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REPORT.

To His Excnx.inncr, ArExANDER W. Rmﬁ.x.,
Governor of the State of Wisconsin.

Str:—In compliance with the requirements of law, and the
established usages of the State Agricultural Society, the Exec-
utive Committee would respectfully report:

That during the past year, nothing extraordinary has occur-
red within the range of the duties of said Society; as hitherto
its efforts have been mainly directed to the distribution of use-
ful seeds and plants, together with such information as was
available for their culture; to the offering of appropriate
premiums for the most successful culture of the various leading
crops; also premiums for the best essays and treatises on the
lugni:ubjeots of Agriculture, Horticulture, Rural Architec-
ture, &e. &c. But more particularly were the energies and
resources of the Society devoted to the preparation for, and
holding of the Annual Fair. - .

Among the seeds distributed by the Society during the past

year, none other has been so prominent or important as that of
the Chinese Sugar Cane (Sorgho Saccharattum ).

The promising success of this cane, so far as tried, during
the year of 1857, fully satisfied all who gave the subject attention,
that its careful and intelligent culture would befound not only
remunerative, but profitable, throughout most if not all of the
settled portions of the State. ‘ _

Therefore, for the purpose of promoting its more rapid dis-
sémination and culture, by the agric - masses of the
State, the Society obtained a considerable quantity of the seed,
from the regions south of us, where it had been more extensivel

cultivated and well ripened, and distributed it through th{
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agency of the members of the Society, the members of the
Legislature, and such other opportunities as presented. Fur-
ther, the Society offered liberal premiums for the best growths
of the cane, as well as for the best processes of manufacture
and production of molasses, syrup and sugar, therefrom.

The results of the foregoing efforts, so far as can be judged
at this early day, have fully equalled the anticipations of all
parties, and in fact exceeded them; and it is a well settled
opinion on the part of the Committee, that the experiment of
the culture and manufacture of the cane has been fairly and
fully tried, by thousands of the farmers of the State, and, so far
8s heard from, with nearly uniform and satisfactory success.
And not only has the fact of the practicability of its culture
,been well established, but, ghntl’: still more cor:lclu.sive and en-
couraging, a large amount of molasses, syrup and some common
sugar, has absolusely been made. In fact, good judges estimate
the saving to the State the present year, on account of these
productions, of over a hmdged thousand dollars; no insignifi-
cant item in times like the present. . - ; )

What is still farther gratifying in the matter, is the fact that
in all reasonably favorable cases, the seed of the cane ripened,

during the past season, amply for all purposes ofrelmtmﬁ' :
thuss_' gsh."’ R4 ot ’ will -

the important fact, that it can and
nsualliy ripen, except upon very unfavorable soil, or in unfa-
vorable seasons. ol ' :

The great and unimalquostion first of all to be asked and
answered in relation to it, « Will it pay,” is also pretty well
settled, even by the imperfect experiments already tried.” The
bulk of them go to show, that an ordinarily good soil will as
surely grow a good crop of it, as of Indian corn; and with but
a trifle, if any more hgor. And further, that'a goed ordinary
crop nllpdﬂ two hundred gallons of good syrup acre,
besides several tons of fodder and seed, g-on the surplus leaves
and tops of the stalks. [ 5y

The expérience already had, also shows that, even with the
imperfect machinery and information of the first experiments,
the cane has been grown and the syrup manufactured, at an
average e(?eme of not over twenty-five cents per gallon; being
a saving of at least one hpndred per cent. of what a similar
southern article would cost the merchants and the dealers of
the country delivered in store; and nearly twice that saving to
such consumers ﬁ Eroduoe it for their own use, and thereby
Tt St e G MR s fob it govple sk 1

Sory has dope this much for our le ““in the green
tree, what may we not ex mﬁqﬂryt‘% wﬁm&
results to our Btate, as well as to the whole North-West, are
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confidently ‘predicted for this new item of production, in the
futare, and that at no distant day. o — ,
In all probability there will be ten times the amount of it
culti the present year, that was during the past. 'Judg-
ing from the entire ‘success of many experiments of gamm%
the syrup into tolerable brown :ﬁ]‘r, no- reasomable doub
seems to exist, as to its being generally done, as easily as the
maple , with a little more experience of cultivation, grind-
ing and boiling, and with more suitable apparatus. That.our peo-
ple will soon be able to raise their entire sugar and melasses crop,
and mtyebe a surplus for ion, seems by no means im-
probable. The supplying of the home demand merely, will
prove a saving of some millions per annum to the -State, of
money kept at home and paid for home labor. i :
The seed of the Hungarian Grass ' (Millium), & foraﬁzaphm'
that has been attracting considerable attention for the last two-
years, in Iowa and other prairie districts, was “also_extensively
distributed over all parts of the State, last spring. 'What
o ietacd: i o ioerts haviag b
not as yet very well informed; only a‘few reports having
recoive{i in-g.ﬁon toit. Itis sq{dh‘wz;'mbly resemble
millet, except that it has more leaves, and makes much better
forage. It is said fo thrive exc,eed_in‘giy well upon the high and
dry prairies, espe¢ially in dry seasons, when timothy would
prove a failure. Its success 18 understood'to be owing to its’
iking'a deep root. The statements in relation to it, go to
show it matures in a ve;? short period, and yields from:
four to five tons per acre of hay and seed,—largely of the
latter; but it has to be annually sown. Another season will
do much in the way of deciding its' merits and adaptation to our-

wants. . |
The Committee also circulated s qmﬁlzl of Sweet Potatoes
(received as a present from a gentleman in Indisna) quite exten-
gively among the careful cultr for experit trial and
cultivation, and had ‘the satisfaetion of seeing ‘a fig¥ show of
wellfrmhbua\,iat)‘.he State Fair, asthe result of the effort;
olearly proving, (what was, tc be sure, parti hownba!bre,i
that they can be successfully cultivated in ample quantities, at

least for the of - and variety'smiong our people.
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proper to be done under  the -circumstances. After 4. careful
examination of their various specimens of wheat; and a full in-
quity in relation to the inseet depredations, and ' liabilities, he
came to the. conclnsion that i tions should be made at
least with great care, to avoid the introduction of néw species
of ‘destructive insects, the lubxholg of which seemed to him very

t. . A careful o¢ of the beat imens brought
romqqul,viﬂ.ﬂhemﬁ&mmmdry uuhopkdutelt:,

shows. but little if any superiority in the imported article;
pretty clearly establishing the incorrectness of the quite com-
mon notion, that ' our wheat , from cultivation, and
needs a frequent renewal from or |elsewhere, to sustain
its i ' :

. e Commiﬁmmﬁny&&éop%thﬁ ifd:yur -ﬁmersd -
more pains in sowing ‘clean seed 1 and we
it gl Yot vy i turns dark
colored from over-ripeness and exposure to storms, that as hand-
some club wheat can be grown for-an indefinite series of years
a8 is at first sown,—that the complaint of deterioration is more
from the faulty cultivation than from any lack in the soil.

The Cattle Show and Fair of the Society was held at
Madison during the first week of Qctober, and was, notwith-

the rather inclement weather, largely attended by the
sterling- classés of the people, ‘not only as exhibitors but as
spmmd ors. ‘Smm.:’o tmmd em uﬁm;l:sluhcl?md
products were - embracing er probably a better
show than was ever before made in our own, or any other State
not older than ours. The show of horses, neat stoek, sheep and
swine, were all of a high order and. quality, and reflected
muclicredituponh enterprise and  progressive spirit of our
peog e. _ : e
n the other hand, the labor-savi mhm:rg,bothforaign-
cultural and other purposes, ;ﬁ creditable to its invent-
ors and manufacturers, and indi & rapid progress in all the
labor-saving arts of this wonderfully progressive age. i3m0
Snmip oo syt et
epartments 8how, but proved rely we .
not only the climate and soil, f;:” the caltivators, that could pro-
duce the most complete and ample resalts. .

The fruit department .prn.ﬂhmhgiﬂltmdmg,the unfa-
vorable seagon, was hmd;aﬁ.ﬁlndl&&wmted. es- |
pecially with the most sterling of all fruit, the apple, in great
variety and profusion, and of a8 fair quality as any country can




* Fair,  displaying superior tactics, and'gaily enlivening the
Bcene. ' 101 I P4 b 9124 '

Altogether the occasion was one of extraordinary gratification
and usefulness to all parties, and passed off with the utmost

feeling in all respects, evidencing anew to ‘all’ observers,

t such agricultural jubilees are'a natural outgrowth of our
age and’ people, and % P to be emcouragéd and
fostei'dd’,;u schools of usefulness for the great masses of the

il doban s o eivbe 3i ¢ mad ol

' The want of permanent and wellfitted Fair Grounds for these
occasions is ngf:lt,' and is a source of large expenditure and
trouble annually in making the requisite provision, saying noth-
ing of the fact, that, at best, temporary arrangements but poorly
accommodate the interests and parties ‘concerned. If some
common central location could be agreed and settled upon, and
fitted permanently for thenefpurﬁmq, it would greatly simplify,
as well as diminish, the annual labors and expenditures of the
society. Until such permanent fitting is had, our agricultural
fairs will fall considerably short of ‘what they ought to be.

The Executive Committee would. express a wish' that the law
authorizing the collection of the annual statistics of the agrieul-
tuml_‘froducﬁont of the State,: should: ber continued, and so
nmenl ed, if need be, as to render its operation more certain and
complete.

The collecting of such annual reliable information of the

uantities of grain grown, of the various varieties; of the horses,

the stock and animals; of the increase or decrease, advancing
or retro ing, of the different interests, seems to them a mat-
ter of the first 3mportance, not only to our own people, but td
those looking this way from without the State };r a market in
which to buy or deal in our sta£le commercial products. When
once fully understood by the officers whose duty it is to collect
and embody such statistical facts, it would seem a simple duty
to perform, and one that needs entail but little additional ex-
pense upon the people.

The great importance of the wool-growing interests to the
State, and the commonly preva.i]in% opinion that the business of
sheep-keeping is to a considerable extent being abandoned
throc:ﬁhout e State, on account of the ravages of dogs, seems
to for enquiry, and, if well founded, for judicious legislation,
to arrest any retrograde movement of that kind.

In-addition to whatever may be required upon the foregoing
subjects in the way of legislation, the Executive Committee are
of the opinion that few things could or would be more accepta-
ble to the agricultural masses, than a large diminution in
amount of annual legislation and taxes. No sentiment or opinion
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geems to be more indelibly engraven tpon the publi¢ mind, than
that there is a great opportunity for réform mm re:;uoetl
May they not hope, the general pressure of hard times, and
the economy consequent thercon, to witness an improvement in
this direction? iogabi 3" ‘

. The ¢éopy for volumes eight and nine, for the years 1858 and
°59, of the transactions of the Soeiéty, will be properly prepared
for publication during the current ‘year, and can be put to press
if the Legislature deems it advisable to so order. The publi-
cation of these annusl volumes -of agrionltural reports has be-
* come an established practice in most of the le‘dmﬁ:fwultnml

States, and, when judiciously gotten 1p, are undoubtedly an
‘embodiment of much valuable information, that would, in no
other way equally effective, be brought before the minds of the
“masses of the people, [ Blpon goitaoo! s

~ The Executive Committee would receommend the publication
of such & volume, embracing the two past years, and ask the

statement of the fiscal affwirs of | the osiety, showing its
receipts and disbursements, will be found- ded hereto; and

full and complete vouchers will be found on file in this office for

‘ d}mitmlofmhmnt;_ﬂlof which is respectfully sub-
m - ) - P | g 4 i

o .

]



STATEMENT of the FiscaL Arramms of the WiscoxsiN Srars
AGRICULTURAL S0CIETY, for the year of 1858.
RECEIPTS

To balance over from 1857 .....ceeuveessesnrssansasnns $1,273 61
“ Btate B 0 -8 A s S 8,000 00

“ gross receipts from State Fair and lift and annual
T AR S i 6,328 04
o mmmﬁdlnnnbmipﬁm .................. 1,199 26

———§11.795 %0
EXPENDITURES.
ums for 1858, out of appropriation ........ $2,641 00
yﬁ;ﬁuﬁmm& ....... avasi 181 50
¢« Executive Committee expenses ..... cresscnrsee 880 75
f 4 office eXPenBes ... . ccciceiinecnanenaneans .. T 10
:: = eXpress OBATEeS.....coovsesreaseanns P :2
oL A RN s W
€ f oolaries...cccoccncscnsasressiivansassrnsnares 1,000 00
“ ¢ fitting Fair Grounds, all in all..eeeusreernrnnss 1,957 00
“ « WO oiins vnns R 7 847 28
- -il::.mamupmﬂﬂml‘drudduhl e
& il lowed sad anpeid o Docember 106h..... 726 18
¢ balance of cash on hand, .......... fass et stuan e 1,389 44
———$11,795 90
In behalf of the Executive Committee,
D. J. POWERS, Secretary.

State icultural Rooms
M&di"ﬁ, January 1, 1859. E
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