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An evaluation of the two most popular junior-high 
textbooks on Africa and a look at an alternative. 
Third in a series of articles on how Third World 
people in other countries are portrayed in U.S. 
children’s materials. 

s as 

Teach Our Children about Africa? 

By Susan J. Hall 

What are children being taught of the reasons that the two books in exceedingly wary of words which 
about Africa in school? As part of a question are so objectionable as texts. begin with “non-.” 
survey on this topic for the African- That brings me to Exploring the 
American Institute, I asked educators TITLE Non-Western World. What does the 
what materials are used by classes “non-” in the title tell about the book’s 
studying that continent. In the six As a child attending Catholic perspective? It alerts the reader that 
states that I visited, the two most schools, I lived in a neighborhood the authors have defined the world in 
popular junior-high texts—by far—are categorized by my teachers as “Cath- terms of “us” and “them.” We are the 
Melvin Schwartz and John R. O’Con- olic” or ‘non-Catholic.’ We made “Westerners”; they are the “non- 

nor’s Exploring the Non-Western no distinctions among Jews, Presby- Westerners.” (One might well ask, 
World (Globe) and Edward R. Kolev- terians, Baptists or other denomina- “West of what?”—but that is another 
zon’s The Afro-Asian World: A Cultur- tions. All of those who were like us_ issue.) A look at the text indicates 
al Understanding (Allyn and Bacon). were Catholics; all of those who were that the people presented are from the 

I was familiar with these two books not were “non-Catholics.” As I grew Soviet Union, some African and 

and was, consequently, surprised and older I realized how limited and limit- Asian countries and some Pacific 
chagrined by this finding. Neither is ing this world view was. I also grew _ islands. What a diverse group of peo- 
notable for its accurate or empathetic ple! Can the most descriptive and 
presentation of Africa. Given their ee imaginative thing said about these 
popularity—and because I had re- Sa — ee various peoples—Australians, Israe- 
cently seen ads for “revised” edi- ig Z ee lis, Ghanaians and Pakistanis, to 

tions of both books—I decided to A pee. name but a few—be that they are non- 
examine the texts carefully once we something? Such a negative begin- 
again. What I found on reading The , : oo ning augurs poorly. 
New Exploring the Non-Western y 7 Kolevzon’s title, The Afro-Asian 
World (1976; hereafter usually referred y F CH 3 - World, at first glance appears more 
to as N-WW) and The Afro-Asian P positive. However, it might lead the 

World (1978; hereafter usually referred f : L ; student to believe that Africa and 
to as A-AW), however, was that while 7 rg Asia form a single culture area. The 
parts of the books had been changed, o x subtitle—A Cultural Understanding— 
they remained essentially superficial, F reinforces this notion through its use 
inaccurate, misleading and patroniz- ? of the particle “A.” As will become 
ing treatments of Africa. apparent from this evaluation, the 

To evaluate these—and other— title's meaning and _ implications 

texts, I first look at a work’s title, then never become clear. 
its table of contents, visuals, student , 
activities and, finally, at the text’s TABLE OF CONTENTS 
treatment of selected topics. (I usually An entire page is devoted to “Living- AND HEADINGS 
follow up the table of contents’ titles, stone [above] and Stanley” in The 
the visuals and the student activities Afro-Asian World, yet no mention is Why is it that books on Africa and 

immediately to see how accurately made of the destruction that Stanley Asia give far less attention to the 
they reflect the text.) Below are some wreaked on African villages. African continent than to the Asian? 
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p w ee Fe te ag” ae, ar She “@, J Neither, however, seems much con- 

i | fe foo lUl|lU oe i.  \ cerned with African history. Instead, 

iS id © a. le Po. =~, they stress European history in 
aS ole _ / : y . of -—S®.s«OAfrica: “Europeans Discover Africa” 

[ vtot ual _ : / “SN, | ~(N-WW) and “Exploration and Con- 
lL ==> : — * A quest” (A-AW). A reading of these 

Poagome lf | C2 ai = oN sections reveals that both books do at 

[fey lCUrlC CC a pee es ee 
| — Sa ef the European explorers’ escapades. 

| & see (ana a — Co : ee : Livingstone and Stanley figure promi- 
| ae a on c : 4 < DES 
> Za f } nently in these narratives. This raises 

| a ( : f Me a number of nagging questions: What 

i ee CV 2 /\ of Africans who did not live in the 
i | | yy). / “famous” kingdoms of Ghana, Mali 
ruse Reet at oak miaee ter a {™ fw or Songhai? Have they no history 

; ms Cl] thd worth mentioning? And when Stanley 

CLIMATES OF ce  .1V i is discussed, why are his pernicious 
\ AFRICA —R | _ . / deeds omitted? Stanley’s own journals 
‘SOUTH OF THE SAHARA \ ye | fecount how he wiped out whole vil- 

\ FE repeal rato forest ee cae ‘ ) ji lages he imagined might be inhospita- 

\ 6 3 | ble, how he and his men raided and 
\ Fe beset \ iH w robbed villages, and the punishments 

\ "| Steppe i & c | y he inflicted on those he considered 

4 | meaaranean a ~ at has unfriendly. Why are we only told by 
Nf Hemi steal lec eee ( : / eel, these texts of his explorations and his 

ea [et \ m2 Ae | / encounter with David Livingstone? 
\, 02m _490_sg0 mp0 “atmo — 8 8|6§) y | } / His other actions were certainly as—if 
Ae ee co cl uuf—./.9 not more—important to Africans. 

Ses : \ | \ / | | yi What is more, both books use Stan- 
iv \ \ \ ® | | i Us ley and Livingstone as take-off points 

\ x \ i | | | y y to discuss how helpful missionaries 
a Be Ae ¢ te oe eo i & ¢ were to Africans. The following ex- 

A climate map in Exploring the Non-Western World includes a “vertical” tract is from A-AW: 

category, although this term is not explained in the text. ivote, by the way, now Dr. Livingstone was the leading Chris- 

large the “savanna” area is, and the absence of a true “jungle” area. tian missionary. However, there were 
many who set out from Europe during 
the 19th Century to go to Africa. Most 
had three gifts they wanted to offer the 

Certainly Asia’s population is far in its unique cultures, history or con- See They were religion, education, 
larger than Africa’s, but this does not tributions but in its relationship to oa ARinaAG Were vencourneaie th 

seem a sufficient explanation for the the U.S. Thus, China is stressed be- accept Christianity. Those who did were 

imbalances reflected by a page count cause it is more and more effectively expected to give up their beliefs in spirits 

from the table of contents. Schwartz challenging the U.S. leadership posi- and animism. They were expected to 
and O’Connor devote 50 pages to tion in world politics; Japan is a focus wear European-style clothes. The medi- 

“The Soviet Union,” 147 to “The Far because of its widening role in the cines brought by the missionaries saved 

East,” and only 53 to “Africa, South world economy; and the Soviet Union many Africans’ lives. They also made 

of the Sahara.” Kolevzon gives most is studied because the U.S. govern- the villagers question their worship of 

of Asia 237 pages and “Africa South ment has for over 30 years perceived one to drive away sickness and death. 
of the Sahara” only 88. (The Afro- it as a competitor for world power. Fee eee ea ie read es write. 

Asian World contains another curious Sub-Saharan African countries donot got jobs j Regie get tt LA 
esa ea * : jobs in cities, in government, or in 

division: Israel is included in the unit at present pose such problems for the business. (pages 487-489) 

entitled “The Moslem World.”’) What I pas evn ntl they do not command 
begin to suspect when I come across equal attention. Interestingly, the one 

divisions on as these is that the country on the African continent to And from N-WW comes: 
books will reflect strong ethnocentric which the U.S. has been paying in- Stanley and Livingstone opened Africa 

biases: that is, that the divisions are creased attention lately—South for other missionaries. These men came 
based on, and their texts will empha- Africa—does get case-study treatment to Africa to help the natives and to teach 
size, those areas which the authors in both works. We will return to this them the Christian religion. They 
deem important for one reason or point later. one poco, hospitals and churches 
another. More likely than not, the The table of contents in each book CUO Beertecn WEAN: (EIS TE) 
authors will reflect U.S. government offers other insights into what mate- These passages are factually inac- 
and commercial interests. In other rial the authors consider important. curate. (One example of this: African 
words, an area’s importance lies not Both books contain history chapters. Christians were not expected to dress 
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in “European-style clothes”; in some States Is Interested” (page 508) and Other illustrations do little to im- 
areas this practice was actively dis- “The Communists Try to Edge Their prove this shaky beginning. Why is 

couraged.) And the interpretations are Way Into the Region” (page 509). Albert Schweitzer featured in a sec- 
terribly limited. For instance, educa- Here, again, are examples of blatant tion devoted to “The Tribal World” 
tion often had as one of its stated ethnocentrism. The U.S. is only “in- (page 190)? Why does the map on 
goals the preparation of Africans for terested” and has “tried to be of help page 174 show Egypt as the U.A.R.? 
work in the colonial government. It to the people” (page 509); the Commu- This name was changed in 1970, and 
was also aimed at making Africans nists are trying to “edge their way this book bears a 1976 copyright. 
“good citizens” of whatever colonial into the region.” Such visuals, one must reluctantly 
empire they happened to be part of at conclude, are not going to expand our 
that particular time; this meant that yigyats children’s understanding of the area. 
the Africans had to pay taxes, engage 
in government work, act as soldiers in 
iivibean wars and generally support | 4-AW has, on the whole, a better SUSIE Gui 
their colonizers. Education was not a_ Sélection of pictures than N-WW but ; 
“gift” but an essential component of its maps are certainly no better. The Both books have weak suggestions 
the new political order imposed on former’s topographical representation for student activities. Too many of the 
Africans. of the continent (page 449) is some- questions are based on inaccurate 

The passages in question display what confusing, being up-to-date on textual presentations; others, in addi- 

another problem; they portray Afri- S°me items but not on others. Lake tion, appear to be merely exercises to 
cans as passive receivers of European Albert is called Lake Mobutu Sese keep students busy. 
actions. Why doesn’t the text state Seko (Mobutu is misspelled on the An exercise on page 479 of A-AW 
that Africans learned to read and ™ap even though the Zaire president’s asks students to explain the state- 
write instead of being “taught to read ame is correctly spelled in a later ment, “For many people, animism is a 
and write’? And who built the CaPtion), but Lake Turkana, whose way of keeping peace with the forces 
schools, hospitals and churches that "me was changed earlier, is given as _ of nature.” Animism is defined earlier 
the Europeans “opened”? Africans Lake Rudolf. The capital of Mozam- in the book: “In animism everything 
did. It was their labor and their Dbique is Maputo, as the text rightly has a soul, even the stones and the 
money and, of course, their resources 0tes on page 471; the map shows it rivers. Animists fear and worship 
that were exploited. Education, medi- 28 Lourenco Marques. Even less exact many objects and. powers which they 
cine, even church attendance were not is the resource and industry map on believe play a part in their lives” 

free; Africans were expected to pay Page 466. Kenya, East Africa’s largest (page 474). What utter nonsense! Most 
and to contribute for these “gifts.”To “food processing” country, bears no Africans are monotheists, just like 
misrepresent missionaries and Afri- Symbol to indicate this; it is, in fact, most Americans. Although it is often 
cans in this manner is to dehumanize lank—indicating it has no resources said that Africans worship their “an- 
both and to preempt any real under- OF industries. Nor is oil mentioned in _cestors,” in actuality they revere their 
standing of the interplay of these two the legend, and thus no such symbol _ forebears in much the same way that 
groups during the colonial period. appears in Nigeria. Yet, page 540 of many Christians revere historical reli- 

A section heading in N-WWis “The the text notes that “Oil now makes up _ gious figures who are believed to have 
Hot Continent.” It is explained as ™ore than 80 percent of all of Nige- led virtuous lives. Africans also re- 
follows: ria’s exports.” N-WW, on the other spect nature—including “the stones 

The equator runs through the middle hand, contains a climate map which and _ the tivers "— because these are 
of Africa. This means that most of the includes one categorized as “vertical” God’s creations. As for the “fear” of 
continent lies in the low latitudes. (Even (Page 183). Not being a geographer,I such natural forces as a river, a 
in the tropics, however, it is not always @m unfamiliar with this term so I parallel can be drawn with the emo- 
hot. Where there are highlands it is searched the geography discussion for tions felt by any people who have 
always cooler than it is at sea level.) No an explanation. The word is not used lived on a riverbank and been subject 
part of Africa is as far from the equator jn the text. to the destruction caused by a flood. 

as New York or Chicago. Thus, itiseasy _ N-WW opens its African unit witha In calling such beliefs and practices 
to remember the climate of Africa, south two-page picture spread (pages 170- “animism,” the author unwittingly 
cee eee wan a sump ee 171). Included are a house built on exposes his own lack of understand- 
warmer HANG He BiGere 180) stilts, an elaborately dressed dancer,a ing of what African religions involve. 

S dam, some sail boats, a woman’s face Other questions in A-A W raise more 
If it isn’t always hot in Africa, why and various game animals. What are problems. One (page 527) asks stu- 
dub it “The Hot Continent”? Then, students to make of this? I shudder at dents to give “three reasons why 
too, southern Africans would find this the possibilities since this visual pres- manufacturing has developed slowly 
paragraph and heading laughable entation is based on stereotypes. Take in Africa.” When I looked for clues to 
when, in July, they experience winter, just one of them—game animals. In the answer, I was struck by the ab- 
often complete with snow. reality, there are more cattle, sheep — sence of the major reasons for Africa’s 
A-AW also uses section headings and goats in sub-Saharan Africa than slow industrial growth—the colonial 

within the chapters to point out ideas there are elephants, giraffes and ante- rigging of its economies and the world 
for students to remember. Some of lopes. Why not show these animals economic situation. Under colonial 
these are quite suspect. In the chapter rather than the game? They certainly regimes, the overwhelming majority 
“Emerging Africa’ (emerging from have more relevance for understand- of African countries developed prim- 
what and to what?), two are particu- ing African ways of life than wild arily as agricultural economies that 
larly striking—“Why the United animals do. usually concentrated on one or two 
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crops for export. Essential to colonial 
policy was the fact that claimed terri- 
tories would provide raw materials for 
European industrial expansion. Thus, 
Ugandans grew cotton and coffee; 

TENTH ANNUAL CIBC CONTEST Ghanaians, cocoa for British process- 
ing factories. It wasn’t that Africans 
could not adjust “to living in factory 
areas, working for others, and receiv- 
ing money to buy their iy le 

i and shelter” (page 519). On the con- 
5 Prizes of $500 Each for trary, most Africans did not and still 

do not have this option. Even now, 
with most of the continent politically 
independent, there is little interest on 
the part of the U.S. a0 Europe to 
help develop African industries. U.S. 

AFRICAN AMERICAN, cdanueeeicters do not want African 
competition; they want to sell their 

AMERI CAN IND IAN , own goods. Thus the African dilemma 
is how to change this economic order. 

ASIAN AM ERICAN, How does one shift from being a 
single-crop economy when primary 

CHIGANG: ot product prices are low? How does one 
amass the capital necessary to invest 

PU ERRO RICAN in manufacturing when incomes are 
low? How are such turnarounds possi- 
ble when the richer nations have an 
interest in keeping them from happen- 
ing? Without considering these ques- 
tions, children cannot give an ade- 
quate answer to the question asked. 
All they can conclude from the infor- 
mation given is that Africans are 
mainly, perhaps solely, responsible 
for the lack of industries on the conti- 
nent. 

In N-WW, children are tested on 
misinformation. At the end of the 

5 chapter on “The Savanna Farmer 
and Herder,” there are two pages of 
exercises. Under the heading, “Under- 
standing What You Have Read” on 
page 198, the following question ap- 

pears: 
7. A kraal is a native: 

a) village b) drum c) boat 

According to page 197, the answer 
is “a)” because the text notes “The 

i Masai live in a village called a kraal.” 
Minority writers who have not previously been published in the I found this especially interesting for 

children’s book field are invited to submit manuscripts. Only a number of reasons. In the first 
stories—fiction or non-fiction— which are anti-racist, anti-sexist and place, the question uses the offensive 
which are relevant to the struggle for full human liberation are che a native. In the aol 
eligible. For full contest rules, please send a stamped, self- eae ede ae a 
addressed envelope to the Contest Committee, Council on Interra- nates in South Africa ae in East 
cial Books for Children, 1841 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10023. Africa, home of the Masai, Here, then, 

the word is used incorrectly. Had the 
authors consulted a dictionary, they 

wale ae avoided this error. 
: nm another level, why is it impor- 

CONTEST ENDS DECEMBER 31, 1978 tant for children to learn an janie 
African word? Is the knowledge of 
this word any indication that the 
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child has learned anything about slavery and the slave trade; more Since the Dutch colonists in southern 
farming and herding? I doubt it. The recently, Adolph Hitler espoused a Africa were unfamiliar with the Khoi- 
question concerns itself with trivia. variation of the concept and used itto Khoin language, it sounded like stut- 

Later in the same exercises children justify his attempts at genocide. Cur- tering to them and they so named the 
are told to complete a chart compar-_ rently, Shockley and Jensen are reviv- people. Knowing this, one begins to 
ing “Masai herdsmen” and “Bedouin ing racist theory about superior white understand why a name like “Hotten- 
tribesmen.” Again, we must ask why? “I.Q.” Why, then, are classifications tot” is so offensive a term. 
No reasons are given for the chart based on race superiority still found The word “Bantu,” which both 
completion. My guess, though, is that in our texts on Africa? Isn’t it way books use, also deserves note. 
the exercise will keep students busy. past the time such typologies were “Bantu” is a linguistic term. A 

In yet another N-WW exercise, discredited? number of Africans speak languages 
children are asked whether the follow- N-WW’s addition of “three impor- that are related and classified as 
ing statement is fact or opinion: tant smaller black groups” also lacks “Bantu.” A comparison can be drawn 
“Africa today is not the same as it legitimacy. To begin with, we are not by saying that a number of Euro- 
was 100 years ago” (page 183). Would told why these people are “impor- peans speak “Romance” languages. 
we ever ask our children the same tant.” Because they are minority Unless you are a linguist, such terms 
question about the U.S.? Is this, groups, I cannot help but feel their have little meaning. “Bantu” has an 
again, an important generalization? importance derives from the fact that | added dimension, too. It is the official 
As teachers we must demand more they are perceived as quite different designation of the white minority 
than busy work and trivia from our from other people, that they are exotic government in South Africa for Black 
texts’ exercises. and romantic. But there is a more Africans. The word, therefore, has an 

serious problem here. The names of odious overtone and texts should not 
SELECTED TOPICS the peoples are those assigned to them _use it or else should discuss why it is 

by their colonizers; they are not the offensive. 
Peoples of Africa names they call em eee 

: ; mies” are more correctly uti; South Africa 

sate ee ae pede ae “Bushmen,” San; and “Hottentots,” Both books, apparently unaware of 
Gch AteNGW WenlAcA Weare not Khoi-Khoin. In line with this it is the word’s connotations, designate 
excecnons Both eroupaheunajoniiet enlightening to check the etymology Black Africans as “Bantu” in their 
ACH Aae Gadoo NE Heading «Banta? of the word “Hottentot.” According to studies of South Africa. Granted that 
ania Gud anieee ee NCW adden hat Sanford Berman’s excellent discus- a survey text cannot go into depth on 
nercuane liirecuitnporaniienallens ee of these terms in the Hennepin the complex issues involved in that 
ede sane —“euaea? Usinene County Library Cataloging Bulletin country, the treatment given this 
ment? andic Hotentctse Gane 188), A- (Nos. 8/9/10, page 31, September 1, troubled land in both A-AW and N- 
AW clainisithore aveintddditiondethe 1974), “Hottentot comes from a WW is nevertheless shoddy and far 
“Bantus” and “Sudanese,” “Nilotes,” Dutch word meaning “stutterer.” too superficial. Both, for example, 

“Hamites,” “Semites,” “Europeans,” 
and “Asians” in Africa (pages 468- 
470). I dislike being repetitious, but ; 
these classifications can only be dis- ea 
missed as utter nonsense. Apparently, — oe 
even the authors found them to be i CL + Gee 
useless because they appear only er- Africa, South of me he ri ~~ 
ratically in the rest of the books’ the Sahara ae CU Tk 
discussions. of Pi 84 ay B Thee =a 

The major factor in A-AW’s “defini- . & sgt Air MS : a ‘i 
tions” is the color of a people’s skin. 7s wc an ea 
“Most Hamites,” it tells the reader, is Lee a eye? ~~ 
“are of medium height with light DB) (a= Sa eo § ae, : 
brown skin. Many are believed to be i tee =. — 
more European than African” (page ». fea eS ‘ a —_— 
469). What does this mean? The book - » LV Pa , _e 

neglects.to explain. What does this eae de < Oke en le We SO. 
really tell us about the people so eee [=e 
classified? Not one thing. But it does edn ges aed Pee Nes 
tell us something about the writer; he EE ZF ei Sue 
obviously thinks people can be catego- rr oes ‘\ a 
rized and “understood” solely on the — x. | ae i od > 
basis of their skin color. a, Sn, ee iif tt 

Race is a highly debatable biologi- if ae none OF A om 
cal concept. We have, unfortunately, gh Ba i a ee, i ey 
seen the effects of people’s use of race wt iti 

theory outside this field. The pur- This spread, which introduces the chapter on “Africa, South of the Sahara” in 
ported superiority of the white race Exploring the Non-Western World, features several stereotypes, including game 
was a philosophical underpinning for animals and an “exotic” dancer. 
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ally, that Black Africans cannot live 

PVE cannot be citizens of the Republic. 
Black Africans must accept the citi- 

4 ms zenship and “homeland” the govern- 

fees ¥ | ment assigns.’ Many of the 4 million 
eee c i Black Africans who live in the “home- 

He sl a a lands” have been forcibly moved 
7 i Sig { “a there. And there are in addition to the 
oe ’ 2) ( “millions” who “have gone to the 

ogg oa iS a cities to earn a living,” millions who 
yas / Oe SoC ae were born in cities and millions more 

Sw, (B- ic} o ee ee who have never seen their so-called 
=) ays “a “homeland.” i 

: je a fe : To be fair to these texts, it should be 
2 a . said that they do indicate that Black 

Bose erie cme , o Africans oppose the system. However, 
Acchromium O Lead ‘8 ap. ee : 

coo Buenas Le Be this is very mildly expressed. N-WW 
ee ai pe LS states that Africans “do not like apar- 
a aes ey heid” 215) and that Afri Sm coxper EX Steet —~ og theid” (page 215) and that cans 

@ Diamonds fa Tin Ol as 4s have resisted the system’s applica- 
@X Food Processing 3 Uranium =) et tion. A-AW notes that in 1960 “blacks 
Aco = Water Power my demonstrated at Sharpeville” and 

Sa Pens that “{tJhe mid-70’s saw similar un- 
rest” (page 551). African opposition, 
however, is not so new. It is docu- 

This resource and industry map in The Afro-Asian World leaves Kenya blank, mented from the time of the Euro- 
even though it is East Africa’s largest “food processing” country. Nor is oil peans’ arrival. Had the history sec- 
mentioned in the legend, although the text does note that “Oil now makes up tion mentioned earlier struggles 
more than 80 percent of all of Nigeria’s exports.” between Europeans and Africans as 

the colonists, with their superior mil- 

begin their history sections with the Africans “receive lower wages than eo ; oe ee 
arrival of the Dutch in 1652 and white workers” (page 215), the point struggle early in this century, our 
spend time discussing their descend- that white prosperity and high stand- children might be prepared to ees 
ants’ conflicts with the British. Afri. ard of living are predicated on cheap pret the later “unrest.” Given the 
cans do not figure at all in either Black labor is not made. American  jookg’ treatment of the country’s de- 
historical narrative! Since European youngsters should also be told that velopment, it appears that Africans 
expansion in the area, whether Brit- many South African industries are until recently, have docilely accepted 
ish or Dutch, was at the Africans’ owned by Americans. Surely junior {heir exclusion from their own coun- 
expense, this oversight is unaccepta- high students, even if their reading try. 

ble. level is not up to par, are sophisti- 
Both texts also devote space to cated enough to learn about U.S. 

South Africa’s natural resources. Here involvement in Apartheid. [CIBC is Language 
is how N-WW describes them: preparing a lesson plan on Apartheid ee eee a ae al- 

: for elementary grades in cooperation Yeady been pointed out a hho 

a ezaume of ts naturel resources Souk Wi the National Coalitio io Sup. “Bantu,” “emerging,” “animism,” the 
Africa. Gold and diamonds are mined, port African Liberation. It will appear use of paRe Ee worce Cb depersonalized 
and these industries are very important. in a future issue of the Bulletin— narrative, etc. Another objectionable 

The gold fields near Johannesburg are Editors] word, “native,” was noted in quotes 
the richest in Africa. South Africa also In addition, the two texts tell how from N-WW. The texts contain others. 
has iron and coal. There are many government has “set acide” land for 4-AW, for example, tells us that “the 
factories that produce textiles, chemicals Ain A-AW - Yoruba, mostly townfolk, make up 
and automobiles. There is a modern cans: Baye: some of the most advanced of the 

transportation system. This republic has The government has set aside certain African peoples.” Aside from the sen- 
the highest standard of living on the places for the Bantu people. These are in > . * : 2 tence’s puzzling meaning, the word 
continent—for its white people. It has the country, often on poorer lands. About «44 Qj 5 a 3 
the largest cities in sub-Saharan Africa. 4 million Africans live on them. Millions | 2¢Vanced” is questionable. Are peo 
(page 215) of others have gone to the citiestoearna — 

. i living. (page 550) 
Note again, how depersonalized the 1A-AW, on the topic of “homelands,” states 
description is. “Gold and diamonds The expression “set aside” is alto- that Lesotho is the largest of these (page 
are mined”; “[t]here are many facto- gether too gentle in this context. What 550). Lesotho is not a “Bantustan.” It was 
ries” and “a modern transportation the government has done is todeclare a British High Commission Territory 
system.” It is African labor that is that 87 per cent of the land belongs to which won its independence from Britain 
doing the mining and the building. whites who make up 13 per cent of the _ in 1966. A factual error such as this should 
And while the text later notes that population. It has decided, unilater- not be made 12 years later! 

8 VOLUME 9, NUMBER 3



ple “advanced” when they live in who lives in the area being discussed nisce and talk about their present 
towns, “backward” when they don’t? and present life there through her or lives, students are introduced to Al- 
“Advanced” usually means “like us”; his eyes. Thus, South Africa is seen gerian history and its contemporary 
it is an ethnocentric term. from the vantage point of an African _ situation (pages 7-21). 
N-WW confuses “jungle” with “rain worker who wants to apply for a PPC has other pluses. The section 

forest” (page 180), thus perpetuating better job but who has difficulty doing on Africa includes case studies from 
another stereotype—that Africa is one so because his assigned living areais ll over the continent. Because it is 
vast “jungle.” A jungle is an “impen- far from the employment site and not divided at the Sahara, links be- 
etrable thicket,’ a rain forest is because of the pass and work regula- tween the various countries and com- 
not—in fact rain forests are among tions which apply to him solely be- parable experiences can be pointed 

the most heavily populated and culti- cause he is Black (pages 83-97). What out quite easily. In addition, some of 
vated areas in Africa. In addition, is more interesting is that the story the countries studied—Algeria, Sudan 
these forests cover only 1/7 of the takes place largely in Soweto, which and Tanzania—are hardly mentioned 
continent, and, in spite of the myths, has, since PPC’s publication, gained in other texts. And the book’s visuals 
there is virtually no actual jungle! world-wide attention as a center of are generally of high quality, with the 
Jungle-like foliage is limited to a very active opposition to the white minor- charts being especially useful not only 
few areas near river banks. Given ity regime. Students will therefore be for understanding the text but also as 
the stereotype that exists, textbook able to use this case study as a back- models for other student activities. 
authors should be particularly careful ground for exploring and understand- Perhaps the work’s greatest advan- 
with this terminology. ing current events in South Africa. tage is that it presents Africans with 

If I sound angry it is because I am. Algeria, to cite another example, is concerns similar to those of the stu- 
All of the problems discussed so far Presented when three old friends—two dents who are reading about them: A 
represent only a few that these texts en and a woman—meet for the first Sudanese boy wonders what he will 
exhibit. N-WW and A-AW are popular time some years after they fought be when he grows up; a Nigerian 
books in our schools. Our children are ‘Side-by-side for the country’s inde- couple try to plan their marriage, 
reading them, learning from them. Pendence from France. As they remi- balancing their own desire to save 

But just what are they learning? 
Misinformation and patronizing atti- 
tudes. This is grossly unfair to them, / aN 5; { 
and there is no reason for our texts to Se oS ae i Aye exible ae 
be so poor. Much is known and writ- ~~ wordor omit’! oe (UNCON, ais DEB NA ol es Ag es 
ten about Africa; scholars of African __,,/ 7 sek 5 [sss TAU SS Scns ok, ae nein 
studies are located all over the U.S. none, NS CMa BR — fms pee a 
When will publishers and authors | Mapa ped wey “G Pg A ti s | Denar seneaar & sh W-E-6 AxF_LRI CA, Z EL Omdirman a AANA: corenan a Sa0'a “a 
begin to make use of these resources? Jomo TE aes (ges s Karte aes e ee ey 

Until they do, we must face the fact jon erm Ee! he HAD Ce RE eee 
that many of our children are being _/ 10: moghec ol (ne oS Kia? A tee ae AON ee ay re 
badly miseducated about the world in | ition! sige a now 7 (oer lar Jes le ail ee sh Sasi ? 
which they live. i ll SM Seton si ae se A Nad Rea 7 

But I do not want to end ona | eerie Wot Talon otters OE a ee ee 
? i ee tee ee \ 

negative note, for there are books | four cages pS toh oS Reeves | 
which offer some hope. One of theseis |..o jenn Doe a cat fe ee Sir Oe 
People, Places and Change (Holt, | | ' Portcamnls tN ee gy Ine Bon . i 
Rinehart and Winston, 1976, hereafter | otha na oPor Proce faseoye nd borane ' 
PPC) atext comparable in scope, price i on amd Cees + edema tanzania SO, | 
and reading level to the two reviewed ae Tone : OA eines Oke Poe: Soiaam j 
here.2 Leonard Berry and Richard B. —p=--~ 1 ee Gas) 0 
Ford, the authors of this book, havea | BUR Pane a aN i | LS ANGOLA VP é ieee i 
strong background in international | Seale i =5 Ec ea ee 4 
studies and teaching, which showsin | “2 ——— ae K ape | 4 Se 7 
their generally more sensitive and riboietonwimonsrn | | / Sota ee oe a) Op. 
accurate treatment of Africa. Their a een ee \ pena Jaen ; EF oo 
approach is a_ personalized one. Ve ee Ct ee cay og 
Rather than giving a dry geographi- ~ | Le pp i alae ae fo 

. os \ Ky ER SMD covenco Masies 8 | cal narrative, they focus on a person ba eo \ | BV ees Aealal Tia 

2PPC is in the same price range as the [TPES RamPonesrs ' i ces ron oa ~ ; | / other books discussed; it lists at $12.72, ae \ ie i | f 
while A-AW is $14.36 and N-WW is $11.20. Loe e 1 20 Ea “a so : 
ae ioe ee pe This map in The Afro-Asian World is rather confusing, being up-to-date in 

the reason I was most often given by %0/”€ matters but not others. Lake Albert is called Lake Mobutu Sese Seko 
school personnel for the use of A-AW and (Misspelled as Lake Mobuto) but Lake Turkana is labeled Lake Rudolf, a name 
N-WW is that they are two of the few texts Which was changed before Lake Albert’s. In addition, the capital of Mozam- 
that “students can read.” bique is incorrectly shown as Lourenco Marques. 
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money against their parents’ wishes display. ae has i said, for 

Resource List fora leer, more conly radiional_exanol, bout tat inadequate tat. 
The resources listed below will be debataol oe to eal her own money. trade, to name two other very impor- 

useful in evaluating textbooks about “Drawbacks do exist in PPC, how- tant topics. 
Africa. They contain information to ever. A few of the student activities Moreover, the problems discussed 
counter the stereotypes, myths and are superficial. Pictures on page 82 of are those that you will probably find 
misinformation that most texts con- “natural resources” show a zebra, a_ in many other texts dealing with the 

tain. (This resource list first appeared ..5y.capped mountain and a scenic Third World. And they are those 
with the article “Tarzan Lives! A wre The questions posed with which have been repeated over and 
Study of the New Children’s Books {hose “picture post card” items are: over for some years now. In 1970, the 
about Africa” in Vol. 9, No. 1 of the “Should. ae try to save these African-American Institute did’ in- 

Bulletin.) natural resources? Or should nations depth evaluations of the 28 latest 
Articles allow people to use up eae pepe ene ela = ae a ae 

? ool stu . The 
“Mark My Word!” by Evelyn Jones Te ee the a we cece then. But, deat the 

Rich, Africa Report, November- alternatives presented, and the issues fact that N-WW and A-AW have been 
December, 1976 (0.p. but available in aye much more complex than students updated and revised, the latter as 
most libraries). are led to believe. recently as this year, they have not 
“Mind Your Language” by Evelyn Another of PPC’s shortcomings changed their approach or tone. 

Jones Rich, Africa Report, September- grows out of its personalized ap- What do we do about these texts 
October, 1974 (o.p. but available from proach. Each vignette tries to weave and so many others like them? The 
most libraries). in a great deal of information and this budget squeeze has produced a trend 

Short, concise articles identifying {99 often proves awkward. Neverthe- back to textbooks, so many of us will 
major vocabulary problems in African jess, when one considers the style of find ourselves stuck with books like 

studies. N-WW and A-A W—oversimplified to N-WW and A-AW. In that case we can 
Booklets aw eee iaeathe! te ee cine he een e the a 
aes : oring— is by far the most inter- content with students. This can be- 

_ “Africa in U.S. Educational Mate- esting to read. come an exciting exercise, not only in 
rials” by Susan J. Hall, The African- A final weakness of PPC is that it learning about African realities but in 
American Institute (833 United Na- makes some unnecessary generaliza- developing students’ critical aware- 
tions Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017), tions in marginal notes which are ness. At the end of this article is a list 
1977, $3. 5 unsupported by the text. In the Nige- of resource materials that teachers 

A highly useful guide for teachers yian chapter, for example, one margi- can use in the classroom to analyze 
and librarians in evaluating and se- nal comment reads: and counteract textbook stereotypes 
lecting textbooks on Africa. Many of about Africa. 
the stereotypes discussed also appear _ Three major cultural or tribal groups We can also pass on to those respon- 
in trade books, so the booklet will be live in Nigeria. They are the Yoruba in 4; : i y : 1 sible for purchasing textbooks in a 
helpful to authors of fiction and non- the West; Hausa in the North; the Ibo in . : ; particular school or school system our 
fiction children’s books. AN SIRES (OES 2) specific objections to the content of 

“African Resources for School and “Tribe” is a buzz word not used and the books they order. Letters to local 
Libraries,” The African-American In- not explained within the chapter. "eWSPapers citing examples of dis- 
stitute (833 United Nations Plaza, Since its use is ambiguous and its ‘torted history from the textbooks are 
New York, N.Y. 10017), 1977, free. definition vague—and since it does 2/80 valuable. 

This pamphlet lists organizations, not relate directly to the paragraph at In the long run, it will only be 
reference works, periodicals and films ts side—why is it there? Further, the through the objections we all raise to 
about Africa. reasons that the three peoples are oo of textbooks bought 2 

Encyclopedias sera cape! artnet temsea Shor taal to buy any moro of these poo 
African Encyclopedia, Oxford Uni- low observations such as these do not 00ks that publishers will actually 

versity Press, 1974. add to the text or to our students’ improve their offerings. 
The Encyclopedia of Africa, Frank- knowledge. Unless we begin to apply such 

lin Watts, 1976. Taking these problems into account Pressure for better African materials, 

Two widely different volumes which and measuring them against those CU’ children may learn in social stu- 
give information on countries, leaders found in A-AW and N-WW—and con. “es Classes but they will be learning 
and other prominent personalities, sidering the books’ prices and reading 2", untrue picture of the world in 
descriptions of languages, traditions Jeyels—you will find that PPC comes Which they live. 0 
and a wealth of other information. yt way ahead as a text for teaching 
Most of the entries are authored by ahout Africa. 

Africans. To conclude, some comments on the About the Author 
The Student Africanist’s Handbook, ee yeu ears just read may be SUSAN J. HALL is education consultant 

John Wiley, 1974. enligatening. ve they may seem to at the African-American Institute. She is ee é g be long and detailed, the comments on ; ta A reader's guide to African studies. wy and A-AW inf, 1 currently completing a doctorate in “Edu- 
and “- in fact only scratch cation and African Studies” at Columbia 

the surface of the problems these texts —_ University. 
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Existing materials undermine the aims of true bilingual 
education. An activist sociologist comments. 

= Ss a 

NEEDED-Liberating Materials for 

Bilingual Education 

The following is a comment on society. They view the recruitment of from the perspective of an oppressed 
the present state of bilingual edu- a new kind of socially committed people, it is easy to see how far 
cation with suggestions for the professional as an invasion of “the available materials fall short of such 

type of curriculum materials that ethnic hordes, of the inferior ethnic goals. The points made below come 
are needed to replace current barbarians” in areas that have been from my experience with curriculum 
ones. The statement is asynopsis exclusively their own. This perspec- materials for the Spanish speaking, 
of the major points of a speech by tive might explain what seem to be _ but I feel that they are true for other 
Dr. Luis Nieves Falcén, delivered efforts to obstruct the opportunities minority groups as well. 
at the Third Annual Conference for people from various minority ‘ as ‘ 
on Bilingual Curriculum. The con- groups, efforts to prevent them from ae ne doe ee 
ference, at which CIBC conducted obtaining positions of power. The cognitive aspects. Educators recog- 
workshops, was sponsored by the myth of equal opportunity seems to jive the equal importance of cognitive 
Northeast Curriculum Develop- work well for all but minority groups ang non-cognitive development, so 
ment and Dissemination Center in this country. this Has posed a probleai aah cates 
and was held in New York City The expectations of the minority Balsetor a oe ee Tat additions the 
February 23-24. : groups concerned with bilingual actly face SF ap hea ue i 

education—particularly Native Amer- BNO asere tna OUP onemin arabe 
icans, Chicanos and Puerto Ricans— a ees for groure ae toe 
are usually in direct contradiction to ane ee Seteraae oa 

Bilingual education has been talked those of the dominant groups. For Tos et Grantee eS a eas 
about by educators, lay people and most oppressed groups a true bilin- Eis ae pee har eS So aeas 
politicians. It has been scrutinized gual education would reflect the emer- ee eae fanction.” Matenale 

and analyzed to the hilt. Unrealistic gence of a new racial and _ socio- aie + ea csiderationttor sae Pit 
demands have been made onit, andit political conscience. We see bilingual alter nouldibe judeed rotons ante 
is expected to produce solutions to education as an integral part of a adi GE iheis fachaalicontent and the 
problems which have been part and_ whole struggle for the liberation of skills they develop, but also on 
parcel of the U.S. school system for minority people, as part of a Siheeneriocnar they wall Aid Ga nestor: 
decades. Not only are the expectations national—and _ international— ing students’ _socio-psychological 
invalid, but much of the literature on movement. In more concrete terms, Wealth. Becduses dt thelr focus on 

the topic is of dubious quality and _ bilingual education is not only a way tacts EnGBt adaptations of existing 
validity. to improve the quality of education for in eli sh matenale=or even stor that 
Many of the difficulties stem from children whose mother tongue is other matter | sadaprations’ @of qnatenale 

the fact that bilingual education is than English, but also a reflection of, avaiable in Spanish—are inadequate 
seen as a threat by the traditional the right to be educated in one’s own s = 
educational power system. Much of language and to have a vehicle for _ Second, and equally important, is 
the criticism of bilingual education positive learning about one’s own that existing materials strongly re- 
may be seen as an effort to undermine roots. It is a reflection of the right to flect: the values and biases of the 
its effectiveness. be a person, to exist without having dominant groups in our culture. These 

The dominant groups in U.S. so- shame and negative self-images in- values reinforce the superiority of the 
ciety have very different expectations — stilled by the dominant culture as part dominant groups and the inferiority 
of bilingual education than do those of an effort to maintain the status ‘of minorities. Thus | materials fre- 
minority groups supposedly served by quo. To minority groups, bilingual quently depict minorities in a nega- 
it. The dominant groups see it as part education is much more than an edu- tive way and prevent students from 

of an assimilative process, a provi- cational artifact or a transitory mea- developing a liberating ideology. The 
sionary measure designed to prevent sure. task of discovering information and 
further rupture in the fabric of U.S. In evaluating bilingual materials Continued on page 19 
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A look at amusement and “educational” parks—and some: 
consciousness-raising activities for the summer. 

A P Aren’t Al f musement Parks Aren’t Always Amusing 

Amusement parks—a great source : -~—~—_s groups in your area, etc. Write to TV 
of fun and education for the kids? pa 1 = : [<0~, and radio stations and newspapers in 
Fun, we might agree. We question ea que (Le Es your area as well as to those where 

some of the education. Amusement t — —™ ithe park is. Above all, discuss what 
parks are, after all, very commercial of / e in eae | = you find with your children. 
undertakings, and where profits are 7 1a : CIBC would like to make the search 
at stake, stereotypes are usually close oy a i \ te 8 m= for racist, sexist and other stereotypes 

at hand. When you analyze amuse- EB wae Ve q ec e oS | at public places that cater to children 

ment park “attractions,” it becomes er 0) dort _' an on-going project. Please send us 

clear that many of them carry— < e hg ai a -*1 information about the places you visit 
overtly or covertly—racist and sexist ic oe x ‘ ] | for publication in the Bulletin. 
— é a. i : ie > oe a A Below is a list of some of the typical 

Pilea: ee ae their fe riences at he ee _- eo : ro | have been ee d to us. It 1s followed g ee pi ey a by a list of specific examples that we 
amusement parks, the response was aE have learned about; some reports were 

always, Oh, here you go again. pee a — e y ioe based on visits made last year and we 
ism and sexism at parks—really! A 6A ge, a hope that they are out-of-date. 
The initial response was followed es oo ee A | / 
more often than not by a pause, then - A | is Typical Stereotypes 
a thoughtful, “Hmm, now that you os e wh 74 aoe | 
mention it, I remember seh om or a i Oke Ds \ . e “Wild West” and “frontier” scenes 
grudging admission that a “click Pa i \ ; that stereotype Native Americans. 
was registering. a Oe e “In Darkest Africa” and “jungle” 
s ae ge oo) nel, ae ” aa E. as ae? oe that stereotype Africans. 
muse par 1 ° oo US e i 

consciousness-raise with your family? E ca wee - 4 “oriental” eee Roe eee 
Suggest they make a project of delib- ee | : Asians. 
erately looking for stereotypes; then = aly © Portrayals of Hispanic peoples as 
compare notes and discuss why ste- | te —\@ carefree, fiesta-loving guitar players 
reotypes harm all of us and what can el eae ae : and dancers. 
be done to counteract them. The pro- > aia aa e Names offensive to U.S. 
ject needn’t be limited to the amuse- ON es Pe aa minorities—like “Sambo” or “ban- 
ment park. While you’re on the road, Los eas dito.” 

look at billboards and other advertise- — 3 ¢ Scenes that ignore, belittle the con- 

fae aa ene, ae ae -...... : tributions of, or demean women of all 
, races. 

names of restaurants and hotels are e Racism b: at Ane ae 

sending. This project can be really Above, a promotional brochure for h ee ee ee : f , “The Dark Continent.” a Florida “at such as miniature villages that depict 
educational. Herter poise eat ort ne only European sites, with no represen- 

ee you do Wo , find eee = os sank pera aia tation of African or Asian sites. 
any offensive scenes, “attractions . 
and “games”? First, complain to the Specific Examples 
park management, preferably in writ- dlp 

ing with carbon copies to any human iS Disneyland in California. A ride 
rights organization in the area or AY called “It’s a Small, Small World” 
Third World and feminist groups ( Onfti a 3 features miniature scenes from differ- 
whose members are depicted in a Cara I ent lands and every stereotype con- 
oe Lome Don t 2 ee © ceivable. People are represented by 
if the park’s response insists tha s three-foot-high dolls, all with identical 
a fun or that Le Se features. The differences are entirely 
children are “too sensitive.” Persist; skin color and clothing; the scene of 
speak or write to other parents and Africa depicts Blacks in grass skirts 
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; a nh 
ee eee ig SS et 

i. avi zal im mt | ia 
ieee Marsha Te ee | ie ce Wa ea 
living in grass huts. The theme song \"** ‘ios PR Ae Sf re 2 BAL, a St i sal i | ve at 
is repeated in the language of the a acd A ni eepieieg ee | te mm eh Wy cl hie i) st 
country one is passing through. The ee wee | C bei Lathe al SoaberercgT rT MegeMMoN UT wee 
message is loud and clear: People’s 2 RRR Me ae ee etry eee Le ee. tig 
differences are external only. A a Cy a wa |: at I Peers it Ae a ld | Lom eG 

Marriot’s Great American Park in i.‘ . SR Deh | Wee “a : fc 4, eh fs foe ve 
California has a Bugs Bunny Magic VW CR OSA Ba if a eNale et we " 
Show. Bugs Bunny’s around-the —\@ Ag sees ~~ th Rts SA Ai ri\, 
world adventures include an offensive 3S RSS Se FES hee RS VE WSO (ears o\y. 
portrayal of “the Orient” in which the -g” °-23-@e~¢ BONES: 2 ee ES eX 
line “weird place and weird people” = Se, ope Vi ae ay Nees a A NL 
occurs. White dancers in kimonos bow  $¥—ea a ea Wy iV. wat aXe 
and act in a stereotypic fashion. In amet SS aeek pe Bey Gx a See 
another scene before Bugs returns to \ VK aN Se ety ‘4 ed \ y i 2a 4 
“the good old U.S.A.” the same < eE i e ‘9 ND gate Oe een 
dancers don orange-colored “Afro” gael Veer > Wee ree tN a : A 
wigs and jump around to the sound of ‘N (wes ) SSE a ae 3 \g ‘aaa 
‘jungle drums.” SO vy ors RSs yy Gee Roe ‘Ses Ee NS 

: iG Ly. PSS SEARS eR 
; ; oF wee WW 5 E83! a Wy. ae ts SS 

San Jose’s Frontier Land has a fort >a BN Va oe A Ra ae 
complete with sound track of Indians av eter Bee, oA NE ER eae 
“yelping” and the U.S. cavalry “com- US. history is often misrepresented at amusement parks, as well as at 
ing to the rescue.” historical sites. For instance, children learn that heroic defenders of the Alamo 

were brutally massacred by Mexicans. They do not learn that the “heroic 

Six Flags Over Mid-America, St. Texans”—many of whom had only recently come to Texas—were slave-traders, 
Louis, Missouri, features a ride called Slave owners, land speculators and Indian killers. Bowie made a fortune selling 
“Injun Joe’s Cave” based on Tom  $laves in Louisiana; Crockett killed Indians in Florida and boasted that he ate 
Sawyer. The high point is when chil- Potatoes fried in fat from Indian bodies; Travis let a slave be condemned to 

dren are terrified by a bigger-than-life eath for a crime that he himself had committed and then abandoned his wife 
figure of a “wild, fearsome savage” 7d children and fled to Texas. (The “servant” who supposedly was the only 
lurching out of the dark. survivor of the Alamo battle was actually one of Travis’ slaves.) Some heros. 

Last but not least, Davy Crockett—who supposedly “fought to his death like a 

Six Flags Over Georgia (Atlanta) tiger,” killing Mexicans with his bare hands—was one of seven who surren- 

features a boat ride through “Injun dered at the end of the battle and were later executed. 

country.” Much of the trip is devoted 
to Indians shooting at passersby. 

tric currents to the feet of a live ~ «| ~~ — oS 
“The Dark Continent’? at Busch chicken, making it dance. Yet ae Ay 
Gardens, Florida. “Journey back a teachers bring school children from (ees, 4h. | 
hundred years ae S oars re at on ey bes ee hae exhibit 4% ; a *% a oS 
as you uncover the deepest secrets of “to see how the Chinese live.” Mee eee X oe. . 
darkest Africa” reads the promotional pee ae ae “4 
brochure. The park’s “exotic” por- Great Adventure in New Jersey. esl A Foe. - 
trayal of Africa focuses on such items The amusement park section includes a Au Wa, . ve , 4 
as a Moroccan bazaar and belly a gigantic “super teepee,” filled with PeMe p: As at a“ eae 
dancer, wild animals (including four souvenirs ‘ of the bow-and-plastic- ci ook yi “ 26 
Bengal tigers), rides like the Mon- arrow variety. It is billed as: “The ee if ae i, Se, . moo 
strous Mamba (snake) and places to largest teepee known to man (even (ie (MBit met eae 
“break bread with a friendly native.” JIndians).” Overheard in the souvenir § Gs i, a S| x a ‘se os 

See shop, a little white boy asking for an ff Baie co ee "a oe 
New York City’s Coney Island has a “Jndian hat.” A shooting-gallery fea. [Ji sia gg Steal Magi 
bigger-than-life figure of a “laughing” tures a mixture of “South Seas” and [Bue y P in | a4 . 
Gypsy woman, very fat with garish, “African jungle” stereotypes, com- [R= =~ = ne 
grotesque make-up. A machine emits plete with a white hunter inacanni- =~ . 4 == 5 
a continuous highly amplified sound pals pot, a “witchdoctor” treating — — ae 
of raucous, shrill laughter. someone wearing a bone necklace __ msqesuaitll Sy 0 —_ 
The Chinat a ai and, for a dash of sexism, acaricature #y5s 08 | — 
The Chinatown Fair and Museum of a “sexy” Black woman hanging up a. — 
- oe eo isa ore wash that includes a coconut bra. 0 — i 
ourist attraction, conveying Asian mo 
American lifestyles in a “fortune- For their assistance with this article, The “super teepee” at New Jersey's 
cookie,” carnival fashion. A 25¢ piece the CIBC thanks Roni Branding, Sam Great Adventure is a souvenir shop 
will light up a huge papier-m&ché Ethridge, Ginny and Walter Hall, David filled with stereotypic items—bows 
dragon and make it look ferocious, Hansen, Bertha Jenkinson, Iris Rivera, and arrows, “Indian headdresses,” 
and another 25¢ piece will send elec- Ginlin Woo and Connie Young Yu. ete. 
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In the BOOKSHELF, a regular Bulletin 9 rtr— | Americans are savage will not be 
feature, all books that relate to minority _—rti‘“Céi™éCO—SOSCr—sSsSs disappointed by Ghost Fox. A reader 
themes are evaluated by members of i —=—=—er—seSeeSS @ who is open to the fact that the North 
the minority group depicted.—Editors. Bf = = = im = = = | astern Nations were also victims in 

| = | (P= 3 3~—S—sf_séthe French and Indian War will find 
|  £e  £=Mscouecicnce 

rll Love You When | | The book is full of direct compari- 
You’re More Like Me i. |_|] sons between white and Native Amer- 
by ME. K | f ‘fi  _4@j ican societies in which Native Ameri- 
Seat emer dl = a 6Wi ~~ shan culture always comes out on top. 
pare eo ae 7 | : | i § Sarah is involved romantically with $ = pages, grades 7-up i Ei i Bl Le | both a white indentured servant and 
High-school student Wallace Wither. 9 mmm § an Abnaki warrior whose family 
spoon, Jr., heir-apparent to director- |... cc owns her. Sarah and the reader come 
ship of funerals in Seaville, Long [| [> OS @REPEREEE © | to realize the difference in their atti- 

Island, and Sabra St. Amour, teenage [| Ja \a@ ef SOQPMMGalem 86 tudes toward her, the Abnaki being 

each other and through the other Ga | cruel, abusive way her father treated 

wildly overdrawn characters in this her mother. 
story. Nasty Harriet Hren has used However, the author seems ambi- 
“female” tactics to get herself en- E . . valent and his mixed messages some- A 5 ‘ven Sabra is laughed at andignored V: i 5 gamed ees Wally’s ay ae Svhenkite becomes Pia how different times oe prevalent ea no- 

cat sebtte moter Malane Se Sh, fom other teenagers in the Hon, There a many, oflenive 
Amour, is vicariously living out her C°™™unity. . the jacket shows a stereotypic fierce, b th hs Wally and Sabra share happy end. g oe Onto halecih 
own aborted stage career through Sa- ings, each taking active steps towards pee warkiors Un ace Deh eC 

po only in the first and last she spanuculaty fauure they year tor Silas] Pee gee i >. Charlie, in the meantime (although 

sharers, evr gregnt in Wall's pot hit y a car orohervse led of 
first chapter Lauralei calls a scream- fiction), ae es vee oe : 

ae ee oo oe forever in a small town where no gay Kid Power 
eyp on i ne 5 2 hes ee life-style is possible. So while we by Susan Beth Pfeffer, 
Sean ake: 8 ah ewists Oe ea o , finally have a book with a nice illustrated by Leigh Grant. | Es e e; Be = e ees ie Pa straight-boy, gay-boy friendship, the Franklin Watts, 1977, undertaker. oe Fi b ae lly’ future promises a sex life only to $5.90, 121 pages, grades 3-6 
reappears, delighted about Wally’s staight Wally. [Virginia Wilder] ; : 
decision to go to college and let Char- Daddy’s a labor lawyer and Mom’s a 
lie take over the family burial busi- recently unemployed social worker, 
ness. “Now,” she tells Wally, “if you which cuts the income of this subur- 
were only two feet taller and your ban family down a notch. Enterpris- 
name was Witherstein, you’d be per: Ghost Fox ing eleven-year-old Janie copes with 
fect!” ae 5 ies the PY James Houston. these straitened circumstances by 
Thus Lauralei spe me Ce THarcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1977, pone a sign in the local super- 
weight of the book’s title. The theme, $8.95, 302 pages, grades 9-up market: “Kid Power, no job too big or 
“Tl love you when you are more like : too small.” 
me,” is, however, bornejout by all In this tale set during the French and In no time she has more work than 
relationships except the one existing Indian War, seventeen-year-old Sarah she can handle and the new sign 
between Wally and Sabra. Sabra and Wells is stolen from a New Hampshire reads “Kid Power Agency” as Janie 
her mother are involved in a heavy, farm by a raiding party of Abnaki farms the jobs out, taking a ten per 
symbiotic relationship, each trying to working for the French. After a forced cent commission from her friends and 
be like the other and yet trying to march into Canada she faces death her sister who are now working as 
mold the other into her own image. by torture or life as a slave. part of Janie’s staff. Mom is so in- 
Wally is torn between his family’s _In telling Sarah’s story, Mr. Hous- spired by Janie’s success that she 
career expectation of him and hisown ton apparently intends the reader to stops job hunting and plans to organ- desire to pursue college. Charlie’s see that there was savagery on both ize an adult version of the business 
sexual preference gives rise to a bar- sides, but what you derive from the using Housewife Power. 
rage of bigotry, abuse and jibes from book depends on what you bring to it. It’s a cute story and Janie is an 
his parents, peers and neighbors. A person who believes that Native engaging hero. The black-and-white 
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line seabed neither add ae distract acteristic of children. This is an over- 
from its charm. However, this particu- sized, handsome book, splashed and oP err ; 
lar type of charm leaves this particu- sparkling with vivid and highly de- Cr ay to a 
lar reviewer wishing—wishing that tailed illustrations which capture the A Story of the Underground Railway 
either the social worker mother or the texture of fantasy yet remain realistic. Poe aad 
labor lawyer father or someone in the Don’t look for a knock ’em, sock Se a ee 
book would stop to point out that this ’em, adventure story with an explo- hummer tdrar oo — 
particular way of earning money sive climax. I Been There provides es 
could ONLY happen in a middle-class quiet, rainy day entertainment. [Em- }e— 
area where neighbors can afford to ily R. Moore] ae oS 
pay for catching runaway cats, walk- S —— a 
ing dogs, returning library books, etc.; PP oo c 
wishing that young readers would be i. we  .. 
urged to consider how an enterprising Runaway to Freedom: eG .. 
poor child, in a family in which unem- it - | _ . 
ployment of a parent meant real pov- A Story of the un we a 
erty, might maneuver to bring in . oo -— a 
money; wishing that relevant books Underground Railway oe a it 
were written about and for poor child- Hee ae ro . aw [ way Z| 

y rles Lilly. of “ <ee ren. [Lyla Hoffman] Harper © Row, 1975. ee) Vif a a 

$6.95, 156 pages, grades 4-8 TT hv ee 

This book is highly recommended. = eo “of _ a. ee 
| Been There Using the Underground Railway as a ee _— eS 
By CaroleHall, backdrop, the author tells an exciting : Lo iL a 

irate by Sammis McLean, O¥Y of wo Black slave gin! journey 
one Pen J. Calloway. Catherines, Canada. The narrative North and Canada in pre-Civil War 
$5.95, 32 Anes eondes psd begins with Julilly, a Virginia slave, America. 2 

Say : es being sold to a slave owner named The book is disconcertingly illus- 
Not only is a trip to outer space easier Riley in Mississippi. At the Riley trated by drawings which make all 
than the flick of a television dial, itis plantation she meets Liza, a slave Blacks look like 1970’s characters. 
a lot more fun and imaginative. If you disabled by a beating received when [B. R. Walters] 
don’t know anything about rocket she attempted to escape. 
ships, countdowns and_ astronaut Julilly and Liza discuss escaping 
training, the fun quadruples. and fleeing to the promised land of 

In I Been There the hero’s bound- Canada. Their chance for freedom Zanbanger 
less imagination provides fuel and comes when an abolitionist provides be RR knndson 
transportation for his trip. Once he them and two male slaves with an is ee ee Row 1977 
gets to outer space, he puts himself in escape plan. The girls disguise them- $6. aS 162 pages grades Tap 
dangerous predicaments. He even con- selves as boys and leave with the pres 4 
jures up a 19-foot gorilla-bat. What men. Riley’s men follow them, andthe Zanbanger is the story of a girl who is 
ensues is an amusing confrontation male slaves are captured. With cour- determined to play basketball for her 
and climax. age and strength, the girls continue high school. 
Although I Been There is basically their perilous trip and _ struggle Starting out on the girls’ varsity 

positive, there are several flaws. For against fatigue, hunger, the elements team—the Generalettes—Zan proves 
one, it is difficult to think, talk and and capture by Riley’s men. Along the _ to be too much for her physical educa- 
write about the hero because he way they meet brave Black and white tion teacher, Mrs. Butor, who wants 
doesn’t have a name. The most se. women and men “conductors” of the her team to look pretty and behave 
rious flaw occurs when the boy im- Railway who risk their lives so that _ like ladies. Zan is thrown off the team 
agines what he would do if the 19-foot enslaved people can be free. because of her aggressive basketball 
gorilla-bat attacked him: “I’d get a While the story is fictitious, techniques. She then asks the boys’ 
spear like an African chieftain and I’d Smucker draws on true stories of varsity coach, Mr. O’Hara, if she can 
put on my mean look, and I’d yell fugitive slaves and introduces real-life play with the Generals but is refused 
AAARRRGGGH!” So once again, ste- abolitionists Alexander Ross and Levi _ because of her sex. 
reotypes about mean, fierce “primi- Coffin into the narrative. Smucker Finally, Zan is persuaded by 
tive” Africans are reinforced. uses Julilly and Liza’s pilgrimage to her unlikely best friend—bespec- 

On the plus side, readers will iden- vividly describe to young readers the tacled, brilliant-but-clumsy Arthur 
tify with the hero because he fully mechanics and difficulties of the Un- Rinehart—to take her case to court. 
utilizes his imagination to enjoy him- derground Railway, which led thou- Rinehart’s dazzling performance as 
self. The language is earthy and char- sands of Blacks to freedom in the Zan’s attorney and the surprise tes- 
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timony of Coach O’Hara about Zan’s | iS TOY — tively and sensibly. Split literally and 
basketball skills win the case. Ev- “ge cc Exe Vien Te emotionally between her mother’s 
eryone is shocked. Zan joins the #= = #*Qy—> "SQ, | house and her father’s, Nixi earns to 
Generals and, predictably, turns out | _ i) a live happily in both. But most impor- 

to be a superstar, thus winning over -=— ss » = tantly, she achieves a self- 
the most sexist teammate. | 8&2 ot = S—S—Ssaarppreciation that permits her to live 

There are numerous flaws in this == | Ray per '[ ¢97@" ~—Ssihappily in her own house, the inner 
happy-ending anti-sexist tale. Mrs. i 1 i house of herself. [Virginia Wilder] 
Butor’s appearance and-overall ridic: == oe ee i 
ulous behavior are so overdrawn that | a _ | _ 
they weaken whatever slight credibil- = __ || Le ee Ke |= 

ity the story holds. Butor is portrayed _ la pei _ The People Shall 
as a very plump woman who thinks = | ae | _ d 
that girls should be frilly and femi- wk tt Continue 
nine at all times and that their locker ee 4 . . 

room should have vanity mirrors and __ agents Tees) i SUH by Sharol Graves ruffled curtains. She is the only adult “has Bock Press 
woman in the book, except for Zan’s (1461 Ninth Ave., 

a Sore San Francisco, Cal. 94122), 1977, 
Choractenner outage: drive and Still loved. After she begins to sort out $3.50, 23 pages, grades p.s-up. 
determination, Knudson has stereo- her feelings through emotionally in- The People Shall Continue is a small, 
typed all but one of the other members tense encounters with each parent, soft-bound book which takes on the 
of the girls’ varsity and the cheering Niki learns to be happy when she is enormous task of encompassing the 
squad as brainless boy worshipers. with her Daddy, with her Mommy, entire history of Native Americans. 

The author has chosen to name the and “most of all with me.” The story begins with a montage of 

high school “Robert E. Lee”? and has The sensitively realistic explana- creation stories. The author then in- 
called one of the opposing teams the tion of the divorce given to Niki by troduces the idea that “the People” 
“Redskins” (naturally, they play her parents will be easily understood _ lived in a variety of ways but shared a 
wearing “war paint”). The authorhas_ by a child reading or listening to the common knowledge—that we must 
previously written a book racist in its story. The illustrations reinforce the respect Mother Earth. The book then 
treatment of an Apache runner, soher message that these parents continue goes on to explain that different na- 
choices are not surprising. But sports- to love their child after the divorce by tions did not always get along, al- 

loving youngsters who read this book showing each parent holding and though the elders taught respect for 
will end up with a strong message comforting the sad, crying little girl. others. 
against sex-stereotyping great basket- Yet Niki’s inner turmoil is graphically The middle section covering history 
ball players. [Lorraine V. McNamara] ‘reflected in the predominance of red to the present is less successful. I 

in the illustrations and the red print realize that a great deal of Native 

of the text. American history is sad and humiliat- 
There is a subtle hint of sexism. ing, but it is reported too baldly in this 

: Niki “gets mad” when Mommy goes __ brief book. The gravity of the People’s 
Two Houses to Live In; _ out with another man, while Daddy’s 

1 . activities appear to be limited to mak- 
A Child’s-Eye View of ing Niki feel happy and loved. (This is ee 
Divorce statistically inaccurate; men are much 
by Barbara Shook Hazen, mere ely i date soon after divorce THE PEORLE SHALL . 

illustrated by Peggy Luks. I poe h — 
Human Science Press, 1978, s ae sae pence mals ae shores mde 

regre of words: - 
$6.95, unpaged, grades p.s-3 when Niki goes to a Chinese restau- . |  . 
How does a young child react to the rant, she eats “with funny things so $§/ /  —_ gif, 

divorce of her parents? Niki is fright- everyone got the giggles.” (Also, the ans he \ Si 
ened when her parents no longer seem conclusion—“Having divorced par- [ (a Wapal [° Mm 
to “like each other,” sad when they ents means pajamas both places and | 1 Ve Ae® ob j 
separate and anxious when in the getting two sets of birthday $= 2/\ —/ @ .-—R=©4 
presence of either. Each parent ex- presents’—does put an unfortunate JR. 24 c as = hh 
plains to Niki that sometimes grown- stress on the materialistic “benefits” ao Go M p>. fq 

ups are not as happy as they had that divorced children often get.) = ORHAN LS 
expected to be, and that “divorce” It must be concluded, however, that |, |. A 

“ . | rr cc CC > means that they are no longer mar- the theme of the story—“a child’s-eye a (| >? Pi 
ried. Each assures Niki that she is view of divorce”—is handled percep- _ - 2. 

tient itr ir ies ec 
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situation is not fully expressed. The ee 8 In Berkeley, Michael meets four 

book does, however, conclude in a : housemates—three feminists and Al, 

positive way, with the People once : who sells orange juice and cookies. As 
again joining forces, willing to share : the pleasantly humorous and offbeat 

their knowledge and history with oth- : cS : story progresses, it becomes increas- 

ers. saat ingly clear that Michael is hardly 

The book is to be commended for °, v 16 more than a vehicle for the author’s 
several reasons. First, it refers to VOICES commentary on social issues. On the 
Native Americans by their chosen {¢ JBI surface, that commentary appears to 
name, “the People.” It also gives a in the be feminist and “hip,” but the essen- 
hint of various creation stories, a bit : tial messages are quite conventional. 
of insight into how the great battle : WIND Despite all the book’s precocious 

leaders came to be, and it touches on : talk of sex, the celebration of Mi- 

reservation life and on attempts at chael’s first menstrual period, grand- 
assimilation. The book is vividly illus. = : mother’s shock at the free life in. 

trated, and although all the faces are - ree om the author ake it 
similar, different styles of dress are _ [ENT clear that: 1) Mom was deeply in love 

depicted. This is a good book for all ‘CENTRAL and SOUTH AMERICA LEGENDS with Michael’s father and didn’t 
ages to get an idea of Native Ameri- it~ oy marry him because she was jilted; 2) 
can history; hopefully, the reader will : : I ul Mom has not slept with any man 

then search deeper. [Daphne Silas] stl Pi since Michael was born; 3) now that 
i ee Mom has fallen for Al, he will go back 
A to his profession of teaching school 

and will eventually marry Mom; and 

A . is : 4) feminists are likeable, but silly. 
Voices in the Wind: They are not sensible, like practical 

Central and to Atlantis. It seems that this example Monee F ee eee 
2 was influence i is one Black person in the 

South American Legends ogy. Overall, tae Bes ae book, a helpful gas station attendant. 

by Alex Whitney, and South American legends do re He “grins” twice. White people in the 
illustrated with photos. flect the unique qualities that are ook always seem to “smile.” And 
David McKay, 1976, indigenous to this hemisphere. what are we to make of the reason 
$5.95, 57 pages, grades 5-up [Donna Lovell] Mom is going to school? She is learn- 

i : ing Spanish so she can teach “Mexi- 
Alex Whitney has succeeded in com- cano” students. While the author im- 

piling a group of very interesting and plies this will be a blessing to the 
beautiful stories. So much attention children this reader suspects it may 

has been given to the Maya, Aztec How Far Is Berkeley? be the belated revenge of a gringo 
and Inca that other cultures tend to be by Helen Chetin. who was once spurned by a Mexican. 

overshadowed by the greatness of Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1977 [Virginia Wilder] 
those large civilizations. That’s why I $6.95, 122 pages, grades ee , 
am particularly pleased that the au- ea pages, er P 
thor has included stories from other “I just don’t understand you, Mar- 
cultures, particularly a story from the garet. . . . And now this house youre Bus Ride 
Chibcha of Colombia and Panama taking Michael into—a commune!” by N eli 
called “The Lost City of Gold.” “The Michael—a girl of twelve. wakes up ly acl Re Rat id Hirer 
Hunter Who Wanted Air,” supposedly to the angry voices of Mom and Har ated Dy one 

z i arper & Row, 1978, 
a legend representative of the Amerin- Grandma on the day she and her $5.95, 32 di 3 
dians of Guyana, Surinam and Brazil, mother are to leave Los Angeles to Fae Pages, grace De. 
is exquisite in its simplicity and its live in Berkeley. They are going be- Nervous Janie is sent by bus, by 
message—to achieve wisdom one cause Mom has given up her dead-end herself, at night, from New York City 
must first be honest with oneself—has job as a secretary to attend graduate to visit her grandfather in the coun- 
meaning even today. school. try. Her parents arrange for another 

However, I question the validity of | Twelve years before, Mom and Mi- traveler, “an old woman,” to sit with 

“The First Incas.” It tells of two guel, a Mexican student, had fallenin Janie. All goes well. Janie learns 
brothers who escape the destruction of love while in college and Michael was about buses and about friendly older 
Atlantis, swim to Peru and become conceived (born on Mom’s graduation women. Finis. Despite the nice warm 
the founders of the Inca empire. Al- day), but because of the pressure from black-and-white illustrations the book 
though I am familiar with at least two Miguel’s family, they had not mar- seems to be a pointless purchase 
legends of the first Inca, this was the ried. (Daughter Michael is named unless the buyer is planning to send a 
first time that I read one that referred after her father.) child on a solo trip. [Lyla Hoffman} 

La eee 
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ALA Conference Alerts .| i. | and uses every authority symbol to back 
REE SRR RORIS GER Pek to | up Boyd’s assertions. It is shocking that 

OVE te ee Oey ASSue Ol ne 2 i the ALA has misused its power to go this 
Bulletin, a major first step in imple- To i- | far in condoning and promoting racism. 
mentation of the clause of the ALA ff ®| = : F 3 3 
Racism and Sexism Awareness Reso- =| Lo | The committee is now actively in- 
lution mandating a model in-service fF | | __]] volved in trying to condemn this film 
program to provide racism and sex- fF | | * §j and urges the ALA to withdraw its 
ism awareness training to librarians fF 7 |e |] endorsement of the film. Those inter- 
will be taken this summer at the ALA i. |e | ested in working with the group 
annual conference in Chicago. The ff fia | _@ should contact: The Committee to 
Resolution had singled out ALA’s | © (Ub) i= | Defend Intellectual Honesty, 4188 
Library Administration Division a a —_ Brittany Drive, Ellicott City, Md. 
(LAD) to develop the model program, fF « 5 § | ¢ mm @ 21043. 
and the group will present the first ee | 
part of its program on racism June 25- i ese 1 
28. (The second part on sexism aware- fF _— * - "ec * | - aR rt on 
ness training will be given in 1979.) a 2=—r——OCShWmW_ Civil Rights | d 

Ho conduct theractuall training, LAD) | (42st: | eee ee occu 
has hired the firm of Richard O. A report entitled “The State of Civil 
Ulibarri Associates, operating out of Rights: 1977” has recently been issued 
the General Assistance Center at the registration/information person- by the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Weaver State College, Ogden, Utah. nel for the location of the suite or see Rights. This valuable study covers 
There will be two training sections the special SRRT newsletter issued employment, education, housing, 
(June 26-27 and June 27-28) of 75 just before the conference.) women’s rights and other areas. In 
trainees each. Applicants must be general, the report is not encouraging. 
willing to conduct similar workshops The section on employment, for exam- 
for librarians in their own communi- Maryland Student Group ple, begins as follows: 
ties. Those interested in attending are Protests “The Speaker” Developments affecting the employ- 
asked to write Mary A. Hall, Prince ment position of minorities and women 
George’s County Memorial Library, On March 28, the College of Library in 1977 were generally discouraging. 
6532 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, Md. and Information Services at the Uni- Although overall joblessness declined 

20782. versity of Maryland presented the | and employment increased during the 
While these positive steps are tak- American Library Association (ALA) Yea" the disparities between whites and 

ing place, the Intellectual Freedom film “The Speaker” to students, fa- minority groups persisted as minorities 

. : . . fs ? shared only marginally in the improve- Committee is still trying to move the culty and alumni. Black i th 
lock back. Having been rebuffed in I tion to the film and its show- inents. Black Unemployment Weert c : ‘ ee EECA COT y highest since the Second World War. The 

its attempt to have the Racism and ng, a student group, the Committee to persistent income gap between white 
Sexism | Awareness Resolution res- Defend Intellectual Honesty, was men as compared to minorities and 
cinded in its entirety, IfC—or rather formed. The group’s secretary, Susan _—_ women is another disturbing fact. 

the IFC majority—is now working to Coburn, notes “This committee is Copies of the report are available 
amend a part of it. Specifically, they composed, not of ‘oversensitive fy, iG ‘ fe noen om the Superintendent o jocu: 
want to water down the clause that Blacks’ {as IFC has labeled some aes . Bi dk : oe ments, U.S. Government Printing Of- 
calls on librarians “to raise the aware- protesters], but of white library stu- ; : : > i : fice, Washington, D.C. 20402. 
ness of library users to the pressing dents who are committed to ending 
provers ee ener ah ae ne racial discrimination in our profes- 
the grounds that this will change the sional sphere.” 
role of librarians from “neutrality” to The committee distributed the fol. Oh, Would That It Were! 
one of “advocacy.” Majority and mi- lowing petition at the film’s showing: The opening sentence of the section 
nority reports on this issue will be ine Geese ee _ on “People” in Learning (February, 
debated at the IFC meeting June 24 e Speaker’ is not a legitimate vehi- 1978) is: “Most new material put out 

fr ces . cle for the promotion of First Amend- : : . 
om noon to 4 P.M. This is a crucial by textbook publishers is relatively 3 : ment freedom, and you should know a i ” meeting, and Bulletin readers are gx actly what it is. It is a subtle racist {tee of racist and sexist stereotypes. 

urged to attend. propaganda film with the American Li- That is an extraordinary claim. The 
The program of the new SRRT Task brary Association’s name on it. In show- article goes on to quote an assistant 

Force on Tools for Consciousness- ing this film, the ALA and the Univer- professor at the University of San 
Raising, also announced in the last sity of Maryland have totally ignored the Francisco, Joan S. Hyman, as saying 
Bulletin, will be held June 28 from 9 criticism and position of the Black Li- the problem is that the schools aren’t 
A.M. to noon. Featured will be show- brarians Caucus of the ALA. This film 1s “keeping up” with the publishers, and 
ings of new anti-racist and anti-sexist ep nee heed ae and apple ies that racism and sexism are. being 
‘AV and print materials, some pre ©) et) taal lb cates anyone toibe s0 perpetuated because /achoolal arene : IBC will unpatriotic as to disagree with its mes- % 
pared by CIBC. (Note: The CIBC wi sage. What is the message? In an only DUYing enough new textbooks. The 
share a hospitality suite with SRRT thinly disguised manner, the film se @Ssistant professor, it turns out, is the 
at the Pick-Congress Hotel June 24-29. riously asks the viewer to believe that Dr. @uthor of a reading program for ele- 
Readers attending the ALA confer- Boyd’s racist theories are true. This film mentary school students. 
ence are invited to visit; please ask implores that the “truth” must be heard We can’t conceive of a statement 
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Ss junction with the Commission for | Bilin IE tion 
Wanted: Racial Justice of the United Church of dual Educate 
ranted: Classroom Christ and the Anti-Racism Project of | Continued from page 11 

Discussions of ERA Danbury, ee conference of 

In line with the recent state of emer- ‘tainer/consultants who provide | perspectives to counteract the domi- 
gency for the Equal Rights Amendment workshops on racism awareness. De- ea values then falls to the minority 
declared by the National Organization Signed to assess racism awareness | students themselves. 
for Women, CIBC is urging librarians ‘¥aining during the last ten years and | “Third, the tendency in existing bi- 
and teachers to bring the debate into ‘© chart new directions for the future, | j;,5ual materials is to compartmen- : the conferen held April 6-8 Oe eae me yea cere 
the classroom. For an up-coming Bul- mT crence Was ne pi near | talize knowledge. This prevents the 
letin, we are preparing a lesson plan Washington, D.C. ; student from integrating various as- 
and suggested classroom activities to | On April 13 Jane Califf spoke on pects of reality into a coherent world 
develop awareness, on both elementary Challenging < Stereotypes about | view. For minority groups in particu- 
and secondary grade levels, of the American Indians” at the annual | Jar this kind of presentation increases 
issues involved. One suggestion willbe conference of the New York State] feelings of powerlessness regarding 
that children examine whatever discre- Council for the Social Studies in New | the control of their environment. It is 
pancies may exist between what they York City. important that all students—and mi- 
learn in civics class about equal rights Albert V. Schwartz spoke to educa-| nority students in particular—have 
and what their parents and the local tors, teachers, librarians and adminis- | an integrated vision of the totality of 
community are doing to achieve equal- trators at a workshop sponsored by | society and of the interaction of its 
ity for women of all races. We ask our the Minnesota State Department of | social institutions. 
readers to share with us lesson plan Education. Dr. Schwartz spoke on Fourth, existing bilingual materials 
ideas for use in the fall Bulletin. Mean- Criteria for Detecting Racism and| ignore a group’s cultural and histori- 
while, an outstanding kit of materials Sexism in School Literature” at work-| <a] roots as well as its present reality. 
related to the ERA emergency is availa- shops held in Minneapolis and Moor- Understanding past oppression—and 
ble from: Emergency Project for Equal head. : how it influences and continues into 
Rights, NOW Legal Defense and Edu- CIBC President Beryle Banfield} the present—is crucial to  socio- 
cation Fund, 36 West 44 Street, New Poke to librarians on sexism in read-| cultural recuperation. Again, the ten- 
York, N.Y. 10036. aE ae mee 14 ae dency of existing curriculums to pre- 
este ee = or brarlans that was sponsored | sent information in a dislocated 
ae by the Institute of Minority Affairs,| manner forces minority students to 

pea oe nora establish the contemporary relevance 
sity. Dr. : eee ; more self-serving an d calculated to eee : is ! io Seen ane ae Sone historical factors on their 

bolster the interests of the publishing career women in administration; this inaliyernose cexisuinee materiale 
establishment, nor one, for that mat- Apyil 15 workshop was sponsored by | } b db: fe 
ter, that so flies in the face of reality. A tae ot eC r Ue cba reay Dy bre 2 : : the Department of Educational Ad-} sional personnel with a highly deve- 
It is one thing for Learning to quote a ministration, Teachers College. Dr.| joped aplandieaical ; 
professor’s assertion that textbooks Banfield also spoke on “Developing Cpe eae he and erie ee 
are suddenly free of bias, but fromthe Cyrriculum Materials to Combat Sex.| oan the estan Stroup, 1Or 

é : urricuium Materlais to Combat Sex-| whom the material is prepared. 
way the account is written, the maga- ism” at an April 18 session for| [deal] 
comes 5 C ally, such personnel should come 
aa itself appears to be making the teachers and curriculum developers in from the minority group itself, but 

ate out ee Niagara Falls, N.Y. that was spon-| even in such cases training is some- 
and dintirtioneis Giese te oon sored by the General Assistance Cen- times necessary to overcome negative 

slong’ eed a-eigee journal ae ter of Teachers College. _ self-images, stereotypes and misinfor- 
wcll ace io ee iene At the annual convention of the| mation that have been inculcated by 

y ; National Association for Bilingual-| the dominant group. In addition, class 
Bicultural Education, held in Puerto! biases are often an acute problem 

Rico, April 22-23, CIBC officer Car-| since those professionals recruited 
CIBC on the Road men Puigdollers spoke on “The Devel-| from minority groups often belong to 

It was like a CIBC reunion at the opment of Non-Sexist, Non-Racist | the middle class and bring with them 
recent workshop for Training Library Curriculum Materials for Bilingual] many misconceptions about their 
Specialists in Multi-Ethnic Heritage Education in the U.S.” own people—misconceptions origi- 

Programs, sponsored by Atlanta Uni- CIBC director Brad Chambers met | nally fostered by the dominant group. 

versity’s School of Library Science. in Geneva, Switzerland, April 24 and] Difficult as it might be to create 

Two of the four main speakers April 6- 25 with the staffs of the World Coun- | \such ideal bilingual curriculum mate- 

8 were CIBC officers, Mary Lou Byler cil of Churches Program Unit to Com- | rials, they would only be the first 

and Irma Garcia; the third, Ginlin bat Racism and the Program Unit of | step. Intensive work with teachers 

Woo, is working with CIBC to design Justice and Service to develop plans | and administrators would also be 

curriculum; and the fourth, Walter for an international conference on | needed, as would changes in teaching 

Dean Meyers, was CIBC’s first an- children’s trade and textbooks sche-| styles. The goal is human liberation 

nual contest winner (1968-69). Partici- duled for October 14-17 at Frankfurt, | in place of subordination. This will 

pants were library/media specialists Germany, with follow-up activities to | have implications not only for minor- 

from across the U.S. take place during the International | ity bilingual students, but for the 

The CIBC co-sponsored—in con-: Year of the Child 1979. entire educational system as well. 0 
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Ten Media Guidelines a i? | SE activities and organizations. The 

The guideli bel eared in | La ‘SZ \\. 8 FY women’s movement should be re- 
Pea eCW ween TGA edt Neel” / ie | IComotted as seriously as any other civil 
Media Watch iia the ew elcuen Of ee at |) Ge SO SOF xights movement; it should not be 

National | Citizens ae or | * > Ay made fun of, ridiculed, or belittled. 
Broadcasting, a = i 10. hl | ial , YC Just as the terms “Black libbers” or 
reprint them not only for t Ce nes ~ 9 - wr», 7 “Palestine libbers” are not used, the 

because of their applicability to i —ti‘<_iOC—C—sSs—sSsS used. Just as jokes at the expense of 
WRENNER, | mena Blacks are no longer made, jokes 

: ; | BRRGEZERE 3 == | should not be made at women’s ex- 
a oe eon ao ew a evr pense. The news of women should not 
Sere Bon ae Cee oe one | Gee aeee ee bee =6fCobe sensationalized. Too often news women in policymaking positions in § §REQ SERRE GSEG edia h rted flict 
proportion to their participation inthe 7 Ceca fave repo 4 conmich among, 
labor force. The media should make [be | women and ignored unity. Coverage 

: f women’s conferences is often 
special efforts to employ women who i easel lled “splits” 

knowledgeable about and imited solely to so-called “splits” or ere 35 ch : 1 fights. These same disputes at confer- 
BOs Omer e cl ete 7 . ences attended by men would be con- 

2. Women in media should be em- 6. Women’s bodies should not be ~. dered(aari Ges taeheie 
ployed at all job levels—and, in accor- used in an exploitive way to add “!@€Te¢ Serlous policy debates. 
dance with the law, should be paid irrelevant sexual interest in any med- Copies of these guidelines are also 

equally for work of equal value and be ium. This includes news and feature available in Spanish from the Office 
given equal opportunity for training coverage by both the press and tele- of Public Information, IWY Commis- 
and promotion. vision, movie and movie promotion, sion, Room 1004, Department of State 

3. The present definition of news “skin” magazines, and advertising Building, Washington, D.C. 20520. 
should be expanded to include more messages of all sorts. The public tends 
coverage of women’s activities, lo- to violate the individual integrity of 
cally, nationally, and internationally. all women. Films on Sexism and 
In addition, general news stories 7. The presentation of personal de- : 
should be reported to show their effect tails when irrelevant to a story—sex, Working-Class Women 
on women. For example, the impact of sexual preference, age, marital status, There are many films that deal with 
foreign aid on women in recipient physical appearance, dress, religious women and sexism. Very often, how- 
countries is often overlooked, asisthe or political orientation—should be ever, they present only the perspective 
effect of public transportation on eliminated for both women and men. and views of white and/or middle 

women’s mobility, safety, and ability 8. It is to be hoped that one day all class women. Listed below are three 
to take jobs. titles will be unnecessary. But in the films that we would recommend be- 

4. The media should make special, meantime, a person’s right to deter- cause they present important perspec- 
sustained efforts to seek out news of mine her (or his) own title should tives of working-class women—the 
women. Women now figure in less be respected without slurs or innuen- first and third focus on white women, 

than 10 per cent of the stories cur- does. If men are called Doctor or the second features a Black woman. 
rently defined as news. Reverend, the same titles should be The films are suitable for senior high 

5. Placement of news should be used for women. And a woman should school students and adults. 
decided by subject matter, not by sex. be able to choose Ms., Miss, or Mrs. “Janie’s Janie,” black and white, 25 
The practice of segregating material 9. Gender designations are a minutes, $25 + $3 handling for rental, 
thought to be of interest only to rapidly changing area of the lan- $250 purchase. Odeon Films Inc., P.O. 
women into certain sections of a guage, and a decision to use or not to Box 315, Franklin Lakes, N.J. 07417. 
newspaper or broadcast implies that use a specific word should be subject Janie tells of her struggle to become 
news of women is not real news. to periodic review. Terms incorpo- an independent woman. 
However, it is important to recognize rating gender reference should be “Mothers Are People,” color, 8 min- 
and offset an alarming trend wherein avoided. Use firefighter instead of utes, $15 rental. EDC Distribution 

such news, when no longer segre- fireman, business executive instead of Center, 39 Chapel St., Newton, Mass. 
gated, is not covered at all. Wherever businessman, letter carrier instead of 02160. A Black West Indian woman 
news of women is placed, it should be mailman. In addition, women, from at living in Canada talks about the 
treated with the same dignity, scope, least the age of 16, should be called racist and sexist discrimination she 
and accuracy as is news of men. women, not girls. And at no time has experienced 
Women’s activities should not be lo- should a female be referred to as “Would I Ever Like to Work,” color, 
cated in the last 30-60 seconds of a “broad,” “chick,” or the like. 9 minutes, $25 rental. EDC Distribu- 
broadcast or used as fillers in certain 10. Women’s activities and organi- tion Center, 39 Chapel St., Newton, 
sections or back pages of anewspaper zations should be treated with the Mass. 02160. A white Canadian wel- 
or magazine. same respect accorded men’s fare mother discusses her life. 
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art directors and book and magazine 

_ editors. Artists are invited to submit Ronald Dixon, whose work appears a their portfolios for consideration. above and below, is a free-lance illus- Bay trator. A graduate of the School of . . | Visual Arts, his work has been in var- . dee) _ = ious publications. Mr. Dixon can be S - j —. reached at 80 St. Marks Place, Apt. B1, eS ee Staten Island, N.Y. 10301; messages 
— — may be left at (212) 720-8147. 
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The Bulletin recently published an J === = = ~~ ~+~—__—«f_ ture, always the mothers. I am begin. 
article entitled “Australian Aborigines: | = = = ===+~—~—_J|_ ning to feel like the worst sort of one, 
author, Jim Gale, is presently in Eng- BB == = aven’t asked what a stepmother is 
land on sabbatical and has written the | ——i~ 9 yet. 
following letter.—Editors. | ot 

Dear CIBC: | | — | Peau eee . «“« . 
The Aboriginal situation in Australia J | a We welcome your article Racism and 
is not standing still while we reflect 1 at co the Teaching of Spanish [Bulletin, 
on it and write about it. Two events §| gg=ummt a | Vol. 8, No. 8]. Dr. Rose is we target 
have been reported recently in the a aw a when he Calls “Spanglish a put- 

British press: - LC oF a es ah a ue 
= ; I a panish spo ry - and second- 

(Mancheste) reports thet. “(Prine (es LJ] generation Puerto Ricans. in New 
Minister] Fraser moves to curb ra- fF  .-—=—s—rs—<Ssisizsn York City : The effect of a term such as 
cialism in Queensland.” The report _=—~——™s—e@m—eEOLLEe Spanglish” on the self-image of 
begins! “In an unprecedented move, | seewenao) Spanish-speaking people is indeed 

the Federal Government announced LETTERS harmful. 
yesterday that it would forcibly take ff  i&# i.e Inez Perez 

racialist government of the state of Fo | 2 Puerto Rican Educators Assn. 
Queensland. The move has followed  Uesmmmsmenmsssesmessseeceemmmmsmd! 80 Fifth Ave. 
an attempt by the Queensland author- We welcome letters for publication in New York, N.Y. 10011 
ities to assume administrative control the Bulletin, and unless advised to the 
of an isolated Aboriginal community contrary, we assume that all letters to 
which owns large bauxite deposits in the CIBC or Bulletin may be Dear CIBC: = 
Aurukun, in the North.” published.—Editors. My divorced son is contemplating 

Now this news is welcome if ae mi 3 sb ation overdue. It is something which the a-halt. e children’s books I know 
federal government was prapowere to 8, Nos. 6 & 7] under your Offensive f (or could locate) are in the Cinder- 
do by the referendum of 1967. Both Term list and your Preferred list (page ella class. Do you know of any books 
the Queensland and the federal gov- 5). I suppose that like so many other featuring GOOD stepmothers? If not, 
ernment want control of Aborigines people you may not consider cleft Shouldn’t someone produce such a 
because this will give them ultimate palate and cleft lip as serious enough 00k? 
control of the mineral deposits under to compete here or perhaps you had to Ralph G. Ledley 
some of the reserves. shorten the list somewhere, but it Chair 2 

2. March 20, 1978—the Age (Mel- concerns many of us daily. I believe 1 The City University Faculty Wel- 
bourne) reported that Fraser had in 600 in the U.S. [have a cleft fare Trustees 
agreed to a demand by the Queens- palate], except for certain groups of | New York City 
land premier, Bjelke-Petersen, that he Native Americans who have an Readers are asked to send us com- 
abolish the Aboriginal Land Fund incidence as high as 1 in 300 or those ments and/or recommendations.— 
Commission. The ALFC was set upas_ who, like my daughter from Southeast Editors. 
an independent statutory body (three Asia, have an incidence much higher. 
Aborigines and two whites, including Anyhow, I am tired of reading 

chairman Dr. Colin Rowley) by the “hare lip” everywhere, especially in Dear CIBC: 
Whitlam government and given $5 adoption forms. It is more disgusting I am writing to tell you how helpful I 
million a year to buy back land for to see my social worker (my child is find your publications in teaching 
Aborigines. Fraser gave it no money adopted) referring to her as hair history. In fact, they are the most 
in 1976-77 and only $750,000 last year. lipped. Now I myself have a hairy lip valuable teaching aids I have found. I 
The “functions” of the Commission as does my husband, so I can take distribute your statistics about racism 

will now be placed in the hands ofthe double offense, if you can see the in every class each semester, I used 
Aboriginal Affairs Department under humor here. Anyhow, please add this quotes from your book Stereotypes, 
the direct control of the Minister, Mr. to your list. This term is also in Distortions and Omissions in U.S. 
Viner. Henceforth decisions whether common use on insurance forms, History Textbooks as a mid-term in a 
or not to purchase land for Aboriginal where they are only just beginning to women’s history course and on Mon- 
groups will be a political one. treat it as more than a cosmetic day I will ask students in an introduc- 

Jim Gale problem. It involves speech produc- tory American history course to com- 
London tion and feeding problems as well as pare quotes from Your Mississippi 

the obvious social problems. Thanks. and Mississippi: Conflict and Change 
Susan Chew as part of their mid-term. 

Dear CIBC: Swansea, Mass. Dr. Emily K. Abel 
I am disappointed to note that my P.S. When are you going to refer to Department of History 
disability is not mentioned [in the the [stereotypes of] stepmothers? California State University 
special Bulletin on handicapism, Vol. Never stepfathers in children’s litera- at Long Beach 
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Understanding Institutional Racism 

A new film from 
the CIBC Racism oe oo 

s Dp and Sexism SE 2 
wy 2 jan! 

Resource Center ep 
ora eS 

: ‘ PEER EE + ‘ 
“Understanding _ Institu- era EB 

. . . tro ] 
tional Racism” includes a incgee 0 : 
sound/color 133 frame, : 
17-minute filmstrip plus’ 
discussion guide and Ped 

. . ° 4 curriculum kit. $32.50. | 
Send check or purchase Ss — 
order to CIBC Racism 

and Sexism Resource An explanation of why the practices and policies of institutions— 
Center, 1841 Broadway, rather than the attitudes of individuals—are the crucial factors in 
New York, N.Y. 10023. maintaining racial injustice in the United States. The narrators 

discuss affirmative action, the historic continuity of racism, and 
aspects of racism in churches and schools. Special emphasis is 
placed on institutions dealing with justice, jobs and housing. These 
three areas are examined in terms of their distributing unequal 

rewards to minorities and to whites. The ways in which well- 
meaning white people can participate—however unintentionally—in 
their institution’s racist practices also come under scrutiny. 

The accompanying curriculum kit includes a discussion guide and 

many group activities to reinforce learnings from the filmstrip and 
to lead the way towards planning for institutional change. The 

exercises can be useful in examining the practices and policies of 
any type of institution. Background reading materials, included in 

the kit, will help the facilitator in leading discussions. i 
The filmstrip and curriculum were prepared by experienced racism 

awareness trainers from the Council on Interracial Books for 
Children, the Institute for Education in Peace and Justice (of St. 
Louis), and the Division for Life and Mission of the American 
Lutheran Church. 

Useful for high school. or college classrooms and for church, 
community or business human-relations workshops or training 
events. The film is an ideal follow-up to “From Racism to 
Pluralism,” a filmstrip also produced by the CIBC. Both filmstrips 
are available for $32.50 each, or they may be purchased together for 

$50, a savings of $15. 
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