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G-17 
L@sk<n 

living skeleton 
 

 Wahu=n$se> yak<>   l@sk<n washakowilan^sko> tahnu kwah a>ny%h 
            -unis-                                 -wilan<skw- 
         long ago   they say  living skeleton  he stole a baby       and          it seems 
 
akokst^ha    tsi> ni=y%t   tsi> lotatsl&ni.     Wahatwilala=k%=         
   -kst<-                 -oht-          -atatsluni-               -atwilalakw- 
 an old woman    that is the way  how he dressed up       he took the baby 
 
ne>n yeks@    yah kati w$ n# te>yakolihwastel$stu    tsi> lats$nk%   
         -ksa-                                 -lihwastelist-                -tsin- 
      a child      not       even       did she realize            that   it was a male 
 
ne>n  akohs%tha.   Tho kati> ni=y%t     tsi> wa>ut%tyake>  ohs%tha kwi  
            -hsot-                       -oht-                -atoty-          -hsot- 
       her grandmother    that was the way        that   she grew up       grandmother 
 
osk@nhne    tsi> teyonatatesny#=u.     N< yak<> w$    ne>n l@sk<n   
                            -atatesnye- 
together        that    they supported themselves   then they say            living skeleton 
 
kwah k<s yak<>    yenuts$=ne    k<> nyaha=y#le>     la=t&he>        
                           -nutsi-                      -yel-          -atu- 
   often    they say      on her head        he would touch         he says 
 
“On< kwi th%ha    ahsat%tyake>.”    $=lelhe> yak<>    ahatnahkwala=k%=   
                            -atoty-                -elhe-                 -atnahkwalakw- 
  now       almost      you would grow up    he wants   they say      her for his wife 
 
kany% o=n^     <yut%tyake.     Lanik<htl&ha  s<    tho w@=lawe>         
                       -atoty-              -nik<htluha-                      -aw- 
  when             she will grow up     a young man    also      there   he arrived 
 
tsi> yotin&hsote>    tahnu lotol@thu    ne>n l@sk<n     okhna> yak<> wi  
         -nuhsot-                  -atolath-           
 at their house             and  he had gone hunting  living skeleton     and     they say 
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washakohlo=l$=     wah^=lu>,    “Thik^ a>ny%h     sahs%tha          
         -hloli-              -ihlu-                                 -hsot- 
   he told her           he said           that one   it seems    your grandmother 
 
yah ne yaku=kw# t#=k<,       la=ts$n ne thi=k^.”                     
             -ukwe-       -i-            -tsin- 
not       a woman    is it            a male      that one 
 
Yah yak<> te>tyakaweht@hkw<     k<h nu yeya>tas#ha.    Wah^=lu>     
                         -ehtahkw-                      -ya>taseha-             -ihlu- 
not  they say    did she believe              here      the young girl        he said 
 
ne>n ne ka>i=k^ lanik<htl&ha,    “<hsate>ny<=t^    <yel@th<          
                      -nik<htluha-              -ate>ny<t-            -lath<- 
            this      young man            you try             for her to climb 
  
tho kalu=t%te     thik^ sahs%tha.    Kwah ne olihwi=y% tsi> <hsatk@tho>      
       -lutot-                  -hsot-                       -lihwiyo-           -atkatho- 
there  a tree stands    that one your grandmother       for sure        that  you will see 
 
tsi> n@hte>    kate>ny^tha>     akuhlo=l$=      ohkale> wi i=k#lhe>   
       -oht-         -ate>ny<t-               -hloli-                           -elhe- 
   what            I am trying         for me to tell you      and         I want 
 
<kuya>tak#nha     <shetse>nya=k^=se>       thi=k^ l@sk<n.” 
    -ya>taken-                  ->nyak<>s- 
I will help you         you will run away from him       that   living skeleton 
 
 N< ki> yak<> wi    sahaht<=t$=    wah^=lu>, “Kwah &wa ok  
                                    -aht<ti-            -ihlu- 
        then   they say          he went back       he said       just now 
 
okhale> t<tkatk<>s#=na    ot  niyohtuh@tyehse.”    On^ yak<> wi      
              -atk<>sehn-                 -oht-  
 and      I will come to see       how   it is going            then   they say 
 
tsi> ok na>tetyakoye=l^    k<h nu yeya>tas#ha   ot naya=w^=ne>   
                     -yel<-                   -ya>taseha-                -<>- 
 various things she did             here   the young girl      how it would happen 
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ayuthu=t@te>    thi=k^ akohs%tha>    ayel@th<>    tho tkalu=t%te       
   -athutat-                    -hsot-             -lath<-                -lutot- 
for her to consent    that   her grandmother   for her to climb   there the tree stands 
 
ka>i=k^ ohs%tha.     Khale> wi on^     u=t&= wa>el@th<   ne>n ohs%tha     
           -hsot-                                    -atu-      -lath<-            -hsot- 
 this      grandmother         finally             it happened she climbed    the grandmother 
 
n< ki> ok yak<> wi     yet@khe     ne>n yeya>tas#ha    wa>utye=l^ ne  
                                 -takhe-                -ya>taseha-           -atyel<- 
  so then    they say           she ran            the young girl           she found out 
 
to=k^ske>     n^hke   latsink%   on^ kwi to=k^ske>   wahuwats@=nihke>   
                              -tsin-                                         -tsahnik- 
 for sure             it was a male         now        truly        she was scared of him 
 
ka>i=k^ n@hte> wah l@sk<n.     Kw@h kati> t%hka> niwehn$slake>              
                                                                   -ehnisl- 
  this     whatever    living skeleton      just     so    a few          days 
 
n^ tho sahok#=tohte>     seshakotk<>s#=ne    tahn& kwah ale> yoto=k^t 
              -ke>toht-                  -atk<>sehn-                               -tok<t- 
 then       he reappeared         he is back to see her      and then     again  sure enough 
 
lotol@thu    ka>i=k^ n< l@sk<n    wah^=lu>     ne>n lanik<htl&ha,  
 -atolath-                                      -ihlu-                 -nik<htluha- 
he’d gone hunting   this     living skeleton   he said             the young man 
 
“@tskwe     n@hte> kati a>ny%h     ayetsinsl%=t<     
                   -oht-                         -tsinslo>t<- 
how ‘bout it     what        it seems         kind of male 
                  
ne>n sahs%tha”     wa>$=lu>     ne>n yey@=tase,    “Latsink% kwi   
         -hsot-              -ihlu-                 -ya>tase-           -tsin- 
   your grandmother     she said               the girl            he is male 
 
ne>n thik^ l@sk<n    kalo>te>k^    tyat#=ko  kal% tsi> niyo=l# k^=tho  
                                              -ate>kw-                   -le- 
      that   living skeleton   in a hurry        let’s flee           before        here 
 
<shak#=tohte>   ne>n l@sk<n    <shukni>w@=lake>    ta=t <shukni=k^      
     -ke>toht-                                   ->wahlak-                       -k<- 
he will reappear       living skeleton     he will eat us            if    he will see us 
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osk@nhne.” 
 together 
 
 N< ki> ok yak<> w$    ne yenuts$=ne     osk<n^ha              
                                           -nutsi-                 
        so then     they say              on her head        quickly 
 
tho k<> nyaha=y#le>    okhna>     tay#stohte>     laona>t@=tslaku   
                 -yel-                           -stoht-              na>ta>tsl- 
there      he touched her        and          she got smaller        in his pocket 
 
washakoya>t$tane>    tho ne> on<   tutahan$tskwahkwe>   wahyat#=ko.   
          -ya>tita>-                                 -anitskwahkw-               -ate>kw- 
  he put her in              and then           he jumped right up         they fled 
 
Kwah yak<> i=n&     nyehone=n&    n< lonathu=t#   tutahoh<leht@=ne>   
                                   -e-                 -athute-           -h<lehta>- 
  so    they say  far        they had gone    then  they hear        he came yelling 
 
la=t&he>,    “Ot ne n<sni=y#le>    ne>n <tsyat@hsehte>.    Tho thi=y%t   
  -atu-                         -yel-                    -atahseht-                  -oht- 
he is saying      what    will you two do        you two will hide         it was this way 
 
khale> on^    tutay%=kalawe>     kwah ok on^ lonate>kw<h@ti.     
                         ->kalaw-                              -ate>kw- 
  finally            it got dark                 just now      they are running away 
 
Kwah yak<> on^    wa>%lh<ne>     n< n^hke> wahuwatk@tho>        
                               -lh<>-                                -atkatho- 
 just  they say   now       daybreak            then           they saw him 
 
tsi> nihaya>t%=t<     tahat@khe     ne>n lask<nk%.   Tehote>t&hkwale>   
          -ya>to>t<-            -takhe-                                 -ate>tuhkwal- 
what kind of body         he was running       the living skeleton    he was sweating 
 
yak<>   nakw@h s< yak<> a>ny%h    ne k<s  thi=k^ kuwanu>tat@hkwas   
                                                                        -nu>tatahkw- 
they say     indeed     they say   it seems        often     that       milk cow 
 
tsi> ni=y%t on^ wa>twal@htate>    tsi> nihayan%=t<    tho tahat@khe.       
         -oht-         -alahtat-                     -yano>t<-                 -takhe- 
  the way     now     it was running        the kind of tracks he had     as   he was running 
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Kwah yak<>    nok tsi>   u=t&=     yah@=newe>    tsi> kanatay<>k%   
                                  -atu-               -ew-               -natay<- 
just   they say       only that    it happened   they arrived          at a city 
 
twat<><hlote>k%     tho niyo=l#    <teshakoy@=thewe> ka>i=k^ lask<nk%. 
   -at<><hlot-                       -le-               -ya>thew-  
  a great fort             that distance         he chased them         this    living skeleton          
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