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" The hest strains from the first source is what
I breed from.
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honey producer is: Are his bees the right
srain ?

" For fifteen years I have been importing from
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NESS ‘with these Pure Three-Banded Ttalians.

I have queen mothers of last season’s importa-
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ﬁ-esent season, fully gunaranteed,  October to
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NOTICE.

HOULD any beekeeper have a doubt of
the genuineness of any honey sold in his
neighbourhood, send a sample to the Chairman
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to be analysed, and take ' procceedings if
nECessary-.
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EDITORIAL.

‘The Honey Crop.

The honey flow has every prospect of
continuation, and how the bees enjov the
fun of gathering the nectar; so much so
that broodrearing is being considerably
retarded, most cells, as soon as bhees
hatch, are being filled with honey. It
1S some years  since there was such a
plentiful crop, at least in the coastal
district, but many other parts partici-
pate, and the opinion is now freely ex-
prsssed that the supply must exceed the
demand, as far as local or State require-
ments are concerned. The price has
gone down very much already, and what
if 1t goes lower still? Plentiful rain at
the middle of the moenth has refreshed
all wvegetation considerably, and the
weather has been all that can be desired
for honey secretion.

A’ notable fact presents itself to me.
The bees, in spite of hard graft, gather-
ing stores and lesser breeding than
when only a small surplus can be gather-
ed; they nevertheless are very sfrong,
there is no trouble to get them to work
in supers. But they won’t swarm. Only
two hives issued swarms after each had
three supers filled. And big swarm
they were, requiring supers on at the
start.

Yes, it is a busy time and a pleasant
one to see all going so well, as the num-
erous letters from all parts indicate. If
now a fair price could be obtained for
the honey, beekeepers will reap a long-
deserved reward, though some say:
“Honey ! honey! everywhere honey. To
much honey.”’

My principal attention is directed to
the rearing of gueens; but honey is also
quite welcome. Well, just now both are
ne trouble to attain. In the earlier part
of the season, with constant changes of
weather, the loss of 50 per cent. of yvoung
queens was not infrequent. Thus weather
conditions influence the bees in their
actions.

Observations.

The ordinary American hive does not
admit of observing the bees and their
actions inside the hive—a hive having
glass sides suits that burpose better.
My hives have each a glass slide, and
this enables me to observe many things
that otherwise would not be noticed. In
my bovhood T had several such hives al-
ready and spent many an hour watching
the bees. What I now wish to draw at-
tention to is this: Often a2 number of
bees are seen to make comical move-
ments resembling in a way a sort of
dance. These hees just put their hind
legs fairly close together, stretch them
straight, thus lifting the hind part of
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their body higher up; then they  com-
mence a wobbling motion of their body
from side to side, now slow, now quick,
and then some make quick turns either
round in a circle or around other bees.
When these dancers have had their full
they become as quiet as others; but
some others start the fun. It appears to
be a joyous occupation, but I am unable
to ascertain. the reason for their action.
Then again, I have seen a few bees run-
ning aleng like urgent messengers and
tipping some other bees with their feel-
ers, just as if they had some very im-
portant message to deliver. I have seen
ants do the same. But what does it
mean? Can anyone give an explanation
Or is their language, etc., a sealed book
to mankind.

Another way some bees of some hives
have is the planing motion in front of
the hive; forward and backward they
move like a joiner planing, their mouth
piece just on the board. Not the bhees
of every hive do it. What is the object ?

This reminds me of another matter.
I sold a queen to a party some ten miles
from here. The queen was safely in-
troduced in a rather weak hive, and a
few days after the queen’s release she
and all the bees cleared out, never to re-
turn there. When the owner discovered
the loss he asserted that the queen was
trained to come back to my farm, taking
the bees with her. Now, who will say
that bees are not smart and intelligent
and can be made to do all sorts of
things ?

These few points cited may induce the
readers to propound them and let us
know of others. Constant observation
brings to light many otherwise obscure
things, and enlightment therson is the
aim of bee study. Every beekeeper is
invited to make his observations public
in the “A.B.B.” Surely the harvesting
of the bees’ product is not the sole occu-
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pation of everyone keeping bees. The
study of their ways and habits is equally
important.

y Nosema Apis.

Specimens of diseased bees, recently
submitted to the Bureau of Microbiology,
have revealed the presence of the para-
site Nosema apis (Zander). It is, there-
fore, henceforth advisable that any bee-
keeper who finds the bees of any hive
ailing to at once submit specimens to
the Director of the Bureau of Microbi-
ology, Sydney, in order to ascertain the
cause.

Beekeepers who raise large numbers
of sections comb honey will act to their
advantage if they communicate with me
(W. Abram, Beecroft); also soliciting a
sample of extracted honey and of bees-
wax.

The Royal Agricultural Show will he
held in April, and as the honey season
is: good there should be a large repre-
sentation of bee products from all parts
of the State.

The New Souih Wales and Common-

wealth Beekeepers’ Union.

At a meeting of the Executive on the
oth inst., correspondence in reference to
honey export was read and dealt with,
and it was decided that the Secretary in-
form those availing themselves of this
opportunity to forward the honey to
Messrs. Hawken and Vance by the =zzth
inst. One member has informed .the
President that he going to send about a
ton, as he finds the local market already
glutted and considers export the only
means of relief here. Tt is intended that
two members of the Executive inspect
the shipment and make 'a record of the
brands and other marks. At the same
time it was urged to advise senders to
keep a sample of honey for himself -and
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to forward anothes sample to the Execu-
"{ive to he a guide and reference for the
lfuture Some members regretted being
unable to participate 1in the present
t cheme as their crop is not ready for
t’harnest, but all expect a good surplus.

+ Several other matters were dealt with,
F‘rhe subject matter of V\.thh will be an-
nbunced later on.

| —
Correspondence.

- i

|

J

Y
N " Abram, Beecroft.
b

Parkes,
29/12f'10.

.« Dear Sir,—Bees are improving their
 »ondition, and would have been much
vetter but for the sudden and extreme
“eather changes we have had, delaying
\breeding and gathering of honev. Last
fo Ason, through drought conditions in
4bge forage, T lost over so per cent. of
“stock, but am now building up again.
’[_I,_’g;hink the results of this season will be
» shightly' above the average, but not much.
Hoping yvou will have a good season and
success for “A.B.B.” in the coming vear.
¢ Yours etc.

R, SHAW.

!
I
i
-
!
EE T

Svdney,

fan. 5. TOXT;
‘¢ Mr. W. Abram, Beecroft.
% Dear Sir,
l" Heavy consignments of honey have

been reaching the market for some time,
|‘and especially since the hot weather set
-3 sales have been slow, and stocks have
accumulated in the Street to such an
»cxtent that the malket is glutted with
- all descriptions.

¢ YA large percentage of these stocks is
| also dark in color and suitahle for manu-

Farturers’ purposes only. There has,
’tlgere'fore, been a fall in prices. Best

Western is guoted at 3d., Good Northern
wRjver 23d.; Dard and Candied, 1id..
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In the light of the foregoing we would
ndvise that consingments t2 held back
for a period to allow the market to cleaz.

Yours faithfully,

‘The Coastal Farmers’

Society, Ltd.

Co-operative

Things that Might be Gained by Co-
Operation, Advertising and
Business Methods.

E. B. Tyrrell,

Friend Hutchinson: I read your edi-
torial in May “Review,”” on “Selling:
the Honey Crop to the Best Advantage,”’
with a great deal of interest. I think
you ought to be congratulated on cover-
ing the ground so thoroughly.
tainly worth a careful reading
progressive beekeeper.

It 15 cer-
by every

I helieve vou understand my rosition
on this selling question. I have given the
matter a great deal of thought and
study, and am satisfied that the only true
solution to the whole problem is a proper
co-operative effort on the part of the
producer. Beekeepers are not so much
to blame as at first appears. They are
doing the best they know how in a
majority of cases, but the trouble is that
they know not what to do. The average
beekeeper dees not produce honey enough
to pay to advertise. He is generally
located in the country, or in a small
town, and when a good vield comes, he
has the competition of all the farmer
beekeepers around.  Their honey is
dumped on his market in any condition,
at any price. If he decides to ship to
the city, the chances are that he knows
not where to ship. He instinctively turns
to the bhee journals and reads the ad-
vertisements of the honey huvers. These
buyers hear from hundreds of other bee-
keepets, who, like himself, do not know
the condition ‘of the city markets, and the
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buver is thus able to buy at a -zlos_c
dgure. The beekeeper cannot say “I

will take so much,” but does say “‘what
will you give ?”’

Then we have the beeckeeper who is
developing a home trade in a retail way.
The chances are that he will place his
price too low, adopt the wrong package,
or use poor selling methods. I believe
there are hundreds of beekeepers selling
honey in ‘a retail way at a wholesale
price. 1 have done it myself and con-
gratulated myself on the business T was
doing. To-day I can do better ; but what
about that new beekeeper who enters
the ranks, and spoils my market through
ignorance? [ say he should not be
criticised, but helped. He should be in-
structed how to put up his honev, where
to sell, and what price he should get. It
is poor salesmanship to ask “what will
yvou pay?’’’ instead of saying ‘‘the price
on this is so much.”

Then we come to the advertising quas-
tion. Many times -it has been said that
honey should be advertised. But how?
The individual beekeeper can not ad-
vertise in a general way. Associations
have tried it with but poor success. Lect
us suppose that we have an association
that is able to spend several thousands
of dollars annually in advertising honey.
We will say that I am a city resident
with no knowledge of honey. I read the
advertisement and am convinced. I go
eut to buy honey. Let us suppose that T
buy some of the stuff that is sometimes
put up by packers. Do vou suppose that
I will Lelieve that adventisement again?
Again, suppose that I am satisfied with
my first purchase, how much chance
have T of getting the same thing again?
Don’t vou see where we stand, brother
heekeeper?

produce
than the
up vour

The value of the honey we
amounts to a great deal more
supplies we use. Now pick

|
l‘\.fl
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bee journal and see the advertisemen{sj
of beekeepers’ supplies. Now tell me,
if vou can, where I will find any sudh’
amount of adventising in the interest g
the man who produces the honey?
Something is certainly wrong, hrotheg.-'.
The beekeeper and the farmer stand
in about the samez hoat. He pro-ducdl;"
the crop, and then he says ‘““what wi]:l‘
vou give?”’ He gets his money and thé
wants to buy his supplies and he sayg
“What will you take?” Rather a jugy
handled affair, is it not? T
But it is also true that he and he aloney
is most to blame. No business could Rz
conducted long if conducted as the beet
keeper and farmer conduct theirs - Tid
fact that he succeeds at all is proof that!
he has a business of great possibilities,
if conducted along true business pringi
ples. He knows how to produce the
article ; he does not know how to sell 1,(t-‘
The memedy for all this is the proper
organization of the producing class. W&
association of several thousand bee-
keepers, each paying only ene dollar per
vear, would furnish capital which could
hire at least one man to work for them'
Markets could be developed ; advertisi—nv
done and the new beeckeeper educatedf'
Some are probably thinking as tb(ﬁ
read this, that I said that an associatio®
could not successfully advertise Iwnq&}'ﬁ:
So T did, if it is done as so far tried. But
listen.  An association having a man o
the job could buy up some of that '

e
honey offered cheap by the man wn'o‘
cannot afford to read a bee journal ow
belong to an association. This hone)"

could be put up in a suitable packagg
and a particular brand advertised. Thé‘;
city man who reads the advertisemenf.
being convinced, would go and buy that
particular brand, and, being satisﬁédf
would come back for more. I know this;
plan is practical for I have tried it in 4.
small way. Again, solicitors could be
put to work. and new customers edtl-
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cated. Retail stores handling
rgould be canvassed during the summer
vand early fall, and their orders taken for
fall delivery. This can be done by an
association, but not by an individual.
“Krarkets could be found that are now
p ynheard of by the average beekeeper.
Don’t you believe that = Well, listen
~again. Last fall T had about 1,700 Ibs.
of choice extracted honey to offer. I
~®yrote to a certain firm that T thought
used honey, but I did not know what
*“nd, what they paid, or how much they
_h}:sed. I quoted them a price in my first
letter higher than what I paid, and I
wpaid a half-cent over market price. I
teceived a reply from them that they
- wvere under contract for their supply of
honey, but might use mine in addition.
‘.Tdhey asked for sample. This was sent
yand my reply from them was an order
for the whole lot. T then wrote them
askmg if I might figure with them when
. the\ were readv to place their next con-
tract. I did net hear from them for a
long time, and then they wrote me that
*hey were ready to place their next con-

1Q11.

honey

:’Hact and asked for an immediate quo-
Mation on 10,000 lbs. Upon investiga-

Ll’lon T found that they had been using a
; cheap grace of honey, which was entirely
rsuitable for their use, and had been pay-
ing as much, if not more, than what they
Wiad paid me for the hest. Mr. Bee-
keeper, this honey was being supplied
s firm by the jobber. How r-uch did
.gou get?

No, don’t kick the jobber. He is doing
~jmist as vou are doing, making what he
can out of the business, and T don’t be-
eve every jobber is getting rich. You
are the man to blame. As long as you
ate willing to let the other fellow do the
)T)psiness, you must expect to pay for it.

Right here I want to say that T believe
™itat within the next ten years, we shall
see the beekeepers doing, thresigh assoc-
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what I have outlined above.
It is in the air. Producers are organiz-
ing everywhere. The West has its farm
elevators. Michigan has 1its farmers’
societies and fruit associations. These
little efforts are springing up everywhere,
and it only means time when they will
.be merged into one grand whole for the
producing class, the class most entitled
to the best rewards.—‘‘Review.’”’

iation, just

BEEKEEPING IN SWITZERLAND.

By the Rev. P. B. Johnson, Wicklow.

Tourists will have observed that at
every breakfast table in every Swiss
hotel, and at everny wayvside inn or res-
tourant, where the traveller asks for
cafe Compet,”” honey 15 served, with
butter and rolls. Shall I call it ““honey’”?
I fear in go per cent. of these places of

entertainment it is nothing more than
syrup, or glucose slightly flavored. Oc-
casionally one gets really . good run

honey, but never in sections. Whilat as-
cending a mountain railway on t(he
slopes of Montreux, overlooking the lake
of Geneva, during the month of August,
the writer observed a number of hives
and determined to take an early oppor-
tunity of visiting this Swiss apiary. Here
the peasantry all speak French, which
was a bar to a free exchange of ideas.
Later on, several apiaries were visited
on the other side of the Alps in German
Switzerland, where another linguistic
difficulty was encountered. However,
having made sure of sufficient words in
the current language to ask very politely
if the owner would bhe kind enough to
show me his bees, on no occasion was
the request refused. How wonderfully
these Swiss economise space; no double
ditches, no waste ground, every square
foot of the mountain side terraced, and
planted, even to the crevices of the walls,
with vines, or fruft tress, the lovely gar-
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dens of the hotels and parks supplying
abundance of flowers of every hue, whilst
on the mountain slopes meadows grow,
which are neatly shaved with the scythe,
two or three crops of hay being harvest-
ed each season. But little heather was
to be seen on these mountains.

.

The first apiary visited included up-
wards of 100 hives, all within a space of
about so vards by 10, facing south, back-
ed by a mountain railway, two of the
arches of which were utilized as a cover-
ed apiary, gallaries be‘ng run from side
to side in two Bows. These were reached
by ladders, and on the galleries stood
rows of bee hives. The French Swisse
was at work removing frames for ex-
traction. I accompanied him, and learned
to my cost that bees in Switzerland can
sting even more viciously than in Ire-
land. Their owner fared no better than
did his visitor, except that being ar-
raved in bee costume, i*}cluding veil and
tight sleeves, the bees dii not get up
his wrists. Of course he wore no gloves.
1 observed that his bees appeared simi-
lar to our Irish “back bee,”” nevertheless
T inquirved, and received an answer which
I failed to understand. On inguiring
further had he Ligurians or Carniolans,
T was brought to other hives and shown
both species, but the prevailing strain
seemed to be that of the common black

bee.  The hives in the garden had only
a few .feet between them, and between
each row were lines of pear trees. The

hives were larger than those used in Ire-
land. The frames measured about 2 feet
bv 1 foot 6 inches; they had full sheets

of foundation mrefull:\' wired, and were
~spaced by guides protruding from the

sides of the inner walls. There were no
supers in use, but sixteen of these large
frames gave abundant scope for the
energy of each stock. As soon as three
on four outside frames were filled, with-
out waiting for them to be capped, they
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were withdrawn, the bees brushed off
with a flat brush nearly two feet lofig
the combs put away presumably for egy
tracting, and full sheets of foundatior
were inserted in the centre of the bp;_\o‘i
nest. On the top of the frames stood 2
large box feeder filled with syrup. 3

How. far .the honey bee travels 15 2
problem often discussed. It may inter
est inquirers to know that I observel
quite a number of: honey bees within &
few feet of the actual summit of Rochips
de. Naye, some 6,700 feet high. There
could not have been any hives within*a
mile and a half down the mountain side—
as the bee flies. These bees were Wotk
ing upon the wild flowers and also ¥
the Alpine garden near the summit.

When crossing the Bernese Oberlén:
to the ‘high regions surrounding Gr%nj
delwald, straw hives were to be seen
very much larger and more neatly mad
than our Irish straw skeps. These were
placed not infrequently upon the wveran:
dah of the Swiss chalets to the number
of six or a dozen, and carried woodé:
supers covered over with sacks; but thi
larger apiaries were to be found in sr’hz;!
houses of wood, especially construct@z(
for the purpose, the hives being practi
cally wooden cupboards in two or thgel
rows one above the other, with runner:
tacked to the sides of the cupboard
take the lugs of the frames, which werl
made about 10 inches by 13 inches du,p
Th dummy was glazed, so that when tl
cupboard doors were .pened one coul
observe the bees on the back frame. }f
one such bee house shallow frames were
in use above the brood frames, and frc\?n
them honey was extracted. The plan
does mnot commend itself, as it is'?ﬂ';
viously necessarv to remove all- the
frames '\nth their bees in order to get a}
the mnermost frame unless the plan 95
Simmins’ ““conqucror hive’’ be adopted
viz., the chamber containing the frames
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itself suspended in runners so that the
whole chamber may be drawn out, like
a chest of drawers. In the Swiss bee
houses there was a space between the
hives (or cupboard) and the outside shell
of the bee house. This space was packed
with dried moss for warmth, the bees
leaving and re-entering their home by a
very shallow tunnel. These entrances
" were 50 close to one another and so much
alike that it must be no easy matter f01

a virgin queen out for her wedding tl’lp
to distinguish her own some.

Great profit might have heen derwcd
from an interchange of ideas with these
Swiss bee-men, but as in this district
they spoke German. only, thc writer could
'only observe and wonder.  One of these
bee houses, 21 feet by 8 feet, contained
36 stocks of bees as well as large piles

of, drawn out comb and appliances of
various kinds. In this district fruit
trees, white clover, heather, and wild

flowers afford espundant pasturage. [
was not a little surprised to obs erve on
the fruiterers’ stalls in the villages the
bees clustering upon the over-ripe grapes
as the wasps do upon ripe fruit in. our
own country.-If they served no other use-
ful purpose they certainly fulfilled the
functions of ‘a watch ‘dog. s ;

‘To ascertain the whereabouts of a pur-
vevor of beekeeper's appliances in a Ger-
man town was no easy matter; however,
having got hold of the proper trade de-
signation—¢‘Bienengerate,” I found my
man, Herr J. M. Schobingér-Huber, of
Emmenbrucke, a suburb of Lucerne, but,

alas! he could only speak in German;
so we made faces at-onme another and
gesticulated, 1 repeating the word Bien-

engerate, he replying “Ya, ya.”” I was
brouhgt to his store, where I perceived
neatly pacled piles of all manner of bee-
Leepers’ appliances in’ great variety. T
liked their feedems: I liked their large
straw skeps, about 20 inches in diameter,
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-u neatly and strongly ‘made, with flat
top, wooden disks, closely fitting, made
to carry two sets of shallow frames; but, |
above all, I liked the entrance doors for
wooden hives and bee houses. These
entrances are made. of galvanized metal
the metal doors
which are slotted for ventilation, slide
sidewavs, giving an opening of -8 inches,

_and the metal sheath in which the doors
_slide has an upward action of its own,

sliding on thumb screws in ‘slots, cut
diagonally, so ‘as to be able.to vary the
depth of ‘the entrance from" % inch to %
inch. Thus, in the height of the season,
or when hiving 4 'swarm, the ‘door opens |
8§ inch by & inch: and ‘when the honey
flow slackens, the entrance can he con-
tarcted even to a ‘veritable “‘one hee,
space,” and vet there is abundant wven-
tilation, even when the doors are ahsol- |
utely closed for travelling. - These en-
trance doors are made in various sizes,
costing (retail) from zo to 30 cents.,
about 2d. or 3d. in our money. I much
prefer our ‘own make of hive' to any I
saw on the Continent. 1 was surprised
to find honey, I mean real honey, verv
expensive in Lucerne. . I was asked 2 fr.
so cents. (zs. 1d.) for a two-pound pot
of run honey; but one could buy syrup
which has been passed through a bee
hive for a third of that sum, and such
mixtures are supplied as honev on nearly
every hotel breakfast table in' Switzer-
land.—““Trish * Bge. Journal.”?

For all you antﬂ_in ‘;‘be' way of
PRINTING!
Try ‘the :
Printing Warks
West Maitland, N.S.W,
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HONEY.—
Supplies are increasing. Choice
is selling at 3id., with an occa-
sional sale at 33d. per lb. Good
quality is worth from 2%d. to 3d.,
and medium, which is plentiful,
is moving off slowly at 24d. to 24d.
per lb.

Best Bright is in good demand at
1/3 per 1b., and Dark is selling at
1)1 to 1/2 per lb., according 1o
quality.

Highest market prices obtained for
Honey and Beeswax by

PRESCOTT LIMITED.

COMMISSION AGENTS
336 & 338 SUSSEX STREET
——SYDNEY ———

(= Beekeepers are reminded that
G EUE"'S

Simplex Uncapper

Is now only £2 10s. cash.

s e 00
It works absolutely perfect.

LB BN 3%

Ask for particulars and for addresses of
beekeepers having one in use.

*® % & @

If further assurances are wanted, apply
H. A. GEUE,
HEATHVALE, VICTORIA.
Sole Agent for Victoria and South Australia.

MR. H. L. TONES, of Goodna, fcr Queenslan:d
and New South Wales.

BEE BULLETIN TAN: 31T 0101z

and Royal Agricultural
Austria,

The

Association of OCarniola,

Imperial

Exports only—
Strictly Pure Carnioclan Alpine BEES.

The above-named Association, founded
1776, counts as its members many thou-
sands Agriculturalists of the Austrian
province Carniola, among whom are
many successful breeders of the pure
Carniolan strain of Bees—grey workers.
The Association is under the protection
of the Austrian Government, and the of-
ficials of the same are appointed, paid
and controlled by the Imperial and Royal
Agricultural Department of Vienna.

To insure the pure blood of the ex-
ported Carniolan Alpine Bee, and to
maintain her name as the best of honey-
producers, possessing all other character-
istics which experienced beekeepers ap-
preciate most—for this purpose the Sec-
retaries of Agriculture and Commerce of
the Austrian (Government, this new ven-
ture of the above-named Association
have sanctined and subsidized.

Direct Shipment of Queen Bees: Se-
lect Tested, $s, U.S. money; and stock
in hives to all parts of the world,

For further particulars address—
The Imperial & Royal Agricultural Assn.s

Ljubljana, Carniola,
Krain, Austria.

NEVER OVERSTOGKED.

CONTISTFETT—

HONEY & BEESWAX

TO

HAWKEN & VANCE,

95 Sussex Street, Sydney.

Pleass menticn © Bee Bulletin.”
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Making Increase—Best Race of Bees—: - in it unless the flow of honey is wvery

Getting Worker-Gomb.

By G. M. Doolittle.

“] am a beginner in beekeeping, hav-
ing only 10 colonies. I wish to increase
these to 20, and secure what honey I can.
I have commenced to read the ‘““Ameri-

can Bee Journal, and am greatly pleased

with it. Now I wish you would tell us
through its columns how swarms can be
managed so they will build mostly work-
er-combs, what use to make of any
drone-comb that may be built, and which
race of bees is best to keep. Why I ask
about the comb-matter is, that I do not
feel able to buy comb foundation to fill
the frames with.”

The first requisite’ toward a newly-
hived swarm building all or nearly all
worker-comb is, that such swarm have a
good queen, one which will keep up with
the bees in their comb-building, flling
all the cells as fast as built with eggs.
With such a gueen little if any drone-
comb will be built, as a newly-hived
swarm has no use for drones that vear,
especially if they have a good queen.

Drone-comb is built for two pur-
poses: “To' store honey in, when honey
is coming in from the fields very rap-
idly, so that comb is built faster than
the queen occupies the cells with eggs;
and for the purpose of rearing drones.
But as the bees of a swarm having a
good queen need no drones the same
vear, the swarm at its newly-
found home, no drone-comb in. which
to rear drones for their natural pur-
pose is needed, hence where built by
such swarm it is generally built for
store-comb, and used for drones, the
following  summer. However, where
swarms having queens which have been
wintered over build drone-comb, there
will be more or less drone-brood reared

arrives

profuse. At least, such has been my
experience. Now if the swarm is -a
very large one, and the flow of nectar
is very profuse at the time such a
swarm is hived , if it is put in a 10-frame
Langstroth hive, the bees will build
comb faster than the best gueen ever
reared can fill the cells with eggs, and
for this reason all practical apiarists
know that if worker-comb is to be built,
swarms must be under size, or the
brood-chamber be reduced in size, this
reduction being offset by plenty of sur-
plus room over a queen-excluder.

Years ago, before comb f oundation
was known, I used either to return a
part of a large swarm to the parent
hive, or hive the same on & frames
with surplus room for 40 pounds of
comb honey, if said swarm issued when
thete was a good flow of nectar from
the fields. In either way 1 succeeded
in securing nearly all worker-comb,
Where only 5 frames were used, at-the
end of 1o days these would be filled
when the other 5 frames were added,
and as the queen was mnow at her
bheight of egg-laying, these other s
would be- generally filled with worker-
comb, especially if the hees succeeded
in filling them with comb before any
of the brood emerged from the first
combs built. Where these last 5 put in
were placed in the centre of the hive,
between those already built, better suc-
cess was obtained than if placed at the
sides. Of course, dummies must be
used in place of frames, where a part
of those needed to fill the hive are left
out.

If those wishing worker-comb built
will always bear in: mind the using of
only enough bees in the brood-cham-
ber so that comb will not be built fas-
ter than the queen can supply it with
eggs, they will succeed in accomplish-
ing what they want. Where a large
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amount of bees are with a queen, and
the flow of nectar 1s very small, these
conditions are secured just as well as
with a few bees and a large flow of
nectar; and nearly as well by giving of
a large amount of surplus room and a
small brood-chamber with a large force
of bees and a large flow of honey. In
other words, the beekeeper must learn
to adapt everything o the circum-
stances under which he finds his colo-
nies and locality, together with the
season.

In regard to what to do with drone-
comb when built, let me give a bit of
experience before the advent of comb
foundation : !

A large swarm was hived in a full
hive, with a strip of worker-comb %
inch wide attached to the underside of
each frame as a ‘‘starter’”. At the end
of a week the frames were pretty well
filled down with comb, one-third, or
nearly so, drone or store comb. This
was all cut out, and a few days later,
on examining again, I found the frames
filled with very little drone-comb. What
little there was, I cut out again, when
the whole set was completed with not
more than two or three hundred of the
cells. being aught but worker-comb.
The drone-comb thus obtained, was
cut up and fitted into the surplus honey
boxes, using, where necessary, melted
wax to fasten them. These hoxes were
placed over a brood-chamber con-
tracted to 5 frames, in which a large
swarm was hived, when, at the end of
12 days I had the boxes all filled with
the finest lot of honey I had ever seen
up to that time. with the 5 frames be-
low completed with comb, every cell of
which was of the worker size, each
supplied with brood from the egg to
fully capped pupae. In this will be
found an illustration how any one can
manage independently of foundation.

As to which race of bees it is best to
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keep, -from my point of view and my
location, there can be only one answer,
the Italians. Some claim that the
blacks will work the best on raspberry
and buckwheat bloom, but after the
most close watching for a period of 15
years, I failed to find a single instance
when, on a single plant or tree upon
which. the blacks exceeded the Italians
in the least as to mnectar-gathering;
while at many times the Italians were
actually making a gain while the others
consumed their stores. For this rtea-
son I discarded the blacks entirely,
since which, of course, I have had mno
opportunity to test them.

Before this discarding, to be sure [
was right, T sent for queens of the
(said to be) large brown bees, and of
the industrious grey bee; but a thor-
ough trial of both only proved, as I ex-
pected, that each was not different
from the black bee of our fathers, a
half century ago. Then I tried ‘the
Syrians, the - Cyprians, the Carniolans
and their crosses, together with the
much-praised hybrids, produced by the
famed breeder of Apis Americana, and
found none of them equal to what I
had been using, taking everything into
consideration. During all of this time
of trying all of these bees, “a book
account’’ was kept with each colony,
and after a term of years a “‘summing
up”’ was made, which showed the profit
made from my sales of honev from my
Ttalians to bhe enough greater to force
me to part with all other and
varieties of bees.

races

show

The black bees, at times would
more dark or buckwheat honey than
from the TItalians; but my experience

was that, at the same time this was be-
ing done, the Italians were
white honey from the second
crop of red clover than the others got
from the buckwheat.—‘‘American Bee
Journal.”

more

{
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storing
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HONEY SAME PRICE NOW AS 20
YEARS ACGO.

By A. Richter.

Does the gentleman from Donovan,
Il., (page 35) find a home market for
all his honey? If so, he does not pro-
duce as large a crop as G. M. Doolittle.

Will any one assume that Mr. D.
does not care how he puts his honey
on the market T never had the pleas-
ure of examining the honey of either
of the gentleman, but I will wager that
any of the large producers, especially
Mr. D., markets a better honey than
he did zo years ago. Does he get more
for his honey, or less Why? Not be-
cause it’s a luxury any more than it
Was 20 years ago, and if it is, all the
m.ore reason why the price should ad-
vance, for our labourers indulge them-
selves more to-day than they did 2o
years ago.

If honey is not a food I would like to
know what it is.

Honey has many substitutes. There’s
“Karo?? | So will candle-grease substi-
tute butter if your taste was cultivated
in the North Pole region.

Yes, honey is governed by the amount
produced, but can right-minded
student of economics cry over-produc-
tion in honey, or any other commodity,
when half our population
and half clothed?

Eggs may not have sold for 40 or so
cents a dozen in May, but do now, and
did sell for 6o cents, hence Mr. Doolit-
tle scores another Thera were

any

go hungry

mark.

more, than s  beekeepers  to ene 2o
years ago. What's the resylt? Each
ships his surplus to the commission

man in the large cities; he makes the
price, because he has mo trouble to get
all the honey he wants at his price;
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while, on the other hand, he gets what

he ‘asks from the small buyer, who can-

not  afford the time to get in touch
with the producer, just as the producer
cannot afford the time to get in touch
with the consumer. We trust to the
middle-man, who, like most human be-
ings—power make them selfish. To
increase theif profit they falsely state
the product was not in No. 1 condition,
or that it sold for less than it did, un-
til “they kill the goose that laid the
golden egg.”” This is the history of the
fruit-growers of California; the Michi-
gan grape-growers; and
of flowers in Long Island.
their remedy ? Co-operation !

Would it not look like waking up to
have a National Honev-Producers’ As-

the growers
What was

sociation to make your market, and
accept only properly cured, honestly
packed honev—the Association stamp

to be the guarantee of quality ?

An example of the honey-producers’
question can be answered by the “dairy-
men who furnish the Chicago milk and
get 2% cents per quart. The dealers’
combine furnishes the selling organiza-
tion, and gets 7 cents. Naturally dairy-
men are beginning to ask themselves

Why don’t we furnish the ::alling or-
ganization ourselves, since there is
where the profit is?’’

I scarcely feel it my privilege to

enumerate the many successes of co-
operation, and take wup space in the
“American Bee Journal,”” but let the
gentleman from Illinois read co-opera-
tion in the Michigan grape-belt, in the
Saturday Evening Post of Feb. 1g, 1g1o,
or go to the nearest librarv and get the
history and workings of the citrus
growers’ selling organization, of Cali-
fornia. These organizations do
advertising, and are able to engage
one gifted that way; advertising men
are born, not created, and I think the

the
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ordinary bee-man would waste his
money trying. Of course, there are

exceptions, and our friend from Illinois
may be the exception.

All our magazines and daily papers
are discussing the fact that the leading
commodities have advanced 50 per cent.,
and attribute the advance in price to a
2o percent. increase of money in circu-
lation, claiming the two factors are in-
timately related, and commeodities ad-
vance as money becomes more plenti-
ful; but that does not feed our families,
nor clothe the children of the wage-
earner, who is the first to suffer in a
panic, and the last to benefit when
prices advance. They wait for capital
to be just, until' they can stand it no

longer, and it ends in riot. That is
how co-operation is worked out 1n
Philadelphia just mnow; but the man

who works among bees long loses all
desire to bhe unjust, selfish, or jealous,
and I think could do as well as the
California fruit-growers.

When one reads over the bee-litera-
ture he fails to find any guarding their
knowledge or protecting an idea by a
patent. How unlike any other profes-
sion or avocation! Can we not be
proud when we read, I cheerfully and
freely give the principles in this sys-
tem to all, hoping and believing that
the same will prove as efficient in the
hands of others as they have with me?”
— “American Bee Journal.”’

THE HONEY-FLOW IN HOLLAND.
Some Observations on it for the Last
Few Years.

By Henri Meyer.

In our bee-calendar the years 1906,
%07, and ’08 are booked as bad honey-
yvears. The worst of the three was 1907
—a vear of very little sunshine, of heavy
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rains, thunder and hail storms. In Aug-
ust, 1907, the minimum temperature
went down to freezing for several nights.
On the best days the maximum tempera-
ture scored so to 56 degrees Fahrenheit.

- During the whole month on which our

last hope for a satisfactory health was
fixed we suffered from cold, rainy, and
windy weather. Practically we did not
see the sun for weeks. On the heath we
lost millions of bees. Many beékeepers
who do not look after their colonies he-
fore the end of the heath season found
more than half of them dead and the rest
starving.

On a heath six kilometers from Arn-
hem I discovered a rtange of old straw
skeps, the property of a hbeekeeper, re-
siding at Tiel, some forty miles from

~there, in which not a single bee was liv-

ing.  The poor man’s whole possession
lay in a state of putrefaction on the bot-
tom.

The end of the season was fit to make
the most patient beekeeper rebellious.
When the heath had faded we got splen-
did weather. September and October
brought us the long-desired warmth. In
the last days of the latter month we
noted a temperature of 70 degrees F. in
the shade. But it was all in vain. The
mild weather in the late fall could not
undo the evil done by the February tem-
perature of August. In some parts of
our country the bees gathered some nec-
tar and pollen from the “herick,” a sort
of wild-rape seed (a very troublesome
weed) producing a dark-colored honey

which is said to be a dangerous winter
food.

Thanks to the splendid fall weather,
we succeeded in feeding up the weaken-
ed colonies with sugar syrup to a reason-
able weight. Nevertheless a severe and
erregular winter with intermittent per-
iods of strong frost and abnormally soft
temperatures caused heavy winter losses.
This was especially the case where the
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*‘\\‘inter food consisted of a syrup from
shite-beet sugar. A neighbor beekeeper
who fed his 30 winter colonies with 300
b 1hs. of beet sugar lost the small, not-
withstanding the winter provision was
"&f‘am)cd and the condition of the winter
,scats in  the thick-walled Gravenhorst
straw hives left nothing to be desired.
_JIt seems that the chemicals used to puri-
fy the beet sugar must be poisonous to
»bees.

After this bad winter we got a most
*Ppromising spring; and with good hope
,’for better success we opened the cam-

palgn by migrating with the remainder
. @f our living capital to the fruit-orchards
of the Betune. It must be explained that
*in Holland no profit from beekeeptin 1s
pussible unless one inilows the bloom.
-4 arly spring (that is, the first days
i‘of April) the beckeepers of the high
sand grounds in the Velune remove
_jheir colonies to the wvich clay districts to
gather the nectar from hundreds of acres
of apples, pears, cherries, and straw-
g berries. Considerable guantities of
“~honey are stored there by the bees when
the weather 1s favorable. On account of
#ur changeable climate, however, no bee-
keeper should think of extracting that
honey. Our bitter . experience forbids
'v:his. Indeed, after a rich honey-flow of
some davs a sudden change of the wea-
p- ther may bring frost, snow, and hail
So we must leave the superior spring
~mioney to the brood.

»

» In other parts of our country, in >outh
and North Holland, Zeeland, Utrecht,

~»l'ries land, and Groningen, the spring
flow consists mainly of the rich rape-
seed field and the meadow honey-plant
of which Taraxacum officinale (dandelion)
15 the best. In April and May some of

) wneadows, especially those that served a
vear before for hay-production, are liter-

»ally covered with a golden carpet of
dandelion.
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When the fruit-blossom 15 over. a stag-
nation in the flow is apparent. The best
colonies will then manifest the first symp-
toms of swarming. For the amateurs of
the “multiplicating system,’”’ a busy time
begins. As a rule the first swarms are
drummed off, and if conditions are fav-
orable one single straw-skep colony will
produce in a short time from three to
four new colonies. In the meantime a
new honeyv-flow is coming on. Some bee-
keepers remove in the first days of July
to the buckwheat-fields; others remain
in the clay districts where white clover
(is abundant, and others hunt for a good
place in the vicinity of lime-trees and
acacias.

When the weather is just what we
want, there 1s possibly no stronger honey-
vielder than buckwheat. But it must he
said there is possibly no other honey-
plant that suffers so much from condi-
tions and delicacy. Indeed, buckwheat
in Holland will not yield surplus honey
unless the weather is not too warm, not

too cold, not too dry, not too damp.
When the sun shines brightly, buck-
wheat gives nothing but pollen. When

the soil is poor it gives nothing at all.
When the soil is rich the farmer would
he a fool to sow buckwheat, because other
seeds would be far more profitable.

Now, Mr. Editor, last year some farm-
ers grew in the immediate vicinity of
my summer stand nearly ten acres of
buckwheat. The soil in the environ-
ments of my home consists of diluvial
sand, which has been cultivated, per-
haps, a century. Phacelia, Spanish
chestnut, and lime trees vield honey pro-
fusely on that soil. Fruit-trees, how-
ever, give nearly nothing. I had the
choice of removing my bees to a good
buckwheat district, ten miles from home,
or try the buckwheat on my neighbors.
I chose the last, while my neighbor bee-
keeper removed to the buckwheat fields

near Lunteren, ten miles frém here.
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Well, they rteturned from there with'a
_hundred -straw skeps full of well-capped
buckwheat honey. And what about my
honey crop?

Let me tell you I did not get a tea-
spoonful from the ten acres, and this,
notwithstanding the weather was favor-
able—not too dry, not too damp, not too
hot, not too cold. What was the reason
of this phenomenon? I can only guess.
The soil in the vicinity of my home con-
sists of sand with. a very low ground-
water level. You may dig there to a
depth of sixty vards before reaching
water. In the vicinity of Lunteren, how-
ever, the water level is about three yards
below the surface. Besides . this the
sandy soil there is mixed up with old
layers of mold, or humus, originating
from old swamps. In the soil an ele-
‘ment not present in the high sands near
‘my residence.

Mr. Townsend, in his interesting arti-
cle about the honey resources in Michi-
gan, p. 1104, 1608, says: ‘I do not in-
clude it (buckwheat in the list as 8 sur-
plus-honey producer; for on the rich soil
of Southern Michigan ‘it rarely produces
any surplus; and when 1t does I thinlk
it would be when it is sown on a rather
poor quality of sandy soil.”

The quality
ever,

of our high sand, how-
was of the desired poorness, farm-
ers here doing a lot of “‘business’’ with
a small quantity of stable manure or com-
post, which will do for potato and rve
culture; and notwithstanding that de-
sired poorness of the sandy soil my buck-
wheat did not produce any honey. What
was the reason? What was the missing
substance ?

Mr. Editor, T humbly believe that a
beekeeper must have a life as long as
Methuselah’s to know something about
beekeeping at the end 'of his days.—
“Gleanings.”’ :
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THE BALLING OF QUEENS.
L3N I B N N b

Just ‘what causes sonie bees, somesg
times, to ball their ¢ueens on the:
slightest disturbance of the hives hgs

"always heen a question to me, and this

‘spring the matter has been brought ta
my mind ' again in a forcible manner,

‘Owing -to the cold, backward weatheir

we have had all through May, it has
been a difficult matter to get all the
queens clipped and supers put on pre-
vious' to my going away on some Iii-

-spection work that was. imperative. Aj.
‘a consequence, we have been opening
brood mnests when the weather: was-

hardly fit for the purpose, and at times
when little ‘nectar is coming in. 3
In 3 or 4 different colonies a fv"“r‘

bees were noticed running after thé
queen, some of them ‘clinging to her,:
and in one case, after taking all the

frames out and looking them over, g
glance at the bottom 'of the hive re-:
vealed a ball of bees about as larg: as,
a walnut. ~ The queen was releas:d,
‘and after a while let go on'a comb on’
the opposite side of the hive, but - s
terday, being at the vard again, "{
looked at the entrance, and sure E_"lf\ug);?
there was the dead queen. Now: this
colony was a very gentle one of Cags,
niclans, not at all excitable, and when
the hive was open the bees were quietly™
sitting ‘'on the combs, paying very htt]e
atttention to anything. =

Former experiences with queens be
ing balled, has generally, if not always,
been noticed in colonies ver{ much eXa
cited, with the bees running in everyy
direction, as 1s common in the blacl\rf
or hvbrids if they get in a panic from
having too much smoke given them, (‘
from other causes. ¥

In watching the actions of the few
colonies that were so foolishly solicit‘;‘
ous of the queen’s welfare. I was re-
nirnded of that work entitled, “Are
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Bees Reflex Machines?”” as ‘all the bees
in the hive would seem to be actuated
by a common desire over which they
have no control. S

_ If the queen that was receiving such
undue attention on the part of her sub-
jects happened to be on the side of the
hive, the same nervous demonstrations
on the part of the bees would be seen
if she was removed to the opposite
side. In brief, the bees seemed to be
a unit, so to speak, and in some mysteri-
ous manner the same fear of losing
their queen seemed common to ‘the
whole crowd. How such a c¢ondition
is made possible among - many thou-
sands of bees in a similtaneous man-
ner seems a great mystery, and it would
seem that they have some means of
communication that we mortals do not
understand. :

All have noticed the peculiar “home
is found”” hum when Lees are content-
edly entering into a hive after having
swarmed, and even in a . more. Pro-
nounced manner is the hopeless, queen-
less bum noticeable in ‘a colony - that
has just lost its gueen—is.. it possible
that they have also a call that sounds a
warning to all the bees in the hive that
the queen. is in danger? :It looks very
much like it, and more’s the pity that
they do not take more sensible meas-
ures to protect her in her peril, fancied
or otherwise, than simply to embrace
and smother her to death.

In the event of the gueen being re-
leased before death ensues, why is it
that she 1s generally useless afterwards,
as is nearly always the case, according
to what I have learned  from others,
_coupled with -a. few. experiences of my
own,—“American Bee Journal.”’

When you want Honey Labels send for

"Samples to the  Bee Bulletin’’ Office.

‘had laid there two full years.

run; foundation
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OLD COMB FOUNDATION—WILL

BEES WORK IT ?
Xk 2w
By C. P. Dadant.

I 'se¢ ‘in - the April number of the
“American’ Bee Journal” that several as
the above guestion or-Dr. C. C. Miller
and he answers it favorably. ~ As I hav
made experiments on it, I thought bes
to mention them. '

Years ago the statement was made 1
the bee-papers that comb foundatior
became worthless with age; that th
bees would cut it out. I decided tc
test this for myself. I had at that time
in the upper room of our shop, a bos
of foundation of an odd size which hac
been made for a special order, and th
one ordering it had countermanded th
order. 'As it was a large size, and We
did not wish to work it over or cut it

we had put the ~box away, hoping
to fill an order with it sooner o
later. But it had been forgotten anc

I used 3
sheet of this to make my test.

In June, when the bees were at work
and storing some honey, I placed this
sheet of foundation in the centre of a
colony. Then I took a sheet of fresh-
and . .placed; it .also in
the centre of the same hive, with only
one frame .of brood between the twe.
They were therefore on an equal foot-

ing—old and fresh alike.

Two davs later I opened the hive and
found hoth sheets drawn and eggs laid
in both. This, it seems to me, ought to
be sufficient evidence that old founda-
tion is as good as new, even if there
might be a few hours of difference in

‘the acceptance of it by the bees.

But now let me explain why  old
foundation is considered as less readily
accepted bv the bees, and why the bees
sometimes cut holes in it.



=24

Beeswax has peculiar properties. My
readers all know that it becomes so
by heating, “and finally ‘melts when
enough heat is applied. But many do
not know that when beeswax has been
heated, it retains its flexibility for quite
a time, even if the heat is not continued.
I may very well compare it to iron, for
it may be malleable or brittle accord-
ing to the manner of rendering it and
manipulating it. It has similar proper-
ties to those of iron also in this, that
time acts upon its malleability. Those
of vou who have used wire for fences,

or for grape-trellis, know that new
wire, fresh from the factory, is not
‘brittle unless tempered. But those

who have -een the same wire on their
fence or on their grape-arbor for 2o
vears, know also that at the end of that
time, even if it is galvanized, the wire

is much more brittle. So it is with
beeswax. It is more brittle, and there-
fore harder, when it is old. To give

back to iron 1ts ductility, it is necessary

to melt it. But not so with beeswax.
It takes much less to give it back its
flexibilitv. Heating to blood heat or a

little more will render it flexible again.

If we have foundation from the pre-
vious vears in our hives outside of the
cluster, this foundation has become
hard and is not attractive to the bees.
Neither is old comb, until they have
covered it for a few hours and given it
their heat. But fresh foundation only
a few davs old, used by the apiarist,
still shows a softness similar to that of
new-huilt comb. The bees, therefore,
take to it with great eagerness. That
is why many apiarists will tell you that
old foundation is not so readilv ac-
.cepted by the bees. But just as soon
a5 that old foundation is covered by
the cluster it hecomes warme dup, and
within a verv few hours will be as soft
and acceptable as the new-made. Of
course, if both the old and the new are
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put into supers, the bees will not hesi-
tate and will appropriate the new foun-
dation more promptly because it 1is
more malleable. But if you do as I did
in the experiment referrcd to above,
and place both kinds in the centre of
the clustes it becoms warmed up, and
ceptance of the two by the bees will be
so little marked that you will not be
able to detect it after the lapse of 48
hours. ;

Now, why do bees cut holes in foun-
dation that has been in the hive a long
time? If vou were to watch them you
would see that they use the particles
thus cut to repair the combs within the
cluster. This cutting of holes in foun-
dation is always done when they do
not see the possibility of using it where
it 1s outside of the cluster.

There are, however, exceptions to all
cases. Some foundation mav bhe so
covered with dust that the bees have
repugnance to use it. You find similar
instances with dried-up combs which
are given them in partlv-built sections
I have sometimes seen the bees build
new combs in preference to using o!d
ones that were within their reach. But
give them old combs in the centre of
the cluster and see whether they do not
use them quickly. If there is anything
mouldy or objectionable about such
combs, when they are inserted by the
apiarist in the heart of the brood-nest,
they soon cut out the objectionable
parts and make new work out of the
old. You will find the case eractly the
same with comb foundation made of
good beeswax, no matter how old it
may be.

It is therefore safe to say that old
comb foundation, which has bheen prop-
erly kept, will be worked by the bees
as readily as the new goods as soon as
it has been heated sufficiently. Expos-
ing it to the heat that would soften it
for a few minutes previous to its in-
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sertion in the hive, would make it as
promptly acceptable as new goods, but
this is not at all necessary.

Old comb foundation has one advan-
tage over new goods. Owing to 1its
very toughness it is less liable to
stretch or break down under the weight
of bees than the other, and is safer
for swarms.—‘“American Bee Journal.’’

RETAILING HCNEY AND BUILDINC
UP A PROFITABLE GROGCERY
TRADE.

*O* ¥ W
BB, Cavanagh:

The most profitable method ¢f turning
the season’s output into cash may be
most logically decided by an examination
of the man and the conditions under
which he is placed. Some are naturally
poor salesmen, either by personal inter-
view or letter writing. As I, myself, am
one of this class, I wish to offer the en-
couragement to such that salesmanship
is largely an acquired art, derived

through study and experience.

Retailing honey is, to a certain extent,
a separate business from producing it.
If one can realise enough extra net profit
at retail, above wholesale prices, to bring
profits equal to those of any other busi-

.mess in which he might engage during
winter months, then by all means retail
the honey, for, by so doing, one is con-
tributing his share toward maintaining
prices and increasing the consumption of
honey. For the purpose of being more
clearly understood in this article T wish
to designate retail sales as applying to
house to house canvas, grocery trade and
small mail orders enly; classing large
orders  to bottlers, commission house
consignments and sales to manufacturers
as wholesale shipments.

I am satisfied that the majority of
beekeepers who now wholesale their
honey, do so ignorantly, neither realizing
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the profits to be derived nor the great
advantage 1in gaining a permanent
market. The relative price paid for ex-
tracted honey by the consumer is about
double the wholesale price. Now, whe
is making the most money out of his
effort put forth, the man who produces
and sells a carload of honey at TCOT he
who buys that 7c.-honey, and retails it
at 15c. to the consumer?

That a house to house trade in honey
1S a most profitable business has often
been proved. 1 know a man who has
for several years bought large quantitic:
of honey and suvplied some 10,000
customers. As he is an expert bee-
keeper ,as well as an ex-beekeeper, it is
obvious that his present pasture is not
less rich than the beekeeping field. He
has become so well acquainted with his
customers that he no Jonger has to v
honey,” but, as he himself expresses it,
has only to stick his head through the
door and ask “how much ?” Further-
more, he is a specialist in selling honey ;
gets 15c. a pound for extracted honey,
and carries honey of a quality well
worth it. It is only fair to admit thas
not all fields will yield egual returns, vet
many of us have rich opportunities in
this line and do not realize it.

Possibilities of the Grocery Trade.

The grocery trade is, perhaps, the
most important sales medium of all,
because of its possibilities of distributing
large quantities of extracted honey of a

quality and price controlled by the
producer. Now, if we employ grocers or

_other sub-agents to distribute our honey,

we cannot expect to receive quite the
same returns. We must expect to nay
our help in selling, just as we Pay our
help: in producing a crop of honey.,
There are various methods of reaching
the grocery trade through circular letters
and advertising mediums, but all of them
are practically failures with extracted
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aoney. Grocers are prejudiced in favor
»f comb honey because of certain dealers
having sold them honey which candied.
After exhibiting candied honey in glass
for some time, they shove it onto a back
shelf to be shown only as called for}, and
then only at a detriment so far as sales
ire concerned. ‘“Extracted honey doesn’t
sell, no demand for it, we want it in the
~omb’’ is what vou will soon become ac-
customed to hear when you start out as
1 drummer of vour own bottled honey.
The remedy is to ‘“‘take the bull by the
horns” as it were, and compel them to
buy it or try it.

First convince the merchant that viu
are a real live beekeeper and kuew
what honey is. Then convince hin. 1list
ric present stock of candied hiunev s
pure and that by melting it he wi'l sus-
tain no loss. If he is no fu.ser, offer to
take the honey In exchange Ior ycur ¢wnn
bottled honey which offer he will gladly
accept.

Never i’s

! “knock’ a competitor’s honey
even if you know the goods to be inferior
lto your own product. Always boost
thoney. Incidentally suggest to this
igrocer that yvou would be glad to supply
‘him with your honey at any time he 1s
in need. Furnish both comb and ex-
ltracted homey, for, by so doing, vou
fmonopolize more completely vour market ;
‘hesides more firmly impressing the fact
;that yvou are a beekeeper.

i The Selling-Arguments.

Meet the usual objections in the follow-
‘ing manner, and things are beund to

1come your way. Ves,
1all pure honey is apt to candy. Mine 1s
1sealed at 160 degreées, which will keep
¢it liquid for a long time, but, should it
¢ ever candy, I will replace it with fresh
¢ liqguid honey, free of charge.” SR
tracted honey will not sell here, people
] want comb.” “You., of course, know

{ more about selling than T do, but be

“Honey candies.””
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a specialist in pure honey for many
vears, I can assure you success in selling
my extracted honey. In the first place,
this extracted honey is a superior article,
from white clover, rich and delicious.
Every customer who buys one bo

will buy several. Honey benng regarded
as a luxury, demands a conspicuous
place on vour shelves, window or show
case (here select and insist on your
location for display.) Your customers
must learn how delicious this honey 1is,
and the great saving over buying it in
the comb. For this purpose I am not
only selling it under a very attractive
label, but here is a placard calling at-
tention to this pure honey, also some
leaflets to give away. Furthermore,
guarantee the sale of every pound of
honey put in your store. If it doesn’t
sell to suit you I will take it back and
return your money with no argumsnts.
You have no breakage, I stand it if any.
I pay the freight. The net price delivered
safely to you is so and so for the differ-
ent sizes, and you sell them for so and
so, realizing a profit of so and so, with
no possible chance of loss. Shall I ship
you 4 doz. of each size?” ‘As a last
resort, offer to leave a case of honey to
be scld, but dont get them into a habit
of expecting this, for grocers, like others,
are apt to push sales harder where they
have money - invested. Impress vour
grocer -with the fact that vou are in the
field permanently, and will call at stated
pntervals or on request. Keep an eye
out for shaky or dishonest firms. Fail-
ures occur in all lines of business; so, he
careful and don’t get caught with goods
unpaid for. Make sales on a net cash
basis, or else figure two per cent. for
cash, and give 30 days. This' each
salesman must decide for himself ac-
cording to his experience and locality.

One Point in getting Big Orders.
; A'l\\'a}"s"sh'ip bottled honey in original
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' packing cases with corrugated partitions;
'as nothing disgusts a dealer more than
,l_;t;) receive a lot of broken and besmeared
glasses of honey. FHave your cases made
’an regular sizes of about four dozen each,
which will discourage the small, single
prddzen order idea, and give you a better
.,,and larger display, valuable in itself.
* Frequently I have made sales to
grocers through a friend in a distant
~Jitv. Omne sold several tons of honey
. pach yean in bottles, tin pails, 6o-pound
cans, and barrels, and at a nice profit to
w23¢. I paid him 10 per cent., and found
him worth it, as there were no losses nor
~Pdjustments for me to worry about.
Another time 1 secured, * through a
“Jtiend, the name of a bank in a distant
Mstate. I wrote the bank, and, by men-
tion of my friend, was favored with the
ngmes of several grocers. These were
all written to, resulting in the sale of
;’s}}early $r00 worth of honey in tin pails
at 3% cents above market price, or a
gt profit of $30 for doing the writing.
Make your mail order customers per-
smanent by writing them each year. It is
g fatal mistake to expect them to write
- "to vou, for that it isn’t the way it works
y¢yt; and customers expect a man who
has honeyv to dispose of to care enough
$hout selling it to write them first.
. Remember that mail order customers
#east money, and are valuable assets to
_the business. Keep a list showing the
;'amount of each sale; the kind of pack-
| e, and the price received, which will
61'\?(—3 as a valuable index in deciding
xvhat kkind of letter to write next year.
L —“‘Review.”

1

GE D
|

f‘— “NUCLEUS” AND “NUCLEL"

! Perhaps no words give more trouble
i : : : A
’fa inexperienced apicultural  writers
} :
t{wan the two words nucleus and nuclei.

¥ It takes some time for the beginner to.

~lgarn that when he has only one it is a
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nucleus, and not a nuclei. And after he
has learned that nucleus is the singular
and nuclei the plural, he is still inclined
to make the mistakes of using the plu-
ral form instead of the singular when
using the word as an adjective; as,
“nuclei plan of increase,” instead of
“nucleus plan.”” Even so scholarly a
writer as D. M. Macdonald lately wrote,
“At present I will deal with nuclei-
forming,’”” and the error escaped the
eagle eye of the proof-reader of that
correct publication, the ¢RBritish Bee
Journal.”

Possibly the heginner thinks, “If I
use the plan of making several nuclei
it must be a ‘nuclei’ plan, while a nu-
cleus plan would be for only one
nucleus.” But if he will think of paral-
lel cases, he will view the matter dif-
ferently. If a man is engaged in build-
ing houses, he is engaged in house-
building, not in houses-building; if
two cows are in a pasture, it is a cow-
Ppasture, not a cows-pasture.

So let it be remembered that when
we use the word as a noun, nucleus is
the singular and nuclei the plural; but
when used with the significance of an
adjective the singular form, nucleus is
always used.—‘‘American . Bee Journal.”?

When you want Honey Labels send for

Samples to the ‘ Bee Bulletin’® Office,
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ITALIAN QUEENS.

Gold or Leather Colour—from Imported Mothers.
BRED FOR SUPERIOR QUALITIES AND PURITY. &

4

The First Italian Bee Farm in Australia, and the«
Best for the Supply of Queens, Hives of Bees,
Swarms, Foundation, Implements, &c.

‘Winner of National First Prize for Best Bee Farm of a Hundred Hives
Bees and Cver. Also winner of most prizes at the R.A.S. Shows, Sydney.

4

QUEENS—Untested, 5/- each. .
Tested, ... one 10/-  three 25/ six 45/4
Select Tested ... one 15/-  three 40/ . six 70/-
Extra Choice ... ome 25/-  three 60/ six 105/-¢

Price List on Application.

W ABRAM & SON

ITATTAN BEE FTARM, ¥
BEECROFRT, Near SYDNEY.;

ESTABLISHED 1884, Q

it B

+
P.S.—My knowledge and experience of 40 years practice enables me to-
breed and supply Queens Superior to Any, possessing the Most Desirable /
Qualities combined. Desiring to maintain that High Reputation, I againi-“s
submit for your consideration the fact that I can supply to satisfaction, if you,
give me description of your requirements. Thanking you for past favours.—

remain, yours truly, W. ABRAM., (s
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