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Grand Opening

_ of the
Marathon County
Public Library

Headquarters Library
300 North First Street
Wausau, Wisconsin




History of the Marathon County
Public Library

Beginnings of City Library Service

The Pine Knot Library was established in 1870. It was pri-
vately funded and operated by the Pine Knot Library Associa-
tion and Ladies Literary Society until 1897, when the Wausau
City Council began annual library appropriations.

In 1905, the Wausau City Library was established. The li-
brary building was funded by philanthropist Andrew Carnegie.
Land for the library was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Walter

Alexander. Construction of the library building was completed
in 1907.

As the library's collection grew, additions were made to the
original building in 1929 and again in 1968.

Beginnings of County Library Service

Library service for county residents began in 1937 through a
Works Progress Administration project. The operation was
housed in the Wausau Library.

The Marathon County Board established the Marathon County
Library in 1948. Branch libraries were set up at 15 sites
throughout the county. The first bookmobile was purchased in
1949.

In 1954, the Marathon County Library operation relocated to
the county courthouse.




Creation of the Marathon County Public Library

In the early 1970s, city, county and library board officials
agreed to consolidate city and county library operations in one
library system serving all residents.

The Marathon County Public Library was created in 1974.
The former city library became the headquarters facility serv-
ing the 11 branch libraries. The county materials collection
and staff moved into the new headquarters.

System Growth

By 1992, lack of space and physical deterioration at the head-
quarters and several branches prompted the Marathon County
Board and Wausau City Council to take action. The city and
county jointly appropriated $4.5 million to reconstruct the
headquarters. A fundraising campaign to fund an additional
floor for future expansion raised over $800,000. In addition,
the Marathon County Board appropriated $750,000 to improve
existing branches.

Renovation of the headquarters facility began in August 1993.
The materials collection and public service staff relocated to
temporary quarters. Work on the new facility was completed
in December 1994.

New and remodeled branch facilities in Edgar and Marathon
have been completed. Projects in Athens, Mosinee and
Stratford are in the planning stages at this time.

Today and Tomorrow

The public library in Marathon County is nearing its 90th year
of service. From humble beginnings it has evolved into a
county-wide system with a large modern central headquarters,
10 branches, 2 bookmobiles with over 30 stops throughout the
county and a collection of over 250,000 items. The new head-
quarters symbolizes the public library's role in providing open
access to information and materials and its ongoing commit-
ment to excellence.




GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATION

Dedication Ceremony
January 15, 1995 1:30pm

Masters of Ceremonies
Marjorie Sogn, Library Board President, 1994
Robert See, Past Library Board President

Invocation
Reverend Fred Damgaard

Pledge of Allegiance

Introduction of Library Board
Marjorie Sogn

Remarks from Special Guests
Mort McBain, County Administrator
John Hess, Mayor of Wausau
Aaron Baumgardt, President, Wausau City Council
Ted Tellekson, Past Chair, Marathon County Board of Supervisors
Robert See, Former Library Board Member

Presentation of the Flag
Congressman Dave Obey

Keynote Address
James Stetina, Library Director




Special thanks to the following individuals and
businesses that contributed to this celebration:
Wisconsin Valley Musicians
WIFC 95.5
Seattle Coffee Company
Golden Guernsey Dairy

Mid-Wisconsin Beverage, Inc.

Volunteers and Staff of the Marathon County
Public Library
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Marathon County Public Library wishes to thank the
following individuals for their contributions to the

Headquarters building project.

Marathon County Public Library Board
1994: Elmer Bootz 1993: Elmer Bootz

Fred Damgaard

Elmer Hayes

Pamela Lonnquist
Michael Rayome
Marjorie Sogn, President
Brad Zweck

Library Project Team

Aaron Baumgardt, Chair
Elmer Bootz

William Drengler
William Forrest

Tharen Gorski

Ed Hammer

Fred Damgaard

Virginia Heinemann
Pamela Lonnquist

Michael Rayome

Richard Roberts, President
Marjorie Sogn

Pamela Lonnquist
Carla Manthe
Michael Morrisey
William Nagle
Richard Roberts
James Stetina

Bryon Karow

Wausau Officials
John Hess, Mayor
Aaron Baumgardt, City Council President

Marathon County Officials
Ted Tellekson, County Board of Supervisors, Chair 92-94
Gary Wyman, County Board of Supervisors, Chair 94-96
Mort McBain, County Administrator

Architect: HSR Associates, Inc.
Roger Roslansky, Principal Architect
Brad Simonson, Design Architect
Bob Perlock, Construction Administrator

Contractor Team: Ellis Stone Construction Company
George Konkol, Superintendent

Marathon County Public Library Foundation
Dan Daubert, President Robert See
Virginia Heinemann Jann Slayton
Brenda Herman Sue Stoddard
Arden Hoffman John Wiley
Beth Rothman




Friends of the Marathon County Public Library

Eula Anderson
Carol Beyer
Brenda Davis

Ellen Day, President

Brenda Herman
Judy Hogan
Kay Natzke

Library Fundraising Team
James Stetina, Chair

Sonja Ackerman
Mary Bethke
Fred Damgaard
Brenda Davis
William Drengler
Todd Elsmo

Gary Gisselman
Sue Hafemeister

Virginia Heinemann

Brenda Herman

Grand Opening Committee
James Stetina, Chair

Sonja Ackerman
Mary Bethke
Ellen Day
William Drengler
Todd Elsmo

Gary Gisselman

Virginia Heinemann

Judy Prange

Gerri Quirt
Marguerite Richmond
Mary Roberts
Stephanie Schellpfeffer
Debbie Waggoner

Nancy Hollis
Jack Linster
Mike O'Connor
Barbara Ritchie
Mary Roberts
Elizabeth Scully
Robert See

Sue Stoddard
Betty Tellekson
Karren Wendt
Gail Westberg

Judy Hogan
Mike O'Connor
Ray Ott
Elizabeth Scully
Robert See
Betty Tellekson
Karren Wendt
Gail Westberg

Thanks to the following former Library Board members

for their past efforts:
Ellsworth Bliss

Karolyn Franckowiak

Marjorie Fromm
Kermit Goertz
Arden Hoffman

Richard Korzelius
Ruth LaMere
Richard Roberts
Robert See

John Wiley



Special Thanks to the following staff for their contribu-
tions to the Headquarters building project.

Marathon County
Public Library

Sonja Ackerman
Deborah Balz
Kathleen Bandock
Patricia Bandock
Viola Banik
Kathleen Basil
Diane Becher
Judy Berger
Faith Berglund
Mary Bethke
Carol Ann Biel
Pat Bischel
Delores Bohn
Michael Burke
Lynn Burzinski
Ralph Cartledge
Phyllis Christensen
Inese Christman
Jacqueline Cleveland
Jeanne Cline
Marjorie Cook
Nancy Dahlke
Sheila DeBaker
Diane Dettmering
Jerine Dudley
Todd Elsmo

Deb Fecteau
Alice Fromm
Linda Gau
Deborah Gauerke
Gary Gisselman
Linda Glatezak
Priscilla Grittner
Julie Grohman
Yvonne Guske
Sue Hafemeister
Sharyn Heili

Phyllis Henry
Annette Jelen
Marjorie Josiger
Christine Kensmoe
Debbie Kindler
Audrey Kohlbeck
Jan Kohn
Jill Kohn
Sharon Kostroski
Pamela Krumrie
Jean Kupczak
Terry Larsen
Kathy Lechnir
Vince Lee
Patricia Loy
Christine Luebbe
Karen Lynch
Nirmala
Maheswaran
Jim Miller
Terra Newman
Elizabeth Notz
Lois O’ Connor
Mike O’Connor
Barb Olbrantz
Virginia Opal
Carol Oslage
Sally Pagryzinski
Janice Pankratz
Diane Peterson
Clara Rainville
Carol Richardson
Nicole Richmond
Barbara Ritchie
Kitty Roesler
Lavone Runge
Connie Ruplinger
Patricia Schmitt
Pat Schoonover
Diana Schuette
Vera Schultz

Elizabeth Scully
Sharon Sefton
David Siebert
Mary Stachowiak
Jim Stetina
Mary Lou Stimac
Betty Tellekson
Diane Thompson
Sandee Tikalsky
Sandra Utecht
Kathy Wanta
Karren Wendt
Gail Westberg
Jeannie White

Wisconsin Valley
Library Service

Bette Baur
Ellen Buchberger
Heather Eldred
Mariann Ferrin
Barb Freimund
Yvonne Guske
Dorothy Hartel
Kathy Leitza
Fay Maas
Ann Mroczenski
Linda Orcutt
H. Barbara
Schmoeckel
Marla Sepnafski
Beth Sillars
Juanita Thomas
Leora Young
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