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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

BAYFIELD COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENT & HOME AGENT 

The following program of work for Bayfield County for 1943 

was adopted by the County Agricultural Committee on June 23, 1942. 

Phase of Work Goals 

FOOD FOR WAR Assist farmers in meeting national 
goals. Emphasize dairy, poultry, and sheep 
production. Continue program of sheep im- 

‘ provement. Arrange series of dipping dem- 
onstrations - Ram Truck. Utilize neigh- 
borhood and township leaders in meeting 
problems of labor, machinery and housing, 
etc. 

CONSERVATION OF MEN Administer County Forests under the 
AND MATERIALS direction of the Forestry Committee and in j 

cooperation with the District Forester, 
Administer land clearing program. Carry 
out farm fire prevention project. 

HEALTH AND MORALE Continue emphasis on family food 
supply and nutrition projects. Promote, 
especially, Home Demonstration Club pro- 
jects which make a contribution to the war 
effort. Assist Homemakers in cooperating 
with Civilian Defense and Red Cross work. 

LONG TIME IMPROVE- 4-H Club work. Enrollment 400. 
MENTS Achievement 70%. Emphasize pig, calf, 

sheep, garden, food Brenen renters and 
clothing projects. evelop 4-H Fair if the 
County Fair is abandoned. 

QUALITY MILK Cooperate with dairy plants and the 
PROGRAM farmers in the County in initiating a 

Quality Milk Program. 

OTHER WORK Do other war emergency or agricultural 
educational work as directed by U.S.D.A., 
the Agricultural Extension Service, and the 
County Agricultural Committee.



~EQOD FOR WAR 

“atin, & ns The 1943 dairy program for 

{. [== a Bayfield County consisted of two 

a “a ‘phases: First, to meet the wartime 

Oe eo hey w needs of dairy production by a 10% 

6 26 omens” fae increase above the 1942 level, and 

4 Smeets vs fea Me second, to initiate a long-time 

: Quality Milk Picgrad which would enable Bayfield County farmers 

and dairy plants to market dairy products at the same level as 

other counties and other dairy states which were already embarked 

on a quality program. 

The first phase of the dairy program, that of increasing or 

li continuing high production of dairy output, was ‘undertaken with 

the viewpoint of assisting farmers in a breeding, feeding, and 

general dairy management program. The value of bull circles has 

yh been stressed in dairy meetings and also to individual dairy 

farmers. Considerable time and attention has also been given to 

locating desirable herd sires and getting these on farms in the 

. County. The housing and management of dairy herd sires so as to 

keep them in service over a long period of time has also been 

stressed. 

As a step towards immediate increase in dairy production to 

‘meet wartime needs, considerable time has been spent on the feed- 

wi ing of dairy cattle, together with increased production of home- 

grown dairy feeds. The war situation has made the supply of any 

other kind of feed uncertain from month to month and this office 

has endeavored to keep dairy farmers informed on the relative
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values of different types of feed, especially the relation between 
Wa prices and resultant production. Since dairy farmers in Bayfield 

\ County purchase a higher proportion of shipped-in grains than in 
J many other localities, constant attention has to be given to the 

productive value of such feeds. Wheat as a substitute for corn is 
being used as a dairy feed as well as for other livestock. Since 
Government wheat has become available to farmers within the 
County, considerable time has been spent on advising farmers as to 
its use. The feed dealers serving Bayfield County have been very 

| ‘ cooperative in meeting the wartime problems of feeding. Many car- 
loads of Government wheat have been shipped into the County and 
sold on a nominal basis to our farmers. 

a The wartime diversion of an increased proportion of whole 
milk into manufactured products, has brought about new feeding 

” problems in the raising of heifer calves. The results of research 
ss work by the Wisconsin College of Agriculture in successfully rais- 

ing dairy calves with a limited supply of milk have been made 
: available to our farmers, Owing to the high price of whole milk, 

ais there was a decided decrease in the number of heifer calves being 
raised in the County. During the fore-part of the present year, 
this decrease had developed to the extent that the available herd 
replacements in the next two years would become problematical. 
Realizing this, many dairy farmers became interested in practical 

, methods of raising dairy calves with a limited supply of milk. An 
unusual number of the circular, "Raising Calves When Milk is 
Scarce," was distributed throughout the County. We believe that 
this situation has now righted itself and that dairy replacements 
are being raised in the proper numbers,
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Realizing that the long-time program in marketing dairy pro- 

; ducts must be made on a quality basis, the dairy plants and lead- 

ing dairy farmers in the County became interested in the Quality 

Milk Program. This program was undertaken in the fall of 1942, 

the first step being a meeting of the dairy plant owners, oper- 

ators, and boards of directors. It was the consensus of opinion 

at this meeting that 90% of the milk produced in Bayfield County 

was of high quality, but that assistance should be given to those 

| farmers who were having difficulty in maintaining quality milk. 

1 It was also decided that an educational program should be 

) carried on in order to bring the attention of the public to the 

fact that Bayfield County was, and intended to continue, producing 

| quality milk. To this end, quality milk demonstrations were 

carried out in twenty different schools in the County. This was 

done for educational purposes and also as a quick means of edu- 

cating the young people of the County relative to the benefits of 

milk as a food and how to test it for quality. It was also 

assumed that many of these school children would take the inform- 

i ation home to their parents and would also assist their parents in 

understanding the program and the reports they might receive from 

i their dairy plant. 

Following the schoolhouse meetings, eight dairy plants within 

the County called meetings of their patrons at which the quality 

| milk demonstrations were again made, followed by a discussion of 

f the benefits of such program. All of the producers at all of the 

meetings endorsed the movement, and the program is now under way. 

The dairy plants in the County periodically send quality test 

reports to their patrons, and through the Dairy Division of the
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sf State Department of Agriculture assist their patrons with any 
: f quality milk problems which might arise. 

Poultry £) 
” a Due to the wartime restrictions on ri ) yy 

} + the civilian consumption of meat, there / a 

has been an unprecedented increase in hs Mees K 
etd 4 _ poultry numbers in the County this year, woe reseg 

O ast as well as many new poultry raisers who ee © . 
t have never raised poultry before. Farmers are using all avuitabie 

buildings and equipment to increase the size of their poultry 
: flocks and in every town there are "back yard" poultry raisers. 

All were faced with a possible feed shortage and the new 
, poultry raisers had no experience in feed and management of grow- 

ing chicks. Therefore, the extension poultry program started 
early last spring with the preparations for housing of baby chicks 

‘ 3 and continued on through the feeding, care, and management of the 
{ growing flock. Many requests were received to inspect flocks of 

fi . young chicks infected with coccidiosis and to recommend control 
j : measures. As has been done in the past, circular letters were 

i sent to people especially interested in poultry raising containing 
j timely information on poultry problems. 

As in the case of dairy cattle, poultry feed rations have had 
i to be adjusted to meet the wartime conditions. The supply of corn 

i as a whole grain feed has been and will continue to be uncertain. 
To a large extent, wheat has been substituted for corn, and poultry 
producers have been advised regarding the additional supplements 
necessary in order to keep the flock in good condition. 

: As the 1943 flock of poultry approached maturity, several
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farm meetings on culling, winter feeding, and management, and 

poultry price ceilings were held. All together, a total of ten 

farm meetings have been held thus far in different parts of the 

County, and more of them will be held during November and 
| } December. It appears now that there will be the same interest in 

poultry next year as there was this year, and this program will be 
} continued through 1944. 

Sheep 
, eon Kew The number of sheep and the number 

Cove Cy of owners in the County is slowly but 
pc. ey ep i te steadily increasing. Farmers who have 

Cranded irtinn aT Sheep feel that, with good management, 
they are on..ef the most profitable enterprizes for this County. 

i The sheep population would increase even more rapidly, were it not 

for the wartime limitations on fencing and the lack of sufficient 
big ‘ numbers of breeding stock. During the past year, prices for 

{ mutton, wool, and lamb have been very good and some of our farmers 
; ¢ have had an income as high as $20.00 per ewe. This compares very 
L f favorably with the income of any other type of livestock. 

The sheep extension program has centered around health, feed- 
! ing, and management. One demonstration was held on the drenching 

i of sheep for intestinal worms, using a relatively new preparation, 
namely, phenothiazine. Research done along this line indicates 

that the feeding or drenching with phenothiazine twice within a 
short period, will eliminate the possibility of intestinal worms 

for three or four years in that particular flock. Sheep intes- 
, tines, free of worm nodules, are in great demand as medical 

Sutures in the present war, and stockyards receive a premium for



i sheep so treated. It is hoped that the treatment for intestinal 

worms will become more widespread throughout the County, so that 

by so doing it will be possible to perfect a marketing agreement 

‘ whereby these farmers will receive a premium for their sheep, 

: During the spring of 1943, several sheep owners experienced 

‘ lamb losses, which were diagnosed by the Veterinary Control Lab- 

oratory as a form of streptococcal infection. This is apparently 

very similar to calfhood pneumonia which veterinarians reported 

was widespread throughout the County in the spring of 1943. 

However, the situation has cleared up, and it is to be hoped that 

4 there will not be another epidemic in 1944. 

Again this summer, the portable dipping tank was put into use 

} and 1,198 head of sheep were dipped and drenched on nineteen 

s! farms. Farmers who have practiced these control measures for 

} several years report that the ewes are more thrifty, more healthy, 

produce more wool, and raise a better crop. All of this incréases 

the income from sheep. 

This year, the interest in sheep production reached the point 

' where Bayfield County farmers requested that the State Ram Truck 

be brought into Bayfield County so that they might have an oppor- 

tunity to purchase as high quality rams as sheep owners in other 

parts of the State were using. \ Such arrangements: were made and 

; the ram truck stopped at the County Fair Grounds et Iron River on 

j September 22, where many sheep owners gathered to look over the 

f rams offered for sale. These rams had been consigned to the truck 

t by various purebred breeders in the state and had been approved by 

, ¢ the state extension sheep specialist before being offered for 

' sale. This service was also extended to several Douglas County s



SHEEP AND POULTRY PROGRAM (1943) 
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sheep owners who attended the sale at Iron River. In all, a total 

of nineteen rams were sold. Those who purchased these purebred 

rams will not only get the benefit from such breeding, but will 

also be able to exchange such rams so that it will not be necess- 

ary to purchase new rams for two or three years. 

It is expected that when more woven wire fencing can be 

{ purchased and when more breeding stock is made available, that 

i the increase in the County sheep population will be accelerated. 

is Neighborhood and Towmship Leaders 
2 | Much of the year's work reported thus 

| far, and that to follow was accomplished i es 7 Tee 

sal through the assistance of neighborhood and ae =_ se 

{ township leaders. This organization was Saath @ 

originally set up in the fall of 1941 and ao eM ger 
some necessary changes have been made from FSS om 

ae time to time. These local leaders assist in the rapid dissemin- 

i ation of information and requests of the Government in prosecuting 

the war. These leaders have been very helpful in carrying out 

livestock, crop, farm machinery, and farm labor programs. Much of 

the accomplishments of the past year have been due to the activity 

and community spirit exhibited by these leaders.
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—~SONSERVATION OF MEN AND MATERIALS 

County Forests 

f\ fs The present Bayfield County 

Forest acreage by townships is as 

MEA OER PO) Lows: 

Township Acreage Township Acreage 

Barnes 27,558.18 Hughes 18,427.94 

Bayfield 26,827.50 Iron River 5,638.81 

i Bayview 11,266.22 Orienta 4,240.00 

Bell 14,152.23 Port Wing 6,836.12 

4 Cable 5,516.33 Russell 5,834.95 
Clover 33°7535<50 Tripp 5,440.00 

| "Forest Planting 
| Due to the shortage of labor, furrowing and furrow planting 

i were the only forestry projects carried on during 1943. Four 

_ hundred acres were furrowed in Sections 20, 21, and 28 in the 

} Town of Barnes, and likewise 160 acres furrowed in Sections 22. 

i and 23 in the Town of Tripp, making a total of 560 acres furrowed. 

Of this amount 427 acres were planted in the spring and fall of 

i 1943, leaving Ye acres to be planted next spring. Of the acre- 

age planted this year, approximately twenty acres were planted to 

| Norway trees and IH susie were planted to Jack Pine. The dis- 

trict forester makes soil tests to determine the proper species to 

be planted. 

Timber Sales 

The shortage of available labor has curtailed timber sales 

this year. From November 1, 1942 to November 1, 1943, ten con- 

tracts were made for a total of $1,306.00. More inquiries for



timber were made during the month of October than during any of 

the preceding months, possibly due to the local farmers and woods- 

men having more available time just now. There is a serious 

‘ shortage of timber products in the wood-using industries, and if 

ou = more labor were available, much more timber would be sold. 

Entry of Additional Land Under the Forest Crop Law 
| Early in 1943, the State Conservation Commission acted upon 

the Forest Crop applications which had been submitted the previous 

November. A total of 1,262.95 acres were accepted by the State 

Conservation Commission and placed under the Forest Crop Law as 

of May 1, 1943. Applications for the entry of additional County 

lands within the forestry units will be submitted this fall. 

Purchase of Additional Lands 

In November, 1942, the Forestry Committee attempted to pur- 

chase ten uninhabited forties in Unit # 2 for the purpose of 

: completing blocking and eliminating possible isolated settlement. 

None of the owners accepted the offer of the Committee, so these 

descriptions were not purchased. At the same time, the Committee 

made proposals to four isolated settlers in Unit # 2 to purchase 

their land and eventually place the same under the Forest Crop 

Law. These purchases are in process at the present time, one of 

120 acres having been completed and the settler has removed to 

another farm more adjacent to markets and schools. It is expected 

that the remaining purchases will be completed before long. The 

action of the Committee is in accordance with the policy of the 

i State in assisting in the removal of isolated settlers, thereby 

relieving the towns of possible unusual expenditures and at the 

same time completing blocking of Forest Crop lands.



: The Forestry Committee has also taken steps to purchase 280 

acres within the boundaries of Forestry Unit # 3 in the Town of 

Tripp. It is expected that this purchase will. be completed within 

a short time 

ry of Pro d t e. 

Planting 17 $2,389.24 SF acres 

Furrowing 1 1,400.00 560 acres 

Following is the financial statement for the current year: 

Financial Statement 

Balance January 1, 1943 $ 8,861.51 
1943 Allotment from State 13,300.89 $22,162.40 

Expenditures 

Land Purchases 605.22 
Administration Expenses 371.60 
Trespass Officer 913.89 
Planting 2702.94 4593.65 

Cash Balance September 30, 1943 $17,568.75 

Land Clearing Program 

; Due to scarcity of help and inability to secure tractor parts 

less work was done this year than formerly. Approximately 180 

j acres were cleared on 35 farms. Several times this acreage has 

: been improved by ditching, leveling, filling of pot holes, and the 

construction of short roads from one field to another. More 

. applications for work of this type were received in 1943 than any 

/ | previous year, and were the equipment available, the work would 

move forward at a rapid rate.



; LAND CLEARING, DITCHING, AND LEVELING (1943) 

“9 Pouring Tor. § 
’ ' 

+ sro! ' | 

C~- ae a 
Dea 

| pe 
A atalino ional | Ree es ; 

LM 4 l | 
an pee lm any 

| 4 sti F 

a abies [ote vain Tl ox 

' f--- oe oe eo 

| | 
! ' 

ee eee se ee 

e SOU ‘ \ ' 

papers | 4 «se = ca agian enh ann gee go sate been wo Sie F | 
' ‘ | 

| eran : | alll 1 ' | 

batters ct — 
\ ee hr = 

| “a 
| | | 

on sama 0 bie ohn, 

Adie aap elas a6 cairn bln ~iewel wee 
: | 

re i ' | | i 

m ze - Indicates Communities in Which 
Work was Done



It is the intention of the Agricultural Committee to continue 

this project as soon as suitable equipment has been made available. 

Following is the financial statement for land clearing for the 

current year: 

Receipts 

1943 Appropriation from County $2,800.00 
Received from accounts due from 1942 510.50 
1943 Machinery Revenue 1,976.01 $5,286.51 

Expenditures 

Fuel 90.96 
Miscellaneous 144.57 
Parts 515.25 Operator 883.88 
Notes Payable (Note paid in full on tractor) 2,600.00 
Interest paid on note 171.60 
Clerical work 20.00 4,426.26 

Cash on hand September 30, 1943 ----------------___ $ 860.25 

Accounts Receivable outstanding ---------------_________ 44.00 

Total assets to September 30, 1943 ---------------. $ 904.25 

Crops and Soils : 

The production of livestock Py a 3 

and livestock products naturally Pe | Ge 
fs Ca \ wit ) yf | 

involves the growing of feed. ed 7) poe Hii / 

The A.A.A. assistance in : oe tae Pays 
= 

procuring lime and fertilizers has greatly “= Tr ~ 

= ae 
increased the acreage of legumes. There are over = ee 

8,000 acres of alfalfa at the present time, as compared to 5,700 

acres in 1938. The growing of alfalfa involves lime and ferti- 

lizer tests and this office has continued the soil testing program 

} throughout the year. é 

Relative to small grains, the growing of winter wheat and rye 

has been stressed. The production per acre of these winter grains



has greatly exceeded that of any spring grains. Good management 

of the red clay soils coupled with the short spring season, re- 

quires fall plowing and ditching so that there will be an early 

, run-off of surface water in the spring. The ten-year averages at 

i the Ashland Junction Experiment Station indicate that greater 

j yields from winter grains can be expected than from spring grains. 

Furthermore, Experiment Station data indicates that the yields of 

s spring grains are in direct relationship to the date of planting. 

The records for this area show that best yields of spring grains 

are obtained when they are seeded about April 25, and that for all 

' spring grains seeded after this date, there is a loss of yield of 

one bushel per acre per day. 

In view of this crop history, the extension crop program has 

centered around the sowing of winter grains and also the prepar- 

ation of the land in the fall by plowing and providing surface 

drainage so that this land can be worked at the earliest possible 

: date in the spring. Experience has also shown that a spring seed- 

. ing of clover and alfalfa can be made on fall sown grains without 

too great a loss of these grains. This makes possible the raising 

: eit of winter grain and at the same time sowing the land to legumes. 

' New crop varieties, such as Vicland oats and hybrid seed corn 

ae are being tried out in this area. The yield of Vicland oats seems 

to be on a par with other varieties grown in this area, and 

because this variety is rust resistant, it is looked on favorably 

by many of our farmers. New strains of winter wheat and rye are 

also being developed, which may replace some of the varieties 

formerly grown. F 

The introduction of hybrid seed corn has resulted in many



farmers now growing this crop, both for silage and for ripe corn. 

' The 1942 crop summary shows that 3,280 acres of corn was grown in 

the County last year. There has been a corresponding decrease in 

i the acreage of sunflowers. There is a steady increase in acreage 

of hybrid corn and a growing demand for silos. 

The ensiling of legumes and other green hay is on the 

increase. The discovery that good grass silage can be obtained by 

; merely adding a dry carbohydrate feed, such as ground corn or 

. wheat, has simplified the process and made it more readily adapta- 

, ble to our farms. The ensiling of green hay not only permits the 

farmers to provide more feed, but will also enable them to engage 

in a shorter rotation, thus enabling them to cultivate their 

fields more often. This program will indirectly assist farmers in 

the control of quack grass and weeds. 

. Fruits 

ns nT In connection with the food supply 

: {i i fg ay program, more attention was given to the 
| | LER /. cultivation of the non-commercial orchards 

i' aa as a source of the home food supply. The 

ins PSs : ff oP a County might be divided into two districts 

Sat Ung - (1), the lake shore area, in which the 

2 D Sse cultivation of both orchards and small 

fruits is on a commercial basis, and (2), the balance of the : 

si County outside the lake shore area wherein farmers, with a few 

exceptions, maintain orchards and small fruits primarily for home 

ty consumption, 

The extension program in the commercial areas consisted of a 

continuation of the spray ring program, pruning, fertilizers, and
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this year, special attention was given to the control of the apple 

: maggot. Fourteen orchardists in the Bayfield area maintained 

apple maggot bait traps, in order to determine the proper time to 

spray for the control of this insect. While complete control was 

not obtained, many orchardists report partial control. The set- 

ting of bait traps will have to be carried out each year in order 

; to minimize the damage of the apple maggot. While there was a 

| short crop of strawberries, there was a normal crop of raspberries 

and apples and ready markets available. Prices were higher this 

year, so that the gross income of the commercial fruit growers 

will be above that of proceeding years. 

| The extension fruit program in the non-commercial area con- 

sisted of pruning demonstrations, suggestions on spraying, ferti- 

lization, and the planting of recommended varieties of apple trees 

for home and local market use. By pooling community-wide orders 

for apple trees, this office was able to effect substantial sav- 

ings for those who purchased under this plan. In these areas, the 

value of fruits as a food for the family is being stressed and 

this work will be continued in the future. 

County Fair 

Owing to restricted travel, 

: the County Fair Committee deemed. 2 a 
it advisable to hold a two-day crooner aa eee 
Fair this year, instead of the regular three-day Pair. In accord- 

ance with the recommendations of the State Division of Fairs, the 

, premium list was enlarged to include more classes of foods. 

Additional premiums were offered in the dairy, meat, and vegetable 

garden classes. The usual number of junior exhibits were made,



: a but there was a shortage of exhibits in the adult classes, prob- 

| ably due to the restricted travel of trucks. A total of $1,332.45 | 4 we paid out in premiums. Gee 

Potatoes Eee hE ORL 
ae As part of the war program, Bayfield County farmers were 

asked to increase their potato production by 40% above normal. 

: . There was immediate response to this request, and many inquiries 

: were received relative to sources of seed and varieties recom- 

mended. Owing to the fact that there had been a heavy infestation 

of late blight for the past three years, there was an unusual 

re amount of interest in the new Sebago variety of potatoes, which 

has an outstanding characteristic of being partially resistant to 

blight. Other leading varieties produced this year were the | 

, Triumph, Early Rose, Warba, Cobbler, Chippewa, Katahdin, Russets, 

. Rural New Yorker, and Green Mountain. | 

The extension potato program consisted of holding potato | 

; meetings in the Towns of Drummond, Mason, Bayfield, Oulu, and | 

iy Port Wing. At each of these meetings, various cultural: methods | 

and disease controls were discussed. Considerable time was also 

spent visiting farmers who were growing potatoes and advising them 

on insect disease control. Those who carried out effective spray | 

Sik programs were able to hold the insects and diseases in. check. 

bins tal Good yields of potatoes are being reported this year, especially | 

on the lighter soils. ‘ 

‘ At the present time, the Government has a price support pro- 

gram for potatoes, and it is understood that Bayfield County | 

ts farmers will be able to dispose of their potatoes at 0.P.A. | 

ceiling prices. The details of the marketing program are not yet 

| 

|



vf | Jfully understood, but undoubtedly these will be worked out at a 

{ later date, 

Farm Labor Program 

a Rasa) a Early in 1943, Congress passed the Farm 

Eset Bill, giving the Extension Service the 

job of recruiting farm labor as far as possible. Owing to the 

' : heavy demand for seasonal labor in the harvesting of fruits and 

beans, the Bayfield County Agricultural Committee was authorized 

' by the State Extension Service to employ a labor agent for a 

1) Jperiod of four months, using Federal funds for this purpose. 

. A special agent was employed during the months of June, July, 

August, and September, who devoted full time to the farm labor 

situation. Special attention was given to the fruit and canning 

i («| bean area, and all available sources of help were utilized in 

' .; Jbarvesting this crop. Contacts were made with agencies and indi- 

vidual outside of the County in order to bring in the seasonal 

1 ' labor needed. In other areas, some farm help was procured in put- 

ting up hay, but in most instances, farmers either managed to do 

it with their own help, or else exchanged labor with neighbors. 

Reports from all parts of the County indicate that no live- 

‘ stock will have to be sold due to the inability of the owners to 

put up the necessary amount of hay, although a considerable acre- | 

; > age of surplus hay was not harvested. Likewise, no loss of 

; perishable crops due to the labor shortage has been reported. | 

rg Agricultural Defense 
' In November of 1942, the Volunteer War Service Committee 

program was revamped and in some instances, these committeemen 

appointed neighborhood leaders, while in other instances they



t (Ld acted as neighborhood leaders themselves. After all committee 

appointements were completed, six farm mobilization meetings were 

; held throughout the County in January, 1943. The purpose in hold- 

5 oy ing these meetings was to acquaint farmers with the agricultural 

eee goals that were set up for Bayfield County by the Federal Govern- 

| t ment, ways and means of meeting these goals, and the price 

, , structure program back of them. 

With the continued shrinkage of farm help, these discussions 

naturally took the turn of keeping up or increasing production 

, through better seeds; better cultural methods; the use of lime and 

fertilizers; the control of weeds, diseases, and insects; and 

better feeding practices and livestock sanitation. 

, In February, 1943, two neighborhood leaders! meetings were 

t held. One was on crops and labor -saving devices, and the other 

was on livestock and poultry. These leaders received the inform- 

ation first-hand and then used their own methods of diseminating 

this information in their respective communities. 

Along with other programs to increase wartime production, 

. ’ five machinery repair meetings were held in the County with a 

specialist from the College of Agriculture who demonstrated ways 

: and means of keeping such machinery as mowers and plows in condi- 

tion for efficient work. Along this line, farmers have become 

much interested in the use of the "sweep rake" or "buck rake" and 

a considerable number were built and put into use this year. . 

Undoubtedly, in many instances, the hay crop was saved by this 

labor-saving device. Apparently, this machine will reduce the 

labor in putting up hay where the fields are close to the barn or 

the outdoor stacks. Since these "buck rakes" are largely homemade



fe more of them will be in use in another year, 

Gardens 
j uM Since gardens play an important 

' r part in the year-around family food 

dertt af supply, considerable time was spent Se 

in visiting the home gardens, and = - wage Joo eee 

caves advising on insect and disease control es Min ee was: 

W measures. Apparently, the most devastating dévenbe sn this area 

« gis late blight of potatoes and tomato blight, and the most common 

insects are cabbage worms of potatoes, leaf hoppers, and flea 

' beetles, The value of new sprays and dusts, such as pyrethrum, 

rotenone, and metallic copper was brought to the attention of 

gardeners and potato growers. Due to the food rationing, more 

people enkead garden vegetables than ever before, and it is 

believed that this practice will continue in the future. 

: id County U.S.D.A. War Board 

rt ' By Federal directive, the County Agent is a member of the 

County U.S.D.A. War Board. The duties of such a Board are to pro- 

»;fjvide the over-all supervision of such wartime agricultural pro- 

: 5» §erams as the Federal Government deems necessary to successfully 

prosecute the war. The Bayfield County War Board meets once or 

; twice a month and has been concerned with such duties as the 

appointment of a Farm Transportation Committee, the appointment of 

a Feed and Seed Loan Supervisor, appointment of a Farm Machinery 

ationing Committee, the issuing of certificates to purchase deep 

: ell equipment, and to check on all other matters pertaining to 

he consumption of agricultural supplies by Bayfield County 

; armers. It is expected that the U.S.D.A. War Board will continue |



to function for the duration of the war. 

Oo m —Badio Broadcast 
; os SS An additional method of disseminating 

, S timely information was inaugurated in February, 

tod 1943. Through the courtesy of Station W.A.T.W. 

—— of Ashland, the schedule of broadcasts was 

; arranged to be given on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays of each 

: week at 11:30 A.M. The organization of all agencies interested in 

i promoting farm and home welfare in Ashland and Bayfield Counties 

: was perfected with members of the Extension Service and Ashland 

 Sf0M98 Junction Branch Experiment Station as executive committee. The 

) f organizations taking part in these broadcasts are the Federal Land 

i Bank, Farm Security Administration, County Superintendents of 

fd Schools, Great Lakes Indian Agency, the 0.P.A. Rationing Boards, 

the Vocational Home Economics and Agricultural instructors, Public 

Health Nurses, Experiment Station, Public Welfare Department, and 

the two County Extension Services. 

} t These programs have been named "The Chequamegon Farm and Home 

Hour." An attempt is made to broadcast timely and important 

i i information for the general public in this community. It is ex- 

> iv pected that this service will continue indefinitely in the future.
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_GENDRAL SUMMARY OF HOME AGENT ACTIVITIES 

eho! f 

ceumanacar ao -nameratneee OG BLcccon iturin ns Ds a, 
The County Home Agent in Bayfield County assumes the leader- 

‘@ ship of home economics Extension projects with both adults and 

juniors. She and the County Agricultural Agent work together to 

further all projects and activities which are of interest and 

help to rural people in the County. Extension Service help is 

for everyone who desires and needs it. Since the Home Agent can 

best serve a large number of people by meeting and working with 

them in groups, much of her work is carried on through Home 

Demonstration Clubs and 4-H Clubs. 

The 1943 program adopted by the Agricultural Committee in- 

cluded work on Food for War, Conservation of Men and Materials, 

Health and Morale, Long-time Improvements, Quality Milk Program, 

and other work of an emergency nature as directed by the U.S.D.A. 

The County Extension goals which the Home Agent was concerned 

with especially were: First, continued emphasis on the family 

food supply and nutrition projects; second, promote Homemaker 

Projects which make a contribution to the war effort; third, as- 

sist homemakers in cooperating with Civilian Defense and Red 

Cross work; fourth, promote 4-H Club work and work toward an en- 

rollment of 400 with 70% achievement; fifth, emphasize pig, dairy, 

Sheep, garden, food preservation, and clothing projects; and, 

sixth, develop a 4-H fair if the County Fair is abandoned.



Since the Home Agent can best serve a large number of people 

by meeting and working with them in groups, women in communities 

throughout the County have been encouraged to help organize or 

netsh ' belong to Home Demonstration Clubs and participate in a county- 

wide educational program. The 1942-43 Bayfield County Home 

Demonstration Club Program was decided in the spring of the year 

by the Home Demonstration Council, consisting of club presidents 

and secretaries and center chairmen. Three hundred seven women 

in twenty Home Demonstration Clubs throughout the County were 

organized into four centers and the club officers in each center 

elected center chairmen to assist the Home Agent with plans for 

leader-training meetings and other Home Demonstration Club plans 

in the respective centers. 

| Previous to the spring planning meeting, the Home Demonstra- 

tion Council Executive Committee or center chairmen met with the 

Home Agent to discuss ideas on program planning and some sug- 

gestions that would be of interest to homemakers and that would 

be a contribution toward the war effort. A list of ten topics 

was prepared by the Executive Committee and these were discussed 

at the program-planning meeting by club officers. Other topics 

; ; of interest were discussed and added to the prepared list. Each 

of the topics of interest was explained by the state home demon- 

. stration leader who assisted with the planning meeting. Club 

presidents voted for the best interests of their club members and 

five topics received the highest number of votes und were there- 

, fore included in the club program. Work on clothing, foods and 

nutrition, family relationships, and home management was included



with particular meetings on: (1) "Making a Paper Dress Form," (2) 

"Homemade Yeast Breads," (3) Homemade Quick Breads," (4) "Under- 

standing the Adolescent (meeting for men and women) ," (5) "The 

ABHO IAS Well-Managed Home," (6) "Kitchen Storage." 

1 ga Local club project leaders - two from each club - attended 

: leader-training meetings and then conducted the demonstration at 

their local club meetings. They kept records on the number of 

members who attended the demonstrations, the number who passed on 

information to others, and the number who used information gained 

at the meetings, etc. This report was sent to the center chairmen 

’ and in turn to the Home Agent who summarized them for the County. 

The Home Agent presented one demonstration for each of the clubs 

; i in the County and then attended other meetings whenever possible. 

All officers, as well as project leaders, engaged in this 

F work give voluntary leadership to the people in their communities. 

eos A county-wide achievement day was held in June at which time sum- 

| " mary reports were given by center chairmen on the project work of 

Home Demonstration Club members as reported by project leaders. 

: A presidents' planning meeting was held on the same day, for 

the purpose of deciding the 1943-44 club program. The following 

meetings were voted to be included: One clothing meeting, "Save 

aan Materials by Care and Repair"; three meetings on foods, namely, 

; ; "Lunches," "Use of Home Canned and Stored Food," and "Conservation 

of Sugar and Fat"; and then a home management meeting on "The Care 

and Cleandvie of Rugs." 

Exhibits - Exhibits of Home Demonstration project work were 

; shown at the County Fair. One club had a booth which showed the 

; variety of club projects studied throughout the year.
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4-H Club Activities in General 
4-H Club work offers an opportunity for boys and girls 

between the ages of ten and twenty to learn about improved prac- 

tices involved in the various phases of agriculture and home 

economics. Members enrolled in the project or projects which best 

fitted their needs and desires. Projects which assisted in the 

i war effort, increased food production, and the conservation of 

1 men and materials were called Victory Projects. Club members were 

encouraged to carry a Victory Project. 

| This year, 355 club members were enrolled in twenty-three 

3 clubs throughout the County. These clubs were under the leader- 

; ship of twenty-one women leaders and fourteen men leaders. One or 

more of the following projects were participated in by each member: 

Clothing, Foods and Nutrition, Food Preservation, Dairy, Beef, 

Poultry, Sheep, Pig, Colt, Garden, Grain, Corn, Potato, Home 

Beautification, Handicraft, Home Improvement, Home Service, Farm 

Labor, Repair and Maintenance, Fire Prevention, Salvage, Farm 

Records, Junior Leadership. 

A County 4-H Leaders! Council Meeting was held in March to 

decide what should be included in the County 4-H calendar plan and 

to discuss local program plans. Mr. Wakelin McNeel, assistant 

Club leader, attended this meeting and explained the Victory Pro- 

jects and gave other club helps. 

Boys and girls were encouraged to enroll in 4-H Club work so 

as to have their enrollment card at the County office by May l.



Boys and girls were encouraged to belong to a club, or to request 

r help from the Home Agent in organizing a club, through circular 

letters, news articles, announcements at schools, talks, and an- 

nouncements at various meetings throughout the County, and through 

township and neighborhood leaders. 

4-H Club groups elected officers and planned their club pro- 

gram for the year. Clubs usually have from six to ten meetings 

a year. Each member carried on project work according to plans 

outlined in project literature with the advice of the club leader 

and parents. To achieve, the 4-H Club member completes the 

¢ requirements of the project in which he is enrolled, completes 

records, makes a public exhibit, completes the health record, and 

writes the story. Club members who succeed in finishing these 

requirements are considered achievement members and are given an 

achievement award. This year, records received show that 58% of 

the club members in the County have completed the requirements for 

achievement. 

Up-to-date information on the project concerned is given 

through club literature, with directions for using improved prac- 

tices in carrying on the project work. Club leaders and members 

were encouraged to get special helps at meetings held in the 

County. Other helps were given to club groups by means of home 

‘ visits to club members and leaders, attending the club meetings, 

sending out club literature, and through circular letters, includ- 

| ing a monthly state news letter. The Home Agent gave special helps 

: to individual demonstrators and helps to club groups on judging. 

At the County Fair, 4-H home economics exhibitors present at the 
| time of the judging received much helpful information on good



practices in clothing construction. 

Exhibits - 4-H Club members exhibited their project work and 
competed ‘for prizes at the two-day County Fair. This county 

; competition offers a considerable incentive to do good club work. 
bef Club members participated in a special contest during the first 
| day. Some club members exhibited at community fairs or other 

community gatherings. 

4-H Club Booths - Some 4-H Clubs put up booths at the County 
Fair to show work done in their club groups. 

Demonstration Work - Fifteen boys and girls took part in dem- 
onstrations at the Fair, including home economics and agricultural 
individual and team demonstrations. Demonstrations are encouraged 
throughout the club year as one of the most worthwhile activities. 

Judging - Twenty-four girls took part in home economics judg- 
ing and seven boys in agricultural judging at the County Fair. 

Dress Revue - Forty-two club girls took part in dress revue 
and had their dresses Judged in relation to their personal 
appearance. 

Victory Gardens - The Victory gardens were stressed this year 
along with other Victory projects. One hundred thirty-five club 
members were enrolled in the garden project this year. These club 
members were priveleged to display the green and white Victory 
garden sign. 

Camp - Club members were invited to attend the 4-H camp at 
Lake Galilee for club members from Iron, Bayfield, and Ashland 
Counties. Thirty-two attended from this County and enjoyed the 
three-day planned camp. 

Achievement Day - 1942 achievement programs were held in
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November last year. Individual clubs held their own achievement 

programs, with the parents invited. Plans were made in this way 

because of transportation difficulties and to develop more com- 

munity interest. The Home Agent attended some of these programs 

and presented the County achievement awards. 

Outlook and Recommendations - It is the aim of the Home Agent 

to encourage boys and girls throughout the County to participate 

in 4-H Club work so as to encourage the use of improved practices 

in home economics and agricultural projects. It is her aim also 

to help local leaders and members through home visits, club meet- 

ings, and attendance at local club meetings. : 

VOLUNTEER WAR SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

Township Volunteer War Service Committees were organized 

throughout the County with the assistance of town chairmen. This 

committee consists of five members - garden, nutrition, labor, 

civilian defense, and war food. This year, foods and nutrition 

leaders were contacted by the Home Agent to find out if there was 

a need to repeat food preservation demonstration meetings. They 

were reminded to send for needed literature available for people 

in their communities or request other helps. They were informed 

about the food preservation demonstration at the Homemakers! 

Achievement Program in June at the Experiment Station and several 

attended this meeting. 

GENERAL HELPS AND COOPERATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

County Fair - The County Home Agent served as superintendent 

of the home economics exhibits at the County Fair. She revised 

the homemakers! premium list so as to have articles on exhibit 

which were in keeping with wartime conditions. She also had



Te 

charge of making arrangements for home economics accredited judges 

and for the special 4-H contests. 

A,A.A. - The Home Agent served as a member of the pressure 

cooker advisory committee on rationing of pressure cookers. 

F.D.A. - The Home Agent served as chairman of the County 

Nutrition Committee which is concerned with planning activities 

to interest people in Bayfield County in improving their nutri- 

tion and health. The group serving on the Committee represents 

various agencies and includes - Red Cross, P.T.A., Public Welfare, 

Schools, Local Homemakers, F.S.A., Great Lakes Indian Agency, 

A.A.A., and County Public Health Nurse. 

Information was given out through news articles on good 

methods of food preservation, food preparation; radio programs on 

plans to meet the food needs of the family; and information was 

sent out to schools and communities on planning gardens to meet 

the food needs of the family, and on plans for a County nutrition 

week. The schools cooperated in giving a unit of work and pre- 

senting local programs which emphasized nutrition. Community 

groups assisted in putting up nutrition posters in public places. 

W.P.B. - The Home Agent served as chairman of the Silk and 

Nylon Salvage Campaign. Arrangements were made for county-wide 

collections in February, May, and October. The collection at 

local depots terminated September 30. Even though collections 

continued to be high, the proportion of silk and nylon being re- 

turned was on a declining scale, due largely to the fact that 

little or no hosiery in any quantities in either silk or nylon has 

been manufactured for the past several months. 

The Home Agent has also given out information relative to the
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q salvaging of waste fat and tin. 

The Home Agent has been selected to serve on the food panel 
for rationing, but so far this panel has not been active, 

Red Cross - The Home Agent presented nutrition information 
| in cooperation with the County Nurse, at a Red Cross Home Nursing 
P Class, and helped keep club groups informed about Red Cross sewing 

E needs and information on organizing Red Cross nutrition’ classes. 
| Bayfield County War Chest - Home Demonstration Clubs have 

assisted in making the small utility kits given to all service 
men from this County by the Bayfield County War Chest. 

Chequamegon Farm and Home Hour Radio Series - The Home Agent 
; participated in the Chequamegon Farm and Home Hour Radio series 

along with various other agencies that work with rural people in 
this section of the state. She has planned special programs with 
4-H Club members, Home Demonstration Club members, other Extension 
agents, as well as individual programs to give project information, 
Programs are prepared for two months in advance and are sent to 
all those who have requested that their name be on the mailing 

, Iist; 

COUNTY EXTENSION PROGRAM 

Clothing ° 
. "Dress Forms" were made this year to help homemakers with 

their home sewing problems, of using materials on hand, and saving 
' time, labor, and money. It was a specific aim to make it possible 
, to construct better looking clothes with a saving of labor and 

time by the use of the dress form. 

' Four leader-training meetings were attended by forty-seven 
club leaders. The local leaders participated in fifty-five local



he 

meetings with a total attendance of 550. According to project: 

leader reports, 60% of the members benefited from these meetings. 

A typical club report states: 

"It is very helpful to have a dress form when sewing. 

Alterations can be made without having to run to someone else to 

fit the dress, since a person cannot fit herself very well and 

cannot hang the hem. Then too, it is certainly a cheap form to i 

make as it cost about only a dollar, while if you were to buy one 

one, you would have to pay from $12.00 to $15.00 for one." 

At the time that reports came in, 123 dress. forms had been 

finished, which amounted to a total savings of $1,722.00, con- 

sidering that the women made for $1.00 a form which would have 

cost $15.00. 

"Save Materials by Repair" is being given in clubs at this 

time. Two leader-training meetings were conducted by the Home 

Agent with a total attendance of twenty leaders. The Home Agent 

| and local leaders have been conducting the demonstration at 

local club meetings throughout the County. 

4-H Club members carried 152 clothing projects this year. 

According to record books, the savings made through clothing con- 

struction and repair by girls enrolled in these projects amounted 

; to approximately $608.00 in cash. value, besides the inestimable 

: value of the experience gained. Approximately 436 garments or 

articles were completed according to recommended methods by 4-H 

clothing members. Girls reported special attention given to care 

and repair of clothing this year. 

"Homemade Yeast Breads" and Homemade Quick Breads" were the



two phases of foods and nutrition studied by Home Demonstration 

Club members this year. The long-time objective for our foods 

and nutrition meetings is to improve the health of the family by 

setting high standards in planning the day'$ meals and in food 

preparation. Reports indicated that about 50% of the homemakers 

are making better homemade yeast breads and quick breads and are 

using more wholewheat flour in these breads, because it is more 

nutritious as well as good tasting. 

Six leader-training meetings on these phases were conducted 

by the specialist and the Home Agent with a total attendance of 

sixty-nine leaders. Thirty-six local meetings with a total 

attendance of 375 were conducted - local leaders and by the 

Home Agent. ‘ 

4-H Club girls carried seventy foods and nutrition projects 

and learned improved practices in food preparation. They also 

reported help with family meals and the doing of dishes so as to 

relieve their mothers for other special jobs during a large part 

of the busy summer season. 

Family Food Supply 
4-H Club members carried 274 projects, helping with the 

increased production of food. 

Gardening - Neighborhood leaders were sent information on 

gardens to help people throughout the County plan more adequate 

7 gardens and plan to better meet the food needs of the family. 

City block leaders were given information on gardening at a 

special meeting, through arrangements made by the Extension Agents 

with the garden specialist and in cooperation with civilian 

defense.
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There were 135 4-H Victory gardens this year. 

Food Preservation - Foods and nutrition leaders were given 

information on food preservation to be given to people in their 

] respective communities. One open meeting - a food preservation 

clinic - was held and was attended by 125 Home Demonstration Club 

members and leaders, 4-H Club leaders, and township and neighbor- 

hood leaders. 

‘Twenty-eight 4-H Club members took part in 4-H food preser- 

vation project work, . 

Information on sulphuring, drying, and other food preser- 

vation problems was discussed at the Farm Field Day Women's 

Program which was attended by approximately fifty women. The 

Home Agent served as chairman of this program. Reports through- 

out the County indicate that nearly everyone has preserved more 

food for home consumption this year. 

One community, Grandview, has engaged in a community canning 

project for the past three years. Large scale equipment is used 

and people in the community work cooperatively under the direction 

of the local pastor. 

Storage - Information on storage was given out at the County 

Fair in connection with small scale storage room exhibit. The 

Home Agent also exhibited this room at Center Homemaker Council 

s meetings this fall and bulletins were given to club members. 

Information was also sent to township and neighborhood leaders in 

an effort to reach everyone with this information. 

4-H food preservation members and garden club members stored 

vegetables in connection with their projects also.



Family Relationships 

"Understanding the Adolescent" was the subject presented at 

four center open meetings attended by sixty-one men and women. 

Mrs. Elsa Bates presented this information and led the discussion 

to promote better family understanding of teen-age problems. 

Home Management 

"The Well Managed Home" and "Kitchen Storage" were two phases 

studied this year. The objectives of having these two meetings 

on home management were to help homemakers plan efficient house- 

keeping and also have more time for homemaking, rest, outside 

activities, and war emergency activities. Fifty percent of the 

families enrolled reported to have better managed homes with (1) 

a saving of time and energy, (2) satisfaction in a job well done, 

(3) profit by having a plan, and (4) the use of well planned 

kitchen storage. 

Six leader-training meetings were conducted by the specialist 

and Home Agent on these subjects. Fifty-five leaders attended 

these meetings. Local leaders and the Home Agent conducted thirty- 

eight demonstrations at local club meetings. The total attend- 

ance at these meetings was 515. One club project: report states: 

"As a result of the discussion, some members considered 

changing the use of rooms in their houses, considering kitchen 

arrangement and storage from the standpoint of convenience and 

pleasantness." 

In regard to the supplementary racks and shelves for storage, 

another club relates: 

"It is interesting to see what can be done to improve our 

working space and the placing of equipment with the help of a few



pieces of board and some nails, plus inspiration." 

"The Well-Maziaged Home" assisted homemakers in planning and 

methods. One group geportas 

"We will grow accustomed to following a plan and make it a 

habit as time goes on. It takes time to break a bad habit. I 

have discovered that I do not work as hard as I thought I did and 

I can accomplish more in less time since I follow a plan of work." 

Information gained at these meetings has enabled 4-H Club 

leaders to help set practical standards in family laundering 

practices and in teaching washing methods to be encouraged in 

4-H Club work. 

Other Subjects 

Information on several other subjects was given out through 

this office. Some other methods used, included news articles, 

circular letters, bulletins, home visits, exhibits, radio talks, 

etc. 

OUTLOOK AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

It will be the aim of the County Extension Agent to continue 

to give information on home economics subjects which are in 

ts accordance with the needs and interests of both adults and 

juniors, as well as with our country's war needs. Since food and 

: health play such an important part in this war emergency, inform- 

ation relating to the family food supply will very likely continue 

to be & vital part of the program of work. 

It is also likely that projects relating to the conservation 

Z of men and materials will also be included. It is hoped that 

everyone in the County will call upon this office when helpful 

information is desired, The Home Agent would welcome information :



from town officers or community leaders that would assist her in 

contacting individuals or groups wishing Extension information. 
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At a meeting of the Agricultural Committee on October 14, 

1943, the following program was adopted for 1944: 

Phase of Work Goals 

FOOD FOR WAR Assist farmers in meeting national 
goals. Emphasize dairy, poultry, and 
sheep production. Continue program of 
sheep production. Promote better market- 
ing. Quality Milk Program. Assist farm 
farmers in feeding information. Utilize 
local leaders in meeting emergency prob- 
lems of labor and machinery. 

CONSERVATION OF MEN Administer County Forests under 
AND MATERIALS direction of Forestry Committee and in 

cooperation with district forester. 
Administer land-clearing program. Promote 
cutting of pulp and saw logs to meet 
national goal. 

HOMEMAKER'S WORK Continue emphasis on family food 
supply and nutrition projects. Assist 
homemakers in cooperating with Civilian 
Defense, Red Cross work. Promote Home- 
maker's Projects which contribute to the 

war effort. 

LONG-TIME IMPROVEMENT 4-H Club work. Enrollment 350. 
Achievement 70%. Emphasize pig, calf, 
sheep, and garden projects as well as 
food preservation, canning, and storage. 
Club camp, Achievement Day, County or 
Community Fairs as needed. 

OTHER WORK Do other emergency educational work 
as directed by County Agricultural Com- 
mittee and State Extension and Federal 
Department of Agriculture. 
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