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Informant: Helmer Toyras

L'Anse, Michigan (Aura) .3 ETHNIC HERITAGE
UND ARCHIVE &
1. Collector's announcment. NORTHLAND COLLE§§OX§55A35N$|R

2. Helmer's folks from finland; farmed at Aura.
%, Hlmer learned violin in school at L'Anse.

4., Mentions other Finns in the are who played violinj tunes learned
from fiddler Fritz Hill, especially.

5., About dances in local Finnish Halles

6., Helmer born in 1926. Grew up with Finnish music. Played polka
music with accordion, violin, and guitar band--"The Highlighters"--
in the 1950's.

7. Played at local halls, tzverns, weddings. ?1enty of Yankovic
style musice i

8., Before the Highlighters, played in an accordion/fiddle duo.

9, After Highlighters played mostly for himself; attended the Folklife
Festival in 1976 where he played Finnish music.

10. Played plenty in the 70's around Bruce Crossing, Michigan with
the Haapola beothers: George (fiddle), Bed (4 string banjo),
and Albert (guitar). Played while running a tavern in Kenton,
Michigan too.
11. ILearned Finnish tunes from records and listening to otherse.
12, Helmer begins to play on the fiddle.
A Wedding Waltz learned from a finnish group during the Folklife
Festival.
13, Salon Kylan, learned also in D.C. at the festival.
14, Maillman Matti,
15, Kotilan fulaiset.
16, Unddentified Finnish tune.
17. Helmer sang a little with the Highlighters; often Dean Martin stuff.
18, Orpppojan Valssi. ’
19, Kulkurin Valssi. |

20/ Hlemer does embellishments in the syyle of piano accordionists
influenced by Yankovice |

2l. Anttilan S8illala,
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A Wedding March learned at the Folklife Festival.,
(CASSETTE ONE ENDS)

Kauhaven Polka and another tune done in a médley.

Life in the Finnish Woods.

Lisaa Lolya (More Steam).

Holola Polka (from Turpeinen).

Has learned Finnish melodies from a songbook, but often plays
by ear.

Seikki Jarven Polka (Gunny Sack).
Helmer's Polka (an old tune that he couldn't recall the title of).
Big Foot, composed by Helmer: about UFO'S and monsterse.

(REEL ONE ENDS)
About BigFoot's composiion.
Take Me by Helmer, a sentimental number.
Helmer has been songwriting for about three years.
Another of his compositions, Take a Day 6ff Today.

(CASSETTE TWO ENDS)
Fiddles fragments of Big Foot and Take a Day Off Todayo.
Helmer doesn't like rock musice.
Kukka Se Sauna Lemitha (Who's Going to Warm the Sauna?)
Rattikkoon. :
Liz Jane; learned at Folklife Festival.
Helmer never played for square dances years ago.
Fire on the Mountain.
Yankovic's Tick Tock Polka: played years ago with the Highlighters.
Buffalo Gals, learned in the last 15 years.
Country Waltz.
Shannon Waltz.

Lil Burnt Potatoe.
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47. Listen to the Mocking Bird.
(THE SESSION ENDS)



