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HHIDDEN SPRINGS.

See the rivers flowing
Downwards to the sea,
Pouring all their treasures
Bountiful and free ;

Yet to help their giving
Hidden springs arise,

Ozr, if need be, showers
Feed them from the skies.

Watch the princely flowers
Their rich fragrance spread ;
Load the air with perfumes
From their beauty shed;
Yt their lavish spending
Lsaves them not in dearth ;
With fresh life replenished
By their mother earth.

Give thy heart’s best treasures,
From fair nature learn ;
(ive thy love—and ask not,
Wait not, a return.
And the more thou spendest
From thy little store,
With a double bounty
God will give thee more.
E i

CONCERNING FRONT DUORS.

BY ELLEN LYMAN.
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subjeet that struck her attention.

”»

more.

i WONDER that people in tixe|
¥2 country, especially at farm-
houses, are at the expense to have
front doors at their residences at all,
seeing they are so seldom used,” said
a friend, who was inclined to express
her sentiments quite freely upon any

‘“ But they do usually have them,”
was the rejoinder, ‘“‘as it is very prop-
er that all houses should, and you
have liberty to seek admission at
people’s front doors, when you visit
them, and thus set an example if no

““That is all reasomable to talk

readers of THE HOUSEHOLD.,
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ing in your ecarriage and wish to c:lll?
or visit at places of friends or :wquuin—!
tances or some business matter—such |
as buying eggs and butter—inclines
you to drive up to the door. Can you |
likely reach the front door from the|
driveway? In nine cases out of ten|
is not the front yard to be up]u’(m(‘.h(‘d!
only through a foot path, which iu§
winter is blocked by snow, and ini
summer overgrown with grass, show-
ing you at once that there is no fre-
quent entrance by that way? But
suppose you venture to approach the
formal front door, as, if you are a
stranger at the place you will scarce
feel at liberty to go to people’s kitchen
doors, if you do seek the front door
are you likely to get in? You seldom
find a bell or knocker, and indeed, the
front of the house looks 3o totally un-
inhabited that you are sure you shall
not be heard if you knock at the for-
midable front door. However;, you
try; you rap, and rap till your knuckles
ache, and then give up in despair. So
you thread your way out of the little
front yard and then through the gate
or opening into the back yard and find
yourself knocking, this time, at the
kitchen door; you are sure somebody
lives in the kit¢hen, or perhaps it is a
family room in the back part of the
house where you will find the inmates.
This time your knock is hieard and the
door opened for your entrance; but
the mistress of the house you can see,
is embarrassed that you have ‘“ caught
her In the suds,” and you quite as
much so, certainly if yon are a stran-
ger or mere acquaintance; then you

1 perhaps try to apologize for coming to
1 her kitchen door, though she, as well

as you, knows that there was no rea-
sonable chince for you to get into the
house in any other way.

“For my own part,” goes on my
friend, ‘* I am not particular at which
door of people’s houses I enter, pro-
vided they care nothing about it; but
as I like to do as I would be done by
in such a case, 1 always look wistfully

at the front door, certainly if I am
not sure I will be welcomed at the
back door, and if I find an entrance
there iImpracticable make the best I

can of the emergency. We most of
us have intimate family friends or next
door neighbors whom we can receive
without formality, and whom we
would not object to have enter our

about,” replied our friend, ¢ but let us || kitchen at a time when our work was
see how it works;” and then she|keeping us there. But usually we
went on with the subject in a some- | prefes to have people ring at the front
what comical, but rather truthfal man- | door, and then we can receive them
ner, her leading ideas which we took where we like best.
down in our mind's memoranda for do not wish Mrs. Overnice to see
the beneflt—or otherwise—of the| whether or not my kitchen stove is
blacked so brightly that she can see
““This is something as it works ;| her face reflected in it, for I may have

For my part I

i RS . i g
(‘1;\‘ she went on, “ Suppose You are driv-} had to spend my time and strength in

other daties that obliged me to forego
an extra polishing, and as a4 woman’s
kitclien is properly a work-shop—not
designedly a family living room—it
cannot be always in order if she
would accomplish anything else in the
mean time. Mrs. Overnice has no
small children to make a general disor-
der, and has a grown up daughter to as-
sist her in her family cares, which may
make a vast difference in her ability to
exercise her peculiar faculties in honse-
keeping.
e i

WALKS ABOUT THE PREMISES.

The chief thing that distinguishes
the house of the farmer from that of
a person living in a city or town, is
tire absence of any walks about the
liouse. Sometimes there is a firm
sod, but ordinarily this is cut up by
the wheels of wagons and the feet of
cattle, till it is in the best possible
condition to form mud. After every
rain, stepping out of the house means
stepping into mud and mire. Step-
ping into the house means taking
along with yon as much clay, black
earth, and manure, as can be taken on
the shoes.

Of course, no feet can be comforta-
ble, no house can be tidy, under such
circumstances. In cold weather we
have no mud, but we do have a very
uneven surface to travel over, and oft-
en snow to wade through. When we
congider how much can be saved in
the way of comfort and tidiness by
the nse of walks, it Is a wonder that
so many farm premises are without
them: They would insure dry feet,
clean floors, beside adding to general
kealth and comfort.

If walks are made o. brick, stone,
or gravel, laid nearly level with the
surface of the ground, they should be
at least four feet wide, so as to allow
of planting flowers along the sides of
them, and still have suflicient room to
walk without having dresses touch the
plants. If the walks aie made of
either of these materials, pains should
be taken to secure the prevention of
the growth of grass and weeds. This
may generally be accomplished by re-
moving the earth below the roots of
the grass and putting on a thick coat-
ing of leached ashes or refuse lme,
with sand or gravel well pounded
down.

In most respects, however, the best,
cheapest, and most convenient walks
may be made of common pine plank.
Good supports may be made of two
by fourscantling set on edge. A walk
of this kind will cost but little, and
will last for years without repairs.
Being elevated from the ground, it is
always quite dry, while it is very econ-
venient to clean the snow from in
winter.— Chicago Times.

HOUSE OR HOME.

BY H. E.

s
hi'i’[ HEN I was a child of twelve,’

spending my first and only year
at a boarding school, my room was
shared by a girl of my own age whose
one exhaustless topic of conversaticn
was the beautiful home of the uncle
who was also her father by adoption.
“ Uncle Lewis’ house,” his carpets,
his mirrors, his horses, his dogs, his
Shetland ponfes, and above all, his
grounds, including a lake and a park
wherein were real deer like those in
English parks, filled my imagination
with wonderful pictures. I had read
most of Walter Scott’s nevels as well
as a few of Bulwer's, and the mention
of English deer brought vividly be-
fore me the picture of a fair and
stately English Hail, surrounded by
broad acres of peaceful lawn and
neavy timber sloping to the edge of a
.onely, lovely lake, where gracefal
deer might be seen bounding along or
gazing with blameless vanity at their
own forms reflected in the water. A
ruined castle with moat and draw-
bridge would have suited me better,
but even the unreasoning fancy of a
child bad to acknowledge that this
would be too much to ask.

My little companion often urged me
to go home with her to stay from Fri-
day afternoon till Monday moruing,
Of course I wished to go to see real
deer in a real park, and after much en-
treaty at last secared written permis-
sion from home to do so.

It was a very hot Friday in July,
Jdusty and choking when we drove
through the broad gateway and up the
long avenue bordered with the shade
trees of the future. Doubtless by
this time those maple twigs tled to
supporting stakes and innocent of
more than a leaf or two at the top,
may have become capable of standing
alone, but at that time an avenue of
bean poles could not have been more
unpromising. 4

And, alas, for the stately English
Hall of my imagination. Here was
only a very large double house flanked
by a wing on each side and having a
long flat-roofed extension in the rear.
It must have cost a great deal of
money, this mass of glaring white
wood and iron, but I could not appre-
ciate the expense and there was cer-
tainly nothing else to admire. The

interior was even worse than the ex-
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terior. The broad, marble-floored
hall, with its oaken staircase and silver
plated balustrade, its bare white walls,
was a8 cold and desolate as a cave in
an iceberg. The four long parlors
with their soft carpets of hideous col-
oring, their stiff sets of rosewood fur-
niture upholstered with yellow dam-
ask, the white walls loaded with mir-
rors in heavy gilt {rames and destitute
of all the little nick-nacks which make
a room look livable, were such cheer-
less uninhabitable regions. It was
the same throughout the house, there
was not one. comfortable, home-like
apartment in it; not one corner that
had a friendly, welcoming look; not
one nook where one could nestle say-
ing, “I am fired, here I will rest.”
Rest? one would as soon think of
resting in an advertising van.

. “Uncle Lewis” proved to be a
coarse, swaggering man, delighting
in getting the worth of his money by
resting his muddy boots on the deli-
cate damask of the sofa, and feeding
asmall paek of dogs on the dining-room
Axminster carpet. The two sisters
who presided at the table and were
supposed to keep the house seemed
about as much at home in their sur-
roundings as would two chickens in a
mill pond. They were good, kindly
women who would have been happy
and useful had they been left in the
possession of plain, quiet comfort, but
who were entirely miserable thus sud-
denly placed at the head of a small
army of servants whom they knew not
how either lo control or to let alone,
and in charge of costly things toosplen-
did to use and too ugly to enjoy.

One is not supposed to reflect very
much at twelve years old, but one may
gee clearly and feel strongly, and one
of the most sadly grotesque scenes I
ever remember was in the dining-room
of this house. At the long table
loaded with cut glass, painted china,
and showy ailver ware, presided the
master ot the feast without a coat,
and with big diamond studs blazing
on his tumbled shirt front, alternately
feeding and swearing at his dogs.
Down the sides were ranged several
loud talking men and women, fit guests
of such a host; at the head, side by
side sat the widowed and the maiden
sister, abashed at their brother’s
coarseness, af the rude arrogance of
their waiters, at the snubs of the vul-
gar guests, and above all abashed at
their own unexpected and undesired
finery as reflected on every side in the
enormous mirrers, while at one corner
of the table, unnoticed if not unnotie-
ing, sat one exultant and one silent
little girl.

Though the English hall with its
gentlemen and gentlewomen had re-
ceded to the realm of imagination, the
lake and the deer park might still
prove a reality. I had yet to learn
that where vulgar pretence has once
taken root it is all pervading. But
alas, the park was but a flat ten acre
lot, treeless and shrubless, around
which some twenty laborers were at
workk on an incomplete stone wall.
The deer for whose use the park was
destined being lodged meanwhile in
meek-eyed misery in stalls in the
barn. The lake proved to be but a
small, shallow pond walled about with
stone and fed through lead pipes.
Now ¢ a rose by any otler name may
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smell as sweet,” but all the christen-
ings in the world cannot make a sun-
flower into a rose, a bare pasture lot
into a park, or this pretentious dwell-
ing place into a home.

From my heart I pitied poor Loulse
to think that this was all the home
she knew. Home! beautiful, sacred
word, how conld she have any concep-
tion of its true meaning? I secretly
wondered that she did not beg to be
adopted into the family of her Uncle’s
tenant-farmer whose farm house stood
a little in the rear of the big white
mansion.

Low, with long roof sloping aimost
to the ground on one side, painted a
red so darkened and softened by time
tliat it looked less a red than a warm
brown as seen between the thick
growths of sweet-briar, hop vines and
morning-glories that clambered from
the ground te the roof peak, and with
blindless windows admitting the sun
over sturdy rag carpets or bare floors,
it was really beautiful while the costly
white pile was only pretentiously ugly.
There was a feeling of comfort about
the lowly house; such a homelikeness
in its very atmosphere; nobody was
trying to make believe he was some-
body else; nobody was afraid of the
clothkes he had on, or was trying to
get his money’s worth by abusing
therm.

In the great house was a piano on
which no one could play: here was a
violin from which its master drew
sweet tones every evening. In the
great house was a room known as
‘Uncle Lewis’ study,” where were
easy chairs and spittoons and mdrrors,
and rosewood cases filled with decan-
ters and meerchanms and fishing tackle,
but never a psn, a book, or a paper,
not even a copy of ** The Sportsman’s
Chronicle ” was there. In the small
house was a capacious closet built in
the chimney wherein were, not the
latest books, truly, but books that
were good and rich ; novels like Field-
ing’s and Sir Walter Scott’s; poems
like Milton’s and Pope’s and Shake-
‘speare’s, that shall be fresh for a thou-
sand years to come; books that mind
and heart alike shall grow rich npon.
And the books were well read, too, by
father and mother and children, for all
could talk about them in a way that
made them very interesting to the
childish visitor whom they so kindly
welcomed. On the tea-table was not
costly china or silver, but around the
board sat a happy if tired family, and
if the master and mistress wore no
diamonds, at least the one had on his
coat, and the other was not in awe of
her faded calico gown.

Home! poor Louise had invited me
to go home with her; to see the fine
house, the costly furniture, the avenue,
the park, the deer, the Shetland ponies
(they were pretby little creatures) and
the grand new carriage. These were
all there after their fashion; that is,
the fashion in which they were made
by their owner’s taste and purse, but
where was the home? Home, alov-
ing, happy home, there was not and
there could not be; for home is a
thing that cannot be bought with
money, and that was all that poor
Uncle Lewis had to offer in exchange
for it. I can hardly wonder that he
drank and swore and blustered, for his
whole life with all its treasures of

youth, truth, and affection had gone
in pursuit of very vanity. He had
heaped up riches and what pleasure
was there in them under the sun?
While his sisters wept and trembled,
for they bad loved him well, and their
lives had gone in wishing and waiting
for that which never came. In many
climates their brother had toiled and
schemed to get this money, and now
it availed him only to build a house,
while his tenant farmer had stayed in
his own land, had not labored more
than it is for the happiness of all to
labor, and if he had not much money
had treasures that money could not
buy, a wife, children, a happy home.

WILD FLOWERS,

Swest flowers that spring from vale and hill,
Without a thought, without a care,
Untended e'er, yet thriving still,
Fragrant and pure like Nature’s prayer!

When wakes the brown Earth from her rest,
Like dusky maid from tropic clime,

Ye in her hair and o’er her breast
With cunning blossoms weave and climb.

Beside each rock and by each stream
Your fairy petals stoop to kiss,
And bid the tiny wavelets dream
Of insect joys and coming bliss.

By desert rock and lonely glade
Where but the sun or stars look down,
Where foot of man hath seldom strayed,
Ye sti'l do plat earth’s vernal crown.

Shine, stars ! as dropped from upper sky ;
Look, eyes of blue! from vale and mead ;
Laading our wandering thoughts on high,
Aun nosealed book that all may read.
—Lydia L. A. Very.

—_—e

CULTURE OF TULIFS.,

gﬂ}ﬂ tulip is so perfectly hardy,
flourishes so well under the most
ordinary care, and is so varled and
brilliant, that it never fails to give the
greatest satisfaction. The tulip is
dashing and showy, of the most bril-
liant and varied and delicate coloring,
and desirable even as single specimens,
but it is when grown in masses that
the finest effect is produced. Nothing
in the floral world can equal the daz-
zling brilliancy and gorgeousness of
the bed of good tulips. These who
are acqnainted only with the common,
poor tulips, seen in the country, know
nothing of the character of a good tu-
lip, or the magnificence of a mass of
these superb flowers. Everybody suc-
ceeds so well with tulips, and they are
not expensive.

Any good garden soil willdo for the
tulip. A rich soil is not necessary,
though well rotted manure, rotted sods,
or leaf-mold may be applied when the
earth is poor. See that the drainage
is good before planting. Plant in
October and November. Make the
soil fine and deep. Set the early flow-
ering kinds five inches apart, and the
late varieties six inches. Cover three
inches deep. After tulips have done
flowering they can be taken up and
planted close together in any corner
of the garden until it is time to replant
in the beds in the antumn, or verbenas
or other bedding plants can be'set out
between the rows, and before they

cover the ground the leaves of the
tulips will be sufficiently ripe to be
removed, and the ground can be raked
off neatly.

Tulips are divided into two general
classes, early and late, and these again
into several others. The earlier tulips
flower in this latitude in April, and by
a proper selectlon of early and late
sorts a goed display .can be Kkept up
for nearly two months, if the weather
proves tolerably cool and moist.

Early Tulips.—The earliest of the
early class are the Duc Van Thol, sin-
gle and double. They are in bloom
here in April. The single varieties
are of fine colors—white, yellow, scar-
let, crimson, ete., growing about six
inches in height, and make brilliant,
dazzling beds, that continue gay a
long time. They are also excellent
for growing in the house during the
winter, three or four in a pot. The
donble variety is about the same
height, red, bordered with yellow.
We recommend those not acquainted
with them to try a few Duc Van Thols
for winter flowering in pots, or boxes,
or baskets. Let the soil be very sandy,
and if mixed with a little moss, all the
better.

The Tournesol follows the Duc Van
Thol, with very large double flowers,
keeping in bloom a long time, and very
desirable in all respects. Two varie-
ties, orange and red, and very fine
yellow.

Following the Tournesol, is a large
class of single early tulips, containing
very many splendid varieties. They
flower early, before the sun becomes
very hot, and hence continue in per-
fection a long time. These can always
be depended upon for a brilliant and
enduring bed. No class of tulips will
give greater satisfaction. Our list of
named varieties in this beautiful and
popular class embraces everything de-
sirable yet produced by the most cele-
brated Holland growers.

Double Tulips.—The double tulips
are becoming more popular every year,
and this popularity is not undeserved.
Some are beautifully formed, with del-
ieate shades and stripes; others are as
large and brilliant as the old red p#o-
ny; while others ol equal size are fine
yellow, rose, white, etc. Our list of
named varieties is the best ever offered
in the country.

Parrot Tulips. —The parrot tulips
are exceedingly brilliant. The petals
are long, loose and fringed. Most va-
rieties have three or four colors, as
crimson, yellow, orange and green;
and the effect of such a mingling of
bright colors may be imagined. Those
who plant the parrots, and are unac-
quainted with them, will be surprised
at their magnificence. Our list em-
braces all the distinet varieties known.

Late Tulips.—Of the late tulips there
are many varieties, the distinction be-
tween each more or less clearly de-
fined. These are the great favorites
with florists the world over and are
truly magnificent, with tall, stately
stems, usually eighteen inches in
beight, and large, well formed, highly
colored cups. The late tulips are di-
vided into Bizarres, Byblooms, and
Roses, The Bizarres have yellow
ground, marked with any other color.
Byblooms have white ground, marked
with purple and violet. Roses have
white ground, marked or variegated
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with rose, scarlet, erimson or cherry.
There are some two hundred named
varieties of this class, but many do
not differ very materially from others
of a different name, though all are ex-
ceedingly fine.

Our engraving shows the tulip bulb,
plant, and a flower of natural size.—
Viel’s Floral Guide.

—— e ————

THE WINTER FLOWERING OF
ZGNAL PELARGUNIUMS.

Unlike many growers of these
charmingly varied and useful decora-
tive plants, I grow my collection
mainly for autumn and winter bloom-
ing, instead of for summer flowering.
It is during the months of October,
November, and December especially
that our conservatories are destitute
of the cheering influences of flowers.
I like hright colors during the dull
leaden days of winter, when all is dark
and gloomy without; and the rich
hues of scarlet, rose, crimson, and red
are abundantly supplied by zonal pel-
argoniums. In March last I obtained
about two dozen of the newer varie-
ties of zonal and nosegay pelargon-
iums, all of them growing Im
small 60 pots. As soon as the
roots became somewhat pot bound
they were shifted into 48 pots,
and flowered; and though I had
left the selection of varieties en-
tirely to the nurseryman who had
supplied them, I am bouand to say
it was so good that there was not
one among them I cared to dis-
card.

During the time the plants were
getting established in the 48 pots
1 allowed them to bloom, but as
soon as there were signs of the
plants becoming pot bound they
were again shifted into 82 pots,
and vhe plants put back so as to
form nice *‘bottoms,” as it 1s
termed. The plants are now
thoroughly establishing them-
selves in the large pots; they are
making a vigorous growth, and
blooming well and freely, and by
keeping them fairly dry I hope to

gan, Forbury nosegay, Glitter and
splendor—all shades of red, crimson
and scarlet; Circulator, very fine;
Charles Dickens, a beautiful salmon-
rose nesegay, the petals distinctly
margined with red; and Polly King,
one of the finest salmon-colored vari-
eties yet raised; these have shades of
salmon. Master Christine and Mrs.
Keele, both pink flowered varieties,
the former very free of bloom. Of
pure white flowers slightly blotched
with ecarmine, there are Mrs. Sach,
Reine Blanche, Alice Spencer, Margin-
ata, a beautiful variety; Madame F.
Hock, and souvenir de St. Etienne,
the purest white zonal I have yet met
with.

I do not advance this as a model
or complete collection; I have found
the several varieties to be very dis-
tinet in charncter, and all are more
or less characterized by great freedom
of bloom. My last variety is one of
the finest zonals I have flowered; it
is named Purple Prince, and the rosy
crimson flowers, which are of very
fine quality, are handsomely tinted

with purple.—R. D). in Field.

ing nicely by the middle of September. | and for the beauty of which I am so
Answer.—The growing season for | largely indebted to the members of
smilax is throngh the auntumn and | Tue Housemorp for their valuable
winter months. In March its leaves suggestions.
fade, the stocks wither and die. Its| The little Dick of which T spoke in
resting season is therefore through | the October number beeame so feeble
|the summer months and the bulb  that he could not eat his seed and for
Eshould be kept in the cellar with only ‘ two weeks called for bread every time
. water enough given to prevent it from | he saw it placed upon the table and
withering. In August the young  finally he had no relish for that, his

shoots will start and grow rapidly,
and by the middle or last of Septem-
ber you will have fine smilax two or
three yards in length. C. E. A.

Mg. Gro. E. CrowWELL,—Dear Sir:
—1I saw in the January nuomber of THE
HousegmoLD, page 3, a way to keep
flowers fresh. Inclosed you will find
another way that I think flowers can
be kept much longer.

To keep wreaths, crosses, and loose
flowers fresh, sprinkle well with celd

put in a box te exclude the air, ard
place 1n a cool, dark cellar, and if

the flowers will keep fresh from six
to ten days. C. E. A,

TULIP PLANTS,

TULIP—BULB, PLANTS AND FLOWER.

have them in flower up to Febru-
ary. Nor is this all, for when the
plants are cut back, the cuttings so
obtained are inserted singly in thumb
pots, in which they soon root, and are
then shifted into small 60 pots. Many
of these have developed into nice
young stocky plants of a vigorous
growth, and are throwing up trusses
of fine flowers. In the case of both

the young and old plants, as soon as |
they have done blooming they will be |

allowed to dry off, and in April the
soil will be shaken out from the roots,
the roots trimmed, and put into 48
pots, and again shifted into 82 pots as
before, for autumn flowering. When
the bottoms become toov large they can
be thrown away, and their place sup-
plied by some of the cuttings struck
as above stated. Some of the varie-
ties, too, can be rejected as they be-
come distanced by the superior merits
of other types.

Some of my favorite varietles are— |

Wellington, Henry King, very fine
erimson hue, flowers of splendid form ;
Richard Dean, very fine; Harry Tur-
ner, very fine brilliant red ; Lawrence
Heywood, Cham, Carrie Cochran,

o\ Marchioness of Hereford, Mercy Gro-

-y

FLORAL CORRESPONDENCE.

GEORGE E. CROWELL,—Sir :—C. L.
would like you to answer through
your paper, what will kill earthworms
in house plants without re-potting
them? And oblige, Gy e 84

Algona, ITowa.

Answer.—Apply one or two spoon-
fuls of hard wood ashes. C. E. A.

Can any one tell me if a japonica

can be rooted, and if so, how?
BI1sSTER BESSIE.

Answer.—The camellia japonica is
easily propagated by all florists.
With the inexperienced it is often dif-
ficult to succeed in rooting them. If
| cuttings are taken from well ripened |
| young wood and treated in the same
1' manner as all other outtings are when

rooting, you can, with careful nursing
i and patiently waiting twe or three
i months, succeed in rooting them.
C.E.A.

L. J. W. wishes some lady would
| tell her how to treat the smilax; some
one who has had experience; at what
| spason of the year should the bulbs be

TO ** BEAUTY BELLE."”

If Mr. Crowell does not think
enough has been said ahout canaries,
particularly by me, and has space
which cannot be better filled, I would
like to offer the following in self vin-
dication.

Dear Beauty Belle, I read your
pleasant little speech, so gracefully
made; and I will tell you what my
little boy sald to his papa when he
came home. He sald, ‘“pa, I want
you to hear this, I think he is awful
saucy to mamma.” Now, I did not
think so for I know if you could visit
us in our happy cotliage home, in
which dwell other pets beside birds,
all tenderly cared for and expressing
their love in so many ways, especially
to my humble self, you would like to |
live here too. My best beloved pet |
said to me the other day, “ma, why l

[
is it everything seems to like you bet- |

{ ter than me? The rabbits follow you |
| and the dog likes you best, too.”

I do not keep a cat, although I am |
fond of them, because I like my feath- |
ered pets to enjoy flying about ceep- |

sionally from room to room, among

i dried? I wish to have my plant grow-

the plants which they enjoy so much !

water, wrap them in a newspaper and !

sprinkled every twenty-four hours, |

i breathing became very difficult, we

! made a comfortable bed for him and

i watched him one day and a portion of

| the night, the next morning we found
him dead; we all mourned for him but
it was a great comnsolation to know

| that he never reproached me with un-
kindness or overkindness, not even
with his dying breath.

Adieu, dear Beauty, I hope we shall
| hear from you again and that your
' mind is relleved in regard to the fate
of your companions.

Newark, New Jersey.
SR s
THE LAUGHING PLANT.

LexevE.

i In Palgrave’s work on Central and
| Eastern Arabia, we read of a plaut
whose seeds produce similar ef-
fects to those of laughing gas. It
is a native of Arabia. A dwarl
variety of it is found at Kaseem,
and another variety at Oman,
which attains to a height of from
three to four feet, with woody
stems, wide-spreading branches,
and bright green foliage. Its
flowers are produced in clusters,
and are of a bright yellow. The
seed-pods are soft and wooly in
texture and contain two or three
black seeds of the size and shape
of a French bean. Their flavor
is a little like that of opium and
their taste is sweet; the odor
from them produces a sickening
sensation, and it is slightly of-
fensive.

These seeds contain the essen-
tial property of this extraordi-
nary plant, and when pulverized
and taken in small doses, operate
upon a person in a most peculiar
o manner. He begins to laugh
loudly, boisterously ; then he sings,
| dances, and cuts all manner of fantas-
!tic capers. Such extravagance of
gesture and manner was never pro-
| duced by any other kind of dosing.
The effect continues about an bour,
{ and the patient is uproariously funny
| and comical.
|  When the excitement ceases, the
i exhausted exhibitor falls into a deep
| sleep, which continues for an hour or
lmore; and when he awakens, he is
utterly unconscious that any such
| demonstrations have been enacted by
{ him. We usually say that there is
| nothing new under the sun; buf this
| peculiar plant, recently discovered, as
| it exercises the most extraordinary
’iuﬂnencc over the human brain, de-
mands from men of science a careful
investigation, as well as from the dis-
pensers of the Materia Medica.

4 & —

—It may be laid down, as a general
principle, that a larger proportion of
white flowers are fragrant than those
of any other color; yellow come next,
then red, and iastly blue; after which,
and in like order, may be reckoned vio-
]et; green, orange, brown aud black.
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TRE NEW SPELLIN®.

%}I the May number of Tne House-
%) HOLD, page 108, the depravity of
the public taste in our manner of
gpelling was animadverted npon, and
attention invited to the efforts of the

American Tachygraphic Society to-
wards a reform of this abominable
system, or unsystem. A letter from
T. L. in the Jume number, page 134,
suggested the publication of a new
and phonetie dictionary.

A better expedient is presented.-in a
leaflet from the Rapid Winter Associa-
tion, Andover, Mass. This plan is
mainly the result of careful study and
observation on the part of Prof. D. P.
Lindsley, the well known philologist
and author of tachygraphy; with the
co-operation and_ approval of Prof.
Dewey of Amherst, ex-president Hill
of Harvard, and other scholarly phil-
osophers. While recognizing the
phonetic as the only true theory,
namely, that each letter should have
bat one sound, and each sound one
letter, Mr. Lindsley does not ignore
the stnbborn fact that so great and
abrupt a revolution as a complete con-
formity to this theory would bring
about, is impracticable. The disease
though desperate 18 chromic, and re-
quires a gradual and not a savage
remedy.

. Everybody concedes that it is absurd
in theory to use a for filve or six
sounds, g for j, er c for k or fors; but
—such s the tyranny of fashion,
‘‘right er wrong,” that any extreme
change, even for the better, which is
very novel to the eye, is an offence to
the mind’s e¢ye. Thus, for instance,
kwik for * quick, nolej for * knowl-
cdge,” or Wenzda for ** Wednesday,”
would be intolerable, because ‘‘ so—eh
—outre—yon know.” Hence the fail-
ure of the effort made several years
ago to reform our spelling by the re-
introduction of eertain old Saxon let-
ters for th and for many vowel sounds.

So after briefly quoting Franklin,
Gladstone, Max Muller, Horace Mann,
and others, upon the need of a reform,
Mr. Lindsley, with characteristic mod-
esty, simply says: ¢ Persons willing
to use the nmew orthography in their
writing may make any or all ef the
following changes.”  These are
twelve. They require no new alpha-
betical characters, and may be briefly
summarized as follows :

Omit ¢ from the diagraph ea when
pronounced as e, short. Ex.: hed,
heven, erth.

Omit o from the diagraph eu when
pronouneed as u, short. Ex.: glorius,

Jurny, dubl.

Omit silent e after a short vowel.
Ex.: hav, giv, servil.

Change o to oo in proov, moov, ete.;
and ow to oo in soop, yooth, etc.

Change oo to u in blud, ffuld, ete.

Change ¢i and 7¢ to ee when pro-
nounced as long-e. Ex.: acheer, re-

ceev, beleev, feeld, feend, etc.

Omit final we in catalog, foleeg,
tung, ete.

Omit ¢k when sllent, and supply its

place with f when pronounced as f.
Ex. : dayter, baut, tho, enuf, ete.

Omit the silent letters in cood, wood,
and shood.

Wrile f for ph in alfabet, filospfy, ete.

‘Write k or ¢ for ¢k in all words in
which ¢k is prenounced as k. Ex.:
arkitect, monark, kemistry, cronicle,
ete.

Write sh for ¢k in all words in
which ch has this sound. Ex.: shais,
sharade, shagrin, ete.

It will be observed that Mr. Linds-
ley writes ‘‘croniclo” instead of
kronikl. He is evidently reluctant to
venture upon a rejestion of ¢ for k&,
owing to the vastness' of the number
of words containing con and com, and
the consequent greater offence to the
eye. But when the initial step is
taken, this will readily follow.

The next step would be to write ¢
for ed in the end of words im which it
sounds like ¢, and d for ed in words
where d Is heard, as releast, iivd. In
the latter case, some of the preceed-
ing letters may be changed; e. g.,
trafikt, rarsakt, taimed, indfust; using
in such changes, the simple vowels
for their short sounds, respectively,
and ai for a-long, es for e-long, ef for
i-long, oa or otw for o-long, and iz for
u-long.

Any one wishing to examine the
scheme more in detail can easily ob-
tatn a leaflet, probably at less than a
dollar a hundred.

Our excuse for the length of this
article must be the grave importance
of the subject, as expressed by Prof.
F. A. March before the American
Philological Association at Hartford.

1t 18 of no use,” he satd, “ to try
to charactize with fitting epithets the
monstrous spelling of the English
langunage. .. .. The time lost by it is a
large part of the whole school time of
the mass of men..... Count the hours
which each man wastes at school in
learning to read and spell, the hours
spent throngh life in keeping up and
perfecting his knowledge of spelling,
in consulting dictionaries,—a work
that never ends,—the hours that we
spend in writing silent letters; and
multiply this time by the number of
persons who speak English, and we
shall have a total of millons of years
wasted by each generation. The cost
of printing the silent letters of the
English language is to be counted by
millions of dollars for each genera-
tion..... Besides a changeless orthog-
raphy destroys the material for ety-
mological study, and written records
are valuable to the philologist just in
proportion as they are accurate
records of speech as spoken from
year to year.” B. F. B.

——— e e

A WORD ABOUT MUSNIC,

Ever since Cora’s request appeared
in the Angust number of Tug House-
gorLp I have been hoping that some
one would respond, but as no one
gseems to have done so I have thought
of another plan to urge it, viz.: to
write semething myself and thus pro-
voke some one to do better.

Bhakespeare says :

“ The man that hath no music in himself

Nor is not moved with concord of sweet sonnds,

Is fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils:
Let no such man be trusted.”

While I 28m not prepared to say that

I agree with this law to the full letter,
yet we cannot deny that there is much
of truth in it; indeed to a surprising
degree it is correct.

Music does exert great power for
good. Look at two families alike in
every other respect and see the im-
mense advantage that family has which
is filled with music and musicians.

Time which might otherwise be
spent in gquarrels and disputes is filled
with song and gladness.

*“Days of dreary drudgery may be lightened

Evening's rest so greatly heightened *’
by a good family sing.

Parents, the benefit of supplying
your children with musical merchan-
dise cannot be over-estimated ; moth-
ers, if yon would have industrious,
helpful daughters give them musical
recreation and I assure you they will
work enough better to pay; fathers,
your sons want amusements : will you
provide 1t at home, or will you let
them seek it themselves in the grog
shop and gambling saloon? If you
are able, get each a different instru-
ment and have a little band in your
own family. Who can number the
happy hours spent in this charming
way, or separate the hearts bound to-
gether by their musical concert. If
you are not able to get your eldest
danghter a piano, eldest son a violin,
next a flute, etc.—of conrse consulting
the taste of each in cholice of instru-
ments—get at least one guitar. Ihave
several instruments which I play but
from none do I get that solid enjoy-
ment that I do from the guitar, al-
though it cost less money than any of
the other pleces. I love the guitar
and long fo have it more generally
known and used, and why should it
not be? It is inexpensive, exquisite
for instrumental music, and one of the
sweetest accompaniments for the hu-
man voice. A good one can be pro-
cured for $10, and the best for &75.
So almost any of the famllies of our
Household Band can afford to have one
whether they have other instruments
or not. If no guitar teacher is near a
persen can learn much aleme with
proper application and such a work as
N. P. B. Curtis’ Guitar Instructor,
price three dollars, or if that is thought
too expensive, Howe's, at fifty cents,
of course the former containing much
foller instructions.

We read considerable at the present
day about the {olly of keeping girls at
music when they have no taste for it,
consider the piactics a nuisance and
give it up as soon as they are married.
It is folly! I protest against it and in
this way: Cultivate in your children
while very young a love of music;
take an interest in the little pieces or
evemn exercises they may learn, and
right here let me say—if you don’t
feel able to get a good piano do not I
beg of you get a poor one if you are
able to have a good organ or melodeon.

I have confined this article to those
who are to furnish the instruments,
encouragement and time, and if Mr.
Crowell will allow me perhaps I will
speak another time to those who are
studying this noble harmonical sci-
cnee. EUTERPE.

oy ARt

THE REFVIEWER.

HARPER’S for February is full of fresh and
seasonable articles, 8 number of which are

profusely illustrated. “ New Washington,”
by George Alfred Townsend, sets forth with
pen and pencil the extensive changes and
improvements that have been made in the
national capital since the war. * Wonders
of the Lowlands” is an interesting survey of
the work of the mound builders in the Mise-
isippi Valley. Hon. John Bigelow in *De
Witt Clinton as a Politician,” throws new
light on the character of the stategman, and
on the politics of his time. The fourth paper
of the Centennial Series discusses the prog-
ress of mechanical invention in the depart-
ments of domestic machinery, arms, and or-
dinance, the telegraph and other application :
of electricity, fire-cngines and flre-alarms,
gas and ice manufacture, mining machinery,
sugar-making, glass and paper making, arti-
flcial 1lmbs, etc. Other attractions of the
number are James Parton’s ‘‘ Aneient Cari-
catnre;” Lyman Abbott’s * Christian Mis-
sions;” Moncure Conway’s * Professor Faw-
oelt;” Emilio Castelar’s  Republican move-
ment in Europe;” Miss Thackeray’s new
novel, *“ Miss Angell,” and poems by Eliza-
beth Stoddard, Anna C. Brackeit, Harriet
Prescott Bpofford, and others.

PERKINS’ ANTHEM BOOK.—Price #1.50;
$13.50 per dozen. Published by OLIVER
Ditson & Co.

The first thing that will strike one, in ex-
amining this new oollection, is its very com-
mon sense arrangement. Being intended for
common choirs, and not for a skilled guar
tette, (although there is much appropriate
musie for such an organization), most of the
compositiong are easy. The text is generally
from Scripture, and the get pieces, anthems,
sentences, etc., nearly one hundred in all,
are just what is wanted for an opening piece,
voluntary, or whatever the name i@ which
may be used to denote a piece sung exclu-
sively by the choir, and not by the congrega-
tion. There are multitudes of these short
solog or dnets which are 80 coximon in tunes
and anthems, and may be sung either in
chorus or by solo veices. In addition there
are about thirty solos and duets of some
length and character, intended espeeially for
one or two voices. The music is nearly all
of the best quality, and those in need of a
new anthem book wounld be guite safe in
choosing this.

LITTELL’8 LIVING AGE. The numbers of
The Living Age, for the weeks ending Febru-
ary 6th and 13th, are full of interesting and
valoable reading. They contain Nasmyth’s
Physical History of the Moon, from the Edin-
burgh Review; Mr. Lowell’s Poems, Corn-
hill; SBaxon Studies, by Julian Hawthorne,
Part 1V, Contemporary Review; German
Home Life, Fraser; The 8hakers or Girling-
ites, Spectator; The Mcntal Effecis of the
Cold, Speoctator; A Vandal Venice, Pall Mall
Gazetle; The Literary Partnership of Can-
ning and Frere, Fraser; False Economy,
Victoria Magazine; together with * Miss
Angell,’ by Miss Thackeray, “ Fated to be
Free,” by Jean Ingelow, and the continuation
of “ Three Feathers,” by William Black, and
the usual select poetry and miscellany.
With fifty-two such numbers, of sixty-four
large pages each, (aggregating over 3000
pages & year) the subscription price ($8) is
low: or still better, for $1¢.50 any one of the
American $4¢ monthlies or weeklies is sent
with The Living Age for a year, both post-
paid. LITLELL & GAY, Boston, Publishers.

WELLS’ ANNUAL OF PHRENOLOGY AND
PHYBIOGNOMY for 1876 contains many Por-
traits, Biographieg, and Characters, of lead-
ing men; all the Presidents of- the United
States; Canon Kingsley; James Lick; Pere
Hyacinth; Von Kaulbach; John Tyndall;
John Laird; Characters in Shakespeare; Our
Eyes—Blue, Black, Grey Green, Large, Small,
Almond, etc., with more than twenty illustra-
tions; all about Sleep; Eating to Live, and
Living to Eat; Blushing, Cause and Cure;
Our Faces Open Beoks; Horse Phrenology ;
a Cheerful Face; What Am I Good For?
and much other useful and entertaining mat-
ter. Large octavo, full of pictures. sent first
post for 256 cents. Address 8. R. Wells, 380
Broadway, New York.

THE SANITARIAN 18 one of the most valua-
ble publications of the times. It is fided
with articles of general and popular interest,
which are well adapted to disseminate a
knowledge of those laws of life and health
which would greatly centribute tothe sum of
human happiness and well-being. Our age
has abundant reason to avail itself of such
literature. Published by A. 8. Barnes & €o.,
New York.
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We have recently reccived the following  Friendly Voice to Greet Me, song and chorus, }nllmau You may Pet me as much a8 you| Mr. Howard Paunl; Be Faithtul to your Ab-
pieces of music from the well known house | by H. P. Danks, and Uncle Sam, the Great | please, a ballad, by Harrison Willard ; Flora, | sent Friend, duet and chorus, by Dr. Henry
of W. H. Boner & Co., Philadelphia. Swan | Military Song, by J. J. White. - | mazurka-caprice, by Miss Sophia Flora Heil- | Hyatt; Melly, My Darling, Come over the

Song, from Lahengrin; Belle Fonte Galop,| Also, from Oliver Ditson & Co., Boston, I)rnn Kutschke, polka, by Ludwig Stasny;| Sea, song and chorus, by S8am'l N. Mitchell;
by Miss Mary D. Thomas; The Red, Rcdine have Pearly Gates and Golden Bars, a | City of Peking, galop, by Chas. E. Pratt; | When will my Boy Come back to Me? song
0. Rose, a song, by F. G. Caulfman; Casting allLaong and chorug, by M. C. Thayer; On the | We Sail To-morrow, Darling, a ballad, by J. | and chorus, by Chas. E. Praft, and Oh! How
F\I\un Jesus, a quartette, by F. J. Boller; No | Banks of the Hudson, polka, by Wm. A. | W. Wheeler; Breach of Promise, song, by | D| lightfu)l, waltz, by James L. Molloy.
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HOWARD’S TALK ABOUT
FAMILY SEWING.

BY U. U.

ynt
F—}M RS. ARNOLD had gone to spend
: the afiernoon with her friend and
neighbor, Mrs. Howard. It was in
the latter winter days, or rather on
the verge of spring, though still eold
weather in the New England town
where these ladies lived. But wintry
as it was without, and the snow still
covering the ground, Mrs. Arnold
found her hostess deep at work upon
summer garments, and she had bat
that moment been trying a dress of
light fabric on to one of her daugh-
ters, while a good display of clothing
might have been seen upon the bed in
the bed-room, close by the sitting-
room, where she was at work. ?

Mrs. Howard began, woman-like,
to apologize for having so much work
around; *‘but I was just planning to-
day,” said she, * and taking a general
oversight of the fleld before com-
mencing operations in good earnest
for summer, as I must soon do.”

“You are coming out in summer
fashions early, are you not?’ asked
the visitor, in a pleasant, neighborly
Way.

*‘T am not so sure about the com-
ing ont at present,” was the reply,
“ or about the summer fashions either,
though we are beginning to get some
glimpses in our pattern and fashion
journals, of what will be the general
styles. But as to that, it makes little
difference in the work I am now dcing,
as I must do about as I can with these
last year’s garments, for us all around.”

**You believe in taking time by the
forelock in sewing, as in other things,
I see,” replied Mrs. Arnold, who
though a most excellent woman, and
good housekeeper was always being
driven to death with her family sew-
ing at the very time it was needed to
be worn. * For my part,” she went
on, ‘it js more than I cando to keep
up with the season’s work without go-
ing ahead into next season till it has
come.”

“ Why,” said Mrs. Howard, *‘ this is
just the slackest time of the whole
yvear for work; our winter sewing
was all done by mid-winter, and I
have been taking things quite at my
ease since, as far as having work
drive me is concerned. But now the
days are growing longer, which warns
me that summer will be coming by
and by, and if I am half ready for it
now, I shall not have nearly as hard a
time in the busy seasen, as I other-
wise should. Spring work, such as
house cleaning, making flower garden,
and additional housework will soon be
along, leaving me little time then for
sewing, more than the necessary
mending from week to week.

¢ But,” said Mrs. Arnold, * it never
seems as though I knew what was to
be wanted for the season till the time
comes; and as for getting new cloth
to make up, it is as much as I can do
to purchase it when it is positively

MES.

needed. It is always rather close
times for money in the dull seasons,
and we wait till we must have new
garments before the money is handed
over for them.”

“ Why,” returned Mrs. Howard,
“ we always plan for that ahead, and
unless more than ordinarily crowded,
manage to make part of our purchases
ahead, whieh is a saving all around.
Here I have been getting new cotton
and making up into under clothes to
be put on, especially for the children,
when they take off their flannel, and
thus save the ¢lder, half-worn cloth-
ing for the heated season, which makes
it more comfortable in every way.
The merchants are glad to sell goods
cheaper at the dull season, and I much
prefer to go without a new winter
suit, if I must, to save the money to
get indispensable necessities to make
up at my leisure, instead of being
hurried to death by and by. I have
been getting prints and cambrics,
which we shall soon be making—for
Anna will help—and we know about
as well now as we shall in months to
come how we shall want our common
dresses made.”

¢ 1t does not make so much differ-
ence about them, I know,” said Mrs.
Arnold, ‘“ but for some reason I never
can get them, or commence the mak-
ing, till they are needed, and then
often must wait till late in the season
before I can make a new garment for
myself, as the children must be cared
for first.”

“Well, as ] manage,” sald Mrs.
Howard—**if you will not think me
egotistical to talk so much about my
work—I have our common dresses,
and also Johnny's summer school
clothes ready before needed, and then
when it comes time for making and
repairing our better ones, which we,
of course, must bave in the later fash-
ions, we can do it more at ease than
to be crowded with everything else at
the same time. And even when I
need to hire part of my sewing done,
I mapage in the same way, thus giv-
ing the seamstress work in dull times,
for I find it helps both them and my-
self to do so. But as a usual thing, I
hire little done, and I find in the busy
season that it is difficult to get work
done when I want it, as it is to find
time to do it myself.”

¢ Yes, I know how that is,” said
Mrs. Arnold, * for such help is not as
plenty in our country homes as in
cities, where so many are wanting
work. But cousin Emma says that she
makes it a matter of charity to plan
to have as much of her sewing given
out in the hard months, that are sure
to come in the last of the winter, to
women who live by their needle. She
hires considerable work done out of
the house and considers it far better
to help the poor to help themselves,
than to give outright to those able to
work. And she finds also, that it is a
great help and convenience to herself
to have as large a share as possible of
her sewing done before the garments
are actually needed to be worn.”

“And,” continued Mrs. Howard, ¢ if
all ladies were as thoughtful for them-
selves, and for those in their employ,
as she is, it would be better for them-
selves, and such a help to the poor.”

‘“Yes, I dare say so,” replied Mrs.

Arnold, “and really I am beginning

to quite fall in with your way. But
here I am, bindering you from your
plans, for you were preparing for a
good afternoon’s work, if all those
garments were to be taken into con-
sideration.”

“ (0 no,” was the cheery answer,
‘‘ another day will do as well for that,
Here is a suit of my own,” she went
on, taking up a dress from the bed,
“ that I must make out one for Anna
for a school suit, as best I can, and
bave it all ready when needed. Then
here is one of Anna’s for little Bess,
while there are others for all of us, to
be repaired, mended, and taken into
consideration at leisure. And the
boys’ garments are also to be over-
looked; my plans as far as possible
made for them, all of which I ean do
more easily for the very reason that
my work is not driving me, and thus
driving all the wits out of my head,
as being over-hurried will do.”

¢ That s so, as I well know,” re-
plied the visitor, *though I had
scarcely thought how the hurry of the
season could be avoided.”

“ And then when our repairing is
done, or, as fast as it is completed
from week to week, I begin to have
the garments starched and ironed,
and ready in the press to be put on
when required. It is our way in the
rall, which is always a busy time, to
have our summer garments washed
and laid aside without starching,
Ironing, or mending at the time. In
fact, we just tuck them snungly away
into winter guarters, and let them re-
main unmolested till about these days.
But to think of leaving them, as some
housekeepers do, till April or May
sunshine bids them come forth, and
then to have all necessary repairs to
make, and the ironing up, would be a
double task indeed, while along now
it Is comparatively easy to do itin our
own time.”

“Yes,” replied Mrs. Arnold, ‘¢ but
how about getting ready for winter?
can you take time by the forelock
there?”

¢t To considerable extent I find I can.
For you see if a share of my summer
sewing is done in the latter winter
days, I do not have it lingering along
till fall, and thus can begin in the lat-
ter summer, or early autumn days, to
prepare for the winter siege. In this
case, our flannel undergarments can
be ready.for wear and such other
things as are not required to be par-
ticularly fashionable. Stockings,
and mittens, and thick gloves, etc.,
etc., which in the spring may have
been laid aside out of repair, can all
be gotten in readiness, and a general
estimate made then, of what will be
needed in the family to wear for the
coming season. Of course, some
things are to be gnided by the needs
of the moment and the caprice of
fashion, but much can be forecast in
August or September as well as two
months later, when cold fingers and
tees, and shivering bodies, begin to
call for our warmer garments. Then
how comfortable to have some 'of
them, at least, all in readiness to don
at a moment’s warning.”

¢ Just so,” said Mrs. Arnold, ‘‘and
though some of us older housckeep-
ers, who have always been behind the
times may not be able to change our
ways to any considerable extent, it

would be well for younger ones to
take hints from your way.”

And overhearing all this talk, I just
took notes for the said young house-
keepers of THE HOUSEHOLD.
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PLAIN WOOLEN DERESSES.

During the season of storm, wind
and suow, costumes of plain woolen
material are of the first necessity, to
by far the greatest number of women.
To the few that shine as * bright par-
ticular stars” on the fashionable hori-
zon,—and these, we suspect are hardly
likely to seek our modest notes for
information of the latest modes,—their
evening dresses, exquisite creations of
lace and tulle, silk and satin, to say
nothing of

“ Brocades ard velvets, and other material,
Quite as expensive and much more etherial ;™
may occupy the first place in thought,
and quite overshadow in importance
even the elegant suit of camel’s hair
and matelasse cloth in which the for-
tunate beauty appears on the street on
fine days or speeds down the avenues
in earriage or cutter when walking is
impracticable.

But the majority of women are uot
petted darlings of fashion. The busy
housewives, careful managers who
must expend their limited means with
eaution, and poorly-paid working-
girls, make up the great army of the
sex, always. A ‘‘noble army of mar-
tyrs,” too often, sacrificing them-
selves, their time, health, and strength
to the whims of fashion, even in defi-
ance of the warnings of their own
good sense.

However, we, as fashion annotators,
would certainly never condemm the
desire that fills every woman’s breast
to look as well as she possibly can
with the means allowed ber. The
ambition is quife commendable in it-
self and our object in writing our
fashion notes for the use of our sis-
ters, is to enable them to gratify this
ambition without unreasonable trouble
or expense.

Woolen dress materials, of the
nicest grades, are really, not meta-
phorically, sold now * at prices to suit
the times.” The times are indeed
hard, the money market is dull and
depressed, but fine merinos of pure
wool retail at 65 and 50 cents per
yard, empress cloths and beautiful
English serges at 40 cents, and a
pretty winter dress is probably as eas-
ily procured now as at any previous
season. All of these materials are
serviceable and in good taste, and if
the dresses fit nicely and are prettily
made and trimmed, they furnish most
¢ gtylish ” costumes.

This season, especial favor has been
shown to the darkest shades of posi-
tive colors, in the selections ef g
mode.” Reddish or golden browns,
purple-tinted blues, olive-greens, and
various other tints that have won
much popularity in the past are quite
set aside now. Nut browns, deep
rich blues and greens, stone grays, the
indescribable shades known as slate
color, wine or plum color, and invisi-
ble green, have for the time usurped
their places. Cardinal red is worn
much, for school dresses by young
girls, and house dresses by older per-
sons, -‘while black is worn by matrons,
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maidens, and school-girls, more than
all the colors counted together.

As most women expect their woolen
dresseés to answer both for house and
street wear, they make them up as
complete costumes. For this double
purpose it is advisable to regulate the
length of the skirt by some appliance
or fastening. For the house the skirt
should touch the floor, or even be
slightiy trained, but if provided with
a ,convenient string, either drawn
through a shir in the skirt near the
top or through rings attached, it can
be readily shortened to a reasonable
length for street wear.

Make the skirt of your dress, then,
long enough for house wear; do not
cut it very full, but, we beg of you, al-
low it sufficient fullness to permit of
your walking comfortably in it. Inp
the of good taste, common
sense, and decency, we protest against
the extreme scantiness of the fashion-
able dress-skirt of the present and the
last season. Sensible physicians stig-
matize the use of swaddling bands
for infants as feolish and barbarous.
How much more uncivilized and ab-
surd to swathe the limbs of mature
persons so tightly as to prevent all
healthy action! But this is a need-
lessly lengthy digression. We will
suppose that your skirt is already cut
and with all the fullness that good
taste and graceful drapery require.
In making it up we would advise you
to line it throughout. 1t is by many
considered unnecessary to line the
skirts of any but very fine dresses,
hutthe extra wear that can be obtained
from a lined skirt quite pays for the
few yards of cheap lining essential.
Bind the bottom with dress braid, and
finish with a skirt protector. It is
also well to face the lowest flounce of
a dress with skirt braid, which pre-
vents all unsightly fraying. ¥or the
trimming, it should be alike all around,
or if the back breadths are laid in box-
pleats, according to a very elegant
present style, there should be no
other trimming allowed. One broad
flounce all around the bottom of the
skirt, turned up on the right side with
a French hem, and with one or two
shirred puffs above, finishes a skirt
nicely. Or the flounce may be laid in
close side pleats below the puffs ; when
complete this trimming should cover
from ten to fourteen inches of the
skirt. Another plan is to have two
bias ruffles, put on with shirring,
some distance apart, and a knife pleat-
ing of the same width between them.
A narrow knife pleating is #lso a very
pretty finish to the wide flounce.

For the upper portion of the dress
you have your choice between the po-
lonaise, the basqaoe and overskirt. If
you select the former we advise you
to get a pattern of one of the long
styles with a basque back. If you
choose one of these, you can trim it
around the bottom with a narrow
knife pleating, with woelen fringe or
‘with simple cerding, or even three or
four rows of machine stitching on the
balf-wide hem. Finish the basque
back with a plain piping or pleating on
the square lappels, or buttons with
simulated button holes, or with loops
and small pockets. If you select the
cuirass polonaise, the same general
directions for trimming will answer,

name

line of a basque on the surface of the
polonaise, with pleating or with fringe.

But, on the other hand, if you
choose the basque and over-skirt, you
will find the cuirass sbape quite to
your mind, and you may make it either
single or double breasted, as your
fancy may advise. Or, you may
choose the pleated basque, s0 becom-
ing to slender ladies. This pleated
waist has become so popular that
ladies are using it for silk dresses.
For an over-skirt you should choose
the long apron front. This can be
trimmed with a knife pleating around
the bottem only, if you so wish, or
you can follow a fancy now very prev-
alent, in trimming these aprons with
three curved or pointed rows, that
give the effect of borders for three
aprons. This trimming can be in the
form of overlapping folds of the ma-
terial, or knife pleating headed with a
narrow fold, or bias bands, or fringe,
or braiding. This style of trimming
is only pretty, however, for tall and
slender ladies. Short ladies should
trim these over-skirts with length-
wise bands, or rows of braid, or gal-
loon; and those who are very short
and stout would do well to finish the
front breadth with perpendicular rows
of trimming, and dispense entirely
with the separate aproms.

The cuirass basque should fit the
figure very closely, and requires no
trimming about the waist. The edge
may be finished with any trimming,
either a simple cording of the mate-
rial, a pleating, woolen fringe, or lace.
The pleated basque has even less need
of trimming. The addition of hand-
some buttous, however, is required,
and a beit can often be worn to give
an elegant finish to the corsage. The
neck should be high and flnished with
the popular standing collar.

For the trimming of slecves the
styles are legion, but the foundation
is always a simple, narrow coatsleeve.
Lengthwise trimmings are seen on
some of the sleeves of imported
dresses, but this fashion is so unbe-
coming that it can never become real-
ly popular. One of these styles is to
have the outside seam scalloped, and
a button and button-hole in each secal-
lop; or a pufff of the material is set
in the outer seam from armhole to
wrist. This is a pretty device to fol-
low, if the arm is very short; and if
you wish to correct the opposite de-
fect, horizontal baads and rows of
braid can be placed around the sleeve.
Puffs on the upper part of the sleeves
are very much worn, and are very
pretty; small puffs are also somctimes
placed on the lower part of the sleeve.
Double and triple cuffs, all turning
back from the wrist, are very pretty,
and so are two cufls, one turning for-
ward and the other back, or knife
pleatings falling over the wrist.
Piped bias bands, very plain, but very
pretty, are also still in favor.

these shirred puffs so generally used
as the heading of flounces. The fav-
orite way to make these, for silks es-
pecially, is with many rows of gath-
ering ; this mode, however, is objec-
tionable, because it causes the catch-
ing of so much dust, and, besides, it
is not easy to gather heavy fabries in
this way. A better plan is to draw a

save that you must simulate the out-

single puff some four inches wide, on

A word or two about the making of

a cord, with a narrow frill at each

edge. When a puff is made in this
way, with a frill on each side, it

sheuld be very full and laid flat upon
the dress beneath.

Large pipings are also a noticeable
item in the present styles for making
dresses.  These are used for trim-
ming, as we have said before, and are
also especially in dresses for young
airls, often put in those seams which
connect the different parts of walist,
that is, make the ontline of the form.
Sleeves should always be set into the
waist with large piping, and the same
should edge collar and cuffs. All
dresses should be cut now with short
shoulder-seams, and high rounding
top of the coat-sleeve with narrow
back—the French pattern, without
forms, is the best to use,—and side
seams deeply sloped.—Fireside Friend.

-

KNIITING AND TATTING.

You were deploring the follics of
the present age and telling with some-
thing very like a sneer in your tones,
if not on your face, how you had just
seen half a dozen young ladies sitting
down for an afternoon with nothing
but tatting in their hands, and think-
ing how much better it would have
been if they were knitting stockings
instead.

Did you ever sit down for halfl an
hour (you would have called that long
enough) among a circle of stocking
knitters? And did not their tongues
go faster than their needles? telling
how * Mrs. Jones was making a new
dress, the second one this month,”
how ¢ Miss Hardy wanted a beau,”
and ¢ they were afraid that Mrs. Sar-
gent had married an awful scold,” and
that there was ‘‘ something very mys-
terious about that pretty widow, Mrs.
Snow, who had just moved into the
new house on the bill.”

Afterward you wouald find it a para-
dise to rest among that bright bevy oi
tatting makers, and you would find
that when girls are tatting it is quite
impossible to be tattling; the two
things are as far removed as light and
darkness. Knitting, yes, there you
are in a great arm-chair with your ball
of blue yarn in your lap, (in your old
dress of course) lounging back lazily,
and thinking of nothing. Or, if you
are not such an inveterate knitter as
to have lost all faculty of thinking,
you see belore you a pair of grimmy,
dirty hands and from them go to won-
dering if you can get the next pair of
stockings done before these have
openings at toes and heels as well as
at the top, and ache in prospect of the
mendings and washings that are to
come, wondering why you are doomed
to the dirt and degredation of blue
stocking yarn, while Mrs. Smith across
the street can find time to go to all
the lectures and even make edgings!
And before you know it you are sour
and cross, and Mr. Gray comes home
for a quiet, pleasant evening to find
your heart and face as well as your
hands begrimmed with blue stocking
yarn.

But if you are only tatting; sitting
with your face to the west, the dainty
lace-work gliding from under your
fingers—they are white and clean now
—while between the countings of one,
two, three, four, purl, you are hum-
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ming snatches of * What a beautiful
world,” and hardly knowing it, be-
cause your thoughts have gone out
from and beyond this world—stopping
a moment it is true, with the lace-
work before you, to see that pretty
vision of a liftle face all smiles and
dimples, with this very same piece of
tatting around the white neck and the
chubby baby hands almost lost in a
network of the same—the low baby
laugh and the happy baby face fading
away together, your soul among the
pure, glad things of heaven, among
the fleecy drifting clouds—the loops
and purls of your lace carried you
there in one moment changing into
mist and surshine—your quick fingers
as busy as ever, the shuttle going
back and forth all the same, but you
far up with the clouds—drifting, drift-
ing, drifting—until they sink down
into the far west—down, down, down,
—until they are losi in day’s golden
death, to come forth inte a brighter
day’s glorious morning.

And so you find yourself back again
happier and better, to the bit of dain-
tiness in your fingers and the dariing
baby face beside you, back to feel that
it is a glad sweet thing to be a woman,
and that there is not another in all
the world quite as happy as you are at
this moment. Lo1s LAURIE.

R o

A GOOD COMPLEXION.

Nothing Is so exceedingly annoying
to a young girl as an imperfect skin.
If we address anyone we imagine that
person’s attention to be immediately
drawn to our one source of discomfort,
a broken out face; if they speak to us,
we are positively difildent on account
of our misfortune.

Dear girls, the writer has had ex-
perience in this, and can sympathize
with you. For three years my face
would continually keep breaking out
with a sort of rash, rot large unsightly
blotches, for such I never had, but I
feel surc that If what I used did help
me it would benefit those who were
worse.

I tried everything of which I had
ever heard, and plenty of which I nev-
er had, but without avail. I became
disgusted with everyone in the world,
especially mysell. Every day I met
girls, coarse and illiterate, who knew
and cared nothing about eduecation
and refinement, whose faces were as
smooth and rosy as any could desire,
but I was destined to wear this, an ir-
ritable and pimply skin, and I became
exceedingly morose and low-spirited.

But one day, a day which will never
fade from my memory, while reading
amagazine the word ‘‘oatmeal” caught
my eye. I determined to procure
some; that very evening [ brought
home four pounds, and from that time,
(last September) have not ceased to
use it twicea day. Take the dry meal,
a little on a preserve plate, pour on
just enough cold water to make it thin,
strain through a little sieve, and dip-
ping a cloth into the water, wash over
the face onee or twice and let it dry;
this does not take over five minutes,
and the result is what? Allmy friends
exclaim about my beautiful complex-
ion.

Please follow my example, and you

see the result. L. A. L.

will not regret the trouble when you -
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BREAKFAST COOKERY.

g'r is a well-known fact that no
country in the world possesses
better materials for cookery than ours;
yet there is perhaps no country where
the cooking is, as a general rule,
worse. Why Is this? I answer, gen-
erally because the mistresses of
houses are so lamentably ignorant on

the subject. Still, ignorance is a
fault which can always be remedied—
a little teaching, some thought, pa-
tience and practice, will teach the
most deficient, even if she have ever
so little aptitude for cookery. The
love of cooking is, I think, born in
some women, though some are foolish
enough to imagine that it is unlady-
like to indulge in its practice; our
great-grandmothers did not think so;
therefore, I really do not see why we
should, though far be it from me to
wish to imitate them in everything.

" Pye-Chevasse writes at some length
on this subject; he ridicules the
notion of it being unladylike to be
occupied with cookery and other
household duties—he even says that
they are necessary to health. In one
of his popular works he says:—¢ It
might be said that the wife is not the
proper person to cook her husband’s
dinner. True; but a wife should see
and know that the cook does her duty,
and if she did perchance understand
how the dinner ought to be cooked, I
have yet to learn that the bhusband
would for such knowledge think any
worse of her. A grazing farmer is
three or four years in bringing a beast
to perfection fit for human food. Is it
not a sin, after so much time and
pains, for an idiot of a eook, in the
course of one short hour or two, to
ruin by vile cookery a joint of such
meat? Is it not time, then, that a
~wile herself should know how 2 joint
of meat ought to be cooked, and thus
be able to give instructions accord-
ingly?”

Having, 1 hope, suceessfully proved
the necessity of a mistress looking
after the cooking, or at least superin-
tending it, I will proceed to say a few
words on the subject of the meal we
call breakfast. Eggs frequently form
a principal item in it, and they are
usually eaten in one of three ways,
i. e., boiled, poached, or fried. Now
there are at least fifty different modes
of cooking eggs; therefore, why not
try some of them? We have most of
us eaten an omelette, but how many
of us have eaten really a good one?

A poor cook will make a firm, hard,
pale mass with a kind of water gravy
round, which she in her ignorance
calls an omelette. Show the produc-
tion to the humblest little French cook,
and if she is not too polite she will
laugh in your face when you tell her
what the name of your' dish is. The
reason that our omeleftes are wrong
is that they are usually so complicated.
Another reason is that when we fly
for instructions to our cookery books,
they generally misdirect us by intro-
ducing ingredients which should be ut-

terly foreign to them; and the mode of
cooking is not very clearly given.

Now this is the way a French wo-
man showed me how to make a plain
omelette. Take one-quarter pound of
good fresh butter or lard, six eggs,
the fresher the better, half a teaspoon-
ful of chopped parsley if liked, a little
very flnely minced onion, pepper and
salt to taste; use a very clean frying
pan, put into it the butter or lard, and
bring to a boiling point; then, having
well beaten all your eggs together
with the parsley, onions, salt, and
pepper, pour the mixture into the pan.
When the part nearest the bottom of
the pan sets, raise it carefully with a
fork, and let the uncooked part take
its place, and go on till your eggs are
cooked. Be careful not to cook them
too long, or they will be like leather;
an omelette when completed should
combine a savory gravy of its own
with a certain degree of firmness.
When the mass is slightly browned
on the under side, give it a dextrous
turn in the pan, and as you tilt it into
the hot dish you must have ready to
receive it, with a tap fold it in two,
and then you have your omelette com-
plete. Now this requires just a little
practice to accomplish, but it soon
comes; the great secret of success is
tohave the eggs very fresh, the but-
ter quite boiling in the pan, and an
equal heat over the bottom of it.
Once a plain omelette is achieved, of
course endless varieties are intro-
duced, as various herbs chopped up
and mixed with the oysters,
kidneys, fish, and so on.

Another very tasty way of serving
eggs for breakfast, is as follows:—
Prepare as many little cases of strong
paper (ramequin cases do beautifully)
as you have eggs, well butter the
sides and bottom of each, sprinkle
with finely chopped herbs. Put a
small piece of butter in a dish that
will conveniently hold the cases—as a
shallow pie dish—arrange them in it,
break an egg into each, pepper and
salt them, then cover each egg with
bread crumbs mixed with grated Par-
mesan cheese, cook them gently in a
slow oven till the eggs are nicely set,
and serve in the dish very hot; a nap-
kin may be neatly pinned round the
dish.

Hardly-boiled eggs, cut in half, the
yolks removed and well mixed with
butter and anchovy paste, are also
very nice. The whites should be re-
filled with the mixture, also the out-
sides must be covered with it; they
are then egged, bread-crumbed, and
fried a nice brown. Care must be
taken to preserve the shape of the
half piece of egg, or the appearance
of the dish will be spoiled; they may
be served on toast or not, as preferred.
Hard-boiled eggs, if the sauce is well
and earefully made, are always good;
so are curried eggs; and, indeed, a
variety of sauces may be devised for
them, which make a number of addi-
tions to our breakfasts.

ros
eggs,

—
BOILED WHIEAT.

Excellent dishes for breakfast, din-
ner, or supper, can be made from un-
ground wheat boiled. The freshest
and cleanest wheat, with the plumpest
kernels, should 'be sclected.

white and the amber-colored wheats

TlteI

cook the most readily, and they are
also preferable on account of having
a thinner skin. Time is saved, in
picking it over, to have it flrst run
through a smut machine and then
washed, though the cooking over is
indispensable. Put it to boil with
five or six parts water to one of wheat,
by measure. Cover close, and after
it begins to boil set it where it will
barely simmer. Cook it four or five
hours, or until the kernels mash readi-
ly between the thumb and finger.
Hard wheat of any kind will require
still more time, and some kinds may
be cooked all day without softening.
When done it should be even full of
water or juice, which thickens and be-
comes gelatinous on cooking. BSalt
and send to the table warm, to eat
with meats and vegetables at dinner.
It can also be eaten by itself, trimmed
with sugar or butter, or both, orsyrup,
or milk. . It molds nicely, and may be
served cold at breakfast or supper, or
it may be steamed up and served hot
at breakfast. The long cooking it re-
quires of course precludes its being
served fresh at that meal. After it
has once cooled, however, it can not
be made so soft and liquid as at first
by any subsequent cooking. Like
other starch, when it once sets it loses
its liguidity.—Science of Health.
—

TO EAT, AND
TO LIVE,

LIVING EATING

Eating is a necessity ol life, but the
spectacle presented at some tables
when the family has assembled for a
meal might well suggest the question,
do those people know why they eat?
To be sure, no little knowledge is
requisite if we would supply the wants
of nature in a proper manner; but is
there any hardship in informing one’s
self with respect to so important a
matter as the preservation of a strong,
healthy body? Is health, and its ac-
cessory ability to perform life’s duties
well, a minor consideration, quite in-
ferior to a knowledge of arithmetic,
or geography, or of the mechanics of
music? An eminent English observer
has said that *‘ a man must live forty
years before he knows how to eat.”
True enough according to the preva-
lent mode of gathering the knowledge
of what is fit or unfit for our stomachs
as we go along in life, thus making
our system a sort of experimental lab-
oratory for the analysis of all sorts of
so-called pabulum. And how few sur-
vive forty years of constant experi-
ment with their alimentary function!

The masses are yet quite ignorant
of the philosophy of nutrition, and
riot in their ignorance. The house-
wife may be skilled in the preparation
of toothsome dishes, but very rarely
knows what is suitable or umsuitable
among her materials for the uses of
the body. If the article ‘‘tastes
good,” that quality is generally a suf-
ficient warrant for its appropriation.—
Annual of Phrenology and Physiog-
ROMY-
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—Do not use cracked dishes, such
dishes absorb oils or fats from the
different kinds of food placed upon
them.—These fats soon decompose in
the pores of the dish, and no amount
of cleansing canremove the nauseating
and poisonous deposit. Such dishes

are fllthy and unfit for use. The pe-
culiarly unpleasant taste sometimes
noticed upon pie crust is caused by
their being baked upon old; eracked
dishes, from which the rancid fat from
previous baking has been absorbed:
———

THE DESSERT.

VAGUE.
I bear about by day and night
The mnost acute of maladies ;
To picture it in black and white
The object of this ballad is.
Permit me, gentle reader, please,
‘To breathe in your auricular—
1 suffer trom a fell disease
Called nothing in particular.
To render it the more intense,
And nearly unendurable,
My doctor says in confidence,
*Tis totally incurable.
My mind has threatened ere te-day
‘To lose its perpendicular,
And fall a melancholy prey
To nothing in particular.
— Loudor Fun.

— We see, says Swift, in one of his
sarcastic moods, “ What God thinks
of riches by the people he gives them
0.

—“ My dear sir, I will pay you in
time—and since time iz money, the
longer you wait the surer you are of
your pay.”

—A boarding-house keeper mixed
some patent medicine in his hash be-
canse it was advertised as a cure for
consumption.

—A young wife, caressing lher lap-
dog, cried out with transport: ‘ Ob,
my jewel, you are the dearest puppy
in the world—except my hushand.”

—A teacher who, in a fit of vexec-
tion called her pupils a set of young
adders, upon being reproved for her
language, apologized by saying that
she was speaking to those just com-
mencing their arithmetic.

—A party of Fort Wayne young
gentlemen dined sumptuously at a res-
taurant, and each one insisted on pay-
ing the bill. To decide the matter it
was proposed to blindfold the waiter,
and the first one he caught should pay
the bill. He hasn’t caught any of
them yet.

—A certain judge having been called
on at a public meeting for a song, re-
gretted that it was not in his power to
gratify the company. A wag that was
present observed : ‘‘ He was much sur-
prised at the refusal, as it was notori-
ous that numbers had been transported
by his voice.”

—A minister at a colored wedding
who wished to be humorous, said:
“ On such occasions it is customary
to kiss the bride, but in this case we
will omit it.” To which ungallant re-
mark the bridegroom pertinently re-
plied: ¢ On such occasions it is cus-
tomary to pay the minister $10, butin
this case we will omit it.”

—An old lady, recently, in some
court before which she was brought
as a witness, when asked by one of
the judges to take off her bonunet, ob-
stinately refused to do so, saying,
‘ there is no law to compel a woman
to take off her bonmnet.” * Oh,” re-
plied one of the judges, ‘‘you know
the law, do you? perhaps you would
like to come up and sit here and teach
us?” ¢ No, I thank you, sir,” said the
woman, tartly, ¢ there are old wome

cnough there now.” [
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NERVOUSNESS,

Number One.

BY DR. J. H. HANAFORD.

71 HE nerves of the human body, like

¢l the bones, the muscles, and the
blood vessels, each of themselves con-

stitute the general outline of that body. |
These nerves, indeed, are so abundant, |

so thickly interwoven into the skin
that the smallest needle never pierces
the skin without wounding one or
more of the minute branches from a
main trunk, inflicting pain. Indeed,
there can be no physical pain only so
far as it is the result of such an inflic-
tion, such a wound. These nerves are
us necessary to perfect physical being
as are the muscles and blood vessels.

No sensation exists, no motion can be |

made without the aid ol oune class,
either those of sensation or of motion;
when these are in their normal condi-

tion, in the perfection of their original |

state, as created, motion is as natural
as breathing, while the exercise of all
of our powers, labor, cigestion, breath-
ing, etc., produce only pleasure. But
when these are diseased, inflamed, and

irritated, pain and intense suffering

are the natural, or the necessary re-
sults. As the warm blood—the life—
makes its restless circuit, if these are
in a morbid state, this current seems

on fire, scorching the sensitive sur-

faces. If the nerves of the lungs and

chest are inflamed, every breath, which |
i

should only produee pleasure, is ago-

ny. If the organs of digestion are|
deranged, a process which should not |

even disturb the quiet slumbers of an
infant, it puts the whole body under
contribution, and bids deflance to sleep,
rest, comfort, even taxing the powers
ol endurance. Nay, more, even the
mind and the soul are involved in this
catastrophe, each made suhservient tc
the mandates of the stomach, too often
the *‘seat of government” of the body.
Its voice will be heard and its sway
must be felt for the pettishness, the
melancholy, the irritability and mo-
roseness of the confirmed d'}'spupfic,
are among, and ever must bhe among
the special characteristics of this
princely disease (once) but now stalk-
ing in the wretched abodes of despised
plebians.

Nervousness, therefore, is a disease
as much as' rheumatism or neuralgia,
(nerve ache.) Its special features and
manifestations are no more under con-
trol than the symptoms of these other
diseases. The cramp is no more an
involuntary motion, entirely beyond
the sphiere of volition, than many, i
not all of the manifestations of disor-
dered nerves. The nervous vietim,
therefore, is entitled to as much char-
ity as the dyspeptic, and even more,

it may be, since its causes may be more |

complex and its controkmore difficult.
Very much more of charity and for-
bearance and patience are demanded
in connection with this unfortunate
development of disease than are usual
in most communities. It is as cer-

1 isuch.

fever, and even should be treated as
No one is any more at fault for
being a victim of hysteries, than for
Ebeiug a miserable, melancholy, pee-
vish, almost unbearable dyspeptic.
Indeed, dyspepsia, oftener than other-
wise, has a low origin, a sensual
cause, that of an over-indulgence of
the lower appetites, as one of its
causes, at least, often synouymous
with gluttony. As in the treatment
of all diseases, it is important to look
carefully after the causes, as one of
the means of removing the effect. No
intelligent physician will think of re-
moving dyspepsia (a fatigued and
overtaxed stomach) without attempt-
ing to abridge the indulgence of the
appetite. In this he often fails, since
so many have more stomach than
mind, care more for its indulgence
than for all beside, and also since so
many expect medicine to perform mir-
acles. These are rarely gratified, and
|like the ‘¢ sow that was washed,” must
still wallow in sensuaiism and hug
!their torturing maladies, giowling,
fretting, scolding, unhappy and making
others so, morose and unreasonable in
every respect, victims and vietimizing,
'till death closes the sad earthly scene.
But untamed and untamable neural-
gia, is a dis¢ase far more easily felt
than described. And here it may be
stated that the dull, heavy phlegmatic,
the lazy and stupid are rarely the vic-
tims of this disease or of hysterics.
In some sense these demand a finer
organism, more nerve, more sensitive-
ness, more mind, less of the mere an-
imal. Women, therefore, who are
blessed with a finer organization than
Jman, keener sensibilities, more deli-
cacy of structure, a more refined ner-
vous system, are the more special vic-
tims of this disease. As a compensa-
tion for this, she is not omly able to
suffer more, but to enjoy more—ad-
justing the ‘‘balance sheets.” Some
of these diseases of the nerves are
shrouded in mystery, and this is as
| true of neuralgia, perhaps, as of any
other while in some forms an unrelia-
bility may be the most marked fea-
tures, as in the cramp and St. Vitus’
dance, in which the nerves of motion
are not subject to volition. In this
the pains—if that worsd can express
the almost unearthly tortures of this
diseage—are sudden and startling in
|their appearance and in their disap-
pearance, reminding one of the freaks
and the suddenness of electrical phe-
nomena. From the peculiar symptoms
it might seem that as * electrical cur-
rents " pass over these ** wires” of the
great system of nerves, inflamed, irri-
tated and sensitive as they so often
are, they awaken pain wherever there
are sensitive or diseased points. Now,
!n. twinge of pain darts all along a ner-
{vous trunk, extending from joint to
[joint, and now the whole system is
hrown into commotion and anguish
| by an attack entirely remote from the
‘supposed diseased part. The intensity
;oi' these pains or tortures seems to
{indicate their relation to the mind,
| waving & common relationship to the
Ebm.in, alike the seat of the mind and
| the source of all nervous power.
| TLet it still be remembered that these
| pains, these freaks of nervous patients
and victims are by no means imagin-
| ary, but as real and as excruciating as

|
|
|

O\ tainly a disease as the measles or|any connected with the more ordinary

e

o ”g Uil

forms of (iriscusr-. We may as well
expect the fever to subside at the
command of the will, the tortures of
the gout to be banished at pleasure,
as to expect the victim of hysterics to
control her feelings by her will. She
is diseased and that disease should
receive the attention accorded to all
others. She is not a fool or a hypo-
crite and should not be treated as
such. She has no more control over
her feelings than ethers—ordinarily
not as much, and often may do as well
as she can under the circumstances.

- -

A MEDICAL MISER.

An anecdote is told of Velpean, the
eminent French surgeon, who was a
miserly disagreeable man, and died a
few years ago. Ile had successfully
performed, on a little child five years
old, a most perilons operation. The
mother came to him and said :

¢« Monsieur, my son is saved, and I
really know not how to express my
gratitude ; allow me, however, to pre-
sent you with this pocket-book, em-
broidered by my own hands.”

¢ Oh, madame,” replied Velpean,
sharply, “my art is not merely a
question of feeling. My life has its
requirements, like yours. Dress,
even, which is a luxury for you, is
necessary for me. Allow me, there-
fore, to refuse your charming little
present, in exchange for a more sub-
stantial remaneration.”

“ But, monsieur, what remuneration
do you desire? Fix the fee yourself.”
¢ Five thousand francs, madame.”

The lady very quietly opened the
pocket-book, which contained ten
thousand franc notes, counted out
five, and ufter politely banding them
over to Velpeau, retired. Imagine
his feelings!

i i
THE DELUSION OF EARLY
RISING.

There is no greater delusion than
that which imagines early rising im-
portant for heaith; no greater error
than that which piaces it among the
virtues. While early rising has been
sung in poetry, and advocated in prov-
erbs from time immemorial, it has
been secretly and rightfully cursefl by
its unhappy victims ever since civili-
zation conceived the idea of comfort.
But we are all so bound by the law of
custom, so endeared to a proverb or
a musty sentiment, that our lips con-
tinually give faint assent to the value
of early rising, even while we long at
heart to resist the tyranny which im-
poses it upon us. What a frightfal
aggregate of discomforts accumulate
upon a man who practices it through
life—who every day is ushered from
sleep into the raw, blank, chill, dull
atmosphere of early morning, and be-
zins his day’s existence before the sun
has dispelled the fogs, dried up the
vapors, warmed the air, and made
ready, like Nature’s great servant-of-
all-work, as it is, the earth for our
use! Early rising means a hurried
dressing in a dim, half-lighted room—
a sleepy, yawning, stumbling descent
down dark, cold stairways—a rapid
breakfast in a grey, cheerless, sunless
room, while cold shivers run down the
back, and 4 sensation of deginess creeps
over-the entire hody—and then a pre-

cipitate plunge into the mists, and
vapors, and general rawness of the
streets.

There s no sweetness in the day
begun in this way, and no health
either. The sun should be up before
us to give us light, and yrarmth, and
comfort; our breakfast-roomns should
be cheerful with his beams, and our
breaklasts should be partaken with
the easg, the comfort, the deliberation,
the soeial enlivenment. that can come
only when we rise at a rational hour.
A breakfast eaten by candlelight, or
snatched in the gray, chilling dawn, is
an abomination. Early rising, hence,
opens the day with keen discomforts.
It Is productive of numerous soclal
ills; it sours the stomach, promotes
irritability, disorganizes the nerves,
creates bad temper, and makes of do-
mestie bliss a mockery. A voyager,
long suffering from sea sickness, de-
clared that, if once on land again, he
would devote the rest of his life to
hunting up and flogging the man who
wrote

‘A life on the ocean wave.”
Similar sentiments animate our heart
when we recall that ancient distich,
¢ Early to bed and early to rise,”—but
it is not necessary to quote what we
all know and have suffered from.—Ap-
pleton’s Journal.

HOW T0 RETAIN A GOOD FACKE.

A newspaper correspondent has
some good ideas on the importance of
mental activity in retaining a good
face. e says: We were speaking of
handsome men the other evening, and
I was wondering why K. had so lost
the beauty for which five years ago
he was so famous. ¢ Oh, it’s because
he never did anything,” said B.; ‘“‘he
never worked, thought, or suffered.
You must have the mind chiseling
away at the features, if you want
handsome middle-aged men.”

Since hearing that remark, I have’
been on the wateh to see whether it
is generally true—and it is. A hand-
some man who does nothing but eat
and drink grows flabby, and the fine
lines of his features are lost; but the
hard thinker has an admirable sculp-
tor at work, keeping his fine lines in
repair, and constantly going over his
face to improve the original design.

— 8-

CHILBLAINS.

Will Tur HoUSEHOLD permit me to
answer Sunshine’s request in regard
to chilblains, or frosted feet? Take
muriatic acid, and dilute with water.
Try it on your nails; if it does not
turn the nail yellow it is not too strong.
Apply repeatedly with a small swab.
It is a sure and safe remedy, and I
have tried it on myself and others
with marked success. Be sure not to
apply too strong, but dilute it just
enough not to turn the nail yellow.

Washington, D. C. B. 8.

—A man, who had for years suffered
from rheumatism and been unable to
labor, recently lent a hand in extin-
guishing a burning barn and was
thoroughly drenched with water, re-
maining wet three hours. To his as-
tonishment he now finds himself en-
tirely cured of his disease.
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BABY’S FIRST TOOTH.

BY PRUDY.

Come, look at the dainty d;zrl'm_;;!
As fresh as a new blown rose,
From the top of his head so golden,
To the dear little restless toes :
You can tell by the dancing dimples
By the smiles that come and go,
He is keeping a wonderful secret

You'd give half your kingdem to know.

Now
And kiss him ou lip and chin ;

The little red mouth is hiding
The rarest of pearls within.

Ah, see! when the lips in smiling
Have parted their tender red:

Do you see the tiny, white jewcl,

him on cheek and forehead,

Set deep in its coral bed?

Now where are the sage reporters,
Who wait by hamlet and hill,
To tell to the listening nation
The news of its good or ill?
Coms weive with your idle gossip
This golden blossom of truth—
Just half a year old this morning,
And one little pearly tooth!
1 —Little Co»

~poral,
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SOMETHING THAT PAID,

BY ALICE E. BRYANT.

u-[ﬁ”f
1{‘{\,&; fr HAT do you want, Freddy?”

: “I want you to come out
and see my play house.”

“0Oh, my, I can’t thinkof it. Run
along and play alone, Freddy, mam-
ma’s busy.”

Freddy turned slowly away.

“ Couldn’t we go over to Aunt Lu-
cy’s this afternoon, mamma?”

¢ No, indeed, don’t talk to me about
going anywhere with all this ironing
to do before dark. Run away and
play now, and don’t bother.”

Freddy went down the steps with a
sigh, that was what she was always
saying, ‘‘run away and don’t bother,”
he did wish he didn’t always have to
be a bother, he was so tired and dull,
if only he ]1.:(1 some one to play with
him, but he never had except when
cousin May came over to see him,

those were delightful days; other
times he played alone till it grew
very dull, then he would watch his

mother in her ceaseless round of work,
work, hardly sitting down till dark,
then sewing as if her life depended
on it. If only God had given her
more time he thought, so he would
have some one to play with and talk
to him and so they could go out in the
fields and pick flowers or berries, how
he would have liked it; and he wished
she could ever get time to answer his
questions about things he wanted so
much to know, about the birds and
bugs and the flowers, but she always
said, ‘“don’t ask so many questions,
Freddy, mamma’s busy.” His little
heart was running over with things to
say and nobody wanted to hear them;
to Carlo and the pony he had confided
many of his secrets and troubles but
they had not been a very appreciative
audience.

Freddy’s sensitive nature was hun-

gering for loving companionship.
Meanwhile, Freddy’s mother went

about her work frcm sunrise till dark

busy as a bee; she prided herself on
being an excellent housekeeper and
doing every bit of her work herself.
“ No servant girls should ever be ad-
mitted to her kitchen to slop around
and make more work than they saved,”
so she washed and scoured and
scrubbed and her husband toiled hard
on his farm adding a little each year
to his worldly goods and that was all;
they worked hard yet neglected to
cultivate with love and sympathy the

most precions plant that gladdened
their home.
The long summer afternoon had

worn wearily away. Mamma’s iron-
ing was done and she was seated in the
twilight, knitting. Freddy climbed
into her lap and said :

“] tired, mamma, I want to be
brooded.”
“Want to be, brooded, Freddy,

what a baby; sit up and be # man, yon
are not sick, are you?”

No, he wasn't sick, so he climbed
into a chair and looked about him;
nothing was to be seen but the clock,

the table and chairs in their usual
prim order. Finally he bethought

himself to go and get the picture
book his uncle had brought him on his
last visit.

“ Wouldn’t mamma please read him
a story?”

“ Why, Freddy, I ought not to
spare the time, how I wish there was
a school near enough for you to go to
and learn to read yourself. What do
you want to hear about?"”

Mamma read the story he selected,
then put the boy to bed taking time to

listen to his *“*Now I lay me,” which
she did not always do.

““There’ll be lots more time in
heaven, won’t there, mamma?” he said

when he had finished.

“1 hope so dear,” she replied and

kissed him which made him very
happy, then went away thinking of

his queer remark and wondering why
he made it.

The next day Freddy was rejoiced
to hear that if papa would harness the
pony they wonld drive over and spend

the afternoon at Aunt Lucy’s. Though
she had no farm work to do, Aunt

Lucy always kept a ‘girl, and spent
much time with and for her children,
not in making a great many embroi-
dered and ruffled garments to adorn
their little bodies and please their
vanity, but in cultivating their minds
and hearts, by teaching, talking and
playing with them.

‘I mean to make the right bringing
up of my children my chief impor-
tance,” said Aunt Lucy to her sister
when they were talking about it that
afternoon, ‘‘you know it does not
trouble me as it does you if ray house
is not in perfect order and every bit
of work done just so. I let Maggie
have her own time and way about the
housework, she knows what I expect
and does very well; the children have
their time for study and work too,
then they are at liberty to play where
and what they please with the only
injunction that they are to put their
playthings away when they are through
with them.”

“Don’t they trouble you a
deal by asking questions?”

*“They ask a great many and I en-
courage them in it: how are children
to learn unless they ask guestions,

oreat

pray tell? its a good sign, shows they
think some; I take more comfort than |
you dreamed of, just tulklng‘
with Walter. 'They are|
so original, then it makes children so |
happy to have a mother take an inter-
est in their games and sy mpﬁt!ucc in|
their troubles.” {

Just then Freddy came in his face|
shining, and exclaimed,

‘. Just see what Walter made for me, |
mother, a and geese board, its a
splendid game, he showed me how,
you have lots of corn and one hean, |
will you play with me, mwamma, when |
we get home?"” '

““Why, Fred, the idea of my
a game, I don’t believe
learn it.”

““Yes you can,

ever
Mamie and

fox

playing |
I could ever
I'tl show you, theI
corn are the geese, and the bean is
the fox, and he catches all he can.”

Freddy tanght his mother the game
and she played with him between day-
light and dark every night and sent
him to bed with a happy, smiling face.

“ Toor little fellow,” she thought
as she sat looking at him one night
after he had fallen asleep, “how
lonely he has been in this old house |
with no playmates or playthings, how |
[ have neglected him, toiling and
slaving to lay up for him and then |
leaving him to come up like a weed; 1|
haven’t done my duty, that's so. 1|

can’t let things go or have a girl roundi
as Lucy does but 1 can slight Qume
things and take time to teach him and
play with him some. He can’t have |
but one childhood and here I've heeni
cheating him out of that. His father|
and T are growing hard and old \\‘011-:-!
ing so every hour in the day. I won-|
der when we are going to enjoy our |
earnings if it is not as we go along, I|
declare I will do differently.”

And she did. Freddy lived in a hap- |
pier world after that; she read to him
over and over the delightful stories in |
his picture book, they had jolly games
of fox and geese, they took charming

rides aiter sunset when work was
done, Freddy driving old Charlie and

shounting as loud as he pleased.
Sometimes mother grew very weary
ol the ceaseless chatter of the little
tongue but she never brought grief to
te the tender heart by saying ‘‘run
away and don’t bother.” She learned
to understand him fully and how to|
treat him, she saw it pleased him tof
be of some assistance to her so she |
called him to pick up chips, bring
water in his little pail and numberless
little chores which kept the little five
year old boy busy and happy in the
consciousness that he could be trusted
to help. Ile was emphatically moth-!
er’s boy, he came to her \\'itllm'ur_vf
new thought and scrap of information,
and she felt she never before had been|
acquainted with her own child, and|
she fonnd it paid. |

s 0 i
“Y“THY GENTLENESS HATH MADE i
ME GREAT.” |

BY MRS. L. GOODRICH.
‘Thy gentleness hath made me
great,” were the words of the Psnlm-;

ist to his Lord, when he was acknowl- |
edging God’s power to help, ard his!
dependence upon that all p@werl‘nl%
source of every good. And who is%
filled with inspiration, good and great, |
who thinks otherwise of God. than as|

{and flesh of your flesh,’

a Being, gentle, filled with kindness,
mercy, and justice? And does not a

similar relation exist between the
parent and child, especially the
mother? ’

Every mother sets up her standard
| which she wishes her child to attain.
How is she to labor for it? A mother
wishes her child should be obedient;

| now should she fly into a passion when

the child refuses to obey, and say,
“you must mind me?” Mother do

| not be too jealous of your authority,

it may be you can exercise it unduly.
Beecause it is your child must it mind

}y(m, beeause you say, without any re-

gard for its child-feelings or happi-
ness? Thouogh ¢ bone of your bone,
” it has a na-
ture of its own, dispositions of its
own, and a character to form of its
own, and you by undue authority,
may possibly stand in the way of its
happy development.

But the child must be taught to
obey, you say; no, I say, not taught

to obey, because every child has the
principle of obedience within, and

| will obey something or some one; and

obedience should be cultivated to-
wards you, because it is supposed
you know what is best for the child’s
welfare, and what is right for it to do.
Now how are we to do this? will not
our gentleness help attain it? try and
see, if a, ‘‘ please do for mother,” will
| not better prompt c-henrf‘ul obhedience,
| than a, ¢ start yourself'!

But you must see that your requests
are reasonable. Children are reason-
ble beings, and will not cheerfully
obey unreasonable requests. As far
as possible avoid requesting a child to
do what is repulsive, and be sure to
avoid meaningless threats, for they
Hywill prove more than useless.

And mothers do not be afraid ol

| that buogbear, humoring children; I

do not think there is much danger, if
proper diseretion is used. Suppose
you do let a child have its own way,
if the child wants nothing wrong,
where is the harm? Before you refuse
a child’s wishes, stop and think -if
there is any reason why you should
refuse, except your own selfish incli-
nations; and if you let these control
you, can you expect your children to
grow up unselfish? And where is the
harm of letting a child have its wishes
when it wants nothing wrong.

To illustrate: I let my little girl,
four years old, make a pie, when I am
making them, of course it is a bother,
but which is best to be considered, my
selfish inclinations, or her happiness,
or would it be best to send her to find
her happiness somewhere else, than
by her mother’s side? judge 1r
we want our children to be great or
good—for goodness is true greatness
—we must deal with them gently, for
{like begets like, and if we are rude,
passionate, unjust and seifish,
must expect the same traits to be
manifested in our children.

And now, mothers, how

ye.

we

many of

iyou will try to make your children

great by your gentleness? IHow many
of your sons and danghters will say:
““ What I am I owe to my mother?”
S S i
4 PLEA FOR THE CHILDREN.

I have been a subscriber of THe
HousemoLp for nearly a year, and be-
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coming much interested in it I felt a
desire to add my mite with the rest.
I noticed in a late number an article
written by Anna Holyoke in regard to
infants, that interested me very much.
Now as infants are to be a part of
our Housenorp, what better subject
can mothers find to write and think
about than this? Would that mothers
throughout our land would care more
tenderly for the treasures God has in-
trusted to their care, and less of the
ontside show and glitter of the world.

I am a young mother and have a
baby boy, the picture of perfect health.
I bave taken the entire care of him
myself and have never allowed any-
thing to interfere with his regular
habits; and when I lock at him, so
well and strong, I feel repaid for the

‘many hours’ care I have given him.

It is true I have had to neglect other
duties at times, but the care of my
child is of more importance than most
other daties. If every mother would
personally care for her children, pre-
pare their food with her own hands,
plain and wholesome, how much
healthier and happier would her chil-
dren be. Then let us mothers of THE
HovseioLp take the care of the nur-
sery into our own hands, and not leave
the best gifts God has given us to the
care of uninterested ones.

In what better way can we spend
the first years of our married life than
in devoting them te our children? Can
we not, if necessary, forsake the ball-
room and fashionable society for a
while and live for those that are so
near and dear to us? Blessed years
of motherhood! are they not our hap-
piest years? Who would exchange the
love of their little ones for the wealth
of the world? It is rest for the tired
head to hear childhood’s innocent
prattle, rest for the tired heart to
know our children are near us.

How many mothers who have lost
their darling ones are mourning and
refuse to be comforted? Said a lady,
who had recently lost her only son,
¢ Qh, if I could have my boy again I
could feel satisfied. When he was
living I aspired for so much more than
I had of worldly things, but now I
care for none of them; it seems as if
I had lost everything worth living for.”
I turned away, thinking how many
others are in the same situation, and
how many that are pleasautly situated,
rounded by beautiful children, are
still unsatisfied, still wishing for some-
thing unattainable.

Oh, mothers, let us prize these treas-
ures while they are ours, and it the
future course of our children shall lay
through dark and stony places, which
we do not know, while they are with
us let us care for them tenderly and
strew their pathway with roses instead
of thorns. Mrs. L. A. S.

Concord, N. H.

-

MOTHERS PUT YOUR CHILDREN
TO BED.

There may be some mothers who
feel it to be self-denial to leave their
parlors, or fireside, or werk, to put
their children to bed. They think
that the nurse could do it just as well,
that it is of mno consequenece who
““hears the children say - their
prayers.”

Now, setting aside the pleasure of

opening the little bed and tucking the
darling up, there are really important
reasons why the mother should not
yield this privilege to any one. In
the first place, it is the time of all|
times when a child is inclined to
show its counfidence and affection.
All its little seerets come out with
more truth and less restraint; its
naughtiness through day can be re-
proved and falked over with less ex-
citement, and with the tenderness|

1

and calmness necessary to :1{
permanent impression. r
If the little one has shown a liu.\ir:-}

to do well and be vbedient, its efforts |
and success can be acknowledged and
commended in a manner that need
not render it vain or self-satisfied.
We must make it a habit to talk to
our children in order to get from them
an expression of their feelings., We
cannot understand the character of
these little ones, committed to our
care, unless we do. And if we do
not know what they are, we shall not
be able to govern them wisely, or ed-
ucate them as their different natures
demand. Certainly it wonld be unwise
to excite young children by too much
conversation with them just hl't'urvf
putting them to bed. |

Every mother who carefully studies
the temperament of her children will
know how to manage them in this re-
spect. But of this all mothers may
be assured, that the last words at
night are of great importance, even
to the bables of the Hock, the very
tones of the voice they last listened
to make an impression on their sensi-
tive organizations. Mother, do not
think the time and strength wasted
which yon spend in reviewing the day
with your liftle boy or girl; do not
neglect to teach it how to pray; and
pray foritin simple, earnest language,
which it can understand. Soothe and
quiet its little heart after the exper-
ience of the day; it has had its dis-
appointments and trials, as well as its
play and pleasures. It is ready to
throw its arms around thy neck, and
take its good night kiss.

B T R s

OUNE WAY TO STOr CHYING.

Mrs. Diaz tells a comiecal story of
two twins who looked so much alike
that the neighbors could not tell which
was Jimmy and which was Johnny,
and so called them the ** Jimpy-Johns.”
And this is the account of one of their
fways.”

When the Jimmies were little tod-
dling things, just beginning to walk,
they were constantly falling down,
tipping over in thejr cradle, and bump-
ing their heads together; and Mrs.
Plummer found that the best way to
stop erying at such times, was to turn
it into kissing.
very plain. In crying the mouth flies
open; in shuts.  Mrs.
Plummer was a wonderful woman.
She found out that shutting the mouth
would stop its erying, and to stop the
mouth, she contrived that pretty kiss-
ing plan, and at the first sound of
“bump,” would catch up the little
toddlers, put their arms around each
other’s necks, and say: *‘Kiss John-

The reason of this is

kissing it

ny, Jimmy, kiss Jimmy, Johnny.” It i
was enongh to make anybody laugh to |

see them, in the midst of a crying

cheeks still wet with tears, and to see| The lily’'s silver bell.
their poor, little, twisted mouths try-| The mountain crests, in the summer
ing to shut up into a kiss! i sun,
{ The crowns with the diadems,
{ In the valley dark, in the winter drear,
She piles her crystal gems;
On the unknown graves of the soldier
hosts,
She kneels like a mourner at prayer,
Till her grief be spent, and her glis-
tening tears
j Dissolve in the summer air.
| Mary.

MY ANGEL.

Five summers agone an angel came
And nestled softly in my arms ;
So beautiful this angel was,

Not words could ever tell her charms.

God gave my angel wings;
To Heaven she’s flown ;

raphs now she s!

r the white throne.

PUZZLE.

—
[ 6. In carth, air, and water, my first
| is found,
We will send a copy of THE Housgnorn | Although in a circle, my second’s not
for one year to the one who first sends fuil round :
and correct answers to The Puzzler for any . BT sl
My third is in fresh, but in faded too,

month.
And my fourth is in right, and wrong

THE PUZZLER.

ANSWERS :—1. Gereral Debility. 2. | ailins

|
Sweet Home. | My fifth is in each, but not in all,
\

AR £ 50 N .G from TueE HousEHOLD, my sixth comes
r b ) a ' {
hiF, \ (,' R | forth at your call.
P N E1 l\ My seventh is in little, and still it's in
GN AT

areat,

5. Household. 6. Mend-i-cant. 7

*|My eighth though in early, always
Manslanghter. ;

comes in late.

. W | Seek my ninth *mid the mountains of
b IPp i the ¢ Old Granite State,”
4 18 1'_ E | My tenth is in Grant our Chief Magis-
h I 8CUBS8SS w trate :
WiIsc U_ N8 IN | My eleventh forms part of each day in
PLUNDER -‘ the year,
ES S EX | My twelith is in Washington, to our
< o
¥ hearts ever dear.

| My thirteenth in the ocean is hidden
GEOGRAPHICAL ENIGMA. ! from view,

1. I am composed of thirty letters. i In the end is my fourteenth; and I
My 18, 26, 30, 20 is a city in Asia. | leave it for you

My 10, 18, 7. 16, &, 4; 21, 18, 15 is a | To place these in order, and find the
name

river in Asia. 4
My 22, 8, 11, 27 is a viver in Europe. | Of a poet of universal fame.

My 29, 6, 17, 1, 19, 4 is one of the|

. G DECAPITATIONS.
islands of Europe.
My 25, 8, 5, 11, 2, 13, 28, 24 is an jmn- ‘-
portant town in North Carolina. {at cards.
My 23. 6. 5. 9. 12, 14 is a town in| 8. Behead shoal and leave to conse-
\'i‘l';]](l[it. | crate ; behead again and leave to per-
s
My whole is one of the United States | mit.
and its motto. M. D. H. 9. Belhead to Irown and leave a
monk’s hood; behead again and leave
| & bird.
2. My 1stis in wood but not in bark, | 10. Behead beanty and
| course ; behead again and leave a unit.

2nd is in eagle but not in lark,

y srd is in midday but not in “0‘”3‘1 11. Behead over-exertion and leave

7 4th is in Juna but not in moon, | teach; behead again and leave fall-
\ ing water.

y 5th is in star but not in sky,

My 6th is in heather but not instye,| 12, Behead to satisfy and leave to

My 7th is in myselt but not in me, |jet; hehead again and leave rest.

My whole most people wish to be. 13. Behead pungent and leave a

market; behead again and leave skill.

14. Behead ponderous and leave to

' be wild ; behead again and leave part

{of a Catholic prayer.

4., One’s house; oblong; a puhlicl‘ 15. Behead a bill and leave the heart ;

! behead again and leave metal.

Behead gloomy and leave a game

CROSS WORD ENIGMA.

leave a

SQUARE WORDS.
3. A flower: for baking; to throw;
extremities.

walk ; a girl’s name.

CHARADE, ANAGRAM.

5. She comes, as a spirit, all silently - 3 i hd
: SORR L ; 16. Rtehe si a dhyas eids fo fiel,

Nad a nunys dsei, sa lwel,
Dan ’sti ofr nya neo ot ays
No chhwi eh’d sohoce ot wdlle;
Ofr rvyee noe tnou Ihfsmie,
Mctmsio a vrgusoei nsi
How rbsa het dshslee nhnusise uto
Nda stsuh hte sdhsaow ni.

comes,
In the midnight dark and cold,
And her path you may trace, in the |
morning prime,
By her trailing garment’s fold.
Fair, fair is her form, as the sunlight:
falls
On her glistening garment’s sheen;
Cold, cold is her touch, as the brow
: you kissed - 17. A vowel; a girl’'s name; a coun-
Of the babe who died yestreen. s it ¢
' : Ity in Indiana; a girl’s name; a con-
Yet warm is her heart, though her ™
o sonant.
hand be chill,
And her work she doeth well
Close, close to her hosom she foldeth 18. Ttttttnmnnnnnoocoolllyyyusssrrr-

DIAMOND PUZZLE.

Names of seven well-known duthors.

spell, run toward: each other, their

asleep, rwwhaeeeghbbfiic.
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ADVICE TO THOSE
MARRIED WHEN
IS SCARCE.

GETTING
MONEY

If you should €’er get married, John,
1’1l tell you what to do—

Go get a little tenement,
Just big enough for two;

And one spare room for company
And one spare bed within it.

If you'd begin love's life aright
You’d better thus begin it.

In furniture be moderate, John,
And let the stuffed chairs wait,

One looking-glass will do for both
Yourselt and lovicg mate.

And Brussels, too, and other things
Which make a fine appearance,

If you can beiter afford it, they
Will better look a year hence.

Some think they must have pictures, John,
Superb and costly too;
Your wife will be a picture, John,
Let that suffice for you.
Remember what the wise man said:
“* A tent and love within it,
Is better than a splendid house
With bickering every minute,”

And one word as to ccoking, John ;
Your wife can do it best,

For love to make the biscuit rise,
Is better far than yeast ;

No meztter if each day you don’t
Bring turkey to the table,

'Twill better relish by and by,
When you are better able.

Fer all you buy, pay money, John,
Money earned every day.

If you would have your life run smooth,
There is no better way.

A note to pay is an ugly thing
(If thing you please to call it)

When it hangs o’er a man, who has
No money in his wallet.

And now when you are married, John,
Don’t try and ape the rich ;

It took them many a toilsome year,
To gain their envied niche;

And as you gain the summit, John,
Look well to your beginning,

And then will all you win repay
The care and toil of winning.

—Selected.
s SR ISR
HOUSECLEANING.

BY JOSIE KEEN.

QLS not the very title to this ar-

ticle seem formidable to you, dear
householders? Yes, indeed! For
housecleaning, though among the in-
evitables, is one of the dreaded things
which will comne around sooner than
we are at all ready to enter into its
many discomforts.

And yet, when a house is thoroughly
cleaned from garret to cellar, how
sweet and fresh it seems, and how
much satisfaction one feels in looking
upon their finished toil. The well
rubbed furniture looks as if it had
taken a new polish to shine upon us.
The paint is white and glossy without
a fly speck, or single defacing mark;
and as to the carpets, why, they are
ten degrees brighter, and can be swept
without raising a cloud of dust to set-
tle upon everything — creeping even
into the lungs and choking one almost
to death.

These, and many other things, help
one to feel reconciled to the extra
spring work. And so we will buckle
on our armors and see what we can do
as valiant soldiers in fighting the ene-
my. A vast army that has penetrated
every part of our domicils in the form

of smoke and dust, moths and cock-
roaches, ants and—, well, we will not
offend delicate ears by mentioning the
little red rovers which will persistent-
1y creep into the best ordered houses
and hide themselves in cracks and
crannies. All these things must be
routed out, or, like the " Egyptian
plague, they will either devour us, or
destroy our peace of mind.

But, dear readers, why may it not
be done moderately, little by little?
Many seem to think it necessary to
throw the whole house in a state of
confusion when the spring cleaning is
undertaken. Windows and doors are
left open in every direction until the
cross drafts sets one and another to
sneezing, and perhaps getting a regu-
lar attack of influenza.

This is really unnecessary, and does
not help on the work. It is a far bet-
ter plan to begin—say in the attic.
For if the weather is still too cool to
take down stoves, shut off furnace
flues, and take up carpets, much time
may be saved by donning a good warm
shawl or saeque and going up into the
garret to look over the things there.
In the spring time there is also all the
heavy winter garments—which prob-
ably have been well aired in the March
winds—to be carefully folded up and
laid away. Before doing so, it is a
good plan to scatter a few crumbs of
strong gnum camphlor in the folds of a
woolen dress. This will keep out
moths better than anything of which
we know.

Furs may be kept perfeetly free from
moths, after having been well aired
and thoroughly looked over, if they
are simply tied up in strong newspaper,
and then hung up in some dark closet.
Printer’s ink, it is said, does not agree
with the constitution of moths.

In looking over old trunks, etc., one
is apt to draw forth from their depths,
garments which are almost as good as
new —simply laid aside for another
season, yet found quite outgrown.
These, nicely repaired, will he the
very things to send away in a mission-
ary box to some child whom they may
just fit, and thus spare a deal of work
to some hard toiling missionary’s wife.
Every mother knows how soon a pret-
ty dress, jacket or pair of pants—if
laid away for a few months—may be
found totally incapable of fitting their
own healthy, growing child. Don’t
let. such garments accumulate, or be-
come food for moths, when, of course,
they will prove good for nothing. But
at once think of some one whose heart
may be gladdened by them, while you
receive the blessing of having done
good.

When the attic and store room has
been well looked over, down into the
cellar seems the next appropriate place
to renovate, for it is never hest to leave
it until the weather becomes really
warm and spring like. Ere this all
the decayed vegetables need to be car-
ried out—empty demijohns, casks, ete.,
well scalded, shelves well serubbed,
and everything made as fresh and
sweet as hot water, soap and chloride
of lime can make the contents of the
cellar. 1f there is any whitewashing
to be done in the laundry or elsewhere,
a durable wash which will not rub off,
can be thus prepared: Mix half a
pail full of lime and water; take half’

a pint of flour, make a starch of it,

and pour it while hot into the white-
wash, stir it well, and add a little salt.

Now, if the weather is suitable, car-
pets can be taken up and shaken. Do
not, however, undertake too much at a
time. Let your good husband and
children find a snug resting place as
long as possible in library or sitting
room, where they will not continually
tumble over pails, mops and brooms;
or become half suffocated with a pile
of dust flying about in every direction.

Many housekeepers, and good ones,
too, seem to think it necessary to lit-
erally turn everything inside out, and
upside down, when attending to their
spring or fall cleaning. And so. bed-
rooms, halls, court-yards, and every
avaiiable space is littered up in such a
manner that it actually makes  con-
fusion worse confounded.” The work
was commenced on Monday, and Sat-
urday night comes round with noth-
ing apparently accomplished. And
oh! such a feeling of weariness and
dread of the next week’s righting up
of everything. Whereas, if but one
or two rooms had been undertaken,
thoroughly cleaned and settled, what
satisfaction there would be at the
close of the week—what an exultant,
“there! 1 have got so much done, and
I see my way clear for doing the rest.”
A little recreation can then be taken,
if necessary, and other rooms under-
taken at leisure.

In this way there is not that actual
dread of something happening while
all is turned upside down. Have vot
many of you heard the pathetic excla-
mation, 0, dear! what would we
have done if such and such a sudden
sickness, accident, unexpected arrival
of guests, etc., had occurred in our
family? Why, we were all in the duds;
every carpet up, and not a spot fit to
put any one in!”

With moderation all this might be
avoided, and the work more thorough-
ly done. If your furniture is stained
or looks dull it can be renovated in
this way: Take one pint of linseed
oil, one glass of alcohol; mix well
together; apply to the wood with a
linen rag; rub dry with a soft cloth,
and polish with a silk cloth, or a pieee
of fine old flannel; this will make it
look almost as bright as new.

As the alkali in soap often injures
paint—helps to wear it off, as well as
zives it a dull appearance, it is better
cleaned in this way: DPlace some of
the best whiting to be had on a plate,
then have ready some clean warm wa-
ter and a piece of flannel, which dip
into the water and squeeze nearly dry;
then take as much whiting as will ad-
here to it, and apply it to the painted
surface, when a little rubbing will in-
gtantly remove any dirt or grease.
After which wash the paint well with
clean water, rubbing it dry with a soft
chamois. Paint thus cleaned, looks
as well as when first laid on, and with-
out any injury to the most delicate
colors. It is far better than using
soap, and does not require more than
half the time and labor.

If you find grease spots on your car-
pets, silk or woolen goods, they can
be removed by procuring some ear-
bonate of magnesia, saturate a little
of it with benzole, and spread it thick
over the soiled spots; then take a
sheet of porous paper — soft brown
paper will do—Ilay it over the ben-

zonated magnesia, and pass a flat-iron,
moderately warm, back and forth sev-
eral times. The heat of the iron passes
through and softens the grease, which
is then absorbed by the porous magne-
sia, which can afterwards be rubbed
off. Soapstone dust may be used in
the same mauner, and answers nearly
as good a purpose.

If your china or crockery cof any
kind needs repairing a strong cement
can be made out of half a pint of milk
with a sufficient quantity of vinegar
added to curdle it. Separate the curd
from the whey, and mix the whey with
the whites of three or four eggs.
When well beaten together add a little
lime through a sieve until it acquires
the consistency of paste. It dries
quickly and resists the action of fire
and water.

When commencing tuis article we
had hoped to give some directions as
to how to both destroy and to keep
away obnoxious insects, but our reci-
pes have been mislaid, and our mem-
ory does not serve us as well upon
these points as upon others. We must
now bid you farewell, and goed sue-
cess to your housecleaning.

- -

—

HOW WE BEGAN HOUSE-

KEEPING,

BY DOLLIE.

One beautiful September evening
Harry and I were married. It was
one of those rarely perfect nights in
early fall. After our pretty church
wedding, and home reception, we
started on the inevitable trip that
newly married people are expected to
{ake, for what reason I know not, but
such is the fact, that no sooner are
they pronounced man and wife than
away they must be whirled on a solita-
ry wedding tour. However we passed
our allotted time very pleasantly
among old friends, and one chilly even-
ing found ourselves home once more
glad to settle down as sensible married
people.

Now be it known, it was always a
pet hobby of mine that young people
should keep house and make a home
for themselves, and sorry am I to say
that on this point Harry and I differed,

hut so firmly was I convinced that if

he could once be persuaded to try he
would never care to board again, that
I persisted in my pleadings and at last
gained the day. Uur means were lim-
ited and it really seemed like a great
undertaking to furnish a house within

them, but thanks be to the counsels of”

a wise, economical mother, it could be
done. Tt was a very happy day in my
life when a small house was found that
just suited us, with a nice yard and ail
modern improvements.

Now began the work of furnishing.
For our parlor we decided on a light,
small figured Brussells for the floor,
which was to be made at the carpet
rooms, but we were to put down our-
selves, and when it eame all ready for
the floor, the fun we had over it!
Harry invited his two brothers and a
friend to assist at the performance, and
how they pulled, tugged and strained
to get that carpet down smoothly;
they broke the patent carpet stretcher
and nearly broke their backs, until
finally thiey were struck with the bright
idea of getting a smooth pldnk, and
with me seated on it push it across the
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floor. The wrinkles yielded and thm]-;
ly the carpet was down. Then the
windows with white shades and home-
made lambrequins looked as tasty as
one could wish, and when our simple:
furniture was set in, the pictures hung, |
ete., I wouldn’t have changed my p;u‘-f
lor for the finest in the land. '

Now to my dining-room, the floor of
which was covered with red and whitc!
matting, which with our oak table aml!
chairs looked very simple but pretty.
But now comes the trying part. Among!|
my wedding presents was a good deal|
of silver, and now where to put it?]
The room really needed a side board
which was entirely beyond us. Some-
thing must be done, so down to the
furniture rooms we went as fast as we
could go, to see what could be made
to take the place of the longed for side
board. We espied a solid oak bureau
washstand, with three deep drawers,
and as if to help us out of our trouble
by its side stood three shelves. We
found by taking off the sides of the
stand and screwing on the shelves we
had a side board complete for the small
sum of $12. The shelves held my sil-
ver and the drawers I used for table
linen, ete.

Our bed-room was furnished with
matting, venetian blinds and cottage
furniture. My spare room was adorned
with an ingrain carpet and odd pieces
of furniture not a complete set. The
master piece of the room however was
its toilet table, the foundation of which
was a three cornered piece of pine
with legs, over this was white cloth,
and over the cloth tarlatan was hung
making it look very light and airy. In
the corner where it was to stand was
driven a picture hook and on it was
hung the mirror, then with some old
lace curtains mother gave me I draped
the glass, looping them back and fas-
tening to the corners of my table with
a bow of ribbon. It really was beau-
tiful and just the thing.

After we were all cosily settled what
a nice little tea party we had, and how
my cooking was praised, (for I did my
own work,) and how proud I was, and
how proud a certain young man was
that sat at the head of the table. After
supper was over the company had to
be taken to the back yard to see Har-
ry’s chickens and their coop, ete., then
his hen was exhibited that laid an egg
every day except Sunday, whether
from religious instinet or not we have
never been able to tell. As our young
friends left us that night we sat talk-
ing and looking round our pleasant
home we both came to the conclusion
that after all housekeeping was the
only true way to live and our own

home the pleasantest spot on earth.
il

BREAD MAKING.

Mgr. CroweLL,—8ir:—I thought I
would take the opportunity to write
for your paper, in regard to bread
making—as far as my experience
goes. Young housekeepers are anx-
ious (or ought to be) to learn how to
make good bread, and be sure to make
the ¢ stafl’ of life ” and not the nui-
sance of life. Even old housekeep-
ers are glad to have good bread on the
table and it gives us cheeriul hearts,
and smiling faces to see it passed
around and hear the younger members
of* the family exclaim, Oh! what good
bread this is, again. If misery loves

THRN BHOUSEHQLD.

sompany, I know happiness does ; and
it seems to be contagious I believe.
All seem to be pleased when food is
made palatable to be set before us.

I have been praised a good deal for
my good bread, but I caleulate it will
speak for itself so I will not say much
myself only tell how I make it. The
secret lies in having good yeast, and
enough of it, and good flour; without
these ingredients the material is
wasted. In the afternoon 1 put two
cakes of yeast to soak (any kind that
is fresh and good) in half a pint of
cold water; after supper pare six large
potatoes, cut them up and boil in a
little more thanenough water to cover
them; when done, pour the water off
in the pail the sponge is to be mixed
and mash the potatoes flne in the ket-
tle, then put the potato water over the
potatoes again and run them through
the colander by adding about a pint of
cold water with them. Mix the batter
quite stiff with a tablespoonful of salt.

Let the mixture get almost cold be-
fore putting in the yeast; setitin a
warm place over night and mix it so
stiff in the morning that not the least
particle will stick to the hands, and
knead it as long as you have time or
strength to spare, the longer the bet-
ter it is. Let it stand away from the
stove where it is sufficiently warm
enough without freezing and let it rise
very light; then knead it out in small
loaves, pie loaves, I generally make
and a tin of biscuit; let it rise again
until light, then bake it in a very quick
oven. If it is made right it will rise
up to the top of a Stewart stove oven;
I have had it do so very often.

My tin of biscuit I leave the
kneading pan and shorten with lard
or butter, mix it in thoroughly and let
them rise where it is not too warm,
knead them again and put them on a
tin baking pan and let them rise until
light in a stove closet, then bake them,
and oh, the praises I have received
more than pays me for all my work.
To think I have made some whole-
some bread without being sour and
heavy. I rejoice that I have done
some good in the world then and made
some hearts glad. Skillful housewite-
ery was always my theme; I hope
every young woman will aim for that.
To this end take Tre HouseHOLD and
read it carefully and profit by it. I
have heard some remark that they
never would do without it as long as
it was published, and that I consider
a good sign. They are good house-
keepers. Mgs. J. K. S.

Bainbridge,

in

Ohkio.
D

LETTERS TO THE HOUSEHOLD,

Dear HousgHoLD :—I[ am but a re-
cent addition to your number, although
my acquaintance with and affection for
you dates back two or three years. I
have often wondered who the man
was with insight enough into women’s
tastes and needs to conjure up such a
brilliant scheme as the editing of THE
Housenorp. I am book-keeper and
clerk in a private office, and bring my
paper with me to my desk, reading it
in the intervals of labor, and finding
it the most refreshing of anything
that I can take up at odd moments.

The lively discussion opened by
Maud's letter of some months ago in-
terests me deeply, for 1 too have my
literary aspirations, and find myself

somewhat crawmped by circumstances,
the prinecipal one being the immediate
necessity for bread and butter. But 1
am sorry to see that two of those who
are wielding the pen in Maud’s behalt
are likely to become the victims of a
mutual misunderstanding, and would
respectfully move, in the interest of
Tar HOUSEHOLD peace, that the sub-
ject be dropped, inasmuch as its dis-
cussion seems to be no longer neces-
sary, and it is, withal, one of those
matters that every one must settle for
himself more or less independently.

There are two things indispensable
to success in this work; talent and
perseverance. Now if Maud
sured of possessing the former, what
more is necessary? Doesn’t God de-
mand the cultivation and use of what-
ever talent he has given us? and if so
is it not Maud’s duty to write? Then
if it be duty, prayer will bring perse-
verance, and earnest effort culture,
and both success. As for the pay—
<t the laborer is worthy of his hire,”
and no one who does God’s work will
ever be the loser for it.

In regard to her present duty, Maud,
if candid and honest with herself,
must know better than anyone else
what that is, and if she does it {aith-
fully, even though it seems opposed
to her advancement, she will surely
find the shadows fleeing away before
her eer long, for if “in all our ways
we acknowledge Him, He will direct
our paths.” 4

But let Maund be sure that she ac-
cepts this same guidance ; not because
it is our first and highest duty, only,
but because no one can ever attain his
highest power who has not the divine
blessing and sanction on his labors.

I hope Mand will not get bewildered
amidst the lot of good advice that has
been given her, and yet—inconsistent-
ly, you may think,—I want to add a
little to it, or perhaps I should say,
sum it up. You will need to study,
Maud, earnestly and continually, but
remember that ¢ there is no genius
save the genius of labor;” take for
your motto: ‘ Labor omnie vincit;”
and then—go ahead! CLAIR.

Mn. CrOWELL:—A reader of your
paper says: ‘I wish I had the gift of
writing for the press, for I should like
to offer my protest against the man-
ner of life among the ladies of our
country, I mean the class who do their
own work as far as they are able.” A
few years ago ladies with small fami-
lies did their own work and found
leisure for social life, reading much
and in many ways improving their
own minds as well as contributing
largely to works of benevolence and
pleasure for others. Now those same
ladies with no more calls on their time
are driven, worn and exhausted, per-
fect slaves to their sewing and other
extras which do not contribute an iota
to the comfort or real happiness of
their families.

Why will not intelligent ladies be
more independent and return to the
plainer made garments which were so
much more neat and tasteful? and to
more simple meals which are so much
more conducive to health and real
comfort? When we return to our oid
simple habits, (and do not strive to
imitate those who have an abundance
with which to hire labor,) we shall

as-

is

have timme to rest our weary nerves,
and to enjoy mucl that now we have
no time for, or if we attempt it, we
are so tired we do not feel paid for the
effort. We need rest we shall never
have while our minds are given to try-
ing to be in fashion in -dress or style
of living. The more we try to imitate,
the more we see we can only follow at
a distance.

Dear sisters, let us not waste the
precious time and strength which God
has given in this way. Use his good
gifts as not abusing them, do that
which will make those about us hap-
pier and will stimulate them to a high-
er, better life. H. E. W.

Eprror or THE HousEHOLD :—I1 send
you with this note a little manuscript
intended to carry hope to some dis-
couraged heart and to rouse the dor-
mant spirit of enterprise and perse-
verance that will be so much needed
this winter. It is much to be regret-
ted that scanty purses will prevent
many who love Tne HouscaoLD {rom
renewing their subscription at present
though feeling that it meets their
wants—wants that have for years
cried out with no response but the

echoes of their own sad hearts.

' How much we need it and need it oft-

ener than it comes.

Unlike the husbands, and fathers
and brothers of the family we cannot
meet in clubs and associations, often
at least, certainly not if we have lit-
tle ones to watch over, to amuse, to
instruct, and when night comes on, to
tuek up snugly for peaceful slumber
and sweet repose. S0 as we cannot
meet together to discuss the vexing
questions, how fortunate that we may
through the medium of Tnr Housk-
HOLD reach the same results.

HartIE A. D.
Fitchburg, Mass.

Dranr HouseHoLD :(—May I flud a
little place in your warm, cosy family ?
what should I do without your help
every month, especially the ¢ Earnest
Words to Parents?” I have two dear
little ones, I am striving to bring
up in the right way; I am often dis-
couraged, but then soine words from
you come and I try again. 1 think
Mrs. Dorr’s letters to Maud has called
forth unnecessary comment. Mrs. D.
gave just the answer 1 should have
wanted had I been in Maud’s circum-
stances. Mrs. Carney and Christabel
were good too, but I do not like their
remarks on our dear friend.

I can sympathize with sister Allie
for like her I have had to fight against
low spirits and loneliness. I am a
stranger in a strange land and I know
it it was not for the home feeling of
your dear paper I should be unable to
do my duty. As it is, I get along
pretty well though often have to make
myself appear cheerful to my husband
when, like Allie’s, he comes home
tired from his office. I know it rests
him to see me happy and I am con-
quering the old feeling at last. I have
not been to church with him for a year
and we seldom go any where together.
If misery likes company, my exper-
ience may help her, but I guess Mrs.
Dorr and others will give her some
good advice. My letter is too long
already go I will leave off now. When
shall we hear from Maud again?

NELLIE.

e iy e ——
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DHE BOUSEH LD,

DEARr Housknorp :—I think you are
one of the necessities of life, and told
wy husband I just couldn’t do withoat
you, no, not if I'had to wait a while
longer for my mnew hat. T have
always read Mrs. Dorr’s articles first,
and have been tempted to beg you to
ask her to tell how a happy home may
be made when there is not even one
darling child in it. It is more than
four years since our one precious
baby left us. I think it the happiest
lot in life to have a dear happy home,
a heart rest and a body rest. You,
dear HoUuserOL®, help one very much
with your suggestions, to improve our
homes.. Long may you visit us, is the
fervent hope of Dora.

Deanr HouseHOLD :—1 first became
acquainted with you through the
Christian Standard, and am so well
pleased that I can’t think of getting
along without you this year. 1 find in
it such good solid reading from begin-
ning to end. Mrs. Dor’s and Mrs.
Carney’s letters alone, are worth the
price of the paper. There are * Ear-
nest Words with Parents,” and last
but not least is good “ Aunt Leisure-
ly.” I am so well pleased with Dr.
Hanaford’s leiters, just the very thing,
I hope to hear from him often. Ihave
tried several recipes and find them
good. T would like some good recipe
for a pudding.

Well, I believe I have no complaints
to make. I have got a good husband,
two healthy boys, a blue-eyed girl
baby two years old. All these I am
very thankful for, and hope I may be
instrumental in raising our children
up in the * nurture and admonition of
the Lord.” I do all my work, cook-
ing, washing, sewirg, everything; I
don’t enjoy very good health either,
but I * keep a stiff upper lip,” which
helps me through many a hard day’s
work. I have began at the first of
the year book-keeping in the kitchen.
I think it & good idea thanks to *“ Gyp-
sey Traine,” and advise ofher sisters
to go and do likewise.

This is the first time 1 ever wrote a
line for a paper in my life, but I could
keep still no longer, I wanted to thank
Mr. Crowell for his execellent paper.
I fear I have already taken up too
much space. Mgs. J. A. H.

Fayette Co., Indiana.

Dear HouseHOLD:—I have just
read Marah’s letter. My heart aches
for her, and I would so gladly say
something to relive her of her burden.
I think I can, in a measure, sympa-
thize with her, and 1 hope she will
not take it unkindly when I say that
her husband is not alone in the wrong.
I can well imagine with what bright
hopes Marah left the shelter of the
home-roof for the one her husband
had provided; and that in all she did
this thought was uppermost in her
mind, ¢ will it please my husband?”

Her home was her world; while her
husband must win for himself a place
and a name in the world outside his
home. His home was his place of
rest after the toil and care of the day.
And feeling secure in the treasure he
bad won, he neglected to continue to
the wife those little attentions so val-
ued by her, which she had received
from the lover. Was it because his
love for her had so soon begun to

wane? No, it was wearlness, thought-
lessness, and perhaps a something not
far removed from selfishness

Marah’s sensitive and loving heart
keenly felt this neglect; and her brow
became clouded and sad. And this
had its counter effect upon him. It
irritated him, avd thoughts like this
would flit through his mind, I have
something else to do than be petting
her all the time.”

Poor husband! He imagined that
his wife was too exacting, that she
expected him to give her much of his
time and attention, and so he choked
the uiterances of love which welled
up in his heart, to show her that she
was foolish and childish.

Poor wife! A kiss or a loving
word, given in a moment, would, at
auy time, have cleared the shadow
from Ler brow and brought sunshine
and gladness to her heart.

Let a woman know and ieel that
she is loved by her husband, and she
will endure sickness, poverty and
isolation from the world, if need be,
with cheerfulness and fortitnde. But
how the shadow on Marah’s brow
darkened and the gulf between two
loving hearts widened, I have learned
by her letter. Silence and distrust
crept in, and the light of their lives
now, is only as the ‘ sun shining
through a cloud.” I say two loving
hearts, for I doubt not if Marah could
but read her husband's, she would
{ind there a desolation like to her own,
and a yearning for her love.

Marah must not let her love grow
cold; she must cherish it more than
her life. Let her inform herself in
what interests her husband, and make
one strenuous effort to win back his
confidence and re-instate happiness in
their home. If done at all, it must be
by patient, earnest and continued
effort. What pleased him in the days
that are past must please him now,
unless a sudden and unusual change
has come over him. But let me close
with a guotation from a well-known

inglish author.

“ In matters ol sentiment, it is the
misfortune of us men, that even the
most refined of us often grate upon
some sentiment in a woman, though
she may not be romantic—not roman-
tic at all, as people go—some senti-
ment which she thought must be so
obvious if we cared a straw about her,
and which, though we prize her above
the Indies, is, by our dim, horn-eyed,
masculine vision, undiscernible. It
may be something in itself the airiest
of trifles; the anniversary of a day in
which the first kiss was interchanged,
nay, of a violet gathered, a misunder-
standing cleared up; and of that an-
niversary we remember no more than
we do of our bells and coral. DBut
she—she remembers it; it is no bells
and coral to her. Of course much is
to be said in excuse of man, brute
though he be. Consider the multi-
plicity of his occupations, the practi-
cal nature of his cares. It is very
difficult for the wisest men to under-
stand thoroughly a woman.”

EreaNOR FABUR.

Geo. . CROWELL.—Dear Sir :—The
latter part of October I received a
circular from your office offering me
this Co. agency for Tar HOUSEHOLD.
Protracted sickness and death in our

family have prevented me from mak-
ing any attempt to canvass for sub-
scripers, or make reply toyou. How-
ever much I desire THE HoUuseEnoLp
to be as welcome in every home cir-
cle, as it is in ours, I cannot, consist-
ently with my home duties—I am a
farmer's wife, with two little children,
and many, many cares—undertake to
become its authorized agent—its self-
constituted agent I have been, for
four or five years doing diligently in
its favor whatever I might.

I wish I could spare the time not
for the inducements you offer agents,
but from love to the dear HOUSEHOLD
and sympathy with its purposes. If
yon could only see the great change it
has wrought in a single home I know
of, within two vears, you might more
easily imagine the good aiready ac-
complished in thousands of similar
homes. Mrs. B.

Kenosha Ca., Wis.

Eprror oF HOUSEHOLD:—1 have
been a reader of your paper for more
than a year, and hope soon to become
a subseriber. I thick Tae House-
nmoLp the most instroctive paper I know
of, at any price. I like every depart-
ment in it, and all the writers, particu-
larly Aunt Leisurely. I suppose it
would not be honorable for me to ask,
oryouto give, thename of thelady who
writes under the signature of Aunt
Leisurely, as she preferred to give the
publie only a nom-de-plume, but what-
ever her name and situation in life,
from my heart I say God bless her. 1
was cast down and well-nigh dis-
couraged, her sustaining words in the
August number of Tue HousenOLD,
helped me to *buckle on the armor
ol hepe and encouragement and com-
mence anew the battle of life ;” there-
fore for myself and the loved ones
dependent on me, I say again, God

hless her. %
S g e
Epitor HovsenoLp :—Those girls

in whose interest the Louisiana girl
wrote, in the September number of
your paper, have the sympathy of one
at least. And I think I can in a meas-
ure appreciate their thirst for knowl-
edge. Let us hope they may find a
way by which they can, to a greater
or less extent gratify their laundable
desire for culture.

But while they are waiting for the
opportunity, their duty is plain, and
while it is duty, there is but one way,
and that is, to perfoerm it. And the
more cheerfully the services are ren-
dered, the more pleasing will it be, to
him who gives them their work, and
the less the labor will seem a task.

We cannot always tell what might
be the results if we were differently
sitnated, but one thing is quite certain,
if these girls had the opportunity for
mental improvement, . they would
avail themselves of it. Butit is just
possible, if they had nothing in the
way of going on and on, as fancy led,
they might neglect the one thing that
most concerns them.

God knows what is best, He .does
not willingly afflict. These privations
may be a needful means of drawing
them more nearly to him, and of bring-
ing them to realize more their de-
pendence on him, rather, perhaps,
than to glory in their own wisdom,
thinking not from whenece it came.

And if we are living in daily and hour-
ly communion with him, how much
better onr society than any which can
be found in the world.

The opinion of those
would call the girl, ‘ sitting at the
master’s feet,” learning constantly
lessons of wisdom and patience, and
learning to trust God perfectly, even
though she does lack contidence in
her own powers, ‘‘stupid,” or ¢ in-
sipid,” is hardly worth her notice.

We may think if we could enjoy
similar advantages, to some, seeming-
ly, more highly favored persons, we
would ask nothing more. But if we
should be placed in the coveted posi-
tion, we would hardly find it all we
had anticipated. ‘¢ Christ is the only
satisfying portion,” and if we leave

men  who

ourselves and our interests, trusting-
ly with him who truly feels for us,
doing all the time whatever is shown
us as ours to do, we shall be far from
unhappy, and indeed find real enjoy-
ment. Mzs. S. C.

Mgp. Epiror:—I wish to make a
suggestion to A Louisiana Girl. She
complains of a lack of time for study
and the cultivation of her mind. If;
as she herself says, there is nothing
which they (ladies) would like so
well as study, why will they- persist
in making the thousand and one guite
useless little things, the making of
which takes up so large a portion of
their spare moments? I have heard
ladies complain of a lack of time to
read, who thought nothing of work-
ing by the hour day after day upon a
knit bed-spread, quilts of a thousand
pieces, tatting, tidies of the most
elaborate style—but I cannot begin to
ennumerate the list. Let it not be
thought that I am too practical by
nature to see the utility of what is
simply beautiful or ornamental, no
more, no less. For I admire and love
the beautiful whether in npature or in
art. But I do not think that that lady
is necessarily the finest dressed whose
dress displays the greatest amount of
labor in its fabrieation. And I do
not see why the remark dees not ap-
ply equally well to a bed-spread or to
the ornaments in a room.

If we dwelt in an ideal world per-
haps beauty would come before utility.
But in this world utility is of primal
importance. Let the girls then learn
to sing, play, dance if they will, make
tidies and all ornamental and beauti-
ful taings if they have time., Let
ladies who have ehildren, instead of
putting in five, be content with three
tucks in the baby’s dress and read
during the moments or hours saved.
The pursuit of the beautiful is a noble
pursunit but it can be carried too far.
And in thus writing I have not stated
an impractical theory of my own, I
have seen all of this done by two or
three ladies of my acquaintance.

A word to young girls. Read! I
have heard many young men in speak-
ing of a young lady say: ‘*She is
pretty but does not know much.” I
am aware of the fact that the same
remark will apply with almost equal
force to a certain class of young men.

Mrs. L. S. has tried to make a
“ poverty harp ™ and has not succeed-
ed. Perhaps the silk was not stretched
tightly enough, or, it may be, too

tightly.  Perhaps it did not swing
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clear of the window {rames. Possi-
bly the wind was unfavorable, though
I can hardly think so, if there was
any wind at all. The one which we
made produced both major and minor
chords ; never I think a discord. The
tone was exquisite like that of a vio-
lin in the hands of a master. Often
we could hear down stairs a harp in
the chamber. TLet Mrs. 1. S. ftry
again. ROBERT.
————t e

HOUSEHOLD BEECIPENS.

Mgr. CROWELL,—Dear &ir:—1 wish
to send some recipes for the bernefit of young
houseckeepers. I shall try to be very explicit,
and to those whose judgment has been ri-
pened by long expericnes these recipes may
secm needlessly minute. 1all send nothing
which I have seen printed in THE HoUS
HoLD before although alimost everything de-
sirable has been printed there. To minute-
ness I shall add economy. for the help they
may be to those gisters who wish to save
money for books or perhaps add somewhat
tv the fund which is to buy a home for them-
selves and their litlle ones.

A NICE AND ECONOMICAL DINNER.—
Some day atter having baked meat for din-
ner you will find you have a large bone with
but little meat upon it. and perhaps a hall
bowl of gravy; vou may also ve some
other small bits and pieces ol heef steak or
boiled meat. Put all these in a stew pot to-
gether carly in the morning, add considerable
waler and keep it boiling all the forenoon;
oune hour before dinner remove all the hones
or pieces of gristle, season your meat well
with pepper, salt, and two onions sliced very
fine, add more water and let it come to a
boil; have ready as many potatoes as you wish
for dinner‘nicely pared and cut in three cor-

nered picees—it you slice them they-boil to a
mnzh. Abouttwenty-five minntes before din
per time put them in with your meat and boil
until just done; Ialways make a nice steamed
crust (o eat with this dinner. An hour and a
quarter before dinner time I take a pint of
sifted flour and into it I put a rounding tea-
spoonful of cream of tartar and a pinch of
salt; I then digsolve one-hall teaspoontul of
goda in a cup of milk and stir it in; add
enough more milk to make it quite soft, but-
er a soup plate and turn in your mixture,
put this in your steamer and cover closcly;
steam over boiling water one hour. When
done you can gl it upon the table in the plate
and with buntter, or break it up lightly and
pour over it the liquor from your meat and
potatoes. Do not cut it with a knife but break
it npart with a fork; if you are too busy to
make this crust toast some pieces of bread
and pour over them the lignor from your
meat and potatoes.

HiMm BOILED WITH VINEGAR.—
When you boil a ham add to your water two
or three cups of sharp viuegar, or two o1
three quartd of old eider. It makes a mosl

delicious pickled ham and destroys its greasy
taste.

To Use Brrs or FRIED OR BOILED
HayM.—Chop them fine, both fat and lean
pieces, or all fat may be used il care is raken
not to use too much. Add several times as
much chopped cold potato as yon have ham;
turn into a hot spider in which is a little ham
gravy and do not turn the potato until it is
done a nice brown, then turn and brown the
of it—nice for breakfast with sharp

r
pickles.

Corp BEEFSTEAK.—Sometimes it
will happen therc are nice large pieces of
steak left from dmner; if you broil it over it
is tough, and go I put it all in a spider with
water and let it simmer gently through the
morning. At dinner time I lay it on a piatter.
put a little butter on it, and pour around it
the grayy it was boiled in, oril the pieces are
small and rather fat, I chop it fine, return it
to the spider, season with pepper and salt
and dip out upon picces of stale bread which
have been nicely toasted.

EXCELLENT AND Ecoxomicarn GRrip-
DLE CAKER.—Take two cups of sour milk
and mix it thick with flonr or buekwheat; set
it where it will keep warm twenty-four houars,
it will then have risen quite light; dip out two
large spoonfuls into a cup and set it away to
put into those you make the next day. thin

what you have left with water, have a hot grid-
dle, for herein lics one of the firet and greatest
secrets of succersful cakes ; just before frying
them, put in a level teaspoonful of soda well
dissolved, and a handful of flour or mealif youn
like Indian meal in cakes and some galt; do
aot let them dry throlgh but fry fast and
don’t get them too thick. I unfortunate
enough to have sour bread or bread that
won’t rise from any cause, don’t bake it but
put it all in a jar and add two auarts of sour
milk, mixing it well with the dough; every
morning take out what you wigh for cakes,
thin with water, add a handful of flour, one
teaspoonful of soda, and take my word for
it, you will never wish for Letter cakes and
will be sorry when the sour bread dough is
gone. Be sure and not put in your soda nn-
til just before you fry them.

Rasep DovaaxvTrs Wirtnouvrt EGas.
—One and one-half cups of flonr, one-fourth
of a eup of home made yveast, and warm
milk enough to make a thin batter; let it rise
over night in a warm place, in the morning
add one cup of sugar, one teaspoonful of salt,
nntmeg, and two-thirds teaspooaful of soda.
To this add fowr tablespoonfuls of melted
lard, being eareful it is not hot, mix middling
soft and eut round or they will fry out of
shape; you can use the biscuit catter to out
them out and the pepper box cover to cut
out the hole in the center although something
a little larger wounld be better; be sure and
have yourJard hot and fry them fagt. I never
had any but were very nice and I think this
recipe infallible.

SquasH or PumMpkiN P1Es WIiTHOUT
EGG8.—To be sure they are nicer with eggs,
but where eggs are from three to four cents
apiece and can’t be found at that It is very
pleasant to know that nice ples can be made
withont them. One quart of milk will make
tour thick pies, and I put in a rounding tea-
spoonful of ginger, a good pinch of pepper,
a small cup of sugar and enough squash or
pumpkin which has been boiled and sifted to
make it quite thick, thicker than the thickest
cream; I now salt it well and add enough
good West India molasses to flnish swecten-
ing it, fill your crusis and grate over the
tops of your pies some nutmeg, bake with a
steady five for some time and until the erusts
are well done. Do not filll your erusts until
they are all ready to go right into the oven.

ArovT Pies.—One quart of flour
will make the cruste for three large apple
pieg or five squash pies, and the less water
you use in mixing your orust the less lard
you will need to make them tender and don’t
knead pie erust a bit, it makes it tongh and
smooth as leather. While speaking of pies
let me ask you iI' you have ever made mince
pies of apples not pared., and if you have
not, do fry some, of course you will cook
your mince meat a long time before using it
even if you do pare your apples and this
cooking makes the skin of the apple as ten-
der and healthful as need be; you surely save
the water your mince meat is boiled in to
mix your meat and apple together. It con-
tains all the best juices of the meat. Al-
thongh it may be somewhat oft ot season
I wish to tell some who think berry pies are
tasteless, that if they will put a tablespoonful
of sharp vinegar in each pie they will find
them much improved and no onec will detect
the vinegar. 1t is especially good i dried
blue berry pies or in apple pies where the
apples are rather tasteless. Before 1 finish
talking about pies I wish to tell some of my
young sisters who are farmer’s wives how to
make

Nice PieEs or VERY SMALL YOUNG
APPLES.—Pick up the wind falls and wash
them in eold water, slice the apples from the
cores without peeling them and stew until
well done. Sift through a seive, swecten to
taste, and i rather tasteless add a little vine-
gar, season with a pinch of salt and nutmeg
or lemon and fill your pies. These are ex-
cellent in the summer and can be made of
very small apples. T have recipes for nice
eracker, lemon, corn starch and other pies
bat presume you all have them.

A great many farmer’s wives get very tired
of cooking fish the same way all the year
round; I wonder if my ways are different
from theirs. Here is a nice way

To Bagr SarLt Fisa.—8alt trout is
the best; freshen in water forty-eight hours,
changing the water often; pour boiling water
upon the scales and they will eome off’ easily.
Lay the fish outgide down in a well buttered

drippiug pan and bake thirty minutes. Make
a nice gravy of milk thickened with a littie
flour, add some butter and pour over the
fish after laying it nicely upon a platter.

Bomep Cop Fisn.—Freshen forty-'
eight honrs in cold water changing it often,
pare some potatoes many more than you wish
for dinner, put them in a large ketile and
when they commence to boil lay your fish |
over them and boll it until the potatoes are
done; make a gravy ag givenabove for baked
salt fish, or you can use water in place Ofi
milk adding more butter; in either case dol
not salt your gravy if you pour it over the
fish ag the butter is nsually salt enough and
the fish too.

Fisa Bavre.—After your dinner is
over you will, if yon have cooked cnough,
have both flsh and potatoes left. Il you are
fond of flsh take equal parts of fish and po-
tato. [Ilike them best made of one part fish
and two parts potato, chop both fine, and
make them rather moist with milk. II you
had butter gravy left from the dinner put
that in, and only enough more milk to make
them about as thick as biseunit dough. They
are good without eggs, better with one, and
best with two. 1f you put in an egg beat it
well; add some pepper, flour your hands and
mould it into eakes about the size of a bis-
cuit, but not very thick. Flour a large plat-
ter and as you shape them give them one
roll in flour bnt don’t let much stick to them,
and fill the platter. Sit away in a cool place.
In the morning {ry some three or four large
slices of pork until the fat is all fried out;
have your tat hot, and into it lay your £sh
balls; keep them over a good fire until brown
just ag yon and I like them, and then turn
them over and brown the other side. Don’t
put butter in them as the pork makes them
rich enough. Send them to the table hot,
and put the erisp fork upon the platter with
them. ¥Fish and potato are also nice chopped
fine, with or without eggs and [ried in fat
same as tried potato, and is less work.

AxoTHER Nice Way 1o Cook FIsH.
—Pick it up fine, let it stand a while in plenty
of warm water; take guite a quantity of
milk—water is good, but milk is better,—
and thicken it a little with flour. Toast
some picces of dry bread. and lay them up-
on a platter. Boil some eggs, enough for the
family; then put your fish jin the thickencd
milk and let it just come to a bhoil. Pour
this over your toasted bread; cut open your
eggs, and take them out of the shells, laying
the inside around in the fish; sprinkle over
them pepper, and put bits of bulter upon the
eggs. Where eggs are very plenly one is
usually beaten up and put in the milk with
the flour to thicken it. Of course this dish
may be varied by omitting the boiled eggs,
or the bread, or hoth.

CusTArp Cory Cakr.—This cakeis
very nice for a Sunday morning breakfast
with fish balls. One-half cup of sour milk,
one and one-half cup of sweet milk, one-half
teaspoonful soda, one tablespoonful melted
butter, same of sugar, and about four small
handfuls of Indian meal. This will seem
very thin, but when baked in a hot oven
twenty minutes it is very moist, and much
like a thick enstard. Eat hot with butter.

A NickE WaY 70 BAKE APPLES.—
Take large greenings, set a8 many as possi-
ble in a very large pudding dish; fll the
dish half full of water. After the apples are
well ceoked upon one side turn them over,
and put into the water two-thirds of a cap of
sngar. Let them cook until done, heing care-
ful to have water enough so there will be suf-
ficient juice to make them look like a pre-
serve. A quince cut in pieces and baked
with them gives them a delicious flavor.
These apples will be nice for tea; gometimes
1 peel them before baking.

Steamep Fruit PUDDING.—Stew
vour fruit with bat littie water, make a nice
paste as for cream of tartar biscnits, nsing a
little more shorteming; roll it out thin and
square, spread thickly with fruit until within
an inch of each edge, roll it up like a jelly
cake. press the edges neatly together, dip a
pudding cloth in boiling water and then flour
the inside of jt. and lay in the pudding, leav-
ing room for it to swell; tie the ends, and
slip it gently into a kettle of boiling water
after pulting a plate in the boltom of the ket-
tle so it will not burn on; beil from one and
one-half to two hours, according to size of
pudding. If your fruit is sour, and it is bet-

if sweet, eat cream and a lttle sugar with it;
cut it from the end. Stewed currants, plums.
miuus gtones, cte., are nice, or almost any
kind of fruit.

Bripg’'s Cake.—It has a right to
the name, having been used as such four
times this fall, with perfect success. It has
the appearance of snow, its only faunlt being
that it gets dry soon. as all cake made “with
corn starch will. Two cups of pulverized
sugar and one of butter stirred to a cream;
beat to a stiff’ froth the whites of seven [resh
eggs. Add eggs to the sugar and butter;
dissolve one teaspoonful of seda in one cup
of milk and add to the sgugar and buiter and
eggs. Lastly, put two igaspooniuis of eream
tartar into onc¢ and one-half cups of cern
starch and oue and one-hall cups flour: stir
all well together and bake with a firm, steady
heut. This makes two loaves. If you wish
seasoning use a little rose water.

ORANGE, PracH, or Fruir Pubp-
DING.—Cut up five good sweet juicy oranges,
or what is better some nice peaches, of course
they must be free from seeds or stones and
the gkins removed, put them in a very large
pudding dish; pour over them one-hall a cof-
fee eup of white gugar. Now set a pail con-
taining a pint of milk into a kettle with a lit-
tle boiling water. Stir together the yolks of
two eggs, one-halt a eup of sugar, two table-
spoonfuls of corn starch and a little cold
milk; when your milk boils in your pail stir
this in and add a little salf, let it thicken,
pour this over your peaches. Now beat the
whites of the two eggs to a sliff froth, add a
tablespoonful of pulverized sugar, pour over
vour pudding and setin a hotoven just long
enough to brown. Eat eold.

PLAaIx TAPIOCA AND APPLE PUDDING.
—Soak until thoroughly dissolved, using
warm water, four heaping tablespoonfuls
of tapioca, add a level teagpoonful of salt,
and fifteen whole cloves; make it very sweet
and about as thick as thick eream. Pare a
dozen large sour apples, dig out the cores
and put in some sugar, pour the tapioca over
them and bake one hour. If you wish very
nice, beat up the whites of two eggs, add one
tablespoonful pulverized sugar and set in
the oven to hrown. This pudding is nice, hot
or ¢oid. I have many other recipes for
plainer puddings, but think they have been,
or most of them at least, published in THE
HOUSEHOLD.

I have a recipe for a pursnip chowder
which is 8o nice, and so much liked by all
who like this root that I will give it.

Parsxir CHOWDER.—Put five slices
of nice fat pork in the bottom of a kettle,
let them fry unlil the fatis well fried out;
clean seven Jarge parsnips and cut them up;
pare and slice ten large potatoes; lay the
parsnips npon the meat, then add some pep-
per and salt. then the potatoes and more pep-
per and salt, put in water enough to just
come up even with the potatoes or perhaps a
little more, and Jet this all boil forty minnles.
Make a crust, the ne as the one given to
steam, in my first recipe, only not quite so
moist, roll it out thin and cut in slices. lny
this over the top of the potato, cover the
kettle closely and let it boil twenty-five min-
utes, if there is encugh water to hit the erust
dip out some, as the water is apt to make
your crust heavy, and it must only steam
over the potato, and not boil in the water.
Save all the juice you dip omnt and after
your erust is done return it to your chowder.
I never knew any one fond of pargnips who
was not pleased with this chowder.

1 will now cloge this long catalogue ol reci-
pes. If you think best to publish them all,
Br. Crowell, it will take up some gpace to be
sure, but I suppose your paper is ali* space”
until some one does take it up. If any sister
wishes further information please tell her to
ask, SISTER JESSIE.

P. 8. 1putin one or two pudding recipes
which are not very economical, they are to
be made on extra occasions, you know. In
my recipes for using cold meats I have made
no mention eof chopping it up with potato.
Every one knows how to make hash. If one
has much cold pork to dispose of it is best to
boil it tender, fat and all. let it get eold,
skim off the top of the gravy it was boiled in
and set it away to try potato in; chop up the
meat, add considerable flour, some sage,
pepper, salt, and the gravy it was boiled in;
make into thin cakes and fry on a hot spider,
and you will surely relish these home made

ter so, eat it with maple sugar or sweet sance;

gausages. JESRIE.
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WORDS.

Words are lighter than the cloud-foam
Of the restless ocean spray ;

Vainer than the trembling shadow
That the next hour steals away :

By the fall of summer rain-drops
Is the air as deeply stirved;

And the rose-leaf that we tread on
Will outlive a word.

Yet on the dull silence breaking,
With a lightning flash, a word,
Rearing endless desolation
On its lightning words, I heard.
Earth can forge no keener weapou,
Dealing surer death and pain,
And the cruel echo answered
Through long years again.

| have known one word hang star-like
O’er a weary waste of years,
And it only shone the brighter
Looked at through a mist of tears:
While a weary wanderer gathered
Hope and heart on life’s dark way,
By its faithful pro.rnise shining
Clearer day by cay.

I have known a spirit calmer
Than the calmest lake, and clear
As the heaven that gazed upon it,
With no wave of hope or fear;
But a storm had swept across it,
And its decpest depths were stirred,
Never, never more to slumber,
Only by a word.

1 have known a word more gentle
Than the breath of summer air,

In a listening heart it nestled,
And it lived forever there;

Not the beating of its prison
Stirred it ever night or day,

Only with the heart’s last throbbing
Could it pass away.

Words are mighty, words are living :
Serpents with their venomed stings,
Or bright angels crowding round wus,
With heaven’s light upon their wings:
Every word has ils own spirit,
True or false, that never dizs ;
Every word man’s lips have uttered

Echoes in the skics,

R R

A MISTAKE OR TWO.

BY ALICE W.
o WPye——
RS. AMES was a fair and winsome
woman in her early thirties, the

QUIMBY,

"E?l
wife of a prosperous business man,
the mistress of an elegant home and

the mother of a trio of beautiful chil-
dren such- as are the delight of pa-

rents’ hearts. Her domestic biiss had
scarcely known a ripple, so deep was
the mutual love which reigned in her
home, a host of friends petted her and
a fashionable circle paid her homage,
while she had no wish nngratified, no
burden unlightened, that money or
affection could reach. 1t is no wonder
then that she still retained so much of
the freshness of her lovely girlhood,
for there was never known a fountain
for the preserving of youth and beanty
like the healing streams of love and
sympathy. Yet the shadow of a cloud
seemed hovering about her that au-
tumn afternoon as she sat there in her
low. rocker intent on some marvel of
delicate workmanship, and if you had
looked at her long you could hardly
have failed to notice the lines of care
that settled into her face or the wist-
ful look that gave to her arestless, anx-
jous expression; and leaning closer

into the window she sighed uncon-

This same window opened on to (mu!
of the pleasantest streets of a lovely|

for its sombre blinds were habitually |
shut against the bright, free life with-|
out. The little parlor smiled cnm-|

tasteful decorations, yet there seemed |
to rest upon it a nameless chill and it
almost shivered in the dull light that
struggled in through those relentless|
blinds. !

She paused as if to breathe and
then in the next minute took up her
work again hastily, bending over it
more closely, for time meant little to
her save the opportunity to employ
her hands or perhaps to cultivate her
social graces and an unoccupied mo-
ment seemed to her lost; so she
pushed the blinds open a little, and
placing herself so as to get all the
benefit of the few struggling rays of
lizht, her fingers flew rapidly at the
sell-imposed task.

Mrs. Ames was the victim of her
own thoughtlessness and misguided
ambition, yet she sat silently in the
shadow never making even one single
effort to resist the chill that was com-
ing over her, never pausing to ask
herself’ one question as to the whither
or the wherefore of all these things.
Poor deluded woman. TFor fully half
an hour she sat there stitching at the
dainty embroidery that fluttered
through her fingers, stitching with an
energy worthy of a better object than
fostering the pride of the little girl
for whose garment it was designed,
or even gratifying the vanity of her
own immaculate taste. Then there
came a soft tap on the parlor door and
two of Mrs. Ames’ particular friends
announced themselves.

“We knew just where we should
find you,” affirmed the first, smiling
confidently, ** with your unfailing nee-
dle work. You’ve hardly an idea what
a radiant afternoon it is, my dear, so
glorionsly bewitching that Lou and I
were enticed into a long walk, away
down Maple avenne where we've ac-
tually grown young reveling in the
olden time memories and feasting on
the beauties of the ripening year. Obh,
it is a thousand times nicer than sitting
down in the parlor and trying to create
something beautiful, this enjoying the
beauties which a Master Hand has
created for us.”

And her fresh, glowing cheeks bore
testimony to the fruth of what she
said.

“1 should have delighted in the
walk,” and there came an eager smile
to her face, * but I hope to finish this
bit of embroidery to-night; see, it is
nearly done and will be so much
prettier than anything I could find in
the market.”

She smoothed it out affectionately,
throwing the blinds wide open in her
enthusiasm and laying it in the full
light.

Her friends admired it to her satis-
faction, commenting on the beauty of
its design and the nicety of its execu-
tion, marveling at the patience it em-
hodied.

“T don’t know how many half fin-
ished pieces ‘of this kind have col-
lected themselves in my drawer,” re-

swered louging that however vague it head; ¢ I should think I might finish So firmly
might be was yet embittering her lite. | them for they are neither of them as that she

much work as this, I am sure.”

There was a far-away look iu the
1
rural village—only it was rarely opeu|€yes of the first speaker as she re- Minnie in her distress, when at last

peated :

““It is a great deal better to expand | influence in the house really was, and

our souls by enjoying the beanties

plaisantly in its rich upholstery and | held up before us by the Master Artist| it with an unflinching hand.

than to shut one’s self up to the effort
of trying to create something beauti-
ful. A great deal better.” Then sud-
denly as if recollecting herself, she
began to remark on the tasteful ap-
pointments of the pleasant parlor,
noting a fanciful bracket that had just
taken its place on the wall, supporting
the reclining form of an imaginary
goddess as she smiles haughtily from
her bespangled throne.

¢ 0Oh, Minnie, you ought never to
shut away the sunlight from this pretty
room,” she added earnestly; ¢‘all
these things look a great deal sweeter
in the witching light.”

* Maggie is quite av eunthusiast,”
commented her friend.

‘‘ But her enthusiasm cannot keep
furniture from fading, I presume,” re-
marked Mrs. Ames with a little sigh
of regret.

‘It can do something a great deal
better though,” affirmed this same
Mageie—* save me from believing
that shining, untarnished surfaces and
bright, unfaded colors are the most
desirable of all blessings;” and she
smiled so pleasantly that the words
which might otherwise have seemed a
little sharp were only refreshing in
their kindly, artless utterance.

A little while longer the ladies sat
and talked together in the sunny
warmth of Mrs. Ames’ parior, the
room which was so sunny now that
even that lady herself felt the altered
influence and wondered what made
her so much happier than she had
been an hour before.

The evening train brought
expected arrival and when
Ames felt herself gathered in the
warm embrace of her favorite cousin,
she thonght her happiness was com-
plete. Her senior by several years,
cousin Rachel had always been to her
as an clder sister for Minnie was the
only daughter in her father’s family,
and the two were thrown together
much ifn their early girlhood. But
they had scarcely met for years, so
widely different had their fortunes
been, and now there were many long
and touching stories to be told and
listened to by the devoted cousins.
Mrs. Ames had only bright pictures
to hold up before her sympathiser
with enongh of the shadow subduing
the light to make them true to life,
enough of the tempestnous to keep
the a:r pure and invigorating.

But ds the days wore on cousin Ra-
chel did not fail to notice the shadow
that now and then settled over her
spirits, giving to her such a half-
yearning, half-dissatisfled expression
that she wondered if even in this Eden
like home there could be a hidden
skeleton, a venomous parasite drink-
ing the juices of Minnie's domestic
happiness. It was in vain at first that
she sought to hunt out this insiduous
enemy and she began to suspect that
her usually confiding eousin was ac-
tually taking pains to cover from her

a long
Minnie

sciously, as if there was some unan-

marked one with a toss of her pretty

yearning eyes some cankering sore.

‘made some playful remark about the

Land

did the conviction seize her
arew very unhappy, feeling
like the victim of some mysterious
treachery, and was about to appeal to

she begun to realize what the adverse
like a true woman resolved to assail

She noticed that it was in the front
rooms where the anxious mistress was
most solicitous for her ideas of pro-
priety, where the spirit of order
reigned suprexme and the sunlight
rarely entered: here in the mosti com-
fortable part of the house that they
all felt least at ease, that Minnie most
frequently took on that troubled ex-
pression and that she herself felt less
of ‘buoyaney and more of depression.

¢ Just here lies the trouble, I
know,” she said to herself one day.
“ This reverence in which they hold
pretty things, especially Minnie her-
self, fearing, lest they get soiled, or
misplaced, this vague notion that it is
more genteel to live in the twilight,
more genteel to keep the windows
darkened and sit in the shadow—this
is just what so often throws a cloud
over our spirits. Alas, that we are
sometimes so blind to our higlest
good.”

They had been out walking one af-
ternoon in the crisp air, when, coming
from the P)r'ight world into the dim-
ness of their shaded parlor, Rachei

dolorous contrast, and walking to the
windows, threw the blinds wide open,
exclaiming :

“ Come in, blessed sunshine!
need you, I am sure.”

An expression of surprise flitted
across Minnie’s sweet face, but it was
gone in an instant as she made some
commonplace remark about the events
of the day.

But Rachel was not to be so easily
diverted from the one idea that had
possessed her of late. So turning
toward the woman with one of her
most persuasive smiles, she inquired :

“ Don’t you think we are making a
mistake, Minnie, when we shut the
beautiful sunbeams out of our homes
condemn ourselves to a level,
sombre light instead? We surely
need the influence of his bright,
cheering rays, we are not so strong
that we can afford to deprive ourselves
of anything which may enliven us.”

“I don’t know, Rachel,” she an-
swered, evasively, ‘‘perhaps those
who do it love the sunshine as well as
you or anybody, and are only yielding
to what they regard a necessity, for it
cannot be denied that these ¢ beauti-
ful sunbeams ’ have a sad way of fad-
Ing whatever they touch.”

“ What they regard a necessity, in-
deed; for colors do not fade half as
badly as we sometimes think, and the
added cheer of the light more than
makes up for what may be lost in this
way, a great deal more.”

¢TIt has a wonderful faculty too of
showing off all the deformities there
may be in a room, besides whatever
of dust may have accumulated there,”
she added, with a langh. ¢ Oh, I am i
sure I never could keep my rooms in |
such immaculate order and neatness |

|

Wwe

that they counld bear such a fearful ex-

posure!”

“Talk about deformities,” replijf[“(,a:'

A
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cousin Raechel, ignoring her nervous
effort at jesting, ¢‘ nothing evenlooks
80 well as when the rich sunlight glo-
rifies it, bringing out beauties which
would be hidden in the shade and
throwing a halo over our common
lives. Try it, dear, and see what a
wonderful charm therve is in the gold-
en sunshine.

¢ Ounr souls need it, too, for whether
we realize it or not, we certainly are
fovigorated by its breath, the air is
purer, inspiring us with new life,
making the world look a thousand
fold brighter.

I know all this to be true, Minnie,
and a great deal more than this,” she
added, fervently, after a little pause,
encouraged by Minnie’s thoughtfal
aspect, ¢ for I feel it in my inmost be-
ing; and I believe we should make
our lives a far more acceptable offer-
ing to Him who demands our allif we
would live with our windows open to-
ward the sunlight and our hearts alive
to its influence. Precious sunshine,
bringing health, happiness and joy, is
it not strange that we ever treat it as
if it were an enemy?”

‘¢ You put the case very strongly,
Rachel,” Mrs. Ames replied, ‘““but 1
am in no mood to dispute you—indeed
I never thought much about it before.
It doeg seem 80 countrified, though, to
have a glare of sun in one’s parlor;
nobody does who has blinds to shut it
out, and we do not love to be odd or
unfashionable, you know.” i

“ Yet there are times, Minnie, when
we rejoice in being odd and plume
ourselves on our independence. The
country has no monopoly of the sun-
shine, thauk God, so there is nothing
countrified in admitting it to our
homes, and if there were, it could not
possibly affect the question we are
considering, one iota. That home
into which the sun shines, all else be-
ing equal, is vastly the most elegant
and refined, for it has a subtle charm
which every guest perceives and is
faseinated, which is to its inmates as
a sweet and tender benediction.”

Minnie went on sorting her worsteds
and was silent. She did not feel quite
ready to acknowledge the force of
what Rachel was saying, and yet she
could not dispute it.

¢ When we open our hearts to this
richer beauty—-the beauty that is blos-
soming out everywhere in the light—
we shall not be so often yielding hom-
age to our narrower ideas of beauty
and fitness, shall not be inclined to
fritter away our precious hours in the
effort to reach some false standard of
grace and elegance.”

¢ (Oh, Rachel, you surely cannot
mean me, now?” and she lifted her
eyes with a half-inquiring expression,
while her pretty face flushed painfully.

¢ 1 was only thinking how hard you
work sometimes to gratify your love
of the beautifol, and I have noticed
with pain since I’'ve been with you
what a slave this passion is making of
you. The taste is itself a blessing,
when it has not become vitiated by
neglecting its higher promptings, but
it is always pitiful to see one trying to
satisfy it with human devices and
turning away from the true beauty
which it really craves. It grieves me
to fear that youn make this mistake
sometimes, Minnie dear, and becaunse
I love you tenderly let me entreat yon

to put away these divers embellish-

ments that tire your fngers and your
brain so, letting the sunlight in to
glorify the beautiful things you have
already, taking time to sit oftener in
its radiance till it shall shine alil
through your soul and warm and en-
rich your life. Promise me,” she
added with a kiss; and the warm
pressure of Minnie’s hand assured her
that her words had not seemed idle or
unkind.

Rachel's visit was almost over; but
in the few days that remained, Minnie
never once shut the blinds when she
had left them open; she even opened

»

them hersell one bright morning, she
sat down oftener and folded her hands
as if at rest, bad more leisure to visit
the nursery and seemed happler when
surrounded by her children.

¢TIt is not in vain,” Rachel repeated
to herself as she looked lovingly back
the morning of her departure. ‘ How
many, like sweet Minnie Ames, are
condemning themselves to dark rooms,
alas, how many !”

Cousin Rachel was sadly missed, but
the aroma of her influence lingered as
a sweet savor, and by degrees sensi-
ble little Mrs. Ames began to let the
sunshine in, opening half a window-
blind at long intervals at first, then
the other half, till by and by no room
was shut against the sweet enchanter,
And gradually she discovered that she
was guite as well off with plainer
clothing for herself and her children,
that these nents were in eqgually
as good taste with fewer stitches and
less pains-taking. She cared legs, too,
about adding to the store of the fan-
ciful deeorations for her rooms which
had abSorbed so much of her time and
strength, fluding it pleasanter to fold
her hands and enjoy them than to be
always hurrying to add to their vari-
ety.

Husband ard children breathed the
warmer, purer atmospbere of their
homes and were refreshed, friends re-

joiced in the increasing amiability of
the gentle woman, but Mrs. Ames
alone understood the transformation,
and from her inmost soul she blessed
cousin Rachel for her timely sugges-
tions and the richer, sweeter life they
wnd opened to her famishing soul.
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OUR COTTAGE GROUNDS.

BY ETHEL C. GALE.

DEAR MRr. CrowELL:—You know
how natural it is when, by a good deal
of labor and much thought one has
been able to arrange one’s house and
grounds to one's satisfaction, to call
in one’s neighbors and friends that
they may see how much one has ae-
complished and perhaps even be
helped in making their own plans by
the successes or the mistakes one may
have met with. ;

Now may I not justly claim the
great family of Tne HoUSEHOLD a8 my
friends, if not as my neighbors? And
may I not call them in to see how
care and thought helped by but little
money have been able in ten years to
make a comfortable and beautiful
home, where once stood a house, solid
but wugly, blindless, piazzaless, paint-
less, with a few out buildings placed
in the most unsightly and inconven-
ient locations, with but little fruit, few
trees and no flowers?

The one advantage connected with
the place when we—my sister and I—
took it, was its situation on the sum-
mit of a breezy hill on the Connecti-
cut shore overlooking Long Island
Sound. By tearing away all the old
buildings and constructing new ones,
employing architects and landscape
gardeners, and expending a small for-
tune, we might in three years have
made a perfect Paradise out of oux
thirty-five acres of rough farm; but
we two women to whom the spot had
fallen by inheritance, had nothing be-
sides the place that we did not earn
by our daily labor ; one of us as corre-
spondence clerk for a firm in a neigh-
horing city, and the other by the more
fascinating, and equally laborious but
more ill-pald avocation of ¢ contribu-
tor.” So we think the pride with
which we gaze upon tlie result of our
efforts is not wholly unjustifiable.

The portion of our thirty-five acres
that we could spare for ornamental
uses was as limited as our purse, but
by dint of careful arrangement look
more extensive than they are.

The house, an oblong structure sixty
feet long by twenty-four broad, re-
ceived but little external alteration
excepting the application of a coat of
paint in two shades of brown; the
enlargement of some of the windows
and placing of blinds upon all; and
the addition of a plain piazza along
the front or south side. About twenty-
five feet from the front of this piazza
is the fence, made not of pickets, but
of narrow boards laid horizontally
from post to post, which divides our
yard from the public road leading to
the water. Along the Wwest side at a
distance of thirty feet from the house
extends a simjlar fence till it joins a
rough stone wall, moss covered with
age, which forms the northern bound-
ary of our yard seventy-five feet from
the rear of the heuse. This is joined
at right angles by the garden fence,
also of stone which runs i'mn* north

to south, and is fifty feet from the ulst‘i
Here then we have |

end of the house.

a lot one hundred and fifty-six feet|

deep by one hundred and forty broad.
On it, besides the dwelling-house, we
must have ice-house, wood-shed, corn-
house, pig-pen, horse-shed, poultry-
house, barn, barnyard, bleaching-
ground, carriage road, kitchen garden,
and flower garden. Close quarters,
but all are there and do not look
crowded.

At the east and north-east of the
dwelling the ground slopes very sud-
denly in a sort of natural terrace.

Below it lies the kitchen garden which ‘

is still farther protected by another
natural terrace at the north sur-

| quite small, appear to be thrifty, and

mounted by a thick native growth of

hemlocks.
house, making a straight line with the
eastern end, extends a small wing used
for a milk room.

From the north of the|
|sun’s warm rays by their spreading

On the west side of |

this wing—only ten feet wide—the |
floor is on a level with the ground. |
On the east side the basement wall is |
eight feet in height; so under this |

milk room we have built our ice-house.
North of the milk room and adjoining
it, is the wood shed, twelve feet from
north to south by sixteen east and
west. Beyond this, always to the

|sides of the arbor by fastening Loards

north, are the stone steps leading to

the garden, and beyond these again
the poultry house, fifteen feet by

twelve, and pig-pen six feet by twelve.
At right angles with this, facing the
south, is the horse-shed with corn-
house over head, twenty-five feet by
fifteen; this opens on the south side
apen the carriage road, on the west
side into the barnyard. This last lies
at the south of the barn which is about
forty feet by thirty.

Where there is sufficient spaece in
front of a house a carriage sweep
seems desirable there; but as we had
not this space we curved the carriage
road gently from the gate which is in
the south-west corner of the yard to
the rear of the bouse. Here a branch
leads to the horse shed, while the ear-
riage sweep turns at the west of the
barn. In the centre of the irregular
circle described by the sweep is a
heautiful young horse-chestnut tree,
while in the pointed end stands a ne
less beantiful catalpa.

From the carriage gate way curves
also a graveled pathway about four
feet in width to the front door, thence
along the front of the piazza to its
east end where the path again slopes
away with easy gradations along the
top of the terrace which is here grow-
ing less deep to a small gate leading
to the water.

At the western end of the piazza is
a rustic arbor whose presence go very
near the house was hardly a matter of
choice. DPersons familiar with our
rough coast will not need to be told
that rocks, big and littie, pretty and
ngly, gray or moss covered, form a
very striking portion of our scenery.
Right in this spot is a rather high and
nearly flat rock of no particular beauty
in itself to render it desirable, and far
too large to be removed except by
blasting, which would be dangerous
S0 near to the dwelling. It has no
little pockets or crannies which could
be filled with earth and thus prove
nestling places for plants and vines.
No! there it stood a great, bare, hard,
anremovable fact. After holding a
council of war over it we came to the
conclusion that nature had placed it
there as a ready-made imperishable
floor for an arbor. So we built
over it ome of the so called rustic
sort; setting rongh cedar posts with
the bark peeled off at regular intervals
in the ground around it. From these,
rafters of the same sort slope up to a
point in the eentre. This wasa man’s
work; the secondary and lighter labor
of mnailing on similar but smaller
sticks in various fancy fashions, leav-
ing open door-ways at the north and
south ends, was performed by our-
selves. Around this arbor are planted
several grape vines, which, though yet

we rejoice in the prospect of, at some
futnre day, being sheltered from the

leaves. TFor present protection we
have planted a hop-vine which with
its rapid growth covers the whole top
of our arbor and does not interfere
with the health of the young grape
vines. Broad seats are made on two

to the poles which form its frame work
at a height of about oue foot from the
mean level of the rock.

On these seats the shortest can be
accommodated, for if not suited at one
end they are sure to be so at the
In the centre, by way of a

other.
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THE HOUSEHOILD.

table, is placed another rock, which
formerly lay near, having a surface of
about three feet by two and a height
of two and a half feet. Towards the
centre of its otherwise nearly flat top,
is a large and deep pocket; this I fill
with earth and in the summer plant
there a sturdy scarlet geraninm which
will endure the shade and impart an
air of brightness without interfering
with the cool look so delightful in an
arbor, and sow around it mignonette
which fills the little spot with its per-
fume. Close by the carriage gate
stands a tall, straight cedar tree,
which for some unkrown reason main-
tains but a sickly existence. At its
foot we have planted a fine young
trumpet creeper, but until it is old
enough to enshroud the unsightly dead
branches in its secarlet bloom we de-
- pend upon morning glory and Maderia
vines which answer almost as well.
Instead of a fence in front of our
house we would have preferred a hedge
of Norway spruce, but knowing the
native antipathy of cows to ever-
greens, we have backed our plain
fence by a row of spireas, altheas and
barberry bushes planted alternately.
Thus in the early spring the pretty
little yellow-bells of the barberries
will appear at short intervals along
the hedge; in June will come the red
and white masses of the spireas; in
August and early September follow
the showy altheas, and in the autumn
the barberries again make the hedge
brilliant with their bright red leaves
and useful scarlet berries. These
shrubs are all free from destroying
worms and have a rich healthy foliage,
but are all, especially the barberries,
apt to grow in a scraggly fashion
unless kept well pruped. Ours are
kept low that they may not interfere
with the view from our lower win-
dows.

The space just about the house is all
that can be spared for flowers, hence
we have had to crowd our beds more
than we liked, slill the effect is not
bad. Filling the angles made by the
junction of the carriage road and
graveled walk, is a large bed of petu-
nias, forming a thick bank of bloom
and perfume which lasts all the sum-
mer. On each side of the walk to the
house are narrow beds edged with
star of Bethlehems and blue bells and
filled with low growing flowers, as
verbenas, portulaceas, mignonette,
sweet alyssum and pansies. In front
of the dining room windows, in the
centre of the house, is a mound rising
in concentrie circles upon which are
planted those flowers that require the
strongest rays of the sun.

In a long narrow bed close to the
west end of the house are the delicate
English snow-drops, lily of the valley,
white day-lilies and other low 2growing
white flowers, as in that spot, shaded
as it is by two or three large trees
west of the carriage road, and by the
arbor on the south, nothing would so
well contrast with the dark brown of
the house.

Along the edge of the piazza, in the
parrow space between it and the grav-
eled walk, are planted honeysuckles
and climbing roses. As the space be-
tween piazza and fence is but twenty-
five feet, it will readily be seen that
there is not much room left for lawn

there is of it is always kept smoothly
shaven and very green.

At the rear of the house, with the
barn and horse-shed on the north,
other out-buildings on the east, and
carriage road on the south, is a space
about thirty feet square, with a thick
soft turf, which serves for a bleaching
ground. Here posts are set in con-
stantly eplarging squares (something
like the circles of jelly in roly-poly
pudding) so that a line starting from
the central post can be drawn through
holes in all the posts and fastened
with a large knot at the last one.
When the line is not in use the knot
at the end may be untied and the
whole wound upon a large spool
turned by a crank, and sheltered in a
little house at the top of the central
post. These posts are of cedar wood
oiled and varnished. On the top of
each is fastened a cocoanut shell filled
with earth, and containing a slip of
myrtle, or ivy, or a clump of bright-
eyed pansies, and very pretty they
look, smiling down upon us.

Barn-yard and horse-shed are al-
ready nearly hidden from the house
by the thrifty young evergreens we
have planted just south of the road
leading to the horse-shed, and we
hope will shortly be entirely so.

We no longer see the old-fashioned
kitchen garden laid out in big squares
for vegetables, divided by broad
walks edged with flower beds, their
“ ragged robins ¥ and “ jumping John-
nies ” kept trimly within the beunds,
set by two rows of well-clipped box,
and with a scraggy pear or plum tree
set squarely at each angle. Experi-
ence has taught ns that both economy
and taste require a separation of the
ornamental and the uoseful, and we
now prefer to inhale the perfume of
our roses free from the contaminating
odors of the onion bed.

Our kitchen-garden being sheltered
on the northern side by a natural ter-
race surmounted by a thick native
growth of hemlocks, and on the west-
ern side protected by dwelling and
out-buildings, is necessarily a warm
spot and always produces early vege-
tables.

At the northern end, close under the
shelter of the evergreens and terrace,
are many young grapevines trained on
rustic lattices; others are planted on
the west side and trained against the
out-buildings. South of the north
row of grape trellises, running from
east to west, are rows of the smaller
fruits, currants, raspberries, black-
berries, gooseberries and strawberries.

On the eastern side, next the fence,
are two asparagus beds each forty feet
by five. In among the grapevines are
small permanent beds of sage, thyme,
parsley, etc., and in the same mneigh-
borhood is the hot-bed. The celery
trenches run close by and parallel with
the asparagus beds. All the other
vegetables are planted in long rows,
so that a plow or cultivator can bz
easily passed between them.

Across the narrow country road in
front of our dwelling in a place once
occupied by barns and cattle yards, is
a spot admirably adapted for fruit
raising, being sheltered on the north
and west, partly by the house, and
partly by the natural slope of the land,
and baving been enriched by many
generations of cattle. Here we plant-

ed, during our first spring, a large
number of young apple, pear, peach,
cherry and plum trees, most of which
are now just coming into bearing.
But as fruit trees are rather ugly than
otherwise, excepting when covered
with blossoms in the spring, or laden
with fruit in the fall; and as the
ground on that side of the street is so
much lower than that where the house
stands that tall shrubs planted there
will not interfere with the view from
our lower windows, we have planted
next to the roadside fence of the
orchard a hedge of various beautiful
shrubs. Some of these will begin
flowering about the time that the
blossoms are falling from ihe fruit
trees and will continue in a lovely suc-
cession through a great part of the
summer and autumn.

Spireas, white and pink; laburnums,
golden and lilac; ¢ tree honeysuck-
les;” hawthorns, red and white;
wigelia-rosea; pyrus japonica; the
sweet, old-fashioned saringa, with the
equally sweet and old-fashioned lilacs,
white, red and Persian; the late flow-
ering altheas; the fiery burning bush;

which as a child I have swung and
played. The yellow dandelions spot
the fresh grass just as brightly. Be-
yond, up the hill, I see the same rustic
seat, the quince and cuorrant bushes,
the cherry trees casting their snewy
leaves upon the earth. By and by
we’ll go up there.

Well, we’ll go in; unlock the door,
please, somehow I skrink as one
might in opening the narrow house of
the long dead. How close the birds
come, so long have they had the place
to themselves our presence disturbs
them. I wonder if the robins still
build on the russet tree near the east-
ern windows?

Over the threshold; the air is close,
very close. That is good; throw
open windows and blinds and let in
the blessed sunshine and God’s free
air; I must turn my face to it an in-
stant, for I cateh the perfume of the
flowering currant and lilac by the
pump; thelittle cinnamon roses grow-
ing all along under the fence gleam
brightly among their dark leaves.
How still! once there was a welcome
given upon the threshold, now though

the luxuriant clematis; the brilliant
sumach, and the gay bitter-sweet, al-|
ternate along the whole extent of|
rough, grey stone wall, which they |
render beautiful. Do any think that |
the presence of the two shrubs last
named demand an apology? They
have only to be seen in their autumnal
beauty for us to wonder that these
natives of the soil are not general
favorites.

We think our friends will all agree |
with us that our dwe]_ling, though un- |
pretentious and inexpensive is now
really beautiful. The chief outlay
was in the building of the piazza, the
painting and ** blinding” the house, |
moving of out-bu!ldings and planting
the orchard, the whole costing a trifle
over eight hundred dollars. And now

we feel that we have things in ‘‘ good |

shape” to continue our—ahem !—farm-
ing operations. Wish us God speed,
dear HousenoLD band !
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HOUSEHOLD TALKS.

BY LAURA LITTLE.

Tender memnories round thee twine,
Like the ivy green round the vine:
Over land and sea we may roam,
Still will we cherish thee, our own dear
A. A. Graley.
At the gate at last, Belle. We will
enter. Ah! the walk used to be wide
and clean; it is grass-grown, now,
and here and there I see a weed. I
have the key but my hand trembles a
little; wait a moment upon this old
stone step. With the fresh morning
air we will take in this familiar scene
once more. Oh,yes; the pond flashes |
prettily in the sun. “ From shore to
shore ” the ducks pass plunging and
splashing the water as they go. How
green the grass everywhere. See, the
rose-vine on the door hangs thick
with sweet flowers. Yonder vine
with the handful of blood red roses at
the very top, telling of beauty and
fragrance freely given in better days,
is now dying. The columbine, sweet-
rocket and myrtle still thrive; old
friends and true.

home.

| We are seated, no sound of greeting is

heard. The room is unchanged; the
same paper upon the wall, the same
pictares, the same furniture, orna-
ments, everything the same yet noth-
ing the same.

Just here, Belle, from this sofa, a
freed sonl went out to life eternal;
suddenly dropped the earthly and put
on the heavenly garment. It-was Octo-
ber. It had been one of her most per-
fect days, an autumn sunset was paint-
ing the sky, the many tinted clouds
lighting up the western windows, cast
their rays across this large room,
giving the faces watching us from the
wall a look of life; the eastern win-
dows caught the stream of sanlight
and the plants in them of a shining
green, so recently were they from the
outer air, were bathed in it. How
well I remember—remember it all!

Looking out upon the earth in its
brilliant beauty, upon the setting sun
as it touched here and there around
the room, he turned his beaming face
to mine, i How beantiful!” he ex-
claimed. Slowly he walked back and
forth a few times, very happy, softly
humming a household song the while.
Dropping my work, I joined him, with
my hand through his arm talking
cheerfully of the morrow. As we
came back here he paused and sat
down, and then while the skies were
vet bright with but a momentary pain,
a sudden falling of the head upon my
arm, left me—alone. ¢ Like a shock
of corn fully ripe” was my father
gathered.

The next room? I will go soon; 1
must open the door gently as I used;
yes, I will go first.

My dead! my dead!

Here she lay, pale, patient, smiling.
Here I sat or lay beside her—the thin
hands seem to cling now—watching,
hoping, praying for her life. God
gave her everlasting life. Heis good.

Time was given for last thoughts,
wishes, commands; time to call be-
loved ones around her bed; to hear
their well known voices speak the
name they learned upon her Kknee;

This used to be home. What is it
now, I wonder? Beautiful to-day with

blossoms are the apple trees under)

time enough to make all things ready;
for prayers, tears, searchings, fare-
wells, praises, even, and them the

it %mong the flower beds, but what little
i e\ Loy
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weary body found rest, the ransomed
soul perfect peace. ¢ Her children
arise up and call her blessed.”

Oh, mother! mother!

I used to think large families desira-
ble, a blessing, I am uot quite as sure
now. When-of age they must separ-
ate, one go this way, another that, and
time and ecircumstances oiten makes
them almost forget what they once
were to each other. Sometimes too a
serpent creeps into the little circle,
just now so happy, so loving, so bound
together ; and stinging one, but failing
to sting another, suddenly becomes
enraged and strikes on all sides.
Sorrow, confusion and dismay are
brought into the family band; they
scatter, estranged, each goes his own
way. But it is not always so, and
perhaps these family trials are among
the ‘¢ all things” out of which good
is to be wrought to the believing soul
when so tried.

There were nine of us children; the
three eldest had each a different birth-
place; six were born in this room;
our leader a sturdy boy, generous,
affectionate, strong-willed, guided by
a keen sense of right and justice,
tossing obstacles from his path some-
thing as schoolboys toss snow balls,
move they must, if only from one
hand to the other, for a time and then
with a strength born of that indomita-
ble will, off they whiz and the anflag-
ging feet press on unhindered. You
know him, Belle, the pride and com-
fort of onr blessed dead, who, as Ja-
cob blessed Joseph and his sons ere
he passed away, so did they bless this
son, their Joseph and all his. A troop
of girls followed, four, and then the
wee lamb came, soon to grow weary,
soon to be gathered to the Shepherd’s
bosom. I can just recall the waxen
face and tiny hands within the coffin
and the sudden want and dreadfual si-
lence that we little ones felt had fallen
upon us, when they carried out to the
grave our baby.

Prayers, tears, cries will not avail.
Live on we must though the dearest
faces have vanished from our earthly
vision forever. Live on, ourappointed
time through all the wearinegs and
longings even to the end, God’s time.
He will expeet us to live it well, too.

Up stairs? not to-day, Belle; heart
and brain are weary now, we’ll go out
under the sweet-smelling trees upon
the hill and sit down on the old seat.
““Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like

home.”

——— e - -

TEMPERANCE AGALN,

BY DR. J. H. HANAFORD.

Fully indorsing the sentiments pre-
sented by our friend, Mrs. Carney, I
may be allowed to take a few of her
thoughts as texts, with no fear that
too much can ever be said or judiciously
done to remove this giant evil. In
our fallen humanity it is almost as
natural to favor the use of the * fire-

rater ” in some way as it is to breathe.
There is a strange idea that it must be
used, that we should soon die without
some stimulant, we must use it as a
bath, or we must put it with various

" medical preparations, and then if the

compound does any good, or is sup-
posed to, the spirits are sure tq get
the credit. But do you ask why it is
so often recommended by physicians?

T E HO- U8 B ek Wil

Well, various reasons. It is the fash-
ion just now, at least, the use of
whiskey for lung diseases, and yet in
a practice of about twenty-five :,J'uﬂr:;E
I have never seen a case of cure of
which I felt certain. Patients recover
from sickness and feel very much
surer of the successful remedy than
do the attending pbysicians. It is
quite certainthat the doctor sometimes
gets the credit due to nature, but
often is robbed of his just dues 'mf
this regard.

Are you surprised that medical men
should have fashions, that all is not
science? Well, we are human, like'
others, and may err. But do not thc;
fooleries of fashion gain access toi
any circles save where ignorance
reigns? The major part of any com-|
munity are controlled by the demands
of the fickle goddess far more than by
common sense, and it must be expect-
ed that while so many are clamoring
for ardentspirits in medicine or as med-
icine, weak-spined doctors will ac-
commodate them. And yetitis proba-
ble that but few, comparatively, real-
ly believe that what so universally
proves a curse when taken as a drink
can be so very safe when taken as
medicine. It might seem that the
change in the name, to some persous,
is about as potent as the * philoso-
pher’s stomne.” Some, also order it,
because fond of it themselves, and
yet very few of all who give it really
would administer it to their children
it sick.

The idea that it is a purifier of the
blood, as claimed by - some, is too ab-
surd to merit even a passing notice,
especially while we remember that by
far the greater part in the market is a
flctitions article, a * vile compound,”
of some of the most poisonous arti-
cles in use. Indeed, how can we
counterfeit a poison (all alcohol is
poison) without the use of other poi-
sons?

Again, how can a sane man—Kknow-
ing to what extent these liquors are
adulterated—dare to take them as med-
icines. Such medicated compounds
mingling in the stomach with other
remedies, all blindly thrown together,
with no knowledge of their compati-
bility? The paper maker or the glue
maker, who would pursue such a blind
course, combining ingredients of
which he knows nothing, would be
deemed a fit subject for the mad-house
—unfit for business. Those drugs are
prepared with care and skill, and no
intelligent physicians will dare use
théim thus recklessly, with the poison-
ous drugs of the adulterated spirits,
so many of which have only about
one-fifteenth, and even less of the pure
article.

Once more. Is it safe to send for a
physician who may be drunk? We
never know what such a man may do
with his drugs while in that senseless
and irresponsible state. He may mis-
place or combine the most deadly drugs
and never know the difference till he
has sacrificed a loved one, and de-
stroyed the health of many others,
nor can you know just how far such a
man is under the influence of his
drams even when he seems to be free
from its deadly power. Indeed, ne
man in the habitual use of such a
powerful excitant and poison can be

reliable at any time. His brain can

never be as clear as if no poison had
ever entered it—no unnatural excit-
ant disturbed its normal action.

From twenty-five years of medical
experience, Ido nothesitate to say that
I should not dare to give the more
usual liquors to my own children, and
also, that I would not continue the
use of even the purest liguors beyond
one or two doses—just to arouse sui-
ficlently that digestion may be re-
stored, since it is a well acknowledged
principle that all stimulants eventual-
ly debilitate. Their proper use must
be accidental and temporary, or harm
must result. And if I supposed that
I might make one drunkard in fifty to
whom I might give spirits, I should
not feel justified in the dangerous ex-
periment. Even if true that some few
might die from the want of it, the
mumber would be almost infinitely
smaller than the present sacrifice.

Physicians are often regarded as in-
telligent men, the proper instructors
of the community in matters relating
to the preservation and the promo-
tion of the health. As such, they
must ever exert an influence for good
or for ill. At the present time, it
must be admitted, many, many of this
class, partly in consequence of this
megdical fashion, are exerting a pow-
erful influence in favor of intemper-
ance, more, it is feared, than that of a
similar number of the dealers, since
their object and interests are known.
The drinking habits of the ¢ whiskey
doctors” and their frequent and
often unnecessary recommendations
and prescriptions of- liqguors cannot
but exert abad influence and do harm.

.- - -

TYPES AND BLANKS, OR ** ONLY
4 BLANK.””

BY OLIVE OLDSTYLE.

A dear friend was speaking of her
past life, which, contrary to her own
tastes and aspirations, bad been en-
tirely taken up by petty cares and a
constant round of home duties. *“I
have longed,” she said, ‘‘ to be of some
use in the world; my spirit has chafed
and fretted over what has seemed to
me to be a lost life; now I am trying
to be resigned to be only a blank.”
Only a blank! I pondered the words,
and have been thinking that there may
be many who partake of our monthly
feast, who feel that they are “only a
blank.” Buat are blanks really of no
use? Ask the printer.

If you will step into a printer’s of-
fice, you will see on a sort of desk lots
of little pieces of metal. Examine
them and you will find on the end of
each a letter. You know what they
are and you say, ‘“what useful things!
what would the world do in this age
without them?” You look at them
with interest, and rejoice that types
were ever invented. But here are
some little blocks shorter and smooth
at both ends, what are these? “Only
blanks,” and you are not much inter-
ested. You take up a book or paper,
how beautifully clear and distinct every
word appears, what pleasure you take
in reading, and how much you admige
the work of the types.

Here is a book for you to read, the
work of "some of the first printers.
InthebeginningGodcreatedtheheavens
andtheearth. You say, “I cannot read

that book, the words all run together.”
But you must pick out the words.
“0 that is too much work, why did
they print it in that unintelligible
way?” Well, you see those old printers
had the types, but not the blanks. It
is the blank which separates the words
and brings order out of seeming con-
fusion. Are they of any use? Asyou
read you see the work of the type and
admire its usefulness, while the blank
which filled its place and did its
work just as well, is perhaps forgotten
because it left no mark. If the blank
had stepped forward and tried to do
the type’s work, it would have made
only a blot, but it kept quietly in its
appointed place and the printer appre-
ciated its worth, and all readers were
benefited.

Dear restless souls, who feel that
you are of no account, and that your
lives add nothing to the pages of this
world's history, be not discouraged.
The great Architect, che Director of
this world’s affairs, has assigned your
place, and He knows for what purpose.
You may be somewhat hidden, and
your deeds may not appear prominent
and plain to thoughtless eyes, and
even you may not understand all the
wbys and wherefores, and you may
not realize your usefulness; yet it
may be that your presence is very nec-
essary to preserve order and harmony
in your immediate neighborhood.
The world needs many quiet, unob-
trusive people, who do their work
faithfully, though it may be done in a
corner; and the Lord approves the
corner workers, as well as those who
labor in the open fleld. And if He
approves, is it not enough? This hid-
den labor is not unnecessary, and our
Father knows it requires grace, pa-
tience, resignation and fortitude, to
perform it, as well as that in more
public positions; and He will give
grace and strength to those who seek
his favor, and will reward, not accord-
ing to the greatness of their deeds,
but for obedience, faithfulness, and
trust in Him.,

There is a place for every one, and
every place must be filled or society
would suffer; and if we flll our place
however humble it may be, we labor
for the public good. If all were
preachers, where would they find
hearers? 1If all were leaders, there
would be none to lead! Ifall were
teachers, who would wish tobe taught?
If all men entered the learned profes-
sions, who would till the soil and how
would all be fed, for great men must
eat as well as little folks? If all wo-
men were lecturers, or engaged in
public work of various kinds, who
would take care of the homes, 'the
sick, and the little ones? and if all
were writers the world would be
flooded with reading, and young and
old would suffer for food and raiment.
So, my sisters, let ns who are ‘“‘only
blanks™ be content, and strive o fill
the place assigned us faithfully, and
when the morning dawns we may be
permitted to see that our lives have
not been all in vain.

—e -

—These words of Epictetus are
worth remembering: ‘“If any one
speak ill of thee, consider whether he
hath truth on his side, and if so re-
form thysell that his censures may
not affect thee.”
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

Number Fifty-two.

BY MRS. JULIA C. R. DORR.

“J would not live alway: I ask not to stay
Where storm after storm rises dark o’er the way:
The few Jurid mornings that dawn on us here,
Are enough for life’s woes, full enough for its

cheer.”

When I was a girl of eighteen, be-
longed to ‘‘the choir,” and lifted up
my voice musically every Sunday, I
was prone to find in hymns like the one
quoted above, a snare and a stumbling-
block. We were exhorted to sing with
the “spirit and the understanding;”
we were told that to do less than this
was mockery, mere lip-service, dis-
pleasing to God and a desecration of
the Holy Places; and then we, who
for the most part were merry, light-
hearted boys and girls to whom it was
a joy to be alive, and to whom mere
existence was a delight, were desired
to rise in our places, and say (or sing)
that we did not wish to live always,
and, on the whole, rather preferred to
Jeave this miserable world, and go
somewhere else!

For my part, not being kith or kin
to the Wandering Jew, I thought there
was small danger of our living always ;
but I was pretty sure I wanted to live
agood long time, and T hopedI should!
Whatdid the congregation think about
it? The pulpit had read the hymn, and
the choir had sung it,—and now how
did the pews look at the matter? Was
there auy one within the sound of our
voices who really wanted to die?

I leaned forward, and from my high
perch in the gallery looked down upon
the heads below. A dim and misty
light stole in through the painted win-
dows. Some of the lower sashes were
open, and the balmy, clover-scented
air played with white and brown and
golden locks, and fluttered the leaves
of the hymn-books. Out of doors,
birds were trilling roundelays; soft
winds were rustling the tree-tops; the
sun was shining gloriously; light,
fleecy clouds floated aimlessly against
the blue; the very grass in the grave-
vard was green and bright, and the
headstones seemed transfigured- I
could hear the ripple of the river, and
its rush and hurry as it swept over
the dam. How beautiful it all was !
Sweet sights and scents and sounds
were cverywhere, and earth seemed
fair as a dream.

How: was it with those good, pious
people down in the pews? Theylooked
placid and comfortable, and as if, on
the whole, they were having a pretty
good sort of a time. Did they really
feel the words we had been singing?
Were they crying out in their hearts
“We would not live alway; no, wel-
come the tomb”? They had lived
thirty, forty, fifty years many of them.
Some had passed their allotted three
score and ten. Doubtless they knew
a great deal more about it than I did.
Was life, then, such a bitter thing?
Storm after storm rising darkly over
the way, lurid mornings, woes and
tears, shadows and darkness,—were
these mere figures of speech, or were
they stern realities? I wondered if
the author of that hymn had really
been any more anxious to die than I
was?. I wondered if Death had sud-

denly confronted him while he was

elaborating those very lines, if he
would not have screamed and fainted ;
or, remembering that diseretion is the
better part of valor, if he might not
have turned and run?

It seemed to me that howcver peo-
ple might sing, or pray, or talk in
prayer-meeting, when it came to the
point very few of them were in much
of a hurry to exchange this world for
any other. Let any bodily ill touch
them, let any epidemic rage, let any
swift and suddem danger stare them
in the face, and they were as anxious
to escape as any of us. That seemed
to be the state of the case. Dear old
father A— talked about his longing for
heaven, and brother B sighed, with
closed eyes and folded hands, for the
gloricsof the New Jerusalem. Earnest,
sincere, in every way excellent as they
were, all who listened to their prayers
and exhortations would have supposed
that the shortest road from this world
to the next would please them best,
and that they would go *‘’cross-lots”
if by so doing they could shorten the
distance! Yet when father A’s horse
ran away with him and came within
an inch of whirling down a precipice,
how tremulously the dear eold man
thanked God that his life was spared,
and that he was still on ‘‘probationary
ground!” And when brother B—, who
had been carried to the brink of the
grave by typhoid fever, came slowly
back to life again, who so glad as he!

Why sheuldn’t he be glad? I was
glad, too, and so was every one who
knew him. But then—what did they
put such lugubrious hymnsin the hymn-
book for? and why did the saintly
people who wrote them talk as if life
was such a eurse, and death such a
blessing?

Then came the hardest question of
all. What was one’s duty about it?
Ought we to be able—we young folks
up in the gallery—to endorse the sen-
timent of such hymns, and to sing them
with the spirit and the understanding?
Was this hard test, the real test?
Could one be a christian, and yet not
be ready and willing te die?

Ah, friends! the question that trou-
bled me that, day has troubled older
and wiser brains than mine ever since
death came into the world. From im-
memorial ages a certain class of poets
and painters and preachers have tried
to depict death as a fair, calm angel,
opening to us weary mortals the gold-
en gates of paradise. They have tried
to throw over all the sad details of'the
death-chamber, the shroud, the pall,
the bier, and the grave, a certain veil
of glamour and romanee, and thus to
reconcile us to the inevitable. How
many of you were taught when you
were children, that horrible hymn be-
ginning :

“‘Ah, lovely appearance of death!
What sight upon earth is so fair 7

Not all the gay pageants on earth
Can with a dead body compare 1"

Untruer words were never written,
even though they were written by a
good man. The human heart, the hu-
man instinet, if you will, revolts at
death, and shrinks from contact with
it* TFor a healthy nature, that has not
been crushed by some one of the
overwhelming sorrows that sometimes
sap the very foundations of life, to
wish for death, is simply unnatural;

“I want to be angel, and with the an-
gels stand,” were turned out of our
houses and Sunday-schools. No child
that is fit to live wants to be an angel.
It wants, rather, to be a healthy, hap-
py, rosy little romp, playing ball, and
trundling hoop, and hushing doll-
babies to sleep. It wants to sing, and
dance, and laugh, and shout, and have
a good time generally; and pretty
oftenit wants to be naughty, and needs
to be scolded, and then it wants to
have its tears kissed away, and to be
made much of !

And what is true of the little ones,
is also true of us “‘children of a larger
growth.” Let us not mistake morbid
melancholy and sickly sentimentalism
for religion, nor suppose that when
we have reached such a state of un-
healthy exaltation that we declare our-
selves to be longing for death, we are
really any the better prepared to die—
or even to live.

But to very many of us, in spite of
reason and philosophy and Christiani-
ty, this is a painful subject. Many a
geuntle, timid soul shrinks back invol-
untarily at the thought of the dark
river and the rolling flood ; and be the
spirit ever so willing, the flesh is weak.
And it is not easy to forget or to ig-
nore the essence of what many of us
were taught in our childhood, i. e.,
that a christian should be at all times
willing to die. Had not St. Paul said
that he chose rather to depart and be
with Christ, which was far better?

But just as long as human nature

crosses, rather than the rest of the
grave?

Yet, friends, there is one thought that
should bring peace and comfort with it.
Nearly all persons die, when the time
comes, quietly, peacefully, even hap-
pily. The experience of a friend of
mine, touching this very point, never
fails to give me strength and courage.
Perheps it will strengthen some other
trembling soul that loves life so well
it shrinks from the embrace of death;
and in that hope I give it here.

She was a young woman of about
thirty-five, full of a-bounding life and
spirits, gay, joyous, ready for every
good word and work, but with all her
goodness neither saintly nor over sub-
limated. You never thought of her
as ‘“wanting to be an angel;” and
therein lies the very point that may
make her little story helpful and en-
couraging to you and me.

One day, as Peter's wife’s mother
did, she ‘ fell sick of a fever;” very ill
she was, too, hovering for weeks on
the further limits of the border-land.
No one thought it possible that she
could recover, and she herself gave up
all hope of living. The grave seemed
very near to her.

As I sald, my friend had never been
especially saintly, though she was a
sincere christian. She had always
dreaded death—and because she
dreaded it, she had sometimes ques-
tioned her own soul, demanding its
secrets in fear and trembling. If she
were a christian, would she fear to
die?—Now, in this her hour of ex-

shrinks appalled before the closed gate
of a mystery it cannot solve, just so|
long will human nature shrink 1'ro1n!
death. Is it strange? Death is the|
commonest fact in human existeuce.l
It is the one thing that must happen to |
every one of us. Whatever else we
do, or fail to do, we must all die,
sooner or later. Yet it is also the one
inevitable thing, of which we know
actually nothing. Of all the myriad
myriads who have passed heyond the
veil, not one has come back to answer
the yearning question, what ¢s death?
For even the Katie Kings, and the
Hontos, and the Bessies, and the rest
of the spirits that profess to return at
the beck of the so-called mediums,
fail to answer that one great ery of
the human soul. They tip tables, and
hurl inkstands, and play the banjo;
they smoke, and eat oranges, and use
slang and bad grammer. But up from
the whole mighty host, Indian, Greek,
Jew and Gentile, learned and un-
learned, bond and free, there comes
notone single, strong, clear word, born
of common-sense and reason, to tell us
what death is, and what follows after
it. They talk, some of them, at least,
in vagne and glittering generalities
of *‘ flowers” and ‘‘ music” and
“ spheres ” and the * summer-land.”
But they do not tell ns what we long
to know ; they do not tell us where our
dead are, or what they are doing.
Nothing tells us that, neither reason,
nor science, nor religion, nor revela-
tion, and after all the progress of all
the ages, death is just as much a mys-
tery to us as it was to Adam.

Is it any wonder that we shrink
from it? and that, if we tell the truth,
most of us are compelled to say that
we choose life with whatever it brings

tremity, she marvelled at herself; and
it is not too much to say that her
friends marvelled also. What had be-
come of all her doubts and fears and
tremors? She talked of the death she
believed approaching, as calmly as she
would have talked of a journey to
New York. Her chamber seemed a
charmed and holy place, and upon her
forehead was the sesl of the peace
that passeth understanding. “ I am so
happy,” she said; ‘“ nothing troubles
me any more.”

At length she slowly came back
from the heaven she had so nearly
won, to the confines of earth again,
and it almost seemed, unwillingly.
But with the returning wave of life,
came back the old love of life—the
God-implanted love that could alone
make existence endurable.

‘“I do not want to die now,” she
said, after her restoration to health,
‘‘any more than I did before I was
sick. But I have lost my old dread of
death. When the time comes, I shall
be ready to go to the arms of the
Everlasting Love that I then felt were
open wide to receive me. That
settles it.”

READER, have you a neighbor or a friend
who is not a subsecriber to TuE HOUSEHOLD ?
Please show her this number and make known
our offer of a trial trip of THREE MONTHS
(post-paid) for TEN CENTS. Seedast page.

——l- -

A WORD TO THE WISE IS SUF-
FICIENT.

_[Extract from a Report made by John L.

Garwood, M. D., Analytic Chemisi.]

‘“ There is, with one sole exception,
no such thing as a pure family soap
made in the United States, for sale.
Pure soap may be made for the use of

and it is high time that such songs as

of disappointment and lesses and|

the manufacturer, but us we have said,
not for sale, with one exception.

S
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Next to an excessive proportion of
water which is the Pactolus where
soap-makers find their greatest gain,
is rosin—that familiar product of the
pine-tree, that however necessary on
the fiddle-bow, is as useless when in-
corported with soaps as it would be
snugly hidden away in the capacious
depths of our washwoman’s pocket;
and its direct tendency is to*‘ yellow ”
fabrics; and as its use by the soap-
maker makes necessary the use of the
harsh and eaustic alkalies to ‘¢ kill” it,
it would be really for the best interest
of the consumer (if we must buy
rosin of the soap-maker, when we ask
for soap), that he should give it to us
in a separate package, in which shape
it might be put to some proper ase.
Flour is used very largely by soap-
makers to mix with soap to add
weight. So is clay and various other
earths, sillicate of soda, sulphate of
lead and a hundred other kindred sub-
stitutes for an equal quantity of pure
soap which is replaced m bulk at a
very small fraction of the cost of the
pure soap. A chemical analysis has
shown that twenty-three samples of
different soaps averaged over jfifty per
cent. or one-half adulteration, useless
to the consumer in every case and in
a large majority of instances positive-
ly injurious to any fabric.

It is safe to say that with the one
exception we have referred to, the
real pure seap in any compound adul-
terated soap we buy, costs us double
the price we apparently pay for it. A
pound bar for which we pay 8 cents
contains but a half pound of soap,
and a half ponnd of something injuri-
ous, useless, and dishonest, and we
pay the soap-maker 8 cents for a half
pound of soap, and he makes us a pres-
ent of something we do not wish.
Sixteen cents a pound for soap lIs,
therefore, what we pay, though our
bill says 8 cents. The obvious reason
of this Is to give a largely increased
profit to the soap-maker, though at
the expense of our clothing as well as
our pockets.

Dobbins’ Electric Soap can be
bought for about thirteen cents a
pound, and is strictly and perfectly
pure, as white as the flnest imported
Castile and we personally know by
actual test that one pound of It will
go a8 far and do as much work as
three pounds of any other soap made.
Therefore it is true economy to use it.
We have not spoken of the greatest
saving to be lound in its nse—the sav-
ing and preservation of clothing,
through the fact thaj it has not the
slightest trace in its composition of
anything in any way injurious to the
finest fabric—nor in the saving in
time, labor, and fuel through its use,
but they all exist, as a trial qof the
soap has shown us and will show the
most sceptical. It is in fact one of
the few things that tells a better story
of its merits and capacities than any
pen can do. It tells its own story. Its
use is rapidly driving other poorer
soaps from the market, and its manu-
facturers, I. L. Cragin & Co., of Phil-
adelphia, Pa., find their capacious fac-
tory hardly able to produce, though
ranning night and day, soap sufficient
to fill the orders they are receiving
from all over the conntry from Maine
to California. We have cited this ar-
ticle and this house, simply to point
an argument we were going toadvance,
and that is that it is a mistake our
manufacturers make when they be-
lieve that their profits will be increased
and their business enlarged by a sys-
tem of aldulteration and falsiflcation.

There is sure to be a reaction—the
demand for their goods falls off, and
finally ceases. They are not building
up for their goods that reputation that
will alone eusure their sale year after
year, and while such articles as Dob-
bins’ Eleetric Soap steadily increases
as every day some new consumer
learns their value, these poor adulter-
ations spring up only to die a natural
death and be heard of no more.

—

WE TRUST every one of our present sub-
scribers will send us a half dozen or more
trial subseribers before May 18t. See A Tri-
al Trip, on last page.

TEN CENTS for Three Months (post-
age paid). See A Trial Trip, on last
page.

Any one going west can get fome val-
uable information and reduced fares by
writing to Asa C. Call, State Agent ot
Immigration, Algona, Iowa. 10ef

RipGes FOOD I8 CLASBED AMONGET
THE RELIABLE preparations of the day,
a8 proved by use and experience; it is
always reliable, easily, and readily
taken by the little folks.

THOUSANDS HAVE BEEN CHANGED by
the use of the Pernvian Syrup (a proto-
xide of Iron) from weak, sickly, sufler-
ing oreatures, to strong, healthy, and
happy men and women, and invalids
cannet reasonably hesimte to give it
a trial. For Dyspepsia and Debility it
is & specifio.

WISTAR'S WILD CHERRY BALSAM.—
This B nic compound has become a
home fixture. Let all who suffer, and
have in vain attempted to cure their
coughs, colds, bronchial or pulmonary
complaints, make use of this unequaled
remedy. 50 ots. and $1 a bottle, large
boltles much the cheaper.

A 8 we write the snow is again falling
thick and fast and winter’s reign scems
ag far as ever from its termination. But
the days are lengthening and soon
“gentle apring »” with its  etherial mild-
negs” and inevitable housecleaning
will soon be upon us. BSo ‘“‘lay an an-
chor at the window ” ye thrifty house-
wives, and if you have not already done
80 get at once a box of American Peer-
less Soap and you will never regret the
investment.

The most recent method of increasing
profits in the way of trade that has
come to light is the practice of unprin-
cipled news dealers in selling the sup-
plement of their Tribunes, which usu-
ally contain the full report of the Til-
ton-Beecher suit, to certain customers
who care only for that report, and the
rest of the papers as compléte copies to
guch as do not have time or neglect to
examine them before purchasing.
Those who would be sure of getting the
mammoth triple sheet Tribunes in full
would do well to purchase only of hon-
est dealers or, better still, send direct
to the offlce of publication and be
aerved regularly by maill or earrier.
We know of no other paper that fur-
nishes so ample supply of solid, family
reading in connection with the current
news of the day.

CONSUMPTIVES, TAKE NOTICE.

Every moment of delay makes yonr
cure more hopeless, and much depends
on the judicious choice of a remedy.
The amount of testimony in favor of
Dr. Schenck’s Pulmoniec Syrup, as a
cure for consumption, far exceeds all
that can be brought to support the pre-
tengions of any other medicine. See
Dr. Schenck’s Almanac, containing the
certificates of many persons of the
highest respectability, who have been |
restored to health, after being pio-
nounced incurable by physicians of
acknowledged ability. k’s Pnl-
monie Syrup alone has cured many, as
these evidences will show ; but the cure |
i often promoted by the employment
of two other remedies which Dr.
Schenck provides for the purpose.
These addit onal remedies are Schenck’s
Sea Weed Tonic and Mandrake Pills.
By the timely nse of these medicines,
according to directions, Dr. Schenck
certifies that most any case of Consumy-
tion may be cured.

Dr. Schenck will be at the Quincy
House, Boston, on the following Wed-
nesdays, from 9 to 3 o’clock: Jan. 13th
and 27th, Feb, 10th and 24th, and March
10th and 24th. Consnltation free; but
for a thorough examination of the lungs,
with the Respirometor, the price is $5.

Dr. Schenck is prosessionally at his
principal office, Corner Sixth and Arch
Streets, I’hiladelphia, every Monday,
where all letters of advice must be ad-
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Cholcost Flowors—Best Vegoetables,

B Elegant Books on Gardening

to our cusiomers, New 100 page

Ellustrated Catalogue now ready,

¥reo to all, WOOD & BELLOWS
(late Woob & HALL,) Ge neva, N, ’y,

20 FINE VERBENAS FOR $1.

Any of the following named plants sent by mail,
g}umue paid, at 10 cents each. Any three sorts for
cents, or fifteen for $1. No order received for
less than 25 cents. Fuchsias, Geraniums (Double
Zonale, Scented and Ivy), Begonias, Carnations,
Pinks, Calceolareas, Basket ijiums, Ageratums,
Abutlion, Achyranthus, Coleus, Canpas, Chrysan-
themums, Hardy Phlox, Cuphea, Kupatoreums,
Stevias, Feverfew, Hellotro 0e8, Heterocentrum,
Libonia, Mahernia, Pllea, S(IIIHRX. Double Petunias,
Solanum Capsicastrum, Veronicas. One packet As
ter, Balsam, Petunia, Phlox and Verbena for 250
e cents, My Tiustrated Catalogue of New Plants
S Seeds for 1875, and any two packets of the above
Seeds sent on receipt of 10 cents. Address
O. A. REESER & 00., Erie, Pa.

SEEDS.

SEEDS.

= B

My Annual Descriptive Catalogue of Choice Flower
and Vegetable Seeds tor 1575 now ready, malled free on

application.
/ A ' /f
Sk v

Address,

- Hadw i DERIEUOrO, ViE:
Once Joined, Never Divided!

[
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To Introduce our Superior Style of Table Cutlery, we
will send to any address by mail. ﬂstvgﬂ.ld. upon the
receipt of $1.00, one of our eantiful Steel=
Bladed, Bot-Water Proof Handled Butter~
Knives, Silver=Plated 'Throughout. Worth
twice the money. Circulars, glving full deseription and
Post-paid price of all our styles, sent on application.

WOODN CCTLERY CO., Antrim, N. H.

253, TIN WIRE RINGS.

Will not Ruat or make the
N Mog’s Nose Sore.
. * Hardware Dealers sell them,
\ Binger, 81.00; Tin Rings, per
, 60c ; Coppered Rings,
$\500,; Tongs, §1.25; by mail,
postpaid. Circulars free.
/AL W. lill & Co. Decatur,111,

TR
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(TO THE FLOWER AND KITGHEN GARDEN

Enlarged, Improved, and Embelished by
A MAGNIFICENT COLORED PLATE

and hundreds of Engravings, descriptive of more than

three thousands varieties of Choice Flower and Vege-

table Seed, Gladiolus, Lilies, &c., also direcsons for

culture, Sent free on receipt of two 3 cent stamps.

Address WASHRBURN & CO,, Boston, Mass.
d=le

Williams’
Jamaica
Ginger

For relief and cure of Colds, vholera~
morbus, Summer Complaints and In-
digestion. A delicicus drink for hot
weoather. Many spurious preparations
are in market. The genuine bears our
trade-mark, "THE LAUGHING

GEO. W S & CO
i artford, Ct.
Sold by Druggists and Grocers.

'SPECIAL PREMIUMS

e

Open to ARl

+

+

The attention of our readers 15 called to the
following list of Speecial Premiums which will
be given to our agents, in addition to the regular
premiums and commissions allowed them.

To the agent sending us the largest list os
yearly subseribers previous to May 1st 1576 we
will give

A COTTAGE GRBAN, <o+ $300.
A 60LD WATCH, wors $150.

For the Third,

either f SEWING MACHINE, worth §§0,
or APPLETON'S AMERICAN CYCLOPEDIA, worth $80,

For the Fourth,

cither AN BLEGANT SILVER TEA SET, worth
or R SILVER WATCH, worz/ $50.

For the Fifth, Prang's Beautiful Chromo,
REMINISCENCES OF AN OLD MAN, worth $25.

The above selection of Preminms is designed
to be equally desirable by ladies and gentleman
for which reason a cholce of two articles is given
in the third and fourth offers.

ANOTHER LIST
DESIGHED FOR COUNTY AGENTS.

The campaign of 1875 is to be conduoted
mainly by COUNTY AGENTS of whom we have
already appointed a large number. We hope to
have one in each county in the United States be-
fore Junuary, 1876. These agents receive a ecir-
cular contalning terms, etc., and giving the
quota of subscribers to be raised in each county ,
based upon its population, location, and other
circumstances and the person who shall send us
the largest list of yearly sabscribors from any
County in proportion to the quota assigned to it,
betore May 1st 1875 will receive

A SEWING MAGHINE, worsZ §76.
For the Becond largest list we will give
AN ELEGANT SILVER TEA SET, worth S0
For the Third
A SILVER WATCH, wors/ §35.
For the Fourth, Rogers’ Group of Statuary
THE FRIRY'S WHISPER, worth §25,
For the Fifth

A CHILD'S CARRIAGE, »or# $20.
For the Sixth
A CRAYON PORTRAIT, worth $15,

(Life size and copled from any plcture.)

For the Beventh,
A BECKWITH SEWING MACHIRE, worth $12.
For the Elghth, Prang’s Brilliant Chromo,

SUNSET IN CALIFORNIA, worth §10,
For the Ninth

Family Scales, (24 1bs.) worth £3.
For the Tenth

A Gold Pen, worth §3.

Remember these premiums are to be glven to
the agents precuring the largest number of sub-
scribers ir proportion to their quotas—so that
all have an equal chance, and the most valuable
premium may be earned by the smallest list,

To Single Subscribers.

We have on our subscription books the names
of several thousands of SINGLE SUBSCRIBERS.
A single subseriber is not necessarily an un-
married one but merely one whose copy of THE
HOUSEHOLD is the only one taken at his or her
postofiice. Those who recelve this paper in
wrappers (except in a few of the large cities
where all are wrapped) will understand that
they are single subscribers and therefore inter-
ested in this paragraph. Now it Is just as easy
for us to send fifty or a hundred ecopies to an
office as one and we much rather do I, so we
call upon those friends to send us lsts of sub-
geribers from thelr postofilces and not compel us

DAy
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to wrap each paper stngly—yon have no idea of
the large amount of work it causes every month.
No matter if you don’t get but one name besides
your own. That will be two and that will make
a bundle. Read what we will do for yon: To
the single subsoriber who shall send us the
largest list of yearly subseribers from thelr own
postofiice we will give

A BECKWITH SEWING MACHINE, worth $12.00.
For the Second largest lst we will give
A Family Clothes Wringer, worth $7.50.
For the Third,

A PHOTOBRAPH ALBUM, worh §5,00,
For the Fourth, a copy of

GREAT INDUSTRIES OF THE U. 8, worth $3.0.

For the Fifth,

A GOLD PEN WITH SILVER GASE, worth $2.30.

Many of these single subserlibers will, we hope,
beeome County Agents and thas compete for the
other prizes also.

4ihly and to Conciude.

To the agent sending subseribers from TIE
GREATEST NUMBER OF POSTO¥FIOES we will
glve a copy of

WEBSTER'S UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY, worth $42.

For information regarding postage. ete., see
items in Qur Desk on last page.

EMPLOYMENT,

Pleasant and profitable. Catalogue with full par-
tieulars and sample free., E. M. DOUGLAS,
12-12 Brattieboro, Vt.

THE BEST OFFER EVER MADZ!

Read!
Reflect!!
Resolve!!!

We take great pleasure in announ=-
eing to our readers that we have made
an arrangement with the manafactur=
ers of the meost popular organ in the
country by which we are able to offer

AN ESTEY COTTAGE ORGAN

for its valne in subscripiions to The
Household. In other words for $200
(and $20 to prepay postage), we will
gend Two Hundred copies of The
¥ousehold for oné¢ year, and an Hstey
Cottage Organ worth 8200, or one of
any other style or price on the same
terms.

Bundreds of families can now be sup=
plied with these beautiful and valuble
Instruments without any money and
with but little tronble.

Societles of every kind are particn=
larly invited to ecomsider this proposi=-
tion. A few day’s work by two or
three interested members, would far=
nish church, vestry, hall or lodge=
room, with a nice organ when it would
be difficult and often impossible to pro=
cnre one by direct subscription.

Catalognes econtaining styles and
prices furnished on application.

IRemembef (hat one yearly subserip=-
tion to The Honsehold counts as One
Dollar toward a Cottage Grgan of any
Style or price desired.

We have also a similar arrangement
with the manufacturers of one of the
best Sewing Machines in use so that
any one may have

A Weed Sewing Machine

for its value in subseriptions to The
Household. That 18, for $00 (and $6
to prepay postage), we will send Sixty
copies of The Household for one year
and a Weed Sewing Machine worth
860, or one of any other style or value
on the same terms.

Ladies here is a chance for you. The
Weed is a well=-known and first-elass
machine, and this offer places one
within the reach of mnearly every
Person.

sSubscriptions may commence at any
time and be sent from any number of
Post=offices—the more the better.

GEO. E. CROWELL,
Pub. of Household.

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla
Purifies the Blood, cures Scrofula and dis-
cases ol the Bkin.

1868[3 1875.
THE HOUSEHOLD
For 1875.

Friends, one and all, thanking you for your
presence and patronage u the past, we herewith
present you with onr

PROGRARIME FOR VOL. 8TH.

A New Volume!
New Type!!
New Contributors!i!

New Subseribers!!!!

A Better Paper for Less Money!

We take much pleasure in announcing to our
readers that in additien te retaining all of our
present exeellent eorps of eontributors for the
coming year, we have secured the services of
several new writers of rare abllity, the whole
forming a list unequalled by any similar mag-
azine in the country, and insuring to the readers
of THE HOUSEHOLD for 1875 a velume of unasnal
attractiveness and valne, Among our new con-
tributors will be found ROSELLA BICE, who under
the nom de plume of Pipsissiway Potts, wrote the
well known and universally admired series of ar-
ticles entitled ** The Deacon’s Honsehold,” and
ETHEL C. GALE, formerly a prominent contrib-
utor to Hearth and Home. Our readers will
be pleased to know that these ladlies will contrib-
ute regularly to our columns. Mgrs. Dorr will
continue her admirable serles * To Whom it May
Uoncern,” in which a¥f are concerned—in short
our bill of fare s to be of the most nnexception-
able quality as will be seen from the following

LIST OF GONTRIBUTORS FOR 1875,
Mrs. JULIA C. R. DORR,

Mrs, JULIA A. CARNEY,
ROSELLA RICE,

ETHEL C. GALE,

ANNA BOLYOKE,

Dr.J, H . HANAFORD,

Prof. HIRAM ORCUTT, (Experience,)
Eev. BERNICOE D. AMES,

Mrs, SARAH E, AMES,
HELEN THORNTON.

C.DORA NICKERSON,(Kilty Candid,
MARY CUITS,

Mrs. ELTSA E. ANTHONY,
HLLEN LYMAN, (U.U.)

LIZZIE E. PINOOTT,

ALICE W. QUIMEY,

OLIVE OLDSTYLE,

¥E. D. KENDALL, (E.D. K.)
AUNT LEISURELY,

GYPSEY TRAINE,

SARAH J. B. COLE,
OHRISTABEL,

BARBARA BRANDT,

A MARTYR OF THE PERIOD,
EDITH ELLIOT,

and others who will contribute more or less
frequently to our columns,

‘We shall proeure, wholly or in part, a new
drese for THE HOUSEHOLD, which we hope to
have ready for the new volume, and make other
improvements in it appearance from time to
time as may be desirable and praecticable,

At the same time, notwithstanding the extra
expense we have incurred and the increased
value of the paper in consequence, the price will
remain the same, though many publishers are
adding from 26 to 50 cents fo their publications
without making any improvements, on account
of the new law requiring prepayment of postage
after January 1, 1875. In fact TuHE HOUSEHOLD
will AOTUALLY COST A LITTLE LESS than here-
tefore as we shall send it for the coming year
prepald for

One Doliar and Ten Cis.

making It by far THE CHEAPEST PUBLICATION IN
AMERICA.

My annual catalogue of Vegetable and Flower
Beed for 1875, will be ready by Jan. 1st for all wio

apply. Customers of last season néed not write
for it. In it will be found several valuable vari-
eties of new vegetables introduced for the first
time this season, having made new vegetables a
specialty for many years. Growing a hundred
tmdiﬁﬂ varieties on my several farms, 1 wounld
articularly invite the patronage of market gar-
eners and all others who are especially desirous
to have their seed pure and fresh, and of the very
best strain. All seed sent out from my establish-
ment are covered by three warrants as given in
my eatalegue, T=3smph
JAMES J. H. GREGORY, Marblehead, Mass.

Illus’cra.’c.‘e)dtI ga.talogues
rorR JQ7hH or ‘

EVERYTHING

FOR THE

GARDEN!

Seeds! Plants!

Implements, Fertilizers, etc.
Numbering 175 pagesand containing five
beautiful colored plates, mailed on receipt}
of 50 cents.

fl Catalogue, without plates, free to all,

e i, |

36 Cortlandt St.,
NEW YORK.

$5 (=] $2 per day at home, Terms Free. Ad-
= dress RO, STINEOR & (0., Port-
land, Maine, 2

Aver’s Cherry Pectoral
Oures Colde, Coughs, Bronohitis and Con-
sumption.

MORE THAM 200,000
‘FAMILY FAVORITES’

bear constant witness to its superiority over any
Sewing Machine ever manufactured. These ma-
chines are manufactured by the Weed Sewling
Machine Qo., of Hartford, Conn., and sold by
agents or canvassers In almost every section of
the U.R.

TRY THEM.

Hall’s Hair Renewer
Turns gray Hair dark. Removes daadrufl,
heals humors of the scalp and makes
the Hair grow thick and glossy.

. Ul
Richardson's Few RMethod.
FOR THE PIANOFORTE.

It stands the test! Sells 25000 year-
ly, and 18 gaining friends everywhere.
No piano instruction book ever issued
approaches it for real merit and worth,
and no teachers regret using it in their
course of instruction. This work i3 a
nower in the musical advance of the day,
and has been a most important agent in
the recent tremendous increase of tech-
nical knowledge of the Pianoforie.

The success of RICHARDSON'S NEW
MeTHOD 18 world-wide, and prompts
many competitors, but its sale surpasses
that of all others COMBINED, and it
stands to-day incontestably superior to
all other Piano Methods.

Used by thousands of Music Teachers
and sold by all Book and Ma-
sic Dealers in this Coun-
try and Canada.

PRICE 83.75-
All books sent. post-pald, for retall price.

OLIVER DITSON & 0., CHAS. H. DITSON & €0,

Boston. 2tf 71 Br'dway,New York.

MANHOOD, WOMANHOOD AND
NERVOUS DISEASES.

A Book for Every Man,

UST published by the Peabody Medieal Insti-

tute; a new edition ot the celebrated medical
work enmtitled BELF-PRESERVATION. It
treats upon MANHoOD, how lost, how regained
and how perpetuated, eause and cure of EX-
HAURTED VITALITY, IMPOTENCY, Premature
Decline in Man, Nervous and Physieal Debility,
Hypochondria, Gloomy Forebodings, Mental
Depression, Loss ot Energy, Haggard Counte-
nance, Confasion of Mind and Less of Memory,
Impure State of the Blood, and all disenses aris-
ing from indiseretions or exoesses.

It is, Indeed, a book for every man, young and
middle-aged men in particnlar. 300 pages,
bound in beautiful Fremch cloth, illustrated,
price only $1.

A Beok for Every Woman.
Entitled, SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY OF WO-
MAN, AND HER DISREASES; er, Woman ireal-
ed of Physiologically and Pathelogicrally, in health
and disease, from Jnfanoy te Old Age. 850
pages, bound in beautiful French cleth, With
the very best prescriptions for prevailing
diseases. Price $2.00.

A Book for Everybody.

The Peabody Institute has alse fust published
a new bhook treating exclusively of NERVOUS
AND MENTAL DISEABES, more than two hun-
dred royal ectavo pages, twenty elegant engrav-
ings, bound in substantial muslin, price $3.

Either of the above books are seat by mall to
any part of the world, elosely sealed, postage
paid, on receipt of price. Or all three books sent
to one address at the seme time on recelipt of
only $4. Here ie offered over eight hundred and
fifty pages of the ablest and best printed and
bound popular medical seience and literature, on
subjects of vital importance to all, for only $4—
barely enongh to pay for malling. It should be
borne in mind that these great Medioal Works
are published by the Peabody Medical In-
stitute. an honored institution, established with
large funds for the sole purpose of doing good.

These are, beyond all comparison, the most
extraordinary works on Physiology ever pub-
lished. There isnothing whatever that the Mar=
ried or Single of either sex can either re-
quire or wish to know, but what is fully explained,
and many matters of the most important and in-
teresting eharacter are introdmnoed, to which no
allusion ever ean he fonnd in any other works In
our language. All the New Bfsecoreries of the
author, whose experience is such as probably
never before fell to the Jot of any man, are given
in full. No person should be withont these val-
nable books. The press thronghout the country,
the elergy and the medical faculty generally
bighly extol these extrasrdinary and useful
works, The most fastidions may read them.

Address the PEABODY MEDICAL INSTITUTE,
No. 4 Bulfinch St. (opposite Revere Honse),
Boston, Mass,, N, B. The author and consulting
physicians can be consulted on all of the above
named diseases, and all diseases requiring SEILL
AND EXPHRIENOE. 1-12

I will senid 12 Flowering Plants for One Daollar
Schoine from 100 rmma)é by MAIL OR EXPRESS,

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE,
describing allthe Plants & Seeds.

SEE Mailed for 10 ets. each. Address

W.E. Eow’ﬁhi:u, 645 Warren st., Boston, Mass.

WANTRD.:

$i10
To sell the [lome Shuttle Sewing Machine

er Day.
where we are not represented. Reader!! you can make

money selling the L Home Shuttle ”
whetheryouare EXPERIENCE D inthe bus
iness or not. If you wish to buy a SEWING MACHINE
for far.uly use our circnlars will show yon how to save
~oney.  Address Johnson, Clark & Co,, Bos-
ton, Mass,, Pittsburgh, Pa., Chicago, 11, or
8t. Louis, Mo.

Atte

T S s Surorellef
KIDDER'S PASTILLES. et Nioes

lestown, Mass.

2-8&10-3d
Ayer’s Hair Vigor

Restores gray Hair to ite original color
thickens thin Halr, and stops its failling.
It is an elegant Dressing.
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THE HOUSEHOLD

TII.I]EN LADIES’ SEMINARY.

I)ELIGH FUL location; a large Board of
Instronotfon; an extensive and thorough
eo'une of Bolid, Classieal and Ornamental Stud-
a safe and pleasant home with the teachers
am{ family of the Prineipal ; is patronized by one-
half of the Btates of the Unlon: expenses less
than at any other school or the same grade.
Pupils admitted at any time, and char, onl
from the tlme of entering. The Prine pal will,
on nm)licauon (without eharge), recommend well
qu‘tl d Teashers for the fam y or school.
pply to
HIRAM ORCUTT, A. M.,

West Lebanon, N. H.

FOR
F R U IT, ORNA‘VIF’WI‘,

ITREES!
PLEm‘IT,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.
Pears, Apples, Cherries, Peaches,
PLUMS, QUINCES.

Small Frults.—Grapes, Ourrants, Raspber-
ries, Blackberries, Strawberries, Guongerrloq

Ornamental.—Weeping and 8tandard Trees.

Evergreens. — Common and New and
Rare.

Shrabs.—Variegated-leaved and Flowering.

Roses. — Moss, Tea, Climbing, and
Perpetual.

Clematis Jackmamie, {5 perpetual,
hardy, lives easy, grows fast, and flowers the
first year,

12 sorts Perpetual White Clematis,
and fifty new varleties of many shades of eolor.
Strong plants safely sent by mall.

Good Plants sent by malil, post-paild, as fol-

lowsa:
13 Cholece Roses for....82

6 Choloe Roses for....SIJ‘
6 Variegated-leaved and Flowering Shrubs for $1

18 Variegated-leaved and Flowering Shrubs for §2

500 Aeres | T. C. MAXWELL & BRO'S,
of Nursery. \ Catalogues Free, Gemeva, N.Y.

-5f

WATCHMAN AND REFLECTOR

For 1875.

The oldest and best Baptist
in the country.

First issued in 1819, the Watohman
and Reflector enters on its 56th volume
with the opening of the new year. An
eight page journal of the largest size,
being in its typography, in the paper
on which it is printed, in its proof
sheet; more than this, being in its in-
tellectual and moral character, its
comprehensive and general MAKR-UP,
a religious family newspaper of the
very first class.

paper

As in former years, itz editorial
corps is amply organized, intended to
embrace such varlety of talent and
experience as shall realize a high ideal
of completeness. Our arrangements
are such as to ensure more in this de-
partment for the coming year than in
the past.

For the Watchman and Reflector’s
GENERAL CONTRIBUTORS, it8 FOREIGN
and HOME correspondence, we never
before could claim so. large a number
of experts, embracing so wide scope
and variety, and such elements of
general readabieness and excellence.

The aim of the Wuatchman is to be
a healthful educator in the families
which it enters, informing the mind
and improving the heart.

NOW 1;8?;; time to subscribe for
AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE.

Tdberal Induacements offered to those
who will work for us.

SAMPLE COPIES SENT FREE.

TERMS:
£3.00 per Year.

JOHN W. OLMSTEAD & CO.,
15 State St.. BOSTON.

The TOLL-GATE

gem! 5O objects to
A.l!lihY Buffalo, N

‘Take Ayer’s Pills
For all purposes of a Purgative.
effectual.

DI’AFNESQ AND CATARRH.—
¥, who had suffered for years from l)fm-
ness and Catarrh, was ocured by a slmple Indian
Remedy. Her s}-mpnhy and itude prompt
her to send the recipe free of charge to any one
similarly affticted. Adliress, Mgis. M. CLARA

Prize Picture sent
ifree! An ingenions
nd Ad(lresa with Qtﬁ!(np. E.

Bafe and

NOW READY
CHRISTMAS

Anthems and Songs.|

FOR CHOIRS:
BIGLOW & MAIN'S

ANTHEM SERIAL

No. 2, |
containing New and Beautiful Anthems by [

Messrs. 8. P. WARREN, J. MOSENTHAL, J. B
COrRNBELL, HENRY WILSON, and CARYL FLORIO. |

FIVE NEW ANTHEMS FOR 25 CTS.
Sent by Mail on receipt of 25 Cents.

FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS
BIGLOW & MAIN'S
CHRISTMAS ANNUAL

No. 5.
Five New Songs Written Expressly for
Christmas Festivals.

The “ CHRISTMAS ANNUAL?™" has proved a
‘lzruul success: each snoceeding number {a exug't'r}f
ooked for, and the sale has largely Increased.
Over 50,000 of No, 3 and 4 were sold last year,
and we belleve No. é to be even better than they.

Price, b Cts; $4 per 100 copies.
Sent by Mail on receipt of 5 Cents.

BIGLOW & MAIN,
76 East 9th Street, New York.
91 Washington Mreet Chicago.

1-Badv

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY.

THE LEADING LITERARY MAGAZINE OF AMERICA,
ESTABLISHED, 1857, |
The corps of regular contributors Includes the |
names of Longfellow., Bryant, Lowell,
Yhittier, Dr. ilolmes, Bayard 'l‘aylor.
Howells, Aldrich, Parkman, Warner,
B.D. Owen, Miss Phelps, Mrs. Thax=-
ter, Miss Preston. Able editorlal depart-
'll;jl.'ltﬂ of Recent Literature, Art, Muslie, nof-
tlon.
Terms, £4.00 a year, postage free.
Bpecial elub rates, ete., furnished by the Pub-

lishers.
H. 0. HOUGHTON & €O., BOSTON.

= |

STEINWAY PIANOS.
The Best is the Cheapest.

The Steinway Planos, for FULLNESS, OLEAR~ |
SNBSS and PURITY of TONE and THOROUGHNESS
OF WORKMANSHIP, are unequalled. The major=
ity of the leading artists throughout the world
prefer them for thelr own use and concede to
them the highest degree of exoellence,

EDWARD CLARK, Agent, Brattleboro, Tt.

Also, Agent for the Behning & Klix Planos,
and the Estey Cottage Organs. b

FOWLE’S

PILE AND HUMOR (URE. :‘
THE ONLY MEDICINE (kat is warranted a |
perfaot eure for all the worst forms of PILES, LEP-
ROSY, SCROFULA, RING-WORM, SALT RHEUM, |
OANOER, CATARRH, NEURALGIA, RHEUMATISM,
ASTHMA, DYSPEPSIA, K]l).\'l—!\‘:-\. and all diseases
of the SKIN and BLOOD. Entirely Vegelabie. Sent

by express, and money returned in all cases of
failure. H.D. FOWLIE, Ohemist, Tl Price street,
Boston. Sold everywhere. $1. ()U a bottle. Bend
tor Uirounlars. 11-4d

IF
7 o TR TR T
I WAN'T

YOU WA
to purchase an elogant and dnrable GOLD |
WATCH, and make a handsome saving in
money. buy the LADD PATENT WATCH CABE
for {'nur movement. They are made in Man-
sard, Flat and Dome shapes, to. which we
have this Fall added our new and ht‘nukzl‘ul‘
BASCENE —in Gents, Ladies and Boys’
gizes, Key and Stem Winders.

For eale by dealers generally in all parts of |
the Country.

N.B. Allgenuine first
Cages are stamped “ G W
and date of the patent under the bezel.

Send for full descriptive circulars to the
manufactarers, J. A. Brown & Co., Maiden
Lane, New York. 22w

(Elﬂllty TLadd Patent ‘

MRS. D.
BRATED DIAGRAM FOR DRESS |
ICUTTING, with Illusirated Book of

nstruetions, Also, BTAR
FLOUNOE, FOLD, POINT AND 8O0L+

OP (_'U'nnn $1.00, Sent by mail
'on recelpt of price. Agents wanted.

lgox ©3. Sendsiamp for circular, East Bom-

LEGGRTT, Jersey City, N.J. 14

? ingide the Cover, f

erville, Mass, 1¥eomd

ESTA Bl.!":'uHE.D 1848

F. Esteyd:: Co.

Hanafacturers of the

ESTEY COTTAGE ORGANS,

BRATTL. I‘I?C)ﬁ'(?‘ Y7,

These Instruments conmln the beautiful Vox
Humana Tremono and Vox JusiLaxTe,
Improvements peculiar to and origi-
nal with the Estey Orcans,

RATES on 180 Papers. Send for
List inclnding AGENTS’ RATES on

¥ Suxp ror ILLusTrRATED CATALOGUE. g6l
by mail st-paid—400 in List—
BINGIHH l A;z'ency, Bparta, Wis.

Brery Instrument fully Warranted.
dhoks
POLAND

Mineral Spring Water
CURES ALL
Kidney Complaints, Gravel,
Piles, Dropsy, and all Af-
fections of the Liver,

I'F References of the highest responsibility
abundant. Send for (‘h-c-ntar

LIST OF PRICES.
Barrels, . . Al i i ]
Half Barrels, . . . . 44560
By the Gallon, . . . . .50

JACOB GRAVES & CC., AGENTS,

26 No. Ma.l'kete t‘Stx-eet, Eoston.

JACKSON'S CATARRH SRUFF
AND TROCHE POWDER,

A DELIGHTFUL AND PLEASANT REMEDY
IN
Catarvh, Headache, Bad Breath, Hoarseness,
Asthma, Bronohitis, Coughs,
Deafness, de.,
And all Disorders resunlting from COLDS In
¥end, Throat, and Vocal Grgans.

This Remedy does not ** DRY UP" a Catarrh,

| but LOOSENS it; frees the head of all offensive

matter, qnlckl\ rnmovlnﬁ Bad Breath and Head-
ache; ALLAYS and SODTHFS the RURNING
REAT n (mnrrh s 0 MILD and AGREEA-
BLE In ds effects that 1t positively

CURMS WITHOUT SNEEZING!

As a TROCHE POWDER, is pleasant to the
taste and never nauseates; when swallowed, in-
stantly gives to the Throat and Vecal Organs a

Delicions Sensation of Coolness and Comyfort.

I8 the best Voice Tondc In the World!

TRY IT! SAFE, RELIADLE, AND ONLY 25 CENTS.
Sold by Drugglsts, or malled free. Address

GOOPER, WILSOH & CO., PROP'RS,

PHILADELPHIA,

WHOLESALE AGF\TF. Geo. C. Goodwin & Co,,
Rust Bros. & Bird, M. 8. Burr & Co., Weeks &
Potter, Boston. llenry&ﬂu Waterbury, Vt.

At Retall by Drugglsts, everywhere. 10-6

CEHTRAL VERMONT RAILROAD.

WINTER ARRANGEMENT.

TRAINS GOING BOUTH.

Leave Brattleboro at 4:20 and 8:42 a.m.; at 2:00
and 3380 p, m.

MA1L TRAIN,—Leave 8t. Albans at 6:20 a. m.,
Brattlebore at 8:40 p. m,—connecting at New
London with steamer for New York.

NiGAET EXPRESS.—Leave Sgdenshurg at 12:10
p. m., Montreal at 8: -H)g m., Albans at 7:00 p.
m.., Brattleboro at 0 a. m., for Springficld,
New York, &e.

MAIL TRAIN.~Leave White River Junction at
4:20 a. m., Bmm(«hom at 8:42 a. m., arriving at
New London at 5:15 p. m

MIxED TRAIN.—Leave White River Junction at
5:40 p. m.,, arriving at Brattieboro at 10:156 p. m.

ExXrrES8 TRAIN.—Leave Brattleboro at 2:00 p.
m., reaciiing Miller's Falls at 2:50 p. m

GOING NORTH.

Leave Brattleboro at 7:15 a. m., 10:80 a. m. 4:50
P. M., 10230 p. m.
Mair TrAIN.—Leave New London at 5:00 a, m.,,

Brattlesoro at 10:30 a. m., for White River June-
tion, Rutland, Burl]ngh)n, Bt. Albans, Montreal,
and Oadansbmg

Mixup TrAIN.~Leave Brattlehoro at 7:15 a.
m., for Bellows Falls and White River Junetion.

ExrirESS TRAIN.—Leave Miller's Falls at 11:20
#. m., arriving at Brattieboro at 12 120 p. m,

AGCOMMODATION TRAIN.—Leave New London
at.8:10 a. m., Brattleboro at 4:56 p. m., for White

A. INWOOD'S CELE- | River Junction,

NIGHT EXPrEss.—Leave Bratileboro at 10:20

. ., for White River Junotion, Rutland, Bur-
in tcvn. St. Albans, Montreal and O, Punburg

Hman's Drawing Room and Sleeping Oars

are run on nigiu. trains between SBpringfield ane

Mont
S5 J. W. HOBART, Gen'l Bnp‘t.
Bt, Albans, Vi., Dec. 13, Wik

Household Preminms.

We offer the following list of PREMIUM AR-
TACLES to those who are disposed to aid in
extending the circulation of THE BOUSE-
HOLD. With the number and name of each
article, we have given ite cach price and the
number of subseribers, for one year each,
required to obtain it free:

No. of
No. PREMIUM. Pulte. Subs.
4—0me box Initial Stationary, §050 2
2—Indelible Pencil, (Clark’s, o0 $
J—Embroidery Scigsors, oo 2
4—Name, Plate, brush mk, ete., €0 2
t6—Ladies’ 1vory handle Penknite, 75 B
G—Autograph Album, 1w b
—Package Garden Secds. 100 B
s—Package Flower Seeds, 100 8
H—Halt Chremo, Auniumn Leaves,

Winter Wren or May Flowers, 1 00 3
10—Butler Kuite, (silver plated,) 100 8
4 1—Tuarkey Morocco Pocket Book, 1 060 3
12—Bet Jet Jeweiry, 150 4
A3—One vol. Household, 100 4
14—8ix Teaspoons, (silver plated) 1 706 b
15—Pair Tablespoous, (silver

plated) 2 00 ]
16—8ix Beoteh PV'd Napkin Rings, 2 00 o
17—Rosewood Writing Desk, 2 256 5
18—Rosewood Work Box, 2 0 ]
19—Gold Pen with Silver Cage, 200 6
20—FPhotograph Album, 300 i
#1—Any twe vols. Household, 200 i
#2—8ix Tea Knives, (ebony

handles,) 2 60 7
28-"TPie Knile, (silver plated,) 500 8
rd—soup Ladle, (silver plated,) 850 9

256—1 doz. '1euul QO0uLE, (BUVer

plated,) &0 8
26—Family scales, (12 1bs.,

shaler,) 400 8
£27—8ix Tablespoons, (silver

plated,) 4 00 9
28—8ix Dining Forks, (silver

plated,) 4 00 9
29—Fauily sonles, (24 1bs.,

shaler 500 10
30—1 doz. 'ha Enives, (ebony

handle;) 500 10
81—Bheet Musio, (Agts. selection) 5 00 10
&2—Alarm Clock, 12
38—1f. Chromo, Morn’ g or Even’, gh UO 12
34—Gold Pen and Pencil, 12
#65—Carving Knie and Fork, h 00 12
86—8poon Holder, (silver plated,) 6 ;)0 14
& 7—Aoccordeon, 6 5! 14
88—Croquet Set, 6 ﬁu 14

J9—Family scales, (501bs., Shaler) 7 1 uu 14
40—Clothes Wringer, 15
41—Webster’s N’tuonal Dictionary, t;ou 15
42—Byrup Cup and Piate, (silver

plated,) 8 18
43—8ix Tea Knives, (silver plated)s u0 18
44—Yrwut Dish, (silver plated.) i 0o 16
45—Go0ld Pen and Holder, 7560 17
46~—1 doz. Tablespoons, (silver

plated,) 18
471 doz Dlmng Forks, (silver

plated,) 18

48— P]I()U)siﬂ])h Album,

(Bowles & Co.,) 10 00 18
49—Rtereoscope and 5@ views, 1000 20
S0—Elegant Family Bible, 10 00 20
&H1—Violin, 10 00 20
& 2—Eight Day Clock, with alarm, 10 00 9
53—0hild’s Carriage, 10 00 25
&S4—Cash, 6 26 25
&5—C0astor, (gilver plated,) 10 0o 25
S6—Fiutina, (Bu=son’s,) 12 00 24
&57—Cuke Basket, (silver lﬂated.) 10 00 25
58—Chromo, Sunlight in Winter. 10 00 26
55—1 doz. Tea Knives, (silver

plated,) 14 50 80
60—Photograph Album, 1860 0
6 1—Webster’s Unabridged

Dictionary, 12 00 30
62—COrayon Portrait, from any

pietare, 15 00 85
63—Guitar, 20 00 40
t4—8Bilver Watch, (Waltham,) 20 00 45
65—Ice Pltcher, (silver plated,) 20 00 ]
66—T ool Chest, (Parr’s,) 25 0o 5
6 7—8llver Watch, (Waltham,) 35 00 80
68—7ero Retrigeraior, 30 00 &0
69—Harper’s Piotorial Bible, 36 00 &0
70—Cash, 3600 100
7 1—Lawn Mower, (Allen & Co0.’3,)45 (0 Mo
72—Tea Bet, (n].].\'(ﬂ plated,)

elegant. 50 00 120
78—Sewi Machine. (Weed,) 6000 60
74—Lamb Knitting Muchine, 66 60 125
75—Ladics’ Gold Watch,

(Waltham,) 8000 17
76—Amcrican C \'f-tnp(‘lim.

(Appleton’s) 8000 200
77—8ewing Machine, (Weed,) 100 60 160
78—Irving’s Works, (sunnyside

Editlon, 28 volumes,) 1056 00 250
Y9—-Dicken’s Works, (Riverside

Edition, 27 volumes,) 108 00 260
80—Gent’s Gold Watoh,

(Waltham,) 12500 275
8 1—Cottage Organ, (Estey,) 150 00 150
82—Cooper’s Works, (Library

Edition, 82 volumes,) 144 00 850
83—CQ0ash, 400 00 1000
84—>iano, 7 Oct., (Bening and

Klix,) 600 00 1000
85—Piano, splendid 7 Oot.,

(Bening & Klix,) 700 00 1500

Each article in the above list is new and of the
best manuafacture.

A ful) description of the Premlums are given in
acircular which will be sent to any address on ap-
plication. Specimen copiesor THE HOUSEHOLD
are sent free to those \nelung Lo procure sub-
soribers.

New subsoribers and renewals are counted
alike for premiumes.

1t s not necessary for an agent working for any
premium to get all the subseriptions at one place
or to send them all in al one time. They may be
obtained in different towns or states and sent as
convenient, Ieep alist of the names and ad-

d dresaas and when a premium is wauted, send a

opy ¢f this list and name the preminm suleuted
Ail urtlclu sent by mail are prepaid. Those sent
by express are at lhe expeuse of the receiver,

L
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PTHE HOUSEHOLD.

THE HOUSEHOLD.

DON’T FORGET that we want a
SPECOIAL AGENT in every county in
the United States., Many are applying
for these special agencles and all are
pleased with the terms we offey. Ir
yon can attend to the business in yonur
county it WILL PAY YOU WELL to
do so.

A BLUE CROSS betore this paragraph signifies
that the subscription has cxpired. We should be
pleased to have it renewed. Do pot wait for an
agent to visit you, but enclose $1.10 In a letter,
giving name and post office address plainly writ-
ten—including the State—and direct the same to
Geo. E. Crowell, Brattleboro, Vt. Don't send
Personal Checks, wo cannot use thein.

——

WE CAXNOT CHANGE THE DIRECTION OF A
PAPER unless Informed ot the office at which 1t is
now recelved, as weil as the one to which it is to
be sent. .

SR SRS L

8ER OUR OFFER of Organs and Sewing Ma-
chines for thelr value in subseriptions to THE
HoOUSEHOLD. We hope to send at least one of
each into every county in the Unlted States and
Provinces in the next twelve months.

—

THE HOUSEHOLD 15 always discontinned at the
expiration of the time for whieh the subscription
was pald. Persons designing to renew their sub-
seriptions will please remember this, and by tak-
ing a little pains to send in good season pave us a
large amount of labor.

——— e ———

OUR PREMIUM ARTICLES in all cases are se-
earely packed and delivered in good coadition at
the express office or post office, and we are not
responsible for any logs or injury which may oc-
cur on the way. We take all necessary care in
preparing them for their journey, but do not
warrant them after they have left our hands.

Lo

ABOUT TWO MONTHS only remain before the
award of our Special Premiums. While many
are competing for these premiums, the hard thmes
and unfavorable weather combined have serlous-
Iy impeded their progress and the probability is
dally inereasing that some large preminms will
be awarded to guite small lists. There 1s ample
time remalning for a good agent to enter the field
and secure the first premiom.

o

PERSONS who neglect to inform uns of any
change required in the direction of thelr papers
nuntil several copies have been lost must not ex-
pect that we will send others to replace them.
We mall the papers In every casc to the address
as given us, and make all changes in the direction
of them that may be required of ns, but cannot
make good any losses which may oceur through
any neglect on the part of the subscriber.

—_—te

THOSE OF OUR READERS whose subscriptions
do not expire with this number and who have
not already sent us the postage for the remain-
der of thelr time will please do so at once that
we may give them proper ecredit as we place
their names upon our books for the new year.
Bend ten cents for the full year and in that
proportion for shorter times. This is a matter
of but few cents to each one, bnt it amounts to
hundreds of dollars to us. The new postage
law, like many others, will doubfless canse some
confusion at first, but after it gots into working
order it will, very likely, be found an.improve-
ment apon the old one.

PR ST SIS I,

AGENTS WANTED.—We want an agent in every
town to solicit subscriptions to THE HOUSEHOLD.
A good sized list can be obtained in almost any
neighborhood, and & valuable premium secured
with very little effort. 'We have sent many beau-
tiful chromos, albums, ete., to persons who pro-
cured the requisite number of subscibers inan
hour's time. It is not necessary, however, for an
agent working for any premium to get all the sub-
soriptions at one place or to send them all in at
one tlme., They may be obtained in different
towns or states and sent as eomienient. A ecash
premium will be given it preferrad. See Premi-
um List in another column.

——

AGENTS DESIRING A CAsH PrREMIUM will
please retain the same, sending us the balance of
the subscription money with the names of the
subseribers, and thus avoid the delay, expensc
and risk of remailing it. The amount of the pre-
mium to be deducted depends upon the number
of subseribers obtained, but can be readily ascer-

tained by & reference to Nos. 60, 77, 86 and 111 of
-\the Premium List on the opposite page. It will

be seen that from 25 to 40 cents is allowed for each
new yearly subsecriber, according to the size of
the club. In case the club cannot be completed
at once the names and money may be sent as con-
venient, and the premium dedncted from the last
list. Always send money in drafts or post office
orders, when convenient, otherwise by express.
—— - ————

No CHROMOS. We are happy to state that
we have thus far been able to keep up our sub-
seription list to a healthy standard without
going into the chromo -humbug business, We
cannot afford a good picture and THE HoUSE-
HOLD at the price asked for the latter alone, and
a poor pioture we will not offer, thongh we have
had them urged upon us many times at a few
cents per dozen and warranted * egunal to those
glven as premiums by some of the best publica-
tions in the country.” No, thank ye, we don't
want them. We wlill however send any of our
readers sueh pictures as they may wish, post paid
on recelpt of the retall price, from the *premium ™
two eent daub fo the genuine chromo worth from
$5.00 to $25.00, and send THE HOUSEHOLD for
1875, prepald, for $1.10 whether they order any
pleture or not.

———

AXY (NI MAY ACT AS AGENT in procuring
subscribers to THE HOUSEHOLD who desire to
do 8o, Do not wait for a personal Invitation or
especial authority from us, but gend for a sample
00pYy, If you have none, and get all the names and
dollars you can, and send them to us, stating
which preminm you have selected. If a premium
is not decided upon when the 1list 18 forwarded, or
if other names are to be added to the list before
making the selection, let us know at the time of
sending, that all accounts may be kept correctly
Keep a list of the names and addresses and when
a premium 1s wanted send a eopy of this list and
name the premium selected. It1smno use toorder
a premium until the requisite number of sub-
soriptions bhave been forwarded in accordance
with the instructions given in our Premium List.
All articles sent by mall are prepald. Those sent
by express are at the expense of the recelver, In
ordinary circumstanees a preminm should be re-
celved In two weeks from the time the order was
given.

e i

A TRIAL Trip. Inorder to glve every house-
keeper in the land an opportunity of becoming
acguainted with THE HOUSEHOLD we have de=-
cided to send 1t on¢rial THREE MONTH S—postage
paid—FOR TEN CENTS, to any one not already a
subseriber, This offer affords an excellent chance
for the working ladles of America to receive for
three months the only publication in the country
especlally devoted to their interests, at a price
which will barely pay us for postage and the
trouble of mailing. We trust our friends who
believe THE HOUSEHOLD 18 doing good, and
who are willing to aid in extending Its influence,
will see to it that everybody Is made acquainted
with this offer. This trial trip will be especially
an aid to our agents in affording each one an op-
portunity of putting THE HOUSEHOLD into every
family in his county at a trifilng cost, where it
will be read and examined at lelsure, which will
be the very best means of swelling their lists of
permanent subseribers. ‘We make this offer for
a few weeks only, so get on board while there is
room.

NEGLECTED COUGHS AND COLDS.— Few
are aware of the importance of checkingra
Cough or “Common Cold.” in its first stage;
that which in the beginning would yield to
“BROWNK’S BRONCHIAL TROCHES,” if neg-
lected, often works upon the Lungs.

We desire to call the attention of our read-
ers to the preparation know as crushed
wheat prepared by Messrs F. T. 8mith & Co.,
Brooklyn,N. Y. To those suflering with Dys-
pepsia, Costiveness, Indigestion and kindred
ailments, and those of sedentary babits, it
will prove invaluable. It can be used in
very many ways, such as for puddings,
soups, gruel, mofling, cakes, dessert, cold,
with milk, sngar or syrup, or fried in slices,
or in fact in almost every manner that rice,
oat-meal, corn-meal, barley, tapioca, sago, or
any similar article can be used, and in which
the skillful housekeeper will find a most de-
girable substitute for all. For a breakfast
dish it is unequalled, and should be on every
table. Directions for cooking will be found
on each package.

ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR MILES
OF 8TOVE POLISH. Morse Bros. of Ganton,
Mass., proprietors of * The Rising Sun Stove
Polish,” received orders for and shipped in
1874, three hundred and ninety-six (396) tons,
two million two hundred and eighty-one
thousand and twenty (2,281,020) packages, of
their product. This sale of one year, placing
one cake of “The Rising Sun Stove Polish»
four inches long in a line directly after, and
touching the other, would extend one hund-
red and forty-four (144) miles, and twenty

(20) feet, which gives an idea of the enormous
demand for and consumption of this justly
celebrated arricle.

cents. - See A Trial Trip, on this page.

Unﬂ":cm)tlnnn! advertisements will b(- inserted
at the rate of Gfty cents per agate line of space
each Insertion.

?0 FINE VISITING CARDS,

Printed, put up in nice case and sent by malil to
any address for 00 Cts. Sample sent for 3 cent
stamp. G. E, SELLECK, Brattleboro, Vt.

’\(1;\ NY are
leaving | agency withns,

ordinary pur- | S8end de¢. stamp
it  Durfee & Bushnell,

sujts for an|for specimen
and terms.
Address,

Br'ltllt.bern \ f

If you want the flnest
 SEEEDS or I'hl* healthi-
est P ILANTS, you
® should examine careful-
iy onr Ilustrated Cata-
logue, giving deserip-
tions and prices of um'
very large stock of eve-
L')’Thiugd(«sn’ahlﬂ1t|bnt1.
B scedsand plants. & All
warranted g3 represent-
xd. Sentfreetoall wish-
B ng to purchase. J i 18
DBRMITH & pON, munhuod, V. M,

Cur New 'I"Ilalmrue

with priees for Spring oy
“ARKET 75, i8 now at 1!hm|1~«pu~ ]
whu \\ ish for it, and

\41]. be se
AND

BY MAIL.

PﬂST F”Ei Dll APPLICATION.
It contains lists of the
cholcest varieties, care-
rully grown from best of
‘-wek speclally suited for

ne most select Market

FLO ‘ n 4 E R Garden and Hot-Bed use ;
Farms, Private Gardens
umi Greenbouses. Ad-

bBH‘EuEL EVERETT & €0,
o‘-zh‘

16 56, Market &t..
Boston, M

OUR NEW CATALGBUE FOR 1875.

150 pages, with Colored Plate,
containing the greatest variety of Garden and
Flower Seeds. Novelties, ete.,, and the best
strains of home grown seeds for Market Garden-
ers, Family Gardens, Amateurs, and Florisis,
will be sent free to all who apply,

HOVEY & CO., 58 . MARI’ET ST. DUSTON, MASS.

o-‘

FLOWER, spoon: R’S PRIZE FLOWER SEEDS.
'SPODHER'S BOSTON MARKET
SEEDS. VEGETABLE SEEDS,

VEBETLBLE i e T Sustracions,

|mailed free to applicant,
SEEDS. |w. B SPOONER, COSTOM, MASS.

S XN one cent stamp for 8eed Cireular to
SARAH H. M \HTI\‘ Maruvlehead, Mass.

NO THOKRNS TO SCRATCH!
HOOSAC THORNLESS BLACKBERRY.

Quality and Prodnctiveness unequalled. Hardy.
\L\e:- ‘has winter-killed. One plant by mail, 0
cts.: 6 plants, $2.263 l'phn 5, $4.00, Full history,
plate and testimonials, free fo all. Address
3-1r FR .\l{ l'i)RlJ Rave nni, U
].‘Iif‘m.lrﬂ to Granges and dea 7 P

Bl’I‘RI\ GTON’ ‘1
Vegetable Croup Syrup

Isare nwd\ for Whooping Ceugh, Common QOolds,
])!Ilﬂillldlh Fevers produced h} Colds, and never
fails to cure that dreadful scourge of infancy and
childhood, the Croup, when timely adminisfered.
Beware of imitations. For sale by the proprietor,
H. H. BUKRINGTON, Chemist and Pharmacist,
Providence, R. I. Also by druggists generally.

- «I

Beau‘xful nverbloomuxb

ROSES.
Strong Pot Plants,

Suitable for immediate Flowering.
Safely by Mail, post-paid.
Five Splendid 'arl!’fif‘i, purchaser’s
choice, $1; 12 do., $2.
For 10c. additional, we send

MAGNIFICENT PREMIUM ROSE.

Our elegant Spring Catalogue for 1875, deserib-
ing more than two hundred finest varieties of
Roses. and-containing full directions for cuiture,
with chapters on Winter Protectlon, Injurious
Insects, &¢..i8 now ready. and will be senf FRLE
to all who apply. Address,

The Dingee & Conard Co.,
3-adv ROSE GROWERS,
WEST GROVE, Chester County, Pa.

Sent

THREE MONTHS (postage paid) for ten |Bed

For Beauty of Pchsh Saving Labor,
‘Cleanliness, Durability and Cheap-
ness, Unequaled.

MORSE BROS., Pron s. Canton, Mass.

BROWNS | A COUGH,
BRONGHIAL Y. OB SORE  THRIAT

A PERMANENT

COLDS. |tHroOAT AFFECTION,

Or.an incurable lung disease is
the result.

REQUIRES
TRBBHEs IMMEDIATE
= T ATTENTION,
COUGHS [Srmsamaes
—ARD= “ IRRITATIOR OF THE LYNES

often

Brown's. Bronchial Troches,

having a direct influence on_the parts.'

give immediate relief. For Bronchitis,
Asthma, Catarrh, Consumptive and
Throat Diseases, TROCHES are used
with always good success.

THE REMARKABLE PROPERTIES OF

| Brown’s Rronchial Troches

have been thoroughly tested since first
introduced. The demand for them has
steadily increased; and purely npon
their own merit.

ASTHMA, or PHTHISIC.—A spasmodic affec-
tion of the brcachial tubes, which are covered
with a dry, tenacious phlegm. * Br rown’s Bron-
elval Troches® will, in some cases, give immedi-
ate relier. 17 of ]on,z sfanding, persevere with
them—they will alleviate in time.

CATARRH. — A torm of CHRONIC THROAT
DISEASE, consisting in inflammation, which be-
gins behind and a little above the palate, and ex-
tends up Into the nose. ** Brown s Bronehial Tro-
ches” have iu‘un-d very efficatious in this trouble-
some gomplaint,

SINGERSand PUBLIC SPEAKERS
will find Troches useful in elearing the
voice when taken before singing or
speaking, and relieving the throat after
an unusual exertion of the vocal organs.

OWING to the good reputation and
popularity of the Troches. many worth-
less and cheap imitations are offered.

OBTAIN ONLY ihe genuine

BROWH'S BRONCHIAL TROCHES,

which have proved their efficacy by a
est of many years, Sold Everywhere.

llomc Musmal lerar}

Collecticns of Instrumenta.l Music.

Musical Treasure. (Alsovocal.) 225pages.

Pianoat HFome. 4 Hand pieces. New! Useful.

Gems of Strauss. Most briliiant collection
extant,

Pianist’s A1bwmn.

Pianoforte (tems.
preces.

Home Circle. Vol.I.

Home Circle. ¥ol.11.
pleces.

Organ at JTome.
Organ.

Popular and easy music.
Popular, brilliant. eagy

Easy music.
Popular 2 and 4 hand

200 good pleces for Reed

Al

Collections o:i Vooal Mausic.

Operatic Pearls. Tht, chief songs of 50 operas.

Gems of German Song. Songs that will
never die.

Giems of Scottish Seng.
badlads.

.\_iht':wer of Pearls. Nearly all the good vocal
uets,

Gems of Sacred Song.
beautiful

Silver Chord. Wreath of Gems.
cellections of the best popular songs.
Price of each book in Boards, $2.50. Cloth,
$3.00.  Gilg, $4.00.
OLIVER DITSON & C0,  CHAS. H. DITSON & 09,
711 B'dway, New York.

Bostomn. st

Bweetest of ull

Pure, devout and

Large
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