
728 State Street   |   Madison, Wisconsin 53706   |   library.wisc.edu

The Australian bee bulletin. Vol. 14, no. 11
February 28, 1906

West Maitland, N.S.W.: E. Tipper, February 28, 1906

https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/VECNQOG43FDOL8H

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NKC/1.0/

For information on re-use see:
http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Copyright

The libraries provide public access to a wide range of material, including online exhibits, digitized
collections, archival finding aids, our catalog, online articles, and a growing range of materials in many
media.

When possible, we provide rights information in catalog records, finding aids, and other metadata that
accompanies collections or items. However, it is always the user's obligation to evaluate copyright and
rights issues in light of their own use.



oristered at the General Post Office Sydney for transmission by post as a Se u 

+ MAK +¢HUStTRALIAN + 

ee DULCTIN. 
eerie 26 Bee ot 

A MONTHLY JOURNAL, DEVOTED TO BEE-KEEPING. 

Edited and Published by H. TIPPER, West Maitland ; Apiary, Willow Tree, NES 

Circulated in all the Australian Colonies, New Zealand, & Cape of Good Hope. — 

Vou. 14. No 11 FEBRUARY 28, 1906. Per Copy, 6p: 
Per Annum 5s, booked 68 6d, in Australasia, outside N.S. W., add 6d. postage 

47) YOUR HONEY WILL SELL BETTER 
ae i oo 

GuaRaNTeED : da Well Mode LEVER TOP TINS By 

NOTE That do not Leak. 
el i WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 

— Chown Bros. and Mulholland, Lid. — 

THOMAS STREET, ULTIMO, SYDNEY. 

oN PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION. 
a oe sp 

eee tt 

“MR. R. K. ALLPORT, Chuter-st., North Sydney, 
having given up the Manufacture of Hives, &c., : 

C.J. MANNING, on 
, LATE MANAGER FO. .R. K. ALLPORT, 

Has made arrangements for the use of the Up-to-date Machinery _ 

- in Chuter Street, & is prepared to execute orders as formerly, 

at Will be pleased to. quote Prices on Application. © 

 C. J. MANNING. Chuter-st., North Sydney.



. The Australian Bee Bulletin | Fenrvary 28, 1906. 

STANDARD WORKS. STANDARD QUEENS. 
Root's “ A.B.C: of Bee Culture,” latest, edition (1905) just arrived, 5s 4d; “‘ Langstroth Revised,” 

- ds 9d; “ A Modern Bee Farm,” 5s; “ Cook’s Manuel,” 5s 9d; “Scientific Queen Rearing,” 4s 10d; 
“The Honey Bee,” by Cowan, 3s 10d; * Quinby's New Bee Keeping, 5s 5d; “Rational Bee Keep- 
ing,’ by Dzierzon, 4s; ‘Advanced Bee Culture,” 2s 6d; “40 years Among the Bees,” 4s 11d; 
“Bees and Honey,” 4s 11d; “ How to Keep Bees,” by A. B. Comstock, 5s 6d.) All books post free. 
at above prices. Aus. agent for “< Gleanings in Bee Culture,” the finest bee joumal in existence. 
Twice a month and. only 5s 6d per annum, post free. Sample copy 2d. 

Don’t Miss this special offer: $ : 
_ ‘Gleanings for 12 months and the new A.B.C. for only 108, post free. Italian Queens, I have the ; 
finest of breeders on hand, and the best procurable to arrive. Let me book your orders now for coming * 
season: Wholesale orders.a specialty, and Queens ready any time. peak 14 

3 

.|—Cl LT. KL. VOR ES, 
| GOODNA, QUEENSLAND, 

HAVE ; 
eee | FOR SALE. — 
SEEN IT ? : ; sf x 

She feathered & Kennel ? ee seed Fenberthy's Apiary, 
c 6G x7 O { 1D a) is ” 

: KR x —— ELSMORE.—— _— 
tells you all about Poultry, Dogs, Pigeons,  _ mS es 

Canaries, reac Birds, Domestic Pets, &c. fe tar-MUSI BE SOLD. ‘ : 

s It Reports all the Leading Shows. CASH OR TERMS .=¢3q 

: Sppscl On i) per Tee Average Nev Iycome Very Hies, - Specimeh Copy forwarded anywhere. 

ublished by THE FANCIERS’ PUBLISHING C0., Address:—1. W. PENBERTHY, 2 
y 161 Crarence SrRErr, SypNEY, i : Esvorn, N.S.We ; f mo 

4 : AT THE » ; : 

Bee Bulletin Jerinting Works, 
WEST MAITLAND, N.S.W. 

Having one of the most complete Printing Plants outside Sydney we. 

“are prepared to execute any description of Printing at 5 

Peay - Reasonable Rates. i es



_ Fesevany 28, 1906. the Australian Bee Bulletin as 

» SEND > | You cannot do better than get: 
YOUR | your Printing done at the ‘“ Bee 

| Bulletin” Printing Office, Honey 

: VOLUMES | Labels a specialty... 97 

é EAS See TOU BEEKEERERS: va 

: Brel B 3 | ton HIGHEST PRICES and. PROMPT 
= 5 2 2 | ketone CONSIGN YOUR HONEY, 

To Us | WAX, Ete to ; : 

For BINDING. P. J. Moy & Co, 
DOA Pao eS i, 161 SUSSEX-STREET, : 

: SYD NEW cae 
- Be Post Paid for 3/6. | 

: < WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
The Farmer & Grazier | M®" J.B. KLINE, Guildiord, Sappume and 

{ i ARNE 3 retary of thi 
___ The Best Illustrated | Wester Aisrralin Bessspae dating os 
Farmers Journal in Australia, | pion te ae Ue ee ae is” 

Ts 6d PER ANNUM. aul OT1set Si Nes ve Su seriptions ae s Nokes 

is J. TWOMEY & CO, as same. ene aes 

76 Pirr Street, ki poe 
: ‘ if SYDNEY, | ; % SAAC Bux Bourse.’ 

NOTICE. @ HONEY LABELS. 
‘ HOULD any beekeeper have a doubt of Our facilities for doing all kinds of 

tS) the genuineness of any honey sold in his | Honey-label work in one or mere: 

ea eee ee } i colors are the best and we do it 

to be analysed, and take procceedings if x cheaply. —.-—. es 4 

necessary, < i A.B. BULLETIN, 

| (@ Have you seen the last copy mm, 

of Fam ge ecg E =H 3 Be _ + Martin’s “Home & Farm.” 
; lf not, SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY! ei 

«= SUBSCRIPTION Only 2/6 a year in N.S.W. Other Colonies Ge. 

- {it Is for every Farmer, Orchardist, Gardener, Maize Grower, Dairyman, 

; Stock Breeder, Poultry Keeper, Bee Keeper, Gountry . 

: and Suburban Resident. ae Eee 

(= The Paper for every Farm and eviry Home throughout. Australia, 

ae “Home & Farm” Publishing Goy., 161 Clarence St., Sydney, NS.W.



\ Lhe 5 epee Ricetny : i 
the Australian Bee Bulletin. Feprvary 28, 1906. 

‘a i t Hi . ie 

The New Zealand |armer, a Australian Pastoralist, ; 
READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL- oe sia ee ad ee ee 

TURAL JOURNAL. PUBLISHED MONTHLY- 

It is practically the hand book of the New Price, 8s Per Annum. 

ob lend A eucoMaiNt, \Confains all the leading Pastoral Intelligence. 
Lt keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer’s 

aay requirements, enabling him to utilise al) VAddress Orders— 
modern advantages within his reach. | $ 

The subjects dealt-with cover the whole field | P.O., Woolloongabba, 
of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura: pur- BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND, 
suits, and the legislation affecting these several | (cc: smmesmnieremmsnerencestenenieeeemenems 

‘industries. Its columns contain thoroughly 
practical as well as scientific information upon ‘ 
all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the Q U E E. N Ss : 
Cultivation of Crops, Stock Breeding, and Man- | : mit 
agemedt of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in aly 
health and disease ; Dairy Methods upon im- a z : 

“proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, cneldaing One, 3s ) 3, 7s 6d > 8, &i, 
the Suppression of Orchard Pests ; Peale | 
‘Rearing, Special Industries, cte., etc., besides | Bred from Imported Stock. 
critical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations | 
from every farming centre in the colony. | R. H. JERVIS, 

| The ‘“‘New Zealand Farmer’”’ is the only paper 
in the colony wholly devoted to the interests of Moss Vale. 
Farmers, Wool Growers, and Orchardists. | f meee 

4 epee anons Per annum, 12s 6d, posted in 
advance, 10s. B, 

- Send your Subscription through any Stationer IF YOU KEEP FOWLS, 
or direct to the ——Yov SHOULD READ—— 

EDEUISHUSG Orrice, Fort-sr., Avoxrayp | Che Australian Xen. 

t Ree nae |THE LEADING POULTRY PAPER 

‘ S Ey i a AMERICAN | ee IN AUSTRALIA. 
(1) ——):0:(—— poe | i 
Sy ) ) ‘| Send for a sample copy (a post card will do) 
Nii BRED which will be iailed free by return, f you 

j A) mention this journal. 
Ath i ¥ Q -—)!0:(—— 

a Ae UEENS. Address THE MANAGER, 
if Gig ‘The Australian Hen,”’ 

eae 724 George-~treet, Sydney, : 

My Golden Strain are not Excelled for Beauty (|__| 
: or, Honey Gatherers: FANCIERS AND BREEDERS OF + 
hs ‘Tested iigeane ie vs ‘S250 cas | POULTRY, ea AND CAGE 

Untested Queens. i.) 81.60.e,' | Should Read the : 

SAH ARRIVAL GUARANTERD. W. A. Fanciers’ Journal 
z AND 

Practical Poultry Keeper. 
ay ‘ VW y. MIN ER, An Iilustrated Monthly Journal, 

Ht ne y end for Sample Copy, Free “aq 

RONDA, N.C., U.S.A. | Published at 17, Royal Arcade, Perth, W.A. 
\ AONERE ALESIS oI, ESP Rena in by ce ae 
Privted and Published by bk. Treeer, Proprietor, High Street, West Maitlanu, N.S.W.



po Registered ab the cones fast One Sytvep 
LD®, . : far Transmission through 

& are LACE f USTRALIA asta a Neuspager, 

a4 Gas ey eA eee a Nee re rae] ee: 

Se aN = AMontaty Journal CAS 
po Nr mtn, Devoted to Beekeeping — 
eee ae Oe Ci Anon Greulated thraughout tre Comrmanwealth of 

fa Wee Austalia —flew Zevlland 2 Cape of bood Hope 

AACOLACACOAAIOCeCe Le SOCCER CONE CNEELEN IN UED ONEONTA ERE ATENEO, 
MAITLAND, N.S.W.—FEBRUARY 28, 1906. 

_aaaceceterererececererereraraereseleserererereCN CALE OIE N NR TERENN AAACN ASEH 

The following is the list of advertisers EDITORIALS. ea 

in our present issue, all of whom we The Dadants are said to manufacture 
would recommend our readers to pat- 751 tons of foundation per annum, 

ee In October last year £495 worth of 
: Sees Deal honey was imported into Great Britain. 

OP Se renee Paste vor Lasers. — Wheat flour 
C. J. Manning, Chuter-st., North Sydney. blended in cold water, then boiled, Have 
A. Hordern & Sons, Haymarket, Sydney. labels long enough for round tins, so 

John Rush, Mentone, Victoria they lep Over, 
og y : A good many think it is as well to leave 

' the matter of renewing queens entirely to 
Queen Raisers. the bees. Others prefer to take the mat- 

W, Abram, Bosra eee eae 
E. T. Penglase, Fernbank P.O., Gipps a a Me Sea 

land, Victoria. There is a great advantage of strips of 
R. H., Jervis, Moss Vale. wood, say similar to the bottom bar, 

WW. Mi Ronda, N.C., U.S.A. placed horizontally across the centre of 
Ba ahiiner, onde, frame. There is no trouble with boring 

‘ holes and stretching wires, which stretch 
Honey Tins. again when honey is being extracted. 

“Chown Bros. and Mullholland, Ltd, Get a cut the ae ee and a 
Thomas St., Ultimo, Sydney. DR roe ee Cae 

Miscellaneous. BRON oy case toe ai < 
Ba at avai endian Since coming to Burope I have been 

peg eonaor © Sons, Hayman ech oygney surprised at two things; First, the appa- 
W.J. & F. Barnes, 174 & 180 Alber ent scarcity of honey as an article of food 

Street, East Melbourne. and, second, at the high price which it 
H. L. Jones, Goodna, Queensland. brings in the market. 

7 As to the first point, let me say that I plo -st. : oe y 
P.3. Moy & po z é So anes have been in all the Brien Isles—Eng- 
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yet not in a single case, either at hotel or comb? What a boon it would be could 
pension, has honey been put before us. the world’s poor get these, and even bet- 
Several times I have called for it, only to ter rates on second-grade honey! I hope 
be told that there was none at hand. I our Associations, such as have been 
had been told that in Europe honey was organized in some of the States, as well f 
invariably a table article as is butter in as the National Association, will hammer 
America. _ True, this was said of Swit- away on this proposition till results come 
zerland, and as yet we have not feasted that will bless the producer and the con- 
at the boards of the Swiss. But so far as sumer alike, 
I have seen and tasted this incomparable I am also rather surprised to learn how 
sweet, the best of all the carbohydrate away behindthe European honey-producer 
foods is most marked by its scarcity inall is in the way he puts his honey into the 
Kuropean hostehies. Iwouldthathoney market. ‘The rank and file of those who * 
might be known and tasted, yea, freely hold the plough—all those who work in 
eaten by all who crave this delectable manual labour pursuits—read and study 
food. far less than do our farmers, orchardists, 

Again, honey is very high in all the and beekeepers. Their ways are away 
countries where I have visited. Iask for behind ours, and their methods are sur- 
it at the groceries, only to be told, in case prisingly not up-to-date. 
it 1s to be had at all, which very often it TBE nee cnn Dor Tina on ‘ 
is not, that it is, in Britain, from 3 to 1 a mae eee : 
shilling—that is, 18 to 25 cents per lb; I am surprised to find how few in 
in France and Belgium, a franc or more, Europe, especially in Britain, depend 
which is 20 cents; in Holland about the S0lely upon bees for their support. I am 
same, while here in Berlin it takes a told, by reliable authority, that only one 
mark (about 25 cents) to get a pound of Person in all the British Isles is exclusively 
comb honey. a beekeeper. It is said that he is con- 

Tt is unfortunate that our splendid stantly facing the ‘wolf at the door,” 
comb honey cannot reach the consumer at Yet there are hosts of small beekeepers, 
a price that he can afford to pay, even Who keep a fow bees. Thus the number 

though he be a labouring man, earning 0! bees is greater than in many sections 
his daily bread by the sweat of his brow. °! Our own country.--Amertcan Bee Jour- 

Such men are often—very often—God’s ”/. 
best servants, and so most deserving Hig  ——————————— 
best bounties. Surely, it ought to be the ot 
good work of our associations so to plan, ERE ee 5 eee 
that such wholesome food as honey shall ~~ i. Ca tek Seng 
reach the eater at a price that he can By A. OC. Miner. 
afford to pay, even though he be an BEESWAX, not old Old Beeswax. the 
humble member of society. butt of the village jokes, but the real 

If our associations could so plan that article is my theme, the jokes will be on 
enough of the middle men would be the jokers who have been loudly urging 
eliminated so that prices would remain the production of wax, but ignoring the 
within the reach of the day-labourer, a pains and pleasures of' the producer and 
great blessing would be wrought. I the cost of production. 3 
believe that the American beekeeper Wax produced from cappings and sold 
could live and thrive if extracted honey at 26 cents to 28 cents per pound less 
could always be sold at 6 cents per lb., freight charges may be profitable in a 
and comb honey at 10 cents per 1b. Can measure, but producing it from old combs 
we not fashion machinery that wil! carry by the common methads of melting and 
this to the table at a 50 percent. advance, skimming, or by pressure, spells loss in 
say 9 cents for extracted and 16 cents for big letters, Let us see how this occurs. .
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First we get a roaring fire in the kitchen any other machine. heretofore employed. 
stove, get a wax press in running order In presses and similar contrivances the 
and charged with a mile or so of cheese comb mass is compressed, and hence holds 
cloth. Next we begin to load it with a large amount of wax despite the press- 
comb. Oh, dear, there goes a piece on ure. In mere submergence or submerg- 
the stove and burns, and complaints are encé with agitation only a small portion 
heard as to the smell, At last it is load- of the wax is released, but with submerg- 
ed and pressure applied. Thunder! the~ ence and simultaneous disintegration, 
water is out. Saw itjustin time. Now agitation and pressure, all of the wax will 
we're off again, Phew! but it is hot be separated from the waste and secured. 
over this stove. Crash, slam, bang—! The new devise accomplishes all this. 
Oh, dear, I believe I have broken my It consists of two cans, one within the 
arm. No, I guess its all right. I didn’t other. The outer can, has a conical 
think that box was so weak. Well here cover with an outlet pipe for the wax, 
goes again. Now let’s open up and claw a faucet for the withdrawal of water 
over the slumgum. Great Scot, how the and an inlet for water. Through 
stuff scalds. After three or four hours the top of the conical covur passes the 
of such troubles we find we have five to shaft which moves the inner mechanism, 
ten pounds of wax, which after remelting The inner can has a perforated bottom 
and running into cakes will be worthfrom and top, the latter being removable. 
1,50dol. to ddol. Within this can and attached to it are 

Tneidentally we have filled the house parts of the grinding apparatus and 
with the steamy odor of dirty old combs, attached to the shaft which passes through 
have bedaubed thestove and kitchen with the middle of the can are corresponding 
wax and dirt, scalded our fingers, used parts. 
up a lot of fuel and upset the whole The method of operation is simple in 
family. Doesitpay? Whenone realizes the extreme, After removing both covers 
that despite all this fuss, labor and dis- hot water is poured in until the can is 
comfort only about half of the contained one-half to two-thirds full, Then comb 
wax is recovered, a feeling of disgust is is put in until the mass is up to the top 
apt to find such secure lodgment that of the can, then the covers are replaced, 
thereafter wax production will be neglect- hot water added through the funnel on 
ed altogether. All of thisis unnecessary; the cover, and as soon as the fluids reach 
for the production of beeswax may be the apex of the cone the wax begins to 
made both easy and profiitable if right flow out. The crank is then turned for a 
methods and implements are used. If few minutes, more water is added and 
we can produce more wax from the same more wax escapes. Where the water 
quantity of raw material, with the same appliances are convenient a small but, 
labor and in the same time, we make a steady steam of hot water may be allowed 
gain, or if we produce no more than be- to flow in and the wax will flow assteadily 
fore but with less expenditure of time out. When all of the wax has escaped, 
and labour we gain. If, however, we the faucet is opened, some of the water 
can double the present production and drawn off, covers removed, the inner can 
halve the time and labour, we make a (which contains all the refuse) is taken 
gain which expressed in figures is equal: out, emptied and returned to its place, 
to getting 75 cents to 1.00dol.a pound for and the process repeated. It will be ob- 
the present wax output of our apairy. served hat it is thus necessary to use but 
These results are accomplished by the a little fresh water with each change. 
use of a wax extractor recently put upon Furthermore it is not necessary to have 
the market. The device works on prin- the extractor on a stove. Whenibis used 
ciples different from those embodied in in the open air or in a cool or unheated
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room itis advantageous to have the ex- could never be used as a table articl 
tractor protected with a jacket or wrapp- there would be no objection to the latter 
mg of cloth or paper to conserve the heat.’ for such purposes. I once had a large 

The operation is rapid, there is no quantity of the dark rank honey, whichI 
heavy lifting, no working overa hotstove sold to a baker who used it to make 
no clawing over of scalding slumgum, no honey-cakes, and raised no objection to 
danger of fire from spilt wax, no boiling it. Indeed, I ate of the cakes myself, 
out of water and consequent melting out and found them excellent. 
of the can and no straining at a press. While it is is true that the insects 
The slop and dirt in the kitchen is dis- which secrete honey-dew are a great pest 
pensed with, much tothe gratification of to vegetation, yet they are often too few 
the good wite and to the ensuing peace in numbers to affect seriously the plant 
and comfort of the home. or fruitfulness of the trees and vines. 

The invention of this wax extractor Yet it must be said that both families of 
marks a new erain wax production, and these insects multiply with great rapidity 
itsextended use should greatly increase and thus their presence is usually a me- 
the wax output of the country.—Amerran nace to the plants that harbor them, I 
Beekeeper. have seen, however, evergreen trees coy- 

Providence, R. I., Nov. 6, 1905. ered with honey-dew, and thus thick with 
CAS el See ieee ea plant-lice, and yet the trees were o in 

best of vigor, and were well loaded wit 
HONEY-DEW. Sea cones, 

In a recent foreign journal I find this In almost all cases of honey-dew the 
statement: Honey-dew isabundantwhen leaves and twigs become very black. 
the fruit is scarce, and the tree on the ‘This black substance is usually referred 
decline. This would lead one to believe toassmut. It is really a fungus that 
there is still need of more knowledge re- attacks and feeds upon, if we may use 
garding honey-dew. While honey-dew that term, the honey-dew. In California 
may be occasionally a secretion from the it is often necessary to wash oranges and 
plant itself, and possibly an exudation, lemons because of the presence of this 
yet practically it is always a secretion smut. In fact, the worst insect-pests 
from insects, either plant-lice or scale in- in California are  scale-insects. A 

_ sects. It no doubt serves them a good great many thousands of dollars have 
purpose. They secrete this to attract been expended in fighting them, 
wasps and bees, which insects are fond of There is one more thing that will in- 
the honey-dew, and are quick to ap- terest all our readers. It is this, that we 
propriate it, as the insects scatter it upon have found insects in several cases that 
leaf or twig. ‘The presence of the wasps feed upon these scale-pests, and by im- 
and bees serves to repel the birds, for porting them into our orchards, we have 
birds do not work with pleasure where been saved the further expense of fight- 
wasps and beesabound. Unless they were ing the scale-pests. In two cases such 
thus kept away they would feed uponthe importation of such beneficial insects to 
alphids, or scale-insects. feed upon and destroy our insect onemies 

The honey-dew from seale-insects is al- has been of tremendous importance. I 
most always daik in color and rank in refer to the vedalia, a lady bird beetle 
flavor ; therefore it can never make good from Australia, which has entirely over- 
honey. On the other hand, that secreted come the white or cottony cushion scale, 
by aphids, or plant-lice, is often very de- an insect that ssemed destined to wipe 
hicious, and honey from the same would profitable orange culture from our State; 
be pronounced by the epicure as of best and the other is the scutellista, a chalcid 
quality. I have never known better fly imported from South Africa, which, 
honey than that secured from this source. though very tiny, is fast exterminating 
Thus while the former honey-dew honey the terrible black scale which has robbed
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our orchardists of thousands of dollars to whole year was eight hundred and seventy 

hold it in check and save their trees and six. The average during the best laying 
fruit.—Professor Cook in Gleanings. season, one thousand seven hundred and 

_____ sixty daily. As atthe beginning and end 
of the season the colony contained ten 

DO BEES STORE WATER. thousand bees; three hundred thousand 

I was interested in a suggestion by the bees must have died during the year, and 

editor in the last Gueantyes, that bees of course as many were born. ‘That colony 
store water in the hive. I greatly doubt yielded one hundred and seventy-eight 
if this is true. I think the bees take the pounds of extracted honey from April 10 
water to use at once. In our own case, to August 8th. We thinks that in a lir- 

and with all animals, water remains but ger hive the re-ults both in egg-laying 
a very brief time in the alimentary canal. and surplus honey would have been 
Almost as soon as quaffed, it passes better. ‘his was in Palestine. 

through the walls of the alimentary tube _ A colony observed at Nice gave during 
to mingle with the blood. Who of ushas the heavy egg-laying term one thousand 
not proved this in his own experience? Seven hundred and ninety eggs, but the 
We are very thirsty, and feel that wecan Surplus was less than half that of the 
hardly drink too much water at the in- Palestine colony. 
stant; yet if we drivk but little, and wait Commenting on the above, the editor 
a moment the desire for more is gone, Says that he has often had reports of 

This brief time measures the passage of greater egg-laying than that, and thinks 
the water to the blood. How often is the that the mortality in bees is greater in 
same true of horses! They come to the warm countries than farther north, and 

drinking-trough very thirsty. Given an for that reason the egg-laying or rather, 
opportunity, they will drink enough to brood-rearing, cannot reach as great a 

. injure them, perhaps enough to prove development. He says that in Switzer- 
fatal. If, on the other hand, we give land colonies can be found having a popu- 

them a little and then in a few minutes Jation of seventy thousand to eighty thous- 
we offer them more, they refuse to take and bees and even more. A queenless 
it. Next, to oxygen, water is the great- swarm belonging to him hived the 24th 

est requisite of all the food elements. In of July had eight thousand bees on the 
bees, it is the medium, so to speak, that 22nd of November. In his locality (the 
carries all the others. No wonder that ¢ditor’s) the main crop lasts from two to 
the ever active industrious bee noeds four weeks, more or less interrupted by 
water, and so hies to pool or spring. 1208, yet one hundred pounds of surplus 

They sip the water, and it passes at once ate frequently obtained. With a honey 
to the blood. Our knowledge of the way Season as long as that of Palestine, one 
water acts with higher animals will con- hundred and seventy-eight pounds does 
vince us of this fact. It would also proye not seem to be so very big after all. 
poor economy for the bees to put this into La Revue Internationale.— American Bee- 

the cells whore it would at once mix with ever. 
#he honey, only to be evaporated later, § == — = 
Gleanings. SCENT IN BEES. 

gy Sy A beekeeper over two hundred years 
Strength of Colonies and Queens’ %8° wrote—‘‘ Those who make use of 

Caplcie jomatum and other scents, whether of 
D. y: hair powder or any other volatile perfume 

Ph. Baldenssperger thinks that but few would perhaps do well not to make too 
queens ever lay three thousand eggs a free with bees.” Butler, one hundred | 
day, and then only occasionally. The years earlier, wrote “ Thou must not he 
average daily number laid during the unchaste, unclean, smelling of sweat, have
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_a stinking breath, not given to drunken- small passage, and continuing your hos- 
ness, not puffing or blowing, and not act- tility against wasps and other robbing in- 
ing violently.” ‘The first of these require- sects. 
ments is curiously supported by | the October and November.— Blank. 
Koran, wherein we read, “No guiltyhand December.—Now feed your weak stocks. 
should he allowed to touch a hive.” M. Zvelyn’s Diary, about 1650, 
Maeterlinck draws attention to the com- (Reverse these months for Australia.) 
mon belief that they “cannot endure the © =—=———————— 
approach of the unchaste,” but attributes A BLIND MAN’S PETS. 
these antipathies to the fact that ‘‘ Don Three miles from Farmington, Mich, 
Juan uses these perfumes more than does lives Henry Wixom, 70 years old, one of 
the virtuous man,(and hence the rancour the most remarkable blind men in the 

fot the jealous bees und the legend that United States. He lives all alone, with 
_ ayenges virtues as jealous as oe It the exception of a cat, rats, and bees, in 
‘is a fact that many ancient writerséndow what 75 years ago was known as Wixom’s 
these vestal virgins with an instinct cap- Inn, the first inn built in Michigan out- 
able of detecting and venting their wrath side of Detroit. Although unable to tell 
on the uncha-te! the brightest day from the darkest night, 

An old bee Calender.—January : Turn Henry Wixom owns 50 hives of bees, and 
up your hives and sprinkle them with a supports himself by the industry. 
little warm sugar and sweet wort. Do it The old blind man is always accompa- 
dexterousl; ; nied by a great tom cat, thatis as remark- 

February.—Half open your passages able as its master. ‘This cat has been 
for the bees now, or a little before (if trained like a dog, and is always at Wix- 
weather invite), hut continue to feed weak om’s heels, At times the old man goes 
stocks, astray, and when he does the cat finds the 

March.—By this time your bees si#. path and sets up a peculiar yowling, 
Keep them close night and morning, if which brings its master to his bearings 
the weather prove unkind. again. If it were not for this faithful cat, 

April. —Open your bee-hives, for now Wixom would not be able to hive half of 
they hatch. Look carefully to them, and his “swarming”? bees. 
prepare your hives, etc. ‘Whenever the cat finds a swarm it will 

_ May.— Now set your beesat fullliberty; go to the blind man and run to and fro, 
look out often and expect swarms. mewing. This summer a young hive 

June. ~ Look to your bees for swarms went nearly a quarter of a mile from the 
and casts, and begin to destroy insects inn before swarming, but the cat heard 
with hoops (?), canes, and tempting baits. the bees, and led its master to them. 

July.— Now begin to straiten the en- When Wixom locates a swarm he hives 
trances of your bees, and help them to it with his naked hands, 
kill the drones it you observe too many, Wixom has bees, rats, mice, and his 

_ setting the new invented glasses of beer cat for companions at his dinner table. 
mingled with honey to entice the flies, During the months of summer he has a 
wasps, etc., which want your stores. platter filled with syrup in the centre of 

August.—Now vendimiate and take his table, and through the open windows 
your bees towards the end of this month, and doors come bees to dine with him. 
unless you see cause, by reason of the The big catsits on the edge of the téble 
weather, or seasen, to defer it until mid- near him, ‘This animal has been taught 
September: if your stock be very light to leaye rats and mice alone, and so over- 
and weak, begin the earlier. run is the old inn with these creatures 

September. --No longer defer now the that the blind man is compelled to keep 
taking of your bees, straitening the en- all of his possessions, even to clothing, in 
trances to such hives as you leave to a tin-lined closets, Big rats will come and
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nibble out of the old man’s hands, and BLESSED ARE YE THAT FAIL. 
often while dozing before the fire he holds Sometimes I’ve wished we might these words 
a mouse or two snuggled in his hands. enroll, ft 
‘Wixom devotes much of his time to the pees ube pages of Gone Holy eee aoe 

training of his pets. He has two red nen, nee. Ing pO yy each d TSCOUra ee soul, 

squirrels, that turn a wheel he has made cond aopy pe GG eo ) es Blessed are ye that fail. 
for them, and who visit him every day. Tor nGns fail Guloss eee Acae snes va 
from their homeina bigoaknearthe house 1; yo qe! toils all night Pind an ne Gees 
He has trained a number of mice to do take, none ef f 
little tricks, but has never succeeded in Whose neart with dark despair is keenly riven; | 
accomplishing anything with his rat And so I wish ’twas written for his sake— a 
friends. But the blind man’s greatest * Blessed are ye that tail.” i 
success has been with his cat. Atacer- Is it not written? Not these words we find, ; 
tain word from its master this big Tom fe in ods socene ead the pret oe 

ie ee i eo He treasures up the motive of the mind, 
iy een up its head and sing in the And blesses as the will within us wrought ge 
ae 0 a cree imaginable, and some- Tho’ outwardly we fail. if 
imes so loudly that it can be heard by Grist came to heal our broken-heartedness ; ~ 

passers-by in the road eight or 10 rods And who so sore as he who toils in vain ? 10 
from the inn. While “ singing’’ the cat Whose best endeavors seldom meet success, 
lashes its tail. * ’en tho’ he try, and try, and try again ? it 

Then blessed yet that fail. 4 

Ti Se ae blessed, for the very thriving leads & 
POETRY. The zealous soul into the realm of loss, 

ETRY, Made holy by the One whose loving deeds 
The following beautiful poetry was Seemed to have ended on the cruel cross. 

written by the Rev. L. L. Langstroth eo Bieeeedye cued earl Mf 
just before his death, and sent by him to Glo ie ee yas oeo) Ie te oie succeed) Cena 2 For then we would not keep our lowly place, 

: And so He lets us feel our constant need a 
TO MY WIFE IN HEAVEN. Of his supplies of patience and of grace— ft 

7 i ‘Thus blessing those who fail. 
Wife of my youth—I dream of thee, Ty : F ee cial foeia hen, weary one, look not upon the main, {+ 

ao gee And mourn the wreck of all your toil and 
T hold in mine thy trusting hand— Tr aa " ‘ oe Se ee OT a ne 

Hail ! happy marriage morn. Tho haven safely, and are wsleomed there 
To God we vow our glad “I will”— Blessed are ye that fail. (sine 

Thy soft, responsive voice— Sister Ruts. 
Of twain made one by wedded bands— American Bee Journal. 2 

And I, with thee, rejoice. ae ie Ian 
Sweet, loving wife—God’s gracious gift— i Paxeve E 3 “ 

i eee ihon lay BoE p There is, in Geanings, a method of 
This plighted hand I’ll closer clasp — hiving bees with alooking-glass. A Mr. 

Dear Lord! I wake alone. Suppe says his folks can, by reflecting’ 
Ah! silent lips, whose law of love the light on the swarming bees, lead the ~ 

So gently swayed my will, bees to a particular spot, either to the’ 
When trusting in thee, heart to heart, entrance of the hive they wish them to 

We were united still. go into, or on to a low bush, or even _ 
Weeping lasts but a night, dear wife ; weeds, so that the swarm can be easily ‘ 

Joy cometh with the light: < zi -. % & 3 £ 
But for a moment darkened days, nie a a : 4 acide aoe a0 

‘Then where there is no night. eee (2 ek Le eh Ou 24 in. by’ 
Pen eearenl a ee 20 in. sized mirrors are the sizes he uses), ~ 

2 uevineaand ania acer 2 should have a slow but constant motion © 

Soul knit to soul by Heavenly bands on the swarming bees to lead them to 
While lengthening ages last. the desired spot, t
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PRICES OF HONEY. FOR SALE. 
Maitland Mereury.-Honey, 14d to 2d. —_——— 

per lb. Small tins 1/9 to 2/-. MM WELL-KNOWN APIARY AT 
: ; CLEAR CREEK. 

Melbourne Australassan.—Honey. — The JOSIAH E. TAYLOR 
market continues unchanged. Prime = 5 
Boneveis worth sds choice lots fetching, peer re rere ee 
8id. Cloudy and dark lots are quoted 
at 2d. Beeswax is unaltered 1/14 to 1/2. HONEY. HONEY. 

Melbourne Leader.—Prime honey seems ee 

i ae much sought ee pre WW Bae open to SELL ON COMMISSION 
aa og a ae 2 ae ae a A FEW THOUSAND 60lb. TINS 
and for medium to good at from 2d to 23d. es 
Beeswax.—There is no fluctuation notice- ee 
able in the beeswax market, and buyers’ None But Best Samples Sold. 
offers kept to the same groove. Prime ‘ i 
clear realised 1/2 ; and paedatren to good, a ASSIS Cal end Secure EAE Hes es All 
little discoloured, from 1/- to 1/13d. 4 sea i 

8S. UM. Herald.—Honsy, 601b. tins, W. J. & F. BARNES, 
choice extracted 22d to 3d, good 234d, 174 & 180 ALBERT-STRERT, 
inferior 2d per lb. Beeswax —Dark 1/13, 
prime 1/2. EAST MELBOURNE. 

— fon 

HWONEY.— 
With shorter supplies the market has im- LONDON DIRECTORY 

proved, and 8d per lb. is now obtainable for a a 
really choice quality. Medium and inferior lots Co TAINING over 2,000 pages of condensed 
are still dull of sale from 14d to 23d per lb. commercial matter, enables enterprising 

traders throughout the Empire to keep in 
aves close touch with the trade of the Motherland 

BEESWAX. Besides being a complete commercial guide to 
Tn’ good demand, selling freely at 1/1 to London and its Suburbs, the London Directory 

1/2 per Ib. contains lists of :— 

ees 5 EXPORT MERCHANTS 
with the Goods they ship, and the Colonies 

- and Foreign markets they supply ; 

STEAMSHIP LINES 
COMMISSION AGENTS, arranged under the Ports to which they sail 

and indicating the approximate sailings ; 
¢ TREET ae Bee 725) SUSSEX S , PROVINCIAL APPENDIX 
Se SATION of Trade Notices of leading Manufacturers 

Merchants, etc., in the principal provincial 
PARMA te ie towns and industrial centres of the United 
For all you want in tne way of Kingdom. 

A copy of the 1905 edition will be forwaxded, 
i Fe | Ni i ij N G t freight paid, on receipt of Post Office Order 

= for £1. 

Try the THE LONDON DIRECTORY Co., Ltd., 
“ Australian Bee Bulletin” Printing Works, 25 Abchurch Lane, London, EC. 

West Maitland, N.S.W. England.
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VICTORIAN APIARISTS’ site in respect to which the application is 
made. Where there is no opposition 

ASSOCIATION. permits will be given for immediate occu- 
: pation. Licensees are not allowed to cul- 

BEE FARM REGULATIONS. tivate, except with the consent in writing 
Regulations for the conduct of bee of the Minister.—Leader. 

farms under the provisions of the Victor- The Regulations goyerning the Bee- 
ian Land Act Amendment Bill passed last Sections of the New Land Act as now 
session, have been approved by the Min- published, although they may not be 
ister for Lands (Mr. Murray). These exactly what we desired, are a compromise 

farms consist for the most part of excisions of the demands of beekeepers and the 
from arears held under lease from the contentions of occupiers of Crown Lands, 
Crown, and the regulations are, therefore, and are the best this Association could 
in the main directed to defining the rights Obtain after a protracted struggle against 
of the lessee and the bee farmer. The opposing influences. Mvery opportunity 
licence is issued for a period of seven of pressing the demands of our industry 
years, and no right of renewal is guaran- was availed of, and by judicious and per- 

teed. The bee farmer may make im- sistent effort, even up to the point of 

provements, but he does so at his own risking the withdrawal of all the bee 

risk, and is not entitled to compensation, clauses of the Land Act, a fairly satis- 
Stringent provisions are made against factory settlement of the question has 
the careless use of fire, and the licensee been arrived at. The amount of labour, 

is not allowed to keep adog. The licensee worry and time involved is known only 

is given the right of access to his holding to those on whom fell the task of piloting 
over the original lessee’s property, but he the negotiations, and reconciling the often 

is prohibited under penalties from leaving conflicting requests of various sections of 

gates open after passing through them, beekeepers, requests, in some instances, 
No individual, company, or corporation is made direct to the Department of Lands 
allowed to have more than three bee- without the knowledge of the officers of 
farms or bee ranges. The aggregate area this Association. “f 

of the bee farm licences must not exceed Ihave personally been confronted on 

ten acres, whilst a bee range consists of several occasions with communications to 

all the land within one mile of the apiary the Department of which I had no prey- 

site. The licensee has, however, no right ious knowledge, and which, to say the 
of entry to the one mile radius, which least, were at varisnce with what the 

refers only to the area over which the Central Association was asking. 

bees could have the use of the trees. At this point I may be permitted to re- 
Owners of apiaries on private lands ad- mind beekeepers that although this is a 

joining Crown lands may apply for bee democratic community, and humility is 
range licences, the rent of which is fixed not expected, no wise want of ordinary 

by the Act at a halfpenny per acre within politeness of expression prejudices the 
the mile radius. Areas included in the cause of the letter-writer. ! 
licenses can be transferred or sublet only Will members please note that all 
on the approval of the Minister ona pay- applications for bee-sites made up to 
ment of a fee of 10/-. Speaking gener- March 31st next will be considered as 

ally, the rent for a bee farm license will made simultaneously. After that date 
be 1/- per acre. All applications lodged priority will go with date when application 

on or before March 31st will be deemed was received. In undisputed cases per- | 

to have been simultaneously made. Forms mits for immediate occupation will be 
of application will be available at the issued, and applicants may therefore 

Lands Department. Applicants are re- avoid much delay by agreeing first . 

quested to furnish full particulars of the amongst themselves,
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I would also point out that although “Tn the case of the honey-bee, one 
the charge for a Bee Range license is }d. possible reason why no virulently poison- 
per acre, it isnot obligatory forthe holder ous honey reaches the hive may be that 
of a Bee Farm license to take out a Bee the insect foolish enough to collect any 
Range license if he cares to take the risk would probably die, as the so-called honey 
of getting a competitor for his pasture sack is really a stomach in which a pre- 
within two miles of his apiary. On the liminary digestive process proceeds. 
other hand, an apiarist on private land “This is proved by the polariscope, 
may take out a Bee Range license, secur- which shows that while the substance col- 
ing to him the exclusive use for adistance lected by bees is cane sugar, that stored 
of a mile of the bee pasture on adjoining in the hive cells is sacrometrically half 
Crown lands, although he himself does dextrose and half cane-sugar. Dextrose 
not require a Bee Farm, License. The is invert sugar, a coarse variety of which 
number of Sites and Bee Range licenses is the glucose of commerce. 
any one person may hold is three. ‘The “¥orager bees returning to the bee- 
amount payable as royalty for a radius of hive place the half-digested product known 
one mile at 3d per acre is about £4 3s. 9d. as honey in their store-room with other 
Application forms were not yet available honey. ‘This mixing would have the 
at time of writing this. effect of attenuating a poisoned load 

Any further information required will should such be brought in. 
be supplied to members on application to “Foraging bees never feed the queen 
me, and if not on hand will be obtained or young larve, but they give amouthful 
for them from the Department of Lands. or two to drones in passing. 

R. BEUHNE. “Tt is the business of a gang, distinct 
Jan. 8ist, 1906. for the time being, to cater for the food 
a ==. from the stores, submit it to the digestive 
THE QUEEN BEE AND POISON. Process referred to, after which it is re- 

ENS i stile’ gurgitated to supply the needs of the 
be ON DISCUSSION. queen and young larves. The attendants 

The following appeared in the Scventific on the queen are numerous, and cach 
American: — supplies only a minute quantity. 

- “The safeguards provided against the “The queen bee is so constituted that ~ 
administration of poison to the Empress her digestive system is capable of assim- 
of China are rudimentary, compared with lating only the prepared food or chyle. 
those which stand between queens of the She will die in a few hours on a comb 
honey bee and such a risk. Curiously containing honey, although kept at the 
enough, this is a phase of the internal temperature of the hive.” 
economy of the hee hive which appears ——s 
to have escaped observation. This produced the following comments 

“Tn a wasp’s nest, each forager on re- in The Modern Harmer and Busy Bee:— 
turning proceeds directly to the queen “The ‘pre-digestes’ theory is begin- 
and offers refreshments, consequently the ning to bear fruit, and we would think 
queen is sometimes destroyed by slowly that a little more of this so-called scientific 
acting poison. Further as regards wasps, nonsense would practically annihilate the 
it is observant that when any larvee not honey market. People are not apt to 
recently fed perceive the queen receiving take kindly to ‘pre-digested food’ or eat 
food, they become restless. If nearly it with a great deal of gusta. ‘The 
grown, they wag their heads in a sugges- honey sack is really a stomach in which 
tive way which plainly conveys a demand a preliminary digestive process proceeds.’ 
fora share. Hach forager, after feeding his is surely positive enough to satisfy 
the queen, gives the balance of her load the most enthusiastic advocate of the 
direct to the nurses. “pre-digested theory,’ and coming from
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such a source, will, no doubt, be widely temperature of 65 to 70 deg. F. The 
quoted, but it is none the less nonsense, unmated queens made the record of nearly 
and is far from being in harmony with 12 hours; none of the laying queens 
the real facts of the case. If one wants survived two-thirds of that time, some 
evidence of the lack of scientific accuracy expiring in less than 4 hours. 
in this article he will find it in the state- Now if a queen bee has been kept out 
ment that ‘the queen bee is soconstituted of the reach of any attendant bee for 24 
that her digestive system is capable of hours, alive on honey, my observations 
assimilating only the prepared food or would be upset, but until some specitic 
chyle,’ and that ‘she will die in a few statement on these lines be mde, 1 hold 
hours on a comb containing honey only.’ to the accuracy of my investig:tions on 
If we had not kept them on hon y and this point, and shall await with interest 
seen them lap it up of their own accord information as to the exact character of 
this might go, but if the other statements other experiments. 
are not any more accurate than this they | Inasmuch as everything stated in my 
are not worth the paper they are written note is impliedly challenged, I may add 
on. We are also told that there is a con- that the description of what goes on in a 
stant struggle to feed her majesty. We wasp’s nest is another piece of indepen- 
wonder where he learned this. he dentobservation. For years] have made 
editor of the Sceventyic American must a practice of securing several tree-wasp’s 
have been reading Maeterlinek, or worse nests, removing the outer covering and 
yet, Virgil. All of this reminds us of placing the comb in a glass case, where 
that old saying—‘ Better not know so the wasps could fly freely out-doors, and 
much than to know so much that is not their moyements could conveniently be 
BO, watched. 

Sea J. M. Griuuezs. 
A reply appeared in the Sezentific Amer- Drumcondra, Ireland, October 18, 1905. 

tcan as follows :— = 
To the Editor of the Secentifie American. This publication led to the following 
The article entitled “Precautions correspondence :— 

against Poisoning the Queen Bee” which Providence, R.I., U.8.A., 
I wrote for the Scientifie American has November 6th, 1905. 
called forth a reply from the editor of an Mr. J. M. Gillies, i 
agricultural paper, in which the accuracy Drumcondra, Ireland. 
of my statements is questioned. The Dear Srr,—My attention has just been 
article in question summarizes the results called to your letter in a receny number 
of many experiments conducted by myself. of the Scventifie American on the impos- 

I do not profess to be superior to,mis- sibility of a queen bee living for any 
take, but I certainly took much care and great length of time on honey alone, I 
sacrificed eleven queens in making my noticed that you kept her at a temperature 
observations to ascertain how long they of 65 to 70 deg. F. If you will try the 
liye on plain honey. In common with same experiments in a temperate of 90 to 
others, I long considered the evidence that 98 deg. I think you will meet with differ- 
queens were frequently seenlapping honey ent results. That temperature is nearer 
as conclusive. I determined, however, to the normal temperature of the brood- 
test the matter, and conducted a series of mnestin summer, and if I mistake not the 
experiments, the deduction from which winter temperature of the cluster never 
must “hold the field” until something drops as low as 65 deg. 
superior is provided. Not one of the | A queen in the full tide of her laying, 
queens experimented with survived 12 if suddenly deprived of all proteids, is 
hours on unsealed honey-comb kept at a sure to suffer, and usually to such an
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extent as to cause her death within a few tothe story, and. . . ‘the entire canyou 

days. You are, doubtless, aware of the was one vast apiary, where wild bees _ 

trouble queen-breeders often have when have existed and gathered sweets for cen- 

sending fine “tested” queens, and that turies. They are in such numbers as 

despite the attendent bees. Perhaps you sometimes on certain bright days to re- 

also know that if such a queen is first semble clouds high up the crags, and they 

put into a small colony, or has the comb fill the canyon with a voluminous hum. 

she is on with the adhering bees put into There are huudreds of these wild bee 

a hive by themselves for acouple of days, colonies, whose enormous masses of comb 

that then such queen may be shipped as and honey were adhering in sheltered 

safely as one that has just begun to lay. chasms and beneath overhangs of the 

Another point which may bear on your rock, A number of caverns, too, ex- 

experiments is that queens kept alone tending far back into the cliff, have been 

seem to worry themselves greatly, and utilized as great store-houses of comb by 

thatif they are not chilled they keep a the bees. Not one swarm alone occupies 
constant movement quite contrary to their such a cave, but 50 perhaps, or 100 
habit in the hive. swarms, each having its own queen, but 

If these remarks are of any service to all using the mouth of the cavern as a 
you I shall be glad. I trust you will common entrance. Two men made a 
pardon a stranger thus opening corres- business for years of harvesting the pro- 
pondence, but I believe brother students duct, and it was their custom to send a 
of a science are permitted a few liberties waggon-load of honey and wax down to 
in that way. Very respectfully yours, the railroad station, 30 miles distant, 

Arruvr ©. Minter, once a fortnight, and sometimes in good 
— weather once a week.” ‘The place existed 

Drumcondra, 25th November, 1905. only in the writer’s imagination. 
Wear Sir, Yours’ of the’ 6th duly.) =—————— 

reached me. I shall be happy should QUEENSLAND BEEKEEPERS’ 
opportunity offer to repeat experiments 
at higher temperature. : ASSOCIATION. 

Cowan says winter temperature in cen- A general meeting of the Queensland 
tre of cluster is 70 deg. F., and I sup. Beekeepers’ Association was held on Fri- 
posed the point being merely to obtain day evening, 19th instant, at the National 
animation, the minimum temperature Association’s rooms. The attendance was 
would be sufficient. Ihave seen signs of not so good as it ought to have been, 
exhaustion in a fertile (but not laying) séeing what an interesting subject was 
‘queen when left without attendants for tobe dealt with, viz., a paper by Dr. R. 
two hours, although kept quite warm. Hamlyn-Harris entited “Honey and 
She came from a “ petered out” hiveand honey products as food and medicine for 
I was preparing her fcr direct introduction the use of man.” The paper produced a 
to a queenless stock on Christmas Eve. good amount of discussion. Tt was 
I found her all right, however, on exam- finally decided to call for tenders for 
‘imation in the middle of February follow- printing a number of copies. The paper 
ing. suggested many side issues, such as the 

J. M. Giturzs. —s preservation of fruit in honey. Mr. D. 
_ Arthur C. Miller, Esq. Jones, of the Agricultural Department, 
pessoa al pears eae Be coven of fruit thus pre- 

: served. e said that when it was a 
i a UNRELIABLE YARN. success the fruit was the best preserved 

A river, Double Mountain River, flows that he ever saw, but occasionally it was 
through a canyon for 30 miles, according a failure.
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"The doctor stated that to prevent fer- Association read as follows :—(a) In any 
mentation it was necessary to sterilise both locality members may unite in forming a 
the bottles and fruit. The best way of local branch of this Association, which 
sterilising the bottles is to turn them up- shall be under the management of a local 

wside down over burning sulphur. He secretary, elected by such members. 
suggested jthat the Association arrange (b) The local secretary shall collect the 

- for lectures on beekeping, and that atthe subscriptions from the members of his 
end of the course an examination be held branch, giving them a pro forma receipt. 

~ and certificates issued to the successful The subscriptions shall be forwarded to 
candidate:, similar to those issued by the the general secretary, who shall issue to 

~ British Beekeepers’ Association. He did each member an official receipt. (c) The 
not think it was worth waiting for Tech- local secretary may arrange for local 

“nical Colleges to take up the subject, for meetings of his branch, and shall forward 
. they did not seem inclined to provide the reports and resolutions to the Committee 
necessary appliances for giving the in- of the Association. (d} Local branches 
struction. A’ vote of thanks was passed shall be entitled to retain up to 25 per 
to Dr. Hamlyn-Harris for his paper. cent. of their annual subscriptions towards 
Several new members were elected. defraying expenses of carrying on the 

NEE Lah The Degiee work of the branch. (e) Hach local 
- i De ee branch may elect a delegate to attend and 

A Committee meeting of the Queens- represent the branch atthe general annual 
_ land Beekeepers’ Association was held on meeting, or at any other general or com- 
_ Friday. 12th instant, when the following mittee meeting, to bring forward or dis- 
members attended : —Messrs. H. L, Jones cuss important business. ; 

Biqgiccdent);J.<. Bruonich (Ve —————————E 
+ Mitchell, pees R. J. Cribb, oe WHICH WAY SHOULD COMBS 

H. W. Clarkson (hon. sec.) The prin- UN IN THE HIVES 
=cipal business was the consideration of RQ 7 3 

the revised rules as drafted by the sub- _ “‘ But which way to the combs run in 
committee appointed for that purpose. I the hives you.are usiug ?” 
am familiar with the rules of all the bee-  ‘‘ They run toward the entrance.” 

keepers’ associations in Australia, and “Very good. And is not that the way 
haye no hesitation in saying that these they should run?” 

. new rules, which will be submitted to a “Thad supposed so tilllately. The past 
, general meeting for adoption, are the fall I cut several bee-trees and found that 

most complete that I have yet seen. the combs almost universally rancrosswise 
Several important alterations are sugges- of the entrance, while a day or two ago I 

“tod, including the enlarging of the objects examined some old box hives [had stored 
of the Association, which will enable it away, from which I had transterred bees 
to run on much broader lines than here- a few years ago, and to my surprise I 

_to-fore. Membership is thrown open to found that the most of the attachments 
all persons interested in apiculture. Itis where the combs had been were on the 

- proposed to raise the subscriptions of sides of the hives, or to that part of the 
members to 7s. 6d. per annum, ‘The hive each side of the entrance, rather 
svoting is to be reduced to “‘one man, one than to the front and bacl< part of the 
yote.” But the most important alteration hives. Since I have seen these things I 

’ is that which provides for the formation have been wondering if we were not 
of local branches, practically managed by making a mistake in having the combs 

~ local secretaries, who shall be ex-officio run toward the entrance, as we do. It 

members of the committees. The addit- would seem that, if the bees place their 

“ional rules relating to the suggested combs crosswise the entrance while in a 

_alteration in the constitution of the natural state, it would be right for us to 
~ :
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do the same. Would it not?” the water from rains aud snows should 

“Your experience has been different not be allowed to go inside of the hive 

from mine in this matter, for in the cut- any more than they snould be allowed to 

ting of a dozen or more bee-trees, and in run all over the floors of our houses in 

transferring bees from box hives by the which we live. Our houses are provided — 

score, I have found that the bees build with doors and thresholds, but this can 

their combs at any and all angles to the not well be provided for in a bee-hive; 

entrance, where there was nothing in the hence to overcome this water matter we 

tree or hive in the way of little projections set the hive on an incline, or give it a 

to start them building their combs in a pitch toward the entrance, so that, should 

certain direction. Where there is some any water beat in there, it would immed- 

little projection of wood downward from iately run out and away from the habita- 

the top of the hive or tree, having a tion of our pets.” 
knife-like edge, the first comb is almost “Well, what has that to do with the 

sure to be started on that; and as runs matter of which way the combs run?” 

the first comb, all the rest are likely to “Very much, for nature has so ordained 

follow, unless, perchance, there are some that the bees always build their combs 

other like projections running angling, perpendicular, or ‘plumb,’ as we gener- 

or in ah opposite direction to the first ally speak of this matter; and so if we 

started on, in which case the combs are have the hive tip or slant toward the en- 

likely torun in any and all directions trance, in order that the water may run 

throughout the tree or hive.” out, and at the same time have the frames 

“That part of the matter is something run crosswise of the entrahce, the bees, 

Thad not thought of, and, come to think im building their combs, will start right at 

of it, the box hives I examined had strips the top; but in going downward in a per- 

across the top, with opening between these pendicular direction the bottom of the 

strips, so that the bees could more easily first comb next the entrance will strike 

enter the supers when they were put on,” the side of the hive before it comes to the 
“Bxactly. And thus you have only bottom of the frame, and all the others 

the trees to hold up your ideas, for the will have their bottoms over in the next 

pees would built on the strips with a hive frame, thus making the combs not inter- 

fixed at the top, as you say; and as I changable even should they be considered 

haye found the combs in trees runniug in moyable. But where the framesrun with 

all directions, it would seem that nature the entrance, the hives can be leveled 

thas no choice in the matter, and, if so, crosswise of the entrance, no matter how 

then we are at liberty to do as we please, great the pitch the other way, and all 
unless we have better reasonsfor running combs will be built true in the frames.” 
the combs one certain way of the hive “1 can see that part now you speak of 
instead of any other.” it. But the hive could be set level while 

“You may beright. If so, why do the combs were building, could it not?” 
most of the apiarists have the frames in “Yes. But if the hive is tipped toward 
their hives runlengthwise tothe entrance.” the entrance, even after the combs are 

“TJ think this matter has been discussed built, the bottom of the first frame is 
during the past to some extent; but I do liable to be glued to the end of the hive, 
not now recall just what the reasons were from its swinging against it, and other 
that were given for having the entrances frames will be glued to tho bottoms of 
at the ends of the frames:” others on account of their not swinging 

‘ But you must have some reasons for equally in accord to the tip of the hive. 
having yours run that way.” And, even did they not do this, there are 

“Yes.” other things to be considered.” 
‘What are they?” “What are they?” 
“First of all, if our bees are to thrive, ‘Most beekeepers prefer to have their
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sections 1un the same way tnat the combs ANOTHER SYSTEM OF FEEDING. 

in the hives do; and, if so, the bottom of We have overcome toa great extent the 

te fonts in eens TUNE ae oF wera ot Veep 
toward the entrance, which causes bulged Boned sae ea eal Tae punenel a 

and irregular combs in the seetions, with the top as before. These are now filled 
ss eee of as De et a with syrup of the consistency of two parts 
Bee un ae eg S ee eh Bate of meter a one of sugar. The weaker 
u x _. Syrup has less of a tendency to make the 
poner i os ee And re bees scramble against each other. Then, 
a, e ar ae ue eikes ES aes to mitigate further the damage to the bees 

zs real orn os hwy. you of ht rg nai BORE ; : other, e 60-pound cans are elevate 
did a the filling of the frames in the some en feet above the ground. The wire 

hive. bail or handle that is in the top is unsol- 
S te . dered. The can is then turned upside 
Well, surely there is more to_this down, and the handle is soldered to the 

eee than 7 bey es oe oa © bottom. The other end of the can is por- 
HOR EN OURO! SESOUS 10: oon ne forated with small holes. A rope is passed 
combs run toward the entrance? over a limb of a tree, 12 fect or more 

above the ground, When, the can is filled « 7 F 5 ‘ 5 1 ae win Tamang eth ‘wa vine ra, the ope a EUR SEA Tas Gan Gas Leica ee to the ball (now on the bottom of the can) 

range of comb they ee while ha as oe tone ueuee uP ie, a pee ; foet. ‘ 
they go crosswise it tends toward the ee ie Se to ae ee 
massing of many bees on the first one or they do they will begin in Cacice meus 

two combs, 80 that. eee have ees will form in bunches at the perfor- 

pore aru tig ts eavof near atin and dep dor bot ao e 5 : E » dropping with a thud or a jar to the 
thus massing a lot of bees right at a spot ground or in the grass, sustaining more or 
where it is necessary to have the passage Joss of a shock, and wearing out their 

way clear, not only that the goimg and wings in the scramble to take wing in the 
ee ee een grass, they catch wing before they actually 

ventilation of the hive - T have Cone sinbeaho erount and ay Bp Seal TE mete ae d so of DO more than get a little sip of syrup than 
that, where the combs run crosswise of gown they go again, catch wing, fly up‘ 
the entrance, there were many more fan- jake a sip and down again, and so on. 
ning bees at the entrance trying to keep Th. derceet A Te 
up a proper circulation of air (and that © under side of the tin 1s\so smooth 
even on moderately warm days) than that there is nothing for the bees to cling 

there would be with those hives which 1, aud wey can not do very much scram- 
had the combs running the way they bling. SE 2 og two or three 
usually do; and when it came so warm 8° to igging ee aes hole, down 
that the bees were crowded out, these ney BO: i Hes ait we have produced 
cross-wise-frame hives were the first to ®lmost all the conditions of an artificial 
Sou hecolon iho outside honey-flow. It takes the bees so long to 

; get a load of syrup that they fly back and 
“Well, I guoss I will not make my forth to the hives quietly, and without 

hives for the crosswise frames this winter ©*¢itement. 
as I was intending to do before we had Two 60-pound cans of dilute syrup will 
this talk.”—M. Doourrrix in Gleanings. keep a yard of some 800 colonies during
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an absolute dearth of honey quiet for a Wasp is always able to fly home if it es- 
couple of days, so that the hives can be capes drowning; but expose honey, and 
opened indiscriminately, and combs ex- you wili soon see hundreds of bees utterly 
posed without any robbing. It beginsto incapable. Wasps may be numb with 
develop now that the bees that domostof severe cold, but return of genial warmth 
the robbing represent but a very small makes them quite gay again. Bees can- | 

' portion of the whole yard. It is these not survive long exposure to cold except 
that we keep busy by outdoor feeding. in sufficient clusters. Bees that come into 
As they can not do any scrambling to any the house will often worry themselves to 
extent, there is not the same wear and death in vain attempts to get through the 
tear that we experienced in our early ex- first pane they fly against. Wasps soon 
periments. | We fed up for winter all of see the difference, and try somewhere 

‘our 800 colonies at the home-yard by this else. But wasps are too improvident to | 
outdoor feeding. What is more, this multiply like bees, living, as they do, 
syrup is ripened in Nature’s way, and from hand to mouth. Hard times have 
therefore must make an ideal winter food. not long continued when they die off, 
Puchange. except the fow hibernating queens. It is, 

however, wonderful how much work can 
ia la De a o> Dew done: by “one ofthese queens™ betore 

oe Bana pik she receives any help from her children, 
Q Baie 7 —Trish Bee Teale ‘ 

3 te. Sram.—As reported in the Lahrer Mis- 
(4 Hh CAPPINGS A S ee ue abounds with honey 
[wr fm and bees (apis dorsata). The huge 

Perk combs are seed hanging from the huge 
The principal things to produce candied forest trees. We counted forty of such 

honey are change of temperature and on one single tree. The native bee-hun- 
agitation. ters secure the honey by setting up bam- 

boo poles reaching to the nests. With a 
Tf you mean whether one can make jiohted torch in hand, they climb up, 

more money by producing honey or wax, drive the bees away, and secure the hon- 
you ought to be able to satisfy yourself oy We bought ono of the combs, which 
easily. You probably never saw a bee- vas half-moon shaped, three feet long, 
keeper who made as much money from ang one foot wide. We also bought 
his wax as from hishoney. The fact that ome small pieces of comb for our atten- 
there are a few places where wax is more dants, who were very anxious for them. 
profitable cuts like figure in the case I ‘These combs contained some young lar- _ 
think. I believe itis not because wax is veo, and were greatly relished. The nat- 4 
so profitable, but because honey is so un- ives immersed them in the liquid honey 
pee the es a Ge to Co and thus ate them.—Leipz. Bztg. 

et eating up a e profit on honey. Os 
it costs ie per lb. b reach the Beier In Nevada, U.S.A., the agitation of the 
and on that market brings 6 ents. and ‘uestion between the cattle-men and the 

wax 30, the honey will be practically ee whether bees do injure. the al- 

worthless, while the wax will bring a pay- ‘#lfa hay or not, still goes on. Attempts 
2 rice. —Gleanings. were made at the last session of the legis- 
ane Price: J lature to sa lay ling b pass a law compelling every bee 

Brzs anp Wasps.—I have come to the man to own one hundred and sixty acres 
conclusion that wasps are worse topers of improved farming land or cease hand- 
than bees. The alcohol in medicated ling bees. Itdidnotleave the Committeo 
syrup makes it irresistible to wasps; but room, however. It will be brought up 
bees prefer plain syrup. At the same again at the next session, when they tell 
time wasps carry their liquor better. A us “ something will be doing.” ’
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HUSBAND AND WIFE. <@) Ee the dear Lord, Stephen—ask him to 

She came tothe room where her husband ous ome, acd i : ection taisny opescctal vest, : Tell pees ue s lonely, and wants to 

Math his thin an de iclapeed together, like @ 1 want to be with you, Stephen—I want to 
s i 1 ae ae eke Aun ane, hold fast to your hand, 

; As sho shut SCE PO nee ahha Tell the dear Lord about it and he will under- 
and laid her head stand.”—Selected. 

(Glosemdownuyby«his)son- the. pillow, cand, ish. Wi sate oie aceite wanna ieae Meee 
whispered to the dead : eh SES 

4 BUSIN 2 
“Its only a little while, Stephen, since you 14 ig gman cc. i oe died: but dear, to me, Rea eae eek foe SOC 
Tt seems like years since you told me it had SH0U e carried on year after year 

grown too dark to see, with practically no reference to the special 
And asked me to come and kiss you and hold insects attending toeach bloom. Aimost 

4 ¥ g - you by the hand, : every flower not only lays itself out to at- 
As Sour ou on your journey to the tract some particular insect to its service, 

, pe but it takes precautions against the inter- cs eg ae me Stephen, speak ference of others. The appliances 
Why need we too be parted in the last days used to accomplish these purposes, to- of our life ? gether with their ‘‘ why and where-fore” 
But you have gone on before me to find out forma most fascinating study. The subject 

: what heaven is, : has been touched on en passant by several 
And, I, O eee is breaking, for there’ll be authors, but nothing like a close inves- 

so much to miss. : : tigation has been made. Not one in a 
o ee a not suse me, Stephen, it can’t be hundred writers about flowers mentions 

hat you ry CS ar ile i) 
That poor old wite’s talking to you, dying has their ‘‘ ministers, and when they do, we 

changed you so. get some absurd combination, such as the 
There seems such a distance between us! honey-suckle and the bee. The honey- 

Stephen, it wrings my heart suckle sends forth its perfume in the 
+ To think of the grave they’ll make you that evening, and it might have occurred to 

will keep us so far apart. the “tyro” that was the behavour of a 
‘I brought the old Bible, Stephen, the one moth fertilised blossom. ‘A thousand 

that you gave me when we wed, thoughts by a thousand authors” does not 
ee a day anes ous marriage but there’s contain a caption referring to the bee, the 

een a chapter read, } Y q mn ay 

In times of peace and gladness and times of Roa honey. - The extracts relating 
tears and pain to flowers contain a reference to flies, but 

We've read it together, Stephen, as we never ae oe ae eee echoes which are 
shall read it again. wafted to and fro between the insect 

: creation and the plant world, Th >< You've no need of it now, Stephen, but - i : : » ere - aes weeaaa paens is a rhythm in this which puts to shame 
The comfort and health that’s needed, now the afaltus of the poet, and the measures 

that I’m left behind ? of the musician. 
Do fou penton ber Stephen, when our first The botanist will tell you these are the 

‘ittle baby die istils, th 
How you read it aftor the funeral, and I sat eee cae oe q amens, that the 

at your feet and cried ? hee S nie nee EDO eee ee c or another seeks the 
- “T remember the cheptet Stephen, it was nectaries and fertilises the ovavies, but if 

where the Saviour said, he did his work thoroughly b. ful Blessed are those that sorrow for they shall gv pminatt Bey Cee ores ne Hoss Se eee Neg eae ee and accurate measurements 
ON ame) adeary Eoreesyerocupey ie on tom the native insects, he could tell Piecediciy baby co! precisely which could and which could 

_ Have pu fous ae little one, Stephen tell not, aga the particuliar fiowers under 
me—I want to know. survey at the moment. 

:
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Beekeepers know in a general way not germinate until years after it is grown. 
similarly from what plants their honey Then there are plants like the Yucca 
comes, but they cannot say why when, Gloriosa which does not bloom until it is 
luscious lime is in bloom bees will at about one hundred years old, and so, is 
one time rifle its treasure, and at another popularly called the century plant. Money 
absolutely neglect it for some insignificent making, under proper conditions, simply 
flower more remote from their hive. Why a means to an end, becomes with some 
does the bee neglect the heather for ‘ the persons a passion, so with some flowers, 
devil's bit? (Scabiosa Succisa)? Whence. they produce nectar in absurd quantities, 
comes its passion for the giant passion some acacias when not much larger than 
balsam, which sends it home disguised as than a full-size gooseberry bush, yielding 
a miller, covering its whole body with a ing a hundred pounds of honey annually, 
white flower which it takes many days The honey bee itself is a perfect miser 
to clear off, or for the little orchards which about honey. It will store up as much as 
glue a horn to its head, giving it the its own and twenty following generations 
appearance of an insect unicorn, an in- can consume. Its attention, no matter what 
cumbrance which must, on account of its dangers surround it, can instantly be ares- 
comparative size. be exceedingly trouble- ted by exposing honey or sugar and 
some to carry? Yet, with allthis disregard water, and, filled with honey, it never 
of inconvenience, one never flnds a bee in stings, apparently afraid of loosing its 
any of the flowers which trap winged in- ‘precious load by exposing itself to any 
sects under pretence of giving them danger, forthe same bee five minutes later, 
sweets, and rarely in a spider’s web. having deposited its load, will sting with- 
Under the poisonious privet dead bees out hesitation, and so sacrifice its life for 
are, however, frequently seen. the benifit of its community.—Jrish Bee- 

All the disinterested behaviour is not on — keeper. 
HeRGTO@ On ble insects an Were) ane! 110 wi OS 
which, when an attempt to loot them is VICTORIAN APIARISTS’ 

made by certain insects, detach themselves ASSOCIATION 
from the parent stem and fall to the : . 

ground, apparently choosing to sacrifice [cory | 
life rather than submit to indignity. Tooborac Feb. 2, 1906 

The nectar produced by a flower is of The Hon! Sin John Quick 

no direct use to it. The secretion is (Chaimien Pari Commission 

simply a coinage minted to pay for services Hederal Parliament) House, 

reudered. Insects demand payment “ on Melbourne 
the nail” for the fertilismg work they Sin This eA saoeiati i eae 
perform. Here we have quite a charac- b he is Association desires to bring 
teristic commerical transaction. before your Commission the detrimental — 

The insect, like the artisan, is paid at ang cence ee o Bee-keeping Industry 
once, while the plant, like the capitalist, or Australia, of ¢ agen imported Glucose 
must wait months, often years, and some- 2S & substitute for honey in the manu- 

times centuries for its return. ‘Sometimes ‘ature of tobacco, confectionery and 

it gets none. Plants like Limnanthus pee e oe ene 

Douglusii_ may be sown in February, 5, a ei co Sssociation and the 
bloom in June, and seed from this sown Wal cee eae of New South 
in July, again up andin flower by Septem- "YS | ee ully ask whether an 
ber, but thisis exceptional. Asa rule the ee will be given our Industry to 
seed of one year does not germinate until give evidence and ifso, when ? 
the next. White clover takes two years . Respectfully yours, 
to come into bloom and complete its cycle. R. BEUHNE, 
In the case of some pines the seed does President V. A. A,
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1 CommonweAtrn or AusrRatra. until all have escaped. The home bees 
Teal Mp iH are allowed to enter at sundown, though 

Dye: Commission and t 2 it is better to leave the cloth on for 
Commonwealth Tariff twenty-four hours, if robbing has been 
pasos ee 7th. Feb 1906 persistent. If, however, the cloth was - 

7 eeu our ne ai He iy ee put on when robbing first began it may be 
Sir, --I have the honour by direction to removed within an hour, as the eolony 

}acknowledge receipt of your letter of 2nd will then have recovered from their dis- 
nst. in which on behalf of your Associat- organisation.” —&ritish Bee Journal. 

~ion and the Bee Farmers’ Association of 
iNewscouth) Wales, you desire to bring ) \iey gle luis Sunn pau en es 
before the Commission the detrimental Odors Among Bees—Some Experi= 
influence upon the Bee-keeping Industry ments. 

~t Australia of the use of cheap imported Pyanslated from “The Bulletin de la Societe 
Glucose as a substitute for honey in the Romande D?Apiculture” 
manufacture of tobacco, confectionery and By ©. P. Dapanr. 
articles of food. 

Your request to be afforded an oppor- On April 25, my colony, No. 11, had 
tunity was placed before the Commission- already a number of hatched drones, and 
ers, who decided to give the matter con- it was this one which I selected for the 

“sideration at a later date. The result of first experiment. After having carefully 
heir decision will then be communicated washed my hands two or three times over, 
to you. so as to remove odor entirely, I caught 

I have the honor to be, ete, about 10 drones at the time of their return 
0. T. ORR, Secretary, to thehive. The pulp I made out of them 

: RB. Beuhne, Esq. . by cueene ee was meee in ee 
ae sea herr aoe Nee eee my hands and wrists; then, immediate. President Victorian Apiarist’s Association Pierre denrocccicdclcnenele oe 

—<———————— + without smoke and without jar, doing 
nothing that might stir the bees to an 

Robbing Gs Se REN by un- investigation. The result was beyond my 

. timely manipulations, and then when See een not only I was not stung, 
te . seta mia ut the bees ran over my hands as on 
much smoke is used, colonies are in the 4h b neue Hoskin ca 

very worst form for withstanding any com- mer lojualosh Nieesletonts hehe Rosine) (oleae a= 
: g trations. The visit lasted half an hour 

bined or persistent attack. Avoid the ai Tee cornea aot ae 

dues ot much’ smoke, do vot leave temp. 220 #4 Wasjonly towards) tae, ond of ine 
ting sweets about, do not have weak ‘ime that the bees began to show signs 

polonies, and do not manipulate unseason- e noe ae anVeENOns of Snes : 

ably, because prevention is better than a ound ere a very good apifuge,an 
eure. Here is the newest tip 1 have seen °° “OW COS : : 
in the way of curing. It sounds as if The same experiment, repeated the 

there was something in it,so some of those following day with colony No. 5 gave the 

afflicted with the robbing mania might same results, only this visit was shorter, 

give it a fair trial: — for I had another project to put into act- 

“Asa means to prevent robbing use ion. After laying closed the hive, and 

cheese cloth. Itis very cheap and dur- revived the smell of its drones on my han- 

able, Envelop the hive with it, and in ds by crushing a few more, LTimmediately 

ton or fifteen minutes open the cloth at opened another hive No 7—a colony of 

- the top to allow the robbers within to common bees of remarkable gentleness. 

escape, and then close it again, repeating What I had forseen happened as soon as 

the operation about every ten minutes the hive was opened, and my hands came 

a i
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in contact with insects I was assailed and I had gone this far with my trials, — 

stung about 20 times in the space of a when an absence of 10 days caused me to 

few seconds. interrupt them. It is useless to tell you 

April 29, No. 12 was again visited that during that time I was constantly 

without stings; then doing as Ihad thinking about the experiments made, 

done three days previously I opened No. andthe fruits that might be reaped from » 

17 but even though I used alittle smoke them. It came to my mind to try 4 

as usually done, I was copiously treated whether, in proceeding thus, it would not ‘ 

with venom by the irritated msects. be pee tointroduce into the colonies 

These experiments were repeated the Sw? furtile queens: nae 
following aes on. other Sone and the , 8% May 20, I began again with the 
results, although not always as conclu- determation to sacrifice a few queens, if 

sive, were nevertheless satisfactory. necessary, in case my trials were un- & 

Some trails were however completly neg. Successful. 
ative—a fact whichI believed must be Those queens would after all, be easily 

attributed to causes which I willmention replaced, for in my absence colony No 2 

further. had swarmed unexpectedly, and had 

At'several times after having visited a supplied us with three youngand beauniu 

colony with the greatest success I mois- UCC, lodged in nuclei while waiting for 
tened my hands (but without having pre- eee 
viously washed them) with juice ofdrones | Towards 2 p.m I removed. without f 
from some other colony which I intended trouble the 2 year old queens of Nos. 19 
toexamine also. But whether it wasthe and25. Then after having washed the 
first odor which irritated the bees, whether queen of 19, and having covered her 
it was the mixture of the 2 odors orsome / copiously with drone-juice from No 29, 
thing else still, I do not know, the stings she was placed at the entrance of hive. At 

were always numerous. It was only by sight of her, the bees made neither happy 

washing my hands carefully between nor hostile demonstrations, and she ¥ 

the visits to each hive then giving them passed among them and entered the hive. 

the odor of abe colony to be visited thatI ‘The same operation was made with the 

could manipulate the insects without be- other queen, and scarcely any bees noticed ~ 

ing rewarded by a number of stings. her entrance. These 2 queen changes 

We must conclude from thisthat the had lasted only about an hour, and the 

bees like ants havea perspiration ofa bees did not seem to notice that they 
particuiiar nature, also similar to that of had been at any time queenless. 
ants differing in odor from one colony to Until then all was w : 

another, and that it is this odor aon be the fate of those See : 
guides them, especially when they try to not make sure of this until the following 
recognise one another. day. That day as well as several following 
When bees are taken from any hive, days the weather was bad, so my visit had 

washed with greatly diluted alcohol to be put off till the 25th that is five days 
(which may be done easily by taking them after the exchange. But in visiting these 
by the wings), and returned to thealight- 2 hives at that time, 1 had the satisfaction 
ing board of their own hive, they are not of noting, de visu, the presence of the two 
accepted; several have even been killed queens in the hive. They had therefore ; 
under my eyes. If after having washed been accepted without any difficulty— 
them with alcohol they are washed with nay, the bees had not noticed substitution, 
the juice of drones frou another hive,and The laying was notinterupted, for there 

presented to the bees of that other hive, were eggs in both hives which could only 
they are always welcomed there. have been layed by the new queens, 

"i !



~  Frp. 28, 1906. che Australian Bee Bulletin. 253 

At the time of putting into winter quar- days later an extra hot day, 108 deg. it 

ters’ of those 2 colonies, the populations the shade, cut off the blossoms. The 

- were vigorous, and I have no doubt that stoppage of the honey-flow was so sudden 

they fared well threugh the winter. that next day robbers were flying round. 

4 My exchanges of queens were limited Blood-wood is in full bud, and will soon 

to this trial, in spite of my intention of be out, but a poor prospect of surplus 

continuing them, for I still had many honey for the beekeeper unless a good 

points to examine, How did the queens fall of rain takes place in the meantime. 

and the bees disport themselves, an hour The Lower Manning has been more for- 

or a few hours after introduction ? tunate in regard to rain, having received 

T have said that it happened to me to from 16 to 20 inches in places since Noy. 

, be stung in spite of the drone-juice with 30th last. The dairy-farmers are also 

which my hands had been rubbed. ‘This having a bad time of it at Burril Oreek 

- happened first on a day when the wind and Upper Manning for want of the rain 

was blowing violently, probably rapidly that is more precious than gold. 

removing the smell from my hands. The P. F. 0., Norval, via Ararat, Victoria, 

same thing happened in very hot days, —Would you be so kind as to answer the’ 

when the bees were naturally ill-disposed. following qeustions in the columns of 

There is therefore room for more experi- your interesting journal: — 1. I have 

» ments on this point.— American Bee Jour- noticed that bee paralysis seems to be 

nal. more prevalent when Cape Weed is in 
__ bloom, Do you consider that the plant 

referred to has anything to do with the 
ASAI REAL AL NSF disease mentioned ? 

A [Can any of our readers have a say on this? 

SXCORRESPONDENCE %& We had Cape Weed near one of our apiaries, but 
: ae have ee a paralysis for some seven or eight 

6 bere SIS years. —Ep.. 
; ; é J. B. B., Cameron’s Creek, near Armi- 

8. 1. M., Burril Crock, Manning Bey dale.—We have had a very” hard time 

: This has turned out to be the worst with the bees this last winter, they are 

ee = honey pal i Pe known; only just making poor headway now. The 
simply for want of rain. Tho bees came honey flow will be light this year, but it 

through the winter well, and bred up promises well for about next Nov. or Dec. 

fairly well on old honey and pollen in the ‘The buds of most of our fruit trees are on 

spring. As rain kept off, and no new the trees for at least 8 or 9 months before 

; oy ee rae coeds pene coming into bloom. 
ent 0 wo i vomber tho) sss ene eA ee 

weather continuing very hot and. dry. 

They got very weak, and some died out. MICE IN THE APIARY. 

We had a good fall of rain the last two How to Destroy Them Easily. 

days in November, which brightened Jy the thirty years that I have been in 

things up considerably. and if it had tho bee business mice have been a great 

been followed by another 4 or 5 inches nuisance, besides causing a good deal of 

_ after Christmas the bees would have qostruction; and in all this time I have 
done fairly well, but the weather from that yover been able to find aremedy that was 

time has continued hot and dry, and what just satisfactory until about two years 

bloom came out was of little benefit to ‘ago. T have tried bee-tight Hay and 

/ bees, dost enongh ito ae worke prisons of different kinds, and even the 

emi up) surone agen pour the 20th faithful old cat. They all had their 

a January the Brush Myrtle came into merits in checking the nuisance, but still 

bloom; the bees made a stir, when four [ was always suffering more or less with
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their destructiveness. I have made sey- and also domestic animals. It is also 
eral bee and mouse tight buildings, and very effective in the home where mice are 
would, though not knowing it, carry the troublesome. Last September we found - 
mice in hives where the bees had died out. our house overrun; and in a week after 
After they get into the building they will putting out the poison, the mice were all¢ 
gnaw out, and ever afterward have afree gone, and we have not heard one since. 
passage in and out. When the next W. lL. Porter, in Gleanings. 
summer-came I usually found both combs 
and supers much damaged. I have tried} }q—==——=———— 
to poison them by putting strychnine in 
meal; and while it would kill some it It is very common to hear some one say _ 
never completely routed them. JI have —‘‘Oh, I am going to do so and Boum 
also soaked wheat in strychnine, withthe Then, without further ado, straighway 
same failure. ‘Iwo years ago I hit upon set about the business, whatever it may. 
a formula that was effectual. be. They never think of weighing the 

T have been preparing a batch of poison pros and cons in connection with the 
to-day. The formula is, take } gallonof subject with which it is proposed to deal, 
wheat. To this I add 4 ounce of strych- One is ‘‘going in” for poultry; another | 
nine, 2 pints of water, and apint of honey. intends in start some phase of gardening 
I first pound the crystals of strychnine on as a special pursuit ; tomato-growing, for¢ 
a flat iron, then put it in the water and instance, is a favourite notion. Not long 
bring to a boil; then add the honey. ago carnation culture became almost a 
Pour the solution over the wheat and stir mania with many well intentioned enthus- 
well. Boil the mixture for thirty minutes iasts imbued with these various rural 
To this I add two large teaspoonfuls of pastimes or hobbies. Looking back, and 
flour made into a paste before putting it remembering the number I can call to 
into the wheat. JI putin the paste sothe mind who have tried various schemes, 
wheat will adhere. I then put the mass having for their object the attainment of” 
in pans, smoothed out so it will be about surplus weath, the question is forced on 
half an inch thick. When it dries it will one’s mind: Where are they now? Where 
bein a hard cake. The honéy and paste are the fortunes sure to be made from 
make it so the mice are very fond of it. the new methods hitherto hidden in ob- 

I find by keeping a piece of this poison scrurity, and which were to fill the pockets 
in the store buildings which T have at my of the fortunate discoverers? Where? I 
apiaries I can keep combs and sections know not; but itis very plain that the 
without being disturbed, and a piece of majority began at the wrong end. They 
poison in an empty hive will do away began business first, and then found outa 
with those that might disturb the hives how small was their knowledge of the 
in cold weather. trade in which they had embarked. It is 
We have a species of wild mice in Colo- one think to keep a few fowls in our 

rado which are very peculiar in their house garden, or to grow a few plants 
habits. They garner the same as the especially well in ourminature greenhouse, 
squirrel. Several times I found as much but it is an entirely different concorn 
as a gallon of sweet-clover seed, with all when these matters are taken in hand on 
thehulls taken off, stored in an empty a larger scale, for the express purpose of ‘ 
hive. I have found a number of cases profit and profit only. Then the burden 
where the same mother had two broods‘ of the work is felt, and must be charged 
in the same nest, one fairly matured, and for as labour; and thus the pleasure goes, 
the other:very young. Ifthe poison.is while profit is tardy in putting in an 
used judiciously there is no more trouble appearance Eventually the thing is- 
from mice. Of course, great care should thrown.up because “it doesn’t pay.”— 
be taken to keep it away from children xchange. :
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STEADY, RESPECTABLE MAN, known suppression of drone comb is, therefore, 

A to us asa beekeeper, would be glad to yery harmful, and a reasonable amount 
hear of employment as caretaker on a dairy or 2 
poultry farm, ete. Particulars from should at least be allowed them, espec- 

“ BEEKEEPER,” ially before swarming, and at the end of Yi 8) 

C/o Bulletin Office, the honey season.— Gleanings. 
West Maitland, 

aS 625th Annual Price List of Best Ital- 
é a ian Queens from the First Bee 

The following note has been received ee Australia, recognised as 
from Mr. 8. T, Main:—In a letter from Absolutely the Best Bee Farm 
a beekeeper in the Dungog district aoe eRe Supply, Ce Queens, Hives 
recently, I hear that things in bee mat- Suence Set ey 
ters are quite as bad there as they are on a = 
the Manning. Some of the large bee- SNS O eested: occa ie aaa { ‘Vested, +. one 10/-; three, 25/-: six, 45/- 
keepers there, who usually have i0 to 15 Select Tested, one 14/- ; three 40/ ; six, 70/- 
tons of honey to put on the market, will Extra Choice, one 20/- ; three, 60/- ; six, 105/- 
have very little honey this season to dis- Untested from imported, 10/- each; tested from 

_. pose of. Some have lost quite a number imported, 15/- each; breeders, 25/- each. 

of their colonies, in consequence of the Also, Swarms Hives of Bees, Implements 
prolonged drought. Foundation, &e. 

Tux Burtpina or Dron Comp.—The Y. ABRAM, 
following is translated from Meld and ITADLIAN BEE FARM, 

e eee Hlur, of Dallas, Texas: - Many wrong BEECROFT, NEAR SYDNEY, 
views exist among beekeepers in regard eo ee stanlished 1881. 
to the building of drone comb. Hereto- P.S.—My knowledge and experience of nearly 
fore the view has been held that the 45 years practice enables meto breed and supply 
drones, during the time of their develop- Queens Superior to Any, possessing the Most 
ment in the cell, require a far greater Desirable Qualities combined. Desiring to 
amount of honey and pollen than later as maintain that dish Reputation, I again submit 

Sea eee ‘ain for your consideration the fact that I can suppl; 
the fully developed insect, and that their {5° Sitistaciion, if you give me description of 
breeding is, consequently, in a great your requirements. Thanking you for past 
measure detrimental to the beekeeper. favours —I remain. yours truly, W. ABRAM. 
Wbroush. Plantes: investications 1b) has | ee 
been determined that the drone food 
contains only 1.17 per cent. of sugar con- SCALE OF PRICES x 
tent, while that of the queen-food con- op 
tains 17.9 per cent., and that of the 
worker food not much less. The drone- ADVERTISEMENTS 
food is, therefore, inno way as great a8 sar paGE—Per Annum, £5. 
is generally supposed, and the removal i, Per Half Year, £3. 
of the drone comb is absolutely without A Per Quarter, £1 15s. 
grounds. Under certain conditions the @(fARTER PAGH—Per Annum, £3. 
same is even most necessary and essential, 5 Per Half Year, £1 15s. 
not only for the breeding of thenecessary LS oe él, 
drones for thn mating of the queens, but Ree ee ee i ang 
also because the whim of bees is increased, ” » ee Buen : 

: 3 : ay A ter, 128. 
for the simple reason that, through in-  s). Gis INSERTION—First Inch, 3s 6d. 
stinct, they desire drone comb. A total ‘ a Succeeding, 28 6d.
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NOW READY ; ; 

The FOURTH EDITION of the S. EF & D. d 
x (STATION, FARM AND DATRY.) Australasian Bee Manual, 4; ae Practical Agricultural Journal. 

By I. HOPKINS. Official Organ of the Chamber of Agriculture. 

‘ Nes Work has been thoroughly revised, SN 
brought right up-to-date, and contaix 12, SPRING STRERT, SYDNEY. 

NEW ILLUSTRATIONS of all the latest Opposite AMP. Society 

APIARIST’S APPLIANCES. si 

; cenit WN ay Y 7 | 

PRICE, 2/6; Post Free, 2/9. JUST OFF THE PRESS ! 

Of all Booksellers, and E.:Tipper, Bulletin Ogee THE PAMPHLET ON... . 
West Maitland, N. S. W. 

GORDON & GOTCH, Publishers. FOUL B ROOD | 
eT | 8 mow ready. to Mail, /Senditoni@opy, 

ei Tap Wn) y at once. Price, 3d, or free to anyone 
NEW SHIPMENT sending 5s. for One Year’s Subscription — 

? Beep ie to the ‘*Poultry Journal’? which is 
ROOT 8 AMERICAN devoted to BEES and POULTRY. 

yy BEEKEEPERS’ SUPPLIES, G. COLBOURNE, 
Medina, NS.W 

HOFFMAN & STAPLE SPACED FRAMES, 
WITH ENDS BORED FOR WIRE. CY PR ] A N Q U E E N Ss 

HONEY TINS. HONEY EXTRACTORS Tested cadveacte . 

INCUBATORS, ENTERPRISE GRIT MILLS ‘ 7 S ' 

YES Write for Price List. -BBUE Sy as 
JOHN RUS EX, From an imported ee a up quicker 

MENTONE, VICTORIA han any known race. JUST TRY ONE. 

Also at 407 Collins-st., Melbourne. aan 

Queensland's ONLY Poultry Paper. —S5Bgg OD Sa 
Pe ETA TS ed IS) a PAUPONG, via Cooma. ( 

= Sans 

‘Nouliry Guide’ | Aloultry Guide’ GIPPSLAND QUEENS. 
oo RS aT NERANG APIARY, 

oy FERNBANK VI 
Published {st of Each Month. R percha CTORIA, h 

257 Wickam Srreerr, Bee Book your orders now for delivery from 
VALLEY, BRISBAN Octoeer to March. 

’ ISBANE, Untested, 5/-; Tested, 7/6; Select, 15/- 
Wine \ 

SUBSCRIPTION, 2/6 Per Annum, oo 

_ DVERTISEMENT, 2/- PER INCH. €. Cc. FPenglase. ;
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