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The Monthly Bulletin oft the.; soons1n goclety of Ornltholcgy

AN UNUSUAL FEE“INJ FERFOURIANCE OF THE GREAT ELUE HERON
"By Alvin L. Throne
Milwaukee State Teachers College

Bent and others have alre:d: recorced the pesuliar feecing
hewit ¢f the Great Blue Heron (irdes herodias herodias, Lln-
naeus! which is reported in this aiticle, but the rarity ot
the performance and the varistions of it that I observed,
which are not mentioned by Fent, make i% ssem adtisable to
racoré these Wiseornsin observatinrs,

'I was able to otserve this hetit to best adventage on the
eastern lake of Twin Lakes, “Ashlend county, on three succes-
sive desys, June 17 to 19 inelusive, 1938. 4s I was watching
a Great Blue Heron flying about fifty feet sbove the water
o? the lzke, it sudfenly stoppec in flight and droored with
cutspread wings and legs stretched downward, striking feet
first and hitting Jthe water sharply with its body. The bird
sitked up something out-of the weter with its dill. During
t1is action, a perind of atout a half minu%e, the heron held
its wings spread out from the body but not touchlng the wa-
ter. Aftar satehing its vrey,; the biré flapped. its wings,

rlk ng the wnter with their tips ' né rose into the air.

Durin: my stay at the lake i-obsa:v@d this performance 2-
bout a dezen times. In =1l easea the érop oeeurred in deep
water where the bird was unable to reasch bottom with its
feet, In the mejority cf cases, the bird kept its wings
srread out while sitting on the water and staving but 2 few
seconds. Twice, however, the heron remsined sitting cn the

,Veter at least a minute with its wings held close to the bo-

dy. at nc time did it have any difficulty in rising from
the water. Onece while watching with elght nower binoculars

‘at a @istance of not over one hunured yards, I éistinetly

srx it piek up a Tish, evout five inches lons, and Tly off
7ith it held ecrosswise in its bill. When zbout thirty feet
.= the uir it turned the fish arournd, heed towards the bird's
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body, and apparently swallowed it; at lezst the Zish disap-
peared in the bird's mouth. I could not determine whether
the fish was alive or dezd when ricked up. 2

There were =zt lesst three of these birds at the lake for
I observed that number at one time, but hether all of them
were securing food in this aa& or whether but one had devel-
cped the hablt I do not know, . ? 37 »

On Aughét 1, 1239, I again observed a jreat Blue Heron se-
euring fooc’ by the same performance.on atorry'Luke Vilas
county. =

The Tirst time I.cbserved a Zreat Blue Heron obtain food .’
in this msnner .was on August 18, 1932, in a deep, wide'.area
of the Peshtigeo Hiver, iarinette county, sbove an obstruc-
tien in the river which is’locully known a3 the Mason Dem.
This time the method of fishing was essentially the same as
on the ‘other ofeasions mentloned but with this zdded vearia-
tion. The biré nDﬂld rly over the water at a heizht of a-
bout riTty feet, then step in mid 21T anc remein almest, sta=
tionary for as much as:a half - jnute ot a time by.hoverzng,
and then drop feet first into ‘the water. This performance
was repeated aeveral tlmss during the afternoon of observa-

tion.
xRN A h 3
Irven (. Buss and Arthur S, Hawkins, students of “ame man-
agement under Aldo Lecrold's supervision,- -had an article
printed in the December 1939 /ilson Bulletin, éntitled "The
Uplend Plover et Faville”5Srove, #isconsin.' :Reprints will

be made available to mé@bers of the Soctety. . . AR

ok ok ok A koRK

The editor expects io send out an _ndex to THE PaA> ENGER
PIGEON with the Janua?y, 1940 issue. ~Those who intend to
tind Vol. I. may prefer to wait for this index.
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BIRD BANDER'> DLF sKTMENT

Harold C. Wilson, Editor
Ephraim, Wisconsin

Vernon C. Rossman reports: 'Waukesha banding struck a new
high in 1939. #ith the addition of two or three new treps,
my total numter of birds was 2,340 of 69 species. White-
throsted Sparrows lec with 567. Slcte- colored Juncos czme
next in line with 277. 211 Robins completed the high trio.
Interesting catches were a Short-eared Owl, Northern Ferula
Warbler, Indigo Bunting, & Broad-wingeG Hawhs 2 Blackebilled
Cucﬂooa, Winter Tren, Connecticut Wsrbler, Gamtel and Harris
Sparrows. In six and one half vears of banding I have tag-
ged 8,724 birds of 11¢ species. 4 Goshavwks banded in 1934
in VlldS county nroved to be the first to vear a Survey tag.

Lvery bird bander thrills at the 'recovery' at some fore
eign port of blrﬂa banded by himself. To Gate I have recelv-
et 26 reperts from-out of the state. Illinois leads the pa-
rade with 4 renorts; Louisisna, Texas, Mississippi, Arkesnsas,
Oklahoma, iiinnesota, Tennessee, South Carolina, Alabama, Ken-
tucky and Ontario, Canada, all reported my uvirds. Thlrteen
state communities were also visited by my banded blrds. Mere
than 125 birds have come back from one to.four years later,
to the same treps in whiech they vere banded.

Margarette E. liorse, Viroqua, writes that a mele Cardinal
banded August 7, 1923, wes still z star ‘boarder at her feed-
ing shelf during 1939. k

dalter J. Lueller of Milvzukee sent in an unuShal return:
A Thite~throsted Snerrow banded b; him May 9, 198 was eap-
tured Ma; ¢, 1939 at Carbon Hill, Alebama; nertainly out of
the breeding range. i

A Mourning Dove banded May 29, 1939 was shot Sept. 9 at
Spartenburg, South uhrol1n,.

Mr. Mueller also b nded 3 Sesnderlings ané a Knot, neither
of vhich species vwes re orted by the Biolosical Survey as
having been banded in 1%i0.

Mrs. Melva Maxson of Liflton, observed that her birds are
extremely fond of ginger cookies. Although she finds it hard
to keep water out during the colé months, she fills the bird

‘ beths cften. O(ne cold dey when she nut out a pan of hot wa-

ter, a Blue Jay took seven btaths tefore the water cooled.
3he concludes, "I guess he thought it would be his last
ghznee for a hot hath."
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Theo. Sperry had the unususl oprortunity o7 banding a North-
ern Shrike, caught in his trap, Nov. Z. K About Dec. 11, he
caught his sccond. Another b;rd of lntbrPot “bandcd Nov 6,
was the Purple F1nch -

Mrs. Fred L. Hook,. uOUth hilxaukpg; bandcd 114 birds during
her first sceson., Th~'€4 Mhite- throwted Sparrovs banded, led
the list ©of 17 specius

»*;.U-L 3 3Kk Ak K

SOKE WINTER BIRDs'deLECTEﬁ IN FISCCNSIN

The olloalng collestion rcCOPQS n1l] be of intercst to
crnithologists afielé this month 4 bpbclal attbntlon is cal-
led to the Horned Lerks, vhi~h hatu been the abject of study
by Schorgcr 2né iain.

Prairie Horncd Lark

Feb. 22, 1930 at Medison by ~horgur

Mar. 22, 193. at Kenasha by falter A. Weber
Feb. 18, 1934 in Duzne county by “horgor

 Hoyt's Horned Lark . ; : eyl 4
Feb. 2, 1930 in Dane oountJ by main and Schorger
Feb. 10, 18 & 25, 1934 in Lene sounty by Schorger -
Northern Horned Larks | iy i
Jan. 28, 1930 in. Dane ‘county, by Nain g
Feb. 1, 1930 at Maéisen by Schorger
Feb. 2, 1930 at Madison by Scheorzer

. Feb. 7 & 25, 1935 in Dane county by Schorger

ihi e~ winged Crossbill . ‘ _
Dec. 17, 1929 in Vilas county by I. J. Perkins

Hudsonian Zhickadec . . . I

Den, 1934, in Iron ﬂounty b} Lconvrd H. ling' -
g;pg_mldcr Duek N “”“ i -.4;‘.:
Mersh 21, 1636 at Mils aukac by I..J. Per ins

‘

Greeter ac¢up ‘ 0 g itk 4 gl
Fob., Z1 & Mar. 21, 1936 ut Mil.aukee by Gromme and Perkins
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AMERICAN EGRETS BRELD IN JISCCNLIN
GABRIELSON
Three American Egrets (Casmerodius albus egretta) came to

my attention on June 6, 193¢, while I was visiting the Trem-
pealeau bottoms in Wiseconsin, in company with Ray C. Steele,
Superintendent of the Upoer Mississippi #ildlife =nd Fish
Refuge. Steele said that these birds hsd been roted flring
about a nesting eolony of Great Blue and Black-crowned Night
Herons and Double-crested Cormorants and gave every indica-
tion that they mizht also be breeding.

We looked the colony over, but did not see the egrets go
to any nest. Steele re orted, however, that ‘three nests had
been definitely located and later fournd that all three pairs
of birés were successful in resring youns. The files of the
Biologicel Survey indicate that this i. the first’ known nest-
ing of this snecies in Wiseonsin since those reported near
Jefferson in July, 1863, and Two Rivers im:Jine, 1880, (Kum-
lien and Hollister, "Bircs of .iseconsin,* Bull. Wis. Nat.
Hist. Soe., ‘3, 1903). e b g ;

The American Ezrets, which -have ‘been .sradually recovering
. in numbers in recent years and slouly extending their range,
now are familiar sights in localities from which they had
long been absent. Steele has reported stragzlers in inecress-
ing numbers in recent years, and, in view of my interest in
the birds at the time.of :y visit, suggested that I publish
the record. I cannot do better than to quote from his sum-
marized record of their uppearanees in this general vicinity
rrior to this successful breeding attempt:

"On May 20, 1936, near Marshland, Buffalo county, Wisconsin,
a pair of adult egrets were observed, this being the first
sight record in this locality. The vriter cié not sgain ob-
serve the birds during the season of 1936, nor werc they
sighted by other versonnel cmployed on the Upper Mississippi
Rofuge. No obscrvation of them was recorded during 1937, ;

On July 29, 1938, five adult American Egr.ts werc observed
near Brownsville, Houston county, Minnesotz, and & report
was recorded of 'white gecse' having bewn observed in this
locality on July 9. Undoubtedly the birds observed were
vgrets. On July 28, 1938, ncar the village of Potosi, Grant

county, Wisconsin, eight American Egrcts werc observed, and
- as the season aavenced it was not uncommon to sce flocks of
as many as 25 birds throughout the 284--milc length of the
 Uvper Mississippi River iildlife and Fish Refuge« They con-
tinucd in cvidence as far north as Buffalo county, Wisconsin,
until October ¢, th: lest dats of obscrvation recorded during
1936.

On April 26, 1938, a neir of Americen E rets were obscrved

le%
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at the Trempealeau Migratory Waterfowl Refuge in Trempealsau
county, Wisconsin. On May 10, 1939, 1& birds were observed
. feeding in 2 mersh -at the Trenpealeau Migratory Waterfowl
‘Refuge near a knowm nesting colony of Dcuble-crestea Cor-
morants ané Great Blue and Black-crcvned Night Herons. Ob-
“servation disclosed that the egrets were traveling from the
feeding grounds and alighting in trees among the other nest-
'ing herons and cormorznts. un June 8, 1938, three egret
nests were located in the heron ané cormorznt rookery. The
nests were situated about 35 feet from the water in birch
trees, the bases of which were -inundated, but the irees had
not yet been killed.. On June 30 both still and motion pie-
tures were made of the nesting egrets, one of the three nests
conteining five young b1rds, one containing four, and the
third containing four birds and one unincubated egg. 0On July
16 a Blind was eonstructed frem which a iere complete and
better series of still and motion pictures were made. On Ju-
ly 31 the*young birds had left the nest afid were observed
feeding on the nearby marshes.

The young birds evidenced iittle disturbance while being
photographed without a blind; however, the adult birds would
not come tc the nest to feed the young while I was in a near-
by tree but after the blind was constructed within 20 feet
of the nearest nest the adult birds made frecuent visits to
the nests and fed the young. The slightest disturbance or
noise in the blind would: frighten the adults away. Several
hours were spsnt in the ‘blind nhotograﬁhlng and observing
these birds." |

(The above article by Ira N. Gabrielson Y. 5. Biolcgical
Survey, Jashington, D. C., uppeared in the December, 1939
WILSON BULLETIN and was considered interesting encugh to de-
serve repetition here. e have the kind permission of Mr.

J. Van Tyne, editor of the WILSCN BULLETIN.)

Mr, ¥.C. acheer of Hayward tagged two remale Thite-winged
Jcoters on' Lost Land lake abéut 20 miles east of Hayvard in
Sawyer county during the duck’ seabon He states that in the
past 15 yezrs he has-killed ebout 12 of these birds, mainly
on Teal lake which is near Lost Land.

) - - -

SEGOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE W. S. O. AT MILWAUKEE, MAR. 30
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NCOVEMBER FIZLD NOTEZ

SCUTHEASTERN AREA--Mrs. Walter E. Rogers reports for Apple-
ton, Bluebirds on Nov. 4, ané 5, a Tufted Titmouse on the 20,
and Brown Creepers in numbe.s on the 22. 3he also reports
200 Whistling Swans at Appleton on Oct. 26 and 3l.

Owen Gromme reports that on Nov. 7, Mr. J. P. Rugee of Mil-
waukee shot a fine specimen of Northern Raven, while hunting
ducks on the Lake Michigan shore ebout one mile east of Ce-
dar Grove in Sheboygan County, Wisconsin. The bird weighed
3 pounds, 2 ounces in the flesh. Wr. Rugee kindly donated
the bird to the liilwaukee Public Museum.

Strelitzer reports for the Milwaukee Reglon that ducks were
the main attrastion in November. The Milwaukee Bay still
harbored several th.usand Scaups with a few Ring-necked Ducks
and Golden-eyes added to the rafts. A few female (ldesquaws
were seen on Nov. £ by Deusing, Schoeffer, Kinzel, Steidb and
Strelitzer; in adu¢tion %0 Mallards, Blacks, Baldpates
Shovellers and two Pintails. Coots were seen through the
19th. Schoeffer observed the Frairie Horned Lark, a fTew
Snow Buntings, many Lepland Long spuru and an Arer1ca1 Pipit
during the month south of Juneau Park. .

Black, of Lske Mills, states that on the thh; Mr. Sam
Kisow saw 4 Prairie Chieckens on Crawfish Prairie in Jefferson
county. For the same county =t Rock lake; he reports the
following observation: "The last Yellowlegs was present on
November 8 and the last Pectoril Sandpiper, Nov. 6. A
flock of 8 Ked=basked Sandpipers was present from Nov. 1 to
Nov. 6. At least 9 Horned Grebes and & Loons were present
on Nov, 9. Hooded Mergansers, Scaup, Golden-eyes, and Coots
have been nresent throughout the month, with American Mer-
gansers, Ring-necked Ducks, and Bufflehéads being noted at
" infreguent intervals."

on Nov., 11, at Mud lake, west of-datertown, Dodge county,
he found & solitary Wilson's Phalarope in winter nlumage und
watched it for 1& minutes at close range. “In'flight it did
not seem to be injured in any why. This dird, which shculad
have moved south about £ months earlier, could not have been
mistaken as all possibilities were cerefully checked. Blaek
als0 reperts that a Sewewhet O:l ‘was shot near Lake Mills on
the 26th by a hunter.

Scott observed 4 Pectorzl uanuplpers on the Evansville
rond, Rock county, on Nov. &.

strehlow reports for the Brown county Bird Jlub thut 47
species were reported during the month, ineluding: Nov. 3,
Vesper Sparrow; Nov. 19, Common Redpoll, Robin, Snow Bunting,

le7
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and Lvening Grosbeak; Nov. 20, a Red-winged@ Blackbird by Ken-
Call and White- thronted Sparrow by Garrett; Nov. 2Z, Northern
Shrike; Nov. 26, fleck of 25 Pra1rie Chicken by Hendall. Mem-
bers of the blrc club report that there are fewer Starlings
here than a year ago...

Prins reports for the Racine. araa as ‘Tfoklows: "The Frank-
lins' Gull was seen on Nov. 3 and 18 about the Racine harbor
Wy George and Ed. Prins.  Nov. § a Gray-cheeked Thrush with
sn inju¥ed wing was found by the Hoy Neture Club. A, Brown
Thrashé® and "two Red-headed Whodpeckors werc found in the ei-
ty during the letter psrt of the month: Hans Zell renorts
thu latest date for: the Pectordl afndn1ncr Nov. 9 and a Hor-
ned Grobe in a water-filleo quarry “Cn-the 12th he saw a
:Bd-bulliud JooCpecker. Thre; hed-threatced (7-Ed.) Loons

°re seen on Lake dMichigan by.Goorge ana Ed. Prins on Nov. 11
as well #s the last m1grot¢4 hlt.-?lﬂ#n& Scoters.

"#hile watching the Frenklia’s and Bonaparte's Gulls, 1t |
was noticed thet hath specics had a definite »zth while . fecd-
ing up the river mouth. Flying low over the woter, théy re-
turnsé to the starting point, anc chunged the;procedurc only
when the distance was shortened.” | -

November, in .the Madison ares, was charactcriz»d by a num-
ber of late stragglers. Killdeer and Rusty Blackbirds werc
numcrous Nov. 14 (Mrs. Kochler); & flock of about 50 Brewer's
Blackbirds waes sesn by Schorgcr, Nov 12 and again on Nov. 19
at a mile.from the first location; and ‘Woodeack . serc found
at the-end of.the first veck {a N. yember by. Focncy. Ducks

ero unusually . >bundant-~a11 spegies, Mrs: Koehler recorded

£ Pipits‘and & fev Pect.ral Sandpipers, ‘Nov. 14. Redpolls
V1Situd the Arborctum in numboefs Nov. 11 (Sperry) and, #ere
found the last week in GCetober--one individual (Feeney).

aOUTHWEuT;RN tRhA‘“NO reports. i ;’~

CLNTRAL baND AREA--F. R., ,immcrman &and GonserVntion Tarden
Ficld report 25 Sharp-talloa Grousé, 4 Ruffed Grousc and u
#ilson's Snipe on Nov. 18, in $he torns ‘of N. Mlllsbon S.
Millston and N. Enapp, Juckson county i e A

Mr. Lyle B. ng 1 of gﬁqrt , Monroc’ county, ov pturud sn
11bine SpETTOW Cn Dec. 4 Lorob vly fh@‘English)

TQANQLTIUN AREA--atrehlow roports: - Nev. 8, Snow Sunting
in Kewzunee county; Xittiwske (?-Ed.), Bzld Isgle 2nd Great
Blue Heron in Door ceunty, ‘Nov. IS, oolit ry i.ndpprr (with
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one leg) and Northern Horned Lzrks in Kewaukee county by
Kendall.

An Arctie 1hree-toed Joodpecker, Jhite-winged Scoters and
about 100 0ld Squaws were seen in Door county, Nov. 2, by
Arnold Jacksom, Jr,

Leonard Brauer reports the rollow1ng for ths Door county
Junior Bird Club: Nov.-zﬁ hite-breasted Nuthatch by Leo-
nard, and 100 Tree Sparrows by Sister M rtha; 7th, small
flock of Canada Geese by Dorothy Bochel; 9th, Toodcock at
#Whitefish Bay by Eugene Schmidt; 1llth, Jolden-ese, 20th,
rnobert thought he saw a ﬂichardson s Owl near his home..
Billy Miller reportec seeing many ‘ducks.on rarks lake as
lute as Nov: 13, =nd believed the Olc Squaw was among them.

NORTHEXN FORZST EELT ARMA--Fairfﬁeld reports the White-
winged Crossbill on Now. 21 at Post lake, Oneida county and
also states that there were l:rgze numbers of sharp=-tailed
Grouse in Oneida county on November 16 in groups of as many
as 40 birds. _ :

Carl Richter of Oconto sends the following: “While deer-
hurting in Forest county, just northeast of Cavour, Nov. 26,
I sew the first Evening Grosbeak of the season, a male; from
then on I saw individuals (singles) always males, I ‘think
perhaps I observed the same birds on several oecasions. Saw
and heard a number of Furple Finches, as I did during the
grouse season in October,

"What I econsider my best record Was that of an Arctic,
Three-toec Voodpecker on Nov. 28 about one-half mile from
the location where I noted the first Grosbeak. I have never
seer. many of these wocdpeckers and: get gquite a kick out of
'spotting one, more so than when I find the Pileated. This
latter wooapecker appears less common than before and I sus-
pect that a number fall as 'targets' for dee; hunters' guns.
In fact I saw (from a distance) a fellow on a 'érive' shoot
at one of these fine birds with one of those heavy rifles,

1 wes glad that he missed., Have had them drought to me in
former yeers by az hunter." ‘ .

J. H. Evans mage a northern trip finding the following at
Ihree Lakes, Oneida ané Forest counties: Bald Eagle, 6 An.
Ravens, Great Horned Cwl, 3 Canada Jays, and flocks of gulls,
~ Mr. E. J. iAbrahamson, who hes spent. many summers and other
~ times up there, found them practically absent in thet viein-
ity. .
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SECOND ANNUAL MEETING IN MILWAUKEE, MAKCH 30

Alvin Throne annocunces thet the Second Annual Meeting of
the Wisconsin 3ociety of Ornithology will be held in Milwau-
kee on Saturday, Merch 30. Sessions will begin early in the
efternoon,. taking up business matters first. Papers will be
presented both before and after dinner. -is announced before
the meeting will close before midnight, instead of carrying
over until Sunday. The meeting place and exact hour will be
announced in sufficient time. 4

Throne, who is chairmen of the program committee, also
states thet Murl Deusing ené Owen Gremme will assist him on
that committee, while Clarence Jung is chairman of the ar-
rangements commlttee, assisted by Roy Corwin and Walter
Mueller. -

All member's who have pepers which they would like to pre=
sent are requestod to £ill out the blank enclosed with this
issue znd forward direetly to Mr. Murl Dnusinp, Milwaukee
Public Museum, Milwaukee, by Fcbruery 1. If vou heve none,
kindly mcntion parties whom you would like to sce on the
program of lectures, papers, or addresses,

A space is also furnishecd for suggcstions to assist the
nominating committec.- The society, being an .ageney for mu-
tual benefit, by this action :ives all mgmbers e voize in
all its affairs. .If you mould like to see some changes in
the list of officors, kindly take this opportunity. It will
afford the committec time to question suggested pasrties as
to whether thoy wish to.run: for office. Most of the present
board would wcleome the ovportunity te give their places to
others, in'order to gt u_bctter state-wide represcntation.

**x»**n»a*»**

Mr. R. L. Young of Milwaukce, Was at his deer camp near
Sees. 19 snd 30, T42N, R8E, Vilus eounty, Nov. 2¢, when he
sent for a walk with Herman Kuelling and F. S, McIlratha The
story of what h¢ saw is quoted from a l.ttcr of Doc. 29: “As
we approached this opening through the thick brush we could
hcar a torrific serceming, and fluttering. As we broke
through the brush we could sec Bazld Eagles in all dircetions.
5ix ‘of them were perched on onc big dead maple =nd meny were
in othur-treces end in therair. - Several werc on the ground
not far from us and flew wuy ps #e approached. They were
ot least 8ix feet from tip to tip. e ostimated that therc
were at le=st 20 birds in and zround this opening. We found
where a decer had been killed before sesson and thosc on the
ground had been feeding on the :ntrails. Ravens wore also
in the vicinity.”
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