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YOUR HONEY WILL SELL BETTER

In Well Made | EVER TQP TINS
That do not Leak.

WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED FROM

G‘I)owq Bros. and Mulholland, Litd.
THOMAS STREET, ULTIMO, SYDNEY.
L : PRICE TIST ON APPLICATION.

k: " REDWOOD HIVES.

MR. R. K. ALLPORT, Chuter-st., North Sydney,

_ having given up the Manufacture of Hives, &c.,

C. J. MANNING, -

LATE MANAGER FOR MR. R. K. ALLPORT,

Has made arrangements for the use of the Up-to-date Machinery-
in Chuter Street, & is prepared to execute orders as formerh

Will be pleased to quote Prices on Application.

C. J. MANNING. Chater-st., North Sydney.
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GET THE VERY BEST !

OR over 20 years T have made the breeding of Bees for business a specialty, and just now hay®
nearly 500 grand young business Queens on hand that T should like you to compare with your
own strains. As T produce tons of Honey every year, my bees are bred for honey producing

qualities, and are not merely *¢ fancy stock.”

By my sy~tem of queen raising, which is admitted

by all to be equal if not superior to any other system known, only the most perfectly developed
queens are produced, and it is Well known that healthy and thoroughly developed queens are much

more prolific and longer lived than those not raised under such favourable conditions.

Don’t

‘tolerate old queens in any of your colonies, when you can obtain vigorous young Italian

Queens in the spring that will double your returns.

I can furnish beautiful Golden Queens, or

T.eather Colored Queens raised from best imported stock, and Root’s Famous Long Tongue strain.

All queens are sent post free, and safe arrival guaranteed to any part of Australasia. We
haye no foul brood in Queensland, and T guarantee all my apiaries to be entirely froe from disease
of any type. My catalogue contains over 50 pages of useful information, and is sent free, so

kindly send for a copy.
Untested Ttalian Queens
Tested 3y 5 o
Select Tested Breeding Queens ..

One Three Five Ten
5/- 13/- 20/= 39/-
8- 029/ 35/ 65

15/- 42/- 65/- 2

. L. JONES,

GOODNA;

QUEENSLAND.

N. S. W. BEE-FARMERS’
TwASSOCIATION.«

j «owow
OFFICERS :—

President :
Hasserr Hanrn, M. Al

Vice-Presidents :

F. W. Pexserray, T. BRADLEY.
J. E. DoNNELLY.

Secretary & Treasurer.
E. Treper, J.P., Winrow TrEE.

Committee :

Mgzssrs. B, J. Rizx, J. Penvingrow, F.
Borrow, J. R. W. Gaeeiy, E. Dowriyg,
J. R. Irving, J. Axperson, W Ger, P.
Rooprrin, W. E. Bacor, W. NIvExw,
— BusHELL, LarivMore, HEwITT.

RULES & OBJECTS.

1. The careful watching of the interests of
~ the industry.
2. To arrance for combined action in export-
ing honey to relieve local glut when necessary.

3. To advise members as to suitable local-
ities for establishing apiaries.

4. Any beekeeper can become a member on
approval of committee, subseription 2/6 per
annum.

5. That every member with more than 50
hives shall be allowed an extra vote for every
additional 50 effective hives.

6. No member be eligible for office who has
less than 50 effective hives, or his subseription
is in arrear.

7. The Association to consist of a central
body and district branches affiliated with it.

8 The principal officers be  such as will
undertake to meet each other in committee at
least once in twelve months.

9. The officers shall consist of President,
Vice-President, - Treasurer and Secretary, and
Executive Committee.

10. After the first election of officers, arrange-
ments to be made by the Secretary fo call for
nominations for office-bearers, and issue ballot
papers prior to the next annual meeting.

11. Supply dealers or commission agents ean-
not become members. f

12. Members unable to attend meetings or
conventions can authorise or nominate any
member they know will be present to vote for
them on any subject brought forward. Such
vote or votes to be in addition to the member’s
present own vote.
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SEND 4 You cannot do better than get

YO TTR your Printing done at the * Bee
Bulletin” Printine Office. Honey

’ \[OLU MES Labels a spocialty.

TO BEEKEEPERS.
v £§ .%% %9 JOR HIGHEST PRICES and PROMPT

RETURNS CONSIGN YOUR HONEY,
—7T0 US—— WAX, Ete to

- For BINDING., P J. Moy & Co.,

161 SUSSEX-STREET,
A SYDNEY.
'L" B Post Paid for 3/6.
> . WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
The Farmer & Grazier VL&, B: ELINE, Guildford, Savousn and
% y ARNESS MA.K.ER and Secretary of th
\ The Best Illustrated s Western Australian Beeaep;lra A;:oclghon 1se
* PFarmers 'Journal in Australia, | Agent for the ‘A, BER BULLETIN,*” and is

d to recelye Subscriptions and Adver—
d PER ANNUM. antlionse P
5 78 6 5 TV‘;OMEY &LCO tisements for same.
. 1
76 ProT STREET. | E. TIEEER,
SYDNBEY. | ‘“ A. Beg Burremin.’
%

» NOTICE. e HONEY LABELS
o Our facilities for doing all kinds of
HOULD any beekeeper have a doubt of i = :

the genuineness of any honey sold in his Honey-label work in one or mcre
g ne]ghbolll‘hood send a s&mple to the Chairman colors are the best and we do it
oard of Health, Sydney, who will cause it dhicanly .
Ve be analysed, and take procceedings if [ S S
ecessary. A. B. BULLETIN.
4

i Have you seen the last copy

T+ Martin’s “Home & Farm.”

If not, SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY!
» %> SUBSCRIPTION Only 2/6 a year in N.S.W. Other Colonies §e.

You Should Read It!

+ 8t Is for every Farmer, Orchardist, Gardener, Maize Grower, Dalrymﬁn.
] Stock Breeder, Poultrv Keeper, Bee Keeper, Country
- and Suburban Resident.

iz The Paper for every Farm and ewsry Home throughout Australia,

“Home & Farm” Publishing Coy., 161 Clarence St., Sydney, N.S.W.

.
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'—ﬂe New Zealand Farmer,

¢ READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL-
TURAL JOURNAL.

It is practically the hand book of the New
Zealand Agriculturst.

«, Lt keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer’s
daily requirements, enabling him to utilise all
modern advantages within his reach.

The subjects dealt with ecover the whale field
of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura. pur-
guits, and the legislation affecting these several
industries. Its columns contain thoroughly
practical as well as scientific information upon
all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the
Cultivation of Crops, 8tock Breeding, and Man-
agemedt of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in
health and disease ; Dairy Methods upon im-
proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including
the Suppression of Orchard Pests ; Poultry
Rearing, Special Industries, ete., ete., besides
eritical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations
from every farming centre in the colony.

The ‘“New Zealand Farmer’” is the only paper
in/the colony wholly devoted to the interests of
‘Farmers, Wool Growers, and Orchardists.

Bubscription: Per annum, 12s 6d, posted in
advance, 10s.

Bend your Subscription through any Stationer
or direct to the ;

PUBLISHING Orrioe, Forr-sT., ADOKLAND

AMERICAN
BRED
QUEENS.

My Golden Strain are not Excelled for Beauty
or Honey Gatherers.

Tested Queerns 52.50 ea.

TUntested Queens $51.50 ea.

SAYE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.

J. W. MINER,
RONDA, N.C,, U.S.A,

‘The Australian Pastoralist,

| AND BREEDERS' GAZETTHE.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY. .
Price, 8s Per Annum.
Contains all the leadin Pastoral Intelligence.
Address Orders— : +
P.O., Woolloongabba, 3
BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND
i : .’ "
XMAS AHOY !
!
‘ e
: A
There is a great rush of Trade at ¢
Xmas time, and patrons of
+

ANTHONY HORDERN’S
FAMOUS LOW PRICES

are requested to send a]dng their orders %
for xmas Supplies as early as possible.

For Xmas we are the following
useful Catalogues

BOOK OF TOYS & XMAS PRESENTS

With Hundreds of Illustrations

UP-TO-DATE BOOK GATALOGUE,

and Price List of XMAS CARDS,
PRIZE & GIFT BOOKS, &c.

Sports Catalogue, SO
Profusely Illustrated.

The above are now ready, and will be sent
by Return Post FREE to any Address.

Grocery Price List,

Also Provisions, Household Stores, Cigars, '
Tobacco, Confectionery, &ec., ready

DECEMBER L

Post Free anywhere on or after that date:

1ssuIng

b /

&

¥

ANTHONY HORDERN & SONS

Only Universal Providers
HAYMARKET (ONLY) SYDNEY.

4

Priuted and Published by E. Treeer, Proprietor, High Street, West Maitland, N:S. W,
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The following is a list of advertisers
_in our present issue:—
v Supply Dealers.
y¢ C. J. Manning, Chuter-st., North Sydney.
- A. Hordern & Sons, Haymarket, Sydney.

" The W. T. Falconer Manufacturing Co.,
Jamestown, N.Y., U.S.A.

L. T. Chambers, Franklin-St., Melbourne

- John Rush, Mentone, Victoria.
Queen Raisers.

W. Abram, Beecroft.
~ H. L. Jones, Goodna, Queensland.
- E. T. Penglase, Fernbank P.0., Gipps-

. land, Victoria.
" . Bolton, Hamilton, Vietoria.
> R. H. Jervis, Moss Vale.
H. Edwards, Kemp’s Creek, via Liver-

pool, N.S.W.
Honey Tins.
Chown Bros. and Mullholland, ILitd.,
Thomag St., Ultimo, Sydney.
Miscellaneous.

' A. Hordern & Sons, Haymarket only,
y Sydney.

P. J. Moy & Co., 161 Sussex St, Sydnéy.
' Corney & Co., 55 Clarence-St,, Sydney.
> H. Prescott & Co., 336 & 338 Sussex-St,
1 Sydney.
?’Y 'W. L. Davey, Station-St., Fairfield, Vic.
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S HE New South Wales Bee Farmers’
Association is in the interests of
honey producers; of others as the
producers prosper. The honey pro-

ducers live long distances away from
Sydney, and cannot attend meetings but
very seldom. The proxy system enables
them to be represented by persons, also
producers, whom they know will attend,
and whom they have confidence in, will
use their votes as they wish. The plural
voting gives a man who has gone into
beekeeping on a large scale, has large
sums of money spent m it, a preference
over the talker with a few hives, little
experience, and who would make you
think heknows more than theman who has
been at it for years, produces, and has to
sell honey by tons. The subscription is
small, only half-a-crown per annum,.
It has never paid expenses. If a short-
age the secretary has always met it him-
self, and never asked to be recouped;
has paid his own expenses to meetings at
great loss and inconvenience on most
occasions. As he is a honey producer of
twelve years standing, he has a fair
idea of the wants and troubles of his
fellow beekeepers, and has always en-
deavoured to work conscientionsly for
them, and if he has had the confidence of
his fellow producers to be entrusted with
38 proxies, has never voted contrary to
the instructions received with such. The
Secretary has also to find postage stamps
and‘ time to answer quite a number of
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letters to country beekeepers on various
matters of importance to them, that
is part - of the Association’s work,
yet such being of a confidential
nature mnever appear in print The
next annual meeting will be held in
April. There will be cheap railway
facilities all over the colony. Willhoney
producers try and attend. Attendance is
better than proxies, however conscient-
iously they may be used.

Medina, N.S.W.
17th December, 1904,
Mzr. E. Tipper,
Willow Tree.

Dear Sir.—Will you please alter my
advertisement in the A.B.B. to the en-
closed. You will no doubt have noticed
by an editorial in this month’s ¢ Poultry
Journal” that I am not going to publish
any more bee news, as Thave about come
to the same conclusions in the matter as
yourself. I think I owe you an apology
for having written rather strongly against
your views in the past, but I then be-
lieved you to be in error, but I am now
forced to the conclusion that you were
rigHT and I wrowe, so let us shake
hands and forget the past, Bh! T would
like to see you make a strong reply to
‘W. Ager, whose letter appeared in the
“ Beekeeper,” as it was too strong. You
may let your readers know that I have
come over to your side of the fence. As
I am never ashamed of changing my
mind when I find that T have béen in the
wrong. Long may you be spared to
stand up for the interests of the strugg-
ling beekeepers of our land. T am afraid
that the Bee-Farmers’ Association will
never be a strong one while those who
have less than 50 colonies are debarred
from becoming members, as many good
men cannot attend to so many, and others
lilke myself are in a locality that will not
profitably support so many. Wishing
YOU every SUGCess.

I am yours faithfully,
G. COLBOURNE,

[Mzr, Colbourne is in error. Any beckeeper
can become a member of the N.S,W. Bee-

Che ustralian Bee Bulletin.
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Farmers’ Association., If he has under &
hives he has one vote. Every 50 hives abov
the first 50 entitles him to another vote. A
man with 200 hives has 4 votes, 300 hives 6,

votes.—Ed.]

( :

A Mississippi beekeeper thus writes in
the ¢ American Beekeeper”: The low
prices of honey are so discouraging, I
would be glad to be out of the business¥™
Have 14 one-half barrels in St. Louis for
almost a year and no demand for it.

Beekeeping lLeases on Crown Lands.

In the April issue of 1904, after tk
report of the N.8.W. Beekeepers’ Con
ference we stated we had seen Mr. R. A7
Price, M.1..A..; who informed us the la
does permit settlement by beekeepers ol
forest reservations., He promised to
write us particulars, but it was only a
few days since we 1ecelved the following
particulars from him, viz. ;

114 King-street,
Sydney.
Tth Dee. 1904,

%

Dear Mr. Tipper,

Your letter dated April last has only”
just reached me. I was out of town and
1t was forwarded on, as a result it has
been travelling all over the country and
just come to hand.

T did not contest a seat in Parliament
at the last election as political life has
become too hollow and putrid. Politicians
are only ‘““playing the game’ and ‘¢ fool-
ing the public”. They all appear * tarred
with the one brush.” No principle, no -
honesty, only make-believe and humbug.

Tt will be necessary to cut down the *
national expenses £3,000,000 per year if
this unfortunate countly is to prosper,
yet no set of men have the moral courage
to do so. It is all sham. That is my °
firm conviction after being closely associ- -
ated with the political humbugs and char- J
latans for the past fourteen years. L

Re your enquiry as to Beekeepers on

Forest Reserves. Special leases not ex-
ceeding 320 acres, may be applied for
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under Part IV. Section 90 of the 48
Victoria, No. 18 Crown Lands Act of
1884, for a period of 15 years. This has
been extended by Section 46 Part V. of
the 58 Vietoria No, 18 the Crown Tands
Act of 1895, this Section extends the
period to 28 years. Section 90 of 48
Victoria No. 18, the Crown Lands Act of
1884, Part IV., sets out the various pur-
poses for which Special Leases may be
granted, and the Act says:—
‘“or for any othar purpose declared
“hy the Governor by proclamation
“in the (lazette to be a purpose
“within this Section.”
I have asked the Minister for Lands to
issue such a Proclamation and it will be
igsued in due course. The matteris one
which, as you point out, will be a great
benefit to the beekeepers of the State. I
shall only be too happy to assist this
deserving industry in every way.
Wishing you and the beekeepers the
compliments of the season and many
happy and prosperous new years.

‘We have since received the following :
114 King 8t., Sydney.
Dec. 14, 1904.

I have now fixed up the matter for the
beekeepers as per previous letters and
enclosures. Wishing you and the Associa-
tion the compliments of the season and
many prosperous years.— Yours, ete.

R. A. PRIUE.
E. Tipper, Esq.

Department of Lands,
December 12th.
R. A. Price, Esq.

‘With reference to your letter of 7th
December, 1904, suggesting, on behalf of
beekeepers, that Section 90 of the Crown
Lands Act of 1884 be extended to Re-
serves, Mr. Price is informed that ‘“bee
farm” is already a ‘purpose” under the
section quoted, so that any reserve avail-
able for special lease may be applied for
as a bee farm, each application being
dealt with on its merits. Forms of

Che Australian Bee Bulletin.
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application and copies of directions as to
special leases forwarded herewith.

EDWARD MACFARLANE,
Under-Secretary,

QUEENSLAND

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION.

Meeting of the Re-formed Association.

About fifty persons, intevested in bee-
keeping and the honey industry, as-
sembled in the council room of the Nat-
ional Association, Courier Building, on
December 17. The object of the meeting
was to form a Beockeepers’ Association,
but it was eventually decided to re-form
the original association, formed nearly
20 years ago, hut which lapsed after
about six years of useful work. In fur-
therance of this decision, Mr. D. R. Me-
Connell, M.A. (Director of the Brisbane
Technical College) produced the original
minute book and various documents used
in the work of the old association, and
handed them over to the hon. sec., pro.
tem. of the movement. Among those
present were : Dr. Hamlyn Harris, D.Se.
(Toowoomba), Messrs. Frank Burrt (sec-
retary National Association), D. R. Me-
Connell (Indooroopilly), J. €. Rundle
(Hemmant), T. Lingard (Hemmant), A.
Gambling (Booval), D). H. Collins (Kan-
garoo Point), M. Holzberber (Rocklea),
P. F. Hofman (Norman Park), A. Wood-
cock, J. L. Morrissett (Clayfield), J. G.
Cole (Paddington), M. Peak: (Willow
Apiaries, Ashgrove), J. M. Mitchell (Too-
wong), M. W. White (Indooroopilly), F.
Rohan (Indooroopilly), A. 1. Spry
(Rocklea), C. T. Cowell, D. Lindsay
(Mount Grravatt), 8. R. Fuller (Taringa),
W. R. Creast (Crovely, Enoggera), A. W,
Thompson (Manly), John Wilkie (Glen-
cosa-road), Robt. J. Cribb (Milton), A,
Smith (Goodna), W. Hirst (South Bris-
bane), H. L. Jones (Goodna), T. J. Dar-
ker (Goodna), A. A. Roberts (Goodna),
A. H. W. Clarkson (Sandgate), J. Grigg,
B. J. Carroll, J. Bell; several ladies
were also present.

The hon. sec. (pro. tem.), Mr, A, H,
'W. Clarkson, read the advertisement con-
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vening the meeting, after which Mr.
Frank Burrt was unanimously elected
chairman, In acknowledging the com-
pliment, he ventured the opinion that the
good attendance augured well for the
proposed association. There were many
other. societies in Brisbane for various
purposes, and he thought the time had

arrived when a beekeepers’ Association

should be started.

Mz, Olarkson read letters of apology
and sympathy with the movement from
the following beekeepers in various parts
of the State: —Messrs. Schubert (Lands-
borough), L. Dean (Maryborough),
Richards (Wolfden), J. 8. Horne {Fairy-
meade), T. Mills (Nerang), Chippendale,
Dunsdon (Toowoomba), J. Campbell
(Harrisville), H. M. Holloway (Roma),
and Oaptain Clatworthy (Virginia
Works.):

Mzr. H. L. Jones (Goodna). moved tha
following resolution: ‘‘That the Queens-
land Beekeepers’ Association be re-
formed.” In speaking to the resolution,
Mz. Jones thought it was quite unnecces-
sary to ennumerate the benefits to be de-
rived from the Association. Ile referred
to the existence of the original associa-
tion nearly 20 years ago, and the good
work performed by it. He sincerely
hoped the association which was about to
be re-formed would ‘meet with support
and suceess.
ure at having present an expert from the
British Beekeepers’ Association, in the
person of Dr. Hamlyn Harris. (Hear,
hear.) He was very pleased to formally
move the resolution. (Applause.)

Mr. A. Gambling (Booval) seconded
the resolution, and expressed his pleasure
at the gratifying result of the circulars
igsued calling the meeting. He believed
in the old saying, * In union is strength,”
and was sure the re-forming of the Asso-
ciation would be productive of good. He
referred to a remark made hy Mr. Ran-
dall (late Queensland immigration agent)
on one cceasion, at a West Moreton show,
where a quantity of honey was exhibited,
that ¢“if 1t were placed on the home maxr-
ket it would have a ready sale.” The

Che Australian Bee Bulletin.
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speaker touched on the bond of friend-
ship  which existed hbetween  bee-
keepers, and the interest created by the
work in which they engaged. He had
great pleasure in seconding the reselution.
(Applause.)

Dr, Hamlyn Harris D.Se. (Toowoom-
ba), who has had a large experience in
apiculture, and who is regarded as an ex-
pert authority on all matters connected
therewith, met with a cordial reception on
rising to support the resolution. To he
able to speak before a congregation of
beekeepers, he said, was to him a great
treat.  On former oceasions he had
spoken at gatherings of British beekeep-
ers. Beekeeping, m addition to drawing
men together, had a refining influence.
The industry did not alone deal with the
study of the bees themselves. Allindus-
tries had societies, and he was pleased to
know that a Beekeepers’ Association was
to be re-formed. He then referred to the
existence of various kindred societies in
various parts of the world. Some persons

held the idea that the formation of the

association would knock some beekeepers
out of the market, but he inclined to the
belief that the regulation of price and
mainfaining of good quality would result
from the existence of the association. At
a meeting in Sydney, he had spoken fav-
ourably to the introduction of Australian
honey on the London market. The price,
of course, varied, He knew of a price-—
3d. per 1b.—but that was not for honey,
as some thought, but for what is known
as ‘“‘honeydew.” Many of the brands of
honey on the English market had the
taste of the old combs, which existed in
the hives. He counselled his hearers to
take care that the hives were maintained
in a clean condition. His desive was to
help, and give a few hints, not to be crit-
ical. He advocated the sending of their
best to the home market. TIf nice sam-
ples, neatly put up, were sent to England,
he had no doubt they would find a ready
sale. Inferior samples had been sent
from ‘other parts of the world, which
were used in the preparation of medicines.
He impressed on hig hearers the necess-

i
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, » to be the same year after year,

-
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ity of careful grading, which would have
There
must be uniformity if they wished to
create a market for their honey. The
doctor then referred to visits made by him
to Germany, Ttaly and Switzerland, where
he saw a great deal in conmection with

=~ the beekeeping industry. Honey-vine-

gar, on the English market, could be

»* bought for 7id. perhalf-pint. Hoe asked

why could not a similar industry be
started here? A less marketable honey,
if used in that way, would be of immense
benefit to beekeepers. Heney could also

. . be used in the preparation of cakes, etc.,

in which it acted as a preservative. He

.+ suggested that the association issue cir-

4

culars to the public in this connection.
Referring to beeswax, the doctor ex-
pressed the opinion that the maintenance
of the proper colour (white) was not pro-
perly understood, judging from the sam-

~ » ples which he had seen at various exhi-

bitions. He suggested that this com-

» » modity be put up in small tablets, which

would be bought by many a housewife,
and used for various pur;oses. Thewax

. might also be used in the preparation of

, . way possible,

ointment, and would command a ready
sale. In conclusion, he said he would be
delighted to help his hearers in every
Speaking to the resolu-
tion, which he heartily supported, he

-~ thought it should be received with hearty

approval by every beekeeper in Queens-

» land. All beekeepers should drop any-

-

~

thing savouring of party feeling. e
had wvery much pleasure in supporting
the motion. (Loud applause.)

Mr. D. R. Mc¢Connell (Indooroopilly)
also supported the motion, and spoke in

b+ warm terms of the address delivered by

Dr. Hamlyn Harris. He referred to the

¥ Asgociation which was started nearly 20

»
. tary (pro. tem.) He made sympathetic

ears ago, and produced the records,
which he handed over to the hon. secre-

veference to those earnest workers who

. had since passed away; and mentioned
" the names of Messrs. Uribb, Liyons and

Jones, who were still with them [He
himself was a living link with those early

Zhe Austrelian Bee Bulletin.
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days, as he had been one of the judges
at various exhibitions ever since. Mr.
MecConnell spoke encouragingly of the
work of beexeepers, and thought the as-
sociation was capable of very good work.
(Applause.)

My, R. J. Cribb (Milton) who held the
position of hon. secretary in the original
association, spoke briefly in support of

- the motion, and expressed his pleasure at

the large attendance. Much good, he
thought, would result from the re forma-
tion of the association, which would al-
ways have his hearty support. (Ap-
plauss.)

The motion, on being put to the meot-
ing, was carried unanimously amidst en-
thusiasm, most of those present becoming
members of the re-formed association.

The following office-bearers were then
elected (who will also hold office during
the year 1905) :—President, Mr. H. L.
Jones (Goodna) : vice-president, Mr. W.
H. Duntden (Toowoomba); hon. secre-
tary, Mr, A. H, W. Clarkson (Sandgate) ;
hon. treasurer, Mrs. A, F. Spry; commit-
tee, Messrs. J. Bell, A. Gambling, J. C.
Rundle, A. F. Spry and R. J. Cribb. Dr.
Hamlyn Harris was appointed honorary
consulting expert.

The subscription was fixed at 58, per
annum, and 2s. 6d per annum for own-
ers of five hives or under. It was decided -
that rules and regulations for the guid-
ance of members be drawn up by the
committee and submitted at a meeting to
be held in January next.

Dr. Hamlyn Harris moved a vote of
thanks to the chairman for presiding,
which was carried unanimously. In re-
sponding, Mr. Burrt congratulated the
members of the re-formed association on
the successful result of their delibera-
tions, and assured them of his hearty
support, both privately and as secretary
of the National Association. The council
room of the National Association would
be at their disposal on any occasion which
would not clash with other meetings.
(Applause.)

Mr. H. L., Jones moved a vote of thanks
to Dr. Hamlyn Harris for his presence
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and interesting address, which was car-
ried unanimously, and briefly responded
to. A vote of thanks was also passed to
the press for attending and reporting the
proceedings. The meeting, which was
characterised by unanimity and enthusi-
asm, terminated at 10.3G p.m.

For the information of members and
intending members, all communications
for the association should be addressed to
My, A, . W. Clarkson, honorary secre-
tary, Sandgate, until further notice

INTERVIEW WITH MR. H. L.

JONES, PRESIDENT.

On the termination of the meeting, in
the course of a conversation with Mr. T
L. Jones, the newly-elected president of
the Queensland Beskeepers’ Association,
our representative was informed by that
gentleman that he had oceupied the posi-
tion of vice-president in the original asso-
ciation, During the years which had
elapsed since the operations of the assoc-
iation ceased, Mr. Jones added, the want
of some central organization had been
keenly felt by many of those engaged in
the important history of honey manufac-
ture. He expressed his gratification at
the result of the meeting, and was cer-
tain the success of the association would
be achieved by all the members working
together.— Daily Mail.

Division of Labour Among Bees.
[®. F. PHILLIPS, PIL.D., MEDINA, U.S.A. ]

Baron von Berlepsch, in the “Bienen-
zeitung,” records some careful experi-
ments conducted by him to find at what
age the worker bees normally leave the
hive. The method used by him was to
put an Italian queen in a colony of
common black bees and then watch the
young Italian workers as they appeared.
This was done several times, and each
time the time of the first flicht of the
young hees was recorded, and they were
then followed until they heeame field
hees. This was probably the most care-
ful observation made up to that time, and
a good deal has since been added. With-
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out going into all the details of the records
of von Berlepsch and others, we can
briefly outline the history of a common
worker during the summer months. After
leaving its cell in the brood frame the
young bee remains in the hive for at least
seven days, generally nine. For the first
day or two it is weak, and does no work
of any kind; but later it takes up the
work of nursing the larvee, Tf there is
any wax to build, it is the younger bees
that secrete it. Atabout the age of seven
to mine days, depending on the weather
to a great extent, the bees begin to take
short flights in front of the hive entrance
on warm afternoons, not to collect honey
or pollen, but to cleanse themselves; and
in these first flights they rarely fly more
than a few feet from the hive, and on
their return they take up again their
labours of nursing and wax building.

‘When about sixteen to twenty days old
they begin to take foraging trips, and
normally never do any other work until
they die. It need scarcely be added that,
when only old bees are present in the
hive, they do the nursing and cell build-
ing; but under the usual conditions each
worker goes through this life-cycle. Two
or three points are worthy of considera-
tion in this connection. In swarming, the
young bees as well as the old fly from the
hive and leave with the swarm, so we
may conclude that it is not weakness that
keeps the bees in the hive or that limits
their earliest flights to a few feet from
the entrance. 'We know too, that the
sense of smell is very highly developed in
bees, and in their early flights they may
easily be guided by this sense entirely, so
that, if quite blind, they could find their
way back to the hive, We may, then,
conclude that sight is not a highly im-
portant sense toa bee up to time it begins
to take foraging trips. Even in swarm-
ing, when the young bees do fly, for
some distance they are doubtless kept
from wandering too far away by the scent
which we know is present in a swarm.

In seeking for an explanation for the
habits of any animal it is advisable, if
possible, to compare these habits with

-
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those of some other animal nearly related,
**or of somewhat similar habits. Ants,
which belong to the same order of insects,

* the Hymenoptera, also have a queen,
males (or drones) and undeveloped

“ females. The undeveloped females are
..either workers or soldiers for the pro-
tection of the colony. In some species

, .there is more than one kind of worker,
‘ and the different types have different
» duties to perform. In such cases the
workers do the same kind of work all their

» lives, and the soldiers are for the protec-
tion of the colony only, and do none of
> *the work which belongs to the workers,
Here, then, the division of labour is

- *earried out to a much higher degree, and
the individual is destined to certain duties

~ by its very structure. In the bee the
same thing is brought about by the bees

* taking up various duties at diffevent ages.

. »1f the division of labour in ants is caused
by structural differences, how are we to
.account for the same thmg in bees where
we do not have more than one type of
worker ? We may explain this by say-
ing that the bee knows by instinct that it
-~ must make cells and feed the larvee while
it is young ; but instinct is blamed with

» too many things already, and it is better
to find, if possible, some real cause rather

> *than fool ourselves by attributing all the
actions to a thing which we cannot

*> sdefine, I do not mean to imply that it is
_impossible for instinct to bring this about,

" but 1 think it very zmprobable and per-

_ sonally prefer some other explanation.

In my work on “Compound Eyes” I
‘noticed that the entire eye is covered by
unbranched hairs; and In trying to find
*some use for these I was entirely at sea

_until I noticed that, although the young
 bees have their eyes well covered, the
ﬁeld hees have almost every hive removed.
! These hairs are so dense in young hees
that it is difficult to conceive of the bee
seeing anything clearly ; but there is no
o ElCch obst;mctmu for old bees. It then
oceurred to me that possibly this was in
some way connected with the division of
labour which we find.

By
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It has been shown that a young bee
can get along without sight, sinee none
of its actions require acute vision, and the
presence of these hairs indicates that it is
probably nearly blind. Can we mnot,
then, explain the confinement of the
young bee to inside duties of the hive by
the fact that it cannot see to do anything
else? We do not call it instinet when a
soldier ant protects the colony and does
none of the work of the workers, since it
is structurally unable to care for the
laryee, and it is equally unnecessary to
attribute to instinet the fact that the
young bee does not gather honey, since
it cannot see to fly further from the hive
that the distanco to which seent will guide
it, There may be some othetr structural
difference between young and old bees,
but it seems to me that these small hairs
must be of great importance tothe colony
in compelling bees to do the different
kinds of work. 0ld bees can build comb
and feed laryee, but do so only when it is
absolutely necessary, but a young bee
can do nothing else.

The Disappearing Trouble and
Paralysis.

[BY R. BEUHNE,]

I am averse to going further into this
matter at present, but Mr. Abram’s ¢ who
will step on my coat tail” tone, compels
me to make a few further remarks, I
quite agree with Mr. A on what he has
said about paralysis, in proof of which I
have published his articles in ““ A.B.B.”
in the * Leader.” I am not speaking of
paralysis, but of the disappearing trouble.
Mr. Abram’s last letter proves, if further
proof were needed, that he has no per-
sonal knowledge of the latter. He S8YS :
he sent affected beos to Gtermany, which
he could not have done in the case of our
trouble.

Since My, A, insists on being told what
I said *¢ did” refer to himself and a few
others, whose names I shall give when
they ask forit as he has done. My. A, can-
not have read whatT published at the time.
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I investigated no theory but collected
facts, to have published the whole of the
correspondence and personal interviews
would have filled the whole of the A.B.B.
for six months. The facts are : Waithin
a radius of 20 miles of this district, all
colonies extracted or robbed after Febru-
ary, whether in frame hives, box hives,
or trees, whether blacks, hybrids or
Ttalians, strong, medium or weak, suc-
cumbed next spring in the manner des-
cribed at the time, leaving behind a full
supply of sealed stores, the honey of best
market quality. Swarms obtained out-
side the district when hived on these
stores progressed normally for a month,
then began to disappear. If hived on the
same combs after being extracted no dis-
appearing took place. Bees from else-
where exposed in cages overnight re-
covered under the influence of warmth,
while bees (in equal numbers) wintered
locally, exposed at the same time, perished.

In the year 1878, that is, before the
time of the bar frame hive and Italian
bees, this distriet was almost swept clean
of bees, the heavy beeless bozes being
robbed in spring. Bee trees suffered the
game way.

The influence of food, (particularly
during development) on the vitality is
well-known in the case of infants,
domestic animals, poultry and silkworms,
and may I add, on good authority, will
be known before long in the case of bees.
T am prevented going further into the
matter. I have had the privilege of see-
ing a report of research, but I cannot
anticipate if.

In a straw of Dr. Miller’s, page 1012
of “ (leanings,” Nov. 1, 1904, there is
also some evidence of beefood as the
cause of lack of vitality.

It will probably be six months before I
have collected this year’s information of
losses. There is always a loss which has
to be eliminated aiter further inguiry, as
some years ago tonow, some peoples’ hees
died of paralysis, some of queenlessness,
and some of starvation, and all are first
reported as disappearing, and the owner
in each case has his own view as to the
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cause. We, each of us have our fads and
failings, but self-laudation and self-
assertiveness, not failings of mine at any
rate, and I have mane no claims whatever
of discovering either a remedy or a pre-
ventative. Mr A. is mistaken in thinking
that'he has a monopoly of the powers of
correct observation and patient study. I
am at one with Mr. A. that paralysis was
first introduced from outside Australia,
and I can produce numerous instances of
it being introduced into Victoria with
queens from other parts of Australia.

VICTORIAN APIARISTS’ ASSOCIA-

TION.
NOTICE® TO BEEKEEPERS.

Will  beekeepers who can supply
samples of honey from various sources
for Dr. Howell, communicate with the
undersigned. .

Samples should be asnearly as possible
pure of the particular kind (that is free
from honey of other sourees). A sample
of pure red bhox is particularly wanted.

Trusting that beekeepers will respond
readily as the matter is of importance.

R. BEUHNE,
Tooborac.

Q‘u'Eg_ NS.

One, 3s; 3, 78 6d; .8, £1,
Bred from Imported Stosk.

R. H. JERVIS,
Moss Vale.

‘We wish our many readers and sub-

scribers all the usual compliments of the '

season.

Frames with staples under end of top
bars we have voted a nuisance.

The honey flow being on the swarming
fever has considerably decreased.

If you want a real good smoker try a
Corneil, to be had at Hordern & Sons,
Sydney.
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Rearing Thousands of Queens from
One Colony.

BY @. M. DOOLITTLE.
‘When spring opens I select one of the
strongest colonies I have in the apiary,
the same having a queen of the previous
season’s rearing, as this colony should
have a queen that is not likely to fail in

her egg-laying ability during the season,

as the laying of the queen below has
much to do with the perfection of the
queens reared above, in my opinion.

About the middle of May I go to other
colonies in the apiary, and take frames of
emerging brood to the number needed to
take the place of those in this hive,
having no brood in them, which is gen-
erally from one to three. These heeless
combs of brood are now set in the hive,
when in a week or ten days I have a col-
ony strong enough to commence opera-
tions.

As soon as the colony is strong enough
to go into the upper story profitably, I go
to some hive in the bee-yard that can
spare them, and get two frames having
mostly eggs and unsealed larveo in the
comb. Or, if the colony is a little weal,
take these two frames of unsealed brood
from their hive and set in their places
two frames of emerging brood from other
colonies. This will strengthen the col-
ony still further, and malke it stronger
earlier in the season. I now put on top
of this hive containing the prepared
strong colony, a hive having a queen-ex-
cluder nailed to the bottom of it, so that
if we need to look into the hive below
afterward, the excluder will lift off with
the upper hive having the upper hive
and excluder in place, the two combs
of unsealed brood are placed in the
centre, and four frames well filled
with honey are placed two on either side
of these, making six frames in all. The
rest of the hive is filled out with dummies
except the place left for the division
hoard feeder used in feeding, at all times
when the flowers are not yielding nectar.

Before going for the needed royal jelly
and the larvee to transfer into it, I stop
at the prepared hive, tale out one of the
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dummies, shove the frames that way till
Ileave a frame’s space between the
combs of brood, when the coverisput on
again. As a rule, it takes me from 13 to
20 minutes to get the royal jelly, the
larvee, put the jelly and larvee into the

- cell-cups, and take the now prepared

frame to the prepared hive,

On now opening the hive I find the
prepared space lett for the frame of
prepared cell-cups, filled with bees, all
clustered in there, often so closely that I
have to work the frame slowly up and
down in lowering it into the hive, thus
causing the bees to run out of the way.
I speak of this, not only to show how
strong the colony should be to rear good
queens, but I believe that this clustering
has quite a little to do with their being
better prepared with royal jelly, and for
queen-rearing, than they would be did I
leave the providing of this space till I
came with the cell-cups already prepared
for insertion.

Three days later I go to the hive again
take out another dummy, draw the frames
toward that part of the hive from which
it is taken till T come to the frame of
brood, when I left the frame of ecells,
take off one or two of them for the royal
jelly needed in starting the next batch of
cells, when the frame of cells is placed in
the vacant space behind the frame ot
brood, caused by taking out the dummy
and drawing the others along, thus pre-
paring the same place between the frame
of brood for the next frame of pre-
pared cell-cups which the first one
occupied and when all ready it it placed
there as was the first,

Four days later the last dummy is
removed, the frames again drawn along
till we come to a frame of brood, when
the last preparved frame of cells is taken
out, one or two taken off for royal jelly,
and the frame‘* jumped ” to the outside
of the frame of brood, which gives room
for the third prepared frame between the
frames of brood again, where it is placed
as soon as it is prepaved. As it is in-
tended not to do any work-with the bees,
on Sunday, I time it so that no cells need
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come off on that day, from being ‘“‘ripe,”
so prepare the next lot of cells three days
later, which makes ten days from the
time we started, at which time the first
are ripe, so that wereally have only three
prepared frames every ten days.

The frame of ripe cells is now taken
out and distributed where they are needed
when I lift out the two frames of brood,
look them over to make sure that the
bees have started no queen-cells on them,
when these two frames of now sealed
brood are jumped over behind the two
frames of cells now remaining. I then
tale out a frame of honey from each side,
and shove all the frames along toward
each side of the hive, so as to make room
for two frames containing eggs and larvee
taken from any hive in the yard, which
are placed in the center of ‘the hive again
ag the first two were, being left apart for
the fourth prepared frame, which is now
fixed as were the others, and put in.

This tells the correspondent all there is
of it, only that you keep on in this way
all of the season,
on, or the bees get too crowded for room
so they are liable to swarm, put on a hive
of combs above this second story, and
extract the honey from it as often as it
accumulates, making the hive too heavy
to lift off handily; for you must lift this
hive instead of the cover, after it is once
put on. In this way Iget hundreds, and
up into the thousands, of cells from the
one colony in one season.

DR. LANGER ON BEE STINGS.

The belief that the sting of the bee
may exercise a salutory influence on
rheumatic pains is very widely spread
among beekeepers, and dates back from
early times. Berlepsch mentions very
briefly this fact in his manual, and
declares that it is very easy to believe
and easy to explain,

Since my reseirches on the poison of
bees were made known, a number of
beekeepers and doctors have questioned
me concerning my opinion as to the in-
fluence of stings in rheumatism. Having
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made no personal experiments on this
subject I have been in the habit of re-
plying that, very likely, the matter con-
tained in bee-poison operates on the
patient like applications of blisters made
by cantharides.

Dr, Terc, a physician at Marburg,
made a number of personal applications
in this way. As early as 1888 he had
applied about 39,000 stings of hees to 173
persons, and he made note of the remark-
able coincidences between the application
of the remedy and the relief of rheumat-
ism, In 1903 he presented the result of
some new observations to the Royal and
Imperial Society at Vienna. As his re-
port 18 not yet printed, the author has
confided to me his manuscript. It is a
summing up of the cases already noted—
experiments made on more than 500
persons, Being a beekeeper and a doctor,
I believe if is my duty to give the result
of this interesting work to the beekeep-
ing world,

The results obtained by this doctor
cause him to speak with enthusiasm on
the use of bee-stings as a cure for rheu-
matism. . He is persuaded that all articu-
latory rheumatism, chronic or not, is cur-
able by the poison of the bee; and the
disease is healed more rapidly if the cure
ig applied early. Tt should be noticed
that each case presents characteristics
peculiar to itself. The doctor is under
the impression that these stings have a
very salutory influence in the cure of
acute rheumatism, He was impressed
by the fact that none of the 30 patients
attacked by that kind of rtheumatism was
afflicted with heart trouble. Stings have
even been efficacious in cases of muscular
rheumatism and facial neuralgia. The
effect of the poison is local or general.
The latter renders the sufferer immune,
and thus leads to a cure. It is slower
than other remedies—for example, sali-
cylic acid, but it surpasses them in its
effect. The doctor and the patient should
have patience and confidence. This
remedy should be kept from children and
old people, those who show a complica-
tion of troubles such as a lack of blood,

.

-
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tuberculosis, inflammation of the kidneys,
or fever. However, in the case of the
latter, as soon as the fever has disappeared
one may apply the cure in question to
the patient. Dr. Terc has seen no danger
except in a case of weakness of the heart;
and he is disposed to believe that serious
troubles with the circulatory apparatus
are present when several applications of
stings produce general trouble-. When
from time to time we read of the death of
a man, occasioned by a single sting, we
may rest assured that his days and per-
haps his hours were numbered, and that
he would have succumbed soon without
any accident.

The method of application is very
simple. The bee is seized between the
thumb and first finger. Itis made tosting
on the spot chosen, and is killed by
squeezing it. The sting remains in the
wound, or at least is not removed until
the automatic movements of that organ
have entirely ceased. Dr. Terc begins
his eure by applying one or sometimes
three stings, applied at the extremities
or on the back. According to the re-
actions produced he increases the number
more or less. He has applied as many
as 150 in a day; butin general he advises
that not more than 100 be used. The
treatment extends through one, two, or
even three years.

After beginning, he causes the patienc
to malke careful observations for three
days, after which he can with certainty
predict the cure of the patient, otherwise
he dissuades him from continuing further.
The pain of the cure is woeful and pro-
gressive, and it needs a certain degree of
heroism to go to the end. On this
account it will be readily understood that
the methods used by Dr. Terc become
popular very slowly; nevertheless they
never disappoint one who perseveres in
them. It is self-evident that the sting
cure does not do away with the ehanging
operations in the body of the patient,
such as atrophy and the degeneration of
tissue.

Porhaps we shall be able some day to
malke a serum from animals rendered
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immune to the stings of bees; then if
will be possible to apply that remedy ina
way less painful to the human body.

“TI hail with pleasure,” says Dr. Tere,
“eyery improvement in the method I
have indicated. As for me, I am fully
resolved on the task I imposed on myself
23 years ago.”— Gleanings.

Extracts from Old Bee Writers.

The Irish Bee Journal gives some
delightful extracts from old bee writers.
The following is from the Rev. Charles °
Butler, 1609:

In order to avoid stings the beekeeper
must not be (1) unchaste, (2) unclean, (3)
smelling of sweat, (4) have a stinking
breath, (5) not given to drunkenness, (6)
not puffing or blowing, (7) not acting
violently, (8) no stranger to his bees, (9)
wear no offensive apparel. In a word,
‘‘you must be chaste, clean, sweet, sober,
quiet and familiar, so will they love thee.”
Yet, with all this love and familiarity, he
recommends a ‘“hood of coarse boulter-
ing,” the origin of a modern bee veil ;
and he further advises the beekeeper to
drink of the best beer, and wet his hands
and face with the same. The best time
to manipulate was while the bees were
out in the fields foraging. Handle them
quietly, and with as little “ business” as
you may. DBeekeeping is to be learned
with experience, guided with reason and
discretion.

Butler’s wisdom and experience cer-
tainly taught him many facts in regard
to bees doubtful or unknown before his
time. He was the first to testify that *a
bee is but a year’s bird,” many before
him believing that they lived four or even
ten years. He notes the following good
qualities in the bee : - Profitable, labor-
ious, busy, loyal, swift, nimble, quick of
scent, bold, cunning, chaste, neat. For
cleanliness and neatness they may be a
“Mirror to the finest dames.” Out-
wardly, their form ispleasant and comely,
but the inward qualities of the mind are
even more perfect. Of their labour he
says:—Unto the industrious nature of



200

the bee nothing is more odious than sloth
and idleness, for, while there is matter
to work upon, their labour never ceases.
It they ave idle in the still months it is
because there is no gathering. Bees ply
their labour like men in harvest, and they
gather the very quintessence of all the
sweetness of the earth. In their labour,
both at home and abroad, they are so
admirable that they may be a pattern to
men, As for their order it is simply
perfect, for every selfish feeling is sub-
ordinated to the good of the community
- as a whole.

Here is loud praise of the bee, and
strong commendation of our hobby :—
“ Among all the creatures our bountiful
God h .th made for the use and service of
man, in respect of great profit with small

cost; of their ubiquity or being in all .

countries, and of their continual labour
and comely order, the bees are most to be
admired. For, first with the provision of
a hive, and some little care and attend-
ance, which need be no hindrance to
other business, but rather a delightful
recreation amid the same, they bring in
a store of sweet delicacies wholesome both
for meat and medicine.” Of this quint-
essence of all sweetness” Butler has
much to say. Nectar is gathered from
an infinite variety of herbs, ftrees and
flowers, succeeding one another, and
many of these are named; but, like all
the ancients, he greatly esteemed honey-
dew, for he says, the ‘‘ greatest plenty of
purest nectar cometh from above, mir-
aculously distilled out of the air.” He
notes that honey is finer or coarser accord-
ing to the soil, the finer the wool, the
finer the honey, and that the districts
that have store of the sweetest flowers
have ever the best honey, so his con-
clusion is that quality depends on forage.
The best prize samples should be clear,
odoriferous, yellow like pale gold (al-
though right virgin honey is more erystal-
line), sharp, sweet and pleasant to the
taste, of a mean consistency between thick
and thin. All honey, however, was not
of this quality and purity, to judge by
the following way in which it was pre-
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pared : —“ Some make one work of all—
pounding and compounding honey, wax,
bees, skadrons and sandrach all together,
Then with a press they violently wring
out all that will run!” The peculiar
spelling has not been retained. Rather
forbidding at first, one, however, soon
becomes quite familiar with its idiosyn-
crasies, and it has a delightful old-world
flavour of its own.

EARLY ENGLISH WRITERS.

IT.—Epwarp SourHERNE—I1593.
By D.M.M., Banff, in Irish Bee Journal.

Southerne seems to have been a cap-
able apiculturist, and I have special
pleasure in drawing the attention of nov-
ices to his opinions, derived from experi-
ence, of bees and their tempers and
stings. “Thou wilt say I would well
like to have Honey and Waxe, butI like
not the stinging of Bees. Well there is
no commoditie, in regard of worldly
wealth, but hath some discommoditie.

The marchant before he obtain his desire

doth adventure life and goods; and it is
reason the cat should wette her feetif she
will eate any fish. Well (say you) then
of necessitie we must be stung. I say
no—for if thou use them according to the
divections hereafter mentioned thou
need’st not feare stinging.” These direc-
tions need not all be repeated here, but
gentleness is emphasised as a prime re-
quisite in a hee-keeper when handling
his bees—** Goe orderly to them and thou
shalt find them gentle as sheepe.”

Southerne’s hives were made of straw,
of about half a bushel size, because he
did not thinlk the large hives profitable.
The inside was to be made smooth be-
forehand, to save the hees much valuable
time and hard labour after they were
hived. Else the bees will have “ much
ado about scratching and biting awa
such paltrie that they might have filled
halfe the hive with waxe and honey.”
His recipe for dressing the hive, by
means unique of its kind, will bear repe-
tition— ¢ If your bees will not tarrie in
any hive, put therein two handfuls of

&
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Barley or Pease, but Mault is the best if
you have it, and let a Pigge eat it, turn-
ing the hive with your hands as he eat-
eth, that the froth which he maketh in
eatinge may remain in the hive, then
wipe the hive again lightly with an old
cloath, and so the Bees being put in will
abide without further trouble.” Several
later writers commended this singular

_ plan, and others did not at least * dis-

commend” its use.

Good bee-man although he was, and
with at least fourteen years’ experience
when he wrote, he seems to have been at
sea regarding the sovereign of the hive,
believing that there was no ‘Master”
bee, but only a number of leaders, and
that these, or even the drones, took
charge of and led out the swarms. He
had no belief in the efficacy of tanging
with basin, pot, kettle, or frying pan,
crediting the custom with doing more
harm than good.

Cleanliness was rigidly inculeated.
Regular cleaning up of the floor-board in

- late autumn and early spring was a duty.

Narrowing the entrance to the smallest
limits in winter, and gradually opening it
wider as the season advanced was strongly
advised. He wasno advocate of Diiving,

ecause he credited it with causing a loss
of bees and brood, while it inevitably led
to robbing, and bees could not live in an
empty hive. Feeding led to robbing,
and consequent loss of colonies, and fur-
ther it made ‘“ bees lazy.” Yet he was
an advocate of powerful colonies, and be-
lieved in having all ¢ lustie and stronge.”

Neighbouring beekeepers at times
quarrelled over runaway swarms even in
the 16th century, it seems, for we have a
vivid picture of such a dispute, fortun-
ately ending happily for all concerned.
Even more humorous is Southerne’s de-
seription of the greedy Parson claiming
his tithe ot the beekeeper’s swarms,
Willing to oblige, he actually carried his
tenth swarm to the Parsonage, and then
threw it out in the lobby to work conster-
nation in the house, while he wended his
way quietly homeward with his skep un-
der his arm. It, at least, was his own,

The _Australian Bee Bulletin.

201

as he had purchased it in the open mar-
ket,  “Happily both, later, became
friends, and if they doe not well I pray
God we may!” guaintly adds our author.
With the echo of these words I will now
conclude.

HONEY AS FOOD.

The following is from the pen of the
eminent Dr. Sangrado, and first appeared
I believe, in 4beille Bourguignonne :

Sugar constitutes, together with meat,
and fat, an indispensable food for the
maintenance of the normal equilibrium of
health. It is necessary to eat these three
articles in order to be well, while waiting
for the ideal dishes the chemists have so
long promised us.

Up to the present time we have only
milk as a complete food—that is, includ-
ing the three substances mentioned as
being necessary for a daily ration. Sugar
is represented to a great extent mn fruits,
except that kind which we use to sweeten
coffee  One gets but little of it from
vegetables. It exists extensively in
meats, but the quantity which one thus
assimilates is quite insufficient.

In winter one has at his disposal, as
sugared dishes, nothing but pastry,
canned stuff, and honey. Pastry is
very indigestible and cannot serve as
regular food. Then there remain canned
stuffs and honey. 'Lhe first are but
slightly valued, and justly. As for
honey, it seems to me its usage is rather
limited, and that is a great ptty, for it is
a food and a medicament of the first rank.

Honey includes, in large quantity,
sugar in conjunction with other food sub-
stances in a form eminently easy to digest
and assimilate. It does not irritate the
stomach, and passes through it rapidly,
for it is not digested by that organ, but
rather by the intestines, as are all the
sugars. Thanks to the properties in it, it
is easily assimilated by the intestines
without overloading them for any undue
length of time, as is the case with certain
ripe fruits, Besides, it is very nutritious,
and nearly every particle of its own
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weight is assimilable. I say nothing as
to its taste. Each one can settle that for
himself. :

Honey is a medicament which can be
used for various purposes. Dyspeptics,
whose real treatment consists in a strict
food regimen, should use it as a dessert
in place of cakes, fruit and nuts, such as
almonds.

Honey has still one more advantage,
which is that it acts as a mild laxative,
and that is a valuable property for habit-
ual constipation, which gives rise to many
disorders.

Without doubt it is owing to this
double action that honey owes its reputa-
tion as a narcotic. Hence it may be re-
commended for sleeplessness. Two
spoonfuls of honey in a glass of water
will suffice to induce sound sleep all
night. :

It is probable that homey, in such
cases, serves to displace indigestible
foods, which, retained in the stomach,
disturb our nightly rest.

. That is not all. Honey mixed with
water serves as an excellent gargle, hav-
ing, besides, the merit of being very
agreeable to the taste, either swallowed
by accident or on purpose, for honey
mingled with water is delicious, and the
ancient Gauls thought such a beverage
was the drink of the Gods, and called it
hydromel.— Gleanings.

CAPPINGS.

I have what I consider fairly reliable
proof that bees can travel 30 miles an
hour, but I can adduce no evidence to
prove it. While I believe that they ean
do so, however, I am quite confident that
they rarely do. My beliefis that, though
in making for the foraging grounds,
they easily travel a mile in three
minutes yet on their return they
frequently take double that time; and I
know on occasions they may take ten
minutes. I have watched them hundreds
of times approaching home heavily laden,
and I know that for a considcrable dis-
tance I have paced them at the above
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speed. In watching them leaving or re-
turning to their hives, I made elaborate
observations for given distances, and
these bore me out in these conclusions.—
‘Writer in British Lee Journal,

The good queen is the one whose
colony gets the most honey.

Blackstone, that great authority on
law, says that a swarm remains the pro-
perty of the person from whose hive it
1ssues so long as it is kept in sight by the
owner or some person acting for him, and
may be followed on to another person’s
premises for recovery of same with or
without permission. If, however, the
swarm be lost sight of, even for a short
time, the bees become fere nature, or
“wild” in the eye of the law, and are
not recoverable. A judge has decided
that under this law swarms may be

. followed into a neighbour’s garden for

recovery, just as sheep straying therein
could.— Ezchange.

PrrpsrATION ForR SwanMiNe. —Years
ago it was understood as a rule without
exceptions that a prime swarm wouid not
issue until sufficient time had elapsed from
the first starting of queen-cells for one or
more of them to be sealed. Since mov-
able combs came into use it has come to
be regarded as a rule with many excep-
tions, Is it really true that there is ever
an exception? To be sure, a swarm
often issues with no sealed cell present,
perhaps only eggs in queen-cells, but
does that ever occur when the bees are
left to themselves? TIf queen-cells are
destroyed by the beekeeper, the bees may
then swarm with only eggs in the queen-
colls, or possibly without even as much
preparation as that; but is there ever
really a case in which the bees swarm
inside of eight days after the first egg is
laid in a queen-cell >— American Hee
Journal.,

In South America the orange hblossom
is a most valuable factor im the produc-
tion of honey, as the tree commences to
bloom about the end of winter (there is
no season which can be called spring in
Paraguay), at a time when the swarms
are weak and other flowers scarce. The

<
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orange blossom produces an excellent
honey, of fine colour, pleasant flavour,
and admirable keeping qualities. Orange
trees are present everywhere in Paraguay ;
they grow wild in the woods in great
abundance, and are, in fact, in many
parts the commonest wildtree, Although

. the fruit of the wild tree is not edible, the

™7 will be diminished.

. pasture.

~ of nectar will be increased.

flowers are equally valuable as bee

The orange trees continue in
flower for about two months, when their
place is taken by numerous other flowers.
Some plants such as the banana, are in
flower more or less all the year round,

but, although they contain a large quan-

- tity of honey, from the shape of the

flower they are difficult of access to the
bees, who are, however, very fond of
them, and may be seen busily collecting
honey from such flowers as have fallen to
the ground. To make a comparison be-
tween Paraguay and Australia, another
part of the world where many large
apiaries exist, Paraguay is exempt both
from the extreme droughts and the ex-
treme heats of Australia. In the latter
colony the thermometer frequently rises
to 120 degs. in the interior ; in Paraguay
a reading of 100 degs. is rare. Aus-
tralia is just recovering from a drought
of seven years’ duration; in Paraguay if
a whole month passes without rain it is
called a drought. Owing to the cheap-
ness of living and of labour, working ex-
penses are much lessin Paraguay thanin
Australia, while the prices obtainable
for honey are also in fayour of the South
American country.— Ewchange.

The atmospheric electricity has an in-

fluence on the production of the neectar.
During the stormy or threatening days,

» the positive electricity of the atmosphere

is constantly passing in the ground and
accelerates the movement of the sap, the

growth of the plants and other features’

of vegetation TIf, now, the ground is
rich and sufficiently wet, the production
It the oppo-
site conditions prevail, the flow of nectar
Sometimes in dry
weather, a stormy condition of the atmos-
phere can cut off the flow entirely. That
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this double action exists has been shown
by submitting plants cultivated in pots to
an electric current,.— Le Rucher Belge.

The bees gather honey dew chiefly at
the base of the leaf stems. The honey
from that source is of & greenish-brown
colour, very thick, and of a peculiar strong
taste. It is not obtained every year. It
is found on fruit trees only when the crop
of fruit will be absent or very short. This
honey dew is formed by the materials
which ought to have filled the fruits.
‘When there is no fruit to fill, these
materials exude chiefly at the base of the
leat stems. They contain a small pro-
portion of sugar, but are chiefly formed of
dextrine. The dextrine is a gum very
similar, chemically speaking, to the differ-
ent fruit sugars. The bees gather it and
transform it into honey in the same
manner in which they transform the
nectar of the blossoms. However, the
transformation is not complete. A por-
tion of it remains unchanged, and it is
that portion which gives the honey dew
its particular consistency.”—ZLe Rucher
Belyge.

Some years ago I made some nuclei,
after an American model, from bees and
combs taken from several hives, and I
dumped down each nucleus lot in a
corner of the garden in close preximity
to their old homes. I was just leaving
home for a holiday, and could give them
no care or attention to see that bees
sufficient to carry them on, remained, so
I adopted the American plan of stuffing
the entrance with fog or moss, pressing
it just so tightly that it would take some
time for the imprisoned bees to obtain
egress by eating their way out. This
had the desired effect, and the imprisoned
bees took to the new location as if they
had never known any other, and the
nuclei became strong lots, without any
watching whatever, — Ezchange.

Instead of putting bait-sections in the
centre, you put them “mnext the super
walls.” So should T if I had enough of
them. But Ihave only a limited number,
and one bait in the centre, I feel con-
fident, will do more to start work in the
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super than eight next the super walls.
If no bait is in the super the bees will
begin work first in the centre, and a
centre bait will be occupied sooner than
a bait elsewhere. - ““ A. Bee Journal.”

The practice of “‘ putting new sections
on top of sections instead of under them.”
T say always under; only when I don’t
know whetheranother is needed, but think
possibly may be, then I put an empty
super on top as a sort of safety-valve—
oftentimes a pretty good plan toward the
close of the season, when one doesn’t
know what day the flow will cease. Such
a super will not be touched by the bees
unless they are actually crowded into if,
and it can then be moved down to the
lowest place. The little darkening done
to the lower sections by the bees going
up through will on the whole do less
harm than the gluing and soiling of ssc-
tions put below when such sections are
not needed.—¢“ A, Bee Journal.”

Take care of your combs of pollen, Tt
is possible that there are places where
such a comb is of no value, but in most
places where a surplus of pollen is stored
at one time, there will come other times
when the bees will need it, and a pound
‘of pollen may at times be worth more
than a pound of honey.—‘“A. Bee
Journal.”

For a complexion lotion, to soften the
skin, wash the face two or three times a
week with the following preparation:
Glycerine, 5 ounces; lanolin, 5 ounces;
clarified honey, 5 ounces; rosewater, 1
ounce; elderflower water, t ounce. Put
the glycerine, lanolin and honey in a
double boiler. When they are well
mixed add the rosewater and elderflower
water. Shake well and bottle. When
applying to the face use a linen pad or
soft cloth.—¢ A. Bee Journal.”

Four tablespoonfuls extracted honey,
two tablespoonfuls finely chopped pecans.
Mix the two ingredients, Split soda
biscuits, hot or cold, butter them and fill
with the mixture. 'Ihe biscuit should be
baked not over half an inch thick.

Mr. Richards, of Amsterdam, Belgium,
undertook to keep one colony of bees in
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the eity. There was no other available
place but the very low aftic of his house.
He was compelled to place the entrance
at the top. A little later he moved to the
suburbs, took there his colony of bees.
The entrance remained where it was—
that is between the brood-nest and the
supers. Another colony was bought,
with the entrance below as usual. The
first colony, with the entrance above,
gave every year during three years a
large amount of surplus, once as much
as five supers (about the size of the
supers used by the Dadants) and never
offered to swarm. The other, during
these three years, gave about one super
overy year and swarmed in spite of all
efforts to prevent it. After that M.
Richards changed also the entrance ot
the second hive, and from that time he
obtained from it the same result, as he
did from the first; that is, no swarms,
and from each about 200lbs. of extracted
honey every year. The only inconven-
ience is that the bees are unable to keep
the bottom of the hive clean and it must
be cleaned occasionally. A second en-
trance at the bottom might be putin, and
opened occasionally. For the winter it
might be better to close the top one and
leave the lower one open to avoid loss of
heat.— Revue Internationale.

‘When a honey flow is on the frames
in the super may be placed a distance
apart. A ten-frame hive may have only
eight or even seven frames. There is a
saving of time for the apiarist in handl-
Ing, uncapping and extracting a smaller
number of combs for the same amount of
honey. And finally, the queen will never
lay in such deep combs and the bees
never deposit pollen in them.

A simple but very effective remedy for
stings of any kind.——When stung, pull or
rub out the sting, then place the bore of
a key exactly central over the spot, and
bear down hard. After, say 30 seconds,
take off the key, which has left a deep
ring around the wound, and a tiny drop
of yellowish fluid standing over the
wound ; and this is the end of it.

< -
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GOSFORD.
y J. J. PARRY, ERINA.

Well, I'll have a very fair season, ex-
ceedingly good in quality, but not too
too large a crop. I don’t see much fresh
" to write about. I see overin Victoria
., they still get losses with their bees in the

spring. Having never experienced any-

, thing like it myself T can only form an

opinion on the reports of others. If I
L say anything or make a suggestion I'll

have some of them after my scalp. Iam
. quite aware that one is apt to magnify

the importance of his own worl, it is he
- who is doing it; and knows better than
others that has not seen or experienced
-vit.  Quite possible; but we must bear in
mind that we get certain fixod beliefs and
adept eertain methods, degenerate into a
routine, and before we know where we
 are we get into a rut. Then I believe
our judgment is impaired.

‘When this loss, which has occurred
. over a series of years, continues, then I

say there is a permanent change, if notin

the whole, in many minor ways, which
causes the loss. Does the season infllu-

« ence it ? I think it does, because they die
off at that particular time.

As time goes on districts are altered in

v many ways. Old sources of food are

giving out and new ones taking their

.. place, ete. All these things tend to alter

the vitality and characteristics of the bee.

» It one gets a loss don’t replace them with

bees from another district, but breed from

. the bees that lived through the bad time.

Conditions perhaps, in some places donot

» alter or produce any marked change, but

in others it does. Changed conditions

vdemand a new adjustment, and until that

stage hag arrived you cannot expect any

' good result. A Merry Xmas and a
Prosperous Season to all.

*

1

i

d
oy That Sorrowful Letter.

‘We have great pleasure in publishing
“the following letter, which does infinite

credit to the good heartedness of the bee-
keepers of Western Australia:
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Claremont, W.A.,
Nov. 5th, 1904,
E. Tipper, Esq., :
West Maitland, N.S. W.
Dear Sir,

I am enclosing the sum of 21s, being part
private subscription and part voted by my
Association to be handed by you to a person in
distress, casereported in “A.B.B”’ Beckeepers
in this State regret that one in our fair land
should so feel the pinch of necessity, hut we can
only hope for the best and ask you to convey to
our unknown friend our practical and human
sympathy. Hoping that we will never again be
made to feel that one of our industry is in want.

Yours faithfully,
WALTER K. POTTER, Jux.,
Hon. Sec.

PRICES OF HONEY.

Maitland Merowry—Homey, 1d to 11d
per 1b. ; small tins, 1s 9d ; large tins, 8s
6d.

Molbourne Australasian.—Honey and
Beeswax.-——Business in honey remains
dull. Choice samples are quoted at 3d.,
and cloudy and dark lots down to 22d.
Beoswax is quoted at 1/3. ?

Melbourne Leader. — Honey. — Prime
clear garden samples are selling at from
22d to 3d; medium and discoloured at
from 2d wpwards,

. Garden & Field, 8. 4.—Honey, 13d to
2d per 1b. :

8. M. Herald.—Choice liquid 23d per
Ib., candied and good liquid 2d to 2id.,
inferior 1d to 12d,

Tamworth News—Honey— Choice liquid
124 to 2d per 1b. ; good, 13d.

The market is overstocked, and we regret
that we cannot take any more consignments at
present.

BEE SWAX_O_

This is unaltered. Prime olear samples 1/2,
dark 1s to 1s 1d.

COALPL ALV B T PL LT

H. PRESEOTT & Co,

LI ITED.)
COMMISSION AGENTS,
336 & 338 SUSSEX STREET,

BYDNEY —
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/CORRESPONDENGE.

Mz, J. 8. Cary, Corowa, writes :—The
bees about here have been swarming
pretty well, but knocked off suddenly a
week or so ago, and now hang around to
rob if they get the chance, so it looks as
if there is nothing coming in. The yellow
box ought to be in blossom but there is
very little within 2 or 3 miles of here so its
not much use. The red gums show buds
well, but after last year it doesn’t do to
depend too much on them. I read with
interest Mr. Ferguson’s letter, who is a
friend of mine. I cannot agree with him
about the over-production business, my
experience being all the other way. He
mentions the fact that N.S.W. was a free-
trade colony before federation. That was
a fact as far as honey goes, as I well re-
member Victorian beekeepers coming
over here and cutting down prices, and
selling for less than they would take in
Victoria, while I could not send any there
without paying 2d. per 1b, duty. Again,
take up an old paper and compare Mel-
bourne and Sydney prices for honey. I
know, of course, that it was dearer in
Victoria, because I have bought it there.
Of course there are two sides to every
question, which discussion helps to bring
out,

R.8¢ Parkes, in sending his subserip-
tion to the B.F.A., says:—There is a
matter which your Association might be
able to deal with, viz., civil servants en-
gaging in beekeeping and competing with
those who are fighting for a living, and
who take part in providing them with a
regular salary, which they receive without
the necessity of fighting for it. There is
a lady school teacher here who is selling
both bees and honey, and hives also. I
don’t know if this comes under the busi-
ness of the Association, but T think it is a
matter which it would be well to do some-
thing with.

[The Annual Meeting of the N.S.W. Bec Far-
mers’ Asgociation will be held as usual at Easter
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at Syduey. Tt is to be hoped that members will
try their best to attend, The Secretary, while
thankful for the confidence reposed in him of the
various proxy papers—he has never solicited
them for himself, as every member can give his
proxy to anyone he knows will be present—
would much rather see a good attendanee, and
let each member advocate his grievances himself.

R. H. J., Moss Vale.—Bees have had
a bad time the last three years, but pro-
mise better this year,

J. J. H., Brogo.—Last year was the
worst experienced for honey about here
for six years, My bees only gathered
sufficient to carry them through the
winter, and this year has not been much
better so far. There are bush fires'in all
directions and rain is very badly needed.
Can you give me any practical remedy
for destroying ants ? The ground about
my hives is literally covered with them
and they are a great nuisance. Do you
know of any reliable way of funiting two
or more swarms which will at all times be
successful ?

[The best way to deal with ants is to dig a
hole in the centre of their nests, and put either
kerosene or bisulphate of carbon in same. The
latter should be covered up immediately it is
poured in. The fumes sink and destroy all
larvee. A plentiful distribution of camphor
is recommended by some. For uniting
swarms get a fresh hive and place mid-
way between the two to be wunited.
Smoke hoth and then place frames alternately
from each hive in the fresh hive, keeping frames
with larve together.]

The honey producer is much at the
mercy of the metropolitan commission
agent. 'We suppose human nature, with
its selfishness, is much the same every-
where.

I have a clipping trick that I used
some last year, but it is too much bother,
When I find the queen T lay the comb
down on top of the hive, and caretully
pick up the queen near her head, with
the thumb and finger of my left hand,
and with my jack-knife in the other
hand place the point of the small blade
under one of her wings and press my
thumb down upon it. The work is done
in much less time than it takes to tell it.

‘We used to keep an impervious enama]
cloth over the top of the combs during the
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| %vinter, as we do in summer, but during
ne winter we lost a large number of
“tolonies, and in nearly every case the bees
 grere literally drenched by the moisture
- that had been produced by condensation
L.nd subsequent thaw. The colonies that
| rame out safely were those in which the
einamel cloth was imperfect—had been
gnawed by the bees so as to allow the
4moist air to discharge its moisture into
*;Dhe warm covers of chaff or leaves placed
ver the cluster. In every case where
the cloth had remained impervious to the
* ‘moisture the bees had suffered, while in
almost every case where the moisture had
feen able to pass up into the upper story
the hive was in a healthy condition at the
“nd of the cold weather. So, since that
¥ ime we have made it a practice toremove
the impervious ceiling and replace it by
straw, or wool, or leaves. TIn the winter
just past T have been informed of several
»oases of failure, where the bees had been
lestroyed by too great a condensation,
Shich, in thawing during the first milder
weather, had dampened the combs so
that the bees had died.—(ZEuzchange.)
[We use ruberoid, but always leave a small
4 apace around. ]
| Top CHARACIERISTICS OF BISULPHIDE
‘or Carsoy; How To Bury BrivstonE 1IN
s Fomrgarive Comss.—We notice you say
you cannot detect fumes (sulphur) from
isulphide of carbon. Just take a spoon-
il and pour it in a teasaucer. Take a
4 match and light it, and hold it about an
mch over the bisulphide of carbon. Tt
Lwill take fire something like gasoline.
The fumes will be of sulphur. Bisul-
« phide of carbon is half pure sulphur, the
‘rest i carbon. I think the bisulphide
& would run an auto, but of course the
sulphur would be detrimental to iron-
‘work of the machine. We wused bisul-
_ phide of carbon years ago for brimston-
smg honey, in the same way sulphur is
. wed, by burning. We now prefer the
#Brimstone, Brimstone is much cheaper.
_ The only reason we used bisulphide was
“7om, account of its being so easily lighted.
We can now set brimstone afire and if
will burn till all is consumed. If you
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try to set it on fire in an earthen or iron
vessel with simply a match it will go out
every time, for the reason the iron con-
veys the heat away so fast. To burn
stick brimstone with only the aid of a
match, take a board about 7 in. square
and nail on a rim ¥ all around, so as to
make a sort of shallow dish. Now set
it on fire on the dish side. This can be
done with kerosene. Afteor it has burned
some time, 30 as to char it, the fire must
be put out. Tay away till cold. The
dish is now ready. Take common stick
brimstone and break it into picces about
the size of walnuts. Brush some of the
small fine pieces to the middle. Take a
piece in the hand. Hold it near the dish
over the small fine pieces. Take amatch
and strike a light, holding it under the
piece you have in hand. The sulphur
will melt and drop on to the pile of small
pieces of brimstone, and will be alight.
Build the larger pieces of brimstone
around this so the heat will melt them,
The brimstone will all burn up. The
board will last for several burnings. I
used one an entire season, and have it yet.
Set the board, of course, inside of a pan
or kettle. Try this if you have any
brimstone.—F. A. Salishury, in Gleanings,

The United States is not apparently
doing very much at either exporting
or importing. Self-contained country
as to bee-products. Official price
of honey pretty low in 1902—33/}
cents a gallon—less than 3 cents a pound.
Improved in 1903 to 40 cents a gallon—
still quite a bit below 4 cents a pound.
The movements in honey for the two
yeoars mearly> balance, 186 car-loads
coming in and 143 car-loads going out
—providing we call 20 tons a car-load.
But of wax we are evidently importers,
the exports being incidental. One train
of 23 cars would bring in our two years’
import of wax, of which we would keep
18 and send 5 out again. —Hasty in
American Bee Journal,

In the early spring, when all the bees
are anxious to get some brood hatched
out, it is much better to tuck the little
ones up snugly and abandon them to
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their fate until such time as the large,
strong colonies have plenty of hatching
bees; and then instead of giving the
little colony more brood to carve for, just
take a comb from say two strong colonies,
that haye plenty of hatching bees jar
the frames, or give a gentle shake to
cause the old bees to take flight, and then
with a feather or suitable brush, brush
the young hees into the weak colony,
leaying its brood-nest intact, and return
the combs of unhatched brood and eggs
to the colony from whence they were
taken. Then see how the little colony
will spread its own self under the stimu-
lus of a quart, or even less, of young
bees, and they will put the brood where
they can better care for it than it is pos-
sible to give it to them, The trouble is,
there is a much smaller per cent. of the
brood. hatching than the novice thinks
there is, and a cool night leaves it stick-
ing out of the cluster and it is lost.

Janvarca Howey v Dusniy, IRELAND.
—Bearing, a handsome label with in-
structions for liquifying, and an interest-
ing disquisition on the digestibility of the
contents, we observed a row of nickel-
capped one-pound hottles of Jamaica
honey in the window of a Dame Street
shop recently. We entered and asked
for one and were charged 9d. This
honey has been offered to us at 17s. per
cwt. in barrels of about 8ewt. each. The
appearance is good, and the article would
probably have taken first prize at any
Irish show where the judge did mnot
taste, and at some shows where he did,
for most of the run honey shown this
seagon had never made the acquaintance
of a ripening tin. It bore every evidence
of having been squeezed from the combs
late on the previous evening,— WEREKLY
THEACHER. ‘

Weak stocks of bees have many ene-
mies. Strong stocks few.

It is the custom in many parts of
France, according to Gazeile Apicole,
when a farmer dies, to stop all kinds of
work and activity on the place as mueh
as possible, even the horses being given
a rest. It is believed that bad luck will

Che _fustralian Bee Bulleiin.
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follow if some such respect is not paid to
the defunect.  If he was a beekeeper, it is
customary, in some parts, to strike on the
hive three times, and tell the bees that
such a one is dead. In the valley of the
Hem they use this formula: ¢ Awake,

little creatures of the good God. A great -

misfortune has just happened. Your
master is dead.” After the burial the
bees are informed of it, which are then at
liberty to pursue their wonted work.
Such a superstition is mild when com-
pared with some that were rife in Eng-
land in old times, one writer in Butler’s
Feminine Monarchy, printed in 1609,
telling with all seriousness how the bees
built an altar and celebrated the Lord’s
supper.

The question is, “Will the bees, of
choice, select too old larvee ?’ not ¢ Will
they use too old larvee when nothing bet-
ter is to be had ?”” T’d like to have you
try this experiment: Ungueen a colony,
and, five days later, give it a frame of
young brood, and see if further cells are
started on the old brood. But I know a
trick worth two of that, which I have
used successfully right straight along.
Keep your breeding queen in a nucleus
with one or two frames of brood, and
bees enough to cover as many more.
Give successively frames with slight star-
ters, and, when nearly built out, or more
than half built out, and filled by the
queen, take and give to a colony from
which one comb with the queen has just
been removed. You know the preference
the bees have for cell-building on new
soft comb, so the cells will be nearly all
started on this new comb — scarcely a cell
on any other—I had 40 cells started on
one such comb. Now, I can’t tell you
why, but the important point in the case
is that the bees do all their starting at the
beginning, and no cells are started when
young larvee are nolonger present. Pos-
sibly the explanation is this: The bees
find this beautiful soft comb so much to
their taste, so easy to handle for cell-

building, that they start at once all the -

cells that they desire, and have ne wish
to start any later. s there any proof that

Ta
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) bees, of choice, select larvae too old when

younger larvae are present.—Gleanings.
W. 0. Vigtor gives in Gleanings in
Beo Culture the picture of a frame of

» brood which contained by close calcula-

[

p

tion 8200 cells of sealed brood, and this
brood was all hateched within about two
days from the time the first hatched.

A writer says: I would like to say for
the benefit of some of the people who

¥ have been trying to hateh chicks in bee-

-

hives, that they do not go at it right.
They should fill the hive about two-thirds
full of straw, chaff or dirt, make a nies,
comfortable nest for the eggs, and, last
, but not least, place on top of the eggs a
~ niee, quiet, broody hen! I prefer an 8-
s frame hive, but a 10-frame will answer
fully as well.

. To the question, why boarding house

1

- |

-

lzeepers dun’t put honey on their tables,

o the American Bee Jowrnal roplies, I can

only make a guess in the case, and that
¥ is that they don’t want the expense. If
the boarders eat justas much butter with
* honey as without it then the honey is an
extra expense. Another thing: When
honey is not put regularly on the table,
but put on just as a rarity, very likely a
gection melts away so rapidly that the

_ boarding house landlord thinks he never

could stand it. If it were on the table

+. at every meal, they would hardly eat so

r

much at a time,
. Among the forest-trees of the tropics
there is no end to the nectar yielders; but

» mneither myself nor any other person or

e

legion of observers could in a generation
even approximately tabulate them. Ttmay
beaskedifnectar-yieldersaresocommonin

> the tropics, why do wenot secure immense

yields? During the greater part of the

¥ year it rains so incessantly as to prevent

the bees from getting sufficient for their

¥ sctual wants, and with a warm temper-

i)
-y

ature their wants are great ; hence feeding
is sometimes necessary. When the dry
_ geason arrives, however, the tables are
turned ; and with the forest one vast mass
of flowers it literally rains honey. Itmust
" not be supposed that, because there are
no beekeepers, there are mo bees. On
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the contrary, stingless bees in countless
numbers people the forests and fertilize
the seed ; and as they resist wet-weather
conditions better, they hold the field. If
the torrid zone ever becomes a great
honey region it will be by domesticating
one or more of the stingless bees inhabit-
ing the region. He will be no amateur
bee-man who effects the conguest, and
his name will appear on the list of
immortals high above Reaumur, Huber,
Langstroth, and Dzierzon ; for if we
consider the extraovdinary extent of the
tropics it will be evident that the produc-
tion of honey might be fabulous in
amount.  IHowever, this much does
appear ; and itisa matter for the greatest
jubilation that many of themosteelebrated
tropieal foresttrees are really large nectar
yielders, excelling the finest trees of the
temperate zone.—Gleanings.

There are so many best ways of intro-
ducing queens that itishard to say which
is hest. Besides, even the best of the
best ways is likely to be a failure some-
times, for bees are freaky things. 'There
is, however, one way by which you may
be successful without fear of failure.
Have some combs of hatching sealed
brood-—one way of getting them ready is
by putting combs of brood mostlysealed
over an excluder for eight days or more.
Put these frames of brood in a hive
without allowing a single bee with them
and put in your queen, closing up bee-
tight, and keep in a warm place for five
or six days. Then set the hive on its
permanent stand, leaving the entrance
for a few days, only large enough for a
single bee to pass.— Dr Miller.

It should be understood, that bee-
keooping is not an occupation in which
one can easily become wealthy. In this
respect, it is ‘much like other rural
pursuits. Rightly managed, in alocality
adapted to the business, it can be
depended upon to furnish a comfortable
living, and perhaps enable a man to lay
up a few thousands of dollars; but such
fortunes as are sometimes amassed in
merchandising or manufacturing can
never be hoped for by the bee-keeper.



210

Fortunately, however, the perfection of
a man’s happiness bears but little relation
to the size of his fortune; and many a
man with the hum of the bees over his
head, finds happiness deeper and sweeter
than ever comes to the merchant prince
with his cares and his thousands.—W.
Z. Hutchinson, in the “ Beekeepers’ Re-
view.”’

If there is one thing above another
that I did besides carefully studying the
bees and everything connected with them
that led to my success, it was that I
increaged my stock slowly, and as I could
manage them. Tf the season was poor T
got what surplus honey I could, and let
the increase go till a more favorable year,
not attempting to increase hy artificial
means. If the year was good I would
get my crop of honey and what increase
I could. In this way I made them earn
me something almost every year. Tt
seems to me that I have known more
failures in bee-keeping to come from rapid
increase than from any other cause, and
I don’t know but more than from all
other causes put together.—J, G Orane in
American Bee Jowrnal.

If the combs are very old, you cannot
get the wax out clean without something
in the way of a wax-press. If you have
nothing of that kind, and no solar
extractor, you can do very well with a
dripping-pan extractor. An old dripping
pan (a new one would do) has one corner
split open, and that makes the extractor.
The dripping-pan is put into the oven of
a coolc-stove with the split corner project-
ing outward. The opposite corner, the
one farthest in the oven, is slightly raised
by having a pebble or something of the
kind under it, so that the melted wax
will run outward. A dish set under
catches the dripping wax, making the
outfit complete.”— dmerrcan Boe Journal.

Sometimes bees get that disagreeable
habit of following one around from one
hive to the next, flying around the backs
of the hives with head and body slightly
clevated, abdomen down and dabbing at
any crack in the hive and back again
alternately. Also they are always ready
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to help themselves to any honey or syrup ¢‘
which you may be intending to place in
some particular colony. When they acte «
like this, if one keeps on working, taking
each colony in regular order, thoy are §
going to make trouble ; but if you skip
some colonies and go to another part of &
the yard you can sometimes work quite a
while without being bothered.— Evehange. "
Drones are of very little use in any case
for warmth. They are there during the®
warmest weather, most numerous when
the hive is so warm that the bees have to
cluster outside. If there is a lull in the \
warm weather—if the wind turns to the
north and the erop stops—the first thing & 4
the hees will do will be to chase those
drones and drive them away, unless theg -
colony is queenless. In this very change-
able climate we probably notice this @
oftener than they do in more equable cli- &
mates. I have no doubt that my readers %
have all seen the drones driven out, more
or less, a few days before the opening of 4
the crop, when their warmth would be of
no use if ever, When God wants to re-*
duce the number of drones produced, we
do not contradict Nature. There is no
fault to be found with the excessive pro- |
duction of drones, in a state of Nature.
Since the queen mates in the open air,
she must necessarily run many dangers,
It is therefore necessary that drones exist ¢ -
in great numbers in ovder that she may
mate readily. But the drones of half a4
dozen hives will sufficiently fill the air in
the vicinity of the hives containing virgin
queens to supply as many as needed for
a hundred colonies. We are no more to
be looked on as finding fault with Nature,
when we seek to prevent the production
of drones, than the farmer who castrates
his boar pigs, his colts, his calves. “God™®
does well what He does.” Butwe would
bring a very broad smile on the lips of
the most rigid Presbyterian it we were to
try to convince him, that for that most
excellent reason he must preserve all his »
boars, his stallions, and bulls.—@, P,
Dapaxt, g
See that your neighbouring heekeeper
takes the A.B.B.

El
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POUL/ITRY JOURNAL,
GUESSING COMPETITION.

The Proprietor of the Pouliry Jouinal will give
10 UNTESTED ITALIAN QUEENS to the
first person who can gmess the nearest to the told
number of eggs laid by the winning pen at the
present Hawkesbury College Laying Competi-
tion. The only condition is that you must be a
paid in advance subscriber to the ¢¢Poulfry
Journal,”” or send on year’s subscription with
your guess. 'The yearly subscription to the
Journal is only 1s. All guesses must be posted
not later than the 20th March, 1905, but re-
member that it is the FIRST mnearest correct
guess that wins. Send all guesses to—

TIhe Poultry Jourmnal,
Medina, N.S. W

QUEENS. QUEENS.

O YOU WANT GOOD QUEENS?
Chosen from Apiaries of 500 Colonies,
worked for highest profit at Moderate Prices.

Then write to

T. BOLTON,

Glen lIsla Apiaries, HAMILTON, VIC.

One of the Oldest and Most Successful Honey
Producers and Queen Raisers in Australia,

One Three Five
Untested s 5[- 14/3 22/6
Tested Select 15/- 42/- 70/-
Tested 10/- 28/6 45/-

Only half risk postage on select and breeders,
also vacancies for a few pupils next season.
Estimates furnished for my Special STEAM RIPENERS,
Improved Steam CAPPINGS REDUCER, & other Labour
Saving Appliances.

Bee-keepers Supplies. Hives.
' Frames. Honey Tins.
Weed New Process
Comb Foundation.
Root’s Improved Cowan
Honey Extractor.
Incubators,
Mann’s Green Bone Cutter.
Enterprise Grit Mills.

WRITE FOR PRICE LIST. <%=l

JOHN RUSH.
MENTONE, VICTORIA.
Also at 507 Coilins-st., Melbourne.
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24rd Annual Price List of Best Ital-
ian Queens from the First Bee
Farm in Australia, recognised as
Absolutely the Best Bee Farm
for the supply of Queens, Hives
‘'of Bees, &c. Always winner of most
prizes.

QUEENS—Untested, 5/- cach.
Tested, . one 10/- ; three, 25/- : six, 45/-
Select Tested, one 15/- ; three 40/ ; six, 70/-
Extra Choice, one 25/- ; three, 60/- ; six, 105/-
Also, Swarms, Hives of Bees,
Foundation, &e.

W. ABRAM,

LA T A N IRIETEL S A RN
BEECROFT, NEAR SYDNEY,

P.8.—My knowledge and experience of nearly
40 years practice enables me to breed and supply
Queens Superior to Any, possessing the Most
Desirable Qualities combined. Desiring to
maintain that High Reputation, I again submit
for your consideration the fact that I can supply
to satisfaciion, if you give me description of
your requirements. Thanking you for past
favours —I remain. yours truly, W. ABRAM.

PN

Implements,

ST SR

FANCIERS AND BREEDERS OF
POULTRY, DOGS, PIGEONS AND (CAGE

BIRDS,
Should Read the
W. A, Fanciers® Journal
AND

Practical Poultry Xeeper.
An Tllustrated Monthly Journal.

Ssnd for Sample Copy, Free. <&y
Published at 17, Royal Arcade, Perth, W. A

SCALE O¥F PRICES.

ADVERTISEMENTS
HALF PAGE—Per Annum, £5.
i Per Half Year, £3.
i Per Quarter, £1 15s,
QUARTER PAGE—Per Annum, £3.
" Per Half Year, £1 155,
W Per Quarter, £1.

ONE-EIGHTH PAGE—Per Annum, £1 15s
o & Per Half Year, £1.
»s o Per Quarter, 12s.

SINGLE INSERTION—First Inch, 3s 6d.

Succeeding, 2s 6d.
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NARRANG APIARY,
FERNBANK, VIC.

Book your Orders now for Golden or Red Clover
Queens early in September.

Read what others say about my Queens :--

Tooborac—Dear Sir, The tested queen is a very nice
one. I have one lot of gueens from her laying now.
They are very uniform in colour, and started to lay at
the same time, notwithstanding the unfavourable con-
ditions.—R. Beuhne.

Buangor—Dear Sir, The selected queen I got from
you is very prolific, her young gueens being as much
alike as peas in a pod, and are real beauties. Anyone
getting your bees will want more, as they are an excep-
tionally fine strain.—-'T. G. Matthews.

Claremont, N.S.W.—The queens arrived in splendid
condition, and have started to lay.—W. H. Farley.

Vasse Road, Bunbury, West Australin.—I am pleased
with the last queen you sent; there was not one dead
bee in the cage. Please send six untested and one
tested,—John A. Ayre.

Willow Tree, N.S.W.—The two queens I got from you
worked up well and guickly. Unfortunately there has
been no flow yet to test their honey producing qualities
or their offspring, but I have no fear for them—B,
Tipper.

NUMEROUS OTHER TESTIMONTALS

E.T.PENGLASE,

NARRANG APIARY,
FERNBANK P.O., GIPPSLAND, Victoria

S Fi& . D.

(STATION, FARM AND DAIRY.)

Practical Agricultural Journal.
Official Organ of the Chamber of Agrieulture.

SUBSCRIPTION, 5s. PER ANNUM.

19, SPRING STREET, SYDNEY,
Opposite A. M.P. Society.

IF YOU KEEP FOWLS,

——YO0U SHOULD BEAD——

Che Australian Hen.

THE LEADING POULTRY PAPER
PUBLISHED IN AUSTRALIA.
Ji0:(
Send for a sample copy (a post card will do)
which will be mailed free by return, if you
mention this journal.

——)0:(
Address—THE MANAGER,

_*The Australian Hen,”
724 George=Street, Sydney,
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NOW READY !
The FOURTH EDITION of the

Australasian  Bee Manual,

By L HOPKINS.

HIS Work has been thoroughly revised,
brought right up-to-date, and confains

NEW ILLUSTRATIONS of all the latest
APIARIST'S APPLIANCES.

PRIGE, 2/6 ; Post Free, 2/9.

Of all Booksellers, and E. Tipper, Bulletin Office,
West Maitland, N. 5. W.

GORDON & GOTCH, Publishers.

Queensland’s ONLY Poultry Paper. "~}
——DELH—

‘JPoultry Guide’

Published Ist of Each Month.
257 WickAM STREET,

VALLEY, BRISBANE.
e
SUBSCRIPTION, 2/6 Per Annum.
ADVERTISEMENT, 2/- PER INCH.
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“ Australian Bee Bulletin >’ Printing Works. <

West Maitland, N.S.W.
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