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| INDEX TO HOUSE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS. — a 

| CONTENTS OF THE VOLUMES. , | _ | 

- -Vou. 1..FOREIGN RELATIONS: No.1, pt.1. | Vou. 12..Nos. 3 and 4. : _ | 

— Vou. 2..WAR: No.1, pt.2,v.1. 0 | a Vou. 13..Nos.5, 6, 61, and 73. , 

VoL. 3... ENGINEERS: No. 1, pt. 2, v.2, pt. 1. | Vou. 14..Nos. 34 to 72, except Nos. 34, 39, 51, and 6L  &§ 

Vou. 4.. ENGINEERS: No.1. pt. 2, v. 2, pt.2. | Vo. 15..Nos. 35 and 39. | | | 

Vou 5.. ORDNANCE: No. 1, pt. 2, v. 3. Vou. 16..No.51. : po | 

Von. 6.. | - SIGNAL OFFICE: No.1, pt.2,v. 4. | Vow. 17...Nos. 74 to 101, inclusive, except Nos. 83 | | 

| Von. 7..NAVY AND POSTMASTER: No. 1, , and 90. os | . | : 

_ parts 3and4..00 | | + Vou. 18..No. 89, Fisoery AWARDS, v. 1. 

Von. 8..INTERIOR: No.1, pt. 5, v. 1. Vou. 19..No. 89, FISHERY AWARDS, V. 2. | 

Vou 9. 0 EpucaTion: No. 1, pt.5,v.2.| Vou. 20..No. 89, FisueryY AWARDS, v. 3. 

VoL. 10..No. 1, parts 6, 7, 8, and Nos. 7 to 33, in-| VoL, 21-.No, 90, COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. | | 

clusive. — | Von. 22..No. 102, COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. | 

Von. 11..REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF} a | | | 

TREASURY: No.2 ne . | 

- ON INDEX TO THE DOCUMENTS. : ne 

| : Subject. | Volume. | No. | Part. | 

Adjutant-General, report of the freedmen’s branch of office of..; 2; 1); 2 | 

~ Agriculture, message of the President, transmitting a special | ss | fat , 
report on forestry by the Commissioner of .......---2------) 10 | 244 | 

Appointment of cadets by the President, letter from the Attor- | L oe 

ney-General, in response to a resolution of the House in re- : So , 

Bard tO 2. ene een ee cece ee ce ene cence cement nc eee cone sees] 14; 70} | : 

_ Appropriations, letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, | | 
transmitting estimates of....-....--.------| «18 5 . 

| Appropriations, deficiency in, for the Army, letter from the | J | 

oo, Secretary of War, transmitting estimates | 7 | | 

| | : © FOL pee cee cele ween cee eee cer eee eee ee eee “ 10} 18: | 

: deficiency in, for 1878 and prior years, letter | foo | | 
| from: Secretary of Treasury, transmitting _— foo. | 

Oo -- estimates for...... 00.22. eee en eee eee ee ee ee 14; 457 4 

| . estimates of, for payment of claims due prior | ,o : 
to July 1, 1875, letter from the Secretary of fs 

the Treasury, transmitting .....--....----- — 10} 274 | : 

Arid regions of the United States, report of Maj. J. W. Powell 1 oe { 
OD oon cece cece cee ce ee es nee ne eee cee eee teewee se! 3 | 8. 

Arizona, military roads in, letter from the Seeretary of War | . ‘7 | 

in relation thereto.... ..---. 2-2. +2226 eet ee eee eee cee 10 | 21. | 
Arkansas River, report of Chief of Engineers upon the neces- | Oo : 

sity of the improvement of .........---------- -- ee ee eee eee: 10 | 224. 

Arms, George. R., letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- | | : | 
ting report of Adjutant-General in the case of.....--..------ 10} 12) oe | 

Army appropriations, for certain deficie:cies in..-..----------| 10} 18 : 

Army, report of the General of the (vol. 1) .-....-.--22-----+-|: - Q 1 8 
7 supplemental report of the (vol. 1) ..---..-------s-0-| 2 1 2 Co i 

. : report of the Judge-Advocate-General of the (vol.1).--, = = =2/}/ 17 2 | 
report of the Quartermaster-General of the (vol. 1) .--./; 2 1 2 

report .of the Commissary-General of the Subsistence of , oe 

Khe (VOL 1). 2. eee eee eee cee we cnc ee cower wwe nee 2 1 2 | 
report of the Surgeon-General of the (vol. 1) ....-..--.] 2; 1, 2. | 
report of the Paymaster-General of the (vol. 1) ....-.-.|. 2, IL. Qo |



t SI INDEX. : . : 

| : Subject. . Volume. | No. |Part. 

| : _ | | , | Lo 

| Army, report of the Chief of Engineers of the (being vol. 2, pL. 
parts 1 and 2) ..---..-- 22. .-eee ee ee ne eee ee eeee ee --| Sand 4 1 |. 2 

report of the Chief of Ordnance of the (being vol. 3).--| | 3 1). 2 

report of the Chief Signal Officer of the (being vol. 4).--; | 6 1 2 | 

letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting esti- | | 

ae : mates of appropriations for certain deficiencies in ap- | . 

| propriations for the....-.......-------+ ----22 ee ees: 10; 18, | ~ 

to letter from the Secretary of War, showing the distribu- | | 

: tion of United States troops ....-....-.-.---------+-- 14 | 55 

Attorney-General, annual report of the........---.-----------, ‘10 7 | 
| letter from the, in response toa resolution of | | a 

the House in reference to the appointment . : 
| of cadets to the Naval and Military Acad- an : 

emies, by the President....-......---.--. 14 | 70) © | 

_ letter from the, in response to a resolution — | 

| of the House in relation to suits against jo 7 : 
the Kansas Pacific Railroad.............. 17 | 76. a 

[ : letter from the, in response to a resolution | 2 

So of the House, transmitting a list of par- oo oo 
A | : dons by the President between March 4, | __ | 

1877, and May 20, 1878........-..-----:.- 17,100, 7 
Award of the Fishery Commission, documents and proceed- | os : 

| a ings of the Halifax (3 vols.) .... -----. -ee0eeeeeeneeeee eee -| 18,19, 20 | 89 , 

 Barsacks, letter from the Secretary of War, recommending ap- | 

. propriations for new, at Fort Monroe, Va....-.------------- 14) 43° 

Bath, Me., letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting re- 

port of engineer upon the improvement of the ‘‘ gut” oppo- | | 

po | SIG... ee eee eee eee ce ee cee ee eee ee eben neeees 14, 56 | 

: Blackwater River, in Virginia, letter from the Secretary of War, | | - 

: transmitting report of engineer upon the improvement of... 14 60 oo 
Board of Health of District of Columbia, annual report of..---- | 10. 1 7 

Board of Visitors of Military Academy, report of (vol. 1)...-.-. 2); I 2 

i Board of Visitors of the Government Hospital for the Insane, fo. 

; report of (VOl.1) 2... .--2 cee e cece ee eee cree cee teen cee ee] | 8) 1 BO 

7 _ Board of Commissioners of the Soldiers’ Home, report of (vol. 1) 2) 07 2 

Bonds, letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in response to | 

a resolution of the House, in reference to the sale of United | | 

States, for outstanding legal-tender notes ..-.-.....----.--- 14) 6B 
, Bridge, letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting report | po | | 

} of engineer upon bridgiug the Saginaw River at Hast Sagi- | ~ P| 

po naw, Mich . 22. ccc. cece es cee eee cece ceceee cence ec cece scenes) 9 U4) 57] 1,20 
| Bureau of Statisiics, annual report of Chief of, on the com- | . po 

i | merce and navigation of the United States.....-.- ..-------.| 21) 90 i Oo 

| Cadets, letter from the Attorney-General, in response to a reso- |. | , | 

intion of the House, in reference to the appointment of, to | — ; 

the Naval and Military Academies, by the President....--.. 14, 70 ~ | 

€anal, Dismal Swamp, letter from the Secretary of the Treas- od | 2 

| ury in reference to the interest of the government in.. 10; 19) 2 

, ship, Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan, letter from the | eT | 

: Secretary of War, transmitting the report of engineer Of | 

| on the improvements of ...---.---.-2-2seeceeeeee eee} 14 AE | 

| -Gertificate of citizenship, to seamen during year ending Decem- | © pe - 

| | ber 31, 1877, letter from the Secretary of State, transmitting | 

: an abstract of returns made by collectors of customs of the | a 

number of seamen who had received ...-. .-- 26 ee eee eee eee] 14 | 68 | | 

: Chickahominy River, report of the engineer upon the improve- - 

Ment Of. 0.5 coe cece eee ee ce we See cee cece cece ce eee ee ees 14 | 60 , | 

Chief of Bureau of Statistics, annual report of, on the com- | ae 

| merce and navigation of the United States.....--..-+-....-- 21 | 90 | — 2 

i Chief of Ordnance, annual report of the (vol. 3)./-------2-----] 3 1 2 | 

| €incinnati, harbor of, report of the engineer concerning the 

| best method of protecting, from ice 1.22... cee. ee eee ee eee: 14; Al |



ee | INDEX. ee | Il 

ce | | Subject. Volume. | No. | Part. a 

- Claims, letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting | pe f 
list of, allowed under act of July 4, 1864............) | 10; 31) - os | 

oe letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting co 
: an estimate of appropriations for payment of, origi- |. | | 

| nating prior to July 1, 1875, under section 3687 and | | 
a 3689 Revised Statutes... 22. .2 eee eee ee ec eee ee ee] 10) 27 | 

|. Clerks in the War Department, letter from the Secretary of of ce | 
War, transmitting a list of. 2.2.2. eee cee cece eee ee ee ee ee; 10; 16 : 

- Coast Survey, annual report of Superintendent.......2...----./ | 11) 2) | | 
_ Columbia Hospital for Women and Lying-in Asylum, annual : | 

. report of (vol. 1) 2-222. ee eee ee ee eek ce eee nee ce eee | 8 1 5 | 
| Columbia Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, annual report of | — | 

(VOL 1)... eee eee eee eee ce ee cane cee tweens cee tenes 8 1 5 | : 
- Colorado, letter from the Secretary of War,in response toa | | fe, a | 

resolution of the House concerning the protection of resi- | | | . 
dents of, against the Indians-.... 222-2222. eee eee ee we eee 17 | 91}. 

_ - Colorado and New Mexico, letter from the Secretary of War, | po | : | 
transmitting report on lines of communication between.....| 14 66 : 4 

| Commerce and navigation of United States, report of Chiefof; = = |. 
Bureau of Statistics. .... 22-2... eee eee ce eee cen eee eee 21) 90 : 

Commercial relations of the United States with foreign coun- |. | 
tries, report upon the, for the year 1877.......6-.--.---.-.-- — 22/102) — Oo 

. * Commission, Hot Springs, report (vol. 1) ...--. 0.522. eee nee 8 1. 5 | 
| letter from the Secretary of State, transmitting | _ | | 

| correspondence, &c., in connection with the, | | oT 
, appointed by the President to visit Louisiana: Se | | | 

: | in April, 1877... 2.2222 2222. eee eee ee eee wee 17) .97 | | 
: award of the Halifax Fishery (3 vols.)....--.-.... ls | 39 | mo | 

| Venezuelan mixed claim, message from the Presi-_ : fe a? 
7 dent, transmitting correspondence between Ven- | | ! 

. 7 _ezuela and the United States in regard thereto... 19 | 30) . : 
Commissioner of Education, annual report of the..-............ 9; Jd 5 2 
Commissioner of Customs, report of... ...--..----2 cee ee neces) 11 9 : 

- Commissioner of Pensions, report of (vol.1) ..--....--...----- Br Li. 85 ' 
Commissioner of Agriculture, message of the President, trans- 4 | | , 
mitting report on furestry by ...----. .----6 ---6 ee een eee eee 10) 24 | 

~ . Commissioner of Internal Revenue, annual report of, with table , po 4 
. . showing receipts from | | | Po | 

a | each specific source, &c .. 42) 4 4 
| | report of, with additional | _ | 

- | po os statements and tables.... 1, 2) _ 4 
Commissioner of General Land Office, report of (vol. 1) ....-.. si | 5 . 

_ Commissionér of Patents, annual report of........-....--. ..-- 13 | 61 
‘Commissioner of Indian Affairs, statements of disbursements | : 

, | ae for the Indian Department : spo 
: oe | for 1877 1.2.2. 2222. eee eee) | 13) 6 

| ~ report of (vol. 1) ....-...... 8 | 1 5 - | 
: - _ papers accompanying the fo | 

| ee above report (vol. 1)...... 8! 1 5 ] 
Commissioners to treat with Sitting Bull, report of (vol.1) ...| BP Bo, 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia, annual report of.. 10; 1] 6. 

-. Commissary-General of Subsistence, report of. .......----. 2... 2) 4 9 . 4 
Commutation allowed officers in certain cities, letter from the | fo | 4 

_ Secretary of War, transmitting a list of officers who received | bode | 
. fuel, forage, and quarters in certain cities......,.-.-..---68! | 14) 48.) -: . 

- Commutation of quarters, fuel, and forage, letter from the | poe | 
_ Secretary of War, recommending an amendment of the stat- | a - | 

, utes in relation thereto :... 2-2. 22-0 eee ee eee eee eee ee wees) Cd10 | C17 | : 
Connecticut River, report of survey of, transmitted by Secre- | Sf ao 

| tary Of War. 2.2. eee cole cee eee wee we eee cece cee wen es 47) 1017. | 
_ Comparative exhibit of duties upon foreign imports, &c., let- fp | | 

| - ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a reso- fp me | 
_.  Jution of the House, relative to duties upon foreign imports, fo! | | 

&c., showing proposed rate of duty, present rates, and quan- 7 fo , | 
_ tity and value of imported commodities which entered into | _ 7 a | 

| consumption in the United States during the year ending | = | yo | 
© June 30, 1871 22. ee ee cece ene cone cee cee wee cena eeee 17; 78). |



| IV | INDEX. | 

| | Subject. | a Volume. Ne Part. 

| Compensation of inspectors of customs, letter from the Secre- | 
tary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter from the Commis- 

| sioner of Customs proposing an alteration of certain sections | 
of the Revised Statutes fixing the.-.... 2-22-2222. ee eee. 14) 36 | 

Comptroller of the Currency, annual report of ............---. 12 3 
Comptroller of the Treasury, report of aggregate resources and | 

i liabilities of national banks from October, 1863, to October, 
LETT oo ne cee cee cee eee wee a eee ee ene ene cone sees 1; 2 a 

Contingent expenses, letter from the Secretary of State, trans- | (|. | 
| mitting estimate of expenditure of con- 
| | tingent fund for the department ...... 10 9 
| : letter from the Secretary of the Interior 
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Contingent fund of the Interior Department, letter from the | : | 
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t - Customs service, letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, : 
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| Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a communication | Co 
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, Disbursing clerk, letter from the Secretary of the Interior, rec- | — : 

- ommending that the disbursing clerk of the department be 
relieved from responsibility of the payment of certain forged : : 
Vouchers... 2. oe ene ee ee ee Meee tee ee eee cee! 14 | 54 . | 

, Disbursements made. from appropriations for the Indian De- ee [ 
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‘ury in reference to the interest of the government in......-.- 10; 19 | 
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| Education, annual report of the Commissioner of........-.---- 9 1 5 

El Paso troubles in Texas, letter from the Secretary of War | | | 

in response to a resolution of the House, transmitting re- | _ | — . 

ports of the commission appointed to investigate the........ 17 | 938 oe 
El Paso troubles, letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- | 
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: Emanuel, Victor I, King of Italy, letter from the Secretary of |. fo coe | 

State, transmitting a letter from the Italian minister, rela- ; — 2 | ; 
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Employés of the War Department, letter from the Secretary of | : 
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| Employés of the Navy Department, letter from the Secretary me ee 
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| Employés in the Interior Department, letter from the Secre- | — | | a | 
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Estimates of appropriations. (See Appropriations.) . | | 
Expenditures and receipts of the United States, an account of, |. Oe . j 

for the year ending June 30, 1873. ...-. .-.. 22. ee eee eee 15) 85) - 
_ Expenditures and receipts of the United States, an account of, |. . 

- for the year ening June 30, 1874......--2..----------e eee) dS | 89 - | 

Expenditures in the State Department, letter from the Secre- = : 

tary of State, transmitting statement of contingent fund for | | 
the department ...... 02-2 2-2. eee cee nce ce eee ee cece ef 10 9 | 

- Explosions, steam-boiler, message from the President, trans- 
mitting the report of the commission appointed under act of : 
March 3, 1873, relative to the causes of. ..-.------..--+-+---- 14 | 40 

F. | 7 oo 

Fees of customs officers, letter from Secretary of Treasury, |. a 

| transmitting a statement of ...22.- 22-2 eee eee eee eee eee) CA | 69] 7 

Fire, security of public buildings against, message from the | qo. 
| President, transmitting report of the commission appointed ) 

+ to examine into the security of, in the city of Washington..) 10, 10 

Fishery Commission, award of the Halifax, of 1877, with docu- | — | . 

ments and proceedings (3 volumes) -.-...---.--sse+--------| 18,19,20 | 89). a 

Flushing Bay, New York, letter from the Secretary of War, | fo 

transmitting report relative to improvement. of-...-.--..---- 417'|~— «74 | 

Forage, letter from the Secretary of War, recommending an| 

amendment of the statutes in relation to commutation of...) 10) #17 = | 

_ Foreign relations, papers relating to .....-.-.+-e0---- seeeee ee) 1 1) 1 
Appendix, containing correspondence rela- OE , ob 

a no tive to the improvement of commercial oe 
| intercourse between the United States || | . | 
, mo , - and foreign countries, preceded by a list | 

| of papers and followed by an index of per- |. | fo, 
a sons and subjects ...... .--8-. -- ee eee eee | 1 1 Ll : 

Foreign countries, report upon the commercial relations of the : oo : 

United States with, for the year 1877. ..--...-..+.---.----6. —6.22:;102) | 
Fishery Commission, documents and proceedings of the Hali- | ot | 
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| _ Treasury, transmitting draught of a bill to prevent......... 17 | 86. | | 
Freedmen’s Hospital and Asylum, report upon the (vol. 1)-..... 8 1 5 DO
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Chickahominy and Blackwater Rivers in Virginia, 7 - 
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| Indian Affairs, report of the Commissioner of (vol. 1)..-....-.. 8 1 5 
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| for the Indian Department for year ending. an 
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2 letter from the Secretary of the Interior relative to | | | 
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Informers, letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- | | | 

: mitting a detailed report of the sums allowed as compensa- | | 
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I. _  _Insane, Government Hospital for, report of the operations of, - | | 

by the board of visitors (vol.1).....-...----.----50-------- 8 1; ©5 | 
Inspectors of customs, letter from the Secretary of the Treas- | : 

| ury, transmitting letter from Commissioner of Customs pro- | | 
| posing an alteration of certain sections of the Revised Stat- | | 7 

utes fixing the compensation of........ 2... .-2- se seen en eeee 14; 36) . 
' --_ Interest paid to national. banks, letter from the Secretary of 

3 the Treasury, transmitting a statement of the sums paid to-. 14 | 34 , 
Internal Revenue, Commissioner of, annual report of..-....-.. 12 4 - , 

. _Interior Department, accountability of disbursing-clerk of, | 
| - . | letter from the Secretary, recommend- | , - 

| : ing that he be relieved......-...-.-.. 14, 54 [
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a GAN ween eee eee cee eee cone cece eer te en eee sees eess AT) BR | 

| annual report of thé Commissioner of the General Land |_ - | 

Office (VOL. 1) weceee cence cecceeccneeeeceeeceteveceee| 0 BU OL 5 

--- papers accompanying the above report (vol.1).... 8 1 5 i 

report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. ......2----.) 8 1 &s OY 
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: Interior, Secretary of the, survey of lake-beds in Indiana and | | 
: Illinois, letter from. the Secretary _ 
|. in response to a resolution of the ; oo 
| SO House, in reference to the......-.. 17 | 83] |. | 
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|. ravages of the locusts, letter from the Secretary, transmit- foo. | | 
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Tron, steel, and other metals, report of board for testing, trans- ; | 
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Ttaly, letter from the Secretary of State, transmitting a letter : 
| ‘from the Italian minister concerning the marks of |e ! 

. respect shown to the memory of Victor Emanuel I, | 
| late King of... .. 2. 022k eek cee cee eee ce cee ween (14) «69 

| Jetties, South Pass, Mississippi River, letter from the Secre- : | 
: | tary of War, relative to report of M. R. Brown, engineer, re- | | Oe 

lating to the work on ..... 2.2.22 222. 2-2 cee eee cee ce eee, 14) 87 | | 
2 Joint commission, report of the, created to direct and super- . 
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.. Kansas Pacific Railroad, letter from the Attorney-General of | | | | 
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| in relation to suits against the. ...... 2... ..--26 ..2e l ee ene — (7 | 76]. 
iz Khedive of Egypt, letter from the Secretary of War, concerning . | 

a decoration conferred upon Assistant Surgeon Wilson,United | | a 
| States Army, by the... 2... 22. ee ee eee eee wee eee] 10; 23). 

King Victor Emanuel, of Italy, letter from the Secretary of | == | | | 
? a ' State, transmitting a letter from theItalian minister concern- | — | 
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Lake-beds, survey of, in Indiana and Illinois, letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, in response to a resolution of the |. ; | | 

| House in reference to... 1.222. 222. .e eee ce eee ce eee eee cee! 17 | 83 
i. Lake Michigan and Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal, letter from the 
| Secretary of War, transmitting report of engineer on the - a 
| improvement Of ... 222. 222. eee eee cee tees wee eee eee ee 14) 44 : 

Land-grant railroads, letter from the Secretary of War, rela- | | 
| tive to a decision of the Supreme Court upon the matter of 

. payments to ..---. 2. eee ee ene ce ee oe cee se weee 10 | 20 
Land entries by Indians in Michigan, letter from the Secre- 

tary of the Interior, relating to .... 2.222. ..0222 ee ee eee ee) 17; 82 a, 
i Land Office, letter from the Secretary of the Interior, concerning 
1 deficiency for contingent expenses of the General Land Office. 10 | 13 
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i Office (Vol. 1)... 2.2. eee ees cee ween teen cee cee e eee wees 8 1 5 
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: oo. letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting infor- : 
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_ Leavenworth military prison, report concerning (vol. 1)......| - 2 1 2 
. Legal-tender notes, letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
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: Locusts, ravages of, letter from Secretary of Interior, trans- | 

mitting a report from commission of entomologists on the ... 17 | 95 
| Loss of the steamer Metropolis, letter from the Secretary of 

. the Treasury, transmitting report of the Life-Saving Service | , 
« 1n reference to ..........- beens ceceee tenceeesenes cose cee! 14 58 
Louisiana, commission sent to, by the President, letter from the | | 

Secretary of State, transmitting correspondence, &c¢.....-.- | 17 | 97
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McAllister, dredge-boat, letter from the Secretary of War, in | fe re | 

. Pelation tO... 22. cee eee ee eee eee ce cee cee wens cece ee! 14 |. 67 | 4 

Metrical system, letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, |, 7 | | 
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| letter from the Secretary of War in regard to | oy . 
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Treasury, transmitting report of the Life-Saving Service in Poe. o | 
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Michigan, land granted to, for railroad purposes, letter from : re 
Secretary of Interior, transmitting information con-. Se Bo , | 

COINING 20. scene cece ee eee eee ced ce eee cae e eee 17) 77) | | 
letter from Secretary of the Interior, relating to | - | 

land entries by Indians in the State of. ...--.---- 17). 82). 
7 Military Academy, report of visitors to (vol. 1)..-.------.---- 2; 1, 2 | 

ps letter from the Attorney-General, in re- | | | 

: sponse to a resolution of the House in | : | 
Do reference to the appointment of cadets to an ac Ce | 

| _ the Naval and, by the President....---..| — 14 | 70 : | | 

Military posts, abondonment of certain, letter from the Secre- | — oe | 

tary of War concerning ..-.--. .---26 fee ee cece ceeeee eee] 1M 7) 

Military post, site for in Texas, letter from the Secretary of | | | | 
War relative to ths donation of land as a ...-...--.-------- 10; 14; | | 

Military roads in Arizona, letter from the Secretary of War - a | 

in relation to Certain... 22. 2. eke cone wwe eee ce cee cee wee): 10 | 2l | | 

Mint, report of the Director of. ..--., .- 200.226 see eee cee e eee ll) (2. 
Mississippi River, jetties, South Pass, letter from Secretary of . 

War, relative to the report of M. k. Brown, | : : | 

engineer, relating to the work of Mr. | | 

| Eads at ...c ces eee cee meee seem cena ences! 14; 37. | 
| improvement of Southwest Pass of, letter | | | | | 

from the Secretary of War, transmitting | po | : 
| report of engineer upon the improvement. | | eo, | 1 

| OF Lee eee cece cece eee wee teem eens! 14) 6! Oo 

. , South Pass of, letter from the Secretary of |. . . | oe | 

oe War, transmitting a report upon the im- | 
provement Of .... 2. ..---e - ee eee cee tee eee 14 | 52. 

/ reservoirs to improve the navigation of, let- | - | | : 
. ter from the Secretary of War, transmit- a | : 
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a improvement of, letter from the Secretary | — | | | | Ro, 

- of War, transmitting report of Chief of | | : 
7 | | ‘Engineers upon the necessity for..--.....|. 10 | 22) 

: : _ South Pass of, report of the engineeronthe) | . | 7 

improvement of . 2.2... .-.--2 eee eee eee eee Q- 1 8 
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Missouri River, letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting |. - | 
report of Chief of Engineers on theimprovement of.. .-...-- —10) 22. 

. Moline Water-Power Company, letter from the Secretary of nl 
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Moline, Ill., with a report of the Chief of Ordnance thereon... 17 | 87 | oo :
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| Navy, Secretary of, annual report of the ......---...----.---. . 9 1 3 

transmits list of civil employés in his de- . 
oe partment ....-. 22-2. .--1-- +2 --e eee 10}. 29). 

. Navy, State, and War Department buildings, report of the | . |. 
_engineer upon the state of (vol. 1)..-.-. 220. ---. eee eee eee) 8 1 2 
New Mexico and Colorado, letter from the Secretary of War, | ae 

. transmitting reports on lines of communication between -.... 414) 66 | - 2 
New York, letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting report | Ce 

to relative to improvement of Flushing Bay..........--..---.. 17 | 7A | : 
: . Norfolk Harbor, letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting | 
: a report of engineers upon the improvement of...........2--. 17 | 60 

| | 0 . | 
| " _ Ocean mail steamship service, letter from the Postmaster-Gen- | | , 

eral, in compliance with aresolution of the House, trans- |. | 
| mitting a tabular statement of, of foreign countries ......-..) 0 14; 38 | 

| Officers, commutation allowed in certain cities, letter from Sec- So | 
| retary of War, transmitting a list of, who received ......... 14) 48 . 
i Ordnance, Chief of, annual report of (vol..3)........-2-...--4.) do}; 61. 2 

Pacific Railroad, Kansas, letter from the Attorney-General, in 
| | response to a resolution of the House in relation to suits || . 
| against the . 2... 22k eee ca ew ee ee wc cee twee cee ees 14) 76). oo 

_ Pagan Creek, Virginia, letter from Secretary of War, trans- , 
{ mitting reports of engineers upon the improvement of, &c .. 14) 60; — ! 

Painting, message from the President, informing Congress that | | 
[o. _ he had delivered to Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson a copy of the |’ : : 

joint resolution accepting .-.. 2.20. .--- 2+ oo. eee eee eee ene 14 | 47 | 
: Pardons, letter from. the Attorney-General, in response to a |. fo 

: resolution of the House, transmitting a list of, by the Presi- 
dent between March 4, 1877, and May 20, 1878 .............- — 17 | 100 | 

: Park, Yellowstone National, letter from the Secretary of theIn- |. 
| terior in regard to the better protection of the.....-.......- 17 | 75 | 

to Patents, annual report of the Commissioner of.......-....---.| . 13 | 61] 7 
Paymaster-General, annual report (vol. 1) ...-....-...---.-2-. 2 1 2 | 
Payments to informers, letter from the Secretary of the Treas- . 

ury, transmitting a detailed report of the sums allowed as |. | | 
compensation to officers.of customs. ...--. 2-226 eee ese wee eee | 10 | 26 | | 

Pensions, annual report of the Commissioner of (vol. 1) ..----. ~ 8; oil). 64 
Pennsylvania avenue, letter from the President, transmitting | . 

report of Commissioners upon the repavement of............ 10 | 11 : ! 
{ Postmaster-General, report of the.......2.. 0-22 -0 c ee eee cen nee 7 1 4 

: ' transmits a. tabular statement of the | | - ! 
ocean mail steamship service of foreign | = * | . 
COUNTTIES. . 2.2. ee eee eee eee ee eee 14 |. 38 

} offer for carrying mails, land and water a ! 
7 mails established, &ce.-........-----... 16; 51 : 
| - Powell, J. W., report on the geographical and geological sur- an 
, vey of the Rocky Mountain region |. | | a 

. 0:0) Ea 5 8 1) 5 | 
| on the arid regions of the United States... 13 | 73 |



INDEX... a _ Xi | 

President of the United States, transmits annual message and a | | 

| : . - geecompanying documents, | 

mo —  gecond = session, Forty-fifth | : | 

| oe | | Congress . ..---.------ eee eee 1 1, 1 | 

a : | transmits papers relating to : 

| | - the foreign relations of the; | oo 

| oe ee United States, preceded by a op | | 

: a a list of papers and followed [- | 

a : - by an index of persons and | | | 

| | subjects --.. 2.2. 2 eee ee eee 1 1 i | 

: oe transmits report of the joint | 
| : —--. gommissicn created to direct 7 i ‘ 

, ne and supervise the completion | _ . , | 

- - ofthe Washington Monu- | Fe 

. a ment ..-...-- eee cee eee ee ee 10. 1 8 | 

| . a - transmits report of the commis- | | 

CO oe sion appointed to examine | | | 

; | ! into the security of the pub- |— od 

. a , lic buildings inthe city of es ee 

| Washington against fire....., 10 | 10 : PY 

| : - .. transmits report of commis- | — a | . 

- / —--.. gieners upon the repavement 7 I | 

of Pennsylvania avenue ....- 10!) 11) 
— transmits a special report upon : | | | 

: the. subject of forestry, by | | , 4 

| | the Commissioner of Agri- , 

_ , —  *  eulture . 2... 2. ee eee eee eee 10 | 24 | 

_ — > transmitsthe recent correspon- | =. ||. | — 4 

oo | : ES dence between the Govern- | CO 4 

7 a  -... ments of Venezuela and the | od 
| es United States, in relation to | | 

the Venezuelan Mixed Claims | ee 

: | _ Commission, in answer toa edb a | oo | | 

: | resolution of the House...... 10 | 30 : 

| _ transmits a report of the Attor- - | | 

| oe - ney-General, in answer toa; Cf oo ' 

ae resolution of the House, upon . vba ne 

| the operation of the Union|... =. | | 

| a | . - Pacific Railroad and. its | =~ oe fa | | 

So ee branches.......-2. 62-225 5--- 10} 382 ] 

- >... transmits report of the com- | poy | | 

| -.- - mission appointed under the : | 

. | oe -... .. aeé of Congress approved . | 

- --- March 3,.1873, relative to the | Do , a | | 

— .. gauses of steam-boiler explo- - | | 

: : SIONS 2 cee wee eee vee eee vaeeee|) =. 147) 40 co 

. : informs Congress that he has | | co : | 

| _. delivered to Mrs. Elizabeth ee | | | 
| es ‘Thompson a copy-of the joint | . oo Co 

. — resolution accepting a paint- o | : , : 

a . . a -. ing tendered by her ......... 44) 47 5- | | 

Oe : -.gommunicates, by message, his oo ae 

| me, . -... reasons for withholding ap- | : | | | 
a | : proval of the bill (H. R. 1093) | | 

| re entitled “An act to author- | | | | 

ae | Loe ize the coinage of the stand: | a 
| -.. ard silver doilar and to re- | | ep 4 

_- store its legal-tender char- | — 
| a acter” 2... ..22.6 eee ee eee - 141) 59 | 

° GS >» eommunicates, by message, his | | | | 

« Oe ee reasons for withholding ap- | — | : 

| | _ - proval of the bill (H. R. 3072) 
| pe of the House authorizing a - : | 

8 | | : special term of the circuit | - | 
| . . court of the United States for _ | | 

7 | the southern district of Mis- . — 
, — — sissippi ....... 0-2-2. 2. eee 14 | 62 - |



| XII 7 INDEX. 

| | : Subject. Volume. | No. | Part. 

' President of the United States, transmits, in response to a res- | _ - 
| olution of the House, a re- | 

port from the Secretary of 
|. | State in reference to the . 

| seizure of the steamer Vir- : 
| ginius ..........-..2-..20-.. 14 | 72 

. | | transmits the documents and | 
proceedings of the Halifax | 

| Commission, 1877 (Fishery 
Commission), under the 

| : treaty of Washington of May, | 
. 1871, in three volumes....-../ 18,19,20 | 89 . 

transmits, by message, a com- 
munication from the Secre- 

. tary of State, in response to a 
: | resolution of the House, in | 

| relation to the . convention 
| for establishing an interna- | , 

: | tionai bureau of weights and |. : 
| oe MEASUIES.. .- 2 vee eee eee eee 17 | 96 | 

- transmits letter from the Attor- oe | 
| | ney-General,.in reference to he - 
| , the appointment of cadets |. of 

| _.to the Naval and Military . 
{. | Academies by ..--........-.- 14; 70 

. . transmits letter from the Sec- 
| | retary of State, transmitting 7 | 

. correspondence, &c., in con- A 

i; . nection. with the commission . 
: appointed by the, to visit | | 4 

, | Louisiana, in April, 1877. ....| | 17 | 97 | 
| transmits report of the board | | 

| | for testing iron, steel, and - | 
7 other metals .... 00.2 0.002220.) | 17 ; 98 Lo 

| Public buildings, report of the commission appointed to exam- , , 
ine into the security of the public buildings in the city of | 

: _ Washington against fire... 22.) ee eek ee eee cee eee eee 10; 10 | | 

_ Quartermaster-General, report of (vol. 1)..-....----. .-----.--. 2 1 2 
Quarters, commutation of, letter from the Secretary of War, | 

| recommending an amendment of the statutes in relation to-. 10 | 17 | ! 

Railroads, land-grant, letter from the Secretary of War, rela- | 
: . tive to a decision of the Supreme Court upon the | | 
|. . : matter of payment to. ....2. 2-2-2. ee ee cee eee ee 10 | 20 : 

: | lands granted the State of Michigan for, letter from - —— 
the Secretary of Interior, transmitting informa- | | , | 
tion CONCETNING .... eae ee eee ee ee ee ee eee one 17 | 775 | | 

Union Pacific and its branches, message from the | a 2 
| President, in answer toa resolution of the House, 
, transmitting a report of the Attorney-General | — 

upon the operation of. .... 0.5.2. ee eee cee eee woes 10 | 32 | 
, _- Jocation of Southern and Texas Pacific, letter from : 

| the Secretary of War concerning the, through : 
Fort Yuma reservation and across the Colorado | _ 
River 2... eee ee cee eee cee ene ween ce eee tee vee es 10 | 33 | 

Reéappropriations for 1875 and prior years, letter from the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting estimates of --..-...-..) | 14) 46| . 

: Receipts, decrease of, from internal revenue, letter from Com- ! 
| missioner of Internal Revenue, showing..........-...-.---- 14; 50) | : 
t Receipts and expenditures, an account of, for the year ending | | 

June 30, 1873 2... cook eee ce eee cement e eens sec ewe ee: was - 14) 35 . a



: INDEX. - XIII . | 

‘ Se o Subject... Ba EN ee a ger es Volume. No. . Part. - 

Receipts and expenditures, an account of, for the year ending | | | 7 

~ June 30, 1874. 2.20.22 ee een eee eee eee ne eee ences 1!) wm] | 

- Repairs on the Speiden building, letter from the Secretary of | | . | 

- War, recommending an appropriation for. ..-....-----------] 10 | 15 | | 

Repavement of Pennsylvania avenue, report of the commis- | | | | 

: sioners upon the ..-- 2... 2.2 eee cee ee ee eee ee ee ee eee! 10; Il : | 

Reservoirs, to promote the navigation of the Mississippi River, | | . 

letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting information : a 

concerning the effect of 22... 0... 2.2 ee cece cece cee wee eee | 14 | 49 |- | | 

Revenue, prevention of frauds in customs, letter from the Sec-. |. ~ | . 

, retary of the Treasury, transmitting draught of a | So 
oe bill to prevent...... 2... cece ee eee eee eee ee ences) IT | 86 | | 

: investigation of the customs service, letter from the | | 
Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting papers | | | | 

\ pélative toc... 6022 eee eee ee cece ee cece ee te renee 10 25} | 
7 Roberts, Marshall O., report of the Quartermaster-General, rela- | 1 

tive to the names, ages, &c., of the steamships purchased of, | | 
and owned in part or whole by...... 2... .- 2-2. - see eee eee eee. 17 | 92 | | , 

Saginaw River, proposed bridge over, letter from the Secre- | — | 
tary of War, transmitting report relative to.............--. 14 | 57 1,2 

Saint Croix River, letter from the Secretary of War, trans- ol, | , 
~-mitting report UPON. 2.2... eee eee ee eee cee cee eee] | 14 | 53 « | 
Sale of United States bonds for outstanding legal-tender notes, . : 

_ letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in response to reso- | i 
lution of the House concerning -.......-..-----.----------- 14, 63) — | | 

Seamen, certificates of citizenship to, during year ending De- - | | 

cember, 31, 1877, letter from the Secretary of State, trans- | : 
mitting number of .... 0.2. 122. eee eee ee eee eee eee eee 14 | 68 oO 

_ Security of public buildings against fire in the city of Wash- | | | 
ington, report of commission ......-....---- -.---ee--)----| «10 | 10 | 

Signal Officer, annual report of Chief (vol. 4) ..-.--.. .---.----| 6 1 2 
Silver bill, veto of, message from the President, assigning rea- fe oo | 

sons for withholding his signature to (H. R. 1093) -..... -... . 14] 59} _ 
Sitting Bull, report of the commission appointed to visit 

| (VOL. 1) . ee oe cee cee ee cone cee ene cee ee cee ce ee te ee ee eel] 8 1 | 5 | 
- Soldiers’ Home, report of the board of commissioners (vol. 1)..} 2 1; 2 | 

South Pass of the Mississippi River, improvement of, report | — , | | 
oe of engineer (vol. 1).... 02.20.22 eee eee cece ee ewww eee] RT 2 

_ letter from the Secretary of War on above.....-....---.--/ 14, 59 j 
- Southwest Pass of the Mississippi River, letter from the Secre- | : OY 

' tary of War on the improvement of........---...---..----. 14) «64 | . 
| Southern Pacific Railroad, location of, letter from the Secretary : | 

Of War 2... coe ee cee cee ewe teen cee eee ween ce eeen | 10°). 33. | 
Speiden building, repairs of ......... 0. 0.22. eee cee cee ee eee 10} 157 a 
State, War, and Navy Department building, report of engineers 2 

6) 0 G1 6) a 2, 1 : | 
State Department, expenditure of the, letter from the Seere- | ] 

tary, transmitting statement of...........2.-----2-------2--)  -:10 9. a 
_ State, Secretary of, transmits statement of expenditures in his } | aa : 

| . | _ department .... 0.2. 0222. cee cee ee ee eee 10 9 oe | 
- transmits abstract of returns made by the | . | | 

| collector of eustoms of the number of yo rr 
“ | seamen having received certiticates of : Bes 

- | . citizenship during 1877 .-.......---.--.. | © 14) 68) | oe 
oe , transmits letter from the Italian minister, | | a 

concerning marks of respect shown the - | 
| oe memory of Victor Emanuel I, late King SO oo re 
po | of Italy 20. cece cece ee cele ce ce eee eee 14) 69) | 

: - transmits correspondence, &c., in connec- po a j 
pa : tion with the commission appointed by oe | 

| the President to visit Louisiana in April, © : | | : 
- 1877 occ cece cece ee ee cece ee ccwesecceace | 0 17 | 97 | | 

Steam- boiler explosions, report of commissiow............-.2--] ~ 14) 405 - | |



| XIV INDEX. 

Subject. — Volume. | No. | Part. . 

| Steamer Virginius, message from the President, transniitting a pe a 
report from the Secretary of State in reference to seizure of | Ce 
THE 22 cece cece cece cee cee cece cen teens tae eeececeee- 14) 724 | 

Suits against the Kansas Pacific Railroad, letter from the Attor- . 
_ ney-General of the United States, in relation to............. 17 | 76 

. Surgeon-General, annual report of the, for the year ending | qo. 
June 30, 1877 (vol. 1)... ee eee ene cece cee ene ewe eee 2; Ti 9. 

_ Surgeon at West Point, New York, letter from the Secretary | | | 
of War, transmitting report of. ...... 22.22. 22 eee eee eee eee 10}. 28, | 

Surveys, geological and geographical, letter from the Secre- | 
io tary of the Interior, transmitting report of Professor Hayden | — 81 | : 

| UPOD 2.2. cee cece ce ne ce eee ce eens cee ewe tec nns seeenae 17 , 

Surveys of lake-beds in Indiana and Illinois, letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior in reference to ...... 2.222. ---ee00e| 17) 8&3 

| - Surveys by the War Department for the last ten years, letter | _ 
i from the Secretary of War relating to.--.-....-....-..-. -- 17 | 88) 

Territories, preliminary report of the field-work of the U nited a - 
| States Geological and Geographical Survey of the (vol 1) ... 8] 1 5 | 

| Texas, letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting report | , | : 
! . of Colonel Hatch on the subject of El Paso troubles | | Se 
| TD fee eee ee cee eee ee ce en wenn nee cece wees 17! #84 

, | letter from the Secretary of War, transmittin g reports . 
1 of the commission appointed to investigate the El 

Paso troubles in. ... 2... ce eee cece we wee e ee wees 17 | 93 
: Texas Pacific and Southern Pacific Railroad, letter from the ; 

| _. Secretary of War, concerning the location of, through Fort ho 
Yuma reservation and across the Colorado River ...-....... 10) 33 

L Texas, site for a military post in, letter from the Secretary of ° 
War, relative to the donation of lands for ..........-.....-. 10, 14° 

| Thompson, Mrs. Elizabeth, letter from the President, in- yo 
forming Congress that he had delivered a copy of a joint | : 
resolution of Congress aceepting a painting tendered by her | oy L | 

1. TO o. en en nee meee cee ee eee eee ewe cee ces cnc eee ee cows 4 17 oe 

| Treasurer of the United States, annual report of, for year end- a | | 
ing June 30, 1877 2222. ee ee ce eee ee enc cee ee ce eee cece ee 11 2) | 

| Treasury, Secretary of, annual report of, on the state of the 7 
| — FIMANCES. ee ee ee cee cece cece ne nec ccccweeeee 11 2 : 

Papers accompanying the above: , . ee 

Report of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue...--..... 11 2). : 
: Report of the Comptroller of the Currency ............---.: 11 2). 

| Report of the Director of the Mint.........2..2.2....-4---- li; 2. | 
. Report of the First Comptroller.............2-. 2-222. aoe. 11 2» oe 

| . Report of the First Auditor.............. 20-22. .2--0e eee iIlj. 2 . : 
Report of the Treasurer of the United States....-.......--/) 11 2 | 
Report of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey ......... ‘11 2 | 

_ Report of the Commissioner of Customs .........---...--. li; 2 ! 
3 Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs ....-...22.. | 11 2 | 

‘Report of the Register of the Treasury............-...-.-.|. 11 2 | . 
: Treasury, Secretary of, transmits estimates of apppropriations | Poof 

: _ for fiscal year ending June 30, 1879...) Bj} 6 : : 
| transmits a statement in reference to | | | 

_ the interest. of the government in ; | | | the Dismal Swamp Canal............/ 10) 19 : 
| transmits papers relative to the investi- | : 

to gation of the customs service ......../ 10, 2). ! 
, — transmits report of the sums allowed as. | ‘ 
{ | -. compensation to officers of customs . : 
| _ ,and informers for fiscal year ending | | 

os ~ June 30, 1877.... 002 eee eee eee 10 | 26 | : | transmits estimates of. appropriations | | 
| | ae | for payment of claims due prior to. : 

| © July 1, 1875.02... 2. eee ee eee eee 10 | 27 , | 
—_ a transmits list of claims allowed under | : | 

. | _ the act of July 4, 1864............... 10 | 31 

: : |



| _ INDEX, XV 7 | 

= oe Subject. = = |... .... | Volume. | No. Part. j 

. . ~ : ~~ are
 

ee . —— Te ee ee 4 

Treasury, Secretary of, transmits answer to resolution of the | Ce , 

‘House, with statement of the sums; 

| paid for interest, in coin and currency, | . | 

upon bonds held: by national banks... 14 | 34 , | 

- - transmits an account of the receipts de 

and expenditures for the year ending | ef 

oe | - June 30, 1873 ....-.---. ee eee eee 15 | 385 

| transmits a copy of a letter from the | | | i 

| Commissioner of Customs, relative to a 

oo - the compensation of inspectors of | _ | | 

| a CUStOMS 2.4 cece ne were eee cee e ees (14| 36 | 

transmits an account of the receipts | = = 

| | | and expenditures for the year ending . 

June 30, 1874... 22. -- nee cee eee eee eee] 14 39 a | 

| transmits estimates of deficiencies in | | | 

a -. appropriations for the year 1878 and | ee | | 

a prior yeaTS.... ..---- +222 eee eee ee 414) 45 | | 

. . transmits estimates of amounts to be a | 

| . reappropriated for the year 1875, and | _ ; 

7 for prior years ...--..----------2 2-2 14) 46) I 

transmits a communication from the I | 

| Commissioner of Internal Revenue, | — : | | 

| showing a decrease of receipts for | 

. | the current fiscal year..---..--------| | 14) 50, | | | 

| _ transmits report of the Life-Saving | : 7 - | 

; _ Service, relative to the loss of the; - | | 

Bo Steamer Metropolis.-..-.-..---------| «U4. | 58 mo a 

transmits answer to a resolution of | - | pe | 

i oo the House in reference to the sale of . a 

oe - ‘United States bonds for outstanding | 

Jegal-tender notes.----..----+----++- 14; 63) 

. transmits a statement of emoluments | , - | 

and fees of customs officers ...--...-- 14} 65 es 

. . | communicates, in response to the reso- | Joo: | 

. | lution of the House relative to the | | - ve 

adoption of the metrical system, and | 

transmits certain reports in reference | - 

. thereto .-.-.- 22-2... eee ee eee eee 45°71. | 

a oo communicates, in response to a resolu- ee A ’ a 

7 . | tion of the House, relative to duties | _ | - : 

: on foreign imports ...--..-.--.------ 17 | 78 4 

oe | transmits draught of a bill to prevent | | | 

| _ . frauds in customs revenues..-....--. 17 | BB 

- transmits annual report of the Chief of 

| | | oO Bureau of Statistics. ...---..----.--- 14, 90). | | 

- Union Pacific Railroad, message from the President, transmit- | | | 7 : 

a oo, ting, in answer to aresolution of the | Oo | 

| oe House, a report of the Attorney-Gen-. : OS | 

| 7 eral upon‘the operation of the...--.. 10 | 32 | 

os at report of the government directors of | co | | 
the, for the year ending June 30, 

oo 1877, (vol. 1)... 222. eee eee eee eee eee] 8 5 : : 

United States troops, communication from the Secretary of | | | 

, _ War, showing the distribution of .......-....---.----+++e-- 14) 55) : 

. Venezuelan Mixed Claims Commission, message fromthe Pres- |; © | | 

ident, in answer to a resolution of the House, transmitting | 

the recent correspondence between the Governments of Ven- . ot 

~ ezuela and the United States in relation to the..-....-.....- 10 | 30 

Veto of the silver bill, message of the President, with his rea- | | , 

| sons for withholding his approval of the silver bill (H.R. | | | 

oe 1093) 222 eee cee cee eee cone cee wee cee cece cee cae e neces 14 £9 | .



XVI INDEX. 

| - Subject. | Volume. | No. | Part. 

Veto of the bill for special term of United States court in Mis- | an ne 
sissippi. Message from the President, assigning his reasons 

| for withholding his approval of said bill (H. R. 3072) -......| 14; 6) | 
[ Virginius, steamer, message from the President,t ransmitting, | 

in compliance witb a resolution of the House, a report from | 
the Secretary of State in reference to the seizure of......... 14 | 72 . 

War Department, surveys by the, letter from the Secretary of . 
War, in response to a resolution of the!  - - 

. House, relating to surveys conducted by, | 
for the last ten years .........2....----%. 17; 88. 

to list of clerks in the, letter. from the Secre-— . | 
| tary of War, transmitting................) 10; 16; | 

War Department building, report of the engineers in charge of. 2 1 2 
War, Secretary of, annual report of (vol. 1)......-.. 2.222... ee 20 

2 | _ Papers accompanying the above: | | 
Report of the General of the Army.............--.. 0.0... 2 1 | 2 

i Report of the Judgé-Advocate-General..............-000..| 2/ 1). 2 | 
: Report of the Quartermaster-General ..........2.. 22. 0.-- 2 1 | 2 | 

Report of the Commissary-General of Subsistence. .... 2... 2 1 QQ 
| Report of the Surgeon-General...... 2.2.2.2... 0.002022 0-- 2 1 | 2 

. Report of the Paymaster-General. ....5.,...0. 0.00.0 .50e ee 2 1 2 | 
Report of the Board of Visitors to the United States Mili- 

| | tary Academy...---. 2.2 20.02 cece cee ee cen cee 2 1) 2 
ee Report of the Board of Commissioners of the Soldiers’ — 

2 - Home ... 20. ee cece cae cee cece cee eee ene wees 2 1 2 
Report on the State, War, and Navy Department buildings. | 6 2}; 2 

t Reports upon the improvement of the South Pass of the | | 
L Mississippi River... 22. 2222 2. ee ee eee ee cee cones 2 1 2. 

Report concerning Leavenworth military prison.......... 2 1 2 
| Report of the freedmen’s- branch of the Adjutant-General’s | | 

, Office .. 22. cee ee ee eee cee eee ee ce eeee | 2 1 Oo 
- Report of the Chief of Engineers (volume 2, parts 1 | | 

: ANG 2) 2-2. ene ene cee chee eee e cee ee cee e eee | 3,4] 1 2. 
Report of the Chief of Ordnance (volume 3).-...-.-.--....) 5 1) 2 

| Report of the Chief Signal Officer (volume 4)............ GY 1 2 | 
War, Secretary of, transmits reports of chiefs of bureaus upon . 

| : | the adoption of the metrical system, in re- 
. sponse to a resolution of the House. ...:.. 10; 8 | 

| transmits report of the Adjutant-General in | | 
. . the case of George A. Armes.......--.-.---) 10 | «12. : 

to. communicates relative to the donation of | | | 
land as a site for. a military post in 

| Texas ...- 22) ee ee eee ee eee eee wee 10; 14 
: communicates, recommending an appropri- 
: ation to repair the Speiden building.-.-.. 10 | 15] - oe 

| transmits list of clerks in the War Depart- | PO | 
| MENG 22-2 1. - eee eee ee ee eee eee eee | 10; 16 | | 

| communicates, recommending an amend- 
| ment of the statutes in relation to commu- oe | . 

| | tation of quarters, fuel, and forage....... 10; 17] : 
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suede MESSAGE © | 

. Fellow-Citizens of the Senate and House of Representatives : | See ee 
| With devout gratitude to the bountiful Giver of all good, Icongrat- = | 

ulate you that, at the beginning of your first regular. session, you find a ; 

our country blessed with health and peace andabundant harvests,and. sO 

with encouraging prospects of an early returu of general prosperity. | ; 

“Bo complete and make permanent the pacification ofthe country ¢on- - ff 

tinues to, be, and, until it is fully accomplished, must remain, the most | ' 

important of all our national interests. The earnest purpose of good | : 

citizens generally to unite their efforts in this endeavor is evident. ee | 

It found decided expression in the resolutions announced in 1876, by CE 
the national conventions of the leading political parties of the country. = = 
There was a wide-spread apprehension that the momentous results in : | 

‘our progress as a nation, marked by the recent amendments to the Con- ot 

stitution, were in imminent jeopardy; that the good understanding = jf 
_. which prompted their adoption, in the interest of a loyal devotion to ee | 

_ the general welfare, might prove a barren truce, and that the two sec- | 
- tions of the country, once engaged in civil strife, might be again almost = § 

as widely severed and disunited as they-were when arrayed inarms | 

against each other. | | co UE 

~The course to be pursued, which in my judgment seemed wisest,in =  —s ff 
- the presence of this emergency, was plainly indicated in my inaugural . i 

address. It pointed to the time, which all our people desire to see, | 
- when a genuine love of our whole country, and of all that concernsits == sf 
true welfare, shall supplant the destructive forces of the mutual ani-_ OE 

mosity of races and of sectional hostility. Opinions have differed widely _ an | 

- as to the measures best calculated to secure this greatend. This was ~ | 
- tobe expected. The measures adopted by the administration have been = ae ; 

subjected. to severe and varied criticism. Any course whatever which = ss ff 
might have been entered upon would certainly have encountered distrust | 

| and opposition. These measures were, in my judgment, such as were — | 
most in harmony with the Constitution and with the genius of our peo- ae 

| ple, and best adapted, under all the circumstances, to attain theend in = ws 
view. Beneficent results, already apparent, prove that these endeavors . 
are not to be regarded as a mere experiment, and should sustain and =~ | 

~ encourage us in our efforts. Already, in the brief period which has | E 
- elapsed, the immediate effectiveness, no less than the justice of the | | 

- gourse pursued, is demonstrated, and I have an abiding faith that time — - , 

_ will furnish its ample vindication in the minds of the great majority of — : :
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: | my fellow-citizens. The discontinuance of the use of the Army for the | 
purpose of upholding local governments in two States of the Union was 

| | no less a constitutional duty and requirement, under the circumstances : 

| | _ existing at the time, than it was a much-needed measure for the restora-_ : 

‘tion of local self-government and the promotion of national harmony. | 

2 _ _ The withdrawal of the troops from such employment was effected deliber- _ 
| ately, and with solicitous care for the peace and good order of society, | 

: _ and the protection of the property and persons and every right of all 
glasses of citizens. — - , | | - / 

| | The results that have followed are indeed significant and encourag- 
ing. All apprehension of danger from remitting those States to local 
self-government is dispelled ; and a most salutary change in the minds 

| of the people has begun, and is in progress-in every part of that section 
of the country once the theater of unhappy civil strife, substituting for 

fo suspicion, distrust, and aversion concord, friendship, and patriotic at- 
| | tachment to the Union. No unprejudiced mind will deny that the ter- 
f rible and often fatal collisions which for several years have been of 

_ _* frequent occurrence, and have agitated and alarmed the public mind, | 
po have almost entirely ceased, and that a spirit of mutual forbearanceand 
/ hearty national interest has succeeded. There has been a general re- ! 
7 establishment of order and of the orderly administration of justice. In- | 

| stances of remaining lawlessness haye become of rare occurrence; political 
| | turmoil and turbulence have disappeared; useful industries have been - 
| _ resumed; public credit in the Southern States has been greatly strength. 

: ened; and the encouraging benefits of a revival of commerce between 
| _ the sections of the country, lately embroiled in civil war, are fully en- 
i. joyed. Such are some of the results already attained, upon which the 
| country is to be congratulated. They are of such importance, that we 

may with confidence patiently await the desired consummation that will 
| _ surely come with the natural progress of events. Sn 

| It may not be improper here to say that it should be our fixed and 
| _ unalterable determination to protect, by all available and proper means, : 

under the Constitution and the laws, the lately-emancipated race in the __ 
- enjoyment of their rights and privileges; and Lurgeuponthoseto whom | 
| - heretofore the colored people have sustained the relation of bondmen | 

: the wisdom and justice of humane and liberal local legislation with 

" | respect to their education and general welfare.» A firm adherence to the : 
po laws, both national and State, as to the civil and political rights of the 

| —" eolored people, now advanced to full and equal citizenship; the imme- | 
i diate repression‘and sure punishment by the national and local author- 

ities, within their respective jurisdictions, of every instance of lawless- _ | 
| : ness and violence toward them, is required for the security alike of both | | 
- races, and is justly demanded by the public opinion of thé country and 

- the age. In this way the restoration of harmony and good-will, and the | 
| complete protection of every citizen in the full enjoyment of every con- : 

.  Stitutional right, will surely be attained. Whatever authority rests 
| with me to this end, I shall not hesitate to put forth. | | 
{ | - ,
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_. Whatever belongs to the power of Congress and the jurisdiction of = : 

the courts of the Union, they may confidently be relied upon to provide’ ' 

and perform. And to the legislatures, the courts, and the executive - | 

authorities of the several States I earnestly appeal to secure, by ade- — . | / ) | 

quate, appropriate, and seasonable means, within their borders, these 4 

- common and uniform rights of a united people, which loves liberty, ab- ~ | 

hors oppression, and reveres justice. These objects are very dear to my : 

heart. I shall continue most earnestly to strive for their attainment. = = = = ff 

- The cordial co-operation of all classes—of all sections of the country and | q 

of both races—is required for this purpose; and with these blessings | 

assured, and not otherwise, we may safely hope to hand down our free ~ 

institutions of government unimpaired to the generations that will | 

succeed us. oe BO a Talay yg Oe ae | 

-* Among the other subjects of great and general importance to the- | 

people of this country, I cannot be mistaken, I think, in regarding as - | 

pre-eminent the policy and measures which are designed to secure’ the | | c 

restoration of the currency to that normal and healthful condition in |  -§ 

which, by the resumption of specie payments, our internal trade and | 

foreign commerce may be brought into harmony with the system of | i 

exchanges which is based upon the precious metals as the intrinsic | 

money of the world. In the public judgment that thisend should be 

sought and compassed as speedily and securely as the resources of the | 

people and the wisdom of their government can accomplish, there is a | 

much greater degree of unanimity than is found to concur in the specific as 

measures which will bring the country to this desired end or the rapid- _ a 

ity of the steps by which it can be safely reached. _ oe | | : 

Upon a most anxious and deliberate examination which I have felt it | 

my duty to give to the subject, I am but the more confirmed in the opinion | | 

which I expressed in accepting the nomination for the Presidency, and 

again upon my inauguration, that the policy of resumption should be =f 
pursued by every suitable means, and that no legislation would be wise : 

that should disparage the importance or retard the attainment of that | 

result. I have no disposition, and certainly no right, to question the | 

-. sincerity or the intelligence of opposing opinions, and would neither con- : 

ceal nor undervalue the considerable difficulties, and even occasional dis- | 

tresses, which may attend the progress of the nation toward this primary | 
condition to its general and permanent prosperity. I must, however, | 

adhere to my most earnest conviction that any wavering in purpose ort , 

7 unsteadiness in methods, so far from avoiding or reducing the incon- | 

--venience inseparable from the transition from an irredeemable toa re- : 
pos deemable paper currency, would only tend to increased and prolonged - : 

disturbance in values, and, unless retrieved, must end in serious disorder, | 4 

dishonor, and disaster in the financial affairs of the government and of Bk 

- thepeople = | | - | 

. The mischiefs which I apprehend, and urgently deprecate, are confined | 

to no class of the people indeed, but seem to me most certainly to threaten | |
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| _ the industrious masses, whether their occupations are of skilled or com- 
} mon labor. To them, it seems to me, itis of prime importance that their —_ 

_ labor,should be compensated in money which is itself fixed in exchange- _ 
oo. able value by being irrevocably measured by the labor necessary to its 

a production. This permanent quality of the money of the people is 
sought for and can only be gained by the resumption of specie pay- 

oo ments. The rich, the speculative, the operating, the money-dealing _ 
Z classes, may not always feel the mischiefs of, or may find casual profits in, 
po a variable currency, but the misfortunes of such a currency to those 

| who are paid salaries or wages are inevitable and remediless. ne 

| Closely connected with this general subject of the resumption of specie 
|. -- payments is one of subordinate, but still of grave importance; I mean. _ 

- _ the readjustment of our coinage system by the renewal of the silver oe 

dollar as an element in our specie currency, endowed by legislation 
i. with the quality of legal tender to a greater or less extent. * e _ 

, As there is no doubt of the power of Congress under the Constitution 
i “to-coin money and regulate the value thereof,” and as this power covers 
/ _ the whole range of authority applicable to the metal, the rated value, _ 
' : and the legal-tender quality which shall be adopted for the coinage, the __ 
7 considerations which should induce or discourage a particular measure __ 
fo _ connected with the coinage belong clearly to the province of legislative __ 
L _- Giseretion and of public expediency. Without intruding upon this _ 
| a province of legislation. in the least, I have yet thought the subject of | | 
fo such critical importance, in the actual condition of our affairs, as to pre- 
| - sent an occasion for the exercise of the duty imposed by the Constitu. 

| | tion on the President of recommending to the consideration of Congress __ 
| ‘such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient.” —_ 
po Holding the opinion, as I do, that neither the interests of the govern- 
| ment nor of the people of the United States would be promoted by dis- 

an -. paraging silver as one of the two precious metals which furnish the _ 

coinage of the world, and that legislation which looks to maintaining — 
: the volume of intrinsic money to as fulla measure of both metals as their 
fo | relative commercial values will permit would be neither upjust nor inex- | 
lo _ pedient, I must ask your indulgence to a brief and definite statement 

of certain essential features in any such -legislative measure which I 

po feel it my duty to recommend. | a Oe a 

| | _ . Ido not propose to enter the debate, represented on both sides by such | 
- able disputants in Congress and before the people and in the press, as" | 

to the extent to which the legislation of any one nation can control this 
i | _ question, even within its own borders, against the unwritten laws of 
i a trade or the positive laws of other governments. The wisdom of Con- - ; 

gress in shaping any particular law that. may be presented for my ap- 
| oo _proval ‘may wholly supersede the necessity of my entering into these | 

zz considerations, and I willingly avoid either vague or intricate inquiries. 

| | It is only certain plain and practical traits of such legislation that I , 

| | desiré to recommend to your attention. , | |
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In any legislation providing.for a silver coinage, regulating its value, 

and imparting to it the quality.of legal tender, it seems to me of great | 

- importance that Congress should not lose sight of its action as operating = 

| ina twofold capacity and in two distinct directions. If the United States — - 

- Government were free from a public debt, its legislative dealing with =~ 

the question of silver coinage would be purely sovereign and govern- = | 

-. mental, under no restraints but those of constitutional power and the ey 

public good as affected by the proposed legislation. Butin the actual = = 

circumstances of.the nation, with a vast public debt distributed very | 

_ wvidely among our own citizens, and held in great amounts:also abroad, | 

- the nature of the silver-coinage measure, as affecting this relation of the a 

government to the holders of the public debt, becomes an element,in = | 

any proposed legislation, of the highest concern. Theobligation ofthe = = | 

public faith transcends all. questions of profit or public advantage other- si 

wise. . Its unquestionable maintenance is the dictate as wellof the high- 

est. expediency as of the most necessary duty, and will ever be carefully § | 

guarded by Congress and people alike. pe ee ee 

‘The publie debt of the United States to the amount of $729,000,000 | | 

bears interest at the rate of 6 per cent., and $708,000,000 at the rateof 

5 per cent., and the only way in which the country can be relieved from | 

the payment of these high rates of interest is by advantageously refund- 

ing the indebtedness. Whether the debt is ultimately paid in gold ory j 

im silver coin is of but little moment compared with the possible reduc- oes 

tion of interest one-third by refunding it at such reduced rate. If the pes 

‘United States had the unquestioned right to pay its bondsinsilvercoin, 
the little benefit from that process would be greatly overbalanced by . | 

. the injurious effect of such payment if made or proposed against the | 

honest convictions of the public creditors. cae mee 

All the bonds that have been issued since February 12, 1873, when | _ 

gold became the only unlimited legal-tender metallic currency of the S| 

country, are justly payable in gold coin or in coin of equal value. | 4 

--:During the.time of these issues, the only dollar that could be or was | 

received by the government in exchange for bonds was the gold dollar. | 

To require the public creditors to take in repayment any dollar of less | 

commercial value would be regarded by them as a repudiation of the ae 

full obligation assumed. The bonds issued prior to 1873 were issued at | 

_a time when the gold dollar was the only coin in circulation or contem- 

plated by either the government or the holders of the bonds asthe coin 

| in which they were to be paid. It is far better to pay these bonds in- eo 

that coin than to seem to take advantage of the unforeseen fallin silver si 

bullion to pay in a new issue of silver coin thus made so much less © ro 

--yaluable. The power of the United States to coin money and toregu- 1 

late the value thereof ought never to be exercised for the purpose of — | | 

enabling the government to pay its obligations in a coin of less value— : 

. than that contémplated by the parties when the ‘bonds were issued.. = 

Any attempt to pay: the national indebtedness‘in a coinage oflesscom- sf
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: mercial value than the money of the world would involve a violation of | 
the public faith and work irreparable injury to the public credit. oe | 
It was the great merit of the act of March, 1869, in strengthening : 

, oo the public credit, that it removed all doubt. as to the purpose of the 
| United States to pay their bonded debt in coin. Thatact was accepted  __ 

as a pledge of public faith. The government has derived great benefit : 
| from it in the progress thus far made in refunding the public debt at = 

fo low rates of interest. , An adherence to the wise and just policy of an : 
, - exact observance of the public faith will enable the government rapidly » | 

; to reduce the burden of interest on the national debt to an amount . 2 
: exceeding $20,000,000 per annum, and effect an aggregate saving tothe 
: United States of more than $300,000,000 before the bonds can be fully i 

paid, - | 
im _ In adapting the new silver coinage to the ordinary uses of currency : 

, in the every-day transactions of life and prescribing the quality of legal | 
| tender to be assigned to it, a consideration of the first importance 

| should be so to adjust the ratio between the silver and the gold coin- | 
i age, which now constitutes our specie currency, as to accomplish the | 
i desired end of maintaining the circulation of the two metallic currencies, : 

and keeping up the volume of the two precious metals as our intrinsic | 
money. It isa mixed question for scientific reasoning and_ historical | 

a _ experience to determine how far, and by what methods, a practical — : 
equilibrium can be maintained which will keep both metals in circula- 

, tion in their appropriate spheres of common use. _ | ae 
i _  .An absolute equality of commercial value, free from disturbing fluc- — | 
i _tuations, is hardly attainable, and without it, an unlimited legal tender 

for private transactions assigned to both metals would irresistibly | 
tend to drive out of circulation the dearer coinage, and disappoint the 

| principal object proposed by the legislation in view. Iapprehend, there- 
_ fore, that the two conditions of a near approach to equality of commer- — | 

cial value between the gold and silver coinage of the same denomina- 
tion and of a limitation of the amounts for which the silver coinage is 

oo to be a legal tender are essential to maintaining both in circulation. If — | 
these conditions can be successfully observed, the issue from the mint : 

| _ of silver dollars would afford material assistance to the community in | 
: _ the transition to redeemable paper money, and would facilitate the re- : 

sumption of specie payment-and its permanent establishment. With.  __ 
: out these conditions, I fear that only mischief and misfortune would flow , 

_. from a coinage of silver dollars with the quality of unlimited legal ten- , 
der, even in private transactions. | oe : 

\ Any expectation of temporary ease from an issue of silver coinage to. ) 
pass as a legal tender, at a rate materially above its commercial value, | 
is, I am persuaded, a delusion. Nor can I think that there is any sub- oo) 
stantial distinction between an original issue of silver dollars at a , 

| nominal value materially above their commercial value, and the restora- 
_ tion of the silver dollar at a rate which once was, but has ceased to be, 2
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‘its commercial value. Certainly, the issue of our gold coinage, reduced 
| in weight materially below its legal-tender value, would not be any the | 

Jess a present debasement of thecoinage by reason of itsequalingoreven = 
exceeding in weight a gold coinage which at some past time had been wos 
commercially equal to the legal-tender value assigned to the new issue. a 

| In recommending that the regulation of any silver coinage which a 

| may be authorized by Congress should observe these conditions of 
commercial value and limited legal tender, I am governed by the feeling | 
that every possible increase should be given to the volume of metallic 7 

-. money which can be kept in circulation, and thereby every possible = 
aid afforded to the people in the process of resuming specie payments. | 

It is because of my firm conviction that a disregard of these conditions ~ 
would frustrate the good results which are desired from the proposed © | 

- goinage, and embarrass with new elements of confusion and uncertainty 

_ . the business of the country, that I urge upon your attention these con- | 
siderations. Os eae ees CA 

_ respectfully recommend to Congress that in any legislation provid- 

ing for a silver coinage, and imparting to it the quality of legaltender, = =—s_—> 

there be impressed upon the measure a firm provision exempting the | 
public debt, heretofore issued and now outstanding, from payment, —- _ 

| either of principal or interest, in any coinage of less commercial value 
than the present gold coinage of the country. EO | 

The organization of the civil service of the country has foranumber 
of years attracted more and more of the public attention. So general | 
has become the opinion that the methods of admission to it, and the 

- conditions of remaining in it, are unsound, that both the great political Oe 

parties have agreed in. the most explicit declarations of the necessity of he 
reform, and in the most emphatic demands for it. I have fully believed eo 

: these declarations and demands to be the expression of a sincere con- 

- -vietion of the intelligent masses of the people upon the subject, and , 
that they should be recognized and followed by earnest and promptac- 

_. tion on the part of the legislative and executive departments of the De 
| government, in pursuance of the purpose indicated. — SSE thes 7 | 
a Before my accession to office I endeavored to have my own views dis- _ oe 

_tinctly understood, and upon my inauguration my accord with the public 
- opinion was stated in terms believed to be plain and unambiguous... My ee 

_- experience in the executive duties has strongly confirmed the belief in an 
the great advantage the country would find in observing strictly the = 
plan of the Constitution, which imposes upon the Executive the sole - 

duty and responsibility of the selection of those federal officers who, by | 
law, are appointed, not elected; and which, in like manner, assigns to’ ee 
the Senate the complete right to advise and consent to, or to reject, the 
nominations so made; whilst the House of Representatives stands as oo 

| the public censor of the performance of official duties, with the preroga- | - 
| tive of investigation and prosecution in all cases of dereliction. The | 

_ blemishes and imperfections in the civil service may, as I think, be 7
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) traced, in most cases, to a practical confusion of the duties assigned : 
_. to the several departments of the government.. My purpose, in this | 

| respect, has been to return to the system established by thefandamental 
, law, and to do this with the heartiest co-operation and most cordial. , 
: understanding with the Senate and House of Representatives. = 

The practical difficulties in the selection of numerous officers for posts : 
fo of widely-varying responsibilities and duties, are acknowledged to. be 
: very great. No system. can be expected to secure absolute freedom - | 
, from mistakes, and the beginning of ‘any attempted change of custom . | 
fo 1s quite likely to be more embarrassed in this respect: than any subse-_ | 
: quent period. It is here that the Constitution seems to me to prove its. 
| —_ claim to the great wisdom accorded to it; it gives to the Executive the. : 
| | assistance of the knowledge and experience of the Senate, which, when: : 
: _ acting upon nominations, as to which they may be disinterested and» 
po impartial judges, secures as strong a guarantee of freedom fromerrorsof 
\ importance as is perhaps possible in human affairs. _ eee | 
| _In addition to this, I recognize the public advantage of makin gall — : 

fo nominations, as nearly as possible, impersonal, inthe sense of being free 
from mere caprice or favor inthe selection; and in those offices in which 

| |. Special training is of greatly increased value, I believe such arule as to : 
_ the tenure of office should obtain, as may induce men of proper qualifi-. 

_ cations to apply themselves industriously to the task of becoming pro-. 
ficients. Bearing these things in mind, I have endeavored to reduce the 
number of changes in subordinate places, usually made upon the change » 
of the general administration; and shall most heartily co-operate with | | 

_ Congress in the better systematizing of such methods and rules of ad- 
mission to the public service, and of promotion within it, as may promise 
to be most successful in making thorough competency, efficiency, and | ; 

! -- character, the decisive tests in these matters. a 
_L ask the renewed attention of Congress to what has already been 

! done by the Civil-Service Commission, appointed, in pursuance of an act 
__. of Congress, by my predecessor, to prepare and revise civil-servicerules. 

| In regard to much of the departmental Service, especially at Washing- . - 
ton, it may be difficult to organize a better system than that which has oo 

: thus been provided, and it is now being used to a considerable extent , 
i _ under my direction. The commission has still a legal existence, although | - 

| | for several years no appropriation has been made for defraying its ex- - 
| | penses. Believing that this commission has rendered valuable service, | 

|  _ and will be a most useful agency in improving the administration of the . 
_. Givil service, I respectfully recommend that.a suitable appropriation, to | 

. be immediately available, be made, to enable it to continue its labors. | 
_ It is my purpose to transmit to Congress as early as practicable a. . ! 

_ report by the chairman of the commission, and to ask your attention.to - a 
_ such measures on this subject as, in my opinion, will further promote 

the improvement of the civil service. | re - | 

_During the past year the United States have continued to maintain - 
peaceful relations with foreign powers. ~ | | :
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The outbreak of war between Russia.and Turkey, though at one time 

attended by grave apprehension “as to its‘effect: upon other European = 

nations, has had no tendency to disturb the amicable relations existing | 

-_- between the United States and each of the two contending powers. An | 

attitude of just. and impartial neutrality has been preserved, andIam 

gratified to-state that, in the midst of their hostilities, both the Russian, | 

+ and the Turkish Governments have shown an earnest disposition toad- 

here to the obligations of all treaties with the United States,andtogive 

due regard to the rights of American citizens, eee 

By the terms of the treaty, defining the rights, immunities, and privi- | , 

--_ Teges of consuls, between Italy and the United States, ratified in 1868, | ey 

either government may, after the lapse of ten years, terminate the exist- oe 

ence of the treaty by giving twelve months’ notice of itsintention. The — . : 

Government of Italy, availing itself of this faculty, has now given the. 

Cs required notice, and the treaty will, accordingly, end on the 17thof A 

September, 1878. It is understood, however, that the Italian Govern-  — | 

- ment wishes to renew it, in its general scope, desiring only certainmodi- 

-. _ fieations in some of its articles. In this disposition I concur, and shall | 

hope that no serious obstacles may intervene to prevent or delay the , oo 

negotiation of a satisfactory treaty. ~ op a fA Tae al: 

---,-s Numerous\ questions in regard to passports, naturalization, and ex-, | 

| emption from military service have continued to arise in cases of emi- ~ ce 

Oo grants from Germany who have returned to their native country. The- | 

: ‘provisions of the treaty of February 22, 1868, however, have proved —. 

to be soample and so judicious that the legation of the United States — | 

- at Berlin has been able to adjust all claims arising under it, not only 

7 without detriment to the amicable relations existing between the two. — - 

| governments, but it is believed without injury or injustice to any duly- | 

. naturalized American citizen. It is desirable that the treaty.originally 

made with the North German Union in 1868 should now be extended oe 

-_- go. as to apply equally to all the states of the empire of Germany. | 

a The invitation of the Government of France to participate in the 

| exposition of the products of agriculture, industry, and the fine arts, to 
be held. at. Paris during the coming year, was submitted for your con- tlt 

sideration at the extra session. It isnot doubted that itsaceeptanceby = 

the United States, and. a well-selected exhibition of the products of 

American industry on that occasion, will tend to stimulate international — ae 

commerce and emigration, .as well as. to promote the traditional friend- ro. | 

+ ship between the two countries. - oe q oo 

-- A question arose some time since as to the proper. meaning of the. - 

| extradition articles of the treaty of 1842 between the United Statesand: _ : 

- Great Britain. Both governments, however, are now in accord in the. 
belief that the question is not one that should be allowed to frustrate 

7 the ends of justice, or to disturb the friendship between the two na-. | 

tions. No serious difficulty has arisen in accomplishing the extradition | 

of criminals when necessary. Itis probable that all points of disagree-. |
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ment will, in due time, be settled, and, if need be, more explicit decla- : ; rations be made in anew treaty, | | oe | , 

_ The Fishery Commission, under Articles X VIII to XXV of the Treaty : 
i of Washington, has concluded its session at Halifax. The result of the | | : deliberations of the commission, as made public by the commissioners, = | will be communicated to Congress. a - a oe | 
| _ A treaty for the protection of trade-marks has been negotiated with | | : : Great Britain, which has been submitted to the Senate for its consid- : . eration. | - oe | | : 
| _ The revolution which recently occurred in Mexico was followed by | : the accession of the successful party to power and the installation of — | 
i its chief, General Porfirio Diaz, in the Presidential office. It has been © : | the custom of the United States, when such changes of government | 

have heretofore occurred in Mexico, to recognize and enter into official ot 
1 relations with the de facto government as soon as it should appear to. : } have the approval of the Mexican people, and should manifest a dis- : 2 position to adhere to the obligations of treaties and international friend- _ : | Ship. In the present case such official recognition has been deferred by an fo the occurrences on the Rio Grande border, the records of which have | : 
2 been already communicated to each house of Congress, in answer to : 
fo their respective resolutions of inquiry. Assurances have been received : | ‘that the authorities at the seat of the Mexican Government have both — - 
| the disposition and the power to prevent and punish such unlawful in- i 
: vasions and depredatiqns. It is earnestly to be hoped that events may : 
i "prove these assurances to be well founded. The best interests of both 
i countries require the maintenance of peace upon the border, and the | : development of commerce between the two republics. Po Oe , _ At is gratifying to add that-this temporary interruption of official rela- 
: tions has not prevented due attention by the representatives of the | : i _ United States in Mexico to the protection of American citizens, so far 
| as’ practicable. Nor has it interfered with the prompt payment of the | 

amounts due from Mexico to the United States under the treaty of July | 
: _ 4, 1868, and the awards of. the joint commission. While I do not anticj- | , _ pate an interruption of friendly relations with Mexico, yet I cannot but a 

} look with some solicitude upon a continuance of border disorders as ex- _ : 
7 posing the two countries to initiations of popular feelin gand mischances . 
3 of action which are naturally unfavorable to complete amity. Firmly ’ 
po determined that nothing shall be wanting on my part to promotea 
| good understanding between the two nations, I yet must ask the atten- | 

tion of Congress to the actual occurrences‘on the border, that the lives 
2 and property of our citizens may be adequately protected and peace 7 
| "preserved. ls oe Co a a 
: Another year has passed without bringing to a close the protracted | 
| contest. between the Spanish Government and the insurrection inthe = 
. island of Cuba. While the United States have sedulously abstained | 
| from any intervention in this contest, it is impossible not to feel that it. |
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4s attended with incidents affecting the rights and interests of American 

citizens. Apart from the .effect.of the hostilities upon trade between 

the United States and Cuba, their progress is inevitably accompanied by 

| complaints, having more or less foundation, of searches, arrests,em- 

--__ bargoes, and oppressive taxes upon the property of American residents, 

and of unprovoked interference with American vessels and commerce. __ 

It is due to the Government of Spain to say that during the past year 

it has promptly disavowed and offered reparation for any unauthorized me 
gets of unduly zealous subordinates whenever such acts have been > 

| brought to its attention. Nevertheless, such occurrences cannot but 

tend to excite feelings of annoyance, suspicion, and resentment, which 

are greatly to be deprecated, between the respective subjects and citi- — 

gens of two friendly powers. ENE Tege ce 

Much delay (consequent upon accusations of fraud in some of the / 

- awards) has occurred in respect to the distribution of the limited 

| amounts received from Venezuela under the treaty of April 25,1866, — , 

applicable to the awards of the joint commission created by that treaty. 

So long as these matters are pending in Congress the Executive cannot 

assume either to pass upon the questions presented, or to distribute the 

- fund received. It is eminently desirable that definite legislative action 

should be taken, either affirming the awards to be final, or providing 

| ‘some method for re-examination of the claims. Our relations with the — 

republics of Central and South America, and with the empire of Brazil, - 

. ~ have continued without serious change, further than the temporary in- oe 

-._ terruption of diplomatic intercourse with Venezuela and with Nicaragua. 

Amicable relations have already been fully restored with Venezuela, and — | 

it is not doubted that all grounds of misunderstanding with Nicaragua eo 

will speedily be removed. ° From all these countries there are favorable oo 

a indications of a disposition on the part of their governments and people a 

| to reciprocate our efforts in the direction of increased commercial inter- 2 

ours. | 
~The Government of the Samoan Islands has sent an envoy, in the per- | 

gon of its secretary of state, to invite the Government of the United 

States to recognize and protect their independence, to establish com- 

- mercial relations with their people, and to assist them in their steps. 

| toward regulated and responsible government. — The inhabitants of these neh 

islands, having made considerable progress in Christian civilization and 

the development of trade, are doubtful of their ability to maintain peace 

. and independence without the.aid of some stronger power. The subject | 

ig deemed worthy of respectful attention, and the claims upon our 

: assistance by this distant community will be carefully considered. 5 

~The long commercial depression in the United States has directed = 

| attention to the subject of the possible increase of our foreign trade,and 

the methods for its development, not only with Europe but with other 

~  gountries, and especially with the states and sovereignties of thé west- 

ern hemisphere. Instructions from the Department of State were issued =
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a to the various diplomatic and consular officers of the government, ask. — 
_ ing them to devote attention to the question of methods by which trade 

i _ between the respective countries of their official residence and the = 
: United States could be most:judiciously fostered. In obedience to these a 
| __ Instructions, examinations and reports upon this subject.have been made | 
i by many of these officers and transmitted to the department, and the | 
fo same are submitted to the consideration of Con gress. a . 
. ‘The annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the state of | 

the finances presents important questions for the action of Congress, | 
i upon some of which I have already remarked. — 7 — | oe 

The revenues of the government during the fiscal year ending June 
L _ 30, 1877, were $269,000,586.62.. The total expenditures for the same _ | 
fo _ period were $238,660,008.93, leaving a surplus revenue of $30,340,577.69. | 
| This ‘has substantially supplied the requirements of the sinking-fand for a 
| that year. The estimated revenues of the current fiscal year are | 
| -—s- $265,500,000, and the estimated expenditures for the same period are 
| -$232,430,643.72. If these estimates prove to be correct, there willbea 
, surplus revenue of $33,069,356.28, an amount nearly sufficient for the 2 
: ‘Sinking-fund for that year. The estimated revenues for the next fiscal 
: -——s- year are $269,250,000. It appears from the report that during the last | 
: _ fiscal year the revenues of the government, compared with the previous 3 

_ year, have largely decreased. This decrease, amounting: to the sum of | 
|  . $18,481,452.54, was mainly in customs duties, caused partly by a large — ee | falling off of the amount of imported dutiable goods, and partly by the a 

general fall of prices in the markets of production of such articles as : | --s-« payadvaloremtaxes, Pe 
: __ While this is felt injuriously in the diminution of the revenue, it has » | 
t been accompanied with a: very large increase of exportations. The total 

' exports during the last fiscal year, including coin, have been $658,637,457, | 
| and the imports have. been $492,097,540, leaving a balance of trade in | 

| | favor of the United States amounting to the sum of $166,539,917; the = — 
| - beneficial effects of which extend to all branches of business. | | 
: | The estimated revenue for.the next fiscal year will impose upon Con- 
| _ gress the duty of strictly limiting appropriatiors, including the requisite 
a sum for the maintenance of the sinking-fund, within the aggregate es- 
: _ timated receipts. - So | oe a 
| ‘While the aggregate of taxes should. not be increased, amendments 
: _ might be made to the revenue laws that would, without:dimipishing the a 
| _ revenue, relieve the people from unnecessary burdens.. A tax ontea - 
| and coffee is shown. by the experience not only of our own country but 
: _ of other countries to be easily collected, without loss by undervaluation . 
, or fraud, and largely borne in the country of. production. A taxoften. — 
2 cents a pound on tea and two cents a pound on coffee would produce a | 
; ss Fevenue exceeding $12,000,000, and thus enable Congress to repeal Qo 
i multitude of annoying taxes yielding a revenue not exceeding that sum. — 

; The internal-revenue system grew out of the necessities of the war, and -
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most of the legislation imposing taxes upon domestic products, under | 

this ‘system, has been repealed. By the substitution of a tax on tea - 

and eoffee, all forms of internal taxation may be repealed, except that = 

on whisky, spirits, tobaceo, and beer. | Attention is‘also called to the 

—s mecessity of enacting more vigorous laws for the protection of the reve- | 

- -nueand for the punishment of frauds and smuggling. Thiscan best be 

| done by judicious provisions that will induce the disclosure of attempted 

| fraud by undervaluation and’ smuggling. - All revenue laws should be | 

simple in their provisions and easily understood. So faras practicable, , 

the rates of taxation should be in the form of specific duties, and not a 

ad valorem, requiring the judgment of experienced men to ascertain 

values, and exposing the revenue to the temptation of fraud. oo 

My attention has been called, during the recess of Congress, to abuses A Sas 

existing in the collection of the customs, and strenuous efforts have been’ | 

‘made for their correction by executive orders. The recommendations - 

 gubmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, by a commission appointed 

to examine into the collection of customs duties at the port of New | 

--York, contain many ‘suggestions for the modification of the customs | 

Jaws, to:which the attention of,Congress is invited. Ree ae 

| It is matter of congratulation that, notwithstanding the severe” | | 

burdens caused by the war, the public faith with all ereditors has been 

preserved, and that, as the result of this policy, the public credit has _ : 

-- eontinuously advanced, and our public securities are regarded with the a 

an highest favor in the markets of the world. I trust that no act, of the 

| government will cast a shadow upon its credit. SE yee : 
-. ‘The progress of refunding the public debt has been rapid and satis-. | 

| factory. Under the contract existing when I entered upon the discharge an 

of the duties of my office, bonds bearing interest at the rate of 44 per — | 

| cent. were being rapidly sold; and within three months the aggregate | | 

gales of these bonds had reached the sum of $200,000,000. With my vo . 

- sanction, the Secretary of the Treasury entered into a new contract for 

_ the sale of 4 per cent. bonds, and within thirty days after the popular 

_. subscription for such bonds was opened, subscriptions werehadamount- 

ing to $75,496,550, which were paid for within ninety days after the > aes 

__ .date of subscription. By this process, within but little more than one — 

-_-year, the annual interest on the public debt was reduced inthesum of 

ss Treeommend that suitable provision be made to enable the people | 

' to easily convert their savings into government securities, as the best => | 

ee mode in which small savings may be well secured and yield a-moderate 

| interest. It is an object of public policy to retain among ourewn people 

‘the securities of the United States. In this way our country isguarded 

against their sudden return from foreign countries, eaused by war or | - 

other disturbances beyond our limits. oe Se we 

oo The commerce of the United States with foreign nations, and esp6é- si 

cially the export of domestic productions, has of late years largely in- — |
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creased; but the greater portion of this trade is conducted in foreign 
vessels, The importance of enlarging our foreign trade, and especially : 
by direct and speedy interchange with countries on this continent, cannot | | be overestimated; and it is a matter of great moment that our own) 

po. shipping interest should receive, to the utmost practical extent, the 
i benefit of our commerce with other lands. These considerations are: : 
: | forcibly urged by all the large commercial cities of the country, and 

public attention is generally and wisely attracted to the solution of the 7 
: | | problems they present. It is not doubted that Congress will take them 

up in the broadest spirit of liberality, and respond to the public demand 
by practical legislation upon this important subject. Oo | 

| The report of the Secretary of War shows that the Army has been y 
| actively employed during the year, and has rendered very important | 

| | service in suppressing hostilities in the Indian country, and in preserv- 
: ing peace and protecting life and property in the interior as well as 

along the Mexican border. A long and arduous campaign has been 
prosecuted, with final complete success, against a portion of the 

fo Nez Percés tribe of Indians. A full- account of this campaign will 7 
. be found in the report of the General of the Army. It will be seen | 

| that in its course several severe battles were fought, in which anumber 
| of gallant officers and men lost their lives. I join with the Secretary 

of War and the General of the Army in awarding to the officers and 
men employed in the longand toilsome pursuit and in the final capture — 

, of these Indians the honor and praise which are so justly their due. 
The very serious riots which occurred in several of the States in July 

| last rendered necessary the employment of a considerable portion of | 
| the Army to preserve the peace and maintain order. Inthe Statesof . | 

. West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Illinois these disturbances : 
were so formidable as to defy the local and State authorities, and the _ | 

|.» - National Executive was called upon, in the mode provided by the Con- | 
; _ Stitution and laws, to furnish military aid. I am gratified to be able to oe 
| state that the troops sent in response to these calls for aid in the sup- : 
, pression of domestic violence were able, by the influence of their pres: : 

, ence in the disturbed regions,.to preserve the peace and: restore order _ 
| without the use of force. In the discharge of this delicate and impor- : 
: tant duty, both officers and men acted with great prudence and courage, | 
3 and for their services deserve the thanks of the country. cow BS | 
| __. Disturbances along the Rio Grande, in Texas, to which I have already — | 
! | referred, have rendered ‘necessary the constant employment of a military - 2 

force in that vicinity. A full report of all recent Inilitary operations in : 
, that quarter has been transmitted to the House of Representatives in : 

answer to a resolution of that body, and it will, therefore, not be neces- : 
| _ Sary to enter into details. I regret to say that these lawless incursions : 

- into our territory by armed bands from the Mexican side of the line, for — : 
the purpose of robbery, have been of frequent occurrence, and in spite — | 

_ of the most vigilant efforts of the commander of our forces the ma- |
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rauders have generally succeeded in escaping into Mexico with their’ 

plunder. In May last I gaveorders for the exercise of the utmost vigilance a 
on the part of our troops for the suppression of these raids and the pun- | | 

_ ishment of the guilty parties, as well as the recapture of property stolen = 

by them. General Ord, commanding in Texas, was directed toinvitéthe : 

- co-operation of ‘the Mexican authorities in efforts to this end, and toas- a 

| sure them that was‘anxious to avoid giving the least offense'to Mexico, : 

_ At the same time, he was directed to give notice of my determination to- | | 

put an end to the invasion of our territory by lawless bands, intent 

- upon the plunder of our peaceful citizens, even if the effectual punish: — : 

ment of‘ the outlaws should: make the’ crossing’ of the border by our oe 
troops in’ their pursuit necessary. It is believed’ that this’ policy has: | 
had the ‘effect’ to check somewhat “these depredations, and that with a 

- considerable increase of our force upon that frontier, and the establish- en 

ment ‘of several additional military posts along the Rio Grande, soas- _ 
more efféctually to guard ‘that extensive border, peace may be preserved | 

and the: lives: and’ property: of our citizens’ in Texas fully protected. Dee 
- Prior to the 1st’ day of July last’ the Army was; in accordance with | | 

law, reduced to the maximum of 25,000 enlisted men, being a reduction _ 
of 2,500 below the force previously authorized. This: reduction was | 

made, as required by law, entirely from the infantry and artillery = = 
- branches ‘of the service, without any reduction of the cavalry. Under | | | 

the law; as it now stands, it is necessary that the cavalry regiments be _ | 
recruited to one hundred men in each company for service on the Mexi-- | 

can and Indian: frontiers. The necessary effect of this legislation is to. : 
- reduce the infantry and artillery arms ofthe service’ below the number | 

| yequired for efficiency, and I concur with the Secretary of War in'récom- 

mending that-authority be given to recruit all companies of infantry to. | - 
at least fifty men ‘and all batteries‘of artillery to at least seventy-five 

- men, with the power, in case-of emergency, toincrease the former to 
one hundred and the latter to one: hundred and twenty-two men each. | 

 E-invite your special attention to the following recommendations of oo 

| the Secretary of War: = | ae . eS ins oe 

First. That provision be made for supplying to the Army a more-abun- — | | 
dant and better supply of reading-matter. - ERE ce es aes : | oo 
Second. That early action be. taken by Congress looking to a complete | 

- revision and republication of the Army Regulations. | Pee / | oe 

“Third: That section 1258 of the Revised Statutes, limiting the number a 
of officers on the retired-list; be repealed. ee po | 

Fourth. That the claims arising under the act of July 4, 1864, for sup- le 
_ plies taken ‘by the Army during the war, be taken from’ the ‘offices of: Se 

the Quartermaster and Commissary Generals’ and transferred to the | 
Southern Claims Commission, or some-other tribunal having more time — 
and better facilities for their prompt investigation and decision than are aoe 
possessed by these officers, , 
‘Fifth. That Congress provide for an annuity-fund for the families of. oe 

 FR—II | ae re |
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_ deceased soldiers, as recommended by the Paymaster-General of the . 

: Army, oR eek, 
| The report of the Secretary of the Navy shows that we have six 

squadrons now engaged in the protection of. our foreign commerce and : 

| other duties pertaining to the naval service. The condition and opera- | 
_ tions of the department are also shown. The total expenditures for the 

fo. fiscal year ending June 30, 1877, were $16,077,974.54. There are unpaid 

| | claims against the department chargeable to the last year, which are 

| presented to the consideration of Congress by the report of the Secre- 
: tary. The estimates for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1878, are ' 
, - $16,233,234.40, exclusive of the sum of $2,314,231 submitted for new 

| buildings, repairs, aud. improvements at the several. navy-yards. The 

| - appropriations for the present fiscal year, commencing July 1, 1877, are 

: $13,592,932.90. The amount drawn from the Treasury from July 1 to 
| November 1, 1877, is $5,343,037.40, of which there is estimated to be yet 
: available $1,029,528.30, showing the amount of actual expenditure during 

the first four months of the present fiscal year to have been $4,313,509.10. 

| | . The report of the Postmaster-General contains a full and clear state- 
| ment of the operations and condition of the Post-Office Department. : 

The ordinary revenues of the department for the fiscal year ending | 

| June 30, 1877, including receipts from the money-order business and 

| from official stamps and stamped envelopes, amounted to the sum of 

I $27,531,585.26. The additional sum of $7,013,000 was realized from 
| approptiations from the general Treasury for various purposes, making 
be the receipts from all sources $34,544,885.26. The total expenditures 
: during the fiscal year amounted to $33,486,322.44, leaving an. excess of | 

fo _ total receipts over total expenditures of $1,058,562.82, and an excess of 
I total expenditures over ordinary receipts of $5,954,737.18. Deducting — 
L, from the total receipts the sum of $63,261.84 received from international 

| money-orders of the preceding fiscal year, and deducting from the total 

| expenditures the sum of. $1,163,818.20 paid on liabilities incurred in 

| previous fiscal years, the expenditures and receipts appertaining to the 
: business of the last fiscal year were as follows: = = So 

, Expenditures. ... 0.20.0. - cece eee eee cee eee eee $32,322, 504 24 
: | Receipts (ordinary, from money-order business and from | : | 

, official postage-stamps) ....-..-.-..--5..--------- 27, 468, 323 42 

| Excess of expenditures......-............... 4,854,180 82 . 

: The ordinary revenues of the Post-Office Department for the year _ 

; ending June 30, 1879, are estimated at an increase of three per cent. 

i : over those of 1877, making $29,034,098.28, and the expenditures for the | 
| same year are estimated at $36,427,771, leaving an estimated deficiency | 

, | for the year 1879 of $7,393,672.72. The additional legislation recom- 

, mended by the Postmaster-General for improvements of the mail serv- 
| | ice, and to protect the postal revenues from the abuses practiced under — 

existing laws, 1s respectfully commended to the careful consideration of - 

| Congress. | OO — ao
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_- ‘The report of the Attorney-General contains several suggestigns as 
to the adwinistration of justice, to which I invite your attention. The a 

pressure of business in the Supreme Court and in certain circuit courts 

of the United States is now such, that serious delays, to thegreat injury, = 
and even oppression, of suitors occur, and a remedy should be sought | 

for this condition of affairs. Whether it will be found in the plan eo 

_ priefly sketched in the report, of increasing the number of judges of = => 
the circuit courts, and by means of this addition to the judicial force of = 

_ creating an intermediate court of errors and appeals, or whether some 
other mode can be devised for obviating the. difficulties which now 
exist, I leave to your mature consideration, = Bs 

The present condition of the Indian tribes on the territory of the = 
United States and our relations with them are fully set forth in the | 

reports of the Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner of Indian of 

_ Affairs. After a series of most deplorable conflicts—the successfal. ter- 

mination of which, while reflecting honor upon the brave soldiers who _ 

accomplished it, cannot lessen our regret at their occurrence—we are _ coe 

now at peace with all the Indian tribes within our borders. To preserve. . 

| that peace by.a just and humane policy will be the object of myearnest _ 

endeavors. Whatever may be said.of their character and savage pro. 

~ pensities, of the difficulties of introducing among them the habits of = = = 

- eivilized life, and,of the obstacles they have offered to the progress of | 

settlement and enterprise in certain parts of the country, the Indians are | 

certainly entitled to our sympathy and to a conscientious respect,on 
ur part, for their claims upon our sense of justice. They were the abo- 

 yiginal oceupants of the land we now possess. They have been driven 

from place to place; the purchase-money paid to them in some cases, ee 

for what they called their own, has still left them poor; in many instances, | 

-- when they had settled down upon land assigned. to them by compact | 

- and began to support themselves by their own labor, they were rudely 

| jostled off and thrust into the wilderness again: Many, if not most,cf = 
our Indian wars have had their origin in broken promises and actsof = 
injustice upon our part; and the advance of the Indians in civilization = 
has been slow, because the treatment they received did not permit it to oe 

be faster and more general. We cannot expect them to improve and to — Ss 

follow our guidance unless we keep. faith with them in respecting the 
rights they possess, and unless, instead of depriving them of theiroppor- 
tunities, welend themahelpinghand. = = | 

___ Teordially approve the policy regarding the management of Indian 
affairs outlined in the reports of the Secretary of the Interior and of the — oy 

‘Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The faithful performance of ourprom- 
_ ises is the first condition of a good understanding with the Indians. I | 

- eannot too urgently recommend to Congress that prompt and liberal =~ 
~ provision be made for the conscientious fulfillment of all engagements = 

entered into by the government with the Indian tribes. To withhold = 
the means necessary for the. performance of a promise is always false |
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po econopy, and is apt to prove disastrous in its consequences. Especial 
| _ care. is recommended to provide for Indians settled on their reservations, 
| _ cattle-and agricultural implements, to aid. them in whatever efforts they — 
: may make to support themselves, and by the establishment and main- 

tenance of schools to bring them under the control of civilized influ. 
; ences. I see no reason why Indians who can give satisfactory proof of | 
: _ having by their own labor supported their families for a numberof __ 
j . years, and who are willing to detach themselves from their tribal rela- 
| tions, should not be admitted to the benefit of the homestead act and 
| the privileges of citizenship, and I recommend the passage of a law to 
| that effect. It will be an act of justice as. well as a measure of encourage- 
| ment. Harnest efforts are being made to purify the Indian service, so. 

that every dollar appropriated by Congress shall redound to the benefit a 
: of the Indians, as intended. Those efforts will have my firm support. — 
po With an improved service, and every possible encouragement held out __ 
: to the Indians to better their condition and ‘to elevate themselvesinthe _ 

«scale of civilization, we may hope to accomplish at the same time a good 
fo work for them and foreurselves, | 

I invite the attention of Congress to the itnportance of the statements 
| _ and suggestions made by the Secretary of the Interior concerning the 

: -- depredations committed on the timber-lands of the United States and 
| _ the necessity for the preservation of forests. It is believéd that the 

; measures taken in pursuance of existing laws to arrest those depreda- | 
| tions will be entirely successful if Congress by an appropriation for that 

purpose renders their continued enforcement possible. The experience _ 
: of other nations teaches us that a country cannot be stripped of its 

: forests with impunity, and we shall expose ourselves to the gravest 
| | consequences unless the wasteful and improvident manner in which the | 

_ forests in the United States are destroyed be effectually checked. I 
po earnestly recommend that the measures suggested by the Secretary of __ 
| the Interior for the suppression of depredations on the public timber- : 
Lo lands of the United States, for the selling of timber from the public lands, : 
[- and for the preservation of forests, be embodied in a law; andthat,con- | 
| sidering the urgent necessity of enabling the people of certain States : 

and Territories to purchase timber from the public lands in a legal | 
i _ manner, which at present they cannot do, such a law be passed without = 
, unavoidable delay. I would also call the attention of Congress to the | 
| statements made by the Secretary of the Interior concerning the disposi- _ | 

tion that might be made of the desert lands, not irrigable, west of the | 
, 100th meridian. These lands are. practically unsalable under existing 

laws, and the suggestion. is worthy of consideration that a system of =~ 
| leasehold tenure would make them a source of profit to the United States, ! 
to. while at the same time legalizing the business of cattle-raising, which is 
| at present carried on upon them. eS Oo SO | 

The report of the Commissioner of Agrictlture contains the gratify. = 
| ing announcement of the extraordinary success which has rewarded the __ :
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agricultural industry of the country for the past year. With the fair | 
+ prices which obtain for the ‘products of thé ‘Soil; especially for the sur- | 

plus which onr people have to export, we may confidently turn to thisas 
the most important of all our resources for the revival.of the depressed  =—s—i| 

industries of the country. The report shows our agricultural prog. 
ress during the year; and contains a statement of the work done by — | 

_ this department for the advancement of agricultural industry, upon a 

_ which the prosperity of our people so largely depends. Mattersofin- = 
formation are included of great interest to all who seek, by the experi: 

_ ence of others, to improve their own methods of cultivation. ‘The | 
efforts of the department to increase the production of important arti- | 

_ cles of consumption will, it is hoped, improve the demand for labor and _ | 
advance the business of the country, and eventually result in saving 
some of the many millions that are now annually paid to foreign nations | 

_ for'sugar and other staple products which habitual use has made neces- So 
: sary in our domestic every-day life | 

| The Board on behalf of the United States Executive Departments at | 
the International Exhibition of 1876 has concluded its labors. The 
final report of the board was transmitted to Congress by the President = 
near the close of the last session. As these papers are understood to. — 

- contain interesting and valuable information, and will constitute the only | 
report emanating from the government on the subject of the exhibi- | 
tion, I invite attention to the matter, and recommend that the report be _ : 

_ published for general information. | CR ee 

Congress is empowered by the Constitution with the authority of | 
| exclusive legislation over the District of Columbia, in which the seat of | 

! government of the nation is located. The interests of the District, hav- = 
ing no direct representation in Congress, are entitled to especialcon- =| 

_ sideration and care at the hands of the general government. The | 
capital of the United States belongs to the nation, and it is natural that | 

_ the American people should take pride in the seat of their national ee 
government, and desire it to be an ornament tothe country. Muchhas _ | 
been done to render it healthful, convenient, and attractive, but much | 

_ remains to be done, which its permanent inhabitants are not ableand  —s>_—i 
ought not to be expected todo. To impose upon them a large propor. =f 
tion of the cost required for public improvements, which are in a great | 
measure planned and executed for the convenience of the government | | 
and of the many thousands of visitors from all parts of the country | 

_ who temporarily reside at the capital of the nation, is an evident injus. 7 
tice. Special attention is asked by the Commissioners of the Districtin => | 

|. their report, which is herewith transmitted, to the importance of aper- = —‘| 
‘manent adjustment by Congress of the financial relations between the =f 
United States and the District, involving the regular annual contribu. = —— | 

- tion by the United States of its just proportion of the expenses of the si 
District government and of the outlay for all needed public improve- _ 

_, ments, and such measure of relief from the burden of taxation now |
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. | resting upon the people of the District as in the wisdom of Congress 

may be deemed just. ~~ | OO , a 
| The report of the Commissioners shows that the affairs of the Dis. 
: trict are in a condition as satisfactory as could be expected in view of 

, the heavy burden of debt resting upon it, and its very limited means 

for necessary expenses.” | : CF 
| The debt of the District is as follows: — oe | 

| Old fanded debt. ...:. 0.222.222 cece cess ee eeee ones s $8, 379, 691 96 
: | 3.65 bonds, guaranteed by the United States.......... 13, 743, 250 00 

: ‘Total bonded debt ........-.0--2-..----20---++ 22, 122,941 96 
. To which should be added certain outstanding claims,as 

explained in the report of the Commissioners........ 1,187, 204 52 

| - Maki. g the total. debt of the District................. 23, 310, 146 48 

, The Commissioners also ask attention to the importance of the im- | 
| provement of the Potomac River and the reclamation of the marshes 

bordering the city of Washington, and their views upon this subject | 
| | are concurred in by the members of the board of health, whose report 

| is also herewith transmitted. Both the commercial and sanitary inter- 
. ests of the District will be greatly promoted, I doubt not, by this im- 

provement. _ a (Lae es 
: Your attention is invited to the suggestion of the Commissioners and 

of the board of health for the organization of a board of charities, to | 
fo have supervision and control of the disbursement of all moneys for | 
| charitable purposes from the District treasury. I desire also to ask : 
! your especial attention to the need of adding to the efficiency of the 

public schools of the District by supplemental aid from the national 
| Treasury. This is especially just, since so large a number of those at- : 
| tending these schools are children of employés of the government. IT 
; earnestly commend to your care the interests of the people of the Dis- 
: trict, who are so intimately associated with the government establish- 
2 ments, and to whose enterprise the good order and attractiveness of 

2 the capital are largely due; and I ask your attention to the request of : 
7 | the Commissioners for legislation in behalf of the interests intrusted to — 
: | their care. The appropriations asked, for the care of the reservations | 

: belonging to the government within the city, by the Commissioner of 
2 Public Buildings and Grounds, are also commended to your favorable 

consideration. i 
| - The report of the joint commission created by the act approved Au- 

gust 2, 187 6, entitled “An act providing for the completion of the Wash- 
| ington Monument,” is also herewith transmitted, with accompanying __ 

documents. The board of engineer officers detailed to examine the 
monument, in compliance with the second section of the act, have 
reported that the foundation is insufficient. No authority exists for 
making the expenditure necessary to secure its stability. Itherefore 

)
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~_vecommend that the commission be authorized to expend such portion - 

of the sum appropriated py the act-as may be-necessary for the purpose. , 

The present unfinished condition of the monument, begun so long ago, - | 

ig a reproach to the nation. It cannot be doubted that the patriotic 

sense of the country will warmly respond to such prompt provision as 

may be made for its completion at an early day, and IT urge upon Con- - 

| gress the propriety and necessity of immediate legislation for this: pur- ete 

pose ASU gg Bo SOR a EE REESE Sa 
The wisdom of legislation upon the part of Congress in aid of the : 

- - States, for the education of the whole people in those branches of study _ 

which are taught in the common schools of the country, is no longer @ = no 

| question. The intelligent judgment of the country goes still furthe , — | 

| regarding it as also both constitutional and expedient for the general | 

7 government to extend to technical and higher education such aid as is | 

- deemed essential to the general welfare and to our due prominence 

_ among the enlightened and cultured nations of the world. Theultimate — 

-” settlement of all questions of the future, whether of administration or | 

finance, or of true nationality of sentiment, depends upon the virtue and we 

intelligence of the people. It is vain to hope for the success of afree — | 

| government without the means of insuring the intelligence of those who 

are the source of power. No less than one-seventh of the entire voting | 

- - population of our country are yet unable to read and write. ©. 

It is encouraging to observe, in connection with the growth of fra- 

. ternal feeling in those States in which slavery formerly existed, evi- oe 

_ dences of increasing interest in universal education, and I shall be glad | 

to give my approval to any appropriate measures which may be enacted OS 

by Congress for the purpose of supplementing with national aid the ce 

jocal systems of education in those States and in all the States; and, a 

having already invited your attention to ‘the needs of the District of 

Columbia with respect to its. public-school system, I here add thatI 

believe it desirable, not so much with reference to the local wants of 

the District, but to the great and lasting benefit of the entire country, 

that this system should be crowned with a university in all respects in | 

keeping with the national capital, and thereby realize the cherished ee 

hopes of Washington on this subject. RS ag _ 

| dt also earnestly commend the request of the Regents of the Smith- oo 

sonian Institution that an adequate appropriation be made for the estab- — : 

‘lishment and conduct of a national museum under their supervision. | 

| -- The question of providing for the preservation and growth of the 

“Library of Congress is also one of national importance. As the deposi: 

tory of all copyright publications and records, this library has outgrown | - 

the provisions for its accommodation; and the erection, on such siteas | 

the judgment of Congress may approve, of a fire-proof library building, es 

to preserve the treasures and enlarge the usefulness of this valuable | 

collection, is recommended. I recommend, also, such legislation as will 

--- yender available and efficient for the purposes of instruction, so far as _ |
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| is consistent with the public service, the cabinets or museums of inven. 
| | tion, of surgery, of education, and of agriculture, and other collections, | 
| | the property of the national government. = | es 

| The capital of the nation should be something more than a mere | 
f | political center. We should avail ourselves of all -the opportunities 
| which Providence has here placed at our command to promote the gen-— 
| °_. eral intelligence of the people and increase the conditions most favor- 
; able to the success and perpetuity of our institutions. Co 
| | — R. B. HAYES. 
| DECEMBER 3, 1877. _- | : ce |
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Xo, From whom and to whom. | Date. 2 - Subject. Page. 

ei ee eine cin nee nannies | eee A NN AEN, ee 

|- oe 187 CAE SxS os Oe oe 

1 | Mr. Evarts to the diplomatic | May 23 | European tour. of Ex-President General Grant: t a 

and consular officers. . Diplomatic and consular attentions invited. — 

_.2.| Mr. Evarts to the diplomatic | June 28 Protection of Swiss citizens in European countries 1 Be 

and consular officersin Eu- |. _ and Turkish dominions during the Russo-Turk- oo, oo 

rope and Turkish domin- | dgh war: Good offices of the agents of the United 

ions. oo |. States to be continued in their behalf. . an 

- 3/| Mr. Evarts to the diplo- | July 13 Trade between the United States and Spanish- 2 6 

. matic officers of the United American countries: Commercial information . 

States in Spanish-Ameri- ‘and statistics to be transmitted; the best.means . 

. can countries. | of fostering trade and commerce between the . 

; | nations of the American continent to be sought ; |. 

, a mo a markets needed for the manufactures and prod- : a 

. LEE es > | yets of the United States; beneficial influences . 

| Ce een Geren of such increased internationalintercourse upon | — . 

po a ~ the-political and social status of the Spanish-| : 

. American States; consular and diplomatic offi- | _ 

oO . cers to point out trades in which Americans may - oe 

share. Ls . 

4 | Mr.Seward to thediplomatic | Aug. 7 | Trade between the United States and European; 3 (© 

: - officers of the United countries: Setting forth the same considerations 

. States in Huropean coun- |. in favor of increased commercial intercourse as ; 

tries. , co | ~ in the preceding circular. os 

} - wo San eh a A a 

_ ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. | : 

. | 1876. ” 

. 5 | Mr. Osborn to Mr. Fish.....| Nov. 19 | Inauguration of therailway from Cérdova to Tucu- 5. . | 

a po ' man: Description of the province; good recep- 

, bo tion of President Avellaneda ; his address ; loan 

; |. of ten millions to the government by the provin- |. 

ue | cial bank of Buerios Ayres; fallin gold; good . 

, . a ‘|. prospects for the future. 

6 ccccn dO veccecccevsceseeee+ | Dec. 11 | Revolutionary movement of Lopez Jordan: The. 6 

\. oe pe | four river provinces declared under martial law ; 

Dee | | arrestof the leaders; character of Lopez Jor- 

— tage | 18 ' | dan; his probable escape from punishment. a 
Sc raras B77. fo | 

V1 12220. dO 220. ee ee eee ee eee __..| Mar. 19 | Crime in Buenos Ayres: Great number of assassi- | 7 : 

CS . Oo fo ~ nationsand robberies; publicexcitement thereat ; 

vt 7 . -@ new minister of justice appointed; the jails |. 

oo Ps | found crowded with convicted murderers ; their: ee 

co , . oo eae prompt execution begun by Quesada’s orders. oo 

8 | ..----GO we coe ceececcceseeees-| Mar. 20 | Rumors of rebellion in provinces of Buenos Ayres Fo 

. - | |. and Santa Fé: Electoral excitement. 

Gf enen dO .- eee eee ener eee ee] Apr. .10 | Result of the Argentine elections: Rioting in S — 

. : . ne | oe Buenos Ayres and Santa Fé; quiet elsewhere ; 

. Se : of- : comments on the late insurrectionary plot; the ae 

Oo, Boat, — | ol “eountry in a very critical state, through com-| . 

He mercial crisis, drought, &c.; decline in Argen- 

Oa dine ote se | |. tine bonds. | pe 

1@ | Mr. Osborn to Mr. Evarts...; May. 9 | Meeting of the Argentine Congress: Message of | = 9 | 

ee . . | "|. President Avellaneda; the debt statements; ex- a 

_— So ag a Ep ports in excess of imports for the first time; | . . 

fo . : Javed - ational retrenchments; amnesty to political | — 

! OP seers oo exiles; efforts at reconciliation. — NM. 

— AD Noe. dove... eee eee eee e+ -| May 14 | Manifesto of General Mitre: His efforts to recon- 10 8 

fo, . _ pe cile the government and the opposition ; a serious Oe 

es jt outbreak. probably prevented. . es ' 

12 |......do..........-----++-+--| May 26 | Festivals in honor of the anniversary of Argentine 12 

| mo OOM eae oo independence: Proposal to bring home the re- ae 

7. oe ee | mains of General San Martin. 

13 |....-.d0 ..cc2..-ece0.---2+---| July 21} Floods in Buenos Ayres; Large loss of sheep and 13. 

Sage |. ....| ° eattle; another rebellion in Santa Fé; failure of . 

oe ; iad a colonization scheme and departure of the | . . 

a - . eb: 1... “California colony” for Texas, : o .
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. | 

No.}| From-whom and to whom. Date. | a Subject. Page. 

| | - 1876. | . a - 
to. . 14 | Mr. Beale to Mr. Fish....... Aug. 14/| The war between Turkey and Servia: Austrian 14 | {| ‘opinions on the contest; strong religious feel- , 

inginvolved; deep-rooted aversion to Mohamme- 
7 danism; the rumored massacres; feverishness - 1. . ofpublic sentiment. . 

15 |..-.-.d0...... ........2......| Aug. 18 | The Same subject: Repetition of Bulgarian atroci- 15 
. oo ties in the valley of the Timok; the region de- 

. Se populated ; Sir Charles Dilke on the Bulgarian . 
struggle; the Sultan’s.-proclamation of August . 

oo, 14, offering amnesty to the Balgarian insur- | _ : gents. - aa pe . 16 |......d0.-. ..............0---/ Sept. 8 | The same subject; The war temporarily closéd by 16 7 : |. the. battle of Alexinatz; the prospects of peace 
ee considered; the political character of the ‘Eu- |: |, ropean possessions of Turkey. = |. AT |. 222 dO. 2. eine eee eeeee| Sept. 27 | The same subject: . Conilicting rumors asto peace | 17 | Se a negotiations; embarrassing attitude of Seérvia ; |. 

a . _| - proclamation of Prince Milan as king; thé situa- 
- of | tion of Bosnia: its natural resources. .. ; — 1% 1B fo... dO... ...s. eeeeesse--| Nov. 2] Austrian ceremonial toward foreign army officers “19 

| 19 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Beale. ......| Dec. 6 | The:same subject: Reciprocal cétemonial toward 19 | fo ; __ Austro-Hungarian officers in the United States. | 20 | Mr. Beale.to Mr. Fish.......| Dec. 18 ' Cisleithanian loan of 40,000,000 florins: The whole | 20 oo 
amount ‘subscribed the first day; low rate of | | | subscription thereto; decrease in import duties ; 18 ' unfavorable condition of the Austrian finances. Oe 

BL |... dO eee. eee eeeeeee-| Jam. 27 | The peace conference failure: The Moscow speech #1 
- P _| ° of the Emperor of Russia; probabilities of war; 

. Turkey more ready to fight than Russia; Eu- 
repean financial depression. ae 

| 22 eee dO... eee. cece weaee.| Jan. 31 | Production of gold and silver in Austria-Hun- 22 
-gary:, Report on the subject from the Austrian ‘ 
‘government. | oe : = 23 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Beale.......| Feb. .9 | The Canadian fisheries question: A third com- | 23 : . a missioner to be appointed, under the treaty of : “Washington,’by the Austrian. embassador to Vo Doe Great Britain; request that Count Beust be in- | . 

1 . — _ | -structed to name the third commissioner. - nn to 24 | Mr. Delaplaine to Mr. Fish..| Feb. 26 | The same subject: Interview with Count An- 24 . OO _drassy;.Count Beust to be instructed.  . =| : QD | own GO. 2. cceeee eee ee ecess| Mar. 1 | The’ same subject: Note from Count Andrassy; | ~25 ot 
|. {instructions sent toithe Austro-Hungarian em- . . ( 

. yo | -bassador in London. , 
- 26] Mr. Beale to Mr. Evarts....) Apr. 9. “Strength of the Turkish and Russian armies: 27 | . . 7 ope 2pinions of an American gentleman on the sub- 

ae a fo ject. a . | ‘27 | Mr. Delaplaine toMr. Evarts | Apr. 26° “Reassembling of the Reichsrath: The expected 27 ‘ - a | attitude of Austria in regard to the impending. {7 . | Russo-Turkish war; important measures of in- . Lo 
. | ‘ternal’ administration before the Reichsrath ; 4 ee , oo the Austro-Hungarian compromise laws: ; Mr. { m 1 Tisza’s interpellation in the .Hungarian “Diet: 7 | _ _ relative to the war. - 

. 28 | 22.22.02. 222... 0.22. ......| May 4] The'same subject: A‘ like declaration of Austrian | 29 to , oo, ‘| policy” simultaneously made in the Hungarian 
a Diet; the ministers’ address; the dual action of a | 

| ‘the Austrian and Hungarian legislatures in re- an 
| gard to foreign affairs explained; the efforts of oO Z . _ Austria in the direction of peace and neutral- | . . ity; graceful restoration by the Turks of part |. 

of avaluable library ‘to the University of Pesth; | — 
‘demonstrations of Hungarian sympathy for{| 

a Turkey. : ' 29 [..----d0 ..-.----.-.-22-2:..-:| May 10: | ‘The Eastern question ‘and the navigation of the 33 
Danube: Declarations of the government in the | | i . . - Hungarian Diet; the address of the minister. a 

|. president, Mr. Tisza; acquiescence of ‘the Vi- 
_ enna press in his views.. 

| 30 [...2-.d0 2.00.20... 22.222. | May 12 ‘The Russo-Turkish-war: Austro-Hungarian proc- | _ 33 . |. lamation of neutrality ; the official text thereof. SE | ..2-0-d0 .6000..-.-.55.....54-| May 19: | Fhe same subject: Hungarian sympathy with 34 
doe Turkey; its causes ;'the prospects of a lon and . to : . obstinate struggle; Austria cannot permit the ° 

_.{ \¢reation of a new state of things on herfrontier {| : oO oe ts ‘| ‘which might be a source of danger; proposad 
. fo ‘|  Yisit of the “Austrian ‘Reichsrath to Trieste 'to- oe . , q. _ | inspeéet its now maritime constructions. __- | | BR f.eeee do 2.22... .22.5..-..] Ttine 28 | The same subject: Continued debates in the Hun- * 36 { mo “} garian Diet; conservative declarations; Pan- | :
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No.| From whom and to whom. .| Date. . | . Subject. | a | Page. ; 

|) 1877. . : . . oo . 
oo So slavism discussed; declarations of Minister- . 

a . pe President Tisza in favorof neutrality ; reassur- 
. . oe . | ing effects of his address, | . | — 

. 33 | Mr. Delaplaineto Mr. Evarts.| June 29 | The same subject: Interpellation of Dr. Hoffer 39: 
a - Mo aa in the Reichsrath, respecting the rumored offer | 
Pn , of alliance between Austria-Hungary and Ger- : a 

cede ee "many; answer of. Prince fAuersperg. denying oe 
~ ee re that any overtures of a German alliance had 

. arr eee areca been: made; and explaining the mobilization of so 
foo os Cp a partof the Austrian army. — a ae 

34 [------dO 0.2 eee eee eee Aug. 1} The same subject: A cabinet council held to de- | 40 
a a a - termine Austrian policy in’ view of recent | - 

ee es pe - events; Count Andrassy empowered to order 
. of UR gla . -... | military dispositions, with the approval of the |. 
an Co ee Emperor: no general mobilization contem- 

oe oO — plated.; the frontier troops to be re-enforced ; 
a ens the Austrian army could Ne mobilized in eight 

Sp he avys. . 7 
B5 ]--+---dO ..--...--2-----+-----| Aug, 16-| Negotiation of aloan: A temporary advance ob- | 44 

ne | . "| tained ‘to cover the cost of the partial mobiliza- 
: . |. tion of, the army, which Count Andrassy had re | 

. been empowered tomake; the loan taken within oo 
- rs oe the. empire; effect.on Austrian policy of the SO | 

| - Russian: defeats before Plevna; the internal re- . 
Lo =. . - - lations between Hungary and Croatia; the ques- od 

. : _ eye =") tion of the Croatian railways explained. 
36 |..---.dO ............-........| Aug. 21 | Agricultural prospects: State of the crops; open- 42: oe 
a - ing of ‘an international fair for the exhibition |. = 

oy : and sale of cereals; large amount of transac- v4 
oo ~ tions;-brilliant prospects of the grain harvests; |. ee 

7 7 | official-report: of condition up to the middle of | 
| OWA se hs _ August. Oo | - : | 

| 1876. |. Po ey 
37 | Mr. Merrill to Mr. Fish.....| Oct. 3 | Geographical congress: The proceedings of the 44 . 

| Sp . a congress recently held in Brussels in relation to | | . 
the exploration of Central Africa. 

Ce - 1877. - 
_ 38| Mr. Evarts to Mr. Delfosse.| Mar. 20.| The. Canadian fisheries commission: Informing | 45 oo 

. foe, |. Mr. Delfosse of his appointment_as the third 7 
. a ae commissioner under the treaty of Washington. | 

- 39} Mr. Delfosse:to- Mr. Evarts.| Mar. 21-|:The:same: subject: Mr.-Delfosse accepts the ap: | 46 - , 
. we oo. | pointment. . . So ~ 

| eo BRARIE. BS | 

40 | Mr. Partridge to Mr. Fish..; Aug. 31 | The religious. question in Brazil: Efforts of the 46 a 
we blab oe edo | papalinternuncio, Mgr. Roncetti,and.the ultra-.|.. a 

. oe, oS . montane party; fears that the ministry may : 
os | yieid, 7 . , doe. | 

AL dO wee eee eee nee) Sept. 29:| The electoral question: Imperfections in the'lists:'| 47 
— ee pe of voters; possible unrepresentation of Rio in | 

. oo ot od -. |. consequence; fall in government bonds; state | => 
ae OO bo of the treasury; rumored: intention to- issue | ee 4 

Poe a Sw OD |. small 5 per cent. coupon bonds. ne 
AQ 220-0... eee eens eee ceweae-| Oct 31} Outrage upon the bishop of Rio: Stones thrown 48: 

moh — . —- ). at him-in the church of Santa Rita; excitement . 
a | A on the subject. | = , oe 

43 1.002. dO 0.20... e sees eee ee) Dec. 30°} The electoral question: Irregularities in the late | -. 48. 
Oo . ee . -, elections ; the political complexion of the cham- | — oe 

a | bers. questions to-come up for debate; the rev- |. . , 
ep |} enue:and the deficit. | . po 

44.) Mr. Partridge to Mr: Evarts:| May. 10.|' The political situation: Failure to pass appropri- 49: a . 
. ee | ation bills in time; an enabling act to be passed; 

: - . ~. - / debate‘on the governmental expenditures; tab- 
rn 7 . foe '-|- ular statements of Brazilian finances. — a _ ae 

: m : 4
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, CENTRAL AMERICAN STATES. : | | 

i No. From whom and to whom. | Date. . Subject. . . Page. . 

| | | 1877. 
1 45.| Mr. Williamson to Mr. Fish.; Jan. 14 | The political situation: The term of President 52 | 
; . Barrios prolonged for four years in Guatemala; 
1. Mr. Marco A. Soto still President of Honduras ; 
j . | oo discontent against the Zaldivar administration | 

| , in Salvador; the Chamono government gaining 
2 - strength in Nicaragua; revolutionary plottings; | 

. all quiet at present. 
| 46 |......do .............-..-----| Mar. 5 | Report on the present and prospective lines of 53 

Po po communication of the Central American States 
| co with the United States and with Europe: His- 

, torical review of the difficulties of early travel; 
| | | methods of developing commerce by increased | 

7 , facilities of communication on the Pacific coast : 
; - eonsidered. 
: 47 ..2202.00 ....--.+.--------..--;, Mar. 21 | Promulgation of new civil and precedure codes for 61 

| ; Guatemala: Ceremonies on the occasion ; nature | 
. - of the change. . a : 

48 | Mr. Williamson to Mr. Evarts., Apr. 24 | Postal question: Correspondence with the minis- 62 
a | |. ter of foreign affairs of Guatemala respecting a | 

| variance between an item in the local postalreg- | 
_ ulations and the postal convention of 1862 with | . 

the United States; suggestion of further reduc- | | 
- . tion of rates. ee 

49 | ......d0 ............--.42----| Apr. 25 | Official reception of the Guatemalan minister to 63 a 
7 : ‘| Salvador: Character of the governments and peo- 

| . . ‘1° ple of Céntral America; the aims of President *. 
| — - ~t. Barrios. . 

50 |......d0 ..............----.-.| May 31 |. Postal question: Reply of the Guatemalan minis- | 65 
| : ' try; the convention with the United States to 
iZ —— . be obeyed. 
t 51 |......do .........-..--.-----.| June 1 Financial measures in Guatemala: Promulgation 66 

of decrees increasing certain taxes and impos- 
I ing a forced loan of $500,000; their effect on for- 
j eign interests. wine as oop 

52 Mr. Evarts to Mr. William- | June 7/| Postal question: Non-expediency of a new con- 67 
| son. vention between the United States and Guate- 

" mata. 

| a - CHILI. wok 7 we | 

4 WB en LIB. | 
53 Mr. Williamson to Mr. Fish.-| Oct. .1 | Wreck of the American steamer Georgia in the |. 68 

Do |. Straits of Magellan: Report of hercaptain, John | 
: | : r Oo . ft KK. Nickerson. - oe 
1 a 1877. - : . 
: 54 | Mr. Williamson to Mr. Evarts.| June 14 | The same subject: Correspondence with the Chil-; 69 
| | . - jan government; narrative of the wreck and sub- 
; , | sequent salvage, involving claim to the owner- | _ [ 
4 . ship of the vessel. y. - 

55 | Mr. Seward to Mr. William- | July 19 | The same subject: Instructions as to the suspi- 7 
{ son. cious character of the stranding of the ship and 

| her subsequent sale. 

, | ~ CHINA. | : 

1876. _— 7 | , | 
56 | Mr. Hunter to Mr. Seward..| Sept. 11 | Passports for Americans traveling in China: In- 72. 

structions governing their issue and registra- | 
tion. 

57 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Fish.....| Oct. 3 | The agreement between Great Britain and China WB 
So . relative to rights and treatment of foreigners: oo 

. - | Account of the negotiation; how the agreement | _ 
. . . a will affect other foreigners in China; the Yun- | 

: a nan matter; Mr. Seward’s friendly intercourse : 
a with the British. minister, Sir Thomas Wade; . 

a - text of the Chefoo agreement. , —— : 
4 58 |...--.0..-.-.--.2.00-- «ee-e+| OCt. -30 | Visit of the English, French, and German admirals 80 

. . | tothe port of Chefoo: Interest of the Chinese 
oe, . | authorities in the foreign vessels ; the Chinese 

Po eo, aiming to improve their army and navy. fo 
4 559 |....-.00..----.--. s-----a----| Nov. 17 | Administrative frauds: Condemnation to death of 82 
| a ‘| two Chinese officials guilty of falsifying ac- 

Bs _|.. counts; other officials to be punished for failure 
] to discover that the frauds were being perpe- 
i / : : | : - Le tage ey - i coef --$pated.--- cen ween ue tence unease eee fees 

5 we,
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- : CHINA— Continued. | | cen - 7 

No. | From whom and to whom. Date. Subject... . Page. oa 

. ; 1876. - . 
60 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Fish.....; Nov. 29 | Woosung railway: Transfer of the railway tothe |,. 82 . = 

ao - . Chinese government ; the articles ofagreement; | . o re 
. . prospects of the road being worked by the gov- | 

. a a oo ernment. : oo . 
61 eon dO wee ececuececeeceneeee) Dec. 13 | Diplomatic and consular service of China: Publi- | 85 

. , eS en . cation of officialregulations; characterand term |. _ 

: Jo En aby ge |. of appointments. 8 op 
62 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Seward.....) Dec. 19 | The agreement between Great Britain and China: 86 . 

| | | a | The Yunnan affair; the questions submitted to - 
| oy hen eet Bo ee af the foreign legations, viz: judicial matters, the | . 

Bs ee, - audience question, and the likin taxes; instruc- 
pe Liston gh PE pee tions given on these several points. 

63 Mr. Seward to Mr. Fish......| Jan. 23 | Ceremonial of intercourse between foreign minis- | 87 
| oe . |. ters and high native officials: Prince Kung and | ces 
| ae nS |. high officers call upon the foreign representa- | =. | 

oo a |. 1. tives; their visits to be returned; list of the : 
| : : officials taking part. 

64 |.1226.d0 ..-. cee eeeceeseeees| Jan, 30] The Shanghai Steam Navigation Company: The 88 
| : vessels and property sold to the Chinese Mer- 

spe . chants’ Company ; terms of the transfer; failure oo | 
: . of the foreign scheme through continued favors | } 

a og | . _ shown by the government to the native com-_ 
oo | pany; advantageous price paid; the Chinese 

—— oe oo | oe company practically a monopoly ; views of Mr. . po  , 
wT oe . ; a Seward. — re ee 

” 65 |... dO wecceeuceceeeeveesee-) Mar. 13 | The Imperial Chinese College: Its scope and char- OL . | 
; a oo | acter; -a statement of one of the professors | = | 

| transmitted; comments of Mr. Seward thereon. | — 
66 |......00 ..-..e22-+e--eeeseee+| Mar. 13 | Four new ports opened to foreign trade in accord- 93 oe 

. | a ance with the Chefoo agreement: Official notifi- 4 
- cation of the fact and response of Mr.Seward; |. . . &§ 

| . American consuls and merchants notified. - a 
OY ecee do 2s s.eeseeeeeesseeee Mar. 19°} Relief of an American vessel: Thanks of the 94 oo | 

| ne United States Government for services ren- : 
| . dered by the Imperial Chinese gunboat Sin | © 

- oS . ' Ching to the American ship Enoch Train; cor- | _ if 
| respondence exchanged on the subject. . , 

68 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Evarts...! April30 | Wén-Chow: Report of Consul Lord on this port, 95 - 
. recently opened under the Chefoo convention ; | 

| oo : oo question of consular arrangements; Mr. Sew- &§ 
| 8 _ ard’s instructions to Consul Lord. : 

69 |.1....d0.........002-e-+-++-| May 8 | Chinese coinage: Action of the Chamber of Com-; 98 ; 
oo. | ae no merce of Shanghai in favor of establishing a |. . 

OS ‘mint; action of the foreign diplomatic body ; its . me 
7 a probable success ; correspondence exchanged on : 

: the subject. | 8 § 
10 |.cenc-GO .caceeseceeeeeavee-s-| May 12 | Woosung Railway: Its employés re-engaged for 100 | 

bo . “| eighteen months; the road not yet turned over + 
oo gee ey -to the Chinese government; hopes that it may . 

. . continue to be worked, notwithstanding the | 
. . mh .. governmental disfavor shown to railways in | 

. China. = 
WL eee dO oc eee een e ee eee senees| May 12 | Amoy: Question of the establishment ofa munic- | 101 

. . '. ipal body for the control of roads, &c., in the |. 
- | Amoy district occupied by foreigners. Mr. 

; —— oS mee Seward defers comments thereon. eg ; . 
7D ae dO woes eee eee ees ecees| May 12] Wuhu opened to American trade: Visit of the | 102 - 
- eS “ | Chinkiang consul to Wuhu for that purpose; | 
et . his report; question of appointing a consular |: 

ae a officer at Wuhu. . ee . 7 
IB bee dO cee ee ee ca ceeeceeess| May 12 | Judicial system in China as affecting foreigners: | - 104 

bo ae Its unsatisfactory condition; memorial ad-. . 
— es oh - | dressed to the throne by the governors of Fuh- 

7 re ene ~ kien and Che-kiang in favor of its amelioration. : 
TA |i oene MO. cee eee ee ee en ceeees| May 19 Amoy, municipal regulations: Copy thereof for- | .106 | 

- Se - = warded. . 
TD | .cnee-dO erase eee sete eeee--| June 16} Drought in Northern China: Distress in Shan- 109 
pe ee fo tung and neighboring provinces; action of the | : - 

. aa wt pe ob ae Netherlands minister forthe relief of the suffer- | . 
a fe Bi ers; large foreign subscriptions; relief distrib- | - 

i uted through the missionary stations; want_of : 
a OT sees mo _. facilities of internal communication one of the : . 

_ pot iPS ge . | causes of the disastrousness of a local famine; 
ce oP | thanks of the Chinese authorities for foreign aid. 

oe (6 | eee ee dO cone eeeeeeeseecse-e--| June 21} Coal mines in Formosa: Extensive preparations | 112 . &§ 
Tee eee ne 1 for working them; an American expert to re- |. 

ne Sod ke _{ “port on the production of oil in that island;_ 
ea gE -| progressive tendencies of the Chinese governor , : 

be ef | of Fub-kien. eon |
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CHINA—Continued:- | | | 

| No.|*; From whom and to whom. | . Date. | Subject. : oo Page; . 

| | deme eo . | oe 77 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Evarts ..| June 29'| American shipping trade. with. China: General | 112 
; representations made by American houses a 

7; >| against the law requiring that American ships a 
. So - Shall be officered by citizens of the United |. 

a en _ States; frequent: difficulty. of. complying with | = 
of: _ thélaw:; Mr. Seward recommends its modifica- 

_ tion and that consuls’ be authorized to ship for- . 
. oO eign officers on satisfactory proof thatne-Amer-:|*. ~ 

i oo ican can bé found in'their districts ; effects of 
Sd, the shipping laws of the United States; free; 

j 4 trade in ships advocated. — oe ; 
WB | .2----dO -...-....-0-+-+-5.--.| July 10) The recently opened ports not as beneficial to | _ 116 

| Co . | trade as was expected: Reasons therefor; arti- | ~ 
clefrom the Shanghai Daily News; Mr. Seward’s. | io 

: views agree with those therein expressed. 
i 19 [22-2 dO... eee eee eee] July 11 | Attempt to burn the United States consulate-| 117 

. oe general at Shanghai: The damage slight; no 
i . - traceof the incendiary ; security of the archives . 

, . . . = ae of the consulate from less-by fire. - pd 

| . oe . DENMARK. | | - 

: ee tee fF Ce 
; 80 | Mr. Cramer to Mr. Fish.....| Dec... 8.| The. political situation: Increase of the opposi- Wg § 
J a oe tion. party: in the new Rigsdag; their parlia- 

ae mentary policy one. of obstruction; the senate - | ministerial: by a large majority; legislative 
a oS ‘dead-lock. : , So i ‘ 1877. , vo St | Mr. Cramer to Mr. Evarts...; April 9 | The-same subject: Popular dissatifaction at:the 120 

| ' | prolonged dead-lock ; the chambers disagree on |. 
| | the: financial bill; a‘ constitutional crisis ;”’ . 

j - wee ue! _ its-eauses ;} conjectures as to its consequences. | = 
82 |...---dO ..--......22..2-.....{ Aprill4| The-same subject: A provisional financial law 122 

7. "1s promulgated by royal deeree; question as toits:|° 
en eee Ss . constitutionality. oe foo 

83 | ..-.--dO .....------+--.,-5--.] Aug..18 | The same subject: Continued excitement about 123. 
. |. the-financial law ; its constitutionality denied ; 

| o . noe : _ state of parties in Denmark ; conservatism pre- | : \ _ | vails in the towns and radicalism in the rural |. 
: |. districts; comments by Mr. Cramer. ~ 
; 84 }..-...d0 -.............-....../ Aug, 21 | St. Bartholomew : Reported sale of the island by | 124 

oo . 4 - Sweden-to France; terms-of the sale not yet 
_ { made public. ‘ So a a 

fo | FRANCE. | | a 

: | | 1876. : | | 
{ 85 | Mr. Washburne to Mr. Fish.| Sept. 13 .| Preject of a Darien ship-canal: Plan of Mr. de 125; 
a , . Gogorza. submitted. to the president; antece- 
|. _ dents of the author; his scheme before the in- | | , 

. . _ ternational geographical Congress; the plan 
, So, considered ' feasible by Mr. de Lesseps, the en- 

: 7 gineer of the Snez Canal; a company organ- | , 
: . ized to. make the preliminary surveys; sug-| 

gested co-operation of the United States... fe 
| 86 |...-..do ...............--.-..| Oct. 11 | La Rochelle: The chamber of commerce of that 127 
i _ ; a oo city remonstrates against the suppression: of |  . - 
4 , , the United States consulate ; Mr. Washburne’s 

OC _. views adverse to.the petition. oo . 
BT |..0-.-d0 ......-2.-+.--.--.---| Oct. 13 | Congratulatory address and medal of the Polish 127 

q CO colony in Paris on oceasion of the American 
a — centennial celebration, transmitted to the De- 

: oo a. partment of State. | 
88 |---.--dO........--..--..-----| Nov. 1 | Slanderous. attack on the United States, said to 128 

: oe be. by a French commissioner to the centennial , 
ye oo exhibition, republished fr m a Vienna paper Oo 
i . by the Paris: Figaro: Explanation asked of the 
j °° French. government; Duke Decazes promises 
3 reparation; the reputed author publicly denies 
4 the slander; friendly disposition of the Duke 
4 ! cl - Decazes in this incident.
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oe _ 7 a _ FRANCE—Continued. - | oe 

No.| From whom and to whom. | Date. — _ _ §Subject. [Pages 

89 | Mr. Washburne to Mr. Fish.| Dec. 22 | Ministerial crisis: Fallof the Dufaure cabinet, on | 132=- 
7 oo _ the issues of amnesty to the communists and 7 ' 
SP: od. - the funeral honors. to the.infidel members.of the | | ee 

ot ae - . do . Legion of Honor; narrative of the contest: in; 
oe . , | the assembly; formation of a new cabinet by 

oo = a . . Mr. Jules Simon; comments of Mr. Washburne... ci 

90 Leen dO cone ns oeccneccececes-| Jan. 12 | The French exposition of 1878: Letter from the | 135 = a 
- ne oo Pf  Freneh commissioner-general to Mr. Wash-|  — - oe 
Ss ee Cok Sea ea ie |. burne, urging prompt action by the United 

oe age pe, ee Pas | _ States. is aig wee 2 GL fee dO ee eee eeeegeese-| Feb. 16 | Protection of Germans in France during the 136 ~ ed 
po pe | Eranco-German war: Mr. Washburne compiles | - | 

vod Coe from the records an official history of the action 
: : re es poo. -| of the United States. in. that. behalf, forthe | 6 = .- 

. foo oT -- archives of the Department of State. =" . 
_ 92.) Mr. Hitt to Mr. Fish........) Feb, 23 | The French exposition of 1878: The participation | 13% 

do an eS ot the United States ; further letter from the a . 
. ON Af. French commissioner-general ; space will bere- | Be 

. oe a ene ef .--gerved awaiting congressional action.on the; 9. | 
a . . ot matter. _ es: oo . : 

oo, 93 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Washburne.| Mar. 2 | Proteetion of Germans in France during the | 137" po : 
ee Po od F¥ance-<German war: Approval of Mr. Wash-— i 

; eB ormne’s course. Teen So : ; 
94 | Mr. Hitt to Mx, Fish........} Mar...3.| Metallic currency: Publication of a letter on the-|. 138 

peas een boo subject by. Mr. de Parien, called forth by one of | ~~ ee ; 
She eo . foe | Mr. Washburne’s published dispatches. ees - 

95. | Mr. Hitt te Mr. Evarts.....-| Mar. 29; United States 43 per cent. lean: Inquiries, with a 144... : 
Ee . . _ pro ye po Nbew. to its admiggon to the Paris Bourse, made ne 

, 4. by the Paris Stock-Brokers’ Association : Reply —_  &£ 
| oo . +f : of Mr. Hitt; suggestion as to the: paymentof| =. 

de ee os ee |. United States couponsin France. of : 
2 9B fe. dO. cece eee ene ences cee | Apr. 11) French foreign office: Animated debates in the | 142°  &£ 
a - po Ereneh senate respecting the diplomatic and . — 

Pe eg - | ¢onsular service; rules tor.admission and.pro-| = og 
: Ln, 8 CS ] - | . motion; recent decrees on the subject;. diseus- |} — . ; 

sion thereon; measures proposed; salaries paid; | - ; 
a | | . remarks of Mr. Hitt. OS poe  &§ 

. EOE Jonene AO ween ccescnneeceesee--| Apr. 24 | The Paris exposition of 1878: Many applications | 147 ee : 
oa eee { from American expositors; they can only par- | . 

ce mo ns od _ ticipate through the authorized representation | — &£ 
C0 PE Se ee ee BE ae of @ national commission; statements of Mr. E 

poe ne fhe |. Krantz, the. French commissioner-general; ex- |. : 
Pb ee oe a Ba Be | .traordinary efforts of French manufacturers; mo : 

: eps eee a Bs “pregress of the buildings; facilities reserved | = | OE 
- pe Agee es : |. for the Cnited States. ° a oe cae 
. 98 | Mr. .Washburne..to. Mr. | May . 4.| The foreign relations of. France: Important dec- 148 y : 

a of Bvarts,. 2 ee - | lJarations of the Duke Decazes respecting for- ° 
Be ek ro os fF. eign-pelicy in the present war ; its responsibitity E 
ps ot @harged wholly. upon .Turkey; comments of . : 

cer! pe Vr. Weashburne. \E 
99 [.2-0-- dO .ccneseceeeeeweceeae:| JUNG 29.) The Russo-Turkish war: Military operations; 152 . : HD Sef »- the Danube crossed ; attitude of Austria; Hun- . ; 

a = Se oo |. garian sympathy with Turkey; comments of |. ee 
. os ~~. | Ma, Washburne as to the position of Franee, |. oor 3 

100 |.--4--dO . 22.22.02. e0.. es. «| July 16: Transmits photographic copies of an interesting | 154° — . £ 
| pL pewolutionary relic: autograph letter of Benja- | 

- to : - min Franklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee to a 
be | ee | ks the Count de Vergennes, dated. December 23; } &- 

aS oo] . ef i 1776, proposing a treaty of amity between Erance es Sy - oh + and the United States. . a F 
pe 101 | Mr. Hitt to Mr. Evarts .....); July 19 |, The French diplomatic and consular service: Pro- | 155. 
ps _ . ks : | mulgation of a decree prescribing the condi- |. : 

me eRe oo ~~ | tions of examination for admission to the lowest . ’ 
| . 7 : |. paid grades; comments of Mr. Hitt thereon. oe ? 
| 102 |.00-- WO cee wee eeeceeeeeeeee.-| Aug.10.| The.Paris exposition. of. 1878:. Continued-applica- | 167° oo a Oo Ee a + tions for information; the French government : : 

ee _ about to renew urgent request for the participa. |. ee | 
| ar as eT - tion of the United: States; space-to: be reserved: 
pS . Ps | until the last practicablemoment. 4 a : 

103 [------dO ...--- 02-2. .np ees}, Aug. 20: |The same subject: Circular ‘to all. the foreign 168: 
an . sl CORMMIssioners, stating progressof buildings,&e. | =— 104 | Mr. Noyes to Mr. Evarts....|' Sept. 13} Fhe funeral. of Mr. Thiers: Description; its or- 169 a 

ee oe ce Pte _. | derly character; effect of Mr. Thiers’s death | - 4 
es te pen the. political contest in. France; opinions'|: oo Dans pe of leading French republicans; tributes paid by | : : 
a ae Mere Washburne and Mr. Noyes to thememory | : . 
ap ee oft Mr: Thiers. . "| : 

105 |------dO .... ss... ce-2----0-:/ Sept. 21 | The political situation: Manifesto of President 170 
pe . MacMahon; comments of French journals . : 

thereon. Oe Ee ; 
F R——II — a ee oo , |
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| . 1876. | ; se . : 

106 | Mr. de Vaugelas to Mr. Fish.| Sept. 9 | The Paris exposition of 1878: Renewed invitation | 172 
to the United States to participate and appoint: Ss 

oo a | a special commission. 
i 107 | Mr. Hunter to Mr. de Vau- | Sept. 22 | The same subject: Acknowledgment of the invi- 172 
1 gelas. 1877 | tation; the matter will be referred to Congress. . 

| 877. - . 
_ 108 | Mr. Outrey to Mr. Evarts...; Mar. 21 | The Trade-Marks’ Convention of 1869 between) 172 

France and the United States: Obscurity and 
i - , contradiction in the second article thereof; aj — 

. declaratory interpretation suggested, in accord. 5 
! ot. ance with the French version of the convention. . 

109 | Mr. Evarts to Mr. Outrey...| Apr. 25 | Thesame subject: The Government of the United | 173 
‘ oo States accepts the French version as the true 
i . | interpretation. . a 

| ae GERMANY. Ee 

| f° 1877. mo Be 
| 110 | Mr. Davis to Mr. Fish ......| Jan. 4 | The Constantinople conference: Opinions at Ber- | . 174 
i ; . lin on the Eastern question; the new Turkish ee, 

ee wR a constitution. . FES . 
ALL |... 2..do 2.22. lle. eec.ees...| Feb. 10 | The elections in Germany: Results of the second | 1%. 

| . ° elections in contested districts; the political | 
1 Oe eS complexion of the Reichstag; method of. choos- 
| ee | ing the Prussian Landtag; comparison of the 
, . : Hos strength of parties in the Landtag and Reichs- 
| 8 _ tag; Catholic and socialist gains in the latter ; 

| mo an 2 | the socialist movement; conclusions drawn by . 

fo very Mr. Davis. . 
i 112 |......d0............-05 eeees-| Feb. 26 | The Eastern question: The failure of the Con-| 180 . 
fo a cp stantinople conference ; comments of Mr. Davis . 

| on the recently published British parliamentary | . 
af. blue-books on the subject. - . 

{ 113 | Mr. Davis to the Secretary | Mar. 25 | Celebration of the Emperor's eightieth birth-day : 1eg 
of State. - Festivities; royal gifts; reception; dinners; il- 

oo OE lumination ;. tableaux at the palace, &c. poe 
114 | Mr. Davis to Mr. Evarts ....| Apr. 30 | The German constitution: Many amendments and 183 

| - }. - - .! modifications made since the. constitution was wy 

, oe Bo -adopted in 1871; a general review of the. a 
Bo a - . 1. changes; the executive and administrative ma- 

to . Se Bo chinery of the Empire ; full translations of the . 
| . — oo . -amended constitution, and of its modifications as | 

| . a _ adopted’in states adhering to the confederation. . - 

— 115 |......do wisc.-...22-.2--ee2-] June 13 | German art collections:-The Museum of Berlin; ; — 241 ; 
. ‘its history and growth; its popular purposes; | . 

regulations for its government; small cost of 
‘. its maintenance; description of its collections ; 

' remarks of Mr. Davis. mS 
116 |....2.do ..........-----------| June 30 | Naturalization and citizenship questions in Ger- | 246 

OO | many: Summary of all cases during the past 
year; statistics of passports issued by the lega-. ps 

- tion; cireular containing information for re- 
_ | turned emigrants. . _ 

117 |......d0 .........-..---.---0-] June 30 | The same subject: Mr. Davis suggests amend- 253 
“ments in the naturalization laws of the United 

, States; the suggested charges explained in de- 
a tail, - . 

118 | Mr. Nicholas Fish to Mr. | July 24 | The same subject: Views of the German govern- Q57 . 

Evarts. oo - ment respecting the working of the naturaliza- 
- tion treaty ; improved status of United States 

* - citizens in Germany. of. . 

' | GREAT BRITAIN. oe | 

| 1877. [ a os 

119 | Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Fish.| Mar. 6 | The Canadian fisheries commission: Negotiations 259 , 

oo. . Lo for the appointment of the third commissioner | - : 
under the treaty of Washington; the Austrian 

f . embassador, Count Beust, beiag addressed by | 
, - " Mr. Pierrepont and Lord Dervy, nominates Mr. » 

| jo - -Delfosses =. | 
120 | Mr.Evartsto Mr. Pierrepont.) May 21 | Determination by cable of longitude between Lis- { 259 

. do. | bon and South America: Co-operation of Brit- | 
. ish govérnment requested. 

121 | ......dO 22... esse eesseeee-| May 22 | Arctic relics of the Polaris, found by the Pandora 260 , 
Co ~ |. on Littleton Island: Mr. Pierrepont to receive | 

oo : - them, with thanks, and forward them to the 

| . { - United States. . ; ,



oe LIST OF PAPERS. —  XXXV | 

/ | a, GREAT BRITAIN—Continued. oe | | 

-. No.| From whom and to whom. | Date. | — Subject. —— [Page 

ee , : 1877. . , 
499 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Pierre- | June 1 | Case of Edward O'M. Condon, imprisoned under 260 

of pont. | no . British judicial sentence: Renewed representa: | = 
_ tions in favor of his pardon. Oe 8 

193 | Mr. Pierrepontto Mr. Evarts.| June 27) Tour of Ex-President Grant: Hospitality shown | 261 
Se ~ | tohim in England by the British government. 

! re ar ee . and royal family. J poe 

4041 odo cea. .eeeseeeeeceeeee-| Duly 7} The Fourth of July in London: Dinnerandrecep- | 262 con 

. a LPs een “| -tion given by Mr. Pierrepont; General Grant : 

ed Deel a Pc present; hismovements..9 ee wo 

125 [1222-20 ..ccccaceeseeesceees-| July 16 | Case of E. O’M. Condon: Correspondence on the 262 . 

Pe Se 8 pe subject with Lord Derby... a 

: 496 | 0002.0 . 022 vcccsesceneaee.| July 16 | The Polaris relics: Correspondence with the Brit- 263 a 

. a pe ish foreign oftice on the subject; the relics re- . — 

, ae PE! er -|>. eeived by Mr. Pierrepont. 7 Be oes a 

. 197 |}.2.0..d0 wc essecenseeeseeeeee-| Aug. 9 | Determination of South American longitudes: | 264 CS 
co ae 4 She British government will co-operate; corre- _ oo 

| Pe, . oe ‘tere - |» spondence with Lord Derby on the subject. 

: 498 | Mr. Fish to Sir E. Thornton.) Nov. 2-| Case of Peter Martin, a. convict under sentence, (266. . 

— oye po charged with a deadly assault after conviction, | eo 

; . Sn | ‘ 4" | and while within the territory of the United; oo 

pe |. States, in Alaska: Question of jurisdiction. - 

- 129 | Sir E. Thornton to Mr. Fish.| Nov. 6 | The same subject: The Governor General of Can- | 266 aa 

: oe . a TE See » * | ada called upon for a report. / 

130 | Mr. Fish to Sir. Thornton.| Dec. 6 | The same subject: No question exists that the 257 

ne Bee of convict was being transported through territory 

: oe ee ee _ a of the United States at the time of the alleged |- 

4 i. | deadly assault. = a 
: oe, - 1877, ne Se ee oe oe 

481 |.02..dO ceeaceccaccecceecce--| Jan. 10 | The same subject: The prisoner reconvicted by a | 268 : 

a court in British Columbia; the territorial juris- |. 

: . diction of the United States in the matter re- 4 ® 

; - ee areas os affirmed; the case one of violation of the terri-; 

op BT ESE as t. tory of the United States; the power of the vos, 

a ao Bs coy British court in the ease denied... re - 

; ° 132 | Sir E. Thornton to Mr. Fish.| Jan. 27 | The Polaris relics: Delivery to the United States 269 - 

ae . a fos - of documents and relics recovered by Sir George og 

7; . ~ |... Nares during the arctic voyage of the Alert and - 
a ae Discovery. . 

--133:| Mr. Fish to Sir E. Thornton.| Mar. 3 | Thesame subject: Letter of thanks from the Sec- | 276 

_ foo . - retary of the Navy. ve fet 

184 | Mr. Plunkett to Mr. Seward.| Sept. 25 | The case of Peter Martin: Conclusion of the in- Q71. 

- . . vestigation by the Canadian government; the . 

_ fp / - 7 : prisoner to be set at liberty. 

Cc GREAT BRITAIN—EXTRADITION. | pe | | 

Laas BIB fe | | a 

135,| Message from the the Presi- | Dec. 23 | Transmitting documents relative to the execution ; 271 . - 

: -| dent totheSenate. — : of the extradition article of the treaty of 1842 

i —— a | between the Umited States and Great Britain: Co 
yd oe + Review of the question. . oe 

136 | Sir E. Thornton to Mr. Fish.| May 13 | Case of Maraine Smith, held in Ontario on-charge 273 

ee . oe fo of murder committed in the United States : No . : 
formal application yet made for his surrender. {- an 

: 137 | Mr. Fish to Sir E. Thornton.|.May 17 | The same subject: Application not made pending Q74.—Ci 
- . . Be 7 settlement of questions growing out of Win- ne 

: - : oo slow’s case. ae ‘ 

: 138 | Sir E. Thornton to Mr. Fish.| May 23 | Cases of Walter and Frederick Moore, arrested in 274 

fb oo, . Boston on requisition from Canada: Asks their | — 

: me coe 7 |. _ gurrender to one Alphonse Cing, empowered for | 7 

Se Fa a tye the purpose. : 1 
P| 189 |.e2e do... ee eeeee sees eeeaee| May 26 | The same subject: Error of name in foregoing | 275. - 

. note corrected ; should be Alphonse Cing Mars. | . os 

1. 140 |......do.......0.....0.20+e22-| July 13 | Case of Charles P. Jones, held in Ontario as a — QT5 

an ae co _ |. fugitive from the justice of the United States: . 

re A No application yet made for his surrender.. 
: 141 | Mr. Fish to Sir E. Thornton.| July 18 | Thesame subject: Case similar to that of Maraine | °275 ~— | 

; - on oe Smith; Winslow having been discharged, the : 

: os re - President declines to make further demands for | . . . 

.* ae . extradition under the treaty of 1842. pe 

- 442 | Sir E. Thornton to Mr. Fish. | Oct. 27) Question of extradition: Inconvenience of. con- |, 276. 

i so a |... |. tinued suspension of the treaty; Great Britain |» 

" eer Cee _| willing to exeeute it unconditionally pending | — . oe 

: soe Og gt hae ee _ the conclusion of ‘a new treaty. . : oS 

i; -—s« 143. | Mr. Fish to-Sir E. Thornton.| Oct. 30 | The President concurs in the proposal of Great | 276 — ~ 

me, . oe - Britain: Request for surrender of Winslow, |- 

4 . : oe : | Brent, and Gray renewed. oe ot
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| aa . 1876. 2! eS 
, 144 | Mr. Bish to Mr. Pierrepont..; Nov. 1 | Sir, Edward Thornton’s proposals: Instructions | | 277 

. (Télegram.) oo + +. thereon.” . " 
145 |....--.dO. -. ...........,..-.| Nov. 24 | Possible surrender of Winslow, Brent, and Gray | 278 

(Telegram.) © 2 j |. .| without conditions: If offer be made it is to be 
. - accepted. St 

a 146 | Sir E. Thornton to Mr. Fish.| Nov. 29 | Confidential information that orders have been | . 278 
“es ee ° issued for arrest of Winslow, Brent, and Gray. 

147 | Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Fish..| Nov. 30.| Orders for the arrest of the three culprits; their | 278 
(Telegram.) °° | whereabouts. °~ - 

| 148 |......d0.........-.--..-.---.| Nov. 30 | Note from Lord Derby; arrest ordered. 279 
° 149. |...... dO..........+..........| Dec. 4] Brent arrested, heard, and committed ; what pro- 279 

(Telegram.). 4 - ceedings will be taken. 
150 | Mr. Fish to ‘Mr. Pierrepont. -| Dec. ._ 5 | Conjectures as to precise course of legal proceed- 279 

: ve Boe fe _ ing in Brent’s case. 3 
151 | Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Fish..} Dec.. 7% | Reporting resumption of proceedings of extradi- 280 

es of. tion under treaty of 1842. a 
. 152 |...... dO..............-....---| Dec. 22 | Detailed report of proceedings in cases of Wins- 281 7 | 

Lo co ae op low, Brént, and Gray; the arrest, commuttal, oy 
. hearing, and extradition of Brent. fe 

153 |...--.dO ....-......-.........| Dec. 23 | Brent sent to the United States on the Parthia. | 284 
(Telegram.) Sp , — a, 

. 154) Mr. Fish to Sir E.’Thornton.; Dec. 23 | Satisfaction of the Government. of the United | 285 
- bes |. States at the action of Great Britain in cases of oo 

a ae 2S od -. Winslow, Brent, and Gray; the President will) 
class a. now respond to British demands of extradition. | 

155 | Sir E. Thornton to Mr. Fish | Dec. 24.) Reciprocal expressior of satisfaction at the con- 285 
Ps "ss |.* elusion of the controversy. —. . 

| 156 | Mr. Cadwalader’ to Mr. | Dec. 27) Full resumption of extradition: Surrender of one 286 — 
| Pierrepont. =p Alfred Brush on requisition of British minis- 

_ OT SPE Boe ter; the President’s special message to Congress 
i . . oe 187%, on the general subject. 

. 157.| Mr. Fish to Mr. Pierrepont..| Jan. 5 | Review of past misapprehensions as to the case 286 
mo EPR ’ of Lawrence: His case still in statu quo: 

158 | Mr. Pierrepontto Mr. Evarts.| Aug. 22.) A British commission appointed toinvestigatethe | 287 | . 
. ee laws relating to extradition; it may lead toa} | | 

|: OR ey -new treaty with the United States, by altering 
oe Be conflicting acts of Parliament. — fp 

ES GREECE. — Be, 

i 159 | Mr. Read to Mr. Evarts.....) Apr. 12 | Discovery of an ancient Greek treaty, relating to 289 
; *--- | - Alcibiades: Plaster cast thereof to be forwarded mo! 

: ob eb tte the Department. — - | eo, 
160 |......do.....................| May 10 | Discovery of the lost arms of the Venus of Milo: 289 4 

Casts will be forwarded to the Department. : 
161 |......d0.............--...---| May 16 | Remarkable discovery of the altar and site of the | 290 | | reser - | temple of Apollo Pythias: Description and com- 

Do - @ + ments. oe 
162 |... do... sn.......+---.-| July 11 | The lost arms of the Venus of Milo: Doubt 290 

| os EP - thrown on the authenticity of the reported dis- |: 
‘ : covery; one of the arms may belong to the 

t | gtatue; historical résumé of the original finding 
Sd ; of the statue in 1820. a ep 
163 |......dO0.......-..---2..5---.| July 24 ; Important discovery of archaic Spartan orna- 294 - 

oo . . - ments near Mount Hymettus: Dr. Schliemann’s 
. OO , historical conclusions confirmed. | : 

| . Co a HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. | Do a 

| . a 1876, Oo 
164.| Mr. Peirce to Mr. Fish......| Oct. “1 | Reciprocity treaty between, the United States and 295. 
uO NO _ | “Hawaii proclaimed by King Kalakaua : To take | ae 

ann oe effect from September 9, 1876—the same day it | 
a ; | . ‘| © took effect‘in the United States. 

os ce 187%. os 

; 165-|-Mr. Peirce to Mr. Evarts....| Apr. 13 | Death of Prince Leleiohoku: General mourning 297 
| , re .  —| . for’him; his sister appointed heir apparent in 

a . | a his place. | 
. 166 |......dO..........022-0-e0---| May. 29 | The British treaty with Hawaii: Articles 4,5,and | 297 | 

i _ Jo ° |. 6 denounced; Hawaian governnment objects tof = 
- conceding to Great Britain the rights granted to 
_ the United States under the recent reciprocity | — . 

treaty. .
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167 | Mr. Peireé to Mr. Evarts ...| May 31 | Hawaiian proclamation of neutrality inthe Russo- | 298 Je 
Os - Turkish war: Question of adherence to the con-'| — 

. op, | vention of 1854; arrival of a Russian fleet at |. ee 
| on . . a Honolulu ; civilities exchanged.’ fe oe 

oes AAT | ge | | 

po ey ee So bh IBN fee ce a ae od Ip 0 Let | 
168 | Mr. Bassett to Mr. Evarts -.|"May 28) Political and social condition of Hayti: Messageof | 299 . 

Dean SE aoe Pah § ~~. | President Canal; good disposition of the presi-'| - mo a 
| o a st dént; synoptical review of the message, with |} |. ; 

169 |. ..25.d0 Jel e eee eee ecleese.| July 21 | The religious question: Controversy as toecclesi- | 310 — | 
ES ce . ope bk astical marriages; growth of Protestantism in| Se 

pel Pa Pe pp Hayti ; historical résumé, the.Catholic priest-.|. 0. | 
. Oo us tee A | o. «>|: Hood in Hayti almost entirely French. = |” eo ; 

170 |...-.d0 0... ee secoeevsee:} Aug. 11| Relations between the Haytian and Dominican | 313. : : 
ep pe | governments: Cireular note from .the.plenipo- |. ~ - ; 

. ok. | -tentiary of Santo Domingo; he complains of ~ £— 
- oe, . : protection to Dominican conspirators. . | 

“AM |... do oe elles. e| Atg. 17} A ministerial crisis: Question of parliamentary.|. 316 _ | 
a Lo - | privilege; adverse vote of the chamber.against | = : 

oof a , foe | two of President Canal’s ministers... 0 ees oo : 
172 | ..225.d0 Lec. cccveeedeecel.| Sept. -3| Fhe same subject: Fuller report of the crisis; its | 317 OG 

- oo ft origin; the defeated ministers retire; two new ;  &§ 
ee 2 Pe + -ones appointed. by decree; popular satisfaction. |. . : 

. neers . at the result; unpatriotic character of political.| _ oo a : 
nn i - movements in Hayti. —_ : 

PALLY, Sor SR | 

: re WB. ep | &§ 
_ 1%3 | Mr. Marsh to Mr. Fish......| Nov. 16}. Elections for the new chamber of deputies: Large | 322 , 

ministerial vote ; several prominent public men | —— 5 
defeated ; the, elections uncontrolled by the gov- 7 Og 

oo _ ernment; dangers of too large a majority; re- | | 
18 form measures to be considered ; comments. — | £ 

174 | Mr. Marsh to Mr. Evarts ..-| Apr. 23] Seditious outbreak in Central and Southern Italy; | 323 
Character of the attempt; its suppression ; many | -  &§ 

ts - arrests made ; the internationals in Italy ; prev- &£ 
. Po Oo She boo | .. alence.of crimes against the person; character | — : 

LEE Ss MS a a eB ys |-.0f Italian liberty ; depression in manufactures. | | 
175 |...6..d0 ceece leew ecu ec..cee.| May 8) The clergy and the Italian government: Rejection 327 . 

. me | of the bill for repressing clerical attacks on | 
Pt ee oa des sp the religious policy. of the government; causes | = E 
ets Boe | Of this ministerial defeat. . ~ &£ 

/ 176 |....2. dO... 2c eeecaleels. ee. | May. 10) The same subject: Results of the governmental . 328 | 3 
Se a oe de . |» defeat; retirement of Mr. Sella from the presi- on : 

ee Bo oop dency of the constitutional association ; possible |... 
re Bo ~ | erisis with parliamentary dissolution and new . Ba E 

) | ft elections; violence of clerical opposition to the | - ar 
, Oo CS  , | King’s...government;. editorial article from |. ~ . : 

= - oa | oJ’ Opinione. . a oe — oF 
177 | eee. dOl ee eee] May. 2 The same subject: Increased agitation; influence |-. 330 — 
a ae oo ~ 4). of.recent political events in France; reported . 

. fo oto a pacific assurances of President MacMahon; the | — oa : 
poe ee Ee Sp ree TP | tariff question ; the late papal allocution; diffi- | 7 : 

. cs ee _. 4... eulties.of dealing with the clerical question. _ pe ee 
: (P78 |... 22.dO fee essceceescesc.....] dune 1} The political situation: Victories of the govern-.| 331 | 

: We —» + menton tariff measures; the question of reform E 
ee Pe be Of taxation. 2 ee ef : 

_ 179 | Baron Blane to Mr. Fish ....| Mar. 7) Aryan civilization in India: Prize of 500 francs |. 332 
. as ee ree bo | Offered by the Italian government, on occasion | - OE 

: oe Se of the fourth congress of orientalists at Florence, |. 
| ce Ee oe de |b 1378, for the best work on the subject. ; 
| 180 | Count Litta to Mr. Evarts ..; May. 21| The same subject: Transmitting an additional | 333 j 

. . |. notice to competitors for the offered prize... == | He | 
181 |...20.d0 2 | May © 26) Italian proclamation of neutrality im thé Russo: | © 333 : 

oS -. Turkish war. oo 
182 | ....5-d0 ......0..2-2----0----| Sept. 15| Consular convention between Italy and the United 334.  &€ 

ae a ee |. States of February 8, 1¢68: Official notification | 
pe fee . Se . of the desire of the Italian government to ter- : 
EE Po oe es minate the same. . : . 

#83 | Mr. Seward to Count: Litta..| Sept. 20 | The same subject.:, Acknowledging the foregoing} - 334 = 
| ae oe | | denunciation of the convention. ee foo | :
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1876. a | , oo 
184 | Mr. Bingham to Mr. Fish...| Oct. 24 | The Ogasawara (Bonin) Islands: Promulgation of 334 ; 

: regulations for local government; their charac- . 
. ter as affecting American vessels and citizens; oo 

. _. question of jurisdiction involved. , 
185 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Bingham...| Dec. 20 | The same subject: Analysis of the recent regula- 33% . 

oo, tions; the Japanese Government to be urged to | = 
| * effectively open trade ; jurisdiction over Ameri- 

_ en cans will be contrary to treaty. 

186 | Mr. Bingham to Mr. Fish...| Jan. 6 | Transmitting Japanese post-office report for June 337 
- 30, 1876: Increase of receipts ; establishment of . 

a subsidized mail-steamship company by the . 
| Japanese Government. . 

. 187 |......d0......................; Jan. 16 | Imperial order for the reduction of taxes and ex- 338 
penditures: -Taxes reduced $8,000,000 ; large dis- Ss 
missal of employés and reduction of salaries. 

L 188 |......do0..................-.. | Jan. 18 | Protection of American citizens in the Ogasawara 341 
~ Islands: Reported violation of their property 

1 oS Ce _ rights there; an investigation ordered. ee 
1 189 |......d0.................:.-..| Jan. 30 | Japanese financial statement and estimates: Mr. 342 
. Bingham: comments on the small returns from 

customs duties. 
190 |....-.d0...................--.| Feb. 9 | Railway progress in Japan: Opening of a line 348 

, ~ a ' from. Kiéto. to Kobe, 55 miles; ceremonies. m 
1 191 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Bingham...| Feb. 23 | The Ogasawara Islands: Question of jurisdiction 348 

. - . over Americans; prompt reparation called for a 
an . de --|. in caseof Mr. Nye. — 

| 192 | Mr. Bingham to Mr. Fish...; Feb. 23 | The Satsuma rebellion: Insurrection in the prov- 349 
|. me ince of Kagoshima ; Prince Arisugowaf{sent with 
| forces to suppress it; imperial proclamation ; 
| . ‘ suggestion by Mr. Bingham relative to possible | 
| - | ' |” participation of Americans in the rising. ~ 

| 193 |......d0.............--.......| Feb. 27 | The opening of the Kidto railway: Congratu- 349 
| . latory address of the foreign representatives . 7 
| ; and reply of the Tenno. . 
: 194 |......d0...........,-..--..--.| Mar. 6 | The Satsuma rebellion: Deposition of General 300 

! Be ME Saigo; he declares his innocence of complicity | 
lin the movement; his career. . oe 

"195 |......d0....-........-...-2-2-| Mar. ,7 | The same subject: Transmitting the orders de- | . 353 
a, oe _ posing Saigo and other high generals. 

fo. . 196 |......d0.......0..-........-..| Apr. 21} The same subject: The siege of the castle of | 304 
. "1 Kumamoto raised ; flight of the insurgents; the 

Se : a ee | causes of the rebellion. | m 
: 197 | Mr. Bingham to Mr. Evarts.;| May 21.| Power of the Japanese government to grant nat- |. 354 

no Oe uralization: Inquiries on the subject made of ae 
: - os . Mr. Bingham; his opinion that the power. ex- 

“ _ ists;- question of foreign exterritoriality under |. 
‘| treaties; probability of a Japanese law of nat- | . : 

uralization. - . 
| 198 |......d0.............-....:.-.| May 23 | The Satsuma rebellion: Promotion of Mr. Kuroda 355 

. tothe temporary post of,inspector-general of war 
iy oO . because of the efficiency of his counsel in effect- 

ing the relief of Kumamoto castle. . 
199 |....-.d0.........-.....------.| May 23 | The same subject: Continuance of the insurrec- 356 = 

tion; probabilities of its suppression ; proclama- 
. .| tion by Prince Arisugowa. 7 

200 |..-...d0............. .....--.| May 31 | The same subject: Proclamation of amnesty to 3957 
the insurgents. . sO 

Q01 |......d0...........-----.----.| June 18 |. Japanese customs report for April, 1877: Imports 357 
. | largely in excess of exports; the exportation of . 

| oe _ treasure; tonnage of United States vessels trad- a 
ing with Japan in April nearly equal to that of 

\ | all other nations. . . 
202 |......do.................---..| June 23 | The Satsuma rebellion: Its approaching suppres- 358 

sion. - 
203 |......d0................-..--.| July 24 | The same subject: Correspondence between Ad- 358 

| oe Ho . . miral Kawamura and the rebellious army ;- 
: . me grounds alleged in justification of the revolt. | 

204 |......d0..........+....-0-0---| July 24 | The political situation: Memorial of the Ris- 360 
shisha of Tosa to the Mikado; it is rejected and - 
returned; comments... 

a | a : LIBERIA. . . | : 

: | | : 1877. | _ : 
| ' 205 | Mr. Turner to Mr. Evarts...; June 7 /[ The election for. president and vice-president : 369 
| slowness of the returns; the candidates; elec- | . 
4 a me . . tion of ‘Mr. Gardner;- the legislature anti-for- | . 

| mo a 7 eign; comments of Mr Turner. 

| .
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206 | Mr. Turner to Mr. Evarts ..| Sept. 3 | Negro emigration from the southern United States 379 
oe . . to Liberia: Comments of Mr. Turner on the , 

te ‘operations of the American Colonization So- 
oo . ciety ; general unsuitableness of Liberia forim- | 

re A od. | migration; discontent of the colonists; their | — 
oe ee - “non-assimilation with the natives; Liberia es- : 

: - OE I - | -gentially native-African. — . a 

MEXICO, 7 |  & 

a a 4 1876. . . = oe , 
907 | Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish .....| Nov. 11 | The political situation; A committee of deputies | 376 — : 

: : ee a : . | -deelares: Lerdo elected ; protest of the minority; |. - | : 
Poa ye ‘| action of the supreme court under the lead of : 

poo ee es poe | Chief-Justice Iglesias ; the court arrested ; man- 
Thy foe ifesto of Iglesias, assuming the presidency ad*; . . 

. Spee see . J. 2 | interim ; attitude of General Diaz and his party ; So E 
. | military movements already begun. oe . _&§ 

908 }....2.do 2... .eceeseeeeeseeee-| Nov. 17} The same subject: Continuance of the struggle; |. 3g0 . a8 : 
. . ot | movements of Iglesias and his party ; reported e 

. fe > agreement between Iglesias and Diaz. eee oS : 
209 [22.020 . cee cence seecaes---| Nov. 28) The revolution: Diaz defeats the federal forces’; -382 : 

oo Os 2 Speier at Tecoac; the garrison of Puebla pronounces | _ UE 
ees Be ee for Diaz; excitement in Mexico; President |  —  & 

- . Lerdo abandons the capital ;. entry of Diaz; &€ 
oe . movements of Iglesias; disagreements between ees : 

. PORES gS po ' ‘Diaz and Iglesias; Diaz assumes the presi- &£ 
a os oy dency; his high character. - “ . : 

 Q10 |... 2do lees. ae eee ene cccese! Nov. 28 | Loan of $500,000 to Diaz’s government, $300,000 to ; 385 _ ; 
: a —— ~~.) be devoted to paying the United States the first -&£ 

. 7 ~ installment of the Mexican claims awards. oe 
- Q11 |......do ..................-.-| Nov. 29 | Proclamation of General. Porfirio Diaz as presi- 385 : 

oe ~ - | dent: A cabinet formed ; hostilities expected at | : 
a oo |) an early day. Ld : 

Q12 |... do ...-----eaee---e----| Dee. 8 | The revolution: Decree of Diaz, of September 26, | 386. — : 
| _ foo + 1396, invalidating contracts with the Lerdo gov- . ; 

. — - | ° ernment; its effect if made retroactive; Ameri- . E 
pe ope can contracts involved. — . 4 . -— 
Q13 |...22.dO ..c.2.- eee wee ennee-| Dee. 15 | The same subject: The Iglesias. government ad- 387 . a 
Oe — |} dresses Mr. Foster from Querétaro, inviting rec- : 

oo mo Bee oe : | ognition; his reply. oe re i “ &§ 
214 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Foster ......| Dec. 20} The awards under the Mexican claims conven-| 388 oo : 

oy os. Lo tion: Question as to the amount due and deduc- : 
a PE SS ss . |. tion of expenses of the commission left totheop-| 

: Ba ~ tion of Mexico.  &£ 
215 | Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish .....| Dec. 30} The revolution : Movement of the forces of Diaz) 390 : 

me ees against Iglesias; large accessions: to Diaz’s |: . : 
eee 4 oo |. force; the question of the annulled contracts ; : 

fo Aue es oly: 1 | financial measures of the Diaz government. = =| = . - 
. 1877, oF oo 7 oo F 

. 216 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Foster .....| Jan. 19 | Instruction as to contingent recognition of the} 394 : 
Ra we government of Diaz: Questions of the Mexican | - oT : 

_ a awards and the annulled contracts. a : 
217 | Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish .....| Jan. 20 | The awards under the Mexican claims conven- | 395 - E 

a ‘| tion: The money already sent to the United | ° : 
4 - . -. States ; balance of expenses deducted. i. E 

— 218 112.2 dO wee eee eee eeeeeseeeees| Feb. 19 | Diaz’s administration: Mr. Foster officially noti- 395 wos 
- . . cos fied of his return to Mexico; flight of Lerdo.and | 

ae i Iglesias; general submission to the authority of | : 
. . Sy - . | Diaz; circular announcing his policy. > . E 

219: |. Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts ...| Mar. 23} Consular asylam: The late governor of Sinaloa |. 398. | 
. Poe ae < : |. takes refuge in the United States consulate at a F 

co i , ‘Mazatlan; he is removed thence by an officer of | o£ 
coed GBS a Diaz’s forces; representations made to the Diaz a ae 

Ee as - government ; a report and reparation promised. : . a 
220 |......d0....-00.202--02.200--] Mar, 30 | The revolution: Diaz in full possession ; cessation 400 1 

a a a aps of. armed resistance; legislative movements ;. F 
. - PoE e constitutional questions involved in the action _ , 

. . . - S | of the chamber of deputies ; manifestoes. pub- . oF 
| eT, lished by Lerdo and Iglesias; arrest of partisans eo ££ 

ae too -| of Lerdo. - . fo j 
© O20 | dO eee ee eee ee eee eens) Apr. 24 | The Texan border troubles: Colonel Shafter’s re- | 401 7 

a woof 7 foo. eo |} port on recent Indian raids; interview of Mr.) . - | 
oS foe Foster with Sefior Vallarta; inefficacy of Gen- | . 

- | eral Blanco’s mission to Matamoras; need of 
oo me . _ prompt action urged on Mexican authorities. — Ba
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| No.| From whom and to whom. | Date. _ *. Subject. . | Page. 

1877. Se | 
222 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Foster...| May 16 | The United States and Mexico: General review.| 403 | 

of the question of recognizing Diaz; the Texas 
raids; the action of the United States depend- oo, 

: . oo oe | _ ent on the suppression of the raids by Mexico. 
t 223 | Mr. Foster te Mr. Evarts....| May 28 | The Texan bordertroubles: Complaint of immu-| 405 
| . ee nity given to Lerdo’s partisans in Texas; Mr. 

. | Foster shows that Diaz had enjoyed equal im- 
. oe | ‘munities; the raids into Mexico by the Lerdist 

_ chief, Valdez. 
| 224 |......do ................-.-.-| June 5 | Reparation made for the outrage on the United 406 
| States consul at Acapulco: Deposition of Gen- | — 
| -{- eral Jimenez and salute to the American flag ; 

arrival of Jimenez in Mexico. . 
. 225 |.22---dO --..0...e00----ee-e--| June 16 | Recognition of the Diaz government by Germany, 409 

Salvador, Guatemala, and Spain. — 
. 226 }..26- dO osc. eee eee ece.| JUNE 20} The question of recognition of Diaz: Interview 410 

—_ a with Sefior Vallarta; his arguments in favor of © 
. . recognition ; the border troubles ;x General [re- 

|. | vio sent to the frontier with troops; Mr. Fos- 
OO ‘ ; ter’s reply ; recognition dependent on mainten- 

ance of order on the frontier; full report of the oF 
. | -conference. oo 

237 | Mr. Kvarts to Mr. Foster....| June 21 | The ‘lexan bordertroubles: ThetroopsofDiazpur-{ 413 
6 . . a , pe 1. gue defeated Lerdistsinto Texas; disavowal of the 

- - . _. |. aet and reparation for the same to be demanded. 
228 | Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts....| June 21 | The same subject: Orders issued to General Tre-| 416 

S oh. | -wifio in retaliation for the instructions given by 
a oo ode oo |. Secretary MeCrary to General Ord; protest of 

oe oo be |} Mr. Foster. - : a . 
229 | Mr. Evarts to Mr. Foster. ...; June 22.| The same subject: General Ord instructed to co- 418 

| ne operate with Mexican general to preserve order 
| }. - and repress outlawry on the frontier. 

R30 [22222 dO seceeesceesctcceeeee-| July 3 | The occupation of Acapulco by General Alvarez:-| 419 
| . The city fired upon by the fort; a deputation of 

consuls, under the United States flag, also fired 
a |, upon; explanation to be demanded. oe fe. 

231 | Mr. Foster to Mr. Evaris....| July 13 | The Texan border troubles: Results of the con- | 419 
- |. .ferenee between Generals Ord and Trevifio; 

obo 4. angry discussion thereon in the Mexican press ; — 
| | oF publication of General Trevifio’s report of the | 

: : foo ob eonference, : . 
* 232 fence dO -..--.200.---.ceeee-| July 18 | Extraordinary taxation: Important decision of 423 

. Le oe, ois fo sd the Mexican supreme court; the tax levied by |. ae 
. =. _ |: President Lerdo declared unconstitutional. . - . 

233 [..5---dO ......eeeeeeeneeeeues| July 21’, The Texan border troubles: Complaints of the} 424 
| |. operations of the Lerdists in Texas; action of |... - 

. -..}..Mr, Kester in reporting the same. 
| 284 |e dO 22ers eccneneeeeess| July 23 The centennial exhibition: Distribution of the 425. 
| _ awards to Mexican expositors ; the ceremonies; | : 
| . _. good feeling thereat. __ OE . 

: 235 |..----dO .-.0. 2.2.22 .-seeeee-| July 30 | The political situation: The non-recognition move- | 425 
. ment in Guerrero; deposition of Governor Al- | | . 

varez; the elections for senators; Italy recog- | 
- nizes Diam - - : 

236 |. -2--2dO ....0-0-seeees-cueses| Aug. 6 | Railroads in Mexico: Report thereon by the gov- | 426 . 
ernment inspector; review and comments by 

. | "|. Mr, Foster. - - oS 

| MOROCCO. | | 

. 1876. | a a . 
| 237 | Mr. Mathews to Mr. Fish..-.| Dec. 30 | Revolt of the tribes on the Algerian frontier and {| 480 

ps _ their subjugation: Causes of the revolt; assas- 
. sination of the lieutenant-governor of Anjera ; 

| return of thg Moorish embassy from England, 
| | France, and Italy; satisfactory result of the . 
| : : : _ visit; Moorish soldiers sént to Gibraltar to learn 

‘military discipline; the Moors not excited over 
: | { the Turco-Russian war; arrival of a new French 

| . : envoy; representatives of European govern- 
| . ments to visit the Sultan. 

: 238 | Mr. Mathews to Mr. Evarts..; July 28 | The Christian cemetery at Tangier: The Sultan | ° 432 
| - fs presents to the foreign representatives a plot 

of ground for its enlargement.



ee ee ss LIST. OF PAPERS, | XLI 

-; No.| From whom and to whom. | Date. Subject. Tae, [Page oe . 

7 939: | Mr. Caldwell to Mr. Evarts..| Apr. 24 | Assassiniition of President Gillat Astincion, April.| 482 =... | 
. OE 8 . oe | 12: His brother shot at the same time; the as-; | : 

are eS ‘| gassinis attempt a revolution; Vice-President | -. . . 
. ooh Se A. | -Uriarte assumes the presidency. © 0.08) fo | 

benhi Bob ere i a i : __ 3 : . . . . ‘ . . &§ 

-. 940 | Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Fish ss....| Sept. 21°| The political situation: Little done by congress; ; 433 | - 
eo, ee Po ed eontested-election cases; movements of Presi- |. — —— _ &§ 
DOES ee ee | dent Prado. oO pi a ured a a Oey ee . . 4 

GAL | eceesdO. veeucs ace cwiaedsvee.| Oct. 13 | Lhe same subject: Revolutionary movement in| 434 a . 
oe poe b= faverof Piérola; the ‘ civilists”’ in. congress ; oe . : 

Pu pay Cie a Sepa fk St as a 4}... grrests of Piérola’s partisans; Piérola retires | og Be 
| Pee ee pL from -Moquegua. - Le ag | oe te : 

249 |ecweelO vows. te ewes csweesee.| Nove 13.) Chittese in Peru: Report as totheir conditionand | 435 — ce ok 
ee che poe _ |. - future prospects ; the Chinese emigration treaty | ; 

: es |< of, 1874; the Olyphant steamship line between) . > — 
Pe . ‘are - Callao and Asiatic ports. ee See : 

O43 licens. dO .22- sees eeeeeeee-.| Jan. 17: | Mining law of Peru: An amended codepassed by | 437 | 
an one a ~ a ‘the Peruvian Congress ; its features. oe pe E 
244 | Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Evarts.....| May 11 | Chinese immigration to Peru: Contract with Oly- 438 

; — |. phant & Co.; advantages of the present plan; | — | ; 
ey ; 4 “not likely to entail the abusés of thé old codlie} ; 

ee traffic. 7 eee 4 . 
Q45 |ewewe MO veeecaveceeseestee./-| May 12 | The tidal wave on the Peruvian coast: Some par-:; 444 . : 

ae . ~ fo. |. tienlars of the phenomenon. re . : 
Q46 |eeeeetO wore savecs eveuseeaee.| May 12 | The political situation: Large removal of ‘‘eivil- | 441. ; 

rio Joe ists ’ from office; seizure of the iron-clad Huas- pees : 
a o _ . confess 2: 4. Gar at Callao by adherents of Piérola; the j —— 

: | | . Lb. government, by decree, disavows responsibility | —&§ 
oe a a |. for the acts.of the Huascar; arrival of the Brit-. = : 

. ee _-| ish frigate Shah at Callao. . : 
Q47 |.-----00 ...--..-2..--5.------| May 19 | The. tidal wave: Great destruction of shipping | 444 : 

- and property;.guano deposits swept away;| oo o£ 
ae is _ . _ -., lossés tothe revenue. 9 mo : 

— Q48 [eae dO oc es. cree ees psee---| TUNE 1 | The Hwascar affair: She summons Pisagua to sur- | 444 . = : 
/ Cp OY eee , -yender; the town captured; combat with the; = =~... : 

ae - | -Shah and Amethyst; bitter feeling against the F 
. English; excitement at Lima; the Huascar cap- ee q 

ce a I. |. itulates to the Peruvian fléet; Piérola rejects; ne E 
| —— ups . / | -gwarantees of safety. oe 

QA9 |--2 0-0 02+ ese eeeees--s-e--| Sune 12 | The Huascar affair: Deep feeling against the | 446 : 
a . _..-} English ; Piérola the hero of the day ; comments |_| 

we ot Coe be. om the battle with the Shah; its lessons. .. ae 
Q50 j-we oe dO verse ecee eee seeeeee.| June 12 | The saniée subject: The Peruvian government ac- 447. : 

SO abs BE @tged: of connivance with the. English -in the - : 
” SEE ee | éttack.on the Huascar; a cabinet crisis; at-| eK 

co -- Cle ees bb tempted “deposition of President. Prado atGal-|).- 9 =. SE 
| . . - ba gs la, | lao; failure of the movement. ae Be ; 

Q5L [one e--O cece ee veesteeeesceess| Fuly 20) The political situation: . Movements. of .Piéréla;.|. 447 0. og 
; Oye ES SP ob he is ‘‘ostracised”’ to Chili; enthusiastic recep- | ~ Oe : : 

ee oe po aL toni Lima of the crew of. the Huascar....».. :. | See &£— 
Q5Q [one e 2 sdO . cee eee eee ews eeeese) Atig. 6 | Immigration to Peru: Character of the coloniza- | 448 oe, ; 

ee - a | tion laws; the Immigration Society and its op- es - : 
ERB Ee oo Joocoo F. epdtions; the foreign trade; the Pacifie Steam |} 

fos eevee fous 1" Navigation Company; American linesof steam- | — . Coes F 
oo PE oop ss Ee ceesmeeded ; the Italian immigration the largest ; Os 

BY | CO gcc ees: eo we ds the Chinese, German, and French -elémeéits; |} a : 
oo po oo he Sie | ~Americans in Peru; their backwardness in a es 

| we a ee oo founding great cotnmerciél hotises. © F 

PBT ore Oe ES ee : 
253 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Moran ......) Nov. 28 | Détertiination of South American longitudes: Co- | 451 fae 
ef | Operation of Portugal requested. 2... fo oo 
254°] Mr. Moran to Mr. Fish...--.| Nov: 30:| The death of Field-Marshal the Duke of Saldanha: |-. 451 7 
Sf pe) A sketth of his remarkable career; comments | _ fo : 

Ege Pe IN ge oPoe Of Mr. Moran. - pop ep ate 
QBS eee dO see eee. | Dec. 23 | Discovery of acoralreef between Fayal and Cape’ | 454 a [ 

Beg fis P00 SE Se _ S§t. Vincent by the United States steamer Get-|  - | 
. aca OS 3 wee oo tysburg; the discovery nidde known to thé Por- |) Ce : 

| | oo 7 - | tuguesé government. ES oy Boe oe
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No. | From whom and to whom. Date. | - . . Subject. _...| Page. 

: 1877. . . 
a 256 | Mr. Moran to Mr. Fish .....| Jan. 3 | The political and financial situation: Opening of | 455. 

_ .-t- the Cortes; relations with Spain; railways in 
| Portugal; the Beira Alta line; its great utility. co 

207 |..2---dO .........------.----:| Jan. 9 | The. monetary commission’s interrogatories: A 457. 
a pamphlet reply, in English, preparedand printed : 

. by the Lisbon Chamber of Commerce; its valu- | - 
| . . able character.. - 

258 |..----dO .........-.....-----./ Jan. 16 | Determination of South American longitudes: |° 457. 
, Readiness of the Portuguese government to co- 

| “ operate. 
. 259 |..----dO .........-...--.-....| Mar. 13 | The same subject: Orders issued to the naval 459 

. officers of Portugal instructing them to co-oper-| . | 
jo . ate with those of the United States. . 

260 | Mr. Evarts to Mr. Moran ...| May 47 The samesubject: The time for undertaking the 460 
|. work not yet fixéd; thanks to the Portuguese | °_ - . 

+ government for its co-operation. 
| 261 | Mr. Moran to Mr. Evarts...| May 24 | Portuguese diplomatic documents: ‘‘ White Book’’ 461 

ne transmitted ; the Portuguese government and , 
|. . . the East African slave-trade ; the Hispano-Por- 

| — tuguese treaty of January 16, 1877. 
| 262 |..----O ..........0+---------| May 29 | Determination of South American longitudes: 461 
|. Mr. Moran's note on the subject to the Marquis oo 

d’ A vila. pte 

. RUSSIA. © : 

of 1876. ge 8 a 
263 | Mr. Beker to Mr. Fish......} Oct. 9 | Life-Saving Society of Russia: Information as to 462 

. _ 7 > |} its history and operations. 
264 [2222 - AO Looe eee eeeeceeeneee| Nov. 2 | The Turco-Servian war: Capture of Djunis by the 463 

| a Turks; heavy loss among the Russian volun- 
| me ‘ _ | teers; Russia’s ultimatum to the Porte concern- 

| , | “ing the armistice; the condition of Turkey. | 
265 |...---dO ........-..-..-.----.| Dec.. 8 | Army recruiting in Russia: Synopsis of the prin- 464 — 

-- | -eipal ‘provisions for levying troops under the 
| : at --|-- law of compulsory service, == * 

| 26 | ..220.d0 2.2... - eee eeeeeneee| Mar. 2 |The Eastern question: Efforts of the war partyin | 466 
! pe te Russia; the Moscow: speech of the Emperor; | = 
| Po 7 [| influence of the internationals; the army anx- | | 
| . oe, are ious for war; progress of mobilization; com- | — 
pO : : ments. me a 

267 | Mr. Atkinson to Mr. Evarts.| Apr. 16 ; The same subject: Turkey’s rejection of the Lon- 468 
foc, foo» = |...den protocol; active preparations for war ; specu- . 
| LO . co lations as to its course and results; comparison 
| . of the two armies. . . oe . 
| 268 | 22.220... eee peewee seeeenee} Apr. 23 | The same.subject: Departure of the Emperor for | 469 — 

+ | Kischineff; review at Bierzoula; the Emperor’s | 
| _ a speech to the soldiers; the Turkish embassy | 

- - ready for departure from St. Petersburg. — 
| 269 |......dO .............-..---..| Apr. 24 | The same subject: Declaration of war; the Em- 470 
; " peror’s proclamation, — 

- 270 |...--.d0 ........-.--4---2.---| May 25 | The Russian telegraphic system: Report for 1875; | . 471 
io os progress of telegraphsin Russia. ~~ mo 

- 271 |...--.dO .......--..----..----| May 25 | Railway ambulance train: Description of a new 472 
eo v and improved ambulance, just dispatched to the 

Oe ae ront:. - 
272 | Mr. Boker to Mr. Evarts....| July 18 | The Russo-Turkish war: The Balkans crossed; | 473 

fo ~~ +. Kesanlyk eceupied ; Nikopolis carried by storm ; 
, , ’ Russian check in Asia Minor. 

j 273 | Mr. Shishkin to Mr. Evarts.| May 19 | The same subject: Official notification of the 474 
Ts commencement of hostilities. _ 

| 274 | Mr. Evarts to Mr. Shishkin.| May 19 | The same subject: Acknowledgment of the fore- | 475 
. | going; the rights of American citizens during 

the war. oe , 7 : 
275 | Mr. Shishkin to Mr. Evaris.| June 11 | Thesame subject: The blockade of the Black Sea, 45. 

. and. the declaration of Paris of 1856; the views ; 
oe of the United States requested. . . 

| . 276 | Mr. Evarts to Mr. Shishkin.| June 12 | The Black Sea blockade: Views of the Govern- 476 
| . ment of the United States thereon and on the a 
| ” - question of torpedoes. 

277 | Mr. Shishkin to Mr. Evarts | June 23 | The war: Imperial regulations promulgated con- | 476. 
| , oo : cerning the relations between the belligerents 

| oo . ee and the subjects of neutral powers. 
Q78 | ...--.dO .... eenteeeeoeees----| June 26 | The war: Neutral vessels. to havé the right to 478. 

an coast-trade in the Black Sea and Sea of Azof. - 
979 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Shishkin.| June 29 | The war: Acknowledging receipt of the imperial 478 
e . a regulations in regard to Turkish and neutral 

| : i | subjects. . | .
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| = 1877, | seh ee 7 
280 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Shishkin.| June 29 |,The war: Acknowledging circular as to neutral 479. Se 

oe . — . coast-trade in the Black Sea and Sea of Azof. |. ney OE 
. 281.| Mr. Shishkin to Mr. Evarts.| Aug. $; | The war: Transmitting regulations concerning |. 479 a 

ae - 2 . entrance and departure of vessels from certain |. oo | 
7 Cs . _ Russian ports during the war. . . 

| | a STAM. oa a | 

282 | The minister of foreign af- | May. 30 | Siam and the centennial exhibition: The Siamese 480 oe 
. fairs of Siam to Mr. Fish. |... ._—-|... exhibit offered as a gift to the United States. me i 

283 | Mr. Evarts to the minister | Aprili1 | The same subject: Interesting character of the; 481 | a 
. «|. Of foreign affairs of Siam. -.'.. | . Siamese exhibit. ee ; . . &— 
284 | ..20--dO 2... ee eneene---see-| NOV; 2 | The same subject: Acceptance of the valuable; 48% — tg 

- os : pe 4 @oHection presented to the United States; corre- | | SE 
Oy Pp ee SP ~ spondence on the subject with the Secretary of . 

rr ef the Navy. ek Ce a oo 

oo | SPAIN, | aan mo 

285 | Mr. Adee to Mr. Fish.......| Nov.,.4 | The political situation: Skillful statesmanship of 482 oot 
pe - .. |). Myr. Cénovas; efforts of the opposition ; the ex- | - . o£ 

a . Queen at Seville; the suspension of constitu- . .#— 
; a - | tional guarantees; the press-laws; the financial | — o£ 

. {- . ~ outlook bad; the Cuban news reassuring; for- | | ag a 
eign relations; the work before the Cortes. — 2 mo 

- 286 | .2-0--dO eee ee eee seeneeees-| Nov. 8 | A financial operation: Dofia Baldomera Larrastarts 485. 
a a a Bo a mysterious savings-bank, paying 20 per cent.a |.» -  &€§ 

ae BE oo be month; the character of the scheme; itssuccess; | 
. me : ode . _non-interference of the authorities. = fs a : 
287 |...-..d0 ..-...............--.| Nov. 11.| The presidential election in the United States: 486 &£— 

= . L fo. The.Spanish press on the supposed results; ap- | - . . F 
Se |... + prehensions of unfavorable influence on the re- | ~ ; 

. lations between the United States and Spain. =} f E 
288 |...-..d0 ........-............| Dec. 4 | The war in Cuba: Interpellation of General Con- | 490 . 

. Co cha in the senate; reply of the ministers of state * : 
ot pe ee and war. ; . : 
| 1877. co oo | og 
289 | Mr. Cushing to Mr. Fish....; Jan. 13 | Diplomatic immunities in Spain: The diplomatic | 492 iB 
Pes So | _ |. body confer and protest against the provisionof |= 

oo _ |» the code of procedure in regard to taking the. ER 
pe en Sen evidence of foreign representatives for use in | . ae : 
pe eB Pe the courts; comments by Mr. Cushing. me E 

290 |... dO eee eee | Feb. 4 | The question of judicial procedure: Settlement of 495 ; 
- oo, en - J. the form. of trial of American citizens in Span- | - £- 

, - . . '| ish possessions under the treaty of 1795; proto- | - . : 
. ps gol signed to that end; historico-legal comments | - _ E 

CO EN ge pe ‘of Mr. Cushing. — - ce 
291 | Mr. Cushing to Mr. Evarts..; Mar. 30 | Payment of the first half of the amount due by 497. . 

| - Sean 1 Spain to the United States on account of. the “ 
: - &wards of the Cuban claims commission; de- oo oo E 

ft -- |. tailed’ summary of thenegotiation. = = |... 3 
292 |Mr. Adee to Mr. Evarts......) April13 | The Spanish senate: Its reorganization underthe |} 503 - of 

a a ee new constitution ; appointment of life senators; | ° |. 
So oe fb the vacancies to be filled by election ; prospects | ws! ft 

fe | Of the opposition, = . a 
ROB [nee dO. eee eee en ee ee eee e--| April 29 | The budget for 1877-78: Presented to the Cértes; |. 505. - 

- Dd = ep prief analysis of its provisions; the questionof | =.=. | F 
ee LL rome ape fe 1 -eédulas personales; extraordinary imposts on |. 

eo de | Commerce; discriminations against foreign na-. i [ 
Pb ae |. tions not giving to Spain the most-favored-na- | | . ‘ : 

. fo a me 1 tion privilege ; prospects‘of the passage of the .&§ 
: oe - udget. - : - F 

| 294 |..---.d0 ....-...--..-+2-.----| May. 8 | Abolition of the Basque fueros: Assimilation of | 508 Oo 
~ . | Vizeaya-to the rest of the Spanish nation; the |‘ va : 

. . | foral question; the royal decree of abolition. ~ 
295 | .wnee dO. nese cence eeeeesese| May 24} The Philippine islands: Royal order in regard to | 509. - E 

| pf - the discriminating duties on. goods imported | E 
se : Doe ee | thither in Spanish bottoms. | : ee 
296 [-00-2-dO ....0-. ences eee seees| May 25 | The same subject: Royal order consolidating all.; 510 an 

nS ne of --- | shipping dues in the Philippines into one ton- | po § 
. hea Te od ool Nage tax. ; De E 

297 oon ee dO . eevee esos enesceeene| JUNE 28°) Judicial procedure: The protocol of January 12, | 512 cee ; 
| o fey —  b- 1877, has been officially promulgated in the :col- . . - 

: a . |? onies. ee Pe ;
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298 | Mr. Adée to Mr. Evarts.....| July 18 | The Bible'‘in Spain: An importation by an Améri-'| 513 
: can missionary at Barcelona detained for non-, 

_ . i compliance with customs rules; correspondence | - 
__On the subject. , 1 . 

| 299 | 22222200 .n.. 2-2 eeeeeee ee. -s.| July 19 | The “dead season :” Adjournment of the Cortes; 515 
a Madrid deserted by Kingand cabinet; theKing’s.| 

| journey to Galicia; stagnation of affairs. 
300 |..--..do .......5....-..-.--..| July 22 | The war in Cuba: Preparations for sending large 516 

| re-enforcements; the force now on the island ; 
| . hopefulness in Madrid. . 

. 301 |......d0 .......-...+.........| July 23 | The budget for 1877-’7%8: Its final passage; the | 517 
| 3 | : ” “| “thodifications: niade sinde its presentation ; in- 

: creased duties on imports from Atierica; ‘pro- 
, . , Posed revision Of thé consular tariff of fees in 

Oo ‘| eliefofcommercé. = 2 
lo. 302 |..---.d0.......2.5.5.ceee0e--.{ July 23 | The same subject: Royal order in relation to 518 

BS . Aijerican goods comimg through European); ~~ | 
| . bonded warehouses; no discrimination to be |. 

- male. oo ee 
303 |.....-d0......2...-.-..--..--.| July 26 | Office hours in the Malaga consulate: Inquiry of | . 519 , 

/ . ' a Malaga merchant; the question of keeping | . © 
the consulate open at night to accommodate | 
rade. - 

304 | Mr. Lowell to Mr. Evarts.. | Oct. 12 | Payment of the second half of the amount due by 521 
Spain on account of the awards thus far made |. — 

Co, So .. |. bythe Cuban claims commission. | 7 
| 305 | Mr. Mantilla to Mr. Seward .| Aug. 4 | American vessels in Cuban waters: The deten- | ~ 525 

: | tion of and firing upon the whaling-schooners 
es . Ellen -Rizpah and Rising Sun; action of Mr. 

eet Mantifia in advance of any complaint made; 
CS ae Ee eases of grievance will be investigated and rep- 

os bas aration made; explanation of the facts in these 
DSN cee two instances, 

306 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Mantilla..| Aug. 10 | The same subject: Acknowledgment of Mr. Man- 528 
| __ tilla’s note in this relation. . foe 

307 | Mr. Mantilla to Mr. Evarts..| Sept. 6 | The same subject: Case of the Edward Lee, re- | . 529 ~ 
: . - |. ported. in the newspapers to have been fired | 

So re ees Hpon by @, Spanish gunboat; comments and ex- | — 
| oo | ptanations of Mr. Mantilla - 

308 | Mr. Evarts to Mr. Mantilla..) Sept. 13 | The same subject: Acknowledgment of Mr. Man- 530. 

| | | SWEDEN AND NORWAY. , ke 

309 | Mr. Andrews to Mr. Fish-..| Oct. 20} Pauperism in Sweden: The retyrns for 1874 in | 531 — 
oo |. press; .Mr. Andrews.adds some additional data | — . 

| a __,to his dispatch No. 336. a 2 
310 |....-.d0................2...--| Dec. 6 | Civil service in Norway: Answers received from | 532 

| the Norwégian department of ecclesiastical af- . 
fF | Feti's and Public instruction to certain questions 
1877. | submitted toit on the subject. = . of oe 

311 |......d0 ..-.0...-........----| Mar. 12 | Spirittious liquors in Sweden: Discussion in the | 545 
ee oO Riksdag of measures for the prevention of in- 

ne oe fa porgperance. 
312 | Mr. Andrews to Mr. Evarts..| May 24|-The Russe-Turkish war: Swedish proclamationof | . 546 

| |" _ | neutrality; optnion as to the war. | 
313 |...2..dO. 02. eee eee e ee eneees| JULY 12] Approaching celebration of the four hundredth 546 

’ ee oe | - aniversary of the foundation of the University | | 
C a — a 4. |. of Upsala: Programme of the ceremonies. | = __. 

. 314 | Count Lewenhhaupt to Mr. | Aug. 6/ The international prison congress: Preparations | 547 . 
Evarts. oe for its meeting at Stockholm in August, 1878; | . 
es the United States invited to send a delegate. . 

315 | Mr. Seward to Couttt Lewen- | Aug. 14| The same subject: Question of the participation | 548. 
. ~ haupt. _ 7 ' Of the United States will be laid before Con- |. 

os ae . gress. ' fp 

oo , _ ~~ SWITZERLAND. | 

| " oe me | 1877. Te | | 
316 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Evarts......| Aug. 7 | Protection of Swiss citizens in the East during the | 548 
SS | Russo-Turkish war: Copy of a note on the sub- | 

. : _ | ject addressed to the Swiss foreign office. — . 
B17 | .22--- dO. cee secs eeseee---| Aug. 21 | The same. subject: Reply of the Swiss minister 549 

| Yt . _ for foreign affairs. 

j we : : . % . 

4 .
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! | we —_ 1876, | | a oe D 7 ne foe 
- 318. | Mr. Maynard to Mr. Fish...) Dec. 26.| The Eastern question: The conference at Con- 549 

: Sip def eee 2R JS IS EB SE p "|. gtantinople;” preliminary: consultations of the | = ney | 
: Me - | .. plenipotentiaries ; the proposed demands of the , - : J 

7 oe! : a 4. powers, autonomy, disarmament, and power to | - 
ep PS bos Bien enforce. reforms; Midhat Pashaappointed grand.|- woe 

ee oS ee Blo TE pate face vizier; promulgation of aconstitution ; the first a be 

Po BID Le dO... eee eee eee. ees.) dan. 30:) The same. subject: Failure of the conferenée; | 551 ae ce 
Poe CO vances te Yo departure of the plenipotentiaries; the proposi- oe 
os Ua Sgt a - -.tions of the conference; their. rejection. by. : 

ot ATS ES Set Do bo “Parkey; Mr. Schuyler’s report on the subject ; |. 
Poe CoH Ong . cf ~~ eomments of Mr. Maynard. .. _ ee . . 
Po + 820 |. ..2e. dO sees l. eles. eee ece. | Feb. 10 | Fall of Midhat Pasha: He is succeeded by Ed-| 556 

pe es op So hem Pasha; the Turkish press on the change; | ; 
: woe: | a ed _ consternation of the reform party; the assigned | | | 

: Dy SS ce foe Es ease of Midhat’s fall a charge of conspiracy | oe | 
Pa ee pos against the sultan; character of Edhem Pasha.| - co ES 

_- $21 |. Mr. Maynard to Mr. Evarts.| Apre 7 | Turkish constitutionalism: Meeting of the gen- | | 562 . 
| OP le ie Bee ROS pe pats be eral assembly ;. the speech from the throne; the | - of 

co poe EN ; + J geremonies; organization of the assembly ex- |. ee . 
; ee plained; comments of Mr. Maynard on its dis-| | 

7 oA BB tet Sy Oo foe ob eussions. - . 
bo ti eee dO. wee ee eee eee eee e.| APL. 25.) The Eastern question: The situation after the |. 570 |. 

eee Pe ON yo" "| failure of. the conference; armistice and at- | | 
oo oe OO | <tenapted negotiations for peace with Serviaand |; = 

vans a . "bs Montenegro; hostilities recommenced; the Lon- | 
be |. don protocol; Safvet Pasha’s dispatch rejecting | | 

: _. |. the protocol; arrival of the British ambassador, |. - 
: . on St + Mr. ‘Layard; declaration of war by. Russia; | __ ee : 

fe a oo Peet nowements of Russian troops in Asia Minor; {| 
i ees es Ce DE es AER oa Rays TT the prospects of the war. © fe 
4 BB enae ee dO. Leelee ese eee | Apr. 28 |-The Russo-Turkish war: Question of American | 577 € 
: O04 : ne no protection to Russian subjects at, Mytilene; | ~ en 

a - state of affairs there; action of Mr. Maynard. - 
; 324 |..2--.00.........-0.---.--.--| May 25.; The same subject: Ottoman law regulating the | 580 . 

7 | proclamation of martial law; its nature; no | 
; - | - gueh proclamation yet made in Constantinople. | en 
G B85 | ene dO. se ee-eeeeneeeeeeeeee| May 31.| The same subject: Progress of the war: Russian | 583 = 
: troops not yet across the Danube; operationsin'| | 

j . 1+ Asia Minor; capture of Soukoum-Kaleh; the Do 
; " De ~~“) “Sultan proclaimed ‘‘Ghazi,” (conqueror ;) cap- | ne : 

a: i . ture of Ardahan by the Russians; attitude of |. De : 
oo ne oF . | the great powers; the Porte’s reply to the Rus-}| .. . >. 

| of CyB a , | sian manifesto; the. powers:-renew diplomatic | - 7 . 
326 SSR a lei ' pelations with the Porte. aiuto d PO : 

i sewens GO. cacegncceseasceeeee| SURO 9 | Phe same subject: Attitudeof Hungary; mani-| 591 : : 
a ns festations of sympathy; reciprocal demonstra- “ 

d ae . ee PE tions of the Softas; restoration.to Pesth of part |. oe ne 
§ . rae Te Of a valuable ancient library. . foes : 

— B27 |... dO... eee. eee eeeee-.| Tune. 26°) Israelites in Turkey: Their condition; memo- | 593 .  &§ 
et als of Israelite conventions in the United).  F 

oe  States.and.at Paris; the persecuted JewsofRou- | Se 
; —— . Cee mania: their actual condition there; case of ee ee . 

_ - WES A Bs : ‘| Rabbi Sneersohn at Tiberias. wo ey Ss | 
| 328 noone dO - 22.0.2 e. tseteeereee-| July 2] Close of the session of the Turkish assembly: 597 
‘ . es Practicality of -its deliberations; the press- ioe es ma 
! op : be es be Faas suspension of the Levant Herald; pros- S a 
a oe Des ss | - pects of the assembly meeting again on the Ist |. poe 

| po Aa a fo. | of November. oes . Coes 
829 |. dO 2... eee ee eee sees] Suly. 3) The war: Operations during June; the Turks | 599 oe 

. cB eS hold their own in Asia; in Europe the Danube | 
oe Be a a BS ge pe oP til Separates the combatants ; situation in Ser--} 0 bn 

Raps nT a a vie a - Montenegro; comments of Mr. May-;. oo : 

: © 880 dO. eee ee ee eee cee ee--| July. 5 | Phe Fourth of July in Constantinople: Its cele- 600 oe 
i a  “pration ; receptions on the Vandalia and atthe) oo § 

: BBL) cee e MO oo eee nen en ceceeeees-| July 19° , Charige in the Turkish foreign office: Retirement |) 601 | 
i — ee eet “of Safvet Pasha; appointment of AarifiPasha;] . | vt | 

- S eo gause of the change. - one oe fee . 
P 882 do 2. eves cl......| Fully 31.| The war: Operations during July; Turkish vic- | 601 | 
j : "| “tories in Asia Minor; the Danubepassed bythe | | 

; : _ ee Russians; their occupation of the Dobrudsha |. - moe 
pe So |. and capture of Nikopolis; their advance; the E 

7. Oe ae ab | Balkans crossed; fighting near Plevna; alarm | = 
j re ys | at Constantinople; protection of Americansin | = 
q . - OE Sg ae “cease of need;. comments of Mr. Maynard on ee | 

i. f oP affairs in Constantinople. oe noe pas ee
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7 | ‘177. ae ee ae 
-333 | Mr. Maynard to Mr. Evarts..; Aug. 24 | Turkish custom of discharging fire-arms during | — 603 

oo, an eclipse: Its antiquity, prevalence, and dan- | 
. . : ger; it is abolished under severe penalties. . . 

B34 [2.22200 .............0.....--| Aug. 31 | The war: Operations during August; the Russian 604 
a forces ata stand-still in Asia Minor; great activ- . 

a ity in European Turkey; attémpts to check the | - — 
fo. Russian advance upon Adrianople; the Shipka 

{> Pass; Plevna. and Eski-Sagra; the relative . 
strength of the combatants ; Turkish generalship. , 

BIS [22.2 dO oe. eee eee weeeeeeee-| Oct. 1 | The war: Operations during September ; the con- 609° - 
os : | test for the Shipka Pass; the situation on the 

ae - Lom and at Plevna; the campaign in general 
7 \ ce favorable to the Turks; their supplies from - 

. rn ie. | abroad ; the situation in Montenegro. 

336 | Aristarchi Bey to Mr. Fish.| Dec. 22 | The Red Crescent: Its substitution in Moham-/| 610 
) 1877. medan countries for the Geneva Red Cross. . 

— B8T |... dO eee seas eeeeeeeee-| Feb. 19 | The Suez Canal: Provisional convention in re-| 611 
gard to the tonnage rules framed by the late 

a -. | international tonnage convention at Constanti- | 
- . * -, |..nople; the agreement of Messrs. de Lesseps 

— Oe fol. _ | --and Stokes... ve 
_ 338 | Mr. Evartsto AristarchiBey.| Mar. 23 | The same subject: Accession of the United 612. 

| .- a os fo | States'to the proposed modification. 
.339 | Aristarchi Bey to Mr. Evarts.| Mar. 23 | The same subject: Is anxious to know the decis- 612 

eee oe ps jon of the United States. 
7 B40 fee dO cee eee eeeees| April30 | The Russo-Turkish war: Notification of a state 613 

SIP abe es 1 ooo | Of war; asks of the United States the same 
ae ae |... neutrality status asin 1870-'71. 

341 | Mr. Evarts to AristarchiBey.| May 3 | The same subject: The United States will ob- 613 
a vo : . serve a just and impartial neutrality. _ 

7 - 342 | Aristarchi Bey to Mr. Evarts.| May 30 | The war: Rupture of diplomatic relations be- | 614 
_ |. tween Turkey and Roumania, in consequence 

. eases ot the alliance of. the latter with Russia; Rou- |. 
ooo. of Manian vessels and subjects still to enjoy Otto- . 

ee . Inan protection. = —~ oe 

. : cee QL EGY PT. . 

| . PAB TBL pe 
- 343 | Mr. Farman to Mr. Fish ....| Aug. 10 | The Egyptian judiciary: Question of the promo- 614 

ee tion of the European substitutes of the Parquet 
of. 1 to be judges of the new tribunals; the United 

' _ . : fo‘. 1° States invited to name.a substitute for promo- |. 
os : fe tone . 4 

| © B44 [ll do... ee... ee eeeee-| Nov. 27 | The same-subject: The nominations by the other 618 
: . | powers; the co-operation of the United States 
; se oo | again solicited. __. 

345 |......d0..................-..| Dec. . 8 | Egyptian tinances: The arrangement with the for- 619 
oy > | eign bondholders; details of the plan of Messrs. 

. - Goschen'and Joubert; English and French con- | Se 
- ‘|. trol over the revenues and the debts of: the ’ 

1877. | Khédive.. =. 
346 |......do......0...........-..} dan. 13 | The Egyptian judiciary : Conflicts of jurisdiction 

since ‘the inauguration of the new tribunals; | 620 
question of bankruptcy proceedings in the con- 

to oe - sular courts; note from Chérif Pasha. 
B47 |......d0.....2.... ..--c.---.| Feb. 13 | The same subject.: The proposition for the nomi- |- | 

a nation of an American substitute still open. ~ 623 
- 348 |...2..do.......2..2----------| April 3 | The same subject: The question of conflicting 

os 2 jurisdiction ; circular of Chérif Pasha to correct 624 
OS - the misrepresentations of the press ; the dispute | — 

poo between: the: Khédival government and the | 
. ce court.of appeal of Alexandria; the Remington 

| - | claim; its partial settlement. 
-349 | Mr. Farman to. Mr. Evarts..| May 2 |. The same subject: Reply to the inquiries of Mr. - . 

, a Seward, United States minister to China, con- |. 626 

| cerning the working of the system of mixed 
o Dee . courts.in. Egypt; success of the new system ; . 

| co : details of its operations. | 

350 |..-...dO.......-.---.--+-----| May 30] The Russo-Turkish war: The position of Egypt 
|e in the struggle ; its financial relations thereto ; 630 —. 

| . a its contingent of men, arms, and cannon; the | 
oe Khédive’s speech before the chamber of dele- 

|. gates; an extraordinary land tax voted; the 
. |. foreign bondholdérs reassured. | . 

| B51 |..2.-. dO ...ccscanceeeneeee---| June 27 | Slavery in Egypt: Mr. Farman procures the free- a 
' . : dom of a negro boy ; his story. 632
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352 | Mr. Heap to Mr. Hunter..../ May 1] The Russo-Turkish war; The relation of Tunis |. 633 oa 
: . _ |- to the contest; but little aid can be given to | oo, ; 

" Turkey; influence of Arabic newspapers; dis- | : 

Lo passionate state of public feeling; social condi- {| : 
i ” tion of ‘Tunis; improvement in the prison sys- 

: Co em. / - rn 
f  BEB | Oc. ee ecaaeeeeeeseees| May 29 | The same subject: Inaction of the government of 635 ; | 

ES , Tunis; demonstrations in favor of Turkey dis-| E 
i Jb = an oe countenanced. re of. oe, OE 
Ps B54 |... dO... eee acess eeeee-| July 9 | The same subject: Russian and Turkish vessels} 635 | 

: . mo oy, reported off the coast of Tunis; alarm thereat; | . eo 
1 ma the contributions of Tunis to the Porte for the | : 
i . So . conduct of the war; straits of the Tunisian gov- | 
: fe pe ernment. es a
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Sei oa BR —  - DEPARTMENT OF STATE, = 
Washington, May 23, 187%. ~ os 

To the diplomatic and consular officers of the United ‘States: — re a 

| GENTLEMEN: General Ulysses 8. Grant, the late President -ef the : 
United States, sailed from Philadelphia on the 17th instant for Liverpool. _ | 
The route and extent of his travels, as well as the duration-of his sojourn — : , 

| —_ abroad, were alike undetermined at the time of his departure, the object | 
, of his journey being to secure'a few months of rest and recreation after | 

sixteen’ years of unremitting and devoted labor in the military and civil - | 
| service of hisecountry, 7 

- he enthusiastic manifestations of popular regard and esteem for _ 7 | 
| General Grant, shown by the-people in all parts of the-country that he | 

has visited since his retirement from official life, and attending his every _ CO 

~ appearance in public from the day of that retirement up to the moment — oe 
of his: departure for Europe, indicate beyond question the high place he 2 — 

holds in the grateful affections of his countrymen. © are ee | 

' Sharing in the largest measure this general public sentiment, and at — | 
 thesame time expressing the:wishesof the President,I desiretoinvite the _ | 

| aid-of the diplomatic and consular officers of the government to make his | 
-. journey a pleasant one, sbould he visit their posts. . Ifeel.already assured : 

that you will find patriotic pleasure in anticipating the wishes of the - . | : 

7 department, by showing him that attention and consideration which are == sO 

due from every officer of the government:-to a citizen of the. Republic so_ | 
signally distinguished, both in official service and personal renown.  - 

, Tam, gentlemen, your obedient servant, ee 
OO Sh Gs ae WM. M. EVARTS. — & 

NO oe ee | 

| [Sent to European countries and Turkish dominions} : 

Separate. | cs | DEPARTMENT OF STATE, === ~~ § 

Se EE oe Washington, June 28,1877, SE 

To the diplomatic. and consular officers of the United States: ee 

| GENTLEMEN: In view of the present hostilities between Russia and | 
Turkey, and possible complications in other countries, the government — ? 

of Switzerland ‘has requested the continuance of the protection which = | 

has heretofore been extended to citizens of that republic by thediplo- — - | 

- matic and consular officers of the United States. Bs | 

You are consequently authorized to continue the exercise of your.good sO 

offices in behalf of Swiss citizens, under the limitations prescribed by | 
: my predecessor in the circular instructions which he addressed to you = —- § 

on the 16th of June and 15th of December, 1871. i re 

| Lam, gentlemen,.your obedient servant, ee | 

oo _ | a | WM. M. EVARTS. : 

LlFR ae Che RSM
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: [| To diplomatic officers of the United States in SpanishaAmerican countries. | | 

: Separate.| _ 7 : DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
oe . Washington, July 13, 1877. — me 

: Sir: Under the provisions of section 208, Revised Statutes, and of - 

| paragraphs 380, 381, and 382 of the Consular Regulations, the repre- : 
1 - - gentatives of the United States in foreign countries are instructed to 

transmit to the Department such commercial information and statistics ! 
| | as they respectively obtain, in order to enable the Secretary of State to : 

i _ prepare the annual reports upon. the “Commercial Relations of the | 
United States,” which the laws authorize him to make. Sd 

ft Besides the general information thus to be compiled, there is another v | 
: _ and more specilic line of inquiry, to which the Department now desires — 
| _toinvite your attention, = | Be 

, It is believed that the period has now arrived when it would be wise’ | 
| | for all the nations of this continent to consider more carefully than here- | 
: '  tofore how they may best -enlarge their trade with each other. Their 7 

: geographical position and the resemblance between their political insti- , 
l. _. - tutions facilitate the cultivation of such commerce. ©. | | 

Phe United States are in a condition to supply cheaply and easily | 
foo many products and manufactured articles suitable to their wants to all, | 
i or nearly all, of the Spanish-American republics, as well as the empire of | 

- Brazil, receiving in return natural products which can be utilized here. | 
| A favorable opportunity for the development of such trade would seem ~ : 

to be now’offered by the prevailing stagnation of business and depres- | 
_ gionof prices. It is desirable, of course, for the United Statesthatthey 

= , should find markets for the export of their products and manufactures; 
1 and, on the other hand, it is advantageous to the people of those coun- | 

- . tries that they should be able to purchase at the present decreased val- 

j tation. « vee Sue Bo Tee ee 
2 | Apart from questions of merely commercial or pecuniary advantage, 
Poo the development of such trade would have also a beneficial influence upon - 

to the political condition of the republics of this continent. It is for the 2 

| | interest both of North and South America that all those republican - 

Po governments should have stability, peace, law, and order. It is not un- | 

fo reasonable to believe that when the popular energy, now wasted upon > 
po schemes of revolution or military aggrandizement, shall have been : 

turned toward more peaceful and profitable enterprises, the republican | 
L form of government in each and all of those countries will thereby be ; 

| strengthened, and more harmonious relations will prevail between them. 

Do In view of these considerations, it is desired by the Department that | 

| its diplomatic and consular officers should devote attention to the ques- 

tion of methods by which trade with the United States can be most : 

_ judiciously fostered. Ce | a | 

’ - Without seeking to interfere with any commercial operations orenter- — 

prises that may now be. in existence, it is nevertheless deemed highly 

probable that you may be able, by examination and inquiry, to point 

out branches of trade with = ~~ ,in which the United States may 
. properly and usefully share. You are instructed, therefore, to make 

1 | such examination at your convenience, and to advise the Department, 

when suitable occasions shall offer, as to the demand for different kinds 

of manufactured articles now used in _, their nature and prices, 

po and whether they are of the character which it is probable the industry | 

1 of the United States can supply. Also, as to the products of ye
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-~ in which the trade with the United States could be increased, either by | 

legislation, or by executive aetion, or by commercial enterprise. 7 
- ‘The inquiry here suggested should not be hastily made, nor is it ex- oe 
pected that it will be rapidly accomplished. It is rather the purpose of © : 
the Department that it should be continuous, and that you may from _ PO 
 tinde to time communicate to the government such information as you” 7 
may from time to time acquire in this direction, in order that it may be © - 

| laid before Congress and the general public. an | | 
; Iam, sir, your obedient servant, © 2. | a 
PE a EE OWN ME. EVARTS. 

Py ee Oo . Now 4. | - | - OS 

Po {To diplomatic officers of the United States in European countries. | oo 

| Separate.] — ee DEPARTMENT OF STATE, _ | OO 
‘eee CO Washington, August 7, 1877. — me 

Sir: Under the provisions of section 208, Revised Statutes, and of pe 
| paragraphs 380, 381, and 382 of the Consular Regulations, the representa- oS 7 
| __i tives of the United States in forei gn countries are instructed to transmit —- - 
| tothe Department such commercial information and statistics as they , : 
: respectively obtain, in order to enable the Secretary of State to prepare a 

the annual reports upon the “Commercial Relations of the United | 
| States,” which the laws authorize him to make. ee a 

Besides the general information thus to be compiled, there is another. | 
i and more specific line of inquiry to which the Department now desires a 
- to invite your attention. — | oo os | 

| it is believed that the period has now arrived when it would be wise OC 
| for the nations, not only of this continent, but also of Europe, to con- 
| sider more carefully than heretofore how they may best enlarge their © 

| trade with this country. The United States are in a condition to sup- on 
i ply cheaply and easily many products and manufactured articles suit- 
i; able to the wants of different countries, receiving in return natural ay 
| products and articles of manufacture which can be utilized and con- 

sumed here. A favorable opportunity for the development of such = = = 
. trade would seem to be now offered by the prevailing stagnation of 

business and depression of prices. It is desirable, of course, for the  __ vo 
7 United States that they should find markets for the export of their 
i ‘products and manufactures; and, on the other hand, itis advantageous) 

7 to the people of other countries that they should be able to purchase at 
| the present decreased valuation. / So SNE ee 

| In view of these considerations, it is desired by the Department that = 
| its diplomatic and consular officers should devote attention to the ques- oo 

| tion of methods by which trade with. the United States can be most . _ 
| — judiciously fostered. Without seeking to interfere with any commercial 
| operations or enterprises that may now be in existence, itis neverthe- ~ . 

j less deemed highly probable that you may be able, by examination and - 
i § inguiry, to point out branches of trade with  — in which the . 

| United States may properly and usefully share. You are instructed, | os 
| therefore, to make such examination at your convenience, and toadvise | 

| the Department, when suitable occasion shall offer, as to the demand for es 
: different. products and manufactured articles now used in | yoo. 
; their nature and prices, whenever they are such as it is probablethe - 

industry of the United States can supply. Also, as to the products of .
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: __ in which the trade with the United States could beincreased, 
po either by legislation or executive action or by commercial enterprise. 
|; he inquiry here suggested should not be hastily made, norisitex- 
: pected that it will be rapidly accomplished. It is rather the purpose of ! 
fo — the Department that it should be continuous, and that you should from Leg 
) time to time communicate to the government such information as itmay 
i be in your power to acquire in this direction, in order that it may be 
1 laid before Congress and the general public. a ee 
foo. | I am, sir, your obedient servant, Bo, SC 
- - Fs | Fr. W. SEWARD, | 
: re | Aeting Secretary. |



| = ss GORRESPONDENCE. = 

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. = ti 

Be at ee NO. Bee | 

a , Mr. Osborn to Mr. Fish. ee a as 

| No. 119.] | gore ok _ UNITED STATES LEGATION, © oe | 
| — Buenos Ayres, November 19, 1876. (Received Jan. 23, 1877.) ~ | 
- Sire: After the adjournment of the Argentine Congress, the President, | 

his cabinet, and the diplomatic corps, with about three hundred guests, : 
_. left Buenos Ayres, October 25th, and. proceeded to Tucuman, the capi- | 

tal of the Province of Tucuman, to inaugurate the railroad just com- | Ls | 
_. pleted from Cordova to Tucuman, a distance of about five hundred miles. | 

| This road is but a continuation of the railroad constructed from Rosario a 
_. to Cérdova some years ago by a Mr. William Wheelright, an American 

citizen of Massachusetts, and Known here as'the “‘railroad pioneer” in =~ 
| South America: 9. ED ie 8 ge | : 

+ Phe city of Tucuman: (now connected: with Buenos Ayres: by water _ | 
_ and rail) is about nine hundred miles from -here, a city of about twenty. °« — | 

two thousand souls, situated at the foot: of the-lower range of the Andés —  &§ 
~ Mountains, and about four hundred miles from the Pacific coast. — 5 | : 

~ . ‘Phe province of Tucaman is:called by Argentines the “garden-spot-? =| ft 
of the republic. It certainly is: in a higher state of cultivation than |  & 

_ -any province I have'visited. Soon after crossing the state: line wefound — | 
beautiful rivers, fine: farms, and good rich soil. Sn | 
The people-of the province, heretofore with: no communication with = — | 

the outer world, except: by diligence and bullock-cart, principally live 
» on what they produce. They raise their own wheat and corn, grow _ | 

their own sugar-cane and coffee, and make their own wine and cheese, ee ee 
 &e., all of which we found to be.of very excellent'quality. ae 

Tucuman is the native city of President: Avellaneda, and his recep- 
tion -by all his:old friends and townsmen: was warm and enthusiastic. © 
At the railroad station he was called on for a-speech; after bowing his. | 

_. thanks, he said, “ No; wait till [reach the plaza, and I will address you —  &§ 
from the spot. where stood: the post upon which was placed my father’s | 
head after it Was separated from his body by the order of the tyrant OE 

_ - At the plaza the President. began his address. by saying, ‘Sixteen | 
. years ago Lieft this city with a few books under‘my arm in.a bullock: _ 

' eart; L return to-day for the first time since that period ity the carriage 
- of steam as your Chief Magistrate” = = ae 

"Phe President’s wife and family accompanied him: and his party to a 
 Tueuman. It is‘a peeuliar coincidence in the history of the two fami- . of 

lies, that soon after the assassination of the President’s father, then gov- = = ff 
- ernor of Tucuman, Mrs. Avellaneda’s: father was assassinated’ at Bar- 
“ yaeas, a few miles: below this city; by the order of Rosas. ~ > | :  &£
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2 - After a stay of some nine days at Tucuman we returned to this city, = 
1 after an absence of three weeks. | oe ae | 
\ Much relief has been experienced within the last month and a half, : 
3 | - both by the government and the people, by reason of the loan of ten | 
| millions to the national government by the Provincial Bank of Buenos i 
: | Ayres. For many months the army and the employés of the govern- 3 
: | ment, including the members of Congress, had not been paid. ThePresi- 

{| dent refused to draw his salary. The pressure produced much discon- : 
i tent, especially in the army, and it was thought a revolution would be i 
; : the result; but since the loan, and as the wool-crop is now coming into : 

market, gold has fallen from thirty-six and forty to fourteen and six- 
| teen; money is easier. The prospects for the future are better, and no 

revolutionary trouble to the government or the administration of Presi- | 
dent Avellaneda is anticipated. : . | | 

oo Tam, &c., | I | a : 
L Oe | | | THOS. O. OSBORN. : 

a Mr. Osborn to Mr. Fish mo 

| So No.120.) = ——— UNITED STATES LEGATION, _ | 
| | -.- - Buenos Ayres, December 11, 1876. (Received Jan. 30, 1877.) ! 

| §$1r: Many of this city were surprised, on the morning of November . 
| 28th, to learn that.ata late hour on the night before, by decree of the 

President and his ministers, the provinces of Buenos Ayres, Santa Fé, 2 
| + ~—s Entre Rios, and Corrientes were declared under. state of siege till the 

| next meeting of Congress, May next. 5 
: _ Phe decree was based principally upon the movements of the noto- 
| rious Lopez Jordan, who had crossed over from Uruguay to Entre Rios, 

| where his partisans had gathered for insurrection. = 
; - The plan of insurrection embraced chiefly the four river provinces, 
yo as the President claimed, and the government was in possession of all 
rr the details and the appointed hour for outbreak. About one hundred | 
to and fifty suspected citizens of this city were arrested and placed ona | 

- government vessel in the harbor, under guard. In this city, and in fact 
. in all the provinces, since the 27th of. November, there has been no out- | 

1 break, except in Entre Rios, where there has been some skirmishing | 
: | between the government troops and the party led by Lopez Jordan. | i 
fo - his morning a dispatch was received by the secretary of war that 2 
: . Lopez Jordan was captured yesterday and is now a prisoner of the gov- : 
: ernment. The insurrection or rebellion is considered over. It is under- 

. _ stood that General Mitre had no knowledge of the movement, or that he. | 
: would not countenance any such a project. Tae oa : 
4 Lopez Jordan, for the past few years, has made his headquarters in 
fo Montevideo, Uruguay, as an exile from Entre Rios... He ‘is the same ( 
7 _. Lopez Jordan who some years ago caused ‘the assassination (according | 

Lo to his own written proclamation a short time afterward) of General . 
- Urquiza, his own father-in-law, who was formerly President of the 
to Argentine Republic, and at the time of the assassination governor of 
3 _. Entre Rios. For the head of Lopez Jordan President Sarmiento offered / 

Po thirty thousand dollars reward. = > = Se 
 Qhis is the third attempt of Lopez Jordan against this government. : 

, The two former assumed the dignity of revolutions, as they lasted for =
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more than a year each; but this last, by the prompt and timely action a 

| of the government, was speedily put down, | wa a 

J was informed this morning, by an official at the government office, we 

that Lopez Jordan was undoubtedly captured, but had been placed for . 

safekeeping in the hands and under the,.control of one of his own friends, oe 

—. and that it was quite probable he had escaped the punishment he so | 

richly deserves. - | oo ee nr a 
+ Lam, &, | , , Oo eee a 

ornare ene | Mr. Osborn to Mr. Fish a ne | 

No 130) SU NITED STATES LEGATION, — | 
ee Buenos Ayres, March 19, 1877... (Received May 14.) — : : 

: - Srr: Much excitement and an intense feeling in this city have been 

| ‘developed within the past few weeks by the discussion in the public press — | 

as to the extent-of crime committed daily in this city and province, in the — oT 

- shape of murder, assassination, and robberies. me | 
: The press at last declined to: give any account of it except to give the 

number of assassinations and murders committed every 4wenty-four. =f 

hours, and advised the people to keep off the streets at night, as it | 

was exceedingly dangerous, and that it was undoubtedly true that as. an 
sassins and murderers had almost possession of the city as well as the — 
opencountry, Be oe | - 

The pressure brought to bear by the public press and public opinion =f 
|  gaused a change of ministers in the provincial cabinet, and Senor | 

' Quesada, some two weeks ago, was-made minister of justice. | 

- Upon examination by Minister Quesada into the matter, it was found | 
| _ that the jails in this city and elsewhere were crowded with parties tried = 

or to be tried for the crimes of assassinations and murders; many had 
been tried and sentenced one and two years ago, and doubtless had been | | 
forgotten. In the jail at Mercedes, ninety miles west of Buenos Ayres, 7 

: one hundred and twenty were found confined, tried already, or charged | 
- with the crime of murder or assassination. | eS, | | 

| - The-good. people began to feel a relief, and applaud, as well as the | 
press, Minister Quesada as the right man in the right place, as he at — | 
once ordered out five criminals convicted of murder to be shot, and the | 
order was duly executed, and twenty more to be ready for the next | 
execution. ©. gp Be i | | 

- TOS. O. OSBORN. 

a cB Tas ee NOB ere | 

a Mr. Osborn to Mr. Bishe | 

Noi]... sisi rep STATES LEGATION, = | 
oe Buenos Ayres, March 20,1877. (Received May 14.) : 

- Srr: Notwithstanding the state of siege in this and other provinces, | 
| rumors of rebellion and outbreak in this province and that of Santa ss if 

Fé have been afloat for the past few days ; and while Santa Fé bas called .
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| _ for national troops, and the troops of this city are kept ready for any emer- — : 
| _ gency, [do not think ‘theré will be any serious trouble, but that the | 

po _ present excitement is simply the result of the nearness of the elections, : 
~ which take: place for governors in this and other provinces next Sunday. ( 

_  Itseems that in the province of Buenos Ayres especially, the domi- : 
ir _ nant, or the party now in power, is divided between two candidates, and 
| it is feared, as a result of such a division, that the opposition or Mitresta __ | 

party, while it has taken little or no part in any contest of the kind since 7 
its. defeat in the last Presidential election, three years ago, will now come | 

, in and elect its candidates, which would have much influence in the next 
| Presidential contest. Oe | 
‘ae Much anxiety was felt by citizens and foreigners here over the last : 
io Presidential contest in the United States. Many could not understand _ | 

, how we could escape civil war. Even Ex-President Sarmiento, who had | 
| lived in the United States for many years as Argentine minister at | 

Washington, who understood our government and knew our people | 
better perhaps than any other leading man of this country, gave up all 2 

7 hopes of a peaceable settlement of the question, and addressed a letter | 
| __ to La Tribuna of this city lamenting the failure of the “model republic,” 

_. declaring that ‘the light in his light-house had gone out,” &e.; but when 
_- the telegrams came telling us that Governor Hayes had been declared: 

duly elected by the people—had been duly inaugurated: under the Con- 7 
! Stitution, and that ‘all was quiet on the Potomac,” he, as well as alk 
| _. others who-felt a deep interest in a peaceable solution of the critical : 
I | question, was quite ready to declare it as grand.a triumph for repub- 

_-lican governments as that of our government over the late rebellion, 
- os Tam, &e, | Be Peper ig Sue he : 

: 7 | | re THOS. O. OSBORN. | : 

BNO : 

| ee Mr. Osborn to: Mr, Fish. a au | 

: ~ No 1838) =. >  Unirep States LEGATION, «oe 
. a Buenos Ayres, April 10, 1877. (Received May 16.) J 
| ‘Sir: The elections for provincial officers, which took place on Sun- | 

day, the first instant, were comparatively quiet in this city, except in the | 
i - western part of the polls, known as “ Balvanera,” where a riot occurred, | 
;- . when, from the house-tops and in the streets, firearms were used, ! 

: and the result was, four men were killed and some eight to ten were ! 
. severely wounded, some of whom have since died. «§ _ . | 

In the province of Santa Fé matters seem to have been more seri- ! 
L ious. For some time there had been great uneasiness in the public 
i mind; many prominent persons were arrested and the troops were > | 

- called out. SO - | | ! 
i: As the province is in a state of siege, (as well as this,) itis very diffi. 
| cult to obtain any reliable data except what the government is pleased 
toy to give, but it appears from official dispatches that there were two bat- 

7 tles near the city of Santa Fé, the capital of the province, between the 
rebels and the government troops. One of. the government officers re- 

i ports twenty of the rebels killed. at the Paso las Conchas, while at- 
i: ‘tempting to cross the arroyo in the face of his fire; and Commander 
a Romero, also an. officer of the government troops, reports a splendid : 
po _ charge of his cavalry, with eleven of the rebels killed, many wounded |



| and.prisoners. It appears that. the rebels were led, the infantry by a. 
' * man by the name of Callen, and the. cavalry by Colonel I[turraspe, and: 4 

~ both were killed.in the skirmishes or fights, and most of their followers | 
-were taken; while it is now reported that all is quiet. in the province. 
Business: affairs have been affected. seriously by the political disturb- 

-_ anees, and it will take them some time.torecover.. = = = > | 7 
. L learn from very good authority that a rebellion against the govern- oe 
ment was to have broken out. in this city at the same time as thatat 

~ Santa Fé, and that two thousand men were ready to take arms, and. 
|  . that the failure was caused. by the weakening of.their leader, whose _ , 

bravery and pluck oozed out- when the time came for action. = | 
.-:*[t_-appears.to me: that this. country is‘in.a very eritical condition, by 

reason of the commercial crisis, which: does: not. improve; the long | 
- drought in the: summer, which has seriously affected the fields;.and «= | 

now by the heavy rains of the past two. weeks, which have flooded them; ee 
| by the discontent in political matters, which. has disturbed business -— 

affairs, sent up gold, brought down Argentine bonds, and. rendered a 
~ ‘_Kuropean loan to the Argentine Government almost. an impossibility to ee 

obtain. Cn oe | a Oe ee a | 
po The Argentine Congress meets next month, and the independent press = 

insists. that the President. will, in his message to Congress, give the faets a 
~ and a true statement of the condition of the country and. the govern- — | 
mente ees | 

cok a | — THOS. O. OSBORN. 

re Mr. Osborn to Mr. Evarts. a rr | 

— No. 140.) ae UNITED STATES LEGATION,. | | 
a oo Buenos Ayres, May 9, 1877. (Received June 25.) : 

_ §rr: On the 3d instant, the Argentine Congress met, and President | 
Avellaneda read his annual message to both houses assembled in the | 

| chamber of the deputies, a copy of which I have the honor to trans. 
_ mitwith this © © | a : | eee 

The message seems to be accepted by the public as a very fair state- = = f 
- ment and a faithful picture of the state of national affairs, and will | 

produce, itis believed, good results, both at home and abroad. | 
It appears from the message that the total Argentine national ‘debt | 

| amounts to sixty-five million five hundred and seventy-two thousand — | 
six hundred and twenty dollars, of which more than two-fifthsis:‘home = | | 

debt. °° ET ike : | Oo , 
.  Itis claimed: that the last. year. was the first when the exports have  —s_ | 
 exeeeded the imports, and that the year 1876 gains:a:balanee of about oe 

eleven and. a half: millions.in-favor of the country... © =. | . | 
+ he President congratulates. the country: upon the faet that the na-— oe | 
tional expenditure in the last year was 30 per cent. less than the . | 
average of the three: previous years, and that while the last Congress = sf 

- moted thirty-one and a half millions for the total. expenditures. of the i } 
, year, only twenty-two millions have. been expended; thereby the govern- | 

~, ment has made, in the last: year,.a saving of nineand a half millions,.or | 
_ 80-per cent..on-lasti year’s budget. ae 

.. The: President closes his message by declaring that inhis opinion,as =.  &f
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three years have now elapsed since the revolution of 1874, it may now © , 
fo, be considered as forgotten ; and in the name of a generous patriotism ——| 

declares all persons in exile for military or political offenses may return 
\/ to the republic unconditionally, and that he would at the earliest oppor-— | 
| tunity request the senate to restore the superior officers implicated in | 
i: the revolution of 1874 to their rank in the army, except suchasareun- 
i der trial for ordinary offenses, and at the same time affirms that under | 
i the present circumstances the country needs the efforts of all; hence a “| 

policy of pacification is requisite. = = = | : Se 
i. This proclamation of amnesty in the President’s message to all in 

exile, and the restoration of the officers of the army to their former | 
| rank, who were implicated in the rebellion of 1874, is much discussed, | 

| _ and various are the opinions of the leading men as to whether General 
| Mitre and his officers, who were engaged with him inthe revolution, 

; ~~ will aecept the olive branch of peace tendered by the President and : 
i. resume their former places in the army. SO CB 

It is reported, and I think there can be no doubt, that the President. | 
and General Mitre have had one or two more private interviews in the last ( 

fo few days with a view to harmonize all political differences between the © 7 

i two parties, that peace and prosperity might be restored tothe country. = 
i ‘Rumors are now current that the political differences have been | 
|: Settled between the two parties, so far as the leaders of each party could | 

| accomplish such a result, and that General Mitre would soon issuea man- = 
ifesto to his party and the public. It is hoped, by the commercial por- / 

- tion of the people, that these rumors may be found to be true, as much | 
oe uneasiness is felt among the business men, which results from rumors : 
- of revolution and outbreak every few days. sis | 

- Tam satisfied that President Avellaneda and his administration will  —— 
| ' go to any proper ‘extent to. harmonize and disarm the opposition of a 

: any reasonable pretext for revolt or open rebellion; and General Mitre, =| 
: while a soldier and at the head of the army when the revolution of 1874 

broke out, is aman of peace, and has great influence with the opposition, © 
and I think whatever adjustment he may make or consent to will be ! 

i. aecepted by his party. ee | Fa ea : 
Lam, &., — gg mo | 

| an a THOS. O. OSBORN, © | 

: BC : Noll. Be ! 

| | | Mr. Osborn to Mr. Evarts. | a : 

i No 140] s—ss—<—ié—‘“si— SED STATES LEGATION, | 
| : Buenos Ayres, May 14, 1877. (Received June 25.) 

- Sir: I inclose herewith a printed copy of the manifesto of General | 
| Mitre, leader of the opposition to the present administration, to his | 

_. friends and the public, in relation to the present difficulties, and the re- - | 
_ gponsibilities which he assumed in attempting to adjust them and to - © 

| pacify the country and restore constitutional order. . | | 
| The general admits that he had a private conference with the Presi- | 

| . dent, but nothing was proposed or arranged, except the frank recogni- = 
tion of the necessity of peace and order. oo | 

| _. However indefinite the results of the conference between the Presi- = 
| -—-«.-« dent. and General Mitre, it is considered by the business portion of the > 
;- , eountry as one step, at least, toward reconciliation, peace, and good. |
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| order, and perhaps prevented an outbreak, which it is now claimed was _ 7 

ready and in force to. the’ number of six thousand armed men, and Oo 
would have taken place on the night of the 10thsinstant, had it not been coy 

| for the course pursued by General Mitre. = |. | o 
| Tam, &e, Se ae Ee 

ee ee a THOS. O. OSBORN. - 

Os ah a Do Sef Inelosure.p 9 0 on . 

Se rom the Staniard, May 13.400 mon ee: BO | 

oe Manifesto of General Mitre _ 
oo ph eh als a ae Buenos Ayres, May 11. . oo 

In consequence of recent events, and the responsibilities assumed by me, I feel , : 
bound to address my political friends. — | oe 7 : 

; ‘In the first place, I have been solely inspired by love of country, and have consulted | 
_. the glory of my party in its relations with the general welfare. _ ae Oe 

I therefore repeat what I declared three years ago, when confined in a dungeon after . 
- the September revolution, that, “ Victories, to be beneficial for all parties, must be le- 7 

_gitimate and fertile, because outside the dominion of right all is violence.” : 
_ ~~ Since we were overpowered by force we have upheld the banner of our right, laying 

| down our arts at Junin to restore peace to the country. Persecuted as we have been - 
I and excluded from office, ruled by force and disinherited of our rights, we protested | a 

. against such outlawry; we maintained what we consider right, and contributed as far 
7 as possible toward a constitutional policy which would pacify the country and restore co 

publie confidence. | a = rn - re ae . 
: Under these circumstances, the governor of Buenos Ayres has. come forward to con- | 
_. demn the fraudulent elections which have reduced the country to its present condi . 
, tion; and proclaimed the necessity of purifying popular suffrage, so as to guarantee 
| all parties in the enjoyment of constitutional life. = : . eT Be ee a 
; ... Almost simultaneously the President of the republic (in an incomplete manner) 

solemnly proclaimed “the urgency of the national government guaranteeing public | 
security by the enactment of wise laws to prevent frequent recourse to exceptional and. , 
precarious measures, such as state of siege.” © a ee! 

| President Avellaneda further admits that there is a general feeling of uneasiness, = 
| = showing the abnormal state of affairs; and that an important political party in Buenos Cl 

Ayres keep aloof from.all share of public life, adding that “one party cannot absorb pub- | 
, lic life without governing in a despotic manner, since the exclusion of parliamentary eye 

; discussion leads to intrigue in secret.” Bo rae cape 
Finally, the President declares a policy of oblivion, and condemns the bastard policy 

: of such governments.as leave elections in the hands of factions. - 2 
_ It is for the triumph of such ideas, the abolition of political monopoly, of electioneer- = 

| ing governments, of usurping oligarchies, of exceptional and precarious measures, of wo 
| § despotic rale, that we have fought, that we mean to fight, to fight to the last. There- | 
: fore, the proclamation of our principles, from the mouths of those who have forgotten | 

or neglected the rules of good government, is the fullest justification of our conduct and | 
| a woral trial for civic constancy. Coe RE LE De a ae | 
| Although the facts do not correspond with the promises, and the amnesty is unac- Cs 

ceptable since it is not unrestricted, I consider that the promises modify the situation, | 
es  . atleastexternally. ©. Oe | eS : ne , . 

It has been therefore onr duty to listen to proposals of an arrangement which will : 
: place the country in constitutional order.. Before taking on myself the responsibility ~ | 

of such a step, I requested my friends to maintain order till we obtained moral guaran- | 
: tees, the only ones we could expect, that the facts would come to confirm the solemn | 

declarations, ee be | os 
; _-A private conference which I have had with the President of the republic authorizes | 
: -me to hope that his acts will be up to his promises... We have arranged or proposed o : 

- nothing, except a frank recognition of the necessity to pacify the country and restore a 
constitutional order, eee SO | oe | ‘ 

i  --. On my part, I pointed out to the President-— : a Re | 
: ' 1. That the amnesty must be a general oblivion on both sides, and unrestricted. YO 
: 2. That our party coveted neither power nor emoluments, but declined all participa- 
: _ tion in the present political régime, seeking only freedom of suffrage so as to restore . 
: ~ republican principles to their properefficacy. _ Oo | . a 
q _ 3. That we hoped the President’s acts would fulfill his promises, and that hereon de- 
: . pended our future attitude. : . a 
4 The President, in reply, expressed -in general terms that his promises meant a new 7
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2 policy, which he had wished for during the last: three years, and that he would spare ! 
1 no efforts to carry it out and make it productive of good results. © 2 
fo _. Such was, in brief, the purport of our conference, both of us speaking frankly of the 1 
i ~ requirements of the.time ; aut, in conclusion, I assured his excellency that as our con- — 
2 ference was the first step toward pacification, it only remained for him to: make his’ 

deeds correspondent with his declarations. _ Co | 
. _ What evermay be the. results, we have given unquestioned proof of patriotism and | 

| good will. Let those who have promised a new political era of truth and justice fulfill 
, . their engagements with sincerity. a . : 

: Meantime let us maintain our attitude of protest, and givé our party a political or- 
| ganization, either to continue our civie resistance as. heretofore for our unrecognized 
ij rights, or to enter upon the pacific struggle within the limits of the constitution as 

soon as it becomes a reality for usall. °° + . | | 
: Wishing happiness to all my friends, I remain, a 
: | we a BARTOLOME MITRE. 

Oo | re Nowl2, 0 0 

a Mr. Osborn-to Mr. Evarts. oe : 

| Nowl42.) 0 22 7 UNITED STATES LEGATION, | 
| Buenos Ayres, May 26, 1877. (Received July 30.) | 
| | Sir: The festivals known here as the May festivals, beginning on | 
: . _ the 23d instant. and closing last-night, the 25th,.in honor.of theinde- | 
i pendence of the Argentine Republic, passed off with much splenderand = —- 
: enthusiasm. = oo ae J 
: The Te Deum at the.cathedral on the 25th was attended by the Pres- 

- ident, his cabinet, and the foreign representatives. = © 4 
| During the ceremonies at the eathedral,all the troopsin the city were 

i drawn up on parade, and after the church ceremonials were concluded 
: they were reviewed by the President. ©. oe | 

In the: afternoon, at the Colon Theater, there was-held:a literary con- 7 
; _ ference, where orations by General Mitre and others, anda poem by — 
| | Sefior Olegario Andrada, were read. The subject of the “literary con-— : 
i _ ference” was to raise money for the ‘San Martin fund” =. : 

_ Some few weeks ago President Avellaneda addressed. a publie letter — : 
| to the different provinces and societies of the republic, asking each and’ 

: all to contribute money for the purpose of bringing the remains of Gcn- | 
i _ eral San Martin from Europe to this country, = = pO 
: _. General San Martin was born in Entre Rios, now a. province of this 
i _ republic, and was one of the revolutionary heroes of South America. = 
. He was in command of the army on the west coast when the inde- ~. | 
: pendence of the Argentine, Chilian, and other republics of South 
2 America was acknowledged by Spain, and when peace and independ- : 
: - enee were obtained he resigned his command, and, saying to his-coun- — | 
i. trymen, “T know nothing about governments or making laws; my work © 
, is done,” sailed for Europe, where he died some thirty years after. | 
| - Lunderstand that quite sufficient money has already been contrib- | 
7 uted, and the government will send a war-vessel to bring back his re- 

mains, although the Chilian Government has offered the iron-clad Al mi : 
, rante, now in Europe, forthat purpose. |
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7 | Nod : | Lo, 

, ono Mr. Osborn to Mr. Evarts. — | pe 

No. 148.| | | UNITED STATES LEGATION, | em 
: Buenos Ayres, July 21,1877. (Received September 25.) ae 

5 S§rr: This country, and especially this province and its people, are . 
- again suffering by reason of the rains.and floods of the past few days. o 

| Forthree.days it rained continually both day and night, and most ofthe 7 
 timeintorrents 2 a a | / 

| From reports it appears ‘to have been general, from the west to the - 

| east coast, but perhaps this province is the greatest sufferer, esprcially | 

the southern part. — ne eee 
T am informed by the vice-president and superintendentof the South- 

ern Railroad that in the southern portion of this province fully two hun- a 

- hWundred leagues were under water, — 
It is estimated that the loss in sheep alone will number from two to) | 

three millions. Perhaps that is an overestimate, but there can be no | 
doubt that the loss in sheep and cattle is very severe. The national — 
government, as well as the provincial government, societies, and indi- = 

| viduals, has been called upon for assistance, and it is said thateach 

and all have responded nobly, 2 
‘The province of Santa Fé within the past few weeks has been afflicted = 

| by another rebellion and the loss of the California colony. | 

he rebellion was headed by an ex-governor of the province, but it | 

was soon put down with the loss of few lives. Itissaid,and IT think it  — | 

| ~ cannot be doubted, that Sefior Bayo, the governor of the province, isthe =~ 
 gause of all the trouble and attempted revolations by his acts of severity, = 

tyranny, and frequent arrests of citizens without authority of law. [TO 
"understand that he has promised the President to resign his office, 

| _ The colony in the upper Santa Fé known as the “California colony” = 

came from California some eleven years ago, consisting of about forty = 
families, and settled in the upper part of the province, outside of the — — 
military frontiers. They brought considerable money with them and — | 
purchased their own lands. With an experience of eleven yearsin this = 
country and about half the money they brought, they a few days ago — aoe 

| . ghipped at this city for Texas, where they intend to settle near the Rio 
| Grande, between Fort Clark and Hagle Pass. oo DO te Bs. 

| Tam, 8g 
| “HOS. 0. OSBORN. 8 = J
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a _ AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. | | 

- . - - No. 14. ee A | 

| ae : -  ° Mr. BealetoMr. Fish = © | 

, No. 3.[ | a _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, © 
: / a Vienna, August 14,.1876. (Received August 31.) 7 
,  Srr: Since my arrival in Europe a month ago I have diligently en-. : 
| | deavored to inform myself of the average opinion of the people in rela- | 
ia tion to the present outlook of the various countries interested in the | 
| | war of Turkey and Servia, which threatens to involve the entire con- 

|  tinent in its results. | oe ee ME ae oe | 
In looking for this public opinion I have sought chiefly to get atthe | 

: | ideas of that strong and vigorous middle class, whose views on political - | 
: subjects are justly to be regarded as of great importance and weight from 
| ' the deep interest so large a portion of the population must have inthe ~~ 
, welfare of the countries in which they live. —_. EE , 
i Pursuing this inquiry I have been surprised at the unanimity of ex- : 
| - pression of a religious sentiment which, in my judgment, is likely to | 

~ overbear all other considerations, and-in the end involve these nations | 
po in a disastrous war; for such a war, even to the final victors, can 

-_.-seareely fail to prove a disaster. | | : * | : 
Wherever I have asked I bave found, without exception, that the | 

| - deeply-rooted aversion to the Turks expressed by every one, arose not 
from well argued political objection, but from the religion of that nation. ~ : 

i ~*‘In England this has been so evidently the case that I think it probable 
i the departure of Great Britain from her general policy in regard to. 
t Turkey may be a recognition of the evident feeling of her people on the 
1 religious question involved... 2 2 On 
|. | In a discussion, one of many, with a very intelligent citizen of that | 
i . country, and after I had, for the sake of eliciting bis views, taken the | 

-  ‘Durkish side of the argument, he said, finally, ‘I am surprised that you, | 
l coming as you do from a God-fearing and church-respecting people, can 3 

look -without indignation at the prospect of the religion of Mahomet 4 
| -triumphing over that of Christ.” I replied that all this wasequally 

, true at the time of the Crimean war, which had cost England somany 
tm valuable lives and so much treasure.. To whieh he answered, “Yes; 

| but we are wiser now, and public opinion has advanced immensely since 
: that time, and I can tell you the people of this country will not permit 

1 _. the outrageous policy of neutrality between our Christian brothers and 
i. —. the followers of Mahomet.” _ : | | oe 
i In France I had a similar experience with a gentleman on this sub. : 
| ject. He said, after considerable discussion, ‘What have the Turks 7 
is ever done to advance civilization?” For argument’s sake I said, ‘ What 

have the Greeks done; or the Servians?” He replied, with great —~§ | 
1 warmth, “They are Christians, sir, and that alone is enough; but the 
oo Turks with their abominable religion must be driven out of Europe.” | 

In Vienna I have heard the same sentiments expressed with equal — 
- emphasis on the religious point; all of which satisfies me that it is a : 

1 question of faith which will govern public opinion in Europe, and that ot 
] a crusade is quite as possible now as when Peter the Hermit preached  ” 

| so many centuries ago; for now, as then, the priest marches with up- | 
lifted cross at the head of the Christian army in Servia. oo
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There is but one thing which may prevent this for the present, and | 
_ that is the division of the spoils of Turkish Europe; but even this will, | 

in my opinion, only secure a temporary postponement of the final | | 
| ‘struggle 2 | cee OO foe | CO 

/. Should Turkey be successful through conquest of arms, I do not doubt es 
| that religious sympathy in Europe will compel the nations to interfere | | 

| in favor of Servia, in spite of the evident policy of peace at this time. | 
I think Turkey herself sees this, and is therefore desirous of conducting : 

| the war on as civilized a scale as possible; for, as a nation, Ido not at — 
all believe the massacres reported as having taken place were author- | | 

_ ized, or countenanced, by the government, but were rather an ebullition Os 
| of feeling, breaking out .in places where the government was too weak =—-— 

- to control the people, and carried on by a few of the most ignorant. and Hes 
fanatical of the populace... It.is. probable this, too, is the cause of the ~ - 

. very slow advance of the Turks into Servia. 90 
> Servia lies perfectly open to invasion from Turkey along her entire = = 

_ southern border, and however strong the patriotism of her people, in- | | 
- flamed and added to by religious belief, it is difficult to see how the dis-. | oo 

’ - ciplined arms and unquestioned courage of the Turks Gan be success- a 
_ fully resisted by the less disciplined, less numerous, and less effective as 

troops of the Servians. - EE Peg | 
Certainly the whole of Europe is to-day in a very feverish and rest- 

| less condition, and fully alive to the possibility of war at any moment, — | 
| and in spite of the reiterated expressions of a peaceful intention, every | 

_ nationality is busily preparing for the time when some unexpected | 
sparks may awaken into flame the combustible material with which the. _ 

_ “astern question” isladen. = | ‘ gh FE 
|  .-. With all this we have, happily, as anation, noimmediateconcern,and | 

_ LT only report it with whatever interest it may have, for the information: 
of the Department of State, and as it presents itself to my understand- = = — J 
ing from the opportunities I have had of making up my judgment on  — 

| the present condition of affairs. | eae | 
- ~~ T have, &e., | 7 oo 7 | | 

Oe oe No.15. | Od 

| oe Mr. Beale to Mr. Fish. Tg IN | 

| No.4. 05 0 2 ' LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 7 od 
Po Vienna, August 18,1876. (Received September 11.) oo | 

_  f§1r: The character of the war as waged ,by the Turks against the | 
_ Servians does not seem to lessen in violence, in spite of the horror such — OE 

| scenes are exciting in the civilized world.. er ree 
‘The occupation by them of the valley of the Timok presents arepe-  —| 2 

tition of the horrors of the provinee of Bulgaria, but it is to be hoped 
_. a knowledge at Constantinople of a united and ominous sentiment | os 

| throughout Europe of sympathy with their fellow Christians may at least — | 
tend to soften the rigor of the conquerors. The valley of the Timok, it | | 

_. is said, has been absolutely depopulated. Those of the inhabitantswho . ~~ [ 
have escaped the sword have taken refuge, to the number of 60,000, in. | | 

— Roumania, 0 mo | 
Although against a probability of success, the Servians seem deter- | 

-Inined to fight.this war out to the bitter end, probably with the hope |
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; that its prolongation may bring to their aid some of those powers who. 
. are burning with impatience to assist them, but withheld by motives of 
, policy. | BF - pe 
: _ Sir Charles Dilke, in a speech delivered in London on the 16th ~~ 
: mstant, vouches for the veracity of the accounts of the desolation of 

Bulgaria and the wholesale slaughter of unarmed men and innocent 
. - women and children, scenes which have been repeated, itis said, in the = 

. valley of the Timok, and will be, I fear, throughout Servia. These 
appalling massacres, reported on such respectable authority, lead me to 7 
qualify my first opinion that they had been exaggerated, both inextent 

a of territory and numbers, and to join in the horror which is everywhere 
7 expressed at such barbarity. — - ee ee 

| To create a desert and call it peace is not a new art, but to revive it 
_ as a lost one belongs to the warfare of the modern Turks, if ‘we may 

i. _ believe what is currently reported, on apparently good authority, of 
tr them,: but which it is ‘still to be hoped may prove to be the exaggeration . 
fo of partisan feeling. — i | . ee oe 
I . The following proclamation has been issued by the Sultan: = 

: | CE CONSTANTINOPLE, August 14. 
be . The following is the dispatch sent by the Porte to its-representatives abroad, rela- 
i. | tive to the Bulgarian‘amnesty :. . ot . wn _ Ce 

‘His Imperial Majesty the Sultan, our august master, moved by his sentiments of = 
paternal solicitude and exceeding clemency, has been pleased to grant a fall and com- 
plete amnesty to.all the individuals who were implicated in the Bulgarian insurrection, 4 
and to those whose trial is not yet terminated. Excepted from this imperial clemency ot 

' are those who have already been sentenced, and those who, having been accused of | 
, being the chiefs and organizers of the insurrection, ‘have already been delivered into 
; the ‘hands of justice. All the others who are in custody will be-set at liberty on giv- 

ing due security. All prosecutions in connection with the events in question will .. ! 
be stopped, and henceforth no one will be pursued or arrested on this head. At the = ~ 

; same time the special tribunals to which the preliminary inquiries have been intrusted 
Ls will -be suppressed, and the sentences passed on those coming under the above-men- | 
i tioned exceptions will be referred to the ordinary tribunals” - ~ | 

2 Thave, &, _ | ns oe | 
i: 7 en oe . | KF. BEAU. ! 

fo No. 16. _ | | 

| Mr. Beate to Mr. Fish. — a 

fo No.7.) © LEGATION oF THE UNITED STarTEs, 2 
| Vienna, September 8, 1876. (Received October 5.) 

fo Sie: The war between Servia and Turkey was brought toa close,for = 
the present, on September 1, by the battle of Alexinatz, in. which, as | 
might have been expected, superior arms and discipline gave victory to 

| the Turks. © | Oo - Se | 
; The intervention asked by Servia will doubtless end in peace, but I 
1 regard any settlement by the great powers, unless by making a most | 
to radical change in Turkish affairs, as of the most temporary character, | 

_ and resembling those vain compromises by which in our own country it 
| was sought to avert the inevitable conflict between freedom and slavery. 

: - Nor am [ by any means disposed to agree with those who are congrat-_ ! 
ulating themselves on the fact that the crisis of a general: Kuropean 

; war is over. Much will depend upon how the Turk bears his successes, | 
for Christendom has been so shocked at his conduct, and is so full of 3
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_ sympathy for its fellow Christians, that the least recurrence of such | 
scenes as ushered in the campaign will make it hard to restrain Europe 

- from an interference which would lead to the abolition of the Turkish | 
government in Europe, and no amount of skilléul diplomacy could re- 
Strain this movement if farther excited. = = |. ot Spee fl 

~ . The population of Servia is 1,400,000; Bosnia, 1,300,000; Wallachia a 
and Moldavia, now consolidated as Roumania, 4,500,000. Of these, = = — J 
seven-tenths are said to be Christians. Servia and Roumania are prac- TS | 
tically independent states, acknowledging the titular sovereignty of the | 
Porte, and paying an annual tribute, | 
~The population of European Turkey south of the Balkans is 6,000,000, | 

of whom a majority are Turks, although even this is stoutly denied by | 
| some authorities. — CPE ny ES Oe pad Sa ag SE ye se | : 

To an American, the obvious idea would be for three contiguous states | 
| . to unite under one government—if it were permitted, like our own—and | | 

under whose laws they conld not fail to reach a distinguished position | | 
| among the nations, as well as to give such an assurance of powerin —© 
| their unity as would command respect from all neighbors... ss oo 
| The habits of the people, I am told, differ as widely as their religion. | 

The Christians are decidedly progressive: establish schools, improve in — 
agriculture, are docile, hamane, and industrious. The Turk is said to 

| — be just the reverse, and to have utterly lost his ancient characteristics = 
| of truthfulness and fair dealing, and to be morose, fanatical, vindictive, _ 4 

- intolerant, and indolent; a foe to progress in any shape,and having his __ 
| —_- worst passions excited to frenzy by the appearance of a Christian school- . 

teacher. If one may believe apparently impartial persons, they justify. = = 
| the remarks of Sir Gardiner Wilkinson, who says of them: “Itisthe | 
| only instance of a nation having reached its zenith of power without | 

having been civilized. It came into Europe as a horde, it became pow-- | 
| erful as a horde, and it remains a horde.” Os UES See eo 

| I have, &e., : : | ee ee | 
: OO oe EK. F. BEALE. — 4 

; ae NOL TT | os ) | 

oo Mr, Bealeto Mr. Fishh - | 

: No. 8.] UEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = . 
: | —-- Vienna, September 27, 1876. (Received October 25.) | eee 
| . Srer: Since my last we have had various, constant, and conflicting | 

rumors in relation to the peace negotiations now in progress in settle. = = = | 
| mentofthe Turco-Servian war, = | gM ras SP a aes wee 
| he Servian army has been so largely reinforced by Russian volun-. ae 

teers that it is again very formidable, and, with the two opposing forces | 
| within rifle-range of each other, it is doubtful whether the pacific inten- 
i tions of both governments may not be frustrated by accidental collision oe 
| or the design of those who would prefer to see the war prosecuted _ | 
| rather than peace established. The proclamation by the army of Prince oT 

| Milan as King seems to have been an embarrassing event to that ruler, kee 
, for if he declines it he may offend his army to a degree that would jeop-. a 

ardize his position, and if he accepts be will offend powers which have | 
been his greatest friends. The army is now said to be beyond his con- | | 

) trol, and an ambitious and successful leader of it might so far endear OE 

himself to the people as to render a usurpation of the supreme authority = —— ON a po De ee | oe SEES : Y ,
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j- no difficult matter. _The peace negotiations seem to be a mere patch 2 
a work of compromises, which, even if successful in bridging over the im- ! 

mediate difficulty, would leave the future full of anxiety and liable at | 
any moment to set Eurepe in a blaze of war. : | Den | 

The more one looks at the Eastern question the more perplexing and 
to _ intricate it becomes, and the greater the difficulty of reconciling con- 
i _ flicting claims and producing permanent tranquillity short of cutting the = 
fo Gordian knot by a total termination of Turkish rule over the Christian __ 

. _ provinces. Bosnia is a striking illustration of one of these difficulties. — 
i She is a sort of inland peninsula; that is to say, she is hemmed in by : 

Montenegro, a virtually free province, bold, warlike and progressive, on : 
| one side, and Servia, occupying the same relation to Turkey as Montene- = 

| gro, on the other, leaving Bosnia connected with the power to which. = 
| she belongs politically only by a narrow neck of territory. 7 | 

_ It is interesting to recall that in this country of Bosnia originated the : 
|. first Protestant movement of Western Europe, and that even beforethe = 

: heresies (as the Catholic Church calls them) of John Huss, in Bohemia, © 
- gbe had sent out ber missionaries to preach the gospel as she read it, and 

|. to disseminate her religious views over the rest of the world.- When _ 

, the persecutions of the church of Rome were at their worst, and de 
. Montfort had desolated Provence, she offered, in this remote corner, a | 

Po generous asylum to her co-religionists, many of whom found here what — 
had been denied them at home, the right to worship God after thir own =| 
forms and belief. oe oo | 

| Suddenly,.in 1643, in a single week, the Turks overran the entire — : 
to country,.and from. that date to the present, the béte noire of European = 

politics has been the Eastern question. | 
| The country abounds in undeveloped mineral wealth, which, if worked, | | 

bo would produce a revenue capable of sustaining a great state. The | 
: Romans took from its mountains vast treasure in the precious metals, . 
2 | besides which it is richly supplied with iron and coal, and the largest —_- 

deposits of quicksilver have long been known to exist there. ao 
|. To our countrymen it will be interesting to know that the Slavic races | 

| inhabiting these states seem always to have had a strong democratic | 
tendency, and a dim but instinctive sentiment in favor of republican | 
self-government. _ re | 7 | 
An intelligent and cultivated gentleman writing of them in this pres- 

: ent year, and speaking of their past as well as present condition, says: | 

a The whole Illyrian triangle was divided into a great number of small statesorinde- 
pendent districts, called Zupy. Zupa means a bond or confederation, and each Zupa 
was a confederation of sma]l villages or communities, represented by a magistrate : 
 ealled a Zupan. The Zupans elected a Grand Zupan, who may be looked upon as the 

1 president of the federation, —=—— . 

| The same author, in speaking of the Croats, another branch of the , 
| Slavic race, says : ne . | ) | ee 

| | It became a constitutional principle in Croatia, that when the king died anew king, 
should be elected by the bans of the crown lands§ = | 

} This was as early as the seventh century; and in speaking of them _ 
2 as they exist to-day, he says: | | an : a 

| The Bosnians are of a temperament admirably fitted for parliamentary government, 
| and, what is more, owing to their still preserving the relics of the free institutions of 
| | the primitive Sclavs, they are familiar with its machinery. - In their family commu- — 

nities and in their villages the first principles. of representative government are 
| | - practiced every day. me a Se . —— 

fo _ This is high commendation from a most intelligent author, and gives _ 
| hopes that the race which produced for ancient Rome a Justinian and a |
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_ Belisarias, as well asin later times the earliest Protestants of the Chris- = 
tian Church, may yet, under: the benign influence of good government ae 
and freedom from the oppressive exactions of Turkey, justify the uni-— Bases 
versal sympathy which has of late been so freely offered by all Chrise = 
tendom. ee Oe “gs 

a * a %# * * * rs ee 

. ie moa SR, BEALE, 

if ater Mr, Beale to Mr. Fish. Hees 7 oe EOP SOR ee 

| No.15.] | © Le@atTion oF THE UNITED STATES, 
| oS — Véenna, November 2, 1876. (Received November 20.) _ ao 

; . Sie: I have received from the minister for foreign affairs a cireular _ es 
; note, communicating the existing regulation in this empire bearing upon | as 
, ._—_ the deportment and salutes to beexhibited and tendered towardsmembers : 
| of the army of other countries who may appear in military uniform, = = = © 
f  _—scunder the condition, however, that reciprocal attention shall be observed = oe 
| in those countries towards members of the Austro-Hungarian army. IT” | 
3 am requested to submit this fact to the knowledge of the United States 
: government, and accordingly append a copy of the note, which is in the Ce es 
| French language, together with a translation. ees oes 
| —s Thave,&e, 9 _ | oo ee 
, uo aes - ELF. BEALEK © 

| . | . [Inclosure.—Translation.] a - ae 

: | Oo | NOTE VERBAL. Ne ee ; . | sue 

According to the regulation introduced into the Austro-Hungarian army, and sane. | 
‘ tioned by His Majesty the Emperor and King, all the members of the armed forces 
{ appear in uniform whether at home or abroad; then the sentinels and guards are re-_— - he 
4 quired to render to the troops, flags, and military of other powers, without.exception, == = —_ 
Z the same honors as to the troops, flags, and military of the said army.  — Cap) yd Se aatien 
E _It is further the duty of the imperial and royal military officials, who may be abroad aes 
1 - on leave of absence, and who desire there to wear their uniforms, that they present ye 
4 ‘themselves before the military authorities of the station where they aré passing their . © 
q leave of absence. Cy I VE pce 1 EP: CA ea ' 

: While adding, that the regulation of courtesy in question has been enacted upon ls 
§ condition of reciprocity, the imperial-royal ministry for foreign affairs begs to request | 

the legation of the United States of America to be pleased to convey the foregoing eee 
: to the knowledge of its government: = — : pRB S eetes ee : 

_ ‘Vrenna, October 30,1876. cs a | a eB os oo 

; a Mr, Fish to Mr. Beale 

} \Nol4]  DepaRtMEnT or Stare, a 
i: hog at ge es Washington, December 6, 1876. — 
7 | SiR: Upon the receipt of your No. 15, stating that you had received 
4 from the minister of foreign affairs a circular note communicating the Oo 
| existing regulations of the Empire bearing upon the deportment and
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| - salutes to officers of the armies of other countries who may appear in 
L military uniform, with the condition that reciprocal attention shall be : 
i observed in those countries toward officers of the Austro-Hungarian 

army, I caused a copy of your dispatch to be submitted to the Secretary | 
of War, with the request that he would furnish me with a reply for your 

: | information. _ | | | 
: J am now in receipt of a communication from the Secretary of War, . 
: - Inclosing a letter addressed to him by General Sherman, to whom the : 
: matter bad been referred, and in whose views the Secretary states that | 
i he fully concurs. In this communication it is stated that as Kuropean 
: nations are more familiar with the uniforms and decorations of rank. | 
| among one another than we can be in this country, it might be difficult 

po at times to instruct our troops to pay the honors due to particular ranks. : 
. as shown by the uniforms of the several nations, but that every effort : 

| will be made to extend to Austrian officers traveling or sojourning in | 
| the United States the fullest honors belonging to their grade, whether : 
ho by salutes of guns or guards of honor, requesting only that each officer | 
: carry with him and exhibit his commission or evidence of rank, which, 

| it is stated, is usually certified through their minister residing in Wash- | 
| | ington. | Ld Pe Sage nee oS Eg | 
| _. he General of the Army expresses the pleasure it will give himin — 

using every effort to reciprocate proper honors toward officers of the : 
| Austro-Hungarian army. | | | : 
| I will thank you to communicate these facts to the minister of foreign | 
| | affairs. | | oo . | 
. | | lam, &e., oo : ws 
: | | HAMILTON FISH. | | 

| | Mr. Beale to Mr Fish. — oo mo | 

pe No. 22.| | _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
| : Vienna, December 18, 13876. (Received January 22, 1877.) 

| | Sir: Referring to Mr. Delaplaine’s dispatch, No. 114, of the 14th of | 
, March last, wherein mention is made of the passage, at that time, by. | 
| the Reichsrath, of a law authorizing and empowering the minister of / 

, finance for Cisleithania to contract a loan and to issue bonds for the ~~ 

: same, the interest to be at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum, payable in : 

| gold, and the coupons to be free from all tax on reduction, I have | 

| now to advise you that on the 10th instant subscriptions to the samefor - | 

\ forty millions of florins were invited at the rate of fifty-six florins in | 

: gold per hundred of the loan. The total amount was subscribed for on | 

| | the first day. : - | 

: For my own part I must avow the opinion that the Austrian public | 

7 ~ . eredit does not exhibit a favorable appreciation, when a gold loan pro- 
| ducing annually nearly 8 per cent. at the rate of emission did not obtain : 

fo higher competition. As I am informed that the allotments now bear a : 

| premium of only one-half of 1 per cent., I am further disposed to believe | 

, that the subscriptions made were generally not for permanent Invest- 

: ment, but in the speculative hope of early realizing a small profit : 

‘ee thereon. | | | 7 : 

| I consider it perhaps appropriate, in reference to the public credit of :
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_ Austria proper, to here submit certain statistics relative to the commer- : 
cial movement, as deduced from the custom-returns (the duties being 
payable in coin only) in the various provinces represented in the | . | 

_ Reichsrath, exclusive of Dalmatia. wg Te TE eg fee ca 
The import duties for the current year exhibit a sum total of 13,433,260 — 

florins, compared with 14,934,882 florins received the former year, pro- | os 
ducing a difference of 1,501,622 florins. In the duties of export the ~ 

~ amount is this yearalso less by 4,794 florins than in the corresponding oe 
| period of 1875, namely, 180,131—175,337 ; connecting with these figures co 

those of indirect imposts, indicating a diminution of 21,721 florins, we 
have a total decrease of 1,527,637 florins. | 

The duties received in Dalmatia for merchandise imported from the ~ - 
Ast of January, 1876, to the 31st October for the current year exhibit: eos 

- a difference of 2,354 florins, compared with the figures of the correspond- 
ing period of the year 1875, being 285,433—283,089 florins, So | 

a As to the present quantity of coin now in Austria, I am unable to | a 
| form a conjecture, as [ have no official report, while [ would remark oe 

_ that none has for a long time past been in cireulation, with the excep-. ae 
- tion of a much debased class of small coin, being fractional parts of a | | 

florin. | oe | - ee fe 
| Tam, &e,, oo a . | | ay 

he | - 7 E. F. BEALE, — | | 

| No. 21. OS : | 

: a Mr. Beale to Mr. Fish. a . 

| = No. 29.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
| | Vienna, January 27,1877. (Received February 16.) | | 
i Siz: The Turks, having isolated themselves from the other European —_—i*ij 
5 powers, by declining to accept any of the propositions of the confer- 4 
| ence, that body has dispersed. . | eee : 

, More than two months ago the Emperor of Russia, in his Moscow  — J 
|. speech, declared that if the European powers failed to extort from By 

| Turkey justice for its Christian subjects, he would for himself, and act- ~~ | 
| ing independently, compel the Turks to a recognition of their rights.- | | 

~ It now remains to be seen whether the condition of his countryis  .—s J 
f such as to enable him to fulfill his pledge, or whether he will feel the ae 
| mortifying necessity of admitting that what seemed to Europe as his  — 

| solemn and deliberate words were the choleric and inconsiderate im-  —— | 
| pulse of the moment. ou shay ee ae ee 

| If he really meant, and still means war, the opportunity wasneverso == ff 
| _ good before, and perhaps will never again be so favorable. The resist-_ 

ance of Turkey to the very moderate demands of the vonference leaves 
her without an ally in Europe, and at the same time makes Russia in oe 

- some sort the champion of the other powers to redress the wrongsof ——s J 
which they complained. COE Seek B foo Sn Reo ley. Poon 

: ‘It is said-that since the mobilization of her army, Russia finds itso =| 
: _ farfrom what she thought, that shecannot make war with anyhopeofsue- —— | 
7 @©=—s—s cess against Turkey, and that the Turks, knowing that it is only a ques- | | 
| tion of time when they must fight Russia, find it more convenient to do &€ 
1.  sonow, while they have aveteran army already in the field,thanto defer | 

it toa time when Russia might be stronger and Turkey weaker. The &| 
: - armistice between Turkey and Servia terminates on the 1st of March, | |
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| so that if Russia would save that country from such treatment as Tur” 
io key usually awards to her enemies, she must be prompt to-act, and the , 
| ss present month will probably be one of intense interest. a 
; It is evident that the war cannot, if once begun, be localized, and it 

is difficult to foresee how far over the earth’s surface it may extend. — | 
| _ Only a few days ago I saw that the Mohammedan subjects of the Em- ! 
| ‘ - press Victoria in India had subscribed several millions of dollars to : 
| aid the Turkish cause against any Christian state which might attack , 

| | It is not without its consolations to know that all Europe is suffering  _ 
2 _. Jike ourselves from a terrible depression in financial matters, and per- | 
i haps that fact may be the most. potent in deciding the question of war | 

po or peace. It is quite certain also to my mind that all Europe must, 
fo - within a very few years, undergo a fearful political fermentation, from 

which it will emerge purified. _ - | | 
i | *. _ * a * 7 x ; x * - | 

As for the Eastern question, it remains just as it was before, for the 
| present, until we see what action Russia may take in the matter. a 

foo | ~No.22, | : 

| | | Mr. Beale to Mr. Fish, | | od 

| No. 81.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, > 
Vienna, January 31, 1877. (Received March 3.) | 

| Sir: Referring to my No. 27, I herewith forward through the United __ 
, States consulate at Hamburg two publications this morning received 
2 from the foreign office, accompanying a note of which are herein in- 
is closed a copy together with translation, = . ce 2 
|  .  Lhave, &e., | a oo — | 7 : 

: | “ _ [Inclosure.—Translation. ] 3 

oe | In continuation of. the respectful note of 5th of last month, the minister of for: 
eign affairs has now the honor to communicate to the envoy extraordinary and min™ 

1 _ ister plenipotentiary of the United States of America, Mr. Edward F. Beale, the in- 
to. formation desired by him, and derived from the imperial-royal ministry of agriculture, 
: : relative to the production of gold and silver from the mines in Austro-Hungary. | 

. Especially it must be remarked, that the statistical particulars received relative to - 
. the production of gold and silver in the entire Austro-Hungarian monarchy reach only | | 

. to the year 1867 inclusive, but from the year 1867 to 1875 extend only to the provinces | 
: | represented in the Reichsrath.; further, the Austrian mining law prevails generally still - 

in the countries of the Hungarian Crown, and therefore the statements delivered by 
to | the imperial-royal minister of agriculture fully suffice the commission appointed in 
1 0 Washington for the investigation of the coin, and currency relations. ——- yo 
1 . As regards the question, how large the product of gold and silver mines during the 
4 present century may be, the ministry for foreign affairs begs to place at fhe disposal of 
| the envoy the accompanying tabular statement, which contains the gold and silver | 

production of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy in the years 1800 to 1867, and thatin 
1 the provinces represented in the Reichsrath in the years. 1868 to 1875. 
4 The statements are derived. up to the year 1854, from the “ Review of the mining | 
| , production of the Austrian Monarchy,” compiled from official sources by the ministe- 
1 . rial counsellor in the ministry of agriculture, F. M. von Friese, (Vienna, 1852 and 1855, 
| Depository of F. Manz,) and for the following yeats, from the annually appearing stat-. . 
1 | _ istical publications, (the mining operations in Austria.) oo _
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fo - Proceeding to. the second question, “under what conditions is the mining of the a 

precious metals allowed, é&c.,” the following observations are proper: | eee | 
-_.. The conditions for the acquisition and exercise of mining licenses for the precious — | 

| metals are the same as for the other minerals derived (rather reserved) from the dis- - | 
posal of the land proprietors, and are settled by the general mining laws of May 23, 

_ 41854. Hereby every lawful purchaser. and proprietor of land is entitled to obtain So 
mining licenses and to purchase and own mines. (S.F.a.B.G.). eee 

. ~ Whoever will uncover, that is, seek reserved minerals in their depositories, and open 
those found so far that the transfer of the right of possession of the same can follow, | 
requires for that purpose the consent of the mining authorities, (sec. 13, 14, of a. — a 
B. G,) through indication of the point at which the discoverer intends to begin an . 

_ opening and to-set.the marks of uncovering the mine; the discoverer obtains the right . os 
| within a horizontal circle whose radius amounted to 425 meters, (224 Wiener clafter,) | - 

. and whose center point is the place where the shaft is sunk, (free opening circle,) to ae 
_ forbid the erection of a strange shaft-house, (sec. 32,21, of a. B. G.).° The original ac- . | 
- quisition of the right of property in the reserved minerals within a specified limit. and = __ a8 

the authority to extract. the same, are dependent upon the permission of the mining ks 
| authorities, we SF eras fe eR ga OA - 

This is only admissible when reserved minerals in their depository are so disclosed in — oe 
the designated place that they can be regarded according to the local relations as _ 
worthy of paying the expense of working. .One to four simple pits may be granted = 
upon. a single opening; a pit includes a horizontal rectangle of 45,116 square meters, ==. 
(12,544 square clafter,) and extends usually in perpetual heights and depths, (illim- | 
itable.) mo eee ee - : tes oe . | 

| —--~ Sheuld the minerals, however, appear in hollows and beds of rivers, m masses of aes 

| stone or mountain deposits, then the concession of mining claims is allowed to a sur- | 
: _. face of 115 square meters, (32,000 Wiener clafcer,) the depths of which extend only to | 
|. the loose stones upon it. (Secs. 40, 42, 44, 46, 47,76,and 77,a.B.G.). oe 

. . These are the material ordinances for obtaining mining authorizations. Mining Se 
4 operations are subjected further to the enactments of mining laws in regard to mining _ | 

police, and the working of mines. (VIII and XIlofa.B.G.) 0 0 2 000 —— 
i For more precise information upon this second question there is attached, in the Na 
7 ——s second appendix, a copy of the general mining law, and of the ordinances issued in the. aE 

Finally, as to taxation of mines of precious metals, they are treated the same as all. 
1 other mines, and every free opening and every simple. pit is subjected to an annual 

- impost of 4 florins; further, an income-tax, calculated at 5 per cent. of the net income 
4 upon the products of mining, is to be paid, to which are to be added the various sup- | 
; plementary taxes, which vary in amount. . | - . | 

| The undersigned avaiis himself of this occasion to renew to the envoy the expression a 
i of his distinguished consideration. —_’ | le : 3 / a | 
: | Vienna, January 31,1877. . Do ta ee gp eS es Ae 8 ea] 
i | | So — For the minister for foreign affairs, a 
1 | , aa | - | oe — - ORCZY, 

; | Co No. 28, 0 | 7 | 

_ Mr. Fish to Mr. Beale. | oe Oo 

f No.21.] — a DEPARTMENT OF STATE, © 
1 oe | _ Washington, February 9, 1877. - 

; Sir: By articles XVIII to XXI of the treaty of Washington of May — | 
| 8, 1871, two copies of which are herewith inclosed, certain privileges 
: with reference to fisheries on the coasts of the colonies of Great Britain , © 
7 ~—s are granted to the United States, and certain similar privileges uponour 

| coasts to Great Britain, in addition to which the freedom from customs- — oe 
; dues on fish and fish-oil in the United States and the British colonies | | 

1 iseonceded, 2 - 
; _ By article XXII, however, it was agreed that commissioners should = 
i — be appointed to determine what compensation, in their opinion, if any, 
j should be paid by the Government of the United States toGreat Britain 
4 for privileges so accorded to citizens of the United States, the assertion 

- having been made by Great Britain that the privileges so accorded to Se
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i. the United States were greater than those granted to Great Britain, | 
| | ~ which assertion is not admitted by this Government. | | ok | 
i _. The manner of the appointment of these commissioners was provided 
7 by article XXIII, which also provided for the appointment of a third 
| commissioner, by the joint agreement of the two governments, and that = 
: _ if such commissioners should not have been so appointed within a period _ 
| _ of three months from the date at which article X XIII became effective, 
i | that such third commissioner should be named by the representative at. 
: London of His Majesty the Emperor of Austria and King of Hungary. 2 

Owing to the necessity of legislation, articles X VIII to X:XV did not 
, go into effect until July 1, 1873; and owing. to various causes, to which | 
fo, I shall not advert, the third commissioner was not agreed on by thetwo. 
| governments within the three months named in article XXIII Other 
| negotiations then intervened, which, it was thought, might entirely do / 

away with the meeting of the commission, and which have delayed the | 
| matter, so that it has not as yet been organized. — Jonge 5 
: : The two governments have made appointments, however, of commis-  — 
7 sioners, as provided in article XXIII, and of agents as therein provided, 
2 the third commissioner only being required to constitute the tribunal. | 
Po I have stated these preliminary facts to inform you generally upon 
| the subject, and I transmit to you herewith the draught of a note which | 

you will present to the minister for foreign affairs, requesting that the | 
: Emperor will be pleased to permit. his ambassador at London to under- | 

take the duty which, by article X XII of the treaty, the two governments | 
have intrusted to him, and to select some person properly qualified to | 

| | act as such third commissioner. | | | | 
| A note identic in form will be presented to the minister for foreign | 

affairs by Sir Andrew Buchanan, Her Majesty’s ambassador at Vienna, 
| and you will arrange with your British colleague for the simultaneous. | 

: presentation of your respective notes on this subject. Oh 
i As it is hoped to organize the commission during the coming spring | 
, or summer, it is desired that no time be lost in submitting the subject | 

[ and in requesting the requisite permission. = Oo | 
Po You will inform the department by telegraph as soon as you shall _ 
i have received the reply of the Emperor, of the purport thereof. - 

Tam, &e, | , Ss oe - 
— | a | , HAMILTON FISH. | 

: | [NorE.—For copy of draught of note mentioned, see inclosure 1 in : 
: No. 41, page 25.] | oo 

| | ) No, 24. | 

i 7 Mr. Delaplaine to Mr. Fish. . ) | 

| « No.39} LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, ~~ | 
i | Vaenna, February 26, 1877. (Received March 16.) — | 

! Sir: I received on the 24th instant your No. 21, and without delay I | 
advised Sir Andrew Buchanan of the arrival of your instructions in the 

| matter therein referred to, he having some days previously intimated | 
| | at the legation bis anticipation of their coming. We engaged to arrange : 

at the foreign office for an early interview with Count Andrassy, and : 
i he afterwards communicated to me that it would take place to-day at | ‘noon. ee 7 , a 

At the interview I presented to his excellency a copy of the treaty of
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_ Washington, of May 8, 1871, together with a note drawn in accordance” 
with the form inclosed in your dispatch, and almost identical with the — 

_ note which was presented by the British ambassador. eke 
-. The count, in reply, expressed his conviction that His Majesty would _ poe 

with pleasure direct his ambassador at London to act in compliance with oe 

the joint desire of the two governments, and name a third com missioner, _ 
and that in such event he would transmit by telegraph the requisite oe 
instructions to Count Beust. — — Se BP 

; JT have, &e., | ae So . 
: ee ee ee J. F.DELAPLAINE, * 

PN 25 EE EE ae BS 

} hr, Delaplaine to Mr. Fish. ES ee 

. No. 41.] | _. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 2 te 
| | Vienna, March 1, 1877. (Received March 19.) oo 

. Sir: Referring to my Nos. 39 and 40, I beg to advise my receipt this _ | 
morning of a note from his excellency Count Andrassy, wherein amin- 
formed that His Imperial and Royal Majesty has graciously been pleased 5 

-.to consent that his ambassador in London should undertake the duty of noes 

| - selecting a gentleman to act as third commissioner under the twenty- 
| third article of the treaty of Washington of 8th May, 1871, and that ~ 

| . Count Beust has been accordingly instructed by his excellency the im- | 

perial-royal minister for foreign affairs. . ene : 
: His Imperial and Royal Majesty’s ambassador has been further in- | 

structed, after having made the selection, to communicate forthwith 

; the same to the foreign office in London, and to the representative of _ | 
7 the United States at that court. - ee ee S 

I herewith append a copy of my note to Count Andrassy, and his ex- — 

: cellency’s reply, together with translation. | | - 
 Thave, &e., ee OS EE ee 

| | J. KF. DELAPLAINE. | 

a [Inclosure 1 in No. 41.] a | | 

: - | Myr. Delaplaine to Count Andrdssy. Oo : eo et a 

| CO en LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, ——~ . 
_ - Ds wg Vienna, February 26, 1877. oe 

q M. LE MinistRE: Articles XVIII, XIX, and XXI of the treaty of Washington, of | 
i the 8th of May, 1871, of which I have the honor herewith to inclose a copy, provide — 
f for certain privileges in respect to fisheries and remission of customs duties, to be os 
: - granted by the United States and Great Britain respectively, and in the twenty-second. | 
- and twenty-third articles of the treaty itis further provided: = | 
: - “ARTICLE XXII. Inasmuch as it is asserted by the government of her Britannic oe 
1 -—s- Majesty that the privileges accorded to the citizens of the United States under Article : 
7 XVIII of this treaty are of greater value than those accorded by Articles XIX and XXI- oe 

of this treaty to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, and this assertion is not ad- ane | 
mitted by the Government of the United States, it is further agreed that commission-’ Fe 

4 ers shall be appointed to determine, having regard to the privileges accorded by the _ oe 
q - United States to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, as stated in Articles XIX and oe 
i - XXI of this treaty, the amount of any compensation which, in their opinion, ought to | - 
a be paid by the Government of the United States to the Government of Her Britannic 
a Majesty in return for the privileges accorded to the citizens of the United States under _ : 
4 Article XVIII of this treaty; and that any sum of money which the said commission- | 
4 - ers may so award shall be paid by the United States Government, in a gross sum, with- 
q in twelve months after such award shall have been given. CE - : ;
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2 | “ARTICLE XXIII. The commissioners referred to in the preceding article shall be ! 
: appointed in the following manner, that is to say: one commissioner shall be named 
: _ by the President of the United States, one by Her Britannic Majesty, and a third by 
: 7 the President of the United States and Her Britannic Majesty conjointly; and incase 
cf; _ the third commissioner shall not have been so named within a period of three months 
j from the date when this article shall take effect, then the third commissioner shall be’ 

named by the representative at London of His Majesty the Emperor of Austria and 
King of Hungary. In case of the death, absence, or incapacity of any commissioner, 
or in the event of any commissioner omitting or ceasing to act, the vacancy shall be _ 

3 : filled in the manner hereinbefore provided for making the original appointment, the | 
| period of three months, in case of such.substitution, being calculated from the date of | 
, - | the happening of .the vacancy. | : a | - | 
, - “The commissioners so named shall meet in the city of Halifax, in the province of 
i. Nova Scotia, at the earliest convenient period after they have been respectively named, | 

and shall, before proceeding to any business, make and subscribe a solemn declaration 
that they will impartially and carefully examine and decide the matters referred to 

_ 4hem to the best of their judgment, and according to justice and equity; and such 
. declaration shall be entered on the record of their proceedings. | / | 

{ .. ‘“‘ Rach of the high contracting parties shall also name one person to attend the com-. ~* | 
i Oo mission as its agent, to represent it generally in all matters connected with the com- 

mission. : | Wan a | 
‘The period of three months specified in the article above quoted having elapsed; it = 

1, _. has become necessary to take steps for the appointment of the third commissioner in 
. accordance with its provisions, and with this view I have received the instructions of | - 

my government to request you to invite His Imperial and Royal Majesty to be gra-- 
: <iously pleased to instruct his ambassador at London. to undertake the duty of select- 

ing some gentleman properly qualified to act in the capacity of third commissioner. aan 
to | In consideration of the fact that the proceedings at the Halifax commission will be | conducted in the English language, and that any evidence, documents, or oral testimony | 

will be also in English, it appears to my government to be a necessary qualification 
; _ that the third commissioner should possess an accurate knowledge of that language. . 

: The commissioner appointed by the President of the United States is the Hon. En- 
. 7 sign H. Kellogg, and the commissioner appointed by Her Britannic Majesty is Sir Alex- 

_ ander T. Galt, K. C. B., &c. , een 
| The arrangements for the constitution of the commission being otherwise complete, 

j I have the honor to suggest that it would be desirable that the third commissioner | 
| should be named by the representative at London of His Imperial and Royal Majesty 
| 8 soon as may be convenient. - we ng Sa 

_ I have, further, the honor to inform you that my British colleague has received in- _ 
structions to act conjointly with me in making this request, and he will address youa 

: note in similar terms to that which-I have now the honor to present. oe 
 Thave, &c., Oe . , 7 | ee 

: oe | | Oe J. F, DELAPLAINE. | 

_ [Inclosure 2 in No. 41.—Translation.] co! 

: a — Count Andrdssy to Mr. Delaplaine. | 

: Cf oe VIENNA, February 28, 1877. So 
The undersigned, minister of the imperial house and for foreign affairs,has had the —- 

- honor to receive the esteemed note of the 26th instant, in which the chargé d’affaires of 
i the United States of America, Mr. Delaplaine, was pleased, under the instructions of. 

his government, to express the request that the imperial and royal ambassador in 
| London of His Majesty the Emperor and King should be authorized, in the senseof > 

i. Article XXIII of the treaty concluded at Washington on the 8thof May, 1871, between 
| ‘Great Britain and the United States of America, to indicate the third commissioner 

_ for the negotiation of the differences pending between these two states in the fisheries 
‘ee ‘question. a . | 

t In response to this note, the undersigned begs respectfully to inform the chargé OG 
} affaires that he has represented the matter to His Majesty, and after having obtained - 
, His Majesty’s authorization, he has invited the imperial and royal ambassador in Lon- : 
i; don to undertake the nomination of the third commissioner, in accordance with the ! 

_ enactment of the said article. , . | 
: At the same time Count Beust has been requested to communicate forthwith the . i 
{ ‘selection made by him to the foreign office in London, and to the representative of the ! 
| ‘Government of the United States at that place. =~ —-— | BO 
2 | | The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to the chargé d’affaires the ! 

-assurance of his distinguished consideration. | ee | 7 oe | me So . ANDRASSY. 2 

i . . . |
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i Beale to Mr. Evarts, a 

| Nod5LJo° |  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, : 4 
| oe Vienna, April 9,1877. (Received April 23.) Ae 

 §rr: As there has been a considerable discussion as to the relative ayes 
- gtrength and efficiency of the Turkish and Russian armies, I send you ~~ a 
an opinion from an American of intelligence on that subject. My in- — ae 
formant has had an active experience in the field during our civil war, | ee 

| and is, therefore, entitled to credit, and the more so in this instance as — oe 
he was an eye-witness to the late operations in Servia. In a letter ae 
lately received from him, he says, in reply to an inquiry of mine: — 7 ER eS 

' The Turks have not got 200,000 men on the Danube line. They have probably that — pa 
| number of regulars and irregularson the Balkan line and Danube, and scattered in the a 

-. intervening country, but the regulars are badly officered. They are splendid privates, | Le 
i —s and_s have good rifles and ammunition, but the qua rtermaster and medical, as well as | Be 

i . commissary departments, are wretchedly organized. The irregulars are good enough | : oo 

scouts, but are not worth much as fighters. i Ch a, 
| I believe the Turks have about 150,000 regulars like those above mentioned, brave, | | | 

-- patient fellows. This force of regulars is scattered over the empire. Then they have oe ee 
. two or three hundred thousand irregulars, varying in utility from half-drilled reserves | 

to the entirely worthless Bashi-Bazouks. | BO | eg oe | 

~  -[ have, &e., Lo | ae 

: Fo «BL FE. BEALE. a 

ae ee ~  No27. | ag) 

aS | ~ Mr. Delaplaine to Mr. Evarts. | Ee oe ee 

; =sdONo..: 57. | . LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, . 
a : | Vienna, April 26,1877. (Received May 14.) a 

| __ Ste: The lower house of the Reichsrath has resumed the parliament- , 
ary labors which have been interrupted for the past month. On the offi- | es 

| - cial order of the day were inscribed subjects of grave importance to the oe 
i; empire, namely, the revision of the compromise with Hungary, the re- ce 

newal of the customs and commercial union, and especially the bank os 

question, encumbered with the long debated and contested proposals ae 
and concessions in the ministerial conferences, charged with the solution 

f of the differences between the two cabinets. The same subjects are now veel 

1 . submitted also to the Hungarian Diet for deliberation. CEES ae eas | 
~ Owing to the varied divergences in opinion, and the especial difficulty __ 
of the question, the appointed season for the introduction of the com- aa 

: promise plans has. been repeatedly adjourned. Now the period has, ce 
| however, arrived when the legislative representative bodies of both ee eo 
i halves of the empire areimperatively called to decide upon a complexity | ae 

_of.important laws, and that, too, at a moment when the sanguinary con- oa ee 
; flict. on its eastern frontiers is imminent, if not already begun. ~ Ms 

7 __sCAs ‘yet the empire has not assumed any hostile attitude, or at least is es. 
i not known to have engaged itself to any pronounced policy; stillevents = 

7 = may occur that shall demand decisive action, and may involve it ih the Hees 
- eontest in behalf of its commercial interests. ss | Lee 

_. These cannot fail to be prejudicially affected by the war, inasmuchas 
the Orient forms the chief outlet for the export. of its manufactures. It a 

q s felt that at sueh a time no delay should take place in placing the :
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, _ political and economical relations between Cis- and Transleithania on a | 
, firm, durable, and satisfactory basis, and especially as, throu gh the com- : 
2 promise, an improvement of the financial situation of Hungary is fully : 
| 7 anticipated. | | | ete 
2 In the Austrian lower chamber, the following draughts of laws in 
| reference to the Austro-Hungarian compromise were submitted by the | 
3 minister of finance: | : : 
| | A. Plan in regard to the debt of eighty millions of florins contracted | 
i- by the state with the National Bank of Austria. | ms 2 
1 : B. Plan relative to the creation of an Austro-Hungarian banking in- 

_ stitution, with the following annexed stipulations: 1. Proposed statutes; 
: 2. Regulations relative to the division of hypothecated credit ; 3. Plan | 
, of arrangement between the Austrian and Hungarian ministers of fi- 
: _ nance on the one side, and the National Bank of Austria on the other. - : 
7 C. Draught of law relative to the taxation on spirits. CO 
: D. Draught of law relative to the imposts to be laid on the manufact- | 
2 ure of beet-sugar. a oo | are en | 
| The minister of commerce offered two draughts of law asking that ~~ 
, _ the ministry be authorized to come to an agreement with the Hungarian | 

a cabinet touching the conclusion of a customs and commercial union, and : 
| to effect, moreover, an understanding relative to putting into execution ! 

| _ the dispositions of Article XX of the customs and commercial union now | 
: | existing. | : — | | | 
| Dr. Giskra, in his own name and in that of forty one of his colleagues, 

2 | addressed to the government the following interpellation relative to the 
i Oriental question: “Since the 29th October, 1876, being the date of the 
i response made by the government to an interpellation in respect to the 
, Oriental crisis, matters have taken such a turn as no longer to permit a 
Po doubt of the outbreak of a Turco-Russian war. The opening of hostil- 
J ities, in regard to the treaty signed at Paris in 1856, and to the numerous 
i and vital interests of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy in the matter, | 

has the highest importance. The course of the hostilities and the issue 
| | of the war may originate a vital question. The attitude which the gov- 
1 ernment will assume possesses an incalculable importance. The repre- 
i sentatives of the chamber are therefore justified in demanding, in this oe 

respect, the most precise explanations possible. The following inquiries —— 
i. are therefore addressed: ‘Is the government prepared to furnish infor- 7 

; mation as to the line of conduct which the monarchy will follow after the. 
, outbreak of the war and during the course of hostilities? If affirma- ! 
, tively, then what are the intentions of the common ministry, and what | 
: measures does it propose to put in action in order to effect the accom- | 

plishment of the same?’” _ | | : 
i In the Hungarian Diet, the minister, Tisza, in presenting the draughts | 
| of law relative to the compromise, in a brief speech declared that alk 
, the propositions would constitute an incontestable and evident improve- | 
. ment over the anterior situation. He terminated by declaring that the | 
‘oe rights of the country and its integrity were paramount to every other 

consideration. a | ne - | 
| Subsequently, in the chamber, the oriental policy of Austria-Hungary — 

: -» came upon the tapis, and was the subject of an interpellation of Mr. | 
Ernst Simonyi, a member of the opposition. He remarked that up to | 
the present time, the maintenance of peace had been declared to be the | 

, aim of the foreign policy of the country, but that the object pursued | 
i + had not been attained; for which reason he had: prepared the three fol- 
| lowing inquiries: 1. “Is the government disposed to inform the chamber, 

| So far as that can be done without detriment to the public interests, of the
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- policy which the common ministry for foreign affairs proposes to pursue | 

| so far as concerns the Oriental’ question ?”: «2: °Does the Hungarian ee 

| Government share in this respect fully the views of the common minis ces 

| try 2” 3. ‘What is the aim pursued by the common ministry for foreign | | 

affairs in the Oriental question, and what are the measures which it as 

intends to employ in order to attain this aim?” pi | Ors 

| ~ Neither to this interpellation, nor to the coincident one in the Austrian oe 

| Reichsrath, before referred to, has any response been yet given by the ae 

respective ministries, but the same is impatiently awaited. Oa ae 

|  Thecomments of the Hungarian press upon the draughts of lawsrelative ee 

| to the compromise have the character rather of summary reviews than of | 

—evitieisms, ae 
| The organs of the government party exhort the members toacareful 

: and attentive examination of the proposed terms, and represent the | 

| compromise as an unavoidable necessity, to which Hungary,in view of 

| _ the present threatening situation, must submit, while they indulge the _ 

hope, if not the conviction, as to the favorable result. The opposition — | 

: journals, on the other hand, simply reiterate the objections and recrimi- | 

nations previously advanced by them and successfully rebutted. ® 

i... T have, &e., — a | Og ET — 
eee ee wes ie J. F. DELAPLAINE. | 

Se a Mr. Delaplaine to Mr. Evarts. . SE eS 

— No. 62.) — LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | ae 
| | - Vienna, May 4,1877. (Received May 23.) ey 

| . Sir: In my dispatch No. 61, of yesterday, I transmitted, with someob 

i —__ servations, the response, delivered in the forenoon, of the Cisleithanian | 

ministry to the interpellation in the lower house of the Reichsrath with = 

regard to the intended policy of Austria Hungary in the Hast. _ Pn a 

In the Hungarian Diet at Pesth, almost simultaneously, an answer was 

delivered by the minister-president, Tisza, to certain interpellations of | 
1. members upon the same subject. The text of his discourse reached _ 

‘Vienna this morning, and is nearly identical in argument and sentiment: A | 

7: yet, while somewhat more diffuse, although slightly varying in words, I ee 

deem it advisable also to submit it to your perusal, as exhibiting clearly mas 

i the plans and views of the present leader of the foreign policy of the = 
empire, and affording an explanation of the same. Minister-President - 
Tisza spoke as follows: | So BOE BS . | | 

_ . HONORABLE HOUSE: In the interpellations recently addressed to me there are three _ | 
4 which relate to the disturbances in the East, and of these, that of the member Somssich oe 

7 especially extends to the question of the Danube navigation. In the first place, I must pe 
4 remark that I do not intend to include the latter question in my present explanation. — op 

i _-« Farther, I beg you to allow, as this in similar cases has happened before that I respond us 

f to this interpellation coliectively, whereby, naturally, the mght of the interpeliators to . 

express their meaning would now be as little diminished as hitherto. I believe that I gee 

ql - may do so, the more because, as in times like the present, it is not otherwise possible ee 
i the member Ernst Simonyi demanded the answer to his questions only so far.as it was , 

4 possible at this moment without prejudice to the public-interests, In a similar manner, | 
4 the member Chorin said in his speech that he also knew that there were times when 
f governments could not so freely express themselves on certain questions as individual 8) 

E members. 3. ms wa 7 ; 

| __ Also my very esteemed friend, Paul Somssich, touched this ideain his speech. After 
4 I preface this, I would beg to deliver an explanation, which, as much as it is possible oe 
a to-day, declares the-foreign policy of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. — , . | 

4. I would add to what I have said still further, inasmuch as this was asked, that the
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i | Hungarian Government is fully agreed with the direction taken in the conduct of for- 
io eign affairs. The attitude of the Austro-Hungarian movarchy is, since the outbreak of = 
: . the Russo-Turkish war, in accordance with that which, from the beginning, it has ob- = 
: served in relation to the Oriental disturbances. Its efforts for practical improvement — | | of the condition of the eastern Christian peoples are well known and universally ap- 

_ preciated. At the same time the efforts of the government were directed so that peace 
should be preserved, or when that should not be possible, then that the war should be 

i localized. Now, inasmuch as it was not possible to prevent the outbreak of the Russo- 
— Turkish war, the foreign office has in view two tasks, namely, to do everything in order 

that the consequence of the war might not be a European complication, and that in |. 
: respect to the effects of the war upon. the position of Oriental affairs, such influence | 2 under all circumstances should prevail which was demanded by the position and the | 
i interests of the monarchy. oe . So | foo "For the preservation of these ‘interests, the government after declaration of the neu- 
: | trality of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy will maintain freedom of action. Until | 
: . now, the government had succeeded in. duly following events, without military meas- | 

ures having become indispensable, and it maintains also, now, the firm opinion that 
| the national treasury should not be burdened by an unnecessary mobilization, and 

- 8ee8, also, now no occasion for military measures. Still no power has nearer interests 
: to guard than the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. It is fully conscious of its responsi-. 
3 bility, but looks with confidence upon events to occur. / es 
, __It derives its confidence from the decidedly friendly relations in which the nation 
. stands to other powers; it derives it further from the frankness with which, in.every 
i quarter, the objects and aims in the Oriental policy of the Austro- ungarian mon- 
fo archy have been declared ; it derives it, finally, from the conviction that His Majesty, — , 
| wherever the preservation of the interests of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy isin 

question, can, under all circumstances, count unconditionally upon the devoted sup- 
port of all his people, and upon. the patriotism of the legislatures and provinces. In | 

7 consequence of this confidence, and of the consciousness of strength produced by the 
successfully developed forces of the army, resulting from the foresight of the legisla- _ 

1 _tures, the foreign office finds itself to-day in the position to feel assured of the requisite 
| dependence upon the vote of the monarchy, even without military measures. | 

| That is, honorable house, the answer I can at present make. [ will not extend be- 
{| yond the individual questions, since, as I before remarked, the interpellants themselves, — 
: partly in their interpellations, partly in their speeches, have stated that it is scarcely — 
te possible. Therefore I hope that the honorable house will the more accept my explana- 

| tions, because it will assuredly perceive that the governments know of what deep _ 
i... interest to the monarchy the question is; that the requisite steps from the standpoint . 
i of these interests should be constantly and attentively observed, and that for the " 
| guarding of these interests full freedom of action should: be preserved. I beg that my 

| explanation may be accepted. [Applause] 

po _ While in the dual organization of Austria-Hungary, the two legis- | 
fo _latures have only an indireet control over foreign affairs ; the direcé | 
| _ control belonging to the delegations or committee annually selected by | 

the respective legislatures, who are empowered to settle the annual : 
\ | budgets of the empire. When the delegations are not assembled, this 
1 indirect control of the two legislatures is exercised through the respect- 
| | ive ministers of Austria and Hungary, who are in constant communica- | 
: _ tion with the premier-minister of the empire for foreign affairs, and there- | 
i. _. by are cognizant of his policy and-plans. | a | 
: | I am of the opinion that these official communications of their respect- 

ive governments before the two assembled representative bodies of both 
: halves of the empire, as to the aims and results of the intended foreign | 
: policy in the present crisis, afford a satisfactory evidence of the patriotic | 
3 and constitutional spirit prevailing in both moieties, and the explana- | 
i sons rendered and submitted to the deliberation and decisions of their 
; representative bodies will obtain strength and influence after their 
i _ approval shall be assured. | oan | a - a 
: It is clearly to be perceived from the tenor of both responses thus 4 

made in the name of the common ministry of the empire, that the con- 
fo tinuance of peace, andthe uninterrupted maintenance of order and law ! 
: universally, even before the outbreak of the war, had been the constant | 
| endeavor. It would appear that now the neutrality of Austria-Hun- | 
| _ gary might be considered as proclaimed, and that she would continue a |
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| passive although attentive spectator; but the duration of such attitude re 
- is not determined ; feeling: herself..strong and prepared, she will not = 

commence any costly warlike measures, but will await the march of eee 
events, and avail herself of her present freedom of decision, while she ee 

~ solemnly declares that she is new bound by no engagement and guided as 
~ by no motive other than her own interests. The fact that these indi- | 

vidual interests coalesce with the general interests of Europe constitutes. _ 2 
| the principal strength of the position of Austria-Hungary, = a 

. It is further deserving of attention that theneutrality of themonarchy  ~—_ 
| isnot stated to be absolute and unconditional, while, however, prudence Oo 
| is exhibited in not defining its limits, but leaving such to possible exi- — 
|  gencies of the future. - Hereby, moreover, any. precipitation or indecisiow =. 
i in the. policy to be followed will be avoided, and Count Andrassy, by = 
| this cautious yet vigilant course, will not commit the unfortunate blunm- 

der of Count Buol in 1854, who concentrated large masses of troops if® = = 
Galicia and Transylvania, as well as in a military occupation of the _ eee 

| ~° Danubian principalities, subjecting thereby the national treasury toa ~ S 
| useless waste of several hundred millions of florins, expended mostly in — ie 
i; Goin, and outside of the empire, as well as incurring thereby the charge | i 

of ingratitude of her former ally, and the violent anger of Russia, toap- | | 

pease which more than twenty years scarcely sufficed. Hereby, more- — - 
| over, the cordial understanding between the two cabinets of Berlin and a 

‘Vienna now existing promises to be lasting, while it affords ground to. 
believe that owing. to the frank, loyal, and energetic policy of Count _ _ 

|  Andrdssy, no territorial change in the Balkan peninsula will take place, = 

| contrary to the will and without the concurrence of AustriaHungary. 
| The official declarations of the respective ministries, moreover, ef= 
1  fectively dispel. the current rumor abroad, too generally credited, rely 
j ative to an agreement between Russia and Austria-Hungary, and there- —— - 
) fore they have afforded general satisfaction. That the responses will —_ 

meet approval in both Parliaments seems certain, inasmuch asin the = | 
| Austrian Reichsrath acclamation followed its delivery, and not a voice | Oc 
E proposed debate; while in the Hungarian Diet the interpellants sug- _ 
i _—_— gested one, but the members, in great majority, declined to entertain it. = 

_ It may. be proper, in conclusion, to advise you of a recent: act of the - 
Turkish Government, which, however graceful and appropriate in itself, = 

4 has been considered to be of no small political advantage. Irefer to ee 
the restitution to the University of Pesth of the so-called “Corvina,”” 
being part of a valuable library which, at the time of the expulsion of ss 

i" the Turks from Hungary, was removed to Constantinople. = JOE 
_  . Although this was not transferred directly to Pesth, but delivered == 

} ~=through the Ottoman ambassador at Vienna, still its reception atits 
4. destination was the oceasion for a manifestation of much sympathy by 
4 the Hungarians for Turkey, and more especially was the visit to Pesth _ . 

of a committee of Softas from Constantinople, accompanied by ovations = 

4 and _an interchange of expressions of warm mutual feelings. 
While. admitting the. political influence of the event.at the present 

time, Iam of the opinion that it may be'more correctly regarded as char- | aoe] 

ij acteristic of the generous, susceptible, and ardent character of the Hun- 
4 ~=©30s garian people —es—SS 2 INS Logg oie) Mee GPR os eas
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| Bie on No 29 a oo | 

coe Mr. Delaplaine to Mr. Evarts. eye. | 

No.63.] ' = LgG@ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, re | 
7 Co Vienna, May 10,1877. (Received May 28.) | 

i ‘Sir: In my dispatch No, 62, of the 5th instant, I had the honor to | 
| communicate to you in extenso the speech of Minister-President Tisza, ! 

: in the Hungarian Diet, in response to the interpellation of the member 2 
Somssich. He omitted on that occasion to reply to the inquiry relative : 
to the navigation of the Danube, which is now interrupted by the war, | 
and greatly to the detriment of the commercial interests of Austria, and 
more especially Hungary. Yesterday, however, the minister-president 

; delivered a supplementary address solely upon that theme, which I 3 
i . deem proper to present to you, as a requisite completion of his explana- | 

_ tions. | : : : an rc | 
Po His discourse was as follows: | | | oe . 
] In the first place, I must briefly mention what the situation of the Danube is when | 
i viewed from the point of international treaties, because naturally it is only upon the 
; basis of the same that judgment can be formed upon the measures already pursued and : 
| in futureto be pursued. . Ce, Be | | 
| I consider this so much the more necessary, because the matter has been on various 
i. sides so apprehended as if the Danube itself and the circuit of the same had been in 
: the international treaties declared as neutral, which is absolutely not the fact. ( 

It was indeed in the closing protocol of the Vienna congress of 1815 for the first time | 
i declared that free navigation should prevail upon such rivers whose banks should form 
| the boundaries of several states. This principle was in 1856 applied to the Danube. - 

In the year 1871, however, it was in the London protocol declared that the buildings 
_ and settlements constructed by the international Danube commission, as well as the | 

: persons called to the technical and administrative manipulation, should be regarded — : po as neutral; yet the neutralization of the Danube stream was never and nowhere de- ! 
clared, but the principle declared in the year 1815 was so applied that upon those rivers 

| which touch the boundary of several states navigation should be free from their sources 
i to thesea. > USE Mgt td MEE een we ! 

Since matters so stand from the standpoint of international law, a neutral power 
cannot be called upon to intermeddle for one or the other or against both. belligerent 

7 powers in those dispositions which belong to war measures allowed by international : law. . mo oa Zz o wo : yo oe ; 

| Inasmuch as the belligerent states are bound to respect the international guaranteed 
: rights of neutral powers and their subjects, so has also no single neutral power the. 2 

right to intermeddle with such acts of the belligerent powers as by international law 
are allowed in case of war. | | oe | 

t But while I declare this, I must at the same time declare that not only the Hun- = 
| .garian Government, but also the common ministry for foreign affairs, on one side, fully 

comprehends and feels what great and important interests of the monarchy are con- 
| nected with the free navigation of the Danube, while, on the other side, it compre- 
a hends and feels also its right and the duty resting upon it with regard to the conserva- 

tion of free navigation of the Danube, imposed not only by the interests of the State, 
. but also by its position as one of the guaranteeing powers, and therefore the govern- . 

; ment has viewed it as its task to work in such a manner that the interruption of : 
: free navigation, in consequence of the war, may not extend, either in circuit or in time, | | 

further than circumstances may render absolitely necessary. . : 
The government views further as its task, to obtain guarantees so that as soon as ! 

this absolute necessity ceases all hinderances to the free navigation of the Danube may , | 
be removed. It views it further as its. task, to. work so that nothing may happen 
which can prejudice the free navigation of the Danube in. the future, and whereby, | 

2 after the cessation of the causes already stated, the free navigation of the Danube can 
be rendered either doubtful or imperiled, or narrowed more than in accordance with 

, treaties. In this respect, even before the offering of the interpellation, a demand 
| on the part of the common ministry for foreign affairs was addressed to St. Petersburg 

and Constantinople, and that ministry believes itself justified in hoping thatit will 
receive from both sides a fully tranquillizing response in the matter. | | 

| What the government will do later—the close of the inquiry touches also this point— , 
: to that naturally no answer can now be given. | | | : 

, : The government can only indicate how far it is conscious of its duty. It can in i- |
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- cate what it has done; what it will further do will depend upon the further develop + | 
ment of matters, and especially upon the result of the reclamation which has been 7 
raised. I beg that this answer may be accepted. => | 

‘The Tagblatt, a Vienna journal of radical character, and professing — 
notoriously Turcophile opinions, in an article entitled ‘*The Danube oe 
between two fires,” maintains that it is indispensable that the Danube , 

- should become an Austrian stream. The following remarks are therein - : 
- ineluded: | ee | - 

‘The national sentiment in Hungary demands war in favor of Turkey. A war for | 
_ the freedom of the Danube would have a very different meaning, a practical meaning, a 

| would possess a really political aim, and express an idea truly Austrian. Wecancom- — : 
| prehend that Austria remains neutral during the present conflict, but it is impossible 

that she should remain also neutral at the conclusion of peace, and that solely on ac- 
count of the Danube, It is an Austrian river, and should be recognized as such. In. | 
order to attain this aim there exists but a. single measure, and that is, the annexion — 

_ of the banks of the Danube, that thereby the monarchy, once for all, may be pro- =. 
tected against events such as those of which the lower course of the river has become | 7 
the theater. Roumania is not a bulwark sufficiently strong to maintain the freedom of . 

- the Danube as we desire it. The existence of Roumania is not compromised by the. 
war; it will be by the treaty of peace only. Austria should not tolerate in futurea : 

_ state of. affairs which might arrest from one moment to another the circulation upon | 
_ the river. Neither under the protectorate of Turkey, nor under that of Russia, nor as - 

| a soi-disant independent state, can Roumania offer to us a guarantee against the return : : 
: of events which to-day paralyze our commerce and our industry, and imperil even the , 

force of the monarchy. 7 | oe ce / 
It is absolutely necessary that all this should be changed; that the Lower Danube a | 

should present a picture wholly different from that exhibited to-day, and that, in one _ 
. word, it should become an Austrian river. Oe 7 : | 

_ I would remark, in conclusion, that the Vienna press generally ac- _ 
_  quiesces in the opinions expressed by Minister-President Tisza, in the oe 

Hungarian Diet. a | | 

re _ J. iF. DELAPLAINEK.§ | 

On | No. 30... 7 | 

| Mr, Delaplaine to Mr. Evarts. He - oe 

No. 64.) =  --- LeGavIon oF THE Unrrep STATES, | 
aa . Vienna, May 12, 1877. (Received May 31.) _ 
Stg: The Official Gazette to-day publishes an ordinance emanating _ 

_, from the ministers of the interior, of justice, and of commerce, bearing | ) 
date of yesterday. This document prescribes the line of conduct tobe 
pursued by the authorities and subjects of the monarchy during the | 
Russo-Turkish conflict, so far as regards commerce and navigation. | 

| _ JL append the original, accompanied by a translation. =| OE fee | 
| The Hungarian official journal publishes an identical declaration. _ a 

- Thave,&e, ere oe | oo 
| ee eee J. F. DELAPLAINE. | 

oo - . [Inclosure,—Translation.] ae : - - 2 as 

_ Ordinance of the ministers of the interior, of justice, and of commerce, of the 11th May, 1877,, | 
whereby the principles relative to commerce and navigation, to be observed by the authorities oe 
and the subjects of the monarchy. during the war which has broken out between Russia and ; 
Turkey, are proclaimed. Ss | sy a 
By reason of the war now broken out, between Russia and Turkey, the following 

ordinanges, in pursuance of a ministerial decision: made with the concurrence of the 
_ imperial-royal ministry for foreign affairs and the royal Hungarian ministry, are here- | 

| 3 FR a. ee ms oa a -
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fo with made known, to which as well all the authorities as the subjects of theempire = 
; are to conform: . i : ae we 
, ARTICLE 1. It is forbidden to transport, upon vessels carrying the Austro-Hungarian: — 

flag, troops of the belligerent states, or to furnish to those states such materials as, — 
! according to the general law of nations or by special and duly proclaimed decrees of 

the respective foreign governments, are considered as contraband of war. a ee 
Any Austrian or Hungarian ship, in communication with those states, may carry on 

: . _ -pboatd only the quantity of such materials as may be indispensably necessary for its:. 
. own use or for itsdefense. _ a a ae ae 

, | It is forbidden to Austrian or Hungarian vessels to enter such places and harbors as 
_ may be besieged or effectually blockaded by one of the belligerent powers.. = ~ 

In case of a transgression of the foregoing prohibitions no protection from the gov-- : 
. . ernment is to be expected by those whose property may be rightfully embargoed or 

- captured by the belligerent states. ae coe an 
, ARTICLE 2. With the exception of the case declared, the Austrian or Hungarian ves- 

. sels of commerce are free to continue, notwithstanding the existing state of war, their . : 
| commerce and traffic with the maritime ports of the powers engaged in war, and, re-. 

ciprocally, the commercial vessels of the belligerent states, as before, may without ob- , 
3 struction enter all ports of this monarchy, and remain there at will, undergo repairs, 

&c., so far as they observe the existing laws and ordinances and their acts shall be in- 
2 accordance with the rules of neutrality. | ee 
: With regard to the entry of foreign vessels of war into Austro-Hungarian ports, the- 
2 ordinances upon the subject proclaimed on former occasions will remain in force. . 
} _ ARTICLE 3.-In the reasonable expectation that neutral commerce will be duly re- 
: spected by the belligerent powers, and that the usual measures employed by belligerents. 
i. - will be exercised only in conformity with the modes established by universal interna- | 

tional law or contained in special treaties, it is hereby enjoined to Austrian or Hunga-- 
: rian commercial vessels on the open sea not. to resist any-visit claimed by war-vessels = 

of the belligerent powers, but, on the contrary, withont hesitation, td exhibit the pa- 
pers and, docnments proving the neutral character of the vessel, and not to cast into 

, the sea ot otherwise destroy such papers and documents, and still less to have on beard 
i any. whiclr may be false, or in duplicate, or secret. 3 ! 

| , _ ARTICLE 4. Should it happen, notwithstanding the observation of the foregoing pre-. 
scriptions, that an Austrian or Hungarian vessel be treated in an unlawful manner, | 
then a complaint is to be presented without delay to the nearest Austro-Hungarian 

i consular or other competent authority, in order that the government may take the 
i requisite steps toward the foreign state, for the: purpose of obtaining indemnification 

} and satisfaction, and for supporting such steps as have been already taken by such | 
a national vessels as have been unlawfully treated. L on 
P ARTICLE 5. These provisions are to enter into operation from the day of this procla- 
po mation. ~ . a ae : | 

po VIENNA, May 11, 1877. - | 7 a Pe | | 
| | a 7 : AUERSPERG, M. P. 

2 | | | | | LASSER,M. P. 
| 7 7 Se, a a — GLASSER,M. PP... 

, | | CHLUMECKY, M. P. | 

Po Mr. Delaplaine to Mr. Bvarts. — | 

| No. 67.] | _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 2 
Vienna, May 19,1877. (Received June 7.) | 

| 3 Sir: That a widely extended sympathy with the cause of Turkey in | 

i the existing conflict prevails in the kingdom of Hungary, not only — | 

| among certain classes of the population and in a part of the press, but. : 

l with peculiar intensity in a minority of the members of the Diet, seems | 

- evidenced by the constant interpellations relative to the Oriental ques- : 

| -—_- tion, as well as in the forcible expressions employed, and in the sensitive : 

and passionate demonstrations of feeling. This sympathy may arise 

a partly from a remembrance of the Russian effective agency in the sup- | 

nression of the, Hungarian insurrection of 1849, and in a jealousy of the 

| | ssible preponderance of the Slav element, not only within the realm, . 
vn its immediate borders ; yet more especially from a conviction of



ne Be ee TES -. AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. a 35 

the present detriment to the cominerce of the country through the in- | 
 terruption of the navigation of the Danube, and an apprehension of its — 
possible continuance. = | 

- This unfriendly spirit, however, could not be permitted to proceed to is 
| acts of hostility without producing incalculable evils to the empire; and or 
-- -T am of the opinion that the sagacious and prudent course hitherto pur- | 

sued by the present leader of the foreign policy, will repress any ill-ad- 
vised or premature rupture with either of the contending powers. The - | : 
prevailing belief entertained here is that the war between Russia and | 

~ furkey will not only be obstinate, but.also of long duration. There ex- | 
ist certainly weighty reasons for holding such an opinion. Still,onthe = 

: other hand, there are facts which must be considered in favor of a.con-. 
trary VieW, | oe 

-. he present contest is very different from the last between Germany ne 
and France. At present both the contending powers possess very re- | * 

- duced financial resources, as well as very impaired credit. ‘The theater | | 
- of operations, both in. Europe and Asia, moreover, is a territory sparsely. - 

| populated, deficient in roads and means of communication, and incapa- pe 
ble of affording support to large armies, especially for an extended pe- | 7 | 

| riod of time, whereby the suppliés must be exclusively drawn from home, 
- and that source on both sides at a great distance removed from the | | 

-_.geene of conflict. Whichever army may prove victorious, it cannot be - 
- maintained in the enemy’s territory at the expense of the enemy, and | 

_. every advance increases the cost and difficulty of its maintenance. = 
ae Accordingly it would seem unlikely that the present war, notwith- : 

standing the alleged bravery, fanaticism, and endurance of the soldiers — | 
_on both sides, may long continue; only the entry of a third power into Ms 
the conflict could change the present situation and probable results. | ‘os 
As the policy of free action declared by Austria-Hungary would allow eh 
a variance in the strict neutrality hitherto announced, accordingly as  ——si(‘(wsS“E 
events might influence a change of attitude, it becomes Lecessary to at- Ra 

_ tentively follow all official communications bearing upon the subject. | 
The most recent interpellations in the Hungarian Diet, as before alluded | 

, to, emanating from the extreme left, were addresed tothe minister-pres- _ | 
ident. The member Iranyi inquired if the Hungarian Government had 
adhered to the memorandum of Berlin, to the resolutions of the confer- — 
ence at Constantinople, and to the protocol of London; and, if inthe _ : 
affirmative, how it would act in order to conciliate its attitude with the © me 
terms of the treaty of Paris and with the interests of Hungary. The © 

. member Helfy interpellated the government in the following terms: | 
Inasmuch as the minister-president has declared that the monarchy had employedall — ao 

_ itsefforts for the maintenance of peace, and that now it used all its influence for effect- 
_. ing a localization of. the war, the efforts for attaining this double aim having been 

_ rendered futile by the action of Russia, considering that through the eventsin Rou- | : 
mania the war has assumed a further extension and has approached the frontier of . > 

- Hungary, I desire to address the minister-president this question: Does he not believe | 
_ ~. that under such circumstances the moment has arrived for taking a firm and defined | 

position, and does he in particular not intend to use all his influence with the minister co | 
_. for foreign affairs, in order to enforce, in concert with the other powers, the mainten- | 

ance and observance of the treaty of Paris? ce | | | | 

_ Mr. Tisza immediately replied: _ : | | 

The point.in the treaty of Paris cited by the honorable member in reference to the . 
_. Oriental question and to Roumania was not inserted for the interest of Austria-Hun- Poe 

gary, and the member will not find in the treaty that any one power has engaged to — 
interfere in case any other should interfere. The powers have the right certainly, but | 
only in case of aggression, and this case is not presented now; for it is not as aggress- 
ors, as we well know, but in pursuance of 4 previous agreement that.the Russians have ; 

_ entered this country. Roumania is not neutralized by the treaty of Paris, Austria- OO
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, Hungary has no reason to regret it, and we should hesitate even to accept infuturea- - | 
: condition of this kind. I have already said that Austria-Hungary would not suffer the 

. creation of a new state of things at the frontiers which might become a source of.dan- — 
: ger to her, and the government would adopt, in order to prevent such an eventuality, | 

: all such measures as the situation might demand. CO oe 
a This is all that I can to-day say upon this subject. There exists between members > 
{ of the Diet and the government a material difference with regard to responsibility. 

A member may express his wishes, and exhibit at will the most flattering ideas, while | 
{ the government, on the other hand, is held accountable for every word uttered. It is | 

Zo + obliged sometimes to keep silence, even when it sees the measures pursued by it with 
; the most honest intentions, qualified, now on one side, then on the other, with epithets 

| of treason to the country. Now, a similar expression should not be employed, except- si 
ing under full consciousness and conviction ; precisely because such an epithet should 

_ not be used in reference even to an error inadvertently but honestly committed, there- a 
; fore it should not be hastily and prematurely used. [Approbation.] We follow with 

| attention the current of public opinion and the development of events, and we shall 
1. have recourse to such measures as circumstances may require; but when a government, 
; which has assumed all the responsibility, is so careful of the blood and treasure of the 
{ nation, that government does not deserve a reprimand, and it is not precisely such a gov- 

ernment which deserves that, when the occasion arrives, the nation, on its part, also 
i , should not waste its blood and treasure. [Enthusiastic applause.] | Foes / 
3 The member has said that if the government asks not for instructions but a dicta- 
| . torship, it would do better simply to send home the members of the Diet. Mark what | 
fo. takes place in England. Do not the results of the last-debate signify that the hands 
i of the government are left free? [Cries of “ very true.” ] The foreign policy cannot 
: be directed by means of parliamentary instructions, and there is but one course to be 
] pursued. If the representative body has not confidence in the government, the vote co 
| . in its favor should be left in the minority, and that confidence should be accorded to 
{ : another government. [Commotion.] Such is constitutional usage. I know that it | 
| would be a meager consolation to Hungary if history should one day say, ‘‘It was the 
: - Tisza ministry which caused Hungary’s ruin!” Although I have the firm hope that 
| we shall succeed, through our patriotic efforts, in preserving the country from every 
{ danger, still I wish, in order that the government: may act freely during the recess, to 
Po _ induce the chamber to pronounce before separation upon the question of knowing if it | 
; - has sufficient confidencein the government, in order to leave with it the direction of — 
tO affairs.” | | ee : - co | | | 

i The chamber accepted this answer by a large majority. _ | | | 
i - Both parliaments, Austrian and Hungarian, have voted a lengthened : 

adjournment, to take place on the occasion of the Whitsuntide holli- , 
: days. | hs an Ee | 

i _ The former have decided to occupy the interval before reassembling, | 
_ in pursuance of an invitation of the city of Trieste, in a visit and exam- — : 

ination of the new maritime constructions of that city, and afterwards - 
also of the naval arsenal at Pola, returning by the new railway through : 

i the province of Istria, for the purpose of inspecting that work. So 
i have, &c., | | oo | a | 
, | So | J. F, DELAPLAINE. . 

| No. 82. a | a 

| : Mr. Delaplaine to Mr. Hvarts. : Oo 

j No. 77.] a LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
L. : Vienna, June 28, 1877. (Received July 16.) 

] Sir: In the sitting of the Hungarian Diet on the 26th, the debate on 

i: the Oriental policy of the government was continued. _ a a 
| | Count Albert Appony declared, amid the plaudits of the chamber, 

2 that he and his colleagues of the conservative party were in favor of a 
' conservative policy in the Oriental question, and for the maintenance of = 

Turkey, and that the best means for assuring protection to the interests _ | 

, of the country consisted in manifesting respect for treaties. Upon this -
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| point, said the orator, the feelings of the nation are so unanimous that =| 
it would seem as if the government could scarcely lend itself to any | , 

+ policy opposed to the national séntiment. Oe | | 
_ Mr. Benjamin Kallay, a former consul-general of Austria-Hungary at _ | 

| Belgrade, endeavored to demonstrate that Panslavism, so far as it aimed | 
ata union of all the Sclave populations of Europe, did not actually : 
have existence. The Sclave population who were not Russians did not. | 

--in the least admit that Russia had for its mission the regeneration of 
-Europe. The struggle by Russia for the possession of Constantinople | 
‘had lasted during many past generations, and although it may still meet ye 
interruptions, he believed that the result would yet be accomplished. 
He deprecated, however, the formation of new states at the frontiers, | 
which might become a danger tov the monarchy ; yet he hoped that the | 
struggle now engaged in might prove a final one. He insisted that re- — 7 . 
forms were indispensablein Turkey, but all attempts had been wrecked; 
while he regarded the nation as doomed to decay under the theocratical ee 

| form of Islamism, which absorbed all lawful rights. | | 
| ~The orator, in terminating, expressed his approval of the policy hith- | : 

erto followed by the government, and his conviction that no fear need | 
- be entertained, whatever turn events might assume. _ ae Poe 
_. Phe minister-president, Tisza, rose to speak, while silence and pro- 

found attentioh prevailed in the chamber. He declared that it was an | 
_. - erroneous assertion frequently advanced that the policy followed was in _ 

opposition to public opinion, whicb he explained, however, by the fact 
‘that the antagonists of that policy, by their constant association with 
each other, readily and bond fide held to and believed as the public | 
opinion of the country that which was simply the sentiment of their _ 

* political friends. | an os . 
Further, if the government had listened to and followed the sugges- | | 

tions of certain members, at least six hundred thousand children of the. od 

- country would have been withdrawn from their occupations and their. oo 
| families, and some hundreds of millions in fresh imports and charges _ . 

~ would have laid. upon the shoulders of the nation. And what wouldhave | 
been the object of such. a course? ‘To protect ourinterests? Theyhave ~~. 

- been already protected, without such sacrifices. He believed when the | 
publie opinion shall be enlightened and become aware of this, its ver- | | 

— dict will be that the government has acted wisely. a 
It has ‘been incessantly repeated that while the nation possessesa — 

_ - powerful and valiant army, it is unnecessary to follow a timid and re- | | 
served policy. To that he would reply that if the army is well equipped be 
the merit of that does not belong to those who have constantly opposed | 
‘the appropriations for that purpose. Besides, a powerful army does 
not present a reason for engaging in premature. action, but,on the _ | 

| - contrary, it affords us the ability to await tranquilly the march of events. | 
That he would still add one observation to those who uttered praises of 

E the army, and that was, that in this respect they were quite correct; © 
/ but, on the other hand, that various expressions of distrast and suspi- | : 
| cion against certain officers of the army were inappropriate, and : | 

should at least have been refrained from. He would not pretend that . 
members of the army had not, like others, their sympathies and their | | 
antipathies ; but what he would sustain was, that in the army reigned fon 
the sentiment of duty, and that it would accomplish this duty with en- 

-  thusiasm and under all circumstances. | | a Oo 
sl The Hungarian minister-president then referred to his preceding | : 

_ declarations. The policy of the monarchy has reserved for itself a full — — 
“and entire freedom of action, and no power accuses it of entertaining a
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: subversive tendencies. In-relation to the presumed occupation and to 
the mobilization, nothing had been decided at the last ministerial coun- | 

: cil, where in fact the question had not been brought forward. He did | 
: not pretend that the counsellors of the crown did not occasionally, © : 
, although not in that conference, discuss generally similar eventualities, : 
: inasmuch as the contrary would indicate on their part indifference or : 
: remissness. | oO Oe 7 : 
7 However, he was able to assure the chamber that within circles hav- | | 
po ing the prerogative of decision no person would venture to prescribe to 
: | the ministry for foreign affairs. any change in the present relations of | 
: possession and force at the frontiers. He continued to remark that, 7 
i after what had just been said, he believed that it was incumbent upon him 
2 to repeat once more, that neither as regarded mobilization nor with 
\ reference to the eventuality that, according as matters might develop 
: themselves, the army might be called to cross the frontiers at some point, ! 
2 could he give any binding promise for the future, because such promise 
1 was indeed impracticable, inasmuch as by sueh promise the monarchy 
3 would be deprived, in certain eventualities, of availing itself of the most. | 
, efficient means of defending its interests. That he would further repeat 7 
| | the assurance that the government was bound by no engagement on | 
: any side, and he added, that for more than a year past it had often been : 

reproached because the only idea guiding its foreign policy was the pro- | 
: tection of the interests of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy to the exclu- ! 

| sion of all sympathies and all antipathies. He declared that the blood | 
and treasure of the Austro-Hungarian people should be spared as far 
as practicable, and that no burdens should be laid upon them which | 

i could be avoided. Still he indulged the well-founded hope that when > 
; eventualities might demand, the collective populations of the monarchy 

oo would with enthusiasm and devotion respond to the call of their sov- 2 
= | ereign. : Se Be ee | 7 
i Under that conviction, he believed that they should calmly regard 
| ~ even the most threatening appearances, and he besought the members : 
i. of the house to reflect that the constantly recurring mention of danger | 
, which did not exist indicated no manly courage. Besides, it was cal- | 
, culated to agitate the nerves of the people, which result might cause de- 7 
i | pression when the moment.of action should arrive, and they would dis- | 

believe the existence of danger when danger was staring them in the | 
_ face. | : | oo | | 

The delivery of the speech was followed by loud plaudits of the cham- | 
ber. Both the Austrian and Hungarian journals report that it has ex- ! 
ercised a most assuring and encouraging influence. Even a telegraphic | 

; _ dispatch trom the Emperor has been addressed to the minister-president : 
: in evidence of his satisfaction, in the following words: | ee 

' My Deak Tisza: I cannot omit, and my love for my country urges me, to congrata- | 
’ late and to thank you for your patriotic speech. | a ! 

A telegram from Count Andrassy followed in these words: | | 

: I congratulate you on your speech, which was so admirable that I am disposed to | 
/ fee] envious of you. . : ‘ . | | 

a I have, &c., | fe as | 
{ oe - | | J. F. DELAPLAINE. :
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oe, og ea ~~ No 38.00 / | : 

mo Mr. Delaplaine to Mr. Evarts. | eer: 

| No. 78.) -  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, _ Le 

Sng Eggi 200 Oe Vienna, June 29, 1877. (Received July 19.) os 
oe Srp: On the 22d instant, in the lower house of the Austrian Reichs- 

rath, the member Dr. Hoffer addressed to the government an inter- 

pellation with inquiries of the following tenor: : 7 

I. Is it true that the Government of the German Empire has proposed anoffensive == 
| and defensive alliance with that of Austria-Hungary, through the conclusion of which . 

"possibly the outbreak of the Russo-Turkish war might have been prevented? » © , oo 

Il. Has this offer been declined by Austria with the knowledge and concurrence of a 

the Imperial-Royal Austro-Hungarian Government? 7 a os | 

oe III. Does the Imperial-Royal Austro-Hungarian Government believe that the rejec- : 

-. tion of this proposal conforms with the interests of the monarchy, and what reasons _ Ce] 

has it for such belief? _ aor ce - oS | oh 

IV. Does the Imperial-Royal Austro-Hungarian. Government intend, since the late | 

-events in the theater of war in the East, and especially in Montenegro, to persevere. 

in the observance of neutrality as hitherto, or is it disposed from this or any other _ 

: -cause to prepare military measures, or have such already been adopted? . oo, 

In yesterday’s sitting the minister-president, Prince Adolph Auers- oe 
perg, responded to the first and second inquiries by the declaration — : 

that no proposal for such alliance, or of an. analogous character, had 

| been offered by the German Empire, and accordingly no rejection could — | 

follow. fe op 

With regard to the fourth inquiry, in which the recent rumors of | a 

mobilization are alluded to, the minister-president referred to the ex- | 

planations given during the last month on the occasion of the inter- | 

-pellation of the member Dr. Giskra upon the same subject, which I . 

- then reported to the Department. The minister-president repeated the. 

- -full contents of that response, and added the assurance that since that = ie 

time the aims and plans of the foreign policy of the government con- 

tinued the same, and that no reason existed for departing from neu- 

_ trality or.for mobilization of the military force of the monarchy. Should, — | 

‘however, added the minister-president, events’ occur which render ad- oe 

visable or necessary a re-enforcement of our troops on the frontier, this 

| measure shall be put into effect without transgressing the limits of neu- 

--trality. The reply closed with a precise declaration that the course of es 

| events in the war up to the present -time had not rendered necessary pe 

any special provisions, and that His Majesty accordingly had not been 

| disposed to order any extraordinary military preparations. = - es 

- The house accepted these explanations with satisfaction and applause, 
and there is little doubt of a favorable effect being produced also out- — | 

_.  gide of the chamber of Parliament, in dispelling the anxiety and uneasi- | | 

| ness recently prevailing among the public, especially in financial circles, a 

by the rumors of mobilization which I have before communicated to 

[believe that the information may prove interesting, being derived oe 

from an authentic source, that the troops stationed atthe presentmoment = =——— 

-at the frontier of the empire are composed altogether of sixteenregiments | | 

of infantry, nine battalions of chasseurs, and six regiments of cavalry, = 

the whole on a peace footing. | TE aoe 

_. Assuming such statement to be correct and undoubted, as I deem it, | 

this inconsiderable exhibition of military force satisfactorily demon- ae 

: strates the slight foundation for the alarming rumors referred to, and 

the reply of Prince Auersperg, as well as that of the ‘Transleithanian — |
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fo _ Ininister-president, Tisza, at Pesth, already communicated to you, will | 
| prevent the recurrence of similar sensational intelligence finding cre- — 
1 dence, besides removing occasion for future interpellations on the sub- 2 
fo _ ject in the legislative bodies of both countries. | | 
, I have, &c., Be | | ce | 
fo SR DELAPLAINE. | , 

: - a No. 34. | - a 

| Mr, Delaplaine to Mr. Evarts. . | | 
No. 86.] | _. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, ! 

I. Vienna, August 1, 1877. (Received August 20.) | 
Sir: A full council of the ministerial cabinet was yesterday held, at | 

| which His Majesty the Emperor presided. According to the information | 
: obtained as to the decisions adopted, it would appear that the imperial- : 
: | royal minister for foreign affairs had presented a general exposé of _ : 
| the actual. situation under the recent rapid march of events at the | 
| theater of conflict. He invited, therefore, the members of the council | 
| _- to pronounce as to whether the moment had come for Austria-Hungary ! 
7 to quit the passive attitude which she had heretofore observed, and to : 

_ take such precautionary military measures as prudence might suggest. | 
: _. The response of the members was in affirmation of his views and recog- | 
| nized the necessity of opportune action, : 2 
| | , Count Andrassy accordingly was vested with authority to order such | 
| _ mnilitary dispositions as he might consider demanded by any exigency | 

which should arise relative to the defense and protection of the inter- | 
| ests of the nation, without a further convocation of the council; but, | 
? nevertheless, after a previous submission of the intended measures to , 

| the approval of the Emperor, sss ae | 
| The financial question involved herein with regard to the sources | 
po whence the requisite funds for covering the expenses of such measures _ 
| sheuld be derived, also the estimate of their probable amount, further 

entered into the deliberations of the council. , ee | 
| The amount required was estimated not to exceed twenty-five millions — 

: of florins, but no apprehension was expressed as to that sum being 
| readily obtained from several sources indicated, independently of the | 

reserve now in the national treasury ; still no definitive selection was 
| resolved upon as to that point, it not being of immediate urgency. Oo 

| A résumé of the deliberations may be stated as follows: no general. | 
. mobilization, but simply putting into execution due measures of pre- | 

| | caution, and that four army divisions now in Dalmatia, Croatia, and : 
| Slavonia should meanwhile serve as re-enforcements to the troops now 7 
| encamped on the frontier, and prepared for action, if events might re- , 

| quire it. BO a ee 2 
| As a fact not generally known, and moreover pertinent to the forego- 7 
L _. ing, I would refer to a recent article contained in the Wehrzeitung, an : 
| exclusively military journal, and devoted to the interests of the army, ) 

| published in Vienna. Maintaining that the institution of maneuvers : 
_. and periodical parades of soldiers on leave and those belonging to the - 

| reserve, an institution created in 1870, has materially contributed to 
fo facilitate the work of mobilization of ‘the Austrian army, the journal — 
} : remarks that— SS | : 2 
| while formerly the Austrian army required several weeks for putting the regi- | 

ments on a war footing, we are at the present time in a. condition, even in those dis- | | 

| - |
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_ triets less favored with easy communication, to put, in eight days at the latest, our — : 
| troops in a state for entering upon campaign sérvice... That is, however, not all; for | a 

the army which we should place on foot in this short period would be not only im- - 
posing in respect to its efficiency, but would possess force and energy by reason of _ 
discipline, and those military qualities which distinguish our soldiers, whether form- ee 
ing part of the active army or of the reserve. =. — CS 7 

.  lThave, &, | ne —_ eS 
as . a : J. KF, DELAPLAINE. 

— 7 oo NO BE, an | 

| | / Mr. Delaplaine to Mr. Evarts. - | 

—  No9l] 0. ~~~. _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, . ee 
SESE se set Vienna, August 16, 1877. (Received September 3.) OS 

Sir: Referring to my No. 86, relative to the decisions of the previous | ee 
ministerial council, I beg to communicate that the minister of finance - e 
for the empire, Baron Hofman, has effected, without difficulty, the | 

| arrangement for the temporary loan to cover the cost of the partial = 
- mobilization, which Count Andrassy was, in the exercise of his discre- 

tion, empowered to carry into effect.. Some satisfaction isexpressed that _ a 
the loan has been wholly taken within the empire, although at a frac-— 

| tional advance over the proposals of some foreign bankers. Still, as | | 
collateral securities were given, its negotiation was effected upon less — 

_ favorable terms than had been anticipated. Bo | a 
It is reported now that the intended provisional mobilization of four  — 

| army divisions is deferred, and doubtless the recent double defeat of . 
the Russians before Plevna will have convinced even the most clamor- 
ous advocates in Cisleithania for armed intervention that no pressing | o 

~ necessity existed. I would not include those of Hungary, for the rea- oe 
-. gon that the recent meetings held throughout that kingdom, demanding | 

active measures to repress the expansive policy of Russia,have inflamed _ | 
to an exaggerated degree the spirits of the people. Toi a deputation — os 
from a meeting convoked at Pesth, the reply of the Hungarian minister- 
president, Tisza, expressed the opinion that European powers would | 
find soon in the events of the war a favorable occasion for making | 
efforts tending to a re-establishment of peace, while to the deputation = | 

- from a meeting at Erlau he declared “that Austria-Hungary would - 
only shed the blood of her subjects for her own interests, but never in. | 

| aid of a foreign nation.” — Sn | : co - a 
_. Meanwhile similar meetings have been held in Croatia, where senti- 

ments of an opposite nature have been uttered, and resolutions in sym- oes 
pathy with Russia have been adopted. Ifeelconvincedthatthe minister = | 
for foreign affairs will not allow his past policy to be influenced by any a 

“sympathies or antipathies which may find expression in the distinct 
- . provinces of the empire, but will pursue the dictates of his judgment, oo 

the soundness of which results seem to have fully justified and proved. = => 
Apart from this political difference between Hungary and Croatia, a | 
subject of discord which has been for some time past dormant has 

recently been fomented into a grave dispute. | ole 
- About five years ago, the institution called the Grenze, in the military eS 

| frontier district between the Hungarian and Croatian territory and that = 
of Turkey, was suppressed. This district, then wasted and uncultivated, | os 
had been given, after the final conclusion of peace in the last century Ob 
between Austria and Turkey, to the soldiers who had served in the 

-. armies.of the Emperor, for settlement, and various immunities and priv- | | 
. ileges were conferred upon the inhabitants, under the condition of mili- 

tary and revenue services to be performed by them; thus forming a ;
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\ living bulwark against the Moslems, then regarded as hereditary enemies. 
3 After the suppression of the Grenze and the union of the district with | 
: the provinces of the Crown of St. Stephen, its population thereby 
| passed from a military to a civil] administration; consequently upon. | 
: this followed the change and disbarsement of the property of the Grenze, | ! 
fb which consisted chiefly in vast primeval forests, which have since been | 

in part sold. From this a special fund has been created, and it was : 
resolved, with the concurrence of the population, to employ a large part : 

fo of this fund in construction of railways in the district. | 
: _ If the military district had been previously incorporated -with Hun- i 
7 - gary and Croatia, then the question of the railways would have been | 

, considered in the Hungarian Diet and the Croatian legislative assembly. - 
! Such was, however, not the case. A provisional governor, now Lieu- | 
i; tenant Field-Marshal Mollinary, administers the district, not only to — ! 
3 ' the satisfaction of the population, but entirely to that of the crown. = 
, Lieutenant Field-Marshal Mollinary has prepared a draught as to the | 
1 construction of the proposed railways, which has primarily in view the ) 
3 interests of the population, and has been approved by the provisional | 
: assembly of the district.. Simultaneously, however, the Hungarian Diet =| 
i has before it a draught of law relative to the railways, which provides | : 
: for the Hungarian interests, and further designs to divert the Grenze i 

fund into the independent administration of the Hungarian Government. | 
: Against this the voice of the district has been raised, and a remonstrance 
7 prepared, which the population intend to address to the Emperor. | : 

7 The population of the district appear to be in the right, inasmuch as | 
| they maintain that their property should be employed for their individ- | | 
, ual benefit, while in a formal view of the case the Hungarians should be ! 
1 regarded as in the right, since the government and Diet are more com- | 
, petent to decide what shall be done in a portion of their territory, | | 

| although not yet reduced into possession, than the population of the = 
\ | district, which has no constitutional representation. Inamoretrangquil 
; period the question would doubtless be amicably arranged, as I believe : 
i | will ultimately be effected; still, at the present moment, where the popu- | 

lar mind is excited by national passions, it may possibly give the signal to 
: _ divisions and bitterness of feeling, > | oe 
i Apart from this, a complete calm exists in political circles. The hunt- | 
fo _ ing season having commenced, Count Andrassy left Vienna to-day with ( 
| the intention of being absent about ten days at an estate in Styria, to ! 
| which he has been invited. a | | 
| The anniversary of the birthday of the Emperor will be celebrated on | 
i - the 18th instant, which he will pass at Ischl, where many members of | 
: the imperial family are now assembled. a | 
i Ihave, &c. ee | ae | 7 
| oe J. F. DELAPLAINE, | 

, ae ~ No. 36. ee Cs, | | 

fo | Mr. Delaplaine to Mr. Evarts. | . | 

| No. 93.| : : LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, : 
po Vienna, August 21,1877. (Received September 5.) : 
| - Sir: I have seen an official report of the condition of the crops about _ 
: the middle of August, and I herewith append a translation of the same. - 
7 | Yesterday the international fair, for the exhibition and sale of cereals, — 
i was opened in the Rotunda, being the vast edifice in the Prater where _
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the universal exposition of 1873 was held. At the opening, the Cheva- 

lier de Chlumecky, imperial-royal minister of commerce, was accident- . oS 

ally prevented from appearing, but was to-day present. Be 

| The assembly-of producers and grain-merchants was very numerous, | 

those from other countries among the latter being estimated at over ere 

ten thousand. It is reported that the amount.of transactions exceeded hs 

all anticipation. With reference to this, an article in the Wiener Presse coe 

has the following observations: — Cte ate et TS - aS oe, 

| _ In every case the present year’s crop as well as the cereal fair, as a reliable valuer of - 

the same, may indicate a turnivg-point in the economical relations of the monarchy. — 

The rich blessing of the harvest will introduce its enlivening operation even into the — 

minutest channels of the economical organization, and the invigoration of theincreasing ee 

number of the population of original producers, as well as the augmentation of traffic, — wae 

~  ¢annot remain without an animating reaction upon other branches of production. In ~ ee 

fact, all industrial branches already prepare for a lively season. How refreshing this ee 

is for the community, each member feels too deeply, and it seems superfluous to say it. co 

| For more than four years we languished under the ban of an. unexampled crisis, and , 

the weak hopes of improvement, wherever they seemed to bud, were always quickly, 

_ strangled. In truth, it would be.a beautiful proof of the proverbial good luck of Aus- 

tria if in the midst of the war perplexities ina neighboring nation the accident of a. a 

rich harvest and of a fortunate position of the European market should accomplish an 

that which a sorrowful reduction of expenses and laborious toil had not been able to 

accomplish. The lessons of the past years should certainly not remain without profit. me 

- for the future. A conscientious self-estimate and earnest labor must further conduct. , | 

the well-begun work of reconstruction, and form henceforward the inflexible basis of - 7 

our economical existence. When the leader of our foreign politics shall then succeed 

in keeping Austria-Hungary, as hitherto, aloof from all military action, we may with 

confidence look forward to a more fortunate condition of our economical relations. 

| I have, &c., : 7 . | : 

foe | J. F. DELAPLAINE. | . 

. “ . * [Inclosure.—Translation.] — . . 

Official report of the condition of the crops up to the middle of August. Coo 

The crop of winter-wheat is already compléted in all the grain districts, and although 

a large quantity of wheat has been beaten down in consequence of the repeated and in : 

part heavy rains in July, this, as it chiefly took place shortlybefore the harvesting, did Oo 

- not do much material damage, and only in Galicia the quality of the grain suffered PS 

| -. from the fact that the beaten-down wheat was frequently attacked with rust. Espe- oo 

cially in Hungary is found a very superior quality, and there it has only exceptionally _ = 

suffered through the rain. Moreover, this year’s wheat is remarkable for its purity | 

from the seed of weeds, and blight.is very unusual. : : 7 

The quantitative results of the harvest are reported as follows; ra ee 

Very good in Hungary and Croatia, in Lower Austria, Carinthia, and Salzburg, and ee 

/  Gorizia: Good to very good in Bohemia, Moravia, as also in Styria; good in Silesia, 

Bukovina, in Upper Austria, Istria, and Dalmatia; middling good in Galicia, Tyrol, — oo 

: and Vorarlberg, Carinthia, and Transylvania. | . : 

| » The rye crop in the northern provinces has resulted well. With regard to its spe- | 

| cific weight, the rye in the western half of the empire.is, according to report, superior — 

- even to wheat. In Hungary, however, the quality of the rye is on the average not so | 7 

- gatisfactory as that of the wheat. | | | oO oN a 

The quantitative results of the crop are represented as follows: ey - 

A very good crop in Bohemia, Lower Austria, Salzburg, Styria, Carinthia; good in ae 

Hungary and Croatia, Moravia, Silesia, and Bukovina, in Upper Austria, Tyrol and. ae 

: Norarlberg, the coast country, and Dalmatia; middling good in Galicia and Carin- | 
. 19. _ . : : - : we : 

_. The barley has everywhere remained short in the straw ; however, the ears are most- - : 

ly so well developed, that in general a tolerably good crop is to be hoped. From un- : 

: favorable weather during the harvest, a considerable portion of the barley lost its fine — 

: color, but actual damage, through full growth, had occurred in rare instances. _ wee | 

‘The various degrees of the harvest may, according to the reports, be estimated on | 
- the average thus: =) 2 | | a | | 

- Good to very good in Carinthia and Gorizia; good in Styria and Istria; middling a 

good in Hungary, Lower Austria, Vorarlberg, Tyrol, Carinthia, Dalmatia; middling |
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Ip Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia, Upper Austria, Bukovina; weak middling (almost bad) | : 
3 — , in Galicia.’ | | oe | | aa | 

_ The harvest.of oats is now, with scarcely an exception, completed, and presents a 
good return. | - a | . | : 

fo Maize has made great progress during the present period. Having generally been | 2 
ee favored by the weather it has attained a stately height and has everywhere produced | 

| ears. Its condition justifies, in the west provinces of the empire, the hope of a good . 
_ crop, and in Hungary it has also materially improved. - : | 

. Potatoes and beets, in the western half of the empire, are for the most part in ex- 
oO cellent condition. In the eastern they suffer partially through drought; still, most 

gratifying intelligence has been received from that quarter. Potato-rot is observed, — 
i - not only in Silesia and West Galicia, but also in some localities of Moravia, Lower 

- Austria, and Gorizia. | ; eo 
Hops have just been plucked in Bohemia, but not yet in Galicia. By Postelberg good | 

and abundant and perfect umbels are found, while in Wittingau the harvest is esti- 
_ mated at only one-half. Good crops are promised in Galicia, Upper and Lower Austria. | 

Wine has lately made satisfactory progress. In consequence of repeated rains va 
. _ Tious evils have occurred. Especially the grape fungus (oidium) has affected the vines, _ 

and has not only extended into Southern Tyrol, Istria, and Dalmatia, but also into 
: Vorarlberg, Gorizia, and Croatia. Moreover, the “ Brenner,” which has prevailed for © 7 

some past months in Southern Tyrol has planted itself in Gorizia. Further, in Dalma-— 
. tia the “ tortrix,” and in Istria, the “black rot,” has appeared; finally, the decay of » 
to _ Single grapes occasionally shows itself. | a | 

' In the last-named provinces the anticipated hopes of an abundant vintage may be | 
somewhat diminished. In Lower Austria and Styria, however, the prospects of a good 

| middling vintage are maintained, and in Hungary-the grapes, where not overabun- 
dant, show a very good development. | - : | 

; | - BELGIUM. | 
i No. 387, | | a | 7 

; - Mr. Merrill to Mr. Fish. | a — 

: No. 57.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
po Brussels, October 3, 1876. (Received October 17.) : 

, Sig: I have the honor to inclose herewith an extract from the Moni- 
| a teur Belge, (with translation of the same,) in reference to the geograph- | 

ical congress lately held in this city, the subject being the explora- | 
po tion of Central Africa. | | | | | > 

| I have, &c., : coe | | : : - - - A. P. MERRILL 

: | . {Inclosure.—Translation.] | : 

3 - . [Extract from the Moniteur Belge.) __ , ) oe , 

- The deliberations of the geographical conference, which met at the palace of Brus- : 
sels from the 12th to the 14th, are resumed in two papers, of which the following is : 
the tenor: | . oo oo , : 

| | | | 7 _ I-DECLARATON OF THE CONFERENCE. So - : 

| | To attain the object of the international conference at Brussels, that is to say, to ex- : 
po plore scientifically the unknown parts of Africa, to facilitate the opening of ways by | 

| which civilization may penetrate into the interior of the continent, and find the means | 
of suppressing the slave-trade among the negroes of Africa, we must— oo ! 

{- ist. Organize on a common international plan the exploration of the unknown parts | 
a: of Africa, limiting the parts to be explored to the east and the west by the two oceans, |



-- BELGIUM. | SF — 45 | 

- to the south, by the basin of the Zambese, and to the north by the frontier of the new | | 
_ Egyptian territory and independent Soudan. The best way to accomplish this explor- — 
ation will be to employ a certain nuniber of isolated travelers, commencing at divers | 
bases of operations. | ee oo ere Soe 

- 2d, To establish, as base of the-explorations, a certain number of scientific and hos- | 
_.. pitable stations as well.on the coast of Africa as in the interior of the continent. Of | : 

these stations some should be established in a very limited number on the east and west | 
. coasts of Africa where European civilization is already commenced, at Bagamoyo and , Lupe 

Loanda for example, they could be founded at a small expense, for they could be con- -_ | 
- fided to Europeans residing on the spot. The other stations should be established 

- at the points of the interior which would best serve as the immediate basis of the | | 
explorations. These stations would have the character of entrepdts, destined to fur- : 
nish to travelers the means of living and exploring. ._They could begin to make these mes 

~~ last stations at the places that at present are considered the most favorable for the | | 
- end in view.. We would Say; for instance, Udjji, Nyangwe, the residence of the king, Ce 

or some point situated inthe domains of Muata-Yanvo. Theexplorers couldindicate — : 
later the spots at which it would be convenient to establish stations of the same kind. | 

Leaving to the future the care of establishing direct. communication between the = 
 gtations, the conference expresses the wish that, above all, a line should be established . m4 

between one ocean and the other, following as near as possible the route pursued by | 
- Commander Cameron. The conference expresses equally the wish that afterwardsthere = 

- ghall be established lines of operation in the direction of north-south, = | | 
‘The conference appeals now to the good-will and co-operation of all travelers who bee 

attempt scientific explorations in Africa, whether they travel or not under the auspices __ ne 
_of the international commission instituted by these means. oO — | 8 

| - IL—RESOLUTIONS DECREED BY THE CONFERENCE. . Oe 

- 1st. That there shall be constituted an international commission for the exploration os 
- and civilization of Central Africa; also national committees who will be in communi- — | 

cation with the commission in order to centralize, as much as possible, the efforts made | 
~~ by their different nations, and to facilitate by their co-operation the execution of the — : 

resolutions made by the commission. __ : 
2d. That the national committee shall be constituted in the manner that appears to | | 

them preferable. a : | 7 os 
3d. That the commission shall be.composed of the presidents of the principal geo- oo 

_ graphical societies which were represented at the Brussels conference, or whowill . 
adhere to the programme, and of two members chosen by each national committee. , | 

4th. ‘That the presidént shall have the right to admit to the association the countries | | 
' which were not represented at the conference. | | - 

- 5th. That the president shall have the right to complete the international commis- 
: sion by adding effective and honorary members. ©. | a | 

| 6th. That the central commission, after having made its rules, shall have the power. 
: to direct by means of an executive committee the enterprises and works tending to | 

attain the end of the association, and to manage the funds furnished by the different i 
governments, by the national committees, and by private people. | | | 

| 7th. That the executive committee shall be constituted near the president, and com- - 
posed of three or four members named beforehand by the actual conference and later — : 

. ‘py the international commission. . . / 
8th. That the members of the committee shall hold themselves ready to respond to | , 

the call of the president. - : | a oe 
9th. That the president shall name a general secretary, who by the fact of his nomi- 

nation shall become a member of the international commission and of the executive — : 
committee, and also a treasurer. . , a | : 7 | / 

- as No. 38. | : a as 

: } Mr. Evarts to Mr. Delfosse. | | : an 

oe | | DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ~ ‘ 
| Ce oe Washington, March 20, 1877. a 

| “Sir: Referring to the matter of the appointment of a third commis- oe 
- gioner in conformity with Article XXIII of the Treaty of Washington, ee 

of the 8th May, 1871, concerning which my predecessor has heretofore — a 
communicated with you, I have now the honor to inform you that the |
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, representative of the United States at London, in a dispatch bearing | 
: date March 6, has informed me that upon the 1st March a form of iden- 2 

tic note, to be addressed to the Austrian embassador in London, was 
: agreed upon between himself and Lord Derby, requesting His Excel- ! 

2 | lency Count Beust to proceed in accordance with the treaty to appoint. 
: the third commissioner, and that in accordance therewith his excellency | 
i has been pleased to name you as the third commissioner under the . | 
: treaty. | Os a =. —_ | | 

_ Mr. Pierrepont also incloses a copy of a note addressed to him by | 
, Count Beust to this. effect, bearing date March 2, of which I have the : 

honor herewith to inclose you a copy for yourinformation. = | | 
: _ [ have great pleasure in assuring you of the satisfaction with which 
: this government has learned of your nomination in that capacity. 

| ' _Thave, &e¢., a ae a S| 

, | | SO WM. M. EVARTS. . | 

| Oo 7 - - [Inclosure. ] 7 Co . . : : : : 

, - Count Beust to Mr. Pierrepont, March 2, 1877. (See Mr. Pierrepont’s ! 
- dispatch of March 6, 1877, document No. 119.) oe : 

: | oe oo : No. 39,0 oO 

os 7 . Mr. Delfosse to Mr. Evarts: _ Oo - | | 

SO | LEGATION OF BELGIUM, / 
) Washington, March 21, 187 7. (Received March 21.) | 

_ §§rr.: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note which | 
you were pleased to address me, with inciosure, under date of yesterday, : 

- informing me that the ambassador of Austria-Hungary in England had. i 
designated me, according to the stipulation of Article XXIII of the | 

: treaty of Washington, of May 8,.1871, as the third commissioner in the | 
i commission appointed for the settlement of the questions connected with = 
: the fisheries. Thanking you for what you had the kindness to add, in : 
; relation to myself personally, in this communication,  —_— | oe 

| I have, &c., oo a - Be 

to | | a ' MAURICE DELFOSSE. .- | 

fp , | BRAZIL. | oo 
| | | | No. 40. So ; 

| | | Mr. Partridge to Mr. Fish. So : 

: No. 345.] | : LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, — | 
| Rio de Janeiro, August 31, 1876. (Received October 2.) | 

i: Str: In the complete absence of any occurrence here of anything : 
i having any political bearing, the journals are occupied again with the : 
| | still recurring religious question, and the fear that this ministry may 

| yield to reported demands of the Roman Curia in that matter. | | 
i The ultramontane party has been very quiet, and awaits the result of — |
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the negotiations. now said to be prepared and brought with him by | 
Monsignor Roncetti, the new Papal internuncio, who has not yet been _ : 
formally received by the regent. 9. = © a | 

The anti-ecclesiastical party, on the contrary, has been very active oe 
and even noisy. Inflammatory articles have appeared, and still appear, a 

| denouncing especially the minister of the interior, who is in these articles : 
' declared to be at variance with his colleagues. The Duke de Caxias, min- 

ister of war and president of the-council, is appealed-to not to surrender = =— 
the sovereignty of Brazil, and the action of some of the South American | 

- republies, which have refused to submit to the exactions of Rome,isheld 
-. up as an example for this empire. The Duke de Caxias is, or has been, | 3 

a member of the Masonic fraternity, against which the move of the | 
ultramontane party is now directed. 0 : 

| There are so many elements of discontent just now, in the depressed | OSs 
-. condition of trade, in the yearly deficits in receipts in the imperial treas- oe 
- ury, as well as in each of the provinces, and in the wide-spread want = | 

of confidence in financial matters, that this ministry must exercise the a 
-- greatest caution and: forbearance in regard to many measures which it = = 

is said they expect to lay before the new Chambers: | 
. Thave,&e, 0 0 | 

at debt oo vag ideo No. 41. | Den Gee Oo 

be EE Mr, Partridge to Mr. Fish. | - | | 

— No. 346.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 8 
Rio de Janeiro, September 29, 1876. (Received Oct. 30.) ve 

 §re: The situation and condition of political affairs here continue _ | 
- entirely unchanged. | | Non : BTS 

, It seems to be doubtful whether the elections ordered to take place 
| under the new law on the 2d of October can be held, since there has | 

_ been some omission or defect in making out the previous electoral lists : 
in many places and especially in this city. | : oe 

The list for Rio has been declared invalid by one of the courts, and it — 
would seem that even in case the election (throughout the empire) is | 

_. held the chief city must remain unrepresented. - ee 
| In the mean time, there has been a great depression in the market — : 

price here of the government 6 per cent. bonds, going down to par from | 
- some 6 or 8 per cent. premium. : PEARSE RED oe ae 

And it is certain that the imperial treasury is at this moment without _ 
the means of paying large amounts already due, and for improvements | 

_ (railways) ordered to be constructed, the funds for which have been | 
S diverted to other payments. ‘The receipts from customs have decreased, — | 

and in the northern provinces especially there is a very large reduction | 
in receipts with an increase of expenditure, so that the financial condi- = 
tion is everything but satisfactory. —— , ae Pee | 

-.. It is now said that there will be necessarily an additional issue of notes Be 
_ payable to bearer, and having interest-coupons at 5 per cent.,and in > 
sums as small as 100 milreis, so as to tempt the investment of small 
gums now hoarded throughout the empire. © ae 

Tam, &., oe md Ce ey
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: — Sk. No. 42. . - 

| Mr. Partridge to Mr. Fish. oe Oo | 

po No. 349.] Co UNITED STATES LEGATION, ~ - | 
Po | Lito de Janeiro, October 31, 1876. (Received Dec.2.) 5 
i Sir: There was an occurrence in this city the other day which has > 

caused much stir among all classes, and, from what appears in. the ! 
i's papers, has given cause for reflection to both the ultramontane and the — 
i ultraliberal parties. — | : Oe | a 

_ This was nothing less than the throwing of (two or three) stones, in | 
an the church of Santa Rita, at the Bishop of Rio, as he ascended the pul- : 

L - pit there to preach. Co | es | 
The bishop had presence of mind, and as soon as the first stone was | 

thrown, descended, and immediately went to the altar, upon which the __ 
congregation, in some confusion, departed. | CO : 

So very unusual an outrage, in a country like this especially, was of : 
i course the theme of conversation everywhere, and of newspaper com-- : 
i ment. By the ultramontanes it was declared to be a proof of the im- So 
i | pious wickedness and designs of the radical and atheistical republicans. | 

By the ultraliberals it was declared to be “a trick of the Jesuits,” gotten 
: up by them to bring discredit on the liberal cause. The police are still | | 
: _ Said to be investigating the matter; but the probability is that we | 

shall never know the real truth. =  — | | | | 
: _ Hither party is capable of either committing or getting up the affair, — 2 
7 which is another proof of the condition of this question and the temper 7 
| sand feeling on eithersidaa ss BO : 

: __ Beyond this all is quiet, and the situation of affairs is said to be satis- | 
i _ factory. | oo Sade A a | | | ! 

, Tam, &., ee | a ! 
: oo ; et JAMES R. PARTRIDGE. : 

| | | No. 438. = | | 

| | _ Mr. Partridge to Mr. Fish. S| 

| No. 358. | | - UNITED STATES LEGATION, | 
| | to de Janeiro, December 30, 1876. (Received Jan. 27, 1877.) : 

Sir: The General Assembly having been called to meet on the 31st | 
| December, the newly-elected chamber of deputies, or, rather, the few in | 
: | attendance, met in what is called preparatory juntas” on the 13th : 
: instant, and appointed the three or four commissions to verify the — : 

powers of those elected. The election having been made(in September) | 
| under the new electoral law, it has been discovered that, in many places, . | 
i the new electoral lists were not made out previously, in conformity with 

| that law, and in some provinces, as in Rio de Janeiro, the lists were | 
: annulled or quashed by one of the tribunals or courts of law, so that : 
| _ from those provinces there will be no delegations. . 
: _ The chamber of deputies has jurisdiction of the election of its mem- | 
| bers, but instead of there being always a presumption in favor of the | 
2 regular election of those having the certificates (or diplomas) from the 
3 _ presidents of the respective provinces, it is held that each deputy must |
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- -verify his powers, 4. ¢., prove the regularity of his election, even when q 

there is nocontestastohisseat TE 
As this takes up a long time, (there having been already thirteen — a 

_ preparatory sessions,) it ig at this moment doubtful whether there will = J 
be the regular opening, in due form, by the Princess Regent on to-mor- =—s f 
row, (Sunday,) the 31st. ce a ed 

‘The new chamber is overwhelmingly—almost unanimously—in favor = = —_ J 

_ of the present ministry ; and therefore there will be no difficulty, except | | 

from the usual and inevitable delay, in approving all that has been — 4 
done, and in making the way easy for what is hereafter to be done,or = J 
omitted, or indefinitely postponed. | 

‘The question of revenue is not so easily disposed of. It seems cer- — | 
-. tain that there isa large deficit. to be provided for in some way; and 7 

the plan in use heretofore of carrying over imaginary or supposed. bal- 4 
ances and surplus will not answer now. a 

~The revenue of Brazi) has certainly greatly increased, doubled in fact, § 

in twenty years; but the increased expenditure and the needless outlay a 2 

for iron-elads and war material, idle and almost worthless in their arse- ee 
nals, and the addition made to the pay of the army, navy, and allcivil = = 
employés, have far outstripped the increase of income. 5 so 

a Nor is it easy to see how there can be increased revenue just now, | 
- without a recast and readjustment of the whole system of taxation and es 

contribution. The present tariff on imports is so ill adjusted that it © 

- aets as a prohibition on increased revenue. Theexportdutyissoheavy, 
(13 per cent. and in some cases 15 per cent. ad valorem,) that it has 
already annvibilated the sugar industry and has paralyzed the culture 

- of cotton. And yet immense bodies of fertile land are unoccupied, and | 

|. gontribute nothing to the cost of government. > oo re 7 

The tax or contribution is upon the yearly revenue or upon the pro; 

- duce of the land, and never (éxcept for some minor municipal purposes) = os 

- upon the land itself or value of the property. Hence large proprietors a 

can afford to bold these large untaxed tracts; which, if they were sub- — ee 

- ject to their fair share of the general expense, would have to be sold in | 

gmail parcels, be improved, and so increase the general revenue. For- 

tunately, at this time there is no longer theold well-used talk of and prep- 7 

aration for war with the Argentines. The sums already raised for inter-  - | 

nal improvements (in 1872) having been spent on iron-clads and to meet 

previous deficits, the internal improvement system must probably lan- . 

- guish for some time. Nothing whatever of interest occurs, and it is, | 

probably, intended that nothing shall occur during the absence of the 

Emperor. | Soe yn Se es Aen 
| Tam, &¢:, | ee Po : | Oe | . 

Si oyiecty ov SAMES RB. PARTRIDGE. | 

NOAA ge 

oan es Mr. Partridge to Mr. Evarts. oe 

No. 3865.) UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
Rio de Janeiro, May 10, 1877. (Received June ll.) BS 

_ §rr: The ministry find it impossible to have the appropriation bills = 

| for 1877~78 passed in time (June 30) through both chambers, and have — ae 

now brought forward a motion (according to constant necessity for the = 

ABR 4 TS OES ca es
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i, last years here) to authorize the collection of revenue and expenditure | 
- of moneys during six months, according to theitems of thelastappropri- > 

, ation act, now in force, and whose provisions expire on ist July. | : 
: _ The present session began in January and must expire in September; 

.. $0 that during five months nothing has been doneto provide the means 
i. of carrying on the government after June. | ee | 
|. + By the passage of this enabling resolution, the ministry will have pre- 
; vious authority for expenditures after June, and they hope to have the —_— 

regular estimates allowed before adjournment in September. __ | ! 
{ | On this motion an interesting debate has been goingon,andtheopposi- ss. 
‘ee tion (liberal) party has gladly found itself.re-enforced by some dissidents — 
i . who have hitherto never offered to vote against the ministry. | 

: a — On the 4th instant one of the opposition leaders, Mr. Affonso Celso, — | 
| attacked the present government for its continuance of unauthorized 

Z and extravagant expenditure, for its constant opening of new credits, 
a (in imitation of the French,) and which in fact. is nothing else than any 

; appropriation by the ministers, and for the insufficient remedy proposed 
i to meet the present deficit, namely, an increase of already too heavy — | 
i... duties on imports, without any proposed reduction of expense. = | 

: _ His assertions could not be contradicted, because they were based on 
i the statements and figures of the minister of finance’s report. _ ae 
; ss Rrom those statements, during the period between 1840 and 1876, it is - | 
to shown that, notwithstanding the constant increase in the yearly rev- 
i | - enue and appropriations, the actual expenditure during each year has’ 

_ greatly exceeded both revenue and appropriation; that while estimates 
i. , of receipts fell short of what was really collected, the various ministries 
i had, in their expenditures, exceeded not only the sums voted by law, 
i. - but the excess or surplus which otherwise at the end of that time would 

have thus accumulated a large surplus fund, but also had constantly in- 
to curred indebtedness beyond, by raising money in various waysto meet 
[ 3 expenditures far beyond what was authorized, and for purposes not 
; ..  ~  gontemplated in any law; that this excess of expenditure beyond both ap-_ 
;.  —~—spropriations and receipts amounted now, in thirty-six years, tomorethan 
po three hundred and eighty millions of dollars, (seven hundred and fifty- | 

; nine thousands of contos of reis);.that of this sum about one hnndred. | 
; and fifty millions had been contributed in excess of the estimates,so 

that the amount of expenditure beyond actual receipts, at the end of : 
|... thirty-six -years, was still more than two hundred and thirty millionsof = | 

dollars, which now formed part of the national debt. = | 
This last, of course, is of much greater amount, including the deposits 

, -.. on interest by savings-banks and the proceeds of unsettled estates, | 
‘a together with floating debt (treasury notes) and the paper money in cir- | 
; culation, and summing up together some three hundred and seventy- 
i. . eight millions of dollars. Be Se | 
i | These annual excesses of expenditure have been hitherto met by each : 
| | succeeding ministry by using these deposits asif they were regular 
i resources, and by diversion ot funds raised for other purposes (railroads, 
3 ; &c.) to meet contingencies not foreseen or provided for by law. oe 
i his process has now gone on so long, that the interest on the accu- 
: mulating indebtedness now requires those funds which were hitherto. - | 
i. paid on account of the principal; this last is no longer practicable, and | 
, now, at last, the deficit.is acknowledged. | 7 : I 
foe The remedy for this is still.to be found, and the proposed increase of 
i - duties (twenty per cent. additional) will only lessen the receipts. i 
io _ The true remedy, which the ministry has not had the courage to pro- 
: —._- pose, namely, a cessation of.all public works that can be postponedand |
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- areduction of all salaries to government employés, (increased, andnearly = 
| doubled in some instances, three years ago,) is the only escape offered: 

from embarrassment, failure, and bankruptcy of the treasury. oo. | = 
a These. salaries and pay of all government officers and employés a 

amount now to 244 millions of dollars, nearly one-half (49 per cent.) of the 
wholerevenue. The interest on the public debt consumes one-third more, 
$0 that for all other public charges whatever, army and navy material, 

-. public works, carriage of mails, railway and navigation subsidies and — 
_ . all other public objects, there is now disposable only one-sixth (about = 

. eight or nine millions of dollars) of the whole revenue of Brazil. I an- 
. nex hereto the tables used by Mr. Celso, (the treasury statements since 7 
,  1840,) which show annually the estimated receipts and the excess _ a 

actually collected, and the expenditures provided for each year by law ae 
in contrast with those actually made. : [ Se eee 

- From these, the present financial condition of Brazil may be learned | oS 
_ without further reference than to preceding dispatches from this legation. © ee, 

an So _ «JAMES R. PARTRIDGE. - ANS 

oS 7 oe So | | | [Inclosure.] | ° oe , . ao ) : | we . 

ne Tables of estimates and expenditures taken from the annual treasury reports from 1840741 : 
| ae | — to 1875~76. - oe e | - 

[The figures to the left of the $ mark represent milreis ;. those to the right, reis. Brazilian milreisare  «_— oe 
_ equivaleat to 544 cents United States gold ; a thousand reis make one milreis.] - . 

ESTIMATES FROM 1840-41 TO 1949-50. , a 

7 | . Receipts. oe an Expenditures, eae a 

os Years. —_-——-—-—— } - - oe 

Co Estimated. Actual. Estimated. — Actual. oo Pa 

© 41840241 eee eee eee 17, 700, 009 $000 18, 866, 501 $294} 19, 073, 857 8851 92,812,000 $587. es 
: 1841-742 woe. 15, 600, 000 $600 | - 19, 002, 016 $302 20, 077, 033 $402 | 27, 542,143 $569 

1842-43 22. eee eee 16, 503, 000 $000 18, 712, 315. $182 21, 798, 800 $004 29, 164, 883 $279 oo 
+ 184844 ee eee 21, 200, 000 $000 21, 350, 970 $709} 23,797, 246 $327 | 25, 947,239 $689 . 

 1844-"45 oe eee 21,000,000 $000 | . 24, 804,550 $630 _ 23, '752, 758 $496 25, 634, 626 $652 
1845-46 ee eee. e.} ~~ 24, 000, 000 $000 26, 199, 179. $386 | 24,116, 835 $569 | 24, 463, 596 $678 

. 1846-47-22. eee. ee- | 25, 000, 000 $000 27, 627, 706 $992 24, 116, 835 $696 25, 221, 755 $454 rn 

1847-48 2. l ee. eee see} 25, 000, 000 $000 | 24,732, 369 8633 | 24, 116, 835 $569 | 25, 372, 938 $152 ha 
1848-49... 222 eee] 25,000, 000 $000 | . 26, 163, 028 $441 24, 116, 835 $569 | 28, 289, 126 $210 Oo 

—. 1849-50 22.2 ee eee eee. 25, 717, 222 $220 28, 200, 149 $576 | | 26, 802,177 $039 | 28, 949, 589 pFT2 RE . eo 

a | |” 216, 920, 222 $220 | 235, 658, 788 $145 | 232, 449, 630 $153 | 263, 397, 899 742 oe 

ST MATES FROM 1850-’51 TO 185060. OE Sage 

| 85051 eeeeseeecesee-| 27,229,000 $000} 39, 696, 901 $183 |. 26,275,681 $708) 33,924587 $007” 
185152... .eeeeeeeeee-| 27,299, 000 $300 | 37, 712,597 $920 | 96, 275, 881 $708 | 49,754,781 $651 tC 
1852-53 .............--.|. 30, 500, 000 $000 38, 102, 802 $842 |. 27, 482, 829. $607. 31, 653,505 $406 as 
1858-54... ..22eesee---| 32,353,000 $000 | 37, 048,216 $242 | 29, 633, 706 $304.| 37,330,188 $066 Ost es 
1854-'55 . 2 eee ee ee eee . 34, 000, 000 $000 | 38, 576, 043 $799 31, 153, 336 $737 | . 40, 572, 498 $796 oy 
1855-756... eeece.ee-| 34,000, 000 $900 | 41, 942, 225° $424 | ~ 32, 441, 246 8333 | 42, 864,283 $051 WS 
1856-57 2 ce eeeee-]| 34,000, 000 $000- 52, 756, 109 $236 | _ 33, 785, 380 :$825 41, 926, 719 $833 
185758 222. eee eee. 35, 500, 500° $100 53, 411, 166 $713.|. 35, 500,496 $000 54, 027, 379. $597 my 
1858-59... eee ee eee 39, 428, 100 $000 | 50, 375, 723 $338 40, 097,068 $549 | 55, 192, 442. $479 | | 
1859-60 ....2...c00-+-2-/ 45,000, 000 $000 |. 47, 070, 791 $554 | 48, 302,935 $571 | 55, 299, 391. $282 A sy 

Oe | 839, 379, 600 $000 | 429, 692, 578 $651 | 330, 948, 363 $342 | 434, 845, 779 $058 re
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, Sy a Tables of estimates and expenditures, §¢c.—Continued. oe 

fo STM ATES FROM 1860-61TO 1809-70, 

{ | os oe ‘Receipts. a te Expenditures. | oh . 

; | Oo Estimated. | Actual. Estimated. ~ Actual | 

a 186061_..........-----| 45,000,000 $000 | 53, 577,129 $331 48, 302, 935 $571 | 55,797, 516 $295 
, 1861-62 .......--..0-4--|  49}659, 651 $000 | 55, 870,811 $809 | 51, 313, 939 $298 | 56, 047, 457 $715 | 
Po 1862-63 ..........------| 49, 659, 651 $000 51, 480, 238 $529 | 51, 313, 939 $298 | 59, 860, 712 $901 
i. 1863-64 .2.....-....----| 51, 500, 000 $000 58, 356, 845 $210 | -. 53, 878, 666 $571 59, 393, 004 $568 : 

: 1864-'65 ....2c022-.0----| 51, 500,.000 $000 61, 058, 419 $862 51, 500; 000 $000.| 86, 325, 372 $087 
1865~’66 ............---.| 55,000,000 $000 | 63, 511, 500 $842 | 58, 871,725 $059 | 125, 366, 074 $524 

| 1866-’67..............--| 55,000,000 $000-| 70, 086, 253 $534 | 58, 871, 725 $059 | 124, 489, 259 $163 
4 1867-"68 . 2.22.22. eee 71, 250, 000 $000 15, 668, 416 $862 | = 68, 530, 221 091 | 169, 536, 8388 $075 

1868-’69 ............-.--| 71, 250, 000 $000 | 92, 586, 038 $574 | 68, 530, 221 $091 | 154, 558, 212 $061 
1869-"20........-..-----| 71, 250,000 $000 | 99, 419, 649 $969 | 68, 530, 221 $091 | 145, 807,896 $462 

i | 57, 069, 302 $000 | 681, 615,304 $522 | 579, 643, 594 $129 |1, 037, 182, 403 $781 ! 

po OO ESTIMATES FROM 1870-71 TO 1875-6. oT Rg Se 

i 181071 ..-..eeeee.ce---| . 94,100,000 $000 | 101,335, 401 $827 | 83, 386, 718 $590 | 103, 673, 134 $647 : 
j 1871-72 oe enw eee eee 95, 800, 000 $000 | ~=—107, 656, 780 $301 | 85, 741, 262 $158 | 105, 033,794 $531 et 
' 487273 oo cece ce eee ee 95, 800, 000 $000 | 116, 046, 159 $x19 86, 041, 262 $158 | 127, 152, 699 $335 

1873-74 ............--.-| 103, 000,000 $000 | 110,195, 649 $103 | 98, 250, 168 $140 | 197, 527, 795 $590 
3 1874-75 ...-.....2.-----.{ 103, 000, 000 $000 112, 790, 189 $539 98, 250, 168 $140 | . 133, 395, 360. $348 : 
} 1875-16 .. 22. 2-2 ne eee ee- 106, 000, 0CO $000 | 181, 957, 940 $000 | 105, 001, 317 $695 | 127, 256, 554 $000 | 

| ‘| 597, 700, 000 $000 | - 679, 982, 120 $589 | 556, 610, 896 $881 | 724, 039, 838 $411 : 

1 _. ., RECAPITULATION OF ESTIMATES FROM 1840-41 ‘TO 1875-76. | : 

po 1840-41 to 1849-50 .....| 216, 920,222 $200 | 935, 658,788 $145 | 232, 449, 630 $153 | 263,397,899 $742 
: . --1850-"51 to 1859-60 ...../ “339, 379, 660 $000 | 429, 692,578 $651 | 330, 948, 363 $342 | 434, 845, 779 $058 
i 1860-61 to 1869-"70.....| 571, 069, 302 $000-; 681, 615,304 $522 |. 579, 643, 594 $129 |1, 037, 182, 403 $781 : 
| --1870~'71 to 1875-76 .....| 597,700,000 $000 | 679, 982, 120 $589 | 556, 610, 896 $881 | 724,039,838 $411 

| So as "| 4, 725, 069, 124 $220 | 2, 086, 948, 791 $007 | 1, 699, 652, 484 $505 |2, 459, 465,920 $992 

| - ss CENTRAL AMERICA. | 

fo | Mr. Williamson to Mr. Fish. oe | | 

po No. 560.] a LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. © 
to | | re |  . IN CENTRAL AMERICA, 
i. | Guatemala, January 14,1877. (Received February 13.) 

i . Sir: I have the honor to make the following brief report upon the 
: present political. condition of the Central American states. ee | 
fo | In Guatemala the dictatorship of President Barrias has been pro- 
i longed four years. This was done by the congress or convention called | 

: 7 together by him in September last, as reported in my No. 529. His acts | 
1 _ indicate a tendency toward the conservative party, and his declarations 

; are strongly in favor of non-intervention in the affairs of the other | 
2 | states. Several of his decrees are thought to be highly advantageous) | 
fo to the planters or “hacienderos.” They are well calculated to excite dis- 
2  .-—s- gontent among the Indians, for they almost compel that class of the pop- | 
fo ~ ulation to work on the ‘“‘haciendas” when ealled upon, whether they wish | 
i to dosoorthe contrary, © | - a | 
po - # oe —# | % | RS |
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Mr. Marco A. Soto is still acting as provisional President of Hondu- - sf 
fas, and up to the latest accounts appears to be giving satisfaction to = J 

| the people of that state. 8 So eT 

| - In Salvador there is great discontent with the government of Presi- = — [ 
dent Zaldivar. He was placed in office by the Government of Guate- = = — J 
mala. Up to the present time he has succeeded inu sppressing the sev- | 
eral conspiracies that have been formed to overthrow his government. | 

a In Nicaragua the government of President Chamono is reported tobe 

steadily increasing in strength and popularity. All attempts: of the a 
. revolutionists have been so completely foiled that. they have dis- — | 

| - In Costa Rica the revolutionary government of Don Vicente Herrera = —— J 
_. is stillin power. Ex-President Guardia is represented to be greatly dis- OE 
-. satisfied with it, and desires its overthrow, principally because Herrera 

refused to declare war against Nicaragua when President Chamono de- ©. —— | 
- @lined to reply to the autographic letter of Don Vicente Herrera an- —_ fj 

-_ nouncing his elevation to the presidency of Costa Rica. Thisoccurred = 
in October last. CBee ue ae oa oe ee 

. % RR Re.  # re se wR ely 

All the governments of Central America are at peace, and there = 
- geems to be no present prospect of war. None of them are exempt from oes ol 

‘serious financial troubles, but, strange to say, it appears just nowthe = = f 
finances of Nicaragua are in a more sound condition than those of any = 
of the other states. ee Be en Sea 

- J hope this short report may enable you to form an opinion of theex- 
isting state of political affairs in Central America. ee ee 

oo a — a GEO. WILLIAMSON. 

a Mr, Williamson to Mr. Fish, 

No. 588.) 00 _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES . oes - oe 

| nN OENTRAL AMERICA, 
| aes Guatemala, March 5,1877. (Received April 13.) oe 

| Sie: I have the honor to lay before you the following report upon the = aa 
present and prospective lines of communication of the Central American oes, 

. gtates with the United States and Hurope. cy De 

Po one not familiar with the difficulties of communication with Cen- 
~ tral America in former times, it would be surprising to notein the dis- 

__-patches’of the first ministers who were accredited tothe Central Amer- 
ican confederation, as well as of those who were subsequently accredited Os 
to the several states, how long a period of time seemed to be required 
by them to reach their posts of duty, and how difficult it was to receive es 

'- and to transmit mails. I propose to state in thisconnection afew facts = 
-_ .exhibited by the records of the legation. They relate to the difficulty eee 

and danger attending a journey to thiscity in past times. | 
| The first minister, Hon. John Williams, appears to have journeyed en 

-_-by the way of Havana and Belize. He was several months on the way. 
So slow was mail communication that, although he arrived in this city. SE 

- on the 2d of May, 1826, his first opportunity of sending a dispatch was 
the 3d August ofthat year, cae
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1 _-__. The first minister who came by the Panama route was the Hon. 

_ _Hlijah Hise, in 1848, and he reports a fearfully dangerous trip by sea 
; _ and land to his post of duty in this city. — OO Paes 

| -. The Hon. Mr. Marling, in 1855, came via San Juan del Norte, and 
arrived at his post in about two months, as he states, by a rare chance | 

i. availed of, and made successful with resolute pluck. EBs | 
to _ One of our ministers, Hon. Mr. Shannon, lost his life at Izabal, when 
; | coming to this city via Belize route; and another, Hon. Mr. Clark, died 

| _ of injuries received in the surf when he was engaged in landing at San | 
to José de Guatemala. = | | | 

ss Up to 1860, it appears that the average time taken by ministersto 
i _._._- reach their posts in Central America was two months. Even aslateas 
i _ 1870, a minister reported that he was obliged to pass by the port of San 

| José and make a voyage to Panama and back before he was able to land | 
i at San José de Guatemala. At that time there was no pier at San José. | 
to _ Now there is a strong iron one at that port, at Acajutla, at La Libertad, 
fo _ and at Punta Arenas. A finer one than all the other piers mentioned 
i is now under construction at.Champerico.. Itistobecompletedin May. | 

ir _ In endeavoring to inform myself fully for the purposes of this dispatch 7 
{ . how the mails were formerly. sent to the legation or Jegations, I find 

_ that one minister in 18383 recommended the route via Mexico and Vera 
1. _ Cruz, and another the route by, Havana to Belize. Several reeommended 
{ «the route via Omoa; some via San Juan del Norte. Before the establish- - 
tC ment of the Panama Railroad (now Pacific Mail) Company’s line of — 

|; —s S teamerrs in 1856, the mails from the United States to ministers seem to 
1. have come by occasional vessels from New. York or Boston, bound for. . 
i Belize, Omoa, or Truxillo, and generally were many monthson the way. | 
{ | In those days there was no regular mail communication in these 
ij states interiorly and exteriorly. Infact they seem to have had no post- 

fo office department.. There has been a great change, I am glad to say, 
; effected by the enterprise of an American company, the Panama Rail- 
: _. road Company, to whose steamship linesthe Pacific Mail has succeeded. : 
i , Capt. J. M. Dow, I believe, first called the attention of the Panama ss 

{ Railroad Company to the importance of developing the Central Ameri- 
| -. Gan trade, and he commanded the first steamship, the Columbus, which = 
t. _ ran specially to Central American ports on the Pacific. The contract. 
Lo was signed in the city of Guatemala on the 5th February, 1856. The : 
i _ first trip to Guatemala was made in December of that year. Now | 
: there are many ships of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company engaged 
fo in the Central American trade. I shall not pretend toname them while © 
Poe treating of this part of my subject, and propose to refer only to those 
: ___ Tines that have trade relations with these states. _ OO 
iL _ The lines on the Pacific are first mentioned, partly because,in my 
: . _ judgment, they have done more, and are likely to continue todo more, to 
\ | direct this valuable trade to the United States than any other lineson 
2 the Atlantic side, but principally because all the American and Euro- © 
po pean lines which terminate at Aspinwall make their Central Ameri- 
2 _¢an connections by means of the Panama Railway and the Pacific lines sy. 
fo of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company. There are perhaps some other 
po _ fact that entitle the Pacific lines to special prominence. They are very = 
1 Important to be noted and continually borne in mind in connection with | 
ae efforts to promote trade between the Central American states and the | 

po United States. I shall attempt to give a brief résumé of these facts. . . 
po The mass of the population is nearest the Pacific. The productive . 
|  . State of Salvador lies entirely upon the Pacific side.. It has no front 
3 _ upon the Caribbean. Five-sixths of the population of Nicaragua live i 
|. South and west ofthelakes. = © a - mo
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- - Honduras, in my jadgment the poorest of all the states, has a scat- ee 
- tered population, the majority of which may be on the Caribbean side. ae 

_ Neither Costa Rica nor Guatefhala has a city on her northern and east- 
ern. front. 2 | a ee - oO , 

_ The face, then, of Central America may be said to be tothe Pacific © | 
| Her back is toward the United States and Hurope. The most fertile 

| and healthy agricultural localities in these states are upon the slopes 

~~ and plateaus on the Pacific or southern side of the great andhighrange Jo 
of the Cordilleras that runs through Central America. Itistruethe == 
highest peaks of the Cordilleras are nearest the Pacific coast, and that = | 

| the longest and largest rivers empty into the Caribbean and its adjacent = 
~ waters. The most rugged and continuous ranges are nearer the Ca- _ Oe 

ribbean:. Geologists consider the former as representing the Sierra  —_- 
- Madre, because they are probably older; but admitting that these high | 

-- peaks represent the oldest range, (as they doubtless do,) itis clearto 
| one familiar with these countries that the general surface of the Pacific — 

slopes and plateaus of Central America is nothing like so rugged, and _ 7 
- the ranges of high mountains are not nearly so continuous, as those 

nearer the Caribbean front. Bo Ce | | 

| The northern or Caribbean slope of these ranges of mountains is not wf SE 
so fertile (except in localities) as the southern or Pacific. The rain-fall , 

| there is also far greater, and the dry and wet seasons not so distinctly = =~ 
| marked. Assuming that coffee will continue to be the staple article of — eee 

export of these countries, because of the profitableness of its production, aera 
~ it should not be overlooked that the coffee-tree grows best, and pro- _ 

duces the most highly aromatic fruit, in a voleanic soil, and where it is. oe 
not exposed in the season of flowering to either very heavy rains or Soe 

| strong winds. These conditions are found on the Pacific slopesand = —— 
plateaus. The best coffee-estate I have seen on the Atlantic side is a 
estimated to produce an average of two pounds per tree. The bestI == 
have seen on the Pacific side (Las Nubes, the property of an American 7 

-- gentleman, Mr. William Nelson) has averaged up to the present time - 
-- five pounds or more to the tree. This, however, is an exceptionally Do 

— good estate. ; | a re Oo en 
In respect to harbors, the two shores of Central America are sadly 

. deficient. On the Caribbean, Guatemala has one that is unsurpassed in 
‘size and security, the bay of Santo Tomas. Honduras has the little pe 
inlet at Omoa, and the too-open port to northeast winds, Puerto Cabal- ee 

: los. Nicaragua has none since the port of Greytown lost its usefulness, = | 
unless Bluefields may be so considered. Costa Rica has Port Limon, _ a 
which can seareely be called a harbor. On the Pacific, Guatemala has — es 
no harbor, only open roadsteads. Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua | 

~ all toueh upon the splendid harbor of. the Gulf of Fonseca. The first | 
| two named have these, respectively: the ports La Union and Amapala. 
_ Nicaragua has the narrow estuary at Corinto, the open roadstead of __ a 

' Brito, and the bight of San Juan del Sur. Costa Rica has the fine © 
-_ harbors of the Gulf of Nicoya and of the Gulf of Duleew = : 

| - The Caribbean side of Central America is also considered more un- aa 
healthy than the southern, and (according to my experience) is infested ce ey 

_ with a greater number. and variety of insects annoying toman. Itdoes 
not seem inappropriate to mention, I have been repeatedly informed by =. 

| American physicians residing in these countries that the yellow fever  —_ 
oe has never made its appearance on the Pacific side of Central America. = © 

Jn addition to this, the Caribbean Sea and Mexican Gulf, through 
which the northern and eastern coasts of Central America have to be — 

- approached, have a deservedly bad reputation among sailors for the ter- 
- vible hurricanes that prevail upon them. The grand Pacific continues | :
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| to deserve its gentle name. It is also worthy of note that quite a num- | 
; ber of wealthy, energetic Central Americans have established themselves : 
| -. . in business in San Francisco, and that the many attractions of that 

thriving city, coupled with its semi-tropical climate, are likely to beget | 
; influences favorable to the cultivation of trade relations with these States. = | 
i. ~—s—is This digression seemed to be desirable in order to afford you clear in- | 
io formation. To guard against misapprehensions that may arise from this — ! 

: _ contrast of the Caribbean and Pacific sides of Central America, beg = | 
leave to say, on the former are rich lands and superb woodsand extended = 

| ss pasturages for cattle | OR IEG prc | 
a The object of the contrast has been neither to depreciate nor super- 

{ _ praise, but to point out the fact that the Pacific seetion of these countries —s | 
| is more developed than the other, and to indicate some of the causes | 

-. that have produced, and that are likely to maintain, its superiority in 
| that respect. | | en eee | 

; . . The following are the Pacific Mail Steamship Company’s lines on the Pa- 
| | cific. The names used to designate them are those employed by the com- 7 
j «pany in its latest schedule: The Panama and San Francisco line. Two of 
| the steamers of this line, in making trips to and from Panama and San 

; Francisco, touch twice a month at the ports of Punta Arenas, in Costa. 
.  . Rica, and San José, in Guatemala. One steamer touches once a month 
_. on the trip from San Francisco to Panama and the other touches on the | 

a trip from Panama to San Francisco. By a late contract with the gov. | 
too. ernment of Salvador the same service is to be performed for that State 

i by touching at the port of La Libertad. These are called through 

i When close connection is made with the steamer from New York to 
to Aspinwall, it is possible to arrive at the capital of Costa Rica in thirteen 
boo days from New York, and at the capital of Guatemala in fifteen days. : 

fo It is also possible, by means of this line of steamers, for one to arrive. 
- _ from San Francisco in the capital of Guatemala in twelve days, and in 

{ : the capital of Costa Rica in fourteen days. Both of the capitals referred 
i... to are two days’ journey from their respective ports. The Panama and 7 

Acapulco line consists of several steamers, that touch at all the Central | 
i _ American ports on the Pacific twice a month in going from Panama to- 
i. . Acapulco, and twice on the return voyage. PT ES | 
\ - The Panama and Champerico line only extends to Champerico, the 

-- most northerly port of Guatemala. It also touches twice a month atall | 
i; the Central American ports on the Pacific. The last named lines carry 

{ most of the cargo from Central America. They leave Panama three _ 
ae times a month, 9th, 22d, and 29th. The ships of the last named lines — 

, are of about.1,200 tons burden. Those of the Panama and San Fran- 

i cisco line are of about 3,000 tons. OO oo _ | 
‘n The governments of Central America have contracted to pay the fol- se, 
; - lowing subsidies to the Pacific Mail Steamship. Company for carrying — 
fo their mails: Guatemala, $25,000 per annum; Salvador, $12,000 per 
i annum; Honduras, $8,000 per annum; Nicaragua, $6,000 per annum; 

,- Costa Rica, $12,000 perannum. The subsidy of Salvador has been in- : 

| - creased to $25,000 per annum, to be paid in installments, as soon as the . 
fo _ hew contract, under which the through steamers are to touch twicea 
i -° month at La Libertad, goes into effect. These vessels also carry the 

| United States mails, but I am not aware that they receive a subsidy for 
o1Ing so. — no . - ne ae a 

| At Panama, the foregoing lines of steamers connect with the follow- 
i. ing foreign and American lines directly, and by means of the Panama 
i. Railroad: With the Pacific Steam-Navigation Company’s line (British) |
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to Callao, which leaves Panama four times a’ month, and touchesatall = J 

the way ports of any importance in Ecuador ‘and Peru. By meansof =: J 

- the Panama Railroad Compauy, these lines. also make connection at = sf 

Aspinwall with their own New York and Aspinwall line. With the | 

Atlas Steamship Company’s line (American) to New York; with the oe 

_ Royal Mail Steam-Packet line (British) to Southampton and Cherbourg ; | | 

the West India and Pacific Steamship Company’s line (British) to Liv- | 

- erpool; the Harrison line (British) to Liverpool, occasionally making | 

- voyages by the way of New Orleans for cargo; the General Transat- | | 

luntic Company’s line (French) toSt. Nazaire and Havre,andthe Hamburg | 

‘ and American line (German) to Hamburg. All of these lines of steam-  ..— J 

- ers steam from Aspinwall twice a month, except the General Transat- - # 

-jantic Company’s line and the Harrison line, which only leave oncea = —— J 

month. Panama and Aspinwall may be considered the distribut- = sf 

 jing:points of the eastern-bound. trade from the west: coast of South | | 

- America north of Callao, and from the west coast of the Central = [ 

-. American States and Mexico. The American ships engaged in this dis- - : 

- tribution are believed to be nearly, if not quite, equal in carrying capacity oT 

to the foreign ones. Assuming* they all carry about the same cargoes = = ff 

- it is easy to see that the share which Europe receives of this valuable | 

and large trade, almost right at our doors, is two-thirds. This does not . 4 

represent all that foreign ships take from Central America. The Royal — [ 

. Mafl Steamship Company’s steamers make monthly trips to PortSimon —. | 

_ in Costa Rica, and Greytown in Nicaragua, carrying passengers and 

cargo; and a monthly steamer of the West India and Pacific Steamship an 

Company sails from Kingston to and from Belize, carrying thence,indi- = = [ 

rectly, the products of the northern parts of Guatemala and Honduras, sO 

and Nicaragua that are concentrated at that place. In addition to these os 

- steam lines carrying the trade of these and other contiguous countries» — fj 

to Europe, there is a line of British clipper-sbips that make annual voy- — §{ 

ages to Punta Arenas in Costa Rica, and there are many German ships — od 

that come to Guatemala and these states via Cape Horn annually with 

cargoes of merchandise, and return with cargoes of wood, hides, Xe. a 

- here ate also American sailing-vessels that frequently, but not quite = = | 

regularly, ply between ports of the United States and Central America. 

- None of them, I think, can be called lines. — (Belize is meant to be in- 

. gluded in Central America, for, geographically speaking, it is a part of | hele 

it.) The most regular of these in believed to be the Jex or Jelks sailing- ee | 

- ghips from New York to Belize. Iam informed there are three of them, 

- of about five hundred tons burden. There are also several small 

- schooners that carry passengers and freight between New Orleans and - ea 

_ Belize. In the winter, there are a number of small sailing-vessels plying = 

~ between New Orleans and the Bay Islands of Honduras, engaged in the . | 

_. fruit trade. There are also occasional sailing-vessels from Boston and = 

- New York that make voyages to Greytown and the Mosquito Coast for _ 

- india-rubber, &c., but, I am told, nothing like so many now as formerly, 

On the Pacific side there are occasional sailing-vessels that bring and as 

- earry cargoes between San Francisco and the Central American ports. | SE 

_. It is also worthy of mention that an enterprising New York firm, = 

- Pomares & Cushman, sent a vessel last year, via Cape Horn, to the Pacifie 

| ports of Central America with cargo, and were sufficiently satisfied with oes 

the results to send her again the present year. To one looking atthe 
map of North America, without a knowledge of the fact that these 

states really front, in population and commercially, to the south and 

west, instead of to the north and east, New Orleans would be pointed > 

--- * Tt ig also assumed that the cargoes from California are about equally distributed at foe 

Aspinwall. This may be incorrect. : Ss a ea | oe
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--- Out_as the American city that ought to command a large part of. their - 
' .. trade. Being a Louisianian, and having come here with preconceived > 

and incorrect views upon that subject, I have reluctantly abandoned wood 
that idea being realized for a long time, (if ever,) even if the merchants > 

| of New Orleans were to divert their minds and capital from localand |] 
_ temporary troubles to practical commercial enterprises. The factis,as 

i heretofore stated in this dispatch, the products and population are not 
| - on her side of Central America. - er 
i By establishing a steam line to Aspinwall, touching at Belize, Santo | 
i Tomas of Guatemala, the Bay Islands, and north coast of Honduras, 
1 Greytown, and Port Limon, and returning via Havana, she would proba- 

| bly get a fair share of the trade that now goes to Hurope and New 
_ York and Boston from that coast. She may never compete successfully 

; _ for the Pacific coast trade, in my opinion. Its natural market at pres- 
7 _ entis San Francisco. To that port alone in the United States can car- 

- | goes be carried without breaking bulk. This fact will be undisturbed 
/ sss unttil the interoceanic canal is constructed. Central America, geograph- 
i _ ically, comprises all that semi-continent lying between the Isthmus of © ~ 
; . Tehuantepec and the Isthmus of Darien. | | ee os 
i | Politically, it embraces about two-thirds of: that semi-continent ; com- 
; mercially, at present, it is a narrow strip on the Pacific, lying between a 

"the Gulf of Nicoya, in Costa Rica, and Champerico, in Guatemala. The | 
|. . width of this strip is about eighty miles, and its length about six bun- _- 
tO dred miles. The trade that passes through Grevtown on the Caribbean | : 
; sas carried on with the population that dwells southwest of the lakes of 3 
i. Nicaragua. Under existing conditions New York iscommerciallynearer- 
‘ee Central America than New Orleans. <A few facts in connection with 
poo. _ this remark are here presented. ve oe OO 
{| : From Punta Arenas, the most southerly Pacifie port of Central . 
i. America, to New York via Panama, the Steaming distance is about 
i. ---:2,489 miles, to which is to be added forty miles of transit by the Panama 
i. Railroad. From Punta Arenas to San Francisco the steaming distance 

--. is nearly 2,720 miles. From Champerico, the most northerly and west- 
i. _ erly point of Central America, the steaming distance to New York via 
, Panama is about 3,089 miles. To this also must be added thé Panama _ 
_ _  fRailroad transit. From Champerico to San Francisco, the steaming- 
foo distance is about.2,120 miles. From New Orleans to Aspinwall the dis- _ 
to. tance is given on a chart before me at 1,400 miles. Her distance from = 
i the northern ports of Guatemala cannot, therefore, exceed 700 miles, | | 

ae and from the eastern terminus of the Nicaragua Interoceanic Canalon 
i _ the Caribbean side, cannot exceed 1,000 miles. Thelength ofthe inter- 
po oceanic canal route, as measured. by Commander Lull, from Greytown : 
fe _ to Brito, on the Pacific, is 180.76 miles. From Panta Arenas to Brito, - 
{| -——s«s the: distance is about 200 miles, and from Champerico to Brito about 400 . 

2 | miles. By this canal route, then, New Orleans would be only about 1,400 — 
: | miles from Punta Arenas, and about 1,600 miles from Cham perico by water : 

communication. She would, then, be much nearer the Pacific Coast of  _ 2 
2 Central America than either New York or San Francisco. The great = 
fo cities of Saint Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati, and Chicago would then be- | 
fo come greatly interested in securing to that city (asanentrepdt at least) 
fo a large part of the trade of Central America. Then New Orleans might 
| _ become a formidable competitor of San Franciso. = oe 
Lo Experience, however, teaches that mere proximity, although an ad- 
i .. vantageous element in influencing the course of trade, is by no means, | 
i in these days, to be relied upon as certain to produce changes or satis- | 
, factory results. San Franciscan energy and enterprise may reach — |
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) through the canal, and, overeoming distance by superior skill and supe- > | 
‘rior commercial facilities, may take the trade of the Caribbean coast of — | 

- Central America away from New Orleans, as British traders are now od 
| dging at Belize, Greytown, and Port Limon. As New Orleans has no. 
- gteam-line to that coast, it may be said that London and Liverpool are oe 

~'- eommercially nearer the Caribbean coast of Central America than the - 
“metropolis of Louisiana. | | ES DERE 

In my No. 4380 of September 17, 1875, I had the honor to advise you = 
of efforts then being made by the several governments of these States 
(except Salvador) to obtain facilities of communication through Carib- 

| - bean ports. You were good enough to say in reply (instruction No. 205) oe 
that a copy of the dispatch had been communicated to the Secretary of = 

- the Treasury. I now propose to allude to the lines of communication 
* with the United States and Europe, to which these efforts appear to | oon 

address themselves. It seems best to begin with Costa Rica. Her gov- eee 
ernment is still struggling on under great financial embarrassments to > ‘ 

- complete the railway from Port Limon to San José. Nearly fifty miles ae 
_. of that part of the railroad is reported to be sometimes in running | oe 

order. That extraordinary enterprise, so bold in its conception bya lit- 
| tle State of scarcely a hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants, so reck- 

~ less in its management, so difficult in engineering obstacles,and so ——_s J 
hurtful in its effects up to the present time, on the hitherto untarnished — 

_ financial reputation of the State, is too familiar to the Department to’ | Fe 
need any further comments from me at present. Should the road ever cd 
be completed and maintained in running order, it will take a large por- | 

tion of the trade of Costa Rica to the Caribbean; for her cultivated a 

- coffee-lands do not, as in Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Salvador, lie so 
near the. Pacific as to cause the shortness of distance to compete suc- 

. eessfully with the greater dispatch of a good railway in the direction of | 
the great markets of the world. = : Rg es ne 

 _In Nicaragua the outlet of Greytown is by the San Juan River, which os 
- is navigated by steamers. The navigation is becoming more difficult. S, 
each year. A considerable part of the trade of Nicaragua seeks that | 
outlet. When the interoceanic canal is completed the facilities for car- 

-. .tiage afforded by the lakes of Nicaragua may control a large part of | OY: 
+ the trade of that State toward the Caribbean mouth of the canal. In . 

respect to the possible influence of that great enterprise on the chan- 
. nels of trade, I cannot do better than quote the simple yet eloquent 

| words of Commodore Ammen, in a letter published by the American 
_ Geographical Society in October, 1876. Hesays: ©. oo 

~The Suez Canal is the opened gate for the inland sea-route of Europe and North = | 
| Africa with Southern Asia and its Archipelago; the American Isthmus.Canal invites _ ae 

_ Europe with our own commerce to the whole west coast.of the Americas, to Northern : : 
China and Japan, and southwardly to the Australian continent. Nor can commerce a 
longer: forget that not only the drainage of the rivers emptying into the American. 
Mediterranean is of an area greater than that of.ail the rivers emptying from Europe 
into the Atlantic, and of all those emptying into the Mediterranean and into the Indian _ 

| Ocean, but that the valleys of these American rivers are those of different productive | 
zones. The back country essential to commerce exists here, therefore, (as Maury = = =. 

- showed twenty-five years ago,) around the Mexican Gulf and the Carribbean Sea, larger | CTE 
\ than that around any other sea. sisi “ Sa 

 .... The contract for the construction of the canal having been made, and a 
the new treaty for guaranteeing its neutrality being under negotiation, | 
it is not unlikely the present generation may witness the increased = 

' activity its completion is expected to‘:produce. Se OE 
Every American should not only be full of hope, but fallof energy | | 

and of resources, else we may continue to witness the mortifying spec-. Be
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Tr _ tacle of our neighbors preferring to sell and buy in distant European. : 
| _. Inarkets; a spectacle, it may be remarked, not calculatéd either to please 

fo our national pride, or to vindicate our claims to the superior energy of 
our merchants and manufacturers, or to sustain our pretensions to prac: | 

{ tical statesnianship. | - Oc | re 2 | 
; The interoceanic railway of Honduras is not progressing. Itis with  — 
i difficulty kept in running order to San Pedro, thirty-seven miles in the 
t _ Interior from Puerto Caballos. If the new executive chief of Honduras 
; . ~~ €an assure peace to that unhappy country, and develop her resources in : 
i _the face of what may well be considered by the most daring financier : 
, or statesman insurmountable. financial obstacles, the road may in time | 

_ be pushed farther into the interior. At present the principal useofthe 
road is to transport valuable woods for shipment to Europe. oo | 

i In Guatemala the main project for communication with the Caribbean 
| : ' is by a cart+road, called here “ El Camino del Norte,” from this city to i 

Izabal or Santo Tomas. Such a road would not be very difficult orvery 
expensive. Sometimesit is proposed to attempt to use the Motagua River 

i. _ toa point near the Bay of Santo Tomas, and from that point to dig a 
to canal into the bay. Having had occasion to observe the river closely 
| - . on several trips to and from Izabal, I question the navigability of the 

Motagua, because of the excessive shoaliness in the dry season and a4 
| the velocity of ‘its current in the wet. There is a very dangerous bar 

| at the mouth of the river. The most practicable project, according to : 
my view, is to build a cart-road to Santo Tomas direct. ae 

a Another project is to build a cart-road from Coban, in Alta Vera Paz, | ! 
i _ to Panzos, near the junction of the Cahaban.and the Polochic. The lat- 
io ter river* empties into the Gulf of Dulce. I have traveled down the 
i; ‘river in a steam-launch, and believe from observation it will be navi-— 
, gated by steam whenever there is sufficient trade to support one or more | | 
| steamers. Many years ago there was a steamer lost on that river. I 
i... have thus mentioned, as briefly as practicable, all the existing and pro- — 2 
i _ posed lines of communication between these countries and the United 
i States and Kurope that are known to me. After considering the state- 
| _ ments of this dispatch one gannot fail to feel the force of the fact that : 
| under existing conditions San Francisco enjoys advantages over any 
i. other city of the United States as a base from which trade relations - 
i _ With these States may be best promoted. ee | 
2 With the rapid growth of California, and the steady development of  —— 
\ our other Western States and Territories, there cannot be much doubt 

_ all the coffee produced in Central America will find (until the inter- 
fo oceanic canal is completed) its best market in San Francisco. And as | | 
i _ the inhabitants of these countries progress in artificial wants, it ought 
fo not to be questionable that the skill and energy of our agriculturists, 
? manufacturers, and merchants willenable ustosupply them atacheaper 

rate and in a more convenient way than European nations. As it seems 
, 7 to be apposite to the subject I take the liberty, in closing this dispatch, 

Oo to repeat a paragraph of my No. 371, dated June 7,1875: 

As the exported products of Central America are all tropical and such articles as are’ 
i consumed in the United States, and as all the imports into Central America are such 
: articles as are produced in the United States, it seems obvious that.our proximity ought, - 

in time, and with proper energy and skill, to give us the control of this valuabletrade. =| 
, Might it not be promoted by reciprocity treaties? = a 

, | Tam,&e, = a Ce OT 
i | Oe : GG HO. WILLIAMSON. 

, * It drains one of the finest undeveloped regions of Central America, Alta Vera Paz. |
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| | - Bo Mr. Williamson to Mr, Fish. a es . 

No. 595.) ~=~‘L&GATION OF THE UNITED STATES vs 
oF es IN CENTRAL AMERICA, | oe 

a Guatemala, March 21, 1877, (Received April 27.) | 

- §rr: Lhave the honor to inclose you herewith copy and translation — oe 

of a decree, No. 175, of the Government of Guatemala, publishedin the + 

-- semi-official paper El Progreso on the 18th instant. No date is found | 

in the copy of the decree, but it purports to have been published on the — ey 
8thofthismonth, 08 

The promulgation of this decree, for some cause unknown tome,and 
apparently unknown to any of the many persons with whom I have 
conversed, was made on the 15th instant ina most formal manner; and, 
under the orders of the government, the day was observed as a holiday . oo 

-. and the city was illuminated at night. > poe ba peas tien es 
‘fhe circular note of the government inclosed with my No.590 informed = 

- you that the government had extended invitations to the diplomaticand = 
- consular corps in this city to attend the ceremonies of the promulgation = 

on the 15th instant in the hall of the university. All of us attended. ve 

| ‘We were politely received and seated by the minister of foreign affairs. — | 

It may seem strange that the codes which purported to have been 
- promulgated on the 15th instant to take effect on the 15th September oS 

| next, have not been published in any form up to date.. Their provisions, = | 

whatever they may be, remain known only to the persons that were 

charged with their preparation, and to the few in authority. Iam prom- mo, 

ised copies by the minister of foreign affairs, whenever they are pub- | a 
- jished. He tells me the laws they contain are “ entirely new.” — De 

-..  T have the honor, &e., a | GEO. WILLIAMSON. ao 

: | _ [Inclosure.—Translation. ] - 7 - | | 

THE CODES OF THE REPUBLIC. | , ee 

On the 8th day of the month, the following decree was published : | SO 

|  DecreE No. 175. a — 
_ J. Rufino Barrios, general of division and president of the republic of Guatemala, 

considering that the legislation which up to the present has ruled the republic, and = 
which for the greater part being the old Spanish legislation, is incomplete, confused, ae 

. and difficult in its understanding and explanation, on ateount of being embodied in we 

different acts: that the government, with the idea of replacing these defective laws by Des 

_ eodes which may be in conformity with the advance of the age and the progress of. a 
. the country, named, in an act of July 26, 1875, a commission of lawyers intrusted with : 

- the.drawing up of said codes, and that the said commission has given an account of a 
the projects of the civil code and of the proceedings which are in conformity with the | 
principles of modern legislation, and adaptable to the. peculiar circumstances of the oo 
republic; and in use of the ample faculties with which I am invested, I decree the fol- : 

: ‘lowing codes civil and of proceedings which shall begin to rule the republic from the _ i 
15th day of September next. | ae | _ CO ae oo 

(Here follow the codes.) 7 . os : vee . 
For the which, let this be published for its solemn promulgation and observance. - 

- . - Given in the national palace of Guatemala, the 8th day of March, 1877. . . | 

ee oo | ee J. RUFINO BARRIOS, oe ms 
ee ae Minister of Government, Justice, and Ecclesiastical Business. 2S 

| : _ . oO | J. BARBARENA, = | Es 
: BE eS | Minister of Finance and Public Credit. - i 

oe : - | JOSE ANTONIO SALAZAR, =. 
, | a | - - Minister of War. 7 an 

7 a a J. M, BARRUNDIA,=% a 
erro | ee as os | Minister of Foreign Affairs. — BEE 
ES sian - JOAQUIN MACAL, cn oh 

oe eee | oo : oo Minister of Interior. | 

oe ee ree ee, | “MANUEL HERRERA, eS 
we Oe a | ee eh ve oh Minister of Interior. - 

Os eS | LORENZO MONTUFAR, :
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Pe No.4. ER | 
Pe Mr. Williamson to Mr. Evarts. Pinte! es 

No. 615] *° ss LG ATION OF THE Unirep STATES iw” 
ne a | OS IN CENTRAL AMERICA, 

1, a Guatemala, April 24,1877. (Received May 21.) - i 
i ~~ Sm: I have the honor to inclose you copies and a translation of notes | 
| exchanged with the minister of foreign affairs of Guatemala, in respect | 
fo to a difference between an item in the general postage’ regulations lately 

an issued by the government of this country, and the postal convention of © | 
i 1862 between the United States and Guatemala. | Ce 

oO %« To-day, during a call at the government house, (here called palace,) | 
i. . I showed the minister who has charge over the post-office department | 
‘e the item in which said postal regulations violated the convention. The | 

; Item of difference which gave rise to the correspondence consisted in -. | 
a the government of Guatemala, in a récent decree, fixing the postage on 

oo letters to the United States weighing a half ounce at 4 reals instead of 2 — : 
| reals. He said readily that the correction would be made as soon as oo 

the Presidentreturns: — ee ae ie ee 

_. The minister in the course of conversation spoke of a new postal con- 
vention between the two countries for the purpose of reducing the rates. . 

; I told him it seemed desirable, and that I would refer the matter to you | | 
; ._._ for instructions after conference with the Postmaster-General. . 
; , - [have the honor, &., . reer : - , | 

oo —_ GEO. WILLIAMSON. 

oe / : - me " [Inelosure 1 in No. 615.] oe oe : | 

| SS a — LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES IN CENTRAL AMERICA, . a 
. : Oo a | 7 rae Guatemala, April 17,1877, 

: oS ‘Sir: I beg leave to call your attention to the discrepancy between the letter-postage _ . 
a as stated in the “ Tarifa jeneral de porte de corespondencia,” published in the latest 

i; number of the ‘‘Guatimaltece,” “ Periddico oficial,” under the heading “American,” — 
| and the rates established by the postal convention of July 16, 1862, between the United 

a States and Guatemala. The convention being still in force, I have no doubt the dis- oo 
\ - ss @repaney arises from a misprint or inadvertence. _ Bo . | 

| _ _- Renewing to you the. assurance of my high consideration, I have the pleasure of | _ 
. being, your excellency’s obedient servant, a oe | 

— | | : : —— _ GEO. WILLIAMSON, . 
7 | His Excellency Sr. Licdo. Don Joaquin Macat, | | 

\ | Minister of Foreign Affairs, Guatemala. a - ae 

| oe . . | 7 . [Inélosure 2 in No. 615.—Translation.] Te - . — | 

. | 7 | - -.  Mrnistry oF ForREIGN RELATIONS, 
fo - as | : : Guatemala, April 23,1877, 

| Siz: The minister of public works, to whom I handed your note of the 17th instant, = -— 
j _ has addressed to me the following note, dated to-day: | | 

: oo - 8rR: Your letter dated the 18th, referring to the representation made by the min- = : 
ister of the United States relative to the discrepancy which he has observed between | - 

. the general-tariff for carrying correspondence in the post-office regulations and that | : 
fixed by the postal convention celebrated by the governments of the two republics in 2 
1862, has been received... |. Fe ST a a 

po _ “In order to give a complete answer to the above-mentioned communication, I fd 
ss would esteem it a favor if your excellency will be pleased to request the minister of _ |
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the United States to specify in what point of the tariff exists the discrepancy which he | : 
has noticed between it and the postal convention to which he alludes. OO ee 

| | . “Tam, with the highest consideration, your obedient servant, a | | 
a ee - oo “MANUEL HERRERA” | | 

-.. I have the bonor to forward this copy to your excellency for your information, offer- | 
' .- ing myself to your excellency as your obedient servant. | OO oe | 

- ae oS SOAQUIN MACAL. | 

Oe Ee Ss Ae See No 48 Be ce te es 

Mer, Williamson to Mr. Evarts. Jl 

| No. 616.] -  DEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES = 
es oe DO St oe IN CENTRAL AMERICA, = — | 

DOE WS A: . Guatemala, April 25,1877. (Received May 21.)  — J 

‘Sire: Ihave the honor to inclose you printed copies and translation | ee 
- of the addresses made recently in Salvador on the occasion of the offi- es, 

cial reception of the minister of Guatemala accredited to thatand the = — | 
| other Central American States. > re : 

. Ag President Zaldivar owes his office to President Barrios, of Guate- = sf 
- mala, the two discourses may be said to express the present ideas of ae 

| the latter chief. — ae - | a oa | 

You will not fail to note that both attribute the past misfortunes of = = 
the Central American States to a lack of knowledge of each otherand ©. 

- +o the want of union. I apprehend the cause lies deeper than this, and re 

that it may be found in the inaptitude of the people either to govern _ a 

_ themselves, or to yield obedience to any government that is not essen- a 
tially despotic, whatever may be its form. A union of the States that. ao 
would promise peace and assure liberty would be desirable, but seems OO 
unattainable under existing conditions; for there is no internal peace a 
understood here except that which results from passive obedience, and 
no liberty conceived of except that unlicensed kind which is destruc- — 
tive of all social and political bonds. ss OB 

- . Whether these opinions are correct or incorrect, there is no doubt — ao 
_. President Barrios still entertains the ambition imputed to him, and yet a 

hopes to become the President of the Central American Union. He 
| proposes to employ the means of peaceful persuasion and the influence = 
| of the hoped-for example of the superior progress and stability of Gua~ 

- temala under his rule. The ambition, if entertained, is not anignoble _ | 

one, and the realization of its dreams may not be an unmixed evilto = 
~. Central America. Every philanthropist must feel an interest in any _ oe 

- scheme that may improve the political and social condition of these peo- a 
| ple. They do not lack vivacity of intellect or courage, and possess — 

/ many amiable qualities. Their various political experiments evincea | | 
- persistency of effort to find a government suitable to themselves that 

-. merits a better success. If my observations and study of these people __ , 
have not taken a wrong direction, I would surmise that a sociologist - 

_. might say, we are witnessing in Central America the struggle of an’ 
almost stagnant population against complete stagnation and consequent = 

: decay. I hope President Barrios or some one else may be able to save oe 
S them. a - ne oe ae Ee | | 

ss sdThave the honor, &, 0 
a Be — GEO. WILLIAMSON. Be
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| . CRB yh a ‘[Inclosure 1 in No. 616.—Translation. | _ =. 

| . , Speech of the minister of Guatemala on his reception, = a 7. 

‘ The idea of preserving unalterable the order and tranquillity of Central America, of 
expanding under the shadow of peace our national elements, of exploring the wealth | 

{ - which enriches this privileged region of the planet, called by its geographical position 4 

j to be the center of the commerce of the world ; the idea of guaranteeing to our country - 
\: . permanent institutions, placed at the altitude of the civilization of the age, of carry- | 
i ing out in its greatest and most transcendental applications the principle of liberty, = 
too the base of our social improvements; the idea inspired by the knowledge of our most = 
: , vital interests, nurtured by the most ardent patriotism and sustained by the most pro- | 
i found conviction, has come to be nothing for these republics: a shadow of the past, a 

: dream of the present, an illusion of the future. _ ae . oo 
| The cause of a deception as strange as rare and sad is no longer a mystery for our | 

politicians, since that a sentiment of pure and sincere Central Americanism has shown . | 
to us that we do not progress as we should because we do not unite,and we donot 

fo unite because we do not know one another sufficienly to appreciate one another as we 
: . ought to. We must, therefore, look for the beginning of our evils not alone in the 

want of union, but chiefly in the existence of bad feeling. Why have these states, which - 
: nature has grouped together upon the isthmus that unites the two Americas with an = 

pC indentity of origin, of elements, and of destiny, been able to give over loving one an- os 
other? More, why have they been able to stain their native soil with blood in civil 
strifes, always renewed and always sterile? Why has the Central American country, 7 

i united in national sentiment, united in the darkness of slavery as in the dawn of lib-— | 
| erty, carried the political division of its states even into the moral division of its in- 
| _- habitants, of its principles, of its tendencies? Our independence of Spain was scarcely | 

realized when the colonial party on one side and personal ambition on the other | 
| sowed, in Central America, the seeds of division and discord, which, during half a cen- 

tury and in the succeeding generations, has gone on developing a local spirit, and with 
a this spirit emulation, rivalries, and bad feeling. In presence of the history of our ~ 

i misfortunes, in presence of the illusions of which we have been the victims, what / 
- ghould Central Americans do now? What they should do is to manfully combat with | 

i the evil that is destroying them; to draw to one another in order that they may know a 
: one another, and to know one another in order the better to esteem one another. Dis- 

I affection must die immediately when the prejudices that sustain it disappear. Dis- | 
; a union does not exist in the presence of the voice of nature that calls us brothers,in the — - 
foo. presence of the voice of sympathy which calls us friends, in the presence of the evi- 2 
Co - dence which shows us that we are worthy one of the other,and in the presence of 7 

Po convenience which obliges us to unite our interests in order that we may not be the — 
to plaything ofthe strong, Cake 
| “Te will not be difficult to work profitably for our own good if we are moved bya = 
Po sincere, firm, and decided will; it will not be impossible to sustain peace in Central = 

-—- America if we labor to that end with the same diligence as we have shown up to the. : 

to. _ present in making war. So | 6 ae : 

Penetrated by this truth, the general president of Guatemala, participating in the 

boo sentiments and dispositions of the sister republics, has intrusted to me the pleasing — | 

; -. and honorable mission of announcing to the other governments of Central America the © 

: oe desire which animates him of extending the good relations which exist between those 
governments and that of Guatemala and the confidence which he cherishes that bythe | 

peoples and governments becoming more closely related, they may all be enabled by . 

: a common accord to arrange measures in order that peace and the blessings that are 

, inseparable from it may become a reality in Central America, — | | 

| Excellency, on having the honor to place in your hands the autographic letter which 

Po. accredits me to your illustrious government of Salvador, permit me to express the most 

: . _ fervent wishes for the personal happiness of your excellency, and for the success and. 

. - prosperity of the noble and valiant Salvadorian people... a | 

' - oO _ [Inclosure 2 in No. 616.—Translation.] . | . | 

i re -.. Answer of the President of Salvador. _ a ; | 

: | : Possessed of true Central American sentiments, I have heard the expressive address | 

: which you have just made me. The ideas you express relative to the origin and motives 

, of the lamentable state in which our States have remained since the first days of their 

a glorious independence are correct. The sad consequences which have logically followed | 

from a situation which at first held out all hopes, to afterward make the deceptions |
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| of the past more painful, are apparent. Having impartially studied our political and | 
| moral condition, and having clearly placed before me the causes of the facts which a 

have occurred, I have acquired the- most. profound. conviction that only decided and — | , 

- patriotic wills can improve the actual condition. oo | ; t 
International alliances and written conventions, dictated sometimes by necessity — 5 

: and sometimes by convenience, have not carried the stamp of firmness, good faith, and | 

- stability necessary in order to have consolidated the existence of Central American | | 
interests, and for this reason they have not produced the best results. The history of | 
our political life is full of documents of this class, which confirm the idea that I have | 

just expressed, and whose teaching ought to serve for a guide to open a new horizon a | 
to the conntry, and to make the union something more than an ideal conception—to co 

- make it indeed a practical fact manifested by the uniformity of sentiments, of prin- - | 

| ciples, and of rules, which may tend to produce the most positive results in the ruling eG 

___ politics of the Central American States. I am inspired by the persuasion that the future | | 

peace of Central America depends in a great measure on the good faith and harmony | 
| which may direct and sustain the political relations between the government of Guat- 4 

emala and Salvador, because in attention to the conditions existing in both these States, — | 

it is undeniable that it would be easy tO avoid the conflicts which may interrupt that | 
| blessing so ardently desired by all lovers of order and patriotism. oe : : | 

‘I believe that when all these sections are bound together in relations of mutualin- — ff 

terest and convenience, when the frontiers shall have disappeared, when unity of senti- — | 

ment shall be a consequence of the assimilation of their rights and natural interests; _. 

i and, in fine, when in their common behavior toward one another concord and true | I 
friendship reign, that will be the epoch which shall inaugurate the grand fact of the 7 

unity of Central America. Then will sound the hour of her fortune and progress, and | 

we shall have the satisfaction of having offered the example of a perseverance for the — . 

accomplishment of so glorious aresult. Meanwhile the part which falls to usto repre- 

sent is that of the guardians of the peace and tranquillity of Central America. _ | | 

: - Your government being the initiator of such noble ideas, Iam pleased toassureitthat = = 

it shall continue to find on my part the most complete assistance; and the Salvadorian . | 

people adopt those ideas with the most enthusiastic applause, because they see in _ 
_.. an epoch not far distant the satisfaction of a desire which was the aspiration of many 

-' of their predecessors, who died with the grief of not having realized it. | TR 
I see, with great satisfaction, your appointment; and the gifts which adorn you, and ee 

the ancient friendship which unites us, will be another guarantee to fix and maintain 
- the good relations which exist between the two governments. ne oe | . 

| The circumstance of fixing the residence of the legation in this capital is a distinc- | 

tion expressive of cordial affection that once more calls for my recognition and con- | 

sideration, desiring that your stay in this country may be agreeable in the extreme. Oe | 

a I give my sincerest wishes for the happiness and prosperity of the. Republic of Gna- | 

- temala, and congratulate the worthy chief who has distinguished you with the high 

mission of representing him in the other States in the character of minister plenipo- 
tentiary. , a | : OB | 

ae Os No.50,0 0 | 

a — Mr. Williamson to Mr. Evarts. So | 

No. 632.) -LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES © - 
ee IN CENTRAL AMERICA, | pe 
OS - Guatemala, May 31, 1877. (Received June 25.) » oar 

o Sir: I have the honor to hand you the reply, received yesterday, from a! 

the Government of Guatemala to my note, of which a copy was sent with | 

— my No. 615, in respect to the violation of some of the stipulations of the | | 

postal convention of July 16, 1862, by. the post-office officials, . 

You will note that President Barrios is said to have given orders that - - 

the convention shall. be literally complied with by his officials. I hope 

there may be no further occasion for correspondence on this subject, but | 

apprehend there may be. | | Oo : - oe oo 

Dam, &e., © So ee OO | 

aa GRO. WELLTAMSON, 
BRR | od



66 | FOREIGN RELATIONS. | a a 

| a ~ _ — . [Inclosure.—Translation.] . . oO RS | 

| oo | _ Mr. Montufar to Mr. Williamson. | OE . 

| | . . | | | OFFICE OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, | 
eo | oe ; Guatemala, May 30, 1877... - 

, Sir: In an opportune moment I had the honor to receive-your excellency’sestimable 
2 _ note dated the 24th instant. The President, to whom I related its contents, was pleased. — : 

to order that the postal convention of 1862 should be literally complied with, that con-- 
vention being still existing between the United States and Guatemala. I informed 2 | the minister of public works of this to-day. - | | 

, _ With sentiments of the most distinguished esteem , lam, &e., | 
a oo - LORENZO MONTUFAR. 

| No. 51° | vo ! 

: 7 Mr. Williamson to Mr. Evarts. oe 2 

i No. 635.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. oe | 
, - : _ a IN CENTRAL AMERICA, | 
L | | Guatemala, June 1, 1877. (Received June 25.) _ : 

Sir: Ihave the honor to inclose you printed copies and translations | 
of two decyees.of the Government of Guatemala lately issued. One of : 

| them, you will notice, increases the tax upon lands cultivated in sugar- 2 
cane 50 per cent., and also increases the existing duties 25 per cent. | 

: The other decree imposes a forced loan of $500,000. : 
i It is to be regretted * * * that ata time of profound peace the 

_ President of Guatemala has deemed it expedient to issue such decrees. | | 
i. The import duties were already so high that they were almost prohib- — | 
: itory—so high were they, in fact, that I have been repeatedly in- —_ 

formed by intelligent merchants of this city that the prime cost of most | 
articles is more than doubled before they are able to: get their importa- | 

| tions out of the custom-house; and that upon some articles the duties — 
i are more than 200 per cent. The excessively high tariff of Central ! 

America is a serious obstacle to the formation of closer commercial — : 
i relations between it and the United States. * * * % | | 

I am assured that the forced loan imposed by the decree alluded to 
: is not intended to affect foreigners directly or indirectly. Its indirect 
| effect upon those of them engaged in commerce will be sufficiently seri- 
: ous. I shall be agreeably surprised if there is not an attempt made by 
| the government to enforce the decree as to the foreign as well as native 2 
| residents of the country. | 3 
: _ Awaiting your instructions, I have, &c., | , 
po — a - GEO. WILLIAMSON. 

- : (Inclosure 1 in No. 635.—Translation.] | | 

; | Decree 181, es Oo | 

: J. Rufino Barrios, General of Division and President of the Republic of Guatemala, _ 
| considering that the public income ‘ought to increase in proportion to the necessities | 
i of the country, and that it is fitting to the national credit to appoint new funds for | 

the extinction of the bonds of the converted debt, thereby favoring the holders of 
: those bonds, in use of the faculties with which I am invested, I decree: ( 

| ARTICLE 1. From the-1st of July next the administrations of taxes will collect 50 per | 
| cent. more than is paid at present on every marizana of sugar-cane. ) 
: ARTICLE 2. The duties which are collected at present in the custom-houses, both | 

maritime and on the frontier, are raised 25 per cent. on foreign merchandise. -
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ARTICLE 3. The payment of the augmentation of 25 per cent. hereby established oe 

, shall be made in the following manner: Counting ten days from this date for the in- | 
troduction of goods proceeding from any part of Central America; thirty days for im- «| 

| portations from California, Mexico, and South America; two months for goods pro- | 
. ceeding from.New York and the Antilles; four months for the importations from a 

Europe, if made by steamer, and six months for the same if made by sailing-ship. | , 
ARTICLE 4, On paying this tax, 10 per cent. will be paid in bonds of the converted | 

_ debt and 15 per cent. in cash. | Oo | - 
Given in the government palace, May 24,1877. - 7  &§ 

ee , | J. RUFINO BARRIOS. 

The Minister of Exchequer and Public Credit, | oo 7 4 

| = ~~.‘ JOSH ANTONIO SALAZAR. | 
And by order of the President published and printed. ce - | 

a | So ; _ [Inclosure 2 in No. €35,—Translation.]. | . / . , 

| DECREE No. 182. : 2 . re | 

J. Rufino Barrios, General of Division and President of the Republic of Guatemala, | | 
decrees: ca a EY ree 7 a / : 

7 ARTICLE 1. A loan of $500,000 shall be raised on the largest capitals of the republic, | : 

payable in monthly payments of $100,000 each, half in silver and halfin notes at par; | 
- the first payment to be made on the 15th of June next, and the others on the same day 8 

.. of the following months. a _ SS Os | 4 

ARTICLE 2. The government will give a bonus of 10 per cent. on all the payments oo | 
made in coin, and it will also give it on those made in paper when this is at par in the | 
market; it will also pay 1 per cent. interest a month on the whole amount subscribed. oe 

| ARTICLE 3. Fifty thousand dollars in paper will be extinguished monthly, twenty- | 
five thousand of this amount being of the present loan and the other twenty-five thou- : 

| sand the amount of paper destroyed monthly in the administrative offices of the re- | | 
public in conformity with a former decree. _ | | ce | 
ARTICLE 4. For the refunding of the capital and interests of the loan the income | - | 

| _ from spirits (native) is set apart, of which $75,000 shall be paid every three months, 
__- the first payment being made on June 30, 1878. | py hy ee 

ARTICLE 5. For the amounts lent, and their corresponding bonuses, bonds of the con- : 
verted debt will be given. These bonds will be stamped with a special seal bearing. | 

- the words, “Loan of 1877.” After the payment of the interests, these bonds shall be — - | 
| drawn by lot until they reach the rest of the amount destined to be refunded. | 

ARTICLE 6. The distribution of the loan will be made by the governors (jefes politi- 
cos) in the fairest. manner, according to the calculations they are able to make of the | . 
capitals of the contributors. | coe Pe - an : 

ARTICLE 7; The payments shall be made in this capital in the office of the central Be 
commission of consolidation, and in the departments in the office of the governor. | ¢ 

ARTICLE 8. The persons that resist the punctual payment of their respective amounts 
will thereby render themselves liable to the payment of double the amount which | 
shall be levied on their property; in such cases the authorities must proceed in sucha ~ vee 
manner as to enforce the payment three days after the requisition. | | 
ARTICLE 9, The minister of the exchequer is charged with the execution of this co! 

decree. . - - | . os | 

- Given in the government palace, May 26,-1877. . ; | - | oe 
| | an | a J. RUFINO BARRIOS. | 

The Minister of Exchequer and Public Credit, | 
| | JOSE ANTONIO SALAZAR. 7 

And by order of the President printed and published. __ oS 

| | Mr. Evarts to Mr. Williamson, 5 Cog oe 

No. 294.) 7 ‘DEPARTMENT OF STATE, os 
ea OE a a Washington, June 7, 1877. oo 

Str: I have received your dispatch No. 615, of the 25th of April last, 
in reference to certain postal regulations issued by the Government of _ |
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' + Guatemala, and to the suggestion made by the minister-of foreign : 
i affairs, that a new postal convention be concluded between the United : 
| States and Guatemala, for the purpose of reducing the postage-rates | 

between the two countries; and having submitted the same to the Post- _ } 
| _ master-General, I now transmit a copy of.a letter, under date of the 28th 
i. ultimo, received from Mr. Tyner, acting Postmaster-General, upon the 
| | subject, and its accompaniments. - | - | 
poof Tan, &e., i on 

_ | WM. M. EVARTS. 

| [Inelosure.] 

| : _ Mr. Tyner to Mr. Evarts. | | 

| . | : . | . Post-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, a 
| — o Washington, D. C., May 28, 1877. oe 

| Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d instant, 
|. transmitting a copy of dispatch No. 615, of the 25th ultimo, and of the correspondence 2 

. which accompanied it, from Mr. Williamson, United States minister to the Central 
: American States, relative to certain postal regulations issued by the government of | 

| Guatemala, which are in conflict with the provisions of our postal convention with | | 
that country, and which Mr. Williamson states he has assurances will be corrected. 

With reference to the suggestion therein made, that a new postal convention be con- 
] _ eluded for the purpose of reducing the postage-rates between the two countries, I have 
pot the honor to state that since the conclusion of the general postal union treaty, signed 
| oe at Berne the 9th of October, 1874, it has not been considered expedient to enter into 

new separate postal arrangements with neighboring countries, but rather to advise all 
| such countries to apply for admission into the postal union, which now embraces all 

of Europe, Egypt, Turkey in Asia, Russia in Asia, British India, the British, French, 
Netherland, and Spanish colonies. The Empire of J apan is admitted into the union 
from Juné 1, 1877, and Brazil and the Portuguese colonies from July 1, 1877. Green- 

| land and the Danish colonies have applied for admission from July 1, 1877, and the 
Argentine Republic from September 1, 1877. oe | | | 

I inclose herewith, for transmission to Mr. Williamson, a copy of the general postal 
; uaion treaty and detailed regulations thereunder; also, copy of the arrangement con- 
i cluded at Berne on 27th January, 1876, for the admission of British India and the 

French colonies into the union under Special provisions; which provisions have been 
- made to apply to all the countries and colonies since admitted into the general postal = 

i union. Coe Oo ; Co _ | 
| Article XVII of the treaty prescribes the conditions on which the entry into the 
Po union of countries beyond sea can be effected upon application to the international 

postal bureau at Berne. . | | 
Tam, &e., | | - a 

, . | JAS. N. TYNER, : 
oe re . Acting Postmaster-General. — 

i | CHILL oe 
| So | No.53, . | 

po | | Mr. Williamson to Mr. Fish. | ee 

i No. 16.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, a 
| Valparaiso, October 1, 1876. (Received Nov. 13.) - 

| | Str: I have the honor to inclose, for such action as the Department . 
ee may deem proper, a copy of a communication received by me from Capt. | 

; Sohn K. Nickerson, late master of the American steamship Georgia, | 
, : lost in the Straits of Magellan. | oo 

} CO OO D. J. WILLIAMSON. — | 

| |
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Oe Captain Nickerson to Mr. Williamson. a oe 7 I 

, es : a oo SANDY PornT, Srraits OF MAGELLAN, : | 

- | . | a August 13, 1876. - | 

: | Sr: On the 23d of June last the steamship Georgia, under my command, in a dense : a 

- fog ran ashore on Rocky Point reef, in the Straits of Magellan, about twenty-four miles me 

| - south of this colony—Sandy Point. a | | YE 

As soon as the governor, Don Diego Dublé Almeida, received notice of my disaster | | 7 

- he came personally with the Chilian corvette Magellanes to our assistance, and placed YE 

this vessel with her crew at my disposal. ce ne | YF 

_ ~ In view of the mere possibility of saving my ship in the dangerous position in which — 

she lies, the Magellanes proceeded to take on board the cargo, stores, furniture, &c. & 

The Magellanes made three trips to my ship, and on her last trip conveyed my officers i 

and crew to Sandy Point.. To do this the boats and crew of the Magellanes were em- | : 

: ployed. Since my disaster the governor has been unremitting in showing, in the most: , 

| generous manner, his kindness, and doing all in his power to assist us in our trouble. B 

a As I am not possessed of means of showing my gratitude to the Chilian Government ST 

for the many kindnesses I have received, especially from Governor Dublé and the com- oa 

- mander of the Magellanes, I address myself to you, sir, that through you I may ex- ee 

press to the Chilian Government many thanks for the assistance and protection, espe- | 

cially from Governor Dublé, who, with the greatest kindness, placed his house at the | 

| disposition of myself and chief officer. | oo Oe , 

| Very respectfully, . On | a - | | , 

| , Se oe LS JNO. K. NICKERSON, 4 

CF — po _ Master Steamship Georgia, of New York. . : 

ne Mr. Williamson to Mr. Hvarts. | a 

No. 24.) 0 | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, a 
a Valparaiso, June 14,1877. (Received July 16.) - : 

- Sir: I have the honor to inclose a copy of a communication received , 

on the 8th instant from the Hon. José Alfonso, minister of foreign rela- 

tions of Chill. Co pe Ba ER | 

_. Yo enable the Department to more fully understand the communica- | 

tion of Mr. Alfonso, I will briefly state the particulars in the case of the | 

steamer Georgia, so far as they are known at the United States Con- | 

 gulate. oo vo ee a a 7 

The steamer Georgia, Captain Nickerson, owned by the New York 
| Transit Company, while en routefrom New York to San Francisco, Cal., in | 

passing through the Straits of Magellan, ran upon a rock and sank. ane 

This accident occurred near the Chilian settlement at Sandy Point, 

(Punta Arenas.) Se MS Eee gg Et Tae | | 

: Captain Nickerson, believing the Georgia to be a total loss, sold her ; 

at public auction to one Jones, for. the sum of nine hundred and fifty | 

: dollars, and left’for New York. A few days after Captain Nickerson - 
left, the steamer Wilmington, Captain Holmes, belonging to the Transit 

_.. Company, arrived at Sandy Point with men and machinery, for the 
|. purpose of raising the wrecked steamer. Captain Holmes purchased 

| the Georgia back from Jones for the sum of fifteen thousand. dollars, — ot 
- giving an order for the amount on Kendall and Company, of this city. 

| - This house refused to honor the order of Captain Holmes. Then ns 

Jones applied to the civil court of this province and obtained an order | 

of arrest, to prevent the steamer Georgia leaving the waters of Chili, 
| and also commenced suit to obtain back the steamer. » ce, oe : 

| Captain Holmes raised the Georgia and made such repairs as would Se!
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| | _ enable him to take her to San ‘Francisco. Upon hearing of the order of 
the court detaining the steamer, he came to this city and applied to the 

| court for authority to bring her to this port, giving as a reason that it 
| _ was difficult for him to obtain provisions for his crew at Sandy Point. 
, This authority was refused him. He then returned to Sandy Point 7 

and, as it. appears, left without authority. | | | i _ The Georgia is detained at Callao, Peru, at the request of the Chilian | i Government, and I learn that Mr. Gibbs, our minister to that republic, | | has applied for her release. ns . 
- Tam, &e., : 
| | | 7 | D. J. WILLIAMSON. | 

: . . | Oo, Sencr Alfonso to Mr. Williamson. a ! 

| . - - REPUBLIC OF CHILI, | | | | - - : MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, _ 
| . | | — Santiago, May 29, 1877. : 

i Sir: The American steamer Georgia was wrecked a few months since in passing | to through the Straits of Magellan. Her remains having been alienated at a public auc- | | tion heldin Sandy Point; there have afterward arisen questions, brought before the ordi- 
nary courts of justice, relative to the property in her, or the better right to her posses- 

| sion. Among others a petition for an embargo upon the vessel, already put afloat, was 
_ presented, which petition was granted. The tribunal having cognizance of the cause 3 communicated to the governor of Magallanes the decree granted, in order that the i Georgia should not absent herself, and that functionary, on his part, commissioned an 7 i , officer of the army, who, repairing on board of the Georgia, should see that the aforesaid 
decree was duly carried out. . BO . 

| In this state of affairs the Georgia, which was lying at some distance from Sandy 
. Point, aided by another vessel of her own nationality, the steamer Wilmington, left 

her anchorage, giving no heed to the earnest requests of the officer charged with her 
| custody, thus infringing the decree of embargo. _ So soon as the superior authorities 

i _ had knowledge of this fact, they ordered that if the Georgia should touch in any Chil- 
jan port she should be detained. The Georgia arrived shortly afterward, accompanied 
by the Wilmington, at the port of Lota, the maritime governor of which place had 
already received the said orders, in obedience to which that officer determined thata ; ~  cockswain, in conjunction with the officer whom the Georgia had violently carried off, ; should duly carry out the order of detention. | oe 

: In Lota the same scene was repeated as in Magellanes. The Georgia paid no more | 
| attention to the two public employés charged with her detention than to the decree of 

_ embargo. She left that port, carrying with her the two employés. : SO 
During her voyage north she put into Mexillones de Bolivia, at which port she dis- 

i embarked the officer and cockswain, still making use of force. Thence she steered for __ 
| Callao, where I have learned an order for her detention has been granted by the au- 
: thorities of that republic, at the requisition of the Chilian consul. 
; I believe that commentaries upon the facts I have stated are needless, for they are | 
: of such a nature that any argument respecting them would deprive them of their 
| force. But at the same time I consider it indispensable to bring them officially to your 
, excellency’s notice, especially as they concern a vessel covered by the flag of your 4 

nation, which, if it be a guarantee that the persons and interests of Americans must be | | 
respected throughout the world, bears with it likewise the obligation of observing the 

| respect due to the laws and authorities of the countries whither commerce or naviga- 
tion may carry that flag. Unhappily, this latter has not taken place in the case of the 

| Georgia, and for this reason it has been necessary to apply to a foreign authority, solic- | 
; iting her detention for the purpose of making effective the responsibilities emanating 2 
2 from the facts hereinbefore detailed. » OC | , : 

a I avail myself of this opportunity to repeat to your excellency the sentiment of con- __ ! 
: sideration with which I am, &c., . . oe ! | oo | oo | | 7 Bn J. ALFONSO. |



 . Mr, Seward to Mr. Williamson, — 

No. 151.] eee DEPARTMENT OF STATE, : ood 

| | Se - | Washington, July 19, 1877. | : | 

- §re: Your dispatch No. 24, of the 14th ultimo, has been received. It , 
relates to the case of the steamer Georgia, which, having struck arock = | 

- in the Straits of Magellan, was sold at auction to one Jonesfora trifle, = Jf 

and was afterward bought back by the agent of the owners at New | 
York. This purchaser gave Jones in payment a draft on a house‘at Val- | | 
paraiso, which not having been honored, process for the detention of | 
the vessel was issued there, and a Chilian military officer ordered on | | 

board as keeper. The master of the steamer Wilmington, from New | 

_ York, however, who was the special agent dispatched thence with skilled. oe 

| persons toraise the Georgia, having accomplished this, started with her for | 
her original destination, retaining the Chilian military officer on board. _ od 
Having stopped at Lota, in Chili, for coal, a civilian was there. also | 

placed on board as keeper. The steamer, however, left that port with ~ | 

~ poth the keepers, but they were subsequently landed in order that they | 

- might return to Valparaiso by one of the steamers which ply on that | 

coast. | oat a Oo | 

coe The Chilian minister for foreign affairs, in his note to you of the 29th | 
~ ultimo, complains of the carrying off of the Georgia and her guardians, 7 

while in supposed legal custody within. that republic, and acknowl. _ 

edges that his government had applied to that of Peru to detain that | 

steamer, an application which, for a time at least, was successful. 4 

| This government expects vessels and citizens of the United States- | , 
abroad to abide by the local laws. It also expects foreign governments | 

_ to carry their laws into effect in conformity with substantial justice,and = | 

to frown upon shams and fraud. * * * The stranding of the Georgia, 

by Nickerson, her master, and her subsequent irregular sale to Jones with- | 

out communication with or sanction by herowners at New York, were,at  — J 

least, suspicious proceedings, especially as it is understood that the gov- 
- ernor at Punta Arenas had no authority to authorize or sanction either ee 

a survey or the sale of that steamer. It is obvious, therefore, that if — 
- the title toher did vot pass to Jones through the path of law, it was in-— 

_ valid to.a degree which vitiates all his subsequent proceedings. mT 

It may be remarked that the purchase from Jones, even supposing 
his title to have been good, was not authorized by the Panama Steam- 

ship Company. In sending the steamer Wilmington to the straits with = = 

a gang of wreckers on board, they supposed. that nothing had been done ~* 

-- to divest them of the title to their property; and, although nothing had 
been legally accomplished for that purpose, it is evident that when the oe 

master of the Wilmington reached that point, so remote from his princl- os 

| pals, and found that the Georgia was claimed by Jones, he was sur-— 3 

prised and perplexed to a degree which inconsiderately led him to give a 
the draft’on Valparaiso, which was not paid. © OF 

_ The master of the Wilmington may be assumed to have been actuated 
| solely by a desire faithfully to discharge the trust which had been com- . ee 

mitted to him of saving the Georgia and of restoring her to her rightful _ . 
owners. It.is probable he found he could not do this without taking in 
the steamer the keepers which had been placed on board of her. Itis _ 

| not to be supposed that in adopting this course he was actuated by any | 
malice toward those persons, by any purpose to harm them, or that he . | 
had any thought of disrespect toward the Chilian authorities. a |
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3 _ Vessels which pass through the Straits of Magellan, even when Skill. 
ia fully and honestly navigated, are well known to be much liable to casu- 

7 alties like that which befell the Georgia. The Chilian penal settlement | 
| | of Punta Arenas being the only one in that quarter, persons attached — 

to it are naturally liable to temptation to take advantage of the misfor- | 
i _ tunes resulting from the wreck or stranding of vessels. | 

| It is obviously the duty of the Chilian Government, however, tomake _ 
| | provision against such abuses and not to seek to protect and encourage | 

them, | oe Ce , | | | 
| Tam,&e, = |. | | oO an a | | 

a | — UB WW. SEWARD, 
2 I | - Acting Secretary. | 

i Oo CHINA. | ce 

Oo Oo Mr. Hunter to Mr. Seward. : 

, No. 79.] | Se _ DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
, : oe . SO Washington, September 11, 1876. — | 
i SIR: your dispatch, No. 110, under date of the 19th July last, with = 
| : inclosures relative to passports for Americans traveling in China, has | 

been received. a ee we! ee | 
‘Your general views on this subject are judicious, and are approved. wo | 
The statutes of the United States require. a fee of $5 for each pass- 

Lo port issued. This must be complied with, | - 
, The statutes also confine the power of issuing passports in a foreign 
| country to the principal diplomatic representative of the United States 

in that country, when there is such representative. Consuls can issue © , 
| passports only when there is no such diplomatic representative in the | 
i country. - OS ee Oe 
| The form of passport prepared by you seems to be appropriate. _ In 
fo _ order to avoid the inconvenience which would follow the necessity of 
i _ sending to Peking for every passport which may be required at remote 
: _ ports, it might be arranged that the minister sign a certain number in oo 
i, blank, to be countersigned by the consuls, thus observing the require- | 
| 7 ments of the statute. | Oe : 
7 The minister in issuing to the several consulates: a certain number of ! 
, blanks thus signed, will, under regulations which he must establish, 
| | require an accurate report of the issues, with details as to the individ- | 
| uals to whom issued, the dates, &c., and a return of the fees. The - | 
| minister should be required to report to the Department the number of - 
|. such blanks issued, aud the consulates to which they are issued, and : 
por the consuls should be instructed to report to the Department, imme- 
7 | diately on their receipt, the fact, and the number received, as well as to ! 
i, acknowledge their receipt to the minister. The consuls should also | 
: be instructed to report quarterly to the Department all passports issued 
: by them, with full particulars. The instructions to the consuls must | 
| be dependent upon the result of your action in the premises. ——- 
| Tam, &e, —_ 4 re | | | 

- | OB W. HUNTER, | 
ae . Acting Secretary.
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Ee ONO. BT oo | | 

| Mr, Seward to Mr. Fish, | eT 

» No. 134] ee UNITED STATES LEGATION, | : 
Cove DS, ) Peking, October 3,1876. (Received Nov. 29.) oT 

-.. re: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a copy of the agree- | | 

ment entered into at Chefoo on the 13th September between the pleni- = — ff 

- potentiaries of Great Britain and China, — a a ee | 

_. This document has been communicated to the several legations by | 

the foreign office. They have also sent to us letters communicating the | 

memorial and edict in regard to the Yunnan matter, called for by the | 

agreement, and asking us to consider the various questions raised.in the | | 

| agreement, and to report our views. an _ | Ci | 

“J shall not attempt to offer in this dispatch any comments upon the | | 

agreement, excepting to remark that it will, in some directions, consid- | 

erably improve the condition of foreigners in China. Its one unfortunate oe | 

| feature is the proposed settlement of the likin question, i “| 

- Since the receipt of the letters of the foreign office in regard to out- | 

standing issues, I have considered with my colleagues, the ministers of Poe 
Russia, Germany, France, and Spain, the answer which we ought to | 

- - make. JI pointed out to the English minister while at Chefoo the ques-_ | 

tions which might be raised in this connection. What I said to him was — 

briefly reported in my dispatch to you of the 5th. September, in the | 

| following words: - | / 7 oe | 

-. He should be careful in stating the terms of such reference, for the reason that these — | 

issues may be called up by any of the ministers, and it may be more agreeable to them | | 

to choose for themselves the moment for the discussion, and because his reference — . | 

_ would necessarily be more or less tainted by the fact that it grew out of a grievance } 

with which other powers have no special concern. | So ee SR La oe ST , 

After much debate, during a great part of which I feared that.my a | 

 golleagues would state their objections to the reference in such manner 
as to block discussion of the issues involved, we agreed upon the form | 

of a letter, which I inclose herewith. This states, in effect, thatit will | 

be more agreeable for us to determine with the foreign office what ques- | 

tions need discussion, and, having settled this part of the matter, to. oY 

‘proceed with efforts to arrive at conclusions in regard to them. In one ~ | 

matter, that of the abuses in the taxation of foreign goods, we thought : , 

‘it necessary to say that existing treaty stipulations must be regarded, | | 

until they have been changed in due course of negotiation. . - | 

The British minister takes our action in good part, and I hope that | 

we may soon enter upon the important work before us. Our discussions | 

_ will bring under review all the issues raised by him, and some others. | 

- [shall be able to report to you from time to time the disposition of my — : 

| colleagues, and our success with the foreign office, = ; 
The form of Sir Thomas Wade’s agreement is such that our discus- | 

gion, if conducted on his basis, would have had no unpleasant connec- | | 
| tion, necessarily, with the Yunnan matter. The situation in this respect | 

_ is made better, however, by the answer which we have returned to the | 

foreign office, as now, whatever may be done will be in the line of open | | 

| negotiation, and without pressure or the appearance of it. | 
| Tam happily in possession of your instructions in regard to several | 

of the questions in issue, and may hope for further instructions soon, =. ; 
- particularly in answer to my dispatch on the German treaty revision. | oo 

- J shall then be able to enter intelligently upon our discussions. © | | 
a I ought to make here my acknowledgments to the British minister |
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| _ for the deference with which he has treated the suggestions whichI 
have from time to time made to him. Since my return to Peking he 

_ has informed me that he threw his agreement into its present form, — 
! separating the Yunnan case from the commercial and other issues, partly — 

to meet my statement of the difficulty which I should find in approach: . 
fo | ing these issues if connected with the Yunnan matter. The pledges | 

which he received last year from the foreign office, to which he refers : 
i. in the agreement, enabled him to do this. He has also told me that 

: what I said to him at Chefoo, as to the desirability of procuring the | 
unconditional settlement of such matters as he could properly close, : 

| arrested his attention, and that to this is largely due the fact that he | 
po closed for the opening of ports instead of leaving them “in the air,” ; 
| pending the discussion of general issues. The judicial matter is also | 

one which I especially urged upon his attention, and with his disposi- | 
i tion of which I am especially pleased. _ Oo a 

__ In regard to the mint and post-offices, he states that he was not aware _ 
that the government was so far committed to them as my information — | 
Shows. If he had known the situation in this respect he would have 
drawn into his agreement a suitable declaration in regard to them. I 

| cannot but regret this, but, evidently, having received my information 
i from Mr. Hart and otherwise from the Chinese side, I was not-at liberty 

to disclose the facts to him pending the adjustment. I shall bring these © | 
matters up in the discussion which I hope will now soon ensue. 

| _ Ihave the honor to be, &c., ee ee : | —— | | GEORGE F. SEWARD. > 

| [Inclosure.] \ | me - ae 

| : Agreement negotiated between Sir Thomas Wade, K. C. B., Her Britannic. Majesty's envoy : 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary at the court of China, and Li, minister plenipo- 

| tentiary of His Majesty the Emperor of China, senior grand secretary, governor-general of 
oo. the province of Chili, of the Jirst class of the third order of nobility, uy 

| : The negotiation between the ministers above mentioned has i ts origin in a dispatch 
_ received by Sir Thomas Wade, in the spring of the present year, from the Earl of | 

| ‘ Derby, principal secretary of state for foreign affairs, date 1st January, 1876. ° This - 7 _ contained instructions regarding the disposal of three questions. First, a satisfactory 
po settlement of the Yunnan affair; secondly, a faithful fulfillment of engagements of 
: last year respecting intercourse between the high officers of the two governments ; 

thirdly, the adoption of a uniform system in satisfaction of the understanding arrived 
| atin the month September, 1875, (8th moon of the Ist year of the reign of Kwangsii,) 

on the subjects of rectification of conditions of trade. It is to this dispatch that Sir 
to. Thomas Wade has referred himself in discussions on these questions with the Tsungli | 

Yamén, further reference to which is here omitted as superfluous. The conditions now 
foo agreed to between Sir Thomas Wade and the Grand Secretary Li are as follows: _ 

SECTION I.—SETTLEMENT OF THE YUNNAN CASE. a a 

, 1. A memorial is to be presented to the throne, whether by the Tsungli Yamén or by 
the Grand Secretary Li, is immaterial in the sense of the memorandum prepared by | 

| _ Sir Thomas Wade. Before presentation, the Chinese text of the memorial is to be» | 
7 shown to Sir Thomas Wade. : oe Pe | | | _ , The memorial having been presented to the throne, and the imperial decree in | 
2 reply received, the Tsungli Yamén will communicate copies of the memorials and impe- | 

rial decree to Sir Thomas Wade, together with the copy of a letter from the Tsungli 
, , Yamén to the provincial governments, instructing them to issue a proclamation that a 

Shall embody at length the above memorial and decree. Sir ‘Thomas Wade will then | 
_. ° reply to the effect that, for two years to come, officers will be sent by the British minis-. 

ter to different places in the provinces to see that the proclamation is posted. On appli- | 
cation from the British minister, or the consul of any port instructed by him to make 

. application, the high officers of the provinces will depute competent officers to accom / 
pany those so sent to the places which they go to observe. a : | |
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3. In order to the forming of such regulations as will.be needed for the conduct of oe | 
the frontier trade between Burmah and Yunnan, tle meniorial submitting the proposed : 
‘settlement of the Yunnan affair will contain a request that an imperial decree be eee 
issued, directing the governor-general and governor whenever the British Government 

shall send officers to Yunnan, to select a competent officer of rank to confer with them . ; 
and to conclude a satisfactory arrangement. pee a Sn See | | 

The British Government will be free for five years from the Ist. of January next Co 
(being the 17th day of the 11th moon of the second year of the reign of Kwangsii) to 
station officers at Tali-foo, or at some other suitable places in Yunnan, to observe the - | 
conditions of trade, to the end that they may have information upon which -to base | 
the regulations of trade when these have to be discussed. For the consideration and | | 

: adjustment of any matter affecting British officers or subjects, these officers will be = = ssf 
free to address themselves to the authorities of the province, | The opening of the oo 
trade may be proposed by the British Government, as it may find best, at any time | 

- within the term of five years, or upon the expiry of the term of five years. Passports = 4 
having been obtained last‘year for a mission from India into Yunnan, it is open to the 
Viceroy of India to send such a mission at any time he may see fit. 

. he amount of indemnity to be paid on account of the families of the officers and po cale : 
others killed in Yunnan, on account of the expenses which the Yunnan case has occa- ee 
sioned, and on account of claims of British merchants, arising out of the action of | | 
officers of the Chinese Government up to the commencement of the present year, Sir | 
Thomas Wade takes upon himself to fix at two hundred thousand taels, payable on : 
demand. . | ne BE | : 

6. When the case is closed an Imperial letter will be written, expressing regret for | a | 
what has occurred in Yunnan. The mission bearing the imperial letter will proceed | 

to England immediately. Sir Thomas Wade is to be informed of the constitution of | 
this mission for the information of his government. The text of the imperial letter is — | | 
also to be communicated to Sir Thomas Wade by the Tsungli Yamén. Bo ae | 

—— 7 - SEC. 2.— OFFICIAL INTERCOURSE. oe | oo 

- Under this heading are included the conditions of intercourse between high officers | 
in the capital and the provinces, and between consular officers and Chinese officials at: | 

- the ports; also the conduct of judicial proceedings in mixed cases. | 

1. In the Tsungli Yamén memorial of the 28th of September, 1875, Prince Kung q 
- andthe ministers stated that their object in presenting it had not been simply the | 

) transaction of business in which Chinese and foreigners might be eoncerned. Mis- | 

| ‘sions abroad and the question of diplomatic intercourse lay equally within their prayer. | 
For the prevention of further misunderstanding upon the subject of-intercourse and = 8 — § 

correspondence, the present conditions of both having caused complaint in the capital | 
- and in the provinces, it is agreed that the Tsungli Yamén shall address a circular to _ | 

the legations, inviting foreign representatives to consider with them a code of eti- | 
quette, to the end that foreign officials in China, whether at the ports or elsewhere, | 
may be treated with the same regard as is shown to them when serving abroad in - a ! 
other countries, and 2s would be shown to Chinese agents so serving abroad. The fact oT 
that. China is about to establish missions and consulates abroad renders ‘an understand- | | 

_. ing on these points essential. oe | 7 | 
| 2, The British treaty of 1858, article xvi, lays down “that Chinese subjects who 

may be guilty of any criminal acts toward. British subjects shall be arrested and pun- _ | 
ished by Chinese authorities according to the laws of China. British subjects who - : 

may commit. any crime in China, shall be tried and punished by the consul, or any 
other public fanctionary authorized thereto, according to ‘the laws of Great Britain. | 
Justice shall be.equitabiy and impartially administered on both sides.” — ae | 

| The words functionary authorized thereto are translated in the Chinese text, British. | 
Government. es oO SO : Se 7 

~ In order to the fulfillment of its treaty obligations, the British Government has es- — oe | 
tablished a.supreme court with a special code of rules, which it is now about to revise. | 
The Chinese Government has established at Shanghai a. mixed court, but the officer | 

| presiding over it, either from lack of power or dread of unpopularity, constantly fails , | 
to enforce his judgments. It is now understood that the Tsungli Yamén will write a 

| circular to the legations inviting foreign representatives at once to consider with the — . 
Tsungli Yamén the measures needed for the more effective administration of justice at ; | 
the ports open to trade. | | a es | 

3. It is agreed that wherever a crime is committed affecting the person or property | | 
. of a British subject, whether in the interior or at open ports, the British minister shall | 
__ be free to send officers to the spot, to:be present at the investigation. For the preven- | 

tion of misunderstanding on this point, Sir Thomas Wade will write a note to the | 
above effect, to which the Tsunali Yamén will reply, affirming that this is the course 
of proceedings to be adhered:to for thetime tocome.  . ea | | 

_ It is further understood that. so long as the laws of the two countries differ from |
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each other, there can be but one principle to guide judicial proceedings in mixed cases . 
| _ In China, namely, that the case is tried by the official of the defendant’s nationality, . 

oS the official of the plaintiff’s nationality merely attending to watch the proceedings in | 
| _ theinterest of justice. If the officers attending be dissatisfied with the proceedings, 

| it will be in his power to protest against them in detail. The Jaw administered will 
. be the law of the nationality of the officer trying the case. This.is the meaning of 

_ ‘ the words hwui Vung, indicating combined action in judicial proceedings, in article xvi 
_ of the treaty of Tien-tsin, and this is the course to be respectively followed by the | 

1. officers of the two nationalities. Se , oo | 

: 7 SEC. 3.—TRADE. 

With reference to the area within which, according to the treaties in force, likin | 
_ ought not to be collected on foreign goods at the open ports, Sir Thomas Wade agrees _ 

. to move his government to allow the ground rented by foreigners (the so-called con- 
; cessions) at the different ports to be regarded as the area of exemption from likin; and 

- the Government of China will thereupon allow Ichang, in the province of Hupeh, 
Wuhu in Nganhwui, Wénchow in Cheh-Kiang, and Peihai (Pakhoi) in Kwangtung, to 

. be added to the number of ports open to trade and to become consular stations. 
, The British Government will further be free to send officers to reside at Chungking to | 
|. | watch the conditions of British trade in Szechuen. British merchants will not be al-: 
i - lowed to reside at Chungking or to open establishments or warehouses there so long as 
to no steamers have access to the port. When steamers have succeeded in ascending the - 
; river so far, further arrangements can be taken into consideration. | coe ne | 
| It is further proposed as a measure of compromise that at certain points on the shore 

 . of the great river, namely, Tatung and An-ching [Ngan-King] in the province of , 
1 Nganhwui, Hukow in the province of Kiangsi, Wu-Ksueh, Lu-chi-kon and Sha-shi in ! 

‘ Huk-wang, these being all places of trade in the interior, at which, as they are not : 
open ports, foreign merchants are not legally authorized to land or ship goods, steamers 

_ Shall be allowed to touch for the purpo-e of landing or shipping passengers or goods, 
but in all instances by means of native boats only, and subject to the regulations in ; 

| | force affecting native trade. Bo - ; | _ 
i __ Produce accompanied by a half-duty certificate may be shipped at such points, by | 

| the steangers, but may not be landed by them for sale. And at all such points, except 
- in the case of imports accompanied by a transit-duty certificate, or exports similarly 
Po certificated, which will be severally passed free of likin on exhibition of such certifi- — 
| . cates, likin will be duly collected on all goods whatever by the native authorities. For- 

_ eign merchants will not be authorized to reside or open houses of business or ware- | 
| houses at the places enumerated as ports of call. - - | 

4 2, At all ports open to trade, whether by earlier or later agreement, at which no set- 
- tlement area has been previously defined, it will be the duty of the British consul, | 

{0 acting in concert with his colleagues, the consuls of other powers, to come to an under- , 
os _ ‘starding with the local authorities regarding the definition of the foreign settlement. , 

4 area. ST : oo a , 
4 — 3. On opium, Sir Thomas Wade will move his government to sanction an arrange- «= 
; ment different from that affecting other imports. British merchants, when opium is : 
: brought into port, will be obliged to have it taken cognizance of by the customs and | 
: deposited in bond, either in a warehouse or in areceiving-hulk, until such time as there | 

is a sale for it. The importer will then pay the tariff duty upon it, and the purchasers | 
t the likin, in order to the prevention of evasion of duty. The amount of likin to be : 
| collected will be decided by the different provincial governments according to the cir- | 

cumstances of each. I . os , ! 
| . 4. The Chinese Government agrees that transit-duty certificates shall be framed. 
| * under one rule at all the ports, no difference being made in the conditions set forth | | 
| . therein; and so far as imports are concerned, the nationality of the person possessing | 
i: and carrying these is immaterial. Native produce from an inland center to a port of. | 
| shipment, if bond fide intended for shipment to a foreign port, may be by treaty certi- : 
j ficated by the British subjects interested, and exempted by payment of the half-duty | 
1 from all charges demanded upon it en route.. If produce be not the property of a Brit- _ } 
4 ish subject, or is being carried to a port not for exportatios, it is not entitled to the | 
| ' «exemption that would be secured by the exhibition of a transit-duty certificate. | : 
4 The British minister is prepared to agree with the Tsungli Yamén upon rules that ! 
1. will secure the Chinese Government against abuse of the privileges affecting produce. 
| The words nei-tt (inland) in the clause of article vii-of the rules appended to the | 
\ tariff regarding carriage of imports inland, and of native produce purchased inland, | 
i apply as much to places on the sea-coasts and river-shores as to places in the interior , 
yo | not open to foreign trade; the Chinese Government having the right to make arrange- | 
| ments for the prevention of abuses thereat. a | : 
foo 5. Article xiv of the treaty of Tientsin prescribes no limit to the term within which / 

. |
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a drawback may be claimed upon duty-paid imports. The British minister agrees to 
: a term of three years, after expiry of which no drawback shall be claimed. | 

| _ 6. The foregoing stipulation that certain ports aré. tobe opened to foreign trade,and = | 
that landing and shipping of goods at six piaces on the great river is to be sanctioned, os 
shall be given effect to within six months after the rece:pt of the imperial decree ap- | 
‘proving the memorial of the grand secretary Li. | eS : 

The date for giving effect to the stipulations affecting exemptions of imports from ‘ © | 
likin taxation within the foreign settlements and the collection of likin upon opium | 

by the customs inspectorate at the same time as the tariff duty upon it, will be fixed ; 

~ as soon as the British Government has arr.ved at an understanding on the subject with _ | 
the foreign governments. _ ar . S , | 
_ 7%, The Government of Hongkong having long complained of the interference of the - | 
Canton customs revenue-cruisers with the junk-trade of that colony, the Chinese | 

- Government agrees to the appointment of a commission to consist of a British consul, | 4 

| an officer of the Hongkong Government, and a Chinese official of equal rank, in order | 
to the establishment of some system that shall enable the Chinese Government to | 

_ protect its revenue without prejudice to the interests of the colony. | a o 

oo, | |. SEPARATE ARTICLES. Pn Oe : 

‘Her Majesty’s Government having it in contemplation to send a mission of explora- | 
tion next year by the way of Peking through Kansuh and Koko-nor, or by way of | 

. Szechuen to Tibet and thence to India, the Tsungli Yamén, having due regard to the | 
_. circumstances, will, when the time arrives, issue the necessary passports and will address 

letters to the high provincial authorities, and to the resident in Tibet. If the mission a 
should not be sent by these routes, but should be proceeding across the Indian frontier 

| to Tibet, the Tsungli Yamén, on receipt of a communication to the above effect from : 
the British minister, will write to the Chinese resident in Tibet; and the resident, OE 

- with due regard to the circumstances, will send officers to take due care of the mission, —_ , 
~ . and passports for the mission will be issued by the Tsungli Yamén, that its passage be 

— not obstructed. : | Bose os : 
- Done at Chefoo in the province of Shantung, the thirteenth day of September, in the OE 

' year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six. ( — | 

_ | [Inclosure2in No.134.) 0. | Oo 7 , 

_. Prince Kung, chief secretary of state for foreign affairs, herewith makes a commu- | | 
nication. Co . | : | 
Upon the 17th instant the privy council transmitted an imperial decree in response — | 

toa memorial from Li Hung Chang who, in obedience to the imperial commands, had | 
proceeded to Chefoo and adjusted the Yunnan business with the British minister. \ | 

The English interpreter, Margary, upon the frontiers of China, in Yunnan, haslost = | 
his life.. ‘he several local officials, civil and military, failed to afford protection, and, | | 
being thus remiss in duty, merit punishment in proportion to the gravity of their fault. _ | 

. -. Since, however, Li Hung Chang memorializes that the British minister, Sir Thomas a | 
, Wade, is of opinion that to afford sufficient protection in the future is better than to | | 

punish for the past derelictions, and hence requests that the various criminal parties | 
in the case be pardoned, it is decreed accordingly to his request. With the exception | | | 
of Chiang Tsung Han, the general in command at Ting Yueb-chen and Wu-Chi-Liang, | | 

the subprefect at Seng Yueh, who have already been deprived of office, and need not | 
be further punished, ; Lieutenant-Colonel Li Chen Kuo, and the criminals, Ertungwa- _ | | 
futu and others, eleven in number, may all receive pardon. : . . | 

| Margary was a British official deputed under passport to proceed through Yun- . | 
nan into Burmah, and both in going and returning should have received full protec- | | 
tion. But, on the contrary, he was suddenly murdered, and the members of his party | | 

| were beaten, plundered, and driven back, a proceeding well calculated to destroy a | 
amicable relations of the empire. ~~ pO | Be | 

Hereafter the viceroys and governors of the several provinces must with great care | 
. give heed to the edict issued upon the 9th October last, and promulgate the most | | 

. stringent orders to their subordinate officials that whoever meets a foreigner bearing oT 
a passport going into the interior must treat him in strict accordance to treaty, and | | 
aftord satisfactory protection. If there arise cases of ill-treatment or violence, the | - 

_ provincial authorities of high and low grade will be called to account, and the foreign > | 
- oftice is directed to prepare a suitable form of proclamation and forward it to the sev- | 

eral provinces, that the officials may act in accordance to its terms and instruct all a | 
authorities to conform to treaty stipulations in order to preserve international peace. | | 

In case foreign officials or subjects are killed, the real criminals must be sought out: a
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‘ _. and punished at once, and no delays be allowed to aggravate the offense. The Mar- 
| _ gary case is now settled. . | | | ae | 

_ In the matter of trade upon the Yunnan frontier, it is ordered that whenever the : 
British Government shall appoint officials, the viceroy and governor of Yunnan shall: 

_ appoint proper deputies to proceed to the frontier and examine into the circumstances 
| apd report suitable regulations. Respect this. oo a 8 

The privy council has also transmitted the imperial decree approving and ordering 
carried into effect the convention submitted by Li Hung Chang. A copy of this con- 

: vention will be forwarded to your excellency at a future day. In the mean time, I beg | 
to inform you of the edicts of His Majesty, as mentioned above. : 

_ September 18,1876. a a - 
To GEorGE F. SEwarp, Esq., &c. - a — 

. | . [Inclosure 3 in No. 134.] | oe 

: Prince Kung, chief secretary of state for foreign affairs, herewith makes a communi- od 
: cation. | | | 
| Upon the 17th instant this office received a memorial of Li, viceroy, member of the 
7 grand council and special envoy, reporting the settlement of the Yunnan case, and a | 

convention agreed upon with Sir Thomas Wade, the British minister, together with | 

: . the imperial approval, as follows: “ Let this be carried into effect as planned. Respect 
. this. . 

; This office has already transcribed the imperial edict and forwarded.it for your ex- 
cellency’s information, as also a copy of the several articles of the convention. | 7 

It will be noticed that the convention contains the following language: | | 
2 “ The sixteenth article of the treaty made with England in the eighth year of Hsien” 
2 - Fung states that * * * ‘British subjects who may commit any crime in China 

shall be tried and punished by the consul or other public functionary authorized thereto a 
; according to the laws of Great Britain. Justice shall be equitably and impartially. a 
| administered on both sides.’ Ne : 

- “Tt appears that the English text of the original treaty states that English subjects | 
| . guilty of offenses shall be dealt-with by English consuls or such other offivials as may 
to be appointed, &c., while in the Chinese text the whole is covered by the two words 

; ‘English Government.’ Heretofore the British Government has drawn up a careful | 
course of procedure, appointed judicial officers, and established a supreme court at 

| : Shanghai, in order to carry into effect this article of the treaty. - 8 
“The British Government has at the present moment revised and perfected the ju- 

to dicial code, heretofore established, and set up a mixed court at Shanghai for the trial - 
of cases in which Chinese and foreigners are conjointly involved. But the officials | 

! deputed, (Chinese,) whether because of inadequate authority or through fear of the 
1 enmity of their own people, continually fail to do justice, &c.” es es ; | 

| _ The foregoing language being in explanation of the sixteenth article of the British : 
fo treaty, which relates to trial of mixed cases. ‘This office has already addressed the 

, : British minister upon this subject. | ee a ra | | 
| a This article also declares that ‘it is agreed that the various ministers resident at: 
| Peking shall be addressed by the foreign office with a request that they will meet in 

conference with the foreign office in order to fix upon a code of procedure for inter- 
{0 national cases arising at the ports in order to the furtherance of justice and equity, &c. 
: The idea is that, if possible, a single course of procedure shall be determined on for 
2 all international cases. . 
| Your excellency is therefore requested to consult with the several ministers res'dent 
: in the capital and agree with them upon an acceptable system, and thereafter to ad- 

dress this office and submit the result of your deliberations for its acceptance. : 
Peking, September 26, 1876. | = : 
To GEORGE F. SEWARD, Esq., &c. | | - 

: a [Inclosure 4 in No. 134.—Translation.] oe : 

| | Prince Kung, chief secretary of state for foreign affairs, herewith. makes a.communi- 
: cation. ee a . 

Upon the 17th instant this office received the memorial of Li, viceroy, member of the 
: grand council and special envoy, reporting the settlement of the Yunnan case and the 
2 convention agreed upon with Sir Thomas Wade, the British minister, together with — | 
| the imperial approval, as follows: “ Let it be carried into effect as planned. Respect 

this.” | | ae oo, | _ | 
: This office has already transcribed the imperial edict and forwarded it for your excel- : 
| lency’s information, as also a copy of the several articles of the convention. - | 
J} The convention states that upon the 9th October last the foreign office memorialized | |
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a the throne as follows: * * *  Their-various memorials*recommending the provid- | 
ing of persons skilled in foreign affairs was not merely in order to the management of — | 
international matters, but the entire subject of reciprocal diplomatic intercourse was | 
also included,” &e. _ cage ye . mo 

To the prevention of further misunderstanding upon the subject of intercourse and | 
correspondence, the present condition of both having caused complaint in the capital : | 
and in the provinces, it is agreed that the Tsungli Yamun shall address a circular to | | 
the legations inviting foreign representatives to consider with them a code of etiquette, | 
to the end that foreign officials in China, whether at the ports or elsewhere, may be | | 

. treated with the same regard as is shown to them when serving abroad in the other a | 
-  gountries, and as would be shown to Chinese agents so serving abroad. . |  & 

The fact that China is about to establish missions. and. consulates abroad renders an : 
- understanding on these points essential. | eo ais a a . | 

. This. article in its import. evidences clearly the sincere desire of this government for. — oo . 
amicable relations. It is certainly desirable.that the various bearings of the question © * | | 
should be fully considered and a. code of etiquette agreed upon, with the hope that-in- 
ternational relations may become more friendly. eens Oe a | 

It therefore becomes my duty to transcribe the article in: question, and address | | 
'-your.exeellency and the other ministers, that you may confer together at your conven-. © - : 

.  jenee, and that. when you:shall have.arrived at an agreement, you will beso kind as to a | 
address. this office, in order that a joint consideration and mutual agreement may be | : 
arrived at. | a oe ee | | 

Peking, September 26, 1876. - - . | wo ! 
| To GEORGE F. SewarbD, Esq., &e. oe , oe oe 

| | | Enclosure Sin No. 134.) mae oe Le oe : 

- Prinee Kung, chief secretary of state for foreign affairs, herewith makes a commu- — | 
nication. a ae ES ee | | vs . : 

_ Upon the 17th instant this office received the memorial of Li, viceroy, member of the. : 
. grand council and special envoy, reporting the settlement of the Yunnan case, and con- | : 

vention agreed upon with Sir Thomas Wade, the British minister, together with the . : 
| imperial approval, as follows: ‘“ Let it be carried into effect as planned. Respect this.” | 

This office has already transcribed the imperial edict and forwarded it for your ex- | - | 
cellency’s information, as also a copy of the several articles of the convention. . The : : 
convention contains the following language: — | wee a oo | 

| ‘“With reference to the area within which, according to the treaties in force, likin | 
— ought not to be collected on foreign goods at the open ports, Sir Thomas Wade agrees : 

to move his government to allow the ground rented by foreigners (the so-called con- a | 
| cessions) at the different ports to be regarded as the areaof the exemption from likin,’ | 

_ &e. | | - OS | 

Jt is further stated that—  __ a ‘, ofa | 
“On opium Sir Thomas Wade will move his government to sanction an arrangement ‘ | 

- different from that affecting other imports. British merchants, when opium is. brought 
into a port, will be obliged to have it taken cognizance of by the. customs; and | | | 

_ deposited in bond, either in a warehouse or a receiving-hulk, until such time as there — | 
is a sale for it. The.importer will then pay the tariff duty upon it, and the purchasers. | 

| the likin, in order to the prevention of evasion of duty. The amount of likinto be = _ | 
collected will be decided by the different provincial governments according to the cir- - | 
cumstances of each.” . ‘ Pe  , te | 
~The Government. of China heretofore, because of military. necessities, has levied a. ce | 

likin tax, both in the interior and at the treaty ports, levying this likin upon country — . | 
| products as well as upon foreign goods which had not paid the half-duty extra... But... | 

foreign merchants have asserted that foreign merchandise, having paid regular duty, — | 
i -—s. is not’ subject to the likin prior to its having been entered tor transit-duty. This. diver- | | 
5 gence of opinion has’ been the subject of repeated discussion. A convention having = = ~~. | 

been agreed to, Sir Thomas Wade has consented to request his government to address | 
‘the various powers with a view to securing their assent to the establishment of port ) 

: limits, within which foreign merchandise shall be free from likin, with the desire to | 
avoid future differences of opinion. _ . . . | 
_ In regard to opium, it is agreed to establish a special procedure by which both the © , 

_ regular tax and the likin shall be collected in new Yaméns. (?) Further, the amount | | | 
of regular tax and likin to be collected is to be made a matter for consideration by the | 
several provincial authorities as a matter of grave importance. (Prior to the estab- of 
lishment of this new rule the old procedure will continue in force.) But the estab- 7 | 

_ lishment of the port limits for the protection of foreign merchandise from the likin, _ oe, 
and the special. procedure for the levy of regular duty and likin upon opium, these two 
articles it is distinctly agreed shall await the correspondence between Great Britain | 
and other powers, when a day shall be fixed for their taking effect. | a |
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i _It becomes our duty to address your excellency in regard to these two articles, with | 
i. the request that you shall consult with the several ministers, and will further address | 
j your government, requesting its opinion and decision. When the several powers 
; ‘shall have come to a satisfactory decision, your excellercy will please address this office. 
i _ that conference and agreement may be had. Oo oe 
\ Peking, September 23, 1876. | : . ee 
i | To GEORGE F. SEWarD, Esq., &c. , i 

| . . [Inclosure 6 in No. 134. | - a | 

| - —- Mr. Seward to the Foreign Office. = | BG 

| The undersigned has the honor to acknowledge receipt of your imperial highness and 
| your excellencies’ dispatches of the 26th and 28th September, in which, referring to 

| . several clauses of the agreement signed at Che foo by the plenipotentiaries of China | 
and Great Britain, you wrote me, as well as my colleagues, the representatives of the 2 

| foreign powers, to consider. conjointly the questions referred to, and to inform you of : 
. the results of our deliberations. - Se : ns Oo 

~ While thanking your imperial highness and your excellencies for the above commu- 
j nications, I beg leave to inform you that it is in my opinion advisable, as it would be _ 
i- - also conformable with the established custom of diplomatic intercourse, that we should, 

| first of all, consider and. decide what questions require a settlement and are to be 
Do brought under discussion. | | ae : 
| I have consulted with my colleagues on this point, and, as a complete understanding | 

exists between us regarding this way of procedure, I beg leave to inform your imperial | 
a highness and your excellencies that [ shall be ready, whenever you may find if conven- 
2 ient, to confer with you in view of the object above stated, and, having once determined ~~ 

| the points to be discussed, to come with you to an understanding on the various ques- 
tions that may become the subject of our deliberations. : 

' In regard, however, to likin taxes and proposed reference to the several govern- 
| ments, I must at once remark that negotiations shonld be pursued in the usual man- 
| - ner, and that, pending the result, I cannot consent to the abridgment of existing treaty 

stipulations. | : . . 
i 1 take this occasion to renew to your imperial highness and your excellencies the a 
i. expression of my consideration. . | | ee Oe ee 

Legation ot the United States, Peking, October 2, 1876. | oo OS 
i : : - . GEORGE F. SEWARD, 

' : _ Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States. 

l- a -[E-closure 7in No. 134.) , : oe : 
po SO | ey ae ee a ly PEKING, September 30, 1876. | 
| a Monsieur le Ministre et cher Colléque: — Sn | | | oe 

| : I found on my return to Peking last week that the Chinese text of the agreement 
| | between the grand secretary, Li Hung Chang, and myself, signed at Chefoo, on the 

. 18th instant, had already been communicated to the representatives of the treaty | 
Po powers, and that copies had been also forwardéd to the provincial governments. As I 
; ‘had the honor to state to such of my colleagues as are within reach, the English text 
| . is being printed af Shanghai, and as soon as I receive it in this form it is my purpose 
: similarly to communicate copies to all. a 
| a ‘Before signing the agreemept, I declared my readiness, if,on my arrival here, the | 

memorials and decrees referred. to in the agreement should be immediately published 
and the circulars for the expedition of which the agreement further stipulated were 

-. immediately written, to telegraph to my government that I had taken upon me to. 
: - elose the Yunnan case. The engagements above referred to having been so far satis- 
\ . ‘fied, I beg to acquaint you, M. le Ministre, that I have this day informed Prince Kung _ 
i that I have sent the promised message to my government. 
, -I avail myself of this opportunity, &c., &c.. | a ae 7 
i : . . Oo .. THOMAS FRANCIS WADE. © 

, | _ Mr. Seward to Mr. fish. Oo | 

, | No. 15L.] - UNITED STATES LEGATION, , | 
poo | | - Peking, Octeber 30, 1876. (Received Jan. 3, 1877. | 

| Sir: During the time that I spent at Chefoo last summer the port was | 
| : visited by the English, French, and German admirals. Great pains | |



| es - - QHINA, © : ee Qt | 

were taken by them to exhibit their vessels to the viceroy and grand. | | 
secretary, Li Hung Chang. He showed much interest in what he saw. | 
This was natural, as he has had a great deal of experience in military eee 
and naval matters, is especiallv charged with the control of the arsenals | 

_ of China, and all the several flag-ships were excellent vessels, those of = | 
- the English and French admirals being iron-clads. I could not but feel a 

during this time that our prestige as a naval power was likely to suffer | 
in his eyes. Our admiral was not present, and our. one ship in harbor | 
was of indifferent merit. Under these circumstances and for other — | 

| reasons, I felt disposed to point out to the viceroy that our scheme of _ | | 
| naval organization differs from that of France and England, not because | 
_. we have less enterprise or knowledge, but because our position and. = 

wants are different. As a power of great territorial extent, with no — | 
‘distant dependencies and few occasions to anticipate a foreign war, we | 

| are content to:provide thoroughly for the defense of our coast,and indis- = =———. [| 
| posed to expend large sums for the purchase of expensive iron-clad = = 

cruising ships. As it happened, the commander of the vessel of our ae 
_ Navy then present in Chefoo was Captain Matthews, who for a long © 

time was in charge of our torpedo school at Newport. I presented him © 
to the viceroy, and the result was a long conversation between them, | 

_. Which led the viceroy to ask him to visit Tien-Tsin. I communicated — | | 
this invitation to Admiral Reynolds unofficially, and he at once gave of 

_ the necessary orders to admit of its acceptance. I.am now in receipt _ | 
of a letter from Mr. Vice-Consul Pethick, in which he states that the = 
viceroy has apparently taken up largely the views which Captain Mat- : a 

_ thews has presented to him, and has gone so far as tointimate a hope 
that he may.be willing to enter the Chinese service. _ Pe | 

—, You will be aware from my previous dispatches that I recognized © _ | 
fully the facts that the efforts of the Chinese to improve their military es 

_- power are costing them dearly, and that they are not showing an equal oe 
disposition toward the improvement of other branches of their admin- Be 
istration. It will not be wise, however, to hold away from them for this oe 
reason. They learn but slowly, and one thing. at a time; yet everystep | 

_ taken brings them nearer to a right conception of the duty of govern- eo 
| ment. If they build ships now for purposes of defense, they'will the = = 

‘sooner promote the building of those intended for commercial uses. — | | 
If they establish arsenals for the manufacture of implements of ‘war, eT 
they will the sooner favor the manufacture of plows, seed:drills, and = = 
-reaping-machines. Itis, moreover, not the part of kindness to stand by | 
while they waste money in unnecessary or extravagant expenditures for 
military purposes, when we can show them economical ways of accom- = 

-plishing the same results. It is said that the viceroy has been charged. 
| with the general supervision of coast defenses, and that a sum ofabout 

six millions of dollars has been appropriated for immediate wants. 
_ This amount judiciously expended would do a great deal. If putinto 

- jron-clad cruisers like the English flag-ship Audacious, it would bring = 
them further expense and do them the least possible good. | | 

About thirty advanced pupils from the schools established under the - 
charge of Mr. Giquel, an officer of the French navy, are about to be - en 
sent to England and France to complete their scientific and military oF 
education. aR os eg” ma ae on — 

Mr. Giquel will be stationed in Europe and havea general supervision __ | 
of their studies. He has been pressing the viceroy to order iron-clads; 
but I do not think it likely that he will be successful, although he is an 

- officer of decided ability, and has done a great deal forthe Chinese in |= |
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i military and other directions. . I cannot regret his failure in the given 
— instance. | | So = Pg 

iL _ _ I shall hope that the course which I have taken, as indicated in this 
_. dispatch, will meet your approval. ce —_ RT 

i | I have, &c., ao | a | OO 
i oe De GEORGE F. SEWARD. — 

3 - NO BQ | | - 

| : Mr. Seward to Mr, Fish. ee a! 

No. 163.] UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
| - , Peking, November 17, 1876. (Received Jan. 3, 1877. | 

i S§re: It may be interesting for you to read the inclosed translation of 

oo an imperial decree confirming a sentence of death upon two officials who 
ic have been guilty of falsifying accounts to the extent of 49,000 taels, or 

| about $65,000, and directing the board of punishments to determine | 
t _ what penalty shall be inflicted upon certain high officials “for their 

failure to discover tha} these frauds were being perpetrated.” a | 
: — Lhave, &e., _ oe cn a Oa | 

a | GEORGE F. SEWARD. 

| ‘ Oo | _ [Enclosure. ] OO : | ! 

' a | Printed translation of an imperial decree. | _ | | 

_ OCTOBER 14.—A decree in answer to a memorial from the acting governor-general. 
L | _ of Min-Chéh and Ting-Jih-ch’ang, governor of Fuhkien, with reference to embezzle- 
i - ments that had been practiced by certain officials employed in purchasing munitions == 
| : of war. It is found that the expectant department magistrate, Shén Ch’un, and the 
; expectant sub-prefect, Wén Shao-yung, have been guilty of falsifying the accounts of 
i 7 purchases made by them to the extent, in the one case, of 21,000 taels, and in the 
‘ _ other to that of 28,000 taels, over and above the proper sum. For conduct so illegal 
i and corrupt a rigorous punishment must needs be awarded. It is decreed, in conform- 
: _ ity with the sentence proposed, that Shén Ch’un and Wén Shao-yung do suffer death | 
| _ by decapitation, after imprisonment to await the period of revision. Proceedings are 
' further to be taken to enforce the restitution of the sums embezzled, report: being 
j made to the throne at the expiry of the period allowed for the recovery of ihe money, — 
{ | _ . declaring whether payment in full has been effected. As regards the sub-prefect, 
| | _ . Chow-Sing-i, who alleges in his statement. that he was not im anywise implicated 

a in the embezzlement perpetrated, it was nevertheless due to his failure to apply a 
proper scrutiny in the arrangements for the purchase of certain vessels that so great. 

i a loss as one hundred thousand dollars was entailed. | 
i . Confirmation is awarded to the sentence propounded in his case, viz, that he be re- 
‘ae quired to make good the amount in full and be transported to penal servitude on the 
; | Mongolian post-roads, there to redeem by his exertions the offense he has committed. __ 
1. For their failure to discover that these frauds were being perpetrated, we command == 

that the fullowing officials be handed over to the board for the determination of a 
i penalty, viz: Li Ho-nien, ex-governor-general of Min-Chéh ; Pao-héng, financial com. 
i missioner and president of the military board in Fuhkien; Lu-Shih-kieh, salt commis- 
| ; sioner; Yeh-Yung-Yuan, grain commissioner ; Wén-ki, ex-salt commissioner, and Ow- 
| oo T’ien-min, ex-grain commissioner. As the offenses in question did not occur during 
| Ting Jih-ch,ang’s term of office, no punishment need be visited upon him, his request 
‘ee to the contrary notwithstanding. a . ee 2 

| NO | 

Mr, Seward to Mr. Fish, | 

7 Nol72.) UNITED STATES LEGATIUN, | - 7 
jo. | Peking, November 29, 1876. (Received February 8, 1877.). | 

i; -—._—s SR: T have the honor to transmit to you herewith a copy of articles



| CHINA BS 

made between Mr. Mayers, Chinese secretary of the British Jegation, =| 
and delegates of the Chinese Government, ii regard to the Woosung Se 

_ Railway. By these articles the Chinese agree to take over the lineata ~~ | 
5 price to be named by arbitrators. The concluding payment willbe made = 

atthe end of a year from the date of the agreement, and meanwhile | oe 
the company will operate the road. This result will bean eminently sat- - 

__ isfactory one, if the Chinese will work the road after they come into oo 

. possession of it. OS - Ce ne pO | 
— You are aware that my conception of the policy to pursue in regard | | 

| to the line has been to represent to the Chinese the usefulness of rail-_ 4 
roads, the insignificance of this particular road, and the unwisdom of J 
declaring to the world a disposition to look unfavorably upon an enter- i, 

| prise of the sort. I have never held that the foreigners concerned had 
° the right to undertake the enterprise. © | oo me _ a 

I propose now to use such exertions as may be appropriate to induce © | 
the government to operate the line, or to let their countrymen operate © 

it, after they come into possession. I think tbat my colleagues willdo | 
.. the same. oy | a ee oo : | Ee 

— . Thave, &., CO whee al a S 
go inet Se - GEORGE F. SEWARD. | | 

ce | ee  fInclosure.} | woes re | 
| a - Articles of agreement relating to the Woosung Railway. - oe oo 

oy lbs The undersigned, William Frederick Mayers, Chinese secretary of Her Britannic — | 
_- Majesty’s legation at Peking, on the one part, and Féng, intendant of the Su-Sang 

‘T’ai circuit, superintendent of customs at Shanghai; Chu, invested by brevet with = 
| the third official rank, an expectant Tao-t’ai on the staff of the province of Hupeh; | 

and Shéng, invested by brevet with the title of financial commissioner, an expectant — - 
- Tao-t’ai on the immediate list for appointment in the province of Chibli, onthe other | — | 

_  / ~part, have agreed to the following articles with reference to the line of railway be-— 
- tween Shanghai and Woosung: | Oo . | 

| The text of the present agreement having been compared and found correct, the o | 
| course of procedure to be pursued is now set forth.in the following articles: SS 
oe I. Whereas in the matter of the railway, in the personal conference held at Chefoo, Bs 

between the high commissioner Li and the British minister Sir Thomas Wade, on the = = | 
. subject of securing the Chinese rights of sovereignty, it was mutually arranged that : 

(the undersigned) Chu, Tao-t’ai, and (the undersigned) Shéng, Tao-t’ai, should be ap- | | | 
| pointed to act in conjunction with (the undersigned) W. F. Mayers, Chinese secretary, . Ce 

(of Her Britannie Majesty’s legation,) for the purpose of arranging, in conference with | 
(the undersigned) Tao-t’ai of shanghai, the terms of an agreement in the nature of a oT 
compromise; the following articles have now been agreed to by mutual consent, inthe © | 

- city of Nanking, and have been submitted to and approved by ths minister superin- OE 
_  tendent of the Southern ports. . 7 oo, , Cte. , 

. In testimony whereof the said articles have been signed in duplicate, one copy to . | 
| .  pberetained on either side; the same to be submitted on the one hand by (the under- | | 

.  - signed) Tao-t’ai of Shanghai, &c., to the minister-superiatendent of the Northern . | 
ports, and the governor of the province of Kiangsu, for their approval; and,on the  —_ | 

_ other, by (the undersigned) W. F. Mayers to Sir Thomas: Wade, fur approval on his = . J 
part. ee ee a oo | | 

|} JI, It is arranged that the railway shall become the property of the Chinese Govern- | | 
: - ment by absolute purchase; and, that after the land taken up, te permanent way, | 

rolling-stock, machinery, and other material appertaining thereunto shall have, by _— 
this means, passed into the possession of the Chinese Government, the foreign mer- . | 
cantile company, under whose management the railway has heretofore been con- | tf 

_ ducted, shall cease from further. interest or liability in respect of the same. oe - El 
| If. The amount which shall be paid for the land, permanent way, rolling-stock, ma-.-——i(aiti‘(Césé*@r 
oe chinery, stations, and all other claims whatsoever, shall be ascertained by an investiga-. | 

| tion of accounts in detail, for which purpose Her Britannic Majesty’s consul and the ~ | 
 Tao-t’ai of Shanghai shall each nominate two merchants of properstanding and respecta- ©. 

bility, and the amount thus ascertained shall be paid by the Chinese Government,no - . | 
. unfair advantage being taken on either side. It isat the same time provided that due |
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oo allowance shall be made for depreciation according to the usage of public compan‘es in | 
i | England, in consequence of the active working of the line for the period of one year. 
§ . - TV. The purchase-money shall be paid in three installments, one third to be paid as’. 
; 7 soon as the total amount payable shall have been ascertained, whereupon the title- | 

deeds for land now held by the railway company shall be given up and lodged in the 5 
po hands of the Tao-t’ai of Shanghai ;* one-third at the expiry of six months from tlie 
| ' first payment, and the remaining third at the expiry of one year from the first afore-  . 
i . said date, the Tao-t’ai of Shanghai giving notice officially to Her Britannic Majesty’s | 
i... . consul to require the said company to take the necessary steps for receiving payment. 

! | V. At the expiry of the twelve montas commencing with the 15th day of the ninth 
moon of the second year of Kuang-sii, (corresponding to the 31st October, 1876,) to | 

’ | wit, on the 15th day of the ninth moon of the third year of Kuang-sii, (corresponding 
to the 21st October, 1877,) the aforesaid purchase having been completed by the Chinese 

' “Government, and all amounts due on account of the purchase-money having been paid 
: in full, a due account shall be taken of the land, permanent way, rolling-stock, and 

. _ other appurtenances of the railway, and the same shall be handed over to the careand ~ | 
| | control of the Chinese Government, at whose option it shall be, exclusively, to con- 
j tinue or desist from the working of the line, without. claim to interference on the part 
- of the foreign company heretofore concerned in the same. The purchase-money not 
; being paid in full by the Chinese Government, until the expiry of the period of. one 
i year, the aforesaid company shall be free, for the space of one year from the3l1st Octo- 
i ber, 1876, to conduct the working of the line without pecuniary interest-or.liability in | 

_. respect of the same on the part of the Chinese Government. All regulations required* - | 
: _ to insure protection shall be devised in concert, between Her Britannic Majesty’s con- 
; sul and the Tao-t’ai of Shanghai, and when drawn up, and agreed upon, shall be im- | 
j — plicitly obeyed. SO re - : BO | | 
; : ‘VI. During the period of one year for which, pending the completion of the pay- — 
; ment due on the part of the Chinese Government, the company aforesaid is at. liberty | 
1 to retain in its own hands the management of the railway line now completed be- 

tween Woosung and Shanghai, extending to a distance of about thirty li (ten miles) | 
; . from point to point, the said company shall be authorized to run trains for the con- 

veyance of passengers only, but it is forbidden to infringe upon the customs regula- 
: - tions, or to acquire additional land for further extension of the line of railway. 

, “VIL. An amount of compensation shall be agreed upon, as may be found suitable, = 
| , and paid on account of the individual who was recently run over and killed by anen- 

; gine on the line. | Se OE . , ees | 
. VIII. The general outline of the terms of arrangement being now fixed, and admit- 1 

| ting of no further modification, all correspondence on the subject that may heretofore | 
; have passed. between the Tao-t’ai at Shanghai and Her Britannic Majesty’s consul shall 

be canceled on either side and no further contention~shall take place with regard to oe 
the same. ae : De EES cee al : 

| . 1X. The course of action herein agreed to proceeds from the feelings of amity and 
i good will which prevail between the governments (of the undersigned respectively ) oy 
1 for the purpose of securing against infringement the sovereign rights of the Govern- 

eee ment of China, ard with the view of equally insuring a benefit to the Chinese Gov- od 
ernment and freedom from loss to the toreign merchants, to whith end the Chinese 

: Government has agreed, as a special concession, to buy up the line of railway. In any 
; _ future case in which it may be desired to construct a railway, or other similar works | 

application shall, in the first instance, be made for the sanction of the Chinese Govern- | 
ment, and the present arrangement shall not be construed into a precedent. | 

| X. Account shall be taken of the terms of the contract entered into in England with , 
i _ the skilled artificers employed on the railway line and with Mr. George Morrison, the : 

superintending engineer, and the conditions of their respective engagements shall be ! 
i - fulfilled in good faith by the payment of whatever salaries or wages may be found to , 

. ;: be due after the completion of the purchase of the line, the individuals in question | | 
i. being either retained in service or sent back to England, as may be determined; the . | 
' said individuals, if retained in the employ of the Chinese Government, obeying its di- 

. rections in all respects, and undertaking nothing without due authority. | | 
_. . Agreed to and signed at Nanking, and to be authenticated under seal on the return » 4 

of the undersigned to Shanghai, this eighth day of the ninth moon of the second year 2 
i of the reign of Kuang-sti, corresponding to the 24th day of October, in the year 1876. 2 
, oo. - | | “ FENG. | | 

: . oe oo - a SHENG. | 
| | , : | , oe W. F. MAYERS. 

i —_ *« It is separately agreed that instead of being deposited with the Tao-t’ai of Shanghai the title-deeds , 
3 - in question shall be lodged provisionally in the hands of Her Britannic Majesty’s consul until the pur- 
| chase shall be complete. . oe So a Se | 

po , | , | |
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iy Seward to Mr. Fiske | s 

— -No18k} eed SvaTES LEGATION,  _ 
: Peking, December 13, 1876. (Received February 8, 1377.) 

. Sir: The inclosed regulations for the diplomatic and consular serv- 
_ . ice of China have been printed in a Chinese. newspaper at Shanghai, =~ 

which is believed to be an official organ and may be considered authentic. 
. You will notice that the ministers sent abroad by China will be com- = 

| missioned for three years only, and that they will nominate their secre- | 
_ taries and the consuls who will be accredited to the same countries, In ~ 
Making these arrangements, the government follows closely the system me 

_ pursued at home, under which officers are not allowed, as a rule, to serve : 
at one place more than.three years, and are given a considerable voice = 

| in the appointment of their subordinates. a te 

GEORGE FL. SEWARD. = sf 

| hege : we oe Le eS oes J | [Inclosure.] ; | : ; oo Vs a ip | 

| The Sin-pao of the 16th instant contains a code of regulations, twelve in number, | 
. _ for the guidance of envoys to foreign countries, stated to have been submitted ina — | 

memorial to the throne by the Tsung-li Yamén, and to have received the imperial sanc- Ce! 
_ tion. The following isatranslation: | oo TS acne : | 

Code of regulations for the guidance of Chinese ennoys, = 
‘1. It is proposed that the board of rites shall cause an official seal of copper to be es 

cast, one of which shall be issued to each envoy accredited to a foreign country, as an | of 
| evidence of good faith. The inscription to be as follows: | Se . | | 

- “‘ Official seal of the high officer, envoy by imperial appointment of the Chinese gov- So 
ernment.” - - | 
Pending the issue of this seal a wooden one shall be engraved for temporary use. a 
2. Tne period of service for an envoy to a foreign country shall be three years, to. | 

commence from the date of his arrival in the country to which he is accredited. Be- - an 

_ fore this term has expired the Tsung-li Yamén shall. request His Majesty to appoint | | 
| high officers to succeed him. The same rule shall be followed in the case of assistant = | 

| envoys. — | 7 Ee a es | 
7 _ 3. Envoys to foreign countries shail-receive the title of officers of the first, second, - | 

or third class.. The institution being now in process of inauguration, it is proposed | 
that all envoys at present appointed to foreign countries shall be temporarily invested et | 

| With the title of second class. , 
'. 4, The number of secretaries (ts’an-‘san) consuls, interpreters, and others, attached — of 
_ to each mission, shall be determined by the envoy at the head of that mission, | 

who will draw up a list of their names, with other particulars, for the information and | 
mo approval of the Tsung-li Yamén. These officers wiil accompany the envoys abroad, . | 

and in like manner with them will serve for a period of three years, at theendof which | 
_ time they will be recommended to the throne for honorary distinction... If any of their : of 

_ number show themselves worthy to be retained, the successor of the envoy shall,.if he | | 
_ see fit, retain them. If, however, they show themselves incompetent, they shall, in Ee 
_ like manner with the envoys, be periodically recalled. 8 =. ase - | 

5, After the arrival of envoys in the countries to which they are accredited, they shall - | | 
| . °- memorialize the throne direct on matters of pressing importance as they arise; but in | | 

_ all cases of an ordinary nature they shall communicate with the Tsung-li Yamén either | | 
_ by note or officially, and the Tsung-li Yamén will embody the subject of their corre- : | 
spondence in a memorial to the throne. co a | a . | 

6, In the case of an envoy being accredited to several countries at once, it will be S| 
_. the duty of that envoy to determine on the place at which he w.1] reside, and report oe , 

to the Yamén for their information and.approval. = = ae ; | 
| _. 7% Itis requested that the monthly salary and allowances granted to envoysshall be — | 

fixed at rates proportionate to the grades of the officers now in actual employment... It. | | 
_ was, however, originally proposed that officers of the second and third grades occupy- __ - | 

ing the post of envoy of the second class should receive 1,200 taels ; that officers of | | | 
_. the third and fourth rank occupying : the post of envoy of the third class should |
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1 - receive the third rank, 1,000 taels ; and the fourth rank, 800 taels. No provision has as : 
' yet been made for the case of officers of the fourth rank, occupying the post of envoy . 
j of the second class, but it is now arranged that these shall receive 1,000 taels per men- 
{ , sem. Assistant envoys shall receive 700 taels per mensem. | re 4 
| 8. The monthly salary and allowances of envoys who are accredited to more than one 
1 country shall not be augmented in consequence ; the same rule shall be followed in the — 
i | ‘case of assistantenvoys. 5 = | | _ | | | 
| ' 9. Envoys, assistant envoys, and the various officers below them, shall receive salary | 
| | -and allowances at the rate to which they are entitled from the date of their arrivalin 
1 . ‘the country to which they are accredited, for a full period of three years, at the expi- | | 
i _ ration of which time their salary will cease. If an envoy’s successor is not able to ar- “| 
| rive (at his due date) and the envoy whose time has expired has not given over charge, _ | 
4 - he will receive salary at the same rate as while in office, but it will not be issued to _ 
: | - chim after the arrival of the high officer who is to succeed him. Vhe same rule will a 

_ be followed in the case of assistant envoys and all officers below them. Whensecre- — 
{ . ‘taries, consuls, interpreters, or others, are retained by the envoy’s successor, salary will | 
| ' . continue to be issued to them from the date of the expiry of their (three) years’ term oe 

_ . ‘Of service. a Do : oe oA 
Poo 10. Envoys, assistant envoys, and the various officers below them, will have to pro- | 
: vide their own outfit, whether on leaving China. or returning from the place to which 
ir they are appointed. It is proposed that each officer shall receive a sum of money | 
to equivalent to three months’ pay to meet the expenses of outfit for his journey toand 
| fro. . All these amounts are to be provided by. the Tsung-li Yamén out of the 60 per. / 
i cent. allotment of the foreign customs dues. © | RS | i 

11. Envoys to foreign countriés will send in annually a detailed statement of sala- 4 
, ries, traveling expenses outward and homeward, house-rent in the countries to which | 
, _ they are severally accredited, and all expenses whatsoever incurred by them, to the 

- _ Tsung-li Yamén for inspection and approval. a - oo 
i 12. The Shanghai customs shall prepare an account of all salaries of envoys or other 
{ members of missions, traveling expenses outward and homeward, house-rent, and all 
| other expenses whatsoever incurred by them, and shall yearly remit the same. The =~. 
: Tsung-li Yamén will instruct the inspector-general of foreign customs to take steps for 

. ' the due remission of these sums to their various destinations. = phase | 

po NG BD Oo a 

po I, Fish to Mr, Seward. ee ae = 

f NO 95] So DEPARTMENT OF STATE, is 
po | | : a 7 — Washington, December 19, 1876. 4 

po Siz: I have to. acknowledge the receipt of your very interesting dis- 
! patch, No. 134, dated 3d October last, relating to the agreement entered 
/ into on the 13th of September, between the plenipotentiaries of Great 
poo. Britain and China, in settlement of the Yunnan affair. | 

- a It appears that by the terms of the agreement certain questions were 
| to be submitted by the foreign office to the different legations for their . 
: consideration. These questions are submitted in the notes from the 7: 
Co foreign office: to you, and relate to: First, judicial matters; second, the ~ 

audience question, and, third, the lkin. taxes. Ce | 
| _ The views of the Department.in relation to judicial matters are sub- 
| stantially in accord with the terms of the Yunnan agreemen t, as expressed. = “ 

ae to you by the foreign office, viz, ‘‘that if possible a single course of 
| procedure shall be determined on for all international cases.” In the © 
| discussion of this subject it would be well to consider the advisability = | 

ss Of establishing mixed courts as a means for the accomplishment of the 
fo proposed reform. This point is merely suggested for your consideration | 
2 in connection with other plans that will doubtless be proposed by your 
i;  . . @olleagues. — ee | - - oe 
2 : It is hoped that the present movement may lead to the adoption of. |
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- measures tending to the more effective administration of justice in mixed = | 
. -easesin China, 9.00 be et oo re - | 

| In relation to the questions of audience and etiquette, it does not ap- | 
pear necessary to add anything to the. instructions heretofore given by : | 

the Department to the legation in China. The note of the foreign office oy 
| to you evinces a desire on the part of the Chinese Government to have | 

| this question settled. The fact alluded to in the note, that China ts about | 
to establish missions and consulates abroad, renders an understanding: 

on these points essential to China. — ee | 
' In relation to the likin taxes. the stipulations of the British treaties eT 

|  . of 1842 and 1858, and of the French treaty of 1858, with China, are J 
believed to be explicit. in regard to the taxes that may be levied by the - | 

| Chinese Government on foreign goods, and any additional taxes levied =. | 

py the Chinese authorities would seem to be in contravention of treaty => | 
stipulations. Your course in advising the foreign office that, pending — | 

| the result of the negotiations on this subject, you could not consent = ss, | 

to the abridgment of existing treaty stipulations, is approved. BT 

-- Tconfine myself to the general indication of the views of the govern- = =——f 

~~ ment in relation to the questions submitted. Itis not deemed advisable __ | | 

to hamper you with instructions that may prevent your full and free — | 

| --s« go-operation with your colleagues. _ Ses CE 

All the treaty powers are equally interested in the just settlement of | 

those questions, and it is hoped that good feeling and as perfect accord — | 

- as is possible will characterize the conferences of the representatives of | 
_ the treaty powers. a ee | 
| You will report from time to time the progress made in the negotia- a 

tions, (Ee | | 
Tam, &e,, Ce - eee ee | of 

ce Se | ‘Mr. Sewardto Mr. Fished 

— No 200.) |. : _ UnIrep States LEGATION, a od 
, OB Peking, January 23,1877. (Received March 27.) — | 

| Sie: Recalling your attention to my dispatch number 23, of February _ | 

29,1876, in which I stated that a new departure had been taken by the __ J 

Chinese Government in respect to intercourse between foreignrepresenta- 

| ss tives at Peking and the heads of thecentral government, and with which —— | 

| I forwarded a private note from Mr. Holcombe relating to the cireum- | 

- gtances of his New Year’s call upon Prince Kung, and giving a list of _ | 

_. the high officials whom he met upon that occasion, [ havenowthehonor —_— 
| to state that a further step in the direction of mutual acquaintance and = ss 

- -gocial intercourse has recently been taken by the government, incon- —— J 

nection with the calls made, at the foreign New Year, by the prince and | 

ministers of the foreign office upon the several representatives of Western | 

powers. | foe BO vo = - | 
_- It will be remembered that the Chinese contented themselves last year | 

- with introducing the heads of boards and departments, or so many of | 

_ them as were willing to be introduced, to the representatives; thatafter- = 4 

-- ward the Chinese officials so introduced left their cards at the several |
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_ legations ; and that the ministers, in returning these calls, were forced : 
_ to content themselves with leaving their cards, as they were in no case : 

received by the Chinese officials. | | as - 
fo In naming a day on which to make their calls of congratulation this - 
L _ _- year, Prince Kung and the members of the foreign office stated that 
| they would be accompanied by the heads of boards and departments, | 
2 _ and, accordingly, upon the days named, the 8th, 9th, and 10th instant, | 
[ ___ . thirty-three high officials, besidesthe members of the foreign office, called | 
2 | upon my colleagues and myself. I inclose a list of those who called for — : 

the first time this year, Nee | | 
fo Tt is understood that these calls are to be returned at: the foreign | 

office at the Chinese New Year, which will oceur on the 13th proximo. : 
i I regard this as a Satisfactory step on the part of this government. | oo  Thave, &e., - ) | | [ oe | Oo GEORGE F. SEWARD. 

: | a . a [Inclosure.] a . coon | 

ee ss MEMORANDUM. — Lee | 
| . List of members of boards and departments who for the first time accompanied the prince and | 7 
2 ministers of the foreign office on their New Year’s call upon Mr. Seward, January 8, 9, and. | 
a 10, 1877. near a eo NP 
1 / ee OO 

Yin Chao-yung, (Chinese. )}—Expounder of the classics before His Majesty, senior vice- 
president of the board of revenue, supervisor of the treasury, imperial librarian, im- | 

; perial historian, inspector of the imperial granaries. oe 
: Kung Lu (Manchu.)—Wearing the button of the first rank, Senior vice-president of = __ 
L _ the board of revenue, supervisor of the treasury, inspector of the Ching Chieh, Chien 
Do _ Ruei, and Shen Chi Camps, and of the summer palace, comptroller of the household 

| office, lieutenant-general of the Manchu clan having the bordered yellow banner, gen- 
eral of the imperial guard, and senior heutenant-commander of the capital. | 
Wan Ching Li, (Chinese.)—Expounder of the classics to His Majesty, president of 

the board of rites, and superintendent of the prefectural district at the capital. oo 
: Chian Ching.—Junior vice-president of the board of rites. ; | | 

| ~Wula-si Chungah, (Mongol.)—Junior vice-president of the board of war, and lieu- 
_  tenant-general of the Chinese clan with the bordered blue flag. oe | 

Sang Chain Kung, (Chinese. )—Expounder of the classics, and president of the board 
of punishments. | mo a ee 

i | Chien Pao Lien, (Chinese.)—Junior vice-president of the board of punishments. 
! Kuei Ling.—Wearing decoration of the first class, president of the board of works, - 
i _ general of the Chinese clan of the bordered red flag, comptroller of the hall of audience 

of the board of medicine, and of the correspondence with the four outlying states, 
comptroller of the household office and of board of music. BS 

2 _. Kuei Chian, (Manchu.)—Senior vice-president of the colonial office. 
1 _ Ho Shon Tze, (Chinese.)—Senior president of the censorate and supervisor of the | 
a treasury. 7 oo . | 

Kuei Jun, (Manchu.)—Senior vice-president of the censorate.. | | . 
; _ Chang Hsii, (Manchu.)—Secretary of the privy council, with the title of junior vice- 

president of board of rites, acting senior vice-president board of war. — ae | 

oy ee No. 64, — ! 

) Mr, Seward to Mr. Fish - 2 

No.202.)) | — UNtTED StaTEs LEGATION, — : 
| Peking, January 30, 1877. (Received April 30.) | 

fo Sir: By the last courier from Shanghai, I have learned that Messrs. — : 
fo Russell & Co. have agreed, subject to the approval of the sharehold- =
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ers, to sell to the Chinese Merchants’ Company: the vessels and other | 
property of the Shanghai Steam Navigation Company. They are to re- | 

: ceive two millions of taels, one-half of which sum is to be paid before | 
| the 31st of March, and the balance in quarterly installments of fifty | 

thousand taels, with interest at 8 percent. > | 
~ You ‘are aware that the proprietors of the Shanghai Steam Naviga- | | 
tion Company have had occasion, since the initiation of the enterprise | 

- in steam navigation of the Chinese company, to fear the result. - . ae 
— So long ago as June, 1875, Mr. Avery reported to you a representa- | 

: ‘tion which Messrs. Russell & Co. had made to him in regard to the | | 
threatened dangers to their interests. Their statement was, briefly, | | 

-. that the government had agreed to give to the native company certain — | 

-riee-freights between Shanghai and the Yang-tze ports and Tientsin — | 

-. at rates more than twice as high as those which they would have topay | | 
in the open market, and to grant a rebate of duties on other goods. car- | | 
ried by the same vessels to a certain proportion of their whole lading. | 
Mr. Avery, as you will remember, asked the ministers of the foreign =f 
office whether this information was correct. They responded promptly = , 
that it was. He then asked whether they would be prepared to con- ~ | 
sider an offer on the part of foreign owners to transport their rice at | 

| less than half the rates granted to the Chinesecompany, They responded ae 
. with equal promptness, that if their vessels were able to transport the | 

cargo, there would be no occasion for them to seek transportation else: 
where. So | OE AD gE a 

| Mr. Avery was so kind as to inform me of the result of his interview | | 
with the foreign office. I was at once confirmed in my opinion that the = J 

- government had determined to give support to the native company. = 
This was to be expected, indeed, as it had been formed, as was well | | 

- known, at the suggestion of the viceroy, Li Hung Chang, in pursuance ———s Jy 

of his policy to break down foreign interests in China by using foreign OE 
means and appliances and with the assurance of abundant support by — | 

| the government. Messrs. Russell & Co. were, of course, informed of the 4 
-. manner in which Mr. Avery’s representations were met, and werenot = = = =—s J 

reassured by it. a, i CO | 
- In November, 1875, the Chinese company had anominal capitalof = — | 

~ one million taels, say one million three hundred thousand Mexican dol- si 
-. lars, of which three-quarters. had been paid up. At about this date, oF 

_at the instance of their patron, Li Hung Chang, they were encouraged. . , 
‘by the government to extend their operations. They were intended, in ~ | 

, fact, to become a national training-school for masters, officers,and en- = J 
-. gineers, to be employed in all directions possible by the government, EF 

~ and-especially to carry out the policy of breaking down foreign navi- sf 
gation interests in the waters of theempire. =” RPE ops os ; 
You are aware that when the government were considering last year | 

— the opening of more ports, they made fewer difficulties than were ex- | | 
— . pected. It is probable that they expected that their own vessels would | 

reap the chief advantages. At any rate, from the moment whenitwas J 
decided at Chefoo, in September, to yield the ports to Sir Thomas Wade, a 

in connection with the Yunnan negotiation, greater efforts than ever _ | 
were put forward on behalf of the company by their managers and their | 

patron, the viceroy, to extend their operations. Mr. Long King-Sing, an , | 
accomplished Chinese, and the leading spirit in the company, came here | 

- armed with letters from the viceroy, and the result was that the gov- __ | 
ernment authorized an advance: to the company of a sum of one and a -
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i _ third millions of taels, to be ; ail by the foreign customs of the various. 
1 Open poits, as follows: | | re oe 
: pe oe an oe Taels, 
fo Tientsin .. 2... 02. cee ce ee ce eee eee cece nsec eee” 150, 000. | 
fo Ohe foo... ee ee ec cee nee eee eee ten eeeee 100,000 

— .Hankow 2.2... ce cc cece cen cee cece cence 150, 000 — | 
Newehwang .. 2... 0. ee eee nee cece ee tcc c ance eeue’. (100,000 

po Kinkiang .- 202. ee ee ee eee ce cence cece. 100,000 0° 
: ~ Shanghai... 0... ce ee eee ee cece cence 200, 000 2 
to | Canton... ee eee cee ee eeees 200,000 0 
Ro Foochow .... 2.2.26. ee ee cee ence ee eee 150, 000 — | 
: | AMOY 2.2.2. eee ee en ee ee ce tee mee cee tees 50,000 
: Swatow .. 2... 2 eee ee eee cee ee eee cee lee eee eee 50,000 
| — Ningpo.. 2. ce cece cece cece 50, 000. | 

: | Ct BAY cee ee ee cee eee re ce cece cee eee eee ee ae 1, 300, 000— | 

2 _. Mr. Long King-Sing left. here in the latter part of November, and : 
3 about the Ist of January the purchase of the American company had 
| =. been completed, and a portion of the money received from the govern. 
| _ ment paid into the hands of the agents for the shareholders. SO 

a That the shareholders of our company are to be congratulated on their 
: - escape from a dangerous situation, and on the manner of their escape, 
t is not to be doubted. The stock consists of 22,500 shares, of 100 taels : 

each. It has been selling of late at 60-66. They receive two millions of | 
‘ae taels and retain their reserve fund and balances, makingin alltwo mill. 
2 | _ lions four hundred thousand taels, an outturn of 103 taels to the share, 
t | or nearly 56 per cent. over their market-value. oo 7 a 
, The American company disappears, then, from the waters of China, , 
po where it has had a long, successful, and honorable career, which has: | 
; ‘reflected credit on its management, brought large dividends to share. 
; : holders, and given to our flag a prominence which it will never regain : 
| _-perhaps in this part of the world. = ae : _ The operations.of the Chinese company have been mainly between : 

, _ Shanghai and the north.’ ‘They have, however, lately added to their 
/ Yang-tze fleet two powerful side-wheel vessels, built to their order in- 7 

| Scotland after an American mode]. They have had other shipsrunning = 
) , to southern ports, and occasionally to Japan. The trade between Shang. | 

a hai and the south is largely conducted by vessels making voyages be- : 
. + tween Europe and Shanghai, which fill up with the local freights. Only : 
oo a limited business is done by locally-employed sbips. | | 

: Ov the Yang-tze an English company has four fine vessels of the | 
po American model. Another English company has four vessels running - 
a north. It will be interesting to see what will be the result upon these | 

| of the competition of the Chinese company, reenforced as it will now be. 
po by the eighteen or twenty ships of the former American line. This will 
/ depend entirely upon the disposition of the Chinese company and its | 
3 | further support. If they choose to break down all opposition, and their | 
fo support is continued and increased, as it may be, they cando so. This | 
: will probably be the programme. But they may prefer, having now an — 
: : assured position, to carry on their enterprise in a liberal spirit, thus | 

a ensuring dividends to their shareholders and. allowing foreign interests | 
a todothe same for theirs, € | | | oe ! 

|... FT think now, as I always have thought, that foreigners can manage : 
7 great enterprises of any kind far more efficiently and economically than 
, can the Chinese of the present day. Our ability to organize and to carry | 2
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forward great undertakings is due tocertain aptitudes which weexhibit = = = | 

in these directions in a far more marked way tha has been done in | 4 

Asia, to the experience which we have gained, to our legislation, which. eT 

- gerves to protect all interests concerned, and to the superior honesty | | 

which characterizes all classes in our society. Pe Br - | 

- I feel sure, therefore, that in open competition the Chinese could not | 

-have forced us to withdraw from the control of the navigation interests | 

of their coast for a long time to come. But I cannot say thatI feel — | | 

gare that their ability, with government aid, to crush us out indicates I 

- perfectly that they will be able to manage their enterprise in a@ way {| 

which will be entirely satisfactory to their shareholders and the public. _ | 

‘If the Chinese enterprise were one of spontaneous development, and oT 

owed its success to the mercantile aptitudes of the Chinese people, we | 

might feel more content, having a hope that the reprisal of the spirit of | 

enterprise would bring about soon the normal development of their im- |. | 

| mense resources, to the great advantage of this people and the world. | 

There is, however, enough in the circumstances to assure us that the = | 

forces of a higher civilization are at. work here in an effective way. If | 

the Chinese can satisfy the demands which these forces are making | : 

- upon them, they will be allowed to do so in their own way. But de-— OY 

fended, as our intercourse is, by treaty stipulations of an extraordinary = , 

sort, the foreigner has opportunities here which he will avail of when- — | 

ever the Chinese in any way fail to do their part. a a | 

---_Tt would seem, therefore, that China can take no steps backward. ot 

. LThave, &, | | | SS ee a | , 

| ee - oe | GEORGE F. SEWARD. - | 

a oo , No. 65. | : ee 

- oe oO : Mr. Seward to Mr. Fish. | ee | 

- No. 217.] -LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, _ a , 

| 3 ; Peking, March 13,1877. (Received May9.) ss J 

ss Srr:: Soon after my arrival in Peking last year, I asked Dr. Martin, | 

of the Ting Wen Kwan, or Imperial College, for: a statement of the | 

L scope of the institution and its present condition. He has lately handed | 

- to’me the paper requested, and I now transmit it to you herewith. It | 

is very brief, yet complete, and exhibits in an interesting way one phase | 

of the results which are being worked out in this vast empire as a con- OT 

-- sequence of the presence of foreigners. _ oe a | 

__-T have every reason to believe that the most influential men of this oo E 

government are deeply interested in the college, and that they appreciate | | 

the efforts of Dr, Martin and his associates more perfectly than ever =———siJ 

S before. It is not too much to say that the statesmen of China now rec- a | 

| ognize the fact that this country is far behind those of the West in the ae 

arts and.sciences. This has been apparent since the war of 1859-60, | 

- more particularly in military matteis and in the more directly useful | 

sciences. They thought at first that it would be enough for them touse : 

‘foreign appliances, either those purchased abroad or those constructed: , 

here after foreign models, but they are gradually learning that therecan sf 

~ beno satisfactory development which is not founded upon education and | | 

the diffusion of knowledge. So we have their first poor beginnings, the a 
educational mission-to the United States, important enough initself,yet = |
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: | too little for a great empire in the condition of this one, and this high | _ School of which Iam writing. | Se | oe 

. But they are beginnin gs, and there is that in the forces of civilization | 
which will realize them.and make them “the beginning of a time.” . | i I have, &e., | : | Ne | 

: oe | a _. GEORGE F. SEWARD. — : 

os | Oo [Inclosure.] - | oo a 3 

| + Mr. Martin to Mr. Seward. | | 

| | os | | Peeine, February 5,187.0 
, . Dear Srr: Some months ago you did me the honor to ask for a few facts relating to j the present state: of the Tang Wen College. a os 

_The tardiness of my response you will no doubt excuse when I assure youthatithas ’ been occasioned by a desire on my part to wait until certain measures under consider- ) _ ation should take their place in the category of facts. 
: _ This they have now done, and as you read them (under the head of recent develop- ments) you will, I think, agree with me that they are auspices of progress in a wider , sphere than that which the college is usually considered to occupy. . oe 

The operations of this institution are restricted to a comparatively small scale, be- ; | cause the demand for what we may call the new education is as yet very limited, but : | its location gives it importance, and its influence is evidently on the increase. 

. | 1. STUDENTS. - : 

: We have on our rolls 101 names, distributed as follows: | : 7 ye Oo : 
jo In the English school ...... 0122-2 ceeeee cece cee cee ce ccee cet eeececcenseeece cesses BRO - In the French SCHOOL] .. 2. Leelee eee ne cee ewe ce ee ce ce ee eee oe sence cece es cee, 98 : . In the German school ...... 0.2... 0.0.2 cece cee e ween eens ween ceweee cece eens WO 

In the Russian school... 2. 0.2 eee eee cee ee cece ee ce ce ec ee oe oe cce cee 10 , Not studying foreign languages TT TTT et at cece eee ne vena eee e cence een eee ence nese LA 
Of these, fifty-six are in the scientific department, and divided between the classes 2 : 7 of mathematics, physics, chemistry, and political science, most of them making use of | : text-books in foreign languages. The standing of these last in Chinese scholarship is 

also respectable, as evinced by the fact that more than twenty of them have been. | admitted to compete for the higher degrees in the examinations for the civil service, : - and that three of them have won the second degree, and one has taken the honors of. — the third or highest of the general grades. - _— - a | 

| oo 2. PROFESSORS. _ en | | 

, : We have ten professors, of whom six are foreigners and four Chinese; and when our = © | 
_ corps of instraction is completed by the filling of a chair now vacant, we shall have 

, eleven. a ' 
: To these are to be added three regular tutors, all Chinese. oe : Oo | 

| | | 3. WORK OF THE COLLEGE. ~*~ ge one | ! 

i Besides the giving and receiving of instruction, which naturally constitutes the chief | { work of a school, our professors are largely employed in the preparation of books,in which | ; they are aided by our more advanced students. Works on physics, chemistry, and 
diplomacy, (translated mostly from foreign text,) thus prepared, have been published | 

3 mS under the auspices of the college, and the French code, a Universal History, Woolsey’s — | 
: International Law, and other books are now in process of translation. “ 

. Os : 4. PRINTING-PRESS. | - a 

| We have within our groundsa printing-office, which goes by the name of the “ College 
| - Press,” with fonts of type both Chinese and Roman,and six hand-presses.. Whiledoing — | t official work under the direction of the foreign office, this establishment is designed in | to part for the printing of translations made by our professors and students. | 

Besides the books above named, it has recently issued a reprint of an old work on |
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mathematics; and is now engaged in printing autographic poems of the Emperors of | 
the Tatsing dynasty. oe ag eee coe UE Bogs ao : ee add | | . . 

| | 5B, DESTINATION OF OUR STUDENTS. | 

- Our students are all regarded as in preparation for the government service, and are | | 
_ gupported at the expense of the government, somewhat as the cadets in American mili- : — 

tary schools. Itis only lately, however, that they have begun to be drafted away for OR 
- official employment. One of them has been sent to the province of Hunan ‘as exam- | 

iner for mathematics; the opening of such examinations, in the provinces, being of | 
itself a very significant fact. ae me | ; 

_ Two of them have gone as interpreters with the embassy to England; two have | one 
| been named for America; and others will be connected with the consular service,or Oe 

attached to the legations soon to be established in the various European capitals. _ | | 
_ . The establishment of these two services opens to an honorable career, of which, = | , 

“until lately, they had no prospect, and our young institution accordingly feels the = = —— yl 
* influence of this movement as a garden feels the breath of spring. we —_ | 

Se  G, RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. — a coe Cw 

| 1. Steps have been taken to fill our vacant chair of astronomy by the appointment mo | 
| of Professor Mark Harrington, of Michigan University. — - oe 

_ - 2 Buildings, plain, commodious, are to be erected in the spring for a chemical and Woe f 
mechanical laboratory. 8 mS | - 0 a | 

3. Our examination hall is at the same time to be enlarged with a view to.extending © | 
the scale of our operations. ae oo re ee | 

4. The number of our students is to be increased by the drawing of regular levies | Od 
_ from the government schools at Shanghai and Canton. =. - _ 7 I 

-_ §, A curriculum of studies extending over eight years has been published by au- , 
thority of the Tsung-li Yamén. : : | OE 

. - In conclusion, I cannot resist the conviction that the Tfing-wen College, after an | 
. infancy of seven years, followed by a seven-years’ struggle for existence, is now enter- > | 

ing on an era of comparative prosperity. The high authorities of the imperial govern- | 
ment take an increasing interest in its success, and the final examinations of the Chi- | 
“nese year (now drawing to a close) were attended for three days in succession by cab-  _ ; | 
inet ministers and heads of departments who constitute the council for foreign affairs. | 

| Hoping you will excuse the meagerness and brevity of these details, I remain, &c., 7] 
a | W. A. P. MARTIN, =... | I 

| _-President of the Ting-wen Kwan. — | 

| No. 66. a 

ne Mr. Seward to Mr. Fish, oo moe | 

No. 220.) = | Unirep States LEGATION, Oo 
Se a —  . Peking, March 13, 1877. (Received May 9.) - | 

_Srr: I have the honor to hand to you herewith translation of a dis- eT 
patch received from the foreign office, announcing that four new ports | 
will be opened to foreign trade upon the 1st of April next, and my re- | a 

sponse. an ae ee ae 

— This. action on the part of the Chinese Government is in fulfillment of oY 

_ the stipulations of the Chefoo convention. No advices, so far as Tam ; 
. informed, have been received as to the course which the Government of __ | 

| Great Britain has decided to take in regard to that instrument. 8 | 
_ I have requested our consuls at the several ports to give the proper | 

- notice to American merchants within their jurisdiction. : | | 
have, &e., | eae | os — ae | 

| | «GEORGE F. SEWARD. , 

LA a Sg /— [Inclosure 1 in No. 220.) . : | | | 
_ Prince Kung, chief secretary of state for foreign affairs, herewith makes a com- | 

/ munication © : SET oo oe we 
_ _In regard to the four ports of Ichang, Wuhu, Wén-Chow, and Pakhoi, the office of |
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a foreign affairs memorialized the throne, suggesting the 1st of April next as.the date of 
opening them to foreign trade, and that a date for opening the six landing-places upon 
the Yangtze River should be announced after proper regulations had been determined. 7 

| | Upon the 11th instant an imperial rescript was received so ordering. Tais decision 
of His Majesty is, therefore, respectfully communicated to your excellency, in common 

| | ‘with the other representatives of the several powers. — | os 
, Peking, March 12, 1877. ne | a 7 SG 

: To GEeorGE F. Sewarp, Esq., Sc. SO | | - | | 

7 . ; . [Inclosure 2 in No. 220.]. . - — a | 

! Be - Unirep States LeGaTIon, 
| i Co _ - Peking, March 13,1877, 

| Srr: Upon the 12th instant I had the honor to reeeive your Imperial Highness’s dis- = 
| patch, informing me that the ports of Ichang, Wuhu, Wén-Chow, and Pakhoi would be 

opened to foreign trade upon the Ist of April next, and that a date for opening the six 
/ landing-places upon the Yangtze River would be announced after suitable regulations 
i _ had been agreed upon. oo | Bo . - | a 
i _. . I have instructed the consuls of my government at the several ports to communicate 
| the contents of your Imperial Highness’s dispatch to our people. os 

I have, &c., = oO 7 | | 
- - | | . GEORGE F. SEWARD. 

a _. To His imperial Highness PRINCE KUNG, fe. ~ | oe oe | 

| - . No. 67. an Oo 

po a a Mr. Seward to Mr. Fish. | oe oe 

No. 221.) UNITED StaTES LEGATION, : 
po : | | Peking, March 19,1877. (Received May 9.) 

i Sir: I have had the honor to receive your instruction, No. 92, in re- 2 
| gard to services rendered by Captain Stewart, of the imperial Chinese 

gunboat.Sin Ching, to the American ship Enoch Train. : 
| I have communicated with the foreign office as instructed, and trans- — 
1 mit to you herewith a copy of my note and of the response which [have 
| : received. = | Te os et 

po GQ RORGE F. SEWARD. : 

: . - . _ [Inclosure 1 in No. 221.] . oo, / 

7 | a a. | UNITED States LEGATION, 
| | —_ | Peking, March 10,1877, 

a | Sir: I am instructed by the Secretary of State to inform you that a gold watch has 
2 - been sent by the President to the United States consul-general at Shanghai, to be de- 

| livered to Captain Stewart, of the Chinese gunboat Sin Ching, as a testimonial of his 
appreciation of services rendered by Captain Stewart to the American ship Enoch 
Train when in distress near Hong-Kong. He has also directed me to ask Your Impe- 

: _ rial Highness to convey to the same gentleman, through the appropriate channel, the 
: thanks of the United States for the important services rendered by him on the occasion . | 
po adverted to. : 7 : a Oo 

| I have, &c., ee 
, : | : _ GEORGE F. SEWARD. 
i Oo To His Imperial Highness PRINCE KuNG, re 7 | . . 

: 7 . | | . [Inclosure 2 in No. 221.] | 

oe Prince Kung, chief secretary of state for foreign affairs, herewith makes.a commu- | 
{ - °- Dicatign in reply. — SO Oo ES SO = 
, : On the 12th instant I had the honor to receivea communication from yourexcellency, . |
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stating that last year the American ship Enoch Train being in distress near Hong-Kong, cod : 
Captain Stewart, of the Chinese gunboat Sin Ching, rendered assistance to her, and a 
that as a mark of appreciation for his.services' the President of the United States had | 
ordered a gold watch to be sent to the consulate-general at Shanghai to. be presented : | 

| to Captain Stewart; and you further requested that the thanks of your Government.  — : 
be transmitted to him through the proper channels, &e. : | 

: The gunboat. Sin Ching belongs to the naval force of this government, and in afford- oe | 
ing assistance to one of your national ships in distress she was. but. performing a duty. | | 

: _ This mark of appreciation on the part of your government is an act of grace toward El 
the captain of the Sin Ching, and reflects clearly its kindly spirit. | : : | 

The viceroy at Canton has been instructed to: communicate with Captain Stewart, | oT 
_ as-you. have requested. —_ a So | | | 

. Peking, March 18, 1877. ed / Ce So ae 

| To GEORGE F. Sewarp, Esq., ¢e. | no Se my _ | 

| as Mr. Seward to Mr. Evarts. : a ane | 

No. 230.)  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, a 
(OS | Peking, April 30, 1877. (Received June 18.) , 

' Sir: I have the honor to hand to you herewith Mr. Consul Lord’s re- - | , 
port. on Wén-Chow, a. port opened lately under the provisions of the | 
Chefoo convention, and my letter of advice tohimthereupon. | 

You will observe that I have stated that it would not be consistent fq 
' with our past policy to accept an exclusive grant of land at the port in | 

question, and that, while there is no occasion to make haste in appoint- Od 
- . ing a consular agent, a person of another nationality may be chosen, if | 

a suitable American cannot be found. | | , a | 
- Thave, &e., Oe, | oe eT 

Oe 7 - GEORGE F. SEWARD.  ~—3_ [ 

| ' Co _ [Inclosure in No. 230.] | - - | oo 7 | | 

oe . Mr. Lord to Mr, Seward. - : oe a | 

No} | ss UNrrep Sratus ConsuuaTe, | a | oe - oo  Ningpo, April 4, 1877. sf 
a $rr: In my dispatch No. 72 Linformed you that I had received a communication from _ | 

_ Admiral Reynolds, saying that, in compliance with your request, he would direct the — CT 
steamer Palos to be at Ningpo in time to convey me to Wén-Chow by the 20th of March, | q 
at which time it was understood that port would be opened for foreign trade. we, | | 
_ The Palos reached here on the 11th of March, but I did not thinkitdesirabletoleave = | 

| for Wén-Chow before. the 19th. We left on the 19th, and reached the place called the | 
“Anchorage,” in the Wén-Chow River, some five miles below the city, the next day at : | 
two o’clock in the afternoon. It was thought necessary to anchor there and await the — - | 

_ flood'tide the next morning. Thenext morning, the flood tide making,the steamer went | q 
up to the city. _ i as | . | a : ss - . | 

Po _ There had been some doubt.as to whether vessels of any considerable size could get | | 
: up to the city. But the Palos, drawing twelve or thirteen feet, had no difficulty; and a | 

from the soundings taken, I judge that.at high water vessels of much larger draught —__ | 
could go up; and when up. there was good safe anchorage. While we were there the __ | 

_ Chinese gunboat No. 10 (I donot know ber draught, but she was a vessel of considerable _. | 
size) came in and went out, and I heard of no difficulty. I took some pains to find out | a 
what. prospect trading-vessels visiting this port had of reaching the city, and from all aon | 

| +» I could learn I think their prospect is favorable. Very large vessels are not likely to | 
go there, and I think will find Jittle difficulty beyond that of waiting, when necessary, for as | 

| nigh water. And if there should be vessels too deep to venture up to the city, at nearest | 
they would not need to Hie more than five or six miles below it. The river clear up to. | 
the city is quite wide. It has, however, many shoals; and from “Anchorage”-up the : | 

_. ehannel I believe is somewhat narow and crooked. . Oe eT
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: | _. The city of Wén-Chow is of the same class as Ningpo, but is, I judge, lessinsize and 
_ population. The country about, as to hills, plains, and water-courses, resembles 

2 : Ningpo, only the hills come nearer to the_river and to the city. Indeed, the hillsin. - 
_ some places reach the river; and there are several small hills inclosed or partly in- | 

I “closed by the city wall. The general appearance of the country from the harbor is 
i very pleasant. The city is an irregular square or rectangle, lying on the south bank 

ofthe river. The north or opposite bank of the river would have been a much pleas- 
| _anter place for a town. A town located there would have been more open to the . 

southern breeze in summer, while it would have been better protected by the hills 
: | back of it from the cold northern windsin winter. Then, too, a great desideratum, res- 
: | -idences facing the south would have Jooked out on this broad and beautiful river. | | 

The streets of the city are somewhat irregular, but they are cleaner and better paved . 
7 a than most that I have seen elsewhere in China. The houses and shops are by no means 
3 large or elegant. There is, however, an air of stir about them. The people seem gener- 

ally busy. - : | | oo 
The business of the place seemed to be small, or at least to be done in small portions. 

I did not notice any large warehouses or any considerable amount of transportation 
, going on, either by boat or coolies. It was not, I suppose, the season for business, and 

in a business point the place may have appeared to disadvantage. Still there were - 
i. quite a number of junks in the harbor, and loaded junks were every day arriving and 
: departing. a os as ; | 
: _ Soon after our arrival. I was introduced to a native gentleman, who was a person of 
j- intelligence, and who, I learned, was the leading merchant of the place. He seemed - 

to think that the place had natural resources for a considerable trade. It only needed. 
, capital and enterprise to develep it, and these he seemed to hope would now come to it. . 

T asked him what natural products there would be for exportation. He said the chief 
. of these would be alum, iron, tea, and lumber.. The imports would of course be such as 

_ the Chinese needed elsewhere; but these might not be large, as the transportation in- 
, land was somewhat difficult. : fe a , oe a 
| As soon as convenient after our arrival I communicated with the Tao-t’ai. He had 
: ~ acted as such officer a short time in this place some eight or ten years ago, when I had | 
, - made his acquaintance. In my call on him Commander Wise accompanied me, and — 
{ his call in return was received on board the Palos. We called also on the district . 
J _ magistrate, this being necessary in order to facilitate arrangements in the matter of a 
|. foreign ‘settlement. Both these officers were very courteous and obliging in all our 
i, intercourse with them, and I must add that while we were there I neither saw nor LO 
‘a heard anything on the part of the officials or people but what was entirely friendly. + — 

And from all I could learn, there was a general feeling of gratification in the prospect 
of foreign intercourse; and I think that it is more than probable that much of this 

, confidence and good feeling is owing to the just and kind behavior of a couple of | 
i. English missionaries, who have been laboring there for several years. Among the 
, circumstances that gave me this impression I may mention this: The Chinese gentle- 

. man to whom [ have referred as the head merchant and leading man of the place 
invited Commander Wise and myself to dine with him. We accepted his invitation, |. 

, ' and found as our fellow-guests these two gentlemen, who our -host said were his inti- 
_ mate and good friends. — . . 

, _ Some time previous to our visit to Wén-Chow, I had learned from the papers, as also 
from other sources, that the port had been visited by Mr. Davenport, British consul 

| at Shanghai, and that while there he had arranged with the Chinese authorities fora 
: British concession. On our arrival there and making inquiry in regard to this matter, » | 

I was shown the ground conceded, and minutely informed as to its boundaries and 
/ terms of concession. These: terms seemed to have been carefully considered, and I 

judged them to be both liberal and fair. They were put in the form of a joint arrange- 
| : ment, which was signed and sealed in duplicate by both parties. Inclosure No. lisa —. 
Z copy, with a hasty translation into English, of this document. oe oe | . 
: I had not, you know, been definitely instructed as to the course I should take in 
) such a matter, but I deemed it safe and right to ask for ourselves whatever had been 
2 : conceded to others. In this matter of course we could not have the choice of locality. | | 

3 7 The English had already procured this. But with this exception, which, after all, may | 
_ prove to be of no very great importance, we have obtained all that they have. The | 

- concessions are equal in size, and they lie side by side on the south or city bank of the 
: river. That of the English is nearer to the city; but ours, even the farthest limit of - 
7 it, is little, if any, more than a mile away. The ground of them both is low, and at : 

. present does not look particularly inviting; but for the purpose intended it seems the 
- most eligible place there is near the city. Bs — . 

- Our agreement or deed of concession (a copy and translation of which you will find. , 
in inclosure No. 2) is, as you will see, much the same.as that of the English. And, as 
you will also see, either of them can be given up, if not approved, or altered if the © 
place should prove inconvenient and a better one can be found. oo 

, I informed the Chinese officials that Wén-Chow, in regard to American interests, —
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was at present under my jurisdiction; that.it was contemplated to have a consular | 
agent there as soon as convenient, and. that. till then they could communicate directly =  — [ 

- with me at Ningpo should anything ‘arisé needing my attention. So PT 
fe On reaching Wén-Chow I found some officers of the customs already there. Mr. H. - | 

_ «  E. Hobson, commissioner, was in charge. I asked this gentleman, in case any Ameri- | , | 
t. can vessels should enter the port before the consular officer should be there, to allow 7 

them to enter at and clear from his office, their papers on entering to be deposited | 
with him; and he kindly consented todo so. = = 5° =. re | oe. 

| IT have not yet. found any suitable person to nominate for consular agent. Itisde- | , 
sirable, of course, that such officer should be an American citizen. But if no suitable, a 
American can be found going there who would be willing to accept it, what would — | 
you think of nominating one of some other nationality? on ’ 4 

: oe, - Oe Rae Es : - EDWARD C. LORD. | : , 

a | [Translation] | ee | | 

|. Agreement made between Fang, intendant at Wén-Chow, and Edward C. Lord, United 4 
| - | States consul for Ningpo and dependencies. . . : oes] 

. Whereas arrangements have been made for opening for trade the port of Wén-Chow: a 
now, therefore, the said intendant and consul agreed to select a piece of ground lying | 
outside of the east gate of the city, in the place called Choo Pah Poo, beginning at | 
the east limit of the English concession and extending along the river 250* measures, | 
and extending from the river to the distance of about 90 measures, for an American - fo | 

- . gettlement, where American merchants nray erect hongs, warehouses, and dwellings. 7 | 
-. for their use. The grounds thus included may be temporarily used by their proprie- | | 

. tors; but these proprietors may not lease, sell, or dispose of them to other parties, ME oe | 
| either Chinese or foreigners. © oe, | a oe | 
_.. When the consul shall have arrived at Wén- Chow, and building-sites shall be | 

- wanted, he, with the intendant or with the officer whom the intendant may detail, , 
: shall fix a fair price for them. The proprietors shall not demand a price too high nor.  =——s—t—é«<O@S 

shall American citizens insist on one too low. Both parties shall agree to what isfair, ss. | 
And when the price shall have been paid, the proprietors must give possession —_— ST 

_._. When the consul shall have arrived at Wén-Chow, and the ground shall have been - = — JJ 
measured, it shall be permitted to put up stone landmarks, with theinscription cut on ~~ | 
them, “‘The American Settlement.” If an American merchant shall need ground for | 

' use, on application to his consul the consul shall designate it for him, and he shall be | | 
| allowed to rent and use it. Public roads, and all matters within the settlement, shall | | 

be under the control of the consul. ; | 
At present, on account of the rains, the ground cannot be carefully measured; but _ oe 

| ss the intendant will direct the local officer to make out a list of its proprietors, and to | | 
|. inform them that they may not rent or sell their grounds to others... | 

. As to the depth or shallowness of the river, accurate measurements have not yet - 
been made, so it is not known whether steamers will be able to come in and anchor, | 

, or whether they will have to anchor at Chwang Yuen K’hean, at Poo-Chow, or at some = = 
other place. -It may happen, therefore, that American merchants will wish to put up ols | 
buildings at the place of anchorage elsewhere. In which case, notwithstanding this ~ | 

_ . agreement, American citizens, in accordance with the twelfth article of the treaty —_ : 
made at Tientsin, will be allowed to rent grounds and erect buildings wherever they , 

- ' may choose. a . | - a we Eee i | | 
If this agreement should fail to be approved by the American minister, or if Ameri- | 

can merchants should prefer to select a different place for a settlement, then it will — | 
not be carried out, but will be regarded as of no effect. | Boe ets eS | 

| This agreement is drawn up and executed in duplicate, so fhat each party may have — | | 
- a copy to keep on file for reference. Oo . | on of 

| Boundaries: On the north, the river; on the south, a line 90 measures from the  §=——>—s—____‘ ff 
river; on the west, the English settlement; and on the east, a line 250 measures from. : | 

. gaid settlement. = . ogy - oe | Os | 

| Pee | FANG, [t. s.] oo gg | 
ae | eg ; | ... Intendant at Wén-Chow. — srelge | | . Bg EDWARD C. LORD, [t.s.] . . | 

| Lo) VES SU PROM Sy NB Sige iae ‘U.S. Consul for Ningpo, §e. — ET 

Kwang S8ii, 31 year, 2d moon, 13th day. (March 27th, A. D..1877.) | ae : | 

og arc _ *A measure is 10 Chinese feet, | geet |
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ares - . [Inclosure 2 in No. 230.} oF | PBN : 

: ee | | Mr. Seward to Mr. Lord. — os \ fs 

1 oS No. 22:] | 7 _- - LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, ©. 
: i oO ne _ Peking, April 30,1877. 
i | Simm: I have had the honor to receive your full and interesting report on your visit to 

_ the new port of Wén-Chow. _ a | — oe 
, I entirely approve of your course with the authorities, and hope that relations so. 

| pleasantly begun will continue to the satisfaction of all concerned. It seems hardly 
fo possible that the district marked out by you and the intendant as an appropriate 
1. place for the residence of our people will be needed by them for many years to come, 

, if ever, and even should it be needed it would not be altogether consistent on our | 
a _ part, in view of the positions taken up by us heretofore, to claim exclusive privileges 

in it. I think, therefore, that it will be well for you to inform the intendant that, — 
while it may serve the convenience of the Americans who settle at Wén-Chow to find . 

: a district appropriated for their residence, we do not care to ask that the given district. | 
; be retained for the exclusive use of our people, and that we shall not interfere with 
fo the roads, or undertake any municipal matters within it, without the full consent — _ 

- and accord of the local authorities and the authorities of any foreigners who may hap- 
; pen to establish themselves there. : | . | , 

an If, as I hope, Wén-Chow is to prove a place of considerable trade, it will be desirable: — 
ce for us to establish a consular agency atthe port. =| a oad ive 

i _It is not necessary that the-agent shall be a citizen of the United States, andit: 
7 | would be better to choose a.person from another nationality,if one of satisfactory | : 

. qualifications can be found, than to intrust the duties to an American who could not 
‘ee be relied upon to represent us in a creditable manner. I see no occasion for haste. 
y Iam, &e. ee | . 

; 7 Oe GEORGE F. SEWARD. 

; a No. 69 
| ne Mr. Seward to Mr. Ewart a 

No. 237.) - -- LEGATION OF THE UNrrEeD STATES, 
: | oe Peking, May 8, 1877. (Received June 18.) _ 

fo _. Sir: The chamber of commerce at Shanghai, as I have. heretofore 
. informed the Department, are taking much interest in the proposal to 

1 establish a mint in this country, and for the last year a committee of 
: their body bas been engaged in the collection of information, and in : 
— studying the question of the unit of coinage which could be most con- . 
: | veniently adopted. With afeeling, however, that the government may 
7 . not be willing to hear their representations, they have hesitated to send — 

_ up the data which they have collected, and a statement of their views 
fo on the points mentioned and the genéral subject, until they have assured | 
f themselves that a disposition exists to look upon the project with favor. | 

| They accordingly addressed a note to the foreign ministers here, on the 
L 12th of March, asking for information whether the scheme in question 
fo is likely to be entertained. Linelose a copy of their note. Upon the — : 

_  -—-: receipt of this, the several representatives addressed an identical note 
7 to the foreign office, which has been courteously responded to. I inclose | 

copies of the note and. answer, and also a copy of a letter which Mr. : 
| _ Butzow, as dean of the diplomatic corps, has addressed to the cham- 
fo _ ber of commerce in response to their letter. — ee 

| The reference of the subject to the northern and southern superin- | 
fo _ tendents of trade was made nearly ten months ago, and I have already ~ 
| . °. informed the department that their responses were favorable. The = _ 
3 | early carrying out of the proposal will depend primarily upon the sub- | 
: mission, by one or the other of them, or by Mr. Hart, of a, detailed: - 
fo _ scheme, with estimates of expenditures, &c., the demonstration to be
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: then made of the advantag&s to be derived, and, thereafter, upon the | 
_ general disposition of the-efficials'and boards to: whom the details indi- _ ey 

cated may be submitted. | | oT 
‘The members of the foreign office are so powerful in the government, oe 

however, that the adhesion which they have apparently given to the | 
- proposal goes a long way to assure me that it willnot be many years | q 

/ before China will be provided with the means of coining money. | SO 
+ Thave, &e., | Oe na Bg sas Te 

TE | ss GEORGE F. SEWARD. stk 

| a ‘{Inclosure 1 in No. 237.] es ae Sc | | 

, mie : | Mr. Forbes to the foreign ministers. | cn se TS Le | 

ee reas SHANGHAT GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, - > ae . | 
. Co — oo Behn : _ Shanghai, March 12, 1877, | | oat 

- Your ExceLiencies: In accordance with a resolution passed at a general meeting CoP oss 
of this chamber, I have the honor to address your excellencies on behalf of the mer- — rar 

- . chants of this port,as represented by the chamber of commerce, on the subject of a — Cee 
_ hationalcoinage. = ©... | eee oe | O | 

The object of the chamber in bringing this question to the notice of your excellen- we | 
cies is to solicit the combined action of the foreign representatives, with the view of | 

. inducing the government of this country to establish a legal: fixed standard of value . od 
_ and a national currency, the want of these aids to trade being deemed a great impedi- . 
ment to the extension of commercial intercourse between foreigners and natives, as gd 
also to the development of the native trade. = | Noe | 
. There exists at present, as your excellencies will be aware, numerous arbitrary 2 | 

_, standards of value, the usual commercial medium of exchange in the north of China | 
- . .being the tael, which varies in actual worth in different places; while at ports in the ey 

south, and even for certain trades where the tael is generally used, the coin of a for- . | 
eign country isintroduced.: ——-—S- = eR eres 

| It would be superfluous further to urge upon your excellencies the advantages of a 
. legally-established general unit of value for the whole of the empire, as this is recog- 

nized in all Western countries as necessary, and it is hoped that the ministers will view _ 
the proposals of the chamber with favor and ultimately induce the Chinese Govern- - 

| ‘ment to give practical effect to the merchants’ suggestions, at least so far as the trade | 
, with foreigners is concerned. . re es 

_ The chamber has collected information regarding the original cost. and the. working _ 
_ of a mint, and ‘at a subsequent time will be glad to be given an opportunity of offering - | 

_ some remarks upon the description of coin to be legalized and other matters connected of 
| - with the subject; but before troubling your excellencies with details, the. chamber mene 

| deems it advisable to solicit an expression of your excellencies’ opinion upon the gen- 4 
, eral question, and upon the prospect of the scheme being favorably entertained by the 

native authorities. oo, Ls , So a Oe ge 8 4 
| | Thave,&c., - oo | ee ae a ca 

| a , | _ Ff. B. FORBES, | OE 
re oo oo , . - as ce . Vice-Chairman. | | 

' as oo : : oe |Inclosure 2 in No. 237.) Se : - a Sas . - . . 

| ) | | Mr. Seward to Prince Kung. neers we : | 

| 7 : foe - Se , LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | - oe 
| ay Le . | Peking, April 2, 1877. WS 

| Sir: Foreign merchants in China are continually exposed to grave inconveniencein = | 
their commercial transactions because of the absence of any Chinese coin offixedand = ~—:«CfJ 
uniform value throughout the empire. . Son oe oT 
The chamber of commerce of Shanghai, which represents the larger proportion of for- = ~—*& 

eign mercantileinterests in China, has again called the attention ofthe foreignrepresent-. =  —_—_ f 
atives to this question, in the hope that, submitted by them to the consideration of the - oe 
imperial government, it may receive a satisfactory solution. This question deserves, = ° ~~ [| 
without doubt, the most serious consideration. I doubt not that your imperial high- . | 

| ness recognizes this, and that you will favor the discovery of some suitable means of oe |
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| | removing the inconveniences of which foreign merthants complain. It is with this | 
conviction that I have the honor to address myself to your imperial highness, with the 

_ request that you give to this subject that consideration which it demands, and that 
, | you will kindly inform me whether the imperial government does not judge it expe- _ 
: dient.to take some measures in the direction indicated. The creation of asystemof. . 
: coins would seem to be the most. sure and simple mode of arriving at this end, and it 

is particularly with regard to this mode of ameliorating the present system that I 
: _ desire to be informed as to the disposition of the imperial government. re | 

: I have, &c., | Ds ee 
| GEORGE F. SEWARD. | 

- [Inclosure 3 in No. 237.] | | a oe : 

Zz - Prince Kung to Mr. Seward. | . | 
; | | | : PEKING, April 9, 1877. 
to A few days since I had the honor to receive a note from your excellency setting forth : 
: that foreign merchants in the transaction of business in China meet with difficulties 
; because China has no gold and silver coinage, and requesting my reply as to whether’ | 
: it would be possible to establish a mint and a system of coinage, &c. : | 

According to Chinese law, the revenues received by the treasury board from the sev- 
eral provinces, and the revenues sent forward by the several provinces, are all received | 
in the treasury tael of pure silver. This is established by Chinese law, and there is no 
variation from it. Regarding. the quality and weight of silver used in mercantile 

: | . transactions in case it is not -paid to Chinese officials, it is regulated by the convenience 2 
of the merchants in the several provinces. In case it is to be paid to the authorities, —_— 
it must be equivalent to the treasury tael of pure silver. ‘ | 

2 Having received your excellency’s note with contents, as mentioned above, the su- 
perintendents of northern and southern trade have been instructed by this office to 
take into consideration the circumstances of the several provinces, whether coinage is 

i . possible, and how uniformity can be secured, and to report to this office for its farther | 
- consideration. When their replies shall have been received, I shall have the honor of 

7 addressing your excellency again. — Toy ges , Os, 
: a [Cards of prince and ministers.] 

2 . re aeae a : [Inclosure 4 in No. 237] " — not EE SS : 

: Mr. Butzow to the chairman of the Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce. s a a 

| Peng, May 1, 1877, 
, Sir: In consequence of your letter dated the 12th March, the representatives of | 

Germany, the United States, Spain, France, and Great Britain, and myself addressed | 
Z - the Chinese Government, in order to eall their attention to the disadvantages under - 

| _ which the foreign merchants in China are working in the absence of a national cur- 
‘Yrency and of a uniform standard of value. oo | | 

: _ The,step taken by us has elicited from the Tsung-li Yamén a reply satisfactory, in so 4 
i. far as it states that the superintendents of trade of the northern and southera ports — 

have been instructed to submit to the government their opinion on the establishment 
- of anational currency... . 

I beg to request you, sir, on behalf of my colleagues and myself, to communicate 
the above to the chamber of commerce. You will be made acquainted in due time a 

. _ with any further information that mayreachus. In the mean time we shall be glad to | 
a receive from the chamber such remarks as they may desire to offer upon the descrip- | 

tion of coin which should be issued, and upon other matters connected with the sub- . 
ject. : - : 

’ T avail myself, &c., | | | | 
: | | | . 7 _ : BUTZOW.  . 

: Mr, Seward to Mr. Evarts, a 

No 289] U rp States LEGATION, | 
i Peking, May 12, 1877. . (Received June 29.) . 

Sim: [have the honor to hand to you herewith aslip cut from the North | | 
t China Daily News of the 20th ultimo, which reports that the foreigners |



fee pas CHINA 101 - | 

employed in the Woosung Railway service have been re-engaged for 
| a further period of eighteen months. The railway has not yet been —~— { 

_ turned over to the Chinese, but it would seem that the latter must have = — f{ 
-. intimated their intention to operate it upon coming into possession and | 

their desire to retain the foreigners mentioned. This result is satisfac- | 
_ tory and justifies the statement heretofore made by me that the govern- | 

- ment do not really regard railroad enterprises with disfavor, although = ~— ff 
too little in earnest, or too fearful of the consequences of their introduc- = J 

} tion, to enter upon their construction. — See : | Soe aE 

a : - GEORGE F.SEWARD. © | 

| . oe | Oo : So | : [Inclosure.} 7 a - oh . : 5 j 

| Ce oe _ [From the North China Daily News.} fe Is | 

a - ee | SHANGHAI, April 20, 1877. | 
7 Yesterday the foreign employés on the Shanghai and Woosung Railway commenced —s—s_—si| 

the term of their second period of engagement of eighteen months. It wasatone time _ | 
: thought uncertain whether at the expiration of their first term ofeighteen months,some, _ | 

or even all of them, would not be sent home. The fact of the second term being com- | oT 
- menced without any change speaks favorably for the permanency of the line, and the Pee sl 

‘probable extension of railway enterprise in China. | oo ee Ee | | 

Mr, Seward to Mr. Euarts od 

No. 240.] a - Unrrep States Leaation, = =  — | 
| | Peking, May 12,1877. (Received June 29.) sf 

Sir: I have the honor to hand to you herewith a letter which [have © | 
received from the consul at Amoy, in regard to the establishment of a  —s J 
municipal body, for the control of roads, &c.,in the district occupied by = * — [ 
foreigners at that port, and my response thereto. | 

I shall hereafter send to you the report of the case at Shanghai, re- = f[ 
: ferred to in my dispatch, with such remarks on the general subject as oF 

may seem pertinent. SO a | 
Thave,&c, ~~ oo Me | a Se we | 

TS | ss GEORGE F. SEWARD. | gee | 

= f : e - 4 7 oe, , [Inclosure 1 in No. 240.] : mo . / a - & & : os oS 

Mr Henderson to Mr. Seward. os oe - = : 

| No. 46.] — Fee RE : ‘UNITED STATES CONSULATE, : oT 
oy ns me | —  Amoy, March 12,1877. | . | 

Sir: I beg to hand you under this cover a copy of some proposed municipal regula- | . | 
tions which were recently agreed to at a public meeting of the foreign residents of . | | 
Amoy, and transmitted to the consular officers on yesterday, with the request that we = ~~ J 

- obtain for them, if possible, the sanction necessary to give them the force oflaw. The 4 
- consular officers accordingly agreed, yesterday, to forward the regulations to their ee 

| respective ministers and recommend their adoption, at the same time requesting the Gee] 
- ministers, should they approve the rules, to obtain for them the approval of the Tsung- OIE : 
— WYamén. a a ae eee | | 

In compliance with the request of the community and the agreement of the consuls == ~——f 
_ referred to, I now have the honor to submit these regulations for your consideration, ies
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i. - . and respectfully request that, if they meet your approval, such action be taken on | 

them as may be necessary to make them binding on citizens of the United States. at 
fo this port. | - SO me | | eo 
i I may further remark that, owing to the absence of the regular Tao-t’ai at this time, | 

the assent of the native local authorities has been neither solicited nor obtained for | 
, : the rules. _ a - ° | eas , ! 
1. , But I am not sure that their assent would be af all necessary, even for the informa- - 

. tion of Tsung-li Yamén. I wiil forward for your use a Chinese translation of the rules | 
: by next opportunity. — oe a a | 

. Iam, &c., a : ee 
; . ) 7 | J. J. HENDERSON, | | 
| | a ) , | Consul. 

: | | [Inclosure 2 in No. 240.] oo Oo | 

po a mc Mr. Seward to Mr. Henderson. | | : " 
: No. 25.]. | on | _ PEKinG, May1,1877 00 
i Sir: I have the honor to recur to your dispatch No. 46, ahd to say that I have con- oo 
{> sidered the matter therein dealt with, in concert with my colleagues, the ministers - 
, _ for Russia, Germany, Japan, Spain, France, and England, and that we are of opinion — | 

. that if it be desirable to establish a municipal organization for the control of roads, 
t &c., upon the island of Koolangsoo, at your port, it- will be better to secure, if Ppossi- 
) ble, their acceptance by the local authorities before sending them to us to be submit- 
i _ ted to the foreign office. We are also of opinion that the rules which have been | 

_ proposed are unduly complicated, and that simpler ones should be agreed upon. 
ae In this connection I may inform you that a revised code of rules for Shanghai was 

to presented to the land-renters there in the spring of 1875, which might well be taken | : 
Po by you as a guide in preparing those for your port. — | - , 
fo . ' The principles to be observed in the framing of rales which shall be binding upon oo 
, eur people will be clear to you upon perusal of the case of the Shanghai Municipal oo 
: _ Council vs. Fogg, which was heard in the consular court at Shanghai two or three. 
} years ago, and which was fully reported at the time in the North China Herald. You 
; . will find some interesting dispatches on the same subject in the book of diplomatic 

correspondence for last year, in reference to municipal matters at Nagasaki. a 
Iam, &c. | pe ee ae — : 7 7 GEORGE F. SEWARD. , 

, res NOT Does gS a - 

ae | | Mr. Seward to Mr. Bvarts. Bo 

3 No. 241.] Oo _- Unrrep Starrs LEGATION, 7 
: : : | 7 Peking, May 12,1877. (Received June 29.) ! 

| Sim: I have the honor to hand to you herewith a copy of a letter, : 
, number 48, fron the consul at Chin Kiang, reporting his visit to Wuha, to ! 
| open it to American trade, and a copy of my response. | 
: As the port mentioned is within easy reach of Chin Kiang, asIT have > 
i not yet heard that any foreigners have settled there, and as a consular | 
a | agency ought not to be established inconsiderately, I have requested - 
} _ Mr. Colby to report to me further before nominating an agent to you. — : 
Lo. I have, &c., | a | 2 : ra | GEORGE F. SEWARD. © | 

: De : | | [Inclosure 1 in No. 241] a : . / 7: | | : 

I te, Colby to Mr. Seward. = : 
1; No. 48.7 SO So UNITED Starrs CONSULATE, a 

| | _ - rot Ce Chin Kiang, April 26, 1877. oo 

2 Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part I have taken in © 7 
: | connection with the opening of the new port.of Wuhu, to foreign commerce. By pre- | 
| vious arrangement with Captain Fyffe, commanding the United States steamship Mo- >
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- nocacy, it was agreed that he should meet me at Wuhu on his way down the river | | 
- from Ichang on or about the 23d:instant, and remain with me there until I might consum- oe 

mate the necessary arrangements with the Chinese officials of that port for the placing . —— 
of a United States consular agent there and for the adoption of such.measures as I © eT 

- might deem necessary and proper for the protection of American interests at that port. Ae 
-T accordingly set out from here on the 20th instant, accompanied by my Chinese oe 

os writer and Mr. W. F. Walker as interpreter. . I arrived at Wuhu on the evening of the ee 
22d, where I found Captain Fyffe with the Monocacy already in waiting. On Monday ae 

- morning I opened a correspondence with the Tao-t’ai, stating my business and request- | | 
| -ing-an interview, which was cheerfuliy accorded me at 2 o’clock p. m., of that day, at | 

which time, accompanied by Captain Fyffe and three other officers of the Monocacy, eee 
: J proceeded to the Tao-t’ai’s Yamén, where we were received by that officialina manner | 

. befitting our respective stations. - Co a oo we | 
At this interview I informed the Tao-t’ai that it might soon become desirable on the a | 

|. part of the United States to place a éonsular agent there, in which event it would be — | 
expected that he would receive such respectful consideration as a representative of the = | 

_ United States would be entitled to. Further, that I should expect that-all American” 
_ eitizens who might see proper to locate at Wuhu, would receive immunity from Vvio- | . } 

lence or insult, and that they would be accorded every facility for trade and commerce. a 

-. to which under treaty they were entitled. To all this he assured me that our agent oT 
should be cordially welcomed and respectfully treated; also that American citizens od 

- ghould be free from molestation, and merchants encouraged to engage in commerce ; ed 
in fact, he said that they were anxious to have foreigners come and engage in business. nf 

| [declined to locate an American ‘settlement, thinking it preferable to await future = = = [ 

_-... developments and wants. The interview ended satisfactorily and impressed me with ST 

a feeling of strong friendliness upon the part of the natives toward foreigners. . , 

In the evening the Tao-t’ai addressed me a,note saying he wished to call upon me at | | 
10 o’clock a. m. the next day. _I expressed in reply a willingness to receive him,and = => — 

- designated “on board the Monocacy” as the place. At the appointed heur he arrived ee el 
- and was received in the captain’s cabin. Here we had a further talk upon various | 

business matters, and the Tao-t’ai furnished me, at my request, a listof theimportsand — : 
-exports ab Wuhu, which I will give further on. After an hour or more the Tao-t/ai, oo | 

having first inspected the ship, &c., retired. All matters being concluded between _ ce 
| - the Tao-t’ai and myself, the Monocacy was soon got under way and we left Wuhu with a 

- _-wery favorable impressions of her officials, people, and prospects. == | | 

: Wuhu is in the province of Anhui, and is laid down in the charts as being upon the Ce fe 
south bank of the Yangtze, one hundred and one miles from Chin-Kiang, and conse- : 
quently about two hundred and sixty miles from Shanghai. It has a population of _ oo 
over 100,000 souls, (as stated to me by the Tao-t’ai,) is in the midst of a very fertile dis- : 
trict, and will unquestionably become a prosperous and extensive port of commerce. oe 

It is claimed that the opening of Wuhu to foreign commerce will very sensibly af- | 
fect the tea trade of Ningpo and Ku-Kiang, and the sugar, piece-goods, and opium - oT 

5 trade of Chin-Kiang. The tea-districts of Anhui province are said to be among some. — : | 

| of the very best of China. — ee Lo ete OS | 
_* The following is the list. of imports furnished me by the Tao-t’ai. It will be ob- OE 

| served that in this enumeration he includes native as well as foreign products, which - | 
indicates the real consumption of the districts of which Wuhu will be the inlet and - 

outlet. a - a : oo | | 

Imports.—Native cotton cloth, (nankeens,) foreign cotton cloth, foreign agar agar, = | | 
(for dyeing,) foreign fans, native fans, foreign sugar, native sugar, foreign opium, na- 3 

| tive opium, foreign lung-ngaus, native lung-ngaus, (dried,) foreign camlets, native | 
Jotus-nuts, foreign broadcloths, medium cloths, cotton shirting, and piece-goods,and = - | 
native cotton, cow-hides, medicines, grass-cloth, paper, earthenware, iron, tin, copper, / 4 
hemp, laquer, coal, oils, white wax, and safflowers. . a | 

| ‘Exports.—Alum, preserved dates, paper, lily-flowers, ink, tea, rice, (grain,) mats, . | 
_ dyes, and China-root. | oe oe ee rs : 

, Wuhu was very much injured during the Taiping rebellion, and hertradesoverymuch of 

| . impaired that the native customs was discontinued and was not reopened until July | : 
|. of last year, as it was not until that time that the local authorities felt justified in == — 

Do opening the customs again. The foreign customs, under the supervision of Mr. Wood- | ; 
| ruff, has but recently been opened and as yet has done but little. The foreign steamers | oo 

all stop at Wuhu now, and carry.more or less freight, which latter, am told, is rapidly ae 

__inereasing. There are three American steamers still running on the river, belonging == — [| 
| to a néw company, and it is understood that they contemplate increasing their fleet oe 

' atonce. Dae are ed “| 

|. ‘There are also thirteen American lorchas running on the river, which possessan av- sf 
-\ erage (registered) tonnage of one hundred and thirty tons, all of which will expect to — | 
--geceive their share of freight to Wuhu, and hence expect and require some sort ok. | 
' consular protection there. There are at present no American citizens at Wuhu, but TC. | 

learn of several who contemplate going there to engage in business. pee |
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2 . I strongly recommend having an agent there as soon as possible. Few, if any, per-. ! 

sons will care to go to any of the new ports to reside until they have a consular repre-. 
3 _ sentative there to protect their interests, and I donot regard that those representa- | 

tives are present solely to subserve the interests of merchants only, who perhaps trade 
3 _ as much or more in products of other countries as those of the United States, but by 3 Oe _ their presence, industry, and energy to encourage the introduction of American man- 

ufactures among Chinese merchants who, from their long assimilation with foreigners, 
Oe are rapidly becoming extensive dealers in foreign goods.. And I now confidently ; prophesy that the day is rapidly approaching in China when the Chinese merchant : will become his own importer, having his. purchasing agents in New York, Boston, or - : 7 _ London and Liverpool, as the case may be, at the same time exporting hisown silks, | 

{ teas, &c., to the same agents, and thus eventually become a wholesale importer, ex- : | porter, and jobber in foreign and native goods. = 2 1 I regard it as desirable that when that period arrives the United States should be in oe 
a position to secure their share of such a trade, and I know of no better aid in bringing 
it about than by active, energetic consular representatives at every port. Great Brit- : 

: ain has already a consular representative at Wuhu, her policy being the introduction | , of English manufactures at all objective points, and I think the United States might | 
. wisely imitate her example. oo a Soe : a ;- | _ [am under very many obligations to Commander Fyffe, of the United States steamer 

. _ Monocacy for his kindness and courtesy to me; as also the same for same reasons to | 7 | Mr.. Brenian of Her Majesy’s consular service, and to Mr. Woodruff of the Imperial i . customs. , > | | os Og | : My sincere thanks are due to Mr. Walker for his services as interpreter. — ae | Tam, &c.,. : So | | SOR . 
2 ae ee es ee J. C. S. COLBY. | 
, Hon. GrorcE F. S—Ewarp, ‘ | ee = , - United States Minister, Peking. , 7 | | ee 

| OO [Inclosure 2 in No. 241.) _ Be ee eS ne | 

| : Oo . _ Mr. Seward to Mr. Colby. - S 5 / 2 | , 

No.14.J) 0 ee ae ne ae - Pexine, May 11, 1877, . | 
i _ Sir: I have had the honor to receive your dispatch, No. 48, reporting to me your visit | 
; ‘to the port of Wubu in the United States steamer Monocacy. _ Tg aye : 

_ IL approve your procedure in all respects. oo wh te 
| I do not think that there is immediate occasion for the nomination of a consular 
, agent at the port mentioned; in fact, it does not appear that any of our people, or, in- 

deed, any foreigners, saving the staff of the customs and of Her Britannic Majesty’s _ | 
consulate, are resident there. If hereafter any of our people shall settle there, or, fail- | 

, _ ing this, if any foreigners shall establish themselves at the port from among whom a a 
io suitable agent can be selected, it will be well for you to report to me further,so thatI = © 

may advise the Department whether an agency is needed. = Se 
fo. . I am, &c. SO | | | | a : | , an ot , GEORGE F. SEWARD. | 

J.C. S. Cosy, Esq., | | i ss United States Consul, Chin-Kiang. | | | . 

: es | No.73, 0 , } : | 

| Mr. Seward to Mr. Evarts. oe ee ' 
j No. 243.] oe UNITED STATES LEGATION, | : 

oe eee  —- Feking, May 12, 1877. (Received June 29.) | 
: Srp: On several occasions I have informed the Department thatthe = 

) judicial system of China, as it affects. foreigners who have occasion to: 7 
‘a seek redress from the courts, is in a very unsatisfactory condition. My : 
to _ trade report for 1875, my notes on the German treaty revision scheme, 2 
; my dispatch transmitting the protocol signed by several of the foreign : 
| ministers at this court in regard to the Chefoo convention, the protocot :



HINA ee 105 | 

itself, my dispatch. in regard to the prosecution of claims against the  —s_ | 
Chinese Government and those in reference tothe claims of the mer- = =—— J 

chants at Shanghai, and Mr. Hill’s case, all deal with the subject. es | 
I have also sent one or more notes to the Department remarking © | 

briefly upon the course of justice where foreigners are not concerned. | 

_. My object has been to present to the government an accurate disclosure | 

of the situation, so that there may not exist any wrong ideas as to the | 
- difficulties which foreign representatives met with in defending the inter- | ; 

ests of their countrymen, to indicate how unwise it would be to give up. | 
_ the exterritorial system, and to point the way to reforms which oughtto  —— {| 

_ besecured,if possible ee ee en 
- As a commentary upon what I have thus written, I beg leave totrans- et 

-- mit to you now a translation of a joint memorial addressed tothe Throne —_ [J 

| by the acting governor-general of Fubkien and Chekiang provinces, =| — | 

and the governor of the former. province, in which the vicious routine =| 

and results of the judicial administration in Fuhkien are portrayed in ao 

The effort to bring about a better condition of things in the district, sf 

in question is generally credited to the Governor Ting Jih-ch’ang, who ss 

was formerly intendant of circuit at Shanghai, with whom I was long - | 

associated at that port, and who is an earnest and progressive man. =| 
He is now in charge more particularly of affairs in Formosa, and I hear | 

unofficially that he is urging upon the government herethedevelopment = J 

of the resources of that island. Heis an especial friend and ally ofthe = J 
Viceroy at Tientsin. _ - a Sieh Oa | 

Sn GEORGE F. SEWARD. 

a | | . [Inclosure. ] 7 : cae eg | 6 | 

| _ a | [From the North China Daily News of Shanghai, May 1, 1877] . oe ; | | . - : 

7 MEMORIALS OF THE GOVERNORS oF FUHKIEN AND CHEKIANG. | | | 

APRIL 14.—The acting governor-general of Min-cheh, and Ting Jih-ch’ang, gov- - | 

ervor of Fuhkien, jointly memorialize, representing the urgent necessity that exists for Se 

a modification of the rules in force respecting the custody of prisoners, in order to ss J 

- allow a speedy dispensation of justice to take place. Observing thattheciviladminis- = 

tration in the province of Fuhkien has lapsed into a condition of vicious routine, one PT 
consequence of which is that unsentenced criminals and other parties to judicial cases... | | 
habitually languish in imprisonment, frequently resulting in death, the memorialists — | | 

-_ point out that in order to afford any actual relief it is necessary to undertake a radical — : | 

° and searching inquiry into the causes of the evil complained of. They have already, | | 
on two successive occasions, denounced aseries of officials guilty of acts of suppression. | | 
in connection with reports of law proceedings, and they have at the same time lav- be | 

_. ished exhortations upon all their subordinates to discharge their duties with diligent 

exactitude, to such an extent that they may almost say they have worn away the 
points of their pens, and have brought blisters to their lips in the effort. In the course | 
of six months the cases of 532 prisoners, old and new, have been wound up; but the | 

| misfortune is that in many cases where the official returns show only a few prisoners aie ) 
in custody, there are in reality some scores of persons in confinement. Thus, at | 
Amoy the subprefect had upward of eighty prisoners in jail, and reported barely => | 
half-a dozen. The subprefect at Shih Ma had upward of twenty persons in con- | 

- finement, and had gone on for some time reporting the prison as untenanted; and! eT 
these cases may be taken as typical of the remainder. Not only is this what happens. es | 
as regards the magistrates themselves, but prisoners are confined by the underlings. | oe 

-. -without the knowledge of the clerks and secretaries, while these again commit persons. ) 
- to custody without the knowledge of their official employers. Farmers and laborers | 
_ or petty traders once cast into prison, their entire household knows not a moment’s: | | 
peace, and their release is not effected until land and houses, nay, it may be, wife and oT 

| children, are sold and interest brought. to bear on their behalf. The official sits at his. | 
_ chess and wine, while the people are offering up supplications, to which there is none |
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| tolend anear. Verily, the sound of their woes and anguish may well suffice toevoke  =—s_—> 
cf the visitation of drought and to arouse the wrath of Heaven. Since the memoralists be- 

: oe gan their work of scrutiny, prisoners to the number of 1,246, borne on the lists sent in | : 
| a from the various districts, have been. released, but they have no doubt that thousands a 
; - more are still confined, of whom no report is made, or who are surreptiously held in 
| -duranee by the official underlings. Most marvelous of all are such instances as that J 
| , of the magistrate of Show-ning, who, when stringently called upon toexplain whya 
i. prisoner named Li was still detained in custody more than a year after he had: been en- 7 

| titled to his release by act of grace, replied that the prisoner was so fond of confinement . | 
{- that he did not wish to be set at liberty ; and of the magistrate of Tsiang-loh, who, 
: when called upon to report why a prisoner named Yang had been so long in jail, re- 
: | _ plied that the man had been handed over by ene incumbent of the office to another 
{ ‘during a long series of years, and that no particulars of his case were on record! Other | 

anstances of the kind might further be cited... There are at present in all the districts 
, _ of the provitce some 290 odd criminals in prison, whose trials are not yet at an end, - 

: Oo and 620 odd prisoners in addition to these. The prisoner who has been longest in con- 
i finement is one Wéng I-ioh in the Fub-ts’ing district, who has been twenty years in 

jail; and other instances of imprisonment for twelve, eleven, and ten years are recited. | 
| _ The majority of these are individuals connected with charges of murderor robbery, = 
| with violence, but some have retracted confessions made in the first instance, under | 
; torture, while others are simple accessories, or even persons who, declare themselves 

| _ to be the victims of false accusations. The courts, bound down by the letterofstanding — 
| regulations, do not venture to pronounce a final decision. And the consequence is that | 
: prisoners who, if they had only been sentenced, might go-free, in conformity withthe 
{ _ terms of the Imperial amnesties, are detained in perpetual imprisonment, owing to some 
2 contradiction in their depositions, first and last. -In order to remedy the crying evils 
. _ thus exposed, it is prayed that the existing regulations'may be modified so as to enable a 
| _ general jail delivery to be held, irrespective of the limitations of time prescribed by = 
; the rules affecting trials, for all cases dating from before the year 1875, exception being 

a made in the case of persons who have retracted confessions made in the face of direct f 
1 testimony, keepers of gambling-houses, promoters of litigation, kidnappers to hold to — 

_, ransom, and evil-doers of this class, who, if set free with the rest, would be certain 
: _ either to betake themselves to the profession of brigandage, or to drift into connection. © 
2 . _ with alien sects. It is proposed that this class of prisoners may be kept in custody for 

| a fixed term of years by being chained to blocks of stone, but not locked upin prisons. = 
. For all subsequent cases, it is proposed that the regulations enjoining dispatch in pro- 

, cedure be duly enforced. An apology is made for some delay in sending forward the = 
present memorial, owing to the departure for Formosa of the governor, Ting Jih-ch’ang, = 

. by whom it has been drawn up. rns oe 
a Rescript: Let the boards concerned consider and report to us. — ay . 7 

jo a a Mr. Seward to Mr. Evarts. I 

No, 252.) | Ss UNITED STATES LEGATION, | 
| —— _ Peking, May 19,1877. (Received July 27.) 4 

Sr: Recurring to my dispatch No. 240, as I have learned that Mr. | 
: Henderson has not furnished the Department with the proposed muni- | | 
fo cipal rules for the port of Amoy, I have the honorte hand to youacopy = _—|/ 
: of them herewith | er | an 

_---- | have the honor, &c., 7 Cc | a | | 
po a _ GEORGE F.SEWARD. 

oF - , ae — [Inclosare.] ce aS . Co 

7 a PROPOSED MUNICIPAL REGULATIONS. — oe 

_ Ist. That the limits wherein these regulations are binding bé the island of Ku- | 
| langsoo. a as - 7 

2d. In order that due provision should be made for the making of roads, building 
public jetties and works, and keeping them in repair, and for cleansing, lighting, = | 

: ‘watering, and draining the settlement generally, establishing & watch or police force
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therein, establishing sanitary regulations, paying the persons necessarily employedin =~ , 
- any municipal office or capacity; and-for raising money’ by way of loan for any of the OE 

purposes aforesaid, the senior consul shall in the tirst week of December of each year, | 
"or on the requisition duly made as hereinafter mentioned, convene a meeting of all OF 

persons entitled to vote as hereinafter provided, to devise ways and means of raising re 
- the requisite funds for these purposes; and at such meeting it shallbe competent for = 8 — § 

the said persons, or a majority of those present, to declare an assessment in the form of | 
a rate'to be made on the land or buildings within the said limits; and it shall also be - | 
competent for the said persons, or a majority of them as aforesaid, to impose other | 
rates and taxes for the purposes aforesaid in the shape of wharfage-dues, license-fees, vous | 

'-- 3d. It is further provided that the said land-renters, and others as aforesaid,shallap- - = 
- point, in the mode. hereinafter described, an executive committee or council to consist | 

of not more than five persons, for the purpose of levying the rates, dues, and taxes  - .  [ 
hereinbefore mentioned, and applying the funds realized from the same forthe pur-- | 

poses aforesaid, and for carrying out the regulations now made; and such committee, | 
when appointed, shall have full power and authority to levy and apply such rates, eS 
dues, and taxes, and recover the same from all defaulters in the court under whose ~ oe 
jurisdiction such defaulter may be. pa | oo 

- . 4th. When in pursuance of these regulations the above-mentioned committée or coun- eid 
cil shall be duly elected, all the power, authority, and control conferred by the by-laws | 

| now sanctioned and annexed to these reguiations, and all the rights and property, | oe 
_ which, by such by-laws are declared to belong to any committee or council as afore- | 

said, shall vest in, and absolutely belong to,such committee or council, and totheir — . | 
- successors in office; and such committee shall have power and authority, from timeto _ a 

-. time, to make other by-laws for the better enabling them to carry out the object of | ST 
these regulations, and to repeal, alter, or amend any such by-laws, provided such other | | 

| by-laws be not repugnant to the provisions of these regulations, and be duly confirmed | | 
and published, and provided also that no by-law or amendment by the committee | : 
under the authority of these regulations, except such as relate solely to their council, es 

| or their officers or servants, should come into operation until passed and approved by | a 
the. consular body, in consultation with the Chinese authorities and the rate-payers in os | 
special meeting assembled, of which meeting, and the object of it, ten days’ notice | 
_shallbegiven. | oe cae Oo | ee a | 

- 5th, And whereas it is also expedient that due provisions should be made for the mo 7 
_ auditing of the accounts of the said committee or council, and for the obtaining the = =  —-— J 

| approval and sanction of them by the rate-payers in public meeting duly assembled, it = == | 
is provided that the said audit and the said sanction and approval shall be made at | 

“the annual public meeting convened as hereinbefore mentioned. . = . | 
6th. It is further provided that any penalty or forfeiture, or fees, or licenses provided . | 

for in the by-laws tramed under the authority of these regulations, and imposed in | | | 
pursuance of such by-laws, may be recovered by summary proceedings before the = = —_ JJ 
‘proper authority ; and itshall be lawful for such authority, upon conviction, to adjudge | 

|. the offender to pay the penalty or incur the forfeiture, as well as such costs attending | oT 
- the conviction as such authority may think fit. All fines and penalties levied under | | 

these regulations, and the by-laws framed and to be framed under them, shall be car-  __ oY 
vied to the credit of the committee or council. : | oe eo : 

It is further provided that it shall be competent for the senior consul atany time = : 
| when it may appear to him needful, or upon requisition of ten of the rate-payers, to . | 

call a public meeting, giving ten days’ notice of the same, setting forth the business cre 
for the consideration of which it is convened; all resolutions passed by a majority of . . | 

, two-thirds of the qualified voters present at any such public meeting, on all such mat- _ | 
’ ters aforesaid, shall be valid and binding on the whole of the rate-payers.. At such | 

| meeting the senior consul present shall take the. chair, and in the absence of a consul — | | 
then such rate-payer as the majority of voters present may nominate, who shall report 
to the consular body the resolutions passed at each meeting, for their concurrence and = 

| approval, and unless such approval be officially given such resolution shall not be FT 
valid and binding; provided, always, that a term of ten days shall elapse betweenthe = | 
date of the resolution and the signitication of approval by the consular body in con- — | 

 gultation with the Chinese and local authorities, In all cases in which rate-payersin _ | 
public meeting assembled as herein provided decide upon any matter of a municipal | os 

/ nature, not already enumerated, affecting the general interests, or impose any newor is 
_. extraordinary tax, any person considering himself. prejudiced in property or interest _ Oe 

| by the resolution may, within the period of ten days aforesaid, represent his case to | | 
-the consular body in consultation with the Chinese local authorities, for their congider- | 

- ation. After the expiration of the term of ten days the consular approval, if signified, | 
shall be binding. FD , “ a | So hs , 

8th. It is provided that members of the municipal council shall be elected by ballot | 
ata place appointed by the senior consul fourteen days previous to the annual meet- ~~ | 
ing, and that at all meetings the following persons shall alone be entitled to vote, viz: | |
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{ Land-renters, recognized agents acting for firms who are land-renters, and ‘persons 
1. holding formal authority to act as proxies for absent land-renters, and all tax-payers | 

of five dollars and upward per annum. oo oe eS | 
- ‘9th. It is provided that on or before the 15th November in each year, it shall be com- : 

| petent for every person entitled to vote for the election of the council, to send in writing’ 
to the senior consul the names of five duly qualified persons, accompanied by their 
agreement to serve if elected, attaching his signature tothe memorandum. The names | 

_ of all persons proposed will then be circulated and exhibited in the consulate offices. . 
On the day appointed for the election, should the members proposed exceed the re-. 

1 quired number, a ballot will take place as set forth in the foregoing regulation. | 
10th. All rate-payers of six months’ residence in the settlement, having paid all 

1. _ taxes due, and whose annual payment shall amount to the sum of twenty dollars and 
upward, shall be qualified to be members of the municipal council. : | 

| 11th. In case of vacancy or vacancies occurring in the committee or council during 
! ‘ the municipal year, the council shall be authorized to fill up such vacancy or vacan- 
: . cies as they occur. = — . | - a meee ? 

a 12th. The council shall enter upon their office immediately after the annual meeting, — 
and at their first meeting the new council Shall elect a chairman, secretary, and treas- = 

, urer. In the temporary absence of the chairman, the members present at any meeting . 
j | of the council shall elect their-chairman for such meeting. ee 

— 13th. The council may from time to time appoint such officers and servants as they 
i. think necessary for carrying out these regulations, and fix the salaries and allowances : 

- of such officers and servants, and may pay the same ont of the municipal funds. and 
4 . make by-laws for the government of such officers and servants, and may discontinue / 

| or remove any of them, from time to time, as they shall think fit... re | 
fo 14th. The council shall administer the municipal funds for the public use and benefit — 

| at their discretion, in accordance with the object and view expressed at the general : 
| meeting, and within the limits of the budget passed thereat ; and a statement shall be 

drawn up by them at the end of each year for which the council has been elected, 
; showing the nature and amount of the receipts and disbursements of the municipal 
; —_ council fund for that year; and the said statement shall be circulated for general in- 

formation at least ten days before the general meeting is convened. | 
-- 15th. No matter or thing done or contract entered into by the council, nor any matter 

1 or thing done by any member thereof or person whomsoever, acting under the diree- 4 
\ tion of the council, shall, if the matter or thing were.done or the contract entered into 
: bond fide for the purpose of executing these regulations, subject them or any of them 
: personally to any action, liability, claim, or demand whatsoever; and any expense J 
: properly and with due authority incurred by the council, member thereof, or person 
: | acting as last aforesaid, shail be borne and repaid out of rates levied under the author= 
} | ity ofthese regulations, Pee Soke 

16th. lt is provided that all disputes between rate-payers and others and the council, 
| , in which the former conceive themselves aggrieved, shall be submitted to a special court, © | 
i consisting of three persons.annunally elected by the consular body, in consultation with 

the local authorities, whose decisions shall be binding. ©. - | oe 

OS 7 BY-LAWS. | ae | : 

i. 1. The entire control and management of the roads, jetties, public buildings, sewers, 
, _ and. drains within the limits of these regulations, and all sewers and drains in and 7 

under the roads, and all the works and materials thereunto belonging, whether made at 
the time of the passing of these regulations or at any time thereafter, and whether / 
made at the cost of the council or otherwise, shall vest in and belong to the council. — 

r 2. The council, and none other, shall be surveyor of all highways within the limits _ 
of the aforesaid regulations, and within those limits shall have all such powers and  ~ 

_ _ authorities as such surveyors of highways are ordinarily invested with, oo 
| _ 3. The management of the roads, streets, bunding, and jetties, and the laying out 

and repairing thereof, shall-be vested in the council, and all material, implements, and 
other-things provided for laying out and repairing said roads, streets, bunding, and jet- . 
ties shall belong to the council. ee | - a | 

4. The council may stop up any road or street, and prevent all persons from passing 
along and using the same during the construction, alteration, repair, or demolition of 

a, any sewer or drain in or under such road or street, but. must. allow access to houses. | 
5. Every person who willfully displaces, takes up, or makes any alteration in the 

pavement flags or other materials of any streets, bunding, and jetties under the man-_ 
agement of the council, without their consent in writing, shall be liable to a penalty | 

: a not exceeding twenty-five dollars, together with the cost of replacing the same. 7 
. 6. When any building-materials or other things are laid, or any hole made in any of 

| the roads, whether the same be done by the council or not, the person or persons caus-— 
7 ing such hole to be made shall, at his own expense, cause a sufficient light to be fixed
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ina proper place on or near the same, and continue-such light every night from sun- ee 
| setting to sunrising, while such, material .or .hole remain ;,,and such person shall, at eT 

his own expense, cause such materials or other things and such hole to be sufficiently OS ts 
fenced and inclosed until such materials or other things are removed, or the hole filled — | 

: up or otherwise made secure ; and every such person who fails so to light, fence, or in- os | 

close the same, shall for every such offense be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty- : | 
- five dollars. : | | | Jon anova He 

7. If any building, wall, or hole, or other place near any street be, for want of suffi- | 
cient repair, protection, or inclosure, dangerous to the passengers along such street, the - 
owner shall repair the same, or, in default, the council shall cause the necessary repairs OSs 

| to be made, and the expenses of the same shall be recoverable as damages trom the _ : | 
| owner. Do TERRE SGN P EG ug Ro PE Bk Adee ee | | | 

8. The council may give notice to the owner or occupant of any house orother  * . ; 

. building to remove or alter any porch, shed, projecting window, step, or any other ob- on eae I 

-_gtruction or projection erected or placed against or in front of any house or building | 
within the limits of these regulations, and which is an obstruction to the safe and con- - , 
venient passage along any road or street, and such owner and-occupant shall, within oe ag 

- fourteen days after the service of such notice upon him, remove such obstruction or’ Bo | 
alter the same in such manner as shall have been directed by the council, and in de-. oe 

: fault thereof shall be liable to a penalty not. exceeding ten dollars, and the council in | 
. such case may remove such obstruction, or projection, and the expense of such removal | 

shall be paid by the owner or occupant so making default, and shall be recoverable as — | 

. damages. — | a ae a | - - , 
10. In the case of any stagnant pool of water, pig-sty, cow-house, stable, privy, or | | 

any other building, constructions, or thing being proved a nuisance to the occupiers | | 
- of adjacent lots, or to the public, the secretary of the council shall forthwith give aE 

notice to the owner, or reputed owner, agent, or occupant, that such nuisance must be | | 
removed ; and if the same be not removed within a time considered reasonable by the — | 
council, the council may abate such nuisance at the expense of the owners of such — | 
property, the same being recoverable as damages. ee ee ass | | 

| ~ 11, No spirit-shop or house of entertainment of any. kind shall be opened within the — | 
limits of the settlement, without a license first obtained from the council, counter- — | 

- signed by the consul of the applicant’s nationality, under a penalty not exceeding oe E 
one hundred dollars, recoverable from the person committing such offense. oe . 

--. 12. All persons causelessly creating a noise or disturbance, and all persons guilty of | | 
ae furious and improper riding or driving, or leading horses upon the roads to the endan- | 

germent of passers-by, or. obstructing the fair-way to or from the landing steps,or who , | 
shall commit any act which may legitimately come within the meaning of the term = ~~ | 
nuisance, shall be liable to.a penalty not exceeding ten dollars. ee en | 

| _ 13. No cattle or horses shall be allowed to go loose at any time, or to be tethered in | 
the roads of the settlement, under-a penalty not exceeding five dollars. Oo , 
_ 14. It shall be lawful for any officer or agent of the council, and persons called by , 
him to his assistance, to seize and detain any person who shall have committed any a | 
offense against the provisions of these by-laws, and hand him over to the proper =~ , 
authority; provided, also, that no person shall be arrested or detained in custody | 

. further than may be necessary to prevent disturbance or to secure the identification of | | 
the offender, or to prevent his escape. | Bo . Jag oon eo | 

_ 15. Every penalty or forfeiture imposed by these by-laws, made in pursuance thereof, - ~ s | 
- the recovery of which is not otherwise provided for, may be recovered by summary oo 

proceeding before the authority concerned; and, upon conviction, the offender shall | 
pay the penalty or forfeiture incurred, as well as such costs attending the conviction | , 
as such consul shall see fit. | | - | oT 

--: 16. The discharge of fire-arms beyond the limits of persons’ own premises is prohib- ues | 
- ited: under penalty not exceeding ten dollars for each offense, unless specially sanctioned | 

by thecouncil = « . .. - eee eee | ee eee | 

oo Mr, Seward to Mr. Evarts. . | BT 

No. 273.) 000 |  UNtrep Srares LEGATION, | 
_ -Chefoo, June 16,1877. (Received July 25.). | | 

Sim: I have had the honor to mention to the department the fact that OE 
in a part of Northern China the rains failed last year, and that the peo- | 
ple have suffered from a famine in consequence. 7 oes oe et
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j So far as we know the distress has been greatest in the province of | 
/ .  Shan-tung, within which this part is situated. It bas extended north, : 

; ... however, into Chili, and westward into Shanse, Shense, Honan, and — 
Kansuh. We hear, indeed, that its results in Honan and Kansuh have | 

| been very severe. | oo : aan 
_... The Netherlands minister to China, Mr. Ferguson, resides here, and 

has given attention to the reports which have been brought in from the - | 
famine district in this province.. His information is set forth briefly in 

| the inclosed. copy of a letter which he addressed to his countrymen in 
| this part of the world in March last, at which time foreigners generally | 

to in China and Japan were making an effort to extend all possible relief. | | 
, __ The total amount of the sums subscribed by foreigners has not been 

declared, and it is not easy to arrive at it, as they have been paid in 
i | and expended at different times and. different places. It cannot fall | 
| much short of $40,000.’ This will be considered a large sum to be con- _ : 
‘ee tributed by so few people. The good which has been done with the 

; money cannot be measured by the value of so much money in the west. 
| _ Among a people so simple in their wants, a few dollars go almost far-_ 2 

ther than would the same number of tens of dollarsin the west. = its 

ir __ The almoners of this charity have been the missionaries of different: | 
i; denominations who are resident in and near the distressed districts, 
\ — notably Mr. Richards, of one of the English missions, and. Dr. Nevins, 2 
po of the American Presbyterian mission. The latter returned a few days. : 

since, having expended all the means with which he had been provided, 
\ about $10,000. He has confirmed to me the general correctness of Mr. 
fo Ferguson’s letter, and assured all that the number of deaths in this 

_ province must be. counted by tens of thousands. There were about 
J _ 80,000 people in the district where he operated, and he reports that, in ii 

ft an exaggerated way, the survivors insist that half of them would have 
{ perished but for the aid which he brought. He says that the officials | 
, and gentry rendered almost no aid where he was, but he hasheard that. 

a in other districts they have done better, a | 
3 _. Thad some conversation about the famine with a few of the members. i 
i of the foreign office before I left the capital, and I seized the opportun- | 

, ity to point out to them the fact that the extension of railways and the 
i introduction of varied industries are relied upon in other countries to 

mitigate such occurrences.. I thought it due to our common humanity ! 
to point out by indirection that a government cannot be excused in this | 

. age for the abandonment of its people to widespread and horrible dis- | 
Po tress, disease, and death. © — a | oe | 
po , I had an opportunity, also, to bring to their attention in another way 

HO the charity which foreigners have extended to the sufferers. I was told 
_. beforehand that the foreign office would not be pleased to receive this = — 

| . information, but I could not believe it. The result is that the Yamén. 7 
addressed notes to the several foreign representatives asking us to re- : 

| turn the thanks of the government to our respective nations for their 
: - benefactions. : Be — | 

: _ There is a prospect of excellent crops at the approaching harvest. — : 
i  Thave,&e, = 9 - Be, - a 

| | re -.. GEORGE F. SEWARD. 

: — | | | :
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he as, -. [Inclosure]} © a oy 

| o [From the Shanghai Courier and China Gazette..] , a , 

7 Ce ; Oo NETHERLAND LEGATION IN CHINA, _ 7 : 
oo . oe _ . Wednesday, March 14, 1877, | 

To His Netherland Majesty’s consuls and subjects in China, Japan, the Philippines, Hong-Kong, | 
/ oe Macao, Cochin China, Siam, Siraits Settlements, and India: , 
_. GENTLEMEN: It was pretty generally known that during the summer and autumn of LE 

last year various parts of the provinces of Shantung and Chihli had suffered from a oo , 
| drought which would result in more or less distress from the.scarcity of food that must = ; 

— necessarily follow, and, indeed, symptoms in themselves grave began to be manifest — | 
as winter approached, though only trifling as compared with what has occurred. _ Ho 4 
Toward the middle of November regular communication from reliable sources in the eT 

interior of Shantung ceased, and native report was the only source of information as: | | 
a to the condition of the suffering province. It appears that in. the interim matters were oe E 

- - becoming daily more and more aggravated, and that the aid given by the Chinese Gov- - | 
ernment toward the suffering districts proved not to be sufficient, sothat urgentappeal.s— | 
was made td the people of other provinces and the foreign communities in China. — | 

- About the 25th of Janiary communications were again opened with the coast; but, . oes | 
unfortunately, the first letter, coming through Chinese hands, only reached its desti- | 

“ ;nation long after subsequent accounts, which confirmed the worst fears and depicted | | | 
a state of unutterable distress.. The word which now reaches us says that thousands | : | 

| are already dead of starvation and thousands more are starving. | ee | | | 
| The principal scenes of these sufferings in Shantung are eight hiens, viz: Liu-ku, I-tu, | 

- Chang-ol, Wei-hien, Lo-ngan, Show-kwang, Ling-to, and Po-ling. Of these, Liu-ku suf- © | 
fers most, and gets 10,000 taels in relief from the 43,000 taels granted for all by the gov- | 
ernment. But though the distribution of gruel has doubled, yet the suffering has more’ : af 
than doubled.’ The people have eaten up the little crop they got in the autumn, and | oe 

: - now are in the direst plight, and their cry is no longer for rain, but for life. | 
With reference to the extent and degree of sufferings, the following details will give | _ | 

an idea: . A moderate hien contains about 1,000 villages. Villages of 500 families report | a 
- 300 persons dead of starvation; villages of 300 families, 100 persons; and soon. One — | 

» Village in Liu-ku had 180 inhabitants in it last summer; now there remain 93; 40 are og 
° dead, and the rest gone away. © : : ee ce 

- - The course of the distress seems to be that as soon as the corn is all eaten they resort = | 
to the husks; then potato-stalks, elm-bark, turnip-leaves, acorns, and grass-seeds gath- of 

. ered in the fields. When this is all done, they pull down their houses, sell their timber, Mo | 
eat the rotten sorghum-stalks from the roof, and the dried leaves, which they usually 4 
‘burn as fuel. Thousands eat fuel-leaves, and thousands more die because they cannot ie | 

- get them. Then they sell their clothes and children... Having no more clothes, many = oF 
take refuge in pits built under ground, to keep themselves warm by the fetid breath of | 

oS the crowd, a course whichis bought deariy. For the east suburb of Ching-chow City | 
. there are four such pits. One-third of the number, 240, originally put in them died | | | 

within six weeks, and yet no sooner is a corpse carried out than a crowd is struggling : | 
for the place. All this wrought a great change in the spirit.of the people. Late in the - | 
autumn they were strong and daring, and although life and property were then at their  —s_ | 

-. merey, no popular disturbance of any kind has taken piace. Now,thefarethey had 
- for many months has broken their spirits, and they are quiet and submissive to their | 

dreadful fate.. Starvation by inches faces these unfortunate people, and deputations | | 
| of old’: men who come to beg relief weep like little children before you when they | 

find there is none to be had. Not a day passes but one must refuse to many whoask. | 
it, perhaps the last bit they would have eaten. oe | i, oo | 

The Chinese Government and the people of the other provinces do what they can, | 
| but the calamity is too great to be met by ordinary means. There is a government ht | 

distribution of gruel to the value of six or eight cash per, person per day. Many have oT 
lived on nothing else for two months, and are getting so weak that young men of | | 

| twenty years cannot walk three miles for it. If it isso with youth, how must it be | 
with the infant.and. the aged? Even though the gentry have in many places doubled | 

. the government aid by their contributions, yet it is estimated soberly that there are | 
| districts in Liu-ku where half the people will not live to see the wheat-crop ripe, if =  — | 

‘no support comes from outside. ne Pes ss ee | 
-. Fo all this there is added the one capital aggravating circumstance, the depreciation | 

of the land to about 80 per cent. below its normal value, Next comes the fixing of an ae 
- upward limit for the price of grain, thus preventing the influx of supplies from neigh-- =  ~— J 

: boring provinces. There has been no such famine as this in these parts for ninety years, | 
since the fifty-first year of Kien-lung, (A. D. 1786.) The: number of lives. saved and | | | 

_ orphans rescued will only be limited by the amount of money placed at the. disposal | 
: of the distributors. Thousands may be tided over the famine at $4 per head. Who. — _ |



AID | FOREIGN RELATIONS. | o 

| would not like to be the deliverer of fifty or a hundred human beings from starvation. : 
where nothing but money is to be given? These are the heart-rending accounts 

i. which reach us here daily. This is not pleading for charity to the poor, but for the 
' ransom of their lives. . | — oe Ps 

| I therefore take the liberty to appeal to the Netherland consuls and my country- 
i men in this and the adjacent countries to give a helping hand during this exceptional — 
i famine and distress in the two above-named provinces of China. The Netherland 
; consuls at Shanghai and, at Chefoo will receive all gifts collected by His Majesty’s 
i consuls at other ports in China, Japan, the Philippines, Hong-Kong, Macao, Cochin __ 
q : China, Siam, the Straits Settlements, and India, and hand these collections over to - 
{ . proper persons in the interior for distribution, of which an account will be published / 
| - in due time, in the local papers of Shanghai, for the information of those who have 
L responded to this appeal on behalf of our starving fellow-creatures in China. 
i I have the honor, &c., - Re : i : poe hs «J, H. FERGUSON, 
i | | His Netherland Majesty’s Minister Resident and Consul-General in China. 7 
{ a CHEFOO, March 1, 1877. © He ae a CO | 

| 7 No. 76. Rye ae 

! | a Mr. Seward to Mr. Hvarts.  — oe oor 

No. 282.] UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
} | — -  Chefoo, June.21, 1877. (Received August 18.) | 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I am advised that machin- . 
| ery has already been received from England, through Messrs. Olyphant | 
: _ & Co., for the coal-mines near Keelung, in Formosa, and that the consul ~ 
i at Amoy writes, on what appears good authority, that engineers have 
i gone to Formosa to construct a line of telegraph from the port named , 
, above to Taiwanfoo, and an expert from America has been sent for to 
1 report on the oi] resources of the island. = En oe 
, __ The governor of Fuhkien is now at Foochow on sick-leave. Hishealth 
Po has not been good for many years. As he is one of the few progressive | 
7 officials in the empire, it is much to be aoped that he will have strength 
: to carry out his projects, | 
7 I have, &c., oo | ee ee ee 
: | Oe oe —  GEHORGE F. SEWARD. a 

| | | Mr. Seward to Mr. Evarts. | | a ) 

fo No. 284.] | ‘Untrep States LeGation, 
: a Chefoo, June 29,1877. (Received August 18.) _ 

, Siz: I have the honor to hand to you herewith a letter which has. . 
f been addressed to me by Messrs. Russell & Co., Frazer & Co., Oly- 
7 phant & Co., Fogg & Co., Purdon & Co., and Farnham & Co., of Shang- | 
L hai, who represent in effect all American commercial interests in China, 
: in regard to the difficulties imposed upon them by. the law which requires , 
: that the masters and officers of American ships shall be citizens of the - 
L United States. a Ee 7 oe | 
3 These firms declare that ‘for many years it has been difficult to se- | 
1 cure American officers for American vessels trading in these waters.” 
| It is a matter within my knowledge that during the period of my
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_ charge of the Shanghai office, from 1862 to 1875 inclusive, the rigid en- . 
forcement of the law in, question would often have forced the owners or = _—_—ity 
agents of our vessels engaged in this part of the world tolay up their = — 
ships or to transfer them to other flags. I have transmitted to the De- ee 
partment evidence that this condition of things has continued tothe = = = ~— | 

- present time, and I agree with the writers of the inclosed tetter in be- | ue 
lieving that the supply of American officers will be insufficient hereafter, —— | 

-. although perhaps in a less marked degree. Oe | 
_ Under these cireumstances it would be well, in my opinion, to provide = =  — ff 

| that whenever a consul is satisfied that an American master-or officer, ° 
- or officers of suitable character and qualifications cannot be procured by _ a 

_. the owners or agents of any ship then being ready for sea in a port of | | 
| his jurisdiction, he may allow a foreigner or foreigners to be shipped in _ | 

the vacant place or places. © Suh ath Me SEL a Ds : 
- [may remark that the leading maritime country of the world, Eng- | ek 
land, places no restriction whatever upon the employment of persons not nas 
British in her mercantile marine. Ihavenever heard of anyembarrass- = 

- ment resulting from their legislation, although their, laws for the pro- | 
tection of seamen and of maritime interests generally are in all essential | 
respects more strict than ours. > Boo TR oe ye gs ok | 

- Itmay be said again, that our laws have already been changed some- EF 
what in the direction of: greater liberality. Formerly two-thirds of the _ | 

- Inariners engaged on any vessel were to be American. This restriction _ | 
has been removed, to the great relief of all interests concerned. eo 

. . And again, the engineers of steamers hold places scarcely second in | pa 
responsibility to the masters and mates. There is nothing in ourlaws, = 
which, indeed, were framed before the day of steamers, requiring that = = | 

- they shall be citizens of the United States. If we can trust to foreign oT 
engineers, it is not evident why we cannot trust to foreign officers. : . | 
In my opinion, in fact, it would be well to allow ship-owners to en- | 

- gage masters, officers, engineers, and men alike in the open market, free | ed 
_ from all restrictions of nationality. Butasthisislikely tobe considered = —=§ [ 

too liberal, I have suggested instead such legislation as would givea =  — | 
- measure of relief without seeming to depart from the main objectofmueh ~~ | 
_. of our legislation, that is to say, the “ proteetion ” of the industries of all | ! 

- classes of ourcitizens. I think it well, nevertheless, togiveexpressionto = = —sf 
. my views on the general questions involved. ss 
_ Our navigation-laws provide, in effect, that no vessel ean enter into | 

\ trade under our flag, which has not been builtin our own country.. They oor | 
. require further, as we have seen, that the masters and officers of all our — | 

ships shall be Americans. This is called the “protection” of our ship-.  — | 
- -pinginterests, 

| _. It is manifest, however, that it is not “ protection” of the interests of | 
the owner, but only of subordinate interests, The ship is built, not-for © Bed 
the profits which the building gives to the shipwright, (that isaminor = = | 

~  object,) but for those which the owner can make by, her use extending | 
over many years of time. So she is not sent on her voyage because the | 

. master and officers need employment. They are engaged to subserve = ~~ 
_. the owner’s interests, and they look to him fortheir pay. BT 

It is manifest again, that whenever the employment of a vessel takes _ oF 
her on foreign voyages, she goes where she has to compete with the _ | 

vessels of all the world, and that “protection” for ship-builders-and =| 
- erews, means practically discrimination against owners; = = = ©. | 

There was a time when wooden ships were doing the carrying-trade == : 
of the world, and, as we could build and man such vesselsas cheaply as | | 
any oper people, the unbounded activity of our countrymen won for usa | |
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L - prominent position in navigation. Then came the period of iron steam- 
| ships, and, as these could be built and handled by others more cheaply | 

a than by us, our shipping melted away like dew in the morning. It is . 
po idle to blame Confederate cruisers ; the result would have been the same 

af never one of them had left-port. «| SO eee 
—. It would seem that the time is approdching when we can build iron. | 

Po steamers as cheaply as can be done abroad. Butthis alone willnotput | 

2 -.- 4g on a par with the rest of the world. A steamer is an article of mer-. | 
| '- ¢handise of a very expensive sort, whose value, however, does not de- 

| * pend so much upon the matter of cost, as of the use she can be put to. © 
| It may happen that acres of steam-tonnage may be lying useless inthe 
| docks of England, and the whole fleet of a great company.be thrown 

oo out of employment as a result of vicissitudes of commerce. How, | 
under these circumstances, can the American who is compelled to pur- 2 

is @hase his vessels in a limited market, compete on the high seas with = 
! | those who are free to. buy wherever they can do so to the best advan- © 

| A commentary on our legislation is' afforded by the fact that an | 
| - American company is to-day running a line of steamers across the | 
fo Pacific Ocean under the British flag, Se 

I write not without personal experience of the effect of our Jaws, and 
i > more particularly of a result which has grown out of what our legisla 

, tors would perhaps consider. a failure of legislation. You are aware : 
fo -. that it has been held that our people are entitled to the protection of 

our flag for ships purchased by them, it matters not where, and that = 
| .. while they cannot engage with them, in the home trade, they can use | 

{ - guch vessels on all routes which do not touch our territory. | 
: | It has happened in this way that Americans resident in this part of | 
, 7 the world have enjoyed free trade in ships and have found it-possible to | 
2 | enter successfully upon steam-navigation. It was only the other day that 
7 | a fleet of twenty steamships which had been wearing our flag for a dec- : 
J | ade and a half was sold ‘to a native company operating under the— 

| auspices of the government. . Two or three of these vessels were of 

i American origin; the others were purchased in theopen market or built 

2 to order in England. If the company which owned them had been © 

| obliged to buy or build in America, their enterprise would have failed | 

| ' at avery earlymoment. Oe So | 
| ae — This chapter of the recent history of maritime enterprise is well worthy = 

| 7 _of the attention of Congress, and I hope that it may be thought appro- | 

i priate to study the facts and lessons involved. The founder and con--  ~ 

= stant patron of the company in question, Mr. Edward Canningham, is” — 

i snow resident at Boston, and his evidence and that of his associates can 

|... ‘be easily procured. | ee 
| ---- There is only one argument .against free trade in ships which has. 

pO seemed to me to be worthy of consideration. It is said that if our people 

, oe - are allowed to buy their vessels abroad we shall have no ship-yards at 

_— home, and the art of ship-building will be lost, to our misfortune in peace 
, 7 and war. To this I should respond that there is no occasion to throw 
| ; our coasting-trade open to foreign or foreign-built vessels, and that itis | 
po sufficiently extensive to form, at least, a nursery for our building inter- 
Po ests and a resource in case of need. But, if it be true that our ship- 

: | yards cannot compete with foreign yards, it follows that vessels built = 

fo in them cannot compete with those built abroad, and that we must — 

3 | - abandon the yards or the shipping, with the certainty that if we donot 

a abandon the yards we shall have neither ships nor yards, excepting =~ 

- those which are neede for the coasting-trade or for subsidized lines.
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~ Ido not know one person, calling himself an American, who, upon | 

entering a foreign port, does not look around for the flag of his country, - a 

+ displayed from the shippipg ‘in harbor. Yet, how little interest dolegis- = 

_. lators take in the question, and when they do approach it, with what ed 

~ gumbrous devices do they propose to remedy the present unsatisfactory = } 

condition of things. Subsidies, bounties, and discriminating duties are ssf 

talked of, and the simple and only effectual measure, free trade, is lost = ssf 

sight of. Meanwhile, commerce languishes ; we wonder forwhatreason,  =—— J¥ 

and every one else wonders why we do not see the reason. Sy eT 

~The question, however, is not merely sentimental, and the evilresults — [ 

-* are not measured-by the decrease in the number of ships. -Manyionter-  — [ 

ests suffer in consequence. 
» ‘Phe protection of our manufactures has put them now in such position,  —_— } 

itis said, that our cotton-spinners, for instance, could compete in themore = { 

distant markets of the world if they had suitable opportunities for the | 
shipment of their goods. Away from England, in all directions,run the sf 

-__- gteamship-routes which have been occupied by her people ssi i ssss—SY 

7 There is a departure for China. via the Suez canal, nearly every day = | 

. in'the week. Open competition has brought down the rates of freight = 

to a very low point. Capital follows the course of trade, and banking  ———sYY 

| facilities of the most extended sort are at the command of shippers. So | 

| it happens that while we are making cotton goods as cheaply, perhaps, — | 

as the English, we cannot put them on the markets of the world. Itwil 

be the same with other manufactures. Bd 

a ‘It is no doubt true that. our unstable currency and the high prices sf 

of money, material, and labor, which have prevailed with us, have been  ~—& 

_ the chief agents affecting unfavorably our foreign trade. Butitwillbe —s 

a mistake to suppose that with more satisfactory conditions existing in = =————t—t—éiés*@S 

these respects we shall readily attain to a satisfactory positionincom- — | 

| merce. At best we must work in opposition to countries (notably Great J 

Britain) which have established their hold upon foreign markets, and — | 

- ean be defeated. only, on what has become their own ground, bythe most = | 

skillful and careful management. — : o : 

| Adherence to our present navigation-laws under these circumstances es 

_ may defeat in whole or in great part the foreign enterprisesof our people,  ——s« it 

-- Jeave us in the humiliating position of having no véssels to carry our _ | 

products. abroad, or to bring to our shores those which we purchase — | 

abroad, and preclude the hope of that general participationin commerce =f 

- which seems to be necessary if we are to enjoy succesSinit. =. t—i(isi‘S*SS 

_.-T beg leave to ask, on behalf of the merchants'at Shanghai, that their — [ 

- representation be laid before Congress, and with it this letter,ifit shall =  f 

seem to you worthy to be so dealt with, eT 

F  Tam, &y ee ce 

_ a (et a [Inclosure.} - - . | a eT 

De a SraweHar, May 22,1877, | 

Sir: 
You 

are aware 
that 

for many 
years 

it has been 
difficult, 

and at 
times 

practi- 

| | 
«cally impossible, to secure officers of our own nationality for American vessels trading . 

in these waters. . That this should have been the case is not surprising, whenitiscon-  . =f 

sidered how. great have been the navigation interests covered by our flag in this remote. a 

- part of the world; the entrances and. clearances of American tonnage at Shanghai = = sf 

-. alone having, we believe, for a long time exceeded those at any other foreign port. | 

-. Most of these vessels have been employed exclusively on the river and.coast waters of oe 

-. China, without ever visiting a home port, and their owners have therefore been com- SE 

| - pelled to. fill vacancies on board as best they could, from the small and irregular supply oo. | 
| of unemployed seamen on the spot. Oa es co
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i | _ Tt gives us pleasure to recall that, during the fourteen years of your incumbency as | | 
' . . consul-general here, your earnest desire to promote American interests led you to do | 
i - what you could to mitigate difficulties, the reality of which your constant knowledge ss 
i of: thefacts enabled you to appreciate. . You allowed our vessels to go to sea with foreign — | 
i _ officers, when a refusal to do so would have compelled us to tie them up at the wharves 
: , _. or to transfer them to foreign flags, and. we are glad to understand that our govern- 
i ment, while advised of your action, never saw fit to overrule it. : TA 
i Oo We cannot say what will be the course of our shipping interests in the future; but, 
; . _ at the present moment, the difficulty to which we refer continues in spite of the recent 
1 transfer of the fleet of an American company to Chinese owners, and we see’ no reason 
| _, to expect that the supply of American officers will not remain as insufficient as it has 
i - ‘been heretofore. | eo | So, | we Co 

Looking at. this state of things, it seems.very desirable that the facts be properly  —- | 
| . represented to the government at Washington, with a view to secure appropriate | 
oO legislation. We feel that we can safely trust to your excellency’s long official expe- 

_ Tience for the best suggestion of a remedy, but we may say that an amendment of exist- _ 
| Ing Jaws, which would allow vessels in foreign ports to ship foreign officers where those 
i of our own nationality cannot be had, would meet our views and give us more freedom  —— 
| and certainty in the conduct.of our shipping enterprises. - Lose is a te | 

| With this expression of opinion we beg to leave the matter in your hands for eon- 
{ sideration, and we should be glad if you would forward this letter'to the government, 
1 with such approval or further comment as you may deem proper... ae 2 
i _- We have the honor to remain, sir, your friends and fellow-citizens, == a 
| Se OO . oo oe RUSSELL & CO. - 
| SG — PRAZER & COW 

| | : ere oo OLYPHANT & CO. © 
| - | ee JOHN G. PURDON, — 
{ . . Egat - . .-.. Of Purdon & Co., China. | 
i | | Sena ee - H. FOGG & CO. | 
| . a Ee ge . SO / § C. FARNHAM & CO. : 

po His Excellency Gkorcr F. S—warpD,  — | . FD 
| United States Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, Peking. . - a: 

po Mr, Seward to Mr. Evarts. OER SG 

| an es Chefoo, July 10,1877. (Received August 18.) 
1 . Sir: It is undoubtedly true that the ports opened to foreign trade 
| under the Chefoo convention have not, so far, answered to the expecta- ( 
i tions of the mercantile communities. A recent editorial article in the 
i: Daily News of Shanghai comments on this fact, indicates the reasons, — 

and states the direction in which the ports will, after a time, prove of 
decided advantage to trade. The views expressed entirely accord with 

: my own, and I commend them to your attention. | on | os 

a oe ee GEORGE F. SEWARD. | 

| i es | | | | [Inclosure.}- / oe | . | 

| . ee ae ee [From the North China Daily News.] a | | 

‘Tt was not be expected that merchants would rush to the new ports, as was done at 
| _ the opening of Tientsin and Hankow. .The places now opened to foreign trade areoF 

oe, less importance, and experience has shown that the value of new outports isratheras 
| _ affording fresh points of contact than as. affording remunerative business to resident 
. | foreign merchants. They enable foreign merchandise to be laid down hearer thedoor 
: of the consumer, at a cheaper cost, therefore, as regards freight, than if they were | 

, subjected to various transshipments, and with a greater certainty of escape from . : 
likin taxation in transit than when they are traveling innative bottoms. But instead | 

| of buying on the spot from foreign merchants, the native déalers are tending more and 
| . more to go to Shanghai to make their purchases, availing themselves only of the ma- | |
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chinery of steamer transports to lay. down .their woods at their own place of trade. | oO , 
+. Obviously, the resident foreign merchant, then, has little opportunity ; except at special 

. . seasons at Hankow and Foochow. during the tea-season, for instance, there is little oc- (one 
cupation except for a few commission houses. The great bulk of the business is done aon 
at Shanghai, which tends more and more to become a commercial emporium, whither __ | 

'. produce is brought, and whence foreign goods are sent out from and to the whole of — oe 
_ the Yangtze and northern ports. But even taking all of these circumstances into con- | 
‘sideration, it must be admitted that the opening of the new ports has fallen remarka- sit 

. blyflat. Itmight have been expected that two or three foreign houses would have been | 
at once established at each of these new ports in which Shanghai is interested, but Wén- | 
Chow seems, as yet, to be the only place at which the experiment has been made. Of. =. sf 

. Ichang we know as yet but very little. Itschiefvaluelies probably initsbeingthehead— = = 
| so far, at least, as the present class of steamers is concerned—of the navigation of the — | 

oe Yangtze. - Sha-si, a little lower down the stream, which is made only a port of call, seems . | 
. tobe the chief place oftrade. But we may takeit for granted that steamer-agencies will : oT 

7 shortly be established at Ichang, and we shall gradually learn more about its capabilities... coy 
Wén-Chow and Wuhu, however, seem to be the natural outlets for fertile and well-watered | 
districts, and might become places of considerable trade if foreign energy and capital — OA 
were brought to bear upon their-development.. Clearly they are not places where _ | 
foreigners can expect to go and pick up a business ready made. They are not places - | 
where those who have been unfortunate elsewhere can hope to rapidly retrieve their on 

| fortunes. They are sites of a considerable native trade; but if this trade is to be de- — Lee , 
| veloped so as to be of value to foreigners, capital and energy are required tocollect pro- -- = sf 

-. . duce which used to permeate through other channels. - Both are natural outlets forteas si 
_. producing districts; but such teas as now find their way to foreign markets do so | 
through other channels—to Foo-Chow, Ningpo, and Chin-Kiang. Forthe present year _ 

| these teas have been already contracted for, and will follow their old routes.. If foreign | od 
-.. capital is employed next_year, they can probably be collected at the new emporia, and oe | 

will presumably be laid down there at a cheaper price in view of the shorter distance : | 
to be traveled. It is as advantageous to a merchant to buy produce as near as possi- 

_ ble to the place of production, as it is to land his goods as near as possible to the place Lo | 
of sale; and herein is one object of opening new ports, multiplying: points of contact. oe E 
Even if foreign merchants do not attempt to develop a local business, the providing = ~~. ¥ 

- of greater facility of carriage will no doubt lead the native dealer to collect produce at. | 
_ the nearer port instead of sending it overland to the dearer one... Before the Tae-ping | 

pO rebellion, Wén-Chow seems in fact to have been the emporium of a considerable tea = = = — ff 
| _ trade, the port where the produce of all the neighboring districts was collected; but | 

| this concentration was only an element of temptation to the Tae-pings; sothe producers —. ~ | 
elected to disperse their trade through the neighboring minor ports, and ithas since ~— -f 
continued in the fresh grooves. The opening of the port to foreign trade will probably == = =——s J 

| have the effect of again attracting business to its old center. _ oe . | 

SOS No. 79. Oe ef 

a Mr. Seward to Mr. Evarts§ 

No. 299.] a Unirep STATES LEGATION, © — | 
Q | - — Chefoo, July 11,1877. (Received August 18.) | | | 
_,  Srr: [have the honor to hand to you herewith two slips-ent from _ | | 

the North China Daily News and the Celestial Empire of the 7thin- , 
stant, reporting an attempt to burn the building at Shanghai occupied —s_ ff 
by the consulate-general of DER oe | 

_. L-have no official report from Mr. Bradford, but I learn unofficially —. | 
from him, and from Mr. Holcombe, who was in. Shanghai at the time, ==—sif 
that they have not been able to obtain any trace of the incendiary. | | 

All of the really important records of the office are kept carefully in _ | 
_ large fire-proof safes, and would have been saved probably even if the — | 

- building had been burned. Ships’ papers are kept also in an iron safe, — oY 
- but of less solidity. The building is the one which was constructed .  — f 

after plans prepared by myself, and which were sent to the department = ~— | 
_ two years ago or more. © OE | — OT 

| : Lhave, &c., Be | a oe ea : 
OE | GEORGE F.SEWARD. ~~ if
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| Re 7 SO [Inclosure 1 in No. 299.] ae pO ee a 

Oo a _ [From the Daily News of July 7, 1877.] oo we 

i _ ATTEMPTED INCENDIARISM AT THE UNITED STATES CONSULATE-GENERAL. 2 

' On Thursday evening, about a quarter past eight, the watchman at the United States | 
a - eonsulate-general discovered flames issuing from the upper part of a window in the a 

Lo stationery-room. He immediately gave an alarm, and the jailer hastened to his assist- 

{ . ance, and got into the room. Fortunately the flames had not taken firm hold, and _ 
7 oo water being at hand, they were extinguished before much damage wasdone. Exam- ~——— | 
i -. ° jnation showed that the fire was beyond doubt the work of an incendiary. Somenews- | 
Poo papers had been torn into strips, and with a pasteboard box placed on a deal form, on: A 
|- which a quantity of other paper was also put, while close by was a ream of coarse 
fo . wrapping-paper and many more packages, altogether forming materials for an exten- . 
i sive blaze, which but for being discovered and checked in time would have speedily a 
| ~ communicated with the building itself. As it was, the floor was charred, and the flames — 

| had ascended high enough to ignite the transom crossing the top of the window. That - 
| . the incendiary was well acquainted with the interior arrangement of the building is _ 

- clear, from the fact that a stranger could not have known the position of the sta- | 
ic tionery-room, which is situated on an upper story, access to it being gained through a | 
, OS small anteroom, which is entered from a corridor. This anteroom has three doors, the — 7 

oe lock of each of which was fitted with anironkey. One ofthese keysismissing,andinone. | 
: + Joek was founda brass key. Another conclusive proofthat the incendiary knew the prem- 

ises, and also the arrangements for watching them, is afforded by the mode in which he 
to. . - made his exit after putting his villainous design in practice. The door of the public — 
i. | entrance to the consulate is fastened with a dead-latch, opening only from the inside, 
to. and this was the only door by which he could have left the building, all the others oo 

communicating either with the interior or rear. The watchman states that hesawno . - 
po one either enter or leave the building, and the supposition is that the incendiary must _ 
i have concealed himself on the premises before the offices were closed after the day’s _ 

-. . pusiness. Mr. Bradford, the vice-consul-general, was dining out, and on his return 
made a thorough investigation, the result being that a box of matches, from which 

; oo. some: had been taken, was found, and on the floor, close to where the fire had been, were | 
; found a number of matches which had been struck, but owing to dampness had not —- 

a ignited. Further inspection yesterday morning showed that several reams of paper a 
| were missing, and that a hand-trunk, containing men’s clothes, which had previously | 
7 been stored in the stationery-room, had been taken down-stairs and secreted under a 
| | table in the post-office, quite out of sight; but, it seems certain that robbery was not 
i. the object of the incendiary, for private rooms,in which a good deal of valuable port - | 

| able property was lying exposed, did not appear to have been entered, as nothing was . 
| | ‘disturbed. ‘The affair altogether is mysterious, as no motive can be assigned for it; 
: but it has been placed in the hands of the police, though at present there is no clew to | 
to guide them. ne - ' a a | a 

| . 7 - {Inclosure 2 in No. 299.] | . 

I. . [From the C-lestial Empire of July 7, 1877.] — | | | 

i | An attempt was made on Thursday evening, by some person or persons unknown, to 

yf. burn down the United States consulate. The would-be incendiary, who.was evidently _ 

: well acquainted with the premises, seems to have set fire to some paper in the room de- _ 

ae voted to the storing of stationery, and which is always kept carefully locked. The fire - 

i was seen by the watchman about 8 p. m., when the foreign jailer was called out and the | 

| gonflagration extinguished before any damage had been done to the building or the. a 

Po contents of the room. The watchman must have discovered the fire very shortly after | 

it had been kindled. . SO - oe - |
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- me NO. S000 eT 

re ee Mr, Cramer to Mr. Fishes | 

: No. 405.) _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, ©... | 

| —  Oopenhagen, December 8, 1876. (Received December 27.) sf 

-- Srr: I have the honor to inform you that the’political situation here | : 

| is extremely unsatisfactory to the public. a BO | 

pe About a year ago the lower house of the Rigsdag, the opposition or fy 

peasants’ party being in the majority in that house, was dissolved and ——.—s J 

new elections were held, both by order of the King. But a still larger OE 

opposition majority was returned to that house. — a ; | 
"On the 2d of October last the ordinary annual session of the Rigsdag sf 

--was opened without a “speech from the throne.”. Since then the oppo- | ET 

sition majority in that house has pursued a course of systematic opposi- = = { 

tion by rejecting all, or nearly all, the bills introduced by the ministry | 

that have a pélitical coloring or significance. The most important aod 

among them are the bills contemplating the reorganization of thearmy = | 

(as provided in the existing army law) and navy; the modification of the | 

| tariff; the construction of new forts and war-vessels, &c. The discus- J 

gion of the financial bill has also thus far been delayed. (The Danish 2 | 

. fiseal year closes with the 31st of March of each calendar year.) | | 

: _. Now, according to the constitution of Denmark, the Rigsdag cannot — eee : 

| be in session longer than two months at a time. without the consent of = = J 

) the King. . The first two months of the present session having expired | 

on the 2d of this month, the president of the ministry on that day com- — 4 

| municated to both houses of the Rigsdag a royal resolution, by which — | 
. its session is prolonged till the 2d of February next. It is doubtful -—=  —f 

| whether the King will prolong the session beyond that date, unless the oe | 

lower house should show a will to pass the financial bill before the close | 

of the present fiscal year. That this will be done, is extremely uncer- : 
| tain. On the contrary, it appears to be the intention of the opposition _ oT 

/ ‘majority in the lower house (the upper house having alarge majority on | 

| the side of the government) either to compel, if possible, the present = | 
| - ministry to resign, and the King to select a ministry from among them- | 

selves, or, in case this is not done, to refuse to pass the financial bill, =| 
and thus to. cut off the means of carrying on the government. | 

| Now, it is well known here that the King has an intense aversion to - Ou 

select a ministry from among the opposition or peasants’ party; andthe = 
present ministry has also declared that, possessing, as it does, the full == | 

-  gonfidence of the King, its members will not resign unless men couldbe -  — [ 
found strong and influential enough to carry all the proposed measures — eee 

through the Rigsdag. Thus,-the lower house on the one side, and the _ | 

upper house and the executive government on the other, have virtu-: | 

| ally come.to a dead-lock in legislative matters. What.will be the out- =| 

come, is difficult to conjecture. It is supposed that, if the lower house | 
refuses to pass the financial bill, or passes it in such a form as to be un- | 

acceptable to both the upper house and the ministry, the latter will then. — | 

adopt a provisional financial law; in which case the lower house would oT 

impeach the ministry before the Rigsret. The much-discussed. question, | 
_ whether a ministry has the right to adopt a provisional financial lawin | 
ease the regular financial law has, for some reason or other, failed to be |
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i _. passed by the Rigsdag, would then have to be settled by the Rigsret. 
_ Lhe Rigsret, whose sole business is to decide constitutional questions, . 

_. is composed of the ordinary members of the supreme court of the king- : 
| _ dom together with an equal number of members of the upper house of | 

| the Rigsdag, who are elected by that house for a term of four years. 
| How the question referred to would be decided by the Rigsret, no one 
fo -has ventured, so far as I am aware, to express a decided opinion. oe 

| , dtappears that Denmark, if it has not yet arrived, will soon arrive at | 
po a constitutional crisis; and while there is much dissatisfaction at this 

state of things among all classes of the population, it has as yet pro- : 
| duced no disturbance of the public peace, and it is not likely that it = 

: will. : a , 7 —_ 
| lam, &ce., ee ee | . | | 
i. So a oo M. J. CRAMER. | 

oe So SO No8k00 ce | 

| | OO Mr. Cramer to Mr. Evarts. oe 

: No. 423.] | - ~~ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 

oS - s Copenhagen, April 9, 1877. (Received April 26.) | 
| | SIR: Referring to my dispatch No. 405 of the 8th of December last, 
| a _ in which I stated that the political situation here was extremely unsatis- 

_ factory to the people; that the united left or peasants’ (anti-govern-  . 
i mental) party had a large majority in the lower house of the Rigsdag, 
: | while the national liberal (governmental) party had a large majority in 
i the’ upper house; that the two houses would in all probability be. — 

, unable to agree on the financial bill; that it appeared to be the inten- — 
po tion of the opposition party in the lower house either to compel the 

ss present ministry, like two of its predecessors, to resign, and the King — 
fo ‘to select one from among themselves, or to refuse to pass the financial. | 
L ‘bill in an acceptable form; that the King had an aversion to select- 
2 ing a ministry from among that party; that in case that bill failed to © 
: become law the executive government would in all probability adopt a 
: provisional financial law, &c., I have-now the honor to further inform — . 
? | you that the dreaded constitutional crisis has arrived. = | : 
| Qn the 2d of October last the ordinary session of the Rigsdag was 
3 | opened, and on the 4th instant it was closed, after both houses had | 
: failed to agree on a financial law, by order of the King. As a last resort : 
1 the financial bill was, a few weeks before the adjournment of the Rigs- 
: ° dag, referred to a joint committee composed of fifteen members from 
2 | each house, sixteen members of which belonged to the governmental _ 
, | party and fourteen to the anti-governmental party. Mutual concessions 
, . having been made, it. had at one time the appearance as though an 
, ‘acceptable compromise could be arrived at. But just atthat moment — 
fo - amember of the opposition party proposed a resolution to the effect  — 
2 that the joint committee declare it as its sense thata financial lawcould 
I not be agreed upon unless the ministry resigned. The majority of the 
fo committee rejected this resolution, and. there being now no longer a | 
| chance for a compromise, adopted one recommending to the Rigsdag the - 
7 ~ adoption of the financial bill in the form in which it had been passed in 
: / the upper house; while the minority report recommended the adoption  —- 
| of that bill in the form in which it had originally been passed in the 
i . lower house. When this subject was the order of the day in that house, — :
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the president of the ministry asked twice for permission to speak thereon, | 

but the speaker simply ignored. him, though: the:constitution gives the | 
ministers the right to speak on all legislative and political questions as | | 

- often as they think it for the best. =. : | a E 

| The joint committee having failed to agree upon a.compromise, the we 
two houses refused to recede from the positions which they respectively | 

- oecupied previous to the appointment of that committee. Hence, no | 

financial law was passed for the fiscal year 1877-78; that of the pre- — | 
vious year remaining in force only until the fifteenth of this month,and, | 

- therefore, Denmark has now no regular financial law, unless the execu- | 

| tive government adopts a provisional one, which, according tothe con- J 

| - gtitution, it has aright to do under certain-circumstances. In the event — | 

| of aprovisional financial law being adopted by the executive government, = , 
then the Rigsdag must be called together within two months from thedate | 

of such a law for the purpose of ratifying it. Should the Rigsdag refuse a 
to sanction it, then the ministers who countersigned it are to be im- | | 

| peached before the Rigsret, by the lower honse of the Rigsdag. (How | 
the Rigsret is composed, I have described in my dispateh No. 405, ofthe = J 

8th of December last.) Should the Rigsret acquit the ministry, this ver- | 

| - dict would be a virtual official declaration that the executive government ==- sf 

had the right to adopt a provisional financial law whenever the two | 

) houses of the Rigsdag could not agree in passing the regular annual = 

financial law. On the other hand, should those ministers be found guilty | | 

| of having violated the constitution of the kingdom, that decision would © 4 

be equivalent to a denial of the right of the executive government to __ | 
adopt a provisional financial law under any circumstances. | | : 

It has not yet transpired what the executive government will doin | 

_. the present crisis. They have, as yet, only seven.days in which tode- : 

—. gide upon a course of action. According toreports thereisagood deal : 
7 of excitement among the inhabitants of the different provincial districts, | 

- though no disturbance of the peace has as yet taken place. The popu- eT 

| - Jation of Copenhagen is quiet, the majority thereof being on thesideof  . —. | 

| the government. a ~ re 
| As to the probable causes or motives of the present constitutional _ | 

-. erisis the following may be observed: oe oak | 

| ‘1, The constitution gives the King the sole and absolute right {0 ap- | 
--- point his ministers. Neither the Rigsdag as a whole, nor any one of its _ | 

| two houses, nor any political party, has a right to giveadviceorconsent, = = J 
| or in any way to interfere in the matter. The constitution is silenton — | | 
: _ the question whether the ministry should or should not be in harmony  ——_ f[ 
-- with the majority of any one of the two houses of the Rigsdag; hence | | 

|. it does not contemplate a pure parliamentary form of government. _ . | 

2, The constitution grants to neither one of the two houses of the | 
‘Rigsdag a preponderating influence in legislative matters. Both have ——sif 

the same rights and powers, except that the minister of finance is re- | 

-_ .quired to submit the financial bill first to the lower house. | 
_ 8, It is evident from the course pursued by the united left or opposi- — | 

tion party during the past six or seven years, as well as from the tone 
_and purport of the speeches and addresses delivered by theirleaders, = — 
that they desire, (1) to ignore or curtail the rights and powers of the > | 
upper house; and (2) to encroach upon or arrogate to themselves some | ; 

S of the rights and prerogatives of the Crown, in that they, through the _ | 

| financial bill, endeavor to compel the King to appoint.a ministry in | | 
- harmony with their wishes. In other words, they wish to introduce a = [ 

pure parliamentary form of government, similar to that of England or | 

| of Greece, which, however, is. not contemplated by the constitution. |
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| It is but natural that both the Crown and the upper house of the Rigs. 
|...’ dag should sacredly guard the rights and powers secured to them re- | 
i. _~—- $pectively by the fundamental law of the land. They are determined 
i not tu permit the majority of any party in the lower house to dictate to | 
| them terms of peace, or virtually to rule the country through its com- 
i... mittee of finance. Hence, under these circumstances, the King has,up 

- to the present time, refused to yield to wishes of the peasants’ party in 7 
| _ the matter of appointing his ministers, especially since they are said to _ | 
| : have sometimes been expressed in a spirit and form not at all in har. | 
; ss Mony with the spirit of the constitution and the character and preroga- - 
2 tives of the Crown. Besides, it is also said that another reason why | 
, the King hesitates to appoint ministers from among that party, is, that — 

; it possesses no members sufficiently able and qualified for such posi- 
-  tions.- Whether this is so or not, 1 am unable to judge. This judg- 

2 ment appears, however, to be too hasty, if not too disparaging, before | : 
| ~~ an opportunity is given to try the ability and qualification of the lead- 
po ers of that party in ministerial positions, and it is but natural that they - 
to should resent it by making all the opposition they can. Hence, purely 
i; ° personal, if not selfish, motives have had and still have, much to doin _ 
i _ bringing about the present constitutional crisis. ne | 
: | Thave,&, 9.0000 ee 

| a, oo ce ce M. J. CRAMER. © 

oo | NO BR CO | 

po - Mr. Cramer to Mr. Evarts, 

; No. 424,] — TEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, ose 
po | Copenhagen, April 14, 1377. (Received May 3.) . 
i Siz: Referring to the last dispatch from this legation, No. 423, of the = 
; _- : 9th instant, in which you were informed that the constitutional crisisin 
| _ _ Denmark, so long threatening, had at last set in, that the Rigsdag had > | 
! _ failed to pass the financial law for the current fiscal year, April1,1877, «| 
1 ss to March 31, 1878, and that the executive government would in all 

- probability issue a provisional financial law, [have now the honorto 
| | further inform you that the King, on the 12th instant, issued sucha —s_—- 

7 | law under his royal seal and signature and countersigned by hiscabinet =| 
po ministers. It is entitled “A provisional law to regulate the revenues _ 
po and expenditures until the financial law is. given for the fiscal year com- ° 

ie mencing with April 1, 1877, and closing with March 31, 1878,” and © 
fo translated, reads as follows: ee a a —— 
|. ss We, Christian the Ninth, &c., &c., make known: That, since in the ordinary ses- 
i SO sion of the Rigsdag. which was closed on the 4th of this month, no agreement has 7 
i - been arrived at between the Folkething and the Landsthing on the financial law for 
i the fiscal. year 1877 to 1878, we have found it necessary, in accordance with Article 

: XXV of the constitution, through this provisional law, to make such arrangements as — 
-. are required by the general welfare, in order that the government of the state may 

i: be carried on without interruption. Therefore, we order and command as follows: — - 
: ‘$I. Until the financial law -for the fiscal year April 1, 1877, to March 31, 1878, is 
.. given, the government is authorized to meet the necessary current expenses accord-  __. 

"Ing to the regulations heretofore in force; yet so.as not to exceed thetotalsumsand 
: . items mentioned in the financial bill for the said fiscal year submitted to the Rigsdag, =: 
2 | and, also, to meet those expenses allowed by both the Folkething and the -_Landsthing 
. ~ under the single reading of said bill on the 3lst.of March of this year, as well as to col-_ 

| lect the existing taxes and imposts. | na : a | oo 
i° © §IL. This law is to go into force on the 16th of April, 1877, and all whom. it may 
{ concern are to govern themselves accordingly... — oar SO —_



PN eo 0% DENMARK, DBT 

To the law, as published in the government journal, is appended a =~ | 
- memorandum addressed to the King and signed by the ministers, recit- | 

ing the history of the present constitutional crisis, or of the conflict | 

|. between the lower house (Folkething) of the Rigsdag on the one side, mee 

/ and the Landsthing (upper house) and the ministry onthe other. The = | 

| substance thereof is contained in my No. 423. _ oo oo | 

Article XXV of the Danish constitution referred to by the King in _ eT 

his provisional financial law reads, when translated, asfollows: © | | 

‘The King has the power, in case of urgency, when the Rigsdag is not assembled, to. | 

decree provisional laws, provided they are not contrary to the fundamental law. | 

| These laws are always to be submitted to the Rigsdag atits following session. oT 

-- The first part of Article XLVI of said constitution, having reference © a] 

to taxes, reads thus: ‘“ No taxes can be established, modified, or abol- — ae 

| ished, except by law;” and Article XLIX, having reference to the cole = ss 

-. Jection of taxes, reads thus: ‘Taxes should only be collected after the ‘J 

-. adoption of the financial law ; and no expenditures shall be made which — - 

| have not been authorized by the said law, or by a supplementary == = { 

r @redit.? 7 a ee Oe | 

According to the three articles quoted above, the provisional financial === ~ — | 

law issued by the King and countersigned by his ministers is,in my © J 

- opinion,to bejudged. si a 

A noteworthy fact may be mentioned, namely, that since the adjourn- sf 

-. ment of the Rigsdag quite a number of resolutions and addresses adopted  =—=-—sdiW 

at political meetings held in various. parts of the kingdom have been: or 

’ gent to the president of the ministry, expressing not only disapproval = — | 

of the course pursued by the opposition party, but alsoentire confidence  ~— | 

| - both in the King and the ministry, and encouraging themintheirstruggle = — sf 

to maintain the rights both of the Crown and the upper house of the | | 

pS No disturbance of the public peace has as yet anywhere taken place. Z | 

- I have, &c., | - | 

: M. J. CRAMER —_sifgk 

es Mr. Cramer to Mr. Hvarts. Sg a eT 

| No. 484). 20 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES; | 

pe Copenhagen, August 18, 1877. (Received September By) 

| -- §1r: Referring to my dispatches Nos. 423 and 424, of the 9th and 14th eT 

_ of April last, in relation to the unsatisfactory state of public affairs in | | 

| consequence of the failure of the two houses of the Rigsdag during its —s J 

 Jate session to agree upon a financial law, and of the promulgation by | 

| the King, upon the advice of his ministers, of such a(provisional) law, © = J 

 &e., [ have now further to inform you that public feelings are still in a | 

| state of excitement on the subject. Both political parties (the national sf 

| ‘liberal or ministerial party and the united left or peasant party) are as mad 

| . unyielding and determined as ever. At a series of political meetings ——— ff 

} that have been held during the course of the summer at various points © | 

! -. throughout the kingdom, the speakers of the latter party denounced the. | | 

| _- provisional financial law as unconstitutional, while the speakers of the  —— 

; former party in a measure defended it; though they generally limited = = = ff 

~ themselves to the declaration that it is the business, not of political — |
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i, speakers, but of the Rigsret, (a court specially created for deciding con- 
i _. Stitutional questions) to determine the constitutionality of said law. Bot 

| _ whenever political papers or speakers used language derogatory to the to honor or character of the King or the ministry, the latter caused, imme- | 
| _ diately, suits for slander to be instituted in the proper courts against 
; . such offenders. | are oO ee ae 
, -_ _ In this connection it may be well to state that up to the present time 
i “no excesses or riots have taken place. The people throughout the kin g 
i. _ dom are generally quiet and law-abiding. Only two or three persons, 
| | So far as I am aware, have refused to pay taxes on the plea that the \ 
, | financial law was unconstitutional, but they were compelled by the 

proper courts to yield. It is a strange political phenomenon that in - : 
: _ Denmark the people in cities and larger towns are generally conserva- 
, tive, 2. €., on the side of the executive government; while the people of : 

| the rural districts are generally radical and belong to the opposition 
| | party. In France, and to some extent in Germany, the reverse is the | 

‘ case... | , po : Sd 
: _ A careful observer will discover the existence in Denmark: of two po- 
a litical counter-currents: (1) a dissatisfaction with, and private denun- . 

| ciation of, universal suffrage on the part of the wealthy and cultivated | 
classes, and (2) a radicalism leaning strongly toward republicanism on 

|. _ ‘the part of the peasants and the laboring classes. It is not likely, how- 
ever, that it will ever come to an open or violent collision between these 

Poe. two classes, because the executive government is not only prompt and 
i _ determined to suppress any and every attempted revolt, but has also the 

| means at its disposal to do so, while that class of the population who, 
from their known character and wishes, might be expected to venture 

, | upon such an enterprise, have a wholesome dread of coming into col- . 
io lision with armed authority, — EE | re 

7 EE ye OE Ea  M. J. CRAMER, | : 

i. Ar. Cramer to Mr. Evarts. a | 

, No. 435.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
, | Copenhagen, August 21, 1877. _(Recéived September 10.) 
| Sir: Referring to my dispatch No. 432, of the 17th instant, informing | | 
: : you of a rumor in relation to the intended sale, by Sweden to France, : 
: of the island of Saint Bartholomew, West Indies, I have now the honor : 
, _ to further inform you that I read a notice in the leading daily journal of 7 

this city, of last evening’s date, to the effect that, according toa Stock- 
; holm journal, the sale of said island, by Sweden to France, had been | 

| effected a short time ago. The terms of the sale have not yet been | 
i made public. | | a | , pe 
, Tam, &e, — 2 i fp AA es LE , rare Oo oe MS. CRAMER. oo
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— . FRANCE, | 
— GE ey cn No. 85. GS aye | 

Co Mr. Washburne to Mr. Fish. : ce | 

— No. 1369.) | - EEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, Sey 
po | . Paris, September 13, 1876. (Received September 28.) - oe E 

_. §rk: I have the honor to send you inclosed herein a letterof Mr. A. = — | 

: de Gogorza to the President, with whom, it appears, he has had per- , 
-. gonalrelations, = Bak an ee , - me , | | 

‘Mr. de Gogorza, as you are certainly aware, is the author of aseheme | | 
of great interest to the United States—a canal across the Isthmus of . _ | 
Darien, and to the furtherance of which he has devoted twelve years ss J 
of labor. He writes to the President to call his attention to that scheme, | 
which seems to be in the way of beilg seriously considered. _ — | 

| - Notwithstanding his Spanish name, Mr. de Gogorza is an American | 
| by birth, and so are his children; his father, a Frenchman, was natu- _ | 

_ ralized in New York in the last century; he has lived, however, for years LY 
in the United States of Colombia, and- availed himself of the facilities = =f 

_ furnished to him to explore the Darien Isthmus. = = | 
-- After two different explorations, he satisfied himself that @ natural = = = —s_ || 

. passage had onee existed between the two oceans from the Gulf of | | 
 ‘Uraba, on the Atlantic coast, to the Gulf of San Miguel, on the Pacific —_ : 

- gide, by way of the Atrato, Cacarica, Paya, and Tuyra Rivers, and that = | 
- such passage could be opened again. He succeeded in convincing the = = —— | 

. Colombian Government of the soundness of his views, and secured a | , 
- goneession giving him the privilege to cut a canal dlong the route he had - oT 

-. @iscovered. SO a ee ee ee | 
| It seems that he first looked toward our government and people to og 
~ promote his scheme, but for some reason or other he failed to get our = sj 

assistance, and repaired to France, where he has been very active, and _ eed 
__-where his efforts were not altogether unsuccessful. He brought the sub- | | | 

~ ject before the international geographical congress held here last year, _ | 
as well as before the French Geographical Society, and pressed itin > | 
such @ way that this society determined to take the matter in hand. In | 

- March last it decided that a Freneh “committee of.initiative” should = [ 
be appointed, the duties of which were to invite all the geographical | 
societies. of the world to co-operate in a definitive exploration of the. OE 

_ American isthmus, pot only by the material means they could dispose oT 
of, but particularly by bringing their influence and credit with the gov- sf 
 ernments of the countries in which they were located in favor of such =~ f 

| - exploration. EN Te TE pa iii ne | | | 

{he meinbers selected to compose that committee are distinguished oT 
- and well-known men, whose eharacter and standing give them a title to | 

public confidence. They are, Messrs. Ferdinand de Lesseps, president, = =  —=§ f[ 
member of the Institute, director of the Suez.Canal Company ; Admiral | 

- Baron de Ja Ronciére le Noury, senator, president of the Society of = sf 
_ . Geography; Meurand, honorary president of the Society of Geography, oF 

' president of the Commission of Commercial Geography, director of the | | 
/ consulates at the foreign office; Delesse, chief engineer of the mines; | 
|  Malte-Brun, president of the Central Commission of the Geographical — 4 
. — Society; Levasseur, member of the Institute, vice-president of the Society a 
/ of Geography; Foucher de Careil, senator, member of the Society of | 
| _ Geography; Cotard, engineer, member of the Society of Geography; sf
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ae . Henri Bionne, late officer in the French navy ; Maunoir, general secre-. 
. tary of the Society of Geography; Hertz, general secretary of the Com- 

|. ° mereial Commission of the Society of Geography; Léon Drouillet, — 
io - engineer, member of the Society of Geography. =. = 
i Of course, this committee is committed to no particular project, but. 
; its only object is to create an international board, under whose seientific 
: - direction complete investigation could be made of the geographical 
‘ee problem involved in the cutting of a canal through Central America. 
|. The French Government has given a subvention to the committee, and 
2 has connected with its board a member of the French consulate, Mr., 
_. -Verehére, who will report as to the progress of the investigations which = 

i they may make. I cannot tell you how far this committee has suc. _ 
a ceeded, but its president, Mr. de Lesseps, has addressed me to ask my : 

assistance and to request that I should call the attention of my govern- 
fo ment to the subject, The association of M.de Lesseps with this under- : 
po | taking is not without its significance. One of the most distinguished of 
: - jiving engineers; a man of the highest character and intelligence, and = 

Oe exercising great influence in the scientific and financial world, the — 
a . interest he is taking in the matter is calculated to strengthen the project : 
oo in the estimation of all persons who concern themselves in its develop- : 

| " ment. I forward herewith two pamphlets the committee has sent to me, i 
, which fully explain its views. oo 
3 7 The work of such commissions is always very slow, however,.and Mr. 
po de Gogorza, though confident that no other passage can be. opened be- | 
, tween the two oceans but the one he has discovered, has organizeda’ 
, company for the purpose of proceeding at once to the necessary scientific 
Po surveys and estimates preliminary to the creation of his Darien Canal 

Company. The directorsof this provisional company are General Turr, | 
i, aid-de-camp of the King of Italy; Charles Cousin, inspector-general 
i... of the Northern Railroad Company.; Kugéne Rampon, late consul-gen- 

, eral to Colombia; G. Reniad, banker, 
ae According to the stipulations of the act of concession, the Colombian - 
i. - Government has the right to take part in the proceedings of that com- 

| ss pany 3 and it has appointed for that purpose its minister to France and 
| _ England, Mr. Zapata, and a special delegate, Dr. Joaquin Sarmiento, 

| - director of the Bank of Bogoté, who has just arrived.in Paris. These 

po -. gentlemen are about to form a commission of engineers, which willre- 
| ss pair at once tothe isthmus. It is their intention, I understand, to give | 

an international character to the enterprise, and to call on all the mari- — > 

| , - time governments for assistance, when the engineers will be ready to 

to begin their operation = 8 © | So | oo 
i I am assured that the Italian minister at Washington has already 

. --—- been instructed to make the necessary steps in that direction. Mr.De — 
| ss Gogorza, in the letter he has addressed to me, states that the assistance 
‘ae -  yequired would be the appointment of an American engineer to join the 

: a commission of survey to be sent over the coming winter, and such help 

- ag the United States naval officer in command at Panama would be able 

: |  tolend tothe commission. = == ©... wa iy , 

| . » J have thought that in view of the vast importance of this great un- | 

i; . dertaking, and of the serious character which it has now assumed, our 

a government will not hesitate to associate itself in all proper measures * 

; looking to a full development of this enterprise, which is now challeng- 
to ' ing the earnest attention.of the great maritime powers of the world. 

} ~~~ Linelose in the pouch a few copies of M. de Gogorza’s pamphlet, ad- 
| dressed to members of our observatory and coast survey. a 

po Ihave, &e, Se ene cae - 
i - | — ne E. B. WASHBURNE.  .
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7 Mr, Washburne to Mr. Fish, Ee 

No. 1381.) ==—s—<“<«*‘é*WL TION OF THE UntrED STATES, is 
Paris, October 11, 1876. (Received October 26.) | 

| rr: On the 5th instant the members of the Chamber of Commerce of | Se 

La Rochelle addressed to me a communication pointing out the incon- - a 

venience which will arise for the dealers in spirits in that port from the SO 

_ suppression of the United States consulate there, and requesting meto 

urge their case before my government. co 

---It- is impossible for me to comply with the request of the petition to | | 

urge the re-establishment of the consulate at La Rochelle. I-do not | | 

_. think there is the least necessity for a consul there, and in my judg- | oo 

| ment Congress acted wisely in abolishing the consulate there and at 2 

Nantes. It is possible that it would be well enough to have a consular 

-. agent at La Rochelle, attached to the Bordeaux consulate, but of that T 

- am not in a position to speak positively. co Oe 

DT hhave, &e., oe So 7 oe 

oi RRR Sono : E. B. WASHBURNE. 

oe | Boe | - [Inclosure.—Translation.] - ; —— a Cs 

a a Ee La ROCHELLE, October 5, 1876. | 

‘The members composing the Chamber of Commerce of La Rochelle _ Ba 
eR Be to the United States Minister at Paris: oR 

Mr. MInIstER: The Chamber of Commerce of La Rochelle has learned through the : 

papers that the United States consulate established at La Rochelle wasto be transferred =. 

_ to Cognac. — re : | (FREES Oh 

|... The chamber comes to express to you how deeply it would regret such a measure, if - 

pe in reality it is to be taken. . oe . | . 

--"'‘We admit that since a few. years the American ships have not often visited the port SRD, 

’ of La Rochelle, but the very important commerce of brandy which is carried on between 

) -. the United States and the localities situated witltin the limits of action of this cham- _ a 

ber would suffer a great deal from the inconvenience and loss of time following the Ces, 

obligation of calling at Cognae, at twenty-five leagues from here, to get the required =. 

~ certificates which are to accompany the numerous shipments of spirits made from La i: | 

-. Rochelle to Bordeaux and from thence to the United States. PO 

‘fhe Chamber of Commerce. of this port ventures to hope that after having pointed ae 

—. out to you the inconvenience of the suppression of the consulate of .La Rochelle, you Bo, 

- will consent to employ the legitimate influence you have acquired to induce your oe 

. government to maintain that consulate. _ a | an | 

a We have the honor to be, &c., the members of the Chamber of Commerce. — Bo 

| _. (Here follow signatures.) . ree - a . : 7 Se 

Ee oe Ss oe ES Mr. Washburne to Mr. Fishh ES we 

| No. 1885.) si(itsistsi<Cs*séi‘SL GS ATION OF THE UNITED STATES; > le 
Paris, October 13, 1876.. (Received October 26.) 

} Str: On the 7th of July last; Mr. Hitt had the honor to inform the 

-. Department that a deputation from the Polish colony at Parishad called = 
| at. the legation on the 4th day of that month to state that they were aan 

preparing an address of congratulation to the President upon the cen-— : 

) - tennial of the republic, and also. a medal commemorative of the part 

: taken in the war of our Independence by Kosciuszko and Pulaski, Soe
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: ~The medal at that time was not yet completed, and many circum- 
_ stances have delayed its completion up to this moment. Yesterday it - 

- _ was brought to the legation, by a committee selected for that purpose, —s_ | 
| 7 and delivered to me with the address to the President. Mr. Chas. 
po Edmond, who spoke for the committee and for his compatriots, madea 
, | few spirited and warm remarks appropriate to the circumstances, to. ~ 
2 - which I endeavored to respond in the same manner. Isend you withthis 

dispatch the address and the medal, which is in. bronze, bearing on one 4 
7 : face the portraits of Kosciuszko and Pulaski, and upon the other that , 
fo of Washington. 7 | a ae | 
: | also send you a copy of the remarks of Mr. Edmond and my reply 
: thereto. _ oo | eee | =. 
L | ' Thave,&e, | rR _ oe 

OO KE, B, WASHBURNE, > 

| a a oo . a [Inclosure.] oe - es : 

7 . “REMARKS OF MR. CHAS. EDMOND. wag - - 

; | In the name of the Polish emigrants I beg to deliver into your hands an address to 
i the President of the United States, written on the occasion of the glorious centenary 

they are commemorating; also a medal, representing by the side of the founder of 
i American Independence the effigies of the two Polish heroes who fought in the ranks os 

a of the liberating army: =. ot | eG 
Allow me at the same time to thank you for the hospitable reception which was — : 

o given on that occasion to the committee of the Polish colony and its president by the 
. legation of the United States. , | | a 

| | 7 | REPLY OF MR. WASHBURNE.. - a, : oe 

; | GENTLEMEN : I shall take pleasure in complying with your desire that. I shall trans- | 
: mit to the President of the United States an address written on the occasion of the : 
: _ one hundredth anniyersary of American Independence, as well as the medal represent- _ 
, _. ing the founder of that independence, in conjunction with the two Polish heroes, Kos- = 4 
| eiuszko. and Pulaski, who illustrated their heroism and bravery in the ranks of the 

| | Revolutionary Army, and the first of whom sealed with his blood his devotion to the — 
; cause of liberty and human rigbts. -In awaiting an answer from the President, I feel 
Poo authorized to assure you that he will be deeply touched by the address and the medal io 
; which you do him the honor to send him, for, in common with all the American people, | ‘ 
io he cherishes the memories of your noble compatriots with pride and gratitude. as So 
i. _ Thanking you, gentlemen, for the honor you have done me inmaking me yonrinter- : 
: _ mediary on this occasion, 1 beg to share your hopes for the establishment of liberty 4 

_ and justice throughout the civilized world. - a : 

\ oo No. 88. SO So 

| ee >. Mr. Washburne to Mr. Fish. oe of 

ae No. 1393.] | _.  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
fo a Paris, November 1, 1876. (Received November 13.) 
i _ Sr: On Friday evening last there appeared in a Paris newspaper, — 

called the Figaro, a letter signed Du Sommerard, who is the general | 
_ commissioner of France “ prés les Expositions Universelles.” It was 7 

Po stated to have first appeared in a Vienna journal, and it was translated = 
| _ into French, for publication in the Figaro, by the correspondent of that = 
t _ paperin Vienna. I have made a careful translation of the letter into . 
to, English, and I make it a part.of this dispatch, marked A. . ee 
i 1 did not see'the letter till my attention was called toit latein the = — 
j afternoon of the same day. by several. of our countrymen, who, as you | |
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"may readily imagine, were in a state of great excitement. Onthenéext  —= f 
> day, in view of the extraordinary character of the-letter purporting to oa 

come from a high French official, specially connected with the Phila = =f 
_ delphia exhibition, and the monstrous charges contained init, [deemed == = —s—s_ J 

it proper. to. call the attention of the minister of foreign affairs to its ae 
-. eontents, and to address him a communication on the subject. .I took oe 

my letter in person to the Duke Decazes on Saturday afternoon. He = 
had not seen the letter in the Figaro. Ihanded himacopy ofthe paper. sf 
that. contained it. He read. it carefully and expressed his utmost = — [| 
astonishment at its contents; said that it seemed incredible that any == —— 

__ Freneb official could have written it, and that his government would 
| totally disavow all responsibility for it. After further conversation In 
regard to its character, he said he should take an early opportunity to -——s 
give me “une réparation éclatante” a 

_ On the same evening I sent you a telegraphic dispatch as follows: = =f 

_ -_ Paper publishes monstrous libel of Mr. Du Sommerard, French commissioner,onex- . ———-—*&| 
_. hibition and American people. Intense indignation among Americans. Have addressed US od 

Duke Decazes. Shall I telegraph my letter and hisanswer? 
Be RE et Oo — WASHBURNE, = sf 
_ During the night I received the following answer fromyou: =  sti(itsi‘S 

Telegraph letter'and reply. © Es BL NS a 

On the next morning, Sunday, the 29th ultimo, the following notice =f 

 Mentorgami 0 eT 
A letter wounding to a great and friendly nation has been published inaforeiyn = 

_. newspaper, reproduced in a French newspaper, and attributed toahigh functionary == = —s_—«- f 
« of the Philadelphia exhibition. The government hopes that the document is apocry- ee 

_. phal. It has demanded explanation of the functionary, who is at present absent from = = = ~—&E 
_. Paris. It awaits his reply to decide upon this regrettable incident. _ - a gE Une 

-: . On Sunday afternoon I sent you the following telegraphic dispatch: = aad 

-.... [send my letter-of yesterday to Duke Decazes. Will send his answer soon asre- =i is 

ceived. The official journal this morning states that a letter-wounding toa greatand == ss 
friendly nation, attributed to-a high functionary. connected with Philadelphia exhibi-. ss 
tion, appears in a French journal; that the government has demanded explanation, =i“ aia 

_ "and awaits an answer from him to determine its action on the painful incident. - Se ee | 

[oo eee | oe Paris, October 28,1876. 
oo. My DEAR DUKE DEcazEs: I have read with amazement the extraordinary letter = = === as (ss 

_. published in the Figaro of yesterday over the signature of DuSommerard,whoisthe = = =———s& 
general commissioner of France preés les Expositions Universelles.. Were this'a letter == sss 

.. from-a private individual, I should deem it utterly unworthy of notice; but being from oo 
high functionary of. the French Government, having official connection with the. = =  ——s«f 

_. American Centennial{Exposition, I should be forgetful of my duty-and:all the obliga- ===. ss &f 
tions Lowe to my government-and to the people of the United States did I-nothasten = =  —_—s.:— 

_ to denounce to you the charges}eontained in the letter touching the exposition, against == ae 
. Iny country, its .magistracy, and. even its. women, as the most-monstrous.calumnies. = = ff 

- The substance of the letter has not only beén already telegraphed to the United States, = 
where it will excite the most profound indignation among.all classes, but I shall deem Cg I a 
It my-further duty to call the attention of Mr. Fish to the outrageous and slanderous Boye ee I 

-. imputations on the American people by the French commissioner. Ba De ON
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+... On Monday morning the Figaro published the following letter from 
a Mr Duo Sommerard: 

toswe - |. Do the editor of the Figaro: 
yo... Darrived this morning in Paris, having only yesterday by chance become. acquainted = 

yoo with the letter, signed with my name, which you published in the Figaro ‘of day before 
i. yesterday, under the head of “Correspondence from Vienna,” and which isrepresented == 
,- ~.-. as- having been sent by me to. Baron de W———., and translated from aGerman news-— 
7 =.) >). paper’by the correspondent of the Figaro, 
t- - | Permit me to affirm that the good faith of the German journal, and consequently that = 
joss. of your correspondent, has been ‘deceived. I declare that the letter is apocryphal,‘and == 
Po disavow it in the most formal manner. | UE Sia BOS og os Oo fan Ea 
deo. > Ladd that if my word does not suffice, I am in a position: to prove, documents in’ 
ps. hand, the exactitude of my.assertion, 

|. On the afternoon of the same day I telegraphed you.as follows: © 
fo. sa, Washington: By eG ou ag des bo: 
peooe No reply Duke Decazes yet. Sommerard published denial letter. © 9 2° | 

Beco os. S Rarts, October 30, 1876... 0.0 CO aS si Ee SS eo 

i... Qn yesterday morning, the 31st instant, I received from the Duke De- 2 

| eazes ‘the following letter, which I translated and transmitted to you 
+. -..... immediately by telegraph: 

Peo. Basu, Washington: © Bn oe | ee 
geo. Duke Decazes replies: | Do ee 
Poo... “My Dar MINISTER: On the 28th instant you did me the honor to signalize to my __ | 
io... attention the publication. of a letter attributed by a journal to the French commis- ~ 
bo > >». sioner-general near the exhibition of Philadelphia. ss) 
|." T hastened myself to bring this regrettable incident to the knowledge of my col- 
boo Teague, the minfster of agriculture and commerce, and, as early as‘on the 29th, the note 
gece... inserted in the Journal Officiel has proven to youhow much the French Government pre- 
;--. occupied itself to immediately inquire into the facts, and ‘to give you, in case their = 

| testation here annexed, which he has addressed ‘to the minister with whom he is con- 
boo... & Tam pleased to think, therefore, my dear minister, that this categorical declaration =. 
boo... -eloses this regretful incident. No doubt it will ‘seem to you, as to me, ended, and it = 
|. will have had for principal result to furnish to the French Government an occasion to. 
bo... give, by the promptness with which it received your remonstrance, a new testimony of ~ 
bo the sentiments of cordial:sympathy by which it is animated for the Government:and = 
Too. people of the United States, 

e oo... Whe letter of Duke Decazes inélosed the letter of Mr. Du Sommerard — 
io to the minister of agriculture and commerce, the translation of which is. __ 
Poo as follows: ae OO Een ok ec 

po paren, Oster 20,1876, 
; Mr, Minister: J arrived to-day from Havre, where I had gone to attend to the ship- 
‘ eo. ping of the workmen and .the articles.of packing we are sending to Philadelphia in = 

ij... . . -order to prepare the return of. the French products:admitted to the exhibition, and it = 
|. was only at the last moment that I became acquainted with the letter published under 
| os". "my name in the journal Le Figaro of day before yesterday, under the title of “Corre- 
| + spondence. from’ Vienna,” a letter which I'am supposed to-have addressed to Baron 
Peo. ).U0llUlUl ee, and which is said to -be. translated.from ‘a German paper published'at Vienna. = 
peo: .> The wording of this letter, the terms which are attributed to me, ought to have been 

1. 65) psufficient to enlighten the German paper, and consequently the Figaro’s correspondent. 
ics...“ confess that even the idea:of supposing it might be taken for.serious would not have | .. 
Bo occurred to me. But I learn'on my arrival in’Paris that. such has not‘been the:case, = 
goes cand that Mr. Washburne has been moved by this’ publication. I consider it therefore. 
desc... as an iniperative duty of niine to affirm that the good faith of the German journal, as. :
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well as that of the Figaro’s correspondent, has been deceived. I never had with Baron 

| ———— any _ correspondence of this nature. I have never written to any German paper. — | : 
[declare apocryphal the letter, published over my.signature, and disavow it. in the | 

. most formal manner.’ I add that I have asked this day of the director of the Figaro to | 
| publish my declaration, and that I have reasons to believe that the German paper will | 

hasten, if the thing has not already been done, to publish a rectification of the same | a 
“kind. . Iam ready besides, should you think it proper, to telegraph in the same sense _ &— 

to our commissioner at Philadelphia. =| 7 Le SE  f 
o I think it useless to go further. I would have much to say on the authors of this | f 

- ‘unpleasant incident by which I am brought in, and which does not happen for the &—f 
: first time; but I think you will approve my reservedness, and that my affirmation will |  & 

be sufficient to establish the facts in all their correctness. pee | 
— . . Thavethehonor,&e, ATE et ree | | 

a Public attention being more particularly called to the inculpated let-  _ | 

ter by the sharp notice in the official journal, quite a sensation has sf 

been created here, and nearly all the newspapers have had articleson . — ff 
the subject, a large number of which Tinclose herewith. The general | 

: tenor thereof is of a spirit friendly to our country, though Le Pays,a 
leading Bonapartist' organ, says, whether the letter be genuine or not,  - 

_» 4t believes the statements therein to be true. You will also find a slip con, &- 

taining the letter addressed to the Figaro by the Marquis de Talleyrand, = =————s 
who was an attaché to the Philadelphia Exhibition, protesting in the - 4 

- strongest terms against the statements in the letter published ascom- sO 

-. ing from Du Sommerard. The promptness with which the marquis = [ 

came forward and the handsome manner in which he vindicated our OE 

- countrymen were in the highest degree honorable to him and very 
| gratifying to the American colony in Paris. = 

- In elosing this dispatch, it affords me much pleasure to beartestimony =f 
to the prompt action taken by the Duke Decazes in this matter. Lam. coed 

certain that you will be gratified at the spirit of his letter tome,S8o =—— J 
friendly to the United States, and particularly when I add that its Ceol 
tenor is in accordance with the cordial feeling that he hasalwaysex- J 
pressed for our country, and with the pleasant and agreeable official «| 
and personal relations which have always existed between us. | | 

ee } | | E. B. WASHBURNE. eed 

= oe Cee AER ES EG Ds a [Inclosure,—Translation.] _ oetae oe an | ee J 

ae nee: Soyo oe  QgrOBER 1, 1876. Jha fl 
My Dear Frienp: Iamat ——, the home of my cousin, the Marquisede Talhouet,one == sf 

of the most beautiful] chAteanx of France. Ihunt,I fish, Irest, or [ think of my friends. me fi 
_..-. However, I profit of this delightful sojourn to give you a sign of life, to tell you that I oe : 

am not entirely dead, as you might, perhaps, believe; and I pray you nofto complain | oo &§ 

of me for not giving you news.of myself for so long a time, but I was so much taken up OE 

with that cursed exhibition at Philadelphia that it is only since ashort.timethat To. | 
have been able, to my great satisfaction, ‘to gain a little liberty. Of course, I refused | | 

-- to go myself personally to America, and I am convinced that you approve my action. | 
I. put in my place a special commissioner, who has enjoyed, and still enjoys, all the 7 

| ennui with these amiable Americans, whom we wish always to take as models.. ITchave . _ _ 
_ “blessed the fortune which made me resist: the measures taken to have a bridge built | 

_ for me to cross the ocean. I do not know what the Austrian commissioners say there, ; 
| but the reports which are daily made to me by my representative are desolating, and : 
gives us a too just idea of the greed (avidité) of the Americans, Ihave done every- - . | 

. .. thing to prevent our government from engaging in this exhibition, but the bumming- oe 
of certain American enthusiasts :has prevailed over my personal views in the chamber | 
of deputies, and if I had not taken extreme measures to cover our responsibility, I be- «E 

«live that interesting ourselves in the American centennial would have cost us dear, _ |



ro 1820 FOREIGN RELATIONS. ae | 

: 7 The Americans themselves set fire to the building which contained our empty cases” 
: Oo and they hoped that our exhibition would be entirely destroyed if their good star had’ 

permitted the fire to extend to the galleries. The pompiers, nevertheless, did their — 
: | duty, and the fire was keptunder. = = . a ee a ee 
: The 9th of last month there was yet another fire, this time in the shops and taverns 
: - which were contiguous to the principal building, but happily the wind turned tothe 
i north, so that only the shops were destroyed. But the third time how willit be? 
{ _ _ The worst is that the police of the exposition is composed of the worst elements of | 

the United States; that the guards rob, that the judges, in default of witnesses, acquit: 
i them, and what is still worse, the thieves count upon the judges themselves to give the — 
; signal of pillage, Bo TEBE a oO 
1 - : All this is so singular that I considered it my duty to send a brigade of our police to 
i oe watch the goods of our exhibitors; the English sent twenty-five men, also the Spanish 
| 7 and Belgians. : oo ; LEER ee 
5 If one at least had found any compensation in the women of Philadelphia, but it 
: appears that the American women, whom we admire so much at Paris, are chosen ex- - 

pressly for this purpose, and that those over there are not worth a charge of powder. oe 
| Our government, always ready to be in the advance of the desire of the great mass, 
: gave a credit of one hundred thousand francs to send workmen there. I chose them | 

with the greatest attention; many towns and many manufactories have sent acertain: __ 
‘ _ ‘number at their own expense, very worthy of toasting with their brothers of the New , 

| World. But all of these men have returned very dissatisfied, and it was the same | 
1 with all our members of the jury, of whom about twenty had been chosen from the _ | 
| oe highest spheres of science, arts, and literature. All these tell me equally upon their 
‘ _ return that nothing could induce them toreturn there. =~ =~ | PPS : 

: ; Mr. Washburne to Mr. Fish. hee ee. ys 

 No1418.] == + sscationor THe Univep States, 
Barts, December 22, 1876. (Received January 8, 1877.) 

_ ~ rm: A protracted and somewhat perilous ministerial crisis wasended = 
last week in a manner more satisfactory than was generally expected. = 

i , _ At the very beginning of the session it became apparent that the — 
i ministry would find it difficult and troublesome to secure a working _ 

_ ‘Inajority in the two houses, one of which is truly republican, while the 
po other is conservative and reactionary. During the interval which | 
C | elapsed between the adjournment of the regular session and the call. 
; of the extra session, acertain feeling had arisen in the Republican party __ 

against the ministry, particularly against its able and veteran chief, 
po Mr. Dufaure. - SS oo | ee | 

; The objections brought against them were of a general nature. Mr. 
| | Dufaure and his colleagues were accused of too much indulgence toward — 
; public functionaries, who were kept in office all over France notwith- 
i standing their open hostility to republican government and republican _ 

- Institutions. The weakness complained of here may to a certain extent 
a be justly charged; butit must be borne in mind that the French have an 
| army of public officers, that their administration, though highly com- 
| plicated, is very orderly, that the great majority of the men qualified | 

for public offices were trained under former governments and are there- __ 
: . fore more or less tinctured with monarchical tendencies. oe . 

___ It-eould not be expected of a man.having the long experience of Mr. —_ 
i Dufaure that he would approve any measure tending to remove at once 
i _ hundreds and thousands of able. public functionaries to make room — 

_ for impatient and inexperienced Republicans, He and his colleagues _ 
' resisted this move, and thereby laid the foundation of the opposition 
Po which has just brought him down. So oe
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_. Two side questions had grown in the mean time and under the skillful § = &— 
management of politicians had taken something like the shape of party § 

_ cries. The first was, amnesty for the communists not yet prosecuted; the 
~ second, funeral honors to the free-thinkers and infidels, members of the Le- | 

| In relation to the first point it must be known that there are yet in | 
_ Paris some 40,000 people living under the apprehension of being called | — 

| on at any moment to account for their direct or indirect participationin | 
_ the commune, After five years this is certainly a very painful and *§ 

anomalous situation for so large a class of people, and the cry foram- _ | 
: nesty was there opportune and humane, but the promoters of that move | 

_ Insisted upon its being universal, and to this Mr. Dufaure refused to | f 
_ consent. ‘He introduced in the house a bill which would have ended | | 

humerous prosecutions, but which maintained the right of the govern- | 
_ ment to pursue.and to bring to justice a certain class of offenders.. This | 

| bill was voted down at first by the house, and the subject was referred | 
to a committee; it reported another bill, which was carried, notwith- | 

_ standing the opposition of Mr. Dufaure. | eee 
Though he had opposed it in the house, the prime minister, in defer. 

| ence to public opinion, made up his mind to support this bill in the senate. oo 
_ But that body rejected it, and thus within a few days, and on the same | 

question, Mr. Dufaure was defeated in the house for not being liberal | 
_ enough and in the senate for being too liberal. Heimmediatelyresigned, = 8 — 
and all the members of the cabinet followed suit. © | 
Some hopes, however, were entertained that the cabinet might still be | 

_ retained, and in order to reach that end the government withdrew abillit = | 
_ had introduced in relation to the second vexed question, thefuneral honors _ = 
to be rendered by the military to free-thinking members of the Legion  — 

- of Honor, whose bodies were to be interred without religious ceremonies. — &- 
_ By this bill, which the majority of the house opposed bitterly, no mili-  &- 

tary honors were hereafter to be rendered to such men; its withdrawal, | 
| however, did not conciliate the majority, who declared in caucus that — | 
_ nothing but a parliamentary ministry in full accord with the sentiments. | 

‘of the majority of the house, and determined to carry out its wishes, OE 
_ would haveits support. This showed decisively thatthe ministry could = | 
not. remain in office. But on the other hand it was no less certain that == 
amore liberal cabinet would not secure the support of the senate. | | , 
__ Combination after combination was attempted in order to overcome = ——‘ 

- this difficulty. Fora time they all failed. Neither the Duke @’ Audiffres | 
Pasquier, Mr. Duclerc, M. de Marcére, nor Mr. Grevy, nor Mr. Dufaure. | 

- himself, could succeed in bringing together men of enough standing and | | 
. popularity to secure in both houses. a working majority; and one after ! 
_ the other they had to give up the difficult and embarrassing task. os | 

_ The President then called on Mr. Jules Simon, whose stanch and en- | 
lightened Republicanism would certainly conciliate the majority of the  =—*i 

_ house, and whose persuasive manners, tact, and moderation were such OE 
_ as to give no umbrage to the Conservatives of the senate., Mr. Simon 4 

succeeded; he convinced his friends of the Left of the necessity of mak- — | 
_ Ing some concession, and the cabinet, having yielded to the Republican. | 

_ . programme of the majority, remained in office, with the exception of Mr. _ | 
_ Dufaure, against whom. the move was. directed, and M. de Marcére, oo. 
_ who had become obnoxious to his colleagues. Mr. Jules Simon took the  &- 

Ininistry of the interior, with the presidency of the council, and Mr. , 
_ Martel, a moderate Republican, late vice-president of the N ational As- OE 

-  Sembly, received the ministry of justice. Ee ope sods ce oe
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|... -_Ig this a solution? Many people here fear it is not, andI must con- 

oe fess that Ishare these doubts. EEE oa 

A. - women have been removed, but the situation in one mostimportant = —_— 
= respect is unchanged. The two houses are still as divided as they were 

| .__..- before, and nothing indicates that one of them will yield to the other. ~~ 
J So far from that, it is well known that on the question of the budget the 

| conflict will be reopened between the senate and the house, with little — 

Joos prospect of coming to a peaceful end. . The senate will certainly insist) = 
| upon the right of amending the appropriation bills. As for the house, . 

a Mr. Gambetta, in a private and interesting conversation Thad withhim — 

_ some time ago, informed me that it could not admit such aclaim. = 
fo You can see from this that there still remains some‘cause of uneasi- 
| _ ness, and that it is possible the President may be compelled to resort to 
: the dangerous remedy of dissolving the lower house. 

| But even this extreme measure may be of no avail, for there can be 
fo no doubt that a new election would return a still larger majority of Re- 
|. publicans. - OS bE 

oo Mr. Jules Simon, however, is a man of such ability, and his power of — 
| ss persuasion is so great, that he may be able to conciliate the hostile ele- 
J ments of the two houses. He has already shown, in entering upon his | 

a - duties, how adroit and skillful he is, by a declaration which has given 
|... satisfaction to both Republicans and Conservatives. No other man, I 
to believe, could have achieved such a tour de force. te 
fo The antecedents of this distinguished man are so well known to the | 
J world that a bare reference will recall them. He has always been a lib- 

- eral Republican, and at the same time of a wise and moderate spirit. = 
- The bent of his mind and his personal associations have alike kept = 

| him far from extremes, but he has constantly and unflinchingly cher- 
| "ished a system of political principles deeply rooted in the solid ground =~ 

| of philosophy which engaged hisearly and enthusiastic study,and which =~ 
; gave him fame before he entered the field of politics. He wasoneof 
|. the famous five who for a time constituted the whole oppesition during 
foo. the empire, and who became the nucleus of the party that came into 
|... power on the 4th of September, 1870. He was a member of the govern- 
Pe ment of national defense, and was by it commissioned to go to Tours, _ 

where the preliminaries of peace were opened with the Prussians,in order — 
oO to bring to terms Mr. Gambetta, who had refused to be bound by the 

| armistice agreed toin Paris. This was a delicate task, but he performed 
| © itwith singular tact, and to the advantage of his country. Soon after, | 
| he entered the ministry, to which he was called by Mr. Thiers, of whom 

7 heisthe friendand admirer, = — =. OT 
i I will not go into detail in regard to his valuable services to his coun- . 
i _.' try as minister of public instruction and subsequently as a parliament- 

a ary leader. They are familiar facts, and are illustrations of the profound 
oo and liberal ideas which pervade his writings and made him famous as a 

ij _ philosophic and political author before the world knew him as a states- | 

fo man. * *. * | — DM he ES SBE OI Oe - 

| Phe cause of the continuance of this -prolonged ministerial crisis, as 
, abundantly appears in the brief account I have given you, isto befound _ 

~ in the irreconcilable elements. which control respectively the senate and 

: the lower house, and the difficulty in forming.a ministry which would 

, ‘have a reasonable chance of permanence lay in the impossibility of har- 
Po - monizing the views of a senate conservative by a small majority and a 
foo. house largely republican, controlled by able leaders, nrany of whom rep- 
pO resent the most advanced thought of their party. Ca oe 
fo The framers of the present constitution attempted to organize a par- |
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_. liamentary government modeled in this feature upon that of England, sf 
-. the executive head being beyond the reach of legislative change, while = sf 

-. the eabinet and the actual administration should mirror the fluctuations =f 
‘of opinion among the representatives. De 
Without here discussing the merits of their system, or the jarsinits = s_ |[ 

_. working which experience is fast disclosing, I will mention one practical => J 
effect, which will illustrate a question recently discussed in Congress, the =| 

In‘ France, the ministers being responsible to the national legislation, = = == J 
and liable to _be questioned every day, are compelled to devote most of  - 
their time. and attention to the sessions at Versailles, and they have very. =f 
Tittle to do personally with the administration of the various depart- | 
ments.” In fact, it is difficult to find them there. Thesameresult would. 

be produced at. Washington. were our Cabinet ministers required toat- . =———‘*S 

..- tend the sessions of Congress, and, from what I have observed of the =. _—s ff 
effect upon the business that is transacted under the names of the min- =—-_—«&§ 

_ isters, it seems to be more promptly and efficiently done in ourown way, sf 
.. the Seeretary being actually in his department to superintend or be con- ea al 
sulted atalltimes eT 
As Telose, the long-dreaded conflict ig beginning. Yesterday the sen-- 

ate, by 229 against 45, replaced in the budget the appropriation for mili- =f 
_ |. tary chaplains, which the house had stricken out. Thegovernmenthas sf 

not yet made known its opinions on this constitutional question, which =f 
threatens to become a much vexed one. The papersare full of com- =f 

- mentson the subject this morning, os ed 

ee Dam, Bey coe a ee Is BB, WASHBUBNE. | 

Bho o- oo Mr. Washburne to Mr. Fishes 

No. 1434.] - . LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = —— | 

I Paris, January 12, 1877. (Received January 29.) 
Str: Ihave the honor to inclose herewith, for your information,a =f 

copy ofa letter (translated) which I have received from Mr. Krantz, the | 
eee TD have, Gea, 6 0 ee a 

a oe : | [Ministry of ‘agriculture and Co mmerce, Universal International Exhibition 1878, cabinet of senator, ee ue ws , 
ee commissioner-general.] : MR I MS eg ta Soe Sous ae oS oe 

Sir: The Government of the United States of North America has not as yet made ss 
-. any-response to the invitation which was addressed to it, to take part in the Universal = =f 

Exposition of 1878, at Paris. Every new delay may become prejudicial tothecommon = sf 
oo @interprise. 0 a 

Jf you will please to make use of the card of admission, herewith inclosed, te visit RoE 
the works going forward at the Champs de Mars and the Trocadéro, you will be.con-._ ed 

winced that everything will be ready before the dates fixed for the entry of products =i (ati (ssSY 
and the opening of the exposition. All the European nations, with very fewexcep- = sit 

--_ ¢ions, have entered into effective relations with my general commission, and have ap- ...— (ssséiG 
+ pointed their delegates at Paris. The most of the states of South America, as well as =. ssf 

oe ’ the nations of the extreme Orient, have been corresponding with me for a long time. Eo



|. Teherish the thought that your government will not.stand aloof, and that the exhib- 
; ° - itors from your country will fill the space which continues to be reserved for them. 
; . The arts and industries of the United States have always formed one of the most at-. 
|... traetive ‘portions of preceding international competition, and I indulge the hope of a 
{| -. | prompt response on your part advising me that this-will be the case in 1878. + 
+... Phe mechanical portion of the exhibition will:have a special importance, and Ameri-. 
} ean constructors cannot afford to deprive the public curiosity of the motors, machines, __ 
, and tools in which their-industrial genius is always manifested in the most striking 

|. _Lalso call your attention to the development which will be given to hortieultureand 
| oo. agriculture in 1878. 0-0 rer ne re re 
jos... "Phe comparison of. the flora and fauna of different nations’ may become:the source = 
|; *-s Of economic progress, in which each one ought.to be ambitious to take its part. = 
|. >... It is in the name of the real sympathy which I feel for your country thatIask you, => 
|... sir, to take into serious consideration the points to which I have had the honor tocalk 
Poo -yourattention. = — pe a REESE ao I 

|; > Accept the assurance of the high consideration with which Lhave,&ce., 
Pop SE ete ee Be KRANTZ. 

| -No.1453.} LG ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pe ae Paris, February 16,1877. (Received March 1.) oe 

|... Srr:-The most important and responsible duties which I have been _ | 
j....., ealled upon to perform during the time of my service as-minister to. 

|... France grew out of my being charged with th eprotection of Germans 
|... in France during the Franco-German war. Before.the close of thead- | _-- ministration from which I received my appointment, I have deemed it | 
Co . proper to collate and arrange from the records of the legation all the = -_ 
|... correspondence I had with my own government on that subject, as well : 
|. a8 my correspondence with the Prince de Bismarck and M. von Thile _ 
_ + during the same time, together with my correspondence with Mr. Ban- 
| ___ eroft-and Mr. Motley on matters connected with the position I held. I _ 

_.__-have omitted everything of. a confidential nature, but what I now have 
/°. the honor to send to you as accompanying this dispatch formsacom-. 
|. __ plete and perfect official history of the part which our government took = 
/. in that important and eventful period, and which in this form may very 
pe properly go into the archives of the Department. Be 
a - .. Phere were never more responsible, delicate, and onerous duties im- — - : 
|... posed’ upon a diplomatic representative than those which the protection 
'. of the Germans in France during the Franco-German war devolved upon 

|... It is a matter of great Satisfaction for me to know that my course met 
ne the approval of my own government, as well as that of the German gov- 

_ ernment, while the French government was entirely satisfied with the = 
| manner in which I-discharged my duties as the representative of a ; belligerent’ power. And I hope you will permit me to add furtherhow 
/ . + gratified Iam to know that during my whole service here, which isofa 
_. longer period than that of any minister of the United States ever ac- 
_.. -eredited to France, except Mr. Gallatin, my government has not only 
|... not found it necessary to disapprove of a.single act of mine, but,on the 
_. ., other hand, has given me the most gratifying evidences of its entire satis- : 
_. faction with all my officialaction, 

"Tam, &,° 0!” oe



No. 1457.) = ~~ ss Lm@arron of THE Unrrep. Srares, ig (asst 
| Paris, February 23,1877. (Received March 9.) ol 

- Srr: I have the honor to transmit herewith a translation ofa letter, = —— [ 
just received from Mr. Krantz, the general commissioner of the Universal == —s<& 

.. Exhibition at: Paris of 1878, in reply to one from Mr. Washburne ofthe => f 
20th instant, communicating to Mr. Krantz the information given in = sf 

-- your dispatch No. 878, of February the 7 th, that the proper committee =§=—<—ss<“S 
of the Senate and House had been addressed upon the subject of. the —— 

participation of our government in the Universal Exhibitionat Parisin = ss 
1878, and. stating that questions of unusual importance had for some =-—s ff 

time occupied the attention of Congress, but that recent intelligence = — f 
-. indicated that they would soon be disposed of.» hE 

RR IPT 

So  tnetosure.—Transtation] = 

Paris, February 21,1877, 
-—. Sir:.I have the honor. to acknowledge the receipt of the letter which you kindly . a foe 

> wrote me, of date the 20th of February. © CE ee a A 
appreciate the gravity of the questions which agitate your country, and Irespect §..—s—s«&| 

the weighty reasons which divert the attention of Congress from questions: relating to. .— 

-. Should the United States stand aloof, it would take away from the grand solemnity = .—s ff 
which is in preparation too notable a part of its interest and of its splendor formeto  ———— 

-. admit for a moment so unwelcome an hypothesis. The space reserved for yourcountry- = = sf 
--. - men, as exhibitors, is still kept, as you were notified last year; and I could notcon- = 

gent to change its location, although the time at which we have arrived in our prepa- sg 

rations authorized me to do so in the case of the few countries which havenot yetcome = Ff 
-., toa decision. a Dog OS a 

"Everything leads me to believe that in a few days the United States of North ©  . § 
+ America will be the only nation behindhand; but, as I have said before,thesympathy === = — & 
which has ever existed between the two countries makes it the duty of thoseorgan- =. ———s‘ 

© izing the exposition to accord to you every delay and every facility compatible with == sf 

the exigencies of the common enterprise. © 
«Please accept the assurance of the high consideration with which Thave,&¢., ss | 

Mir, Fish to Mr. Washburn, 

—— -No885) = —=<“<«s~=i‘< C”*”*<SéOS SPARE OF STATE, 
Washington, March 2,1877. 

. Sir: Lhave to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 1453, transmit. =| 
_ ting a compilation of all your official correspondence with reference to 

the Franco-German war. I have given directions that these papers == J 
shall be separately bound, and preserved with the archives of theDe- =| 
partment. This volume will prove a most valuable and useful collection © ——: F 

1 believe that you are quite right in your estimate of the responsible, =f 
_. delicate, and onerous duties imposed upon you owing to the protection = =—s J 
ies of the. German S in ‘France. during the Franco-German war, and Tam. 

__ glad of the opportunity of again expressing to you the satisfaction of =f 
, this government with the manner in which you discharged those duties 

cE ee



;._ the Government of France, with which you have long had efficient and 
|. pleasant relations, fully concur, as I believe, in this estimate of theman-. __ 
|. ner in which those duties were performed. ee po Tavern 

- - oo wot Mer - © ee No. O40 oe 2 8 : Soe es a an 

No. 460.) Ss LG ATION OF THE Unirep Stares, 
po Baris, March 3, 1877, (Received March 21.) 
|... Sim: I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter on. the wetallic 
| * Standard of currency, by Mr. E. de Parien, published in Le Francaison 
| _—._ the 24th ultimo, and addressed to Mr. Washburne, being called forth by 
_ Mr-'Washburne’s dispatch to you, No. 1307, of date March 27, 1876, 
|. = page 109, and republished in French in Le Siécle of the 29th of January 

es ‘Mr. de Parien is a statesman who has been honorably knownin French — | 
|... polities for thirty years as a legislator, cabinet minister, and how sena- 
; tor; 18-a member of the Institute, and: the author of various.works of 

po Thave, Be 
Bo a a Oe ee oR RY ERB 

i Bee Ss aos oe : . Pe oe as % es : . : ue _ Inclosure.—Translation.] | oe - o st : - : i ; - os : Oe 4 ; oe oy oe ! 

Paris, February 18,1877, Peo Sir: In a remarkable note, which is republished in the Siécle of the 29th of Jan- 
Po uary last, yon depict the state of the monetary question in Europe, and you intend > 
i... this picture for the information and study of your countrymen. : a | 
soy... . It was an enlightened and cosmopolitan thought which led you to this patientexam- 
i... mation of questions heretofore too little studied, and to which you have called the = 
7... attention of your government. = eee, So 
i...» The honor you do my works in citing them several times.in the course of yourown 
+... . emboldens me to submit to you some views not only on the points which you have. | 
, -> discussed, but also on some facts connected with the monetary question, and especially = 

, the facts which have recently taken place in your own grand and interesting country. 
;. You examine with the ardor of a patriot, as well as of a philanthropist, “the great 
i. | monetary problem now impending over the world,” to use your own expression, and =. i * on this subject you pass in review. the argunients of the bimetallists and of the mono- 

ee _. I have heretofore had occasion, sir, to protest. against. the application.of the term = |... monometallism to the doctrine of a single gold standard, as it is practiced in Great 
f+ Britain, and as'I have advocated it with my feeble voice in Franee. To wish a single 

{.... Standard, a single currency which should be legal tender to an unlimited amount, is 
/ not to wish that there should be but one metalin the monetary system. == 
Poe _ Silver plays an important part still in the Single gold Standard system practiced in 
| England, and I have had occasion to state that the doctrine of a single gold standard 
 .. is in fact reconcilable with a real‘and perfectly reasonable trimetallism, admitting the — See 
| suse of silver and copper under different limits below gold. = 
i | Permit me, therefore, to reject. the use of this word monometallism, an invention of —— _ i ss the adversary, who is pleased to give an exaggerated and absurd appearance to the = + 
Poe . most reasonable of doctrines. a Bee ae ee ea ORE es Pete 8 :



-.» But I wish to offer a sortof rect‘ fication, or at least of attenuation, on a point still — ee 

‘more important—one of the poitits*of view prominéntin your learned discussion. Eg 

Yes, sir; while we may seek the advantages of ‘a conimion currency among nations, = = § 

| we may admit that the monetary problem is not absolutely identical among themall.. © § 
_- Money has incontestably a relation with the prices in use in different nations,and = Od 

with their economic condition. There have been some at times who have treated eg 

_. with disdain the aphorism of General Mansfield-in his work on money, that iron is eee 
the monetary metal of a people extremely poor, copper that of a people who are poor, oy 
silver of a people who are well to do, and gold ofa people who arerich, wd 

.» For-my part I consider this remark profoundly sensible. Among a half-barbarous ottig el 

- horde, where there is no trade except in simple articles of food and a few coarse tools, oe 
what would one do with a gold piece of higher value than the sum needed for the = 
usual purchasesand sales? Ed 

- In the eighteenth century Sweden, a poor country, got along with copper money, = ass 

coined in large pieces, and. England already, showed the growth of its riches by the =| 
importance of its gold currency, while silver predominated in the other European ss 
monetary systems. *  - ee 

J believe, sir, therefore, that there isa monetary problem which is common to every ss 

__- yich and civilized people of our time; but that the solutions of this problem undergo od 
-__ ¢ertain variations in the case of peoples too far removed from each other in the scale = sf 

of riches and civilization. That is to say, at the same time, that the superfluitv of a == ss 
great quantity of silver, about which some persons are. anxious in ease'the gold stand-- sss 

. . ard should predominate, is not, to my. mind, a necessary. consequence of the -agree- — noe 

- ment of the most advanced nations in the adoption of that standard. ee ed 
‘Ft will always be necessary to have enough silver for small change among a people — oe 

. . ‘who accept the gold standard; it will also be needed as the dominant money of other _ oe 
-_ nations less advanced, and perhaps, in proportion as the number of nations prepared ned 

: for the gold standard increases, there will be other nations for whom the useof silver =. § 
as money willbe progress. 

- Jt is in this light, as it appears to me, that I regard themonetary problem initsgen- = =. ff 
-- erality, identieal only among natioris which are placed at the head: of civilization. « =» . 

‘The fluctuations in the price of silver in 1876 are. not reconcilable with the legal ==——«.— isi‘ azdr 

-.- zelation between the value of that metal and the value of gold, as established by the = sf 
Jaws of certain countries. This legal relation might be generalized; yet the flactua- 

| tions of price, due, for instance, to the variations in production, would still disturb it. 
‘The idea of arriving at stability by the mere hypothetical extension of the moneymar- 4 
ket is a pure illusion. The English journal, the Economist, of the 30th of last Decem- sf 

3 - ber, in a vigorous article, seems to-me to have given a heavy blow to the chimera of 

the pretended universal bimetallism and its marvelous effects. But it is important to sg 
observe that, in our society, advanced in riches, silver, as a metal for currency, hase 

+ another disadvantage besides its instability of value. It has also the serious objection _ eo E 
of being inconvenient. Oo | | . Se 

- Priees have become so high, and luxury has increared-to such an extent, that to = J 
--@arry in silver all that is necessary for daily expenditures, especially when traveling, sd 

jg for many persons areal annoyance. = we EE 
-*... And if the forced circulation of paper money did not conceal. theexact situation of 

the country in this respect, we would perceive among ourselves, in the unlimited use. 
ef silver money, a cause of embarrassment which would be felt by every mind,and = § 

-. would lead to general complaint. 
-- Correggio, it is said, died in consequence of exhaustion, catised by being obliged to) J 
_- earry for a certain distance the price of a picture, which was paid for in copper. Many . Feo ol 

of our artists would find an inconvenience, not so mortal, I hop e, but still sériously = 
.. felt, if, in a locality where bank-notes were wanting, they had tocarryontheirshoulders .° (ws si 

_---'Phig inconvenience-of silver as a monetary metal concurs with its instability in sf 
value to hasten the progress of several European countries toward the gold standard. = 

-.-Jt will explain to you, perhaps, sir, why, since your note was prepared, Beloium has 
emphasized more strongly than ourselves the suspension of the coinage of silver five. = 

- frane pieces, limiting it by law, asI had proposed to the French senate; and whySpain 
-.... herself, belonging virtually to. the Latin union, is preparing for the adoption of the =f 

tary question, delivered by himin Belgium.” 
.  Ffolland is a little less advanced in this way than your learned note supposes. But = J 
_. the conversion ‘of the silver standard to a gold one can only be accomplished there by ae 

degrees, all the more slowly as Holland is ambitious to extend this transformation, at = =f 
. Yeast partially, to its Asiatie possessions as well as to its European territory.t The  .° ff 

‘United States of North America, sir, seem to protest against this mgvement. That = Se 
_, country isso important In the world ; its example in certain things is8o0 powerful; it =. -f 

| Oe - eens | : as 7 2 : *Se0 Le Frangais of November 22, 1876. Oo ue - oe : : . oe . ; oe ee ae . : 

Oe See the Aligemeine Zeitung of Augsburg, February7, 1877.



; 140, —“i*“‘“‘“‘“ FOREIGN RELATIONS. =” 
|... is so. worthy of. being considered even in the observations and studies of our Europe, _. i, that you will excuse me if I call your attention a little to its monetary course, not — 1 only because of its place in modern civilization, but also because it has the: advantage. 

of being represented by you among our nation. At the time of the monetary confer- | | ss enee of 1867, sir, North America, represented at that conference by Mr. Ruggles, took a _ 7..." lively part in the deliberations of that body.. The proceedings of the international. . i... . eonference were translated into English in your country, and diffused to the numberof = . 7 ~~. *. "6,000 copies in your vast territory. .An authorized voice from your Senate echoed the |... sentiments of the conference, and six years: later, on the Ist of April, 1873, a law was | passed which struck the silver dollar from your lists of moneys, and indirectly estab- t lished the system of the gold standard. =~ = = | 2 oo Poo The preceding year a. message of President. Grant, on the 4th of March, 1872, had 1 _ _ even proclaimed gold the standard of value for the whole world... Austria, by its loan _ | 4 _ made in gold combined with its legislation founded on the silver standard, seems to 2 Boo conform to this principle. We note this incidentally. = ss | . 
Po Things followed their course in this diréction in your country until the great depre- a Po ciation of silver occurred in 176. - : a ee . y.  ...- Then. a bill appeared in your legislation, adopted in the month of April last, which | a _ made silver legal tender up to the amount.of fifty dollars. Pa ae | i... This measure, though a littie out of the precedents of legislation in regard to a sin- | 1. _ gle gold standard, in reality respected the principle of it perfectly. We ourselves pro- _ | oo _.. posed, in 1870, in accordance with the conclusion of the monetary inquiry,to allowsil- > |. Yer to be legal tender as high as one hundred francs. But your people havetakena | 1 liking to the resumption of coining, which has taken place for small payments in spe- |; -——-_—s le, on the basis of this bill, An issue of 23,846,000 silver dollars in your country,in ‘ae » 1876, contributed to Taise the price of silver throughout the world.* ©, _ Cn Oe {.  .* - . #» The reaction against a single standard of gold has, since that time, declared itself | +. + emphatically in a proposition adopted-in your House of Representatives, t and which a oa a tends to the re-establishment of your old silver dollar as legal tender to an unlimited | ! 7... amount with the legal relation to. gold of about 1 to 16.. A committee of your Senate  —s_— 7 . =. has the subject. under examination; an amendment presented by Mr. Sherman indi- ! {> cates its importance, and there appears to be a disposition to wait for an expression of 7... public opinion before deciding, AS shat MARRERO 8 Bayt | de ae _ Men who, like myself, hope earnestly for the renewal of: the conciliatory movement — | a ... of 1867 among the most. advanced. nations of the two worlds, entertain wishes on this _ : 

bo If new views invalidate those of the conference of 1867, it would. be useful to have ae |... these views discussed in anewconference. == re - ‘ae Tf, on the contrary, the temptation of local interest, easy: to understand, had influ- | a enced the disposition of the American Representatives in favor of home producers of | | |... silver, seeking to place under the best conditions a metal, the employment of which — | go as money would revive its price, all disinterested observers would be struck with the — ) | .__- purely ephemeral advantage of this measure. After the temporary profit realized by eo _ the producer. of silver in the monetary. system of the union, the price of silver would : i. ~~ molongerhaveadurable support. © © °° Co te SE ) A ._ After the flow of an amount of silver into the monetary system of North America — - oo ae had once been realized, it would be found that an act of interior commerce had,in a. : __ Manner, been accomplished, rather than an act of general and far-sighted legislation. : i ~~ ‘Viewed in this aspect, the legislation of your country would risk being less the : i a principle of reaction against the gold standard than a relief offered temporarily tothe me , enlightened nations who adopt it, and who would profit by it for the transformation | 4 _ Of their system of metallic circulation. ee D : so i vs _ Already, it seems, glancing over the statements in the English Economist. in rela- on __ tion to. the receipts of value in the market of London, that Germany avails. herself i with incontestable ability of the rise of price- for several months past caused-by the , | ° emission of American silver money. She is preparing to complete her reform by == poo _ striking gold pieces of 10 marks and of 5 marks. ee re i; —._-—. As to us, who, while reserving, or appearing to reserve, the question of principle, I -. .  . have for eighteen. months suspended all admission of silver at. the office of our mint, | ne to the affluence of gold in our mint seems to repay us for renouncing the coinage of _ Po silver. Since the first of January we have struck not less than 28,426,160 franes.. 2 a: - The’progressive and intelligent political economists ef Europe who are occupied _ . 
i... +. with monetary questions will therefore be divided between the desire to see America, | 7 

. in the interest of general legislation, keep in the path of its legislation from 1872 to . 1876 and. that of receiving from her the means of disburdening their national circulation, a, at the least cost of the ballast of silver which exceeds what. is necessary fora suitable 

Bo It is for America, it seems to me, to choose between its past, in the progress now . 
aa ° oe __. *See the Economist-of the 23d of December, 16 | qo a . +See the Economist of the 10th of February, 1877. |



going forward, and a renunciation of that past, to the profit of nations who are more = ——«& 

.. The first of these alternatives seems to me the only one worthy of her, of the part == ss sé 
_. she played in 1867, of the intellectual luminaries she employs for her guidance, among oe oe 

. ‘whom you fill your place worthily, oe 
- You will, I trust; excuse me for having submitted these observations to your impar- eS 
tial attention in regard to an economic question which you have treated, and which al 
holds your country in suspense—a question upon which the advanced nations of. the _ le 
two worlds can extend to each other’a friendly hand if the grand instincts of modern oe 

_- democracy are everywhere guided by the torch of philosophy and of true science... wag 
Accept, sir, &C. 0 oO Poe | 

pes oo Mr Hitt to Mr. Beart, 

—  -No.1470.) = Legation or tHE Unitep Svatms, =F 
Paris, March 29,1877. (Received Aprilll.) J 

Str: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a letter from Mr. = =f 
| Crépon, representing the stoek-brokers’ association, Inquiring inregard = —— 

to the new United States 45 per cent. three hundred million loan, with  —— J 

a view to its admission to the Paris bourse, and acopy of my reply, =. = [ 
together with translations of both letters, 

_- He also suggests the advantage of establishing an office in France ss 

_. for the payment of coupons on our bonds; and as this suggestion comes sf 
.. from a source enjoying high consideration here in the financial world, lt |. J 
_. forward the correspondence to you, that you may,if youdeemitadvi- = | f 

sable to do so, transmit it to the Secretary of the Treasury. = = | | 

oo ee 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 1470.—Translation.] CS oe Lo OF es ee q 

a a -- Assoctation-or StockHorpERS,§ = > tists—s—=*SY 
ne Syndical Chamber, 6 rue Ménars, Paris, March 24,1877. 

- Sr: The syndical chamber is solicited to admit to the negotiations.of the Paris = 

_. bourse the United States 44 percent. loan, 15-30, ($300,000,000,) created, by act of = = sd 
-. Congress of July 14, 1870, and January 20, 1871, and granted to Messrs. Rothschild and = —«.—.—s— 
 Geligman fréres, 

_. Convinced of the advantage there would be in officially negotiating this new fund of -  . + 
- @ government which justly enjoys much credit and favor, and whose bonds are for this = ———s 

- reason widely diffused among the French public, the syndical.chamber is entirely dis- = i ss 
posed to permitittobe quoted. 

But before taking this decision it would like to be assured by authentic documents == 
in relation to this loan. For this purpose it cannot do betterthan to apply to the first. =. si 

representative in France of the republic of the United States. 
have the honor to request, sir; that you will kindly procure for the syndical cham-. =. ss 

| ber the information at your disposal, and also let me know: Ist. Whether the new | | 

| Joan is quoted officially at, the stock exchange of New York; 2d. Whether there is ~ —s | 
already a sufficient quantity of the bonds positively issued to meet the wants of . .—.-& 
business. Peg 2 a ESE eo OO Gee 

Finally, sir, I will avail myself of this occasion to call-your attention to the notable as sss 
| - advantage it would be to the French. holders, at present very numerous, of American. . ff 

. bonds, to be able. to cash'their coupons in France, at. some office which might be chosen... si (sss 
by your. government, and no longer be compelled to submit to conditions which are. 

-. sometimes, perhaps, very high, 
> Please accept, sir, the assurance of my high consideration. © 

| Se ee a a CREPONG 20 uae 
oe First Assistant Syndic of the Association of the Stock-brokers of Paris. === 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary,



fee TAB _ FOREIGN RELATIONS. sss 

}. Sir: Thave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant ) 
;.. _—_: Requesting information in regard to the 43. per cent. $300,000,000 loan of the United. 
yoo States. In reply I inclose to you herewith a copy of the acts of Congress of July 14,0 
Pooo 1870, and of January 20, 1871, to authorize the refunding of the national debt, in ac- ; +s eordance with the provisions of which laws thisloan isissued. By thetextofthelaw : too it will-be seen that the bonds are redeemable -after September 1, 1891, in coin, with 2 
1...» interest in coin at 44 per cent. per annum, payable quarterly; that they areexempt = Jo .. - from-all taxation, and that the.proceeds of the sales of these bonds are to be applied - — | 
7... to redeem and cancel outstanding 5-206 percent.:bonds. ss . CEES | deen I have to say further in response to your inquiries that this loan is now quoted > 1... officially at the stock exchange of New York 3 that I-am advised that more than. | 1... $120,000,000 of these bonds have already been sold, and as the conversion provided. — ! |... for by the laws referred to is going on rapidly, it may be expected that the entire | 7... > §$800,000,000 will be issued and in the hands of purchasers before long.. You remark | 2 , that there would be an advantage in having an agency in France where French bond-- .... -holders might cash their coupons. Such has not been the course of the Government 2 io... Of the United States heretofore, though several of the States have issued sterling bonds ~ » . which were payable in London. _ copay Pe Gg | ~ It will give me pleasure, however, to convey your suggestion to my government. __ 2 ao D have the honor to be, &c.,\- Bee Eee Oe ee 2 ae NS RR ITT, ae a Chargé d' Affaires ad interim of the United States.. 

‘ae First Assistant of the Syndic of ‘the, Stock-brokers’ Association, Syndical Chamber, : 

Po in, it to Mr, Buarts, 

| ___._ Str: As the newspapers recently received here from America state 

|. discussion now in progress in regard to modifications in the French for- — 2 i: oe - 7 eign office. * . an “ . 2 : | , - ae . - - : ae cae . ° : : - oe ms oe : 

| _____ During last winter’s session of the assembly, an animated debate oc- po ‘curred in the senate, in which Mr. Arago on one side, and the Duke _ : i+. _Deeazes, minister of foreign affairs, on the other, took the principal 
io... -~parts, concerning the condition of the diplomatic and consular Service . ! 
i ~: Of France, and especially the wide separation in rank and functions be- _ | 

i; ..... . tween those employed in these two branches of the same department of | |.» ‘the government. Incident: to the debate, the general efficiency of the | | present system came under discussion, and was'freely criticised, The ; .._.. Duke Decazes vindicated his department with his accustomed ability. : 
i... Seon after a decree appeared,* of date. February 1, making. several. | i modifications in the organization and in the regulations governing ad-. | 
; mission, and with it a carefully considered report by the Duke Deca- 

| __.__In the present organization of the Freneh foreign office, which isfixed i... by the decree of December 26, 1869, but which in fact dates from | | -——s«:1882, when its leading features were definitely adopted, there isa burean | | of political affairs charged with the direction of diplomaticagents, and; 
|. a bureau of commercial affairs tor the direction of consulates. Ithas. |
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been said that they are so completely-apart as:to'give rise to diverging => 
_ and sometimes contradictory instructious which may in some cases be =f 

In consequence of the supreme importance of the foreign relationsof =f 
France as a part of the European concert of nations, the diplomatic or 
political department is watched with constant solicitude and adminis- ee 
tered with all the ability the government cancommand. Ontheother = § 

hand as’ commercial questions are becoming more and more extended, = = =— ff 
it is the more essential that they be confided to those who, devoting = 

<The minister provides, however, that a commission be created, com- =F 

upon all questions which relate to both bureaux, thus insuring commu- sf 

matic agents to.the consular service, and vice versa,in the same grades. = ss 
‘his has been done heretofore, but the usage is thus regulated more — eed 
precisely. - eee eee 
The last and most interesting practical subject is thatof therules = = ff 

_ fore they receive remunerative rank, that is, become paid attachés,con- = sf 
gular pupils, or secretaries of the third class. Once admitted theirten- = =f 
ure of office is practically permanent, or during good behavior, while | 

positions are, changed from time to time by transfers or promotions. =f 

o - runs all through the service; thus, after a candidate is at last admitted =, 

to be'secretary of the third class three years must'be passedinthe serv-- sf 
jee before he can be appointed secretary of the second class,and then sf 

not less than three years more before he can become a first secretary. Ase 

-..- ‘The terms of admission now prescribed cannot be more clearly stated 

than as formulated in the sixth and seventh articles of the new decree —s<&E 

of February 1, which imposes the ‘same rule upon both branches of the =. JJ 

BOPVIRE, BO ed 

. + gonsuillar’service unless he has a diploma of licentiate either in law or sciences, anda = sO 
. Jmnowledge of two foreign languages. 

__“‘Anticus 7. No one shall be appointed paid attaché in the political (diplomatic)or =| 
-__ eonsular sérvice of the central administration, secretary of the third class, or consular 

_ ‘pupil, unless ‘he has previously obtained a certificate of aptitude from aspecial jury. == 
--- Diplomatic‘attachés will not-be admitted to examination untilafter two yearsofservice = 

is that the examination heretofore required of candidates for: consular (ss 

the minister of foreign affairs. In addition to the diplomaofilicentiate, = = = [
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|. ton is rigorously enforced. He receives no pay so lon g as he serves — | _-— as Supernumerary in the home bureau, or attaché abroad, which is gen- - | __ @tally from three to four years, sometimes much longer. The Duke |... Deeazes discusses this whole subject with such clearness and authority 

Poco In order to be admitted to make part of the personnel of the consular service, itis 
fo... Mecessary to have obtained the grade of licentiate in one of the faculties, of law, of 
it... letters, or of sciences, and to pass ‘anexamination, the conditions of which are marked. 
fo. out. by. a ministerial order. of July 13, 1868. . This examination is upon political econ- : fp . * omy, the law of nations, administrative law, diplomatic ‘history, physical and political _ 
|... geography, and the living languages. The. candidates are classed by order of merit, , 
joe and after a period of service as supernumeraries, which generally varies from three to. 

: _ four years; they obtain their appointment as paid attacliés to the bureau for the direc= 
| > ~~: Hon of commercial affairs, or as consular pupils in-one of our principal consulates-gen- 

|", ber 17, 1853, August 18, 1856, and December 26, 1869, upon the production of the di- 
to _. ploma of licentiate in law. In pursuance of a report by the minister of foreign affairs; = 
| 0 Mareh 14, 1860, it was decided that an examination upon the law of nations, politi Pee cal history, and living languages should take the place of the diploma. Lam of opin- | 
|... ion that with the very rare exceptions which justify themselves, and which T willpro- | |... pose to you to make in favor of officers of the ‘army and navy and topographical and | |... - mining engineers, it is important to exact both one diploma and the examintion. A | -. ___ Special commission will be: charged with the revision of the programmeaswell as for 
|. °__ the consular attachés as for the diplomatic attachés. © = ce a 1 _ ,, These programmes should, naturally, differ in several points, according to the par- peo. ticular necessities of each of the two careers. ‘The time when the candidates should 

ee _ be admitted to pass examinations should. also be established. .  -_- | EL 
|. __. In consequence of the wants of our exterior service, the number of diplomatic super- |. __—_:szBumeraries is very high. A few years ago the figure at one time.rose above one hun- + dred. Reduced at present to what is strictly necessary, there are still seventy who are fr distributed between the cabinet of the minister, the bureau for the direction of politi. | 

| .« to six or seven years, imposes upon’ the attachés who are'sent. abroad pecuniary bur- 
fo . dens which are very onerous at. most of the posts, besides the. great losgoftime, fr Tt is just to consider these sacrifices and to facilitate admissions to the supernumer- a 
Pc ariate for young men who submit to them, by only. requiring of them at first the =. PE diploma of licentiate and knowledge of two foreign languages, deferring the examina- — ho tion: until their real: entry upon the career, which only commences in fact for them at _ ee 
Pe _ the time of their appointment to the first grade that is paid. The test should be under- — He! |. Sone after two years of supernumerariate, of which at least one should be passed . — , 

j-——‘These rules should be applied equally to the small number of young men who ara : peo engaged at the bureau for the direction of commercial affairs, awaiting theirappointment 
| _. to the grade of paid attaché in that bureau or consular papils., They should beex- | i... * empted from residing one year abroad; the organization of the consulate not.comport- 
i _- ing with supernumerary attachés in the exterior service, but, like the diplomatic. at- | 
;-——_ taehés, they should be held 'to a preliminary supérnumerariate of two years. _ | 
; +. "+ ‘Phus for ‘both services the examination would determine not only whether the can- a 
- --.... didate possessed the general knowledge which forms part ofall, serious education, but 
; .. whether he had profited by the work in which he had been engaged, and whether he 1. °- - .- had acquired those special branches of knowledge which would put his professional . 
; aptitude beyond question. It is with this view that-the programmes of examinations 
| _-_-_-__- should. be revised for the consular as for the. diplomatic aspirants, and.to this point 
| .__-in ‘particular I would first call the attention of the commission charged with the re- a Bo vision and completion of. those now in force. = ee ee mee oo 

| __-_ mission above referred to:for the revision of the programmes of exam. 
| __ ination for candidates for the positions of paid attaché in the central = 
| ___ administration, secretary of the third class, and consular pupil. Itcon- 
; .__._ Sists of eleven members, and the character of the gentlemen composing — | 

| _ Saint Vallier; Mr. Antonin Proust, a distinguished republican deputy | 
'  _» and-special friend of Mr. Gambetta; the venerable Baron de Viel Cas- |



‘tel, diplomat.and author; the Marquis of Chateaurenard ;.Mr. Baudin, : : 
minister plenipotentiary; Mr. De Clereq, minister plenipotentiary and = 
author of the excellent “‘Guide Pratique des Consulats;” Mr. Desprez, - 

_. direetor of the diplomatic bureau, and Mr. Murand, director of thecon- = = ~— & 
sular bureau, at the foreign office; Mr. Lenglet, consul-general at -Lon-— - t 

don; and Mr. Sorel, one of the authors of an able treatise on the law ° | 
of nations, which hasjust been published. F 
|. This extra-parliamentary commission, after organizing, divided into | | 

- two subcommittees, one charged with the diplomatic, and. the other _ _&£— 
with the consular programmes of examination. They have been in de- | | 
 Jiberation for several weeks, and last Wednesday completed their labors, __ | 

_ which will be submitted to the full commission as soon as it meets. 
The commercial or consular subeommittee adopted.a programme for _ | | 

- the examination of. candidates for consular pupils, prepared by Mr. De _ | 
— Clereq and Mr. Lenglet, and which is based on the regulations intro- | 

duced in 1847 by Mr. Guizot, on the proposition-of Baron de Bussiere,  &§ 
_. then minister of Francein Holland. =. | 

In the other subcommittee, which was engaged upon the programme 
for candidates for paid attaché in the central administration, or seere- &§ 
tary. of the third class, there was a ‘long debate, and it was decided =~ | 

-. that there should be two examinations; first, on mere admissibility, | 
- comprising written compositions; second, a definitive examination of os 

those admissible, whieh should be oral, © oe E 
The Marquis of Chateaurenard had urged that the examination for | 

admissibility should be exclusively upon the English and German lan- &§ 
-. guages, and should be both written and oral; but, on the motion of Mr. 

_ Proust, the subcommittee decided that the examination for admissibil- = =  —= f 
ity should inelude not only four written tests in English and in Ger- OE 
“man, but also four written tests—on diplomatic history from 1648 to oe , 
1873, on international law public and private, on commercial matters, — | 
and on the analysis of the papers in a contested case. The oral exam- | | 

ination, to succeed the examination on admissibility, embraces the = =  ~— | 

same matters, and also a knowledge of the constitution of each modern : 4 
state. | | ee ee - 

_ The full commission will reassemble some time during the latter half I 
of this month, when the Duke Decazes will-preside, and I am informed. ae 
that some questions which are regarded with. lively interest in diplo- | - 

- matie circles will then be discussed, such @a8— ese 
1. The question of open competition for admission to be supernumer-_ | 

ary. This would bea long step toward popularizing the service, and-an | 
' evidence of the growing spirit of republicanism. | 

2, The composition of the juries of examination, a most important | 
question in practical effect. — REPRE aes Cg ; 
8. The encouragement to be given to the study of Oriental lan- | : 

|. 4, The amount of premium or extra allowance to be paid to those | 
secretaries or other agents of the government who acquire a knowledge | | 
-of another language in-addition to those required by the programmes of _ 4 
examination. This is substantially adopting a regulation from the — a | 

_ British service, where it has been found to operate well.* | oT 
$5. The publication of an annual volume like the English “Foreign Office a : 

List” or our own * Register of the Department. of State,” giving asa. | 
- guarantee against favor the dates of appointment, advancement, trans- | 
fer, promotion, &c., of each person in the service. Such a publication = | 

, we  * See Foreign Office List, 1877, page 239, Regulations, &c. oe | |
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| will be ‘a useful innovation, for these facts are not. as easily accessible 
oo here as in our government. It is probable that the compensation of each 

foo | willalso be given. = , ner ee 
_ AS in almost all European governments, officials in high places receive 

2 more, and those in the lowest grades receive less, in France than in the 
: ‘United States. Notwithstanding the immense. reduction which took. 

| place upon the establishment of the republic, when hundreds of lucra- 
| ‘tive positions were entirely abolished, the compensation of the higher 

functionaries is large compared with those in corresponding positions in 
: our country. The President of the French Republic receives $120,000 | 
| per annum as salary, is allowed $60,000 more for his household, and 
4 $60,000 for traveling expenses; in all, $240,000. The palace of the Elysée 
| is allotted to him for his residence at Paris, and there is an official resi- 

_ dence.also at Versailles. The minister of foreign affairs, like each of | 
. the other members of the cabinet, receives $12,000 per annum, and each | 

: undersecretary, - $6,000. For each department. there is an extensive , 
pile of buildings, sonie of them magnificent, in which there are suites of | 

1 splendid rooms, furnished by the government, for the official entertain- ; 
: _ ments of the ministers.* Clérks only receive from $300 to $400. . So,also, 
1 | the great embassies are salaried at rates unknown to our economical , 

| government. Take, for example, ten of the posts-of first importance , 
, in diplomacy, and the salaries. paid to .their representatives at. those | 
: | cities by France, Great Britain, and Germany. ’ France pays to her rep- ! 
i resentative at St. Petersburg, $50,000; at London, $40,000; at Rome, | 

3 one embassador to the Pope, $22,000, and one to the King, $22,000; at | 
| Berlin, $28,000; at Vienna, $34,000; at Madrid, $24,000; at Constanti- 

I nople, $22,000; at Pekin, $17,000; at Washington, $16,000. Great | 
| - Britain pays to her representative at St. Petersburg, $39,000; at Rome, | 

_ ~ $35,000; at Paris, $50,000; at Berlin, $35,000; at Vienna, $40,000; at 3 
, Madrid, $25,000; at Constantinople, $40,000; at Pekin, $30,000; at 2 
, Washington, $30,000.. Germany t pays to her representative at Paris,. : 

$48,000; at London, at $36,000; at St. Petersburg, $36,000. Houses. : 
_ are also furnished in some of these cases, and in others a liberal allow- | 

: | anceismadeforrent. © Fes ! 
a _ The large body of secretaries and attachés receive a compensation : 

| below what is absolutely necessary for living in the circle in which they 
T - are placed. In the French diplomatic service there are twelve secre- 

| taries of the first class, two of whom receive salaries of $2,800, three: | 
| ss receive $2,600, and the remaining seven $2,400 each ; of the second sec- | 
: retaries, two receive $2,200 and twenty-one receive $2,000, and there : 
i are twenty-three secretaries of the third class who receive $1,000. 
i | each. For those who are stationed at posts which are deemed excep-. | 
| | tionally expensive, among which is Washington, there is an additional. : 
: allowance of about 20 per cent. The whole body of supernumeraries ~ __ 
, and unpaid attachés receive nothing. The united salaries of the entire 
i corps of fifty-eight secretaries of embassy and legation of all classes only __ 
t amounts to a little more than twice as much as the salary of the one | ( 
i embassador to St. Petersburg. | Cs ae ee a 

| | a | 2 os Rk. BR. HITT. 

| * In former times, under the law of April 23, 1833, article 12, the ministers lived in : 
; _ the public buildings. The republic took this privilege from them by article 27, law of. 
i September 16, 1871... Some of them, however, do actually use public buildings for resi- 
i 7 dence purposes. A bill restoring this privilege passed the Senate on the 16th of last. 
i February, and is now pending in the Chamber of Deputies, where it will come up for: | 
: . discussion as soon as the Assembly meets. oo _ | | 
po t Journal des Debats, March 3, 1877. pk es |
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0 Mr, Hitt to Mr. Hearts. ee OS ; 

No. 1478.) ~=———_ LEG ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 

Paris, April 24,1877. (Received May 10.) . | 

Sr: Yesterday, in an interview with Senator Krantz, the general I 

~ commissioner of the Paris Universal Exposition of 1878, he informed me - 

that scores of persons and a still greater number of letters come to him 

on behalf of American exhibitors inquiring for. the regulations estab-  & 

lished and the facilities that will be offered to our countrymen desiring = 

to take part in the exhibition. This legation is also in daily receipt 

of applications for information on this subject, to which the uniform re- | &§ 

ply is given, that the French administration not admitting or dealing _ | | 

with individuals except through the authorized representation of their |  &§ 

: nationalities, and no commission having been appointed by our govern- — ae | 

-. ment, nothing can be done except to wait for further action at Wash- | 

ington... - oe | a | | 
¥ * * * * * *% L 

Mr. Krantz assured me that the rumors which seem to be started 

periodically, as to a postponement or abandonment of the exhibition in = = [| 

: consequence of the impending war in the Hast, or other causes, were _ I 

wholly groundless, and that it was a fact as positive as could be estab- ae 

lished for an event in the future, that the exhibition would open on the | 

1st of May, 1878; that the applications of exhibitors from France and | | 

‘England alone already numbered over 60,000, and the display by those a 

two countries would be sufficient for an exhibition that would be worthy — | 

to rank as a world’s fair; that Austria, Belgium, Italy, Spain, Norway | 

and Sweden, South America, and the extreme Orient give evidence that - | 

they will not only occupy all the space allotted them, but will want | 

more. es Be 7 a | OF 

From various sources I hear of extraordinary and costly preparations | 

by French manufacturers to exhibit in their full strength. The enor- | 

‘mous constructions for the exhibition, covering eighty acres in the ~ | 

Champ de Mars and thirty on the heights of Trocadéro, are going for- | | 

--ward rapidly by the aid of an army of workmen, horses, railways, cars, § &— 

- and all the machinery of excavation and erection. —s_ a | 7 

- Mr. Krantz informs me that the French general commission has re- OT 

served in its entirety, and will continue to reserve as long asitcan be | 

done without compromising the general interests of the exhibition, the oe | 

space originally set apart for the United States. OS Ua es a | 

Precaution bas been taken to so arrange the galleries in the build- | 

ings intended for the special exhibition of the fine arts that itis believed — | 

| that ample and. satisfactory room will be given to our countrymen as © ae 

- goon as our government will make known itswants. © |... | | 

- The construction is proposed of an annex, for exhibitors from the —— [| 

- United States, in the open grounds reserved along avenue Suffren, bor- ©  -— 

dering the Champ de Mars, as it is expected that our citizens, like | | 

those of other countries, will need further space for bulky articles and — , 

. cumbrous products, such as agricultural machines, the materials of rail- | I 

/ "Ways, Specimens pertaining to metallurgy and mines, &c., which would 

take up too much room in the main building. = a ne | | 

The French general commission has from the first refused to believe | 

that the United States would not accept the invitation of France to— | 

- take part in the great international solemnity which is preparing for the | 

year 1878, and understands well that circumstances which are excep- |
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1 _. tional have thus far prevented our’ government from responding. It 
} has therefore regarded with constant and earnest consideration the de- _ 
Go sire every day manifested by our artisans and artists to enter the field — 
| where the progressive forces of the whole world are invited for trial. 

2 ___ In consequence of the position occupied by Mr. Krantz, and the en- 
1 | _ lightened zeal with which he discussed this subject, I send you the sub- 
; stance of his observations. Og 

oo. _ . Should you deem it advisable to cause publicity to be given to the 
1 _ -faet that the French general commission does not entertain individual | 
1 7 _ applications of any kind from foreigners.except. through the national 
] commissions, it might save our people a large amount of useless letter- 
| | writing, Je EES . 
| A ave, © ae 

| oe  No98 mo Be 

: ir Washburne to Mr. Evarts. = 

| — No. 1482.] ee LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
. oe - Paris, May 4,1877. (Received May 17.) | 

, Siz: I arrived at Paris on the very day of the reopening of the two | 
: chambers, after a recess of one month. The event was looked forward _ | 
4 , _ to with some curiosity, if not with anxiety, forit was known that the Duke | 

_ Decazes would make an important declaration in regard to the policy : 
1 of France during the diplomatic campaign which preceded the war _ 2 
i which has just broken out, and defining its attitude until peace should 
’ | be restored, ee oe | 
1 The declaration was frank and straightforward, and was frequently : 

| _ Interrupted by applause. “We are free from all engagements,” said the 2 
i | _thinister. “Six months ago we were anxious for peace both for Europe | 
i and for ourselves; to-day we are anxious to pteserve. it for ourselves.” | 
1 __ “ We are enabled,” he added, “to inform you that our relations with ! 
i foreign states have never been on a better footing than to-day. Noth- : 
i - ing in the language of neighboring states,” he continued, “allows any 
t _ doubt to exist either as regards their peaceful sentiments or the value | 

ft. they attach to strengthening the bonds of amity between themselves 7 
i and the Government of the French Republic.” It was noticed that the | 
; . _. Duke was very emphatic in pronouncing the words, “Government of the , 
i . French Republic.” 5 Se 
, This declaration, important and satisfactory as it is tothe French 
[ | people, took no one by surprise, for the policy. of peace and the ‘strict | 
i neutrality of France is essential to her future interests. But some sur- | 
: _*-«*~prise was created upon reading the closing dispatch of the diplomatic 
2 : correspondénce which the Duke Decazes presented to both houses at the - 
: same time he made his declaration. This dispatch is very recent, its | 
{ date being fhe 25th of April. It is in the shape of a circular addressed =| 
1 | to all the diplomatic agents of France for the purpose of reminding | 
| ‘them of the order of ideas in which the French Government has acted — 
1 ‘in the recent conflicts, as.well as the attitude it proposes to assume. | 
; After remarking that the good offices of France, as well as those of. | 
: the other European cabinets, had been appealed to by both Turkey and 
1 _ Russia, in view of finding a means of conciliation between the Porte and 
: its Christian population, the minister states that, “though the difficulties 

: so ; ' i
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of reaching-a mode of settlement were numerous, the cabinets thought = 
they had reached the end of their patient efforts-when they signed the = == § 
protocol of the 3lst.of March. But,the advisers of the Sultan declined = = ff 
that. compromise which provided for Turkey an honorable means of ae 
pacifically solving the difficulties in the midst of which she was strag- | 

 gling.” The minister then goes on to show, in aclear and peremptory - — § 

argument, that, after the conference of Constantinople, Turkey had _ | 
. stated that she was in accord with the European plenipotentiarieson all = = = —s 

the points except two; that she had herself intimated that fartherde- = = == =f 
liberation would remove all obstacles to acomplete understanding; that | 
the London protocol was calculated to realize that. desire,and that, nev- = = = ff 

ertheless, ‘‘a contrary interpretation prevailed at Constantinople and. , 

- diplomatic action in the sense in which it has been exercised duringtwo ss 
years : 
You ean see, therefore, that the French foreign minister throws upon __ | 

Turkey the whole burden of responsibility for the present war. This ff 
language was unexpected. It indicates surely a modification in thetra- © = ff 
ditional policy of France in regard to Turkey, which she has always sus- : 
tained, particularly against Russia. There are good reasons to believe - | 
that the Government. of Constantinople was made aware beforehand of ~ ee 
these sentiments, and that the action it took recently was governed. by | —& 

- osthischange, 
| You have doubtless been made aware, before this time, thaton the — | 

very day when Russia deelared war against Turkey (April 24) the Porte _ | 
applied to, the powers, parties to the treaty of Paris, for a mediation, _ | 
based on article 8 of that. treaty, which provides that, in case of diffi- | J 
 gulty between Turkey and any one of those powers, the others would  — JJ 

-- endeavor to prevent further trouble by friendly intervention. Inmaking.  —s_ 

this application, the Porte intimated that this new action of the powers _ | 

could be based upon the protocol of London, which she had just de-- , a 

clined to even take into consideration. This unexpected concession was. . 

_ hardly made known when the Porte came forward again and declared . 

| that she accepted the protocol. Of course it was too late. War had. UE 

been declared by. Russia, which had put her troops into motion,and 

could entertain no such proposition coming at such atime. If myin- | 
formation is correct, this proposition has not been pressed upon Russia , 

_ by the powers, who very well understood that it could have no.chance = | 
of success. France, at least, only consented to transmit it without any, — J 

_ kind of indorsement. This sudden and rather strange step of Turkey, | 

taken at the last moment, and after she had treated Europe with some- _ - 

thing very like bullying in the conference, scorned all her advices, and 
assumed an attitude in defiance of her wishes, has given rise to the —  &§ 

~  guspicion.that Turkey is now ready to go as far‘in the way of conces- - 7 

sion as she before went in declining allintervention. | 
. However this. may be, it-is certain that Turkey has developed an un- | 

expected weakness on the Danube, where Kurope had every reason to — : 

--pelieve she was strong. In fact, shé holds all that portion of this great sf 
stream which flows through her dominions. On the Bulgarian side she J 
has many fortified points, and was supposed to have a. rather large army. — | 
The Roumanian side is defenseless; and the troops of this principality «| 
had evacuated the only place where they could have made any show of _ «| 
resistance, if they intended it.. Turkey also commands the river, and | 
has plying upon it a number of gunboats, of which a great deal was | | 
said when they were built. With all these facilities she has not landed) ss § 

a soldier on the left bank of the Danube.’ She has allowed Russia to _ |
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| come down unresisted from Jassy to Galatz, to take possession of a rail- 
| _ way bridge at Barboche, of the first importance, which everybody be- _ 
| | lieved Hobart Pasha’s gunboats would destroy, and to plant there bat- _ 
| __ teries which we hear now are in full operation. This is certainly a bad 

] . . Opinions are widely divided here in regard to the great issues involved 
| in the war. The antiquated doctrine of the necessity of maintaining 
] | the integrity of the Ottoman Empire for the sake of the equilibrium of . 
| | Europe, though much shaken by the events consequent upon the war 
| - Of 1870, is still upheld by many, and such an enlightened paper'as the 
: Journal des Débats expounds it now every day. It is always difficult 
| _, to depart from the traditional policy of a country, and the French peo- 
| ple have not yet fully realized that what was called in the old diplomatic 
1. | school of Europe the “ balance of power” has lost its former significa- | 
| tion, and that the conditions of the modern civilized world require a — 

_ broader policy, resting less on the supposed interests of the governments —| 
i . than on those of the populations. a ae 
lO | _ These views, however, are now making their way, and I'am inclined , 
] _ to believe that they have already influenced the majority in favor of. | 
7 Russia. The Russians are very popular in France and in Paris; I may | 
1 Say that thev share with the Americans the privilege of being the | 
1 _ favorites of French society, particularly in the higher classes. Besides — | 

| this social tendency, there is an unavowed political reason which works | 
: ‘strongly in favor of the Czar; it is that every increase of the power | 

| and influence of Russia will tend to reduce proportionally the power and | 

| influence of Germany. In official circles it is evident that this senti- — 
; | ment prevails. I have no doubt it would prevail all through France if | 
fo the force of events had not made Russia the principal agent of repeated 
; assaults on the treaty of Paris, which France considers her own work, — | 
i . though it was the result of a policy pursued entirely for the personal | 

benefit of the Emperor Napoleon, and from which France derived no 

: | _ Tadd to this dispatch a printed translation of both the declaration ot ! 
the Duke Decazes. and of his circular of April 25. I send you, also, _ 

i _ the Livre Jaune, embracing the diplomatic correspondence of the French . 
| | Government in relation to the Eastern conflict from 1875 to 1877. Itis | 
i a bulky volume, containing more interesting and valuable documents | 
i than it has been the habit of the French foreign office to publish in this J 

| shape. oe a a So OO ! 
i _ Thave, &e., a Be po 
i oe Be oO KB. WASHBURNE. — ; 
1] . | | 7 _ an oo ; cas | - a ) 

an — oS [Inclosure 1 in No. 1482.—Translation.] oe | 

; | Dake Decazes (foreign affairs) then read the document, which is as follows: = . 
i _ MesstrurS: The hopes which I expressed in the name of the government in an- 7 
i other place on the 3d. November last, relative to the maintenance of peace.in the East, 
i unfortunately have not beenrealized. Warhas broken out between Russia and Turkey. | 

. I have the honor of presenting the most important documents of the correspondence if 
i which the department of foreign affairs has held with its agents since the commence- | 
| ment of the Eastern conflict down to the present moment.: You will there find an in- — 
L variable indication of the principles which have constantly inspired our policy. We 
| ° have joined in all the efforts which had for their object to solve by conciliation the. 
i pending difficulties, ns ee oe oo | i But if diplomacy has not succeeded in preventing the complications which have © 
| just broken out, we have at least the satisfaction of declaring to you that we are free 
po from all engagements. [Approval.} 5 0 7 ee . st 
| | Six months ago we were anxious for peace both for Europe and for ourselves; to day | 
i we are anxious to preserve it for ourselves. [More applause. | | |
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i. In-reminding you of the words which terminated the déclaration of the 3d Novem- | | : 

: ber, we desire to present within just limits the preoccupations which tend to indicate cen ; 

the opening of hostilities on the Danube as a prelude for the generaltrepose.. Without — : 

doubt the wise and prudent course is to allow for the unseen in such grave conjunctures. a | 

- But we nevertheless conceive that we are obeying a sentiment of patriotism in | oe 

directing your attention to the great importance of the ‘symptoms which induce ‘ 

us to regard the situation with calm and freedom. -[Cheers.] At the commencement 

of the crisis, we were in friendly and cordial relations with all the governments. 4 

-” ‘We had. évidence then how anxious they were to place the peace of the continent be- 4 

- yond the reach of the shiftings of the Eastern question. Now we find ourselves pos- ooo § 

sessed of the same views as they are, in expressing the desire that the war may be local- _* | 

: ized, and to hope that it will preserve until its termination the proportions with which a 

we have seen it commence. [Applause.Jo 0 a . | 

- In rendering homage to the intentions which animate the cabinets we can add that a 

they do not misconceive ourown. [Movement.] = ee Sa aa E 

Europe has not failed to ‘be struck by our attitude. and our acts, as well as by our oo 

persistent wish to remain in accord with it; of this we are assured, and we are thereby ee 

enabled to inform you that our relations with foreign states have never been ona bet- | .#f 

ter footing than to-day. [Great cheering.].. .. ee os | g 

-. This statement will acquire still more value in your eyes if you will only bear in | + 

-. mind that neighboring states share with us the privilege of not being involved by any a Ed | 

direct interest in present events. Nothing in their language allows any doubt to exist | &£ 

either as regards their peaceful sentiments or the value they attach to the strengthen- | U8 

- ing of the bonds of amity between themselves and the Government of the French Re- ee | 

~ public. [Approval.] re . a a — E 

‘Such are the statements we have felt it. incumbent upon us to make to the country. o£ 

[Cheers.] They may be summed up and made complete in few words: In the Eastern | E 

question, the most absolute neutrality, warranted by the most scrupulous abstention, | 

must remain the basis of our policy. [Generalcheers.] 0 0 - — 
France desires peace, [renewed cheers, ] peace with every one, [more approval,} and Me E 

we feel.assured we may count. upon your co-operation to secure its benefits for her: &£ 

ee [Enclosure 2 in No. 1482.—Translation.] ON . : 

ee | | CIRCULAR. a dea ea ee a | 
| Oo | | VERSAILLES, April 25,1877,  &£ 

: - Monsieur: In presence of the complications of which the East is becoming the the- 

ater, I feel bound to remind you of the order of ideas in which we have acted for the : 

purpose of preventing them, as well as the attitude we purpose to assume in this serious © 

- gonjuncture. te EE a ee : as SS  &§ 
| [shall not again place under your eyes the vicissitudes of a conflict which has been - 

going on for nearly two years, and which has not ceased, during all that time,to keep | | 

|. the governments on the watch. Desirous of preserving to Europe the benefits of-peace, a 

) we straightforwardly lent our-support to every effort to safeguard it or re-establish it. | | 

| We were solicited to do so by the Government of the Porte, which, from the.first,ap- . 

-_pealed to the good offices of the powers, and by the Cabinet of St. Petersburg, which, = 

shortly after, on the questions raised by the insurrections of the Balkans, induced the | 

~ action of the whole European concert. |. pL ELBA AP UE ONES Len ag 8 Be EET | 

_.- In mixing ourselves up in the negotiations which have taken place since that .mo- — | 

ment, we had at heart to aid in the work which had for object to find a means of con- a 

ciliation between the Porte and its Christian subjects, and to strengthen the accord of: | | 

the powers between themselves. The difficulties certainly were numerous; but after _ Oo & 

| having forseen that, if the Herzegovinian insurrection was not promptly appeased; it = | 

would speedily extend and. disturb: the centinental tranquillity; we could not allow. _ ae 

| ourselves to. be discouraged in the accomplishment of that task, common to all the _ | 
governments, and which consisted in preparing and maintaining their union. =i, | | 

| When the cabinets signed, after long deliberation, the protocol of the 31st March, they | 

| -- pelieved_that they were approaching the end of their patient efforts. We therefore — | 

learned with regret that the advisers of the Sultan declined that compromise, which, | 

however, provided for Turkey an honorable means of pacifically solving the difficulties. | 

in the midst of which she was struggling. Sc oo ri carr | 

-. _Immediately after the conference at Constantinople the Porte declared that it was in so | 

~~ gecord:with the European plenipotentiaries on all the points of their programmeexcept > | 

two. In its circular of the 25th January, 1877, it trusted that so restricted a dissension ca 

would not have for result to alienate from it the sympathies and friendship of Europe, : 
-and it thus indicated in an indirect way the opportunity of ulterior deliberations which . | 

- -would ‘at last remove all the obstacles to a complete understanding. © a OE
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| _ The London protocol seemed calculated to realize that desire, for the text, to which | we gave our assent, reduced the substance of the demands-and the advice of. Europe | : to the declarations made by the delegates of Turkey before the conference at Constan- | oe - tinople, and to the interior measures more recently decreed by the Sultan. | 1 Oo . Nevertheless, a contrary interpretation prevailed at Constantinople, and it precipi- | 1 - tated the extreme resolutions which have just closed the road of diplomatic action, in — ; the sense in which it has been exercised during two years. Jo De 7 1. | After so many efforts: to avoid that dénotiment, we have no more to do than to de- j _ ¢lare our fixed determination to remain: strangers to the complications which may be: . | oo the result. ae EE SE 
|. : Be pleased, then, to declare very plainly the poliey of Franee; it is the most absolute: 1, . neutrality, guaranteed by. the most scrupylous abstention. The unanimons sentiment — | of the country and its representatives, our distance from: the theater of the struggle, | : and, finally, the nature of our essential interests, all contribute to impose that attitude q upon us, and we should only modify it the day when fresh circumstances would per- 4 _ mit the common action of Europe to prepare and facilitate the return of peace. — | 4 | _ Accept, &e., — Se a oe : 1 I  DCAZES. 

fo ee llr, Washburne to Mr. Hoarts, Se nb 

bo No. 1506. = ss LEGATION OF THE Unrrep Stares, t | Paris, Fune 29, 1877. (Received July 11.) | , Sig: After two months of steady, careful, and in some respects very | 
wonderful preparations, for the persistent inundation of the Danubehad = 

0 compelled them to resort to extraordinary engineerin g work, the Russians. | i, have crossed that great stream. The event, as you have been apprised, ! 
' took place on the 22d instant in the vicinity of Ibraila, and was immedi- ; 
- ately followed by the capture of Matchin and Hersova, on the Turkish : 
: side. A Russian corps has now boldly penetrated in the swamps of the | 
, _ Dobrutcha; hostilities are open on the whole line of the Danube, from | 

Widdin to Galatz, and another and more im portant crossing of the river 2 ; . is hourly expected. From this moment only it can be said that active / +. operations have begun against European Turkey, and the calin observer 
fo can_easily forésee how, and even when, the struggle will end, if there be : 

no interference in the action of the contending parties, 
‘ee But this can hardly be expected. Without speaking of Great Britain, i whose interests are so deeply involved in the Eastern crisis, and of 

Germany, whose policy is unknown to every one, except, perhaps, tom 
\ _  * fewof her own statesmen, there is at least one continental power which 

_ cannot look with indifference on the progress of Russian arms, and remain , 
po & passive spectator of even a partial dismemberment of the Ottoman | 
‘ Empire: it is Austria, whose. action is now closely watched by every : 
i diplomatist. = rs ee : 
i - _ AS soon as it was known in Vienna that the Russians had successfully: | 

- crossed thé Danube, dispositions were taken to mobilize part of the. | 
3 _ Austrian troops and_to concentrate two army corps in Croatia and Dal- | | 

: - It is evident that these preparations are made in view of an occupa- ! 
i _ tion, in certain contingencies, of Bosnia and Herzegovina, but it is not 2 
i at all clear whether this move is to be directed against Russia or a gainst | 

i | The position of the Austro-Hungarian Empire is peculiar. The ele- ! 
‘ee ments of which that double-headed monarchy is composed are so widely | 
| different in race, language, tendencies, and the moral and material 

Interests of its two great divisions are so‘often antagonistic, that the. |
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possible consequences of the Eastern war are viewed very differentlyin = = =—s 

At Vienna it seems that there is no inclination whatever tocome to 
the assistance of the Turks, but a perfect. readiness to annex apartof = § 

- their Christian territory should an opportunity offer, 
_These dispositions can be explained, not only by the kind and friendly oe 

personal relations existing between the Emperor Francis Joseph and the : 
- Czar, but also on serious political grounds. © - 

Ever since the policy of Prince Bismarck has succeeded in almost. 
excluding Austria from Germany, the German subjects of the house of 
Hapsburg have lost the supreme influence they previously enjoyed, and / 

. the Hungarians have managed to appropriate so much of this influence — | 
that they can be considered as weighing somewhat heavily in the direc- - | 
tion of affairs, if not virtually ruling the empire.. The other popula-- == — 

tions have resisted this pressure, but always unsuccessfully, andin- order _ if 
to provide a counterpoise tothe increasing influence of the Magyars, 

| they would weleome any accession of territory which might give to their | 

action increased authority and power. The center of this movementis = =  — ff 
at Vienna, where very little, if any, sympathy is felt for the Turks, and 
where the Russians would find a ready support should they beinclined = ff 

| to give to Austria a share in the spoils of the Ottoman Empire. | . 

_ At Pesth, on the contrary, the Turks ‘have nothing but warm friends, = ff 

and no schemé tending to any diminution of their dominions can secure 
| the consent of the Magyars. They oppose equally the projeet of annex- , 

ing. any of the Turkish provinces, and the plan of erecting them into #4 
independent. states, or their incorporation in the Rassian Empire. It —  &| 

- must not be forgotten, in connection with these sentiments, that the  - 
_ arks have always been friendly to the Magyars; that they have often —  - 

in past times come to. their assistance; and that the Russians,on the | 
contrary, have helped Austria to put them down. when they endeavored: — | 
to recover their independence. YM gae dg SP oa Ee «| 

In presence of such conflicting tendencies in the governing classes of | 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire, any attempt to predict on which side the — - #- 
government will lean at last, would be presumptuous. .The prime min- — ae 

| _ ister, Count Andrdssy, although a Hungarian himself, is charged-by his 
- eompatriots with deserting. their cause in order to court the Emperor — 

Francis Joseph, who is known to be personally favorable to the views of «| 
| Prince Gortchakoff; but this charge rests on very slight grounds,and = = 

no action of his has yet shown that he intends to favor the disintegra-. - = § 
tion of the Ottoman Empire; many minor facts tend to the opposite | 
conclusion. Be this as it may, it is certain that Austria is preparing to | 
interfere in the war, and this step, if it is taken, will be, in my judgment,. 
the first one in a direction involving a general European war. | SE 

_ Another important fact pointing to the same conclusion is the very | 
unsatisfactory tone, in the light of British interests and prejudices, of - = & 

-- Prinee Gortchakoff’s reply to the note Lord Derby addressed last month | 
to Count Schouvaloff, when he was about-to proceed to St. Petersburg — f 
on a short leave of absence. Lord Derby had seized. that opportunity ! 
to place before the’ Russian ambassador some considerations of impor- 
tance to the future good understanding betweenGreat Britainand Russia. = =f 

| The reply made by Prince Gortchakoff, though fair, courteous, and in- — | 
-_ spired apparently by the desire of conciliating England and of dispelling. = — § 

her suspicions, is couched in terms of vague. generalities, the effect of | | 
which has been to increase the feeling of alarm.: .Forinstance,the prince, | 
who had before professed that Russia was acting in behalf of the Chris- . | 

-- tian powers, speaks now of the‘ particular interest which she has.at. _
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stake in the war,” and avoids to meet the plain declaration of Lord Derby 
to _ that Constantinople must not and shall not ‘‘ pass into other hands,” 
t and that the treaty arrangements by which foreign 'ships are excluded. 
1 _ from the Turkish straits are not to be materially altered. It is true the 
| _ prince gives fall satisfaction to England in respect to the exemption of 
| the canal of Suez and of the Egyptian soil from any attacks, but such — 
| declarations are of minor importance to the British Government. The _ 
| essence of the Eastern question concerns the Bosphorus and Constanti- 
|. .- nople — RS | a ee oe | 

| It is not my province to dwell on this Russian dispatch, and on the 
| | effect it has produced in England. I only mention it to show thatits — 
| language warrants the precautions England, like Austria, is about to 
| ‘take, and the apprehensions I entertain of seeing a general war succeed 
q , ‘the local struggle now carried on between Russia and Turkey alone. 
{oA _ The fear that France may be drawn into that war, should it break — 
| ‘out, is not unnatural, and many persons here of sound judgment feel — 
| ‘quite uneasy in this respect. = 8 8 * | RB | 
t I observe with surprise that for some time public opinion in France — | 
: thas been undergoing a somewhat curious chan ge in relation tothe East-— . : 
1 _ ern crisis. When the war first broke out there was a strong feelingin 
| _ favor of Russia, and the government itself, without departing, however, — | 
t from its neutrality, had shown marked signs of sympathy in the same 7 
! direction. This disposition has gradually changed within the last few os 
| - months. Now the French foreign office seems to share more particu- : 
{ _ larly the views of England and of Hungary, and public opinion has | 
| : turned a little in favor of the Turks. One of the most conspicuous : 
1 _ Signs of this evolution is the change of tone of the République Francaise, — | 
1 the leading republican journal, which was a few months ago philo- ) 
J ‘Russian, and which is now nearly as strongly philo-Turk as the Journal | 

‘des Débats. -Mr. Thiers, who has been all his life a warm advocate of - 
the integrity of the Ottoman Empire, is probably not a stranger to - 

i . ‘this change. In an interview I had with him several months ago, I 2 
io _ ‘was very much struck with the favorable tone which he held toward ! 
to Turkey. Ido not think, however, that it can run to an extent which : 

, might threaten the peace of France, but it certainly increases the moral : 
i difficulties which Russia has to contend with, and it gives countenance : 

to those who still believe that it is the policy of Europe, as well as the . ! 
/  - interest of civilization, to uphold against young and progressive Russia — | 
i the decayed and-bankrupt government of the sons of Ottoman. «== — : 
i — Lhave, &e., Bee | 

oe | - oF -E. B. WASHBURNE. | : 

i | | So | No 10000 2, EE | 

: Mere Washburne to Mr. Evarts. 

| No. 1515.) _LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = i 
i Se Paris, July 16,1877: (Received August 1.) 
/ Srp: Some time since, when examining the archives of the ministry | 

a of foreign affairs, | came upon a letter addressed by B. Franklin, Silas 
‘ Deane, and Arthur Lee to his excellency the Count de Vergennes, then | 
j minister of foreign affairs, under date of Paris, December 23, 1776. : 
po . The body of the letter is in the strong, bold handwriting of Dr. Franklin. | 
i | I was greatly interested in it, as being the first step ever taken by the |



- Colonies which led to the alliance with France, and the base and foun- 

dation of that alliance and all the stupendous events which grew out of 

it. I have thought that you would be equally interested with myself in i 

| this letter. Upon the suggestion to the Duke Decazes, he kindly con- 

sented that it should be photographed. Three copies only have been ~ ——*& 

taken. One of these, together with the negative, I have the honor to- | 
send you herewith, to go into the archives of your Department. I take | 

the liberty also of sending for your own use a copy unframed. The | &£— 

third Ihave reserved for myself, | 

—— eth ° - : a ae - [Inclosure.]. - / oe a : Loe oe _ vy oo &| 

oo The United States Commissioners to the Count de Vergennes. OS . 

a er Se, OEE EERS ge oo he hee Panis, Dec. 23, 1776. | | 
| a, ; a | 0A 
‘SIR: We beg leave to acquaint your Excellency, that we are appointed andy fully  s 

- impowered by the Congress of the United States of America, to propose and negotiate = & 

a Treaty of Amity and Commerce between France. and the said. States.—The just and OB 

-generous Treatment their Trading Ships have received, by. a free Admission into the ae | 

Ports of this Kingdom, with other Considerations of Respect, has induced the Congress | 

to make this Offer first to France. We request an Audience of your ExcellY wherein &§ 

* we may have an Opportunity of presenting our Credentials ; and we flatter ourselves, 

that the Propositions we are instructed to make, are such as will not be found unac- | § 

ceptable. : | : eee ne 

_. With the greatest Regard, we have the Honor to be, Ce 7 Oo : : 

Your Excellency’s most obedient and most humble Servants: | 

a parte Se - -B. FRANKLIN: © | 
pS Be  STLAS. DEANE | 
oe a ARTHUR LEE. 
His Excelly the COUNT DE VERGENNES. OE estas OAR Ao | 

hoe Oo Mr. Hitt to Mr. Evarts. | ca, died ahah ee | 

No. 1517.] | - LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, —_~ : 
So — | Paris, July 19, 1877. (Received August 1.) cn 

~Srre: The Journal Officiel of yesterday contains the long-expected | 

decree (arrété) of the Duke Decazes, bearing date the 10th instant, pre- — . 
scribing the conditions to be observed hereafter in the examinations, to =f 
be held in the last two months of every year, of candidates for admis- | | 
sion to the lowest paid grades of the French diplomatic and consular sf 
service, and the composition of the two examining juries. It is. accom. aee : 
panied by the full programmes of the examinations, as elaborated by | 

. the commission, of whose deliberations I gave you some account in my | 

dispatch, No. 1475, of April 11, and the report of the commission, dis- | 

._ eussing the subjects submitted to its consideration and supporting its oe 

- conclusions. . I inclose all these interesting documents herewith. oo | 

- ‘These examinations are not in fact for original admission to the serv- _ ) 

ice, but to those grades which are salaried. There are about seventy, _ | 
young men in the service, “supernumeraries,” whoreceive nopay,and.  =§ | 

who are kept at that-stage for from two to five years, employed in the 4 
foreign office at Paris, and in the embassies, legations, and consulates. | | 
It is one of the requirements of appointment to the position of super- :
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| numerary that the young men shall have a private income of atleast 
| twelve hundred dollars a year. . Even. under these circumstances, the | 
| _._- pressure is so. great for admission to the diplomatic career that an ap- 
1 _° pointment as supernumerary is very lard to obtain, and demandsall the | 
1. influence! and efforts of frends. 5 REE a eee 
| _ For.a long time there has been an examination for candidates for 
| _ supernumerary in the consular, not in the diplomatic service. Now. a 
1 _ this has disappeared.. | : a Ce | 
| _ After due service as a supernumerary, a young:man may present him-. 

Self as a candidate for the post of paid attaché in the foreign office at. 
| Paris, secretary of the third class in one of the embassies, or as consular 

' pupil, and then he must undergo the examination laid down in one or — : 
- other of these programmes, according to whether he would enter. the : 
: . diplomatic or consular branch of the service. If rejected, he may pre- | | 
‘ sent himself a second time, but if he fails then he cannot try again. | 
1 These examinations will not be competitive, as have been heretofore | 

the examinations in the consular service. Several members of the com- | 
missjon were in favor of competitive examinations, and believed that, | 

oe instead of abandoning that principle, they should extend its application | : 
1 to the diplomatic department. The contrary opinion prevailed, and the : 

- examining juries will now simply give certificates of aptitude to those. 
to who pass, and class them by order of merit. The minister will still be Jf 

_ left at liberty to:choose from those who have passed in making appoint- 
| ments, the action of the juries serving to enlighten him and guide his | 
OO selections. | | Bo 7 in ! 

: A glance at the programmes will show that they are extensive and 
; _ Serious tasks, embracing public law, international law, diplomatic his- | 
i. _ tory, commercial affairs, including tariffs, political and economic 4 
: _ geography, &c. The two programmes are nearly identical, the chief | 
a difference being that the examination for consular pupils embraces more __ | 
i |. details of political economy, statistics, and consular administration. | 
; You will remark with satisfaction that among the books prescribed in | 
- what may be called the course of study the works of our countryman, | 
i. Wheaton, maintain their place, his “‘Hlements” and “ History” being | 
i given in both programmes. | . 4 

Ihave, &, — eee nee? Oo ae 

i oe OS . [Inclosure. | _ a os | | 
' re - _ REPORT. re | 

| eo _ | Paris, June 9, 1877.) 
‘ Lo the minister of foreizn affairs : Oo , a | 
i 7 | Mr. MINISTER : The commission nowinated upon your proposal by the President of - oo 
i _ the republic, and charged with revising, conformably to article 9 of the decreé of the. 

ist February, 1877, the programmes of examinations for admission to the grades of. i 
i | paid attaché, of secretary of the third class, and'of consular pupils, met on the 14th of _— 
i March last. a 
i The report, which preceded the decree of February 1, and which set forth its principal 
i provisions, said that their object was to give more of unity to the labor.of the bureaus; — | 

i to. bring nearer ‘the two grand services, diplomatic and consular; to regulate the «| 
i. transition from one to. the other, according to the special aptitude of the agents; to _ | 
co surround the two careers at the outset with ‘more guarantees; and thus to put the 

entire department in a state to: be equal to the multiplicity, as to the importance,ofthe =| 
| affairs of political economic. orders, the study and’ discussion. of which was confided — | | 

| oe The commission became inspired with the same thoughts, and it is in that spirit | 
! ,that they pursued the labors the results of which are presented to you thisday. 2 
i -_ Their first care has been to make a statement of the general and professional require- , ‘ments which ought necessarily to be in possession of the young men who are: intended — a
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for the diplomatic or consular career. For this purpose the commission divided. itself | &— 
into two subcomimissions, who. were charged .to- prepare two plans of a schedule—one | & 
for the diplomatic and one for the consular examinations. The comparing of these two Ce 

- - plans dentonstrated to. the commission the necessity to draw up two different pro- - |. 
grammes. These two programmes. rest on the common foundation of. general pro- , 
ficiency, which is as indispensable to the diplomatic as to the consular attachés. But — ee 
it was impossible, without exaggerating the difficulty of the ordeals, and without &§ 

. taking from them the professional character which ‘they should. preserve, to exact of a 
the diplomatic attachés as profound a knowledge of the commercial points of the exam- a 

| ination as would be proper to exact from the: consular attachés, and. to impose upon a E 
| the latter’ certain special tests to which, on the contrary, the diplomatic attachés 4 

should be subjected. It was therefore expedient, while making the two examinations - og 
‘bear upon the same objects, to distribute the material of the two programmes in a dif- : , 

oo ferent manner, and to give them an appropriate relative importance to the special &£ 
|  gharacter of each ef the two careers. / PO es - re | 
a -. If, however, the plan of the two programmes was to be different, there was no reason 

- for not adopting the same arrangement for the form of the two examinations. ‘Conse-  &| 
: quently the commission has prepared a set of resolutions determining the common. | 

- eonditions of the two examinations, and has annexed the programmes of tests to be | | 
applied to the two classes of candidates. . SO :  &§ 

‘Phe commission thinks that -periodical examinations.would present great advan- . - 
-. . tages for the candidates, who would-thus be aware, in advance, of the period at which 4 
 ° they might present their essays. They propose that there shall be every year a session o . 

of examination, in the course of the two latter months of the year. As the necessities | re 
| of thé service may have néed of supplementary sessions, the resolutions leave to the . 

minister of foreign affairs the care of providing for them under certain determined — Ff 

eonditions. . ee ee a a og 
_ The periodicity and frequency of the sessions would not be without inconveniences : | 

if the candidates could present themselves indefinitely forexamination. Ithasseeme@ = = 
-. expedient to declare that after two fruitless attempts, the candidates should renounce | 

~ a career for which they had not manifested sufficient aptitude. But asit wasneces- a 
- gary to prohibit candidates from presenting themselves more than twice to the same | 
examination, it seemed just to encourage those among them who desire to present q 

- . themselves successively to both examinations, in order to obtain a double certificate — a 
of aptitude. The commission dces not doubt that this evidence of zeal and intelli- | | | 

_. .gence would assure to those who should gain it particular claims upon the good-will 
of the department. OMS EE EEE TE Es : | 

_. As there are two programmes, there must necessarily be two juries. The commis- - 
sion proposes to leave to the minister the care of composing -them; but, conformably , 

| to the precedents and the professional character of the examinations, they limit to , 
functionaries of the highest grade of the department of foreign affairs the persons a 

- among whom the members‘of the jury shall be chosen. The outlines traced by the | : | 
plan of the commission are broad, to allow all the great branches of the interior and | 
exterior department always, according to their relative importance, to be represented | 

| in the jury. The programmes constituting marked advantages to the candidates who ~ 
_ know.foreign languages other than those exacted, the commission has thought best to a 
indicate that, in the case of the jury making the demand, the minister could, for the | | 

. supplementary part of the proofs, add te the examiners special professors. — | 
 . The examinations instituted by the decree of February 1 are not competitive: Sev- 

. @ral members of the commission have on this point expressedregret that the competi- | 
» tion instituted by the resolution of 1863 had not been retained by the decree of Feb- | 

- ruary 1, 1877, for the consular career, and bad not been extended to the diplomatic . : 
" carer. -The majority of the commission does not concur in this opinion. They think _ 

. that the minister has; with reason, reserved the liberty to choose from among ‘the . . | 
-supernumeraries provided with a certificate of aptitude those who, under given cir-  &§ 

-. -gunmstances, appear to-him the most fit to fill vacant posts. But without pretending oe 
- to limit in the slightest the legitimate exercise of the authority of the minister, and OE 

_ . whilé appreciating the considerations which may justly entitle it to:take into con- ee 
- sideration the personal qualities of the supernumeraries, the commission believes that | 
-it would be well. to accord to those who have obtained the certificate of fitness the 
advantages of classification by order‘of merit. If it is not required to present to the | | 
minister the absolute result’ of the competitive examination, it seems right to secure oe 
‘this guarantee a3 well to the department of foreign affairs as to the young attachés.  - 

[Phe classification should ‘be made for each career, according. to the rules laid down ee 
«by the commission, and which determine at the.same time the relative importance of - } 

| the different parts of the programme -in each examination. As to the publicity of the | 
| examinations, that has-seemed sufficiently assured by the privilege which has always 

- been accorded to the candidates to take part in the oral trials. — . : | 
~ "The reading and comparison of the two programmes ‘suffices ‘to demonstrate their — | | 
~ economy. For public law, the law of nations, existing international law, diplomatic oo
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] : history, and commercial affairs these two programmes are identical; but the relative 
1 importance of these different acquirements is not.the same in the two examinations; = = 
q for instance, the law of nations and existing international law on the one part, and | 
q diplomatic history on the other part, which form two special classes of tests for diplo- = 
q matic attachés, make but one for the consular attachés. . Of the latter are demanded the. | 
4 detailed principles of political economy, and these principles form one class of tests. 2 
1 The diplomatic attachés are asked only the principal results of the science of political. | 
| economy, and these outlines form, in the examination to-which they have to submit, —_. 
1 _ but a fraction of the general knowledge of commercial affairs, | Oo : 
q The professional tests for consular attachés bear upon two special orders of knowl- | 
‘ edge, statistics and consular administration ; for the diplomatic. attachés they consist | 
a of an analytical report upon an affair, of which the brief is given to the candidate. | 
4 The difference of the two careers, and also the nature of the labor required of secreta- | 
: ries of the third class and the consular pupils, explains the diversity. In the two pro- — | 
4 grammes, the modern foreign languagés occupy a very large space. The programme | | 

} requires the knowledge of twolanguages. = =.=. ©. oo | 
: The English language has seemed indispensable to all agents of the department ; but | 
J the respective exigencies of the two careers have led the commission to require of the | 

. diplomatic attachés knowledge of the German, while it. required of the consular : 
: . attachés a knowledge of Spanish. a ere oe . | 
: Pursuant to the example given by the foregoing programmes of the ministry, and | 
i by the foreign programmes, which it has carefully. studied, the commission has 
q thought it proper to point out to the. candidates a certain number of special works. 
4. | which they could read with profit. ee SE ae oo - 
; ‘These indications, designed especially for the attachés.who go through their prelim- 
4 inary course abroad, do not imply, in the opinion of the commission, any special valu- 
i . ation,.their only object being partly to facilitate the personal labors of the candidates. 
: - The official task of the commission is limited to the preparation of the two pro- 
i | grammes, but it was impossible to terminate this work without touching upon certain | 
i questions of a more general order, and which are connected with the very application 
: of the decree of the 1st February. Thus after having assured itself that in doing so- 
1 it did not transcend its functions, the commission has been induced, under the form of 
1 | suggestions, to call your kind attention to several observations which have appeared. 
Q : of interest to the department of foreign affairs. res SI Be 
i Article 7, of the decree of February 1, directs that the diplomatic attachés shall be 
J admitted to the examination only after two years passed as a supernumerary,of which, 
{0 one at least was passed abroad, but that those who at the date of the decree should 
: have numbered three years of service in the office could have been exempt from the 

_ year of residence abroad.. The commission, though recognizing in principle the neces- 
i sity of the residence abroad, could but approve this transitory measure; nevertheless 
A . it would beg you to consider that, its labors being prolonged during more than _ 
i two months, a certain delay having necessarily to elapse between the publication of 
i | the programmes and the first: application which will be made of them, it would be at | 
i once jnst and in conformity with the spirit of the decree to extend to such diplomatic 
i attachés who at the date of the first sessions of the examinations. can number three 

oo years passed as supernumerary in the offices, the benefit of the third paragraph of — 
a article 7. . . da, re 
i The commission has thought that it would be difficult to put the new programmes in 
io force before the month of November, 1877. It seemed, in fact, necessary to allow the 
i. candidates time to prepare for examinations which, in certain respects, present a dif~ 
i ferent character to the preceding ones. In the case where the necessities of the serv- 
' _ ice demand that before the first session of examination an appointment should be made. 
; to a post of secretary of the third class in the legations abroad, the commission thinks © 
7 _ . that the minister could designate from among the supernumeraries named, after three 
i years, the one who seemed to him the best qualified to fill the vacant post.. This super- 
‘ . numerary should be admitted to the bar. He. should besides undergo a trial. before a | 
j jury nominated by the minister, designed to establish— nee 7 
i Ist. That he knows two foreign languages, including either English or German. | 
i. _ 2d. That he is capable of writing a memoir on some subject taken from the affairs 
| of the country where he has sojourned the longest, if he has gone through his prelimi~ | 
i nary course abroad ; or upon the affairs of the sousdirection to which he belongs, if he | 
: has gone through his course in the offices. _ WLP Pe she —_ 

oe If the supernumerary designated by the minister has not been admitted to the bar, | 
i he should add to the trial above pointed out an essay ‘on a question of international law, 
i taken from the programme of the examinations. The supernumerary designated by — | 
i the minister should alone be admitted to undergo this test. If he does not succeed,. | 
: the minister should designate another, who should make the effort in his turn. If the | 
i supernumerary designated by the minister, and acknowledged capable in consequence. 
i of the trial, be not nominated to the vacancy in view of .which the trial was held, or | 
| | if, having been nominated to this post, he did not go there, the trial should be consid |
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ered as null. and void, and does not exempt the supernumerary who submitted\to it. 
. from the examinations instituted by the decree of. February 1. , BC 

>, The consular attachés are not compelled to the residence abroad, but it follows from. oe 
the text of the report and from the whole drift of ‘the decree that the attachés can be- | 
admitted to the examinations only after two years of “term.” As to those who actually — . &§ 
go through their term and who have been admitted to the bureaus of the commercial: - 
direction, in consequence of the competition established by. the decree of July 13, 1868,.  &§ 
it has seemed evident to the commission that they should be exempt from the examin- GE 

| ations prescribed by the seventh article of the decree. | ., | oe a  - 
. The commission did not have to regulate the preliminary test prescribed by the — —&=g 

sixth article of the decree. It hopes, however, to be able to point out to you the ad-.  &§ 
vantage of having the candidates undergo these tests before the jury who will pass. oo; 
upon the final examinations. That would be a guarantee for the recruiting of the  . t 
 supernumeraries, and the jury could better estimate the results of the experience . 
acquired by the candidates during their “course.” It would be the same as transitory : | 
trials. The commission thinks that it would be of interest in that the jury before  £§ 

- whom they would take place would be composed in the same way as the jury which: 
was to preside at the final examinations.- = . BO eae t 

- - As the number of candidates who may present themselves at the examinations is not | 
limited, it is possible and desirable that all supernumeraries who find themselves in. 
the conditions established by the decree may present themselves for the examination. If, eG 

_ as there is a right to expect, thanks to the care which supervises the recruiting of  &§ 
_.. the diplomatic eareer, most of the supernumeraries are found prepared to undergo suc- 

cessfully the examinations, it would necessarily happen that you have at your disposal” _ - E 
 @ greater number of attachés provided with certificates of ability than the number of SG 
vacant posts. SOT ai Sto penal fae. a 

> These attachés would be compelled to prolong their “term” for a greater or less time >. | : 
it would, however, be a pity, without some encouragement, to oblige them to await: i 
the results of a difficult examination which necessitates serious preparation. == &s 

7 ~The commission thinks the best means to avoid this inconvenience would be foryou. = ~~ § 
_. to be prepared to assign to the supernumeraries provided with a certificate of ability. | 

a provisional indemnity. It does not ignore the fact that the credit granted to the | 
department would not suffice for this new expense, however limited it might be, but ¢ . | 

_. it trusts that if you should make such a demand upon the chambers they would consent ! 
to allow to the budget of foreign affairs the necessary increase of credit. This demand on 

| is not the only one which the commission would be grateful to you for presenting to: : 
the chambers. It would wish to see the department prepared to encourage our young’ . | 
agents in the study of languages, which though notin such general use as English, | } 
German, and Spanish, are none the less very useful to our diplomats and consuls. Av” | 
salary assigned to secretaries of the third class and to consular pupils who give evi--- | 
dence of a practical knowledge of Sclavonic languages, of Persian, of Turkish, Arabic, | 
Chinese, and Japanese, seems to the commission to be the surest means of attaining» , 

| so important a result.to the good administration of the service. This salary should 
besides only be accorded to the secretaries or consular pupils during their stay in the | | 
eountry in which these languages are used. | Ph yl | | 
Tf it is right to ask of those who aspire to the honor of serving their country in the | | 

_ foreign service guarantees of knowledge and intelligence, it is not less so to seek some: a 
means of assuring their future in the career which they have embraced. The decrease — : 

. inthe. number of legations is for many distinguished agents.an obstacle to the ad- 
_  vancement for which their.services give them the most respectable claims. Thecom-. : 

- -Mnission has been engaged with this state of affairs; it has been struck at the same | 
time with the advantage there would be in supporting at the large posts agents whom 

| a long residence in the country would permit to maintain there the traditions of our - | 

"These considerations induce it to propose to you the creation of a certain number of, | : 
| offices of counselors of embassy and of legation, who would form an intermediate class . | 

between secretaries of the first class and the ministers plenipotentiary. = = = => © 
These different measures would find their sanction in the publication of an annual a 

of the department, created upon the plan of the Foreign Office List published in — | 
| ngland. COs ce | | 

_... This annual would contain, with the names of the different functionaries, the indi-. | | 
| cation of their grade of service. This would bethe guarantee of the classification pre— | - 
| scribed by the new programmes, and a public encouragement given ‘9 ouragents. 

In concluding the task with which the President of the Republic had charged it, the.- ee 
commission does not conceal from itself that. whatever efforts it.may have made to 
respond to this high trust, it has only been able to prepare measures. which, in them-_ - | 
selves, are not sufficient to attain the principal object of the decree of Ist February... 

_. The efficacy of these measures will depend upon the application made of them ; to the -  *& 
- men whom you will call to the delicate mission of judging of the fitness of youryoung . | 
-attachés will it appertain to give life to these programmes, and to secure by well-- = si
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1 -eondtcted examinations the best possible recruiting of our diplomatic and consular | 
3 service, ~~ ee ue eae a al Ss dae ee ae ene oe | 

] = -*In proposing to you to commit to the directors of the two serviees the presideney of = 
4 the examining juries, and to compose those juries exclusively of agents interested | 
: _ more than anyone else to preserve the honor:and maintain the traditions of the career, => 
‘ _...the commission hopes to have surrounded with the most solid guarantees the work | | 
1 _. with which you were so kind as to associate it. With the hope that itslaborswillnot =~ 
i _ . be useless, it submits the result to your approbation.: — oe oes | 

, — .- COUNT DE SAINT VALLIER. | | 
' SF GS a ANTONIN PROUST: = = a 
3 SO a SO oe). GL DE VIEL CASTEL. - 

oe ae -. . CHATEAURENARD. - . _— 
: | i DE CLERCQ. oo 
: , es | , H. DESPREZ. oo | 

, - Oo -  LENGLET. = 2 | 
ne ee 7 ALBERT SOREL. | SO 

i Approved. a a CR GASES sen | os 
ce ne “DECAZES, 

: : oo Minister of Foreign Affairs. — 
a 7 - _ AN ORDER. | ee : So 

: The minister of foreign affairs, in consideration, of the report of the commission in- 
i _  gtitnted in virtne of article 9 of the decree of February 1, 1877, bearing upon the 
A organization of the consular and diplomatic service, orders: > | 

i _ ARTICLE 1. The prescribed examinations for nomination to the grades of paid 
i attaché in the political or consular services of the central administration, of secretary — 
: _ of the third class or of consular pupil, shall take place every year, during the last two I 
fo - months of the year. In case the necessities of the service demand that they should i 
d take place in the course of the. year of the supplementary examinations, these exam- i 
i _.  inations shall be announced, and the date of them will be fixed two months in advance i. 
: _ by a ministerial order. No candidate can present himself more than. twice to the 4 
: . examinations. | a or be | 

, Art. 2. The examining juries will be composed of five members.. One willbe -pre- | i 
; sided over by the director of political, the other by the director of. commercial, affairs. 

, The four other members. will be designated by the minister, and chosen from among . 
‘ the ministers plenipotentiary, the directors, the sous-directewrs of the ministry, and the = 
4 consuls-genera oe ee 
i _ The minister of foreign -affairs-shall be able, at the request of the members of the 
i | _-jury, to add to them some:special professors for the examination. in foreign languages. 
1 _ ART. 3. The examinations will take place in conformity with the programmes an- 
i _ nexed tothe present order. They will consist of written:and oral.trials. No one can 4 

be admitted to undergo the oral test before having been declared admissible incon- 
; _ sequence of the written trials. = = DP Beep ag ee be 
| ART, 4. According to the results of the trials established conformably to the arrange- 
: ment of the programmes hereto annexed, the juries will prepare, by order.of merit, the 
i s,s hist of the candidates to whom certiticates of :ability shall be given. _ ao ee 
i - - . Done at Paris, July 10,1877. re a 

a , | - fe DECAZES. 
i so - PROGRAMME OF THE DIPLOMATIC EXAMINATION. = 

; : OO - ARTICLE 1... oe a | a 

: : ‘The tests bear upon”the English and German Janguages, public law, the history of | 
i the law of nations, existing international law, diplomatic history, political and sta- _ 
i _ tistical geography, professional knowledge, and are in accordance with the following 2G 
i ss programme:: oe re ee 
; an ARTICLE 2.—Public law..-- eee 

‘ - . 1. Political organization of France, and the principal states of Europeand America. 
2. Constitution, executive, legislative, and judicial powers in those States. |. con 

i _ 3. The administrative organization of France. The.ministries; their special powers. : 
i and their connection with each other, = ©= =. By : 

Batbie. Abstract of the course-of public and administrative law. . | 
i Block. Dictionary of the French administration... Oe 

| Laferriér eand Batbie. The constitution’ of Europe and America. ae | 

ARTICLE 3. cee a 

| _ @ History of the law of nations; principal schools and systems. Doe 
| , b. Existing international law. rn : LS Co 

= Coo : : : |
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1. Public international law; negotiation; conclusion; ratification; execution; ab- « is 
_.- Yvogation; denunciation; tacit renewal of treaties and conventions. | a oe - 

Treaties of peace, of alliance, of amity, of taxation, of security, of neutrality, of the oes 
_ cession of territory, of boundary, of establishment, of neighborhood, (of felling woods, | 

river navigation, of services,) of succor, (reconciliation, ) of literary and artistic prop- = g 
erty, of indemnity, of jurisdiction, of extradition, of the execution of sentences, of oe 
judicial assistance; monetary, postal, and telegraphic conventions, conventions rela- .  &§ 

| tive to railroads ; treaties and conventions relative to the abolition of the slave-trade. _ 
Treaties of union, of customs, of commerce, of navigation; consularconventions. = oo 
2, Private international law; private statutes; local statutes; conflict of thelaws  - 

| of naturalization; status of foreignersin France; courts of claims; private claims of a 
. foreigners against the French Government and of French individuals against foreign oe : 

governments. o I ee MS “ * - 

__ 3. State of peace; state of war; neutrality; intervention; object.and proceeding of , , 
diplomatic negotiations; Congresses; conferences; mixed commissions. =. | ©. § 

_ 4, International maritime law; abstract definition of the liberty of the seas; gen- , a 
eral principles on which it is founded; inland seas; fisheries; merchant-vessels, their  __ : 

nationality; vessels of war,. their exterritoriality; right of search, in what: cases © oles | 
_ its exercise is authorized; what is meant by contraband of war; declaration of the — 

- congress of Paris; privateering, its abolition; blockade, its consequences; maritime © ea 
_. prizes, procedure in respect thereto; piracy; abolition of the slave-trade. = ° = — oe 

5. The object of diplomatic and consular missions, permanent and temporary; com- E 
position of the list of these missions; relation of the diplomatic agents with the con- a 

' guls; privileges and. immunities of the agents; capitulations; consular jurisdiction in con: a 
_ heathen countries; chancelleries; compatibility; expenses of the service; réclama- ~° | 

tions. . a | So GE 
\ See— a 7 a | | | | ce | Og 
. Billot. Extradition treaty. | | le - 

_ .Bluntschli. Code of international law, French translation. Oy gis ei 
Calvo. International law, theoretical and practical. ne Ee Oe 

~ Cauchy. Maritime internationallaw. > ee oane GE 
De Clercq. Collection of the treaties of France. _ - SORES eae — 

_. Felix and Demangeat. Treaty of private international law. 7 tise 
Funck- Brentano, and Albert Sorel. Abstract of thelaw of nations. = = 8 = = = ) 
Gessner. Rights of neutrals at sea, a : Pes 
Hautefeuilte, History of the origin, progress, and variations of international maritime = ° sj 

_ Kliiber. Modern law of nations of Europe, annotated by Ott. - nn ORNS ce | 
Martens. Abstract of the modern jaw of nations, annotated by Vergé6. =. | . . 
Martens. Diplomatic guide, fifth edition, revised by Geffcken. Co | | 
Ortolan. International rales and diplomacy of the sea. | es | | 

- Pistoye and Duverdy. Treaties on maritime captures. | : eG 
Tétot. Repertory of treaties. | ee me } 
Vattel. The law of nations, or the principles of natural law applied to,the conduct Be 

/ _ and affairs of nations and sovereigns, annotated by Pradier-Fodéré. =." . | 
_ Dela Vega, Guide to the political agents of the ministry of foreign affairs, Brussels: ~~ 

_*' Wheaton. Elements of international law. 7 eee | ' «| 

Be - ARTICLE 4.—Diplomatic history. = EE ES 

| 1. Successive transformations of the political system of Europe since the congress | 
of Westphalia to the congress of Vienna. po | . | | 

_ 2, State of Europe after the congréss of Vienna. - : . | | Sos 
_ . 3. Successive transformations of the political system of Europe and the principal — 

_ treaties concluded between the European states since the congress of Vienna to the == 
- eonvention of the 15th of March, 1873. | oo | | on i 

‘4, Formation of the American States; their relations to each other, and with the — a | 
oo states of Europe; general relations of France with the states of Africa and Asia. , | 

Augsberg. The congress of Vienna and the treaties of 1815. ae ee | 
| Bougeani. History of the wars and negotiations which preceded the treaty of West- ss | . ‘phalia. oS Oo - ae OE 

_ #lassan. General and synoptical history of French diplomacy since the foundation of — | 
- the monarchy to the close of the reign of Louis XVI. | | «| 

‘Flassan. History of the congress of Vienna. ee ae 7 | 
Himly. History of the territorial formation of the states of Central Europe. Oo 
Koch and Schell. History of the treaties of peace. — oe an oa 
Wheaton. History of the progress of the law of nations in Europe and America. since — | 
» the peace of Westphalia to our own time, commentated by Lawrence. © | | #-
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1. SO ARTICLE 5.—Commercial.afairs, = | 
3 : ‘ qs oe oo : . e oO ~_ ‘ te ‘ ee B . eS = |. Suecessive transformations of the commercial. system of. France:since Colbert to | 

- ourownday. So use ae ! 
a 2. Customs regulation of France; general:tariff; conventional tariff. POSSE 
7 | _ . 3. Terms-used in the abstracts of. the administration of customs, general commerce; _ | 

special commerce, importation, exportation, re-exportation, warehouses, transit, ad — 2 
7 _ valorem duties, specific duties, official duties, actual duties. = PNR Ay | 

4, Drawback; premium; temporary admission; equivalent and identical export 
| | ~ duties. ae oe * . | , oe | 
1 _ 5. Abstract.of the French colonies. —_ | _ | 
q 6. Competitive navigation and that-reserved to the national flag; coasting by license 
4 -and by register. - | — ce 7 | | 

4%, Differential duties; discriminating duties of the flag; discriminating duties of =| 
; | warehouses ; different. kinds-of freight; influence of the cost of transportation on the 
; . development of maritime commerce; navigation duties. | 
4 8. National. usage and ‘usage of the most. favored nation; reciprocal relations. 7 | 
q _ _ 9. Duties on articles of consumption, ‘and taxon articles of indigenous produce and 

fabrics ; compensatory. duties. Se ] 7 t 

‘ Arné. Study of the customs, tariff, and treaties of commerce. oo | | 
i Guillaumin. Dictionary of political economy. —. oo , , | 

| Guillaumin. Dictionary of commerce and merchandise. Official customs. Tariff of | 
France. General.table of French commerce with foreign countries and with the col- | 

1 onies. General description of the coast trade. — a - ea a 

| 7 3 ARTICLE 6.—Political and statistical geography. | vo _ 

| 1. Boundary of the principal states. Water-courses. Mountains. - | 
1 2. Population. Army. Fortresses. | oo i 

. 3. Military posts and arsenals. Merchant ports. Actual naval force of the principal 
. maritime powers. War marine. Commercial marine.’ Relative importance of mari- 

i , time powers in the carrying trade. oR tte Beets hy a i 
i 4, Grand commercial and manufacturing: centers. Depots. Docks. International 
i fairs and marts. Canals. Railroads. Telegraphic lines, Packet-lines. Subsidies ‘and . i 
| - no subsidies. Principal commercial routes of European traffic. | oe Le 
i 5. Nature and places of production of the principal natural and industrial products. i 
i Countries of the importation and of exportation of French commerce and manufactures. Ss; 
4 | 6. Monetary systems of the principal states of Europe. ‘Monetary union. 
i . _%. General ideas of the budgets of the principal states of Europe. National loans. i 
1 Exchange. The general movement of public funds in Europe. = 
Po 8. Colonies. RS SEES ES eS ER ee ee i ‘See— es a we ES LE oss a 

i loc . Statistics of France. |. pA ek Dg Se ae ce E 
i Levasseur. MacCulloch. E. Reclus. pag eR oe Ag Fa | oe 
fi Annual of political economy. | foes ES a . 
i ARTICLE 7. © | 

i The written proofs bear upon the English and German languages, international law, =| 
i diplomatic history, commercial and professional knowledge. | | | 

' | | ARTICLE-8. : - | 

The written tests on the English and German lan guages consist of— * | | 
i a 1. The translation of a political contemporaneous decument written:in English:and 
{ German, ae | | : 
i 2, The analysis-in French of an English or German parliamentary debate. = i 

' 3. Of a brief report in English orGerman. = oe : ve So 
i a. | | -  Articnn 9 URE Rg — 

t ‘The written tests on international ‘law, history, and commercial Knowledge consist | 
i of three reports on the following subjects: 2 | Gg 
i _ 1. On the programme of existing international law. oo ne _ | 
| - 2. Programme of international history.. PM i 
, | 3. Programme of commercial affairs, and of political and statistical geography. 

i ARTIC | 
a The written test on the professional acquirements consists of an explanatory report. | 

' | onan affair, the brief of which shall be given té the candidate. . tow |
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- Oral tests on the English and German languages consist of— a _ es 
1. Reading aloud and translating a manuscript: document in English or German. a 
2 Instantaneous analysis of an English or-German document which shall be read Lu 

to the candidate. oo oe LES Be Leon | | &—§ 
3. A conversation in English or German. | Ss ees | | 

CEE ARTI es eee 

‘The oral tests on the other points. of the examination bear upon the whole of the | 
programme. : Chg 8 Oe | wy eo a 

ee ee ee ee ARTICLE 13. ° : SR oe 

Account-shall be taken in favor of the candidates of the knowledge that they may — 
have of living foreign languages other than English:and German. The candidates | | 

_ will acquit themselves. in these acquirements according to the conditions set forth in og 
. articles 8.and:11.. | | ae . as 

_ a | | ARTICLE 14, | oe BS ne Sa al 

| The results of the trials will be determined by numbers according to the following ee | 
: data: ae ons Oe i 

| —. 1. Written trials: — | | | an er 
.  @ English and German, maximum ....... 2222. cee cee eee wee ene cee eee eeenees 20 a 

b. Reports, Maximum... ... 222. ee ee eee eee eee ee eee eee ence ewe cececeeee 60 a 
—@ ~HEssay on a brief, maximum... ....-. 022-222... eee eee ce nee ee eee cee 20 4 

Oral trials : | oa a | OSS 
a. English and German, maximum .............20.0 2-0 ee cece eee eee ee eee cee 20> | 
b. Public law, maximum -. 22. 220. 5222 conn as cen ene cnet een eee eee cee cee eee 20> a : 

| c. History of the law of nations and existing international law, maximum...... 20 Le , 
d. Diplomatic history, maximum 2... 222.0... cee eee eee eee ee pene ets eene QO. RS ol 

_ @ Commercial atfairs, political and statistical. geography, maximum ............ 20 GE 

1 Total for the whole trials, maximum. we eebece sees veclesecie wacene eater ' 200 eee - - FT 

Supplementary number for the foreign languages other than EnglishandGerman, =#=8==~=——«é@G 
8 MAXIMUM 22 ook een ee eee eee ce ee meee wee comes cere cece eeca ance 20 Ef 

_ . No candidate shall be declared admissible to the oral tests if the total of his writ- | a 
| ten trials is less than... 222. 0.2.2. oe oe ee ne ce eee cece eee ee eee ee wceeee 80 5 

No candidate will gain a certificate of ability if the total of his marks upon the = | 
a entire tests is less than ....-... 2... s222 2+ oes eee ee ne coon cee cece ee ee ee ces 120000 | 

| Every candidate who shall have obtained for one of the classes of. tests above men- | 
tioned .a number less than one-fourth of the maximum number shall be.éxcluded. + aE 

: _ PROGRAMME OF THE CONSULAR EXAMINATIONS. _ a — ees 

en : | Oo ARTICLE LL sits - ee Oe ps 
The tests bear upon the English language, the ‘Spanish language, public law, the » Cee 

history of the law of nations, existing international diplomatic history, commercial. == _—_ & 
affairs, political and economical geography, political economy, statistics, consular 
administration, according to the following programme > eee | 

BD ARTICLE 2.—Pudlic'law. RE SEE | : : 

1, Political organization of France and the principal states of Europe and America. _ | 
2. Constitution, executive, legislative, and judicial powers in these states. | : | 
3. Administrative organization of France; ministries, their own privileges and their : 

connection one with another. = | : a | , 
. ~ See— as ot! _ . OE 

- Batbie. Abstract of the course of public and administrativelaw. . |. ee oO 
| Block. Dictionary of the French administration. Pe a IN | oo “ee | 

Laferriére.et Batbie. The Constitutions of Europe and America. i os | | 

oe a neers 3, | ee | oe os e : 
| a. History of the law of nations. Principal schools, principal systems. | oO 

 b. Existing international law. | ee - | | | 
_ 1. International public law. Negotiation, conclusion, ratification, execution, abro-° oe ss 
gation, denunciation, tacit renewal of treaties and conventions. Treaties of peace, |
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i of alliance, of friendship, of taxation, of security, of neutrality, of the cession _ : 
a. _of territory, of boundary, of establishment, of neighborhood, (of felling woods, river — 

| navigation, of services,) of succor (reconciliation,) of literary and artistic property, a 
4 of indemnity, of jurisdiction, of extradition, of the execution of sentences, of judicial = 
2 assistance, monetary, postal and telegraphic conventions, conventions relative to rail- 
a -__ roads, treaties and conventions relative to the abolition of the slave-trade. Treaties of 

; ~ * _gustoms union, of commerce, of navigation, consular conventions. - "ates | 
7 | - 9, Private international law; private statutes; local statutes; conflict of the lawsof = 

- | ‘ waturalization. Status of foreigners in France. -Courtsof Claims. Private claims of ©. | 
| foreigners against the French Government and of French individuals against foreign — 2 

i -goverpments. = = SO me oo 7 | 

a 3. State of peace. State of war. Neutrality. Intervention. Object and. proceed- 
; ings of diplomatic negotiations. Congresses. Conferences. Mixed commissions. _ | 
; | 4, Maritime international law.. Abstract definition of the liberty of the high seas. — : 
7 General: principles on which it is founded. Inland seas. Fisheries. Merchant ves- | 
a sels; their nationality. Vessels of war, their exterritoriality. Right of search, in _ } 

po what cases its exercise is authorized. What is meant by contraband of war. Decla- — 
‘ ration of the congress of Paris. Privateering; its abolition, Blockade; its consequen- — 
i - ¢es.. Maritime prizes; procedure in relation thereto. Piracy. Abolition of theslave-. 
i traden | | - . 7 ae | 

| _ 5. The object of diplomatic and consular missions, permanent and temporary. Com- ~~ 
a '  pilation of the list of these missions. Relations of the diplomatic agents with thecon-" | 

a suls. Privileges and immunities of the agents. Capitulations. Consular jurisdic- =| 
i | tion in heathen countries. -Chancelleries. ‘Compatibility. Expenses of the service. —_ | 
i; Reclamations.  - Ss BS — ey eS | 

i Billot. Extradition treaty. 7 oe 
: Bluntschli. Code of international law, French translation. . | oo 

4 - Calvo. International law, theoretical and practical. ae , 
i Cauchy. Maritime international law. : : re 4 
i De Clercq. ‘Collection of the treaties of France. | | SO 
1. . Felix & Demangeat. Treaty of private international law. _- | ne 4 
i. Funek-Brentano § Albert Sorel. Abstract of the law of nations. - ee © - I 
i Gessner. Rights of neutrals atsea = = ee | eee | 
i ss  Hfautefeuille. History of the origin, progress, and variations of international maritime st 
' law. | Py EB a me | ce 
, Kliiber.. Modern law of nations of Europe, annotated by Ott. SE 

, Martens. Abstract ofthe modern law of nations, annotated by Vergé. oo : 
, : Martens. Diplomatic guide, fifth edition, revised by Geffeken. - oe i 
a Ortolan. International rules and diplomacy of the sea. oy EES Oa AMIE So edhe i 
t Pistoye § Duverdy. Treaties of maritime captures. © he a i 

‘  Tétot. Repertory of treaties, © 
i Vattel. The law of nations, or the principles of natural law applied to the conduct. 4 

ZZ . and affairs of nations and sovereigns, annotated by Pradier-Fodéré. a 

{ Dela Vega. Guide to the political agents of the ministry of foreign affairs. Brussels. — f 
i Wheaton. Elements of international law. | nes coe f 

1 c. Diplomatic history : . SO re oe a ok 

| 1. Successive transformations of the political system of Europe since the congress t 

t of Westphalia to that of Vienna. re F 
: : 2. State of Europe after the congress of Vienna. = | - : 
i 3. Successive transformations of the political system of Europe, and the principal i 

to treaties concluded between the European states sifice the congress of Vienna to the ; 

: convention of the 15th March, 1873. BF a | 

; | 4. Formation of the American States; their relations to each other and with the L 

i . states of Europe. General relations of France with the states of Africa and Asia. | [ 

Po  See—- | . .  «E 
i | Augsberg. The congress of Vienna and the treaties of 1815. ae ao ere ' 

‘Bougeant. History of the wars and negotiations which preceded the treaty of West- 

| Flassan, General and synoptical history of French diplomacy from the foundation of __ | 

| a _ the monarchy to the close of the reign of Louis XVI. : | | , 
1 Flassan. History of the congress of Vienna © 9. a | 
a . Himly. History of the territorial formation of the states of Central Europe. a f 
i | Koch & Schell. History of the treaties of peace. = BT Lo | 

| Wheaton. History of the progress of the law of nations in Europe and America from _ | 

| the peace of Westphalia to our own time, commentated by Lawrence. ce i 

; OO ARTICLE 4.—Commercial affairs. ~ : 

1 , _ 1. Successive transformations of the commercial system of France frem Colbert to [ 

| | our own day. | : Oe , vo
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+ 2. Customs regulations of France, General tariff. Conventional tariff. = oe 
3. Terms used in the abstracts of the administration of.customs ; general commerce ; ae 

. special commerce ;:importation; exportation; re-exportation; warehouses; transit; ~~~ | 
ad valorem duties; specific duties; official duties; actual duties. | | ee 

| 4. Drawback. Premium. Temporary admission. Equivalent and identical export 
a duties. Oo , Se phe Co TS ea | 
a 5. Abstract of the French colonies... - Be a GAR Eee oo 

6. Competitive. navigation and that reserved to the national flag. . Coast-trade, by 5 ae 
| license and by register. | oe ee ee : 

. 7. Differential duties. Discriminating duties of the flag. Discriminating duties of os 
. warehouses. Different kinds of freight. Influence of the cost of transportation on the — f 
-. development of maritime commerce. Navigation duties. oS oe es 

8, National usage and of the customs of the most favored nation. Reciprocal rela- | 
tions. | 4 | ee: SE Me a : : 

| 9. Impost on articles of consumption and tax on articles of indigenous produce and. | 
: fabrics. Compensatory duties. = | en a na Oo § 

7 Arné. Study of the customs tariffs and treatiesof commerce. ~~ — ~~ , 
Guillaumin. Dictionary of political economy. | a et nse 

— Guillaumin. Dictionary of commerce and merchandise. Official customs tariff of France. ey 
oO General table of French commerce with foreign countries and with the colonies. | a 

General description of the coast trade. oR Bg 8S : oo | 

| | _ ° . ARTICLE 5.—Political and statistical geography. © Ce | a 

1. Boundary of the principal States. Water-courses. Mountains. . . | 
2. Population. Army. Fortresses. | IN oot 

3. Military posts and arsenals, Merchant ports. Actual naval force of the principal — | 
| maritime powers. Warmarine; commercial marine. Relative importance of the mari- = | 

- time powers in the carrying trade. | ee ee oe &§ 
4..Grand commercial and manufacturing centers. Depots. Docks. International. ~~ a 

fairs and marts. Canals. Railroads. Telegraphic lines. Packet lines. Principal a 
commercial routes of European traffic, © = SANE ge CE 

| 5. Nature and places of production of the principal natural and industrial products. ~. a 
Countries of the importation and exportation of French commerce and manufactures. | i 

... 6 General ideas upon the budgets of the principal statesof Europe. Nationalloan. — | | 
- EExchange. The general movement of public funds in Europe. — OIL SR | 

(  See— | a Ug 
= Levasseur. Geography of Europe. Geography of France. ne a , | 

MacCulloch. Dictionary of Geography and Statistics. . : - 
_E. Reclus. Geography. oe CO — 

. Block.. Statistics of France. a UE 
| Guillaumin. Annual of Political Economy. eee | 

ae oe Co ARTICLE 6.— Political economy. = = ee 

| 1. Object of ‘political economy. Elements of public wealth. Analysis of the reve- UG 
nue of the funds, its profits and salaries. Idea, amount, and oscillation of capital. | 

| Prices current; the supply and the demand. Expenses of production... =: ~. .| i 
2. Labor.. Division of labor. Comparison between free and slave labor, between | 

corporations and companies, and the system of:competition. -- = 9... _ | 
3. Capital and the different kinds of capital...Of machines. The effect of machinery . my 

'. on productive power. The profits, salaries, and condition of the working-classes... | | 
4. Of manufactures, wholesale and retail. Agriculture and husbandry. The free- «— | 

—  domof manufacture. Prohibitions and monopolies. ‘Intervention of the state. Of the . | 
— right to make one’s will, and the usurious laws bearing upon manufactures. Manu- 

facturing. Property. Patents. Trade-marks. | esha | J 
| _ 5. Exchange. Of the market and of the issues. Influence of exchange on produc- 

tion. Commercial crises. Mercantile theory and. of the balance of commerce. Of CE 
| commercial freedom and customs restrictions. The fiscal system, protective and pro- oe 

. hibitive. os a Lee | ne GE 
_ +» 6. Of money. The character of money. Quality of the precious metals in use as. oT 

- money. Standard money. Paper money and commercial paper.. Monetary systems 7 | 
in force in the principal states of Europe. Monetary union, — ne Oe sy " § 

7. Of credit. Different kinds of banks. Bills of exchange and foreign exchange. oe : 
_ Bill to order, of transfer, of compensation, of checks, and of warrants. Discount,and - — § 

_ the causes which act upon the rate of discount. Bank of France and of bank ‘notes. ENE es 
| .. Of forced exchange. =. | Seriado a 

| 8 Of the revenue. Revenue of labor, of capital, and of the earth. Revenue, gross : 3 

9. Of consumption. Analysis of consumption. Private and public consumption, = =>
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a | Ofimport; its nature, its assessment, and its effects. Direct and indirect tax, propor | | 
; tional and progressive:tax, revenue tax, special tax. Exercise and. trusts... The public | 
4 debt... ¢ rinelpal, kinds of. public debts, of redemption and the conversion of the fands. | 
7 oe ee— | : | . a - eee ae | 

Arné. Studies upon the customs tariff and:commercial treaties.  —s— regen | 
q oo Baibie. New course of political economy. EET 
i: ‘Courcelle-Seneuil. Treatise on the operations of banks. —~ Cote Se | 
i Garnier, (J.) Elements of political economy. ae oo , 
j ‘Guillaumin. Dictionary of political economy. 1 vol.in8. —  __ | 
; - Wolowski. The question of banks. — a | EE 7 , 

' | ARTICLE 7.—Statisties, 9° ee | 

; 1. Object.and use of statistics. : | oe ens ce Oo 
i 2. Elements and development of the principal branches of the administrative statis- 
; ticsin France. | Bag es 
i - _ 3. Statistics of foreign trade and navigation. = = = © oe . 
; 4, Cavculation of the means, and the proportional increase and diminution. | 
i ce— | 

7 - Block. Statistics of France. 7 — ae ! 
i _ Martens. Year-book. | chee ne . . Oo | 
i Guillaumin. . Annual of political economy. | SO | _ . | 

i | 7 .. ARTICLE 8.—Consular administration. a oo. oe | 

i 1.. Consular organization. Consular establishments and circumscriptions. List, | 
i: classification of agents, and conditions of advancement. Admission of consuls by | 
a foreign governments. Entering upon the functions and emoluments of service. Con- =| 
i | -sular chaneelleries. General instructions common to agents of the consular service of | 
i every grade. PR — | | So , 
i | 2. Relations of consuls with the French administration: 1. With the minister of . 
i foreign affairs ; correspondence relative to the different branches of the central admiu- i 
i istration, advances, and reclamations; accounts of the chancelleries. 2. With the _- 
i ‘ minister of marine; correspondence; speculations, charters, and payments; cost of | 
' service and reclamations. 3. With the diplomatic agent whom they relieve, and the i 
i chief consul-general of the consular establishment, with the French maritime or sani- i 
i; tary authorities and the prefects of department. == ©... oo OE 
i -3. The relations of consuls with their countrymen and the local authorities. _Pro- i 

tection of the rights and interests of their countrymen; correspondence with individ- | 
i uals; administrative functions of consuls.concerning their countrymen. Civil-status. i 
i Passports. Registration. Certificates of birth and identity. Pensions. Affidavits of —~=§ | 
i origin. Judicial cognizance. Depots. Sanitary police. Application of law to the | 
4 army abroad. Special intervention of consuls in countries of the East and of the — : 
i . extreme East concerning their countrymen and foreign protégés; the establishment i 
i | owned, kept up, or subsidied by the state. © , | - ea | ' 
j : 4. Relations of consuls with the military and with the merchant marine. Relations | 

ma of consuls with the commanders of vessels of the state. Armament, disarmament, ; 
i and rearmament of commercial vessels. Landings. Statements of deficiency (dues). i 
i. _ Supervi sion to be exercised over vessels:of the merchant marine and on.all operations of : 
7 the arrival, during the sojourn, and at the departure of vessels. Intervention of con-— i 
| suls in case of damage or of shipwrecks. oo 7 i 
1 5, Consular jurisdiction: 1, in Christian countries; 2, in countries of the East and i 
j _ the extreme East. , . | 4 _ J | 
t | 6. Functions of consular pupils, vice-consuls, chancellors, dragoman, interpreters, and E 
i consular agents; relations of these agents with the chiefs of the circumscription to i 
i | which they are attached. | - oe oe | oe f 
i —  S$ee— : _ : | re ' 
{ '. De Clercq and de Vallat. Practical guide to consulates. re 4 
| De Clercq and de Valiat. Formulary of diplomatic and consular chancelleries. | Be 

i ee Oo ARTICLE 9. yt Se SE, 

i The written tests on the English and Spanish languages consist of: ne | 
i 1. The translation of a political contemporaneous document, written in English and | : 
{ Spanish; 7 a BE , 
i . The analysis in French of an English or Spanish parliamentary debate; 
i ' 3. A brief essay in.English or Spanish. ee | if 

' re . ARTICLE. 10. © 2 . os | 

i Written tests on other points of the examination consist of two essays on subjects | | 
i chosen from the programme. = = =—————— ea EE ae |



~ Oral tests on the English and Spanish languages consist of: oe 
|, Reading aloud and‘translating a manuscript: document in English or Spanish. op ES 

. 2. Instantaneous analysis of an English-or Spanish document which shall-be read to og 
thecandidate. = . Co ch EE | 
3. A conversation in English or Spanish. oo oa ol 

ME Se —_ ‘Agticme 122.0 2«2~C*—™ OES &| 

The oral tests on other points of the examination bear upon the whole programme. — og 

| : | - | 7 oes ARTICLE B00 a oe | 

Account shall be taken in favor of the candidates of the knowledge that they may — | - 
have of living foreign languages other than English or Spanish. _ wos Cen 

The candidates will acquit themselves in these acquirements according to the condi- cool 
_- tions set forth in articles 9 and 11. | | ' | | oe 7 | 

| oe ARTICLE 14. | on old 

The results of the trials will be determined by numbers, according to the following | ® q 
data: = - | oe | | rn 

1. Written trials: \ ae ee Ee 

a. English and Spanish, maximum... .-. 22-22. cee. eee een ee reece eee eee eee 20 ee 
0. [st Dissertation, maximum . .... 2.22. cee. cee nec ee cece cece eens eee ee ee ee 40 

-¢, 2nd Dissertation, maximum ....--...--- .--. cee eee e cece een eee teen eeee eens 40 oe 

| 2 Oral trials: og . Co : so , ee 
qa. English and Spanish .. 2.2... 22 22. eee ce eee ne ee ce ce te eee ee tee cece ter ee cece 20 | 

-». Other points of examination, maximum... ...... 2.2.2.2 eee ee ee eee ee ee eee ee OOO 
__. Foreign languages other than English and Spanish, (optional mark,) maximum... 20 > 

Mota of mumbers..2... 22-2 22-+25cb ee cece ctee ee ceeee ce eeeeeeeeeeeeeeceres ee 200 | 
No candidate shall be declared admissible to the oral tests if the total of his marks _ ce 

for the written tests isless than 70... 2 A : oe rege? 
No candidate will obtain a certificate of ability if the total marks he shall have ob- ~_ a 

_ tained upon the entire tests is less than 120. mS Hs GE 

Every candidate who shall have obtained for one of the above-mentioned classes of 
tests a number less than one-fourth of the maximum shall be excluded. a oo 

So | No. 1020 a ee 

J So Mr, Hittteo Mr. Ewart ooo 

No. 1519.) = =~=~=~—~—CXLs@aIon oF THE UNITED STaTES, = — ff 
Paris, August 10,1877, -(Received August 22.) sf 

Sir: The gentlemen in charge of the Universal Exposition of 1878 
continue to send to this legation numerous letters received by them from — | 

_ the United States, applying for space, information, &c. Acommunica- — [ 

tion from the general commission, received yesterday, states that the | 
- minister of agriculture and commerce is preparing to have a pressing. | 

representation made to our government upon this subject,and asks this 
legation to aid in inducing the much-desired participation of the United = J 

_ States. The immense structures on the Champs de Mars and the Tro- | 
- eadéro, are approaching completion, and all the foreiga commissions = = —_f 

are on the eve of entering into possession of their respective places in wee 
the interior. A deep solicitude is felt by the administration of theexhi- = = =— f 

_ bition in regard to the intentions of the government of the United States, =f 
no official advice or assurance having been received on this subject. | 
The commissioner-general reiterates his promise that he will hold to_ | 

the latest possible limit the whole of the space reserved for the United |
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_ States in the original design. Nevertheless, he is compelled to re- 7 

7 : cognize the fact that the time is passing and the moment rapidly  —__ 1 | approaching when, in the interest of the common work, all questions 
|... Of this kind must be irrevocably decided. i ee 
i; _ I gladly comply with the request and present these observations to | - 

 .- you. I refrain from adding any thing further, knowing that you have | 
j | - watched this enterprise with interest and fully informed yourself in — | 

So regard to it from the first. _ os , - ao 
: - Thave,&ce, | os es a | 

, | oe Oo RR, HITT. - 

NG 0B CO 
oo a Mr. Hitt to Mr. Evarts. | | | | | 

No. 1523.) = sd ATION OF THE UNITED States, | dl - | | | — Paris, August 20,1877. (Received September 7.) 
| Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith three copies of a circular : 

i _ received from Mr. Berger, director of the foreign sections of the Univer- ‘| 
: sal Exposition of 1878, and which has been sent to all the commissions _ | 

_ of foreign countries, giving much information in regard to the state of | 
i. advancement of the work, and urging prompt action on the part of the 
' commissions. — a | 
' | _ You will remark the important statement that the essential parts of _ | 
i : _ the exposition buildings will be completed by the 15th of September, 
J and the laying of the floors between then and the 1st of October, when 

a _ the commission of each country can proceed to parcel out its section. 
Po have, Ge, | 

i rt nctosure. Translation] SoD ue | 
i oF MINISTRY. OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE, _ Oe 
i UNIVERSAL INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION OF 1878, aT PARIS, : 
! — = Me _ DIRECTION OF FOREIGN SECTIONS, Paris, August 17, 1877. | : 

i - - An entire year has elapsed since the day when the French Government invited the 
[ . civilized nations of the whole world to the International and Universal Exposition of ~ i 
i 1878, which will have for its: theater the united space of the Champ de Mars and the | : 
i .  Trocaadéro. . SO et oe | . : 
{ Nothing has been able to retard the efforts of the general commissariat since that i 
i... epoch. They have been only equaled by the flattering eagerness with which foreign  —Ss_ 
; countries have responded successively to the appeal of France. | oe 4 
Fo. .° It was, above all, necessary that the palace of the Champ de Mars, which will form ft 
| _ the chief place of the exposition, should be rapidly finished. The work of interior © [ 

Po _ organization, commenced at the proper time, should then be carried out, in readiness _ E 
i for an entire installation on the opening day. - = = ————— | ee Gg 

| The first part of this programme is about to be realized; from the 15th of next Sep- | 
ia ~tember the palace of the Champ de Mars will be finished in all its essential parts. We 
i _ approach, then, the moment when each foreign commission will be able to take per- iF 
a manent possession of the compartment. reserved for it. = = ee 
| : _ ‘The uncovered spaces in the parks and gardens are all ready and at the disposition | 
i _ of the countries designated to make use of them. The plans of installation are every- oo | 
i , where very advanced. The general commissariat has been informed of the plans of | 
i. _ the majority for national fagades, of which the foundations have been prepared by its | 
i - - care. - Be es oe, oe | 

I . Two or three of the foreign commissions only, among those of countries most dis-_ i 
i _ tant, are backward in sending answers to certain instructions which have been re-- 
j quested of them concerning the construction of partitions in the galleries of the fine | 
b arts, and the repartition of doors through the walls situated along the covered prome
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nade and on each side of the grand gallery for machinery. I am in hopes that allthe | 

plans asked for will have arrived in Paris before a month’s time. | a or 

ve On the other side, the French general commission will have’soon concladed in placing og 

itself in accord with the nations interested upon the subject of the arrangements to z 

| - be taken for furnishing motor power and putting in movement the machinery. How- | 

ever it may be, it is to be wished that each should not delay longer the accomplish- a 

. ment of- the work. It is necessary that the heavy masonry of the national facades | 

and the exterior. works should be finished before the bad weather commences. If this. os 

last result is accomplished, we will only have to occupy ourselves, during the winter, . | & 

_ “with the arrangement of the interior, without the anxiety of delays which the rains _ | | 
of spring or prolonged cold might occasion to outdoor work. _ Oe 

co ~ Our undertaking is not one to be compared to those which ordinarily are carried on 9 

by architects and engineers. It is prudent to allow for possibilities which mayrender . sis 

 fatile more than one plan decided upon in arranging the details of the work. Incon- | | 

| - sidering in the first place the work of the interior arrangement, there is nothing to | 

hinder its commencement, only having regard to the two great divisions of the plan.  § 

| -The placing of the flooring will be finished by the 15th September or lst of October; _ eas 

from that date, which may be advanced for the construction of parts of the typical — . | 

- facades, it will be well for each national commission to proceed to placing the parti- | 

-. tions and the principal divisions of its section. oe | | 

As to the exterior buildings to be erected of different kinds, nothing hinders the im-  £E 

‘mediate laying of the foundations, and next the heavy work and the roofing, only ey 

reserving the decorative part and that of the interior to keep pace with the wants of .. | 

the installation. Co ee | CoE 

_. insist upon my proposition to. commence these works sufficiently in advance, in | 

-. observing at the same time that the contractors and the French workmen whom the |. ; 

| foreign commissions may have to employ will not be found exacting unless delays | 2 

_° intervene rendering the time so short.as to change the normal. condition of things | ce : 

appertaining tothe work. Mae Co pee - | 

“During the preceding expositions the embarrassments occasioned in the last hours: oe 

: have arisen because the operations of handling the productions have. commenced before | 

the complete termination of the work of installment. This comprises two distinct : | 

_- periods, during which the work should be conducted in such a manner that the delays | ty 

a in one should not compromise the methodical execution of the other. It is necessary, in — a 

- . the first place, that the halls of the exposition should be made ready, by the construc- = = ==——”:—sCéd& 

tion of partitions and placing the doors. It is necessary, then, to finish the transpor- =. ‘~& 

_ tation, the mounting and putting in place of the glass-work, before the time designated | 

_ for the arrival of products; that is to say, for the work, strictly speaking, of arrange- 

ments. I leave apart the question of machinery; the foundations for this can be ce 

undertaken much in advance, for the day is near when the great gallery will be com- _ eo 

"pletely covered and inclosed, upon the condition, nevertheless, that everything shall | Poel 

have been made ready for the transmission and the conducting of steam. a Pe a 

-- - -Teonelude by repeating that from the 15th of September next the architects and the = 

engineers of the foreign commissions may be admitted to commence work upon the 4 

“grounds. - a . | 7 ae ee 

~ J do not place in doubt your good disposition to prove that the experiences already 

made have borne their fruit. You will not, tolerate the renewal of errors, of difficul- Soe: 

ties, and of false manceuvers which have been the cause that to this day no exposition — | 

_. has been ready at the hour wished for. Is it not likewise better to put aside, as quickly oo 

as possible, the cares of the material work, in dwelling upon all which remains forus | | 

to accomplish in another order of ideas, if only for the organization of the labors of | . 

the international jury of recompenses ; that is to say, for the part the most elevated. — 

- and the most delicate of our common work? . we ; | 

Permit me, then, to call your attention once more to the compiling of the catalogue, es | 

of which the manuscript has been requested of you for the'Ist of next October. ~ | | 

Accept, &e., > es OO . es | OE 
me - oe he director of foreign sections, — ne | 

OA gS re ce Py G. BERGER. © ne | 

oe , OO _ No. 104. | 7 aa ae 

, | Mr, Noyes to Mr. Evarts. SE : 

- Noh 07 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 

coe | Paris, September 13, 1877. (Received. September 27.) , 

- §rr: Since my dispatch of the 6th instant the funeral of Mr. Thiers 

--has taken place. It was attended by an immense concourse of people, | |
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; _ estimated at from four to six hundred thousand. During the solemn 
{ | ceremony the rain. fell incessantly, but this did not deter the multitude | 
1 _ from manifesting by their presence at the burial their sympathy and. 
i sorrow. The most perfect order everywhere prevailed. Occasionally. : ; there was.a. shout, “ Vive la République,” ‘Vive la Franee,” or “ Vive... / a Thiers,” but whenever this oceurred the senators of the left, by a mo- | 
. tion of the hand, enjoined silence, and their signals seemed to be tele- 
i -  * graphed along the whole line, producing the desired effect. I do not | i: _ believe that in any city of the world more perfeet order and.decorum | ‘ could have been maintained. The unaffected sorrow of the. people | ' - seemed to allay for the time all political excitement. * _ Co 
i; _ For a day or two the republican leaders were evidently stunned by | 
{ _ the unexpected death of Mr. Thiers, but, so far as I-ean observe, they = 
i —_—sCOhhave recovered their confidence and are as determined as ever. Mr. | 
| Gambetta told me, on the day of the funeral, that the result on elec- | 
| .__ tion-day would not be unfavorably affected by Mr. Thiers’s death, and ! 
‘ Mr. Jules Simon remarked to me, about the same time, that the life of : 
i; the republic was not dependent upon the life of any man. Predictions 

a as to the result of the impending election, of course, are colored and | 
| controlled largely by the wishes of the various parties. Mr. Gambetta . 

_thinks the republicans will carry 400 members. Mr. Thiers, a few. days | 
‘ _ before his death, expressed, the ‘same opinion. ‘The government hopes sist 
' to reduce the number below ‘the old 363. The contest is a very bitter : 
j _ one,.and all parties are persistent and active. Whatever the result of | 

| the elections, it is not generally ,believed here, in circles which ought — | 
a to be best informed, that there will be any violent overturning. The. | 

___-—-: prosecution and sentence of Gambetta do not, of course, seem to soften | 
or modify the severity of the political struggle. * * The day of elec- 

i, tien is not definitely fixed, but will probably be about the middle of | 
i October, a ee i I beg leave to add that on the day before the funeral of Mr. Thiers 
po Mr. Washburne and myself called at the Thiers mansion, and were =; 
i _ kindly admitted to.an interview with Madame Thiers, © We sent, with | 
, our cards, from the legation a floral tribute to be placed on the coffin, 
i and, with the secretaries, attended the funeral. Our attentions seemed — | 
|. tobe fully appreciated. . rt cee ke | 
to  Thave, &e., , | oo BDWARD F. NOYES. | | 

; — -No105, | 
‘ee | _ Mr. Noyes to Mr. Evarts. So : | 

i No. 8.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, i | | _ —- Paris, September 21, 1877. (Received October 3.) 
j ___ S1m: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information of the 
i State Department, a copy of the recent manifesto of President Mac- | | 
i Mahon, together with the comments of various French journals thereon. | 
i , T have, &c., EDWARD F. NOYES. 

i a : , _ [Inelosure.] ey | 

i | oe THE MARSHAL PRESIDENT’S MANIFESTO. a | | 
i The following is the text of the important document issued by the chief of the state. 
i to the French nation: = oO ee ee a | i ce 7 so. Parts, September 19, 1877. ; 

_FRENCHMEN: You are.about to-elect your representatives ia the Chamber of Deputies. |



Ce a | FRANCE. | oe — Ta a 

- -‘T-have not:the pretension to exercise any pressure on your choice, but Lam anxious = 

- toremoveallambiguity.. Soo eg ME te : oe E 

You must know what I have done, what I intend to do, and what will be the conse- _ - oy 

quences of what you are about to do yourselves. fe = ee | 

| This is what Ihave done: | mes | — | | ne 

For four years I have preserved peace, and the personal confidence” with which the CE 

foreign sovereigns honor me enabled me to-render daily more cordial our relations with cad 

all the powers. ee : | ae BES 

| At home order has not been for a moment disturbed. oo | oe 

By means of a policy which has rallied around me the men. who:are'before all else | ere 

devoted to:the country, the:public prosperity, which had been for a moment checked oy 

_by our misfortunes, has recovered its buoyancy. The public wealth has increased not- — a dd 

withstanding our heavy burdens. The national credit has been strengthened. = — | The] 

| France, peaceable and confident, has at the same time seen herarmy, whichis:always ®  — & 

worthy of her, reconstituted on fresh bases. . EE Ue OS nes 

But those great results were in danger or being compromised. = | oa 

-’ The Chamber of Deputies, escaping each day more and: more from the direction of the | | 

men of moderate ideas, and more and more swayed by the avowed leaders of radical- |  § 

| ism, had reached the point of disregarding the share of authority which belongs to ae | 

-- me, and which I could not allow to be diminished without engaging the honor of-my 4 

~ name before you and before history. At thesame time, contesting the legitimate influ- — Td 

ence of the Senate, it tended to nothing less than to substitute for the necessary equi- See | 

librium of the powers established by the constitution the despotism of a new conven- ye 

tion. Pye ng, Boa ty ote ae : es 

_. . Phere was no time for hesitation. | ne | : 

Exercising: my constitutional right, and with the concurrence of the Senate, I -dis- oe | 

solved the Chamber of Deputies. _ : os | als 

. - Ft is now for'you tospeak. | yea - er 

- You are told that I wish to:desttoy. the republic. You. will not. believe it. — | ee 

The constitution is confided to my care. I will cause it to ‘berespected. | | 

‘What. I expect from you is the election of a chamber which, rising above party ok 

- competitions, studies, before all, the business of the country. | | Ce we , 

- At the last elections an abuse was made of my name. Among those who then called oo 

- themselves my friends many have not. ceased to oppose me. They still tell you of their — | 

| devotedness to me personally, and pretend to.only attack my ministers. hes SS 

You will not be the dupes of such an artifice. In order to frustrate it, my govern- ae § 

ment will designate to you, among the candidates, those who alone are authorized to — oe 

| use my name. . Se . ae | nee 

, You will weigh maturely the meaning of your votes. | : Ss 

Elections favorable to my policy will facilitate the regular working of the existing | : 

government. They will affirm the principle of authority, which has been undermined § ~— & 

by demagogues, and will secure order and peace. . , 

Hostile elections would aggravate the conflict between the public powers, impede | a | 

the movement of business, and maintain the agitation; and France in the midst of == | t 

those new complications would become an object of mistrust to Europe. : | , 

As for myself, my duty would increase with the danger. I could not obey the orders : | 

- of the demagogues. I could neither become the instrument of radicalism, nor abandon OG 

- the post in which the constitution has placed me. _ : : SE i es 

| I shall remain to defend conservative interests, with the support of the Senate, and st 

to protect energetically those faithful functionaries who, inatrying moment, have — fh 

not allowed themselves to be intimidated by vain menaces. | | 7 7 Oe eI 

a Frenchmen! I await with entire confidence the manifestation of your sentiments. © 7 | 

France, after so many trials, desires stability, order, and peace. Bll Cee Pl as, 

With the aid of God we will-secure those blessings for her. You will listen tothe. oe 

-. voice of a soldier who serves no party, no revolutionary nor retrograde passion, and oe 

who is guided solely by love of country, Re SC a og 

lan Pe PR tye “Marshal de MAC MAHON, : ; : 

Soha OES : Duke de Magenta, President of the Republic. . ; 

- Countersigned: ee — | oo a = mo 

‘De Fourtou, — __ | | 7 | —_ os | 

| Minister of the Interior.” © | oe : |
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_. CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

i; Oh Sacks Mee. AND THE FRENCH LEGATION. 3. > we 

FP de Vaugelas to Mr. Fish, 
; - _ LEGATION OF FRANCE IN THE UNITED STATES, 
i OS Washington, September. 9, 1876. (Received September 12.) | 
: Stk: On the 20th of May last Mr. Bartholdi had the honor to inform’ 
i. _ your excellency that an international exhibition would be opened at ' _ + Paris in 1878, and at the same time to invite the co-operation of the | 
i ~ Government of the United States ce 
' : Since that time the project of my government has received the legis- | 
' | lative sanction, and the two chambers have made the appropriation — | 

te which was proposed to them to insure the execution of this great enter- | 
; prise. 2. - Oo meet 
1 __ In view of the brief period which will elapse before the opening of : 
i _——Ss‘ the exhibition, Duke Decazes has thought that the proper time has ar- : 
i _ rived to invite foreign powers to a more direct and active participation. — : 
‘ | I therefore have the honor to beg your excellency to use your influence : 
: | with the Federal Government to the end that it may appoint special | 
j . ‘commissioners, with instructions to make arrangements with the French : 
7: commissioners concerning everything relating to the organization of the © ! 
aa _ exhibition as regards the space to be reserved for each country, the con- | 

' _ ditions of admission for exhibitors, the charges to be paid by them, the —s | 
i .__ Sending, reception, and placing on exhibition of the goods, and,ina | 
i word, as regards all details of the internal management. =~” oT 
i AS soon as the superior commission, which is to meet very soon, shall 
i... have drawn up the general regulations, I shall hasten to send yourex- | 
; cellency a copy; but I beg you, in the interest of the success of the | 
i __._ exhibition, to be pleased not to defer until then such steps as you may. | 
, _ think necessary to induce the Federal Government to appoint special —s_ | 
i | commissioners, © | eee ee en ee | 
| _ Be pleased to accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the assurances of my | 
qi respectful consideration. © ©... Bek en ge ET | 
i | Tam, &e., ae - FEF. DE VAUGELAS.. | | 

i | | 7 No. 107,00 a 

oo ; | Mr. Hunter to M. de Vaugelas. , — , | 
Po | Se _ DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | | 
Po . . .. Washington, September 22, 1876. | 
| | __ Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the - 
i. 9th instant, in relation to the participation by this government in an 
i. - international exhibition to be opened at Paris in the year 187 8,andto = |{ 
i state in reply that. the matter will be brought to the attention of Con- | 
1 gress at its next session. es Poe 4 
i : Accept, sir, &e., > W. HUNTER, Acting Secretary. 

ae | — No 108 | | 
i a ME Outrey to Mr. Evartis, . | | 
_ - _°—, LEGATION OF FRANCE IN THE UNITED STATES, | 
, | Washington, March 21, 1877. (Received March 21, 1877.) | 
i «Sir: The obscure terms of the English version of the second article |
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of the convention concerning trade-marks, which was concluded between 
France and the United States in 1869, have frequently been a source of es, 

| anxiety to the owners of such marks in France. The following is the ) 

French text: “ Les marques de fabrique dont les proprictaires résidant os 

dans lun des deux états voudront assurer la garantie de leurs droits = ~~ § 

dans Vautre devront RESPECTIVEMENT étre déposées en double exem- = ————sé@E 

- plaire, 4 Paris, au greffe du Tribunal de Commerce de la Seine ; 4 Wash- Woe 

- _ ington, au Bureau des Patents.” ce _ ee 
his article reads in English as follows: “If the owners of trade- Ee 

| marks residing in either of the two countries wish to secure theirrights = : 
in the other country, they must deposit duplicate copies of these marks = =————s 
in the Patent Office at Washington, and in the clerk’s office of the Tri- 

- punal of Commerce of the Seine, at. Paris.” a 4 
This wording, in which the word “respectivement” of the French =~ 

text has been omitted, seems to imply that trade-marks must be depos-. sO 
ited, simultaneously, both at Washington and at Paris; whereas, accord- J 
ing to the real terms of the con vention, the deposit is obligatory at Wash- —  & 

- ington only for French citizens who wish to secure the ownership of a os § 

mark in the United States, as itis obligatory only at Paris for Ameri- = f 
gan citizens who desire to take the same measures in France. el 

a The omission to which I have just had the honor to call your attention, - 
- -‘Mr. Secretary of State, cannot affect the evident.design of both govern- oe 

ments, and I shall therefore be grateful to youif you will have the kind- Oe 
- ness to adopt some measure calculated to prevent an erroneous inter- =f 

pretation by the American courts of article 2 of the convention of April. _ | 

16,1869. — | De EE NARA BSc Ee | eg 7 

_ In case you should think proper to do so by means of an interpretative oe el 
- declaration, an article on this subject, worded in unequivocal terms, = = § 

night, as my government suggests, be added to the aforesaid convention. | 
he additional article of 1868 to the treaty of 1858, concluded between eS 

‘the United States and Belgium, which is identical in its stipulations = —_ J 
' . with our convention of 1869, but the wording of which is more precise  «- 

as regards the depositing of marks, sets off, by comparison, the defectin = = — f 
the English text of article 2, which I have had the honor to quote above. ) 

Be pleased to accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the assurance of my very — es 

high consideration. ee Oe Ce | 

Tam, &e, _ MAX OUTREY. | 

ee NO, 109 

oe Mr. Hvarts to M. Outrey. cares | 

OTS Ce - DEPARTMENT OF STATE, «= «| 
| a a a Washington, April 25,1877. | | 

_ rm: Reverting to your note of the 21st ultimo in reference toan am | 
_. biguity as to the meaning of the English version of article Il of thecon | I 

- . vention for the protection of trade-marks between the United States and «| 
| France, I have the honor to state that this government construes the a 

article referred to in the sense which is clearly expressed in the French — 
~ version of the said article, and formally acceptsthe French versionasthe = ~~ - § 
a mterpretation thereof eee ce 

is believed that the forego{ng statement will be sufficient to obvi- | 
—— any difficulty to which the doubtful sense of the English version of | 

article in question might give risen ne o ae 
avail myself, &e.- | oe WM MM. EVARTS, ee
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a ee | No. 110. ASR Tee 
4 7 , | | iB | a Mr. Davis to Mr. Fish. EE | 

; No. 557.] | _.-—'s§ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
| | Berlin, January 4, 1877. (Received January 22.) _ | 

] Siz: I hoped that the close of the Constantinople conference would | 
7 afford ground for’ more favorable prognostications than I have been ; 

im _ forced to indulge in for some months past.. However, such is not the : 
' case. The new year opens unfavorably. | | | 
’  .- This is the last day of the meeting of the delegates in the conference. —_ | 
i Upto this morning there are no favorable private advices, either at the | 
i. foreign office or at the British embassy. I have just been to each in | 
i order to send the latest. news. a , | ES , | 
i At the foreign ofiice it is thought that the Grand Vizier may possi- : 
i bly resign, but that in no event will the Sultan yield; that the Turks | 
: | may try for more time; but that the present answer will be a positive | 
: refusal to nine of the points presented by the powers, including the — | 
; all-important one of guarantees. - | , Doe 
i At the British embassy it is likewise supposed that the refusal will q 
' 7 be absolute. I gain there the additional information that a rupture of 
i - diplomatic relations will not follow. The ambassadors are toleaveCon-. | 
' | Stantinople, but all, including the Russian, are to leave chargés in | 
to charge. This fact is important as showing that an immediate war is. | 
i hot expected. The armistice between the Turks and the insurgents — 
{ having been prolonged, the fact. that Russia leaves a chargé at -Con- 

tt stantinople shows that peace is to-continue for the present. In fact,as | 
i | I have already had occasion to say to the Department, Russia is not yet —| 
i ready for war. Noone abandons the hope of peace. With everybody | 
i wanting it and two months secured for further negotiations, it is quite [ 
i _ within the range of possibility that it may still be secured, but one can- | 
| _ not honestly say that the outlook is hopeful. _ er ee ee | 
i , On the side of Russia, all parties bear testimony to her moderation | 
i in these negotiations. Mr. Von Biilow speaks in high terms of General 
| | Ignatieff. But she cannot be expected to give up everything. | | 
| - Qn the part of Turkey, the mob-at Constantinople is represented to =| 
: _be warlike and excited. It is even said that should the Sultan accept 
| the work of the conference, if would cost him his throne. There is no — | 
i doubt that the Turks have conceived the idea that no matter what the {| 
i attitude of England may be in the conference, in war she must side | 
j | with. Turkey. It is easy to.conceive the power of such an idea on an | 
f | Oriental mind. : | as - a | 
; Ido not think that Lord Salisbury has done anything to foster such. [ 
f . an opinion. Whatever his views.may have been.on leaving England, [ 
| : his personal intercourse with the statesmen of the continent.on-his way. | 
i to Constantinople convinced him that England could look for no help { 
{ . from them in a war with Russia. It is fair to suppose that this con- i 
i -. vietion helped shape his course at Constantinople. Mr. Von Biilow . 
{ bears strong testimony to his constant sorts in the direction of peace. 
i Looking back, however, upon the reje@yion of the Berlin memorandum 
i in London, the dispatch of the fleet to Besika Bay, and the incendiary | 
1 speeches of Lord Beaconsfield, one is not entirely surprised at the tenac- 
| ity with which the Turks adhere to their opinion. | : | |
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| Whether the conference is or is not to end now has:not yet beende-  — & 
cided. The French-and Italian representatives desire to continue it at. ee 
some other place. The English seem to think it may as well drop. = | 

_. Nobody gives heed to the patent constitution which the Sultan has i 
_. picked up in Belgium.and proclaimed in Turkey. ———~—--—— thinks oe 
- it.a good constitution fora. law-abiding people like the Belgians, but  &-§ 

not. worth much in Turkey, where, he says, a man may think himself 4 
well off if he: keeps his head on his:shouldersand his wifeand daughters _ 4 

—  aremotviolated, (00 20 0 0 Me | rr 
Ihave, &., | | | CN Rg es ee 

| ES OC. BANCROFT DAVIS. 

ee ae No. 111. Be Lie 

| - . Mr. Davis to Mr. Fish. - | ol 

No, 584.) _ . LEGATION.OF THE UNITED STATES, ~~ | 
aie Berlin, February 10,1877. (Received February 26.) = = 
Siz: In a former dispatch, I reported to the Department: thatthe —_— ff 

general election for.the Reichstag on the 10th January resulted inno 
' choice.in seventy districts, an absolute majority of all the votes cast = — ff 

being neeessary toachoice. = Cd A REGS eS a 
The Jaw requires that in the second elections in such districts voters = ) 

shall vote only for one or the other of the two candidates who received == ~— ff 
| the highest number of votes at the first election, and that all ballotsfor = 

other persons shall be treated as null... The suffrage in the second:elec- = 
tion as in the first-is universal, and direct, and by secret ballot. Every = 

- German citizen-can vote who has reached the age of twenty-five years, oo 
os who resides in. the commune at the: time of election, who is:not under ce 

, guardianship, or under decree of bankruptcy, or is not receiving alms. | 
_- from public funds, or has not been convicted of an infamous crime. | 

These restricted elections have now taken place, and I am able to — | 
complete with. approximate accuracy the partial returns:which have al- —s_—s—s J 
ready been sent to the Department. Parties are minutely:subdiyided ) 
in the Reichstag, and many new members have been:elected whose'pol-  =———sé& 

-itics-are not. definitely known. For these reasons the party estimates = f 
of results:must inevitably vary considerably from each other. Ithink == — | 
the following table will-prove.to be-not far: from correct: — Nf ee] 

National Liberals, 180;:Léwe Berger group, 14; Liberal, 1; aggregate Liberals =~ | 
- who.-are regarded as Imperialists...... 2... 2206 ees en cece cece ee cone ceee eee ces 145 © fee 

: Conservatives, 37; Free Conservatives, 36 ; all regardedas Imperialists.......... 73 — OE 
_ Christian Socialists... 2... sci. eee cence ee ce ee cence tee eee et cece eee LO | 

Aggregate Imperial strength... 2.22.2... ne ee eee ce eee ce cece ce ce eens en ee QD) | 
Alsace Autonomists. .. 20.20. 2. ee ee ce ne ce ce ee ne cee ee cece ew etter cc censeene 7 oe 
Catholic Centrum, 97; Alsace clericals, 3; aggregate ‘Catholic.vote, regarded. SE 

_ a8 hostile to the empire :.... eee eee ee chee cee cee seem cee wee wccwe cece 100). eos 
| _ States-Rights Separatists (Hanoverian, 3; Alsace, 5; Danish, 1.3 Polish, 14).. 23 ©. | 
_ Democrats (Fortschritt, 32; Socialists, 14; Volks party,1; Democrats,1).... 48 ©  —.—sé& 

ss Aggregate anti-Imperial strength............ceeeeececcee eee ceeeececesece ATL OF 

- Potal number of members... 22. .0.ee- seep eee eee nececcctwseneteeneccenseee B97 | 

The numbers assigned to each party in this table, for the reasons =~ | 
already given, are subject to modification hereafter, and the general ~~
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n _ division into Imperialists and non-Imperialists is quite.arbitrary. Itis — 
: impossible to make a division.on that point which will give a clew to | 
, _ the probable action of members in practical legislation.. It is not to be 2 
i _ assumed, for instance, that Prince Bismarck can depend upon the votes _ | 
i of the Old Conservatives or of the National Liberals Inany andevery 
, - contingency, nor is it to be assumed that all the members of the Fort- | 
i _.  $chritt party are to be classed as opposed. to the empire, although their | 
, present attitude is one of hostility. In estimating the future it is | 
: necessary to consider the tendency of men’s political principles as well . 
i as their present political relations, = MA a 
| _ German law, like English and French, permits a person to present | | 
j himself for several constituencies at the same general election. Hence 
| ~—s we have five persons, each of whom has been elected to two seats. | 
i _ These gentlemen must determine which seat they will sit forand which ~— | 
a. _ they will leave to be filled by some one else. They are all party leaders— | 
: Lasker (National Liberal), Hinel and Hertz (Fortschritt), and Bebel | 
i and Hasenclever (Socialists). . i - | 
to Comparing the new returns with the constitution of the old house, itis | 
i found that there are one hundred and forty-two new members. Political 
‘a _ . life in Germany seems to be as uncertain as. it is in America: In the — 
a changes the National Liberals lose nineteen seats, while the Conserva- J 
, _ tives gain twenty-one seats. In the anti-Imperial ranks the Catholics 
: _ apparently gain six seats, but as the whole Alsace vote could be | 
i _. counted for them in the last: Reichstag, they really lose six seats when § | 
Po the Alsace vote is taken into consideration. Without that they: gain | 
' | three seats, the States-Rights parties lose seven seats, and the Fort- 4 

schritt party seventeen. | jthe Socialists and Democrats united gain seven | | 
{ = seats. | pues a ae me a ERs | 

: A more interesting comparison may be instituted with the recent elec- 
i tions for the Prussian Landtag. In the course of years men’s political 
i. convictions change as new issues are presented, or as they think they | 
i get new light on old ones; but it.is not often that radical changes are 
, worked out in the course of a few days. When , therefore, we find differ- F 
j ent results obtained in the same constituencies in two general elections | 

Z | held within a few weeks of each other, but on a different suffrage basis, | 
i it is fair to presume that the change is attributable to the difference in 
| the suffrage qualifications..§ = Od 
i — The mode of electing the Prussian Landtag (or house of deputies) is | 
i... complicated, and evidently framed with a view to give acontrolling in- = 
' | fluence to property. Every male Prussian; native or naturalized, who | 
i has reached the age of twenty-four years, who has not been convicted _ 

_ of an infamous crime, who is not receiving alms from public means,and =| 
i : who has resided for six months in the district in which he resides on the | 
| day of election, is entitled to vote. The votes are not cast directly for st 
| members of the Landtag, but for an intermediate body of electors, by sy. 

tf whom the members of the new Landtag are chosen, as well as all mem- | 
{ bers to fill vacancies in that body which may occur before the next _ 
j . . general election. One such elector is to be chosen for every 250 inhab- 
, itants, and the number of members of the electoral college (if Imay use 
| 7 the term) for each district will necessarily be the quotient obtained by _ 
| -—s dividing the whole number of the inhabitants in the district by 250. 
; _ The voters are divided into three classes according to the amount of the 
; direct. taxes which they pay to the state. For the purpose of classifica- | 
1 _. tion the sum-total of the taxes paid in the district is divided by three. i 
fo The highest tax-payers, whose aggregate taxes amount to one-third of | : 
| 7 _ the sum, constitute the first class. Those next in amount who pay the —
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next third, constitute the second class. The remainder of the voters a 
- form the third class. Each class votes separately, and elects one-third of 

the electors for the district. If on a division of the whole number of — | | 
_ electors to which the district is entitled, by three, one remains over, the | 
extra elector is to be chosen by the second class; if two remain over, | 
one is to be chosen by the first class and one by the third. The votes are I 
given viva voce, and a majority of all is necessary toa choice. = I 
- Under this complicated system a general election for a new Landtag  &§ 
was held about two months before the general elect:on for the Imperial — | 

_ Reichstag. . Prussia contains in round numbers twenty-six millions of ~ Od; 
the forty-three millions who inhabit the empire. The division of parties ae 

- in the Prussian Parliament and in the Imperial Parliament is identical. if 
Indeed, to a considerable extent, the members are also identical. The ee 

_ Landtag consists of 432 members. The Prussian members of the Reich- | 
| stag amount to 235. Given, therefore, a certain political division of the | - 

432 members of the Landtag, it requires a simple mathematical calcula- : , 
tion to determine how the 235 Prussian members of the Reichstag should | 

_ be distributed in order to produce a parallel result. On this basis I 
have thus tabulated the recent elections: - PEN Sa 

ee - ele | 2 as S. es | 
| | | eS = : e2 / too} 

| a : Party. a ee er Se | ES ade ae Lo OE 

- oO - we - aa ee fe 2 RO! ob. me | 

oo oe oe | - 5 sf | 8 | " 8 : & 
| oe | | 4 aR fat | oO} | 

National Liberals .............-..--2-- .-2--- 174} 94 668 [wee] 26 a 
| Centrum .. 2... one cee ene eee ene eee ne ween 92; 50 ~—660 10 [Lee : 

Fortschritt ...... 2.2. 2-2-2. eee eee eee wee 68 37 16 |....--). 9 21 
Conservative Liberals.......-.....-..-.-...-| . 37 20 26° 6.j..-.2. 
Conservatives .... 22. ---- 02-222 sence e eee e ee 36 20 31 11 |..---. 
Poles .. 2. 2. 222 coon ween cee ene eee cence eens | 14]. 8 44. i | 
Lowe Berger....--.- .-.. --02 ---- seen eeee eee} 11 a) 7 ae 
Social Democrats.... 2.222. one ce eee eens [ieee eee | eee eee OP Ole «| 
Separatists 2... ie ee wees cee eee eee cece oes cee | ene wees — Apo Ape I 

oe cae 4382) 235.| 235 | 47/147 | a 

| These figures seem to demonstrate that the professors and learned ~— | 
- classes and bourgeoisie of Germany, who regard themselves asthechosen = ~— J 

|  gustodians of liberal ideas and the special guardians of constitutional = 
_. liberty, suffer loss by the practical operation of universal suffrage; that = = | 

the Roman Catholic party gains by it rather than loses; and that the .——_—sif 
conservatives and landed proprietors—in other words, the old aris- . — 

— tocracy—are the greatest gainers. | EO ERE Rg at eT 
| The Social Democrat. also comes to the front under this influence. | 
Not that the party is much strengthened in the Reichstag (it has 14 7 | 

| members against 9 in the late body), but that the number of its voters at . | 
~ the polls has largely increased. In the general election theSocialists won _ an 
‘ten seats, and stood either first or second on the list in eighteen districts | 
in which no election had taken place. . Great exertions were madeon both —. . 

_. sides to carry these districts in the second election. The unexampled | 
Socialist vote of the 10th of January was increased—in some districts: os 
largely increased—at the new trial. Their opponents combined against : 
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l. - them and succeeded in preventing them from carrying more than four. 
| ‘additional seats. In two districts, in each of which many thousand ~ | 
1 votes were polled, they nearly grasped success. One they lost.by 78 | 

| votes, the other by 240. In the other districts they were decidedly | 
; - ‘-beaten;-in some very badly. In the combined districts which they _ | 

| ~~~ -eontested on the second trial, they threw an aggregate vote of 180,987, . | 
‘ and were in a minority of 26,074. I did not preserve the figures of the 
i general elections on the 10th of January, and therefore have no means ) 
; of knowing what was their aggregate vote in the emp re at that time. 
, T have heard it stated as about double the vote of 1874. That votewas 
1 ~~ about 350,000, whence we may assume that their present vote is from | 
| | 600,060 to 800,000. a BS a | 

| The. party levies its recruits in all parts of the empire. It has mem- | 
Zz bers in the Reichstag from commercial Altona, from the political centers | 

| | Berlin and Dresden, from the great intellectual center of Leipzig, from | 
' Rostock on the shores of the Baltic, from the mountainous seats of | 
/ - Saxon industry, from the Rhine country, and from Wiirtemberg.. It 

oo - contested with vigor and hope of success the great city of Hamburg, 
] oO several manufacturing towns Jn the plains of Westphalia, the farming =| 

/ estates of Schleswig-Holstein, and the manufacturing districts of Ba- 
| | varia. It has found adherents among the agricultural laborers of Pom- | 
; -erania, who live and die on the same estate, sometimes without ever — 
/ visiting a town, and it has obtained a footing in East Prussia and Silesia, 
] and in the little duchies in the center.of Germany. In regions thus 

oo widely separated from each other and -having little in common in their 
; - modes of living or views of life, it has shown the same signs of organ- 
| ization and of unexpected political activity and strength; and its growth | | 
i bas excited throughout Germany a profound sensation—fear would be 
; too strong a word to apply to a brave people—which may perhaps lead | 

to proceedings in the Reichstag when that body meets. Bn 
. : ~The German political, socialism of to-day may be traced to the teach- | 

| ings of Ferdinand Lasalle, a brilliant, erratic, fiery spirit, who disre- 
i garded the conventional rules of society and the ordinary. codes of 

i, morals, and, after a life of excitement, fell in a duel in Switzeriand, | 

fo _ just.as events were about to open the door for advancement. His scheme | 

i _was rather communistic than political, and met with little success in 
i - his life-time. At his death the societies numbered only 4,610 members | 

a: in all Germany. His ideas were then taken up by others, but would 
: “probably have been abandoned as visionary had not the war of 1866 — | 
pl -brought about a union of North Germany with a Diet elected by univer- | 
|. > ‘gal suffrage. This changed what had been a visionary scheme for com- | 
i: munism into a practical combination for political purposes. Lasalle’s 
i machinery was easily converted into’an irresponsible despotism by the = | 

- able men who took charge of it. The contributions of the workmen, who | 
became active members of the societies, furnished them the means to { 

i _.  -pursue their ends. Lasalle had thrown membership open to all who ; 
{ - . . ghose to subscribe and pay the extremely moderate assessment. His — | 

i | .successors received as members only those who were willing to work for 

| .the cause. Thus the body of supporting voters at the polls soon vastly | 
i outnumbered the active members, who, in American parlance, ‘“ ran the 

i ‘machine.”. Ce, Ogee. oT 
i - From 1866 to 1875 there were great jealousies between the leaders 

and divisions in the ranks. One school still remained communist pure — i 
_ and simple; another joined the Internationals; but when the proceedings _ 

i -at Paris shocked the moral sense of the world internationalism was put E 

: in the background. It.was not a pleasant thing at that time to be a Social-
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ist leader. Liebknecht was:imprisoned ;.Bebel:and Schweiz also, and, a 
J think, Hasenclever was dlso,condéinned; ‘btit'T am not sure. The gov- Ak 

-. @rnment was on the watch for overt acts in violation of law, and was _ _ 
swiftto punish them. © ©... Oe, | 

__ The great Socialist vote of 1874, quite as unexpected by that partyas — 
by the public, induced the quarreling factions to treat for union. ‘It was | | 
difficult to reconcile the opposing principles of communism and inter- . | 

‘nationalism. Perhaps it would have been more difficult to reconcile the 
Opposing interests of the leaders, had the prize been less. In 1875 the | 
union was completed. The Socialists practically surrendered to the | t 
 Internationalists, retaining just enough of their peculiar doctrine to be | 
able to say that they had not yielded everything. Itis this united party 7 

. which fought the great fight in the recent elections. wap le - : 
The objects which they profess to desire to secure are principally — 

these: Sieg DR ps So : | 
1. Universal suffrage for all males over twenty years of age (days of | od 

election to. be Sundays or holidays). | Oo : | OL 
9. Direct legislation by the people. War and peace to be made by an 

- ‘direet popular vote. - ae a or | : a | 

. . 8, Universal obligation to military duty in the militia, No standing | | 

army. Cg SE ER et | | : 
4, General legislation. Special legislation not permitted. No sup- - 

pression of the press... oe | 
_.. -§, Legal remedies free of expense. Legal proceedings to be conducted | | 

bythe people 2 0 po a 
_.. 6, Education to be by the state, general, obligatory,and free. Religion => | 

to be a matter for private instruction. — Be | 
| 7, All indirect taxes to be abolished. Money to be raised by a direct : | 

progressive income-t4x,. ese De ee ry  &§ 
-.-- 8, The legal day of labor for men to be defined. The work of women | | 

to be prescribed and limited, and that of children to be prohibited. =. 
9, Sanitary laws for the protection of life and health of laborers, and | 

regulation of their dwellings and places of labor to be enforced by per-— 
-  -gons selected by them.. | Se | ee | | 

- 10. Suitable provisions respecting prison labor. | | See Ses oy 
* “JI, Self-administration of all laborers’ aid societies. = 8 

12, State aid and credit for industrial societies under democratic direc- | 

tion. Ne EN Ear | 
~ In a speech made in the Reichstag in February, 1875, Count Eulen- - ; 
burg, the minister for the interior, stated the latter point much stronger. sg... 
He said that the Socialists demand the transfer of the means of labor : 
to the ownership of the state, and the application and distribution of | : 
the results of labor to be regulated by societies for the common good. : 

 - Phat a political society like the Prussian looks with anxiety upon.an — | 
organized party of three-quarters of a million, devoted to such a pro- — | 
gramme, is not surprising. People ask ‘* Where do the Socialists come | 
.from? One-third of the active soldiers return each year to their homes, | 

’ and become voters for the first time. Do they imbibe socialist ideas in El 
, the army?” This is a question which I cannot answer. Myimpression _ | 

is that the increase is rather. traceable to the general prostration of —~ | 
_ business existing throughout:the world and intensified here by the un- | | 

| certainty of the immediate future (whether peace or war), and by the | 
_ strain of the army on the productive forces of.the country. = | 

7 - Some journals comment upon the local result in South Germany as, © 
| _ evidence of a leaning in those states toward “particularismus,” which . 
| may mean states rights or secession, as occasion requires.. Without
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i much actual. knowledge of details, I am of the opinion that’ such a_ | 
i - . conelusion is incorrect. Perhaps the antagonism between Prussian . | 
' forms and the. more genial ways of South Germany is more marked - 

than it was, but Prussian ideas are no less dominant throughout the : 
1, | empire than they have been. The struggle with the Roman. Church © 1 

tT continues, and I suppose will continue until the election of a new Pope | | 
1 affords an occasion for an armed peace. Socialism thrives and may con-- 
' tinue to thrive until more prosperous times:give the laborer something | | 
; ' besides politics to think of. - These, however, are passing events in the | | 
- onward march of Germany toward unity. = - 

One conclusion can be certainly drawn with safety from the recent.  . | 
] elections—that the conservative supporters of the empire, the landed —s; 
i proprietors, are more powerful than they were in the last Reichstag. 

—. Thave,&e, | : 7 | fo 
; | oe J.C. BANCROFT DAVIS. © | 

fo. Co | No. 112. S _ ee 

a: | —— Mr. Davis to Mr. Fish. oo a ty 

i No. 598.] | . LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, : 
i 7 | Berlin, February 26, 1877... (Received March 14.) 1 
j | _ Srr: Accompanying this dispatch I send, in a separate parcel, copies’ 
, of two recent English blue-books on Turkish affairs. “Should you have 
a - received them from other sources no harm can come from having dupli- | 
i , cates. So faras these documents give new light to the public Iam 
i pleased to see that they justify the confidential information which l — | 
i have from time to time been able tosend youn 
| Lord Salisbury appears to have gone to Constantinople with detailed =| 
i instructions, indicating in advance what he was to endeavor to obtain, | 
| . -and what he was not to concede. The powers invited to the conference — | 
| | had consented to treat on the basis of (1) the independence and terri- — 
| torial integrity of Turkey; (2) non-acquisition of exclusive advantages | 
| by any power; (3) maintenance of the status quo as to Servia and Monte: - | 
j — negro; (4) local autonomy for Bosnia and Herzegovina to be granted 

3 by the Porte in a protocol signed ‘by all the representatives. Lord | 
i _ Derby explained at length the nature of the institutions to be granted i 
i _ for the exercise of autonomy in Servia and Montenegro, and added that i 
i something must be done for that part of Bulgaria which is south of the | 

Balkan range. It is evident, however, that his ideas on this point were | 
[ not as definite as-they were respecting the other districts. He was | 

| positive on but one point, that the guarantees for the future well-being . 
of the province were to be found only in the promises of the Porte in. | 

i the protocol. ‘*Her Majesty’s government,” he ‘said, ‘‘cannot counte- .. | 
i nance the introduction into the conference of proposals, however plausi- | 
{ ble or well-intentioned; which would bring foreign armies into Turkish | 

i territory.” ee Tht oe | | 

i Hampered by such instructions, Lord Salisbury: made his well-known _ 
| tour through the different capitals before arriving in Constantinople. [ 
| . So-far as this book gives glimpses into the history of his journey, it con- | 
i | firms the information which I have already sent to the Department.> | 
j Disinterested readers of these papers must say that Lord Salisbury
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- Jabored with intelligence and.zeal-to secure a practical result; but thaj = ; 
his instructions and the course of his goverment at home made it im- «| 
possible. The negotiations had been nominally relegated to Constanti- = — § 
nople; but Lord Derby and even Lord Beaconsfield were holding inter- | 
views with Turkish representatives in London, which. could not but q 
damage the efforts of Lord Salisbury. What, for instance, could be . 4 
more fatal to the demands of the conference than the assurance inad- : 
vance that no attempt would .be made to enforce them should they be | 
refused? It also appears that Sir Henry Elliott and Lord Salisbury " 

- -were not always at one. The dispatch of the former of the 10th of Dee 
-_ cember last, printed on page 59 of No. 2, reads like an arraignment of | | 

the conference and a justification of Turkey in advance of her refusal. _ | 
| It is plain that the conference was doomed to failure from the begin- |  & 

, ning. The manner in which the Turks put the extinguisher on it must _ | 
have been galling to Lord Salisbury. He has recorded, in strong at 
language, his opinion that Turkey has no body of men fitted to ad- © | 

| minister a constitutional government. He says they have no en- | | 
- lightened aristocracy, no governing class, no organized democracy ; the | 
absolute will of the Sultan and the laws of the Koran are the only rec- oe 
ognized authorities which bind society and state together.’ When Mid- 
~ hat Pasha conferred the power of self-government on such a population — | : 
and cited the provisions of a constitution as an answer to the demands | | 

~ of the conference, it sounded more like joke than earnest. It served its | 
purpose, however; it broke up the conference. Since England was | 

- -pledged in advance to do nothirg to enforce the demands of her repre- — ; 
_ sentative, it resolved the apparent unity of Europe on the Oriental | 
question into its original repulsion. | Be | | 
I confess Iam unable to see what England wants. She has twice had | | 

it in her power to put an end to these troubles. When the Andrassy | 
_ note was presented, had England said, “ My enormous interests in India | 

| - forbid me to quarrel with the principal Mussulman power ; I shall use . | 
| my great influence to induce the Turk to do justice to his Christian sub- sf 
jects, but I will be party to nothing derogatory to his sovereignty, and | 

| if it is attacked I am his ally”—had this been said, the Oriental ques- | 
tion would have been settled on that basis. On the other hand, had | | 
Lord Salisbury been allowed to say to the Turk, “If you refuse what | 

the conference demands, England will take part in forcing you to grant «| 
it,” in my jadgment the question would have been equally quieted. But | 

~. this great power, which is the one most interested in a peaceful solution, | 
and which is still, whatever its enemies may say, a powerful factor in | : 

-_. Huropean combinations, is torn by party struggles and has had no policy. oe 
_ Had the elder Pitt been alive England would have found a policy. | 

The future cannot be foreshadowed with confidence. My ownjudg-  —— f 
- ment has been, and still is, that there will be war between Russia and | 

Turkey in the course of the summer. But others, who are as well in- — | 
formed as Lam, think otherwise. The London Times, for instance,which —_ : 
jg supposed to have the best of information, reasons peaceoutoftheEm- > 
-peror’s speech at the opening of the Reichstag, while I can only read : 
war between the lines. Events are as uncertain as they were in America | | 
jn the winter of 1860-1861, but the signs which point to them are as | 

-inany and significant as. they were then. re es 
Turkey itself is in a critical condition. Our intelligence represents: | | 

anarchy as not far off, and as kept away by force. The masses of Turks | | 
are ready for war, and are convinced that they are more than amateh | a 
‘tor the Russians. Negotiations for peace are going on with Servia and | . 
Montenegro, but the Turks are quite willing to cross swords with Russia. S|
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| - I most sincerely trust that my fears will speedily prove to be entirely 
' * unfounded, and still more, that should war unfortunately break outin. —s| 
i, _ the East, it will not extend further into Europe, where there is so much | ! 
\ 7 material ready for it. _ ee eee | 
| TD have, &e, OO So ee ee 
Po | oe _ J. C. BANCROFT DAVIS. - | 

' | Mr. Davis to the Secretary of Stan. 

; No. 620.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, > | 
; . 7 CO Berlin, March 25, 1877. ‘(Received April 13.) . 
i Str: The eightieth birthday of the Emperor, which occurred on the.’ | 

ee 22d instant, appealed to both the poetic and patriotic instincts of the =| 
; nation, and ealled out a celebration which in pomp and splendor, aswell | 
j as unteigned sentiment, has been rarely surpassed. The remarkable | 

aa history of the man himself, who, in a long and eventful life, had touched +} 
a the extremes of good and bad fortune, and the splendor of his present =—s | 
' position were calculated to, kindle German imagination, while his sim- | 
i | ple, unostentatious habits, and his courteous and kindly waystouchthe =| 
' hearts of his subjects, and arouse an interest in his fortunes and his life. 
i | Seventy or eighty royal or princely persous came to Berlin from the | 
fo various parts of Germany to participate in this festival. All of the = || 

great powers of Europe, and most of the smaller ones, were represented | | 
oe either by special representatives or by autograph letters which the or- | 

. dinary representative was charged to deliver in person to the Emperor... _ | 
i - ‘Russia was represented by a prince of the blood; England byamember: = | 

i of the house of Saxe-Weimar, who is an officer in the English army; —f 
i France by an aid-de-camp of Marshal McMahon; the Kings of Italy — | 
i. and Belgium charged their representatives at this court with fetters. = | 
i 7 The King of Spain being on a voyage through his dominions, and sep- | 
L _ arated from the capital, sent a telegram which his minister delivered. | 
i The festivities may be said to have begun at the Austrian embassy, | 
i on the evening of the 21st. Early next morning the Emperor’s recep- | | 
i, tions began at the palace. The members of the Imperial family and } 

| the German princes first made their congratulations. Each member of | | 
i | the Emperor’s family gave a costly and beautiful present. The German | 
i princes and the free cities «f Germany unitedly presented to the Km- 
Po  -peror a gigantic historical ‘picture, by Werner, representing the assump- | 
i tion of the Imperial dignity in the grand hall at Versailles, in 1871.- 
i ‘The King of Saxony said, in offering the gift: - a | 

te _ The German princes and the free states, your Imperial Majesty, cannot permit the — 
Co ‘day on which you celebrate your éightieth birthday in undiminished strengthand undis-. 

: turbed freshness, to the joy of the united Fatherland, to pass by without expressing on - [ 
i | their side their pleasure and attachment by some outward manifestation. Thispicture = 
i amarks one of. the most important moments of German history; one of the most im- t 

portant also in the life of your Majesty, so rich in great events—the moment when | } 
| oo your Majesty, by the wish of the German princes and of the free cities, restored the [ 

i ‘German throne, which had.been lost at the time of the French dominion of violence, and E 
. - thus gave an outward consecration to that which German strength had already created — } 

| in common struggles and victories. If we may express a still further wish, it is that your [ 
i Majesty may yet reign many years in undisturbed peace and happiness over the Ger- : 
: iman Empire, founded upon the bloody battle-field. God be with us. — oe L 

| . After this came successively the reception of ambassadors, of the |
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heads of Prussian princely and ducal houses, of such ministers pleni- . 

--potentiary as were charged with létters:or:telegrams of congratulation, = a 

of officers in the army and navy, of members of the Reichstag, and of  —™& 

| various other persons and bodies. While this was going on at the pal- eee 

ace, business was suspended in the city; and the streets, gay with fags = ~~ § 

and decorations, were crowded with sight-seers. - Some apprehension = — & 

‘had been felt lest the suffering working-classes, many of whom.are  — 

without work, and some without food, would make a counter-demonstra- a 

tion which might lead toa riot. Measures had been taken to guard | 

against it; but none were necessary. ‘The day and evening passed off a 

without the sign of a desire to disturb the peace. | ea OT 

|. There were many official dinners in honor of the day. Theone at — § 

- which I assisted was the usual one given by the Prince of Bismarck to | 

the heads of embassies and missions, and it passed off muchinthesame =~ - 

| way as its predecessors. This is the one occasion in the year in which = 

we actually meet the Imperial minister for foreign affairs. | So eee 

. In the evening Berlin was ablaze with illuminations, and hundreds of — | 

- thousands were in the streets to see them. At nine o’clock there was 

a large party at the palace, at which tableaux vivants were represented _ vee 

| under the direction of Mr. Richter, the eminent artist, and selections =| | 

from operas were performed by members of the royal troupe. These — | | 

performances are said to have been excellent, but.it was quite im possi- | 

‘ble to see them from the places assigned to the diplomatic corps. The =  — & 

chiefs of missions were directed. to take seats some two hundred and a | 

fifty feet from the stage, behind rows of Prussian standing officers; and | 

the poor secretaries were put by the chamberlains in the rear of a row | 

of pillars, where a sight of the performances was hopeless. “In my day | 

in Washington, I remember to have heard members of the diplomatic oe 

corps grumble (generally without cause) at their alleged bad treatment 

| on public occasions. If the practice is*kept up, you will be pleased to | 

| know that diplomats in other places than Washington sometimes do not. | 

get all they think themselves entitled to, and that they have to make | 

the best of inconveniences which seem to belong to all public festivities. ae 

| - The performances were over about midnight, and, for a wonder, the. 

, personage in whose honor the féte was given was nove the worse forit, == os. 

‘notwithstanding his greatage. Soe 

— Thave,&e, cn MES on eas) whee at ne 8 | 

et | a - J.C. BANCROFT DAVIS, _. 

ee a Noe Se 

| | | Mr. Davis to Mr. Evarts, 

No. 655.) 3. ~=——~S”:~<“«~O:s«SWCL EG ATION OF THES UNITED STATES, «© 9° 

- - Berlin, April 30, 1877. (Received May 1%.) | 

- §rr: My immediate predecessor, in his No. 921, dated May 6, 1871, 7 

transmitted to the Department a copy of the coustitution which had | 

| been framed for Germany. This document was translated, and, was «| 

| printed in the “Foreign Relations” for 187 1. Since that time several — : 

amendments have been made to it, which fact seems to make it.advis-  —— & 

-. - able that a revised translation should be transmitted to the Department. > 

This nowdo. — | Ss CO es | | 

| ~The subjects on which the Imperial Parliament is authorized to.legis- =
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, late are enumerated in article 4, in sixteen divisions. 1 propose in this | 
j _ dispatch to briefly refer to the more important of the laws which have | 
| , been already enacted to carry the constitutional provisions into effect, = 
|  -—s- taking the subjects in their order in the instrument. | cee | 
7 _. 1. Under the powers conferred by the first clause many important _ | 
| —-__ laws have been enacted. Indeed, most of the laws regulating the rela- _ | 
' tions of individuals toward each other, and toward the state (so farag | 
i. _ they do not relate to criminal offenses or to judicial proceedings), and | 
i the laws for the regulation of trade and commerce and the employment. - | 
‘ of labor, may be said to be connected with the grants of power under | 
i. . this clause, although most of them flow more directly from the grants 
' under the thirteenth clause. For convenience, and in order to show 
_ the general harmony of this class of legislation, as well as its breadth, 
io I group together here some of the measures which should more properly 
i | be stated at a later stage among the remarks concerning clause 13. = 
i | A uniform age for majority has been prescribed throughout the em- __ 
i pire. The contract of marriage must.everywhere be made before a civil =| 
' magistrate, Kreedom of worship is guaranteed to all. The law of bills | 
po of exchange, of contracts, of bailments, of partnerships, general and 
/ _ _ Special, of joint-stock companies, of bankruptcy, and of interest, has 
i been unified and codified. A commercial code has been enacted, in 
i which the title of merchant has been defined, and rules have been | 
i : prescribed, in order to determine whom the law will and whom §it 
i will not regard as such. It also prescribes what commercial books 
i | are to be kept by a merchant, and defines the duties and powers | 
i of his various subordinates. The employment of labor is regulated 
' by comprehensive laws. They require certain occupations to be : 
it licensed, regulate peddling, and public markets, and trade guilds ; tell — | 
i; who is regarded as an assistant, who as an apprentice, who as a master. . | 
| ___. workman, and who as a master, and what are the rights and duties of‘ | 
i _ each; make provisions respecting factory laborers, provide for the ex-. | 
i; ‘amination of seamen on merchant ships, of physicians, of dentists, of. 
‘ veterinary surgeons, of apothecaries, and in fact seem to penetrate into | 

/ _ most of the relations of society ; even the newspapers do not enjoy im- . | 
i munity, but.are subject to a severe press law. pls ee | 
i ' While I have been writing this dispatch the Reichstag has discissed __ | 
iL and disposed of a variety of proposals for amending the ‘“ Gewerbe | 
: _ Ordnung,” the mere enumeration of which will show how wide is the - | 
|} .  . admitted jurisdiction of the imperial parliament over this class of. 

{ | questions. _ | | — | ; 
i I. The conservatives propose to require each operative to have a book | 
i in which is to be inscribed the names and places of his employers from | 
i time to time, and the period of each employment, and toamend thelaws ss 
j -relating to apprentices. | | : - | 
! | If. The Centram (ualtramontanes) propose to amend by inscribing pro- 
i visions for the protection of the religious life of laborers, for preserving — 
| quiet on Sundays, for the regulation of apprenticeships, for imposing - | 
i restrictions on the freedom of carrying on trade, for the prevention of | 
j _ the employment of children, for limiting the length of. a day’s work by 4 
i womeu, for the establishment of trade-courts of arbitration,’ for the | 

' further regulation of trades requiring licenses, and for the regulation of 
{ inns and bar-rooms  — SEE Ege 8 : | [ 
i _ UL, The National Liberals propose to amend the apprentice laws, with | 
i a view to provide for continuing the relation between master and appren- _ 
i : tice, and also to establish trade-courts of arbitration. CS | 
i _ _ IV. The Fortschritt. or Party of Progress propose to amend the ap- | |
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- prentice laws by providing for the moral training of apprentices, and = 
also to establish trade-courts of arbitration.. “rs : ee 

. V. The Social Democrats propose extensive amendments in order to a 
-_- prevent the manufacture in penitentiaries of articles for sale, to estab- | 

lish ten hours as. the legal day’s work for men, and eight hours for | 
- women and youth; to prevent the employment of children; to make he: 

night and Sunday work illegal; to amend the apprentice laws, and to | 
provide for the appointment of imperial factory inspectors, and for the ~ 
formation of trade-courts of arbitration. Be oi «| 

-_ These various proposals have been referred by the Reichstag toa | . 
committee of twenty-one members, to report at a fature session. It is — | 
certain that not all will be adopted ;. quite possible that none will be. — j 

- The fact, however, that they are suggested from such opposite quarters = < 

-. ghows how deeply the idea of unity and of the endowment of imperial — | 

power and functions upon the national legislature has sunk in the oe 
- popular heart. No rank of life, no condition of man, whether in relation — cee 

to his fellow-man or to the State, is free from the influence of such | 

legislation. _ Oo | 
he laws which provide fora careful inspection of emigration, and | 2 

which assume to regulate and control it, are mainly founded upon the : | 
-. powers contained in the same clause. It has already been observed | | 

that, as in the case of our own legislation, many laws may fairly claim Se : 
to be derived from more than one provision of the constitution. Thus — ~ 
the imperial laws relating to domicile and residence may, in one aspect, | | 
be regarded as the exercise of the powers derived from the first clause | 
of article 4, and in another aspect as the exercise of the powersderived | 
from the fourteenth clause. So, too, the stringent statute relating to : 
vaccination and other sanitary laws, the despotic power conferred upon oT 
the imperial chancery for the suppression of the rinderpest and the | : 

_ destruction of noxious insects, the laws already referred to respecting or 
- commerce and trade; respecting physicians, surgeons, veterinary sur- | 

- geons, dentists, and apothecaries, and other similar statutes, may be — | 
traced to more than one grant of authority in the constitution. _ 

. 2. Customs duties and imposts are collected under imperial laws. _ : 
Mr. Wheaton, in the first dispatch which he wrote from Berlin, dated 7 

, June 12, 1835, thus referred to the Zollverein then in force: a - 

The Prussian commercial confederacy includes a population of more than twenty | 
' inillions of industrious, active, and intelligent people, speaking the same language, but ve 

inhabiting countries various in their climates, soil, and productions, but nearly all | | } 
richly endowed with the bounties of Providence. It is impossible not to conclude - 
that the formation of this separate union in the bosom of the German Confederation | 
is designed to augment, and must contribute to augment, the political power and |  &§ 
influence of Prussia. Prussian custom-house regulations must ultimately be followed 7 | 

- by the introduction of the Prussian monetary system, Prussian post-offices and post- . 
roads, Prussian weights and measures. It is also difficult to believe that a power so | _— 
jealously alive as Austria to its general interests would suffer her ancient rival thus to Be, 
-aggrandize herself in Germany, and prepare the way for the absorption of its smaller | 
states into the Prussian monarchy on some future favorable occasion, if the Austrian Do 
cabinet had not received satisfactory assurances of being allowed to assert its suprem- - , 
acy in Italy. . | 7 a Pe : - 

- he political causes thus assigned for the course of Austria have_ | 
passed into history as completely as the causes of the crusades; but ‘the | 
Jaws and institutions which J am attempting to depict. are the legiti- = 

| mate results of influences which attracted the statesmanlike.eye of Mr. | 
Wheaton forty years ago, and remain vigorous as ever. | | a 

_ Although the customs taxes are imposed under federal laws,theyare =~ | 
collected by state officers, and ‘the collecting state accounts to the em- , 

pire for the tax. Practically Prussia is much the largest collector. |
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j | ' It will be seen hereafter that this administrative system runs through 
7 ~~ ailil, German institutions... In all the measures which tend. to. make Ber-. ! 
i lin the center of authority for Germany, the legislation is. centripetal, 2 
i - or, as a German would say, unifying, and the administration is centrif- 

is ugalorsectionakh = Be : 

a: - 3..A uniform system of weights and measures has been adopted | 
i _throagbout Germany, and an entirely new system of coinage, based | 
1 _. upon the old Prussian Vereins thaler and groschen system. Ten pfen-_ | 
ij -higs make a groschen, which, however, as a distinct name for a-coin, = 
i has disappeared, and the coin is known in the new coinage as ten pfen-— | 
i | nigs. Ten of these pieces make a mark, of about the value of a quarter 
i | of adollar, and ten marks make a crown. The limited paper circula- 
i _ tion which is permitted is issued by the bank of the empire, under — | 
/ imperial law. ‘The executive administration. of the mints, like that of 
: __ the customs, is done by state officials. — | : oe 
pos 4. An imperial’ bank has been created, which went into effect on the | 
i Ist’ of January, 1876. With it the Bank of Prussia disappeared. | 
; Nearly simultaneously with the law for the creation of this institution | 
i a general law (Bankgesetz):was passed for the regulation of banking, — 
; in execution of the fourth clause in article 4. Shoe aE 
i 5. No patent law bas yet been passed.* The subject isin the hands. | 
i | of a commission, which is expected to make an early report. . oe 
i 6. The protection of ‘copy-right.—Imperial laws have been enacted, | 
i not only for the protection. of literary works, but also for protecting . | 
; property in works of art and imagination, of photographs, of patterns, 
/  andofmodels. | ce | | 7 7 
Po 7. General navigation laws have been passed providing for. the regis- 
i - tration of vessels, and for the mode of proof of their nationality for the 

use of the flag, and with such other provisions as-are usual and neces- | 
| gary in that class of laws. Provision has also been made fora gen. | 

1 eral consular representation of the empire. The several states of the = | 
| empire still maintain the right of a consular and diplomatic representa- . | 
{ tion as between themselves. Thus, most of the German powers main- | | 
i - tain ministers here, and. several maintain consuls at the free ports. | 
| | Some of them also have reserved the right of a diplomatic representa- | 
i. tion abroad, which right is of little value, since diplomacy without an 
| army is a shadow without substance.. The right of consular represen- 

j tation abroad is in the empire; but, by a singular contradiction, the as- | 
i | sent of. the local government here is held to be essential for the recog- | 
| nition of a consul in Germany. oo | | 
; | 8. Communication by land and water.—An imperial railway bureau t 
| | has been organized, and there has been some legislation respecting | 
| traveling by rail and the protection. of passengers, and the modes of | 
}- |. remedy or compensation in case of injury or loss of life. Imperial mil- | 
| | itary railways are also in the process of construction between Berlin 1 
; - and the French frontier. But the great power conferred by the eighth. [ 
| clause to acquire the roads within the empire, and to work them for its | 
if - benefit, is still in abeyance. OS | eT 

f | 9. The several subjects referred to in clause nine would seemtobe- |! 
| Jong exclusively to imperial legislation, since, in the absence of a com- : 
1 | mon legislature, they would naturally form the subject of international : 
{. agreement. ,- gg Ee | | | | 
| | 10. The rates of postage and of telegrams are uniform throughout the | 
i empire, except that Bavaria and Wiirtemberg can each withinitsown = | 

1 - *Nore.—Since this dispatch was written, a general patent law fur the empire has : 
| been enacted. pe oS Se
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‘limits fix the rates of internal. postage. With the exception of these 

two states, the office is managed and: the-reventie:collected. by the post- fe 

- master-general. This office is an exception to the general rule of local ee 

state administration under imperial law. : , 

11 and 12. Laws have been enacted for the enforcement of. foreign | 

_ judgments. Some provisions have also been made by regulation for  &| 

‘the extradition of criminals. As between. the different states of Ger- oe 

| many, the matters referred to in clauses 11 and 12 are mainly regulated — «ff 

- by internal arrangements between the respective states. With foreign ee 7 

states tliey are, in most Cases, regulated by treaties. = oe 

13. The thirteenth is a sweeping clause—far more sweeping than the | 

similar provisions in the Consti tution of the United States. It authorizes 

the Reichstag to legislate for Germany respecting (1) the whole civil law, | , | 

(2) eriminal law, and (3) judicial proceedings. The first power embraces ST 

much that has already been referred to.in the first subdivision in this | 

dispatch ; the second authorizes the legislature to unify the classifica- 7 

tion of offenses and their. punishment throughout the empire; and the =F 

third conveys a like authority with respect to judicial. proceedings of ees 

every kind. =. | : ce te a be | 

‘With reference to the civil law, I have already referred to the finished | 

codifications of commercial law. Other codes are still in course of pre- ne 

. paration. - A commission has been charged with* the framing of a bill, es 

which, as to real estate, is intended at. no ‘distant day to assimilate Oo 

throughout Germany the laws concerning the tenure.and transmission = == ss 

_of that species of property. It is also contemplated to. enact general ene 

-. provisions respecting the acquisition and distribution of personal prop: —& 

erty, so that property-holders throughout the empire will come to look i &| 

upon the federal authority as the guardian of their possessions. Thus, % 

in these important matters, unity of law and of system is already estab- sO 

- lished in a large degree throughout Germany, and active measures are 

in progress for completing that unity. a So i  &| 

-. The power to establish a uniform system of criminal legislation for the os 

empire has been exercised. The ‘ Strafgesetz,” like several other laws, | q 

was in fact worked up by the legislature of the North German Union, = ——*& 

and their work was adopted by the empire. The original law has, _ | 

however, been much amended. My Nos. 258, 274, and 280 refer to an | ad 

extensive amendment which was made to the law about ayearago. =. ff 

- With this brief sketch of the legislation as to other powers conferred. | 

by paragraph 13, we come to consider the laws for the administration of — | 

justice. The present system of courts includes a system of commercial — — ) 

- courts (Handelsgericht), and there exists at Leipzig a. supreme court of _ & 

- this class (Oberhandelsgericht) for the empire. ‘These courts are to be Po, 

absorbed in the new courts when the new system comes in force, which oo 

— isnotto be laterthan October 1,1879, ‘The Reichsjustizgesetze” include | | 

| four statutes, which provide a uniform system of proceedings throughout |. J[ 

the empire. The * Strafprozessordnung” gives a uniform system of —.. 

proceedings for the punishment of crimes; the * Civilprozessordnung ” | 

a uniform system of proceedings in civil matters; and the **Konkursord- © | 

/ nung” a. uniform. system of bankruptey. The ‘“Gerichtsverfassungs- © «| 

- gesetz” strikes at the root of the conflicting systems of jurisprudenge, | 

and establishes throughout Germany a new system, based upon the S — 

‘Hanoverian. . oe . en ee | oo a 

+ The present mode of administering law throughout Germany is, with §| 

some exceptions which I shall notice, not very different in the different . | 

states. To explain its practical operations, 1 will endeavor to describe / | 
the Prussian system of administering justice which the new law dis. — 7 )
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_ places. It is, in most respects, unlike our own, and unlike the English | | 
j , _ System on which ours was originally framed. It also bears little resem- | 
‘ | _blance to the French reflex of Roman law, which has been the model of 
' many modifications in our original system. —_ 5 eet eet ty | 

_ When I speak of the Prussian system, I mean the one which prevails | 
i | in most of what is known as Prussia. The modern Prussiaislargelya 
] -, creation by conquest, and there are parts of the kingdom in which the _ : 
' legal systems of the parent monarchy have never taken root. Thelaws | 
j ‘and forms of Prussia proper obtain in the two Prussias, in Brandenburg, _ | 

Z _ In Pomerania, in Posen, in Silesia, in the most of Westphalia, in a part | 
i. of the Rhine country, and in the two Hohenzollerns. These are the laws 
: ' and forms to which I refer as Prussian. © Se | 8 | 

_ The courts in these provinces of Prussia are distinguished from our 
; | own courts, and from the courts of most other countries, in three ways: 

: : _ Ist. The bar is not an open bar, accessible to all who acquire the | 
; _ requisite learning and possess the proper moral qualities. On the con- _ | 
i trary, it is a small and closely restricted body, much less in number 
i than the court before which it practices, | Within the Prussian territory 
| where the system prevails, there are 3,158 judges and 1,106 lawyers. I 
i 2d. The bench is not: fed from the bar. This would seem to follow’; 
| | from the figures which I have given. » Each is a distinct career. | Young : 
i _ men enter the one or the other at the commencement of their business | 
; _ lives, and are seldom transferred from oiie to the other. Official trans- 

0 fers are practically made more often from the bench to the bar than the 
' : reverse. This is because both positions are under government control, 
oo, and the bar is much the more profitable of the two. As an offset to 

i this the judge has a good social position, but the lawyer has no recog- | 
i. nized social position among the ruling classes. | a 
| 3d. The judges are paid in two ways: first, by a small and quite in- . | 
j | adequate salary; and, second, by gratuities, which are given by the | 
i _. minister of justice of the day, in order to enable them to meet extra. | 
, 7 ordinary expenses which they may have been obliged to incur person-. | 
i ally, or in their families. The amount of the first is graded to the | ;  —-._secessities of the cheapest man. The second is intended to equalize the _ 

| _ condition of judges by enabling the man who incurs unusually heavy | 
i | expenses by reason of a large family, or other meritorious cause, to | 
; meet them and to enjoy the same freedom as his colleague who does not | 
T incur such expenses. ‘To the first sum the judge has a right in every | 
i contingency ; for the second, he is dependent upon the good-will of the 

= political minister of the day. - | 
| The course of preparation for the future judge and the future attor- 
1 - ney in these Prussian states is identical. To fit himself for either place | 
| the candidate must attend a course of. lectures as a student of law in ; 
i. the university, and in order to do that, he must first have graduated ata | 
| “gymnasium.” The gymnasium is a public school of the highest char- 
i acter maintained under general and obligatory provisions of law, and 
| | superior to many and equal to most American colleges. It takes the | 
i . pupil at an age when he is fitted to enter on the classics, and it provides =f 
| . for him a systematic course of instruction in classics, history, and the 
i oe natural sciences. Ifthe pupil passes the rigid examination at its close, ! 
i he may be fairly regarded as a Bachelor of Arts in the fittest sense of : 
i the term. . 7 eg — | | 
| The student of law attends the university lectures for three years. | 
| He then submits himself to an examination, in order to determine E 
i —”—shether he is qualified to act as an assistant to the courts, and if he 
i passes the examination he receives an appointment as referendarius.
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This entitles him to commence practice, but not yet as an attorney. He’ 4 

~ can only act as an assistant:to.the courts,.or.agsa.clerk in an attorney 8 vs | 

office. He spends four years in this capacity before he is entitled to { 

present himself for the second examination. This passed, he may be , 

called to the bar or the bench. He then inscribes his name on the list: | 

of candidates for the career which he may elect, whether as a judge or | 

as an attorney, and he awaits in patience an appointment to the desired | 

place by the minister of justice. He will probably have to wait years: ; 

. for it; but, meanwhile, if he is to be called to the bar he will actasan oe 

assistant in the offices of other attorneys, or of the public prosecutors; — a 

or, if he is to sit upon the bench, he will serve an apprenticeship as ‘an 

assistant in the courts. Until he is appointed to a vacancy atthe bar 

he cannot appear in court. When once appointed he takes the titleof = | 

~ Rechtsanwalt, and becomes both barrister and attorney. . ay | 

 -Tf he igs made a judge he is first appointed to’ the lowest court, called, - | 

in cities of 50,000 inhabitants, the Stadtgericht, and-elsewhere the Kreis: 

gericht. - Here he must serve at least: four years, when he will be quali, os 

fied to be promoted to the court of appeals, of: which there aretwenty- ~—‘& 

one in those portions of Prussia... The supreme court of Prussia is the | | 

highest judicial post. It consists of a president, five vice-presidents, ee 

and sixty-two judges, and has no original jurisdiction. To this post a ouhs, | 

judge can aspire when he has served four years either as a member of | 

a court of appeals, or as a director in a Stadt- or Kreisgericht. oe 

~The system which thus obtains in the most of Prussia also prevails, , | 

with more or less modifications, in Saxony, Bavaria, and Baden. Wiir- 

-temberg has an antique system of its own, unlike anything else in EBS 

- Germany. .In some parts of the Rhine provinces the forms which were Ae 

assumed at the time of their connection with France are still preserved. 

‘We are now in a position to appreciate the features of the system which . | 

the new code is to extend over Germany. | Wego e Palo. . 

And first, no provision is made respecting the qualifications and | 

| mode of appointment of attorneys. For the present this remains a mS 

subject of state legislation. The Reichstag could not agree upon a a 

system. The law-reformers, headed by Professor Gneist, wished to | : 

follow the example of England and America in an open bar;. but the. | 

- gombined influence of the several ministers of justice of the individual _ | 

states, who were averse to surrender valuable patronage, and of. some on 

| lawyers in the house, who did not wish to open their close body to com- | 

petition (although it would be very unjust to make this imputation oe E 

against them as a class), was too much for thereformers. The subject, | 

however, is not abandoned. The Reichsjustizamt. is preparing a Dill, 
which will probably be introduced at the next session of the Reichstag. - | 

It is understood to be based upon the principle of freedom of the bar,* _ , 
- with the exception of the Reichsgericht.. os poe TL ea a 

-. The bench, however, throughout Germany, is to be recast in the iron wae) 

mold of the imperial Justizgesetz. In each state there are to be here- mo : 

after Amtsgerichte, Landesgerichte, and Oberlandesgerichte, whose : 

grade ascends in the order thus stated, and whose functions and | 

powers, defined and regulated by imperial law, are to be uniform in all , 

_ the states. Each state in which there is more than one Oberlandes- 

|  gericht, with the exception of Saxony (that is, Prussia, Bavaria, Wiir- _ ) 

temberg,; and Baden), can have a supreme court. Saxony does not. ) 
have this privilege, because the seat of the imperial Reichsgericht is at he 
--Leipsig. I am told that Prussia also intends to do away with its ~~ : 

| ' * Nore.~-The bill introduced since the date of this dispatch does not contemplate a  &| 
free bar. vos pode ee |
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] | supreme court. An imperial supreme court (Reichsgericht) is estab- | 

; lished, which is to be superior to all these courts on all questions which : 

js are properly referable to it. It is also to act as a general appellate ! 

q - court for the states which have no supreme court; and for the great 
i; ‘ states which have. supreme courts it is an appellate court in causes in- : 

' -_-volving imperial rights or the construction of imperial laws, and. for | 
: - judgments in criminal proceedings. The judges of the state courts are 7 
; to be appointed by state authority; those of the Reichsgericht by the | 

| Emperor, on the nomination of the Bundesrath. In passing the bill it — | 
; was well considered where the power of this nomination should be | 
i: placed, and it was thought wisest to reserve a power so essentially | 

i —™s«sflederal to the body representing the several state sovereignties. os 

i : The avenue to the bench under the new law resembles that already | 

' - described. Few departures from it. are essential. The attendance in 

: - the university preliminary to the first examination is fixed at three. | | 

‘ years, of which a year and a. half may be spent at a non-German = | 

i ~— university. Before the second examination can be passed three more — 
i . years must have been spent in’ actual service in the courts or ‘In an_ 

i | attorney’s office. The original draught of the bill did not contain these 
fo. ‘provisions, but left each state free to determine for itself the standard =| 

: of qualification for its own judges. The change was proposed inthe — | 

Reichstag. It was resisted on the ground that the constitution does not - | 

|. empower the federal legislature to impose such conditions on the indi- 2 

: vidual states, but the opposition was unsuccessful. > | a 
i _ > When a candidate passes his first examination in one state he may | 

ft complete his course and pass his ‘second examination in another ‘State, | 

| | if be wishes, and when once qualified he may be appointed as a judge | 

' in any state without, reference to local law respecting qualifications. 
‘ee This overrides all conflicting provisions of Prussian law to whichLhave | 
i | alluded. ER SRE Se ee Eg ee 
i. All judges are to be appointed for life, and are to be removed only = | 
; | for cause. They cannot be transferred from one court to another against _ | 
‘ : their will. If their services are dispensed with, without removal, their | 

| : pay continues. The salary is fixed, with no contingent fees, but they = | 

i - are to receive gratuities, as Prussian judges do. The reformers at- | | 

‘ee tempted, but-without success, to prevent the giving gratuities. They | 
i also tried, with equal want of success, to prevent the bestowal of deco- | 

| rations on judges. The decoration being an ornament much prized by a | 

‘ee German, they reasoned ‘that it might be made a means of influence. ot 

| -- The life-tenure of office and other like provisions were resisted by the | 

i advocates of states-rights. The Saxon minister of justice said: | 
, _. The application and execution of imperial law, when the imperial constitution does | 

‘ not make an exceptional provision, belong to the several states and their officials. i: 

t - ‘The latter ‘are responsible only to their own governments, even when they execute | 

i: imperial laws. The relation between the sovereign state and its official is cut to the | 

i - root if the duration of their connection is to be regulated by imperial legislation. If 

| : “the state is to be no longer independent in regulating the personal service of. its own — | 
officers, if the state official in his relation to the state is to be severed from state law, , 

{ if the wishes, the expectations, and even the complaints ofan official who is dissatis- : 

i fied -are to be directed to a power and watched by a surveillance outside the state, the 
i | consequences of such a state of things cannot be foreseen. ‘The first step of the impe- : 

i rial legislature in this direction is a great infringement of the rights of the several | 

| | ‘states, which, in the opinion of the Saxon Government, they ought not to surrender. - | 

i - [am of the opinion that-if the relation between the state and its judicial officers is 

. severed, little more than the name and the: glory remain. - —_ 

To this Professor Gneist. (who was one of the commission by whom | 

i | ‘the bill was prepared) replied: | oO . 

; If our unity in the German Empire is not to permit us to say to-day, as we have. |
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- gaid for a thousand years past, that to a properly constituted court belong certain — § 
qualitications essential for the guarantee,of, its independence, then, gentlemen, let us : 

gpare ourselves these laws, for without this: guarantee all judiciary laws are worthless. : 

- The house concurred with Professor Gneist by a large majority. | 

It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to point out to a states. — 4 

- man of your experience the far-reaching influence of such legislation. 

T permit myself only to refer again to the fact that, while the legislation | 

ig centralizing, in so far as the courts are created and the functions of 

| ‘its officers are defined by imperial law, those officers are to be appointed —  § 

and paid by the executives of the individual states. es 4 

| 14, The imperial army and navy.—There are. many constitutional pro-  —— ff 

visions on this subject. Every German, of every rank of life, is liable : | 

to perform military duty. In time of peace the army is fixed at.1, per - 

- eentum of the population, as it was in 1867. The expense of the army is | | 

defrayed from the federal chest.. It is under the command of the Him- 

--peror, to whom an oath of allegiance is taken. fo So | | 

~~ The. laws ‘passed in accordance with the provisions of the constitution = 

have further provided thatevery German, onarrivingattheageofeighteen : 

years, is deemed to be under military authority, and cannot emigrate = —- J 

_ without permission. If he has not volunteered to do military duty be-. ae 

fore the Ist of January next following the completion of his twentieth eS 

‘year, he must then present himself fur active service, which lasts three 7 : 

years.’ Then he is three years in the reserves and five in the landwehr. © | 

‘His name then stands on the landsturm rolls until he is forty-three years | 

of age. , gti Se : ge | 
These provisions ‘are varied by conventions prior to the constitution. — 7 

~The result of the conventions and of the imperial laws was stated in my | 

No. 440, to which I beg to refer in case statements more detailed than a 

the following are desired. ~*~ eB : me oe | 

| The entire army of the empire is required to be organized on the J 

_- Prussian system, and to be maintained up to the Prussian standard... In ae 

- -order to assure this, the highest army officials have the right to test the | 

contingents from the non-Prussian states, and to correct deviations | 

from the Prussian standard. oo oT 

- The contingents from the two Mecklenburgs, Oldeuburg, Hamburg, = =f 

Lippe, Liibeck, Bremen, Schwarzburg Sonderhausen, Lippe-Schaum. 4 

burg, and Waldeck are incorporated in the Prussian contingent, the | a 

several sovereigns serving ordinarily as officers in the Prussian army, — 

and reserving to themselves only the right.of conferring, honorary dis- | 

 tinetions. The Thuringian duchies each raises its own contingent, which a 

is registered and numbered in-the Prussian army, but remains at home | 

when not actually required for service. When called into imperial | ee | 
~gervice it is officered by the King of Prussia, and is regarded. as part of | 

the Prussian army. ‘he grand duchies of Baden and Hesse each main- a 

| tains an army corps strictly subject to the provisions of the imperial con- 

stitution. Practically the Kiug of Prussia, as Emperor, moves Baden | 

_ officers into Prussia, and vice versa. This cannot be done with Saxony, | - 

| -which enjoys entire freedom in its military organization, subject onlyto  ._ ff 

the obligation to’ pay into the imperial treasury any surplus out of the on 

- proportion allowed for its contingent, Every-Saxon general is obliged OE 

to send a written oath to the Emperor that he will hold his command | oe, 
only in conformity with the Emperor’s orders. ‘The officersof the Wit. : 

| ~temberg contingent swear obedience to the Kmperor, but their Kingis 

| not obliged to account to the Emperor for any saving there may bein. | 

| maintaining his contingent.. Bavaria maintains her own army, regu- | 
| _ lates its rate of expenditure, and retains her own military laws, subject _ ot
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i | to the obligation to adopt the Prussian system. The military oath of 1 
tm _- obedience to the Emperor is taken in timeof war. coe 

,. ~ Under the system and regulation which existed during the war with | 
i France, 3.87 per centum of the Prussian group of states—3.13 of that ! 
i Of: Bavaria, 2.762 of that of Saxony and 2.356 of that of Wiirtemberg =~ 

| ' were called into active service. Since that time imperial legislation ~~ | 
, , has increased the amount of the available force and the facility for 
go mobilizing it, and has placed it under a central will in Berlin. | ns 
: _ It seems hardly necessary to say that the small but efficient navy isa | 
1 thing of imperial creation. It did not practically exist until the posses- | 
i | sion of Kiel gave a naval station to Prussia. Its expense is defrayed 
’ from the imperial budget, and itis under the Emperor, as Emperor, and 
; | not as King of Prussia. Prussia, indeed, attempted, in 1849,to havea 
i navy, and decreed upon paper, in 1852, that a naval station should be 

made at Wilhelmshafen, but little was.done on either the navy or the | 
i post until 1871. ne Rr FG 
i — 15. Surveillance of the medical and verterinary ‘professions ; and, — | 
i: 16. The press, associations, &c.—I have already had occasion to refer f 
i to the laws enacted under these grants of power, and it is unnecessary: : 
‘ to say more about them.. poe ay : | 
j | This dispatch would be incomplete without a reference to the execu- 7 
; tive and administrative machinery of the empire. -If this machineryis — | 
i _ crude, and to some extent undefined in its functions and purposes, and | 
i if the incumbents can scarcely yet be said to deserve the name of min- 
i isters, these facts can be fully accounted for by the anomalous position 
i of thelatter. The King of Prussia isat once King and Emperor. His 
’ Prussian ministers still hold their portfolios in Berlin, and some of them { 
; are at once Prussian and imperial officers. The Prussian minister is | 

ta still, as he has ever been, the personal servant of the sovereign, respon: | 
' _ gible only to him, and having no responsibility to_or for the other min- i 
| isters. It is quite natural that the imperial system should partake of = | 
i | the nature of the parent system upon which it is formed. But though = | 

| as yet no imperial ministry exists in the common acceptation of. that | 
‘ee term, there are executive officers charged with important trusts who ~ | 
‘aa may, in time, expand into a responsible constitutional ministry. There- | 
i are the imperial chancery, with its president and its two directors, and | 
i the imperial post and telegraph office, and the imperial office of justice, 
i and the sanitary office, and the office for the administration of the 
i invalid funds. In view of the varied legislation above: referred -to, it : 
| will be seen that these offices.(or departments, as we should call them) | 
i ~ are already charged with plenty of business. | 
Po ~The federal legislation of Germany during the past.ten years, firstin | 
i the Parliament of North Germany and afterward in the Parliament of 
i - * the empire, by the diligence with which it has been prosecuted, reminds 
i one of the early legislation of the United States. But here the resem- 
i blance ceases; for the subjects with which the German legislators have 
i dealt go far wider in extent and far deeper into the social structure than | 
i the subjects which occupied the attention of our early Congresses. 1 ) 
; think that even the very imperfect and summary review of their work 
| _which I have made justifies me in the conviction that the learned and | 

 far-seeing statesmen who are patiently building up the structure of Ger- [ 
p man unity are founding an empire which will be able to resist internal | 
: shocks and dissensions, whatever may be its fate when it has to face a | 
{ Inilitary attack from without,, © a | 

oo a I have, &c., — oo | So : f 
i : ne _ J. 0. BANCROFT DAVIS.



Fenn ene eine Oo 5 

BR ee Tnelosure.—Translation.] Pe Sg 2 ae &§ 

oo CONSTITUTION OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE. | oe en 

| We, William, by the grace of God German Emperor, King of Prussia, &c., do hereby ae 
ordain, in the name of the German Empire, with the consent of the Bundesrath (fed- of 

eral council) and the Reichstag (diet), as follows: — Be ON NESS - og 

«$1. Instead of the constitution of the Germanic Confederation, adopted by the North  E 
| “German Union and the Grand Duchies of Baden and Hesse (Bundesgesetzblatt for a 
"1870, p. 627. et seg.), and instead of the treaties concluded with the kingdoms of Bava- 

via and Wiirtemberg with regard to their adoption of that constitution, said treaties | t 

z bearing date November 23 and 25, 1870 (Bundesgesetzblatt of the year 1871, p. 9, et oo | 
oS seq., aud of the year 1870, p. 654, et seg.), the annexed constitution forthe German Em- | “he 

| § 2. The provisions of article 80 of,the constitution of the Germanic Confederation — 4 

_. mentioned in section 1* (Bundesgesetzblatt of the year 1870, p. 647); of part ITI, section oo i 
8, of the treaty with Bavaria of November 23, 1870,t (Bundesgesetzblatt of the year sO 

1871, p.. 21, seq.); and of article 2, No. 6, of the treaty with Wtirtemberg of November 25, o£ 

1870 t (Bundesgesetzblatt of the year 1870, p. 656), in relation to. the adoption of the as 

a laws of the North German Union in those states, remain in force. | IE ag ess a] 

‘The laws therein-referred. to are laws of the Empire. Where reference ismadein - >. 
_. them to the North German Union, its constitution, territory, members, or states, citi- = —s—<OSYd 

-_ genship, constitutional organs, citizens, officers, flag, &c., the German Empire and its’ _ ee ES 

respective’ belongings are to be understood. CO Bs 
"Phe case is the same with regard to such laws of the North German Union as shall JE OOM 

hereafter be adopted in any of the aforesaid states. _ a eG 

$3. The agreements in the protocol adopted at Versailles on the 15th of November, == = ss & 
_. .1870,§ (Bundesgesetzblatt. for 1870, p. 650); in the negotiations at. Berlin, November . El 

25, 1370,41 (Bundesgesetzblatt for 1870, p. 657); in the final protocol of November 25, ==. &§ 
: 1870,* * (Bundesgesetzblatt for 1871, p. 23, seq.); aswell as thoseunderIVofthetreaty = = = § 

with Bavaria, of November 25, 1870, | shall not be affected by the present law. | 

| In witness, &&.. °) ee ee . Me a eg CE ea 

~. Done, &e. ee a | re et fa eR oe 
ae 9 CONSTITUTION OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE. co | re 

| His Majesty the King of Prussia, in the name of the North German Union, His Maj- 
; est the King of Bavaria, His Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg, His Royal Highness, oe  &— 

the Grand Duke of Baden, and His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesseand by 
_. Rhine for those parts of the Grand Duchy of Hesse which are situated south of the ©. 

: ‘Main, conclude an eternal Bund (union) for the protection of the territory of the Union, ae | 

and of the laws of the same, as well as for the promotion of the welfare of theGerman 4 

- people. - mo oo a en oe 

| » This union shall bear the name of the German Empire, and shall have the following = = 

constitution; Dg EAR, | Eset . 
es a Se “J.—TERRITORY. . we 7 OSS hepa et | 

- AprriciE 1. The territory of the Union shall consist of the states of Prussia, with Lau- 
- enburg, Bavaria, Saxony, Wiirtemberg, Baden, Hesse, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Saxe- | 

‘Weimar, Mecklenburg-Strelitz, Oldenburg, Brunswick, Saxe-Meiningen, Saxe-Alten- | a | 
burg, Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, Anhalt, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, Schwarzburg-Sonders- ood 

_--. hausen, Waldeck, Reuss of the elder branch, Reuss of the younger branch, Schaum- & 

| burg-Lippe, Lippe, Liibeck, Bremen, and Hamburg. oo oe ot ey 

| ley ... .JI.—LEGIsuaTION OF THE EMPIRE. 20 aes 

- - ARTICLE 2. Within this territory the Empire shall have the right of legislation ac-. | 
| --- gording to the. provisions of this constitution, and the laws of the Empire shall take Oe 

precedence of those of each individual state. The laws of the Empire shall beren- 
dered binding by imperial proclamation, such proclamation to be published in a jour- YE 

_* yal devoted to the publication of the laws of the Empire (Reichsgesetzblatt). If no pe fe 
other period’shall be designated in the published law for it to take effect, it shall take oe, 

|. effect on the fourteenth day after the day of its publication in the law-journal at. oe 
Berlin. | ee CO elms oe EE car eG 

ce + *See appendix No. 1 to this inclosure, p. 203. | ee | 

eo + See appendix No. 2, p.205,0 00 ns oe 

co t See appendix No. 3, p.205. 0... | ee eed 

ee | ~~ § See appendix No. 4, p.205.0 0 oo ees ; 

es oe -.. ¥ See appendix No. 5,p.207.. 0 | as _ | 
Se *# See appendix No. 6, p. 208. - Be | | 

are oo tt See appendix No.7, p.210, 20 0s, a oo E 

JOFR | | a | | ET
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q | - ARTICLE 3. There is one citizenship for alk Germany, and the citizens or subjects of 
q each state of the federation shall bé treated in every other state thereof as natives, and = | 
‘ shall have the right of becoming permanent residents, of carrying on business, of filling a 
a public offices, of acquiring real estate and citizenship of. the several states,and may 
q oo acquire all civil rights on the same conditions as those born in the state, and shall also | 
1... have the same usage as regards civil prosecutions and the protection of the laws... - 
1. | . No German shall be limited, in the exercise of this privilege, by the authorities of . 
4 | his native state or by the authorities of any other state of the Union. ee 
, . The regulations governing the care of paupers and their admission into the various 
7 municipal or communal organizations are not affected by the principle enunciated in 
q Oo the first paragraph. — a : | oo ee 
q | In like manner those. treaties shall remain in force until further provided which 
7 have been concluded between the various states of the Union in relation to the recep- | 
7 +. ~~. +tien of persons who are to be banished, the. eare of sick; and the burial of deceased = 
4 citizens. — . a ¥ a , 

i; _.« With regard to the rendering of military service to the various states, the necessary 7 
i imperial laws will be passed hereafter. | = en 
d 7 All Germans shall have equal claims upon the protection of the Empire against for- 
' "eign countries. So , co : oe OC | 

oa ' ARTICLE 4. The following matters shall be under the sapervision of the Empire and / 
. its legislature : ae a a a a 

i | ' J. Provisions concerning freedom of trade, domicile and residence ; the right of cit-..~ 
a izenship; the issuing and examination of passports; surveillance of foreigners and ef = = 
a ' trades and occupations, including insurance, so far as these matters are not already. 

- provided for by article 3 of this constitution (in Bavaria, however, exclusive 6f do- 
| | mestic affairs and matters relating to the settlement of natives of one state inthe ter- | | 
i | _ ritory of another); and likewise matters relating to colonization and emigration to 
i foreign countries. TERS EO a : i | 
. 2. Legislation concerning customs-duties and commerce, and such imiposts as are to | 

be applied to the uses of the Empire. ee oe oo So | 
, 3. Regulation of weights, measures, and coinage, together with the emission of | 
| , -. funded and unfunded paper-money.  - a oo Se . | 
; a 4. Banking regulations in general. = - oe | 
1, _ § Patents forinventions. = 7 UN a 
i. Oc , 6. The protection of copyright. = a hs : 

7. The organization of a.general system of protection for German trade in foreign = 
, countries, for German navigation, and for the German flag on the lrigh seas; likewise | 
7 the organization of a general consular representation of the Empire. © = oS 
i 8. Railway matters. (subject in Bavaria to the provisions of article 46), and the con- 
i | struction of means of communication by land and water for the purposes of home de- | 
_ fense and of general commerce... ODA ist ee PES es ieee Sea 2 

4 " | 9. Rafting and navigation upon those waters which are common to several states, | 
i | and the condition of such waters, as likewise river and otber water dues; also navi- | 
i oo gation signals (light-houses, buoys, beacons, and other day-signals). ee 
Poo, 10. Postal and telegraphic. affairs; but.in Bavaria and Wtirtemberg these shall be 
| subject to the provisions of article 52. So of ee OE a | 
i oO 11. Regulations concerning the execution of judicial sentences in civil matters, and 
fo the fulfiliment of requisitions in general. oo oo oo pe 7 
i | 12. The authentication of public documents. ot —— 2 
: -- 13. General legislation regarding the entire divil law, criminal law, and judicial : 
SS proceedings. 4 oe oo . | 

a 14, The Imperial army and navy. | CO | | | 
ie _ 15. The surveillance of.the medical and veterinary professions. 7 po 

16. The press and associations. ; . a | 

1 ARTICLE 5. The legislative power of the Empire shall be exercised by the Bundesrath | 
| and the Reichstag. A majority of the votes of both houses shall be necessary and suf- | 
i. ficient for the passage of a law. | oo oO Ee 
i. When a 4aw is proposed in relation to the army or navy, or to the imposts specified | | 
i : in article 35, the vote of the presiding officer shall decide in case ofa difference of | 
‘ oo opinion in the federal council, if said vote shall bein favor of the retention of the ex- 
i - isting arrangements. oo Be Ge oe | 

i So YT —THe BUNDESRATH. =~. re : 2 

; - - Articie 6. The Bundesrath shall consist of the representatives of the states of the — | 
Po Union, among whom the votes shall be divided in such a manner that Prussia, includ- : 

:- ing the former votes of Hanover, the electorate of Hesse, Holstein, Nassau, and Frank- | 
i fort, shall have 17 votes; Bavaria, 6 votes; Saxony, 4 votes; Wiirtemberg, 4-votes; —s | 
i | Baden, 8 votes; Hesse, 3 votes; Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 2 votes; Saxe-Weimar, 1 
: | vote; Mecklenburg-Strelitz, 1 vote; Oldenburg, 1: vote; Brunswick, 2 votes; Saxe- ;
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- Meiningen, 1 vote; Saxe-Altenburg, 1 vote; Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, 1 vote; Anhalt,] = | 
vote; Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, 1 vote; Schwarzburg-Sondershausen, 1 vote; Wal- — ae 
deck, 1 vote; Reuss, elder branch, 1 vote; Reuss, younger branch, 1 vote; Schaum- _ | 

--barg-Lippe, 1 vote; Lippe, 1 vote; Liibeck, 1 vote; Bremen, 1 vote; Hamburg,1 vote; © | | 
total, 58 votes. Each member of the Union shall havea right te,appoint as many ~ | 
delegates to the Bundesrath as it has votes; the totalof the votes of each state shall, = = = & 
however, only. be cast as a unit. Oo Be Up SNe ea oe 

- ArTicLE 7. The Bundesrath shall take action upon— — oF OUR ERA DP ye OE | 
~~}. The measures to be proposed to the Reichstag and the resolutions passed by the _&— 

> game. oo , : ee aa eo | 
- 2. The general provisions and regulations necessary for the execution of the laws of — | 

_. the Empire, so far.as no other provision is made by said laws. ss oy | 
. 3. The defects which may be discovered in the execution of the laws ofthe Empire, = = £ 

.. or of the provisions and regulations heretofore mentioned. Each memberofthe Union = 
~ shall have the right to introduce motions, and it shall be the duty of the presiding = = 

- officer to submit them for deliberation. =. ne ee ee eee oe 
. « Legislative action shall take place by simple majority, with the exceptions of the == = = 

_ provisions in articles 5, 37, and 78... Votes not represented or instructed shall not: be | oe 
counted. In the case of a tie the vote of the presiding officer shall decide. = : § 

When legislative action is taken upon a subject which, according to the provisions =. | 
of this constitution, does not affect the whole Empire, the votes of only those states = 

| _ of the Union shall be counted which shall be interested in the matter in question. oe GE 

Oo - ARTICLE 8. The Bundesrath shall appoint from its;own members permanentcommit- = ==—«séd& 
tees— | pneu eng Se ETE - | oo : | 

1..On the army and the fortifications. — os oR , 
. 2. On navalatfairs. 6 : eee EL . &£— 

.. 3. On duties and taxes. : oe . vo ate! | oe 
: 4. On commerce and trade. =. re a re 

| ' §. On railroads, post-offices, and telegraphs. ee an cei gs 
_ 6. On the judiciary. — Cobh tet, en - ee E 4 a 

7, On accounts. . oe Be oo ce 
In each of these committees there shall be representatives of at least.four states of 

the Union, beside the presiding officer, and each state shall be entitled to onlyone vote = ho 

_. .. In the committee on the army and fortifications Bavaria shall.have a permanent seat; . - &§ 
-. the remaining members of it, as well as the members of the committee.on naval affairs, — fe 

| shall be appointed by the Emperor; the members of:the other committees shall be ©  — | 
| elected by the Bundesrath. . These committees. shall be newly formed at each sessionof — El 

| the Bundesrath, i. ¢., each year, when the retiring members shallagain be eligible. = 
- Besides, there shall be appointed in the Bundesrath a committee on foreign affairs, 

| over which Bavaria shall preside, to be composed of the plenipotentiaries of the king- a 
©. doms of Bavaria, Saxony, and Wtirtemberg, and of two plenipotentiaries of the other | 

states of the Empire, who shall be elected annually by the Bundesrath. Clerks shall | | | 
be placed at the disposal of the committees to perform the necessary work appertain-- = |. 

- \ing thereto. — , ogee PE hs hs MG tea 

ARTICLE 9. Each member of the Bundesrath shall have the right to appear in the - 
. Reichstag, and shall be heard there at any.time when,he shall so request, to represent as | 

the views of his government, even when the same shall not have been adopted by the ©” 
|... majority of the Bundesrath. No one shall be at the same time a.member of the = a 

Bundesrath and of the Reichstag. ss. Bs Re ne ere 

>. ARTICLE 10. The Emperor shall afford the customary diplomatic protection to the a 
- members of the Bundesrath. Se ON lg age Pe, 

Ce VTE PRESIDENT. ee eo ee 

_.. ARTICLE Il. The King of Prussia shall be the President of the Union and shall have. eg 
the title of German Emperor. The Emperor shall represent the Empire among nations, — | 

| declare war, and conclude peace in the name of the same, enter into alliances and.other TEs 
| -. conventions with foreign countries, accredit ambassadors and.receive them..Fora ~ &— 
: declaration of war in the name of the Empire the consént of the Bundesrath shall. be | 

_ required, except in case of an attack upon the territory of the confederation or its os 
—Goasts. OS : Ba Bee, Ba oad one 

. So far as treaties with foreign countries refer to matters which, according to article =,  f 
4, are to be regulated by the legislature of the Empire, the consent of the Bundesrath. | 
shall be required for their ratification, and the approval of the Reichstag shall be | 

_ mecessary torender them valid. 2 | | 

.. ARTICLE 12. The Emperor shall have the right to convene the Bundesrath and the == — 
‘Reichstag, and to open, adjourn, and close them. | oe CORSA ae ae : 

| ARTICLE 13. The convocation of the Bundesrath and the Reichstag shall take place —_- |
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|. annually, and the Bundesrath may be called together for the preparation of business a 
i. ° «without the Reichstag; the latter, however, shall not be convoked without the —__ 

i. ** * Artiot# 14. The convocation of the Bundesrath shall take place as soon as de- 
7. ~~. - mManded by one-third of the number of its votes. gE 

7 .  —__ ArticrE 15. The chancellor of the Empire, who shall be appointed by the Emperor» 
i - shall preside in the Bundesrath, and supervise the conduct of its business. 
i | _ , The chancellor of the Empire shall have the right to delegate in writing the power to — 
Po _ represent him to any member of the Bundesrath. a | 

i .  ArRTicte 16. The necessary bills shall be laid before the Reichstag in the name of | 
- the Emperor, in accordance with the resolutions of the Bundesrath, and they shall be | : 
i . presented to the Reichstag by members of the Bundesrath, or by special commission- 
7 _ ersappointed by said Bundesrath, a : 
i... Articie 17. To the Emperor shall belong the right to prepare and publish the laws __ 
aa _. of the Empire and the surveillance of their execution. _The laws and regulations of the. . | 

7. Empire shall be published in the name of the Emperor, and require for their validity , 
; the signature of the chancellor of the Empire, who thereby assumes the responsibility. ! 

| -—*s ARTICLE 18. The Emperor shall appoint the officers of the Empire, require them toi 
' take the oath of allegiance, and dismiss them when necessary. = | : 
4 - Officials appointed to an office of the Empire from one of the states of the Union shall | 
a. enjoy the same rights to-which they were entitled ‘in their native states by their offi- | 
t cial position, provided no other legislative provision shall have been made previously : 
i to their entrance into the service of the Empire. EMEA 2 a | 

oo ARTICLE 19. If states of the Union shall net fulfill their constitutional duties tothe | 
i Union, proceedings may be instituted against them by execution. This execution shall | 
i be ordered by the Bundesrath, and enforced by the Emperor. - / 

' oo sO a -W—_siPae REIcHsTag. - mee CO : | ; 

| | ARTICLE 20, The members of the Reichstag shall be elected by universal suffrage, | | 
: ‘- and by direct secret ballot. | LE caho  M  tahl 
3 _. .. Until the regulation by law reserved by section 5 of the election law of May 31, | 
to _ .  1869,* (Bundesgesetzblatt, 1869, page 145), 48 delegates’ shall be elected in Bavaria, _ 
i / 17 in Wiirtemberg, 14 in Baden, 6 in Hesse, south of the river Main, and the total = — | 

; ARTICLE 21, Officials shall not require a leave of absence in order to enter the Reichs- 
pr - tag. When a member.of the Reichstag accepts a salaried office of the Empire,ora = 

tL. | salaried office in one of the states of the Union, or accepts any office of the Empire,or = 
i - _ of a state, with which a higher rank-or salary is connected, he shallforfeit hisseatand = 
io. . vote in the Reichstag, but may. recover his place in the same by a new election. 

Po ARTICLE 22. The proceedings of the Reichstag shall be public. Truthful reports —_ : 
i , of the proceedings of the public sessions of the Reichstag shall subject those making | 
| . .. them to.no responsibility. . | wt A oe | 

Peo ' ARTICLE 23. The Reichstag shall have the right to propose laws within the jurisdic- 7 
i _ tion of the Empire, and to refer petitions addressed to it to the Bundesrath or the : 
Po ‘chancellor of the Empire. So mS we _ 

| a ARTICLE 24. Each legislative period of the Reichstag shall last three years. The ! 
i "Reichstag may be ‘dissolved by a resolution of the Bundesrath, with the consent of. : 
{ | the Emperor. . Ce So ER 

boo ARTICLE 25. In the case of a dissolution of the Reichstag, new elections shall take’ | 
] _.-_. -place within a period of sixty days, and the Reichstag shall reassemble within a period 
to of ninety days after dissolution. = =— a : BN 

to So “ARTICLE 26. Unless by consent of the Reichstag, an adjournment of that body shall 
:- - “not exceed the period of thirty days, and shall not be repeated during the same ses- | 
‘ae ‘sion without such consent. © ae 

|  ArticiH 27. The Reichstag shall examine into the legality of the election of its 
i - -members and decide thereon. It shall regulate the mode of transacting business and 
i -. «ts own discipline by establishing rules therefor, and elect its president, vice-presidents, © 

i. | and.secretaries. © pe Bm 
| - | ARTICLE 28. The Reichstag shall pass laws by absolute majority. Torender the pas- | 

,- _ gage of laws valid, the presence of the majority of the legal number of members shall 
‘ae — berequired. | Oe | 

Po * Bee appendix No. 8, p. 210, — oe



. _. ARTICLE 29. The members of the Reichstag shall be the representatives of the entire = = — 

_ people, and shall not be subject to orders.and instractiongn.« ae | 
_ ARTICLE 30. No member of the Reichstag shall at any time suffer legal or disciplin- . oe 

. -ary prosecution on account of his vote, or on account of utterances made while in the . : t 
: performauce of bis functions, or be held responsible outside of the Reichstag: for his oo 

ACTIONS, | oo GE 

_ - ARTICLE 31. Without the consent of the Reichstag, none of its members,shall be! © = - 
_. prosecuted or arrested during the session for any offens» committed except when: = © |. §& 

arrested in the act of committing the offense or in the course of the following day. > : 
The same rule shall apply in the case of arrests for debt. BO eG 
- At the request of the Reichstag all legal proceedings instituted against one of its: . 
members, and likewise imprisonment, shall be suspended during its session. 

. ARTICLE 32. The members of the Reichstag shall not be allowed to draw any salary. , 
or be compensated.as such, ey Gti oe bys gee oe J 

_ . ARTICLE 33. Germany shall form a Customs and Commercial Union (Zollverein), — a 
having a common frontier for the collection of duties, Such territories as cannot, by === ——-—s«&E 
reason of their situation, be suitably embraced within the. said frontier, shall be: = © |. & 

. excluded. It shall be lawful to introduce all articles of commerce of a state of the: © - 
‘ Union into any other state of the Union without paying any duty thereon, exceptso =.  ———éiOS 
_. far as such articles are subject. to taxation therein. - nT 

ARTICLE 34. The Hanseatic towns, Bremen and Hamburg, including: a. district | | 
from their own, as the surrounding territory requisite for such purpose, shall remain, ce! 

_ free posts outside of the common boundary of the Zollverein, until they shall request. , 
to.be admitted into the said Union. | Ce he noe, OE 

: “ARTICLE35. The Empire shall have the exclusive power to legislate concerning every-’ = =f 
thing relating to the customs, the taxation of salt and tobacco manufactured orraised: 

_ in the territory of the Union, concerning the taxation of manufactured brandy and. - 
beer, and of. sugar and sirup prepared from beets or other domestic productions. -If' 0 
shall have exclusive power to legislate concerning the mutual protection of taxes upon * a 
articles of consumption levied in the several states of the Empire; against defrauda-°. _ ee 

_ . tion, as well as concerning the measures which are required, in granting exemption ° | 
. from the payment of duties, for the security of the common customs frontier. In | oe 

-. Bavaria, Wiirtemberg, and Baden, the matter of imposing duties on domestic brandy, . 
and beer is reserved for the legislature of each country. The states of the Union shall, oe 4 

_. however, endeavor to bring about uniform legislation regardiug the taxation of these.  § 
articles. . _ oe ST 

ARTICLE 36. The collection and administration of duties and excises on articles of, | 
- consumption (article 35) is left to each-state of the Union within its own-teriitory, 80. | 

. far as this has been done by each state heretofore, (© 
‘The Emperor shall supervise the legality of the proceeding, by officialsof the Empire, = 

. ‘whom he shall designate as adjuncts to the customs or excise offices, and boardsof di- | 
rectors of the several states, after hearing the committee of the Bandesrath on customs - oe 

' and revenues. ee a yee rh Roe Pea ae ep le a Bed BS 
_ Notices given by these officials as to defects inthe execution of thelawsofthe Empire = 

| (article 35) shall be submitted to the Bundesrath for action. = 

_ ARTICLE 37. In taking action upon the rules and regulations for the execution of the = | 
. . Jaws of the Empire, (article 35,) the vote of the presiding officer shall decide whenever’ be , 

_ he shall pronounce for upholding the existing rule or regulation... oo 

| ARTICLE 38. The amounts accruing from customs and other revenues designated in’ * ~~ § 
article 35 of this constitution, so far as they are subject to legislation by the Reichstag, ee tees 
shall go to the treasury of the Empire, This amount ig made up of the total receipts. a 

_. from the customs and other revenues, after deducting therefrom—— a 
| _ 1, Tax compensations and reductionsin conformity with existing lawsorregulations.,, = = =| F 
, 2. Reimbursements for taxes duly imposed. = = I OIE IE 

 +3,-The costs for collection and administration, viz: - ce Oe 
- a. In the department of customs, the costs which are required forthe protectionand - = | 

collection of customs on the frontiers and in the frontier districts. = a 
_ «6b. In the department of the duty on salt, the costs which are used for the pay of the: | 

| _ officers charged with collecting and controlling these duties in the salt-mines.. 9° 9°.) 0 
—.. .. @ In the department of duties on beet-sugar and tobacco, the compensation whichis © El 

' to be allowed, according to the resolutions of the Bundesrath, to the several state gov-. o * 
ernments for the costs of the administration of these duties.) © 9 = 2 er, oe 

d. Fifteen percent, of the total receipts in the departments of the other-duties:; ~~ = = § §
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4 | The territories situated outside of the common customs frontier shall contribute to 
q - _ the expenses of the Empire by paying an aversum (a sum of acquittance), = - 

i - - . Bavaria, Wiirtemberg, and Baden shall not. share in the revenues from duties on _ | 
, liquors and beer, which go into the treasury of the Empire, nor in the corresponding. | 
j portion of the aforesaid aversum. | co - ere ae 2 

, ARTICLE 39. The quarterly statements to be regularly made by the revenue officer®: ! 
1  .of the several states at the end-of every quarter, and the final settlements (to be mad® a 
a at the end of the year, and after the closing of the account-books) of the receipts from 
. customs, which have become due in the course of the quarter, or during the fiscal year, 4 
| and the revenues of the treasury of the Empire, according to article 38, shall be ar-- 
q : ". ranged by the boards of directors of the several states, after.a previous examination in | 

general summaries, in which every duty is to.be shown separately. These summaries 
j shall be transmitted to the committee.on accounts of the Bundesrath. The latter pro- ! 
i visionally fixes, every three months, taking as'a basis these summaries, the amount due | 
1. to the treasury of the Empire from the treasury of each state, and it shall inform the | 
1 -  Bundesrath and the several states of this act ; furthermore, it shall submit to the Bundes- | | 
i rath, annually, the final statement of these amounts, with its remarks. The Bundes- | 

..  Yath shall act upon the fixing of these amounts... © © ©. | a 

4 | _ ARTICLE 40. The terms of the customs-union (Zollverein) treaty of July 8, 1867,* | 
/ _-. remain in force, so far as they have not been altered by the provisionsof this constitu 
i: _. tion, and as long as they are not altered in the manner designated in articles 7 and 78. | 

to. a : SS VII—RaILWaySss | , 

ee ARTICLE 41. Railways which are considered necessary for the defense of Germany | 
: or for purposes of general commerce may be built for the account of the Empire by a_ 2 

ee law of the Empire, even in opposition to the will of those members of the Union through | 
a whose territory the railroads run, without detracting from the rights of the sovereign | 
i ° of that country; or private persons may be charged with their construction and receive . 
i . ‘rights of expropriation. Every existing railway company is bound to permit new rail- 4 

road lines to be connected with it at the expense of these latter. All laws granting. - 
i , existing railway companies the right of injunction against the building of parallel or. | 
: competition lines are hereby abolished throughout the Empire, without detriment to: | 

rights already acquired. Such right of injuaction can henceforth not be granted in- 2 
--- eoncessions to be given hereafter, oy Susy Be ! 

Po ARTICLE 42: The governments of the several states bind themselves, in the interest. = 
i: of general commerce, to have the German railways managed asa uniform net-work, 
i and for this purpose to have the lines hereafter to be built constructed and equipped | 4 

- according to a uniform system. | mS EER? es SS BA TS - | 

fo ARTICLE 43. Accordingly, as soon as possible, uniform arrangements as to manage- | 
| Ment ghall be made, and especially shall uniform regulations be instituted for the — | 
i - police of the railroads. The Empire shall take ¢are that the administrative officers of — : 
i _ the railway lines keep the roads always in such a condition as is required for public’ | 
i ——-._~—s security, and that they be equipped with the necessary rolling-stock. | 

‘ | ARTICLE 44. Railway companies are bound to establish such passenger-trains of suit” : 
i able velocity as may be required for ordinary travel, and for the establishment of har™ - 
i monizing schedules of travel; also, to make provision for such freight-trains as may 
i . be necessary for commercial. purposes, and to establish offices for the direct forwarding | | 

of passenger- and freight-trains, to be transferred when necessary from one road to — 
i another at the customary remuneration, - | Se 

a ARTICLE 45, The Empire shall have control over the tariff of fares. Thesame shall. . | 
' : endeavor to cause— | | _ | ae ee , 
a ‘1. Uniform regulations to be speedily introduced on all German railway lines. —__ : | 

| 2. The tariff to be reduced and made uniform as far.as possible, and particularly to | 
cause a reduction of the tariff for the transport of coal, coke, wood, minerals, stone, | | 

i _ salt, crude iron, manure, and similar articles for long distances, as demanded by the | 
; interests of agriculture and industry, and to introduce a one-penny tariffassoonas - 
i. practicable. = | - aes ee 7 

i | ARTICLE 46. In case of distress, especially in case of an extraordinary rise in the price 
| of provisions, it shall be the duty of the railway companies to adopt temporarily a low . 4 
7 _-gpecial-tariff, to be fixed by the Emperor, on motion of the competent committee of the = | 
1 - _Bundesrath, for the forwarding of grain, flour, vegetables, and. potatoes. This tariff 
is ghall, however, not be less than the lowest rate for raw produce existing on the said 
‘ | line. Pi | po ene ee , Se 

| The foregoing provisions, and those of articles 42 to 45, shall not apply to Bavaria. 

i OO - * See Appendix No. 9, p. 212. I | |
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The imperial government: has, however, the power also with regard to Bavaria, to_ : 
establish, by way of legislation;uniform rules for the construction and equipment of . a 
such railways as may be of importance for the defense of the country. | . -E 

_ARTICLE 47, The managers of all railways shall be required to obey, without hesita~- = | 
tion, requisitions made by the authorities of the Empire for the use of theirroadsfor = ff 
the defense of Germany. Particularly shall the military and all material of war be — &§ 

- forwarded at uniform reduced rates. = a SS ee &§ 

op SR — VIIL—Matrs anp TELEGRAMS. | ede | : 

ArTIcLE 48. The mails and telegraphs shall be organized and managed as govern- — 
-- ment institutions throughout the German Empire. The legislation of the Empirein = so § 

regard to postal and telegraphic affairs provided for in article 4,does not extendto © — &§ 
those matters whose regulation is left to the managerial arrangement, according to = =... § 

. the principles which have controlled the North German administration of mails and ee 
telegraphs. gp co Ae i vee i. &§ 

ce ARTICLE 49, The receipts from mails and telegraphs are a joint affairthroughoutthe | 
- Empire. The‘expenses shall be paid from the general receipts. The surplus goes into | - 

the treasury of the Empire (Section XII). oo, c ne weg 

ARTICLE 50. The Emperor has the supreme supervision of the administration of mails : 
and telegraphs. The authorities appointed by him are in duty bound and authorized = = sé 

to see that uniformity be established and maintained in the organization of the admin- - 
| iptration and in ‘ihe transaction of business, as also in regard to the qualifications of | | 

~~ employés. DO Beats a etic ee pus &§ 

The Emperor shall have the power to make general administrative regulations, and | o | 
also exclusively to regulate the relations which are to exist between the post and tele- OE 
graph offices of Germany and those of other countries. eee oo cee - 

It shall bethe duty.of all officers of the post-office and telegraph department toobey 
imperial orders. This obligation shall be included in their oath of office. a 

| The appointment of superior officers (such as directors, counselors, and superintend- oe 
| ents), as they shall be required for the administration of the mails and telegraphs, in. . 

the various districts, also'the appointment of officers of the posts and telegraphs os : 
"(such as inspectors or comptrollers), acting for the aforesaid authorities in the several | 

districts in the capacity of supervisors, shall be made by the Emperor forthe whole 
| territory of the German Empire, and these officers shall take the oath of office to him. = — J 
~The governments of the several states shall be informed in due time, by means of im- . Eo 
- perial confirmation and official publication of the aforementioned appointments so far . 

as they may relate to their territories. Other officers required by the department of | 5 
| mails and telegraphs, as also all officers to be employed at the various stations,and = : 

for technical purposes, and hence officiating at the actual centers of communication, | | 
| &c., shall be appointed by the respective governments of the states. == . 7 | d&g 

- Where there is no independent administration of inland mails or telegraphs, the - 
terms of the various treaties are to be enforced. . ORES oe oe 

ARTICLE 51. In assigning thesurplus of the post-office department tothe treasury of = 
the Empire for general purposes (Article 49), the following proceeding is to be observed oe 
in consideration of the difference which has heretofore existed in the clear receipts of aoe ; 

- the post-office departments of the several territories, for the purpose of securing a ae 
7 suitable equalization during the period of transition below-named. ats ee 

_. Of the post-office surplus which accumulated in the several mail-districts during the = | 
_. five years from 1861 to 1865, an average yearly surplus shall be computed, and the _ Peer eee 

share which every separate mail-district has had in the surplusresulting therefrom for | 
the whole territory of the Empire shall be fixed upon by a percentage. 

-.. In accordance with the proportion thus made, the several statesshall be creditedon ==. ss 
| the account of their other contributions to the expenses of the Empire with their quota == 

| accruing from the postal surplus in the Empire for a period of eight. years subsequent pi 
to their entrance into the post-office department of the Empire. At the end of the said — a | 
eight years this distinction shall cease, and’any surplus in the post-office department 
shall go, without division, into the treasury of the Empire, according to the principle &- 

. enunciated in article 49. eye Sh : pe ; } 
: - Of the quota of the post-office department surplus resulting during the aforemen-- ; 

tioned period of eight years in favor of the Hanseatic towns, one-half shallevery year 
be placed at the disposal of the Emperor, for the purpose of providing for the estab- = sSS 
lishment of uniform postal arrangements in the Hanseatic towns. Si ET a a 

ARTICLE 52. The stipulations of the foregoing articles 48. to 51 do not apply to. a 
. Bavaria and Wiirtemberg. In their stead the following stipulation shall be valid for cds 

these two states of the Union: | OE a a | 
_.: The Empire alone is authorized to legislate upon the privileges of the post-office and == 
telegraph departments, on the legal position of both institutions toward the public,. ee
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1 : upon. the franking privilege and rates of postage, and upon the establishment of rates _ | 
‘ _ for telegraphic. correspondence, exclusive, however, of managerial arrangements, and . 
1 | the fixing of tariffs for internal communication. within Bavaria and Wiirtemberg.. ._.. 
1 oe Inthe same manner the Empire shall regulate postal and telegraphiccommunication  — 
7 '- with foreign countries, excepting the immediate communication of Bavaria and Wiir- 
7 temberg, with their neighboring states, not belonging to the Empire, in regard to which | ) 
;  .. ~. régulation, the stipulation in article 49 of the postal treaty of November 23, 1867,* re-- | 
4 -. mains in force. ~~ ee | ce mo DEERE 
, - Bavaria and Wiirtemberg shall not share in the postal and telegraphic receipts which - 
i ‘belong to the treasury of the Empire. | os | 

4 HO , . TX.—MARINE AND NAVIGATION. Ce | a 

7 ARTICLE 53. The navy of the Empire is a united one, under the supreme command of 7 
q . the Emperor. The Emperor is charged with its organization and formation, and he | ! 
i; shall appoint the officers and officials of the navy, and-in his name these and the sea- . _ | 
a men are to be sworn in. The harbor of Kiel and the harbor. of the Jade areimperial 
; -. Wwarharbors. The expenditures required for the establishment and maintenance of the 

Oo _ navy and the institutions connected therewith shall be defrayed from the treasury of: ! 
7. _ the Empire. oY Bw re coe 
- _ All sea-faring men of the Empire, including machinists and hands employed in ship-. - 
7; 7 building, are exempt from service in the army, but obliged to serve in the imperial =~ | 
i. \ navy. | nee | a | - nS 8, 
- The apportionment of men to supply the wants of the navy shall be made according | i” 
a. _ to the actual s a-faring population, and the quota’ furnished in accordance herewith a 
| ae by each state shall be credited to the army account. oo | rn 

7 2 _' ARTICLE 54.. The merchant-vessels of all the states of the Union shall form a united . | 
i commercial marine, Ss BS | 
i ° . .. | The Empire shall determine the. process for ascertaining the tonnage of sea-going ss 
qo vessels, shall regulate the issuing of tonnage-certificates and sea-letters, and shall fix — ! 
; _ the conditions to which a permit for commanding a sea-going vessel shail be subject. 
i _. _ The merchant-vessels of all the states of.the Union shall be admitted on an equal | 
a: footing to the harbors and to all natural and artificial water-courses of the several | 
| a states of the Union, and shall receive the same usage therein. : 
7 _: The duties which shall be collected from sea-going vessels or levied: upon their | 
i | freights, for the use of naval institutions in the harbors, shall not exceed the amount. _ | 
i: required for the maintenance and ordinary repair of these institutions. = © 

On all natural water-courses duties are only to. be levied for the use of special es- = ™ 
; _ .- tablishments which serve for facilitating commercial intercourse. These duties, as. — | 

/ + -wellas the duties for navigating such artificial channels which are property of the 
i | state, are.not to exceed the amount required for the maintenance and ordinary repair | 
1. of the institutions and. establishments. These rules apply to rafting, sofar as itis 
i carried on upon navigable water-courses. re 
i ~~. The levying of other or higher duties upon foreign vessels or their. freights than | 
i - - those which are paid by the vessels of the several states or their freights does not be- | 
| _. long to the various states but to the Empire. ~~ EE 

i. _ ARTICLE 55. The flag of the war and merchant navy shall be black, white, and red.. > | 

Poe a _ X.—ConsULAR AFFAIRS, Fs 

Po _ _ ARTICLE 56. The Emperor shall have the supervision: of all consular affairs of the © . | 
: German Empire, and he shall appoint consuls, after hearing the committee of the. | 
i - Bundesrath on commerce and traffic. a oo Co we. ) 
‘ae No new state consulates are to be established within the jurisdiction of the German | 
i consuls. German consuls shall perforin the functions of state consuls for the states'of — | 
i. the Union not represented in their district.’ All the now existing state consulates shall — | 
; be abolished, as soon as the organization of the German consulates shall be completed, 4 

fo .. in such a manner that the representation of the separate interests of all the states of — 
a the Union shall be recognized by the Bundesrath as secured by the German consulates. 2 

t - | oon XI.—MILITARY AFFAIRS OF THE EMPIRE. Dee 

i ee ARTICLE 57. Every German is subject to military duty, and in the discharge of this. | 
Po duty no substitute can be accepted. Pi Pe a | 

i _ ARTICLE 58. The costs and the. burden of all the military affairs of the Empire are to be » | 
i borne equally by all the several states and their subjects, and no privileges to, or oner- 
: ous distinctions between, the several states or-classes are admissible.. Where an equal | 
i. _ distribution of the burdens cannot be effected in natura without prejudice to the public’ | 

i | oo ooo tw * See Appendix No. 10, p. 233. _ eS
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- welfare, affairs shall be equalized by legislation in accordance with the principles of | _ i 

. . -ArticLe 59, Every German capable of bearing arms shall serve for seven years in o£ 

the standing army, ordinarily from the end of his twentieth to the beginning of his cee t 

_ twenty-eighth year; the first three years in-the army of the field, the last four years oe 

‘In the reserve; during the next five years he shall belong to the Landwehr. In those Es 

states of the Union in which, heretofore, a longer. term. of service than twelve years was a 

required by.law the gradual reduction of the required time of service shall take place. He ns 

-. in such a manner as is compatible with the interests and the war footing of the army. -  f 

of the Empire. : | oe Be mo eS OE es og 

As regards the emigration of men belonging to the reserve, only those provisiongs =. 

: shall be in force which apply to the emigration of members of the Landwehr. oe 

 ArtIcLE 60. The strength of the German army in time of peace shall be, until the. a, 
81st December, 1871, one per cent. of the population of 1867, and shall be furnished =  =-— *i& 

by the several states of the Union in preportion to their population. In future the. od 

strength of the army in time of peace shall be fixed by legislation. a oe 

ss ARTICLE 61. After the publication of this constitution the entire Prussian military _ 

-. legislation shall be introduced without delay throughceut the Empire, aswellthe =~ q 

- statutes themselves as the regulations, instructions, and ordinances issued for their. | 
execution, explanation, or completion; thus, in particular, the military penal code of 

. April 83,1845; the military penal code of procedure of April 3, 1845; the ordinance | eS 
-.. gonterning the courts of honor of July 20, 1843; the regulations with respect to re- og 

| cruiting, time of service, matters relating to the service and subsistence, to the quar- | 

tering of troops, claims for damages, mobilizing, &c., for times of peace and war. -— | 

Orders for the attendance of the military upon religious services are, however,excluded.. = = = ——«<&ST 

‘When a uniform organization of the German army shall have been established,a com- : : 

_- prehensive military law for the Empire shall be submitted to the Reichstag andthe  —-—__.—smW'K 

_ Bundesrath for. their action in accordance with the constitution. = : SSR, oa 

ARTICLE 62. For the purpose of defraying the expenses of the whole German army, |g 
and the institutions connected therewith, the sum of 225 thalers shall be placed at the ~ oo | 

 disposai of the Emperor until the 31st of December, 1871, for each man in the army on | 
the peace footing, according to article 60. (See section XII.) _ Oe mS oe 

. . After the 31st of December, 1871, the payment of these contributions of the several ee 

states to the imperial treasury must be continued. The strength of the army in time YE 

of peace, which has been temporarily fixed in article 60, shall be taken asa basis for =”  &£§ 

| calculating these amounts until it shall be altered by a law of the Empire. The ex- ae 

penditure of this sum for the whole army of the Empire and its establishments, shall.  § 

| be determined by a budget law. — ae Be Ee I Sa 
: In determining the budget of military expenditures, the lawfully-established organ-- sd & 

. ization of the imperial army, in accordance with this constitution, shall be takenasa = 
: asis. = a jews | oo a coe rere 

‘ARTICLE 63. The total land-force of the Empire shail form one army, which,in war sf 

--and-in peace, shall be under the command of the Emperor. The regiments, &c., Pa 

throughout the whole German army shall bear continuous numbers. The. principal | a ; 

colors and the cut of the garments of the royal Prussian army shall serveas a pattern’ 

| for the rest of the army. It is left to commanders of contingent forces to choose. the — | 
external badges, cockades, &c. | Oe a SO oo oe . 
Jt shall be the duty and the right of the Emperor to take care. that throughout the © | | 

|. German army all divisions be kept full and well equipped, and that unity be estab-. 
_ Jished and maintained in regard to organization and formation, equipment and com-. | 

_. mnand in the training of the men, as well as in the qualification of the officers. For |  # 
_ this purpose the Emperor shall be authorized to satisfy himself at any time of the con-_ | 

: dition of the several contingents, and to provide remedies for existing defects. | | 
| -The Emperor shall determine the strength, composition, and division of the contin- = — ee 

. gents of the imperial army, and also the organization of the Landwehr, andhe shall oe 

: have 'the right to designate garrisons within the territory of the Union, as also to call. __ |G 
apy portion of the army into active. service. _ : | nn ce! : 

-. In order to maintain the necessary unity in the care, arming, and equipment of all, | 
- troops of the German army, all orders hereafter to be issued for the Prussian army shall | 

- be communicated in due form to the commanders of the remaining contingents, for | 

-. their observance, by the committee on the army and fortifications, provided for in ft 
: article 8, No.1. = oo | ee rer ere PS 

ARTICLE 64, All German troops are bound implicitly to obey the orders of theEm-- sf 
- peror. This obligation shall be included in the military oath. The commander-in- _ | 

chief. of a contingent, as well as all officers commanding troops of more than onecon- ..' ff 
-- tingent, and all commanders of fortresses, shall be appointed by the Emperor. The _ | | 

: officers appointed by the Emperor shall take the military oath to him. The appoint- . &§
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' | ~ ment of generals, or of officers performing the duties of generals in a contingent force, | 
| shall be in each case subject to the approval of the Emperor. The Emperor has the: 
q right with regard to the transfer of officers, with. or without promotion, to positions 
: _ which are to be filled in the service of the Empire, be it in the Prussian army or in | 
; = other contingents, to select from the officers of all the contingents of the army of the. ; 
; - Empire. | oo Bt : oe - . 
i __ ARTICLE 65. The right to build fortresses within the territory of the Empire shall _ | 
a belong to the Emperor, who, according to section XII, shall ask for the appropriation of — | 
i the necessary means required for that purpose, if not already included in the regular - 
; a appropriation. ce, ae | | o ae 

j ARTICLE 66, If not-otherwise stipulated; the princes of the Empire and the senates. - 
4 _ shall appoint the officers of their respective contingents, subject to the restriction of 
i _ article 64. They are the chiefs of all the troops belonging to their respective terri- 2 
i: tories, and are entitled to the honors connected therewith. They shall have especially | 
q the right to hold inspections at any time, and receive, besides the regular reports and. | 
: announcements of changes for publication, timely information of all promotions and | 
7 appointments concerning their respective contingents. They shall alsohavethe right — | 
i to employ, for police purposes, not only their own troops but all other contingents of | 
i the army of the Empire which are stationed in their respective territories, = —= | 
i: 7 ARTICLE 67. The unexpended portion of the military appropriation shall, under no 
4 circumstances, fall to the share of a single government, but at alltimes tothe treasury: 
q 7 of the Empire. Oy ee en Se 

i _. . ARTICLE 68. The Emperor shall have the power, if the public security of the Empire ss 
4 demands it, to declare martial law in any part thereof; until the publication of alaw 
a regulating the grounds, the form of announcement, and the effects of: such a declaration, - 
i . _ the provisions of the Prussian law of June 4, 1851,* shall be substituted therefor. | 
. (Laws of 1851, page 451.) . | SO | 

: . | 8... Addition to section XL. ae | 

; | The provisions contained in this section shall go into effect in Bavaria as provided | 
i for in the treaty of alliance of November 23, 1870+ (Bundesgesetzblatt, 1871, page og 
i. 99, under III, section 5); in Wiirtemberg, as provided for in the military convention . | 
i of. November 21-25, 1870, }. (Bundesgesetzblatt, 1870, page 658). oo Da hee a 
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i ” Arriore 69. All receipts and expenditures of the Empire shall be estimated yearly, | | 
i ~~ and included in the budget of the Empire. The latter shall be fixed by law. before the a 

i beginning of the fiscal year, according to the following principles: | 
| © |. ARTICLE 70. In primo, the surplus of the previous year, as wellasthecustoms duties, 
i | _ the common excise duties,and the revenues derived from the. postal and telegraph 
i : service, shall be applied to the defrayal of all general expenditures. In so far as these _ 
i expenditures are not covered by the receipts, they shall be raised, as long as no taxes 
j _of the Empire shall have been established, by assessing the several states of the Em- . © | 
{> .. ° pire according to their population, the amount of the assessment to be fixed by the | 
i . chancellor of the Empire in accordance with the budget agreed upon. 2 
| a ARTICLE 71. The general expenditures shall be, as a rule, granted for one year; they a 
i _. may, however, in special cases be granted for a loager period. During the period of : | 
L _ _. transition fixed in article 60, the financial estimate, properly classified, of the expendi- | 
i - tures of the army shall be laid before the Bundesrath and the Reichstag solely for | | 
| _  theirinformation. — re , So | 
} _._. ARTICLE 72. An annual report of the expenditure of all the receipts of the Empire — oy 
' shall be rendered to the Bundesrath and the Reichstag, for the purpose of discharge, | 

aa through the chancellor of the Empire. = st | 7 S| 
= ARTICLE 73. In cases of extraordinary requirements, the Empire may contract aloan | 
i _ or assume a guarantee by means of legislative enactment. = = = : . - | 

| OO ns Addition to section XU. | ee : 

i ee Articles 69 and 71 apply to the expenditures for the Bavarian army only, according — 
{ _ to the provisions of the addition to section XI of the treaty of November 23,1870; and — | 
f .. article 72 only so far as is required to inform the Bundesrath and the Reichstag of the | 
| . assignment to Bavaria of. the required sum for the Bavarian army. | | Soot: ! 

ae Be — . ~ {See Appendix No. 12, p. 236. 7 Sod 
| | } See Appendix No. 13, p. 237. | - i
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oe --XIIL.—SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES AND MODES OF PUNISHMENT. ee — 

- ARTICLE 74. Every attempt against the existencé, the integrity, the security, or the = — 

constitution of the German Empire; finally, any offense committed against the oo i 

___ Bundesrath, the Reichstag, a member of the Bundesrath or. of the Reichstag, a mag- —&§ 

- istrate or public official of the Empire, while in the execution of his duty or with refer- CG 

ence to his official position, by word, writing, printing, signs, or caricatures, shall be ed 

| judicially. investigated, and, upon conviction, punished in the several states of the ==  § 

_... Empire according to the laws therein existing, or’ which shall hereafter exist in the. - - 

- game, according to which laws a similar offense against any one of the states of the | 

- Empire, its constitution, legislature, members of its legislature, authorities or officials . ed 

| is to be judged. BOR a oe SS - a ee ee ois tas a 

- Articte 75. For those offenses, specified in article 74, against the German Empire, | 

_ which, if committed against one of the states thereof, would be deemed high = = & 

treason, the superior court of appeals of the three free Hanseatic towns at Liibeck — og 

| shall be the competent deciding tribunal in the first and last resort. More definite => Ce 

provisions as to the competency and the proceedings of the superior court of appeals 

shall be adopted by the legislature of the Empire. — Until the passage of.an imperial — eee 

law the existing competency of the courts in the respective states of the Empire, — wt 

and the provisions relative to the proceedings of those courts, shall remain in force. —£§ 

ARTICLE 76. Disputes between the different states of the Union, so far as they are oo 

‘not of a private nature, and, therefore, to be decided by the competent courts, shallbe ss (as—(sé~*@SX 

-_ gettled by the Bundesrath at the request of one of the parties. Disputes relating to © *) 

| constitutional matters in those of the states of the Union whose constitution contains = is , 

_ no provision for the settlement of such differences shall be adjusted by the Bundes- | 

rath at the request of one of the parties, or, if this cannot be done, they shall be settled — ee 

: by the legislative power of the Empire. — : a | (PURER ag Par he Seng | 

= ARTICLE 77. If in one of the states of the Union justice shall be denied, and no 

sufficient relief can be procured by legal measures, it shall be the daty of the Bundes-—s=s—s—sé‘ssé*@&S 

rath to receive substantiated complaints concerning denial or restriction of justice, = = — & 

- which are to be judged according to the constitution and the existing lawsof the = 

- respective states of the Union, and thereupon to obtain judicial relief from the govern- oe 

ment of the Union in the matter which shall have given rise to the complaint. Bee a aie 

oo | :  “XIV.~GENERAL PROVISIONS, 0 | 

-- - Amendments to the constitution shall be made by legislative enactment. They shall. | Soe! 

: be considered as rejected when fourteen votes are cast against them in the Bundesrath. > | 

The provisions of the constitution of the Empire by which fixed rights of individual = = =———s—s 

states of the Union are established in their relation to the whole, shall only be altered | 

with the consent of that state which is immediately concerned. | a a | 

Oo Cho _.. APPENDIX No.1... as Se os 

| - Article 80 of the constitution of the German Union, as adopted by the North German Union’ ~~ , 

and the Grand Duchies.of Baden and of Hesse and by Kihine. meer oe 

es eee Os XV.—TZransitional provision. = Mees a : 

. ARTICLE 80. The laws enacted in the North German Union, which are hereafter noted, | 

- are hereby declared to be laws of the German Union, and as such are to be carried into. 
effect. from the specified dates throughout the whole territory of the Union, withthe un-. 

-. derstanding that wherever in these laws of the North German Union the constitution, =f 
territory, members, or states, rights of native or naturalized citizens, constitutional oo el 

| organs, dependents, officers, flag, &c., are mentioned, the German Union and its corre~ mo 

- sponding functions are to be understood,—as follows : ee | | oe 

_.. _I.—From the day when the present constitution goes into effect: - Ce | 

1, The law concerning passports, of the 12th October, 1867. re a SE 

9, The. law concerning the nationality of merchant-vessels and their right tocarry == = § 

. the flag of the Union, of the 25th October, 1867. ne cere OS Es Ay 
. ... 8, The law concerning liberty to emigrate without being taxed for so doing, of the | ol 

1st November, 1867. ea ee a, : pee 

4, The law concerning the organization of the consulates of the Union as well as : | 

the rights and duties of. the consuls of the Union, of the 8th November, 1867. Bo - 
5, The law concerning the obligation to military duty, of the 9th November, 1867. |
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4 ao 6. The law concerning stipulated rates-of interest, of the 14th November, 1867. a , 7 The law concerning the abolishment of police limitations to the contraction of | , marriage, of the 4th May, 1868. ° eo an LE atest A i ise The law concerning the abolishment of imprisonment for debt, of the 29th May,. 

a | _ 9. The law concerning the granting of. pensions and aid for life to officers and higher. 
ee military officials of the former army of Schleswig-Holstein, as well as to their widows. 

3 _.-. and orphans, of the 14th June, 1868... | oo re go - 10. The law concerning the position of the trades-unions and guilds under private. 
a — Jaw, of the 4th July, 1868... a a - a _- 11..-Thelaw concerning weights and measures for the North German Union, of the17th | | ¢ |... August, 1868. ~~ a : ce rn po ; : 12. The law concerning measures against. the cattle-plague, of the 7th April, 1869. as 
; - 1e60: The election law for the Reichstag of the North German Union, of the 31st May, 

7 | _14. The law concerning the bonds to be given by officials of ‘the Union, of the 2d i June, 1869. - ee ee ee Os : ll 15. The law concerning the introduction of the general ordinance of the Niiremberg =| i ~~ Supplement respecting promissory-notes, and of the general German trade laws, as' ; _ laws of the Union, of the 5th June, 1869. — Poe ge - | i. _ _ 16. The law concerning revenue-stamps on notes and drafts in the North German* | 4 ~~. Union, of the 10th June, 1869. A — | i _ 7. The law concerning the establishment of a supreme court for matters of trade, 
7 . of the 12th June, 1869. © ts PT se ee Sete . - a 
Po iene The. law concerning attachment of ,wages for work or service, of the 21st June,. 4 

i. . 5, 19. tacos concerning the granting of legal assistance (aid of counsel), of the 2ist — | ] - ~ June, 1869. | | a OO See eee Se | , 20. The law concerning the equality of the religious beliefs, in the relations of citi- | i. _. . Zens to thé town and to the state, of the 3d July, BBO, , oo ._ 21. The law concerning the granting of pensions and aid for life to military men of. | i lower rank of the former army of Schleswig-Holstein, as well as to their widows and. | i _- . orphans, of the 3d March, 1870. / CE Ba EE Seen a a 22. The law concerning the abolishment of double taxes, of the 13th-May, 1870.00 
i . 23. The law concerning dues on rafting, of the 1st June, 1870. er ere Bo 24. The law concerning the attainment and loss of citizenship of the Union and of... , the state, of the lst June, 1870. | Cie ee i. _ 29. The. law concerning the copyright of literary work, pictures, musical composi- _ 2 i __; tions, and dramatical productions, of the 11th June, 1870.0 | | — 26. The law concerning limited stock companies and ordinary stock companies, . | 

of the 11th June,1870.. 0° Oe 
a _ 27. The law concerning the issue of paper money, of the 16th June, 1870, 2 | 
i |. 28. The law concerning the right of consuls of the Union to sclemnize marriages, 
¢ _ . &e., of the 4th May,1870.. tt | Cb ot oo : 
‘ IJ.—On and after the 1st January, 1872, without relation to theirformer operation | Po in the territory of the North German Union: — | a | 
i 1. The law concerning the issue of bank-notes, of the 27th March, 1870, except in | 
i. Hesse, south of the Main. 5s isi sit CO | a So 
ia " 2. The law concerning the introduction of the penal code for the North German: a] : Union, of the 31st May, 1870. nn 7 Te 4 i: a 3. The penal code of the North German Union, of the 31st May, 1870; and, © . : 
i - _4. The laws concerning the postal ordinances of the North German Union , of the 2d | 
. “of November, 1867; concerning the postal taxes in the territory of the North German | 
: a _ Union, of the 4th November, 1867 ; concerning the introduction of telegraph-stamps, of. 4 
a _ the 16th May, 1869 ; and concerning the franking privileges in the territory of the N orth | 4 

. German Union, of the 5th June, 1869. ae Be - 3 
i. _ In Hesse, south of the Main, shall be introduced, as laws of the Union, from the day i 
i _ When this constitution goes into effect: BO oe ae oe 

| The law concerning the closing and limiting of public gambling establishments, of. : i the Ist July, 1868; a eee : i _ The law concerning the introduction of telegraph-stamps, of the 16th May, 1869; | 
ee The trade regulations of the North German Union, of the 21st June, 1869; . 

po _ The law concerning the introduction of the penal code for the North German Union, ! 
i. | of the 31st May, 1870; and, ee ee : _ 
Po The penal code of the North German Union, of the dist May, 1870. oe | 
fo From the 1st July, 1871, the law concerning the determination of the domicile. | 
i where aid may be obtained (by paupers), of the 6th June, 1870. oe 
i | The law concerning the stamp-tax tax on drafts and promissory-notes of the 10th
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June, 1869, shall be introduced jn-the Hohenzollern country from the day of the adop- a [ 

- tion of this constitution. . a eh 8 7 7 ene ey ages Sey oS a - C2 | 

 * Jt belongs to the legislation of the Union to declare what remaining laws enacted Cee 
_ by the North German Union shall be laws of the German Union, in so far as these laws _ | 

-' relate to functions which constitutionally belong to the legislation of the German - — &§ 
.,. Union. oe ee SU Ne BS Oo | 

os 7 oo - Part III, §8 of the treaty with Bavaria, concluded at Versailles Nov. 23, 1870, oe : ee | 

. - § 8.—The transitional provision of the article now numbered 79 of the constitution, | : Se 
which appears under Chap. II, § 26, of this treaty, is applicable to Bavaria only as © = § 

| regards the electoral law of May 31, 1869, for the Reichstag.of the North German Union. = ————sé& 
_ This is on account of the time that has elapsed, and the necessity of many changes of ol 

other laws and regulations connected with the subject of the legislation of the Union... _ oe | 
| As to the rest, the declaration that the laws enacted: in the North. German Union have © _ &§ 

become laws of the Union for the Kingdom of Bavaria, so far-as these laws refer to | 
matters which, according to the constitution, are subject to the legislation of the Ger- we 

_. man Union, is reserved for the legislature of that Union. © |. - rs we | 

ay ae APPENDIX No.3, 0 02 

Art 2, par. 6 of the treaty with Wiirtemberg of Nov.25,1870. = ti(‘is~s*@ 

(6) To article 80 of the constitution, == Ue pee eg ES 
| ». The introduction of the folowing-named laws of the North German Union shall | 

take place for Wiirtemberg, instead of those fixed in article 80, from the following = | 
/ dates: 00 . _ or | . : 
. + J. From July 1, 1871: (1).The law of November 14, 1867, concerning interest fixed by = © 

| agreement, (2) The law of June 12, 1869, concerning the creation of a supreme court =~ #- 
of commerce and trade. oe a - : Ee 

| . Tf. From January 1, 1872: (1) The law of June 21, 1869, concerning the attachment  § 
| of wages due for labor or service. (2) The law of June 16, 1870, concerning the — | 

issue of paper. money. . | oo - | 

| The introduction of. the law of April 7, 1869, concerning measures to be adopted | | 
against the cattle-plague as a law of the Union, is reserved for the legislation of the. — | 

| Union as regards Wiirtemberg. The same is in force with the limitation implied by = .— & 
‘the above provision under No. 4, which limitation has reference to the postal and tele- a 
_ graph laws mentioned in article 80, under II,No.4. 00 Ee ES INS og | 

The law of J uly 1, 1868, concerning the closing and limitation of the public gambling = of 
establishments, shall be introduced as a law of the Union in Wiirtemberg on theday = ~—— ‘ff 

- when the constitution of the Union goes into force, =. . | ee | | 

Protocol concerning the agreement between the North German Union, Baden, and Hesse, in : : 
. respect to the establishment of a German Union, and the adoption of the constitution of the = 

a Union. Done at Versailles, November 15, 1870. re oe - eh ee | 

After His Majesty the King of Prussia, in the name of the North German Union, His - 4 
_.. Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Baden, and His Royal Highness the Grand Duke -  ——i& 
of Hesse and by Rhine had agreed to enter into negotiations concerning the establish- © - —s J 
‘ment of a German Union, and had fully empowered for this purpose the following: = , 
"His Majesty the King of Prussia, in the name of the North German Union: thechan- = =.= ——s & 

- -eellor of the North German Union, president of the cabinet and minister of foreign = sf 
affairs, Count Otto von Bismarck-Schénhausen; the royal Sakon minister of state for oo | 

the finances and of foreign affairs, Richard, Baron von Friesen; and the president. of Ug 
_ ~the chancery of the Union, the minister of state, Martin Frederick Rudolph Delbriick, oo 

oe His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Baden: the president of the cabinet and |
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_ | minister of state for the interior, Dr. Julius Jolly ; and the president of the ministry | 
7 _of the grand ducal house and of foreign affairs, Rudolf von Freydorf;) | 
i; _. His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse and by Rhine: the president of the 
{ _ cabinet and minister of the grand ducal house as well as of foreign affairs and of the == 
i interior, actual privy counselor, Baron Reinhard von Dalwigk zu Lichtenfels; andthe =| 
7 : envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, privy counsellor of legation, Kar] 
3 Hoffman, — . | pee | oe 

- _. These plenipotentiaries met in Versailles, and after their respective powers had been : 
: _ read and recognized, agreed on the subjoined constitution of the German Union. They | 
qa further agree that this constitution, together with restrictions hereinafter to be men-— | 
7 tioned, shall go into force on the fst January, 1871, and give mutual assurance that they 
3 , shall immediately be laid before the legislative bodies of the North German Union, of 
7 Baden, and of Hesse, for their acceptance, and afterward shall be ratified during the 
' course of the month of December. The exchange of ratifications shall take placein = 
7 erlin. ce : | Oe TD Ss : | 
a , - In consideration of the great. difficulties interposed by the advanced period of the | 
; " . -year and the duration of the war, together with the fact that in several states the ex-. - | 
; _ _ penditure for the military of the German Union for the year 1871 has already been fixed, | 
a _ it is agreed that the community of expenditure for the army shall begin with the lst |. | 
7. January, 1872. Up to that time, therefore, the amount of the common taxes mentioned _ ! 
. in article 35 shall not be paid over to the treasury of the Union, but to the treasuries of 2 
, _ Baden and Hesse, to the latter. with respect to the share due to South Hesse; and the | 
d shares of these states due to the treasury of the Union shall be collected by “matricu- | 
3 | lation-dues,” (Matrikularbeitrige) the fixing of which shall be the duty of the Imperial 
ia Reichstag which is to meet next year. — - CL : 

7 The regulations of articles 49-52 of the constitution of the Union shall go into effect og 
for Baden on the Ist January, 1872, so that time may be granted for the regulation and | 

q transfer by the state commission: of the posts and telegraphs to the Union commission. | 
ae _ For the rest also the following declarations, made in the course of the discussion, were : 
, set down in the present protecol: — . | ; o | | 

i -. It was agreed— | | | a Do 

i ~~ 1. With reference to article 18 of the constitution, that in the rights belonging to an : 
ma official in the sense of the second section of this article, those rights are not included oo 

Poo which belong to his surviving family as regards pensions or assistance. | DO ! 

| ee 2. With reference to articles 35 and 38 of the constitution, that the transitory duties : 
‘ to be raised in the future, in accordance with the Zolverein treaties, on brandy and beer, - , 
i are to be viewed in the same light as those imposed on the manufacture of these bever- | 

i . 3. With reference to article 38 of the constitution, that while the present. taxation , 
i of beer continues in Hesse, only that portion of the: Hesse beer-tax which corresponds —_ - | 
a; ~ to the amount of the North German brewing malt-tax. shall flow into the treasury of 8 

1 . . 4. With reference to Section VIII of the constitution, that the treaties by which the | 
t relations of postal and telegraphic affairs in Hesse toward the North German Union are | | 
Po governed are not changed by the.constitution of the Union. In particular matters re- 
i --—- main unchanged as regards payments for damage to public roads, as wellasfordamage | 
i _ to bridges and thoroughfares and other means of communication ; further, with regard | a 
i SS to compensation for the use of state and private railroads, and with regard to theright __ | 
i _ of free transmission of matter in South Hesse, as at present established, until the end ! 
i of the year 1875. From January 1, 1876, the payments of tolls on turnpike-roads. 7 
i cease. What the status is to be as regards compensation for conveying the mails on rail-: | 
i roads, as well as with regard to the South Hesse privileges of free transmission subse- | 
i quent to January, 1, 1876, is to be the subject of later agreement. The indemnifica- 
i tion for tolls on roads, bridges, and other ways of communication will also be paid to | , 
4 oo the grand ducal Hesse government after January 1, 1876; the latter undertakes, how- | | 
i ever, in future, to compensate those to whom compensation is due in the same man- 
i ner as heretofore. _ oO foie tees Oe a ei | 

i _ 5, With reference to article 52 of the constitution, the Baden representative remarked | 
_ that the financial result of the management of the posts and telegraphs of the Union, —- | 

i —-——s as it. had heretofore turned out and as estimated by the Union budget for 1871, gaveno st 
i assurance, notwithstanding the provision of article 52, that the portion of the revenues 4 

ee _ accruing to Baden from .these sources would even approximately reach the revenue : 
i) _. which it at present derives from its own managenient, amounting to the average sum 4 
j of 130,000 reichsthalers. They therefore considered it, proper that Baden should be pro- _ 
i _: tected bya particular agreement from a deficit that would so sensibly affect its revenues. | 
1 Although on the part of others. this anxiety of the Biden Government could not 
i : be pronounced as well founded, it. was yet agreed that.if in the course of the transi- 
‘ tion period the portion ascertained to be the portion of Baden according to a per cent |
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_ ealeulation of the post snmplases acoruingedt. the Union. in one year should not reach 7 ; 
| ‘the sum of 100,000 reichs thalers, the swt wanting to. this amountshould be.credited to — | 

‘Baden against its matricular duéss: Such an‘accounting.shall, however, not be held in | 
-@ year during which warlike events take place in which the Union takes part. a 

. 6, With reference to axticle 56 of the constitution, the representatives of the North | 
German Union, upon Being questioned by the Baden representative, remarked that. : 

_ the President of.¢fie Union had already, after hearing the proper committee of the oe 
Bundesrath, established Union consulates, even when such establishment at a particu- . 2 

_ lar place was in the interest of only one of the states of the Union. In this connec- | — 
-. tion, they also stated that the same course would be pursued infature. if 

_  ® With reference to article 62 of the constitution, it was agreed that the payment. = ssf 
- tinder this article by Baden of its contributions should begin with the first day of | | 

that month which followed the return of the Baden troops from a war toa peace foot--  § 
- ing. So Sg - : | 7 | 

8. With reference to article 78 of the constitution, it was pronounced on all sidesto 2 ESS 
be a matter of course that those provisions of the constitution by which certain rights AE ess 

_. . of particular states of the Union in their relations to the whole are established could — oe 
only be altered with the consent of the state concerned. | a Co | | Og 

|... 9, With reference to article 80 ‘of. the constitution, the representatives were a unit — fos ll 
in the matter of the law concerning the establishment of a supreme tribunal for com-.— | 
mercial affairs, of July 12 of the previous year, as regards the point that a proper aug- oe 
mentation should be made to the number of the members of this tribunal by asupple- = = ~~ § 

- ment to the estimate for the same for 1871. , ; | ) 

| -. It. was further generally understood that, among the laws made in the North Ger- : 
man Union, concerning which it is reserved to the German Union to declare them to — dE 
be laws of the German Union, the law of July 21 of the current year, concerning the a 
extraordinary demand fof money on the part of the military and marine management, — - 

- was not one; and also that the law of May 31, of the current year, concerning the St. |  &£§ 
- Gotthard Railway, would not ba declared a law of the German Union, without a ee 

_ change being made in its provisions. —_ oo | ee SS ee 

.» . "Fhis protocol has been read, approved, and executed by the representatives named = 
_ herein in a single copy, which is to be deposited’in the archives of the chancery of  =——s&&F 

~ othe Union at Berlin. | a - / : 
| : oo pO v. BISMARCK. [LSJ 

| 7 | JOLLY. = 4» fe SY 
| | | , | oe ow, DALWIGK, [L. S.J ee 

vo oo pAb aly -v. FRIESEN. [Lu 8.]° . | | 
_ . 7 : a EE v. FREYDORF. [tL 8.]. LE 

| eo AOF MANN. [Ls] | | 
OB SO a , » DELBRUCK, [L. SJ , 
_. The exchange of ratifications took place in Berlin. a a en ee 

| OO - APPENDIX No, 5. | MS os 

Agreement for the accession of Wiirtemberg to the constitution of the German Empire. |. § 

Na eS Cans (Negotiated at Berlin November 25, 1870.) CS gee  & 

| In signing the treaty concluded this day, concerning the accession of Wiirtembergto —s—_—s 
| the constitution of the German Union, adopted by the North German Union, Baden, oe 

- and Hesse, the undersigned plenipotentiaries have agreed upon the following points: © = 

- 1. The agreements made in the protocol dated Versailles, November 15, 1870, between | is 
_ the plenipotentiaries of the North German Union, Baden, and Hesse, and the declara- | | 

pe tions made by the plenipotentiaries of the North German Union— oo , oF 

| (a) With regard to the time when the constitution is to go into operation ; oo E 
- (b) With regard to the time when the cost of maintaining the army of the country OE 

shall be shared in common; 2 NeEs ey ee cE 
- (e) To article 18 of the constitution; =. ey ae Ra ee pe 

me _ (ad) To articles 35 and 38 of the constitution; == ee ee : & 
» -(e) To article 56 of the constitution ; . Pe, | ue  &§ 

- -€f) To article 62 of the constitution; © : OE i 
—.  (g) To article 78 of the constitution; and od | oe . «§ 

_. .. (h) To article 80 of the constitution, a ep | OE 
"Are also applicable to Wiirtemberg. | poe Sn gh zB  &—
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i To article 45 of the constitution, it was agreed that upon the railways of Wiirtem- - | 

: berg, in matters of construction, business, and trade, not all the articles of transport =—s 
j ‘ . mentioned in this article can be raised to the one-penny rate. | 

Boo. _ 8. As to article 2, No. 4, of this day’s treaty, the understanding was reached that the 
; | extension of the provisions concerning postal privileges to the internal trade of Wiir- | 
i ~~. temberg shall depend upon the consent of Wiirtemberg, so far as these provisions give. 
‘a the mails privileges which do not belong to them in Wiirtemberg according to existing _ ' 

oe ~ legislation. | | ae nn oo ee ee 

io! ‘Read, approved, and signed. , era | 
Po Oo Vv. FRIESEN, vy. FREYDORE. | 
Po | oo. HOFMANN... MITTNACHT.. 

mo | OR a DEUBRUCK. =... TURCKHEIM. |. 

' a A ppENDIX No. 6. wR seas on 

to Concluding protocol to the treaty concerning the accession of Bavaria to the constitution of 
4 | a - the German Union. Done at Versailles, Nov. 23, 1870. area | 

i 7 _ When the treaty concerning the conclusion of a constitutional alliance between His - | 
i. ' Majesty the King of Prussia, in the name of the North German Union, and His Majesty : 

a - the King of Bavaria was subscribed, the undersigned plenipotentiaries agreed further | 
me concerning the following conventional additions and explanations: : | 

j - At the suggestion of the royal Bavarian plenipotentiary, it was agreed by the royal 
po - . Prussian plenipotentiary that, inasmuch as the legislative power of the Union concern- 
i, : ing domicile and settlement is not extended to Bavaria, the legislature of the Union has | 
i _ no power to regulate matters connected with marriage with binding force for Bavaria, | 
a and that, consequently, the law of 4th May, :1868,:promulgated for the North German st 

to _ Union, concerning police limitations to the contraction of marriage, does not belong to 
L | those which could come into operation in Bavaria, = , = E 

i - Jt was agreed by the royal Prussian plenipotentiary that the power of the Union 
i to legislate concerning state citizenship should be understood as comprising, the power ~ 

ae to regulate citizenship of both the. Union and the state and to carry out the principleof =. 
i. ‘the political equality of-all religious confessions ; and that this legislative powershall 
i. not extend to the question under what conditions any person should be allowed the — 

aa exercise of political rights in any single state. © 4 Costas | 

a; The undersigned plenipotentiaries agree that, considering the exception tothe legis-' — 
i a lative power of the Union, made under section I, the Gotha treaty ofthe 15thJuly, 1851, 
i concerning mutual reception of banished and homeless persons, as well as the so-called 
| Eisenach convention of the 11th July; 1853, concerning the care of sick and the bury- . | 
i - . . ing of dead subjects, shall continue in force in so far as affects the relation of Bavaria, =| 
i . -. . to the other countries of the Union. | cS OC - on | 

, | It was determined upon as a conventional regulation, considering the peculiar rela- 
Po - tions of the insurance of real estate, and of the close connection of the same with the | 
fo mortgage-system, that if the legislation of the Union should busy itself with the in- = | 
i. - gurance of real estate, the regulations determined upon by the Union can only be 
t | carried into effect in. Bavaria with the agreement of the Bavarian Government. 

, "The royal Prussian plenipotentiary. gave the assurance that in the preparation of @ | 
tO - draught for a general German civil code, Bavaria shall be properly represented. | 

+ «Tk was consented to by the royal Prussian plenipotentiary as an undisputed fact that, =| 
i: =.’ as concerns the matters referred to the Union for legislation, the laws and regulations —
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which now have. force in the respective states shall remain in operation until th 
| ‘Union shall have settled upon binding rules... gh Cpt . &§ 

-.. The royal Prussian. plenipotantiary explained that His Majesty the King of Prussia, : | 
_. by reason of the presiding powers vested in him, the King of Bavaria agreeing. oe 

_ thereto, will grant powers to the royal Bavarian envoys to the courts to which they . &§ 
-. are accredited, to take the place of the envoys of the Union in cases where the — 5 

latter are prevented from. attending to their duties. The royal Bavarian plenipoten- > | 
. tiary, while accepting this explanation, added that the Bavarian envoys would bein- — |  &§ 

. structed to lend their aid to the envoys of the Union.in all cases where it would tend , ff 
_ tofurther the general interests,of Germany. CT : | Co  &§ 

- In consideration of the services rendered by the Bavarian Government in put- 
ting its legations. at the disposition of the Union, as mentioned in § VII,and incon- = = 

_ sideration of the circumstance that in those places where Bavarian legations exist the = © — & 
representation of Bavarian interests is not a part of the duty of the envoys of the. | 

_ Union, the Union undertakes that, in fixing the expenses for the diplomatic service, a . CS 
~ proper allowance shall be made to Bavaria. .The extent of this allowance remains for OE 

the present unfixed. - - a —— oo og 

} | ‘The royal Prussian plenipotentiary acknowledged it as a right of the Bavarian Gov- | 
Oe ernment that, in case Prussiashould be prevented therefrom, its representative should | , 
. preside in the Bundesrath, ©. | oe 

po It was agreed with reference to articles 35 and 38 of the constitution of the Union | 
that the transition-taxes further to be levied according to the regulations of the Zoll- og 
verein treaties on brandy and beer should be regarded in the same light as the taxes -  #F 

_ levied on the manufacture of these drinks. | —_ Te | 

Og ESSE ee SE ORB Oe ) 
‘Tt was agreed that at the ratification of postal and telegraphic treaties with statesout- 

side of the German Union for the guarding of the interests of particular states, repre- «| 
. sentatives of the states of the Union bordering on the foreign countries should be con- - | 
- sulted, and that it is permitted to the single states of the Union to make treaties with |. 

_ other countries concerning postal and telegraphic affairs in so far as they relate en- | | 
tirely to traffic on their own borders. . - OE 

: , XII. | - | a 

_-It was agreed with reference to article 55 of the constitution of the Union that each. — of 
state of the Union has the right to receive foreign consuls, and to grant them exequa- : oT 
turs for its territory. | ne Se : Oo 

| The assurance was further-given that consuls would be appointed by the Union in . &§ 
those cases where the interests of but a single state seemed to require it. - | 

ee XL cc a | 
a It was farther agreed that the law of the 2ist July of this year, concerning theex- | 

traordinary demand for money for the army and navy departments, does not belong to _ : 
. those laws of the North German. Union, the declaration of which to be laws of the | OE 

-. German Union is left to the legislation of the Union; and that the law ofthe 3lst May | | . 
. of this year, concerning the St. Gotthard Railway, could not, without achange in its © —— : 

. contents, be declared a law of the Union. — a en | a , 

_.. In consideration of the provisions concerning the army and having especial refer- _ So 
/  -enee to the fortications, contained in. Part IIf,-§ 5, (of the Bavarian treaty), it was & 

further agreed as follows: | | , 7 Po re 

-. 1. Bavaria is to receive, in perfect condition, the fortresses Ing lstadt and Germers- : 
heim, as well-as the fortress of New Ulm, and’ those which are in the future to be : ae 

-. erected at the common cost on Bavarian territory, ©  . | oo: 7 | 
, , 2. Such newly-built fortresses become, as regards their immovable effects, the exclu- OA 

sive property of Bavaria. Their movable effects, however, are the common property of — os 
the Union. As concerns the latter, the agreement of the 6th July, 1869, remains for the —__ | 
present in force, and it is also binding as regards the movable effects of the former a 

_ Union fortresses of Mayence, Rastatt,and Ulm. 2 
4 FR. | , So | oe OE



, 210 . = | ~~” «FOREIGN RELATIONS. Se | 

| 3. -The fortress of Landan shall be razed immediately at the close of the present war. | 
i, The equipments of this place, in so far as they are common property, shall be dis- | 
7 : posed of according to the principles upon which the agreement of the 6th July, 1869, 
PO rest. . . oO - . . Bese 

7: + 4. Those matters of the Bavarian war regulations which are not mentioned in the — | 
i treaty of to-day, or in this protocol, to wis, the nomenclatnre of the regiments, the . 2 

tf .. uniforming, garrisoning, educating of soldiers, &c., are not affected thereby. = 
 ° The right of the Bavarian officers to participate in the advantages of institutions 

{ for the higher military or technical education of officers is to remain as a subject for 
, special consideration, =. | - ae Ce 

i; | | RW Be 
i -- Tf, in consequence of the lack of proper material, an error shall have arisen in the —; 

| establishment of the literal. sense of the constitution of the Union, Part I, articles = 
| ‘1 to 26, the contracting parties reserve to themselves the right of correcting them. | | 

i, | ae oY ne | 

| - _ The declarations of this coneluding. protocol are binding in the same degree as those 
a | of the treaty. of to-day concerning the conclusion of.a conventional alliance, and shall : 

i - be ratified together with the same. © a So : i EID I 

Po Done at Versailles, 23d November, 1870. : LSU eee 
i oo ae a cee eS, | ow, BISMARCK.  —s [u. 8 J : 
i — BRAY STEINBURG. [xi.s.] | 7 
i - - es Bo Fru. v. PRANKH. [LSJ | 
po | oe Fo v. LUTZ... EL BP 

i | | APPENDIX No. 7. | | 

i a ae | Part IV of the treaty with Bavaria, concluded at Versailles Nov. 23, 1870. : oe pe : 

i — - Sinee, in view of the great difficulties which the lapse of time and the continuance. | ! 
t of the war place in the way of preparing a budget for this year for the military ex- | 
i penses of the German Union for the year 1871, and also in the way of determining the a 
i -amounts to be expended by Bavaria on its army, the provisions under III, § 5, of this | 
t treaty, do not take effect until January 1, 1872, the amount yielded by the general taxes’ | 
i _ for the year 1871, referred to in article 35, will not go into the treasury of the Umon, 
: + but remain in that of Bavaria, but Bavaria’s share of. the expenses of the Union shall. 
i be raised by taxes collected for that purpose; TEE gs ag | 

i e oo, . eet . : oo Po - : : a . - | 

, | | - APPENDIX No.8 -  — | 

| The electoral law for the Reichstag (Diet) of the North German Union, enacted May 31, 1869.. | 

{ | - ‘We, Wilhelm, by the grace of God King of Prussia, &c., with the consent: of the : 
i - Bundesrath and the Reichstag, ordain as follows, in the name of the North German 
, ~  - Union: | re ee 

i | Every North German who has attained the age of twenty-five years isan elector | 

i | for the Reichstag of the North German Union in that state of the Union where he 
i resides. . mo — oo | 

i __. Soldiers of the army and navy are not entitled to vote during their term of service. _ | 

7 - - _ The following parties are exeluded from the privilege of voting: = : 
: | 1. Persons who have been put under guardianship or curatorship (kuratel). | Oo | 

i, . 2. Persons against whom proceedings in court are had as bankrupts, viz, during =—s_ 
{ the time of such proceedings.  —’ PUD Bhai B pes : 
, _ 3. Persons who are receiving support as paupers or have received such support in 
i - the year last preceeding the election. - ce oa | 
| 4. Persons who by a judicial decree have been deprived of the full enjoyment of |
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their civil rights, until snth time as they are reinsfated in those rights. Ifthey have = ~— fj 
been deprived of the full enjoyment of their civil rights in consequence of political —~= = = ff 

| - misdemeanors or crimes, they shall be reinstated in their right to vote as soon asthey =  « 
have been pardoned or served out their time of punishment... | | | SE 

Every North German who has attained the age of twenty-five years, and has been _ | 

 @ subject of a state of the Union for at least one year, is eligible within the whole 4g 
 -territory of the Union asa deputy, provided he be not deprived of the privilege of mo , 
voting by the regulations of § 3.0 5 eS Fs us 

_ In every state of the Union one deputy shall be elected for about every 100,000 souls, - = 
po according to the census returns which served as a basis for the elections tothe Reich- = sO 

 gtag which framed the. constitution. A surplus of at least 50,000 souls of the total a 
- population of-a state of the union shall be counted as equal to 100,000 souls, In that =. § 

state of the union whose population is less than 100,000 souls one deputy shall be wen, nies 
elected. Hence it follows that the number of deputies is 297,and that Prussia is en- ee 

. titled to 235, Saxony to 23, Hesse 3, Mecklenburg-Schwerin 6, Saxe-Weimar 3, Meck- © J 
| lenburg-Strelitz 1, Oldenburg 3, Branswick 3, Saxe-Meiningen 2, Saxe-Altenburg 1, 

| Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 2, Anhalt 2, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt 1, Schwarzburg-Sonders- | 
hausen 1, Waldeck 1, Reuss, elder line 1, Reuss, younger line 1, Schaumburg-Lippe ee, 

| 1, Lippe 1, Lauenburg 1, Liibeck 1, Bremen 1, Hamburg 3. Ths law shall provide for ae | 
_ an inérease of the number of deputies in consequence of increased population. 7 So 

Every deputy shall be elected in a distinct electoral district. Every such district — 
- ghall be divided into smaller precincts for the purpose of depositing votes. These re 

latter precincts shall, if possible, be identical-with the town communities, unless a sub- |g 
-. division becomes necessary with densely populated town communities. —— _ oo | 

. The electoral districts, as well as the electoral precincts, must have their limits well . : | 
. defined and’ be rounded off as much as feasible. - oo SO St ae 

A Jaw of the Union shall prescribes the limits of the electoral districts. Untilthen | 
| the present electoral districts are to remain, with the exception of those which at eG 

 presens are not locally limited and rounded off as coterminous districts. These | of 
-_. must be formed according to the regulation of the third paragraph for the purpose of oF 

the next general elections. _ | oo, ee . oe | 

7 Whoever wishes to vote in an electoral district must reside in the same at the time we 
_ of the elec ion; the same regulation applies to the case where the community isdivided | 

_ into several electoral districts. No one is permitted to vote in more than one place. oe 

In every district lists are to be prepared, in which the persons entitled to vote shall oo 
be recorded, with their Christian name, family name, age, occupation, and residence. = = 
These lists are to be open for the inspection of every one at least four weeks before = = = 

| the day of election, and a public annonncement of this is to be made, and of the time koe | 
until which protests will be heard. Protests against the lists are to be addressed to . a 
the authority which has made the announcement within eight days after the lists =. | 

| have been opened, and are to be settled within the next fourteen days, when the lists | 
are to be closed. Only those whose names are recorded in the lists shall be entitled to. — 
take part in the election. ee | a EE | 
In the case of occasional new elections which may take place within one year after - 4 

the last general election there shall be no necessity for the exhibition and presenta- oe , 
| tion of the election-list. 7 Cg yy spe apart 8 - 

~The act of the election, as well as the examination of the result thereof, shall he public. - OG 
“The offices of chairman, assistant, and secretary acting for the purpose of obtaining — | 

: returns in the electoral districts shall be honorary posts, without remuneration, and can _— — 
| only be filled by persons who are not in the immediate service of the state. pwd 

. The right to vote shall be exercised by the voter in person, by depositing acovered 
ballot, withont signature, in the urn.. The ballots must be of white paper, and must | «| 

_ notbe marked in any way. © §©= |. | | | . | 

The ballots must be printed or inscribed, outside of the polling-place, with the El 
name of the candidate. - oe ee a |
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; - The election shall-be direct. It shall take place by absolute majority of all votes — 
7 : deposited in an electoral district. If an absolute majority does not result, an election 
- _ shall take place among the two candidates who have received the largest. number 

;- _ of votes. In cases where candidates have received an equal number of votes, lots shall 
7 COCO De drawn. es . : a ee 

i... ~The presiding officers of the electoral district only shall decide by a majority of their 
t members as to the validity or non-validity of the ballots, their decision being subject. - 
; a to an examination by the Reichstag. : oO , Be 
7 a The invalidated ballots are to be transmitted, together with the minutes of the elec- | 
‘oe tion, fer the purpose of examination by the Reichstag. The chairman of the return- 
| ee "ing board shall keep those ballots found valid under seal until the Reichstag has 
poe finally declared the validity of the election, = © a ee 

: _. . The general elections shall take place within the whole territory of the Union on a | 
i: _ day determined upon by the President of the Union. ON | 

t. The Bundesrath shall regulate the procedure at the election, inso far as it has not been. | 
‘ oo determined by this present law, by one system of election-rules, which are to be valid 
i . _ for the whole territory of the Union. The same can only be modified with theconsent | 
i . . of the Reichstag. | a Je ce, eS 4 

i The expenses for the printed blanks of the minutes of the election and for thein- — | 
i .quiries into the results of the election in the electoral districts shall be borne by the 
i states of the Union ; all the other expenses of the election shall be borne by the com- | 
| oo - munities. Co oO mo | oe | | 

i. | Those entitled to vote shall have the privilege to’'form associations for the purpose _ i 
| of consulting on matters relative to the Reichstag elections, and to call and attend un- 
i » armed public meetings in closed localities. © | 
i; The clauses of the civil laws in relation to the announcements of the meetings and 
| oo associations and as to the surveillance of the same remain in force. - ee 

| |. The present law shall be put in force at the first new election of the Reichstag tak- | 
i , _ ing place after its announcement. _At the same period all other election-laws as tothe 
i -. Reichstag shall become null and void. Oe : oe eee 

i. _ . In witness whereof our own siguature and the seal of the Union are hereunto 

i . ° . Done at Castle Babelsberg, May 31, 1869. : a So 4 
Poo a re - [hsJo |. WILHELM. |: 
i Count v. BISMARCK-SCHONHAUSEN. > oo | 

i; Se | APPENDIX No.9% 2 2 2 

| Treaty between the North German Union, Bavaria, Wiirtemberg, Baden, and Hesse, rela- 1 
i;  . . tive to the continuation of the Zollverein and Commercial Union. Concluded at Berliny — | 
i | Lo. July 8, 1867. - a Do I oy De / 

i = - _ | His Majesty the King of Prussia in the name of the North German Union, His | | 
i: _. Majesty the King of Bavaria, His Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg, His Royal High- _ | 
i. ness the Grand Duke of Baden, and His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse ana. 3 
i _ by Rhine for the parts of the Grand Duchy not belonging to the North German Union, —— | 
I . ' ‘with the view to securing the continuance of the German Zollverein and Commercial f 
i Union, and to extending the provisions thereof suitable to the present requirements, _ 
i. | have caused negotiations to be commenced, and appointed as plenipotentiar‘es, viz: | 
t _ His Majesty the King of Prussia: his excellency the Privy Councillor Johann Fried- - | 
Poo rich von Pommer Esche; his excellency the Ministerial Director Alexander Max von - : 
ft Philipsborn; and his excellency the Ministerial Director Martin Friedrich Rudolph = |



_ And of the other members of the North German Union: oo . ST 
His Majesty the King of Saxony: his excelleney, the Privy FiscalCouncillor Julius GE 

.. Hans von Thitimmel; “ Oo | | 

| - His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse and by Rhine: his excellency the | 
Privy Chief Customs Councillor Ludwig Wilhelm Ewald. 2 oe 

- The sovereigns participating in the Thiiringian Zollverein and Commercial Union | 
~. besides His Majesty the King of Prussia, viz: ar | Ce | 

oS _ His Royal Highness the Grand Dake of Saxe-Weimer-Eisenach, His Highness the ce 
-_-Duke of Saxe-Meiningen, His Highness the Duke of Ssxe-Altenburg, His Highness the _ | 

Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, His Sereni:y the Prince of Schwarzburg- Rudolstadt, His oe ae 

Ssrenity the Prince of Schwarzburg-Sondershausen, His Serenity the Prince of Reuss, 
elder line, and His Serenity the Prince of Reuss, younger line: the Grand Ducal Saxon oe 

Privy Councillor Gustav Thon; BE oe me oe 

| _His Highness the Duke of B-auaschweig-Liineburg: his Minister Resident at-the og 

— Roval Prussian Court, Privy Councillor Dre Friedrich August von Liebe; . . |g 
His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Oldenburg: his excellency the MinisterRasi- 

: dent of the Duke of Brunswick, Privy Councillor Dr. Friedrich August von. Liebe; a 
Furthermore, His Majesty the King of Bavaria: his.excellency the Ministerial Coun-— , 

 cillor Wilhelm Weber.and his excellency the Chief Customs Councillor George Ludwig. _ og 
~~ Carl Gerbig ; ee So | ee / | oe 

His Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg: his excellency the Chamberlain, Envoy Ex- — aoe | 
. traord.nary and Minist-r Plenipotentiary at the Royal Prass‘an Court, Privy Coun- El 

-eillor of Legation, Friedrich Heinrich Carl Baron von Spitzemberg; and hisexcel- =. § 
- ~  leney the Fiseal Councillor Carl Victor Riecke; | | | . Se 7 | 

His Royal Highness the Grand Dake of Baden: his excellency the Minister of the eG 
-. Treasury and President of the Department of State, Carl Mathy; 7 oo Ef 

His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse and -by Rhine for the parts of the Grand ey 
‘Duchy not bélonging te the North German Union: his excellency the Privy Chief Cus- Se 

| toms Councillor Ludwig Wilhelm Ewald; — oo fo ge 
_ By which Plenipvtentiaries the following treaty has been concluded, subject to rati- © 
fication: OO 7 | | 7 eo ; oe 

Ce Ng Be ARTICLE L | a og ed 

- The contracting parties maintain until the last day of December, 1877, the union, 

entered into for the purpose of establishing.a joint svstem of customs and commerce, foie Eee, 

and basel upon the treaty for the continuance of the Zollvereinand Commercial Union | 

of 16th Moy, 1365. | oo a Ae a dl 
a Uutil that date the Zollverein treaties of the 221 and 30th March, and llth May, =. |g 

1833; of 12th May and 10th December, 1335; of 21 January, 1036; of 8th May, 19th. . of 
| October, and 13th November, 1841; of 4th April, 1853; and of 16th May, 1865, remain aaa 

in foree, together with the separate articles between the contracting parties belonging Oa 
thereto, in so far as they still remained in force and are not modified by the following | 
articles, = — , | So YE 

With these restric‘ions,.and subject to the agreement of article 6, the stipulations of oe | 
the aforesatd treasies are also aJplied to those states and territories belonging tothe = = = ss 

North German.Union which, as yet, do not participate inthe Zollvereinand Commereial, 

| FO oo ARTICLE TE rn ed 

Those states or territories remain incorporated in the general Zrllverein which have | cee 
- joined the customs and commercial systems of the contracting parties, or onvoefthem, = = ss 

7 with consideration of their particular circumstances, based upon the treaties of adhe- og 

- gion. Z — - sy | ee ee ee es 
| coe a Ay * ArtieLeE TTL We : cone neh ae 

‘The fol'owing has been agreed upon in regard to the community of legislation and ee 
 .the executive arrangements: | Bo a a 

‘$1. Within the territories of the contracting parties there shall be uniform laws on Ee 
duties of importation and exportation, as well asoa transit; but those modifications = sf 

‘ shall be admissible whick result as neetssary from the peculiarity of the general. oleh 
legislation of every participating state, or from lecal interests, without prejudicing - . — § 

- . the common object. Especially as regards the revenue-tariff concerning certain articles. = = ss 
. less adapted for general trade, sach deviatious from the fixed rates of collection, whieh ©. 

appear to be especially desirable for separate states, shall not be out of order when they =  — § 

| - do not injurieusly atfeet the gen-ral interests.of the Zollverein. = I , 

.... No duties shall be colleeted on goods in transit, and the arrangements which have 
bsen made as to transit-duties in the treaties named in Article I, shall become void. | } 
$2. The joint customs-tariff shall be,prepared in two principal sections, according | 

| to the thirty-thaler standard, and fifty-two and a half florius standard determined by oe 
the monetary treaty of 24th January, 1857. . oo Os So eS 

| - The hundred-weight (quintal of 50 kilograms) existing as the generally accepted =
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3 measure of the country in all states of the Zollverein, except the. kingdom of Bavaria, , 
: | -Shall constitute the unity for the joint customs measurement. Therefore, all declara- 
a. ~ tions, weighiog, and levying of duties on articles taxed by weight shall exclusively:be - 
7 UU ~ made according to that scale. _ OO CO 
i +: § 3. Corresponding laws on the taxation of the salt and beet-sugar. manufactured 
i within the limits of the Zollverein shall govern within the territories of the contract- 

:- ing parties. . ae - es 
: aa The contracting parties have agreed that when the manofacture of sugar or sirup 
'- ~~ made from other domestic products than’ beets—for instanée, from starch—should | 
ad . _ become very extensive in the Zollverein, this manufacture also would have to be sub- 
i ___: jeered in all the states thereof to a corresponding taxation according to the principles: 
i. : agreed upon for the taxation of beet-sugar. ere oS a 
7 le § 4. Tobacco cultivated or manufactured within the limits of the Zollverein shall be | 
3 subject to a corresponding taxation. | | : pe oe, | 
: _ §5. Corresponding measures for the protection of. the common tariff system against _ 
i . smuggling and against evasion of internal-revenue taxes, shall be instituted in the ter- 
j a ritories of the contracting parties. a oo | So | 
i _ $6. The supervision of the duties referred to in sections 1,3,and 4 hereof, and the 
7 organization of the authorities requisite for that purpose, shall be put on an equal i 
4 footing in all countries of the whole Zollverein, the existing especial conditions being — | 
7 considered. > | a i ae So me | 
i. _ $7. In accordance with the foregoing agreement the contracting parties shall bring | 
a . into effect— ne nas _ ge Bee | 
i _ The customs-law; = ae ee eee we Sc 
7 : The customs-regulations; © | 

fo | The customs-tariff; oo nn a | | . 
: The principles regulating the customs penal law, as such have been agreed upon be-  ~ | 
i | ' tween them; and furthermore, re oe | : 
i The agreement for the collection of a duty on salt, of May 8 of this year; | 
i 7 The agreement for taxing beet-sugar, of Lith May, 1865; ~ | 
1’ -_ The customs-treaty, of llth May, 1333. — oo | 
i ‘The general duty on importation mentioned in the common laws and regulationsis. 
i _ to be unders.ood as a tariff-rate of 15 groschen or 524 kreuzers. ee te er 

Bos oo SO ARTICLE TY. eb Se | : 

f : _No import, export, or transit @uties shall be levied on the common frontiers of theeon- | 
Po tracting parties, and all free-ciretlating articles may be imported from. one territory | | 
| into the other, with the exception of such domestic products on whieb no common taxes — \ 
i have been imposed within the territoryof the contracting parties, in aceordance with | 
i article Vu pe ER ge EE ee ne ORE goa OPS RS Sn 
i __ There shall be no intermission in the freedom of commerce and exchange of products 
i _ _ between the contracting parties even:in the event that on extraordinary occurrences, | 
i. _ more particularly on the outbreak of a war, one of them. should see fit to prohibit, 
i 7 during the continuance of such occurrences, the exportation into foreign countries of | 
f certain products or manufactures having free domestie circulation. In such anevent, 
i: steps shall be taken that all the contracting parties probibit exports in a like man- — | 
: - ner. If, however, one or the other of the contracting parties should not find it to 
i . its interest to issue such a prohibitory law, that party or.those parties which shall find — | | 
| | it necessary to issue such a law, shall have authority to extend said law to the territory 
fo of the party not joining. | so | | 
i - ‘Toe contracting parties grant to each other authority to take the necessary defensive 
| + | Measures against dangerous contagious diseases of persons and of cattle. Intherela~- 
i. _ . tion of one country of the Zollverein to another, however, no arrangements more onerous _ | 
Boo shall be made than, under the same circumstances, would affect the interior commerce 
i of the state which adopts them. BS . | OG 
| | 7 | oo ARTICME Ve ee 

i _ *. The contracting parties shall endeavor to bring about the medium of treaties corre- | 
' _ sponding legislation as regards the collecting of revenues on products taxed in the in- . _ | 
a _ . terior, partly at the time of their production or preparation, partly at the time of con- 
' sumption, not subject to the regulations of sections 3 and 4 of article HII. Until the | 
i: time when this object shall have. been obtained, the following principles shall.be made 
‘ae use of in regard to the aforesaid taxes and to the trade in such arsieles among the 4 
, | states of the Zollverein for the preyention of such injuries and losses which might re- . 
i sult from diversity of their domestic tax systems, and particularly from the inequality 
1 | of the tax-rates, as well for the producers as for the revenues of the several states of - : 
j - - the Zollverein. © ee oe os . 
i | | — -  L—Concerning foreign products. | . - ) 

tf No other duty of any kind, either for account of the state or for account of com- :



-_mwnes or corporations, shall be levied upon any products upon which more than 15. _ 

grosehen (523 kreuzer) import-duties per hundred-weight are imposed, and.of whichitis 

proven, according to the manner prescribed in the customs regulations,eitherthatthey = =  — ‘& 

| have undergove the custom-house treatment at a collection office of the Zolverein as for- | 

- eign importations or transit goods, or are ‘still subject. to the same; but, as concerns oe 

goods of importation, such inland customs are reserved which in a state of the Zoll- | | 

- -verein are uniformly imposed upon their further refinement, or upon other manufact- ~ oy 

- ures of such products, without distinction of their origin in foreign countries, insep- .  § 

arate states, orin the whole territory of the Zollverein, ms | | 

Among such taxes shall be named, for the present, those on manufactured brandy, beer, &§ 

| and vinegar, and also the tax. on flour. and butchered cattle, to which, therefore, for- = 

— eign cereals, malt, and cattle are subject, in the same manner as these of the interior = #4 

and of foreign countries. | woe ee Fe | oO | eo LE 

a In those states in which the domestic duties on liquors are ordered in such a way that . , 

they are: collected on storing the jatter, or are.charged to the parties liable, the rega-_ | 

-.lation‘of exempting foreign products from internal duties takes place insuchawaythat | , 

the first storage of taxed foreign liquors, é. ¢., that which immediately follows upon its | | 

‘direct importation from abroad, on its transportation from public or private warehouses, oe 

- ghall be free from all inland duties.. This rnle shail apply also to cases where the col- : og 

lection of an internal tax on liquors takes place for account of communities and cor- 
| -- porations. SS So Se ete 

_. | Foreign products which are entered free or not taxed more than 15 grosehen (524. oo § 

kreuzer) are subject to the following conditions, wider No. If: | I gg 

ae 1i.— Concerning products of the several states and of the whole Zollverein. : | | 

$1. No inland duties shall be collected, either for account of the state or for ac- o 

~ eount of communities or corporations, on articles produced within the Zollverein, oS 

- which are on transit through a state thereof, to be earried into another state or to | , 

foreign countries. - oo, aa | - a 

ss § 2. Té shall be optional with the contracting parties to maintain, to. modify, or G 

to remove the domestic duties to which products, at the time of their production, manu- | | 

_-- facture, or consumption are liable, or to levy new duties of this kind; but such duties | : 

shall, for the present, only be levied upon the following productions. of the several : og 

-. gtates and of the whole Zollverein, viz: Upon brandy, beer, vinegar, malt, wine, must, | 

cider (fruit-wine), four and other products of the mill, also pastry, beef, prepared — - 

| meats, and lard. 7 | a oa oo 

For brandy, beer, and wine the following rates shall be regarded as the utmost limits : | 

to which the said products shall be taxed for aceount of the state within the Loll+ : oe 

verein, V1Z: . - . a , 

(a) For brandy containing 50 per cent. of alcohol, according to the Tralles scale, 10 — E 

thalers per Ohm of 120 Prussian quarts. | , 

,  (b) For beer, 1 thaler 15 silbergrosehen per Ohm of 120 Prussian quarts. . ps | 

_ (ce) For wine, viz: : 

~  - (aa) When the duty is eollected according to the value of the wine, 1} thalers = =. 

" per Zollverein-hundred weight (5 thalers per Ohm of 120 quarts, Prussian). si | 

. (bb) When the duty is collected without regard to the value of the wine, 25 gro- | : 4 

schen per Zollverein-hundredweight ( 2 thalers 234 groschen per Ohm of 120 Prussian | 

quarts. ) — | CES EE Sa ee / : 

(ee), When the duty is collected according to a classification of the vineyards, | _ | 

+ no limitation shall be considered necessary. oe nS as 

| .., Certain rates shall also be fixed, as far as necessary, for the other preducts, subjecé | 

‘to a domestic duty, which amount shall not be exceeded in determining the duty. og 

. -§.8, As to all the taxes that. are collected in the territory of the states of the Zoll- | : 

- werein, according to the requirements of section 2, a mutual uniformity of procedure | | 

: shall take place, so thatthe products of another state of the union shall under no | } 

consideration be taxed with a higher or more bardensome rate than demestic pro- og 

ducts (of the taxing State) or the products of other states of the Zollverein. Incon- _ BS 

_formity with this resolution the fellowing was adopted: | | OO | 

oo _. (a) States of the Zollverein which do not collect internal revenue from their own of 
| | domestic products shall also not tax the same products imported from other states of — ) 

: _ the union. - | . Ds oO , ern : 

| (bv) Where internal revenues are collected according to the value of the merchan- = > | 

- .dise, not only the very same rates. of customs shall be indiscriminately used as well | ee 

|  .@n domestic products as on products imported from other states of the Zollverein, but SE 
| also the domestic product shall not be more favored in estimating its value than that 4 

| from other states of the Zollverein. = Peers a 7 eee | 

a (c) Those states in which internal revenue is collected from an article of consump- | 

tion at the time of its purchase.or sale or consumption shall, in an equal- manner, de- | . 

pee these duties on productions of the same kind coming from other states of the — : | 

DHoliverein. — OS | oe | a a - ae |
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; Co _ (ad) Those states which have imposed internal revenue taxes on the production or _ | ; 2... zpreparation.of an article of consumption may also collect the fulllegalamount onthe = | im _  -mportation of this article from other states of the union. © pe 
. — ... (é) The North German Union shall not collect transit duty on wine-must produced — 
a : in the other states of the Zollverein, nor shall such a duty be collected from those - : | States wuich may, during the continuance of this treaty, subject the production of 
i - * Swine to a domestic revenue tax. fe . ee 

le “-. ..(f) In so far‘as there exists an understanding bet ween the several states of the Zoll- 
; oo verein as to equal duty regulations, these states shall be regarded asa unit as respects 
| _. the privilege to collect the respective taxes indiscriminately from products imported | i from other states of the Zollverein. a a { _. - § 4 Those states which have imposed an internal tax ‘upon the purchase orsale, __ : : consumption, production, or preparation of any article may, when said article is ex- | f ported to other states of the Zollverein, leave this tax uncollected, or refund the legal : / amount of the same, either in whole or in part.» With regard to the exercise of this 
i privilege the following has been agreed upon: re . oO 

| - (a) Areimbursement shall take place only in case a drawba*k is’ granted inthe | 
' state in question, and not exceeding the amount of such drawbick. ae | i (b) The different governments will take especial care that in no ease.more than | 
; oo ‘the amount of tax real-y paid be returned, and that this return do not partake of the | ft nature and effect of an export-bounty. | a co 
Po (c) Exemption from the obligation to pay taxes shall not take place and the taxes — | f oo shall not be refunded until it shall have been shown that the taxed productions in the tl neighboring state of the Zollverein, or in the country of destination, have entered in a 
f - ._ the manner agreed npon among the different.states. ae ee es : a 1 (ad) Exemption from the payment of the internal tax on brandy used for the mak- © 
i ing of vinegar shall ‘not be granted, and, excepting in case of the exportation of the ‘ _ Vinegar to a foreign country, this tax shall not be refunded: a 7 | SY | § 5. 1t has been specially agreed what amounts, suited to the present state of legis- | 
| ee Jation in the states of the Zollverein, may be collected and refunded according to the . ! 
i provisions of sections 3 and 4 of this article: Hf alterations shall be subsequently made - i i in the existing rates of taxes on state products. the government concerned shall inform - | | 
_ the federal couneil of the Zollverein (article VIED) and with this information it shall. 
i send proof that the amounts which, in consequence of the alterations made or proposed, : _. are to be collected on produetions of the countries ofthe Zollverein, and tobe refunded | : on the exportation of -the taxed articles, are according to the principles agreed upon. ! : , __ When the transit duty on beer is colleeted according to Zollverein weight, the 
i hundred-weight of 50 kilograms shall remain the standard for its collection. © a | : . - $6. The collection of state taxes on the productions of the countries of the Aollverein 
{ _ which are subject to them shall take place: in the state of their destination, unless 
i - _ this is done, by special arrangement, ‘either at places of collection on the frontierorin 
| the state whenee they are sent for the account of the state entitled to the tax. The or- 7 
} dinanees necessary to secure the collection of the taxes, in so far as they relate.to the. 4g , | _. Youtes.to be followed in sending goods from one state of the Zollverein to another,shall 
i _ be prepared in sucha manner.as to obstruct trade as little as possible, and only by = 
i mutual agreement, and if the territory. of a third stateé.is to be crossed, it shall be dune. | 
i . only with the consent of that state. oe . oe 
| 7 Where state taxes are levied ad valorem, attention will be paid (in view of the pro-.. 
{ - ducts sent over from other.states of the Zollverein) to arrangements for inspection, ac- : 
f  ---~._~—s cording to which the value ‘shalt be settled first:in the place of destination, thereby | 
; °°  . . avoiding time-consuming examinations on the frontiers or on the way between the | 
1 | place whence the goods are sent and that to which they are sent, such examinations —_| 
;  .  . being annoying totrade = | po ° | 
: _ $7. The collection of taxes for. the aceount of communes or corporations, either by | af 
iz additions to the state taxes. or independently, shall only be allowed on articles in- 
| _ tended: for 1 eal consuniption, and the general principle expressed in seetiou 3 of this” | : _ article in reference to uniformity of treatment of the productions of other sta:es of the «| 
;_ 4ollverein shall be enforced, as in the case of state'taxes. Co Oe | i _. The following articles are, in general,to be considered as intended for localcon- 

__. sumption, on which, according to this section, thé collection of a tax shall be allowed — . 
- — for the avcount of communes or corporations alone: beer, vinegar, malt, cider, and — 
i products subject to the grinding and slaughter tax; also fuel, provisions, and forage. =f 
tC On wine the levy of a tax of the aforesaid kind shall only be. admissible in those of 

| parts of the Zollverein whch belong to the wine-producing countiés, properly so ealled. 
i | ' Where, in any particular place in the states belonging to the Zollverein, the collec- | 
ia tion of a tax on brandy for the account of communes or corporations now takes place, 4 

fo or, according to preseut legislation, cannot, be refused, suca a state of things will be | 
I allowed to exist as an exception. — So A Se . a , | : 
' Oo The taxes on wine and brandy, however, which are levied for. the account of com- an 
i munes or corporations; likewise that on beer, shall be. subject to the limitation that |
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. the tax on brandy, taken together with the state tax, shall not exceed the maximum | : - 

rate of 10 thalers per Ohm, which is fixed in section 2 of this article, and that on wine © ee 
- and beer shall not exceed the raté of 20 por cent. of thé niaximum rates therein fixed =. | 

for state taxes. Exceptions to this shall only be ‘admissible in casé individual com- | OE 
-. qwnunes- or. corporations already impose a higher. tax, in which case such tax may be ae 

continued. i ES pf | Bo 4g 
_. Jf taxes should. be anywhere levied on other than the. aforementioned articles, the —s- #-§ 

- election of such taxes may be temporarily continued, but the governments of the  &§ 

| countries in which such places are situated will endeavor to abolish such taxes at the | 

| first opportunity. With regard to the success of efforts made in this direction, reports _ ; a 

sha l, from time to time, be made to the federal council of the Zollverein. es oe 
Taxes for the account of communes or corporations may, when the taxed articlesare | 

gent to-other states of the Zollverein, be-refunded either in whole or in part, as: thestate ——..—s- 

taxes are, provided such reimbursement takes place on the occasion of the transit of a 
| the taxed articles to other places in the same country, | oe ae a 

 §8 The governments of the several states shall make a full report to the federal | § 

~~ gouncil of the Zollverein : oo ee, ee 

eo (a) Concerning all alterations hereafter-to be made of. their laws and ordinances oe 

with regard to the state taxes mentioned in section 2 of this article. | ee 

, ~ (b) And with regard to the communal taxes, etc., concerning the alterations made sd 

respecting those who are authorized to collect them, the places, articles, amount, and El 
_. the manner of collection. = Ce, SO | oo es 

BS , ARTICLE VI. | 7 oe 

. The provisions of articles III, IV, and V, and those of articles X to XX, and XXII, are ree eee 
| for the present not applicable : an? . . - 7 mo oe | 

. 1. To the following-named states and portions of the North German Union: — of 

~—-/. (a) In Prussia, to-the villages of Drenikow, Porep, and Sakow, the colony E 
| and the hereditary farm-land of Grosz-Menow, the manors and villages of Zette- =  ~—=— 

-. min and Peenwerder,. Duckow, Rottmanushagen, Riitzenfelde, Karlsruh, and Pinnow, = = 
the sea-port town of Geestemiinde, Fort Wilhelm in Bremerhaven, the islands (in the OE 

Elbe) of Altenwerder, Krusenbusch, Finkenwerder, Finkenwerderblumensand, Katt- sO 

wieck, Hohenschaar, Overhacken, Neuhof, and Wilhelmsburg, the bailiwick of Kirch- . | 
werder and the villageof Aumund. - . Co : cee 8 Oe 

(bo) To the Grand Dachies of Mecklenburg-Schwerin and Mecklenburg-Strelitz, the == = = & 

_ former with the exception of Rossow, Netzeband and Schéuberg, which aresurrounded = # 

by Prussia. | ae eo cae ee 
_- . (e) In Oldenburg, to the sea-port town of Brake. a a 

| -  (d) To the Duchy of Lauenburg. ee ee 

-. . (e) To the Hanseatie towns of Liibeck, Bremen, and Hamburg, together with a | oY 
-  gnitable portion of the surrounding country. yO | | 

- + 2 To the following-named portions of Baden: The island of Reichenau,the townof = = ———s J 

Biisingen, the Bittenharter-Hof, the towns of Jestetten and Flachshof, Gunzenrieder- os, | 

Hof and R:utehof, Lottstetten and Balm, Dietenberg, Nack, Locherhof, and Volken- | | 
_ bach, Dettighofen and Hiuserhof, Altenburg, Baltersweil, Berwangen, and Albftihren- te 
hof, near Weisweil. | - Oo a ar cea ) 

oe _As soon as the reasons shall no longer exist, which prevent the enforcement of this— cae | 

treaty in any of the states. and portions of territory mentioned under the foregoing 
| No. 1, the President of the North German Union shall notify the governments of the © ff 

. contracting other parties. The federal council of the Zollverein shall then fix the date a 4 

-when the provisions of articles III to V and X to XX shall take effect in that state or 
portion of territory. 0, | oo, | oe an rE 

ee Be : _ ARTICLE VII. — mo me OE 

. The laws concerning the matters specified.in article III, as well as the measures re- oan 
quired in the excepted localities (article VI) for the security of the customs frontier, = = | 
shall. be executed by the federal council of the Zollverein as the common organ - oo | 

_ of the governments and by the customs-parliament (Zollparlament) as the common - sé 
representative: of the population. Uniformity of the resolutions of the majority of ~~ . , 
both bodies shall berequired for a law of the Zollverein; their competency shall not — ae 

| extend to other than the matters above referred to. on a CO , yo. 

~The promulgation of the laws of the Zollverein in the territories of the contracting =... 
parties shall take place according to the usages which are there customary. | a a | 

| o ARTICLE VOTO 00 oS es a 

The following agreement is made as to the organization and competency of the fed- . ~— 
| eral eouncil of the Zollverein: © .. . .. - BO Le awe 

oe §1. The council shall consist of the representatives of the members of the North Ger- rs 
man Union and of the South German states. De . es |
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a. . In the council— : , | C0 Lag ONBENUI 
i . ng Se Bg Votes. . Votes, 

i - Prussia has...--..--2.. .-2-+-eeee ees. 17 | Anhalt -.22.2. eee eee eee eee 1 | 
i _ Bavaria .... 2.2... 222-22. .----.------ 6 | Schwarzbury-Rudolstadt.............. 1. ) 

ta  Saxony..---..-----..-.---.---...---. 4 | Schwarzburg-Sondershausen .....:--, 100°) 
i _. * ‘Wiirtemberg .. 22. ..0.2-.222-.-----. 4. | Waldeck.... 2.000.222. ee eee eee eee 
i . - Baden... ......---.------..-.-----.- 3 | Reuss older line.... 2.222. .222-2--2--. 1 | 
a | Hesse.....-------------.---.--------- 3 | Reuss younger line......--....2-..-2. To. | 
i - Mecklenburg-Schwerin.......-........ 2.| Schaumburg-Lippe ......-...-2......° 10 
0 Saxe-Weimar ............:----..----- 1 | Lippe...... 222 eee eee ee ee eee 1 | 

i +. Mecklenburg-Strelitz..........2...... 1] Liibeck .... 2... 020.0002 ..200. eee ET 
to Oldenburg .... 2.2.20. 00200--.-2----- 1 | Bremen ...... ieee lee eee eee eee L 2 
i | Brunswick ..............6...2--....-. 2] Hamburg .... 2.2.22... -2- eee eee eee ee LO | 

ae . Saxe-Meiningen.........2........-.-- 1 Le | — | 
; . Saxe-Altenburg.... 2... ..0022-eccee ee 1 Total... 22.2222. ee eee eee ee 58 
‘ | Saxe-Coburg-Gotha ....2....-........ Li]. ee . es 

- _ . § 2, Each state of the Zollverein may nominate for the council therof as many plen- — 
i ipotentiaries as it has Votes; the total number of votes, however, to which a state is | 
poo. - entitled can only be cast as a unit. Votes which are not represented orare not accord- | 
L- _. ing to instructions, shall not be counted. an | none i 

i. _- § 3. The council shall appoint from among its members permanent committees: © | 
i , _ 1. On duty and taxes. Looe wD eee see 
| | . 2. On trade and commerce. | me ER 
fo 3. On accounts. SO a oo Ss 
i _In each one of these committees atleast four states of the Zollverein shall be rep- | 
i resented besides the chairman, and each state represented therein shall be entitled to | 
i . only one vote. The members of the committees shall be elected by the council. - The | 
i composition of these committees shall be renewed for each session. of the council, i.¢6, =. ° 
i . each year; the outgoing members being again eligible. Such officialsas may berequired — | | 
i 7 for the performance of the neeessary work shall be placed at the disposal of the com- 
a: . mittees. : So 
d oo § 4. Each member of the council shall have the right to appear in the customs-par- 
' liawent, and upon his request he shall be heard there for the purpose of representing - 
i. the views of his government, even if they have not. been adopted by the majority of | 
i the council. No person shall, at the same time, be'a member of the council and of the 7 
| | customs-parliament. - rare | 
i | §5. It shall be the duty of the ‘president to afford to the members of the council the | 
1 _ gustomary diplomatic protection. pp Pa ee - PT 
{ __ §.6. The presidency shall belong to the Crown of Prussia, which, in the execution of | 
i the same, shall have the right to agree, in the name of the contracting parties, to treaties | 
i | of commerce and navigation. =~ ee | 
i. __ For the conclusion of these treaties, by which the stipulations of the existing treaty =| 
: . shall in no manner be infringed‘ upon, the consent of the council shall be necessary, and : 
f for their validity the approval of the customs-parliament. : we | 

oo _ _§7. The presidency shall have the right to convoke, to open, to adjourn, and to close | 
i the council. ce . an - Cote _ S | 
| _ _§8. The convocation of the council takes place annually. The customs-parliament | 

7: : shall not be convened without. the council. . 7 . . 2 
, . $9. The convocation of the council must take place as soon as it shall be demanded | 
i oo by one-third of the number of votes. — ° : , co 
i | §10. The right to preside in the council and to conduct its business shall belong to . | 
7 _. the representative of Prussia designated for that purpose. He shall have the right to © 
|. be represented in the management of its affairs by any other member of the council by 
‘ . -. means of substitution in writing. | co! : — | 
i _ §11. The presidency shall lay, in accordance with the resolutions of the council, the - 
| necessary bills before the customs-parliament, where they are supported by membersof - | 
to - the council or by commissioners especially appointed by the latter, = | 
i ' . §12. There shall be submitted to the council for its action: Be BT 
1 : _ 1. The lawful regulations under the provisions of article VII, which aretobe laid = 
i: before the customs-parliament or have been adopted by the same, inclusive of the — | 
, treaties of commerce and navigation. — ee ee | od 
im _ 2 The administrative directions and arrangements necessary for the execution . 
i | _ of the mutual legislation.. (Article VII.) oe : | 
: | 3. Defects which may present themselves in the execution of the mutuallegisla-  —_—_| 

jf tion. (Article VIL) = . eee ee OS | 7: 
i 4. The final adjustment of the proceeds of the duties laid beforeit by thecommit- —_ 
i. tee on accounts and of the taxes designated in article ITI, sections 3 and 4. 
i Each proposition made by one of the states of the Zollverein respecting the subjects. : 
i. n 1 to. 3, and by a controlling official respecting those in 3 (article XX), shall be sub- :
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ject to joint action. In ease of a difference of opinion, the vote of the president de- .—.—”_—Cés&K 

cides on subjects mentioned in 4 and 2, when. it.is.in.favor.of the maintenance of the | 

| existing regulations and arrangements ; in-all other cases the majority of votes shall | 

' decide, and in case of a tie the vote of the president. o | | og 

: ee - ARTICLE IX. | ce : | | 

| On thesubject of the organization and power of the customs-parliament, the follow- 

ing was agrerd to: me oe Oe - re Oo 

.  §1. The custoins- parliament (Zollparlament) shall be composed ofthemembersofthe — & 

- Parliament of the- North German Union and the delegates from the South German » | 

-—s- gtates, who shall be elected by universal suffrage, direct vote and secret ballot, in. | ce 

accordance with the law under which the elections for the first Parliament of the  . &s 

North German Union took place. Me re | | o : | 

-. The'right to determine citizenship shall be reserved to the legislature of the South oe ; 

German states, by which the eligibility of deputies to the customs-parliament isregu- E 

| lated. coe a pw es, POP a ) 

- § 2, Officials require no leave of absence to become members of the customs-parlia- ve a 

: In case a member of the customs-parliament accepts.in one of the states of the _ | 

_Z Jiverein a salaried. government office, or enters upon the duties of an office in the oo 

service of the government, he sball. lose his seat and vote in the customs-parliament,. oS 

. and be can recover his seat therein only by a new election. BT : 

. §3. The proceedings of the customs-parliament shall be public. | Ss | &| 

Truthful reports of the proceedings of the public sessions of the customs-parliament | 

7 shall not be subject to any responsibility. = : Co | , 

-. §4. The customs-parliament shall have the right, within the limits of the subjects: ee 

designated in article VII, to propose laws and to refer petitions addressed to ittothe -— pan 

federal council of the Zollverein, i. ¢., to its president... a | 

$5. The convocation, opening, adjournment, and closing of the eustoms-parliament | ms 

shall take place through the president. The convocation does not occur at regular oe 

| periods, but only when legislative necessity renders it expedient, or when itisrequested = = 

by one-third of the votes of the federal council. an SO a OO 8 

"§6. The deputies from the South German States shall be elected for three years. eke , 

After the expiration of that time new elections shall be held. The first elections shall ~ | 

take place as soon as the present treaty shall have been carried into execution. \ es 

| § 7. For the dissolution of the customs-parliament, a resolution to that effect of the - | 

_- federal council shall be requisite and the assent of the president. In case of dissolu- | 

tion, the voters shall be assembled within a period of sixty days thereafter, and the > | 

| customs-parliament within ninety days after dissolution, SE 

_ ‘The dissolution of the North German Parliament shall not render new elections in - a } 

the South German states necessary. | . : 

- § 8. Without the consent of the customs-parliament, its adjournment shall not ex- | 

-. eeed a period of sixty days, and shall not be repeated during the same session. oT 

 §9. The customs-parliament shall. examine the legitimacy of the election of its = = | 

~ members and decide thereon, provided this has not already been done previous to its oe 

assembling in cases of members belonging to the North German Parliament. It shall — | 

-. regulate independently the mode of transacting business and matters of discipline by oe 

its own rules, and also elect independently a president, vice-president, and clerk. — | eg 

_ §10. The customs-parliament shall decide by. an absolute majority of votes. To  ——«S(ZF 

. make a resolution valid; the prceseuce of a majority of the lawful number of members SS 

. Shall be deemed necessary. | : DO ag Se | 

' $11. The members of the customs-parliament shall be the representatives of the | a 

whole people, and they shall not be bound by commissions and instructions. = ey | 

412. No member of the customs-parliament-shall at any time be prosecuted on.ac- — cos , 
| count of his vote or atterances made in the execution of his functions or otherwise + . 

called to account outside of the assembly. == a : cee 4 
$13. Without the consent of the customs-parliament no member thereof shall, during | a 

| the period of its session, be subjected to an examination for a punishable offense, or be © = 

imprisoned, except when apprehended in the act or on the day next following. A | OG 

_ similar consent shall be necessary in the case of arrest for debt. SE 
At the request of the customs-parliament all judicial proceedings against a member I 

_ shall be suspended during the period of its session, as well as every arrest for the pur- — | | 
pose of investigation. © an a | 

— * §14. The members of the customs-parliament shall not be allowed to draw any salary | 

~ Or be compensated as such. mR Be te | . oe oe - 

| os a aan cre cee ARTICLE X. _ : oe | oo § 

7 - The proceeds of the duties on imports and exports, of the tax on salt and beet-root it | 
/ sugar, in those districts of the contracting parties which are subject to joint legislation, _ ae 

(article ILD, including those states or districts mentioned in article II, are in common, — an
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i : _. his mutual participation shall extend to the proceeds of the tax on tobacco, as ‘soon. 

it . as the provisions of section 4 of article III shall have been carried into execution. — - - 
i ~The following shall be excluded from the mutual participation and shall remain re-. ~ 
‘ia _. served for the use of the individual state governments, if special treaties between dif- 
: _ . ferent states do not provide otherwise: . a ce a eee 
a: . 1. The taxes which are collected in the interior of each state on domestic produc- 
t tions, inclusive of the duties exacted according to. article V on productions of the states.) 
z | : - of the Zollverein of the same kind. os oo , PE ag 
' 2, Water-tolls. S ae oe Se ne ee 
tO 3. Taxes on public highways, tolls.on pavements, dams, bridges, ferries, canals, —° 
4 , _ .locks, harbor-dues, as well-as charges for weighing and warehousing, or similar exac- 
7 tions of whatever kind.. ss oe BS ae 7 
7 4. Fines for violations of the laws relating. to tolls and taxes,and confiscations, | i 7 which, excepting the shares of the informers, are left to éach state government in its 
' territory, a a | oe 
' | eo oo ARTICLE XI, rr es. 

: . The proceeds of the taxes recéived in-common shall b9 diviled among the contract-.- 
7 - ing parties, including the states and districts mentioned in article IL, in proportion to — 
: th» population of the districts which are subject to joint legislation. (Article L11.) 0 
I  .These proceeds consist of the entire revenue receipts, after deducting— 
1 1, Reimbursements and reductions of taxes based upon the laws oF. general. regula- 
oo tions, 6 URS ues baa 

mt _ 2. Reimbursements forillegal exactions. = | Pe ey 
oe 3. Costs of collecting taxes'and of superintendence, viz: Spee nS i 

:- (4) The expenses in the import and export.duties which the protection and collec. 
. tion. of the duties .on the borders adjoining foreign countries and within the -border 

districts render indispensable. (Article 30 of the treaties of the 22d and 30th of March 
fs and 11th of May, 1333, as. well‘as of the 12th of May, 1835; article 13 of the treaties of — 
f the 10th of December, 1835, and 2d of January, 1836; article.29 of the treaty of 19:h of 
im October, 1241; article 30 of the treaties of the 4th of April, 1853, and 16th of May, 1805; | 
t | and article XVI of the treaty of this date.) re oo, oe So 
i . _  (b) The expenses in connection with the tax on silt caused by the payment.of.sal-_ - i 
| a ary to the officials in the salt mines. charged with the collection and control of ‘that. 7 
: tax. (Article 3 of the agreement of the 8th of May, 1867.) | 
fo (c) Reimbursements in connection with the tax on beet-root sugar, which are to - 

tf .. be granted to the individual states of the Zollverein according to the existi ng treaties | 
t _. fr the expenses incurred in the supervision of this tax. (Article 2 of the agreement | | 

i. _, A census of the districts of the contracting parties shall be taken every three years, 
i and the returns thereof laid before the federal council = | 

{ - The silver coins of the states of the Zollverein corresponding to the monetary =| 
ft convention of the 24th of January, 1857 (with the:exeeption of small money), sball be. | 
+  . -. -reeeivable at all tax-otfices of the Zvilverein; four thalers being equal to seve florins . | 
i _ as fixed by said convention. Respecting the acceptance of gold coins at the tax-offices, | 
| - =... the provisions of the monetary convention relating to the acceptance of these cuins . | 

| | shall remain in force. wo ee 7 oo i } , oo. ARticee XII : | oe i 
i Privileges to trades-people in the collection of duties, when such privileges notin = | 
; _ accordance with the laws on the subject, must be borne by that government which | 
; _ grantsthem. As to the limits within which sach. concessions are to be granted, the | 
1 . + existing agreements shall be applicable. ee ee Bo | 

oe _ Privileges in respect of duties on machinery and parts of machinery shall likewise : 
ae not be granted on privats account. oe oe Co 

i ane ARTICLE XIV... 7 a oo | 

, ' In accordance with the ebject of the Zollverein to.advance and facilitate commer- 
po _ cial intercourse, special privileges in respect to: duties derived from cer:ain fairs, i especially drawbacks, shall not be extended where at present they still.exist in the : 
Ee ss: Several states; but they shall be limited, as far‘as possible, yuder proper consideration = 

| of the industries of the places where fairs are held which have hitherto been favored, | 
; | ' as well as their commercial relations with foreign countries, and said privilegesshall, | 
i a8 soon as practicable, be envirely suspended, and new ones shall under no circum- : 

i, stances be granted without general assent. = Se | 

Be SO a ARTICLE XV. 00 oo SO | 

, Articles imported for the use of the courts of the high sovereigns and their ruyal fam- | 
i 0 ilies, or for the use of the ambassadors, envoys, and chargés d’affaires, &c., accredited |



_ to'their courts, shall not be exempted from the exaction of duties as fixed by the schedule ae 
7 of the tariff, and if drawbacks have been given.therefor.tbey shall not be charged to. | 

the common account. Neither shall reimbursements be taken into account which are : oe 
to be paid in one or the other state to former states of the empire, or to communes or - 4g 
private individuals, on account of discontinued rights to exact duties, or suspended priv- a 

_ jleges: On the contrary, each ‘state shall’ have the privilege to allow certain articlés | 
_ to be imported and-exported on free permits without the exacrion of duties. Such ar- 

ticles, however, shall be treated in conformity with the customs laws, and entered in &§ 
~- gpecial registers, which are to be kept like the ordinary registers, and the duties which | 
-- would have been exacted thereon: shall be charged in:the next adjustment of the reve- - | 
- nues to the state by which the free permits were issued.. Ts oe eC oe 

| ah AR TTORE XVI 
a ' With reference to the expenses of the collection and administration of the duties on oe 

- imports and exports, the following principles shall be observed: —- Soy Bee 2 ee 
1. No mutual patticipation therein shall be allowed, in the absence of other special oe 

| agreement. On the contrary, each government shall assume all expenses of collection __ 
and administration which may occur in its territory, whether they are caused by the. oe | 

_ -egstablishment and maintenance of chief or branch custom-houses, of custom-houses in a q 
| the interior, salt-mine tax-offices and warehouses, and the directions of the customs, or SoG 

_ by the maintenance of the ofticials employed in the customs service, and the pensions to | 
be paid to the latter,.or finally by auy other wants arising out of the administration” a , 
of thecustoms... . Ce a oo . oe 
°° 2, With reference, however, to that part of the expenses required on the borders ad- | 

_ joining foreign countries or within the border districts belonging to the same, forthe = 
authorities charged with the collection, supervision, and control-of the customs duties’ : , 

- and the custom-house guards, an agreement shall be made respecting the aggregate __ | 
gums which shall be deducted, in accordance with the provisions of article XI, from the ee 
annual gross receipts derived from duties and charged in common. we SF 

_... §. In determining the necessary expenses in states where the collection of special. — Gg 
taxes is connected with the collection of duties, only that portion of the salaries and Ms 

~  offic:al-outlays of the revenue. officers shall be taken into account which is equal to | 
- the ratio of their duties performed in. connection with the: revenues to those of their El 

. Office in general. 0 a, oS Oo wg ea 
. » 4, The subject of equalizing, as nearly as possible, the salaries of the officialsem- , 

- ployed inthe revenue and inspectors’ offices, as well as those-employed in the officesof of 
the directors of revenues, shall also be taken into consideration, = © 0 

_- Jt shall be obligatory on the states of the Zollverein to be responsible for the faithful == 7 
performance of the duties of the officials and employés appointed by them, and forthe. | 
safety of the funds and the conveyance of moneys, that any deficiencies in the revenues — poo ag 

. ‘caused by the dishonesty of officials or the embezzlemeut of moneys already paid in, — - es oll 
shall, in the division of the. revénues, be charged to, and borne by, that government by Ee 

_. which the official was appointed or by which the funds were collected. __ Le : oe 
Jn consideration of the fact that the expenses of maintaining the custom-houses in _ oo 

the interior of a state, or the supervision of salt-mines, are borne by each state of the . | 
 -Zollverein, it shall be optional with each of them to establish such nuimber of. offices | | 

| - within their territory as they may deem proper, so that, with reference to their com- — — | 
_. “petency and appointment of officials, no other restrictions shall take place than those =  —= 

which are allowed by.the customs regulations of the Zollverein andthe existinginstruc-. = = | & 
tionsand agreements. = ss Cog REE SN oe oT 

Oe The entire official correspondence on the subject of revenue matters between the au- . - 
__ thorities and officials of the states of the Zollverein, within the limits thereof, shall be | 
- . conveyed free of postage in all mails, and, to secure such free postage, the correspond- 4 

ence shall contain.on the outside envelope or wrapper the words, ‘‘On the customs _ at 
— gervice? oo | BE re 

oe The quarterly extracts to be produced at the expiration of each quarter by the reve- © sj 
uue authorities, and the settlements to. be made at the end of each year, andthe closing = | 

_. of the books respecting the revenues received during the quarter or the fiscal yearfrom == 
_.- the common taxes, shall, after examination, be consolidated in a principal: report by = °° § 

the supervising authorities, in which every item.of revenue shall be accounted forsepa- | 
rately, and these reports. shall be tratsmitted to the committee on accounts, (Article .  - 

| VIII, § 3.) In addition, said. committee shall receive, on or before the last day of March, =.  ~——J 
a general statement of the revenues received from the tax on beet-root sugar, aod of eee 
the expenses to be charged for the supervision of this tax, embracing the period of four _ | | 

- months, ending on the last day of December of the preceding year, and, on or before | ne 
| the 10th day of November, a statement embracing the period of eight months ending _- Fie, 

on the last day of August. ks - Oo eo | 
Upon the basis of these general statements the committee on accounts shallprepare  =§8 8 ~— f§f
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: _ between the contracting parties a temporary settlement of the revenues and the tax- 
| - on salt every. three months, and of the tax on beet-root sugar in the months of April and | 

_ Oe November of each year, which shall be sent to the central finance offices of the contract- 
a) _ ing parties, and arrangements shall at the same time be made to cover any deficit of 
a _ the one or the other party in its revenue receipts by reimbursement onthe part of those - 
. , _ parties who have received.a sirplus in the revenue receipts. Reimbursements, which 
' "are to be rendered upon the basis of the settlement of the tax on beet-root sugar for : 
7 20=—ti:~—C*s‘éee: four months: commie nnn: onthe first of September and ending on the last of De- 
; 7 cember, shall be due on the ist of September of the following year. po Se 
s =©6©. ~—._- Inorder that those of the contracting parties who may have occasiontobe reimbursed 
| ee from the treasuries of other governments for the purpose of covering their deficits in 
' the revenue receipts may receive each time their dues as soon as possible, a plan of di- 
i vision shall, at the same time with.every quarterly settlement, be laid down by the . : 
- committee on accounts, in- which the amounts shall be set aside in round sums which . | 
i a some of the contracting parties are to receive for the purpose indicated fromthe treas- 
: -ury of another party, and the treasury designated: by which the reimbursement is to — , 
i . be made. According to this plan of division, whieh is to be transmitted with each set- — 
: . tlement to the central finance offices, action. shall be taken and the necessary orders for = 

ia its execution shall be given, if no important objections to it exist, in which case they. 
:. a shall be communicated ‘fo the federal council without delay. The reimbursement | . 
: ' shall not. be held back on account of claims which have no connection with the settle- 
i - ment of the revenue receipts. SETS a ee Loe 
- On the oveasion of the transmission of the above-named pian of division, the com- 
| ee mittee shall state what proceedings were observed iu its preparation according to the — 
: wishes of the contracting parties, expressed in advance, and to what extent their | 
2 express approval of any proposition can be definitely accepted. - Be 
i "The coinmittee shall submit the annual statement of accounts, with their remarks, | 

Zz | to the federal council for final decision. ae CO 

, | ee ~ ARTICLE XVIII. . . | | 

i . _ The right of pardon and the right of commutation of sentence shall be reserved to | 
; every state of the union within its territory. The periodical reports of the pardons | | 
j granted shall be communicated to the federal councilof the Zollverein. 

' | oS ARTIONE KIX, | 
ft The collection and administration of common taxes (article X) is left to éach state — | 
i a of the Zollverein within its territory, in the same manner asit has exercised the right =~ 
: heretofore. Therefore, the officers and employés shall also hereafter be appointed by — 
i the local governments, in each of those states, for the collection and supervision of cus-. 
{ . toms of local and distriet places which, according ‘to special stipulations and uniform =~ 

: _ provisions, shall be designated, occupied, and instructed. In each of these states of = = 
i the Zollverein, with the exc ption of the Thiiringian territory, the discharge of the : 

ia duties of the local and district authorities, as well as the execution of the common tax © 
Poo laws in general, is transferred to one or, if necessary, to several boards of customs, which = 
i. are subordinate to the adininistration of the respective states. = = = oe | 
, |... © The organization of the boards of customs and the regulation of their business trans- | 
to actions is left to the separate state authorities; but their sphere of operation.can only =~ 
i - be limited by an instruction of the federal council of the Zollverein, unless otherwise 
‘ieee stipulated by the present convention or in the common customs laws. 7 
ft In the Thiiringian united territ ry the common inspector-general, in connection 

i - with the federal council and with the cus‘oms authorities of the other states of the | 
i . Zollverein, performs the functions ‘of a board of customs... -_ . a Po | 

; | en | > Articnp XXL oO e | 
i The president shall be charged with the observance of legal forms in the collection: | 
- - and administration of the common taxes. To this end, after hearing the committee for — 
i ---- ¢ustoms and taxes of the federal council (article VIII, § 3), the presidency shallappoint «| 
i . the principal board of customs on the frontiers aswell as in the interior (principal tax | 
' offices with warehouses), and also the directing board of officers of the Zoliverein.. 
i . The comptrollers who are attached to the principal offices shall take notice ofall . | _ 
po the transactions of the principal and the secondary offices in regard to the custody of 

i — the frontier and the procedure for the collection of duties and taxes, and see that law- 
ful proceedings are observed and also the correction of whatever defects may occur, | 

i but for the rest shall desist from any other controlling action. Their official functions: 
i; and their authority shall be regulated by an-instruction. The authorized inspectors. 

it - attached to the board of direction shall procure full:information in regard to all the — 
. management of affairs which relate to the present convention of the Zollverein. _ 
i . . Their business relation shall. be. more precisely defined in a separate instruction, 
i, based upon unlimited truthfulness on the part of the managers, in relation to all the



-. matters of the corporation and the facilitation of all means by which reports onthe ~— 

| subject can be obtained ; while, on the other hand, their attention should be called in —- : 

all candor to dispose of in a suitable manner all occurring delays and differences In 5 

opinions. ele, oo. | o . OE 

‘The ministers or the high functionaries of the states of the Zollverein shall, moreover, | 

| communicate, upon demand, to the federal council all desired information in regard to 

mutual transactions. es ne a oT Ed 

~The salaries and all other expenditures of the comptrollers of the Zollverein and of | of 

the authorized agents are defrayed by the union, a ee 

Se ARTICLE XXT a ee - : 

The contracting parties shall only issue patents for inventions and for privileges of 

| - in accordance with the established principles of the agreement of September 21, 12842. . 

. Sbould. one of them desire, during the period of the present convention, to recede . 

from this obligation, it shall then announce its withdrawal to the other contracting = 

parties three months beforehand. This withdrawal, however, shall not extend to the | os 

| _-provision under No. III of the said agreement, or to the obligation to treat the subjects 
_of the other contracting parties ia regard to the granting of, patents, as alsoinregard = > 

to the protection of established rights, in the same manner as their own subjects. | 

a ARTICLE XXII: , : oe - 

7 Turnpike-tolls, or other taxes-existing in their stead, as well as moneys for paving, | —.&§ 

dike-taxes, bridge-coll, and ferriage, or under whatever name such taxes may exist, Te 

- whether the collection be for the account. of the state or of a private individual enti- | » : 

| tled to such taxes, and especially when it is made for a commune, shall be retained.or | - 
newly introduced on turnpikes, as well as on unpaved roads, which form a direct . ; 

means of communication between the coterminious states of the Zollverein, and where | : 

| ‘more extensive commerce and traveling take place, only in such an amount as is suffi- a 

-. gient for the usual expenses of repair and maintemance.© ce | oo 

- The turnpike-tolls as specified in the Prussian tariff of turnpike-tolis of the year | a 

| 1828, shall be considered as the highest rate, and in future shall not be exceeded in” | 

the territories of the contracting parties; with the sole exception of turnpike-toll on- ae 

~. - -gneh turnpikes as may be built by corporations or by private individuals or stock com- ' 

panies, and when the turnpikes are branch roads or are only used for the local tratfic : 

und connection of separate districts and neighboring places with larger cities or with  &§ 

the main commercial roads. | - a soe oes a 

. By the stipulated obligations entered upon in regard to the rate of turnpike-tolls, -  &§ 

_. Oldenburg is bound not to increase the present turnpike-toll rates. — Be - 

The special collection of gate-money and money for paving, shall, on turnpikes 7 | 

| where these still exist, be abolished, according to the aforesaid regulation ; the pav- | 

ing of the districts shall be thus included in the whole extent of the turnpike, so - | 

that only the turnpike-tolls shall be collected according to the common tariff. — , 

- - . ARTICLE XXIII. Re noe a 

Waterage and also river navigation dues, including those which are levied upon ‘ves- | | 

| sels (receipt dues) shall also in future, on such rivers where the stipulations of the 7 , 

- - Vienna congress or of special state conventions are also applicable, be paid b the — | 

. navigation, according to those provisions; provided no special’‘arrangement isorshall a 

. be agreed upon. _ | | | | ae as 

| Upon other rivers, to which neither the acts of the Vienna congress nor ofthe state | oe 

| conventions are applicable, the waterage and river dues are collected according-to the 7 | : 

special regulations of the respective governments. These dues, however, shall not ex- _ Bo | 

= ceed the amount of + groschen per Zollverein-hundredweight or 1 kreutzer, per Bava- — . — 

- vian hundredweight per mile. On all these rivers each state of the Zollverein shall ; 

-- treat the merchandises and vessels belonging to persons of other states thereof, and 4 

‘particularly those of inland navigation, on an equal footing with its own. , | ea 

: SDS Se ARTICLE XXIV. PR re 

pa Staple rights and sale rights in the territories of the contracting parties shall also in : ' 

| future be inadmissible. a : - 7 CS YE 
| No person shall be compelled to load or unload, except in cases where the general |; 

- eustoms laws or the ship’s regulations admit or-prescribe the same. co + | 

OP0 D eke ARTICLE XXV._. : . oT 4 

. anal, sluice, bridge, ferry, harbor, weighing, elevator, and warehouse duties and , 
| expenses for the operation of contrivances, which are designed to facilitate traf- - ae 

- fic, shall only be collected in compliance with the existing regulations thereon, and, . co 

with exception of the duties collected from navigators of artificial water-channels | |
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a: . _ which are not the property of the State, shall not exceed what is necessary for mainte- | 
1 mance and the usual repairs. All these dues shall be collected by the officialsin all the — 
- _ states of the Zollverein in an impartial manner, regardless of the future consamp- | 
a | tion of the goods. Should it- become necessary to resort to weighing, in order to deter- 
ij. . . mine the customs, or, in general, a customs regulation, no exaction of fees shall be made — | 
q - therefor, a ae : | Se 
Be ARTICLE XXVI. ~ Oo | a 
a ©=6—CS.:~S—=<i«*é‘sé«éiie Contacting’ parties shall co-operate, by adopting uniform laws, with the view of | 
] ss promoting industry by granting the privilege to subjects of one state to obtain work | 
; | and carry on business in another state. ae —_ er ae 
] . _There shall be no other tax imposed upon subjects of the states of the Zollverein who _ 
re _ earry on business or industry or who seek work in the territory of another state, than - | 
; one equal to that to which its own citizens in a similar occupation are subj:cted. © | 
rE . ‘Also, all merchants, manufacturers, and other tradesmen, who can prove that they } | 
; _ have paid for carrying on their business the lawful taxes to the state of the Zollvevein | | 
‘ where they reside, when making purchases, either in person or through their employed . 7 
7 _ travelers, or soliciting orders by samples carried with them, shall not be obligéd to: | 
7 pay any further taxes in the other states of the union. Also, the subjects of one state 
i; _ of the Zollverein, in visiting the markets and fairs of another state thereof for'com- — . 
: - mercial purposes and for the sale of their own products and manufactures, shall be | ! 
Pe treated in those states in the same manner as their own subjects. | rr | | 

i eee ~ .. ARTICLE XXVIT. - | 
i — _ The contracting parties shall co-operate. for the purpose of effecting for the progress 
1 of reciprocal commerce'and industry a uniformity in the system of measures, and, as far 
7 -"- as may be necessary, in the system of: weights of their territories. | , a | 

; oo Ce - ARTICLE XXVIII. SO 7 | 

i The sea-ports of the states of the North German Union shall be opened to the com- | 
7 merce of the other contracting parties on payment of the same dues as those levied | 
i | _ upon their own citizens. ‘The consuls of the one or the other of the contracting parties | 
: who are stationed at foreign sea-ports and at other commercial places shall also be 
i . requested to use their good offices in such ¢ases in behalf of the subjects of the other | 
i _°  statesof'the Zollverein, ‘ OF 
; _ ae ARTICLE XXIK: a ae | 
i The present convention-shall take effect on the 1st of January, 1868. In case,onthe | 
i _ Astof January,1876, no notice of revocation on either part shall be given, by the contract- __ 
|_| ..__., ing parties, the treaty shall be considered as extended for twelve years longer, and so on | 
1. : every twelve years. It shall at once besubmitted to the contracting parties for ratifi- | 
. | cation; and the exchange of the ratifications shall take place at Berlin not later than: — 
po the 31st of October of the current year. By Ag ee Oe | 

i : Done at Berlin, July 8,1867, 3. ONE Ae als a ey re 
fo | ae ae vy POMMER ESCHE. [L.8.] | 
i. = | oe — a : . Vv. PHILIPSBORN. — [Lu s.]  f 

ht , | ~ * DELBRUCK = [L.8s.} | 
| ae . . - | | ~. WEBER. - S EIe SJ 
i | 4 oe . GERBIG. =. [us]. | 
| - 7 : | v. THUMMEL. —~ [L.3.]. | 
| | oo _-v. SPITZEMBERG. [Ls] | 
: | | a | —.  -  RIECKE. | [i.-8.] . | 
: | Co | an a MATHY.,. Pa Se | 
: re oo — : EWALD. | Fn p | 

: I . oe a UY, LIEBE. | —. [spo | 

i a - The ratifications of the above treaty have been exchanged at Berlin. a | 

i : ss HENAL ‘PROTOCOL TO THE CUSTOMS-UNION TREATY. - | ee 

Fog (Negotiated at Berlin July 8, 1867.) oo ot 7 

it. _ The undersigned have met this day in order to sign, after another joint reading, the = | 
i treaty entered into with the high authority of their sovereigns relative to the continua- 

; - tion of the*customs and commercial union, on which occasion the following additional 
f declarations, resolutions,.and explanatory remarks, prior to closing the negotiation, . | 
1 _ ‘were adopted ina final protocol to that end. — BO Ce



: eek er PES . 1.—To article TFofthe treaty, 0 So | ve, 

1. The agreement which is made in article I of the treaty in reference to the efficacy |G 
| of the treaties mentioned therein, shall be also applicable to those particular stipula- : 

tions and agreements which are included. in the requisite protocols of those treaties, as | ; 

also in general to all the egreements entered into for furthering the internal develop- . —  £§ 

ment of the Zollverein. | on | oe : : 

2, By the stipulation iu this article, in view of the particular situation existing in | 
 Schleswig-Holstein, no present action shall be taken with regard to the establishment _ — 

therein of the proposed customs organization.  — Oe me Bos 

Po Be ; a - 2.—To-article ITI, $7, of the treaty. : oe Ls Dene | - 

| It has been agreed upon that as an exception to the principle hitherto adhered to  &§ 

. in the execution of the requirements of § 43 of the customs-law, pig-iron and old cast | | 

oo iron, made use of by iron-founderies, iron-mills, and rolling-miils whose manufactures.  &§ 

are exported to foreign countries, or which are used for the construction of vessels, 5 

| shall, be exempted from duty, under conditions which are more definitely stated in 

. Appendix A. | os ed Be E 

| a 3.—To-article IV of the treaty. | On &—E 

‘It is understood thatthe stipulation in article IV, which excludes the continuance of Oe 

the prohibition of the importation of playing-cards, now existing in the several states | 

of the Zollverein, does not impede the. privilege of the administration thereof to levy a a 

stamp-duty on imported playing-cards coming from within the state or from other =~ - 

states, or coming from abroad into the Zollverein. The latter shall not impose a higher | 

tax upon foreign playing-cards than on those manufactured in the country where the |  & 

-. duty is collected. Playing-cards which are shipped from one state of the Zollverein to. = oe 

another, in which a stamp-duty is collected, whether they remain there or are merely in | 
- transité, shall be subject to the requirement of a transit receipt. © By ha Sos 

he To article V, No. 11, §§.2, 8, 4, 5, and 7 of the treaty. nT 

|. ‘The stipulations contained in article I of the treaty of the 16th of May, 1865,under  =—sSG 

--No. IL, §§ 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7, respecting the tobacco internal revenue, are therefore not = | 

-_ gited in the treaty of to-day’s date, because they will be disposed of so soon as the ap- . 

- propriate resolutions of article III, § 4, of the treaty -of this day’s date shall be acted | 

‘upon. They remain, therefore, until that time in full force. | me oe 

a 7 5.—To article V,§ of thetreaty, = 
An abstract of the rates which are collected in those states of the Zollverein where . | 

internal taxes are imposed upon the production and manufacture of certain products, - 

and which receive a drawback on the re-exportation of such products to other states of | 

. the said union, will be found in Appendix B. | ae | | 

: es | - 6.—To article VI of the treaty. : - me | 

‘ . For the states hitherto belonging to the Zollverein, those regulations remain intact «| 

which relate at present to facilitating the traffic of remote parts of the country with 

the main parts of the union. oo . i a | | | 

- | _ 7.—To article VITI, § 3, of the treaty. oe | . ple eo | as | 

- The amount placed at the disposal of the committees for salaries of officers shall be 

-- divided between the North German Union and the South German states in the propor- 

. tion which the duties and taxes accruing to the treasury of the former hold to the | a 

- ghares received by the latter from the taxes to be divided equally, according to article os | 

-X of the treaty. oo . Se oo . 

| a < . &—To article VIII, § 6, of the treaty. « a 4 

| Prussia, without detriment to her exceptional power to conclude, on behalf of the - | 

_- Yoilverein, treaties of commerce and navigation, shall invite the adjoining states of. — 7 : 

| the union to participate in treaties with Austria and Switzerland, and in the final ne- |  &| 

 gotiations. In the event of an agreement not being reached, it shall nevertheless | coe 

 Temain intact, according to the provisions of § 6. “ — a a 

9 To article VILL, § 12, of the treaty. - oes Sk 

-- 1, The functions which, according to the resolutions, regulations, and. agreements | Loe : 

cited in the present protocol, of § 1, are transmitted to the general conference, shall oe 

pass over. to the federal council of the Zollverein.. . | : | _ : | 

2, It is agreed upon that the federal council of the Zollverein shall also dispose of all : 
| those matters appertaining to its sphere of. business which had their origin before the =. |
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i. 7: Ast January of the coming year, and which could not have been acted upon, in con- 
i _. .. formity with the treaty made. GT a ) 

i. oo oe — 10.—To article XL of the treaty. ee et ge : 

3 _ In order to avoid disadvantages, which, by the renewed stipulations of this datein —. 
a _. article XIT of this treaty, the reciprocal adoption of silver coin for payments at all the — 
i custom-houses might cause, by reason of the existing differences of the coin valuation, . . 
3 SO , it-is resolved that, | a - oe a oO ee 
7 (a) The payments due to other states of the Zollverein for settlements of general tax | 

. -. receipts, and when they cannot be paid to that state in coin received by the custom-. | 
q . house, or in the coin of the latter having an exsct valuation with that of the former, | 
i _. shall be paid only in thalers of the Zoliverein (article 8 of the coinage treaty of the | : 
a — 24th January, 1857), or in whole thalers or gulden pieces, but not in fractions thereof. | ; 
7 _ (6) The fractional parts of thalers received ia those states of the Zollverein which © - | 
7 reckon in guldens, and on the other hand fractional parts of guldens received in those | 
a -. ‘states which reckon in thalers, when the rectiving state cannot dispose of them by | 
4 -. due payments resulting from settlements, shall on demand be exchanged at the near- 
3 | est treasury office of the state of the union whose stamp they bear, for whole thalers | 

- or gulden, respectively, and no expense shall accrue to the state making the exchange. — 

BO ALTo article XIII of the treaty. ee 
7 oe The statement annexed under.C contains those amounts which shall be allowed asa | 

oe maximum for drawback on newly-built vessels whose iron parts cannot be specially . | 
go ‘proven. a Tk | a | 
| ae pe BO 12.—To article XIV of the treaty. re : 
7... ‘The articles enumerated in No. 6 f, 2.and 3, No. 10.c, No. 12 g, No. 19 a and b, No. 21. 

oe a1, No. 27 6, ¢, d, and. e, No. 31 ¢, No. 35 0 and'c, No. 38 b, c, and d, and No. 40 b and G, 
i of the second part of the tariff of the Zollverein, which was in force until the Ist July, 
i _ 1869, shall in future be exempt from the payment of duty, notwithstanding the fact. | 

me that they are now taxed with lower rates according to the tariff of customs existing at : 
a present, than the minimum. rates established in § 3 of the regulations of December 4, . 

oo 1833, governing the Leipsig fair, and similar rules governing the fairs of other places. | 

] 4 8.-—-To article XVI of the treaty, eS | 

1 | In respect to the particularly unfavorable proportion which exists between the 
— length of the taxable frontier of the duchy of Oldenburg on the one hand and its area _ 

to and population on the other, Oldenburg shall in future be exceptionally allowed an | 
i: | addition to its aggregate sum, the amount not exceeding 4,500 thalers. © 2 | | 

| Bn | (14.—To article XXVIII of the treaty of April 44,1853. 7 

: | In conformity with the resolution in No. 13 of the final protocol of May 16, 1865, a | 
| a - special board of direction shall be established in Oldenburg. — Soe Ce | 

: oo, -15,:—To article XX of the treaty. | re | | 

: : _ - 1. Prussia, in exercise of the power incumbent upon her according to article XX of the 
:— . treaty of this day, shall admit also-officers from rhe other states of the Zollverein, in 

3 ~ ¢onformity with the wishes of the respective authorities. — ae | | 
| ee _ 2. As a foundation for the instruction cited in this article, which shalldetermine the | 

_-—. «sphere of business operation of the agents. attached to the board of direction of the 
i - states of the Zollverein, it is resolved that such agent shall be entitled to exercise the | 
i. following functions: OF oe oo - : 
i | (a) He can be present at all the sessions of the board of direction. Every resolu- 
fo tion or directions passed by that body or the presiding officer in regard to the manage- | 

. *. ment of the general taxes, by which the subordinate authorities have to be governed, —s 
, . shall be submitted to him when he is present in a draught form for his consideration 
| _. before it is executed, and cannot be acted upon without hisapproval thereof. =} 
oe _ (6) The agent cannot refuse or delay his approval of the resolutions ; he is, however,. _ 

| allowed in granting the same, when he apprehends that the execution of the resolutions 
| oO will prove disadvantageous tothe Zollverein, to note down his dissenting views on the i 
{ -.. draught and to demand that the board of direction shall at least, in issuing the decree, I 
a communicate with its superior department relative to the resolution in question. | 
Po | (c) If the latter shall fail to procure immediate redress, or the departments and the | 
/ . .*.s guperior revenue authorities of the respective states shall not, in the mean time, have . [ 

| -eome to an understanding through correspondence, recourse shall be taken to the federal. i 
i council of the Zollverein,.in ‘order that the difference and any eventual claims ofthe | 

j oe Zoliverein for damages against that government whose authorities have given rise to | : 
,. a the same may be decided. | re a a . |
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_ (da) The. agent has also the privilege of making inquiries into the frontier service - - 
and into the functions of inspectors. stationed: along the lineof the custom-houses, and — 

_ Into the management of the collection of duties and revenues in the territory where foe 
__ he is accredited, in which purpose he may be assisted by officers appointed to this end. Oo og 

_ The agent is, however, at such inspections, unauthorized to.give orders to thé revenue | og 
_. officers.or to the excisemen, or to issue regulations in regard to the management of 7 a 

business, but shall rather make a motion to the respective board of direction for a a 
_ speedy removal of the deficiencies discovered by him. = —™ ee ao 

- _ (e) The special agent, as well as every member of the board of direction, has the 3 
__.. power to inspect the documents, the books, the accounts, and the register of these offi-  &§ 

_ ¢lals.as also of the revenue and custom-house authorities. eee | 
a4 _ (f) He may examine the accounts on general taxes and make remonstrancesagainst ~ So 
_. the same, but shall not, however, stop the keeping and receiving thereof, and shall also ss 
- . not prevent the superior official authorities from passing a decision upon the remon- =. 

_  Strances made by the keeper of the accounts. Should he find the decision not condu- | | ¢ive to the interests of the Zollverein, he shall bring the subject in question to the — es 
| notice of the federal council == ==... : pe re BE 

: Nee . a —. 16.—To article XXII of the treaty, , ee a 

__ In regard to the treaty on turnpikes in the kingdom of Saxony, and. in the countries a | 
belonging to the Thtiringian union, where miles are equal in length to those of Saxony, .. § 
it shall remain intact, according to the agreement entered into in the final protocol De El 
of the treaties of the 30th of March and the 11th of May, 1833. : Og 

| ae So ‘17.—To article XXVI of the treaty, _ oe | 

7 It. has been also agreed that tradesmen and travelers, as specified in the third = 
paragraph of article XXVI, shall not in future carry with them merchandise for. sale, Be : 

_ but may themselves convey the goods purchased to the place of destination. | CE 
_ The form which is to be used for certificates of trade-licenses is appended under D. |. t 

_ All the plenipotentiaries mutually give to one another assurance, that, as occurred | 
With previous treaties of the Zollverein, their governments, in ratifying the treaty, | NE 

__ will also consider the amendments contained in the present protocol as approved and fe | 
_ binding, without any further official ratification of the latter. The sole original treaty re 

_ Shall then be signed and sealed by the plenipotentiaries, and deposited and preserved Ss 
_ for the whole Zoliverein in the royal Prussian state vaults for secret archives ; and cop- — El 

jes, after being duly certified by the Prussian authori:ies, shall at onee be delivered to . 7 | 
the plenipotentiaries and the various governments of the Zollverein. - ur 

_ _ It finally being shown that the ratification of the treaty for the North German Union | : } 
had to be made by the President only, and. that as had already occurred in preceding | , 

_ similar cases, such a form of ratification could be chosen by which the subject of the > | 
latter should be sufficiently designated without a complete insertion ofthearticlesof = |. 
the treaty, after the present protocol was duly read, one copy thereof wassigned, and, “© § =—”—s«d(&R 
together with the original treaty, taken charge of by the royal Prussian plenipotenti- - .-  =°—sté‘<i@S*r 

"aries, on the condition that certified copies should be immediately furnished. to there- © a 
mamning plenipotentiaries, and the original transmitted to the royal secret. state = os 
archives. | oo | | - - oe | a og 

eae " oe —_ ~  V. POMMER ESCHE. v. SPITZEMBERG. | SE “ ee | - 7  .  W, PHILIPSBORN. © RIECKE. ae on | poe Se re : ~ DELBRUCK. MATHY. | 

| fey ETS : a . GERBIG. a THON. ee | 
seg ee Bee - v. THUMMEL. — Vv. LIEBE, ae ET 

a ae APPENDIX No. 9.—CONTINUED, Eee ne Oo oe 

MOEN A.— Annex to' No. 2 of the final protocol. — te oT 

1. The privilege is allowed only to manufacturers who have committed no offense as _ Eon 
- regards observance of the customs laws. | Ee . | a ~ | 

_2&. The use of a private warehouse for foreign’ unmanufactured ironof allkindsand =i‘ 
old iron shall be allowed to manufacturers, and to this the authorities shall have the _ 
right of entrance. Manufacturers to whom such privilege is granted shall furnish a | 

_ secure and closed place of deposit for the purpose at their own expense. The general oe
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j _ provisions with regard to private warehouses, to which the customs authorities have 
7. access, are also applicable to this warehouse. — | ON Sa - 
j _. The iron may also be deposited in a public warehouse. ; ge wos | 

’ a 3. An account shall be kept for each manufacturer, showing the amount of foreign 
a, iron imported and warehoused, and the kinds and amount of the goods manufactured! , 
7 ae therefrom, and exported, deposited in a public warehouse, or used for domestic ship-— | 

_ building. : ) a : Ee | 

| a 4. When iron is to. be removed from the warehouse to be manufactured for foreign | 
- countries or for ship-building, the manufacturer shall give previous notice thereof, in - | 

_ writing, to the proper department of customs or taxes, stating what goods are to be | 
a manufactured therefrom. . oo | | 
j | , The amount notified shall be delivered from the warehouse, and the delivery marked _— | 

| on the notice and registered in the account. s ee | | : | 

a 7 5. A copy of the warehouse account shall be-furnished when the exportation, the 2 
i a Aleposit in a public warehouse, or the use for ship-building of the articles manufactured ! 

from the iron delivered, has been certified.. This shall be done according to the weight —_ 
i of these articles. ae oe | 

| 6. At the close of each quarter the customs-duty shall be paid ; this shall be equal | 
3 to the difference between the weight of the quantity notified from the warehouse dur-. | 

- _ ing the last quarter but one, and the weight of the quantity copied from the warehouse | 
7; account in the course of the last quarter. If the latter quantity is greater than the : 
. former, the difference shall be reckoned at the close of the next quarter. oo | 

a _ 1%. Inventories of stock on. hand shall be made as the customs authorities may think | 
’ a best, but an inventory of all the stock shall be made at least once a year. Do J 

| — | 8. Manufacturers must keep their books so that it may ‘be seen without any special , 
a — difficulty what kind of goods have been manufactured and what material has been 2 
] 7 used for that purpose. The officers whose duty it is to examine these books shall at | 
i _-.- all times be permitted to have access to them. It shall also be the duty of manufac- : 
i turers to show all their books and-correspondence, if this is requested by the principal 2 
: -officer, in order to show whose orders they are executing, and whether they are using : 
i - _—-- domestic crude iron or wrought iron, and, if so, to what extent. ee | 

i . 9. The customs authorities may also, if they think proper, order supervision to be 
7 -exercised in other respects, but they shall especially cause the work done by the facto- 
: ' ries to be carefully inspected. The officers charged with this duty shall be admitted | 
i ‘to every part of the factory at all hours of the day or night, so long as work is per- / 

{ 7 ‘formed in the factory, => CES ae Oe | 

; c - 10. The customs authorities may at any time withdraw the privilege. It shall al- - | 
: “ways be withdrawn when a manufacturer has incurred a fine on account of frand, and ; 
i --it may also be withdrawn when a book-keeper or workman employed in the factory | 
; po - has been punished with a fine for offenses committed by him in the interest of the | 
| :manufacturer. OO SS | 

i , 11. Manufacturers shall be subjected toa fine (said fine to be fixed by the controlling _ | 
3 *board), not exceeding 100 thalers, in all cases in which they shall not obey customs- } 
: | _ -.ordinances issued by the proper authorities; this they shall do under penalty of the : 
to withdrawal of the privilege in the event of their continued refusal to obey. |
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as an APPENDIX No. 9.—CONTINUED. 9° . - | ; 

Oe : po — B.—Annex to No. 5 of the final protocol, ee 

- Statement of the rates of taxes which, in those states of the Zollverein wherein internal taxes moe 
'. - are levied upon the production or preparation of certain commodities, shall be collected upon re. 

similar commodities produced in other states ofthe Zollverein. — mS a ok 

- _ ce Remarks on the re- To 
oo rs rn Rate of taxation in—|: funding of taxes in = 
| # | States of the Zollverein in | Basis for the col- | | exportation to other. &€ 

2 which the tax is collected. . lection. ee _ States. of the Zoll- - oo g 
oe BP Bs ao |... |. -verein or to foreign | ws 

| i, | | a Thalers. |Florins.| countries. a 

to a | Thiresgr. pf.) Fl. kr. _ Ce at E 
L.—On leaf-tobacco and manu- |. oac \ pe Ra | S 

| Jactured tobacco. . . ee a po . 7 ; 

‘ 1) Prussia (not including the Ho- | } do fo. ee  ,  &§ 
henzollerns). Also in close . . . . | 

"| union with Prussia (accord- | , , ££ 
ee ing to the dates of the treat- | . . 

: ~ | des): a qf. - E 
oo (a) In Schwarzburg- oo a to. 

- | - Sondershausen: ‘‘ die Unter- . . . : 
-. herrschaft. ”’ oo . oy 
_.. (0) In Schwarzburg-Ru- ae Fe , | pe , z 

an dolstadt: “die Unterherr-.)| ° : oo 
: schaft.” . ; ao . . | . : oe 

_ 1° (e) In the Grand-Duchy of ne on mo 
a Saxony: the districts of All- ae So en : re oo . . 

- gtedt and Oldisleben. ve . ae ; 
| (a) Anhalt. | — | | | 

| *(e) The Principality of - | - oe a 
i Lippe. oe tp. oe — . es 

: _ (f) In Mecklenburg- ae coe . oe 
. . Schwerin: the towns of Ros- ||. ~ | 7 . a, : R 

oo sow, Netzeband, and Schéne- . fo a 
7 ‘berg. : | oo . ; 

~ > f(g) In Saxe-Coburg-Gotha: | |. fe. ee oe Ce 
Volkenrode. | oe re - 

ms (hk) In Oldenburg: the : Oo ot LT . . ; om 
oo Principality of Birkenfeld. So * , | , 

(i) Waldeck and Pyrmout. | oo . a q 
(k) Schaumburg-Lippe. doo a | 
(t) The zone dependent on | . i Se 

Bremen. “os ; ; oS 
- 2 | Saxony. u | : . | CO | ee 

~ 3 | Thiringian Union. . . vo 2 
- Thereto belong, in addition oe " Oe 

tL tO the Fenssian portions as- | > Cwt (Zollzentner) 0.20 .0)].1 10 ¢ In Hohenzollorn-s ae ne : signed toit: : ee py - gatas a 
% (a) The Grand-Duchy of | a ape | collected on tobacco a , 

| Saxony, exclusive of the dis- | - int tured tobacco ee 
oe tricts of Ostheim and All- | - «.,J.-factared tobacco. 

'  gtedt, with Oldisleben, but a : ft = 7 | = ft 
| inclusive of the town of Mel- | ue Cy ee 

per, which belongs to the oy, | es - 
7 district of Ostheim. | | ne ap . a! 

— fp (b) The Duchy of Saxe- . Lo | te 
~ | Meiningen. -. Do ly Awad Po . Lo ren } 

. - --. (e) The Duchy of Saxe-Al- ce | | mo ae, i 
—. - tenburg. . . ‘ oe . a 

--/-° (d) The Duchy of Saxe- | So , 1 . Da . . , 
- Coburg-Gotha, exclusive of vos pS ot |. oe Oe a a & 
oe the districts of Kénigsberg. | | | oo : | | | 

a and Volkenrode, ee or . [ oe CF . 
Se (e) The sovereign Princi- | : a 1 | ne OE 
% pality of Schwarzburg-Ru- | . | | 
: | dolstadt.. a . - } 

(f) The sovereign Princi- | | a ns 
_ pality of Schwarzburg-Son- a . 

dershausen. | | : ; : . | | oe | 
mS ‘(g) The Principality of || a oe ae voi ae 

Reuss—elder line. | I a | - . oe 
oe | (h) The Principality. of . ae . WS 

co Reuss—younger line. . a | . a . | 
4 | Brunswick. : . . : oe 
5 | Oldenburg, exclusive of. the oO : | . - 

oo . Principality of Birkenfeld foo ho . a 
a and including the zone de- . oT oe a 

oe pendent on Bremen. ae . we 
6! Luxemburg ) Oo - { .
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oo a Statement of the rate of taxes, §c.—Continued. es a 

4 fe oe oe : 7 ; - - | Remarks on the re- . | 
a a -.. | Rate of taxation in—| funding of taxes in 4 | States of the Zollverein in | Basis for the col- |. exportation to other - a Bg |. the tax is collected. - lection. — states of the Zoll- q . oo g 7 | a _ | Verein or to foreign | 
3 Dl "G, - ~~ oo Thalers. |Florins.| countries. mee | 

3 al . , Chir. sgr. pf.| Fl. kr. . 4 ae ‘| REMARK.—The transit-tax in | —_ . : oo me | 
at Se the above-mentioned states of . . nO a 7 | aa a the Zollverein to be paid on |. © fe ae a , Ro leaf-tobaccoand manufactured | . oc : - | 
4 0. | tubaccéo isa general one,andis |. - af. : . - a “| 
q Se divided. Trade in tobacco is | . oe ep — | 4 a carried on free between. these fo oe _ . od 4 Be states. 7 Sf . . 4 
q _ IL—On beer. a sO Cone - 7 | 
q _ 1a) Prussia (exclusive of the |Cwt.-..........--.| | 7 6! © 263) When 6 cwt. and up- — | 7 Hohenzollerns).. Also the | oS pe oe -. ward are exported 3 4 ' {| ‘gountries above mentioned | . ce a | sgr. per gross cwt.are a : with Prussia under I from. wo of | refunded. \ a Se a tol, and the countries in’ Bot of Ss | Do oo close union with Prussia. . pe a a ae . _ 10) Principalitiesof Hohenzollern {Eimer (of Wiir-| foo : Be a. . _temberg) = 2.13915) ps : : a - vo oo ‘ohms Prussian: | ce . BS 
a - (a) Brown beer..| 1 4 . 33} 2 © | In exportation the fol- 4 . Oo - | (b) White beer ..| 22 «102 1 20; lowing amounts are a i i . , - |. refunded per eimer  _ j at . . . . _ poe. . a |. of Wirtemberg: (a) | ; | a oo oe |. brown summer-beer, © 4 . ; fo a 1 fl. 30kr.; (6) brown: i i mee P, _ winter-beer, 1 f1.12 | : , _kr.; and (c) for white 3 Oo . : os _beer, 54 kr. 1 - — Q| Saxony ..........2.-ceec eee l) - (Saxonyasatla, 
a 3 |. Lhiiringian Union, (as at I 3) -| | Oe, | | In the Prussian. ter- . | a. . Tt _ | - ritories assigned to a. a re | - 4. re the Thiringian un- a. a Do : 1} ion, asatla., °° - | BO 4| Bronswick.......2.0. 005 ceece0! | on 7 -. f°. °.4 [In the Duchy of Co- | a . 5-| Oidenburg, (as at 15) .......2. | oo ae | burg, in exporta- re | Co . | / S NOwt ..eccce een eed 7 6 . 264), tion, 12. kreuzers — i ” : - ee PP - fo. }{ per _eimer are re- | a a, . . Se ae ~ | [> funded from that = | : - - - | Co OS on Te! - | f part of the State - | 
a. a ea Se - ot ae {| tax which is de- | 2 : . ee . oe | . cee poss ee |. voted to. commu- | : Co oo If . en re foo: | “nal purposes. — | 
; co 6 | Luxemberg..........--....-..1 J oo . 1 aS ~- | -Brunswick:as at la. | 
7 oo -| ‘REMARK.—The tax to be oa be L ne i . . paid on beer in transitd in the sO an . oo foe Oo 7 | 

states above named at la, 2 |. oo —_ So oo 7 "| up to 6, is a general one, and - : ce - | Bo is divided. Between these - Co ; |. o i 
go states of the union com- a a a I 4 oO _Inerce in beer is free.. , oO fe co 

: 7 | Bavaria, to the right of the |. Eimer, (Bavarian) 17 °~-:18; 1) ~+O} The amount refunded | 
; Rhine, and closely con- 0.497932 ohms | . on beer exported i 
2 , oS nected with Bavaria: Prussian. . from the principal _. | t. (a) The Grand Ducal Sax- oo ee , ‘countries of Bavaria’ st: i a ' |: on district of Ostheim, ex- oo | | is 40 kreuzers per = { 

so clusiveofthetownotMelper.| . of Bavarian eimer, 
: on (b) The district of Kénigs- 7 . od — j 
3 Se , berg, belonging to the Duchy SO : _ ft 
7 a of Saxe-Coburg Gotha. — —_ —— Be 
: 8 | Wiirtemberg .................| Eimer (of i Wiir- en So . OE a: oe a tem berg) = 2.13915 Po, | i. of Do oe “| ohms Prussian: . | : a . (a) Brown beer ..; 1 21 53/ 3 0 | The malt-tax collected i 
j _ . (0) White beer ..| 1 4 33 2 O| is determined in | 

. - pe - |. every case, for. ex- E i oo . ; . co - op veo ported beer, accord- i 4 a mF ne . . |. Ing to the quantity. | 
' . . . . ; . . _ of malt used, andthe | i 4 . oe ee eo ao ‘| amount of tax to be | : to : | a a refunded is fixed in’ | i - ae . . accordance there- [| 

ee 9} Baden ..................-..---|Ohm (of Baden)}| . 22 33] 1 18|In the. exportation of : 
go oe . a = 1.091673 ehms ; -beer producedinthe =f 

. Prussian. = | Grand Duchy of | : 7 . | - | | -. | Baden. 1.5 kr.per | ; . . — - ohm of Baden are re- | _ | | ot _ funded. _ a :
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a : _ Statement of the rate of taxes, §ce.—Continued. = 7 me 

co Se af. ae Remarks on the re- . 

. oo —_ - Rate of taxation in— |. funding of taxes in 
:; | States of the Zollverein. in| Basis for the col-| 2 - exportation. to other 

—- . 2 | which the tax is collected. lection. - | - _. states of the Zoll- | 

= 7 . an an ne verein or to foreign | = 

x oo SO me . | Thalers.. |Florins.| countries. ee, Oo 

| _ ‘Thir. sor. pf | Fl. kr.| a ce, Oe 

| 10. | Hesse......-. 22.22 eee ee sees. | Ohm (Grand Duchy 28  6S| 1 401]In the exportation of —. re 

ds a _.. |. of Hesse) = 1.164451 oo | 20 maassand upward . : 
Oe poe co: '} ohms Prussian. - a , ‘1 f1. 5 kr. is refunded - 

ee ee . _ de : fo. per Grand Dueal 
op oo So Ss ft Hessian ohms. . ee OS 

- :  -JIT.—On brandy. . ef oe cot ve oe 

- la} Prussia. (exclusive of the |Ohm (Prussian); 6 0. 0} 10. 30 | In exportation 11 sil. © : 

OF © principalities of Hohenzol- | with 50 per cent. ye berpfennigs are re- | . 
| Se -lern). Also the above-nren- | alcohol according L : funded.on each quart . mo . 

-- 4 tioned ‘countries and parts | to Tralles. . . .|. at50 per cent. alcohol nS 
. of countries at I. from @ to | — of according to Tralles. ae 

oe ‘l, which are closely connect- | | a — pe oO 

“1. ed with Prussia. — SO - oo “ a oe 

In the former Electorate of |....do .....--..---- 4 0 OO}; 7 _.0)| Up to July 1, 1868, 8 —  &§ 

Hesse (exclusive of the ‘silberpfennigs per 

. - Kreis of Schmalkalden and | - . : quart at 50 percent. | 

- -.the county of Schaumburg) . - _.. | aleohol according. to a & 

7 are collected up to July 1. . | Coot Tralles. oe . 
- . . 4b] Principalities. of .Hohenzol- | Eimer. (of Wir- 1.12 107) 2 30)... ... a . § 

—.- 4. ‘Jern, sofaras they formerly | temberg). — oe . oe 

belonged to Hohenzollern- Do fb ee re oa 

: 7 6 Sigmaringen. : oo F Be = ee ces 

2 AKONY ..-ce eee we ceee ees en ees a as . a oe 

3 | Thiiringian union (as at I 3) || Olm (Ernscia) | J Sopa woo | 

| — 4| Branswick.....-.-2,..-20020-2[ > DOP OOM TONG {6 60 60 10 30) Asat ia. : Co 
~  § | Oldenburg (as at I5).......-.. Tralle & pos a . oF | co 

. - '6| Luxemburg. .......----------- re8- to oO ne ae 

: REMARK.—The tax tobe paid | =~ oO be Oo , 

- on brandy in transit in the; . — - os = a 

above-mentioned states of the; — . oe - ee 

oo . union, &c., at 1a, 2 to 6,isa} me . | Co . . oo 

- | genera] one, and is divided.) a a , mie 

Between these statesthetrade| ; . oe ie  &§ 

+ | in brandy is free. esc : Dee, lt . 

7% | Bavaria, to the right.of the| Eimer (Bavarian) . 1 0 OO; 1 45 a ee | 

Rhine. Also, the portions of . , Oo Fs ae _. & 

. country belonging to other ,- oo m 

states of the union, men- oe 

-.f tioned under II 7. ’ . OS f 

8 | Wiirtemberg ........--....-..| Eimer (of Wurtem- 2 8 68 4 0 Co Be 

| berg), with50 per} : : 

Se » |. cent. alcohol, -ac- ee | -_ ne 

an od | cording to Tralles. 4] oo fe . 

9 | Baden ...---.ceeeeseecee-ee-e-| Ohm (of Baden): . EN 
| ae . : So (a) Brandy .. .--- 28 68 1 40 | In the exportation of aan | 

. .  (b) Spirits of wine: 1 21 53 3 0] at least.50 maass of oe 

OS oo , oo - . brandy 36 kr.arere- - |; Oo 

- Co a oo . fo , - |. funded per ohm of  — | 

. i | Baden,andonspirits _- , 

ep ce : a. . _ of wine1fl10krn 2.00 0° UU 

10 |Hesse..........--.--2----------| Ohm(Grand Duchy 5 4 33 9 Oj} In the exportation of | 

a : oo a of Hesse), with | aoe . 20 maass and up-. _. 

ee UO . .| SO percent.alco-; ~ - ward, 6fl.areallowed 
eee Os 7 | hol, according to oh on the grand ducal: oe . 

. i Tralles, .. oe -- | Hessian ohm, at 50 a 

. en ee co ae . | percent.alcohol,ac- = =  —-—s«& 

SP ee oS a _ cording to Tralles. _ / 

ae — TV.—On bruised malt. _ a ee SO OS 

| Bavaria, on the right of the | Metzen (Bavarian) |. 14. 33 50 . . a | 

oo Rhine. Also, theabove-men- | 0.674283 scheffel| ~ : 

-. -f- tioned portions of other| Prussian. -. | oS oe, ne | 

OR states ofthe Zollverein,men-| ee a a . CS ne co | 

Ps tioned with Bavaria, under |. _ a : : . a \ . Se 

. - @| Wirtemberg .-......2........|Simri(of Wirtem-| a an 

pt - ber g)— 0.403069 ot oo ee of 

po scheffel Prussian : a oe ot Z oo , 

oe SL ~ | (a) Bruised dried | 6 88 BR oe 2 Wes 
| | a | | ‘| malt. =: rs | an Yt 
oS oS mo (b) Crushed un-|  - 2 68 9. co 

oe oe ‘dried malt. OS | . . -
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a oo ce He APPENDIX No. 9—CONTINUED. Be! — oo 

: Qe ae C.—Annex to No. 11 of the final protocol = = 

. Notice concerning the maximum amount of duties to be refunded to builders of ‘sea-going ves | 
1. 7 _8els, according to their capacity, for the component parts of iron that cannot be specially = ) 
1 shown. . / | : ee 

q . . ty ‘Differ- | 
7 | Capacity of the vessels in Lasts of 4,000 poundseach, .  ——- | Amount’ per | nooner: | 
a. ne a - Last. Last. | 

q | 7 : : — | | Thi. Sgr. Pf. \ Pf. | 
4 _ For avessel of 50 lasts or less... 222.008. eee cece ewe ee cee cece nce cuuacecue. 1 11 O — $e . | 
a For a vessel of 15. ABTS. 000 eae eee eee eee eee eee nee ce ee ten neces 1 9 _=4 a 4 
4 For a vessel of 100 lasts....... 2.00 c0c ee cece ce ene ee cence ence crecceccerenuce: 1 7 8 48 
4 For a vessel of 125 lasts... 2.22220 ce. eee cence eee ne eee ee cece ee cece cweeeenees 1 6 2 ak 
Z . For a vessel of 150 lasts... 2.22.00. 220. eee eee ec e eee e cece ect eeteeeececeeeee | 104 «9 FO SB OO 
2 For a vessel of 175 lasts. 20.0. .20 2. cece eee eee de cee een ee cence ceeeeee. 1 =4 «4 as 
3 For a vessel of 200 lasts... 2.2.0.2... ce eee cece nee ce cece eee ee eceete ce ceencces 1 3 il 25 
: For a vessel of 225 lasts. 0.0222. 2- cece e cece eee cence eee enseecccceneeee-f 1:3 6] 
: For a vessel of 250 lasts. ...... 0.020. cece ce eee cee cone ne ence cenecccceseccces 1 3 1]. ke. 
4 . For a vessel of 275 lasts....... 0.2.00. cece ee eeeee cece ee cee eect eeeetaeccneeeeee | 62d 62 BUT OK. 4 a For a vessel of 300 lasts....-.-....- 222-22. --2 220 cence eee eee Neeeeee eee | 2 2 2 BY a5 
4 For a vessel of 325 lasts. ...... 2.0000 ececee cede we cece ee cce eee cece ccceccenceeel 2 1.10 | - 35 | 
3 For a vessel of 350 lasts. ..-.22 2.02.0. .c oc ccc ee eee en eee ee enc ee cee ceeceeeceees 1 1 65 oes ; a For a vessel of 375 lasts... 2.2.2.2 cence cence cee eect cece tecnaccanuneceee: 1 i OF 8& : a For a vessel of 400 lasts... 2.022220 cece eke e cence uence eee ne cece ee censcenwes 1 0 7 J]. x | 
a0 For a vessel of 425 lasts... 5.20200 ceed ee eee eee cece eee e ee cen cece ccccunes 1 O-°2 f° & | 7 For a vessel of 450 lasts... 2.00.2. 0 2. cece eee cece ne cee concen eeneeeeecees 29 «9 25 | 7: For a vessel of 475 lasts. . 2.200000 2 2. cee ee cee cence cece ence wee cee eens ceee ce, 29 «4 as 
3 For a vessel of 500 lasts....2 2000002 L eee ee ee eee eee ee ence ee cece cucnceece. 29 OF 

. For a vessel of 525 lasts. 2.0... nce ce cece ce cece e en conan e concen cnn cceneccccccece | — 28° «8 os | 
a For a vessel of 550 lasts... 2.222.222. c ee cence cee cee nee cece ce cencceeee wees 28 44 as | . co For a vessel of 575 lasts. 0.0.02 ..cce 0 ceca cane nee e cc ec cece ne cdee ee bene cence ce. 8 0} ) 
a . For a vessel of 600 lasts....2.. 0.02.22 eee eee ee cece ce ec cee cececeeceeceucenec]. 27 8 | & | 
i For a vessel of 625 lasts. 2.00.00. eee eee cee ee eee e ee eee b bce eee ccc ee eee b 27° 4 os if 
| _ For a vessel of 650 lasts... 2.22.00 L oo ecco eee cece dec ee nce n ee veneccuaune. QT 0 os | | ' For a vessel of 675 lasts were ee cece ene ewan een eccensbenmengsadugewucccecccener|” 26 8] & | 
2. For a vessel of 700 lasts. 2.022. 02... cee ce cee ee cene nc ceeeee ceed edecteceessees{| 26 4 3 ; 

For a vessel of 725 lasts... 2.2... ..0 2. cece ce cece eee be cae cece tec bncceeeccceaes 26° 0 te : - For a vessel of 750 lasts. ....0. 0c cece ene cee e ee nce cee cence ee becece uccecuuucuas 25 8 es | i For a vessel of 775 lasts... 22.0.2. 2 eee cece cee eee e ne cece ee neeeeuneenneenes — 25 «4 oe | - For a vessel of 800 lasts... 22.22... eee cence cence cece ee cee ec cceeenetccscee | | 2 0 | ge | i. For a vessel of 825 lasts... 2.0... cc cee ee ence esc ucccccbe cuncnecanbeveeneece: 24° 8 | ge | | For a vessel of 850 lasts: .....- 21.200 002s c eee eee ence tec ee eee e ec enecceneeeeees 24 4 os | 

, ReMarKs.—1. The above rates are adopted. for iron-bottomed vessels, and a deduc- - ! a _ tion is made of 5 silbergroschen per last in the case of copper-bottomed vessels, when ssi 
] the copper used therefor has been delivered duty free. re : 
i _ 2. For vessels whose capacity is a number of lasts coming between any two of the. 
i oe numbers given in the above table, the amount per last is to be calculated proportion- 
i _ ally with the aid of the differences. For instance, since between the capacity gf 125 © 
i and 150 lasts the difference per last amounts to $2 of a pfennig, the amount to be re- | 
; funded is calculated for a vessel of 132 lasts at 7 + 42 pfennige = 5 pfennige less per | 
7 _ last than for one of 125 lasts, consequently at 1 thaler 5 silbergroschen 9 pfennige. In i 
‘ . this calculation fractions of a pfeanig, when the fraction exceeds 4, are to be reckoned | 

as whole pfennige; otherwise no account is to be made of them. _ 

oe 
: f 
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i | oe -  D.—Annex to No. 17 of the final protocol © =  -. | 4 

, | - : oO Business license. a 
Cc 7 Good for the year [stamp with the arms and name of the country] 1800 and sixty-eight, 

| | __N, residing in N N, who purposes to solicit orders in the territory of the Zollverein, | 
- and to purchase goods for the account of his own drug-house and of the drug-house of 

N N,.in which he is employed as clerk, also of the houses named below, is hereby noti- | | 
: fied, for his business legitimation before the authorities of the other states of the Zoll-- | 
| . verein, that the lawful taxes must be paid for carrying on the business of the aforesaid | ; 
i . _ house (houses) in this country. He can only take with him samples of the goods which | 

-. he wishes to order, and can only take purchased goods for the purpose of forwarding | 

Ds, , ; / oo. | . 7
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_ them to their place of destination. He is also prohibited from soliciting orders or cht / 
_ making purchases for any save the aforesaid house (houses). | . | | 4 

~ Tn soliciting orders or in purchasing goods he must observe the regulations in force cog 
_- ineach state of the Zollverein, eg | ee 

7 (Place, date, signature, and stamp of the issuing office.) | a , 

pa _ Personal description and signature of the traveler. | oe : : 

Appendix No. 10,0 
I 

| Article 49 of the treaty of alliance of the North German Union, of November 23, 1867. : - } | 

7 | fy Relations to foreign postal territories. | a ee oe 

_.. Transmission, in connection with foreign postal territories, is regulated according to a 
postal treaties with the foreign powers concerned, and according to agreements with — | 
foreign transportation companies. | ae soe os —— re oe 

7 ... In the conclusion of postal treaties with foreign powers, when two or more of the |  E 
parties to the present treaty have direct postal relations with one and the same foreign | og 
state, or desire to enter intosuch relations, that postal administration which proposes «| 

| to conclude a new treaty shall give notice of its intention to the other postal admin- . 

| istrations, with a view to bringing about an understanding with regard to the har- ees 
-. monious action to be taken towards the foreign country and to the promotion of the’ - 

existing common interests of the German postal system. — . " | CO | 

In cases where such an understanding has been reached, the postal administrations — - - 
econcérned will endeavor to bring about the conclusion of the new treaties in common, . 

-- and one of the contracting parties may, to this effect, appoint another as its plenipo- | - 

. tentiary. — Oo a | - | | 
Tn all cases care shall be taken by the treaties, in order that the facilities afforded to : gs 

the postal communication of the foreign country concerned, with the territory of the - tte 

contracting German postal administration, shall be extended in the same manner and | 
_ onthe same conditions to the vorrespondence conveyed in parcels of otherGerman 
- postal territories with the foreign country concerned. _ rs : , 

: - The acceptance of the provisions contained in the treaties with foreign countries == ff 
shall be obligatory upon all the parties to the present treaty, provided that no rates of - 
‘postage are fixed lower than theéGerman postage.. In case it becomes necessary to > 
adopt lower rates, it shall be optional with the several postal administrations whether , “ 
they will become parties to the provisions of the treaty in question. | | t 

oe APPENDIX No 1 - OT 

mo . _ Prussian law relating to the state of siege, dated June 4, 1851. | : Sag 

We, Frederick William, by the grace of God, King of Peussia, &c., &c., hereby ordain , ns | 
with the approval of the chambers, as follows: | Do : ce | 

_. In ease of war, every commandant of. a fortress is authorized to declare the fortress | | 
under his command, with the district belonging thereto, in provinces threatened or | 

_ partially occupied by the enemy, to. be in a state of siege for purposes of defense,and 
a commanding general is authorized to do the same as regards the district of thearmy = 4 

| corps or single portions thereof. — a oe OO So 

- Also in case.of a tumult or riot, when the public safety is in imminent danger,a | 
| state of siege may be declared, either in time of war or peace. . : ny 

| The declaration. of a state of siege shall be made by the ministry of state, but, in — § 
urgent cases, it may be made for special districts, provisionally and subject to the im- 7 

_. mediate confirmation or disapproval of said ministry, by the principal military com-. | | 
mandaut in the same, at the suggestion of the principal executive officer of the 2 ; 

_ provincial subdistrict; but, when there is danger in delay, even without such sugges- | 
tion. — Way | : oe | Loe 

In fortresses, a provisional declaration of a state of siege shall be issue1 by the com- | 
-- manding officer of the fortress. as a : ne ape
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i... The declaration of a state of siege shall be announead, without delay, by the sound a 
. _ of drum or trumpet, and also by notifying the authorities of the commune, by handbills- | 
| | _. posted in public places, and by publication in the newspapers. The raising of the | 
i .  __. state of siege shall be brought. to public notice by informing the communal authorities | a: and by advertising in the newspapers. — SS a , | : 

7 ~~~: When a state of siege is declared the executive power goes into the hands of the : 7 
i _. military commandant. Civil and communal authorities must obey the orders and poy 
i injunctions of the military commandant. | oe : oo an 
; _ __- Military commandants shall be personally responsible for their orders. = ==. | 

. ae If, when a state of siege is declared, it is thought advisable to declare articles5,6,7, 
3 oe 27, 28, 29, 30, and 36, of the constitution. or any part thereof, to be not in force forany 
: _ time and in any district, the provisions of such suspension of force must ba expressly | 
i. Stated in the proclamation which declares a state of siege to exist, or it must be an - | 
3 nounced in a special order, to be promulgated in the same form ($3). : Oar, 

po The suspension of the aforesaid articles, or one of the same, is only admissible for. 
rr _ the district. which is declared to be in a state of siege and only for the duration of. the 
‘ state of siege. es ee - . rn ! 

; . _ Military persons, during a state of siege, are subject to the laws issued for such state. | 
i. _ Sections 8 and 9 of this ordinance are also applicable to them. = - So 

; _-.__s«SIn the places or districts declared to be in a state of siege the commanding officer of. 
i _ the garrison (in fortresses the commandant) shall have. military jurisdiction over all | 
|... military persons belonging to the garrison. He shall also have the right to coifirm = «= | 
i... __ sentences pronounced against such persons by court-martial. Oaly sentencesofdeath. | 
Co in time of peace are an exception to this; such sentences must be confirmed by the = : 
i. | commanding general of the province. a ™® a wy | 
7 With regard to the execution. of lower jurisdiction, the provisions of the military | 

ae penal code remain unchanged. 8 Woy ee es Oo cs | 

; _ Any person who is guilty of an intentional arson, or of intentionally causing anin- | 
i. undation, or of attacking or resisting the armed force or representatives of the civil. | 
i - or military authorities with open force ahd with arms or dangerous instruments, shall ot 
ao be punished with death. If there are any mitigating circumstances, the guilty party — 4 
i _. may be sentenced to imprisonment for ten or twenty years, instead of to-death. | 

i _ Any person guilty of the following offenses in a place or district declared to beina ~ | 
.. _ state of siege shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, 4 
7 _ provided the existing laws do not fix a longer period.. : re t 
: __(@) Spreading false reports as to the number, line of march, or alleged victories of. | 
i the enemy or of the rioters, when such reports are calculated to mislead the civil or | 

;- military authorities; or ae Oe oo os | 
, _ (6) Violating any order issued in the interest of public safety on the declaration of | 
i a state of siege or during the same, or inciting to such violation 3 or ce NE 
a Oo (c) Inciting to riot, to resistance by force, to the liberation of a prisoner, orto other _ | 
i _ ‘offenses provided for in § 8, even if unsuccessfully; or | ; es - | 

i: (da) Seeking to persuade soldiers to commit acts of insubordination or offenses against — 
i. _ - military discipline and-order.. oe | a 

; - _ If courts-martial are formed during the suspension of article 7 of the constitution, : | 
i ~~. they shall have jurisdiction in cases of high treason, treason, murder, riot, forcible re-- | 
i; _ sistance, destruction of railways and telegraphs, rescue of prisoners, mutiny, robbery, - , 
- pillage, extortion, tampering with soldiers, and the crimes and offenses provided for in | 
; sections 8 and 9, ifall the aforesaid crimes and offenses have been committed subsequently | 
7 _ to the declaration and promulgation of the state of siege, or are continued thereafter. | 
7 _ Crimes and offenses against the internal and external safety of the state (articles 75_ | 
7 -. to 108 of the Rhenish penal code) are to be considered as high treason and ‘treason-— | | 
i felony within the jurisdiction of the Rhenish court.of appeals ‘at Cologne, untilthe =~ | 
fo adoption of a penal code for thé entire monarchy. = =. Oe |
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: _ In’ease article 7 of the constitution has not been declared suspended by the ministry = = = —. 
. . ' of state, the execution of the sentence, in cases tried by court-martial shall be post- = = = ff 

| - poned in time of peace until the: suspension has beén approved by the ministry of .  -. §& 
state. a . : | ee | a 

| Courts-martial shall consist of five members, two of which shall be civil judicial . = _ 
-. officers, designated by the president.of the civil court of the place, and three shallbe 
-_. officers appointed by the military commandant of the place. The rank of the officers an 

: shall be at least that of captain; if there are not enough officers of so high a grade, on 
7 - the number shall be made up from officers of the next grade. Lies oe | Lo 

| _ If there is not a sufficient number of civil judicial officers in a fortress surrounded | 
by the enemy, such number shall be completed by the military commandant from the | 4 

: members of the parish. representation (Gemeindevertretung). If there is no civil a 

judicial officer in the fortress, an auditor shall always be a civil member of the. court- | | 
martial. re - Cc ae - § 

.- The number of courts-martial shall be in proportion to the requirements when an - ae 
: entire province, or @ part thereof, has been declared to be in a state of siege, and the a 

jurisdiction of each of these courts shall be fixed in such cases bythe commanding =. & 
| ~ general, re a a | ee 

og : | GAR Boe 7 

fe : A judicial officer shall preside over the sessions of the courts-martial. | | So  &§ 

The presiding officer shall, before the court begins its. business, administer an oath oe 
| to the officers designated as members, and to. those civil members, if any, whohave .—— § 

: no judicial character, whereby they shall bind themselves'to fulfill the duties of their = - 
. office conscientiously and impartially, according to law. -- Se an , 

The military commander who appoints the military members of the court-martial oY 
shall appoint an.associate judge, or, in default thereof, an officer, as reporter. Itshall  - 

po be the duty of the reporter to see that the law be properly executed, and to promote __ 8 
a the elicitation of the truth. He shall have no vote. Ses - | 

: A civil officer shall be appointed by the presiding officer of the court-martial to keep ~ UE 
| _ the minntes of its proceedings, and the oath shall be administered to him by said pre- 5 ~ 

siding officer. © a a on | | 

ne The following provisions are to regulate the proceedings before the courts-martial : | 
1. The proceedings shall be conducted orally and publicly ;. but, if the court deems 7 : 

_ that it is required by the publie welfare, they may be conducted in private; the court, © |. | 
_. in this case, to announce its decision by public proclamation. - as | 

- . -Q, The accused may have the benefit of counsel. If he selects none one must be ap-. ee 
-- pointed for him by the presiding officer of the court, provided crimes or offenses are here o&— 

| _ concerned, for which, according to the common penal law, a severer punishment isin- | 
oF flicted than imprisonment not exceeding one year. oo a - , 

3, The reporter shall state, in presence of the accused, the crimes with which he is — | | 
charged. So | | mM Se oe 

Co The accused shall be summoned to give an account of the same,and furtherevidence — | 
: - shallthen be taken. | | oe oe | Oe | 

| ' The reporter shall then be heard concerning the results of the depositions and the | | | 
ye enforcement of the law, and finally the accused and his counsel shall be heard. — 

| The sentence shall be pronounced after immediate secret deliberation of the court,a - = 
(majority agreeing, and immediately made known to the accused. ee 

-.- 4, The court shall determine the legal punishment to be inflicted, orshallacquitthe = 
~ . accused, or shall refer his case to the ordinary judge. 2 Se cos 

‘The accused, if acquitted, shall be at once released. The case shall be referred to the | 
a ordinary judge when the court-martial -does not consider itself competent; it, shall | 

in that case issue in its sentence special provisions as to the continuance or discon- oo] 
- tinuance of the arrest. — i Mo ae wee NE 

"|: &, The sentence, which shall mention the day.on which the proceedings take place, |  &§ 
and shall contain the names of the judges, the statement of the accused regarding his = ~-——s‘ 

oc , -accusation, mention ofthe taking of the evidence. and the decision concerning the ques- oe 
| tion of fact and the point of law, as also the law upon which the sentence is based, . - 

_ - ghall_be signed by all the judges and the clerk of the court. | ae oe 7 
—*..-. 6 From the sentences of a court-martial there is no appeal. Sentences of death, «= | 
- however, require the confirmation of the military commandant referred to in § 7, and, | 

in time of peace, that of the commanding general of the province. _ I a ee 
- 7. All punishments, excepting the death penalty, shall take effect within twenty-four oe 

_ hours after the announcement of the sentence, aud when the penalty is death it shall 
‘he executed within the same space of time after the confirmation of the sentence. _ elt . 

= 8. Death shall be inflicted by shooting. If any sentences of death shallremainun- — = —— J 
executed when the state of siege is at an end, this penalty shall be changed by theordi- = 

-- nary judge into that which, had the state of siege not existed, would have been the = .— &



tm 236 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 2 | | | 
, : a . - . ; . / | 

; . - lawful consequence of the offense of which the prisoner shall have been convicted by | 
' thecourt-martial ~~ | — . - po SR ER | | 

3 _ The authority of courts-martial shall cease simultaneously with the close of the state | 
.. . Of siege. 7 . . | oe 7 | 

ad , _ When the state of siege is at an end all the sentences pronounced by the court-martial, | | 
: together with the statements of the grounds theréfor and minutes of proceedings, and | 
Ti likewise the cases still pending, shall be handed over to the ordinary courts. These shall | 
7; _ pronounce sentence according to the ordinary penal laws in the cases which have not | 

‘ yet been decided by the court-martial, and only in the cases of § 9 shall they decide 
. - according to the penal provisions therein contained. _ So | 
z . : 

; 

i - Even when a state of siege has not been declared, articles 5, 6, 27, 28, 29, 30, and 36 of | 
; the constitution, or any one of the same, may, in case of war or riot, when danger to | 
fo. the public safety is imminent, be declared notin force by the ministry of state. | | 

i _ With regard to the declaration of a state of siege, as likewise of every suspension occur-_ | 
: | ring, either together with the same or in the case of the suspension provided for in § 16, | 
q even of one of the articles of the constitution mentioned in sections 5 and 16,a report , 

Oo must be made to the chambers immediately or at their next meeting, — - | | 

i , oe FB , _ | 
i _ All provisions at variance with this law are hereby repealed. — | | bo 
i This law shall take the place of. the ordinance of May 10, 1849, and of the declara- | i tion of July 4, 1849. (Laws, pp. 165 and 250.) ge | 
i Done on the Potsdam and Magdeburg Railway, June 4, 1851. | . | | | 
fo. | | FREDERICK WILLIAM. [us] | 
‘ Vv. MANTEUFFEL. — | - | CE sees “| i v. D. Heypt. | ee : To re 
_ SO Vv. RABEL, ae DS UE Ee | a | 1 : | SIMONS. | _ ' , DERE | : | 
| Vv. STOCKHAUSEN. © PE ES ae So , mo | i oa | Vv. RAUMER. | Tay US ete | | | | 
i - Vv. WESTPHALEN. OE IE SSO ee tae | 

| So | | _APPENDIX No. 12.0. ) ae | 

iF | Part LIT, § 5, of the treaty with Bavaria, of November 23, 1870. Oo ! 

fo As to articles 57 to 68 of the constitution of the (German) Union, article 57 is appli- - | 
‘ ' cable to the kingdom of Bavaria; article 58 is likewise applicable to the kingdom of : 
‘ _ Bavaria. The latter article, however, contains the following addition for Bavaria: oo | | 
i _ . “The obligation contained in this article will be fulfilled by Bavaria by defraying ex- | 

clusively and alone the expenses and burdens of its military establishment, those of the | 
1 . fortresses within its territory, and those of other forti fications.” | .: 
i Article 59 and article 60 are legally applicable to Bavaria. . a 2 
' ' Articles 61 to 68 are not applicable to Bavaria. : a | 
po In their stead the following provisions shall be operative:— — Cc Tt 
1 _ “YT, Bavaria shall retain its military laws, together with the instructions for their | 
ia execution, ordinaces, elucidations, &c., until the constitutional decision of the mat- 
‘ ters to be referred to the law-making power, and until an understanding is reached as — | 

regards the introduction of the laws and other provisions hereto relating which were _ : 
i ~~ enacted before Bavaria entered the Union. on | 
: “TI. Bavaria pledges itself to raise, for its contingent and the arrangements thereto | 
i appertaining, an amount equal to that raised by the other parts of Germany for the army 
: of the Union, according to the numerical force. = = 
; “This amount shall be placed in the budget of the Union in one sum for the royal i 
; Bavarian contingent. Its expenditure shall be regulated by special lists, the prepara- . 
: tion of which shall be left to Bavaria. 7 ne oo | - 
; “Those items shall serve as a standard for this purpose which are inserted in the | 
: | several titles for the rest of the army of the Union. | : |



| 7 , GERMANY. © = ———————OT | 

: “TIT, The Bavarian army shall form an independent constituent part ofthe German . ff 
: army of the Union, having its own management, under the military authority of His | 

oe Majesty the King of Bavaria; in war and when mobilization commences, under the 
- gommand of: the commander-in-chief of the armies. of the Union. — | | E 

“As to organization, formation, improvement, dues, and mobilization, Bavaria will “ 
| establish perfect harmony with the regulations existing for the army of the Union. , 

, “As to arming and equipment, as well as indications of rank, the R»yal Bavarian So 
Government reserves to itself the establishment cf entire harmony with the army of | 

| the Union. | _ PRS PE i 
| “Tt shall be the duty and the right of the commander-in-chief of the armies of the . - 

: Union to convince himself, by inspection, of the agreement in organization, formation, _ - 
- . &¢@., and of the fullness and efficiency of the Bavarian contingent, and he shall com- - : 

municate with His Majesty the King of Bavaria as to the method and result of these a 
' inspections. Boe ae a pos ee a | | 

‘The order for the mobilization of the Bavarian contingent, or any part thereof, shall | 
| be issued by His Majety the King of Bavaria, at the instance of the commander-in- | : 

. chief of the armies of the Union. = Ske Soft Ss Un 8 4 

- “For the sake of constant mutual information in the military relations created by => | 

this provision, the military plenipotentiaries at Berlin and Munich shall be apprised 
_ by their respective ministers of war of such orders as may be issued. . eo me 

“TV. It shall be the duty of the Bavarian troops to render unconditional obedience, _ oe 
: in time of war, to the orders of the commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union. | OE 

_ - This obligation is comprised in the oath of enlistment. So a 
 “¥, The establishment of new fortresses in the territory of Bavaria,intheinterestof == = — f 

the defense of all Germany, will be granted by Bavaria by special agreement. os a 
.... The expense of building and equipping such establishments in its territory shall be | 

: _ shared by Bavaria in proportion to the number of its population with the other states | 

of the German Union; likewise extra amounts that may be allowed by the Union for > a 
~ other defensive establishments. . - Pe OES es  &§ 

| “VI. The premises on which the territory of the Union, or any part thereof, may be. : | 

declared to be in a state of war by reason of the public safety being threatened, the | f 
form of the proclamation, and the effects of such a declaration, shall be determined. | | 

: by alaw of the Union. ~— oe - | ee a : | 

“VII. The foregoing provisions shall go into operation January 1, 1872.” | eee. or 

oe | APPENDIX No.13. : oe | 

| Military convention between the North German Union and Wirtemberg, oo tee 

| | dated Versailles, November drip 1870. Se 

os: His Majesty the King of Prussia, in the name of the North German Union, and His” t 
| Majesty the King of Wtirtemberg, with a view to adapting to the peculiar conditions — a 

of the Kingdom of Wiirtemberg the provisions of the constitution of the German Union, oe 
by them adopted, concerning the military affairs of the Union, have caused negotiations —. 

tobe commenced, and have appointed plenipotentiaries as follows: | | | - 
His Majesty the King of Prussia; his minister of state, war, and iarine, General - : 

Albrecht von Roon; and His Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg; his minister of war, | 
Lieutenant-General Albert von Suckow:—by which plenipotentiaries, their respective - : 

| full powers having been found to be in good and due form, the following military con- oo El 
“vention has been adopted : a : : be a a 

On a - ARTICLE 1. Oe - Le «| 

oe The troops of Wiirtemberg, as a part of the army of the German Union, shall form oo 
an. independent army corps, according to the annexed schedule, together with the ee 
proper number of relief and garrison troops, according to Prussian rules, in case of - oo 

~ mobilization or preparation for war. ae oe . oe 

oe Do oe - ARTICLE 2. | — : 

- - The new organization of the troops of Wiirtemberg herein provided forshall be fine 
, ‘ished on a ootlg g of peace in three years after the order for the return from the pres-  &| 

- ent state of war. ce | | ce a oh | a 

- = So | : ARTICLE 3... , | CO as | 

From the time of this return, beginning on a day to be hereafter appomted, the 
: troops of Wiirtemberg shall form the fourteenth army corps of the German Union, — 

oo. with their own flags and standards, and the divisions, brigades, regiments, and inde- 
_. pendent battalions of the army corps shall receive their proper current number inthe | ~-- army of the German Union in addition to their Wiirtemberg number.
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: an iss dy — ARTICLE 4, 65 oe ve : 
ia __ .. The placing of the royal troops of Wiirtemberg under the command of His Majesty  — 

~~ the King of Prussia, as commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union, shall-also be- _ -gin-ena day to be fixed hereafter, and the military oath of allegiance shall, when it = = 
a _. refers to this, read as follows: “That*l will faithfully serve His Majesty the King dur- 
i : iug my time of service, will obey the commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union | a 3  _ and the military laws, and will always demean myself as a brave and honorable sol- 7 ~ dier: So help me God.” 7 os | | cE : 

7; 7 Ss ARTICLE BR , | Be 
3 The appointment, promotion, transfer, &c., of the officers and employés of the royal — 4 ~—~-sarmy corps of Wiirtemberg shall be done by his Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg, 4 i that of the chief officer of the army corps with the sanction of his Majesty the King - | 
‘ . Of Prussia as commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union. His Majesty the King = 

7; of Wiirtemberg shall enjoy, as commander of his troops, the honors and rights which — . 
3 . belong to him, and shall exercise the corresponding judicial functions, together with = — ] 
; the right of ratification and pardon in the case of officers and soldiers against whom 2 a sentence has been pronounced, and this right shall take precedence of the privileges. . : of the commander of the army corps and of those of the royal ministry of war of | 

7: - ‘Wiirtemberg. | | : a : BF re | ; CO OO - — - - ARTICLE 6.0 | | 
7 _ Without prejudice to the rights to dispose of all troops of the Union, and their dis- | | ee tribution, which belong to the commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union accord- _ | 

7 Ing to the constitution, the army corps of Wiirtemberg shall be maintained in its | ie organization in time of peace and shall be distributed in its own country ; an order ; 
: of the commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union and the distribution of other | : German bodies of troops in the kingdom of Wiirtemberg. shall take place, in timeof -  — | 
| ee peace, only with the sanction of his: Majesty the King of Wiirteinberg, provided the : | 
; . - object is not to garrison South German or West German forts. | es BF | 

to - - ARTICLE 7. CO | | 
_ _ With regard to the appointment of commandants for forts situated in the kingdoms : a of Wiirtemberg, which, according to article 64 of the constitution, isto be made by =. 3 | the commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union, and also with regard to the privi- | | 

i. : lege which likewise belongs to him, of establishing new forts in the kingdom, the com- | ; _ mander-in-chief of the armies of the Union will first come to an understanding with | | 
| the King of Wiirtemberg; likewise when the said commander-in-chief desires to select _ for appointment an officer from the army corps of Witirtemberg. = a 
:- _ _ As a basis for these appointments, reports of the conduct aud qualifications of the | : | 

i officers of the army corps of Wiirtemberg, from the staff officer upward, shall be | : j=. . annually prepared, according to the Prussian system, and laid before His Majesty the | {  _.  Commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union. _ a 

i oo Oo | | ARTICLE 8. ; a oo | 
- _ For the promotion of uniformity in the training and service of the troops, certain | ‘ Officers of Wiirtemberg shall, by mutual agreement, be transferred for from one to two. od 
i --years to the Prussian army, and Prussian officers shall, in like-manner, be transferred ssi; | f°. tothe army corps of Wiirtemberg. —_ oo CO | 
, ~~. With regard to the transfer of individual officers from the service of Wiirtemberg to | : 
‘ - - that of Prussia, or vice versa, a special arrangement shall in each case be made. oe : | 

| , | : 7 - ARTICLE 9, OO | Cn 
: a The commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union, who, according to article 63, | 
: _ has at all times the right to convince himself, by inspection, of the condition of the | i _ several contingents, will inspect the troops of Wiirtemberg at least once ayearin |. | 
i person, or cause them to be inspected, in garrison or on. manmuvers, by persons of whose. | 
: appointment as inspectors His Majesty the King of Wtirtemberg shall be previously. 
3 : notified. . | 7 Oye - 4 ee ‘ | Information of any abuses that may be observed at such inspections shall becom-| ; | ; _ municated by the commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union to the King of Wiir- | - 
: - temberg, who will take measures to remedy them and report the meagures adopted to ! 
a: the commander-in-chief aforesaid. ; os re Se en | 

, : ARTICLE 100-5 00 | ae | 
: For the organization of the army corps of Wiirtemberg, so long.as there is no law of a 
a | the Union to the contrary, the now-existing Prussian regulations Shall be observed. | 7 In accordance herewith, in the kingdom of Wiirtemberg, besides the North German [ :- law of November 9, 1867, concerning the obligation to perform military service, together | i
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with the supplementary military instruction of March 26, 1868, belonging thereto, all oe 
| Prussian regulations concerning drill and other matters, instructions and rescripts shall me 

be enforced, especially the ordinance concerning courts of honor, which bears date of | ae 
July 20, 1843, the provisions, both for war and peace, concerning drafting, time of serv- — - | 
lee, care of the sick and wounded, mobilization, &c., concerning the filling of vacant | | 

-. < officers’ positions, and concerning the system of military education and training. Ge 
. . The following are excepted, in the arrangements of the army corps of Wiirtemberg, | Bo 

- from community with those of the Prussian army: The military liturgy, the military - | 
' penal code, and military judicial proceedings in. penal cases; as well as the-provisions — Joo 

| concerning the quartering of troops and payment for damage done to landed property, ae | 
| with regard to which the laws and regulations now. in force shall remain so untilthe oe 

| enactment of others by the legislative body of the Union.: oo So | 
_ The marks distinguishing rank and the deflominations and mode of administration = 

: are the same in the army corps of Wiirtemberg as in the Prussian army. Directions for El 
the clothing of the army corps of Wiirtemberg shall be given by his Majesty the King | 4 
of Wiirtemberg, and the condition of the army of the Union shall be considered, so far «ff 

- as possible, when thisisdone. == a oe poe | : oe 
nr . .. ARTICLE 11. _ a | Ss - | ft 

. In case of a war, the control of the telegraphs, so far as they are adapted to military —. | 
| _ purposes, shall, throughout its entire duration, be under the control of the commander-. _ | 

| in-chief of the armies of the Union. ° a : | es 
- The royal government of Wtirtemberg will make proper arrangements in time of == ss 
_.. peace in conformity with those of the North German Union; and especially during the Sew, 

_ construction of telegraphic lines, will take care to organize a field-telegraphic service. a : 
corresponding to the military strength of its army corps. . a cS re 

oe a / ARTICLE 12. re boas 2 7 

: “From the sum to be placed by Wiirtemberg, according to article 62, at the disposal SS 
_ of the Union (Bundesverfassung), the Government of Wiirtemberg shall pay, according - 

to the budget of the Union, the expense of the maintenance of the royal army corps of PoE 
> Wiirtemberg, including new purchases, buildings, establishments, &c., to be managed | t 

- by itself, and likewise Wiirtemberg’s part of the expenses for the requirements of the = i 
army of the Union, such as central management, fortifications, support of the military . ce | 
educational establishments, including military schools and establishments for theedu- -. 

- cation and training of surgeons, commissions for examination, scientific and technical _ _ | 
7 institutions for the benefit of the army, the battalion of instruction, thé school of rifle ; 
_. and artillery practice, the military riding-school, the central gymnastic establishment, oie | 

_ and the grand staff. Such amounts as, with a full performance of the required duties | oe 
_ toward the Union, it may be possible to save shall be at the disposal of Wiirtemberg. & 

The army corps of Wiirtemberg shall participate in the general arrangements, and Bey 
shall be proportionably represented on the general staff. Be Ls | 

ee an oo ARTICLE 13. a es ene oe 

_ The payment of the quota which is to be contributed by Wiirtemberg, according to «> | 
, article 62 of the constitution of the Union, shall begin on the first day of the monthfol- | | — 
'.°. lowing the order for the return of the troops of Wiirtemberg from a war footing. The © 

army corps of Wiirtemberg, however, shall not appear in the budget until January 1, 
1872, a oo ee, ok . par | | | 

_.... During the period of transition (three years) provided for in article 2, the consider- 
| ation of the new organization to be made within this period shall be authoritative, | | 
| both as regards the amounts to be brought into juxtaposition and the admissibility of = | 

_. the reciprocal transfer of specific expenditures and the transfer of items of expend- 
_ iture'under the same general head from one year to the other. - Se oe ee | 

ae ee ARTICLE 14, Cee : Loe. Pe 

ee Re-enforcements of the troops of Wiirtemberg by recall of men on furlough, and also © oe 
the arrangement of the same upon a war footing, and finally their mobilization, shall oe 

: ‘be dependent upon the orders of the commander-in-chief of the armies of the Union. © : 
_ . Such orders must be strictly obeyed at all times. .The expense occasioned hereby shall §= ‘ff 

| be borne by the treasury of the Union, but the treasury of Wiirtemberg shalladvance = si(is‘<SséS&S 
_ the necessary money, so far as the funds'which it may have on hand will permit. © = = & 

: eS ee ARTICLE 15, 0 ns | 

| -. For the definition of the relations, as regards service, of the army corps of Wiirtem- _ Og 
berg to the army of the German Union, there shall be a direct correspondence between 4 , 

- the Prussian ministry and that of Wiirtemberg, and the latter shall thus receive all. 3 i 
_ the regulations, provisions, &c., in force at the time, or which may subsequently be de 
issued, that it may duly execute them. rn oo ee ag
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4 | The royal government of Wiirtemberg shall also be constantly represented in the : 
: ~ committee of the Bundesrath for the army and the fortresses. | OO 

7; ARTICLE 16. = ae 

a | The present convention shall, after approval, be ratified by the legislative bodies, . 
ne and the ratifications shall be exchanged simultaneously with the declarations concern- - 

4 _ ing the ratification of the constitution of the German Union, which has this day been 
4 adopted. . . ae — 
a a In testimony whereof the plenipotentiaries have executed and sealed this convention . 
i in duplicate. He a ae ber. | — a 
j oO ‘Headquarters Versailles, November 21,1870. — oe 

; | Done at 5 olin, November 35,1870. cr | | 
i | eee SS woe ROON. [. 8] Von SUCKOW.[L.8.] 
j - The exchange of ratifications took place at Berlin. = oe / | 

: 4 Peace footing of the royal army-corps of Wiirtemberg. - | 

j | One general command. | oe 
i- | Two division commands.  — Oo a a : 
7 . Four infantry brigade commands, a — : 
a . Two cavalry brigade commands... re | 
7 “One artillery brigade command. ' a a | | a | 
3 | Fight infantry regiments, of three battalions each. _ ot 
: Four cavalry regiments, of five squadrons each.. 7 7 - : 
2 One field artillery regiment, with three unmounted companies, having four batteries | 
4 each. rns Sas oe | | 
j | One garrison artillery detachment, with four garrison companies. i. | 
7 ~~... ~~ One pioneer battalion. a aes ee | 

One train battalion. | oS a | 
‘ | Sixteen Landwehr district commands. | | ee oe _ | 
i - The administrations corresponding to the foregoing. : —— | 

i War footing of the royal army-corps of Wiirtemberg. = | | 

f _ I. Field troops: = ER ED gE Pee | iad | 
i (a) Command authorities: One general command (together with field gendarmerie | | 
‘ detachment and statf-guard); two infantry division commands; two cavalry brigade. | 
' _- commands; one commandof the reserve artillery, 7 FE 
: . (b) Infantry: The regiments containing three battalions each. . Cg | 
i - (c) Cavalry: The regiments containing four squadrons each. : een 
i | (d) Artillery: The detachment staffs existing in peace; the batteries, with six | 
7 | - pieces; also a column detachment, consisting of the staff,four infantry columns, and =f 
: | four artillery ammunition trains. . | . | Ce | : 
‘ie (€) Pioneers, three independent companies, with light field bridge-train, engineer : ! 
i column, and pontoncolumn. — 7 ee 
f _ . (f) Trains: Staff of the train-battalion ;. five provision columns; three sanitary de- | 
i ~ tachments, including companies for carrying the sick; one horse-depot; one field- 
i bakery column; one squadron, for accompanying trains ; wagon-train columns (about | 
| tive, of eighty teams each)... a : = i 
fF * (g) Administrations. a | oo oO 7 
i | 1. The intendancies, as follows: The corps intendancy ; three division intendancies | 

(one for each of the two infantry divisions; one for areserve artillery), |. | 
i. | . 2 The war fund of the corps. | Be | | 4 
| - 3. The field provision offices, as follows: One chief field provision office ; three field | 
i provision offices (one for each of the two infantry divisions—one for the reserve ar- 4 
i oe tillery); one field-bakery office. | : I 
i : 4, The directing medical personnel. | : 
} — 5, Twelve field-hospitals. - a oa : 
i ~ 6. The hospital-reserve personnel. | Ba | | | 
' oO 7. One hospital-reserve depot. © © |. Oo , — 
; . | 8. The field-post thus: one field-post office; four field-post expeditions, of whichlat- - | 
i: - ter two are for the two infantry divisions, one for the reserve, (cavalry and artillery); — 
‘ the fourth is mainly attached to the field-post, and, in case,of necessity, is transferred) | 
i to the advanced guard. — __ re - 
i | 9. The paymasters’ department. © — Be | _ 
i | 10. The clergy. oo | . en : co ft
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IL. Stationary authorities: one deputy general command, four deputy infantry brie : 

- gade commands, one inspector of the reserve squadrons, one command of the stationary — oe ; 
artillery, one stationary intendancy, one deputy chief corps-surgeon. | : - ee 

- III. Substitutionary troops: eight substitutionary battalions 3 four substitutionary  -E 
-. squadrons; one substitutionary artillery detachment, with two batteries, having six | 

. guns. each; one substitutionary pioneer company ; one substitutionary train detach- : 
‘ment. . He a | . eo | | ££ 

| IV. Garrison troops : sixteen Landwehr battalions; one or two garrison cavalry regi- _  £ 
- ments; three reserve foot-batteries, with six guns each; eight fortress artillery com- | 

'.  - panies, with the necessary detachment staffs ; three fortress pioneer companies. | 7 
All the troops on a war and peace footing, according to the Prussian schedule, as. &£ 

-reyards strength. » Hereafter, when the number of men to be called into service in time - | &§ 
| of peace exceeds the constitutional rate per cent. of the amount of population, the - | 

necessary modifications shall be reserved for special measures. | | 

a NONE, a es 

oe Mr. Davisto Mr. Hearts. : 

-. No. 698.]  .. UEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, |  &§ 
oe Berlin, June 13, 1877. (Received July 5.) f 

~ §rr: Most European centers of population, even those of the smallest =. ~— [ 
_ pretension, possess a collection of works of art.of more or less value, and : a 

of more or less extent. In the large capitals these treasures are gener- | 
ally esthetically arranged, with a view to gratify cultivated taste and | | 

- give pleasnre to sight-seers. The famous collections of the Vatican and ~ | | 
- the Louvre cannot be said to aspire to more than this, since, though | ego | 

liberally opened to the student and the copyist, they are not arranged | 
. with a view to progressive study or as a means of popular education. = =~ 

- Some of the modern collections, however, have been formed, arranged, 4 
and classified, and are used, rather with a view to diffuse a correct | oe 
knowledge of the principles of art among a whole population than to Oo 
afford pleasure to educated sight-seers. This is especially truaeof many ~~ J 

_ German collections, and of none more so than of those inthe museum of | | 

‘that collections for such purposes benefit a nation, that they create _ oe 
nobler tastes and gratify higher instincts than those developed:or | | 
touched by the ordinary business of life, that they even have a com- 

| mercial advantage and give a people new sources for the creationof = — { 
| national wealth, are truisms too obvious to dwell upon. That they = = | 
| require only a comparatively moderate annual outlay, provided it be di-. oe 

~ rected by cultivated intelligence and unselfish zeal, is not so well known. S | 
Perhaps, therefore, I shall not entirely throw away my time if I devote vee! ; 

| . it to the preparation of a brief sketch of the origin of the Berlin Mu- | 
| -.seum, and of what it aspires to be and todo. It is quite within the | 

| power of the United States, should the necessary appropriation be 
| made, to found an institution which, before the end of the first quarter = — | 
| of the next century, will be as useful to the millions who will then peo- — 
| ple the country as this museum is to the Germans of to-day. ©§ ©. 
| The early princes of the house of Hohenzollern were brave and skill- | 
| fal warriors, thrifty statesmen, and lovers of freedom according to the ce 
| ideas of their day; bat the art which they most cherished was the art , | 
| of war. While the finer-endowed Saxon rulers were collecting in Dres- El 
, den enduring food for the gratification of the higher wants of man, — _ | 
: Berlin was without a focus for a national art collection until the first = | 

7; JO FR | CO Be ns ,
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3 _ quarter of the present century had gone by. Individual electors of 
_ . Brandenburg and monarchs of Prussia had collected pictures, some of ; 

questionable: taste and some of merit, and also a quantity of antique 
7 . °. statues, of which few had much worth; but these articles were scat- ! 
i tered about in various palaces, inaccessible as a whole to the general — 
a public. . oo, a . : oS < 7 

i; sss early as 1810, the father of the present monarch conceived the | 
1 idea of massing the royal treasures in. a national collection. It being : 
i. found impracticable to put them in the academy in the Unter den Line | 

— den, Schinkel was commissioned in 1823 to construct the building now ) 
A known as the Old Museum. They collections were placed in it, when , 
; - finished, and thrown open to the public in 1830, from which time only | 
7 the Berlin Museum can be said to have existed as an entirety. The — 
7 : space was soon found inadequate, and what is called the New Museum | | 
i, was constructed in the rear of the old one between 1844 and 1855. - 

| ‘William von Humboldt was one of those most instrumental in plan- | 
po ning the original arrangement of the united collections. Atter the work 
: . was done, he reported to the King that, in his opinion, it was more sys- 

|... tematic and more harmonious than the arrangement of any other great 
to collection. He. also foreshadowed the collection of casts from ‘the | 
1 | antique, which is now one of the great features of the museum;.and he ~~ 
3 : added that, should that collection be extended and completed in the — | 
, _ spirit in which it was begun, and should it be systematically arranged | 
fo in an appropriate place, it would, in connection with the paintings, 
1. , afford an unequaled opportunity for the study of art. | a | | 
;  -  ., The administrative system then put. in operation has been somewhat. 
i | modified. Through all the changes, however, it has preserved its funda- 
_- mental. principle that there must. be a central functionary to whom the | 

specialists at the head of the several divisions are to be subordinate. 
' a Eminent men, holding from time to time the secondary posts, have re- _ ! 

oe _ sisted the subordination to a central head undoubtedly inferior to them 
Z ; in special fitness for managing a particular division; but it hasbeen 

_ thought—and,in my judgment, wisely—that a man of generalinformation 
ae and culture will take a broader view than a specialist is likely to take of — 

Po the wants of the institution as a whole, and will therefore bea fitter per- 
; son to be intrusted. with the divisions among the different departments. 4 
; of the amount yearly. allowed for the use of the whole institution, |. 
' | The statutes of the museum are not in print. The officers, however, 
' _ .. have kindly placed them at my disposal, and have. been most generous 
i | _ in furnishing information on all points respecting the organization and © | 
ae - management of the institution. The crown prince is at the head asits —— | 
Bo protector. No article costing over 1,500 marks ($357.30) and under | 
i 15,000 marks ($3,573) can be added without his approval. The pur- — 
to chase of articles costing over 15,000 marks must be first approved by - 
\ the Emperor. er Be 
i | The institution is in the department of the ministry of education. It | 

i is declared to be “ founded for scientific and art purposes,” and itis said 
+ that “theinstruction desired and the cultivating influences of art are 

I | to be furthered by information to be given cheerfully by the officials, | 
| and by catalogues of the several collections.” The officer at the immedi- | 
i | _ ‘ate head is called the director-general, and all officials are.required to 
i. obey him. i | 
i ‘The statutes make the following divisions and subdivisions of the | 

~~ collection: | es et | | 
So I. The-collection of plaster casts of sculpture of all ages and countries.



- IL The collections from ancient ages. : 
1, The Egyptian collection, ©. Bo a ; 

—-&. Classic and other antique sculptures. — ERs ee 
 - 3, “Vases, bronzes, mosaics, and other more minute works of ari of. § 

the Greek and Roman period. © &§ 
. .. 4, Coinsof the same period. ee aa ae — &§ 

| ILI. The collections from the middle ages and more modern periods. —  &— 
1. Seulpture,. = Se BSE 8B eS | 

— . 2, Models of buildings, 000 ” | 
3. More minute works of art. | 

|  §. Paintings. = ea a TA EES &| 
_ .. 6 Drawings, miniatures, and prints. ee ee 

IV. Historical, geographical, and ethnological collection. = = = = ©. «ff 
, 1. Historical curiosities of the royal houseof the country andofthe © — Jf 

countries in intimate relation with the same. = = 2 =~. SE 
9 German and Sclavie antiquities. = *| 
3. Curiosities from other parts of the world. = =i ese 

~The several departments of the museum are placed in charge of di- =~ § 
__ reetors and assistants, who are to be present alternately whenever the’. | 

museum is open, the director coming on one day and the assistant ou | 
- the next. They are required to devote their time to their respective og 

_ departments, and to be always ready to give any desired information  —_ | 
- respecting the collections under their charge, 2 
_. In order further to assist the director-general there is a commission, | 

consisting of five experts, to hear and report upon (a) new acquisitions; Be 
 (b) removal of existing objects from the museum; (c) arrangement of oT 

objects in the museum ; (d) repair and restoration of injured objects; (e) ees | 
disposition of objects condemned as unsuitable; and (f) catalogues. J 

_ Directors may be members of this commission. The concurrence of at’ | 
- Jeast three members is necessary to a report. If the director-general = 

_ disapproves of their action in any given case, he must report the fact. to oo & 
- the minister of education, who has a right of revision. At presenta = = © 

_ director has no veto upon a purchase ordered for his department, even. coe 
| though he may disapprove of it. Iam told that the proper authorities | | 

are considering whether it may not be well to confer this power. = J 
In putting the statutes into operation the official divisions [have re- .- | 

_ ferred to are abandoned or disregarded. The departments (Abtheilun-- = = ff 
gen) which have a director and an assistant director are: (1) the paint-- ee] 

| ings; (2) the statues; (3) the antiquities; (4) the coins; (5) the draw-- 
ings, miniatures, &e.; (6) the collection of artistic works of the middle = —_—— ‘J 
ages; (9) the Egpytian antiquities. The ethnographic collection (No.7) | 

_ and the collection-of northern antiquities (No.:8) are attached to No.6; 
and the department of casts (No. 10) is attached to No.2. The gallery = = 8 ~— [ 
of paintings has also a restorer and an assistant restorer, whose func- 
tions are both consultative and administrative. The first scholarship of | 

| Prussia is drawn into the service of these departments. Thelate Dre © | 
Waagen, esteemed one of the first critics of Europe, was at the head of 
the picture-gallery for tweuty years. His present successor is. Dr. Mever. | | 
Professor Curtius is in charge of the department of classic antiquities, ee 

| The department of coins is under the management of Dr. Friedlander; _ oo E 
that of ethnography under Professor Bastian. Professor Lepsiuscreated 
and manages the Egyptian department. The general director is Count — 

~ Usedom, a gentleman long in the diplomatic service of Prussia, and re- 
| garded as qualified by general culture and varied experience. toexercise = ~— & 
| the requisite gentle check upon the eminent men under:him. Theentire |
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: 7 force, from the director-general down, employed in the service.numbers 
, 86 persons. This includes 44 gallery-attendants and 17 laborers. The 

_ entire amount annually expended in salaries and in the traveling ex-— 
‘ | penses of persons sent out on special artistic or scientific missions is _ | 
: - 212,620 marks ($50,646.08). One familiar with the annual appropria- _ | 

tions made for the staff of persons employed in the Capitol and depart- ! 
ments in Washiogton will be struck with the contrast. ee 2 

| The budget for fire and lights, care of the buildings and gardens, liv- ! 
 eries of Servants, stationery, care and preservation of the books in the 7 

] library, &c., is 103,550 marks ($25,848.61). The aggregate of these two : 
i | sums ($/6,494.69) represents the actual cost of maintaining this enor- | 

mous institution in its present condition. To this must be added the ! 
, amount anunally expended for new purchases, which varies with the | 
i opportunities to buy and the generosity of the appropriating power. [n_ | 
, the budget for the present year it is fixed at 325,000 marks ($77,415). | 

For many years the amount expended did not approach thissum. In | 
: some years it has exceeded it. During the years 1872~73~74 the new _ | 
, acquisitions amounted to 44,337 pieces, viz, 225 pictures, 73 pieces of | 

. statuary, 192 casts, 2,580 articles of classic antiquity, 21,130 coins, 12,368 | 
| engravings, 3,031 ethnographic articles, 3,363 additions to the collection — | 
f of German or northern antiquities, 50 additions to the Egyptian collec- ! 
4 | tion, and 1,325 articles of middle-age art. — | | 

| _. The general disposition and arrangement of the collections is worthy —| 
: of much praise, and could be imitated in similar collections elsewhere. | 
i | The casts from the antique, for instance, are placed in rooms ornamented | 
7 with views of restorations of Grecian and Roman buildings and towns. | 
|.  The-walls of. the room which holds the casts from the Parthenon and. 
i _ the temple of Avgina are painted in fresco with views of the Acropolis, | 
i _ Olympia, A’gina, Sunium, and otber similar sights. The roomscontain- | 
| | ing the Egyptian collection are decorated with paintings whose proper 
| _ purpose can best be told in Professor Lepsius’s language: si. / 
‘ In the arrangement of the rooms for the Egyptian museum, it has been proposed to 
' ae make not only a convenient but an historic and art-teaching background, by means of 
4 . which the separated and disconnected monuments of that far-distant epoch.can be [ 
a : made to afford a more intelligent understanding and a greater comprehension to the f 
7 beholder. -A coup d’eil of the history, the mythology, and the private life of the i 
i | ancient Egyptians, spread before the eye in wall-pictures, should introduce one to the i 
i actual circle of Egyptian ideas, from which their monuments proceeded. Limiting I 
a | ' ourselves here to copies of existing old Egyptian representations, we have been able, by I 
| | faithfully imitating the Egyptian style and forms in larger dimensions and more varied | 

selections than any.collection of originals can offer,to place the visitor at once ina i 
i position to contemplate Egyptian art, and to judge the individual parts from the con- | 
. Oo - nection of the whole. ae | a | 

Poo As I do not aspire to make a guide-book of this dispatch, it is enough 
fo to.say that the happy ideas of Professor Lepsius have been well carried. | 
| - out in the decoration of the Egyptian rooms. The rooms of other col- 
: lections, also, have been decorated with appropriate paintings, illustrat- — | 
fo ive of the contents of the room and of the people with whose history t 
. they are connuected. a me ene | 
i | The collection of casts from the antique, though not, indeed, peculiar 

a to Berlin,* has been carried here to a point little short of perfection. = | 
i It contains some 1,400 plaster gasts, giving all there is most famous in the 
a pp * ean ae 2 ee yg so 

, | different galleries of Europe. No historic school of artis unrepresented, | 
i ) The lions and bulls and low reliefs of Nineveh; the placid faces of the = | 
- _ Rameses and Thothmes of the Nile; the statues and friezes from the Par- 
ao thenon; the classic treasures of the Vatican and the Louvre; the stat- 

: Ss * The collections in the Louvre, in the crystal palace at Sydenham, and in the Uni- | | 
_ - versity of Bonn, are said to rank next in importance. - a nig eee



| ‘ues on the tombs of the Medici, the best mortuary monuments of.the — | f 
middle. ages; in fine, the first representatives of every class of artin | os 
sculpture have been carefully reproduced in plaster through molds we 
taken from the originals. They are daily open to public inspection and — &| 
 study,in well-lighted, well-ventilated rooms, where, arranged in schools, _  &- 
they are placed in eharge of a scholar competent to answer the ques- ee | 
tions of inquiring students. Here, too, at hours which do not interfere = = = § 
with the use of the museum by the general public, professors take their 

- Glasses and teach the principles of art from the higher sources. | 
: The same may be said of the other collections. The picture-gallery oe 

contains few pictures of great note; but as a place for teaching the ~ : 
. history of art aud the development of the different styles, it has few — | | 

superiors. The coins and ‘gems are arranged for educational use. | | 
_- Selected choice specimens, of ditferent epochs and countries, are exposed | ft 

in cases. Students who wish to go further have access tothe remain- . — J 
der, through the attendants. In some fields of classic art an attempt | I 

. has been made toimitate the plan which has succeeded so well with the | 
| statues. Paintings from Pompeii or the tombs of Rome cannot be had. | 

Competent artists have therefore been employed to copy selected sub- - : 
jects from these sources. Thus the Berlin artist and workman findin , 
the museum what will give them adequate ideas of the Roman use of . a 
color and form in decoration. = | ee eee oe 

The department of casts contains the original molds from which the 
casts were obtained. From these molds the museum makes copies for | : 

- persons whose orders come through proper channels, and generously — - | 
. sells them at cost price. Some idea of what this is may be gathered a7 | 
. from afew items. The Horse-Tamer of Phidias, 5.56 meters in height, = | J 

costs 6,000 marks ($1,429.20); the Farnese Bull, with all the figures, — oa 
3.63 by 2.98 meters, 3,600 marks ($857.52); the Capitoline Venus, 105 - | | 

- Inarks ($25.02); the Florence Niobe with one of the daughters, 135 marks oT 
($32.17); the beautiful bronze Praying Boy in the Berlin Museum, 90 = | 
marks ($21.44); the bust of Julius Caesar, also in Berlin, 7.50 marks  —s_ J 

| ($1.79); two lions from the portal of Mycene, 450 marks ($107.19); | 
Horse’s Head from the Parthenon, 24 marks ($5.71). These prices in- ee 
clude finishing the seams and the immersion of the cast in a solution of 

: - In a separate building, quite remote from those Ihave been describ- = = = J 
| ing, is the Gewerbe Museum, a large and quite interesting collection of = —s ff 
| objects like porcelain, majolica, glass, furniture, carpets, &c., showing — a , 
| the application of art. to the purposes of daily life. In spirit, thiscollee- 
| tion is part of the Royal Museum, but it has a different organization, — 

Practically, it has been found of decided value in the rich suggestions —_- 
which it offers to skilled workmen... | 

, - Without entering upon the tempting fields which this subject offers, | 
, I content myself with the single point which has been presented. The - 
| history of this institution shows that the nation which comes the latest. - 

into the field can, at a comparatively moderate cost, gather collections of — 
i objects of art and historic interest which may rival older institutions as — | 
i _- practical educators in taste and artistic execution. The collections of pic- ae 
| tures, whose purchases laid the foundation of the Berlin Gallery, arenot =. 
| the last that will be brought to the hammer by reverses of fortune. The 
| analogous process of tracing may give form and drawing in painting,as = 
| the mold has given them in sculpture. The skilled artist who can | 
| . clothe them with color and fill them with soul has not ceased to exist. | | 
| The same process which has given Berlin her casts from. the antique, oe | 
| can give the like tous. Collections of gems and antiquities are stil = |
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a from time to time coming into the market, and the great treasures which 

;. _ bave found their way to national ownership can still be.copied in plas- | 
|. | _ ,ter for the student’s use. Lastly, in America we may hope that,even 

| more than in Europe, private citizens will be disposed to deposit with 
i _ the government for perpetual protection what they regard as their 
to choicest treasures in art, when the government has once provided a _ 
to _sxeceptacle for the purpose, | re | 
i __ In the hope of making an. humble contribution toward the establish- | 
+ |. ~ment’of such a national institution for our whole united country, I have | : 
i | _ written this dispatch; and, sir, SS rs 
, Thave,&., 00 0 Ss | 

| . Pe | Mr. Davis to Mr. Evarts. | 

| No. 703.) == ss LG ATION OF THE UNITED. STATES, | 
: 7 re Berlin, June 30, 1877. (Received July 19.) 

| _ Sire: For the better observation of the operation of the naturalization  —| 
i treaties in Germany, I have at the close of each year during my charge | 
pO of this mission transmitted to the Department asummary ofthe questions — | 
. _ relating to citizenship which have arisen in the correspondence of the | 
: legation during the year. [now makeasimilar report forthe yearending — 
Bo _ thisday. I must, however, beg you to remember that, with few unimpor- | 
A tant exceptions, this summary does not include the personal applica- 

Zz tions which are daily made in numbers at the legation for advice in — | 
Co cases which are frequently quite perplexing. Ces. 

wos ey . aa oe | os ‘SUMMARY, a8 | : . - . ‘ | 

. : 1. Alber, John George, November 5, 1876, wrote. the legation a statement of hiscase; 
| said that he “left Germany in order to avoid military duty,” and asked whether he} 

oo could remain here and be protected. . The legation sent him a copy of the usual circu- 4 
i lar in German and English. On the 8th he telegraphed that be had received noanswer i 
. to his letter and was “ greatly agitated.” The k gation telegraphed that an answer | 
: a had been sent. Since then nothing has been heard from him. ss Bo, | 

a - 2. Baab, Andreas Friedrich, emigrated to America, resided there five years, was nat- : 
so uralized, and then resumed his residence in Germany. When he had resided here nearly —— 
: two years he was notified that he must leave Germany at the expiration of the two years : 
: ' orenter the army. He appealed to the legation, but could give no good reason for —s 
2 / its intervention. He then went to the United States. After remaining there a few i 
f ‘weeks he reappeared at his father’s home in Germany, and was at once put into the i 

army by the German authorities. He asked the legation to intervene to secure his | 
i release, with permission to return to America; on the ground that in what he had done 
a he bad obeyed the directions of an old and infirm father, who had now regretted what | 
. he had counseled, and wished his son to return to America. The legation did- make | 
i: __ “the desired representations, and the German Government refused the release on the f 
i: + - ground that the young man’s statements were not cerrect. | Be a I 
po . 3 Bachrach, David A., was ordered in 1866. to appear for enlistment. Instead 
fo _ thereof he went to America and was naturalized... Wished to know if he could safely 
, return to Germany. The legation replied that he appeared to have committed a mili- | | 
| _ tary offense, and it could not answer his question. = - eT 
i — 4.. Bassiet, Philipp: June 26,1877, the landrath from Thorn transmitted the citizen | 
: _ paper and passport of Bassiet, and inquired whether they were genuine. The legation | 
i a replied that the passport was genuine, and that it had no doubt of the authenticity of | 
i the other paper, but could not certify to it officially. It: appeared from the inclosures =| 

- that it was a question whether Bassiet should be put in the army. | 
J - 5. Bassne, Philip, October 22,1876, wished to know if his discharge from the Army of i 
: the United States. would serve him as a passport. The legation replied that it would
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not, and sent him the customary form of application. Since then nothing has-been | - 
| heard from him. ve) | ME a 

| 6. Benque, Franz W., was born in the United States, of German parents naturalized a 
-. there as citizens. In 1862 they returned to Germany, bringing the infant chiid with a } 

- them: He. has since resided here with them. He applies for a passport to be issued. ' 
po January 1, 1878, to enable him to.return to America... The legation answers that no : | 

passport is necessary for that purpose ;. but that if, when the time co.nes, he still de- .  E 
sires & passport, and makes application for it, the application will be considered. ae 

7. Bens, Juhn F., was born in Germany in 1820, emigrated in 1847, and was natural- : 
ized in 1852. In 1858, while in the United States, he was fined 100 thalers for non- | | 

. performance of military duty in 1849. Levy was made in 1875 upon an inheritance — Ug 
! coming to him. The legation intervened for him at the foreign office, and secured the — |g 

: release of his property. — a ee oe | Ae a 
| 8, Bettmann, Otto, wrote:to the legation November 25, 1876, that he objected tothe = | 

| two-years’ residence provision of the treaties, and he wished to know whether, should an 
he leave Germany for a short time and then return, they would be defeated... The lega- og 

. tion in reply sent him the customary eireular, os ONES «- 
--Y, Bischoff, Henry, inquired, October 2, 1876, as to the status of a German naturalized _ og 
in the United States, who goes into business in Germany and remains here over two 
years. The ustal circular was sent him. oS re a Pee 

: ~ 10. Blesch, John Charles, the son of German parents, naturalized in the United States ; 

was born in New York in 1851; his father died in New York in 1854; he returned to ok 
Germany with his mother in 1859, and resided with her here during his minority. His _ - 
mother made application for a passport for him, and subsequently he applied himself. od 
It appears from a voluminous correspondence that neither his mother nor he has at. 
any time had the intention of returning to America. On the authority of the Stein- | - q 

_ kanler case the passport was refused. CD De a a 
- JL. Borrenkott, Aloys F. H.: His brother, Heinrich, transmitted Aloys’ certificate of 

naturalization, and stated that proceedings had been taken against him for emigration oo 
without permission, after evrollment, and asked the legation to intervene, in order to f 

--. enable the brother to return to Germany.. The legation answered that until steps. a 
| . should be taken to enforce the judgment, there was no ground for its intervention. «= a | 

| - : 12. Boéttger, John: The usual case of a fine for non-performance of military duty, = | a 

imposed upon a German during his absence in the United States. After some corre- . 
spondence 1 came out that no proceedings had been taken to enforce the fine. The an 

 _ legation sent copies of the treaties and requested Mr. Béttger to communicate with it — oe 
further should it be necessary, ‘ 

«183. Breslauer, Julius, inquired personally. as to going into business in hisown name —_. 
-. in Germany. Was asked if he intended to return to the United States, and answered, _ a 

7 guess not.” The circumstances of his naturalization, as detailed by him, his gen- | 
_ eral appearance, and his answers to the questions put to him, led to the conclusion Moe 

| that it was best to give him no advice. . oe 
14. Cahn, Jacob, was naturalized in the United States and returned here in May, © - — ; 

' 1875. The authorities notified him that if he did not. go back to America within the oo 
Z two years he would be putin the army. .The legation sent him a copy of the usual t 

circular. | Soe. oo oe ee re ee — | 

15. Croner, Jacob, emigrated to the United States when fourteen years old; resided — Oo 
there twelve years, and was naturalized there; wished to know whether he could go - | 

- into business in his native country and continue to reside here; was uncertain. whether on 2 
: ~~ he should go back to the United States. The legation referred him to the treaty and — | 

_ gave him a copy of the usual circular. gS hol Peed fg ie Lae GE 
- 16. Eberle, Julius, had been naturalized in America. June 26, 1877, he wrote the | | 
legation that he had resided in Germany two years and wished permission to stay a = = = | 

- year longer. .The legation sent the usual circular in veply. 9 0 ae a 
17. Essen, Arnold C., April 26, 1876, applied in person for a passport ; made. oath that | 

| he was born at East New York, and proved his identity by an American known. to the oe 
legation. A passport was issued. Subsequently, while traveling on a German rail- - | 

_- way, he used, in the presence of the police, expressions which. caused his: arrest on. a . | 
|. charge of slandering.a member of the royal family. He was convicted and tookan = |. f 
-. appeal. Pending the appeal, he asked, through the consul at Bremen, that the lega-. . og 

| tion would intervene for him. Auswer was made that while the case was pending =. | 
| judicially in the courts the legation could not intervene; but, should judgment go | 
. against him, it appeared on the statement to be a proper case for the legation: to ask | | 
| the reyal clemency in his behalf. The judgment beluw being confirmed,:Mr.: Essen t 
| __ . sent a sworn statement to the legation, in which is appeared that he was born in Gere | 

| = many, and went to the United States when he was thirteen years of age. - The legation . - 
declined to intervene, and demanded the return of the passport, which had been issued og 

| . onan affidavit that turned out to be talse.. The passport was surrendered: 9.) oo, | 
ys 18. Fieken, —-——: The consul at Bremen informed the legation that the father of — = 
| -. young Ficken had formerly been in business in America,and had:heen naturalized = |
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: . thre, but many years ago had returned to Bremen, and had purchased an estate in its 7 
4 neighborh: od, aud res ded there antil his death, with all his family (including young / 
- _ Picken, who'was born in the United States), making occasional trips to America, so 
7 that he had not, at any one time, been two years in Germany without going to America... | 
4 oo _ The father had lefs a considerable estate, and the son was deterred from qualifying as 
4 | ‘executor by fear that he would be subjected. to military duty. ‘The consul asked the 
i | advice of the legation. The legation declined to give advice, and counseled the con-.__ 
4 | sul to do the same, since, should a question hereafter be raised about the status of 
4 . . young Ficken, it might become necessary to pass.upon the case officially. © . 
, : 49. Finkenstein, Julius: The usual case of emigration and naturalization, fine for non-. _ - 
4 . . performance of military duty during absence in. America, and attempt to collect the | 
3 . fine on return to Germany. The legation intervened with the foreign office and the —— | 
; fine was remitted. = . a . Bo 7 an 
4 20. Flotow, Philip, August.6, 1876, wrote the legation that he had been naturalized 7 
i in America, and had been fined 50 thalers for non-performance of military duty. The 
3 legation sent him the usual blanks for stating his case, since which nothing has been 2 
a. heard from him. — . So ne ae 
: 21. Friedlander, M., March 28, 1877: had been naturalized in the United States. . 

_ Wished to know if he could safely remain in Germany. Sent him the usual circular. | 
22. Getzkow, Gustav, in November, 1876, informed the legation that he emigrated 

i _. after performance of military duty here, and was naturalized in America. He had | | 
7 . been fined for unauthorized emigration. By return-mail the legation sent the usual 

ne blank forms, since which nothing has been heard of the case. 
io . 23. Groenninger, Leopold, November 14, 1876, wrote the legation that he had been — | 
3 naturalized in America, and that during his absence a fine of 300 marks for non-fulfill- : 
3 | nent of military duty had been collected out of his property. The legation answered —s 
4 . that if he were an American citizen at the time of coliection of the money it would be ; 
i; ~~. *-: refunded, and sent him the usual blanks for the preparation of a statement. Since | 
: _ then nothing has been heard of.thecase. =~ RE Te eno : —_ | 
: . 24. Heidt, Joseph, a native of Hanover, emigrated to the United States when seven- | 

ee - teen years of age, resided there five years, was naturalized, returned to his old home- | 
: stead, and in a few months was ordered to report for military duty or leave Germany 
: . __ -within eight days. The legation interposed at the foreign office, and on the first of | 
2 June was informed that the measures taken for Heidt’s enrollment had been desisted _ 
i oo from, and those for hisexpulsion withdrawn.) Seda 
; 25. Herz, Julius, April 17, 1877, informed the legation that he had been fined 150. 
- _ marks, and if found fit for service would be enrolled, and was told that he must leave. | 
i. | Germany if be did not wish to relinquish his American citizenship. .Hesaid-hishealth | 
3 did not permit him to do so. The leyation replied that his statements were too vague, | | 
: and sent him the customary circulars and blanks. 4 

a _. 26. Hirsch, Marcus, applied for a passport, and sent as part evidence of hiscitizenship 
: an old passport which had expired by its own limitation. Being a naturalized citizen : 
i . residing in bis native country, he was asked whether he intended to return to the _ 
i _ United States, and declined to say. The case being referred to the Department, the | 
a legation was instructed not to issue a passport, and to:retain the old passport, but to i 
| _ YFeturn the citizen paper. a a | - ae 4k oe | 27. Isaacs, Z..S., June 12, 1877, said that he desired to go into business in Germany, i 
i and -.wished to know if he could do so. The Jegation replied: that it was not authorized ' 
i eo to pass upon such questions, and that he had better consult a local lawyer. Jf 
a os 28. Jacobson, Diedrich, stated under oath at the legation that he wasa native of Ger-. t 

many; that he arrived in the United States by the steamer Minnesota between the [ 
5th and 12th of December, 1871; that, he was naturalized October 3, 1876, and that he re- ' 

i - turned to Germany November 3, 1876. He now resides in Germany and has no purpose’ [ 
i | of gong back to the United States. The legation took charge of his certificate and = | 
j passport and reported the case tothe Department. The course of the legation was | : 
t approved. . a a . ae E 

i . 29. Johns, Otto: In August and September, 1876, a correspondence took place with | 
i the consul at Mannheim, from which it appeared that Mr. Johns was born in Germany, 
‘ went to the United States, became naturalized there, and returned to Germany eight- an: 
'  ———.-«. een_ years ago, bringing with him his two minor sons born in the United States, and — F 
: that he had no intention of ever returning to the United States. He wished to know 
i | whether his sons. were liable to military service, and whether such service would affect 
i their nationality. In June of the present. year he made application for a passport, | 
i . stating that he left America thirteen years ago, and that he intends to return to America | 

in six years. The legation reported the case for instructions. . FE 
: 30. Joung, John, January 8, 1877, informed the legation that he had lost his citizen 
go paper, and was threatened with early imprisonment if he did not produce it. The 
i _  legation immediately asked the foreign office to suspend proceedings against him until — | 
: he could procure duplicates from America. On the 12th of January he informed the | 
i legation that he had received the duplicates, and apologized for his trouble. -



| . 81. Kahrmann, Ludwig, September 23, 1876, asked the status of naturalized Ameri- ; | 
—- gans returned to Germany. By return mail the legation sent him a copy of the treaty. — &£ 

- On the 10th of October, and again on. the 14th, he was at the legation in person, and an 
| said that he was threatened with imprisonment for evasion of military duty. Here- | | 

-. ceived copies of the necessary papers to enable him to conduct. his own case without 7 ; 
_ resort to political intervention. . It is presumed that he was successful. . | 

oo 32. Kauter, Barthold, October 27, 1876, inquired personally as to his rights and duties a 
| as a naturalized American citizen. He received in reply a copy of the usual circular. q 

33. Kasper, E. O., June 15, 1877, made similar inquiries to those made by Mr. Kauter, : 
and was answered in the same way. “, Ser - coh a gue Sie ao . . 4 

| 34, Kaufmann, Adolf, April 12, 1877, informed the legation that he and his brother OE 
had been naturalized in America, and wished to know whether they could remain here Og 
permanently without being put into the army at the end. of two years.. The legation oe 
sent. him the usual circular. oe ek. : et  &-§ 

a 35. Kloss, EL. F., a native of Prussia; emigrated to the United States, arriving there | 
_» November 11, 1870; was naturalized November 1, 1875, after a residence of less than, . «| 

five years. Returning to Prussia in 1876, he was fined for emigration without permis-— al 
gion, and, after paying the fine, sought the intervention of the legation. Under the | | 
circumstances, the legation declined to intervene, retained the evidence of citizenship,  &§ 

- .  and- reported the case to the Department. Its action was approved. = -&§ 
36. Koerner, F. W.; October 30, 1876, wrote the legation from America, asking whether | 7 

a naturalized citizen could return toGermany. The legation senta copy of the treaty. : 
87. Koch, Albert, June 21, 1877, wrote the legation, stating that his father,a nativeof = | § 

- Luxemburg, naturalized in the United States, had settled in Germany six years ago, &§ 
bringing with him the writer, a native of the United States. The writer was twenty-_ ; : 

- two years of age, and desired to go into business in Germany, but feared that he would | 4 
be summoneé to do military duty. The legation replied that until he should. be sum- _ Bn 

~ moned no ease would arise for its action. In case of being summoned, he should — . | 
notify the legation at once. = | 8 a rege OS ee a  &§ 
. 88. Kriegel, Gustav, born in Prussia; emigrated to the United States in.1870, when — | 
fifteen and a half years old’; returned to Prussia in 1874; re-emigrated the same year, | 

- with a German passport authorizing him to go abroad temporarily, subject to a liabil- oe 
ity to return to perform military duty; was naturalized October 19, 1876; at once. dE 

oe came back to Germany, and was ordered to be enrolled. It appeared that the authori- ~_ | 
- ties maintained that he had never resided five years uninterruptedly in the United f 

| _ States, as required by the treaty. The case was referred to the Department, and the an ; 
. legation was instructed to take no steps in it. — ee, ve oes ee . 

_ 39. Kroemer, Mrs. C. W., and her husband were natives of Wiirtemberg. They were : | 
married in the United States, and their children were all born there. The husband | 
died there, and the widow resumed her residence in her native country, with her 
minor children, in 1865.. She preserved no domicile in America, and paid no taxes ~*~ | 

| there, although she had property and paid taxes in Wiirtemberg. She applied, through |  #- 
the consul at Stuttgart, for a passport for herself and children. She said totheconsul  . | 
that she should at some time return to America for the benefit of her children. The | 

, consul expressed the opinion that she did not intend to return to America, and that =. — [ 
the application was made because the military authorities contemplated putting her. | 

| - gon in thearmy. The legation declined to issue the passport, and said that should pro- = 
| ceedings be taken against the young man the case could be reported to the legation. ae . 
i. 40. Kuhnt, Gottlieb, had been naturalized in the United States, and had now resided in — oe 

Germany two years. He wished a new passport to enable him to reside here two more. — ae 
The application was informal and nothing was done aboutit. _ Oo , cg 

41, Jean, ——— :.Her son was in America, where he had declared hisintention to be-- | . 
i = eome a citizen of the United States. In his absence he had been fined for non-perform- - 
| - ance of military duty. She asked the intervention of the legation. Answer was made. oo 

) that nothing could be done, as her son was not an American citizen. | 
, — 42. Lang, Henry Albert: His father was in America and was said to have been nat- - 

- uralized. The son applied for a passport, but presented no evidence of the father’s ot 
i natoralzation, or of his own residence at any time in America. The passport was. | 

refused... coe se ee - mS ay Ps 
, 43. Lelmann, E., said that he was a naturalized citizen of the United States who had 

- jived there fourteen years, and was now domiciled in Germany. Wished to know | S, 
_— about his rights. After some correspondence the legation was able to advise him not | 
; .. to borrow trouble, but should it come, to apply to the legation. _ Coe a 
»  .. 44. Levenson, Louis, Prussian by,birth, was naturalized in America in 1855, had re-. 

turned to Prussia and resumed his old nationality by formal act. Hisson, bornin 
_ America, was approaching military age. He wished advice. The legation declined to | oT 

O45. Levinsohn, Charles, represented that he emigrated to America in April, 1870, and . | 
was naturalized in May, 1875. He wished to surrender a Department passport and ob-. ee 

_. tain a legation one in lieu of it.. He said he did not intend to return tothe United.
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io _ States. The legation, therefore, declined to issue a passport. Some suspicious circum-. , 
4 stances induced an inquiry into the time of his emigration. It turned out that he left | q _ Germany in June, 1870, and that his alleged naturalization was fraudulent. The lega- 
i tion, therefore, secured the surrender of his Department passport and also of‘his:cer- 
a _ . tificate of naturalization. a CO OE 
i; 7 46. Lichtenfels, Karl F. and Withelm, jr.: Their father emigrated many years ago to the | 
4 ‘United States, and was naturalized there. The-sons were both born there. In1856the | 
ee father returned with his sons to his native land, and they have since continuously 

j co resided there together. About two. years since a passport was issued to Wilhelm, in. | | 
i : _ ignorance of these facts. They were disclosed on Karl’s application for a passport. | 
7 The legation refused a passport to Karl and secured the return of Wilhelm’s passport, | 
7 and informed the young men that should military service be claimed from them ,and = | 
7 _ . should they desire to return tothe United States, they must give notice of it. Se 
j 47. Lien, B., applied informally for a passport, in order to sijourn with his parents | | 
i : _ without reverting to Prussian nationality. The legation informed him of the’ treaty, 

- and how to apply for a passport. Nothing has since been heard from. him. - | 
7 . _ 48. Lind, George, appeared before the consul at Sonneberg, and told him that he was 
: | born in April, 1849, that he went to the United States in 1868, and was naturalized in 
4. 7 Boston in 1875. He wanted a passport. Subsequently it appeared that he did not 
:. _ emigrate till 1872, that he resided in the United States only three years before natur- 

alization, and that he was fraudulently naturalized for. the purpose of voting. The 
passport was refused, and the facts were reportéd to the Department. . me 

i. ; . 49. Losch, Charles F.: The minor son of a deceased German said to have been natural- 
:- ized in America. . The young man’s guardian inquired about the liability to do military | 
fo - duty, and was told that should a case @rise it would be taken into consideration. __ 
i 50. Lua, Alphonso, April 23, 1877, inquired by letter as to what rights he, having been © 

7: naturalized in America, bad in Alsace. The answer of the legation called for bis citizen- 
4 a paper and more detailed statements respecting his emigration and return, to which no - 
i .  Tesponse has been made. — . © 7 a, : BE - | 
4 oe - 51. Mallon, Ernst, April 2, 1877, wrote that he had been naturalized in America, that 7 | 

he had returned here on a visit and wished to remain two years, but had been ordered | 
a before the military authorities. He asked protection. Copies of the usual circular and 
; . papers were sent to him. Nothing further having been heard from him, it is supposed | 
a that he has secured his exemption. — ee rr 
q 52. Mammelsdorf, Edward, emigrated to America in 1867; resided there five and ahalf i 
:- years; was naturalized; resumed his residence in his native country in 1872; and has 

since resided there. In August, 1875, he received a@ passport from the legation. In) | 
| April, 1877, he applied for.a new passport, on the grotind that he had lost the old one. | 

! | The legation. decided that the facts tended to raise a presamption that Mammelsdorf | 
i . sought naturalization in order to. avoid military duty here, but that it would not con-  — _ i 

sider the application until the expiration of two years from the issue of the old pass- 
ao port. The decision was reported to the Department, and sustained. = 
‘ — 53. Mayer, Henry, applied as a naturalized citizen for a passport. Being required to — | 
i _. produce a certificate of naturalization, the application was withdrawn. > i 
i. 54, Mély, Auguste, born at Lutzelbourg, in Lorraine, in 1836; went to the United : 
‘ae ‘States in 1852; was naturalized in 1858; returned to Lutzelbourg in 1861, bringing 4 

. . with him his young son born in the United. States, and has since resided there con- | i 
‘ee tinuously with him. In the course of the German-Franco war his property suffered ' 

| some damage, for which conipensation was awarded and paid him. Subsequently he — : 
j was compelled torefund the amount awarded for damages sustained by his personal F 
i ‘property. This was done because he set up American citizenship against a claim to — E 
| the military services of his son, and it was alleged that the United States in similar : 
i cases did not make restitution. In the early part of the present year Mr. Mély wrote — 

__ the legation that the German authorities s:ught to compel his son to perform military of 
po duty on the ground that the long residence of the father in his native place had worked 
i a renunciation of his naturalization, and he asked the intervention of the legation. | 
a: The case was reported to the Department and the legation was instructed to do nothing. | 
i. . 95. Mendelsohn, Leopold, September 21, 1876, called’ in person to inquire about the 7 
: — status in Germany of a native-born German naturalized in the United States. Gave : 

ee the usual circular, — | | Hoe oe L i . 96, Mertens, George, wrote from America that he had been naturalized, and wished = 
; . to visit his family, and wanted to know what his status would bein Germany. He | 
: _ was advised to apply to the Department for a copy of the treaty. | : 

ee - OF, Meyer, Hans, October 20, 1876, wrote that he had been naturalized in the United | | 
i States, and asked if he could safely visit Germany. Sent him the usual circular. | 
: 98. Mitzsche, Curt E., October 10, 1876. Similar inquiries tothe last case. Thelega- | 
a tion sent acopy of the treaty in reply. ee | | 
: "59, Miiller, Robert : The usual case of emigration, naturalization, return toGérmany, =| 
7 attempt to collect a fine fur non-performance of military duty, intervention of the 

| | legation at the foreign office, and remission of the fine. So - a
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60. Mysing, Frederick, March 2, 1877, inquired as to status in Germany of the children | - 
of naturalized Americans of German origin, and. desired.to have the birth of his : 
children registered in the legation. The ustal circular was sent to bim, and he was fl 

| - told that the law makes no provision for registering births of children of Americans | ft 
born in Germany. os a Seg oP Co | 

| 61. Neumann, :f.: His son went to America in 1872, and will wish to return after he | | | 
- is naturalized.. He wishes to know what rights his son will have under the treaty. = | 
,. Phe legation answered that as he and his son were both Germans, the inquiry should ) 

be addressed to the German authorities. —_ eo , ae 7 
_ . 62. Obermayer, Benjamin, a native of Bavaria, naturalized in the United States, and — : 

for some time past'has been residing in Bavaria. He applied for a passport, and on - | E 
-. . being asked it he intended to return to the United States, refused to answer the ques- ae 

| tion. The passport was refused and the case reported. . __ | ee ee | 
/ 63. Oldsen, John D.: The usual case of emigration, naturalization, return toGermany, = =-——sédi 

- . and the attempt to enforce a fine for the non-performauce of military duty.. The lega- | . | 
tion interposed at the foreign office, and the fine and costs were remitted. © By 7 
. 64. Oppenheimer, Zacharias, wrote several letters to the legation giving it to under-- 

-- stand that he had been naturalized in the United States and had resumed js residence oe 
in Germany with a purpose of remaining here. . He inquired each time which of the = — & 

| naturalization treaties applied to his case. The legation each time answered that it oo El 
could not consider his-case in advance of hostile.action by the German authorities; — a 

- and.was at last obliged to decline further correspondence till cause for official action — 
should arise. 7 oe oo | - EE qj 

65, Peter, Frederick, December 1, 1876, asked as to his liability to military duty, and mo 
was told that the legation would consider the case when steps should be taken to com- : 

 pelhim to performit. 2 | oo - so aa 
. 66. Salamon, Louis, January 13, 1877, inquired as to the provisions of the treaty. — : 

| The legation sent him the usual circular. | LC , ee . 
| "67. Salamonzke, Walde, January 16, 1877, called in person and exhibited a certificate 

- of naturalization dated.October 9, 186, and a passport from the Department of State, -  g 
- issued in 1875, and applied fora new passport. His application being made out and , | 

-sworn to in the usual form, it appeared that he had not resided five years in the United | 
States at the time of his naturalization. On being further questioned on this point, oe 
he admitted ‘such to be the case. The legation, therefore, retained his papers,and = 
reported the case to the Department. | rs oe ae &— 

| _ 68. Scherler, Oscar, September 16, 1876, called in person; said that he had been re- © 
quired to report in Berlin for military duty ; exhibited his certificate of naturalization. —_.  & 

_ Thelegation gavea copy of the treaty, and advised him what todo. The next day he © | 
a called and said that he had followed the directions of the legation and had been dis- — | 

eharged. | nay ae - - 
. 69. Schmidt, Philip Heinrich, a native of Hesse; emigrated, was naturalized under | 

| the name of Henry Schmidt, and returned and took up his residence in. Hesse. He | 
applied for a passport. The consular officer at Mayence was of the opinion thatthe = == 

7 applicant-did not intend to return to the United States, The legation declined to issue 
the passport and reported the case. . et 8 | | Co : 

40. Schuelten, C. J. W.: His mother inquired as to the son’s nationality, the father a 
| having been a naturalized citizen. of the United States, who died in Germany. The — . | 

~ Jegation answered that it could give no certificate of nationality other than a passport, | 
| -  . and that when the question should arise it would be duly considered. Ce | 

71, Sehulz, Hermann, applied through the consular agency at Breslau for a passport. | 
, It appearing that he was a native of Germany, whohad been naturalized in the United — . : , 

_.  §$tates, and had resumed his residence in his native country, the legation inquired as | 
| to his purpose to return to the United States. No answer has been received. —- eo 

72. Schwerdtfeger, Karl, March 6, 1877, inquired whether his brother who had emigrated : | 
_ to America when twenty-one years of age with a false passport after having been entered. | 
|. for the reserve service, and who had‘ been naturalized in America, could safely return ©  — § 

to Germany, and whether he must pay a fine for which # attachment had been laid. 7 
| ‘The legation did not think itself competent to answer these questions. ee en 

. 3. Sickel, Joseph, inquired respecting the rights of Americans of German birth oe 
| .. Yeturning to Germany. Sent him a copy of the treaty. ce 

'. 74. Seola, John, a native of Hesse, born in 1850, obtained a discharge from nation- | re 
ality and emigrated in his seventeenth year; was naturalized November 14, 1873; at ee 

- once returned and resumed his residence in Hesse; August 22, 1876, was ordered to m | 
- return to the United States or report for military duty. He invoked the intervention OE 

' of the legation, which was refused, there heing no good reason for taking his case out — , | 
' of the operation of the treaty. a - See BO | | | 

; 7%, Stahl, John, a native of Prussia. His case in every respect is similar to the last | 
- one, and the same course was pursued by the legation. __ | ae | 

i =: > 76, Stahlmann, Philip: He complained shortly after his return toGermany thathis = = ———«*&SK 
; certificate of naturalization had been taken from him by the authorities and he had Os
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a been ordered to report for duty. The legation presented the cave to the foreign office 
j _ May 9, 1877, and on the 22d it was informed that after Stahlmann had proved the 2 
7 - acquisition of American citizenship, aud a residence of five years in the United States, 
: he was at once dispensed from appearing for enrollment and his papers were returned. 

77, Stock, Anton, complained that a fine had been imposed upon him for non-perform- : 
q | ance of military duty. The legation asked for evidence of citizenship and a detailed 
j - statement, and inclosed a blank for the latter purpose. Nothing more heard from him, 
2 | _ 48. Theodor, Ernst, January 12, 1877, appeared at the legation, exhibited his certifi- , 
: cate of naturalization, and said he had recently returned to Germany and desired to go 
3 _ Into business here, and wished to know how long he could remain without molestation. 
3 a Before emigrating he had been twice summoned for duty and put back. He was un- ! 
4 ~ certain when he should return to America, or whether he should return at all. A copy ss 
4 _ of the treaty was given to him, and he was told that should he be interfered with he | 
ae - must address the legation and his case would then be considered. . | 

- — 79. Tiefenthal, Salamon, inquired by letter as to the status of a German naturalized — | 
, in America and returning here to reside.. Sent him the usual circular. . 

i _- 80. Unknown: The consular agent at Diisseldorf reported the following case: A Ger- 
d man artist gesiding at Diisseldorf is seeking to become a naturalized citizen of the | ! 
7 _ United States with a view to pass his paintings free of duty, and for this purpose has | 
i visited the United States several times, always returning to his domicile in Germany. : 
; The consul was informed that he had succeeded in obtaining a passport, and asked : 
4 oe whether he should certify his paintings as the work of an American artist. He was: - : 
: advised to report the case to the Department for instructions. : 
i | 81. Villinger, Gotilieb, arrived in the lower bay of New York on the evening of the : 
a 2d September, 1669; Janded on the morning of the 3d; was naturalized September 2, : 
a | 1874 ; returned to Germany September 4, 1874; went into business in his native coun- : 
a° try, and is still so employed there. He applied for a passport through the consulate at : 
7 Stuttgard. The consul said he thought Villinger did not intend to go-back to the United | 
a | States. -The passport was refused, and, on appeal, the decision was sustained. : 

82. Wallner, Alexander: Born in St. Petersburg of German parents; served as a one- | 
i year’s volunteer during the war with France; emigrated in 1871 and was naturalized ; 
a resided in the United States five years and six days; returning to Germany was sum- i 
: moned before the military authorities. He came in person to the legation and was ade — 
: ae _ vised what course to pursue. Since then, nothing having been heard from him, it is 
a _ supposed the case has been settled. CO es re Se f 
: _ - 83. Weiler, John, wrote that he had been naturalized in America, and had resided —_ | 
i over two years in Germany. He wished to know if he must pay taxes and have sol- ; 
i diers quartered on him, and if he could vote in Germany. The legation replied that | 
: it could not answer his questions, but that if he were a citizen of the United States he . i 
‘ | would have a right to vote on being domiciled in America. Jk SES i 
i 84. Will, Philip: January 24, 1877, his brother wrote that an attachment had been | 
i put on Philip’s property in Germany to satisfy a fine for non-performance of military - | 
: _ duty, and that Philip was in America and had become an American citizen. The lega- — [ 
i _ tion advised that proof of Philip’s naturalization should be taken in America and — i 
i transmitted through the Department of State. This was done, and the legation, under 

aaa instructions, addressed the foreign office respecting the case. : E 
i | 85. Wolff, Bernard, inquired from America as to his right to return to Bavaria, and I 
i | whether the King would pardon him for a military offense. The legation senthima § | 
| copy of the treaty, and said that it could not say whether the King would pardon him. | 
; 86. Zengler, Philip, December 13, 1876, inquired whether the treaties affected the ~ fF 
: status of a deserter from the army. The usual circular was sent to him, and he was ok 
4 - informed that the treaty was not supposed to be applicable to deserters, but that, should 
i an overt act be committed against him, he could report his case for the consideration of 
i; - of the legation. ae oo . | a | oo # 

i The foregoing summary Shows that during the vear eleven applications - | 
| ~—~—__ for passports have been refused on the ground of want of proof of citizen- | 
f ship. During the same period one hundred and forty-two passports have —— | 
i been issued, of which one hundred and two were granted to native-born = 
. citizens and forty to naturalized citizens. Fifteén of the forty were 
j / accompanied by their wives, and thirteen of them were also accompanied 
: by minor children. There were thirty-seven minor children in all, of | | 
to whom twenty-six were born in America and eleven inGermany. Ofthe | 
/ naturalized citizens six had resided in the United: States between five | 
i and six years, six had resided there between six and seven years, two | 
: _ had resided there between seven and eight years, two had resided there . |
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between eight and nine years, three had resided there between nine and : 
ten years, and twenty-one had resided there more than ten years. 

oe Since their return to Germany thirteen had resided here less than : : 

one year, three had resided here more -than one and less than two | 

- years, eight had resided here more than two and less than three years, &§ 

four had resided here more than three and less than four years, three _ 

had resided. here more than four and less than five years, seven had OE 

resided here more than five years and less than ten years, and twohad  ——s« 

resided here more than ten years. oa De Te 
i - Thave,&e., © ne ee ees | 

Oe ee 7, BANCROFT DAVIS. sd 

- oo Cas so es oe [Inclosure.—Translation.] | a a ae 7 : 

7 " i Circular with information for returned emigrants, — oo 

Ce a LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, nae 
7 oe oe oe | Berlin, ———, 187--. sis“ 

To —- —, Be wo | as. | 

-. ‘The naturalization treaties between the United States and the German states con- - 
tain provisions that if a German naturalized in America renews his residence in his - | 

. native-country, without the intent to return to America, he shall be held to have re- | 

nounced his naturalization in the United States; and that the intent not to return may eras 

be held to exist when the person so naturalized resides more than two years in Germany. . a | | 

But, while it is the general rule that if the fixed intent not to return to America | ee 
exists, the American naturalization of a German who takes up his residence in Germany | 

‘js thereby renounced, each particular case is decided on its own merits, and according oe 

to its own facts, and cannot be determined in advance of its actual occurrence. The | 

- Jegation of the United States does not regard a continued residence in Germany for | | 

more than two years after naturalization as necessarily showing an‘intent not to return a 

to the United States. But the German Government has, in some instances which have 4 

. come to the knowledge of the legation, notified returned emigrants to leave Germany | 

| at the expiration of the two years, and has asserted the right, should they remain after | 

that time, to regard them as having renounced their naturalization. If, therefore, Mr. oe 

, ——— ——— desires to know the view which the German Government will take of | 

the case submitted in his letter, he must apply to its officers. This legation will pass 
-_- wpon the case, should it become necéssary to do so in consequence of hostile action on ae 

the part of the German authorities. / : : oe Ee 

— Mr, Davis to Mr. Evarts. | ces ee RA 

— No.704]) == =~=———sdLsGatron or rae Unirep Sraves, 
po oe Berlin, June 30, 1877. (Received July 19) | 

_ _ Srr: I take the liberty once more to suggest, for the consideration - ae 
| of the Department, the propriety of certain amendments in our natural- | | 
{1 ization laws, in the interest of the naturalized citizen. Three years’ oe 

| experience here, preceded by four years’ experience in the Department _ I 
| _of State, have convinced me that the changes which I am about to in-— 
| dicate are much to be desired. ees | mo 
| A native-born German who returns to Germany after being natural. _ | 
. ized in America generally brings with him two documents as muniments . 
| __ of bis personal safety. The first is a copy of the record of his natural- ) 
| ization, sometimes called a certificate of naturalization, and sometimes | 
| shortened into ‘‘citizen-paper.” “Ihe second is a passport from the De- 

| partment of State. — OS | -, ea ae ere
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i, | _ Toa young man whose age is within the limits prescribed for military = 
i; service, the first of these papers is much the more important of the i; © two. In all military cases the German authorities appear to desire’to 1 '- - gerutinize the record of the citizenship. Unfortunately frauds, which, — 

, in several cases have come to the cognizance of this legation, justify 
{ the wish. During the past year, for instance, fifty applications have — j ~~ ___ been made here for passports for ‘naturalized citizens. On investiga- | 
3 : tion it turned out that in six of the cases the naturalization had been = ; obtained by fraud. In five of the six there had not been a full five — 
1, years’ residence in the United States before naturalization, and none of | | ; the applicants. had served as soldiers or Seamen, So as to make special | i. _ provisions of law applicable to them. In the sixth case, the applicant = 4 | _—_ in the course of the five years which he pretended to have passed in : 7 America had resided for some time in Germany. = | 

It is, of course, not to be imagined that the proportion of fraudulent | 
: _. to honest naturalizations is by any means as large as 12 per cent. of the © | 1. whole; but it must be conceded that the mere fact that so large a pro- | 7; _ portion has happened to show itself here in a single year justifies the ! 

_ inquiries which are always made in military cases, | ; | _ It ts, therefore, plainly in the interest of the young emigrant, who | ,  Inust chiefly rely upon these official copies of records ‘for protection — | 7; against military conscription, that they should be uniform, intelligible, _ | 
; and as little subject ta question as possible. Yet the reverse is the case. | | | So far from being uniform, they range from the loose record of the court. 
to. of common pleas in the city of New York, of which a copy is inclosed,.’. 1. _ to the nearly perfect form of the municipal court in’ Milwaukee, also | i: inclosed. So far from being intelligible, the New York form furnishes 
‘ _ . ho information to one desiring to investigate an alleged naturalization. | a So tar from being unquestionable, so loose a record provokes an antag- — 
a onistic inquiry, since it spreads on the record no link in the chain of 
i necessary proceedings prior to the final adjudication of the court. = 

| _In practice I have found it necessary, in submitting a case tothis == | 
3 , government, to supply the missing links. I inclose a copy of the blank — 
; .~ which is usually sent to a person who asks our. aid in securing the re- i mission of a military fine, in order. that he may fill it up and return it | 
fo for transmission to the foreign office. Similar inquiries are made in 
i _ - other military -cases. . If these questions are- properly answered, the | + |. wilitary authorities receive simultaneously with the legation’s applica- — 
a tion all the material necessary for the decision of the case. __ ee 
, A very little legislation on the part of Congress would greatly improve 
; the condition of the returned emigrant in Germany, without throwing 
i. _ the slightest obstacle in the way of naturalization. It would also make | 
i. the discovery of fraud easy, and probably would therefore tend to dimin- i 
to ish the amount of its commission, = © oll 

«I, The emigrant’s place of residence in the old country, his age, the. 
i __ date and port of departure, and the name of the vessel on which he em-- i 
i . Igrated, may easily be put in the record on the oath of the applicant; =! 
i or, should he have forgotten the name of the vessel, that fact might be | 

a stated. So long as he is permitted to prove these points by his own tes- | 
i _ timony, there can be no hardship in requiring them to be spread upon | | 
i the record, 

a : ; | Ii. If the naturalization takes place under the provisions of section __ 
i. ' - 2167 of the Revised Statutes, the fact should appear in the record. ' ; _ _HIL. If it takes place under the provisions of section 2165, the record — 

| should show the date of the declaration: of intention, and the court be- | : fore which it was made. SO
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| All these improvements could be enforced by means of a statute pre- | | 
-  seribing the form or forms.for: the record in-all-cases and in all courts. | — &§ 

| TV. The repeal of sections 2166 and 2174 of the Revised Statates = = ~—[ 
would remove from the system an irregularity inconsistent with the | 
treaties of naturalization. The treaties, without exception, recognize . ~~ & 

-- expatriation as complete after naturalization and a five years’ residence == ~~ & 
- uninterruptedly in the United States. Section 2166 of the Revised -  &| 

| Statutes provides for the naturalization, after a year’s residence inthe  . 
_. United States, of a soldier honorably discharged from the Army of the | 
. United States.. The cause for this exception from the general rulehas 

—- now.happily gone by, and there would seem to be no good reasonforre- =~ ~—& 
taining tbe provision. As‘ to section 2174, which relates tothe natural. > : 

| ization of seamen, I respectfully submit that the advantages gained by | 
the mercantile marine of the United States through its provisions donot 4 
compensate for breaking what would otherwise be.a uniform rule in the | , 
naturalization laws and treaties of the United States. es Oa Sa 

_.. V, If a provision can be devised by means of which the Secretary of => 
State can furnish authenticated copies of a record of naturalization = = = | 
 (“eitizen-paper”), it will be a great benefit to the emigrant. A minister | & 
abroad is sometimes asked to authenticate such documents, and is un-. | 
able to do so for want of official knowledge of the seals of the different = | 
courts of record throughout the country. Perhaps it is impracticable a 

. to provide by law for the'deposit in the Department of State of copiesof = — f 
. all records of naturalization... If it were practicable, the emigrant re- | | 

turning to his native laud would have a “ citizen-paper” under the na- | 
tional seal, of more value to him than one under the seal of an unknown: | = 

| State court 2 oo ge 
, I have ventured to make these suggestions in the assured confidence Tl 

| that no attempt to point out ways for better protecting an American _ 
| citizen abroad or: for insuring American citizenship against fraud at oo 
: home will be deemed too humble for your consideration ; and, sir, Ee a 
| ~ YThave,&e., | : | ns 
: | , - J. CO. BANCROFT DAVIS. 

| | tee eee [Inclosure 1 in No. 704,) os ms oS - | 

| Form of the naturalization certificate usually issued in the city of New York. © | | 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, | | oo | ne ee | 
_. State of New York, City and County of New York: a re tq 

| Be it remembered, that on the —— day of ——— in the year of our Lord one thou- | oe 
sand eight hundred and seventy ————, A——- B—— appeared in the court of common | | 
pleas for the city and county of New York (the said court being a court of record hav-. - 

: ing common-law jurisdiction and a clerk and seal), and applied to the said court to be | . 
| admitted to become a citizen of the United States of America, pursuant to the direc- | 
; tions of the several acts of Congress of the United States of America. And the said | 

applicant having thereupen produced to the court such proof acd having made such : ee 
declaration and renunciation, and having taken such oaths as are by the said acts re-. : 

_ quired, it, was ordered by the said court that the said applicant be admitted to become SE 
_ a citizen of the United States of America, and he was thereupon admitted accordingly. | 

_ -In testimony whereof the seal of the said court is hereto affixed this —— day of _ | | 
; .-———, 1s7—, in the ——— year of the Independence of the United States of America. arene 

-. By the court. PR Se ila et te po one os 

i {ts ‘Court of} (Signed) ~ = = = =  ——s- NATH’L JARVIS,Jn, = ° 36 
‘ common pleas. os ms pe  Clerka -. a
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4 ve as _ [Inclosure 2 in No. 704.) Ok, Sige she 

: Form of the naturalization certificate issued by the municipal court of Milwaukee. | 

- CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION. | Ed 

‘ oe Be it remembered, that at the municipal court held at Milwaukee, for the county of - 
i. | Milwaukee, in the State of Wisconsin, in the United States of America, on the —— | 

Sc day of ———, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy ——, ; 
A — B—-, anative of ———, exhibited a petition praying to be admitted to be- 

3 come a citizen of the United States, and it appearing to the said court that he had de- | 
3 _ elared on vath before the ——— court for the. county of ———, of the State of ——, 
7: on the —— day of ———, A. D. 18—, that it was bona fide his intention to become a 4 
3 citizen of the United States, and to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any | 
1 foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty whatsvever, and particularly to the | 
7 ——— of —_—-, of whom he was at that time a subject, and the said A——- B—— hav- . 
qd ing on his solemn oath declared, and also made proof thereof by competent testimony 

7 of C—— D—— and E——. F-——,, citizens of the United States. that he had resided one | 
4 oe. year and upwards in the state of Wisconsin, and within the United States of America 

| s upwards of five years immediately preceding his application; and it appearing to the : 
4 . satisfaction of the court that during that time he had behaved as a man of good moral | 
4 _ character, attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and well { 

_ disposed to the good order and happiness of the same, and having on his solemn oath | 
4 | declared before the same court that he would support the Constitution of the United | 

oO States, and that he did absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and [ 
a | fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, state, and sovereignty whatsoever, and par- 4 

ticularly to ———- of ———, of whom he was before a subject: _ , i 
7 . -Thereupon the court admitted the said A-—- B—— to become a citizen of the --f 

— United States, and ordered all proceedings aforesaid to be recorded by the clerk of the = [ 
a _ said court, and which was done accordingly. . . . i 
: . In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed my hand and the seal of the municipal’ __ 
1. a court at Milwaukee this —— day of ———-, in the year one thousand eight hundred _ ; 
3 and seventy ———, and of the Independence of the United States of America the hun- 4 
io | dred and ———. : . le Mat SE Sere aoe : 
: (Signed) OC CHAS, HOLZHAUER, | 
ao | 28 Clerk of the Municipal Court. : 

i Municipal court,> = eye De Eo es | 
i Milwaukee Co. ) > aon . Pl BS Per ate . 

| _ : . {Inclosure 3 in No. 704.] a - we 

t . . — Blank used with requests for remission. of Sine wm military cases. oo | 

| OO | -  MELETARY CASE.—FINE, — nae | 

oe Name: | - OO os | | : a | 
: Place of birth : — : a | 
: - . Date of birth: | Ce a 
‘ Name of the vessel on which he emigrated : : . oO 
i: _ Date of emigration to United States: | So . oe 
i Date of arrival in the United States: an | i 
i Date of declaration of intention: = : . 
: Date of naturalization: y . CE et 
i . Date of return to Germany : - | 7 : . ae 4 
| Date of sentence of penalty : oo oo, | { 
a Date of levy of execution : uss oe ne , 

Po Amount of judgment or payment on execution: = =. | 7 - 
oO Court rendering judgment: BT a | 4 

i | - I, -—_— ———.,, a naturalized citizen of the United States of America, who have _ 
~ been condemned to the payment of a fine by the court above named for non-perform-— 

. ance of military duty, or for ———, do solemnly assert that the above statements con- | 
i tained in the above-written table are true.” : : 

| ———, the —— day of ——, 187-. De |
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Mr, Nicholas Fish to Mr. Evarts. Oo  *& 
—  No.723.) = . ss LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, a | 

Berlin, July 24, 1877,.. (Received August 9.) | &£— 
, Siz: Mr. Davis, in presenting me to Mr. von Philipsborn,as chargé =§=——is—é@S 

Waffaires ad interim, had some conversation with him in regard to the | 7 OE 
| working of the treaties of naturalization, of which he has placed a- =——«s& 

- memorandum on file, and of which I inclose a copy. I gathered from — a 
their conversation that both of them were well pleased with the manner | 
in which the treaties are now working, and that both of them con- | of 
sidered that an extension of the treaty of 22d February, 1868, tothe 

_ Whole empire, would simplify matters. Since that conversation there = ~~ f[ 
has been no ease arising under the treaty requiring the intervention of 

the legation. If my observation of the working of the treaties isof #8 ff 
_ any value lcan say from practical experience that for the past six years = sf 

- there has been no period at which so few cases calling for the interven--  —s>_—f 
_ tion of the legation have arisen. In the past six months, t.¢,Jan- — 
uary 24 to July 24, there have been but four new cases presented to | 
the consideration of the foreign office. Of these, three have been. | 

_ decided in accordance with the request of the legation, while thefourth,. = —* 
_ a case of fine (Philip Wills’s case), is still pending, = = j§&= © | &| 

Tn the corresponding periods of the previous years of my connection = ~~ § 
with the legation the number of new cases presented to the foreign __  &¢ 

- . Office has been: fo Oo | 4 

1871, | 1872. |, 1873) 1874, | . 1875. | 1876, 1877, : 

| 5 Bt | so) oe | on 4 ea 

| In addition to the falling off in the number of cases calling for diplo- 
- matic intervention, there has been a marked diminution in the number 

of complaints by our naturalized citizens that the local authorities failed | 
to respect their certificates of naturalization. NR 
_I gather from the above facts that the local authorities are now better = [| 

- informed as to the rights of our naturalized citizens, and that they have  —- 
_ learned, by experience in some cases, that those rights must be respected. = 

_ Lam confident that the present satisfactory working of the treaty isin = {| 
_a large measure due to the determination of the German foreign office — | 
_ to decide in our favor every case where bona fides was apparent in the | 

_ naturalization of the applicant, as mentioned by Mr. Von Biilow tome 
- me on the 16th November, 1874. (See Foreign Relations, 1875, vol.1, 

- page 487.) I take pleasure in saying that, so far as the foreign office has | 
been concerned, I believe that it has in every caseacted on theassurance =~” 

_ that Mr. Von Biilow then gaveme. In so doing it has had tocontend with, — My: 
_ the other departments of the government (and no doubt that contest — | 

_ accounts in a measure for the large number of cases arising in the firsts = — [ 
_ six months of 1875, and in 1876); but it appears to have been successful | 

in establishing a more uniform respect for the rights of our citizens —s_ 
under the treaty of 22d February, 1868, than had previously been | 
accorded them by the local authorities. = = | whe ek aac toe 

That the emigrant liable to military duty islooked upon witha jealous st” 
_ eye in a country with so large a standing army is not unnatural; and 

_ the reported determination to prevent natives of North Schleswig, who = |



| — 958 an FOREIGN RELATIONS. Soe re 

shall have emigrated to Denmark before completing their seventeenth eo 
7 year for the purpose of avoiding military duty in Prussia, from sojourn- | 

, Ing in Schleswig-Holstein without permission, shows that Prussia is 
1 | not yet fully reconciled to free emigration in its broadest sense. The _ 
! _ large number of Germans who emigrated in 1871 and 1872 to the United =~ 
7 States doubtless added to the inborn jealousy of the local officials, and 
! _- led to the rigorous enforcement of the treaty in 1875 and 1876, andin —s 
j ‘many cases appears to have led them to undue zeal in their endeavors... 
{  . +We over here have not yet had time to see how they will treat the | 
] * emigrants of those years when they return after naturalization anda 
7 _. five years’ uninterrupted residence in the United States; but, judging | 
’ _ from the cases which are now brought to the notice of the lega- | 
] tion, I fully believe that the naturalized American of German birth — | 
‘ who has been naturalized in good faith, with a bona fide intention of —— | 
; remaining a citizen of the United States, and not merely for the pur- | 
4 pose of avoiding military duty in his native country, will have nothing | | 
1 to fear on returning for a visit to his native place. In some cases he 

~ may be subjected to delays in procuring a recognition of his rights, but 
$0 long as the men who now direct the affairs of Germany remainin 

i power, the ultimate recognition of his rights is sure. | | 
1 | _ Tinclose copies of the memorandum of the conversation between Mr. 
, Davis and Mr. von Philipsborn, and an extract from the Voss’sche 

| Zeitung of this morning, concerning the Schleswig emigration to Den- | 

7 | I have, &c., _ : ee ee 

| re NICHOLAS FISH. 

- a , a [Inclosure 1 in No. 723.) ee | : mee - 

’ , Memorandum of an interview with Mr. von Philipsborn, July1,1877, 

; | ee — ERGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, st: 
‘ . a nee eee ¥ a Berlin, July1, 1807. | 

Mr. Davis presented Mr. Fish to Mr. von Philipsborn at the foreign office as chargé | 
' daffaires ad interim; said that he proposed to take a short leave for a few days or | | 
: _ weeks, at most, and that Mr. Fish would have charge of the affairs of the legation. = 

| ‘Mr. von Philipsborn asked whether the charge began then and there; Mr. Davis an- | 
; | . gwered yes. . - | oo ce 7 os oo 
i , _Mr. von Philipsborn spoke of the treaty of naturalization, and of its excellent working, | 
i a and said that although some persons in Germany had desired to denounce it he did not | 
4 oe think there was much in the wish. He did not know how the Government of the | 
i United States was disposed about it. Mr. Davis said that, so far as heknew,there was ~=stg 
i _ no wish in America to denounce it, but,on the contrary, a desire to extend the treaty 
i with North Germany, so that there should be only that one treaty for the Empire. oo | 

I | | | : [Inclosure 2 in No. 723.—Translation.] _ | ae : 

i Extract from the Voss’sche Zeitung, July 24, 1877, concerning the return of emigrants from } 
' oe, | . North Schleswig to Schleswig-Holstein. . po 

{ =. K rer, July 22 (Kiel Gazette).—It has been determined by the government that natives _ | 
' of North Schleswig who shall have emigrated to Denmark before the completion ofthe == ; 

seventeenth year of age for the purpose of evading Prussian military service shall not =} 
; be permitted to sojourn in Schleswig-Holstein, even temporarily, without first having — 
i obtained the permission of the government, and thatthe granting of such permission | 
fo. shall be restricted, taking into consideration the circumstances of each particular case. it 
, In cases, however, in which natives of North Schleswig, of the class above mentioned, 
i who shall have emigrated hitherto, shall return to Prussia for a temporary sojourn | 
. without having become acquainted with the order of the government just issued, con- : 
: cerning the obtaining of a special permission, such persons shall not be expelled from © | 
| Prussia simply on the accou:t of a failure to procure such a permission. In such cases [ 
: . the decision of the government concerning the admissibility of the sojourn must be. : 
| OS applied for, | 7 | | | a | ft
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GREAT BRITAIN, | 

Mir, Pierrepont to Mr. Fish © 

No. 136} = = ss LATION oF THE UNITED STATES, | 
London, March 6, 1877. (Received March 19.) 

Sir: Referring to your dispatch, No. 102, of the 13th ultimo, I have. | 
__ the honor to say that, on the 28th of February last, I had aformalin- = ~~ & 

terview with Lord Derby, and we agreed to send an identic note to the ee 
_ Austrian ambassador, if we could agree upon the terms of the note.  ._ «| 

-  .. On the 1st of March we again met at the foreign office, and agreed - ees 
_ upon the note in the very language of your draught sent in yourinstruc- > 

tions No. 102. The two identic notes were sent to the Austrian ambas- | 
| sador on that day, and his reply was received by meon the2dof March ——- & 

Instant, a copy of which reply is herewith inclosed. By this you will Se Sa 
see that Mr. Delfosse, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary Ee 

- of His Majesty the King of the Belgians at Washington, has been named oo 
as the third commissioner, of which fact I advised you by cable on the | 2dinstant. = | re ae oT - Thave, &., 0 20 en | mee Ss 

| CO | . a ~ .EDWARDS PIERREPONT.  — —— & 

So | | | [Inclosure.| : S pe 7 ee | | 

Count Beust to Mr. Pierrepont, Sue | oe 
oe, . | _ IMPERIAL AND RoyaL AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN EmBassy, | | 

. poe | Belgrave Square, March 2, 1877... | 
MONSIEUR LE MINISTRE: I have the honor, in reply to your note of ist of March, to. : inform your excellency that in conformity with Article XXIII of the treaty of Wash -- | a . ington of the 8th of May, 1871, I have named Mr. Delfosse, envoy extraordinary and | _ minister plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of the Belgians at Washington, third + — : commissioner, = Be Mo : oo, | a I have equally the honor to inform your excellency that due notice has been given of — Ef : _ the above nomination to the government of Her Majesty the Queen and to the Belgian | | , - legation at London. | | eee eee | | Be os «| -.  Thave, &e., oe a oe BO ne | We 

ee as —  BEUST. 
_ The Hon. Epwarps PIERREPONT, &c. oe : me Gad ce - 

NG, 120, a eT 
- | a a Mr. Evarts to Mr. Pierrepont. — oe | 

No. 154] oe Oo | DEPARTMENT OF STATE, mo gE ea el | ee a Washington, May 21,1877. , 
_ _ SiR: A letter dated the 16th instant has been received from the Sec. _ a ad retary of the Navy, in which it is stated that that Department has in — Rs _ view the determination, by telegraph, of the longitudes between Lisbon SE and the east.coast of South Ameri¢a, and such intermediate pointsas  —a\_éf _ the cable will permit, and that already, through the action of this De- —
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7 partment, the promise of the co-operation of the Portuguese Government. 
4 has been received. | | Se 
4 _ It is further stated that in case the bureau of longitudes of Paris. 
] should not be able within the coming year to give the longitude of Lis- 
j _ bon with accuracy, it will be necessary to invite the co-operation of the __ 
; __ British Government, and that in such event, should the terminus of the «= 
; cable near Land’s End be accurately determined in longitude, permis- —_ 
q gion is desired to set up a small portable observatory at that point to 
: - interchange time-signals with Lisbon, and should not the terminus at 
i | Land’s End be properly determined in longitude, time-signals will be ! 
4 interchanged with Greenwich Observatory also, upon the completion of —__ | 

oO _ which the observers would proceed to the more southern stations. a | 
] In compliance with the wish expressed by the Secretary of the Navy, — | 
1 I have to request you to. invite the attention of Her Majesty’s minister —s | 
i. for foreign affairs to the subject, in order that, if practicable, permission — | 
’ _ for the privilege desired may be accorded. — es es : 

re Oo WM. MM. EVARTS. : 

to : oe —No12l, | a 

oo Myr. Hrarts to Mr. Pierrepont. : | | 

i. No. 155.] | OS ‘DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | 
i oe Oo Washington, May 22, 1877. | 
: Sir: A communication under date of the 16th instant has been received — 
oe from the Secretary of the Navy, in whieh he states that private advices 
| have reached the Navy Department from Capt. Allen Young, of Her | 
; Majesty’s ship Pandora, to the effect that he has obtained relics of the 
i United States steamer Polaris from. Littleton Island, which place he — | 
| -_-visited subsequently to Sir George Nares, and inquiring in what man- 

: ner they can be forwarded to this governmentif desired. = | | 
i The Secretary of the Navy asks that you may be requested to com- - | 
i municate with the proper authorities in regard to the matter, and to 
| _ state that you will be happy to receive the relics of the Polaris, at the =| 
| same time expressing the thanks of the Navy Department for the | 
| preservation and presentation of those interesting curiosities. _ : 
7 a I have to request that the wishes of the Secretary of the Navy in re- : 
\ ~ gard to this matter may be complied with, and that you will forward the — | 
| _ articles in question to this Department for.transmission to the Navy | 
{.. Department. : BS oT 
j | Iam, &c., | - : - 
; | ; ; WM. M. EVARTS. © 

i No. 122, oo 

, | ) ° Mr. Seward to Mr. Pierrepont. : oe 

| | No.161.) DEPARTMENT OF STATE, , 
I | | Ee | -. Washington, June 1, 1877. 
| | Sir: Referring to instruction No. 18, of the 8th August, 1876, and to — 
, your reply numbered 35, .in reference to the case of Edward O’M. Con — . |
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don, imprisoned under sentence of a British court, I now inclese for oot 
‘your information a copy of a letter addressed to the President by Con-  —_— ff 

- don’s brother, Thomas J. Condon, asking that. further efforts may be Ee 
made for the prisoner’s release. ae oe | 

- _[ have accordingly to request that you will again invite the attention 4 
| of the British Government to the case, and state that. the Government ot 

of the United States, in view of another year of Condon’s imprisonment ee 
having elapsed, and of the fact that no new disturbances have occurred, _ cg 

_ hopes that it may be deemed proper by Her Majesty’s Government to _ | 
extend the clemency asked. wet ee ge eel 

es SRW. SEWARD. 

Oo | a Mr. Condon to the President. — | ee “ | 

| a : Cincrnnati, May 20, 1877. fone oe 
- RespectTep Sir: Deaf to all warnings however ominous, spurning alike the argu- oe 

| ments of the people of Ireland and the petitions and requests of the President, the © ce 
- Senators, and Congressmen of America, the Government of England still retains in one | | 

. of her bastiles Edward O’Meagher Condon, the only American citizen held inaforeign | 
: prison because of his political opinions. a a es 

- I would not now broach the subject to your excellency but that I remember the in- oe 
, terest you had taken in his sad fate some years ago. You then signed the petition for | | 

his release which the Hon. Benjamin Eggleston introduced in the House of Repre-_ . GE 
-.- gentatives; you.also gave my late father several letters of recommendation toprominent = = = | 

and. eminent men in Washington requesting them to use their influence to secureif = = | 
| - possible my brother’s release. | | Ss —— Be Os 

~My brother, to-day, standing as he does between the free and the dead with many , 
appearances tending to support the belief that he shall be numbered with the latter, a 
first pleads that the government for whose preservation he fought and bled should aid ed 
and assist him now in the hour of his adversity. , - | 

You, honored sir, will, I hope, be the means of obtaining his release and returning- — 
him once more to the bosom of a widowed mother, who lives only in the fond hope of oo 

‘ geeing him again ere the film of death close her eyes forever to mortal vision. El 
Guard his life as an American citizen and God will bless and man approve of your © oes 

efforts in his behalf. Anxiously awaiting a reply, oe | | 
an I remain, your humble servant, oo cos 

a 7 THOMAS J. CONDON, oe 
D * oo "116 Cutter Street. fo 

oS Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Evarts. co a ea 

| No.182.]  .  — , Lsearion or rue Unirep Srares, = jeu 
te London, June 27,1877, (Received July 9.) 

Sir: On the last day of May ex-President Grant arrived’in London, oo 
| and was my guest until the 22d day of June. Learning of his proposed 

| visit some twenty days before his arrival, I unofficially talked with | 
_ Lord Derby, the minister of foreign affairs, upon the subject, and with a 

other members of the Queen’s government. _ SO | a 
Every disposition so to adjust the matter as to be most compliment- —  & 

ary to our country was everywhere manifested, and the Queen, the | | 
Prince of Wales, and every member of the British Government,sofar — [ 
_aS I could see, have been most cordial in their reception of the ex-Presi- = 

_ dent-of the great republic, and he has been received with all the honors, .— f[ 
-. accorded to an ex-emperor. Po se | |
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.. The freedom of the city of London was bestowed upon the ex-Presi- _ 
dent with great ceremony at Guildhall, the lord mayor presiding, =. ; | Yesterday General and Mrs. Grant, the American minister and Mrs. } _ Pierrepont, were invited to dine with the Queen at Windsor Castle and i —-——s to remain until to-day, which we did, and returned to London this fore- _ | 

j noon. | BO SO oe Wo Eee ; __ These courtesies, as well as those of the Prince of Wales and of the _ ! ; | Queen’s ministers of State, were intended as friendly compliments toour 
1 country, and have their uses. - re oO | / 
.- : General Grant leaves London for Parison the Sth of July. | | 

| Ihave, &., = | So Oe _ i | So _--« EDWARDS PIERREPONT, 

fo re No.124. ee | 
| oe | | | Mr, Pierrepont to Mr. Evarts. | oe | 

No. 188] == = = Le@arion or tHE UNITED Srares, sid 
| 7 ee - London, July 7, 1877. (Received July 19.) | 

: . Siz: We celebrated the Fourth of July in London by having a re- | 
j _ ception at my house, at which General Grant was present. Intheeven- | i _ Ing we had a dinner also at my house, but not a public dinner. Tothe 
7 Teception all.the American ladies and gentlemen in London were in- 

| vited, and far more than I had supposed were in London attended. | 
i ' The next morning General Grant left for Brussels... He will not go 
' _. to Paris for the present, but expects to visit Scotland in the autumn . 
| after his trip to Germany, Russia, Norway, and Sweden, | i : He has been received in England as ex-President of the United | 
i States in a manner very complimentary to our country and evincing an | 
i —_—s excellent good feeling toward the United States on the part ofthe Gov- ss} 
i ernment of Great Britain, as well as on the part of the British people. | 
i _ His visit here, I think, cannot fail to havea very beneficial effect. | ~ Thave,&e, 7 

i ee | ae _ EDWARDS PIERREPONT. | 

— | ss Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Evarts; | 

No. 192.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, , | 
| London, July 16, 1877. (Received July 30.) | 
i | _ Sm: Referring to your instruction No.161, I have the honor to inclose — | 
{ _. . & copy of the correspondence between myself and Lord Derby uponthe = |jJ\ ; Subject to which itrelates. = 8 _ te se | 

; _ — Thave,&., ere | | i rice _ EDWARDS PIERREPONT. | 

| / oo a : ce 7 [Inclosure 1 in No. 192] s . - | So 7 | 
iF a Do Gee Mr. Pierrepont to Lord Derby. re 
i a  earion or THE UNITED STATES, _ | i Be a pe -. London, June 18, 1877. - 
i. My Lorn: Referring to my note of the 23d of August last, and to-your lordship’s | 
i _. reply of the 14th of September last, I have the honor to say that I have lately received
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@ dispatch from Mr. Seward, Assistant Secretary of State, by which Laminstructed to | 

- jnvite the attention of Her. Majesty’s Goverament again to the case of Edward O’M. | . 

Condon, a convict now under sentences of imprisonment for life for participation in — | 

| certain Fenian disturbances. This dispatch covers the copy of-a letter from the brother ee | 

_. of Condon to the President of the United States, in which it is intimated that the t 

x prisoner is in failing health, and that his mother isin great distress and anxiety on > 

his account. I beg to recall to your lordship’s attention the grounds upon which, in a 

former communication, I asked for a remission of the punishment in this case, and also eee 

| ‘to state that the Government of the United States, in view of another year of his im- — . 

prisonment having elapsed, ‘and of the fact that no new disturbances have occurred, | 

hopes that it:mayjbe deemed proper by Her Majesty’s Goverament to extend the clem- My 

ency which is desired, and allow the prisoner to be released. 7 | : | 
, Ihave, &¢., — pe a a BF - : 

- sy oe ee oe Co EDWARDS PIERREPONT. ; 

The Right Honorable the Fart or DERBY. - a bale . | 

: . | oe . [Inclosure 2 in No. 192.) —— oo . | ne - oe | 

: Lord Derby to Mr. Pierrepont. | os | 

fey BS Bn ForEIGN Orrice, July 12, 1877. 4 
Srp: With reference to my letter of the 22d ultimo, respecting the case of Edward os | 

: Condon, who is under sentence of penal servitude for life, I have the honor to acquaint | ot 

you that I have been informed by Her Majesty’s secretary of state for the home de part- | 

‘ent that he is unable to give any other answer than that which Icommunicated to ~ 

you on the 14th of September last, in regard to a mitigation of the convict’s sentence, | oe 

but that he has caused inquiry to be made as to the prisoner’s state of health, and is — po 

ce perfectly satisfied that Condon is in good health, both physically and mentally. 9 |. | 

-«* Thavethehonor,&e., oS | _ oe . 

o Eg ON a ee —  - s DERBY. - aa 

- The Hon, E. PrmrrepontT, §c., f¢.,§@ eT | : 

. ss Mr, Pierrepont to Mr. Evarts. | _ | 

: No. 194.] _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, es 
oe 7 | _ London, July 16,1877. (Received July 30.) ee 

 --« Srr: Referring to your instruction No. 155, of the 22d of May last, - —s JJ 

have the honer to inclosea copy of the correspondence which has passed _ 

-_ between this legation and the foreign office in regard to the relics of the | | 

United States steamer Polaris, and also of aletterfrom Sir Allen Young  — 

accompanying the box containing the relics in question, which box I OF 

shall cause to be transmitted to the Department of State by anearly | 

opportunity. Ialsoinclose my reply, Be a Ss 
oe Ihave, &c, a | BST gp Sree re | 

EDWARDS PIERREPONT. 

. | Oe a | Co (Inclosure 1 in No. 1941] . | | . a 

arn - Mr. Pierrepont to the Earl of Derby. Oo at | Pe 

cu RR | of | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, ee a | 

co | | | a oe London, June 8, 1877. 

_... My Lorp: I am informed by Mr. Evarts that he had received a communication, under ou 

| date of the 16th of May, from the Secretary of the Navy of the United States, to the oo 
effect that. private advices had reached the Navy Department from Capt. Sir Allen ood 

7 Young, of Her Majesty’s ship Pandora, stating that he had obtained relics of the United a 
_ States steamer Polaris from Littleton Island, which place he visited subsequently to =
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7 Sir George N ares, and inquiring in what manner they could be forwarded to the United q , States Government if desired. I have the honor to ask your lordship’s attention to | | 4 this subject and to ‘state that I shall be happy to receive the relics of the. Polaris and | to transmit them to the Department of State. And I beg at the same time to express the | i  . . thanks of the Navy Department of the United States to the proper authorities for the — | . preservation and presentation of these interesting curiosities. | OR SEs | 3 a I have, &c., | me | | tah , — | ot : - EDWARDS PIERREPONT.. | 7 _ ~The Eary or Derpy, &c., fc. Oo | re Uap ! 

| a Oo _ [Inclosure 2 in No. 194]. Make OC a | 
oe ‘ Lord Derby to Mr. Pierrepont. eS . : 
Pe _ Foreign Orrice, June 28, 1877. | 4 | Sir: I referred to the lords of the admiralty your letter of the 8th instant, and I an have now the honor to acquaint you that I am informed that Sir Allen Young has been 7 7 requested to communicate with your legation as to the transfer to your custody of the — 7 - ‘relies of the United States steamer Polaris, which were brought home by him from q : Littleton Island. | : = oo 4 Ihave, &c., 7 . | | | ; : | ee DERBY. : The Hon. Epwarps PIERREPONT, GSC.) SC. i. oe . . 

.- oe [Inclosure 3 in No, 194.) ES | ' -. | : ‘Sir Allen Young to Mr. Pierrepont. . | . | 
a | Ss 12, SrRaATION STREET, . oe - London, July 10, 1877. | 

a Sir: I have the honor to inform you that, with reference to the desire of the lords | _ commissioners of admiralty, I have great pleasure in forwarding the relics of the | | : United States exploring ship Polaris, which I found on Littleton Island last:autumn, and — ek : a -brought to England in the Pandora. — Gage SAE ne E : The records of Captain Harstene, United States Navy, which I also found on Suther-. i land Island, have already been transmitted to the United States Government. z | I | I have, &c., ce ts oe) Peal - | ce a | | yy - | | ALLEN YOUNG. . i i The Hon. Epwarps Prerrepont, | — | a oo 

| | Co os TInclosure 4 in No. 194-4 ; a - | a Mr. Pierrepont to Sir Allen Young. one | 
| . : . Oo -  LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES, | . a a ee London, July 13,1877. | : - Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 10th instant, | i accompanying the relics of the United States exploring ship Polaris, which you found i on Littleton Island last autumn and brought to England in the Pandora. Ishallbe 7 | happy to take these relics into my charge, and, in accordance with your request, to j transmit them to the care of the Department of State. . oe ° i _ I beg at the same time to renew to you the thanks of my government for the preser- | f vation of these interesting curiosities. = — |. | oe ae [ : I have, &c., | . —— ne — | : oe, | , | | EDWARDS PIERREPONT. — | | i Sir ALLEN YOUNG, So - | | - of t Ce Commander Arctic Exploring-ship Pandora. , | | 

| Mr, Pierrepont to Mr. Hvarts 

| , “No. 216.) - = LEG@ATION OF THE UNITED SuavEs, i London, August 9, 1877. (Received August 20.) | 
: ‘Sir: Referring to your instruction No. 154 of the 21st of May last, I |
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_ have the honor to inclose a copy of my note to Lord Derby requesting = f 
facilities for operations by the Navy Department: to determine the lon- —_— JJ 

_ gitudes between Lisbon and the east coast of South America, and also | 
-*. acopy of his lordship’s reply, which I have just received. pe | 

| ge _ RDWARDS PIERREPONT. | 

Oo | . So : . - [Inclosure 1 in No. 216.5 Ls | - | . | . | | 

Mir. Pierrepont to the Earl of Derby. We ee ee Ae eh 

ees 7 |  mgarton or THE UNrrep STATES, f 
oe oe co oe 4, London, June 8, 1877.. oe E 

My Lorp: I am informed that the Department of the Navy of the United States has. Pas 
in view the determination, by telegraph, of the longitudes between Lisbon and the east. (ee | 
coast of South America, and such intermediate points as the cable will permit,and  — | 
that already, through the action of the Department of State, the promise of the co- | 

- operation of the Portuguese Government has been received. So —_ Ss 
| am further informed that, in case the bureau of longitudes of Paris should not be __. | 

able within the coming year to give the longitude of Lisbon with accuracy, it will be © Co 
“necessary to invite the co-operation of Her Majesty’s: Government, and that, in such | : 

. event, should the terminus of the cable near Land’s End be accurately determined in 
| longitude, permission is desired to set up a small portable observatory at.that point to. oe 

interchange time signals with Lisbon; and should not the terminus at Land’s End be : | 
- properly determined in longitude, time signals will be interchanged with Greenwich | 

_. Observatory also, upon the completion of which the observers would proceed to the | . 

more southern stations. ..— a . oe wo a 
_- In compliance with instructions from the Department of State, I have the honor to oo | 

- invite your lordship’s attention to the subject, in order that, if practicable, permission 
for the privilege desired may be accorded. — - : me oo | coe 

 - Thave, &c., Co Es Me a a rr | } eo | | 
| | os oo EDWARDS. PIERREPONT. oo | 
a The EARL OF DERBY, . eo oe a we a or | 

. ns [Inclosure 2 in No. 216.] oe Cs pa | 

. a Lord Derby to Mr. Pierrepont. Le ; - Os | 

eee ee eee - Forgign Orrice, August 7, 1877. — 
_. Sr: I referred to the proper department of Her Majesty’s Government your letter. a 

of the 8th of June, and I have now the honor to inform you that every facility willbe 
_ granted to the United States authorities to enable them to accomplish the object which . es | 

they have in view of determining the longitude between Lisbon and the east.coast.of- | 
- . South America, 7 SE ae Ey A PPE NSE es | 

- For this purpose, both the royal observatory at Greenwich and the government postal. —- : 
telegraph will be placed. at their disposal, and, assuming that the experiments will be | aa 

‘  earried out at night, so as not to interfere with the public traffic, a post-office wire will => | 
be set apart for the purpose between Greenwich and Falmouth. Between the latter 

7 place and Porth Curno there is no post-office wire, but there is one belonging to the OR 
_ Eastern Telegraph Company, of which it has been ascertained that the use will be al- | 

_ lowed, by which direct communication will be established between the desired points. — | 
: I have to state, in conclusion, that Her Majesty’s Government will readily sanction. | 

the erection of an observatory at Porth Curao, as requested in your letter. oe 
| IT have, &c., yen | | | / 7 

| ee | DERBY. | 
‘Lhe Hon. Epwarps PIERREPONT. oe . | Ce
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, CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
1 | AND THE BRITISH LEGATION. ROE | 

; | a | Mr. Fish to Sir Edward Thornton. — : wb oS | 

ae , -  * DEPARTMENT OF STATE, — ae 
. SO OO Washington, November 2,1876. 

Sir: I have the honor to invite your attention to a case which has © 
: -- recently been reported to this Department by the consul of the United | 
' - States at Victoria, British Columbia. _ So 7 7 
i a It appears that one Peter Martin, who is said to be a naturalized citi- ! 
i zen of the United States, and formerly a resident of Washington Terri- 
po tory, was on the 6th of September last tried before the court of assize, 
i; held at Laketon, Cassiar, Province of British Columbia, upon true bills 
i. tound by the grand jury, alleging assault upon an officerintheexecution 
' of his duty, prison breach, and escape from custody; he was found guilty 

a and sentenced to fifteen months’ imprisonment in the jail at Victoria. 
‘The prisoner was in the‘custody of constables, and the route traveled 

] : _ through Alaska was by canoe, via the Stickine River. = © | 
; On the 12th of September they made a landing at a point on that 
i river, only a few miles from its mouth, within the Territory of Alaska, 
i for the purpose of cooking food. While thus engaged the prisoner,  _— 
|. although manacled, by some means obtained possession of a loaded shot 
7 gun and made a deadly assault upon Francis Beegan, one of the con- 
: __. Stables, at whose hands, it is alleged, the prisoner had suffered indig- 
| : nities. .He was, however, overpowered, and at once conveyed to Wran- 
i gle Harbor, where he was placed on board the British steamer Grappler | 
i and taken to Victoria. = = ===. | BG 

.  __It further appears from what has been intimated to the consul that 7 
i Martin will be fully committed for this assault, and that his case will be | 

given to the grand jury, where a true bill will most likely be found | 
i against him, and that the case will then.come up in the supreme court. 
i some time during the present month. = = OS as 
i _ From the facts presented in this case, it is suggested that the person ss, 

| in question should not be tried for the offense with which he is charged, 
i _ it having been committed, as is reported, within the jurisdiction of the 
i , United States, and that, such being the case, he should be set at liberty. | 
, I will, therefore, thank you, at your earliest convenience, to call the | | 

; attention of Her Majesty’s proper authorities to the matter, in order — | 
| . ~+that a thorough examination of the facts in the case may be made. | | 
| oo [have the honor, &c., oe | 
po oo s,s HAMILTON FISH. | 

oo No. 129. — : | | | 

; OS a : Sir Ediard Thornton to. Mr. Fish. a | 

j | | _ WASHINGTON, November 6, 1876. (Received November 7.) 
i | Sim: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
. |. 2d instant, relative to the case of Peter Martin, held for trial in British 

_  Golumbia for an offense committed within the jurisdiction of the United = 
| | States, and to inform you that Ihave transmitted a copy of your note —
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to the governor-general of the Dominion of Canada, in order that inqui- = = : 
vies may be made into the. circumstances of. the case and such action ————sC*f 
¢akenas may be properw : yg ee 

~ YTbavethe honor, &., 8 — — - an 
a So rns  EDW’D THORNTON. - * —— 

ta  . No. 180. | | | Ce, re | 

oe Mr. Fish to Sir Hdward Thornton, | 

oe 2 er DEPARTMENT OF STATE, —_ | oe 
| es Washington, December 6, 1876. a 
| Sim: Referring to my note of November .2, respecting the case of = = 

Peter Martin, who, while being transported through American territory, a 
| had made an assault upon his custodians, and had thereupon been | 

arraigned for the same, I have the honor to inform you that I have been | : 
_ furnished with a copy of a communication addressed by Mr. J. B. Lovell, . | 

_ gaid to be a justice of the peace, to Captain Jocelyn, an officer of the  &§ 
| United States Army, commanding at Fort Wrangle, Alaska, bearing = = = = — 
— date Glenora, Cassiar, British Columbia, September, 1876, in which it : 

is Stated. that ‘‘ the absence of any jail here, or secure place of impris- = —— ‘J 
- onment, necessitates sending him (Peter Martin) through as soon as pos- _ oe 

—. sible ;.and I hope you will excuse the liberty we takein forwarding him : 
through United States territory without special permission.” A copy | 
of this communication I herewith inclose. It would appear thereby . a 

' that there was no doubt as to the fact of the transmission of the pris- 
_ oner through the territory of the United States, and that the presence: | 
__of the prisoner upon American soil arose from no mistake, bat fromthe 

intentional act of the colonial authorities in so transporting him. oe | 
_ I should be glad to be advised of any information concerning thecase | 

-. Which you may receive, and have felt it my daty to transmit to you this 7 
| further information. | — | 

oo I have the honor, &c., re | oo 
= BS a | | - HAMILTON FISH. a 

ce - | a [Inclosure. | oo east ate | : | 

ae Mr. Lovell to Captain Jocelyn, - oe 

ee  G@eeNoRA, Cassiar, Brivis COLUMBIA, — , 
WT RENE oo aA September, 1876. oe | 

| . Dear Sire: I have received advice from A. W. Nowell, esq., stipendiary magistrate So 
_ for the district, saying that a prisoner named Peter Martin, who has been sentenced to 

a term of imprisonment by the supreme court, is being conveyed by constables to Vic- | 
_ toria, and requesting me, as one of Her Majesty’s justices of the peace, to do what I - 

. an to have him conveyed safely. = — a G ° on 
_.. The absence of any jail here, or secure place of imprisonment, necessitates sending ; 

him through as soon as possible, and I hope you will excuse the liberty we take infor- 
warding him through United States territory without special permission. Z | / 

_ ‘The prisoner is in charge of constables, under sealed orders from the supreme court, — oe 
and anything you,can do to facilitate and secure his safe passage to Victoria willbe  — 
highly appreciated. sit Pee en ee : : | - - | 
_. . [have the honor to be, most respectfally, your obedient servant, oe | | 

pe! ee -. JOHN B. LOVELL, J. P. . 
. To Captain JOCELYN,  — : Le Ban, , a q 

os Officer Commanding Fort Wrangle, Alaska. Co ne ae
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4 . oo Mr, Fish to Sir Edward Thornton, | 

a DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ce, | 
i | Washington, January 10,1877. | 

j _ Sim: Referring to the correspondence which has taken place concern- _ | 
a ing the case of Peter Martin, held in custody in British Columbia, | 

i and particularly to my notes of the 2d of November and the 6th of De- : 
| cember last, I have now the honor to inform you that a dispatch has | 

i been received from the consul of the United States at Victoria, dated — | 
i December 20, stating that Martin had been brought to trial for the —. 
i assault charged against him, in a court of assize held at Victoria, on | 
] the 16th December ultimo, before the Hon. P. P. Crease, a justice of ; 
i the supreme court of the province, and had been found guilty and sen- | 
i tenced to one year and nine months’ imprisonment at hard labor, to take 

effect after the expiration of the term of imprisonment of fifteen months 
| to which he was sentenced in September last. = 8 sis 

; a The consul, who was present at the trial, states that two witnesses, who _ | 
: were on the spot at. the happening of. the occurrence, testified that the | 

i assault occurred in what is considered to be Alaska territory, one locat- | 
i ing the point near the Stickine River, eight or ten miles from its mouth, = 

the other at a distance of some ten or twenty miles from its mouth, and 
i that the judge, in charging the jury, referred at some length to the 

—— point of jurisdiction and to the fact that a question had been raised by 
i this government concerning the righé of a court in the province to try 
i. the prisoner for an offense committed in Alaska and to correspondence 

between the two governments, but stated to the jury that he would en- ; 
| | _ tirely disembarrass them on that point by saying that no evidence had _ 
i _. been produced or could be produced to show that the offense for which 
i _ the prisoner was on trial was really committed in Alaska, as the bound- — 
i _ ary between the two countries on the Stickine River remained undeter-_ L 
| _ Inined, and no line of demarkation existed showing how far up that — | 

_ ‘river American territory actually extends, whether it was five miles, 
i _ ten miles, or thirty miles; and that, under these circumstances, the 

court had jurisdiction or concurrent jurisdiction, and the proceedings in 
| trying the prisoner were just and proper. | a | 

i In the note originally addressed to you, under date of November 2, it 
| | was suggested that if it appeared that the assault was committed with- I 
| | in the territory of the United States, Martin’ could not properly be tried | 
| for the offense with which he was charged, and that he should be set at : 
| liberty; and I had the honor to request that you would call the atten-— 
, : tion of Her Majesty’s proper authorities to the case, that an examina- | 
i: tion of the facts might be made before the case was disposed of. : 
foo The facts were laid before you, and while no unnecessary prominence } 
I was given to the violation of the sovereignty of the United States ; 
' which had taken place, it was confidently hoped that before Martin was | 
j _ placed on trial for the new charge, or before any proceedings had been 
, taken to continue his imprisonment on the former one, the facts would 
i have been carefully examined by the colonial authorities and a concla- | 
' sion reached as to what course should properly be taken, in view of the | 
j rights of Martin and of the sovereignty of the United States, which it 
i _ was stated had been invaded, and it is a matter of regret that under. | 
i _ the circumstances the court, with apparent knowledge of the facts, | 

| _ should have proceeded with the trial and have sentenced the prisoner, | 
and assumed to decide questions having a serious bearing on the rights |
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. .and jurisdietion of the two countries... Moreover, the position assumed 
- by the learned judge who: presided at the trial, if rightly reported, | «| 
- geems to be such as I feel quite confident will not be sustained by Her - oo 

| Majesty’s Government. ok 
The absence of a line defined and marked on the surface of the earth - | 

as that of the limit or boundary between two countries cannot confer | 
| upon either a jurisdiction beyond the point where such line should in oa 

fact be. That is the boundary which the treaty makes the boundary. / 
_ $§urveys make it certain and patent, but do not alter rights or change  ——‘& 

| “rightful jurisdiction. ce oe | | OnE AE 
It may be inconvenient or difficult: in a particular case to ascertain | 

| whether the spot on which some occurrence happened is or is not-be- | 
yond the boundary-line; but. this is simply a question of fact, upon the 
decision of which the right. to entertain jurisdiction must depend. | 

I have the honor, therefore, to ask again your attention to the subject > | 
- and to remark that if, as appears admittedly to be the fact, the colonial = | 

officers in transporting Martin from the place at which he was convicted | 
to his place of imprisonment, via the Stickine River, did conduct him —— f 
within and through what is the unquestioned territory of the United  — | 
States, a violation of the sovereignty of the United States has been 

- committed, and the recapture and removal of the prisoner from the ae 
jurisdiction of the United States to British soil was an illegal, violent, ~ | 
and forcible act, which cannot justify the subsequent proceedings where- | | 
by he has been, is, or may be restrained of his liberty. co , | 

|. IT have, therefore, to express the hope that if Her Majesty’s authori- = = 
ties find the fact to be as it is represented, that Martin was conducted =  — 

_. by the officers having him in custody into and through the Territory of 
Alaska, being part of and within the jurisdiction and sovereignty of the = —- 
United States, he be set at liberty. Bie Mg a ed 

I must not allow this question to pass without entering an explicit | 
dissent from the doctrine which seems to be advanced by the learned ae 

| judge who presided at the trial of Martin, that jurisdiction or concur- OT 
: rent jurisdiction vests in Her Majesty’s colonial authorities or courts | 

over offenses committed within any part of the Territory of Alaska, even | | 
though so near to the treaty-line that uncertainty or doubt may exist —_ ) 
on which side of such line the offense is committed. It cannot, I think, oe 
be necessary to argue this point,.or to do more than record this dissent 

- and. denial of a doctrine which, I have no doubt, Her Majesty’sGovern- —_— J 
ment agrees with mein repudiating, = § foes es 

a Ihave the honor, &., ete gen Aas - 
ere a HAMILTON FISH. | 

ves pe No. 182. ) ee ee ee oo 

oO, | Stir Hdward Thornton to Mr. Fish. SO Cs 

| WASHINGTON, January 27, 1877. (Received January 27.) . sf 
-. §rr: In compliance with instructions which I have received from the ~~ & 

Earl of Derby, I have the honor to inclose copy of a letter addressed to 
the foreign office by the admiralty and of its inclosure, a letter-dated —_—si& 
the 14th of December last, from Capt. Sir George Nares, forward- = = 
ing the documents and stores belonging to the Polaris expedition which ao 

- were recovered during the voyage of Her Majesty’s ships Alert and — f 
_ Discovery in the Arctic Sea. re one | 

also inclose a list of the above-mentioned articles, which are trans-



i; 270 ss FOREIGN RELATIONS. © ee 
mitted separately in three cases, one hamper, a copper cylinder with oe : record, and an envelope containing an ensign which was hoisted over j ‘“‘Hall’s Rest” by the British expedition in May, 1876. = «© | | go I have the honor, i a a ae, mo, : 

en — EDWD THORNTON, | 

oe i - ee [Inclosure.]  - SO | JE | 
‘ - | _ Capt. Sir George Nares to the British Admiralty. . : 

i a a : | ne ADMIRALTY Warrine-Room, - | i | a December 14, 1876. 
| Sir: I have the honor to forward the two original official records, and the books, in- | : __ 8truments, and stores belonging to the recent United States Polar Expedition, which = | 4 were recovered during the voyage of Her Majesty’s ships Alert and Discovery in the | a Arctic Sea. . . : | | _ ‘ - _ The books were found near the site of the second winter quarters of the Polaris, at. | _Life-Boat Cove, scattered about in different boxes, which contained also scraps of | i | skins and other unimportant articles, as mentioned in my report of the 27th of October, 

i _ The records and other articles were found at Hall’s Rest, in Polaris Bay, or at the ] boats’ depots, in Newman’s Bay. oo : | +E 3 The chronometer, after four years’ exposure to the Arctic weather, has kept excellent: i ‘ae time since itsrecovery. oo oo a 3 As an interesting relic, I have the honor to forward an American flag which was: i : hoisted at Hall’s grave when a memorial tablet. was erected to his memory by the late i British expedition, and left flying there for several days while the sledge parties were © i i _ in the neighborhood. Oo a } ro I have, &c., . ot ee - , ee G. 8. NARES, Captain. — F { The SECRETARY to the ADMIRALTY. cg SE ee OE ES a a E 

i - | 7 Mr. Fish to Sir Bdward Thornton. | : aoe 

| re ss DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
| | : | | Washington, March 3, 1877, : 
: Sir: Referring to your note of the 27th January last, with which you 4 i _—s_._ forwarded to me certain articles and stores belonging to the Polaris ex- 
i ‘pedition which had been recovered by Her Majesty’s ships Alert and — : | Discovery during their explorations in the Arctic Sea, I have the : i _ honor to inclose herewith a copy of a letter dated the 2d instant, which | j _ has been received from the Secretary of the Navy, expressing the thanks i __ of his department.for the collection of these objects and their return to —| 
| the United States. | So _ | | ; I have the honor, &c., | | ) | ae Bn _ HAMILTON FISH. | 

i ee . _ [Inclosure.] es | 
7 oo Mr. Robeson to Mr. Fish. : —_ | 

i | —— Co oe Navy DEPARTMENT, | | ee | | oT a » Washington, March 2, 1877, | 
Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th of J an- | i . uary last, inclosing copy of a note from Sir Edward Thornton, dated the 27th of that. _ 

: month, with its accompaniments, in relation to documents and stores belonging to the 
: polar expedition under the late Capt. Charles F. Hall, which were recovered by Her —
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| Britannic Majesty’s ships Alert and Discovery on their recent exploration in the = 
—Aretic Seas, a 

_ The three cases containing the articles. mentioned in the schedule accompanying OE 

- Capt. George 8. Nares’s letter were also duly received. a . . | 

7 The department is much pleased- at being put in possession of these relics of the: , 5 

- voyage of the Polaris, some of which are private property belonging to parties who 
_-were engaged in the expedition, and will, as far as possible, be restored to them. 

| I have the honor to request that the thanks of the department may be conveyed to- | 

the admiralty and to the officers of Her Majesty’s Government for their united efforts 

and success in collecting these articles, their care in packing, and prompt restoration: ns 

 ofthem-tothe department. | oo, vee RE " ae a 

| _. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : oO | os | | 

Bs ee — a GEO. M. ROBESON, — | 
_ | oo a! ae Oo Secretary of the Navy. | 

re Mr. Plunkett to Mr. Seward. — oS ; a 

oe - Wasuineton, September 25,1877. (Received September 26.) © | 

| Sir: With reference to the note which Sir Edward Thornton ad- | | 
-- dressed to Mr. Fish on the 11th of last January, I have the honortoin-  __ 

form you that I have just learned from the deputy governor of Canada. ff 
‘that the Dominion Government has concluded the inquiry into the cir- 

~. eumstaneces of the case, and has decided upon setting Peter Martin at. - 

liberty without further delay. |. a Se Oe 
.. [ have the honor, &e., . _ | ne | 

| OC , we FF. R. PLUNKETT. | | 

; ae GREAT BRIT.AIN.—EXTRADITION. a - 

Oo No. 135. oe 7 cs | 

Message from the President, transmitting documents relative to the execution _ 

of the extradition article of. the treaty of 1842, between the United States 
| and Great Britain. a / Se : oss 

To the Senate: | ee a - &| 

When Congress adjourned in August last, the execution of the extra~ 
dition article of the treaty of 184.2 between the United States and Great. | | 

| - Britain had been interrupted. | me ve aE 
{The United States had demanded of Her Majesty’s Government the 

- gurrender of certain fugitives from justice, charged with crimes com- | 
— mitted within the jurisdiction of the United States, who had sought , | d 

asylum and were found within the territories of Her Britannic Majesty, = 
-and had, in due compliance with the requirements of the treaty, fur- ae 

|  nished the evidence of the criminality of the fugitives, which had been = | 
found sufficient to justify their apprehension and commitment for trial, | 

| . as required by the treaty, and the fugitives were held and committed El 
for extradition, = = | os 7 oo -  &§ 

Her Majesty’s Government, however, demanded from the United States El 
= certain assurances or stipulations as a condition for the surrender of | | 

| .. these fugitives. Re - | ae 
| = As the treaty contemplated no such conditions to the performance of _ 
| the obligations which each government had assumed, the demand for | , 

: stipulations on the part of this government was repelled. Se a
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: _. Her Majesty’s. Government. thereupon, in June last, released two of | 
i _—_s thee fugitives (Ezra D. Winslow and Charles I. Brent), and subsequently. - | 
| released a third (one William E. Gray), and refusing to surrender, set. 
' them at liberty. ne a | eS ee 
‘ | In a message to the two houses of Congress on the 20th day of June | | 
a | last, in view of the condition of facts as above referred to, I said: eee | 
q The position thus taken by the British Government, if adhered to,cannot but bere- «| 
4 | garded as the abrogation and annulment of the article of the treaty on extradition, | 
7 Under these circumstances it will not, in my: judgment, comport with the dignity or © | 
7 _ self-respect of this government to make demands upoa that government for the sur- 
q rendes of fugitive criminals, nor to entertain any requisition of that character from 
q that government under the treaty. _ 7 | co | o | 

i Article XI of the treaty of 1842 provided that— 
_-——s The tenth article (that relating to extradition ) should continue in force until one or 

} : the other of the parties should signify its wish to terminate it, and nolonger, —— 

] In view, however, of the great importance of an extradition treaty, 
3 especially between two states as intimately connected in commercial and : 

= social relations as are the United States and Great Britain, and in the 4 
_, hope that Her Majesty’s Government might yet reach a different de- 

i. cision from that then attained, I abstained from recommending any ~ 
; | action by Congress terminating the extradition article of the treaty. I I 
' have, however, declined to take any steps under the treaty toward ex- =| 
a _ tradition. ee | Phe a 
i —— It is with great satisfaction that I am able now to announce to’ Con- | 
: ‘gress and to the country that by the voluntary act of Her Majesty’s Gov- - 
j | ernment the obstacles which had been interposed to the execution of the. | 
‘ _ extradition article of the treaty have been removed. le ee : 
| a On the 27th of October last, Her Majesty’s representative at thiscap- | 
i ital, under instructions from Lord Derby, informed this government. 
; that Her Majesty’s Government would be prepared, as a temporary 
if measure, until a new extradition treaty can be concluded, to putinforce © 
: all powers vested in it for the surrender of accused persons to the Go v- | 

: ernment of the United States, under the treaty of 1842, without asking | 
: for any engagement as to such persons not being tried in the United =| 
i States for other than the offenses for which extradition had been de- | 
i manded. | : Oe OE ec | 

| | I was happy to greet this announcement as the removal of the obsta- | 
i _ eles which had arrested the execution of the extradition treaty between | 
i _ the two countries. Oo Oe _ . 
i In reply to the note of Her Majesty’s representative, after referring to | 

: the applications heretofore made by the United States forthe surrender | 
i. of the fugitives referred to in the correspondence which was laid before 
i. Congress at its last session, it was stated that on an indication.of readi-- | 

7 ness to surrender these persons, an agent would be authorized to receive | 
i _. them, and I would be ready to respond to requisitions which may be | 
i made on the part of Her Majesty’s Government under the tenth article of 

_ the treaty of 1842, which I would then regard as in fall force until such 
| _. time as either government shall avail itself of the right. to terminate it | 
: provided by the eleventh article, or until a more comprehensive arrange-_ 

- ment can be reached between the two governments in regard to the ex- | 
tradition of criminals—an object to which the attention of this govern-_ 

- ment would gladly be given, with an earnest desire for a mutually satis- — | 
i | factory result. | es re 
io A. copy of the correspondence between Her Majesty’s representative | 
i at this capital and the Secretary of State on the subject is transmitted — 

herewith. _ me Co . Co |
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It is with great satisfaction that I have ‘now to announce that Her __ 
_ Majesty’s Government, while expressing its desire not to be understood = = J 

_ to recede from the interpretation which in its previous correspondence —. os 
_ ithas put upon the treaty, but having regard to the prospect of anew = 

_ treaty, and the power possessed by either party of spontaneously de- ~ — & 
_  nouncing the old one, caused the re-arrest on the 4th instant of Brent, = = == 

one of the fugitives who had been previously discharged; and, after =» > 
awaiting the requisite time within which the fugitive is entitled toap- 

_ peal or to apply for his discharge, on the 21st instant surrendered him 
' to the agent appointed on behalf of this government to receive and to ae 

_ convey him to the United States. _ ee 2 
Her Majesty’s Government has expréssed an earnest desire tore-arrest = —s_ J 

~ and.to deliver up Winslow and Gray, the other fugitives who had been «| 
arrested and committed on the requisition of the United States, but = 

_ were released because of the refusal of the United States to give the 
assurances and stipulations then required by Great Britain. These per- =. ff 
sons, however, are believed to have escaped from British jurisdiction; © a 
a diligent search has failed to discover them. rr re 
As the surrender of Brent, without condition or stipulation of any = = ~— J 
kind being asked, removes the obstacle which interrupted the execution _ ee 
of the treaty, I shall no longer abstain from making demands upon Her 

_  Majesty’s Government for the surrender of fugitive criminals, nor from = 
entertaining requisitions of that character from that government under 
the treaty of 1842, but will again regard the treaty as operative, hoping | 

_ . to be able before long to conclude with Her Majesty’s Government anew ss a 
_ treaty of a broader and more comprehensive nature. =. oo E 

_ WASHINGTON, December 23,1876. . ee eT 

an List of papers transmitied to the Senate with the foregoing message. ao | sO 

+ Sir Edward Thoraton to Mr. Fish, May 13,1876. ee ae 
. Mr. Fish to Sir Edward Thornton, May 17, 1876. oo cE 

_ ~. Sir Edward Thornton to Mr. Fish, May 23, 1876. | 7 aE 
| ~ Sir Edward Thornton to Mr. Fish, May 26, 1876. ES 

_ Sir Edward Thornton to Mr Fish, July 13, 1876. . re 4 
| Mr. Fish to Sir Edward Thornton, July 18, 1876. eg aE 

| Sir Edward Thornton to Mr, Fish, October 27, 1876. =: 0. | ise toe SF oe 
Mr. Fish to Sir Edward Thornton, October 30, 1876... Bn 

| Mr. Fish to Mr, Pierrepont (telegram), November 1,1876.. = fe 
Mr, Fish to Mr. Pierrepont (telegram), November 24, 1876. a oe eee 

_» Sir Edward Thoraton to Mr. Fish, November 29, 1876. | | rr 
7 Mr.’ Pierrepont to Mr. Fish (telegram), November 30,1876. == . .. es 

Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Fish, November 30, 1876... | ee ce at me 
. . ~ Me, Pierrepont to Mr. Fish (telegram), December 4,1876.. = = ee oe 

Mr. Fish to Mr. Pierrepont, December 5, 1376. | ee a 
_. Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Fish (telegram), December 23, 1876. Doe es | : 

Mr. Fish to Sir Edward Thornton, December 23, 1876.0 0 : 

Sir Edward Thornton to Mr. Fish, oe eee Se 

PHILADELPHIA, May 13,1876. (Received May 15.) sO 
_.. Srr: In compliance with the request of the governor-general of Can- 

ada, [have the honor to inform you that a person by the name ofMaraine  — ‘& 
_ Smith, late of the city of Detroit, Mich., was, on the 4th of last month, = = 
committed to jail at Sandwich, in. the county of Essex, Ontario,asa oo | 

18 FR a ge Sooe, |
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i fugitive from the justice of the United States, on the charge of having 
i . mnurdered one Daniel R. McKeon. : ee ee 
; As the usual application for the surrender of this man under the 
1 ‘extradition treaty has not been received by the governor-general, his 

l- . excellency has requested me to inform. you that on the 4th of June, two 

; ‘months from the date of his committal to prison, the prisoner will be | 

entitled to claim his discharge. ag a ee 
] | Thave, &, | | Cs 7 CET 
: a a - EDW’D THORNTON. — | 

an | ot | No. 187, 2 | 7 

a ; ee Mr. Fish to Sir Edward Thornton. — oe 

: ee: | 7 _ DEPARTMENT OF STATE, =~ ~° 
a re | Ce - Washington, May 17,1876. 

+. Srp: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 

i 13th Instant, informing me, at the request of the governor-general of 

i 7 Canada, that one Maraine Smith, late of Detroit, was committed as a 
; | fugitive from justice, in the county of Essex, Ontario, upon the 4th of 

: April last, and, as. the usual application for his surrender under the — 
' extradition treaty bad not been received, that upon the 4th of June he 
' a will be entitled to claim his discharge. =  — - : 

‘ee Upon the 11th ultimo the governor of Michigan addressed me, stating 
; a that the person referred to, after an examination, had been committed 
| | for the crime of murder, and was held to await extradition, and re-__ | 
i 7 quested that the proper steps be taken for that purpose. pass | 

i Oo 7 The case had not been brought to the attention of this Department | 

po prior to that time. es 

| a As Her Majesty’s Government, at the time of the receipt of thiscom- | 

i. munication, had already informed the United States that Winslow and. 
| . other fugitive criminals then in British jurisdiction, in whose cases the | 

a - necessary steps had been taken, and who had. been committed forex-. 
i —-—Ss‘ tradition, would not be surreadered pursuant to the stipulations of the 

t - tenth article of the treaty of 1842, it. was deemed advisable to desist from 

| oo preferring applications for extradition in new cases until the final de-— 

; | cision of Her Majesty’s Government on that question should be reached, | 

{ | and the governor of Michigan was informed of this conclusion. 
| 7 While, therefore, requesting you to express the thanks of this gov- 

ij ernment to bis excellency the governor-general for his courtesy in fur- 

nishing the information referred to, [ have to request that you willin- _~ 

‘ae form him of the reason why no formal request has been preferred in this 

| | case pending the decision of Her Majesty’s Government in the Winslow 

a | and other cases now before it. — Oo a Se 
| ‘Thave,&, | Oe 

Bo a | | - _ HAMILTON FISH. 

| | Str Hdward Thornton to Mr. Fish. a 

i . a : _ WASHINGTON, May 23, 1876. (Received May 23.) - 

. - §rr: In compliance with a request which I have received from the 
governor:general of Canada, I have the honor to inform you that two_ 

it ~ ‘men, named Walter Moore and Frederick Moore, charged with the crime
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of murder in Canada, are fugitives from justice, and are now under 

arrest at Boston, having been remanded till to-morrow, and. to ask that, — ee 

when the necessary forms shall have been complied with to your satis- = - 

faction,’ a warrant may be issued for their extradition, and for theirde- | 

-Jivery to Alphonse Cing, who is authorized to receive the prisoners. ) a 
oe Ihave, &., So aoe : 

Le er — -EDW’D THORNTON. OF 

a ns ; Oe " : Sir Edward Thornton to Mr. Fish. - oo oe Be *- 

 WastINeron, May 26, 1876. (Reveived May 27.) 0 
-. $i: With reference to my note of the 23d instant, I have the honor (oe. 

to inform you that in that note I incorrectly stated the name of the  —‘&Y 

person into whose charge the prisoners Walter Moore and Frederick = | 

- Moore, cbarged with the murder in Canada, should, if surrendered, be | 

delivered. The name should have been Alphonse Cing Mars. *~ © 

—  - Thave,&, oe 7 eee 7 OE 

ee —  BDW'D THORNTON, 

QO 

| Boil Ba s ee Sir Bdward Thornton to Mr. Fish. | - ; | 

oe -.- Wasgutneton, July 13, 1876. (Received July 14.) oT 

- ‘Sir: From a dispatch which I have received from the governor-gen- 
eral of Canada, it appears that one Charles P. Jones, lateof the county  —— f 

of Stark, in the State of Ohio, was, on the 30th ultimo, committed to PS, 

_ jail at Hamilton, in the county of Wentworth, Oatario, as a fugitive from eee 

the justice of the United States. : 

As the usual application for the surrender of this man under theex- = = ff 

_ -tradition treaty has not been received by the Canadian Government, ; 

the Earl of Dafferin has requested me to inform you that at the expira-. | 

tion of two months from the date of his committal to prison, Charles.  ——ssé@S 

Pp, Jones will, under the Imperial Statutes 33 and 34 Vict., cap.52,be = sf 

entitled to claim his discharge. —_ Oo eS eT 
: capt I have, SGoy, - . ’ EDW’D THORNTON. - - , 4 

oe Se Mr. Fish to Sir Edward Thornton, ee ed 

SE a ER DEPARTMENT OF STATE, OS BE 
eS eg eedcs yea Washington, July 18,1876. ) 

fo Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge’ the receipt of your note of = =—s J 

the 13th instant, informing me, at the request of the governor-general a 

of Canada, that one Charles P. Jones was committed to jailat Hamilton, = | 
| Ontario, upon the 30th ultimo, as a fugitive from the justice of the — : - 

a United States, but, as no application for his surrender under theextra- 

_ dition article of the treaty of 1842 had reached the Canadian Govern-  . 
ment, he would. be entitled to his discharge at the expiration of two ae 

months from his commitment. _ | ; Tn |
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1 _ The governor of the State of Ohio some time since addressed me, re- 
1. questing an applieation in the usual form. for the delivery of Jones . 
; . . under the treaty, but it was not deemed proper to prefer such applica- 
1 _ _. tion, for the reason stated in my note of the 17th May.in reference to 
_., the case.of Maraine Smith, ==> Oe | SORE 

- . Since the date of that note the case of Winslow has. been disposed — . 
| sof by @ refusal to surrender him, and by his discharge from custody. _ a 
i _ ‘Thereupon, and on the 20th ultimo, the President communicated to Con- 
; gress the reasons which, in his opinion, made it impossible to prefer fur- 
i; ther demands for the surrender of fugitive criminals under the tenth 
i article of the treaty of 1842. = a Bo 
i ~~~ -T.- have the honor to inclose a copy of this message, which will explain — 
_ _ the position which the President has felt constrained to adopt, and the 

i _ reasons why a request for the surrender of Jones has not been preferred. 
; _ _In bringing these reasons to the knowledge of the governor-general —_—- 
: of Canada, I will. thank: you to express to him my appreciation of his 
|. courtesy in the matter. oe ee rs 
iE DT have, &e, ~ a 
: ee oe AAMILTON FISH. . 

re oo NQL 142% : | 

oe ee Sir Edward Thornton to Mr. Fishh an 

So _ WASHINGTON, October 27, 1876. (Received October 28.) ; 
; ‘Srp: T have the honor to inform you that I have received instructions 
| ~—~—s« from the Earl of Derby to state to you that Her Majesty’s Government, > 
i. having regard to the very serious inconvenience and great encourage- 
i o- ment to crime which would arise from the continued suspension of the. 
i .__ extradition of criminals between the British dominions and the United a 
: = _ States, will be prepared, as a temporary measure, until a new extradi-  _ 
i = -—s—s tion treaty can be concluded, to put in force all powers vested in it for -. | 

ss: the surrender of accused persons to the Government of the United States 
i under the treaty of 1842, without asking for any engagement as to such 
; _ persons not being tried in the United States for other than the offenses «| 
j |. for which extradition has been demanded. re 
i; .°_ It is, however, to be borne in mind that each government has the right . 
i... laid down in the eleventh article of the treaty of 1842,-which provides. __ | 
i '.. that the tenth article shall continue in force until one or the other of the | 
| . parties shall signify its wish to terminate it, and no longer. | | Oo 

if © +. Thave,&e, 400° 2 2-70 
Po oO BS EDWD THORNTON. ... 

Po ae ‘No 148, °° ° ° 2 ee 

po Mr, Fish to Sir Edward Thorntonn = = ———— a 

Pe ' DEPARTMENT OF STATE, — 
Po Washington, October 30,1876. 

i : _ Str: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
i | 27th instant,wherein you inform me that you have received instructions 
{ .__. from Lord Derby to state that Her Majesty’s Government will be pre- ~~ 
ij ~~. pared, as a temporary measure until a new extradition treaty can be con- | 

, cluded, to put in force all powers vested in it for the surrenderof accused 
i -——..-: persons to the Government of the United States under the treaty of 1842,
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. . without asking for any engagement as to such persons not being tried. | 
in the United States tor other that the offenses for which extradition a 

_. hhasbeendemanded. 2 22 2 Oe 
_. Your note also calls attention to the provision laid down inthe elev. = ~— ff 
_ enth article of the treaty of 1842, that the tenth article shall continue in  &§ 

force until one or the other of the parties shall signify its wish to termi- = 
 -nateitjandnolonger = | | a 

_.. . [have laid your note before the President, who observes with great = 
| satisfaction that Her Majesty’s Government has decided to useits powers 

for the surrender of fugitive criminals without asking any stipulations = = ~—— 
_ or engagements in the nature of those which, in recent correspondence we 

with reference to the requisition made by the United States in the case 
of Winslow and others, had compelled him, with extreme regret and ss” 
reluctance, to reach the conclusion that under the position then taken. i aséS‘S 
by the British Government, if it be adhered to, it would not be possible = {| 
for the, Government of the United. States either to make demands on — a 

_- Her Majesty’s Government for the surrender of fugitive criminals orto 
_ entertain requisitions of that character from Her Majesty’s Government = ——s*& 
under the treaty, 
The President concurs fully with Her Majesty’s Government in its — J 

_.. appreciation of the very serious inconvenience and the greatencourage- = ~— 
~~ ment to crime arising from the failure of the extradition of criminals 

_. between two states whose relations of business and of social intercourse = ts 
are as.close and as intimate as those which happily exist between the it 
United States and Her Majesty’s dominions, and he greets the decision Sia 

- of Her Majesty’s Government, announced in your note, toask noengage- = 
_ -mnent with regard to the trial of persons surrendered, as the removal of = 

the obstacle which arrested the execution and efficiency of the extradi- = =~ 
_. tion article of the treaty of 1842.00 0 

_. He hopes, therefore, that Her Majesty’s Government will now takeinto = 
_ cousideration the applications heretofore made by the United Statesfor = 4 

_. the surrender of Winslow and Brent and Gray, with regard to eachof ssf 
_. whom the evidence of criminality has been daly furnished and heard, = =  ——‘&f 

_ and was found sufficient to justify his apprehension and commitment for = ~—— I 
_. trial in accordance with the requirements of the treaty. Onanindicae | 

_ tion of readiness to surrender those persons, he will:authorize anagent = ss 
_ to receive them, and will be ready and glad to respond to any requisi- = ff 

tions which may.be made on the part of Her Majesty’s Government  =—_—CF 
_ under the tenth article of the treaty of 1842, which he willthen regard. 
-- as in full force until such time as either government shall avail itself of ce 

_ the right to terminate it provided by the eleventh article,oruntilamore = | 
comprehensive arrangement can be reached between the two govern- OE 

- Inents in regard to the extradition of criminals, an object to which he a | 
will be glad to give the attention‘of this government, with his most el 

__ @arnest desire for a mutually satisfactory result = s—ies—<—sSSCSr 
[have the honor, &., - oe ee BE 

| So ARAMILTON FISH. 2 ts 

Mr, Bish to Mr. Pierrepont. 

Re ao eos | WASHINGTON, November 11,1876. = . -f 
_ PIERREPONT, Minister, London: 
_. Thornton, by note, proposes resumption extradition under treaty, =» s-—
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— without demanding stipulations, as in Winslow’s case. Have replied 

3 expressing satisfaction with decision to remove obstacle to extradition, 

i. with hope that Winslow, Brent, and Gray will now be surrendered,and 
| -—_—_ stating, on receiving indication of readiness so to do, agent will be. | 
|... authorized to receive them, and thereafter we will be ready to grant 

i ss requisitions. oo : Sn ee 
’ -. Copy correspondence sent by mail. Make noadvances. Watch ques- 

i —--~_~— tion. ~=If notified of any step to surrender fugitives, advise me promptly. 
i | OE EERLUS se / FISH, Seeretary, 

| re 7 No. 145, 7 - ) Co 

i | : 7 | Mr. Fish to Mr. Pierrepont. — | OS 

: | WASHINGTON, November 24, 1876. 
ae _ PIERREPONT, Minister, London: © a a 

— _ Interview this day with Thornton makes it possible that British Gov- _ 
a ernment may surrender Winslow, Brent, and Gray without conditions. — 
i. If offer be made of all or of either, you will accept, and are authorized __ 

i ' . to appoint trustworthy person to convey fugitive without delay to United 

States ss | Cg : 4 -, . — - 

i. Inform me immediately by telegraph in cipher whatever be donein _ 

fo the premises. BE So 
| | | 7 _ FISH, Secretary, 

fo Si Bdtcard Thornton to Mr. Fish. ES 
Po Oa as - Brrvisn Leearron, | me 
Po — Washington, November 29, 1876. — 
1 - _My DEAR Mr. Fisu: I have atelegram telling me that orders have = 

1 - been issued for the arrest of the three criminals, but Lord Derby thinks — 
i... that this should be kept secret as long as possible, lest they should get 
j —.. notice and escape. an So ee 

i | 7 Believe me, &., _ . ae - - So 

I} : | a | | — EDW’D THORNTON. 

— NT 

| So - | | Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Fish. oe oe os 

Po [Telegram] re 
i | ce De - — _Lonpon, November 30, 1876. 
i _ _Fisa, Secretary, Washington: oe 7 

iE __ Home office have ordered arrest of Winslow, Brent, and Gray. | 
i - Winslow not here; disappeared early October. Brent here. Gray _ 
: expected from Paris. | eS os 
i ne Foreign office prompt, careful; earnest to surrender. | oo 

; Ss Will keep you advised. OO | oe | : | 
xo - - ® ¥ BO * RO 

Poo, re — - PIERREPONT. |
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a a OMB Oe | | ee E 

| SS aS | Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Fish. Bet OO CD 

No.7.) — . __ LmGarion oF THE UNITED STATES, .-=.——s<SS 

— London, November 30, 1876. ‘(Received December 11.) 

rp: I have the honor to acquaint you that yesterday, the 29thin- = ff 

stant, I received a note from Lord Derby, without date, of which the J 

following isacopy: = mo es oe oe ee 

Ce Ooi _. Forrien OFFICE, November, 1876. OE 

: ‘srr: I have the honor to inform you that after the communications: which have. | 

recently passed between Her Majesty’s minister at Washington and Mr. Fish, of which oe 

-. yeports have been received by telegraph, the secretary of state for the home depart-.  — OE 

+ ment has felt warranted in issuing orders for the apprehension of Winslow, Brent, and: — oe 

Gray, whose extradition has been requested by the United States Government. Ihave, | 

to add that it is desirable that this information should be treated, for the present at oe 

all events, as confidential. oo a a a as | 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, Oa 

humble servant, _ | | , : a rE 

oe _ 7 | ae DERBY... —i(‘é*@&SC 
~The Hon. Epwarps PreRREPONT, fe. ee — a co I 

mo a oe / : co , oe - coe 4 So : 

| The foreign office are active and earnest to revive extradition. | | 

a eo ae we * ae oe * wae - 

/ | Jhave,&, © | | Oe oo eee a | 

| Does Be EDWARDS PIERREPONT. — | 

ee NOM 

| +. Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Fish CL pas aT 

| - oe .  - [Telegram.] | a 7 - ge 8 | 

| | Oo an ~ Lonpon, December 4, 1876. Oo 

‘usa, Secretary, Waskington : | _ oo RES 

‘Brent arrested; heard ; committed. LExtradition-warrant will issue | 

| after fifteen days. He says will not contest warrant. IT shall appoint 

-mantotakehim = ©  . CE Bees eee 

a * * pen q 

NO 

te, Fish to Mr. Pierrepont. eR el TE 

No.6} 00  - Department oF STATE, = i —ists—sSY 

ee ps Washington, December 5,1876. 

oe “SIR: ery co | . ae 

| It would appear from your last telegram that Brent had been arrested = — &[ 

by some preliminary warrant and committed for extradition, and that | 

the warrant for his extradition would be delayed for the period of fif- — ) 

teen days; and from the statement that he would not contest the war-- | 

rant; it is sapposed that no habeas corpus will be applied for, and that) | 

the question which the British Government has supposed woufd arise |
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4  —.-~—s upon an attempt to surrender a fugitive will not in this case be brought ij  ... . before the court. = | a 
Pa * i  %,  ® a He Be 
ij .. . As to these three cases, I will thank you to furnish me, from time to — 
i. _ time, with accurate and careful information as to the particular proceed- 
i. . ings taken by the authorities of Great Britain in each case, with the 
, _ dates, and, as far as practicable, a copy of the papers relating to each, — 
7. a8 aceurate and detailed: information is desired in. reference to the —_. 
; . - suecessive steps which may be taken to bring the treaty again into ~ 

po | Se ARAMIETON FISH. |” 

: re . No.151. ee 

i Ar Pierrepont to Mr. Fishes 
poo No SLs ation oF THE UNITED STATES, oe fo London, December 7, 1876. (Received December 26.) 
i... Srr: The extradition of persons charged with crime can now be car” 
i. ried on, under the treaty of 1842 between Great Britainand the United = 
i States, as promptly and as easily as before the interruption. ‘Warrants 
; are out for the arrest of ‘Winslow and Gray, and Brent has already been : 
; ‘arrested, heard, and committed to await the fifteen days which the law - ~ 
i. _--Tequires, when he will be delivered over to an agent of the United : 
| __ States under-a warrant of extradition precisely the Same as in all former , 
;  ——.—s eases, and without any stipulations or conditions whatever. Thisisdue 

i;  . tothe attitude which you assumed and maintained’ from the beginning, — : 
j namely, that the British act of 1870 could not affect the treaty concluded - 
a _ between the United States and Great Britain in 1842, and that no stipu- 
i _— dation. or condition required by that act could have any binding force 
{ upon the Government of the United States or be claimed by England = 
i ip the execution of that treaty. The question was several times dis. 
| cussed while I was a member of the Cabinet at Washington, and,as | 
i ‘matter of international courtesy, it was determined to direct the district 
;  _—-—s attorney of New York to try Lawrence, who had been extradited upon 
|. —s the charge of forgery, first upon that charge only, and leave all action ne 
} upon other charges to be determined by the government after trial upon —_ 
i _. the extradited charge. I, as Attorney-General, gave orders accordingly. = . 
{ After my appointment as minister to England, I went with Judge Taft, == 
{| .. . who was appointed Attorney-General in my place, to New York, and, = 
; -—-—s Lawrence offering to plead guilty upon the charge of forgery, it was 
|. ~—___— arranged that all other charges should be dismissed. Thisarrangement  ._ 
i | was carried out, and Lawrence pleaded guilty to the indictment for 
i _ forgery, and after that no charges. were pending against him. * * * a 
i After your dispatch No. 15 (a copy of which I gave to Lord Derby), > 
t concisely setting forth the facts in the Lawrence case, and thus correet- . 
i ing the misapprehension under which he had labored, I was satisfied a 
; _ that extradition would be resumed under.the old treaty. It has been’ — 
{| done by the act of the British Government, creditable to their sense ofs 
! _ justice and highly complimentary to your firm and courteous conduct of = 
i _ the negotiations, which had become very delicate and difficult. ee 
. - - Thave,&., = ee a oe 
i OT ee -- EDWARDS PIERREPONT. |
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a le gs ke NOUS ce : | | 

es Me, Pierrepont to Mr. Fish os 

No 91) ~~... LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = =f 
London, December 22,1876. (Received January 8,1877.) =  =——_si& 

$m: T have the honor to inform you that, in my dispatch No. 76, eee 
dated November 30, 1876, Linclosed a copy of a note from Lord Derby, = 

stating that the home department had issued orders for the apprehen- , 
sion of Winslow, Brent, and Gray, whose extradition hasbeen requested =~ & 

'.. by the United States Government. On the same day (November 30)[D 
advised you by cable that the home office had ordered the arrests. = = —*& 

On the 4th of December, 1876, by cable,.1 acquainted you that Brent.  —=—s:_ ff 
had been arrested, heard, and committed to await extradition at theend | = 
of. fifteen days. Copies of the depositions taken at this hearing are .  — f 

: herewith inclosed. © 0 
| In my dispatch No. 80, December 5, 1876, I gave particulars of the  =———s« 

-. . ease and of the general course of proceedings here in extradition cases. | Ls 
_- - In my dispatch No. 81, December 7, 1876, I stated that after theex- J 
__-piration of “ the fifteen days” Brent would be delivered over toan agent | Oo &§ 

of the United States under ‘a warrant of extradition, and without any 

-.. stipulations or conditions whatever. —_ ee 
—. In my dispatch No. 86, of the 12th instant, I inclosed copies of the = = 

-- papers received up to that date from Lord Derby in the-case of Brent. 
‘The * fifteen days” did not expire, as the law is construed, until the 

_ 19th of December expired. : wo 
- Onthe morning of the 20th of December I wrote to Lord Derby a  — 

note upon this subject, and, to facilitate the matter, lalsosent anote | § 
to Lord Tenterden. I received, on the same day, an answer to these  —s ff 
notes from Lord Derby, who made an inquiry as to the person tobe =  — § 

. appointed to take Brent to America; to which I returned animmediate  —s‘ J 
reply. A copy of this correspondence is:given with this dispatch. = . | § 

| -. The next day, to wit, the 21st of December instant, Lord Derby senta == | 
messenger with the extradition warrant; a copy of which Lalsoinclose. = 
The messenger was accompanied by Mr. John Shore, the inspector of  € 
police mentioned in the correspondence, in order that I might make oe 

_ the proper appointment and give the necessary directions. I executed = ~~ § 
«the formal appointment of Mr. Shore, of which. I send you a copy, and — | 
_. forthwith dispatched to you acipher cable, asfollows: = © | |.) J 

Lord Derby has signed extradition-warrant. John Shore appointed to take Brent. ©  ——° & 
_. Sails from Liverpool Saturday, in Parthia. More after actual sailing. © eee al 

Lord Derby’s warrant seems to have been dated the 20th of December — | 
but I had no notice of it until the 21st, ~hen I cabled you without delay. «© — [ 

-. If the newspapers knew it before I did, they must have had it from some. - 
- elerk in the foreign office before I had notice that the warrant was ~~ f 

issued. BR oe 
_.. I have arranged to receive notice by telegraph when Brent actually = =§  f 

galls, and shall advise you by cable. | Da IE Ee 
>. You will observe that Lord Derby signs this. warrant of extradition. | 

_ Tam told that the home secretary usually signs them, but the actallows 
‘either of the principal secretaries of state to sign such warrants. =~ Loe | 

-.. Thave,&e,0 ee YE 
oe et heey a EDWARDS PIERREPONT. = | ff
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: 7 / . : {Inclosure lin No. 91.) . . a : 

, 7 —.. .  * *- Depositions in relation to the arrest of Brent. ees 

i = METROPOLITAN PoLicEe District, to wit: : - - ses 
; The information of William J. Hoppin, taken on oath this 30th day of November, in. | 
i | - the year of our Lord 1876, at the Bow-street police court, in the county of Middlesex, © — 
7 and within the metropolitan police district, before me, the undersigned chief magis- . 
; trate of the police courts of the metropolis, sitting at the police court aforesaid. 

i — This deponent, William J. Hoppin, on his oath, saith as follows: ee 

; I am the first secretary of the legation of the United States. I produce the copy of | 
; ‘a telegram received on the 5th day of March, 1876, from the Hon. Hamilton Fish, Sec- | | 
: retary of State, in cipher, charging Charles I. Brent with forgery.and the utterance of 
- . forged paper; and I am enabled to state that the said telegram is from Mr. Fish from a 

_ the fact that it is in the cipher used between the State Department and the legation. 
: | The American Government are now willing to receive this fugitive criminal for the | 
i purpose of prosecution. — , fo a | - : | 
j , . | ee — . WILLIAM J. HOPPIN, 
i ak | Secretary of Legation of the United States of America. 
i Sworn before me. a Oe | | 
3 a J. T. INGHAM, a | | 7 oo | 
i Chief Magistrate. =. * — | re 

7; METROPOLITAN POLICE DISTRICT, fo wit: . . a 

i. _ . The examination of John Shore and another taken on oath this 4th day of Decem- | 
i; ber, in the year of our Lord 1876, at the Bow-street police court, in the county of Mid- 2 
3 _ Glesex, and within the metropolitan police district, before me, the undersigned, chief | 
I - Inagistrate of the police courts of the metropolis, sitting at the police court aforesaid, | 
7. . in the presence and hearing of Charles Innis Brent, who was brought this day before a 
oo me, pursuant to the extradition acts 1870’ and 1873,-accused of the commission of the : 
} |. « erime of forgery and utterance of forged paper within the jurisdiction of the United = 
: States of America. eee ee ee , oe , 

- This deponent, John Shore, on his oath, saith asfollows: © °° 9 | 2 

i: _ - Tam an inspector at Scotland Yard. I took the prisoner in custody on the 8th of. | 
|. + March at Queenstown. I had then a warrant signed by Sir Thomas Henry similar to. 
: the one I produce. Iread the warrant to him and told him I should have-to take him a 

a. | to London. He was in the custody of the Irish constabulary; they handed mea bill ot . 
7 exchange on Drexel, Harges & Co., Paris, for 29;000 francs and upward, and £56 10s. . | 

: in’ English gold, $11.25 American money, and revolver, all of which had been found on =” 
i. - prisoner. Between there and Dublin noticed prisoner was wearing a gold watch and . 
i. .  ¢hain, which I took from him; also, two rings and apin. On the way between Queens- | 
i. - town and London he told me-he was Charles Innis Brent; that he had been aclerkin = 
f . - the Tobacco Bank, Louisville, Ky.; that he had obtained leave of absence on the then | 
; yesterday fortnight to the following Monday, and/that he proceeded to New York after 
i cashing a draft belonging to the bank, and that he signed the name of the firm, bought . - 
a - the draft on Paris before referred to out of the proceeds of the draft, alsothe English = - 

a; *. gold and the gold watch and chain he was wearing. oo - 
: I was present when the prisoner was examined before Sir Thomas Henry, andIre- | 
i _ member Mr. Eugene C. Warren being examined by Sir Thomas in the presence of the oo 
i _.-- prisoner, and in my presence he identified the prisonér as having been a clerk in the i 
_ | Tobacco Bank. Iremember the whole of the American papers in the case were pro- 
i duced, and he and another gentleman swore to their correctness. It wassaid in prison- __ 
4 - er’s presence what the amount of the check was, I have now apprehended the prisoner | 
. _- under Sir James Ingham’s warrant on Saturday last at Canterbury Barracks. I showed . 
: _ him the warrant, and he said he knew there would be a settlement between the gov- = 

i: ernments about these extradition matters this last month. - ee 

] — And this deponent, Samuel Mullins, on his oath, saith: oe 

i I am a solicitor at 11 Queen Victoria street, E. C. I was present at the examination _ 
of prisoner before Sir Thomas Henry in March last. A draft was produced for the sum _ | 
of. $15,000; that draft. was annexed to the original documents which came from 

i America; these documents, with the draft, have been sent back to New York... . 
; In the presence of prisoner I- heard the American depositions read in which Mr. 
a | Warren, who purported to have signed the check or draft, said his signature was a 
i forgery. — a re ve . | | 7 ' BO 8 - oe “SAMUEL MULLINS. 
7 7 The above depositions of John Shore and Santuel Mullins were severally taken and - 
. ' gworn before me as aforesaid. | - Oo 

| : oe : 7 | J. T. INGHAM, a 
' a oe . a . : Chief Magistrate.
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: - - The prisoner, having been duly cautioned, saith: u oe oo a . shove 

All I have to say is I was three months in the house of detention, from 10th March — ee 

 » to 19th June; that I was released then because our governments could not come to an . 

| agreement about extradition. On the day of my release I signed a paper authorizing  — | 

-- Detective Shore to return the draft, moneys, the watch and chain and rings to be  &§ 

-- yegtored to the Merchants’ National Bank, New York City. Since thenThavelearned = | 

-. they have received this property. I would like to go back as soon as can be arranged  ——s«*@R 

: without waiting the fifteen days. = ©. CO ENE | 

| a | : CHARLES INNIS BRENT. - oo 

: Taken beforeme. = ©) | BRS Son | - rn 

oe . J. T. INGHAM, ne ce Se ; 

Oo oo Chief Magistrate. Oe Cn i a is | 

oe a | -: SE [Inclosure 2 in No. 91,] ee oe - : ee - OE 

ae a Mr. Pierrepont to Lord. Derby. — ae - | | § 

RG ATION or tan Unirep Srates,  ~——iO 

oo oe oe | London, December 20,1876.  § 

7 My Lorp: With reference to the case of Charles Innis Brent, now held for extradi- ©  &§ 

tion, I would call your lordship’s attention to the fact that the “fifteen days” have | : 

expired, and I am ready to appoint such person as shall be mutually agreed upon to  &€ 

receive said Brent under a warrant of extradition and take him to the United States. | ae | 

Co I have, &c., a ae | : pS | &€ 

: a Es Sonos EDWARDS PIERREPONT. I 

| SS | - . pO — [Inclosure 3 in No. 91] - oe . . | moe | 

oe - Mr. Pierrepont to Lord Tenterden. : nae | 

ees ee Pe, LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, Doe ee 

o | Be London, December 20,1876. = | & 

My Dear Lorp TENTERDEN: As it is very desirable to start Brent on his way at the OE 

a earliest practicable moment, I inclose you a note which I have written to Lord Derby, | eae 

.... and hoping that you may facilitate the matter so that there shall be no delay after =... «&§ 

| ~ Lord Derby arrives at the foreign office, 1 leave the note unsealed, thinking that’ there == =  — ‘ff 

-- may be some formal matters requiring attention with which I.am not familiar, but =  — ff 

... which you understand. = 7 - ; 

a Very truly, yours, - | oo a | 

— | ; ae | | | EDWARDS PIERREPONT.- __ | , 

- a ee . - _._ {Inclosure 4 in No. 91) © ee - . | a 

ae Lord Tenterden to Mr. Pierrepont. (For the Earl of Derby.) 20  &§ 

| Immediate] = st - ForEIGN OFFICE, December 20, 1876. — oe 

$n: With reference to your letter of this day’s date, I have the honor to inform you = a 

that I have received a communication from Her Majesty’s principal secretary of state = 

. for the home department, stating that as fifteen days have now expired since the com- — oa 

-. mittal of Brent to the Middlesex house of detention, a warrant for his surrender can 

-. now be issued, and inquiring whether you wish that an officer should be sent from the Gl 

oe) United States to fetch the prisoner, or whether he is to be sent to the United States in | _& 

-.  eharge of an English officer. | a ee OO | 

| JT understand from your letter that you are ready to appoint a person to take Brent. ~ &§ 

to the United States, and shall therefore be obliged by your informing me what answer 

- - ” ghould be given to the inquiry of the secretary of state. os ns | 

—- Dhave, &e, | ee : | , | | | 

< cg es ; For the Earl of Derby, _ ena 

| as a, | o _ - [Inclosure 5 in No. 91.) : . ee Oo , 

Ae ce Be My Pierrepont to Lord Derby. ' ER  &§ 

: re , Bs - LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES, ET 

ce re - Re | London, December 20, 1876. | : 

7 My Lorp: I have the honor to state that if it meets your lordship’s approval, I will oo if 

appoint. John Shore, inspector in Scotland Yard, to take Brent to America under the Boose | 

warrant of extradition. Pee, | ES oe oo | 

eT have, &e., | 7 i Bn - - 

a wa ee _ EDWARDS PIERREPONT. if
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i a So [Inclosure 6 in No. 91.] Bo Be 7 a LRSM RRA _ Warrant for the extradition of Brent. == ae 
; | ‘To the Keeper of the Middlesex House of Detention at Clerkenwell, and to Inspector John Shore: . i ‘Whereas Charles Innis Brent, late of the United States of America, accused of the — i... commission of the crime of forgery and uttering forged paper within the jurisdiction | a ~-—6~—CtC(<‘“ésé*S éf the United States of America, was delivered into the custody of you, the keeper of 7 the Middlesex house of detention at Clerkenwell, by warrant dated 4th December, a 3 _...° 1876, pursuant to the extradition act, 1870: oe a . _ Now, I do hereby, in pursuance of the said act, order you, the said keeper, to deliver < - the body of the said Charles Innis Brent into the custody of the said inspector, John : | _ Shore, and I command you the sajd inspector, John Shore, to receive the said Charles = a _. Innis Brent into your custody, and to convey him within the jurisdiction of the said 7 |. United States of America, and there place him in the custody of any person or persons _ q _- . appointed by the said jurisdiction to receive him, for which this shall be your warrant. . to Given under the hand and sealof the undersigned, one of Her Majesty’s principal | i secretaries of state, this 20th day of December, 1876. an Be, po ese DERBY 
| Se a a oe - — [Inclosure 7 in No: 91.) ns yo - : — - 

Appointment of Inspector Shore to convey Brent to the United States, a 
i a as LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, — | ae oe an ee “London, December 21, 1876. - 40000 Whereas under a warrant of extradition issued on the twentieth day of December, : _ anno Domini eighteen hundred and seventy-six, by the right honorable the Earl of - - : i; . Derby, Her Majesty’s secretary of state for foreign affairs, Inspector John Shore has ~ : i. been directed to receive into his custody Charles Innis Brent, accused of the commis- | j gion of the crime of forgery and uttering forged paper within the jurisdiction of the a ; . United States of ‘America, and to convey him, the said Charles Innis Brent, withinthe = «| ; _ jurisdiction. of the said United States of America, and there place him in the custody. Poe of any person or persons appointed by the said jurisdiction to receive him; : _.. Now, therefore, I, Edwards Pierrepont, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo-) -  ._ ‘tentiary of the United States of America to Great Britain, by.virtue.of the,authority 
i ip Ine vested by the Government of thé United States, do hereby authorize and appoint" d _ the said inspector, John Shore, to take the said Charles InnisiBrent into his custody, — , _ and conduct him to the United-States of America, and there deliver-kim, to such per- - Son or persons as the President of the United States may authorize toreceive him; and fC if no such person shall appear duly authorized.by the President of the United: States. ; _ to receive said Brent, then to deliver him, the said. Charles Innis Brent, into the custody. . a; of the United States marshal for the southern district of New York, in the city of New’ : _.. York, to be held by the said marshal subject to the orders of the President of the 7 United States. = cs Bp we S 7 In witness whereof I have hereto subscribed my. nanie and affixed the seal of this | ; legation this twenty-first day of December, ‘in the year of: our Lord one thousand : : eight hundred and seventy-six, = ne ee | - Po a8.) - , So - EDWARDS PIERREPONT. 7 8 _ WILLIAM J. HOPPIN, mo eT oO j Se oY  Seoretary of Legation, oo - oe 

i OS No 1538, ne eS 
‘ee oe Mr. Pierrepont to Mr. Fish, og ee 

PO —. -Lonpon, December 23, 1876. 
3 _ -Fisu, Secretary, Washington: Ce Oo 
i: ' __ In steamer Parthia, charge of John Shore, Brent left Liverpool to-day. oS 
i. He was not surrendered or notice given of warrant until 2lst,when [. : —GCabled you atonce,. = ea re 
fo Sr re HO Bo PT ERREPONT.
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oe GREAT BRITAIN, BH | 

Mr, Fish to Sir Edward Thornton = = = ———<—Ststi‘“ (SS? 

a DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | 
err) ioe ee Washington, December 23,1876. =—«é&R 

. Str: Referring to your note of the 27th of October ultimo,and to = —SF 
my reply of the 30th of that month, and to your note of November = 

_ 29, in which you did me the honor to inform me of the issuing of an 
_ order in London for the arrest of the three criminals who had. been  ——sf 

previously discharged by Her Majesty’s Government, and who had been  —* 
_ the subject. of the late correspondence on the question of extradition,I = 
- have now the honor to inform you that further information has been’ > 
_ received of the arrest of Brent, and of his surrender by Her Majesty’s  . J 

Government tothe person authorized to receive and convey him tothe —. [ 
- United States. . BES ed 

. It is understood that Winslow and Gray, the two other fugitives for  =§=s——«<&#T 
whom warrants were also issued, have escaped from or are concealed in _ OE 
Great Britain, and cannot be found. Ca a Ee 
_ The representative of the United States in London has informed me —s-~& 
of the sincere desire of Her Majesty’s Government to cause their arrest, © — 
which, however, it has not been possible to effect. 

_.. Under these circumstances, and in accordance with the statements .- ss J 
contained in‘ my note of the 30th of October last, the President will) = = | 
now be ready to respond to any requisitions which may be made on — ff 

the part of Her Majesty’s Government under the teuth article of the 
_., treaty of 1842, and will hereafter make similar requisitions upon Her = | 
_ Majesty’s Government, as heretofore, under the treaty, and will again sss 

regard the treaty as in full force, subject to the right reserved to = = 
. either party to terminate the same pursuant to the eleventh article =  —_ J 

—. .thereof. oe OO oo ee 
_ have great satisfaction in conveying to you this information,and in = — 

_ being able to state that no obstacles how exist in delivering upto justice = = ~ | 
| fugitive criminals under the treaty of 1842, until such time asthe two.  — 

governments may be enabled to perfect and enter into a more compre- | El 
hensive arrangement. | ce 
 Dhave the honor, &e.,, 00 oT 

i HAMILTON FISH. | ff 

oo a ~No.155.0 0 Re ee fl 

te Sin Edward Thornton to Mr. Fishh 

Me WASHINGTON, December 24, 1876. (Received December 25.) = °— YJ 

Srp: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your noteof = ~—*& 
_ yesterday’s date, informing me of the arrest and surrender by Her — it 

_. Majesty’s Government of the forger Brent, and that the other two fugi- = — J 
tives, Winslow and Gray, for. whom warrants were also issued, have §=——CE 

_. escaped from, or are concealed in, Great Britain and cannot be found. = = ss 
_ I beg to express my satisfaction that under these circumstances the _ ee 

_ President will again regard the tenth article of the treaty of 1842 asin i (ass 
: full force, subject to the right reserved to either party to terminate the . ~~ &| 

game pursuant to the eleventh article thereof. © as 
| ‘I last night communicated to the Earl of Derby by telegraph the sub- |
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' stance of your note above mentioned, informing him at the same time ~ 
i that the Government of the United States is now ready to make and to 
j : receive requisitions for the surrender of fugitive criminals as heretofore. _ 

i: -  YThavetheboner,&e, © 9 0 °° 2 
i Oo ne ee E  EDWD THORNTON. | 

Po | oes NO 1S6 : OTE 

Po | Mr. Cadwalader to Mr. Pierrepont. — or 

i _ No. 77.] : DEPARTMENT OF STATE, a! 
‘a pe Washington, December 27, 1876. 

; Sir: Upon the receipt of your telegram of the 23d instant, stating | / 
: - that Brent, having been delivered up, had sailed from Liverpool inthe — 
; steamer Parthia, a note was addressed to Sir Edward Thornton, inform- 
i ing him of the fact of: the surrender of the fugitive, and his departure __ 
i - for the United States, as well as that Winslow and Gray, for whom’ — 
: warrants had been issued, could not be found, and stating thatthe 
: _. . President would now be ready to respond to any requisitions preferred 
i. by Her Majesty’s Government, aud would hereafter make similar requi- 
a _ sitions under the treaty, and regard the treaty as in full force, subject - 
ie to the right reserved to either party to terminate the same pursnant to 
a the eleventh article thereof. I informed you immediately of the sub- _ 
i stance of the note by telegraph, on its transmission on the 23d. | 
: , - A copy of the note in question, and of Sir Edward’s reply thereto is - 

--. herewith inclosed.*  . 7 Ld EEE 
i | At the same time a note was addressed to the British representative ° | 
i _ with reference to Maraine Smith, who has been held for a long time, as | 

: you know, and requesting his surrender, 

i _ Upon the 26th the British minister himself addressed the Department, — | 

| asking that a warrant might be issued for the arrest and detention of 
i one Alfred Brush, a fugitive from the justice of Canada, with a view to - 
' his extradition, and a warrant or mandate from this Department was 
: issued the same day. == © i en cas } 

foo Extradition appears therefore to have been fairly re-established be- : 

oo tween the two countries under the tenth article of the treaty of 1842. — 

‘ . - Phe President transmitted to Congress upon the 26th instant a special = 

fo message with reference to extradition,.accompanied by copies of the 
i late correspondence on the subject. As soon as printed copies are ob- 

j - ‘tained of the correspondence and message, copies. shall be transmitted. | 

| | The President reviews the question, and announces that he will here- 

i after entertain and make requisitions for the surrender of fugitive 

: criminals. pS A | OT 
i © Tam, &e., ——- JOHN L. CADWALADER, © 

a 7 Oo oe , > Acting Secretary, 

to re No.157.° 0 oo 

pot Me, Fish to Mr. Pierrepont. | 

NoS8t}o00 2 DEPARTMENT OF STATE, — or 
i. so 3 re Washington, January 5, 1877. | 

i: Str: By No. 77 from this Department, you were furnished with a copy | 
Z oo. - ce eee me fe a I se 2 

: | ~ . * See ante, documents Nos. 154 and 155, SO :
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of the correspondence which has taken place between myself and Sir : &| 

Edward Thornton, concerning the resumption of.extradition under the =— ff 
treaty of 1842, and since that time both governments, have preferred — 

~~ demands, and the treaty may now be said to be-again in full operation. ==. f 

After this resumption had been effected, and upon the 26th of Decem- —s 
‘per, your No. 81 reached me, treating of the subject, and of the various — oe 

- gauses which have led to the course pursued by the British Government. |  &§ 

You state that upon the receipt of my No. 15, under the dateof Au- : 

gust 5, setting forth the exact facts as to Lawrence’s case, and correct- 

ca ing the misapprehension under which Lord Derby and the authoritiesin = =f 

Great Britain had labored as to the prosecutions which had been insti- — | 

tuted against him subsequent to his extradition, you were satisfied that. = = sf 
. extradition would be resumed under the old treaty. _ Cag Sy ge : f 

-.-_It is probably true that some misapprehensions had existed-as to what | 
had actually taken place with reference to Lawrence, and doubtless the © “se 

explanations made on this point assisted toward their removal, and may . oe 

have been not wholly without influence in leading to areconsideration ——— §f 
of. the position which had been assumed by Great Britain. If so, its —s«< 
operation was not speedy, as the instruction was read to Lord Derby ed 
the 23d day of August, and it was not until late in November that the ©  § 

r _ British Government receded from the position it had taken,  &- 
-. You will perceive, also, that in the correspondence which actually led- sf 

- to the resumption of extradition no reference is made by Her Majesty’s | 
Government to this particular point, and [ am inclined to think, while oe 

-. this matter may have contributed to the end attained, that Her Majesty’s  &§ 

-- Government were not satisfied with the general position assumed by 

them on this question, and therefore did not rest their determinationin == § 

changing upon so narrow a point. This is, of course, all the more cred- SE 

- itable to Lord Derby and to the authorities who have contributed to —  &§ 

a In your No. 81 you also state that when Lawrence offered to plead = J 
- guilty upon the charge of forgery, it was arranged that all other charges | 

should be dismissed; that this arrangement was carried out, and that 2 
Lawrence plead guilty to the indictment for forgery, and after that no : 

- charges were pending against him. The actual conditions under which I 
_- Lawrence did plead guilty, I understand to be, that when he plead — f 

| guilty no charges were actually dismissed, but sentence was suspended 
against him. But it was understood that, when sentenced, no further 
penalty than a two years’ sentence should be imposed in all, The mat- 
ter. remains in statu quo, sentence being still suspended and the charges ssf 
against him not disposed of. Mr. Bliss, from whom information has sf 
been sought, agrees in this statement. PR SS - ; 

Tami &e, Ba ae poo need | 
we OL engadget ee EAM ILTON FISH, > 

— , Mr, Pierrepont to Mr. Evarts. BE 

No. 221.) | ~=Lmq@ation or THE UntreD States, = | 
ee —_ — London, August 22,1877. (Received September 5.) | ce 

Str: I have the honor to state that I find in this day’s Morning Post . { 
the text of a commission lately appointed by Her Majesty for inquiring — | 

| ~ into the laws relating to the extradition of criminals, and that Linclose =
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j an a clipping of the same. © Mr. Cross lately told me that there would be 
te _ Much embarrassment in making a treaty of extradition, which required.” 

' ._ Special action of Parliament upon a convention with any particular. . 
i; State. I think that this commission is for the purpose of producing a 
;  -—-—s @hange in the act of 1870, and also for the purpose of considering the | 
+... whole subject of extradition. Until this commission reports, I do not. 
; __—s think that any new treaty touching this subject is likely to be made. 
; ._. Ishall watch the progress of this commission and keep you advised. 

Po Pe EDWARDS PIERREPONT. > 

i - ; : a oo ae 4 - [Inclosure.] a ce oO OO - ; 
i BS [From the Morning Post, Wednesday, August 22, 1877.] ne ! 
i 7 rs THE. EXTRADITION OF CRIMINALS. oe - a a a | 

i Werte, August 20, 
i: : The Queen has been pleased to issue a commission under Her Majesty’s royal sign 
; manual tothe effect following: vee a | re | 

oe ~VicrorraR, ee | 
; : - Victoria, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland =—s_—. i Queen, Defender of the Faith: To our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor Sir 
3 _ _ Alexander James Edmund Cockburn, Bart., Knight Grand Cross of our most honorable . | 
i. | Order of Bath, Lord Chief Justice of England; one right trusty and well-beloved | 
7. Councillor Roundell, Baron Selborne; our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor oo 

y ... Colin, Baron Blackburn, one of our lords of appeal in ordinary; our right trusty 
; and weil-beloved Councillor Russell Gurney, recorder of our city of London; our. | 7 _ right trusty and well-beloved Councillor Sir Richard Baggallay, Knight, one of our | | 
:. _. . ordinary judges of our court of appeal; our right trusty and -well-beloved Councillor. | 7 
- Sir William Baliol Brett, Knight, one of our ordinary judges of our court of appeal; > | 
i _,, our trusty and well-beloved Sir John Rose, Bart., Kaight Commander of our most dis- 
i  - ~—_—— tinguished order of Saint Michael and Saint George; our trusty and well-beloved Sir | q - . . James Fitzjames Stephen, Knight Commander of our. most exalted order of the Star _ oon 
i  ———séo f India, one of our counsel learned in the law ; our trusty and well-beloved Sir William __ 
, _ George Granville Vernon Harcourt, one of our counsel learned in the law; and our. 
i _. trusty and well-beloved William Torrens M’Cullagh Torrens, esq., Bachelor of Laws, 
‘ . greeting ee Bo Whereas we have deemed it expedient that a commission showd forthwith issue to 
i _. inquire into and consider the working and effect of the law and treaties relating tothe 
7. extradition of persons accused of crime: = ss Se | 

_. Now, know ye that we, reposing great trust and confidence in your kno wledgeand 
: | ability, have authorized and appointed, and do by these presents authorize and ap- . 
j - . point, you, the said Sir Alexander James Edmund Cockburn ; Roundell, Baron Selborne;. | 
i _ Colin, Baron Blackburn; Russell Gurney ; Sir Richard Baggallay; Sir William Baliol . 
i oe Brett; Sir John Rose; Sir James Fitzjames Stephen; Sir William George Granville : 
if _ Vernon Harcourt; and William Torrens M’Cullagh Torrens, to.be our commissioners — 
a for the purposes aforesaid. And for the better. effecting the purposes of this our. = 
: _. commission, we do, by these presents, give and grant unto you, or any three or more 
i ss of you, full power and authority -to call before you such persons as you shall judge — of 
{ - . . likely to afford you any informatign upon the subject of this our commission, and also 2 7 to call for, have access to, and examine all such books, documents, registers, and rec- , 
. _ ords as may afford the fullest. information on the. subject, and to inquire of and con- | 
i... cerning the premises by all other lawful ways and means whatsoever. ae wee 
oo And we do, by these presents, will and ordain that this our commission shall con- . | 
;  .—s- tinue in full force and virtue, and that you, our said. commissioners, or any three or. "| 
oO more of you, may from time to time proceed in the execution thereof, and of every | 2 
. matter and thing therein contained, although the same be not continued from time to | 
. - time by adjournment. BF Os Ag Ee _ So an 
: _ And we further ordain that you, or any five or more of you, may have liberty tore- | | 
; .  -—s port your proceedings under this commission from time to time, if you shall judge it | 
i: expedient soto do - 9... or ees _— a oo 
a. And our further will and pleasure is that you do, with as little delay as possible, Oo 

report to us, under your hands and seals, or under the hands and seals of any five or 
7 more of you, your opinion upon the several points herein submitted for your.considera-
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And for your assistance in the exeention of this our commission we have made choice ; 
_ of our trusty and well-beloved George Edward March, esq., to be secretary to this our | 

' commission, and to attend you, whose services and assistance we require to use from a 
- time to time, as occasion may require. pe a o | — | 
_- Given at our court at St. James’s the 18th day of August, 1877, in the forty-first year 

. of ourreign. = = er a . 

- *  . By Her Majesty’s command, = =. © | Og. 
ees RIOHTARD ASSHETON CROSS. _ I 

GREECE 
| ee No, 159 cE _ | | 

oo Mr, Read to Mr. Hvarts. 

No. 259.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, |  § 
pT ss | _. Athens, April 12,1877. (Received May 1.) — | 

rr: I have the honor toinform you that. I have succeeded in obtain. = ~—¥ 
ing a satisfactory copy, in plaster, of a very ancient and remarkable : : 
Greek treaty, engraved upon a marble column, one portion of which was 
found sixty and the other two parts twenty days ago, in the course of  &| 
the important excavations on the southern slope of the Acropolis which —s_ JJ 
are being carried on by the Archeological Society of Athens, of which I 

-.amanbonorary member. , eee 0 ee eee 
~ This is the first inscription which has been discovered relating to the | 
political life of Alcibiades, the brilliant kinsman of Pericles. Itismy | | 
intention to present the plaster copy to the Department of State,asa == 

- pendant to the venerable treaty between the Athenians and the Chalci- — ; 
dians which I had the honor to send to the Department last year. = = __ | 

| I have, &e., 7 | Be ee . 
7 “ JOHN MEREDITH READ. — 

; — : No. 160. | | 

, | Mr, Read to Mr. Evarts. On han oe | 

No. 272.) 9... _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, . | 
Athens, May 10,1877. (Received May 28.) — oo 

$m: I have the honor to acquaint you with the remarkable fact that — | 
the arms of the celebrated Venus of Milo have been discovered withina 

_ few days in theisland of Melos, at a distance of lessthan thirty feet from = — f 

_ the place where the statue itself was found in 1820. The arms areex- = - | 
- quisitely modeled. One hand holds a kind of disk or shield. The work- | : 
| _ manship and the locality compel even the skeptical to acknowledge the | 

authenticity of these wonderful relies. ne a ao} | 
__I have applied to the Greek Government. for permission to take a | 

_ plaster cast, and if [am successful I shall pray the Department toaccept | 
- the same with the Alcibiadean treaty, which I have nearly ready alsoto , 

-. -present.to it. (See my No. 259.) oe a LS 
_ . It-is not a little singular that the news of the death of the finderof = = | 
the famous Venus Victrix of Milo, now in the Louvre, has just reached —— 

“Greece, at. the moment when the other portions of that great work of _&| 
-artare being brought tolight. a nn foe | 

— Thave, &e, rare omen | 
oe gue eg JOHN MEREDITH READ.’ ~~ J 

| 19 FR OO | - a ee
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Ce Mr. Read to Mr. Evart, asa _ 

No. 276.) _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED SraTEs, 
Po | Athens, May 16, 1877. (Received June 7.)  ° 
; Sir: M. Stephen Coumanoudis, the learned secretary of the Archzo- . 
i. logical Society of Athens, having heard that an inscribed stone belong- | 
+ sng to some ancient monument was lying neglected on the right bank of 
i the Ilissus, southwest of the temple of Jupiter Olympius, hastened to — 
i : the spot yesterday and, to his delight, discovered the remains of a mar- | 

: _ ble altar with the following words: =~ | | 

; This monument upon his advent to power Peisistratus the son of Hippias has dedi- 
i: ated in the temple of Apollo Pythias. — oe .— Oo : Po 

a This is the identical monument mentioned by Thucydides as . having © | 
1 been erected by Peisistratus, son of Hippias, and grandson of the tyrant | 

_ Peisistratus; and this is the original inscription which the great histo- = 
| rian thought worthy of being transferred to his immortal work. (See | 

i: ‘book vi, chap. 54.) - CR SE yong ee | 
; : It is especially worthy of note that the letters which Thucydides men- 
' _ tions as obscure, are indeed roughly and feebly cut, and that, as in all | 
|  °.. the Attic inscriptions before the time of Eucleides, instead of H there is B, 
i _ and instead of the diphthong OV there is the simple O, and Y instead 
i | of YI. ‘The discovery of this remarkable stone fixes the site of the | 
’ temple of Apollo Pythias, which was hitherto unknown. This very im- 
i portant monument has been purchased by the Archeological Society — 
] : and will be immediately transferred to the museum of Varvakion. —__ | 

Po Bnav ey Bite ea 

i a Oo Mr. Read to Mr. Evarts. - BS 

i No. 302.] =: Cor Fu, GREEcE, July 11,1877. (Received July 27.) 
i Siz: Referring to a previous dispatch relating to the reported discov- 
| | ery of the arms of the Venus of Milo, 1 have the honor to state that I | 
to. - have since.entered upon an extended examination of the subject, with the 
i - aid of important. authorities which were not then at my disposal. The | 
a; result. may be briefly reduced to the following conclusions: «© - | 
i J. Several statues and several arms belonging to other ancient stat- | 
‘ee ues have been recently found at the Island of Milo or Melos; one of the 

latter, it is claimed, belongs tothe Venusof Milo ££ 
i II. The latter arm was found on the site of what the discoverer believes 
i ————“‘étt e@ thee temple of the Venus.of Milo. = SR 

| IIT. If the site proves to be that of the above-named temple, it may _ 
- lead to the discovery of the niche wherein the Venus of Milo formerly | 

i; < .  gtood, and solve the long-disputed question as to whether the Venus was 
i originally associated wiih one or more other figures. | eo | 
fo _ [have the honor to inclose a statement made to me by Mr. Nostrakis, _ | 
i. . on whose land the recent discoveries have been made. It will be noted | 

7 with interest that this statement emanates from the family of one of |
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— the inhabitants of the island who were engaged in the discovery of the | 7 | 

It may be worth while at this stage to trace the origin of the report | 
. of the recent finding of the arms. In passing I desire to remark upon - | 

the extreme difficulty of obtaining exact details in an agitated moment  § 
_ like the present from.a remote locality in the archipelago. _ 

As early asthe first week in May what appeared to be reliable infor-  &§ 
: mation was brought to me to the effect that the arms of the Venus of - ~~ & 

_ Milo had been discovered within ten yards of the spot where the famous _ | 
- statue had been found fifty-seven years before. In order to obtain 

copies of these relics for presentation to the Department, in case they — | 
proved valuable, I addressed myself, as reported in my previous dispatch, a 
to the Greek Government. After some time I received a reply to the 

_ effect that there was no knowledge upon the subject in the possession Oa 
of the Hellenic Government; but [ was assured that inquiries would == —— 

| be instituted... In the mean time there appeared in all the Greek papers | 
a statement setting forth that the arms of the Venus of Milo had been | 
discovered in the island by members of the French Archeological | 
School at Athens... This proved to be false, and it was then ascertained ~ ee 
that the relics in question had been tound by Mr. Nostrakis.. There- ‘4 

- upon I obtained from the latter the information contained in the inclos-  _  #*§ 
ure marked 1. I have the honor also to append—marked 2—a copy of =. 4 

-. @ discourse delivered on the 13th of June last by M. Ravaisson, the  - — J 
__ well-known keeper of the antiquities in the Louvre, before the Academy 

of Inscriptions and Belles Lettres of the Institute of France. This | | 
valuable document I owe to M. Dumont, the distinguished director of | 
the French Archeological School at Athens. tl | _ | 
- The “imaginary narrative,” to which M. Ravaisson refers, was con- | 
tained in a series of letters addressed to the Paris journal Le Temps,in | , 

_ 1873~74, by M. Jean Aicard. These letters were eventually published oe | 
in a volume, In this book M. Aicard attempted to prove that both of | 
the arms of the Venus of Milo were attached to the body when the —. & 

_. statue was found, and that they were detached and broken in a strug- oe 
gle between the crew of a French vessel of war which was sent to re- | 

| ceive the statue, and the.crew of a Turkish vessel which had already | 
“ gained possession of the wonderful relic, eS, a 
i It will be seen by inclosure 2, that M. Ravaisson denies that any such | 7 

combat took place, and contends that there were no arms attached to os 
_ the body when it was found. In support of this position, M. Ravaisson poe 8 
produced before the academy photographs of the drawings made from: > | 

the statue at Milo at the moment of the finding of this splendid work | 
| of art. These designs were executed by M. Voutier, an officer on board . OE 

- the French vessel the Estafette, whose death was recently reported as — | 
having taken place at Hyéres, in France. These sketches show the | | 
statue separated into two portions or blocks, and without arms, as the | 

-. statue exists to-day in the Louvre. . Consequently, M. Ravaisson does - 
~ not believe that the arm holding an apple now in the Louvre, and which = | 

was found with the statue, ever belonged to the Venus of Milo. Hegoes _ : 
further, and says: **Non seulement done on n’a point retrouvé undes ss | 
deux bras de la Vénus de Milo, mais il n’est pas probable qu’on les re- —  &§ 
trouve jamais ni Pun ni autre.” Such is the deliberate opinion of amost = ~~ &§ 

- Jearned expert. He denies that the arms have been found, and he does © % & 
not deem it probable that they will be found. This, however, presents . = 

. @ point for farther investigation, which can only be undertaken and de- = =——_—si 
cided by a learned and competent commission, such, as I am told by the | 
famous and erudite secretary of the Archeological Society at Athens, |
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M. Coumanoudis, the Greek Government intends to send to the island 
j : _ of Milo for the purpose of examining critically all the discoveries there | 
] made. Should it prove that the arm in question does not belong to the | 
; Venus of Milo, the examination may nevertheless result in the acquisi- — ! 
iL _ tion of further interesting details, especially touching the remains, which —_. | 
i | the discoverer believes are those of the temple of the Venus of Milo. __ | 

_  . . An exact account of the value to be attributed to the other marble figures | 
; : recently found will also fix public attention... In any event, the results. | 
i of this investigation will be looked to with eagerness, and it is to be | 
i hoped that nothing will occur to interfere with the sending of the gov- | 

oo ernment commission. «I have, indeed, written again to-day to urge this. | | 
j Since my endeavor to obtain a copy of the arm, the representative of | 
io another government has made a similar attempt. I shall succeed in get- | 
i ting a plaster cast, and, if the original proves to be of value, I shall | 
; | hasten to‘present my copy to the Department. i | 
, | _ Ihave been applied to by many of my countrymen for information ! 
i _ upon this subject. I have not hesitated to impart whatever knowledge ! 
i _ I possess, for the matter is one of general archeological interest, and | 
i ~ ° does not in the slightest degree trench upon the domain of political dis- 
i CUSSION, , | 
i I shall hope to continue my report in fature dispatches. —- | | 
| | Thave,&e., 0 7 L | 

a re: _ JOHN MEREDITH READ. : 

i | | _ [{nelosure 1 in No. 302.) ae yak. ne . . “ as | 

| | | Statement of Mr. Nostrakis, 9 = : “ a aces ee 7 

: In course of the excavations which we are carrying on in the island of Milo, we | 
: have found the following relics: — Chee EE SEE | | 
: 1. Astatue of Neptune, perhaps of Roman origin, with an inscription. = | 

2. A female statue with a little Cupid, of a good period of Greek art. The statue is ~ ; 
| _ without a head, but the Cupid isintach. 2 

_ 3. A bust, well-fashioned, and of a good period of Gfeek art. = ee | 
: — 4, A horse with aman on its back, both life-size and of Greek workmanship. The | 
a | horse is without ears, | 
; . 5. A statue of a woman with extended arms; natural size; Greek art. = ! 

6. Two or three heads, very well preserved, and of very fine transparent marble. It -| 
is supposed that the bodies belonging to the heads will also be brought to light. = 

| oe 7. Many arms, of Greek art. — ee og | CO | 
i 8. The left arm of the Venus of Milo, and the hand, which is, however, cut off. The lat-. 

ter was found first, and the arm next. The arm terminates at the shoulder exactly at 
2 | the spot where the left arm of the Venus of Milo is wanting. .The hand was originally — 

attached to the arm with an iron. The workmanship is exquisite, and I, Basil Nostra- 
|  . kis,am certain that it originally belonged to the Venus of Milo. Thehandholdsamir- 
: ror of marble, and is admirably executed. Thespot where the arm was foundiscalled  — 
: Clima, near the western shore of the island. - 

| - During the researches a spring was discovered, which flows with such vigor as to 
7 : retard the excavations. It seems to have its origin in an ancient aqueduct. Thewater  _ 

- is of the purest and best quality, and so abundant that nine workmen are employed in. 
. draining, and only two in excavating. | ar nes oS a : 

; Fourteen years ago, the uncle of Theodore Nostrakis, John Saramaskos (a man who 
. _ had much practice in antiquarian excavations, because he used to accompany English 

: travelers to Candia and other parts for the sake of antiquarian researches), found in 
i his garden, near the spot where the excavations are now being made, a large slab of | 
i: marble. Having removed this slab, he found beneath it a flight of marble stairs. He _ | 
: did not then enter upon further explorations, but covered the place again, intending | 
i later to proseeute-his inquiries. At the time of his death, ten years ago, he called | 
i # his-nephew, my father, Mr. Theodore Nostrakis, to.him, and told him to excavate at 
i the place where the slab was, near a mulberry tree. My father did not exactly get | 
i : hold of the place where this slab was situated, and excavated below the real place; — | 
4 and, although he spent a great deal of money, he did not succeed in finding anything. 2 
4 But lately, six weeks ago, my father (who had received the. place or garden as a | 
i dowry), while digging for cultivating purpeses, found, by chance, igdications of ancient |
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statues, and discovered the statue of Neptune.. A portion of the head was unfortu — : 
- nately knocked off by the pick-ax2 0 | 

| _-. The directions of the deceased were now recalled, and excavations were begun above 
_ the mulberry tree, and not below it, as before. The slab and the staircase, however, | 

have not yet been found. We are about to transfer to that place the proper instru- = 
. ments for draining, and then shall proceed to excavate upon a larger.scale. a Be 

[It is supposed that the place where these discoveries were made is the spot. whereon 
_ the temple of the Venus of Milo anciently stood, because of the differert pieces of  &§ 

~  golumns found there, and moreover the original statue was found in a place which it . on 
appears was not its proper location. ey a eS Rt UE 

a ee DISCOVERY OF THE VENUS OF MILO. = | ns  &§ 

S Anthony Bottonis owned land about five or ten minutes distant from the place where | 
) the present excavations are carried on. Eustrate Saramaskos, nicknaued Anticoy- © — 

annis, was engaged by him one day to.gather some stones, for some arrangements in 
his field. There, by chance, he found.the statue. Not knowing its value, he sold itto. © 
the French consul, M. Brest, for 200 piastres, about 170: francs. The same Eustrate Soe fl 

' Saramaskos discovered the place where excavations are now being made, and which 
. is supposed to be the sits of the temple.of Venus. | CO re | 

- The statue was found in a kind of a cave or trench, covered with a heap of stones, -' 
| aud that accounts for its being injured in different places, especially the nose. The - | 

cave is to be seen at the present time. .. | . : | | 
My aunt used to say that there were. found at the same time two arms, which had - | 

_ traces of an iron screw in each to attach them to some statue. : Oo | ; 
‘The theater is half-way between the present excavations and the spot where the | 

Venus of Milo was foundin 1820.00 a . : . | 
‘Excavations have not yet been carried out to a sufficient extent to trace the differ- | 

- ent parts of the supposed temple of Venus, and therefore nothing can be said as to OT 
_. the place on which the statue might have stood. BE &§ 

_- In the theater a series of stairs of marble is to be seen, but no seats or statues. 
-. The man still lives, named Anthony Bottonis, who was with the uncle of Mr. Theo- | 

. .doré Nostrakis, who discovered. the statue of the Venus. He was the man who took a i 
gut the statue ; of course he was assisted by others.. Neither of them had any idea of — 
its value. — ee ae eo 8 layies Eh nde, . wo wet . , 
~My father, Mr. Theodore Nostrakis, has made excavations in different parts of the. eee 

island in the vicinity of Clima; but, at the present. time, there are none being prose- oo : 
cuted except those above referred to. | . : ae Pe - . &§ 

- Some nine months ago, the French school sent to Melos some of its scholars to exca- . 
| vate; but they did not find an¥thing. They excavated at Tripete, a quarter of an 

hour’s distance from the place where the statue was found. They also excavated in 7. 
.- some other places, at two, three, and four hours’ distance. They only excavated fora __ : 

month, and without any success. | | eo ne | } 

| en , -.- [Enelosure 2 in No. 302—Translation.] 

Remarks of Mr. Ravaisson, made before the Academy of Inscriptions and Belles Lettres on 
Friday, June. 8, 1877. Extracted from the Journal Officiel of the Republique Frangaise.. OE 

pe, Ce rer ~. WEDNESDAY, June 13, 1877. | | 
Mr. Ravatsson. Several newspapers have recently announced that the members of. oe , 

_ .. the school at Athens have just discovered in the island of Milo a marble arm holding — | 
_ @ looking-glass, and that this fragment belongs to the celebrated statue preserved at | 

- the Louvre. This assertion, which up to this time has: not been justified, seems to |  &§ 
| have its origin in an “imaginary narrative” recently published. According to this = > : 
| narrative the Venus of Milo, after its discovery, was mutilated in acombat which took = 

place between. the French seamen and the inhabitants, and there was a probability of © 
_ finding its arms in the vicinity of the struggle. ee ee eee _ 

- It appeared from the authentic discourses of Dumont d’Urville, of Marcellus, from ee 
~ letters exchanged between our agents in the east, which were communicated to the ~ 

_ Academy by M. de Vogtie, that the combat was only a fable, and that the Venus | &| 
_ of Milo when excavated was in the same state as it arrived at the Louvre. Igivea . 
new proof to-day. Here is a photograph of the drawings made from the statue at | | 
Milo, at the moment of its discovery by Mr. Voutier, then an efficer on board.of the  &£§ 
Estafette. These sketches, which were transmitted to me by their author, represent ae | 
the statue separated into two. portions, withoutarms, as it nowis. Thisisundeniable  —*& 

- evidence of this fact, already so well established and vainly contested, that the Venus &— 
of Milo no longer had its arms when it was deposited in the vault, undoubtedly more. oy _&- 
‘than twelve centuries ago, and whence it was not to be taken out until 1820. Not only ve : 

_ has one of the two arms of the Venus of Milo not been recovered, but it is not prob- | |
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7. able that either willever be recovered. The recovered arm is said'to have held alook- = - 
i ing-glass. The researches and arguments which I have submitted to the Academy 
j . .. “have proved, I think, that the statue was grouped with a Mars in such a way that it. 
: could not have held in its hand either a looking-glass: or any other object. There are | 
i some objections raised against this demonstration, viz, that the Greeks did not group. 
i Mars with Venus, as. the Romans did. But, not to speak of various monuments, unde- . 
, niably of Greek origin, where Mars and Venus form a group, among others:‘the great 
i . archaic base of the candelabrum preserved at the Louvre, these two deities are united, 
- and also Eros, upon a painted vase at the Louvre, in ascene representing an episode 
: of a combat between the Olympus and the Titans. This vase, which has been recently — ) 
i; added to our collections, is from the island of. Milo. OS : | 

| | re ae 7 _ No. 163. : mite ae | 

4 ae Mr. Readto Mr. Evarts = | 

| — No. 807] 00 ss UTALIAN STEAMER CARIDDI, | 
ts OF Corfu, Greece, July 24, 1877. (Received August 13.) 

; _ ‘Sree: I have had the good fortuhe to find upon this steamer my friend : 
M. Dumont, the distinguished director of the French Archeological | 

i Institute at Athens, who has brought to my notice a most important | 
i discovery which was made only last week at Sparta, a small village on 
: the southern side of Mount Hymettus, at the distance of two. hours’ | 

oo drive from Athens. Some time ago the attention of M. Dumont and 7 
i | of M. Ernest Curtius, the learned German archeologist, was directed | 
i - to several ancient tombs lying upon the side of a small hillin the midst 
7 _ of a great plain near Sparta. An investigation showed that there were | 
\ threé chambers in the tomb, which these gentlemen especially examined. —s | 
co These chambers were hollowed~out of the friable stone of the hill, | 
po which may be cut with a knife when it is fresh, but hardens upon ex- | 
i. posure to the air. The top of the principal chamber had fallen inward, © | 
i and M. Dumont and M. Curtius descended by meansof ladders. They | 
V found that the principal chamber communicates. by corridors with two ! 
| oo _ other chambers, the one smaller than the other. The largest chamber | 
i - was perhaps 12 by 15 feet. The arrangement was entirely that of the 
i ~ Etruscan tombs whose remains exist to-day in ancient Etruria. Itisthe | 

fs belief of M. Dumont that, in accordance with the general plan of such 
{ tombs, there must be other tombs-on other sides of this hill. <A detailed — 
i  —. . aecount of these valuable preliminary researches was published in the — 
i - Journal of the German Archeological Institute at Athens, andin the 
i. Bulletin de Correspondance de Ecole Francaise, at Athens, page 261. 
i... -.° These important indications led the Archeological Society at Athens — . 
L -.also to turn its attention in this direction, and it dispatched M. Stama-. ! 
i | takis, the exact and conscientious. assistant-keeper of antiquities in — 

| _. Greece, to make excavations on the spot. This wise movement has re- — | 
i. ‘sulted within the last week in a most.important and precious discovery, — | 
i... which confirms in the most conclusive manner the antiquity of the ob- | 
: jects discovered by Dr. Schliemann, at Mycene, for M. Stamatakis has | 
i - found upward of two thousand objects whose. appearance and decora- — 
, - tions resemble exactly the relics of Mycenz. By the side of these were 
| found other objeets, which M. Dumont states are unquestionably of | 
i Assyrian origin, 0 gee a 
i : _ There are ten ivory ornaments, of perhaps an inch andahalfby an | 
i Inch and a quarter .in size, upon which there are various designs in relief. | 

, - Four represent the Sphyux, two depict a fight between a lion and a bull, _. | 
| and one contains the ‘figure ‘of an Assyrian king. There are about one |
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thousand glass or pate de verre ornaments, and fifty different subjects | 
, in relief are found upon them: Nearly all.of these resemble the types =. ‘~§ 

at Mycene, 0 ne Be | 
-- _ The glass ornaments are smaller than the ivory, and they were all orig- | | 

| inally covered with a thin sheet of gold, which rendered distinctly the: | | 
~ figures beneath them. These resemble similar forms at Cyprus, butin | 

the latter locality the objects were of solid gold... Some of the thin gold- © sf 

leaf coverings of these glass ornaments have also been foundinthetomb =f 
at Sparta. Ihavesaid there were threechambersinthistomb, * * * | 

The smaller chambers had evidently been previously entered, and itis | oe 

-_- gupposed that thé solid golden objects which they must have contained - | 

-_-were taken by the peasants in the vicinity. The glassornaments probe 
ably possessed no value in. their eyes, which accounts for their remain- 4 
ing. Noinseriptions werefounds 2 | 
The importance of the discoveries at Sparta cannot be overestimated, — | 

. when taken in connection with those at Mycene. 
—  Thave, &, 5 

| SOHN MEREDITH READ. | , 

— HAWATIAN ISLANDS. = sO 

| ee Mr. Peirce to Mr. Fishh (. ON | 

No, 372.] — UGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, — J 
+ -Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, October 11,1876. (Received Oct. 26.) ot 

Sir: The proclamation of the President of the United States, giving 
effect, on the 9th ultimo, to the reciprocity convention between the United — - f 

- States and Hawaii, was received here on the 21st September. Talso 
| received by the same mail a letter from Collector Shannon, San Fran-. | 

cisco, giving a copy of a telegram addressed to him by the Hon. William ~ | ) 
| Hunter, dated Washington, September 11, 1876, requesting him toinform = =: 

me of the following message: “Treaty proclaimed; advise consul. In- | 
voices in future will require certificate that goods are production of = — J 

_ -Hawaiian Islands.” In compliance therewith the United States-consul = — ff 
was immediately notified, and will govern himself accordingly. | 

- -Inclosed herewith is the published proclamation of King Kalakaua, | 
dated the 26th September, extracted from the Hawaiian Gazette of the | | 
27th, declaring the said reciprocity convention to have taken effectinthis — 

_ kingdom on the 9th September, 1876, corresponding, to the time fixed = , 
by the President’s proclamation for its going into operation in the ports | 

| os Tam, &@, 0 7 HENRY A. PEIRCE, a 

i Epelosure.} Se ae. | «| 

OC - [From the Hawatian Gazette, September 27,1876] See oa 

The proclamation of King Kalakaua, corresponding in its tenor tothatof President .  — & 
Grant, announcing the ratification of the treaty of commercial reciprocity, and fixing Sc 

| the date when it became operative here, September 9, 1876, will be found in its ap- | | 
“propriate column. | - es : cae , 

-.- Under this proclamation the cargo of the bark Cyane, which arrived.on the 18th in- & 
. ° stant from San Francisco, was the first to obtain free entry, and that of the mail-steamer
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' City of New York was the second. At.the above-named port the bark Lunalilo, which. - - 
- arrived on the 11th, was the first free entry, followed soon after by the D.C. Murray 

7 and Mary Belle Roberts. | a | - ETRE 
7 , ce = By authority. | 7 SE Ae oS | 

en | (Coat of arms of Hawaii.]_. . as fee 

; : . . | PROCLAMATION. .- cre ay | 

' : Whereas, by our proclamation dated the 17th day of June last, the convention with | 
| -—s- the United States of America, ratified’ by ourselves on the 17th day of April, 1875, and . | 

: by His Excellency the President of the United States of America on the 31st day of May, 4 
, (1875, was made public by us, to the end that it and every clause and article thereof | 

: _ may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by every person within our kingdom; and — 
_. Whereas we did therein proclaim that the “said convention shall-go into effect as 7 

soon as intelligence is received that the Government of the United States has made the os | 
: necessary provisions for carrying it into operation”; and © —_ 
| _ Whereas, by a proclamation of His. Excellency the President of the United States of | 

: America, dated the 9th day of September, in the year of. our Lord 1876, it appears that 
1 | _. the Government of the United States has made the necessary provisions for carrying | 
: the said convention into operation, and that the Acting Secretary of State of the United 
: - States and His Majesty’s envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary at Wash-. 
: ington have recorded a protocol in a conference had by them at: Washington on the 
| 9th day of September, 1876, in the following language: : 
: , “Whereas it is provided in article V of the convention between the United States of 
' America and His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, concerning commercial | : 
| reciprocity, signed at Washington on the 30th day of January, 1875, as follows: . 
| | “ARTICLE V. The present convention shall take effect as soon as it shall have been 
4 approved and proclaimed by His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, and shall : 
Z have been ratified and duly proclaimed on the part of the Government of the United 
i States, but not until.a law to carry it into operation shall have been passed by. the | 
i. _ Congress of the United States of America. Such assent having been given, and the | 
: . ratifications of the convention having been exchanged, as provided in article six, the | 
| | convention shall remain in force for seven years from the date at which it may come | 
i. into operation; and, further, until the expiration of twelve months after either of the | | 
i. high contracting parties sball give notice to the other of its wishes to terminate the 

same, each of the high contracting parties being at liberty to give such notice to the | 
| other at the end of said term of seven years, or at any time thereafter ;” and a 1 
i: _Whereas the said convention having been approved and proclaimed by His Majesty | 
a: the King of the Hawaiian Islands, and having been ratified and duly proclaimed on , 

the part of the Government of the United States; and ose | Sw ge 
: _. Whereas an act was passed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the | 7 

| United States of America in Congress assémbled, entitled “An act to carry. into effect. . | 
i a convention between the United States of America and His Majesty the King of the - | 
| _ Hawaiian Islands,” signed on the 30th day of January, 1875, which was approved on 

he-15th day-of August in the year 1876; and UE Se | 
| J Whereas an act was passed by the legislative assembly of the Hawaiian Islands, en- — | 
: titled ‘“‘An act to carry into effect a convention by His Majesty the King of the Ha- 
{ - waiian Islands and the United States of America,” signed at Washington on the 30th. 
| day of January, 1475, which was duly approved on the 18th day of July, in the year 
: 1876; and So oo rn 
| ee Whereas ratifications of the convention having been exchanged, as provided in arti- 

: - = le VI, the undersigned, William Hunter, Acting Secretary of State of the United _ 
| States of America, and the Hon. Elisha H. Allen, chief justice of the supreme court, _ 
: and the chancellor of the kingdom, and member of the privy council of Hawaii, and — 
| ' His Majesty’s envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the United States | 
| _ of America, duly authorized for this purpose by their respective governments, have | 

_ . - Inet together at Washington, and having found that the said convention has been ap- - | 
: . proved and proclaimed by His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, and has been 

ratified and duly. proclaimed on the part of the Government of the United States, and | 
i - that the laws to carry the said treaty into operation have been passed by said Con- || 
i gress of the United States of America on the one part, and by the legislative assembly / 
| of the Hawaiian Islands on the other, hereby declare that the convention aforesaid, | 
i: concluded between the United States of America and His Majesty the King of the Ha- | 

waiian Islands on the 30th day of January, 1875, will take effect on the day aforesaid: = 
i - Therefore, in pursuance of the premises, we do hereby declare the said convention 
i | te have taken effect from the 9th day of the present-month:of September. : os 
i In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and caused the seal of our king- | 
i | dom to be affixed this 26th day of September, A. D. 1876. | : | 
i : [SBFaL.] © 2. , / | ae  KALAKADA, R. - | 
i | By the King: . Bo Bo oo Os | 
i; W. L. GREEN, a oe | — | 

| Minister of Foreign Affairs. | . mo | 
3 . 

, 1
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. Mr. Pierce to Mr. Hvarts. . a | 

No. 389.] —.  LDEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, _ i 
_ Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, April 13, 1877. (Received May 15.) | t 

«Str: His Royal Highness Prince William Pitt Leleiohoku, brother of  &- 
| ‘King Kalakaua, and heir-apparent to the throne of Hawaii, died in «| 

this city on the 10th instant, at the age of twenty-two years and three = f[ 

‘months. An obituary notice and a photograph likeness of the deceased  —_ ff 
prince is herewith inclosed, marked No.1. The Hawaiian people mourn” | 

over the event with the most profound sorrow. Of correct morals, well «| 

educated and accomplished, the late prince promised to become, had oe 

he lived to ascend the throne, a wise and popular sovereign. ==. 
| -Inclosed herewith, marked No. 2,is a copy of a circular note dated — 

- April 12, received from the minister of foreign affairs, informing the = — § 

‘Jegation that-His Majesty the King had appointed his sister, Princess a 

Lydia Kamakaeha Liliaokalaui, successor to the throne upon His Maj- eo 

esty’s decease without issue, = CO ae an : | 

: Princess Lydia is the wife of John O. Dominis, governor of (this) is- OE 

land of Oahu, and a native of Oswego, State of New York, and who ac. ) | 

7 companied the King on his late tour to the United States. ° | 
 * oe a eo we * Hm : | 

| With great respect, &2., &c., MOSES) salle as ets | 

Se ces geoes : we HENRY A. PEIRCE. E 

| a | [Inclosure No. 2ir No. 389.) | a | : 

" a | Mr. Carter to Mr. Fe‘rce. 2 / MN : 

| - | . _ DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, __ - 7 
| ae _.. Honolulu, April 12,1877, Mo 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that it has pleased His Majesty the King to — > I 
appoint, with consent of the nobles, agreeably with article 22 of the constitutioa of coe an 
the kingdom, his sister, Her Royal Highness Princess Lydia Kamakaeha Liliaokalaui, ne 
to be his successor on the throne upon His Majesty’s decease without issue, and to order ~ = 
that Her Royal Highness shall be publicly proclaimed this day. | re | 

/ . _ With the highest respect and consideration, &c., I have, &c., a a 
Poe ee ee oe ee | an , HENRY A. P. CARTER. ——- 
- His Excellency H. A. PeIRCE, | : ps 7 

. United States Minister Resident. , a | | | 

a Mr. Peirce to Mr. Evarts = | , 

: No.392.| = =~=~=~—”—(<OC:sSLEG ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = = = | 
- Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, May 29, 1877. (Received July 6.) — ee 
Sir: Inclosed herewith is copy of a note from Mr. Carter, the Ha- 

_ waiian minister of foreign affairs, dated May 24, instant, informing the — a 
legation that His Majesty’s chargé d’affaires in London had been in- = 
structed to give notice to the British Government of the desire of this _ | 

-- government to terminate the fourth, fifth, and sixth articles of the treaty — | 
of 1852 between the two countries, and that said notice is now given, | 
for the purposes set forth in the seventeenth article of said treaty. | 

. Mr. Carter verbally informs me that this government is quite willing = = —— ff
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1 to consent that the treaty teferred to shall remain intact, provided the 
1 | British Government withdraws its demand for. the enjoyment of the 
i —:—s«éSamee rights and privileges as those granted under the reciprocity treaty _ 
i; —_..__ between the United States and Hawaii. It will be observed that the 
i: British commissioner, in making the demand in question, did not propose — 
i to give any equivalent or compensation for the enjoyment of the rights - 
; demanded. a - | ae 7 

i .  Veryrespectfully, = = eee 
po ERY AL PEIRCE, 
j : ae _ . - oe _ [Inclosure.] a / | ae oo . ia : 

i OF a oe Mr. Carter to Mr. Peirce. oe oo | 2 

3 . ae a Oo | DEPARTMENT oF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, | L3 | 
ij; rc a a Honolulu, May 24, 1877. 7 

fs Sir: T have the honor of informing you that, by the outward mail of the 23d instant. | 
3 “-. instructions were sent to His Majesty’s chargé d’affaires at London to give notice to the 
; _ Government of Her Britannic Majesty of. the desire of this government to terminate the | 

° fourth, fifth, and sixth articles of the treaty between Great Britain‘and the Hawaiian | 
SO Islands of 1852, in accordance with the provisions of the seventeenth article of that’ 1 

7 treaty. His Majesty’s chargé d’affaires was instructed to inform Her Britannic Ma- } 
; jesty’s government that such notice is given without prejudice to any effect which | 
' former notices given the British Government may have on those articles, or any rights 
i _ which this government may have acquired thereby, and this government does not in- —_| 
i | _ tend by such notice to imply that the termination of such articles is necessary tothe «| 
g _ exercise of its full right to make treaties of reciprocity, or to make exemptions under 
i such treaties for satisfactory compensation, without thereby rendering itself liable | ; 
: under such articles to make the same exemptions to other nations without compensa- I 
: tion; and, further, that as such notice is now given for the purposes set forth in the | 
i . seventeenth article of that treaty, it is the hope of His Majesty’s Government that _ } 
: the opportunity now offered of treating and agreeing upon such other arrangements as__ | 
i ; may tend still further to the improvement of their mutual intercourse may be so 

a fortunately employed that this notice may be withdrawn or that the articles may be © | 
fo replaced by others, under which the relations of the two nations may be placed upon a - | 

— still better footing. = es Se - Joe: | 
{ 7 T regret that circumstances prevented my giving you this information. before the | 
i. _ mailleft. Please accept the renewed assurances of high respect and. consideration, = =»-_— 
i with which I have the honor to be, &@.,0 | 
i . Your excellency’s, &¢,, 0 cp ae» | 

| - . His Excellency Henry A. PEIRCE, = = ©... - Oe | 
‘ . a United States Minister Resident. a - So . 

i . Oo : No. 167. | OO oo 

i ee | Mr. Peirce to Mr. Evarts. _ | co 

| No. 393.] _ » LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, a 
; | Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, May 31,1877. (Received July 6.) Oo 
| _.  §$rr: I have the honor to inclose herewith two official printed copies 
i of a proclamation of neutrality on the part of this kingdom in regard to — 
' | the war existing or impending in Europe. It was published in the | 

ee Hawaiian. Gazette of yesterday, May 30. A copy in manuscript was — 
i | _ forwarded to me by the minister of foreign affairs on the 26th instant, 
’ with a request for my opinion on the proclamation. = sss 
; | In my reply, under date of the 28th instant, I said to Minister Carter. 
j _ that the measure proposed seemed to me legal, wise, and judicious, and _ 
i |. I suggested that, in view of the fact of the large number of vessels sail- _ 
L. ing under. the Hawaiian flag and register, this government should _ 
i / take the present occasion to again proclaim its adhesion tothe hamane



gry 99 
and enlightened principles and rules of war and neutrality agreed toby 
the convention of July 22,1854, between the Unitéd States and Russia;  &§ 

that His late Majesty Kamehameha LV, by advice and consent of his cab- | | 

| inet and council, adopted said rules on the 26th March, 1855, but that co! 

- no action had since been taken by this government to make those prin- ~ a 

ciples and rules permanent and immutable by aconventionn 
The publication of the King’s proclamation was no doubt hastened by a 

| the fact of the arrival here, since the 29th instant, of the Russian admiral | 

- Pouzino, with three ships of war. under his command, and others are sO 

expected to follow. They are from San Francisco, and to sail in a 4 
few days forthe Oceident. 22 

|... Admiral Pouzino called upon me yesterday and I shall return his ——s‘ J 

visit to-morrow. PORES UN Fo 

With great respect, &e, ANY A. PEIRCE. i 

Ue Se a Coat of arns.] a . a SE 

Ce Kanakava, by the grace of God, of the Hawaiian Islands, King: Do a - ft 

- Whereas a state of war unhappily exists or may be pending between certain Euro; 

pean powers; and whereas the kingdom of. the Hawaiian Islands is on terms of friend- a iG 

ship with all nations, and its laws impose upon all persons who may be within its oe t 

| territory and jurisdiction the duty of an impartial neutrality in. time of war: | yp | 

Now, therefore, we, Kalakaua, by the grace of God King of the Hawaiian Islands,do =e 
hereby declare and proclaim the neutrality of this kingdom, its subjects, and of all a | 

persons within its territory and jurisdi: tion, in the war now existing or impending be- - , 

tween the great powers of Europe; that the neutrality is to be respected by all bel- | 

, ligerents to the full: extent of our jurisdiction, including not less than one marine = 

po league from the low-water mark on the respective coasts of the islands composing this - 

_’ kingdom, and also all its ports, harbors, bays, gulfs, estuaries,and armsof theseacut —— , 

_ off by lines drawn from one headland to another; and that all captures and seizures, , 

: enlistments, or other acts, in violation of our neutrality, within our jurisdiction, are | | 

unlawful . oo, _ . ae ne | 
We do hereby further declare and proclaim that our subjects and all persons within . a | 

the territory and jurisdiction of this kingdom, and all vessels registered or sailing un- — | 

_ der the flag thereof, are hereby strictly enjoined to take no part, directly or indirectly, 

in said war, and that whatever privileges shall be accorded to -the vessels of one bel- a ; 

7 ligerent within the ports of this. kingdom shall be in like manner accorded to the ves- ee 

| - gels of the others. eee ee eS ct 
oe Done at our palace of Honolulu this 29th day of May, A. D. 1877. | _ o os 

| By the King: © eee Oe oo , | | 

pe - Henry A.P. CARTER, 22 7 a ee, ; 

— Ministerof Foreign Affairs, Co oe CE 

Mir. Bassett to Mr, Evarts, eT 

—-No. 503] =i (<ss—i‘i«é‘é‘CSWL EG ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, , 

: = Port au Prince, Hayti, May 28, 1877. (Received June 19.) | 
 * $rr: On the 8th instant President Canal submitted to the National ~ | | 

_ Assembly his message, which was only last week printed for distribu- = * 
_ tion. It was read before the Assembly and a crowded audience. by the | - &
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: | ministers of state, each reading that portion of it which related:to his. 
' particular department. The reading of the message occupied about five | 
j consecutive hours, and, printed in small but wretched type, it makes one | | 
1 _  bundred and twenty-three octavo pages. It claims to be a frank, de- | 
; tailed exposé of the situation of the country, and in this sense some por- | 
| | tions of it appear to merit attention. / | Ao 8 eRe” | 
a: The policy of President Canal, who will profit by the experience of his | 
7 predecessors, evidently is to march in harmony with the legislative | 

; body at any cost, and the danger, if any there be, seems for the present. ! 
' : to be that in adhering strictly to this policy he may allow the executive | 
j | to run into an inactivity which in this country may beget a species of | 
i contempt for its authority. This controlling idea in President Canal’s 
i +” policy runs through the message and crops out at'almost every para. = 

' .. Every question and every matter is referred to the legislative body : 
i for its decision, though the executive sparingly promises to availitself — 

Of its constitutional prerogative of taking the initiative in regard to | 
; certain measures of public importance. - we ! 
' 7 The introductory remarks (inclosure A) are the key-note to the mes- ; 
i _ gage. The assurance of the obedience of the executive to the legisla- | 
i tive power; the picturing of the truly deplorable condition of thecountry, 7 
' _, due, it is claimed, to the preceding administration; the announcement ~~ 
: _of a new and more acceptable procedure in regard to political offenses; 2 
! happy suggestions as to internal advancement, especially as to agri- | 

. . culture; the favoring of immigration, of lightening the burdens of tax | 
i ation to the producer, of inculeating a patriotic regard for the public | 
i welfare, are all rapidly, but in an intelligent, liberal spirit, touched upon | 
i in the introduction. And then comes the chapter on foreign. affairs, in | 
i which, of course, centers the chief interest of the message. I send | 
; herewith inelosed (B) a careful translation of that chapter, and I re- | | 
a spectfully commend it to your perusal. 1 
| | The chapter, after referring to “numerous difficulties, the greater | 
' part of which still await a just solution,” in flattering terms to.the con-— 
{ | duct of the foreign representatives aceredited. here, in contradictory =| 
} _ phrase but pleasing spirit to good relations with other powers, favor- . 
| ably to the augmentation of the foreign diplomatic and consular corps, — | 
/ to the exchange of letters with chiefs of states, without, however, mak- _ | 
i ing mention of the letter of his exeellency the President of Liberia, | 
i. ~~ Gomes to an explanation relative to the Freneh debt, and to the so-called | 
‘ law declaring null and void the acts of the Domingue Government. (See 
| my No. 476, of January 28,‘1877.) -A brief defense of. that so-called | 
| - Jaw, and the executive’s proceeding touching it, is advanced, and much to 7 
i; my satisfaction, care is taken to make prominent the leading ideaex- ~—_ 
| _ pressed in Department’s No. 288, of February 21, 1877. CO | 
; Then the important subject of the misunderstanding with France, 
i growing out of the loan contracted by this government at Paris in 1875, | 
| is taken up. The details given under this head are not only interest- - 
i; ing, but they fully confirm the statements of my Nos. 477, 483, and 490 _ 
i to the Department. President Canal, fully recognizing that the difficulty | 
‘ae is a real one, ventures delicately to put the responsibility for it upon 
| the legislative body, and to express the hope that it may be shown that 
' ‘¢ good faith and honesty are not yet banished from Hayti.” Therefer- 
' ences to the greater of two English reclamations (see my No. 469 of Sep- 
i tember 9, 1876): are somewhat spirited, and lead to a proposal for an — | 
to international arbitration in regard to it... a | 
| - IT doubt, however, whether it is a proper case for such an arbitration,
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but the matter has already been referred to Lord Derby by my British 
colleague, Major Stuart. Aninouncemeént is made‘of a purpose to take — | | 
up again negotiations, at Washington, touching the island of Navassa. re 

- The fair promise given me to support the Winchester and the Hen- | | 
- -velman, Haven & Co. claims (see inclosure L to my No. 496) is dis- a 

posed of in the message by simply calling the legislature’s attention to _ - 
- them, though, in the original, the future of that verb is used, as if Presi- |  & 
dent Canal intended toreturn to the subject. a | 

: - Oceasion is taken in speaking of the case of a vice-consul of Denmark , 
and the Netherlands to read a lecture on the rights of consular officers, 

- and the chapter ends with a lengthy statement on the relations between 
_ Hayti and Santo Domingo. The statement is well worthy of perusal, —__ , 

on account of the degree of apparent frankness with which it traces =  ~ f 
Hayti’s policy toward Santo Domingo, : 

_ It is claimed that the idea of Haytian domination over the whole of © Be | 
this island has given way to that of inalienability of territory; that =~ 
Hayti wishes for good relations with the sister republic, to see her _ , 

_. progress in prosperity and civilization, and that she respects the inde- = 
pendence of that republic; but at the same time Hayti, without con-  =———s«é§ 
sulting the wishes of her neighbor, has taken it upon herself in effect | | 
to declare null and void the treaty of November 9, 1874, between the | 

- two republics, on the ground that it was concluded and signed with the | 
- Domingue administration; and now the message proposes to consider _ M 

the revision of the treaty, as if Hayti alone could at her sole will throw~ 
off and take up again with Santo Domingo obligations which as much is sé 
concern the latter as the former. In my opinion Hayti bas never yet 2 
fairly abandoned the idea of being able in some way to influence or | 
control to some extent the politics and destinies of the neighboring re- oe 
public. But notwithstanding the views just expressed, the allusion to ks 

~ ¢knowledge of the men that are in power in the east,” the invocation = = — J 
| to “let our attention constantly bear upon the government. established mone ) 

in Santo Domingo,” the proposal to “ extend to it a fraternal hand if it | 
is desirous as we are to maintain in their fullness these great principles | | 
of territorial inalienability which we proclaim”, and notwithstanding *| 

_ itis written with an air of frankness which, in my opinion, the conduct _ | 
| of this government toward that republic does not justify, there isa | 
--vein of good sense, candor, and friendliness running through this part | 

of the chapter on-foreign affairs which upon its face would commend it ae 
to favorable consideration. foo eS | — E 
. Interest in the message naturally drops as it leaves the chapter on | ; 

|. foreign affairs. But there are some few points worthy of attention in  — § 
- the chapter on finance and commerce which follows. Therein are dis- =~ | 

cussed several propositions for opening institutionsof credit,and notably > 
for the establishment of a national bank, upon which point President. | 

~ Canal wisely remarks that as soon as the true financial obligations of | 
the republic are known, and the method fixed upon for paying such of | 

-- them.as may be recognized to be legitimately due, this unequivocal at- . 
 testation of the national good faith will inspire confidence and sound | | 
the hour for the establishment of a bank. In regard to the French. 7 
debt, it is stated that after the end of the present year there will remain | ee 

| of the debt to be paid $46,863.28 for each quarter during the years 1878, | 
yo (1879, 1880, 1881, and 1882, and $41,823.63 for each of the quartersof = — ff 

_ the year 1883, making together as the sum that will be due to France > ) 
after December 31, 1877, $1,157,899.75. | nee care , 

| Touching the sinking. fund. (caisse: d’amortissement; see inclosure a 
I to No. 496, to.the Department), the statement.is made that the sum —— ff
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i _ encased to that object from December 1, 1876, to April 26, 1877, was | 
s,s: $289,728.86, against which have been drawn— = = = | | 

i To settle arrears of the French debt............-....2.. $146, 772. 67 | 
7 ~~. Yo pay the current French debt ..............-......--- . 80,000 00 

7 Po pay indemnities.... 2.0... . 6.02 cece eee ene cee enee = 9,182 71 : 
| To pay on Salnave debts ...-......0. 00.0 e eee weer eens = 4,691 70 

- oo | SO oo 190, 647 08 | 

- Jeaving at the date last named a balance of $99,081.78. This last sam 
; was to be allowed to augment until June 1, 1877, and then the second =| 
: ' disbursement among the creditors is to be made. . It is proposed to re- : 

_ _. place the 20 per cent. additional duty on exports by an additional 2 
1 | duty on imports, which will produce a corresponding revenue, to cause 
i... all the customs duties hereafter to be paid promptly in cash, and to a 
: _ have the state’s employés punctually paid their salaries. President 
| Canal also promises to make to the legislature at an early day some 
fo special recommendations to improve the financial situation. But,onthe  . | 

' = pacle, the chapter is neither.as explicit as it might be, nor. very satis- —~ | 

, _ The remaining chapters on war and marine, on the interior, on agri- ¢ | 
' culture, on public instruction, on justice, and on worship, possesslessof = 
‘ee interest even than the one on finance and commerce. = i an 
: ~ Bat, under the head of agriculture, mention is approvingly made of — | 
i. contracts entered into for the building of a bridge and.a wharf at Cape | 
; _. _Haitien, and for the construction of a railway:in Port au Prince andits 
, environs (see my No. 419 of January 19,1876), both of which represent —_ 
a American interests. And in the chapter on worship the subject ex- | 

i _. plained in my No. 501, of the 10th instant, is quite frankly spoken of. | 
: _, There are some other points in these chapters which may prove some- — | 

' | what suggestive, and to which I may have occasion to invite your at- | 
- tention in these dispatches, 
i A custom of this country requires that the National Assembly (the 

i _ two houses of the Corps Législatif in joint session), to whom the mes- | 
j --_- gage is addressed, should make-a response thereto. It is expected that | 
i this response will be made during the first week in June proximo. 
i . When it shall have appeared in print, I shall not fail to put you in pos- : 
| session of such portions of it as may seem to be worthy of your notice. __ 

i - | lam, &c., Co Se —_—_ mo 

: | | —  - EBENEZER D. BASSETT. | 

‘ . a - [Inclosure A in No. 503.—Translation.] - . ree - 

Po MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF HAYT. 

i . The President of Hayti to the National Assembly : ne ne | 

i; MESSIEURS LES SENATEURS, MEsSIEURS LES DéipuTis: When a chief, of state, on 
5 a the occasion of his election, has had, as I, the favor of the freest and least-sought vote _ 
; | that comes from a political assembly; when faithful to his origin he continues to draw. 

oo his strength from the enlightened sympathy of the citizens, he sees, without embar- | 
i.  .rassment and without trouble, take place these solemn meetings, when the mandatories 
i of the nation enter into communication with him. - | | 
j | I shall never consider it as a cause of weakness or irksomeness to my government, it — | 
j shall be, contrarily, its title of honor always to be attentive to the authorized word of | 

OO the National Assembly. | oe ae So | 

4 - - .- The circumstances of the moment, in default of a fixed conviction in the efficacy of =| 
a the parliam »ntary system in Haytishould commend this line of conduct, which is alto- 

i gether in conformity with the principles of the constitution of 1867.. ae |
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More than one personal government has already sorrowfully marked its passage in 

_ affairs, but the’ last one—a self-styled :instituter. of. progress—which has just fallen. 
under the weight of phe contempt of the nation, seems tu have lost the spirit of gov- _ § 
ernment, in that it was without counterbalances and without control. To repair the . 
evils which it caused to the country public opinion rightly demands the loyal essay of _ : 

. ' agovernment of legality and of free discussion. .— Je | - oe 

; The wisdom of the National Assembly, as well as my respect for its constitutional _ on 

_ prerogatives, will contribute to the realization of this national wish, es a 
| - The-question is to find solutions, which may not. be expedients, to the painful prob- — ft 

-. Jems placed before the nation by a political and financial disorder of twenty months; | &§ 
new charges figuring by the millions; nearly all the social existences overthrown,. : a 
and this overthrow creating a misery of which it would be wise to anticipate the en- ae : 
ervations or the despondencies ; the victims of despotism asking for help; particular — , 

interests injured, formulating demands of indemnities amounting to hundreds of thou- | | 
- gands of dollars; a mass of litigious questions to be examined; frauds and extortions| = 

* ... to be unmasked ; processes to be commenced or shunned; all the public services dis-, ; | 
| erganized; a considerable deficit in prospect, caused by the decrease of production | : 

and eonsumption; the public treasury involved; the state more miserable and more _ 
_-gued than ever; such is our situation! wi Edie A Se ae GE 

| It redounds only to the shame of those who are the authors of.it.. It has ruined our oo &E 
public credit. It has inflicted upon us the regret of a diplomatic difficulty with the = ~— § 
government of the French republic... CO |G 
~The National Assembly, soon enlightened on the question of the loan, will takea , 

- decision based. upon respect for international law, and by the aid of which my govern= 
ment may renew relations with the government of a great nation whose friendship — 7 
and kindness toward the Haytian people have never failed. st 7 ne | ft 

_.... In such a moment of trials for the nation, partisans of’ the fallen government who _ - , 
remained in Hayti on the faith of the clemency of the revolution have not hesitated. . | 

_ to concoct plots against the republic. It is to their perfidious propaganda and to their | 
-instigations that must be attributed the first attempt by main force, which tuok place - 
_ December 25, 1876, at Cape Haitien. It completely failed before the attitude of the &-§ 
Anilitary authorities and the population. — PO ge re | | 

At the capital the conspirators were a long while prepared, and, always on the look- | | | 
out: for a favorable occasion, they thought to have found it in the evening of February , 

' Q3, The military authorities, although without uneasiness as to the results of a con- oo 
-_ fliet, could not.give up the capital to the painful. emotions of a conflict in the streets. 

They preferred to notify the conspirators-in arresting them. .--—s e e | 
a At Cape Haitien, as well as at Port au Prince, all the legal forms were observed, and _ : 

‘the accused were delivered to their proper judges. Do eS , 
In the portion of the message relative to the department of justice, other explana- © : ) 

tions will be made on these arrests and on the procedure of which they were-the ob- | 

| ; I will observe that my government, less as an act of generosity than asaconsequence _ co 
of the liberal principle to which it obeys, to-day gives the guarantees of that which in 4 
other times, and yesterday also, was denied to the accused, an arrestation without vio- | . | 

|. Jenee, a preventive detention without torture, the liberty of the defense, the impar-. . | 
_ tiality of the judgment, the independence of the verdict. =  &§ 

a It-is not to be -dissimulated that the scrupulous observance of legality leaves pro- | 
- fessional conspirators sometimes unpunished, trained as they are in the tactics of legal = > 

interrogations; but what is such an ‘inconvenience in comparison with the necessity oe 
of forming the political education of the people, by accustoming them to see sound | oo | 

co principle respected even by those who have always heretofore crushed principle under | 

_. My government, notwithstanding that it has been preoccupied with the careof main-. - , 
taining order and of facing the financial embarrassments, has not the less given its == | 

| attention.to the grand question of organization. = 9 a BE ea 
oo. Nearly all the administrative services need reforms. Celerity and the spirit of in- a 

 telligent labor must be introduced where routine has developed a force of inertness => | 
and a bureaucratic indifference which are the stumbling-blocks of good purposes. 

‘The army--wiil be reorganized on a plan which realizes two good things,an economy | 
in expense and a solid military instruction. a eS a 

‘+ Itis proper from the present to think of ameliorating and augmenting our production. : | 
Let us occupy ourselves, then, with the productor himself. re oo E 

.. The reform of our system of taxaiion would render his position better; but while. - | 
- entering resolutely on this path, we must abstain from diminishing the receipts, which — 
hardly suffice for the expenses already obligated. © = | : eh | | 

; Why should we not endeavor to render the national labor more intelligent, and, in | 
7 cOusequence, more powerful and productive ? . oe ae eer | 
| Let us assure the future of childhood and of youth by good schools, among which : |
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i can be counted practical schools of agriculture in the country, and of arts and of trades i 
F inthe cities. = 7 a oS SR a 2 
i | _ As for the laborer of mature age, as for the grown-up man, who can no longer sit on | 

school-benches, a practical institution can be found in model farms, where, under his | 
: eyes, can be put in operation the best agricultural processes. oe POSS gs | 
4 _ Let us favor among us the introduction not only of agricultural immigrants, but of | 
; _ .eapitalists disposed to establish vast rural cultivation. This would be an increase of . | 
: | material and of intellectual capital. os : ERS 

The view of the happy effects of an improved agriculture and contact with men of 
i | amore advanced civilization would open to the circulation of new ideas the intelligence | | 

: of the working classes, while good roads would facilitate the circulation of their prod- | 
i ucts. an : | ee eg 

4 I.would secure to the people the benefit of some handsome and powerful creations . 
‘ = favorable to their advancement. I invite to such a work all citizens who havea good 

3 idea to express. It seems to me that in this, and in many other. things, the initiative 
- : of the state should be exerted to excite to action the intellectual and moral energies 2 
i oe of society and not to divert citizens from all effort and from all foresight. Such are 
| the true conditions of modern liberty. , — oe 4 
| _ Also, my government is far from being contrary to the institutions which assure and | 
‘ ~ protect local liberties. It will give its help to the municipal councils and to those of | 
7 ' arrondissements. And if it succeeds in making the public good the grand affair of 
i everybody, it will have found the true foundations of order, and have shut up the era = __ | 
i . of sterile revolutions. ee TUR A pens oo 
i | The message, by the ministerial departments, will put the National Assembly in the : 
3 - possession of other important facts, as well as of the details of different branches of 
i the public service, © 0 | | 

i ve [Inclosure B in No. 503.—Translation.] = | - | 

i CHAPTER ON FOREIGN AFPAIRS OF THE MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. : 

; An illegal and arbitrary government does not impose itself on a country without : 
leaving grievous marks of its passage in affairs, or without contributing to create for - | 

: the future litigious questions whose solution has a considerable influence on its rela- 
: tions of peace and of good friendship. ©. ag | 
: The department of foreign affairs has cruelly felt the effects of this truth. My gov- 
i ernment, at atime when its solicitude ought to be applied to the relief of our miseries, : 

__- has often been obliged to suspend the study of its interior situation in order to study 
i that of numerous difficulties, the greater part of which still await a just solution. — 2 

| | | CONDUCT OF FOREIGN. REPRESENTATIVES, Cage segs | 

| ~. It must, however, be recognized and acknowledged that the spirit of reconciliation | 
! and moderation which animates the agents of foreign powers accredited among us, in | 
| the discussion of the interests which they are charged to defend, manifests itself highly, | 

; . . : . } oy +4: . j 
i . : and all like their governments recognizing upou whom must rest the responsibility for | 
i the difficult situation created to the country, have declared that they were ready to | 
i examine with justice and impartiality the reclamati:ns of their countrymeny while — | 

. _showing great consideration for the embarrassments of the new administration. | 
| From this point of view it may be permitted to say that good harmony has not been | 
7 altered between us and our powerful friends beyond the sea. Their kindness and sym- | 
i . pathy being always assured to us, there will necessarily follow in the near future a 

| resuming of those good relations of peace and of friendship so necessary to a young 
_ people who ask to be sustained in the efforts which it makes as well for the consol- | 

| _ ijdation of its credit as for its march upward in the way of progress and civilization. | 
a . . - . oe oO 

_ AUGMENTATION OF THE FOREIGN DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR CORPS. — | 

: Since the triumph of the revolution the diplomatic corps has been augmented by a | 
i new member in the person of-the honorable Dr. B. Graser, accredited near our republic | 
i _ by the empire of Germany. The kingdom of the Netherlands. has appointed Mr. H. | 
i Peters to be its consul-general, and one of those states of Central America of our great | 
i , family of republics, Salvador, has accredited near my government Dr. Martin de Cas- 
- tra, in the quality of consul at the residence of Port au Prince. | . | 

Eleven new consular agents have be-n appointed in different cities of the republic. | | 
3 It must be expected that the exteusion of these relations will be profitable to us in | 
i. _ more than one sense. ; ne . | 
i a, | Se . LETTERS TO CHIEFS OF STATE. ~ | | 

i I notified my elevation to the Presidency. to the powers who have agents accredited | 

. a - “ ° |
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| among us. Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britainand Ire- si 
_ Jand and Empress of India, His Majesty the King of Italy,the President of the Repub- a 

lic of the United States, and the President of Santo Domingo have responded to my let- | &§ 
ters of notification, =. fee | . oe ' |  &§ 

| The pomp with which I surrounded the recital of their dispatches proves theim- = 
- portance that I attach to our good relations and my desire to maintain them on an | oe gE 

honorable and satisfactory footing... | De es | og 

_. The Holy Father was pleased also, in responding to my letter of notification, to send | | : 
— me his apostolic benediction... _~ ne os = Dg re gee! oe 

ee ee THE FRENCH DEBT. «=. ee | 

_ . On the 19th of July last, I took before you the oath prescribed by article 110 of our oe a 
-- constitution, and immediately after, my government preoccupied itself, as it ought to | , 

_ do, with the situation of our exterior double debt toward France, “indemnity and loan.” dE 
- ' . I knew that the fallen administration left for us, up to March 31, 1876, the arrear of of 
. 2,051,096.97 franes to be paid, and that the provisional government had at its charge | 

_ the sum due for the quarter ending the 30th of June, amounting to 643,950.40 francs, OE 
| which carried the figure due on the debt to 2,695,047.37 franes. : Fe 
a Negotiations undertaken in the view of obtaining from our interior commerce values si sr 

_ . with which to face a part of these engagements did not end satisfactorily, and the: — . 
_'- department of foreign affairs was obliged to place itself in communication with the | 
_. minister plenipotentiary of France, so as to make known to him the situation and to 

— . consult as to the means of egress therefrom. ce oe oe 
_ The installments to be paid at the end of the fiscal year of 1875~76 and during that of | 7 ft 

-1876~'77 amount to the sum of 1,776,118.01 francs, which brings the total amount of: . | 
the debt to be paid up to September 30, 1877, to 4,461, 165.38 francs. - iE 

a On the 28th of July the French minister plenipotentiary announced to the secretary | 
| of foreign affairs that he gave his adhesion to the propositions made by my government . ' 

for the payment of the double debt. These propositions consisted principally as fol- — ee 
. lows: poe | oo - te a | 

The government of the republic engages to remit at the end of each month to the . —=—™ | 
. French minister at. Port au Prince 40 per cent. of the fixed export duties collected by — LE 

_ the different custom-houses of the republic and received at the general treasury, in: oe AG 
- drafts at 90 days’ sight on Europe. me ee : 

. These sums thus paid should be reckoned as a deduction from the amount of the &§ 
- double debt, comprising therewith the interests due at 5 per cent. for the time that = = 

there may have been an arrear and according to the amount of the arrear. ee es 
- The first payment should be made from August 28, and so on from month to month, ee 

_. until the account of the debt is brought up to date, which would parmit the payment | 
of the future installments to be resumed, conformably to the convention of 1870. ne 

__ There was not in this a new convention concluded with France; there were simply — , 
__ facilities and longer terms which she accorded to us to cancel obligations alread y due, . oe 

_° and the immediate payment of which she could exact from us. ST : 
‘The arrangement niade between the French minister and the department of foreign — ie 

affairs was not long in receiving the assent of the government of the French Republic, . | 
_ and Mr. De Vorges informed my secretary of state of the same by his dispatch of the o£ 

.~ 29th of September. =... wr pe ae | Be pe 
_. This combination, which keeps us henceforth free from all inquietude in regard to. oe | 

_. the arrear due to France, has permitted us to pay to her— | 7 ee oo E 
fe 7 co . . — Franes. — 

| August 26, 1876... 222.2. 22. ee eee cote cece cee nee beeen cen eeeeeennee 99, 587. 18 oe 
a September 27 2.2.0. 1 - ne ewe eee eee cece cece cece cee eeeeencee 136,872.81 °° : 

 Oetober 27... 1. ee renee cee cee nee cee cee e cee e ee ceceweceeceeees 105,701.05 - ot 
November 27... 00. 2222. eee eee cee Cae nee cen cee eee nenes cececeane) 204,078.84 = =  § 

- - DeCember 27 2 ee ese ek cee cee cee wee ceed cece cee wee ceccuececceue 284, 727, 85. . : 
January 26, 1877 2.1. eee eee cee ce cee cece ee cena cence teense saccce 447, 182, 64 | 2 3 

© February 26 22-20 e222. ee ee pee ee ace teen ee ete ete cecmes caceecee 376,933.02 0 a 
March 26 ...22- 25 6p ee eee cee cee ee ce cee nee tec ens teneeennccecee B44, 924,63 | - a 

_ By anticipation the same day..--.. 02.22. 0.2222 cece cece ee ceeeeceeees 320,101. 9 
| By anticipation April 26.2.2... 202. eee cece eens wenn ce ecweccwe cece 176,211.08 = 

Ui Albee reece cece cee ceed cece cen enw cee caceue con ceececece 2, 496, 319.79 & 
_». The arrear of the fallen government is then more than covered, that of the pro- . oe 
| visional government is partly paid, and before long, it must be hoped, we can resume __ . | 

the service of the double debt according to the terms of the convention of 1870. . OO a 

os PROTEST AGAINST THE LAW. ANNULLING DOMINGUE’S ACTS. LE 
a Last year, messieurs, there was communicated to you in secret session the collective - re 

_ note 030 French and British ministers, of the Dominican chargé d’affaires, and of the oe E
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; _ Spanish and German consuls, protesting principally against the law of September 19, | 
ae 1876, which establishes a central commission of inquiry for the verification of thedebts =; 
7 . of the fallen government. You know in what a spirit of conciliation that note was 4 
7. ' written, notwithstanding the reserves formally. expressed in it against the measures 
: | which in their application concern foreign interests. You know how my government es 
a , has been obliged to defend the law in question, and to set forth the imperious neces- | 
7. sity in-which the nation found itself in acknowledging and appreciating the sum of | 
i its engagements, so as to acquit them according to the measure of its resources. "With- 
: “out a decree of suspension of payment of the debts of the, fallen government, it hassaid, | 
3 - and without a tho) ough examination which is the necessary corollary thereof, we set at 
i | defiance all the principles of morality and justice, for we confound in the same cate-_ 
3 >. gory, without any previous. examination, all the titles of an administration whose —— | 

_ immorality and bad faith are doubted by no one; we establish no line of demarkation 
j . between obscure and vicious credits and those showing a certain character of integrity. | : 
3 . To these principles which we have tried to make known to the signers of the protest, 
i - there have been opposed considerations of another order, springing from international _ . | 
' ' jurisprudence. It is only in considering de facto governments, whose bases appear to | 

: be solid and durable, and which are recognized by the great powers of the globe, that 
‘ . cne has disputed our arguments, in favor of exceptional medsures which the imperious . 
: law of our political and social existence commands us to take. en 
7 - In mingling its voice with those of the other powers, the American Union expresses | 
; the desire that a sister republic will not insist any longer on the application of prin- _ | 
i ciples which are in contradiction to. international law, and of a nature to injure 

: the credit and the elevated sentiment of a government for which it wishes the happiest — : 
a future. o . re 7 : | 

| - IfI am permitted here to translate to you the thought of a great statesman who | 
: has recently ceased to be in affairs, it is that I desire to show you under what re- | : 
: serves and in what spirit of moderation the protests against us are conceived, and by 
2 . how many high sympathies Hayti is surrounded. On-my part I am proud of if. . | 

I shall have occasion to return to the response made by the department of foreign | 
j 3 affairs to the collective note of the diplomatic corps, which was, as you know, soon 
i followed by that of the French minister alone, concerning the loan contracted in | 

France by the fallen government. — cee oe he be as 

Oe MISUNDERSTANDING WITH FRANCE IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE LOAN, . 
s mo woe . ge Ee ae 

| OO You reserved to yourselves the last word on this important question which you | 
a have confided to a parliamentary commission which has not ceased, during the inter- 

4 val of the two legislative sessions, to collect documents and to study them with the ~~ | 
3 | care which they merit. - Its report will permit you to pronounce upon the subject,and = 
‘ a - will prove, I hope, that good faith and honesty are not yet banished from Hayti.: > 
. | . If our country desires to know its true charges; if it .wishes to give up to the pil- 
j _ lory of public opinion men who have strangely abused a power filched by fraud and... | 
j violence, in the sole intention of satisfying their insatiable thirst for gold; if it wishes’ 
: to clearly show their frauds, it isin an object which interests its honor, its future, as. 
1 well as the public morality of all states, One cannot be charged with bad faith when 
: one is disposed to pay what.one owes and nothing more than one does owe. How-. 
a ever, I must not conceal from you that evil reports, diffused since some tinie in Europe, i 
a: _ to the effect that there was.a question among us of annulling the loan of 1875, have — 
3 _ inquieted bearers of the titles of this loan, and moved the Government of the French |. | 
i _. Republic to such a point that it has not up to the present moment officially recognized | 
3 - my government. . an Co | | 

Of our three diplomatic agents abroad, the one in France alone has not been able to” | 
| ee _ remit the letter which notifies my coming to power to the President of the French — | 
: Republic, so that our legation at Paris found itself ina difficult and abnormal situation, | 
j | _ it being simply recognized in a non-official sense. -. : . re | 
j The concern for the country’s dignity, which I am bound to preserve intact, had | 
; often suggested to me the thought of relieving the difficulty by the recall of our | 
i chargé @affaires. But I could not forget that I had considerations to observe toward _ 

| - France which has so often honored us with its benevolence, that France for which we | 
[ have so much sympathy, and where the intelligent youths of our country every day ) 
a derive the knowledge which must serve to raise us.up and give us a place in the civil- 

i ized world. I was therefore hesitating, when’ an unhappy circumstance seemed to— | 
‘ oo _ favor us. At the same time when our chargé d’affaires made known to the government. — | 
i | strong reasons (for his retirement), based upon considerations as to his health, the de- — 
- partment of foreign affairs thought best to put an end to his mission. In communi- | 

eating this determination to the French department of foreign affairs, my secretary of 
: | foreign affairs candidly exposed the causes of such determination. He said that,in =| 
i . consequence of events which had occurred in Hayti, the personnel of our legation | ! 
: being reduced to our sole chargé d’affaires, the government was momentarily placedin | |
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the necessity of awaiting a more propitious time to name a successor to Mr. Lafores- Og 
| terie in a country which certainly has'a right. to all the sympathies of the Haytian a ee 

Government and people. Every propriety was observed. Thus it will be recognized, . nee 
-_. not by passionate men, desirous of finding errors and faults everywhere outside of the ee 

sphere within which they themselves act, but by impartial and serious men, who dis- ee 
_ interestedly regard the situation and know how toremedy it. SIS. 
~The recall of our chargé d’affaires took place on the 26th of December; of this fact os 

. I gave notice to the French minister plenipotentiary on the 28th, at the time at which | 7 
the French mail was. leaving with our letters. One month later the government de-_ | 

---voted itself to a combination which proves what esteem we desire so show to France, | - 
and what importance we attach to the good relations to be maintained between that =~ . 

: country andourown. | .. PAPA Ee Be | 
On the 10th of February letters were sent to our chargé d’affaires at London, Mr. — sk 

_. Charles Villevaleix, which accredited him near the French Government inthe quality. & 
of envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary. His mission was to renew the | 
thread of our affairs unhappily interrupted with the French Government, and it was | a 
énjoined upon him to put himself at the disposition of the parliamentary commission Sone aa 
of inquiry who asked us for an official agent to furnish it with copies ofall documents _ ee 
deposited at the legation relative to the important questions of the loan. | | ON fe 

_. .. By a happy coincidence, which I may be permitted to-signalize, Mr. Charles Villeva- re 
leix was making the first necessary steps for the opening of the negotiations with = = og 

_ which he was charged, nearly at the same time that Dr. Lacascade, member of the — : 
_ French Chamber of Deputies, presented himself to my government... The Duke De- | | pes 

_. cazes profited by his voyage in the Antilles and of the offer that Mr. Lacascade made = | 
to him, to give him a knowledge of the instructions given to the French legation in GE 
Hayti in regard to the settlement of our financial difficulties. It is in the sense of __ ON 
these instructions that Mr. Lacascade is to use his personal iufluence to bring about an ° - , 
amicable settlement. = = = = © |. * oo DOPE A ee hs 

| ‘The minister plenipotentiary of France has gone to Europe en congé. He left in ee 
charge of the French legation in Hayti, according to his government’s orders, Mr. Hut-- ss 

. -- tinot, recently returned from St. Domingo. It was Mr. Huttinot who communicated a 
_ to the department of foreign affairs the letter of the French minister of foreign aE 

affairs announcing to him the mission of Mr. Lacascade. : 7 
| My government will necessarily await until you pronounce on the question of the Ry 

- loan, before arriving, if there is occasion, at official negotiations based on the deter- = =i 
— ninations that you shall have voted. i a, 7 Pre, 

Oo | TWO ENGLISH RECLAMATIONS.. | a ee Sees 

. Last year the department of the interior had the honor to deposit in the bureau of =.  ——--—sd 
| the house the reclamation produced by Her Britannic Majesty’s Government in favor 

of the person who took the engagement to conduct water from Turyeau to the capital, on | 
. together with the new contract that it proposed to sigu with him in the name of the . _ | 

government. It was during the last days of the legislative session; ‘the house of | 
- representatives had not the necessary time to study the question and giveitasolu- = —..-—s*@&¥ 

| tion. This same department will therefore have to submit it again to the high appre- _ | | 
_ eiation of the legislative body, and to agree upon the indemnity accorded to the under- eG 

taker of the works for the losses that he sustained by the forced suspension of his works. © a 
_ I come now to one of the most important reclamations submitted to the government; | 

it figures by hundreds of thousands of dollars; I will say more exactly, by ademand a . 
: for an indemnity of $632,602.44, the absorption of a quarter of our fixed anoual rev- 

- . enues, a. new charge to be put to the account of the ignorance and insatiability of our — : 
|. last governors. -. ~ Se ae Be GPS aS By oe 

You understand that it concerns the island: of La Tortue, whose concession, after aa 
- having passed into different hands since 1862, came lastly to Madame Maunder, née oo | 

- Faubert,a British subject. a Ea He OT | 
-. . Numerous letters exchanged between the English minister and the department of | ee 
| foreign affairs have come to no result, and finally, after taking knowledge of all the On , 
_. .correspondence on this subject, you will easily convince yourselves that the question, — - 

_. as it is understood by the two parties, can never be resolved by them. Oe os | 
_ ° The exaggerated pretensions of the grantee, in the opinion of my government, are ae , 

. sustained by the British minister. Neither of the two parties is disposed to make con- | 
-_cessions; each one of them relies on the force and justness of its arguments; an under- eae 

. . standing becomes impossible, and it appears wise and prudent, I believe, to confide the = = } 
| solution of this question to an international arbitration. - pO Sey | 

- Two. nations, the one great. and powerful, the other small and feeble, will honor == 
| themselves in adopting this line of conduct. The first will not abuse its power toim- a 

_ pose law; the second will not from its feebleness try to dictate conditions. ~ ©. ES ) 
_ « Moreover, this is not a new manner of coming to an understanding. It isthusin = | | 

_ international law that it is agreed to proceed to settle differences of asecondary order, | | 
- especially those which must be solved in money damages. And in the history of peo- |
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i. — ples, we could mention, in support of our opinion, more than one example of this just 4 
,- and equitable manner of proceeding. oe co Apes ear os 

: ... .. The good offices of a friendly power.are not to be disregarded. J will say more; this | : 
go . is the only solution of the question from the stand-point at which we have arrived, the. | 
4 ... English minister having declared to the department of foreign affairs that he would 
; a not again write on the question, and that he would await the answer of my secretary - 
q of state in order to refer it to his government. “ — ee | 
BO To the arbitration that I have therefore proposed, I will await the answer which — | 
i shall be made, and if-my proposition be accepted, I will have the honor to submit to | 
; the sanction of the assembly the convention which will follow. upon it. ee 
4 ce You will understand, gentlemen, all the gravity that this question carries with it — 
: for a country whose finances are exhausted, whose credit is rnined, and whichisin the | 
1 obligation of defending to the utmost the last breath of life which still rests with it. , 

q re PE ISLAND OF NAVASSA, ne Co | 

a a The government is in the intention of renewing, through its minister at Washington» | 
q the negotiations concerning the island of Navassa, interrupted since two years. The 
ie first steps attempted in this respect date from the empire. Suspended by the govern-  — | 
p a ment which followed it, they were resumed at the commencement of 1872, and gave 
7 - rise to an exchange of long correspondence between us and the United States. 
: oo On the demand of the senate of the republic, the department of foreign affairs was 
| to remit to it, last year, all the documents relating to this question... Arbitration had | 

ht been proposed to solve it... This was a proposition that came from the House of Rep- | 
: -. - yesentatives of the American Union itself, authorizing the President to act tothisend; =| 
: : but the Committee on Foreign Affairs, taking up this project of Taw, made a report — | | 
i ss goneluding in its rejection, and Congress separated without pronouncing itself thereon | 
: in a definite manner. Such is, in a few words, the condition of this affair,which | | 
. - already dates back twenty years.(qui remonte déja a vingt ans). | 

: oo a Oo TWO AMERICAN RECLAMATIONS. = «ss oo | 
a es 

i: .’ © As I said at the commencement of this chapter, numerous reclamations are deposited | 
i | _at the department of foreign affairs and await. a solution. In what concerns the re- | 
i — public of the United States, I will call your attention to the finishing and to the pay- | 
: ment of the Pantheon, and to a supply of arms furnished to the fallen government, — 2 

assimilated, according to the minister resident:of the Union, to a case of spoliation. 
_ _ There will be communicated to the two houses, when the moment shall arrive, those - | 

4 of the foreign reclamations'on which they are called to pronounce. | re | 

Bo PROTEST OF MR. MORAVIA. ©” ea | 

io - - . _T must not pass in silence the incident relating to Mr. Moravia, vice-consul of Den- | 
i mark and the Netherlands, at the residence of Jacmel, under the fallen government,and 
a: placed under accusation by the provisional government at the triumphoftherevolution, — 
a The protest of Mr. Moravia, which concluded by demanding an indemnity in his favor 
Po of twenty thousand pounds sterling, in reparation for the wrongs and damagestowhich | 

- ._ | the above-mentioned decree subjected him, was lying dormant in the portfolio of the. . | 
| ee bureau of foreign affairs. It was not thought necessary to give an immediate answer . 

a to this strange act, in which Mr. Moravia speaks of a most flagrant violation of the 
' ...  ° Jaw of nations.in respect to him, and of the gratuitous insult offered to His Majesty | 
| 7 the King of the Netherlands, and to the flag of that power. ce | 

a PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO A DANISH AND DUTCH VICE-CONSUL’S PROTEST. | 

3 ae The honorable consuls-general of Denmark and of the Netherlands having expressed , 
fo to the department of foreign affairs their desire to be able to give information to their 
i _°--respective governments in relation to Mr. Moravia’s position, my government hastened = 
i: = itself to accede to this desire. too natural to be contested. a | 
i _ - It has furnished the proof, in remitting certitied cepies of important documents, that. 
a Mr. Moravia had, under the preceding administration, participated in the execution of | 
| | certain works, which were not accomplished, notwithstanding the large sums of money : | 
a : drawn in advance from the public treasury. It further proved that Mr. Moravia act- 
i " “dvely occupied himself, as agent of that administration, in the political affairs of the. — 

oo - country. Was this the conduct to be observed by.a consular agent appointed by two 
7 —— friendly nations? - wget Eg 7 —_ 

i. _ Jf the. government: of a country owes a special protection to the consuls of foreign = 
;- Oe powers who reside therein and whose functions and prerogatives are limited, arethey | 

; -. not in return obliged to abstain completely from all interference in the interior affairs. | 
7 | of that country? And,in case of civil troubles, are they not eompelled to hold the | 
i - - most perfect neutrality ? These principles cannot be contested. re 

7. In order to put an end to all difficulties in the future, my governmenf,in giving. .



: these explanations to the agents of Denmark and of the Netherlands, remitted to them | 
a counter-protestation, and exposed,to.them how.much,.in its. opinion, the replacing. of — gE 

_ Mr. Moravia as vice-consul at the residence of Jacmel would be of a nature to procure = 3 
happy results and to tighten the bonds of friendship which unite. us to those two Eos 
countries. = Co , er ae re / &§ 

_ Jt was necessary to give weight to similar facts, to completely put them under your | , E 
eyes in all their details,so as partly to show to you how mach the department of — oo 

_. foreign affairs is to-day overburdened with care caused by the events which haves = =. 
occurred in Hayti and the numerous reclamations, just. or unjast, that are necessary =| a 

| consequences thereof. + ee ee oo By - a a 
Cg EL a _ SANTO DOMINGO. | ns 

-. The question of our relations with the Dominican Republic interests in such a high  — f 
_. degree our political futare, that I think it necessary to lay particular stress uponit, = =.  & 

- and to pray you to make this point the important object of your most serious medita- | 
- tions. — ee oer . oO me . — | 

_. During twenty-two years the Haytians and the Dominicans formed one and the ns 
same people, living under the same laws and the same government, the only one in ace | 

-.  _Hayti that realized the unity of the territory.) ee | Ry | «| 
When certain reasons, whose appreciation is now of thedomain of history, brought = = = 

our brethren of the East tb separate from.us and to occupy the vast territory to-day 9 = © | 
. ealled the “ Republic of Santo Domingo,” the governments of Hayti could not reconcile | . 

-  thémselves.to this separation (se résoudre a cette séparation); in ib. they saw inthe fu-- 
ture an incessant peril for the national independence gained at the price of so much — Gl 
blood and sacrifice; they saw it menaced at each instant, if a powerful nation, absorb- AE 
ing the Dominican people, should, by conquest or otherwise, thus establish itself at oe 
 ourdoors. | | are od oe BS | 
“The island of Hayti one and indivisible;” such was the constant principle of our _ | 
olitics, TS : ee 7 oe | 

| p After conciliatory measures, appeal was made to force of arms; but their efforts | - | 
- against the persevering will of the Dominicans failed. = = © 2S SE 

In 1859 the return of republican ideas was the sta:ting-point of a new policy. oo E 
It was rightly thought that the independence of Hayti would be sufficiently guaran- ‘- oo | 

teed, if the Haytians and the Dominicans would engage themselves never to cede any | 
| part of their respective territories. From that time the spirit of conquest and-of domi- 

/ ‘nation gave place to the happy idea of the union of the two peoples on the bases of oe 
_ the acknowledgment of the republic of Santo Domingo and of the principle of inalien- Ce Ee 

ability, substituted for that of territorial indivisibility. | 7 _ es Pe 
| . It is this principle that my government desires to affirm to-day highly, without =  — | 

_ reticence and without reserve, certain to find on this point a communion of ideas with = 8 ~° 
us. Itis the sole solution of the question which occupies us, a solution dictated by 

_ the reason and conformable to the real progress of the Haytian and the Dominican  *-F 
_ peoples. It was it that provoked, in 1868, the first attempts of aconvention from which _ os .&| 

came six years later the treaty signed the 9th of November, 1874, struck by the revo- | ' 
_. Iutionary idea, and which the legislative. body invalidated by the law of October 6, , = = —— J 

1876. : Wigs Ges Oe _ | 
| This is the occasion to examine in what manner international-law and political wis- -  ==si(estéi@ 

dom command us to apply the measures.dictated by this law in-what cuncerns our: . | 
_ relations with our neighbors of the east. . eo BT , ; 

Already the dispatch written in answer to the collective note of the diplomatic © | , 
_ -gorps, signed by the chargé d’affaires of the republic of Santo Domingo, caused to be oo 

| founded the idea of the government “concerning the treaties which have been con- oF 
'- cluded. between certain ones.of the states which you represent and the administration © = —=——iai‘(i‘ié«*@r 

_ of General Domingue.” Said my secretary of foreign affairs, “the government istruly © 
'.. in the intention of having re-examined by authority competent in the matter the = | 

part of those conventions which could occasion disbursements of money; for it can — re 
. escape no one that these treaties, in what concerns such stipulations, have been = = 
~ concluded with a lightness which sensibly affects the material interests of the state.” eae 

Since that time troubles have succeeded with such rapidity in the east, that it was = - : 
- impossible to find a favorable moment for the opening of. negotiations between the eG 

- tworepublics. - Oo ne wee coe oe | 
- _ Two governments have been overthrown after a few days of existence, and to-dayit os 

_ is General Baéz who is president of the Dominican Republic. Athis coming to power, = = 
he sent a special commission near my government to assure me of his goodintentions 

- and to strengthen more and more the bonds that unite us together. Ianswered him = =| ' 
: ‘that Iam animated by the same sentiments; and in an interview which took place =  ~—s‘& 

- .- between his special commission and the secretary of foreign affairs, the latter did not oe | 
fail to set forth the necessity that there was for the two states to definitely settle the = | 
important questions concerning the reciprocal welfare of the two republics. - See 

- The question of the validity of the treaty of 1874, of its revision, naturally then |  - 
_ presents itself as the order of theday. © ee Oe Co
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; . During this session, we will have to study the most efficacious means of arriving at . : 
’ a good. settlement of the boundaries, at the fixing of just indemnities to be accorded | 

from one party to the other for advantages which may be determined upon; to 
; / s examine with all the care that they merit the dispositions of the treaty relating to 
i. _ our coasting trade, to our public interior rights; we will have, finally, to put it (the 
. . .. >. treaty) in complete accord with the laws that govern the two countries, so as to give . : 
; to it that-force, that power which it lacks, and to permit it to contribute,by along | 
i. existence and a severe and exact observance of its prescriptions, to the glory and to 7 
; . . the advancement of the republics of Hayti and Santo Domingo. : oe 
oe _ Atthe very moment when this message is being written, my government could not, © | 
a: --without a profound and just astonishment, read.the message of the President of Santo — 
7 Domingo to the National Assembly of that republic. It seems to render us responsible 

_. for the interior troubles of that country, accuses my government, of fomenting them, 
’ whilst copies of orders from Dominican authorities have reached us provoking and | 
i authorizing disorder on the frontiers, even within the Haytian limits. . . | 
; My secretary of foreign affairs,in answer to a dispatch of the chargé d’affaires of | 
5 Santo Domingo, which demanded of him the immediate expulsion from Haytian ter-— . | 
i; _ ritory of certain Dominicans, declared that the government was disposed to turn them 
fo . back into the interior in order to neutralize their proceedings; the demanded expul- | 
; | ‘sion being supported by no document justifying this extreme measure so contrary to. | 
; the code of bumanity.. He profited by the occasion that was offered to him to. remind | 
i . - the chargé d’affaires of the point of view under which my government regarded the _ 

: _ Dominican question in what concerns the treaty concluded and signed with the fallen 
i —-_- government. He, moreover, announced to him. that he would have soon to confer with | | 
: - him on the message of General Baéz, which had just been communicated to him. 
4 Mr. Carlos, Nouel declared to us that it was not his mission to treat these questions ; — | 
a . that be was about to refer them to his government, and demanded his passports. The | 
: government remitted them to him; but, endeavoring to show its firm desire to pre- =| 
a | serve the best relations between Santo Domingo and Hayti, it did not consider this : 
i demand as a rupture, and asked to know the person-left in charge of the Dominican 
i . legation during Mr. Cérlos Nouel’s absence. === ae | 

. . I have said enough on the state of our relations with Santo Domingo, so that you | | 
Poo may form a just idea of them. Knowledge of the men that are in power in the east,  — 
: . and a narrative of facts that took place there, suffice to put the question inits true ~ | 

ZZ | Notwithstanding, if some incidents independent of the will, distorted even for the 
most part, have been produced, which have exercised a happy influence on the rela- | 

i _ tions of Haytians and Dominicans, my government proposes to bring them to acom- | 
i. - . mon satisfaction of the two countries, counting on the patriotism aad good sense of 
| ae - the Dominican population. It hopes that these clouds will very soon disappear. after 
i loyai explanations, and that the two republics, understanding that it is their common | 
i . interest to unite and understand each other, will re-establish and streng:hen those 
: ties so far as to gather ajl the fruits of happiness and satisfaction possible. As for us 
: _ Haytians, whatever they may say or do, we must try to preserve and cement peace _ 
i with our sister, Santo Domingo. ee es ; 

Zz : _ It would be puerile to defend ourselves from the idea of conquest or of domination, — 
{ 7 which are reproached tous. Such accusations fall of themselves.. We have no interest 
i in fomenting troubles among neighbors, whose independence we respect as wellas we | 
{ cherish our own. | ae - oo | . | : 
i Let our attention constantly bear (se porte) upon the government established at | 
’ | Santo Domingo, and, if.it is desirons, as we are, to maintain in their fullness these great 
i _-- principles of territorial inalienability which we proclaim, let us extend to it a fraternal | 
‘. mo , hand, and, by a frank and sincere union, march with if to the conquest of progress , | 
i : and of civilization. : Be | - 

i. OO | No. 169. re 

7: ee Mr. Bassett to Mr. Evarts. 5 | 

a. No 516) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 7 

i |  Portau Prince, Hayti, July 21,1877. (Received Aug. 6.) _ | 

i; Siz: In my No. 501, of the 10th of May last, I had the honor to bring~ _ | 
; | ~ to your notice that phase of the religious question now occupying to- ! 
a: some extent the public attention in this republic, in which the Roman — | 
i: Catholic archbishop and his clergy are shown to have assumed a |
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pretension to supremacy over the civil code, notably in the matter of = : 

marriage, EE 
In the present dispatch I desire briefly to invite your attention to = == § 

another, but equally suggestive, aspect of the same subject, namely, the , ee 

introduction and growth of Protestantism in Hayti,‘and its influence | aa 
upon this government. BE ee oe 

Although immediately after the declaration of Haytian independence =~ 

in 1804, Romanism, then as now the faith professed by a great majority ot 

| of the Haytian people, was declared to be the religion of the state and | 

- placed under the state’s special protection and support, and although it. — & 

still continues to enjoy that protection and support, yet the feature of — 

- .- religious toleration and freedom was incorporated into the constitution — | 

of 1805, and has been maintained in all subsequent revisions and chan ges | 

of thatinstrument. It may also be set down to the credit of the Hay- | 

| tian Government and people that, except upon one or two occasions = 

under Boyer, and again under Soulouque, they have uniformly acted in = 

| good faith toward the different Protestant denominations that have | | 

| ‘sought to establish themselves in Hayti, and this too in spiteof many = 

 strongly-directed and persistent, but truly uncommendable, efforts of  <- |§ 

the Roman priesthood to cause to be suppressed, or effectively placed —s—é<~*&SX 

under ban, every other form of worship and belief than their own. | OE 

President Canal, in his last annual message to the Corps Législatif, | 

| makes reference to the subject in these words: ee oe 

By virtue of the principle of religious liberty and equality inscribed in the twenty- oh E 

: fifth article of the constitution. and long since incorporated into our habits, the dif- © = =—=.:— «& 

_ ~~ ferent religions—Catholic and Protestant—are freely exercised in this country. — carr 

~~ Ag early as the year 1815 Henri Christophe, the autocratic King of 

the north of Hayti, engaged a clergyman of the Charch of England— : 

the Rev. Mr. Brown—to direct the royal college at Cape Haitien. Mr. sf 
Brown prepared an abridged liturgy of the Church of England adapted —s—sO 

to the then existing condition of things in King Henri’s dominions. The 

liturgy, of which I have seen a copy, of the original edition, was issued | 

from the royal press at Sans Souci, in the English and the French lan- | | 

. guages, arranged in parallel columns, and:was authorized by the King | : 

himself to be used in all the schools and garrisons of the kingdom. Ee 

-. _ Under the protection and favor of the King, himself a Roman Catholic, —__ | 

-- Protestantism began to take root and grow in the north of Hayti. But ~= J 

in 1820 Christophe died by his own hand, anditisafactthattheChurech = =—— ff 

of England did not then, and has not since, put forth any effort tofol- = = J 

low up the beginning so auspicionsly made by Mr, Brown. _ wae 2 

| Gontemporaneously with the introduction of Protestantism by gov- 

ernment request and authority at Cape Haitien, President Pétion en- | 

gaged teachers of the Protestant faith to come from Englandtotake = — JJ 

| charge of schools in his republic. They arrived at Port au Prince in= | | 

1816, and the reports which they sent back to England of the encour- | 

agement given them in their new work induced the Wesleyan Mission- > | 
| ary Commitee at London to open a mission here in 1818. This mis- sf 

gion has been maintained ever since, and is now ina flourishing con-  —_.— J 

dition, both at Port au Prince and in other parts of the republic.=§ = ——s«é&(G 

Protestantism in Hayti has also been augmented by emigrations, = = —— § 

especially of colored people from the United States, under Boyer in sf 
+ 1824, and under Geffrard in 1861. From these emigrations and some | 

_. British sources have sprung up churches of the Baptist, the Methodist, = 
. the African Methodist and other denominations. - BARE tae od 

But, notwithstanding the fair prospects of Protestantism under the |= & 

-_ garlier days of Haytian independence, and notwithstanding the fact = =— ff
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i, that it has been allowed slowly but surely to develop itself on Haytian ~~ | 
i Soil, yet no mention of the Protestant churches and schools appeared =| | 
i . for many years in any message from the executive to the Corps Législatif. | 
i: - But, at the beginning of the Domingue administration, when Mr. — | 
j . .. Thomas Madison; the Haytian. historian, was minister of public wor- — 
i. __ Ship, Mr. Madison was induced, through a friendship which sprang up > 
/ | between himself and the Rev. Dr. Coxe, bishop of Western N ew York, ! 
}  .__ to make favorable official mention and give some statistics of those | 
a _. ehurches and schools. . And again references to the subject are madein — ! 
i _—_—_. President Canal’s recent message. st Oo | 
i: __ It was more especially to explain the principal cause and Spirit of — . | 
i -~—Ssésthese references in President Canal’s message thatI thought it desirable | | 
i to write this dispatch. | | ep oe oo 
‘ee . During the emigration of colored people from the United States to 
i; Hayti in 1861, the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States — 
i _ was pleased to establish a mission here, with the Rev. J.T. Holly,anative: | 
i . of the city of Washington, but now a Haytian citizen, as its pastor. ‘In. . 
i: the conduct of his charge,'Mr. Holly, from the very first, strenuously «| 
i ° advocated and resolutely.persisted in the important policy of raisingup 
i _ @ national clergy in Hayti, a policy which seems never to have:been it 
i. thought of by any other religious denomination in this country, and 
i | which opened a new road and gave a new impetus to Protestantism | 
ip here. The mission continued to grow. It was encouraged and visited | 
i _—._ in 1863 by Bishop Lee, of Delaware; in 1866, by Bishop Burgess, of 
i ._~—~—s- Maine; and in 1872, by Bishop Coxe, of Western New: York, and } 
i... finally the Rev. Dr. Holly was, at Grace Chureh, New York City, in 1874, — - 
i ordained bishop of Hayti. So that since 1874 there has been estab- 
; |. Hshed in Hayti an independent Protestant church, with the distinguish... | 
a ing feature that all its clergy are citizens of the coun try,severalofthem  __ J 
, _. educated in the United States under the vigilance of Bishop Holly. | 
| The facts just narrated have forcibly struck the attention of this gov- 
, _ ernment, as well as that of a number of patriotic Haytians. a 
1 __. President Canal, in his message, after noting in atone of regret the 
| _ fact that. out of ninety-three Roman Catholic priests under government | | 
{~:~ pay, ninety-one are Frenchmen and only two Haytians. and after noting | 
j ©. —. the contempt manifested by the archbishop and-his clergy for the civil. i 
}.  . lawsofthecountry,says: °° © co | 
fo That propriety, as well as our interests, demands a body of native priests, cannot es- 
| _ cape the attention of any one. The public well-being of the nation, our independence, - 
' _» and our dignity make it imperative to have Haytian elements in an order so elevated 
| and so powerful. For these reasons we have made sacrifices to sustain the grand semi- | 
: ; nary in France and the small seminary here. But the results obtained have been small, 
‘ _ During a period of more than sixteen (thirteen?) years we ‘have had only two ordina- od 
{ oo tions of Haytian priests. There remains something moré for.us to do, in order to find. | 
, _ and excite the desire for the sacerdotal vocation among our fellow-citizens, © J 

i _ _. President Canal thus speaks of the: subject with evident feeling, in the a | 
' - light of the pecuniary interests of the country, and in the light ofthe | 
i | dignity and independence of the nation. ‘The French Roman Catholic | | 
a: priest, in coming to Hayti, leaves behind: him all his social ties, in the | 
i. _ hope of returning to'them within eight or ten years, the average period | 
i . of his labors here.’ ‘All that he receives while in the country over and — 
i above his scanty personal wants, goes akroad to enrich France at the | 
i ———seexpense of the Haytian people, and he even bends his energies to aceu- = 
tt mulate. In addition to his salary from the government, which ranges 

__ from 20,000 franes to the archbishop to 1,200 francs to the country curate, si 
i ___..-he is allowed a tariff of prices for all public religious services performed = | 
i _ by him. Baptisms, marriages, funerals, dispensations, indulgences, —_—|
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_. masses for the dead—services for each of these yield him by lawarev- . ——i«& 
enue ranging from 50 cents up-to $50... Not»only this, but hecancol- = —s_ J 
leet offerings from the faithful, and it is even affirmed that many such _ . | 
Offerings are made to him under. the dread secrecy inspired by the con- — | 
fessional. It is not difficult to see that the moneys received by the for- ce 

_ eign clergy in Hayti and promptly sent away to France amountin the = © 
. aggregate to a considerable sum. I have heard it estimated by some of = — | 

_, the most intelligent persons here, as equal to more than one-quarter of —=——s 
_. the whole public revenue, or more than one million of dollars perannum.  —_ 
_ It is true that France lost. open political control over this.islandin - | § 

1804, but by means of the Roman Catholic clergy she has maintained © 
almost exclusive control over the religious affairs of these people. In- > 
deed, the domination which she once held over their bodies was hardly oT 

_. more complete than that which she still holds over their consciencesand / | 
. - gpiritual susceptibilities. The priests, in their present controversy with = =—s_—- | 

the government, which is outlined in my No. 501 already referred to, = =f 
do not fail to rely upon the supposed spiritual subjugation ofthe Haytian = ~— J 

. ‘to the papal system of Rome, in cornection with their own supposed  & 
-- power over him as citizens of a country which once held himin physical = = ~— § 
-. bondage, and to whose interests they themselves are devoted. oe | 

In the light of these facts it is no cause for astonishment that the _ | 
_ Haytian Government, aroused and inspired by the policy and successof =i 

the Protestant Bishop Holly, in raising up and establishing a national ..—s ff 
- clergy for the Protestant Episcopal denomination, should seek to con-. oa | 

-. gerve its own integrity and the resources of its people, as wellasto avoid = ~— | 
-. gontinual misunderstandings with a class of foreigners resident hereand  ——- | 
_  ghielded by the dignity of sacerdotal robes, by stimulating and encour- 
- aging the young men of the country to enter the ecclesiastical vocation. , 

/ Meanwhile it ought not to be unknown to those who feel boundby the = — f 
- . holy injunction to have the gospel preached to all the world, that in ———‘f 
_ \Hayti the door stands wide open for every kind of Christian missionary - 

work, | : : | | So a So 
— Tam, &c., oO | a | 

po | | EBENEZER D. BASSETT. ae 
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eo es - Mr, Bassett to Mr. Evarts. 0 

No. 523.) 9 ~~ ——<“<is:*:*‘s«SW@CL EG ATION OF' THEE UNITED STATE, ae Bs 
Port au Prince, Hayti, August 11, 1877. (Received Sept.3.) = ~— J 

_. Sire: Referring to that portion of my No, 522, of the 28th ultimo, __ | 
. which made mention. of a note just then received from the Dominican | os 

: plenipotentiaries, | have the honor to send you herewith inclosed a care- | 
2 ful translation of the note, and to invite your convenient attention =. ff 

thereto, | es Oo ) 
 -. It will be seen that the note professes to give an outline both of the = =f 

unsatisfactory relations which have arisen between the two republics of = =| 
-» this island and of the efforts which have been made by the Dominican , 

| Goverfiment to improve those relations, and that its recitals and gen- _ .Ud& 
-. eral tenor‘are such as to lead to the conclusion that the responsibility © J 
_. for the actual condition of things between the two republics rests with = ff 

_.  Hayti. As a whole, it might be taken as even a bold affirmation of the =
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, correctness of ‘the statements and apprehensions somewhat reservedly | | 
fo expressed. in my. dispatches. of recent dates, numbered 498, 507, and 508, | | 
' - and I must give it as my impression that, with few exceptions, the asser- | 
i | tions in the note are fairly reliable. - | ee 

i + ButIdo not think, as it is affirmed in the plenipotentiaries’ note, that — ! 
i _ this government has “consented,” although it may have, and probably | 
i _ has, tacitly permitted and so connived “that armed incursions against | 
i - the public order and tranquillity of the Dominican Republic should have , 
i their center and headquarters.of depredatory operations on the frontiers 
; of Hayti.” For since the ignominious failure of Soulougue to subdue. 
‘ae the Dominicans by force of arms in 1855~56, the policy of this govern- | 
' _ ment in regard to that of Santo Domingo has, according to the best of —_ 
| _ my knowledge and belief, been to keep up before the world an appear- | 
a: _ ance of friendly relations between the two republics, while at the same _—- | 
: time it has, except under Salnave, steadily, but covertly, sought to fo- — | 

| ment discord among the Dominicans, and most cunningly and secretl yf 
. _ to intermeddle in and control their political affairs., Therefore, whatever : 
: __-- provocation the plenipotentiaries may have had for the assertion, I am . 
7 sure this government does not wish or intend other nations to under- |. | 
: _ Stand or be able to prove that ‘the Haytian authorities act toward the 
| Dominicans as if they had not the least international obligation, accord- | 
: ing either to the law of nature or the law of nations.” 
| — It has all along been my impression that President Baéz perfectly ° 
: : comprehends the policy of this government toward hisown. And I re- | 
i | gard his endeavor, through the sending of plenipotentiaries hither to — - 
j settle in an amicable way the difficulties which have arisen betweenthe —~ | 
i _ two governments, not only as discreet and wise, but also aS one which | 
i ought to disarm this government of all pretext for further clandestine 2 
1 — or other interference in the internal political affairs of the Dominican 

i ° It appears to me, also, that the Dominican plenipotentiaries, in their : 
i. argument favoring the recognition of the treaty between the two coun- — | 
i tries, had right, justice, and honor on their side. | ©... | 

i a a EBENEZER D. BASSETT. | : 

: | oe _ [Inclosure.—Translation.] CO 

| . The Dominican plenipotentiaries to the foreign representatives at Port-au-Prince. ° | 

i | - 7 Dominican Legation, os 
| a Port-au-Prince July 27, 1877. | 

, To the diplomatic or consular representatives of the United States of America, of France, | 
t | of England, and of Spain, at Port-au-Prince: . : 

to MESSIEURS LES REPRESENTANTS: In our quality of diplomatic envoys of theGovern- | 
So ment of the Dominican Republic near the Government of the Republic of Hayti, it is | 

_ of our greatest interest—an interest altogether moral and patriotic—to bring to your | 
i : knowledge both the actual state of the official relations between the two governments . | 
. . above mentioned and the results which, in regard to these relations, our labors in the 
| . view of formalizing and fixing them according to the principles of the law of nationsuni- _ | 

7 versally admitted, have obtained. — ae Do 
i: ‘The Dominican nation, by a spontaneous and unanimous effort, in Decembgr, 1876, | 
: overthrew the-usurped and derisive dictatorship of Mr. Ignacio M. Gonzales, who im- 

— posed himself by surprise and: force upon the legitimate government of Mr. Ulises 
a Espaillat. General Baéz was in consequence invested with supreme power, and the | 
i ae fall of Gonzales responded so perfectly to the general wish that President Baéz in 

oe order to establish his government had no occasion to employ any dictatorial act or to



Se on  HAYTIL oe — 815 ) 

7 combat any resistance. He had the happiness to insure peace to his fellow-citizens,and. =. | 
to establish his administration on.the basis of eminently liberal principles and strictest = | 

But the government of Mr. Baéz found in its path, from its first day, the ill will of - 

the Haytian Government, which, in contempt of the treaty existing between the two ES 

nations, sought to entice over to Haytian territory all the discontented who, without - 
- gonstraint of any kind, chose to withdraw from Dominican authority: and then it . | 

- gonsented that armed incursions against the public order and tranquillity of the Do- og 

. minican Republic should have their center of organization and headquarters of depre- | 

datory operations on the frontiers of Hayti. Prohibitions on the commerce of Domini-— | 

aa can produce were established by the Haytian custom-house regulations to the prejudice =| 
and in flagrant violation of the above-named treaty ; and, finally, the Haytian authorities | ee 

act toward the legitimate government of the Dominicans:as if they had not the least. _ Oy 

| international obligation, according either to the law of nature or the law of nations. = 
a The reclamations of the Dominican authorities as to the disorders on the frontiers | | 

are altogether useless; and, in consequence, a handful of insurgents hold in check the 4g 
troops of the Dominican Government, which, in fact, finds itself under the weight of 8 

enormous expenses in order to face insignificant bands that freely crossandrecrossthe == =———s—isé*@S 
- Haytian frontier. It was in vain that, soon after kis elevation to power, President oe 

-. Baéz was pleased to resort to conciliatory measures -and to appeal to reason and justice — 

to bring the Haytian Government to a respect.of the public faith of nations. To this — | ) 

- end he caused a commission to come to Port au Prince in January last, to reclaim arms , 
belonging to the Dominican Government, and to demand the suppression of the insur-. «| 

- gents, who had just then opened hostile operations on the river Massacre, near Daja~- | 

pon. At the same time, the Dominican commissioner came charged to make the offer 

_ of the pacific sentiments of his govérnment to the Haytian Government, and to seek ~ | | 

the strengthening of good relations by means of the complete execution of theclauses OE 

of the treaty. ag BEET et ge ee CR, oo : 

_ _.. The commissioner obtained nothing ; a marked coldness, evasive answers, and inso- oo | 
, lent demeanor (manifestations outrageantes) in return for the loyalty of the Dominican =~ 5 

- Government, finished by convincing our commissioner, Mr. Cabral, that there were,on 
| - the part of the Haytian Government, a foregone conclusion (parti pris) and insurmount- — ; ft 

able prejudices. It was under these painful impressions that he returned to Santo — 

Domingo and rendered an account of his mission. Oo : : 

_. -‘The government of President Baéz was not disheartened notwithstanding this un- of 

| happy trial. Holding it at heart to give a more convincing testimony of his modera- , 
tion and his desire for concord with the neighboring country, he decided that a new — oo Ed 

- commission should be furnished, with conciliatory instructions, in order to come to , 

a reasonable agreement by means of new engagements efficacious enough to assure the a , 

-. _Haytian Government itself as to the point of its injurious suspicions growing out of | | 

imputed projects of Dominican annexation. Upon us, the undersigned, fell the honor’ =f 

| of being selected for this mission of peace. We have done our best to fulfill our mis- | 5 
sion; but we have stranded upon the same prejudices and the same foregone conclusion — : 
(parti pris) as those upon which our predecessor stranded. Furthermore, we have. _ , 
found Mr. Gonzalez established at Port au Prince working actively to produce new | od 

uprisings in favor of his own restoration to power, and the first effect of his labors was a 

| the insurrectionary attempt which broke out and was crushed at Puerto Plata the 1st nee 
of July instant. — 7 a an " ane ae oe 

We were under the obligation of causing the Haytian minister of foreign affairsto | 
feel how pressing was the necessity of putting an end to this disorder and to these  &- 

| _ eriminal intrigues against the public tranquillity of the Dominicans,and of faithfully. , 
| executing the stipulations of the treaty in vigor; but the minister evaded our reclama- ..——«é& 

tions, in objecting to us that ‘the national assembly of Hayti having declared nulland | 
-'. -yoid the acts of General Domingue’s government, the Dominico-Haytian treaty remains: | 
--.. struck with the same nullity”; and the same Mr. Ethéart submitted to us on the. 14th » | 

of July a verbal communication containing the conditional bases for new conventions. ue 
to be entered into; he put in advance, as one of the dispositions already decided upon | 
by his government, the proposition here below copied textually: = oo a 

| _ “The Dominico-Haytian treaty, signed November 9, 1874, between the government _ | 
of General Domingue and that of General Gonzales, remains null and void, as the secre- es 
tary of foreign affairs of the republic of Hayti had already caused it to be understood, = ; 

_ -as well in his collective note addressed to the (diplomatic) agents accredited in this | 
- gountry as in the exposition of the situation (President’s message) to the national as- - 

= sembly. It must be considered that the denunciation (dénonciation) of this treaty is ro 
| obligatory in some sense upon this high functionary, the corps législatif, whose decis- . | 

ions he must respeet, defend, and execute, having consecrated similar dispositions in. of 
the law of October 6, 1876.” __ -_ | Oe BO yee f 

ve We demanded of the other hand, as was just and natural, that the treaty should — 
be modified by the common accord of the two contracting parties, for we could not. 4 

: admit that the public powers of Hayti, of their own exclusive authority, should put oe
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; | _ aside, by a local law, the international conventions which -were excluded from the | 
4 ~. local jurisdiction of either of the contracting parties. We desired very much to begin 4 
i... at once the reform of the treaty, doing justice, as much as. possible, to the pretensions - 
i .. of the Haytian Government; but we sustain the validity of the treaty, asthe necessary sis 
: . _ starting point, so that the new conventions might carry in them the guarantee of the. . | 
: . reciprocally guarded faith indispensable to their own validity and their future solidity. — | 
: | Here, then, is the variation made by us in the sense and to the letter of the proposition = 
: of the Haytian minister, by form of counter-proposition: | a ee ee 
: ee _ “To proceed to the immediate execution.of the treaty in the part which, by itsnon- | 
7 fulfillment, affects the public peace, the security and the legal order existing in the | 
4 ... Dominican Republic, and to adopt the same treaty as the starting point for the stipu- | 
: lation of new bases, by the means of which remain, from that ‘time, in suspense, the — 
i. _ clauses judged prejudicial to the interests of either of the contracting parties,and in =| 
: course of execution all the other clauses until the definitive formation of new conven- 
i oo tions. OE po Use : . . 
i . © This formula,” we. added in our dispatch of July 17th, addressed to the secretary = : 
i | of foreign affairs, “‘ would offer the advantage of causing to cease without delay all the of 
i _ . gauses of distrust, coldness, and malevolence by which are strained to-day the relations > 

7; _ Of the two countries ; the principle of the inalienability of the territory would remain | 
‘ _ épso facto, agreed to conformably to what the government established in the third — 
: proposition of the verbal communication which is in substance the tenor of the third — 
' article of the treaty of 1874, and:so also the delimitation of the frontiers would become a 
: - _ obligatory in the same form consecrated by article 4 of the same treaty.” OO | 
: _ The secretary of state, in a conference held with us the 21st, expressed to us the _ 
: _ absolute impossibility of admitting the validity of the treaty, and promised us a | | 
| written answer by the 25th... This date passed without result; we then notified the | 
‘ minister, according to his verbal declaration of the 21st, that eur conscience, ourin-  . 
2 structions, and the dignity of the Dominican Republic not permitting us to consent to | 
3 the counter-judicial sense of not absolutely recognizing the obligations of the treaty ; | 
i having the conviction that all delay not justified in our negotiations is equivalent to 
| _—--:« @ moral complicity in the revolts and machinations which flourish in Hayti against | 
i _ our country, we were obliged to declare the negotiations finished and to return to | 
a. Santo Domingo by the occasion fixed upon to-day the 27th, and we have closed our = 
4 : communication to the Haytian minister with these final paragraphs: _ He” | 
i “Let it be known, Mr. Minister, before the Haytian people, before all theenlightened | 
j | nations, before God, and before the civilized world, that while in Hayti are put aside 
| _ the subsidiary obligations, and the commercial franchises stipulated between the two | 
{ ._ republics; while in Hayti a solemn conviction which fraternally united the two sov- > 4 
7 _--—s ereign peoples of the Island, has been disowned and denied; while in Hayti have been 

aa carefully nourished and guarded the elements of the. bloody intestine strugglesofthe 
i Dominicans in giving illimited asylum and assuring the impunity of the conspira- _ 
. ' tors; in indefinitely retaining arms which belong to the Dominican Republic—the J 
i ... . Dominican Government has made two infructuous attempts to re-establish peace, and | 4 
i . to cement-frank and. loyal relations between the two:states.” ee | 
{ _. °_ The minister answered us under date of yesterday, confirming to us his verbal dec- : 
{ _  laration relative te the nullity of the treaty. = os 
. _~_ This is the condition in which the relations of the Dominican Republic remain with 
; _ Hayti: The Haytian Government, retrenching itself in a non-political sense, denies all | 
io _ at once the obligations which the public faith engaged in a solemn treaty impose upon : 
i __--it; and the simple duties of good neighborhood according to the law of nations. The | 
’ treaty disowned, signifies the reserve of a liberty of iimited action in maintaining the 
|  ._. .. revolt on the Dominican frontier, and the -conspiration against our republic at the 4 
i capital of Hayti. We pray you to please take note of this situation, and to render an -_ 
fo _- account thereof to your respective governments, so that they may in advance be pre- — | 
f | «+ vided with the information necessary to appreciate with justice future eventualities, _ | 7 
j a ‘We have the honor, Messieurs les Représentants, to effer to you the assurances of | 
i. our very distinguished consideration. : ee a 
Po _. FELIPE D. F. pe CASTRO. 
a: | Se 7 MANUEL pe J. GALVYAN. el, | 

— Mr. Bassett to Mr. Hvarts. oe 

Po No. 527.]..00 2 _  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, Se 
' + Port au Prince, Hayti, August 17,1877. (Received Sept. 3.) 
ft Srr: I have the honor to represent that this government is now in - 

. _ the midst of a kind of ministerial crisis, in consequence of aresolution
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adopted in the Chamber of Deputies on the 10th instant, declaring =§ f§ 
. blamable and unpatriotic the:conduct of two of;President Canal’s min-.  — ff 
-isters in causing to be inserted in the official journal, Le Moniteur, the = | 

—: vote of the chamber “ adjourning ” a project of law which was submitted = = 
-. . by the executive, and which proposed to make a general increase of the = & 
| -galaries of government employés. Already the unpopular minister of | 

the interior, Mr. Thoby, has resigned, andit is thought that the minister ss 
of finance and foreign affairs, Mr. Ethéart, will be forced to leave the — J 

. gabinet. President Canal has called upon the leaders of the chamber | 
to aid him in forming a new ministry, and has even pressed them to =~ § 

- take part in the ministry themselves. But they have all declined to | 
-aeeede to his wishes in thisregard. 20 

The crisis has not yet passed, and I shall in due time give youfull = = f§ 
information of the important. faets in the matter, as illustrative of the | | 
bearing and tendency of political events in this remarkable and pecu- © | 

. jiarrepublie  . SE pte a are oe ol 
oe -[Tam,sir,&e,  — ne oe Be , 

So a a | EBENEZER D. BASSETT. 

| ee A ee Nol 

i Mr. Bassett to Mr. Harts. | 

~ No. 531.) | .-, UEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, Hoes 
Port au Prince, Hayti, September 3,1877. (Received Sept. 22.) _ | 

-. Str: In my No. 527, of the 17th ultimo, I had the honor toinviteyour =. > 
attention briefly to a ministerial crisis which was then here existing, and od 
which had been brought.on by a vote in the Chamber of Deputies dew  — ff 

~*~ elaring the conduct, in a circumstance named, of twoof PresidentCanal’s sf 
-. ministers anti-patriotic and blamable. It is the purpose of the present = = § 

| dispatch to give a fuller account of the proceedings attending the crisis. _ - | 
| It was stated in my said No. 527 that the minister of the interior, Mr. | | 

~ .Thoby, had already withdrawn from the cabinet in consequence of the 
, . vote. of the chamber, and it was presumed that the minister of finance _ | 

and foreign affairs, Mr. Ethéart, would be forced to retire also. The  . 
presumption proved correct, for the chamber, finding that Mr. Kthéart = ” 

. . was in no way disposed to retire before its vote declaring his conduct = — [ 
unpatriotic and blamable, refused to hold any further communication  -  —_-._ f 

-. with him, and he was thus forced into retirement. — 7 es 
° Yhe circumstances of the retiring of MM. Thoby and Etheart were 
such as to lead President Canal to encounter no inconsiderable diffi- 
culty in finding others at once capable and willing to take the respon- ae 
sibility of entering into his cabinet; for experience had clearly shown =——s 
that any cabinet officer was liable at any moment to be blamed, forced = — ff 
Into retirement, and held up to public disfavor, at the mere pleasure of _ , 

-- the Chamber of Deputies. © °° 3 |. .:.. ne 
. But on the 23d ultimo, after the cabinet had remained incomplete for | 

| nine days, President Canal issued what is here called a “decree,” an- 
- nouncing that Mr. Felix Carrié had been appointed to be minister of © 
- finance‘and foreign affairs, and Mr. A. Gutierrez to be minister of inte. = = = — 

- rior. The entry of MM. Carrié and Gutierrez into President Canal’s - t 
_ cabinet appears to have given a fair degree of public satisfaction, for 

Mr. Thoby was notoriously unpopular, and Mr, Ethéart, though aman  &|
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| of experience and some ability, was a person whose activity was all-of ! 
- a purely negative character. How to avoid facing or settling any pub- : 
i _ lic question seemed to be his sole inquiry in almost every instance. = . 
i _ I had the honor to state in my No. 527, already referred to, that the : 
’ | proceeding which provoked the vote of the Chamber of Deputies against _ | 

- MM. Thoby and Ethéart was that they had caused to be inserted in. 
+ ~~ Le Moniteur a project of law proposed by the Executive to increase the 
at Salaries of government employés, together with the announcement of | | 
|... the fact that. this project of law had been “adjourned” by that body. | 
i In response thereto the Chamber of Deputies accompanied its vote : 
a. against MM..Thoby and Ethéart. by a preliminary statement (inclos- | 
‘ | ure A), which I commend to your convenient perusal, inasmuch asit _ | 
‘ | . throws some light upon both the revenues of the country and the dis- © ! 
j | position which it was proposed to make of them, as well as upon the i 
| | temper of the chamber itself... | : Se | 

__ Inclosures B, ©, D, and E, are translations of correspondence had (1) - 
; between President Canal and the depaty whose influence in the cham- _ 
: _ ber had brought on. the ministerial crisis, and (2) between President | 
, Canal and the chamber. I venture to commend them as worthy of peru- | 
; : sal. They seem to me to presume a delicate sense as to the parliamen- © | 

_ tary system of government which has never yet existed and is not now | 
j fully established here, and they do not,-it is thought, make President ~ | 

| _ Canal appear to any material disadvantage. oo | | 
‘ But the real fact is that there is in Hayti, to a very great extent,a 
i _ lack of patriotic devotion to the interests of the country. There ap- | 

. pear to be-no doubts cast upon President Canal’s integrity and patriot- | | 
: ism. But the leaders of the Corps Legislatif are generally thought here | 
i to be working in their own political interests to cast reflections upon the ! 
. _ Canal government. The whole republic would seem certainly to be un- - 
/ der sufficient embarrassment to induce all its citizens to work in har- | 
i : - mony for its well-being, =. * = BR | 

EBENEZER D. BASSETT. 

q . . _-{Inelosure A in No. 531.—Translation.} a Se 

i - Statement of the deputies, censuring the ministers of the interior and finance, August 10, 1877. | | 

i ' - Daring the course of last session the House of Representatives submitted to the ap- . | 
| oe preciation of tue Executive a proposition for the augmentation of the salaries of public : 
: __ tunctionaries, at the same time diminishing their number. The Executive demanded: | 

| the adjournment of the project. —_- a, oo a 
i This year the Executive inscribed in the budgets an augmentation of $100,428 in 4 Z | favor of these functionaries and employés, in conserving at the same time intact their | 4 
i number. - - | aon | | - | 

_ In short, the proposition for the expenses of the public service of 1877~’78 amounts | 
i to $4,428,336. Of this amount the department of war and of the navy figures for the a 
| | sum of $767,570, say $30,000 augmentation of the current expense; and this in contra- : 
i. diction of the most formal declaration of the Executive declaration, which was sol- | 
i _ emnly expressed in these terms in the message: ‘The army shall be reorganized on | 
4 _ a plan which realizes-two good things—an economy in the expenses anda solid military | 
1 instruction.” This planhas yet to appear. . © 9... : 4 
4 | ‘ But the representatives of the nation were called on to give their concurrence to a | 
‘ | much greater and more extraordinary surprise, to. a conduct subversive of all thatis . 
1 7 serious in the handling of the people’s revenue: In fact, in addition to the total sum 
i | to which the budgets amount for the service of 1877~'78, say $4,428,336, the same | 

a secretaries of state have successively laid before the House of Representatives— == 
Ist. A project of law on the administrative police, admitting an expense of $100,000, — | 

| - and consequently an augmentation, to be put in the budget, of $75,000. . 2
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— «Bd. A project of law on the normal primary school, creating a new expense of | oe 

-. .« 3d. Borott’s project for the establishment of railroads, at $35,000 annual subven- __ OS, 
tion. : Sa hoes | | 

_ . 4th. A project for a bridge over the Artibonite at $95,000, and this. after it was or- a 
dered by the project that the bridge was to be constructed by contractors advancing . | 

-. their own capital for the funds payable the first year, $25,000. °° cell 
mo 5th. Stevens’s project of $210,000, of which the budgets say nothing as yet since the | 

end of last year; the council of secretaries of state had consented to therenewalof = =  — & 
| the water-works, under the heavy condition of an indemnity of $30,000 in favor of the | 

contractor. Then comes the unqnalifiable omission to be repaired, viz, $60,000. | | 
- 6th. A project of the superintendence and the inspection of schools, augmentation «| 

_ which amounts to $17,000. wie AS Pos re po 
Total $4,710,386. 00, | fo bts pO 

. Thus already the true, real figures. proposed by the council of secretaries of state for S a 
| the public expenses amount to $4,710,336, while, according to the law, the receipts can- © | 
_. not be more than $4,465,558. ag Sa ay eg lee, HS OE on | 

.. _ Hence already the deticit is $244,778, more than double the proposed amount for the - | 
augmentation of administrative salaries. This is not all. The council of secretaries | | 

_ of state omitted the project of law augmenting the salaries of teachers, a project already / &- 
.. voted-last year by the House of Representatives on its own initiative, say $100,000. . | | 

- ... Consulted by the Senate to know what were the views. of the Executive as to buy- re 
_ ing or subventioning the theatre of Port au Prince, the Executive gave its opinion for | mk | 

_ buying it, and the chamber ratified the decision ; hence a.new expense of $15,000. .. es | 
| To the vote of the law which increases the emoluments of the judges, the secretary ne 

ue of justice added the proposition of the committee of justice to hereafter pay the sub- OE 
, stitute judges, thus making a new expense to be provided for, $35,000. —— | 

Total, $4,860,336. . a Ck Ba | a | 
._ In a rectificative budget the council of secretaries of state having exceeded the | 4 

_ budgets in exercise by $243,743, ask that ahalf of that. value should be taken from the Sas 
- sinking-fund created last year as the pledge of the numerous creditors of the state. | E 

| Now as this is not possible, except by imperilling the good faith of the legislature, Oe 
this deficit on the coming ordinary service must be provided for, viz, $121,871. = no 

~  * Total, $4,982,207, = a ; er 
: In effect, then, the House of Representatives had to consider a financial situation « — ee 

created, so to say, by the pleasure of the secretaries of state. It finds itselfin face of | 
a receipt of $4,465,558, and of propositions for expenses amounting to $4,982,207, from. ti stéi*@ 
~whence arises the deficit of $516,649. . oo es a ee 

The concern for its duty, because the council of secretaries of state visibly failed in === | 
_ theirs, gave rise by its own initiative to the commissions composed of the commissions | | 

on the budgets of the House, of the Senate, and the council of secretaries of state. = (ss (a ttitéiés*@r 
Now, while the members of the Corps Legislatif were aiding by their most devoted. a | 

_ and conscientious efforts the secretaries of state in renewing their budgets, so as to — | 
| judge of the importance of their own projects in order to assign to these projects an oo 

order of priority which would at least be conformable to the public funds, these same - 
| secretaries of state, by an insertion made in the last number of the Moniteur, stigma- _ |G 

_ tize with a visible and evil intention the patriotic labor of the Corps Législatif.. © oe 
. ‘Well, is it not, then, these secretaries of state themselves who ordered the adjourn-  &£ 

| - wnent of their projects at the very time when they consented to work in concert with = ~~. 
the legislative commission on this point,so as justly to know from their projects, § . &§ 

jointly with those which emanated from the initiative of the members of Parliament, aad 
: _ which might be most important, and consequently most admissible for the present? = 
_.. In Gonsequence, the House of Representatives by its deliberation of this day declares. oe of 

the conduct of the two secretaries of finance and of the interior anti-patriotic and / 
| blamable. = ed cots Ten RS Ue pee ree | 

_ It orders that the present note be forwarded to the Executive to be put at the head a &§ 
|. of the first column of the Moniteur of Saturday, 11th instant. es : a 
_, Done at the House of Representatives, &c., the 10th day of August, W770 

ee | Bs | St. MARTIN. Général L. J. VILLE-CERCLE. — es 
So Be — DUPUY. © = OVIDE CAMEAU. — | , aE 

: i oe JUSTIN. KE. PINKCOMBE. is me ei Te 
, —— et ~- LOFFICIAL EM. LALANNE., Se a - 

. Poe POVAR. W. DEJOIE. » OO aa ae ; 
a | | | | E. PAUL, — D. BRAS. SS S ee | 
ce ee SA GOLDMANN, Jr. oe ae
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i | a . a President. Canal to Deputy Paul. ee - : : pe 

Po | " Porr av Prince, August 11,1877. | 
; _ To the Deputy EDMOND PavL, Port au Prince: SO TEAS Denk 
i; - MOoNSIEUR LE Dfépursé: The vote in the.chamber at its sitting of yesterday, and the 
’ -_- eriticisms. which accompany and comment upon it, have as their logical consequence = | 
| =. brought on a ministerial crisis. oe te 
i . According to parliamentary principles adopted everywhere, it belongs to those whose 4 
i. _ proposition has rallied the majority,.and put the ministry in the necessity of retiring, to. 
i; _. form a new cabinet. I think, therefore, thatI am within the true constitutional limit 
i:  .~—s to aét eonformably to the theory which you yourself invoked at. the time of my firstcall, — ; 
4 _ and to render to the decisions of the chamber as well as to-your own talent a merited 
i... homage, in offering to you for the second time a ministerial charge, and praying you si} 
j to be pleased to aid me in composing a new cabinet. ee mo | 

: _ The gravity of the actual condition of things, to which the vote of yesterday adds a | . _ hew complication, does not: permit me to doubt that you will respond to this appeal —s | 
| addressed to your patriotism and your intelligence. You will feel, I am sure, as _ 
: 4 profoundly as I do, the importance which the decision of the chamber attaches to your ~ 
] assistance, and you. will not think of refusing an-undertaking for which acapacity = | 
i - every where recognized;and a manifest influence in the Parliament, have long desig- | 
i; , nated you. Ce Retin es ee ee | ee E 
a . Accept, Mr. Deputy, the assurance of my high consideration... — Co . : 

i a | - . oo Oo ‘[Inclosure C in No. 531.—Translation.] a oO 
| | | | Deputy Paul to President: Canal. Se a 2 

; oo oe a | | Port av Prince, August 12, 1877.. | 
i =... Lo the President of Hayti: . . oe ees EE 
i. . . | MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT: I had the honor to receive your message yesterday, between | 
{; -: +fiveand six o’clock in the evening. 7 se oe ee we ane | 
: . _ Having already made known to you. verbally my response, nothing moreremains —s_— 
7 for me than the honor of thanking you anew for having addressed it to me. ene 
; | I pray you, Mr. President, to accept my most profound civilities. © Oe eae | 

oe - Oe he [Inclosure’ D in No. 531.—Translation.| . ne Oo oe 

| - _ Message of President Canal to the Haytian House of Representatives. . an oe | 

Pog Dorr au Prince, August 13, 77, 
: | en " _ _ (Seventy-fourth year of Independence.) ; ne | 
in _ Boisrond Canal, President of Hayti, to the House of Representatives fo | — 7 
; ~~. ~Ss Mrssirvurs Les Diipuris: At the very moment when two successive votes seemed: | 

_ to establish that the cabinet had all the confidence of the house, when there did not | 
oO exist between the powers any appearance of dissidence, an unforeseen vote, on a simples 

' Oo ~- question of propriety, provoked a ministerial crisis, without any previous explanation: | ! 
i. - being demanded of those who were attacked. = So en | 
i. 7 ., This situation, as you easily understand it, is so much the more embarrassing as the | 
’ session is coming to an end, and the budgets are not even voted. A new ministry, = 
i - called in similar circumstances, would necessarily need a certain delay to study these - 

budgets and to discuss them before the chambers. vf oe oo a 
i ~ - In order to obviate such an inconvenience and to obey the law of majorities ob- . . || 
i _ - served everywhere in parliamentary countries, my choice would necessarily fall on the _ 

7; + men who were acquainted with the affairs of the country, and who would come from | 
4 _ the very midst of the assembly whose vote overthrew the cabinet. Moreover, the or- - - 
sO der of the day of the chamber left me no other alternative; it is said, in fact, on theone - 7 
3 a hand, that thé budgets presented are subversive of all that is Seriousin the handling —_. | 
7 of public revenues ; and, on the other hand, that the chamber saw itself in the obliga- oe 
j _- tion to make them over again. It logically followed that the member of the chamber 
po who had drawn up and proposed this order of the day, could not, in view of his pa- || 
po triotism, refuse to come and aid in drawing up a budget serious and hereafter conform- 
a able to the principles which he invoked against my ministry. Te
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- I therefore called the deputy Paul, and left him all latitude to form a cabinet of his — oo E 

own choice. I regret to announce to you that he thought it best to shun the conse- OE 

quences of the vote which he had provoked. As chief of the state I must obey parlia- 5 

 - mentary usages in accepting the resignation of my ministers who seem to have lost the 2 

confidence of the chamber. But is not this obligation reciprocal, and is there not, for - 

the authors of the ministerial crisis, an altogether imperious duty not to decline the t 

responsibility and the consequences of their acts?. Otherwise ministerial crises will | : 

unceasingly succeed one another, and my government will soon be reduced to the de- | 

plorable situation of no longer being able to find, to serve it, men possessing the guar- a | 

antee required by the assembly itself 2°. os 

I call your most serious attention, Messieurs, to the condition in which similar pro-_ ; 

ceedings place the government. I would not have had to raise this question if the ; 

deputy Paul had accepted the portfolio which was offered to him ; but in the face of — E 

his refusal, I can explain to myself less and less how the assembly could pass a vote — ; 

_ which provokes the retirement of the ministry, without giving to the ministers time | 

| and opportunity to be heard, so as to ‘determine and define mutual responsibilities. § 

| It is a regrettable precipitation which the legitimate susceptibilities of a great body 7 

gould undoubtedly justify, but which its wisdom and justice are called torepairin ; 

| finding the equitable solution to a situation equally embarrassing for the two powers. = = = = —— ff 

| Receive, Messieurs les Députés, the assurances of my very high consideration. | | 

- Se / ne ee —  BOISROND CANAL. © oo - 

are ee | [Inclosure E in No. 531.—Translation.]. . : SO ne oe 

a Response of the Chamber to the message of President Canal. OE 

eS oo MESSAGE. es oe OE 

| 7 - “PorT AU. PRINCE, August 13, 1877. _ 

To the President of Haytt: © | , Ce 

|  CivizEN PRESIDENT: The chamber has the honor to respond to your messageofthis = 8  — § 

day, which has had its most serious attention. | . | | ee | 

-. Tt understands with difficulty that you can invoke, in the circumstance, the law of | oe 

-- majorities. Its duty isto remind you that the majority of the dhamber has applied ee | 

‘itself until this day to defend the cabinet wherever it has been attacked, and that the ot 

| deputy Paul, whom you wished to honor with your confidence in calling him to the =—( 

- counsels of the executive, has always voted with that majority which has shown — ee 

: itself on every occasion so considerate toward the ministry. no . 8 : 

| Be well pleased to remember, Citizen President, that the members of this very min- | 

istry, the constant object of our sympathy, we would almost say of the high solicitude of 

| of the Corps Législatif, are those who, by a deliberate purpose, when the chamber ex- | oo 

| pected it least, provoked by a note in the Moniteur a crisis which was so little in our oe 
- expectations, and attracted this vote, which is not the work of a party, oreven of the  ¢¥ 

majority, but which is the expression of the unanimous sentiments of the house ofrep- UE 

| resentatives. — ne Se ae on - eS OE 

The assembly, moreover, can the less explain to itself that. the refusal of Deputy — oe el 

| ' Paul to accept a portfolio should put you in the impossibility of fulfilling your consti- | y 

tutional duties. a Be Se es De an REE | 

| ‘As to what you are pleased to call a regrettable precipitation, the chamber can ex- oF 

plain toitself less and less the invitation which you seem to make to it to repair that _ | 

precipitation by listening to the explanations which your secretaries of state might) = = § 

have offered to it in order to determine the responsibilities which the dignity of the — | - 

nation that it represents does not permit it to provoke, being in the right as to the = - 

| occurrence, and having constantly given, as it begs you not to forget, numerous and | : 

| unequivocal proofs of its justice and wisdom. we . ES Bo | — &§ 

~ The chamber, Citizen President, salutes you with the highest consideration, we ee | 

oo ee I : en oe EUG. MARGRON, .  ©— 
eee , ee _ President of the Chamber. ' 

— . Attest: a oo oo | RE cpa 
“ | ULYSSE DECATREL, Se | : Uy es ae : 

| Secretary Archivist. | | : | ee | 

21F R ae o : ae b OE
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| ee ee eee 
| — oe No. 173. Oo a 

fo 8 : OO Mr. Marsh to Mr. Fish. : as 

No. 641.] _ LEG ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
, _  ftome, November 16, 1876. (Received December 9.) 

po Str: I forward to the Department of State, by this post, two Roman 
7 journals, containing in detail the returns of the election of November | 

‘ -  § and 12 for members of the new chamber of deputies. Out of a little , 
more than five hundred members, upward of four hundred were elected 

Bo by the ministerial party. Only about three-fifths of the deputies were 
members of the late chamber, and a considerable number of the re-— 
mainder are new to political life. Unfortunately for:both parties,asI  _ 
think, many of the ablest debaters and soundest legislators of Italy were — 
defeated, and in many instances in districts where opposition was hardly 

| expected. There are, however, a considerable number of deputies who 
are elected by two colleges, and their option between these districts | 

po will leave vacancies which it may be hoped will be filled by some, at’ 
L least, of the rejected candidates. What parliamentary: talent may be } 
po shown by new members, or by those who are now transferred from a = 

comparatively inactive minority to a responsible majority, cannot be | 
| _ foreseen, but, as far as can now be judged, the chamber will not con- 7 
| tain many members conspicuous for statesmanship or for legislative | 

ability. | meee 2 
po fhe remarkable result of this election is, in a very small degree, if at | 
| all, due to administrative pressure or influence; and leaving out-of view = 
| : _ some groups of malcontents, whose position is determined by local inter- 
| ests, it must be regarded as.a spontaneous expression, I will not say of : 

| _ deliberate public opinion, but at least of a popular sentiment.of dissatis- | 
| - faction with the ‘policy of the late administration, and especially of dis- 
| : content with the heavy burdéus of taxation imposed ‘by it upon the — | 
poo people. OE Sn oe i AE tt On Ee we | 
L | The ministry is in danger from the tendency of all large majorities to | 
| : divisions, from the want. of experienced and dexterous debaters and | 
1 party strategists, and more especially from its inability, I may ‘almost | 
; say its apparent indisposition, to adopt any important measures tend- 
; . ing to the relief of the grievances complained of. The ministry is thus. 7 
i far committed only by vague promises of administrative reform, but it | | 
foe is not pledged to any one definite measure of improvementin any branch — 
i of the public service, and I see no reason to believe that it willadopta | 
( policy essentially different from that of its predecessor. | 
f It is said that it will propose measures for securing a better adminis- | 
| - tration of criminal justice; for increasing the facilities of communication — | 
po between the different provinces; for putting the relations between ! 
po church and state on a better footing; for a more efficient organization , 

a of the treasury department, whose attributions are more comprehensive : 
in. Italy than in the United States; for a considerable extension of the | 

: right of suffrage; and for transferring the nomination of many munici- —__ 
fo pal officers from the crown to the people. But I cannot learn that it 

has any intention of suggesting any serious plan for the reform of crimi- | 
| nal justice, and in fact. the only definite measure [ have heard of as con-_ : 

| templated is the formal abolition of the punishment of death, which has 
| already almost completely ceased to be actually inflicted. |



~The public feeling in regard to the repression of crime, roused two or ; 
three years ago, has, I am sorry to say, quite abated, ard there is. now | | 

- an almost entire indifference on the subject. The failure of the ministry, | | 
therefore, to take the only effectual steps by which life and property can 
be rendered reasonably secure in Italy, will not.excite. disappointment — tf 
or complaint. BC ee oe oer ess = 

IT see-no reason to expect from this administration any more vigorous | ; 
resistance to the eneroachments of the church. Financial difficulties 
will prevent the execution of important works of public improvement ; a 
and the administration does not.even profess to design the abolition of a 

. the macinato tax, or of any of the financial abuses which weigh so heavily og 
on the poor. The admission of younger men to the electoral franchise, __ og 
which is now limited to those who have attained the age of twenty-five | 

-.. years, and especially a commencement of decentralization, by conferring oF 
- on municipalities the power of appointing officers, the sphere of whose ae | 
duties is local, would be real, and, I think, highly acceptable reforms. _ ; 

‘But unless the new cabinet shall, as some of its more sanguinefriends __ : 
confidently predict it will, perform more than it has yet promised, I do = ~~ & 
not expect for it-a long or a brilliant career, and it will require more | 

| parliamentary dexterity than its supporters have yet shown themselves = —s_—siéi| 
to possess to Save its great majority from speedy diminution, if not from - — 
a complete dissolution. — | an ER OE | | 

—  Thave,&e, oo DBS eh oS | | 
ee a a GEORGE P. MARSH. | | 

- | . _ NOTA — | 

ae | . Mr. Marsh to Mr. Hvarts. oe oe a | 

No. 662.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rome, April 23,1877, (Received May 14.) a ' 

ns Sir: The newspaper notices of the seditious outbreak recently sup- - — ty 
pressed in Central and Southern Italy will not have escaped your atten- = — | 
tion. The true character, scope, and extent of the movement is not yet 

| fully known to the public, but itis certain that a band of twenty-five or 
| more persons, of whom some were foreigners, and nearly all strangers to | | 

_ the province, after committing many violent excesses in the neighbor- cE 
hood of Benevento, were dispersed, and finally arrested by the police | 
and the military, and that about. twenty others, apparently confederates =§—S%——=S 

| of the above mentioned, among whom was _ but a single Roman, were | 
_- Intercepted near this city on their way to arendezvous in the mountains. _ f 

Many arrests of individuals known or suspected to beincommunication | 
_. with these disturbers of the peace have taken place at Bologna and.else- | 

where, and there is reason to suppose that the association to which they _ 
_ belong is, though not apparently formidable in numbers, somewhat _ : 
widely diffused. This attempt at insurrection does not appear to be 
due to any local or spécial cause. It did not assume alarming propor- > 
tions as an actual revolt against the government, nor do I ‘think that a 
even as a political symptom it has the importance which sume persons : 
both in and out of Italy are disposed to ascribe toit. = | 

_ The parties arrested are said to belong chiefly to Eastern Lombardy | ; 
| and other provinces of the old Pontifical States, which, as well as those | | 

of the Neapolitan territory, have long been conspicuous for the de-— So 

( _praved character of the population and the.misery.to which those 
| dependent on agricultural and mechanical industry have been. reduced



| 324 a | FOREIGN RELATIONS. | 7 

4 The insurgents, however, do not: appear to belong to the lowest ranks. ~ 
of society, and the fact that they were able to avail themselves of rail- 

| way conveyance to so great a distance, and were not ill-provided with 
| clothing and other necessaries, shows that they were not impelled by 
| the pressure of immediate want, or that, if themselves without pecu-. 

| - niary means, they were instigated and encouraged by persons command- 
O ing a certain amount of resources. Papers of the most incendiary char- | 

_ acter were found upon them, including a compromising correspondence; | 
: and it is said that a portable printing apparatus has been seized asa | 

part of their equipment. The prisoners, it is reported, do not hesitate 
‘to avow their purpose to be not only the overthrow of the existing . 

| gevernment but the destruction of all established civil, social, and relig- | 
i ious institutions, and the triumph of universal anarchy. 
, There have for some time existed in various parts of Italy numerous 

po International clubs, circles, or lodges, but this is, so far as I know, the 
| first organized aggressive manifestation of what is called the Interna- 

| tional spirit in Italy, though many individuals have long been known or 
believed to be meditating formal action upon subversive principles. 

| The International clubs to which I have alluded have now been sup- 
pressed by the government, but Ido not know that evidence has been 
found to connect any of them with the insurgents, or, upon any exten- =| 

- sive scale, with each other, in any definite plan of action. They appear . 
, to be generally mere cliques, consisting of a very few individual mal- | 

contents, and sometimes only of a nominal organization without real 2 
: active members. It has been even said that the police sometimes gets | 

up professed International clubs, which put themselves in relation with | 
po those of a more serious character, and serve to make known to the gov- 
| ernment the real aims and action of these associations and their mana- 

gers. eB eS A | | 
i The views and .purposes avowed by the insurgents lately arrested, | __ 

| have not heretofore characterized the illegal aetion of the most igno- | : 
| rant, the most depressed, or the most depraved classes of Italians. Their | 

- most frequent offenses are murders or assaults in the accomplishment | 
| of private vengeance or robbery. Crimes accompanied with violence 2 
, _ seem to havea special attraction for them, for although rural proprietors 
| complain much of predial thefts, yet among the civic population steal- | 
| | ing is certainly not more, I-think even less, common than in some other 1 

countries, while assassinations, highway robberies, carrying off of per- | 
sons to extort a ransom, and the frequent use of dangerous weapons in | 

| _ ordinary quarrels, are frightfully frequent, so frequent, in fact, as to ex- | 
Do cite comparatively little attention among the general public. The min- | 
| ister of grace and justice reports that in the year 1876 there were ree 
po ported 1,949 murders, 1,581 assaults with intent to kill, 6,288 aggravated = 
: assaults and batteries, 2,299 highway robberies, and 657 forcible extor- | 

Do tions and ransoms. There is. reason to believe that many murders 
: have escaped detection, and the system of terrorism kept up by male- | 
: ‘ factors. prevents great numbers of persons robbed or maliciotsly | 
: injured in their persons from making any complaint tothelegalauthori- = 

| ties. The actual amount of crime of this general character in Italy, is, | 
therefore, very, considerably greater than appears from these statistics. | 

: This lawlessness of the people is in but a small degree to be ascribed toa | 
; - feeling which is so universal and so repulsivea feature of the society ofcer- 
| tain other European countries—the envy and hatred of the poor toward 
| the rich—and the outrages of the populace against law are not often of a 
| strictly political character. Their enmity to their rulers or superiors is not 

| against institutions, although long centuries of arbitrary and oppressive 
| | a | |
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- vule have taught all classes of Italians habitually to regard all govern:  «- 

ment as a hostile power. But it bas been felt to be a power above the  - 
reach of a people politically disunited, and, in the want of a public press, oF 

| without organ of expression of any common opinion orfeeling; and pop- , 

ular hatred and popular violence were directed not against inaccessible - 

-_- rulers but against officers regarded as their ministers and representatives. UE 

-_ Bailiffs, policemen, all officers of justice, in fact, have always been objects 
| of popular scorn and detestation in Italy. In all questions between the . &§ 

authorities and individuals, the people have presumed the latter tobe | 

in the right, and an accused or condemned malefactor is regarded asa of 

- victim to persecution. In ease of resistance to a bailiff by an arrested : 

person, nearly the whole population will, at this day, without even in- oe 

| quiring into the circumstances, take part with the prisoner, and if they | &- 

do not forcibly rescue him, at least favor hisescape. = a TE 

- The modern freedom and facility of personal communication, the cir-— a | 

culation of journals, and the diffusion of instruction have raised the = — 

| government in popular estimation, but the habitual, one may almostsay  ~—*& 
instinctive, feeling of dislike toward the ministers of justice is. by no— 

means eradicated, and they can rarely count upon any assistance from 

the people in the execution of their special duties. _ , oe 

-. The greater freedom of which I have spoken has produced a more oF 

unrestricted intercourse between the people of different provinces and | | 

different positions, and disorganizing agitators have now ready access - 
to those over whom their influence is most to be dreaded, and who too sd 

often prove willing listeners to their seductions, and at the same time | 

ignorant enough to be open to arguments and persuasions of the most j 

‘incongruous character. ‘ Long live Pius [X!” was shouted by theInter- —— 

| nationalists at Benevento in the same breath with their cries of sedition, LE 

and I once heard an ultra-republican orator denounce the existing gov- : 

ernment before an audience of railway-laborers in Tuscany, because-it | 

) put up no images of the Virgin and the Saints in the stations, as would —- 

- be done if the people were “free,” and conclude his harangue with a | ; 

«Hurrah for Garibaldi!” in which he was joined by his hearers. | 

- The number of persons prepared to lend a ready ear to the prompt- I 

| ings of International emissaries, already large, is, I fear, increasing in | 

- consequence of a variety of circumstances. CS hg | 

‘The establishment of the kingdom of Italy and the consolidation of UE 

| the Italian states awakened a new national life. Under its reformed — | 

administration there has been a general improvement in the condition OG 

_ of landed proprietors, and but for the frequent and heavy losses sustained = | 

‘by rural industry in its great staples from frost, hail, drought, floods, | 

and the diseases of the grape and silk-worm, the fertility of the soil and ~ 4 

better methods of husbandry would have secured to agriculture a pros- | 

- perity which could not but have been shared by the lowest as wellas .———i‘i‘#R 

the highest ranks, But unfortunately these severe drawbacks, and per- : 

haps in a still higher degree the heavy taxation to which the state has | 

been compelled to resort in consequence of the wars of 1859 and 1866, | 
of the removals of the seat of the government, and of numerous public 4 

- improvements, have diminished the resources and increased the burdens | 

— of the laboring poor to such a degree that nothing but exceptional in- 

Nae dustry, health, and economy can enable them to sustain life in reason- SE 

able comfort. Their energies are depressed: by the consciousness that 4 

they cannot depend on their own unaided efforts to better their condi- { 

tion, still less hope to improve the lot of their children, and most-ofthem  . | 
- expect no favorable change in their circumstances except from private | 

gambling or a lucky turn of the government:lottery wheel. ~Manyort | |
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' _ the taxes, such as those on salt and on the macinato, or grist, are par- 
| _ tieularly oppressive to the poor, the former for reasons of health, the = 
| latter because his food is composed almost exclusively of ground cereals 
| and chestnuts, the more nutritious aliments which enter largely into the 

| _ diet of the rich, very seldom appearing at his board. The excise and - 
i ~ other forms of taxation on lands and mechanical industry, and on their 
ho _ products are such that the agriculturist and the manufacturer cannot _ 
| | keep up their capital and pay their operatives wages on which they can 

subsist. This has been lately strikingly shown by Senator Rossi, the  __ 
proprietor of some of the largest, best equipped, and best conducted fac- 

_tories in Italy, if not in Europe. . : - a 
7 Mr. Rossi states that one-half of the cotton. spun and woven in the 
Do most eastern provinces of Italy in 1876 still remains in the hands of 
io _ the manufacturers, and that the price of the raw material is falling; 
( jute-factories cannot be sustained; one-third of the Spindles in the | 

woolen and hemp factories are stopped, a great amount of last year’s 
i- | product is unsold, and the proprietors are preparing to reduce their 
I operations still further; the very important woolen-works in the district. 

of Biella are in “a state of crisis,” partly stopped and partly reduced in 
i _ activity; the woolen-factories in the districts of Cosentino, the Liris, and = 
: : Salerno, where the wages have been brought down toa minimum, are 
"ss Suspending, and other establishments of the same sort have failed and 

po are offered for sale; two-fifths of the silk-factories are closed, four hun- 
ro dred looms having stopped at Como, and thosé working running at a oe 

loss; the paper-mills have.a great surplus of their products, which are | } 
little in demand, and are discharging their hands; the potteries are - 

fo _ depressed ; the iron-works have gradually failed, and even the great _ 
establishments at Pietra Santa, Sanpierdarena, and. Leghorn are embar- - | 

fo rassed. The remarkable woolen-factory at Schio pays 2 per cent. divi- 
dend on its capital, and more than $35,000 taxes on its operations. . The . 

- woolen and hemp industry of Italy, which made no dividend on last 7 
: year’s operations, paid on the same year $19,000 taxes on its stock or : 

capital; the Cantoni cotton-factory, which divided 1 per cent., paid 7 
| $20,000 taxes on its stock and industry in 1876; and Senator Rossi him- 7 

Self lost $20,000 on the operations of a match-factory, occupying two : 
po, hundred and fifty girls, undertaken solely in the hope of helping them | 
| —  foearntheir bread. | Ce 
| | I may notice, in passing, that facts like these are modifying the : 

opinions of Italian industrials on the question of protection to domestic 
co _ manufactures; but it is more to. my present purpose to observe that the , 
i misery of the Italian poor and their weight as a dangerous element in | 

society must soon become intolerably aggravated unless a remedy for — | 
1 this state of things, of which there is no present prospect, be provided, — | 

| _ and that a failure of the crops of breadstuffs and other staples likethat i 
fo of last year will produce an amount of physical suffering and discontent 2 
7 which will be attended with very serious consequences to the public | 

welfare. a a | | re | 
| Ihe political aspect of the situation is certainly grave,and when we | 
| take into account the embarrassments created to the action of the ZOv- 
/ ernment by the hostility of the clerical party to all the existing civil . 
po institutions of Italy,and the general want of security for life and prop-_ 2 
pe erty against lawless violence, a point in which there is no serious im- 

provement, it becomes evident that in many supposable contingencies . 
bo Italy may be the theater of convulsions, toresist which willdemandthe 

| most strenuous efforts of wise rulers and the most self-sacrificing — oo 
| | patriotism on the part of her governing classes. | ee 

| | Thave,&¢, = | —. GEHORGE P. MARSH. |
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| ok _ Mr. Marsh to Mr. Evarts. a | : 

No. 669.) 0 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, — | ; 

| Rome, May 8, 1877. (Received May 26.) — &§ 

_. rr: Linclose herewith a slip'and translation from. the editorial eol- | : 

‘ amns of the Opinione, relating to the rejection of a ministerial billforre- | 

| pressing the license of the clergy in public attacks upon the ecclesiasti- t 

al policy of the royal government, The Opinione was the semi-official OE 

organ of the late ministry, and is supposed to express in general the ; 

: sentiments of the leaders: of the opposition in Parliament. It is, more-  *- 

over, a journal conducted with much ability, and has a wide circulation sf 

- and greatinfluence. Although disapproving the presentation of the bil - = § 

by the ministry as inopportune and impolitic, it has taken the ground | 
that, having been presented and so amended as to.render it inoffensive, — ' 
its rejection by the Senate would be an error which could not but be in- | 

_ jurious to the liberal party, and to the best interests of the state. The | a 

| ‘bill was objected to, both or account of certain features which have been _ 

removed by amendments in the Senate, and because it is a special law, | 

not forming a part of the general code of criminallaw. In its provisions j 

itis, in the main, similar to articles introduced with general approbation — i 

into a bill for the enactment of a new criminal code, still pending inPar- | 

- fiament. I cannot, at this moment, inclose a copy, but will do so by an | : 

- gaxly mail. The rejection of the bill is important, not only for the rea- | 

sons adduced by the Opinione, but as a rare instance of the exercise of © . { 
the power of rejection of bills by the Senate, which body, as many con- &- 

tend, represents the ministry and the Crown, and is bound by their rec- 5 

-- ommendations. os a Che pe Sy TR eS : 
~The constitutional question will now be warmly agitated, and the dis- | : 

. eussion may lead to considerable changes in parliamentary practice, and ; ' 

| not impossibly in the ministry itself. I have no doubt the Opinione is . | 

right in thinking that the rejection of the bill will have an unfavorable | 

effect on the liberal party. It will, at least, renew in Italy the popular 

agitation of the question of the legal relations between church and state, | 

which is now exciting public feeling and acting upon public opinionin j 

- France, Belgium, and other states; it will encourage-the clergy to meas- 4 

ures of more active hostility against the state, and may thus have conse- | 

quences reaching further than can now be foreseen. a 4 
«J have the honor, &., * - | | oO oY 

| . a GEORGE P. MARSH. - | 

| . ; | | oo (Inclosure.—Translation.] ” | | . i 

| Oa o | [From L? Opinione of May 8, 1877.] : 7 Oo : 

re | SENATE OF THE KINGDOM. = | ; | 

| _. After a discussion of nine days, after the withdrawal of the motion to refer thebill = s |, 
‘pack to the committee, and after the adoption of a series of amendments, the Senate has, i 
in secret. ballot, rejected the amended bill by 105 out of 197 votes. 7  f 

' The first article, as amended, removed all danger of arbitrary action (in applying to - —-.—s*«f 
Jaw), and the article as modified by the amendments moved. by Senators.Cadorna and | 
Lampertico, having been adopted by.a vote of 103 to 93, it was generally supposed | 4 
that the Senate was disposed to pass the bill. But the real import of that vote was a a | 
notice that the bill would be rejected, as in fact it was. The consequences of the re- - of 

jection will not be slow in manifesting themselves in Parliament, or in the general | : 
policy of the state. oe et oo. - | an |
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| Oo | No. 176. — | ca | 

| | | Mr. Marsh to Mr. Evarts. ; 

| No. 670.] — . _  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, © 
| oo Rome, May 10, 1877. (Received May 28.) 
| _ Sip: The results of the vote of the Italian Senate on the bill for re" 

pressing abuses by the clergy, of which I spoke in my dispatch May 8 — 
| No. 669, are beginning to manifest. themselves, though perhaps, thuS 

far, not precisely in the way anticipated. The Hon. Mr. Sella, presi- — 
| dent of the constitutional association, and leader of the opposition in- 
: Parliament, has resigned the former of those positions, and Iinclos — 
- a slip from the Opinione of this morning with translation, from which 
i: it will be seen that this is regarded by that journal as a very significant 

political event. I forward also copies of the Diritto, the leading minis- | 
| terial journal, with an important editorial, which is too long for transla- | 
| tion and transmission by to-day’s post. The constitutional association i 

is an organization whose scope is implied in its title, and cannot easily 
be defined with greater precision than in the words by which it is de- 

pO seribed in the article I refer to. It embraces nearly all the moderate | 
conservative politicians of Italy, and its Jate president, Mr. Sella,is = 

i _ among the most conspicuous men of our time, whether asa statesman, — 
bo a parliamentary orator, or an influential leader of public opinion, and : 

he has an European reputation as a man of wide scientific attainment 
and great intellectual power and culture. It is said that the Senateis — 

Do sustained by what is known as the “ Tuscan section” of the majority in 
_ the Chamber of Deputies, and as the ministry is thus deprived of an im- 

| portant element of its strength, a remodeling of the present organiza- —’ 
tion of parties, a dissolution of Parliament, and a new election, in which | 

fo the religious question would play a principal part, seem probable. The 7 
| _ violence of the clergy and of their lay supporters in Italy and in France 
| : is almost beyond description, and any one living among them has abun- : 

: dant opportunities of being convinced that they are prepared to resort | 
—— to arms in support of the pretensions of the Papacy and the principles 

| of the syllabus.of 1864, and that they hope to find, in the present politi- ! 
| _cal complications of Europe, an occasion for the employment of material : 

_ force in the universal re-establishment of the civil supremacy of the | 
) . ehureh. - St oo | oe | 

. | Tam, &c¢., Se . | 
: ° GEORGE P. MARSH. | 

i | [Inclosure.—Translation. | . | 

| . [From L’Opinione of Rome, of May 10, 1877.] - _ ! 

fo : THE RESIGNATION OF MR. SELLA. - | 

i The determination announced by Mr. Sella to resign the presidency of the Centrat | 
foe Constitutional Association has caused a sensation in all the political circles which it 2 

| would be in vain to dissimulate. . It appears that this determination has been taken in : 
| consequence of the vote by the Senate against the law on the abuses by the clergy. | 

| But respecting this law, was his party bound to vote in one way rather than another ? - | 
, This is the first question that every one asks of himself. Another question is this, to 
| what point, in the Chamber, in the Senate and in the country, does the action of the | 
| head of the Central Constitutional'Association extend? = === 8 

It is easy to reply to the first question. Mr. Sella has not denied that every one was ; 
} , free to vote upon the law on the abuses of the clergy as it apped&red best and as he | 

might choose. It was not a party but an individual vote. We express no opinion 
_ upon the fact; we only assert it, and the vote in the Chamber was the proof of it. In | 

that vote the opposition did not express itself as a party ; some were favorable, others 

| | 

_ |
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contrary, and no one thought that.this dissent signified a division in the party. Mr. . & 

Sella: himself did not believeit$ © ea | | 

In the Senate, the political situation was different, and the intervention of the whole : 

European. clerical. party should have acted as a warning to the Senate that a high oo — 

-_. political question had come upon the field, which question, if not decided in a liberal , &— 

sense, would necessarily be decided in a clerical sense, whatever might. be the liberat  - 

-- jntentions and sentiments and principles of the senators notwithstanding. In Mr. t 

-Sella’s opinion, the bill ought to be approved, moditied, amended, and corrected, and  «- 

he said so to several senators. But not all knew it; and some, when they learned it, ; 

had already promised their vote. He did not think fit to call together the association ; 

in order to expose to it clearly his ideas, so that none should be ignorant of them. Not j 

a few senators, considering what had taken place in the Chamber, had no suspicion | 

| that voting against the law might be the cause of a division in the party, and declared: : 

this to Mr. Sella as soon as informed that he had taken the determination to withdraw _ oF 

from the supreme direction of the opposition party. Mr. Sella should take this cir-  £- 

~ cumstance into consideration. We have explained it in the most explicit manner be- o£ 

| fore passing to the second query. | OS a of 
| Mr. Sella is not only the president of the Ceritral Constitutional Association, he is also oo | 

the chief of the constitutional opposition in the Chamber. The two high charges are : 

united in him, but might be separate from each other, but only to the prej udice of the «| 

authority and action of the party. The chief of the opposition in the Chamber could | 

| not expect to exercise equal influence in the Senate, but the president of the associa- = 

tion has the right to expect that the senators, who form part of it, will not take serious _ E 

resolutions before arriving at an understanding with him. © | UE 

Tous it has neverseemed fitting thatthe Senate should bea militant political assembly. a 

Itis, in our opinion, a congress of experienced and learned men who give to the Crown | E 

and to the nation guarantees of intelligence, of probity, of calm impartiality, who j udge 7 : 

laws according to their intrinsic value, regardless of the ministers who present them and , ; 

unbound by the inflexible ties of party. The conditions of the opposition in the Chamber ae 

. and in the Senate are so different that it would not be possible to give to both of them the | : 
same direction. It would be opening a passage to extreme confusion, for the opposi- | 

tion in the Chamber is essentially political, while in the Senate it is principally legis- ; 

lative and administrative, and could not become political except when it saw themin- i 

istry taking a course, the result of which then would be disorder and the ruin of the  -§ 

; state. The purposes and the offices (committees) of the Senate and the Chamber be- | 

ing distinct, it should not be inferred that the general spirit that moves both. 7 of 

should be different, and that there should be no community of ideas, of thoughts, — 1 

and of aims between the two assemblies. To the Central Constitutional Associa~ : 

| _ tion belong senators, deputies, and free citizens who do not sit in Parliament. They Ae : 

| meet together, because they have in common a programme of government, andin | os 

common the desire to defend, no less valiantly, liberty against arbitrary measures OE 

- than order against anarchy. For order does not consist alone in public quiet. In this OF 

aspect, order is a matter for the police and not for politics. Order can be maintained. oF 
in the streets while there is being prepared a moral disorder, which overthrows alk | | of 

, ideas, deranges all the administrations, and lowers the intelligence and the heart. The. as 

Central Constitutional Association has this programme: to protect liberty when men- | ' 

/ aced, and to fight for those principles of moral and material order that are the foun-. | 

- . dation of civil society. Among those who compose it, some divergence (of views) may | t 

a at times manifest itself. Is such divergence slight and not irreconcilable with great. _ 
principles? It may be disregarded. Are they dissensionsin principle, in direction, in: — oe 
attitude? Then it is better to come to explanations and declaratio&s. No difficulty ' 

. can be resolved, nor can any question be determined by silence. The best policy has: 

ever been that of speaking plainly, for it is only by clear and loyal declarations that. q 
a criterion can be found for distinguishing between friends and foes. . EA : 

- If the letter sent by Mr. Sella to Mr. Rudini had but this scope in view,toopena — : 

--- discussion in the. central association, we think that it would have been opportune. :  - 

; We do not believe that the committee will deliberate on the letter of Mr. Sella, but - | 
oo that it will limit itself to its communication to the association from which it holds — | 

office. | eo fe | Se o£ 

_. Buthe has certainly the right to demand that the party should -have confidence in _ : 
him, in Parliament as well as in the country ; and that it has, there are too many sure | 
indications to doubt it. The only thing that remains to be done is that Mr. Sella and his — 
friends may have a clear understanding between them, and that they may not make ~ OE 
speeches to be interrupted half way. Let them go to the end, and let each one express Ee 

entire hisown opinion. _ Pe Se . eR \ _&£ 
We know many who. have no other desire than that ‘Mr. Sella should lead them in | &§ 

_ all the political contests; all follow him with affection, having faith in him,and know- = 
ing that he could not be replaced by any one with the same authority in Parliament : i 

| and in Italy... rn wl nd . ee : 

A meeting of the association is besides very useful and opportune, now that. impor- | ' 
tant questions lie before the mature reflections of the Chamber. . Se eee
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L — Mr. Sella is not one of those who, even-while chiefs of party, withdraw to gratify a 
| | _ caprice... No office does he accept that he is not sure of filling completely. Neverthe- . , 
| less, the high magistracy to which be was called by the confidence of his political 
| . friends is a serious matter for him. Nor could he resign it on account of the vote of 
| | the Senate, the vote of an assembly from whom it would not be reasonable to exa¢cta = 
fo _. trict party discipline. . - - | a FS ge 

| _ Mr. Marsh to Mr. Hvarts. a 

| No. 673.] __ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, _ 
po | oe . Rome, May 26, 1877. (Received June il.) 

_ Sim: The political agitation in Italy still continues, and the Parlia- | 
mentary debates are daily becoming more excited, acrimonious, and. a 

| aggressive toward the ministry. Taxation and other financial matters 
| form the principal subjects of discussion, but the impression produced | 

by the recent political events in France, and by the continually repeated | 
fo violence of the ultramontane press ih Italy and elsewhere, and of the | 

| Pope himself, does not fail to manifest itself in the tone and temper of 
: | the discussions. Something of a soothing effect was produced yester- | 

day by a declaration of the minister of foreign affairs in Parliament 
| _. that satisfactory assurances, not. merely of pacific intentions, but of ) 
| friendly sentiments toward Italy, had been received from the chief 
' magistrate of the French Government. In what form or language , 
: those assurances were couched did not appear, and probably something § 

| more explicit will be called for. ea Oe 
po _ The financial discussions are interesting, from the distinct avowal by . 
| | eminent statesmen that the interests of the laboring classes and the 
i encouragement of home productions ought to be considered in theim- = 
| _- position of duties; and, in fact, something like the legislative protection | 
| of domestic industry is not unfrequently hinted at as a sound policy, = 
| although free-trade doctrines are still very generally entertained, and 
| _ there is, as yet, no party which. advocates a distinctively protective 

tariff. | ee ST | a 
| _ The excesses of the clericals are producing their natural and legiti- 

fo _ mate effect in a feeling of dissatisfaction with the position in which Italy | 
: has placed herself toward the Papacy by the lawof guaranties. A re- - 
| cent allocution by the Pope, in which, for acts of the German Govern- 
| ment, Count Bismarck is likened to Attila, is much commented upon, — | 
| _, and it is seriously asked whether Italy can protect herself against all | 

Po responsibility for tolerating the use of such language in public dis- | 
courses by the Pope, and its circulation through the press, under the plea | 

| | that, by the seventh article of the law referred to, she has enacted that the - 
| | Pope ‘is free to perform all the functions of his spiritual ministry, and | 
{ _ to affix to the doors of the basilicas and churches of Rome all acts 

of that ministry.” Such questions are bringing more clearlyinto view | 
| | the incongruities and inconveniences of the anomalous position in which 
7 _. ‘the general sovereignty of the State and the still higher virtual sover- 
| eignty of the Papacy, admitted by the terms of the law of guaranties, / 

are placed toward each other. The syllabus of 1864, having been pro- | 
i mulgated before the enactment of that law, was notice to all the world | | 

| - of the extent of the inalienable rights claimed by the Papacy, and it is | 
1 mot a violent stretch of Vatican logic to maintain that, in spite of its. | 

| ‘protests, the law in question. is legally a recognition of those claims. In | 
po fact, there are many occasions of collision between the two jurisdic. !



tions, such, fur example, as the right of asylum implied in the extra- | | 
territoriality of the Vatican, which cah never be avoided or reconciled : 

without such an abandonment of the claims of one of the parties as will UE 
be yielded only to superior force; and hence a violent conflict between : 
them is at any time probable, and at no distant day certainly inevita- = 8 — § 
ble. - | ae | 

-. °° Such occasions were expected. by many to arise from the pilgrimages — : 
to Rome on the fiftieth episcopal anniversary of the present Pope. But  - 

- ¢he number of pilgrims thus far has not reached the tithe of that pre- | o£ 
dicted, probably not amounting in all to ten thousand, while the gar- , | 

- gison and municipal police have been quietly strengthened to a force a 

abundantly able to repress any disturbance. The death of Pius IX and . | of 

the election of his successor, events almost hourly expected, are looked | 

to.as probably fraught with important changes in the attitude of the = ; 
Papacy toward Italy, and in the general policy of the church. Forthis = - a | 
expectation I see no ground, though the Roman Curia is at all times _ a | 
shrouded in such mystery that the purposes of those who administer it = | 
are very rarely foreshadowed, and no positive predictions can ever be _ &- 

_hazarded concerning it beyond the general presumption that itsfuture = = f§ 
—-will be like its past. Pe E 

 LTbave,&, © oS Po oo | 7 
a a oe GEORGE P. MARSH. ©  - 

ee : | No. 178. 7 Be , | 

| = | : “Mr. Marsh to Mr. Evarts. | 

No. 678.] : _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 
| _ Rome, June 1, 1877. (Received June 18.) oF 

Sir: Although much improved in health since Mr. Wurt’s dispatch  &£ 

No. 676, I do not yet think it prudent to undertake any work requiring. 4 

-. continued attention. I may, however, notice certain proceedings in the | ! 

 _Ttalian Parliament of some interest. ThelItalian ministry has gained, | 
in spite of strenuous opposition, a victory of some importance in the oo 

- jmposition of increased duties on sugar, and in the rejection of amotion — +t 
for the reduction of the charges on salt, which is a government monop- | 
oly, by 55 .centimes per kilogram. It is apparent, however, from the = | 

‘tone of the debate and from other evidence, that the success of the min- | 
istry is due less to its own strength than to the general repugnance of = 
political men to inflict upon it, in the present posture of public affairs, | 
a defeat involving its retirement and the formation of a new ministry, | ) 
which, it is thought, could not now be organized from the ranks of the. 
majority. The position of the ministry on these financial questions is : 
thought not to be in harmony with its promises of financial reform and | 
relief; but it proposes, by way of compensation, a considerable reduc- | 
tion in the taxes on personal property, including the income tax. By | I 
the law at present in force, incomes as low as 400 francs pay an annual | | 
tax of 39 franes 60. centimes. This it is proposed to reduce to 19 frances | j 
80 centimes. The tax on higher incomes will be reduced at the ratesof 6 ~~ | 

. $874, 33.21 and’ 12 per cent. for sums of 500, 600, 700 and 800 franes, | 
respectively. The ministerial bill proposing these reductions will un-— ' 
doubtedly pass, and the measure will strengthen the ministry with the _ : | 
country. | Oo | 

| we ae Ss GEORGE P. MARSH. — . 4
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| _ CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
| - AND THE ITALIAN LEGATION, | 

: Bo - No. 179. rn 
—_ | i | Baron Blane to Mr. Fish. oe oe 

| a | | [Translation.] oo : me 

i : _ LEGATION OF ITALY IN THE UNITED STATES, = 
| | Washington, March 7, 1877. (Received March 7.) 

_ Mr. SECRETARY OF STATE: My government having offered a prize 
| of 5,000 franes in gold, to be awarded on the occasion of the fourth con- 
1 gress of Orientalists (which will be held at Florence in 1878), to the 

author, whatever may be his nationality, of the best work on Aryan | 
fo. civilization in India, would be grateful to the Government of the United 
| States if it would be pleased to bring the conditions of this award, which | 

| are stated in the inclosed extract from the Oificial Gazette, to the | 
i knowledge of the learned public of the United States. ee 
po | Thanking your excellency in advance for what you may do in further- , 

ance of this object, which is calculated to promote and encourage learn- | 
| ing, I renew to you the assurances of my highest consideration. | 

| oO | BLANC. 

| | | {Inclosure. ]} oe 

i Offer of a prize for a monograph on Oriental history, to be awarded on the occasion of the - : 
| : fourth international congress of Orientalists, to be held at Florence. oe! | | 

. It was the first thought of Prof. Michele Coppino, minister of public instruction, on 7 
to being notified of the decision of the fourth international congress of Orientalists to | 

meet at Florence, to encourage some important work having reference to Oriental | 
| learning, on that occasion. Thus it is that, having heard the statement of the com- | 

| | mittee of arrangements of the congress, his excellency has resolved to offer a prize of 
| 5,000 Italian lire for the monograph which shall be pronounced by the judges to be. the | 

| best. The following are the conditions on which the award isto be made. | 
| The subject shall be, “The vicissitudes of Aryan civilization in India.” After a his- | 
Lo torico-critical examination of the elements which properly constituted Aryan civiliza- : 

| tion previously to its emigration toward the Punjaub, as revealed in language, mythi- | 
=: cal traditions, religious belief, and customs, the subsequent history of that civilization | 

| shall be discussed in detail, together with the elements which modified it in its various 4 
| Indian seats. | | | . oe 3 
| The, learned of all countries are invited to compete for the prize. a 

| . Each competitor will address his manuscript, post-paid, either to Prof. Michele i 
| Amari, senator of the kingdom and presiding officer of the said fourth congress and of : 
a the committee of arrangements, or to the Italian legation in any country of Europe - 

- -or America, not later than December 31, 1877. - : 
| The manuscript shall not bear the name of its author, but simply a device or motto, | 

: which shall be duplicated on the outside of a sealed paper containing the name of the 
| author, and which shall be addressed, together with the manuscript itself, either to | 
| Senator Amari at Rome or to one of the aforesaid Italian legations. : ee 

The judges of the merit of the work shall be five gentlemen, whom the committee | 
of arrangements has already selected from among the most distinguished cultivators | 
of Aryan letters, only one of them being an Italian. The votes of these judges, given | 

: separately, shall be collected by the committee of arrangements, and the prize shall be. | 
| awarded to that one of the competitors who shall have received all or a majority of | 
| . said votes. The paper containing the name of the author shall then be opened; the | 
| others shall be burned. | OE - . : 

The successful competitor shall retain full ownership of his work; their manuscripts ! 
oo shall be returned to the others at their request, at their own expense. In his inaugural . | 

report the presiding officer shall announce the result and make known the names of | 
| the judges. — a 7 . Oo ~ 2 

. The work presented may be written in Latin, Italian, French, English, or German. - 4 
| The members of the committee of arrangements and the judges shall not be allowed | 

| to compete for the prize. Se ae : oo
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“ 208s a Count Litta to Mr. Evarts. - - | | | es 

| | ' Bh Oe md a [Translation.]. pe oe . f= 

oo UGG ATION OF TPALy, | 

a ee - Washington, May 21, 1877. (Received May 21.) | | 

Mr. SECRETARY OF STATE: Referring to the note addressed on the oF 

- {th of March last by Baron Blanc to Mr. Hamilton Fish, in relation to if 

_ the prize offered by the Italian minister of public instruction on the oc-  t 

casion of the fourth congress of Orientalists, which is to be held at Flore = = ——~<C*&S 

ence in 1878, I have the honor, in pursuance of orders received from my — tf 

government, herewith to transmit to your excellency a notice which has ; 

been published in the Gazzetta Uffiziale of Italy, and I beg you to be | 

_ pleased to bring it to the knowledge of the learned public of the United =~ i 

States. ae pe ’ _ | | | 

I avail myself of this occasion to offer you, Mr. Secretary of State, =. | 

> the assurances of my very high consideration, = _ 
oS cee ey ee ee -LITTA. ts 

ao | 7 | : oe [Inclosure.—Translation.] oe | 

| e ue NOTICE, a - q 

aE The committee of arrangements of the fourth international congress of Orientalists, j 

which is to meet at Florence in September, 1878, published, on the 12th of January  &§ 

-- Jast, the programme of competition for the prize of 5,000 lire (frances), which has been — : 

offered by his excellency the minister of public instruction of the Kingdom of Italy, f 

for the best work on “The vicissitudes of Aryan civilization in India.” | / 

According to this programme, the works of those desiring to compete for the prize | 

in question were to be examined and the prize was to be awarded by five reputable | 

Orientalists, only one of whom was to be an Italian. con ees ' 

* In view of the possibility that the vote of some one of the examiners might fail to 

be given, or might not be received in time, and desiring that the number of votes cast : 

by the judges may not be too limited, the committee has unanimously decided to add : 

two- other examiners—one a foreigner and the other an Italian—so that the total num-  &£§ 

| ber will be seven, five of whom will be foreigners and two Italians. of 

- None of the other conditions of the award have been changed. : 1 

The committee begs the delegates to the congress to give this notice the widest pub- ft 

icity possible, and to endeavor to have it inserted in-the newspapers. — : 

_ In behalf of the committee: ote Be . ie! | | 

we oS) | Cees ~  M. AMARI, Chairman. — | : 

| | a | | - A, DE GUBERNATIS, Secretary. | j 

~ Rome, March 14, 1877. ae < : | ot 

“ —— —. Gount Litta to Mr. Evarts. — oS | a | 

| —_ | Oe [Translation.] a | | | | | 

ae ee LEGATION OF ITALY, | | 
a Washington, May 26,1877. (Received May 26.) = f[ 

Mr. SECRETARY OF STATE: Referring to the conversation which I had oe 

the honor to have with you day before yesterday, I hasten herewith to - 

transmit to you a copy of the proclamation of neutrality which appeared ee aE 

in the Official Gazette of the kingdom of the 28th ultimo. , 
| — Be pleased to accept, Mr. Secretary of ‘State, the assurances of the 4 

very high consideration with which I have the honor to be, ne 

— Very traly, yours, - | 
pee me oe ne ae ) LITTA. sd
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| | Ce | [Inclosure. —Translation.] _ : | 
fo Pe oF - MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. ees 

I War having been declared between Russia and Turkey, and Italy being at peace 
| | with both these powers, it is the duty of the Government of the King and the citizens. — 
| of the kingdom scrupulously to observe neutrality according to the laws in force and 

—_ _ the general principles of internationallaw. Those who violate their duties as neutrals 
: : shall not be entitled to the protection of the royal government and its agents, and will 

| _.. ineur the penalties provided by the special and general laws of the state. . 

po Count Littato Mr. Evarts. | 

po ce [Translation.} 
| | a LEGATION OF ITALY IN THE UNITED STATES, 

| . | Washington, September 15, 1877. 
| Mr. SECRETARY OF STATE: I have the honor to inform your excel- __ 

_. dency that the Government of His Majesty the King, my august sover- 7 
i eign, has instructed me to give notice of its desire for the termination ._ 

of the consular convention concluded between Italy and the United. 
: | States February 8, 1868, availing itself of the privilege granted to the — | 
| parties who signed it by article 17 of said convention. My government. 
i advises me that a similar communication has been made to thelegation = __ 
| | of the United States at Rome. —° | —_ 

: I avail myself of this occasion torenew, &. = Co 

| a | —  . dr, Seward to Count Litta. . oe Sa | 

po DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
po oe Washington, September 20,1877, 
: | Count: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your. note of ) 

the 15th instant, giving notice of a desire on the part of the Govern- 
| ment of Italy to terminate the consular convention concluded with the __ 
, : United States February 8, 1868, in accordance with the provisions of ! 
Lo. article 17 of the treaty. = =) — | a 
po | Be pleased to accept, &c. | - , | —— 
L- | FF. W. SEWARD, ) 
fo | | Acting Secretary. . i 

|. | JAPAN. | | | . ! 

Se No. 184. eo 
| Mr, Bingham to Mr. Fish. Oo | 

No. 457.) | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, co 
fo --- Tokei, Japan, October 24, 1876. (Received November 29.) 
} Sir: On the 21st instant I received from his excellency the Japan- J 

ese minister for foreign affairs a dispatch in relation to certain regula~_ |



tions for the government of the Ogasawara Islands, situated to the _ : 
south of Niphon, and part of the Japanese Empire, copies of which __ 
dispatch, and a translation of the regulations transmitted with the | 
dispatch, I have the honor to inclose. (Inclosures Nos. 1 and 2.) a - 

- It seems to me important to note that by the first article, chapter , : 
_ 2, of the harbor regulations, foreign vessels may be permitted to enter - 

the ports of the islands, upon application to the -government office, _& 
--- subject, however, to the observance of the harbor regulations, and | 

-. to trial for violations thereof in the government office, and to fine in | 
 guch ease of not more than one hundred yen, to be exacted from the | i 

_ eaptain of the vessel. (See article 7, chapter II.) I beg leave, also, to: : 
- call attention to chapter III of the customs regulations, article 12, in oF 
_ which it is provided that offenses against the rules shall be tried in the | 

| government office, and a fine of not more than five hundred yen may — § 
be exacted from the offender. | Se oF 
Jn my opinion these provisions, in so far as they subject citizens of | 

| the United States to trial and judgment in Japanese tribunals for = — 
offenses against or violations of these regulations, are in contravention : 

of the sixth article of the treaty of 1858, and as such should not be per- . ot 
-.. mitted to be enforced. © | ce a ET 

Awaiting your instructions in the premises, I shall in the mean time- | : 
__ eall the attention of the foreign office to these provisions, and suggest. 
_ the propriety of sending any offending American citizens for trial to our | 

— eonsulsin Japan, ee OE , mos | 

| TT have, &e., - | ) 7 | | 
2 - | JNO. A. BINGHAM. | 

a - oe [Inclosure 1 in No. 457.) - - | | a - | oe ; 

OS Japanese minister (foreign affairs) to Mr. Bingham, El 

| . nr - FOREIGN OFFICE, TOKEI, | | 
_ | The 17th day, 10th month, the 9th year of Meiji. |  # 

a Str: I have the honor of informing your excellency that in view of the increasing 7 | 
| immigration into the Ogasawara Shima, a. group of islands. part of. our dependencies ' 
| lying to the southward of the empire, and of which a practical examination was made | —o- 
| by officers commissioned to that effect by my government last year, the eighth year: |  & 
_, Meiji, there will be established there a government office and-officers sent there to | | 
| surpervise the affairs of the islands, conforming themselves to the regulations of which. 
- _Lhave the honor to herewith forward to your excellency a copy of each set. | | 

-. -With respect and consideration, | pO cn  &£ 
| ee Se 7 _ TERASHIMA MUNENORI, ee | 
- ae His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s Minister for Foreign Affairs:, i 

| we hE ES /--* -[Inclosure 2 in No. 457.] eo 7 

OGASAWARA ISLANDS. oe a oF 
pe —  CHaprer T.—Island regulations. , aor: eo | 

ARTICLE 1. All the residents in the island, both permanent and transient, shall report: 
| tothe government office ow the island,‘and observe the island regulations.  — - 7 

ART. 2. Births, deaths, marriages, migrations, and returns to the island ‘shall all: | 
! be reported to the government office. | | : | ee | 

ART. 3. Land shall not be appropriated without permission obtained from the.gov-- __ 
ernment office; and when appropriated with such permission a title ‘shall be. given.. 7 

_ When any one wishes to buy or‘sell such land ‘he must report the transaction to the. 
government office and-request renewal of ‘titie.. | | | 

| ArT 4, Land newly cleared with the consent of the government office shall be given: : 
- to the clearer, and a certificate of ownership shall be granted. . oo - 

| ART. 5. Land already cleared:shall not be taxed for ten years from the present time,. OE 
and land newly cleared, or to be cleared,shall ‘not be taxed for ten years from the time : ot 

_ when brought under cultivation. After the expiration of the given time the matter: - |
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. f taxation will be decided according to the condition of the land... The title to land 
| ehall be forfeited if it is neglected (abandoned) for three years after being once 
| cleared. > - . a } oo ae - 

| | ART. 6. Proclamation will be made hereafter whenever additions are made to these 
| island regulations. | : : es : 

i. . | CuapTer II.—Harbor regulations. a 

| : ARTICLE 1. The captain of every native or foreign vessel, except men-of-war, shall, 
{0 ‘within twenty-four hours after casting anchor, report his country, name of his ship, _ 
| Oo his own name, tonnage of vessel, number of crew, name of port last sailed from, kind 
| and amount of cargo,.and the object of his voyage, to the government office and ob- 
| tain permission to remain in harbor. Co 
1 ArT. 2. While a native or foreign vessel remains in harbor it must obey the regula- 
| tions of the island and of the port, the customs regulations, and other regulations. _ 
| | ArT. 3. Harbor dues and ship dues will not, for the time, be exacted from foreign | 
| or native vessels. | — | ; 
| : ArT. 4. Dead bodies of men or beasts, stones, or light cargo must not be cast over- ) 
| ‘board in the harbor. . —_ | St | 
i _ Art. 5. If, when a foreign or native vessel atrives in port, there are persons on board _ 

who have the small-pox or other epidemic disease the usual quarantine flag must be : 
{ hoisted, and, till permission is obtained from the government office, no one will be ! 
| 7 allowed to go to another ship or go out.in a small boat or go ashore; and notice must - 

given beforehand to the officer who goes on. board on business, and measures taken to - 
i- prevent the spread of the disease. en ee ee | | 
i | _ Art. 6. A ship which wishes to leave the port must give notice twelve hours before- — | 

| ‘hand to the government office and obtain permission to set sail. | 
: _ » ART. 7. When any artidle of these regulations is violated. the offense shall be tried | 

| and estimated in the government office, and a fine of not more than one hundred yen 2 
| nor less than five yen be exacted from the captain of the ship. | | 

| | | _ CHAPTER III.—Customs regulations. . 2 

fo ARTICLE. 1. Whenever any one desires to export goods from this island, or import | 
Ce goods to it, or transfer goods to another vessel, he shall make request at the government = =—— 

office, and be inspected and treated according to the regulations at present observed in | | 
{ the custom-houses of the open ports of Japan (main-land). . eT ae | 
i ART. 2. Exports from and imports to this island shall be, for the present, duty free. | 

ART. 3. When the productions of this island are carried to Japan main-land in native | 
' “OT foreign vessels, they shall be duty free, but a permit to carry such goods must be 

obtained. SIL oe ees | ee ee | 
. ART. 4. When the productions of this island are carried back to the island from. 7 

| Japan main-land, in native or foreign vessels, a permit to carry back such goods must | 
| be obtained in like manner. : jee ee a . 

Art. 5. When the productions of the main-land are carried to the island in native or | 
| foreign vessels, the regular export duty must be deposited in the custom-house of the; | 
1 open port of the main-land, and a receipt for the goods carried to and landed on the 
, island obtained from the government office there located, and this receipt forwarded | 
| within six months to the custoin-house of the open port from whence the goods were - | 
| exported, whereupon the export duty deposited at first-in the custom-house will be re- | 
| turned. | . | 
‘ee Art. 6. When the productions of the mainland are carried back.from the island to the | 
| mainland in native or foreign vessels, the regular export duty must be deposited inthe = 
| government office there located, and a receipt for the goods carried back to and landed | 
| | at an open port of the mainland must be obtained from the custom-house there located J 
| and this receipt forwarded within six months to the government office on the island, : 
i. | whereupon the export duty deposited at first will be returned. : | — | 
| Art. 7. The productions of the mainland carried to the island shall be duty free; but - 
pe when re-exported from the island to foreign countries the regular export duty shall be 2 
|  «ollected in the island. | _ ee - | 

Art. 8. The productions of foreign countries when imported to the island shall, for 
| the present, be duty free; but when reshipped from the island to the mainland, the : 
to regular import duty shall be collected in the island. - . 
tO Art. 9. When foreign articles, imported to an open port of the mainland, are carried : 
| to this island, the import duty already paid on the mainland shall not therefore be re- : 
yo, turned. ee oo a 7 oe | a 
j : ArT. 10. It is not allowed to import opium into the island.. When itis secretly im- = 
; ported, or an attempt made to do so, the articles on hand shall be confiscated and a 

ine shall be exacted, according to the regulations in force in the open ports of the main- 
| and... | ae | 

; !
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- Art. 11. The duties to be paid or deposited in the island shall be according tothe  —_ E 
| tariff of imports and exports, for the time being, in force in the open portsof the main- —  -E 

- Jand.. When the invoiced value of, goods is thought to be below the true value, the ; 
official shall fix the true price and increase the amount of duty to be paid. If the cap- | 

. tain or owner dispute the price fixed, the goods shall be bought immediately by the | a 
~~ government office. | BO a oo - 

: ‘ArT. 12. Offenses against these rules shall be tried in the government office, and the | E 
gravity of the offense estimated, and a fine of not more than five hundred yen nor less ©  & 

_. than five yen be exacted from the offender. eer — a —  £§ 
Art. 13. Three months’ notice will be given in case these rales are amended or duties - , 

exacted. ee Be ee Ne op Ske ate | 

: | No. 185, 0 | re | 

oo opens _ Mr. Fish to Mr, Bingham. BS |G 

No. 262.] Oo (Res _. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, _~ |- 
ee Washington, December 20, 1876. aa | 

- §rr: [have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatches Nos. 457  #*; 
and 462, dated, respectively, 24th October and 9th November last, with | 

| inclosures, relating to the harbor and customs regulations for the Oga- | 
_ gawara (or Bonin) Islands, recently promulgated by the Japanese Gov- . 

- ernment, certain provisions of which you believe to be at variance with . .  — ff 
| the treaty of 1858 with Japan. | a . - | — | o- 

Article 7, chapter II, of the harbor regulations, and article 12, chapter OE 
III, of the customs regulations, which provide for the trialand punish- = —— 
ment by Japanese tribunals of violations of these regulations, seem to es 
be in conflict with the sixth article of the treaty of 1858, so far as they | 

- . may be calculated to subject citizens of the United States to trial and Ee 
—. condemnation by Japanese officers. | ae Cae rs | 
. Your course in suggesting to the foreign office the propriety of send- _ 

. ing offending Americans to our consuls in Japan for trial is approved. _ a | 
The regulations seem calculated to extend commercial and. trading 

facilities to our own as well as to the citizens of other powers, and may ——— § 
- be the means of opening a valuable opportunity of employment of capi- ] 

tal and of industry to our people. They are thus far to be regarded | | 
--with favor; but we should jealously guard the right of trial andof pun- | 

- ishment of our own citizens secured to them by the treaty. is OE 
— Itis hoped that you may induce the Japanese authorities to see the ~~ | 

| importance of opening the new trade contemplated, and, at the same © 4 
time, that the proposed subjecting of our citizens to trialand condem- —— | 
nation by a purely local or Japanese tribunal will be in conflict with the - , 
treaty, | | EO ene Ee 

- Tam,&, OL EE ES a Es | 
| | ee ee eee — HAMILTON FISH, | 

cee Sag Mg ns No. 186. _ | ee . El 

pe Mr. Bingham to Mr. Fish, | ) | | 

No. 484]. _ - LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, > | 
ee ee Toke, Japan, January 6,1877. (Received February 8.) | | 

Srp: I have the honor to inclose, for the information of the Depart- | 
- ment, duplicate copies of the fifth report of His Imperial Japanese Maj- EF 

esty’s postmaster-general, for the fiscal year ended June 30,1876. By  ~— ‘| 
oe  22FR | ee | Las |
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- _ this report it appears that the ordinary revenues of the postal depart- — 
ment for- the last fiscal year (exclusive of fines, &c.) were $595,201.83, 

| and the expenditures for the same year $713,244.19. This showsanin- 
) crease over the postal: revenues for the year ending June 30,1875,as 

-. -reported in my No. 325, of $146,674.41, with an increase of expenditure 
| _- of $118,655.36. The report also shows that there were letters, papers, 
| | &c., transmitted through the mails of Japan, in the last fiscal year, 

_ 80,162,615. The number of post-offices in the empire is 3,691. The ~ 
i _- number of letters, papers, &c., dispatched by foreign mails during the _ 
po Year was 182,874, and the number received 162,651. The deposits in’ _ 

a _ the post-office savings:banks for the year amounted to $33,825.75, and 
po certificates issued numbered 17,794. | oe , 
, _ It is worthy of notice that this report (page 21) shows that this -gov- 
| - ernment has established a mail steamship company, and has. turned .. 
L. | over to the company thirty-one steamships, and granted the company a_- 

_ subsidy of $250,000 per annum, and a loan of $810,000. It is also to — 
po be noted that the government “in order to train and educate officers in 

the mercantile-marine service,” grants $15,000 per annum tothe same 
Do | company for the maintenance of a marine school. == 

[also remark by the report (page 22) that during the year 1875, the __ 
co _Japanese-built vessels totally wrecked were 315, and that of foreign- 
po built ships under the Japanese flag there were only 8, and that the per- | 

ae sons drowned on the same were 114, wounded 4, and missing 35. Co 
poe Thave, &O, | | 

. Oo | Oo  . JNO. A. BINGHAM. | | 

7 oe NO TBI Ca 

| a | a Mr. Bingham to Mr. Fish. Ie 

| No, 494.) sSLEG ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = 
| | ees Tokei, Japan, January 16,1877. (Received February 19.) 

- _ Srp: There has recently been made by His Majesty the Emperor of 
po Japan, an order for the reduction of the internal taxes and public ex-- 

 penditure. Inclosed herewith are translations as published in the Japan 
|. Weekly Mail, Yokohama, of the 18th instant, in duplicate, of the noti- 
\ Co fications issued by his excellency Sanjé, prime minister, in obedience to 
| the Emperor’s order, and also copies of the imperial decrees. (Inclosurel.) 
foo The aggregate reduction of taxes thus ordered is estimated at $8,000,000 
-'.. -perannum. To reduce the expenditures correspondingly, some sixteen 
| --—s- thousand government employés have been dismissed, and the salaries of 
L the officials retained have been greatly reduced. This action of His ~~ 

_° Majesty is hailed by the people as evidence of his regard for their welfare, _ / 
DO 7 and has called forth, in the Japanese journals, much approving comment. | 

T inclose herewith.a translation from the Nichi-Nichi Shimbun of one of 
Po the articles on the subject. (Inclosure 2.) 7 | 
1 ae Thave,&e, © . JNO. A. BINGHAM, | 

| - . . a oe [Inclosure 1 in No. 494.] ne | . 4 : 

- — FExtract from the Japan Weekly Mail, January 13, 1877.] / 

i | OC Oe Notification Node 
| It is hereby made known that in accordance with the decree of His Imperial Majesty — | 
| | the Mikado, the land-tax throughout the country from and after this date is reduced | 
| to 24 per cent. on the value of the land. oo Be - a 

| Fe | a - — . ° SANJO SANEYOSHI, | 
1° a Oo ' oe Prime Minister.  - | 

—- Tox16, January 4, 1877. ee OS Oo :



| - JAPAN oo BBQ 

ees ce |. IMPERIAL DECREE. SO oo 

Almost immediately after the restoration, duties of a novel nature, and. many need- oa : 
fal improvements, were undertaken by the government, both at home and abroad, ee 
which, necessarily, greatly increased the national expenditure. The burden of this - : 

_ . fell upon the people, and was hard to be borne, for which reason we ordered that the 7 if 

mode of taxation should be remodeled and settled at 3 per cent. on the value of the . oe 
land, thinking thus to afford relief to our people. But having recently visited vari- ~ | 

ous parts of our dominion, we have carefully observed the agricultural population, =f 
- and sympathizing with their condition, have determined to still. further reduce the q 

‘Jand-tax to 24 per cent. on the value of the land. We therefore order all officials to  . - 
get in accordance with our. will, and to be as economical as possible in the public ex- &§ 

| penditure. | . es ce oo — a £ 

JANUARY 4, 1877. * . es ot E 
a 7 | . oe 7 Notification No. 2.0. - rs = o£ 

_. His Imperial Majesty the Mikado having decreed that the land-tax should be re- oe E 
duced, and that as much economy.as possible should be observed in the expenditure, | oo E 
itis hereby declared that the tax for local purposes to be levied upon the people, as 

- made known by notification No. 272, issued in July, 1873, must not exceed one-tifth of — . E 
~- the amount of the iand-tax. . Pt oe en oe 

ce ce es  S$ANJO SANEYOSHI, — | 4 
Me oe : oo oe Prime Minister. .  &§ 
... Tox, January 44,1877, ee ee : - 

| | : -. [Inclosure 2 in No. 494.] ae | | LE 

- + + [Translation of extract from the Nichi-Nichi Shimbun, January 12,1877] UE 

| Some one has well said that in order to regulate expenses superfluous officers should  E 
. be discharged, and to do this, needless business should be stopped; and that without | : 

__- gtopping needless business the required regulation or adjustment of outlay cannot be. OE 
made. This saying is applicable to a casein hand. His Majesty the Emperor, solici-  _ ; 

~ tous for the welfare of his subjects, has, as the first governmental act of the'year, by his ~ _&£ 
proclamation, reduced the direct taxes one-sixth, and has directed all the officials to &- 
garry out his wishes by reducing needless expenses everywhere. The officials have all oe E 

-- obédiently accepted the mandate, and are now about to address themselves to the - - 
work of retrenchment; and we of the people regard the royal favor with profound feel- . ae : 
ings of gratitude, and look around to see where the work of retrenchment will begin. — - : 

| We have heard it said that by this act of the Emperor the amount paid into the . 

. finance department yearly will be reduced 8,000,000 yen ($8,000,000)... When this re- ee 

.- duction is made the amount paid out yearly by the finance department must be reduced a : 

7 correspondingly to make the outlay and income equal. But how to make the required _  - 
~ yeduction in outlay isa miost difficult question, which the officers of that department = =  —- J 

- must set themselves to solve. Doubtlessly the government long ago contemplated . = § 
- ~ making this reduction in expenses, and for years past has been conducting its affairs = = ff 

_. as economically as possible. a | oo 7 OO 

It is not for us to understand the purposes of the government thus early in making . | 

this reduction, yet-a variety of opinions are expressed by those who discuss the matter | | 

-_- publicly as to the manner in which it should be made. Some say the number of officials . 
should be reduced ;. others, that their salary should be reduced; others that the busi- 

| ‘ness of the departments and sections should be united; others that the fixed appro- | of 
_. priation of each department should be reduced, by which means, it is said, the reduc- a : 

-. . tion of 8,000,000 yen could be made without difficulty.. True, we know the reduction «©  - 
gould, indeed, be made in the manner indicated, but we do not know whether or not UE 

: the object of making the reduction would be thereby attained. The reduction of ex- = = sd 

7 penses without regard. to whether the business of the government is carried on or not, = = = = ff 

fs not economy, but niggardliness, and to stop the business of the government through  &- 

-niggardliness is certainly not the object of the reduction. : oo - oO ; 
In regulating the expenses of the government the ordinary economist easily falls into | . 

. + the mistake of the old Taicoon’s government by undertaking first of all to reduce ex- .. | 

 .penses by dismissing men from service. Then, whenever an order was issued to econ- 7 | 
-. 9mize, the officers dismissed were seen to knit their brows and ask one another in dis- / 

_ tress, “ Why does our lord so love to economize?” “Why doeshe bring ustosuchacon- = = = =—— 
| dition that parents and children, husbands and wives, must be separated?’ Do those © : 
| who advocate this kind of reduction now propose to follow this bad precedent? If , o£ 
| the officials are too numerous now, as they were in the time of the Taicoon, this is the ee | 

fault of those who at first created superfluous offices and filled them, and not the fault | : 
_ of those who now fill those offices. BO - ae EE 
_ Jf for the purpose of reducing the number any one proposes from this time to give = =. = § 

. the work to one man which has hitherto been performed by two men, this will be LE
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7 either to make one man do two men’s work hereafter, or to admit that hitherto two. | 
nen did only one man’s work ; and whose fault is this? | : | : . 

But even admitting that. the number of officials could be reduced by dismission with- 
po out difficulty, to do this without a fixed rule to regulate their multiplication hereafter 

| would be like driving away flies from food, which would return again quickly in equal 
, - numbers. The number of officials when thus diminished, would be restored to what it 

7 was at first, before the expiration of a year, or else some compensating change would — 
i be made in their rank and pay. Is not this what we havealready actually seen ?. Hence, 

though it seems reasonable that a reduction should be made by reducing the number 
| of officials and appropriating their pay, when this is done without regard to the busi- 

ness that must be carried on, the object of the reduction will not be attained. oo 
_ To unite the bureaus is regarded by some as the best thing to do. Butonly aslight | 

| saving in expenses and in the number of officers employed would be effected by unit- 
\ _. ingthem. If an excessive reduction were made, time and experience would show | 
| that much necessary business must remain untransacted. The same reasoning holds 

oo good with respect to. the reduction of the fixed allowance of the departments. If 
the reduction is made without regard to the business to be done, doubtless a reduc- 

' tion of not a tenth only but of a half or two-thirds even could be made; but it is not 
L to be expected that as much business can be done this year with 1,000,000 yen as was 

. done last year with 2,000,000. It is necessary to make a distinction as to the impor- 
ho tance of the business to be transacted; and whoever undertakes, without doing this, 
| . te make the reduction by uniting the bureaus or by diminishing the allowance of the 

departments, will not attain the object for which the reduction is made. _ - 
1 . The proper way in making the required reduction would be to distinguish between _ 
| the business which is necessary and that which is not urgent, and not confound the 
| two. The allowance of the army is fixed at 7,250,000 yen, because this amount is actu-- __ 
| ally needéd to meet the expenses of the military operations. When a reduction of 
|. 1,250,000 yen is made in this, so that the whole allowance is 6,000,000 yen a year, how 

will the necessary business be carried. on? But the state of things is different when : 
the right distinction is made between necessary business and that which is not urgent. - 
Let the amount of the allowance be considered afterward. First of all,inquire what __ 

’ military service is necessary and what not necessary: ‘The service of infantry and | 
| _ artillery is absolutely indispensable. = = 8 . o 7 . oo 
: _ Works requiring five years for completion might be prolonged for ten years, and thus | 

a half of the yearly expenses be saved. .The erection of fortifications for the protec- 
| _ tion of the coast requiring ten years for their completion might be stopped entirely, 

-and the coast be protected by men-of-war. This would give three kinds of service: | 
: first, necessary service, admitting of no reduction being made; second, business which | | 
| might be prolonged; third, that which, not being urgent, might be stopped for the | 
, present. When this distinction is rightly made, the allowances will diminish of them- | 
foo. . selves. Bureaus and offices. will be united naturally,.and the number of officials will 
| a ~ be reduced naturally in consequence ; and, in fine, the real object of the reduction will | 

| . be attained ; and we hope soon to see the government attain this end without. inter- | 
fo rupt‘ng any business necessary to be carried on. a a | 7 
| | The department of religion and the Reishicro, or prefecture of police, have been abol- ) 

| ished, and their business will be transacted in the Naimusho (department of interior), , 

. . . , . | , | 

| , _ : : | | Original | Reduced | 
Oo . Departments. | | amount. amount. | 

| Yen. | Yen. - 
Sei-In .. 2. cee ec eee ee ee cece cece cece cece ee ceee nee! 494, 000° 300,000 

: Genro-In ... 202 ccec cess cee eee cose cece secs sescseeecseesces| 207,000) 150,000 - | 
| Gaimusho . 2.2. oe ek ee ee ee eee eee ce eee eee! 185,600 |  — 180, 000 
to Diplomatic service, &¢ ....-..----. 22-222 eee eee teen eee) 548,300 | 500,000 

| 7 — Naimusho .... 2200 eee e cone ce cee tenn cece eee ee tec cee cece) 3,699, 812 2,520,000 
! Okurasho...2.. .eecce cece ee cece ee ce cece ee seeeeeeeeesteeee| 1,798,600 | 1,300,000 

| | CADMY 22. cceecccees ceeceeveccercerreeceteeeestacesencee! 7,250,000 | 6,000,000 
po NAVY 1. cone cee eee cee ee teen once eee e ween ee veceneenee| 3,049, 700 3,300,000 | 

| Education ...... 2.200.222 ce eee ceceee eee ceeeeeeseccee--++| 1,704,800 | 1,200,000 | 
| Public works. ....-....csccccceeserevecesecseresseseessee.| 4,900,000 | 3,000,000 | 
bo Imperial NOWSE o..2-ieeee senses seeeseensenererces ctenee sees] 316, OOO 280,000 s 

| Land-tax bureau..--.- 02.2. eee cece eee eee ee eee eee eee eee) 470,000) 150,000 
fe . Pohee Cobo cncc ec wbclbde tow ces concwe cnce woes ceeceecuscce cune| 1,195, 000 1, 000, 000 4 

| Kaitakushi ..--.+..---2+s22ss0ee seen secs eens ec eee ceee) 1, 995, 616 ! 1,525,660 

| The total reduction is 7,060,312 yen. The salary of officers has been diminished ac- | 
to. . cordingly. Those of the first and second class retain their present salary, and pay one- -
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“fifth as income-tax. ~ Those. of the third class, whose. salary is 280 yen a month, pay So ; 

one-tenth. Those of the fourth, fifth, sixth, and-seventh classés, whose monthly salary = : - 

is 200, 150, 100, and 80 yen, respectively, pay one-twentieth income-tax. The officials - UE 

of all the departments, from the feurth to the seventh rank, have been made first and | . 
second secretaries, and the hanninkan have all been made tohukan, of which order the | &£ 

highest receives 60 yen a month, the second 50, and the other inferior orders in pro- of 

portion. Besides the above, it is said that ten orders of subordinate officials, without . : 

. rank, have been retained. i ee : 7 | 7 a |  &§ 

| Mr, Bingham to Mr. Fish | oe | 

No. 495.] , LEGATION OF THE UnrTeD SraTes, = =  ~— 
| Tokei, Japan, January 18,1877. (Received February 19.) = = = § 

Sir: Referring to my No. 472, of date the 11th ultimo, in relation.to | 

the promised protection of American citizens and their rights on the t 

- Bonin Islands, I regret to say that it appears by. a complaint recently  —_ : 

made by a citizen of the United States to Mr. Van Buren, that his  &§ 

rights of property, and also those of other citizens of the United States _ a j 

in those islands, have been violated by Japanese officials. Ihave ad- _ 4 

- dressed a communication to his excellency Mr. Terashima on the — I 

— subject, in which I request him to protect our citizens in those islands . | 
in their rights of person and property. I have the honor to inclose : | 

~ _herewith a copy of the dispatch of the consul-general. transmitting the = J 

complaint of Mr. Nye, a copy of which is also inclosed, together with @ | 

copy of my dispatch to Mr. Terashima above referred to. (Inclosures &- 

1,2, and 3.) . oe 7 . | 

| I have, &c., | a - ee pe | : 
a ee JNO. A. BINGHAM. | 

. - [Inclosure 1 in No. 495.) an Ce a | : 

- | Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Bingham. | | Son | 

No. 2369.) | a | Unirep StTaTES ConsuLATE-GENERAL, es | 
i oe _ Kanagawa (Yokohama), Japan, January 16, 1877, an | 

- §rr: Herewith I have the honor to transmit to you a statement prepared by Capt. oe 

Crocker Nye, now in command of the Tamamura-Marn, of the Mitsu-Bishi M:S.S8.Com- | : OE 

pany, concerning certain property owned by himself and other American citizens at SE 

the Bonin Islands, and the alleged action taken in connection therewith by the Japanese  - 
- authorities in December last, for all of which I beg your careful consideration. | | _ = 

All the parties referred to as owners of the property are Americans. a a 

Captain Pease, as you are aware, is dead. | as ce _ os | 

| Tam, &c., a oe : es ae oo 

| a ce Os THOS. B. VAN BUREN. | : 

. | [Inclosure 2 in No. 495.] - ae | oe ~ . q 

an | ce Mr. Nye to Mr. Bingham. . | | | | 

Sir: I wish to call your attention to some proceedings on the part of the Japanese - ls | 
Government at Port Lloyd, Bonin Islands.. I am informed by good authority that the , 
Japanese who went down to the Bonin Islands, per Taikei-Maru, in. December, 1876, dE 

- landed and took possession of a place called Akei. This land was purchased by Ren- | 
jamin Pease, from a. Frenchman named Louis Lascelles, more than five yearsago. The  &£ 
deed was made out in his wife’s name, and the same is recorded in the United States , 

-  eonsulate, Yokohama. In the summer of 1873, I purchased the schooner Tori, for te 
$3,200 (Thomas S. Stevens owning one-half with me), and we formed a partnership, or — ee | 

- agreement, with Benjamin Pease and Metiah Jordan for the purpose of raising stock = | 
at Akei, we putting the price of the vessel against the land, and agreed that each. | 

- should hold one-quarter of the vessel and one-quarter of the land,and whatever profit = — &
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1. or loss should be shared in the same way. The same year we brought seventeen head: « 
too cf cattle from Ascension, in the schooner Tori, and placed them on Akei, and built a. 

| stock-yard to keep them in at night. There was a meeting in August or September,. _ 
| _--« 1874, to settle boundary of lands and other disputes, which were all settled, except one, 
i a by general consent ; the boundary of Akei on the north was called Ugly Gulch, and . 
fo | the southwest side of a large hill on which an outlook had been placed to watch the. 
| | _ cattle. This gave Akei a frontage on the water of over half a mile and extending © 
to back half-way over the island, widening as it extended back. The place has always. 
| or been in charge of one of the interested parties until Susan Pease (widow of Captain. 
' : _ Pease) was told to leave by the Japanese, and also requested the cattle to be taken 
| - ‘away, which was to be done when the Taikei-Maru left, as soon as weather permitted, 
a | as the cattle have to be made to swim around the headland and placed on other peo- 
‘a ple’s premises, and kept at our expense. I am also informed that the houseshave been 
| OO taken down and the banana-trees, which had cost a great deal of labor to plantand =‘. 

4 7 ‘bring into*bearing condition, some of the plants having been brought from Ascension. 
ae We had also planted about two hundred cocoa-nut trees. _ All the land around the har- - 

fo . bor of Port. Lloyd is held and improved. by some one, and tie Japanese could not have. 
f _, landing or a place to build unless they took land belonging to. those who held and: 
| OS improved it, and as they have taken Akei I pray that we may be compensated for our. 
i . - Joss,and for the expense we have incurred. We have always had to pay duty on all 
| shell and oil we have brought from the Bonin Islands, and to pay export duty on all 

| _..- lumber we took down for building purposes. I bavesome of the receipts now. Ihave = _ 
_ . @ power of attorney from Sgsan Pease to act for her. Thomas 8. Stevens, Metiah Jor- | 

\ dan, and myself are in the employ of the M. B. 8.8. Company. — a Oo - 
: . Yours, &c., | Oe | ve | - 

he | re re ee CROCKER NYE, - 

a oo oo . _. -  [Inelosure 3 in No. 495.] . 7 : : : 

oe . | Mr. Bingham to his excellency Terashima Ldunenori. ) oo oe 

No, 455. ] | Oo LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, a | 
| | | . i | -  Tokei, January 18, 1877. : 

: _ Sir: Iam in receipt of a communication from Thomas 3B, Van Buren, esq., the con-. 
fo sul-general of the United States at Kanagawa, wherein he informs me of acomplaint — 

' made to him by a citizen of the United States named Crocker.-Nye, who claims that = 
| certain property belonging to him and other citizens of the United States, and held by. 

| them-in the Ogasawara (Bonin) Islands, has been wrongfully taken and some of itde- ) 
_ stroyed by Japanese officials. I have the honor to inclose herewith for your excel- [ 

Roo lency’s information a copy of Mr. Nye’s statement and complaint. (See inelosure2.) 
po Referring to your excellency’s dispatch to me of date the 7th of December last I ob- | 
foo _ serve that your excellency was pleased to say therein that foreigners who haveowned | ~ 

. and improved lands in the islands for several years shall be secured in their property, , 
Jo _ and that no inhabitant of the islands will be molested in hisrights. |. ee , 
to | _ [trust that your excellency will direct that the citizens of the United States who ~~ 

| _ have been deprived of their property as stated may have the same restored tothem = 
| | _ and that the spoliation of their lands shall cease. _ . Coe 
\ . I have, &c., - a . a . | 

| | | | | | 7 JNO. A. BINGHAM. 

j | | a No. 189% re / 

po OC MM, Bingham to. Mr. Fish. oe Se 

No. 500.) - . LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, — 
be, | Tokei, Japan, January 30, 1877. (Received March 9.) 

F _, Sir: Herewith I have the honor to inclose for your information | 
| duplicate copies of the financial statement and estimates of the Govern- —__ 

| - - ment of Japan, from the 1st of July, 1876, to the Ist of July, 1877,as 
| published in the Tokié Times of the 27th instant, by order of his exeel- 
~. .- leney Sanjé Saneyoshi, His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s prime minister. : 
poe It will be observed by reference to the third table of estimated reve- — | 

nues for the current fiscal year that the estimated revenue from import — | 
|. and export. duties is only $1,762,554, and that the revenue from internal
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— taxation is estimated for the same year at $61,000,000 in round numbers, a | 

of which $46,556,743, is levied and- collected: bya. land-tax upon the | : 

people. Itis proper that I should say that foreigners engaged inthe = | 

various pursuits of trade in Japan pay no taxes upon their enormous ; 

gains or incomes, by virtue as they claim of the convention of 1866. | 

You will observe that the estimated expenditure of the current fiscal Ee 

year is $62,993,847, or within $2,000 of the estimated receipts. El 

| When I consider that during all our history the ordinary expenditures | 

of our own National Government have been collected from customs > | 

duties, to the great relief and advantage of our people, and thatnow, =  § 

with all the extraordinary expenditures upon us resultant from thelate . = {| 

rebellion, full one-half of our enormous revenue is derived from imposts, | 

I am confirmed in the opinion heretofore communicated to the Depart- = = =F 

ment, that this government ‘and its people should be released from the = § 

oppressive conditions of the convention of 1866, which deprives them 4 

of the privilege claimed by ourselves and by every other western power | 

of collecting reasonable revenues from foreign imports. | O08 &- 

—  -Thave, &., > Ube yer IE 

Bg TE JNO. A. BINGHAM.  —— JJ 

| —— a : - . oe | _ fInclosure.] . - wo Oo ; : 7 | 

Be . - [From the Tokié Times, January 27, 1877.] | 7 oo . - : - 

| THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND ESTIMATES. Dye eS 4 

nae oo Notification No. 12. 7 re 4 

Te - Oo To the In, Sho, Shi, Fu, Ken: | a oe | 

ot ‘It is hereby notified that the following tables of the revenues and. expenditures for oO ; 

the year between July of the 9th and June of the 10th year of Meiji, inclusive, have | 

-_-been presented by Okuma Shigenobu, minister of the finance department. | . F 
- | | . . _ SANJOSANEYOSHI, = ———— si 

| : Oo :  Daijo Daijin, Ef 

., 20th January, 10th year of Meiji. | a | , ae OE 

| According to annual custom, Okuma Shigenobu now presents the estimates for the : | 

-—_—-year from July of the 9th to June of the 10th year of Meiji. Atthe present time the = 45 

- -working of the alteration of the land-tax reduces, more or less, the year’s revenues, — OE 

- while, on the other hand, the expenditures on the whole are much increased, some = ~~ § 

 - few items, only, showing a diminution. Indeed, in comparison with past years, the OF 

expenditures. present a considerable augmentation, owing to large outlays for many — | 

‘hundred different purposes necessitated by the exigencies of the times. Our home pro- oo : 

_ ductions aré not. yet: sufficiently rich to meet these expenses, nor istrade in aprosper- =  & 

a ous condition. . So it is impossible to levy new duties to provide for them. And when | 

it is found that the revenues, which are necessarily limited, do not suffice to meet the fe | 

. expenditures, the difficulty must. be solved by equalizing them insome way. Tothis =  — . 

end I have prepared comparative tables showing the increase and decrease, as the case — _ 

| “may be, of the annual admitted expenses. of every public office, and the increase or - : 

: ‘diminution, also as the case may be, of the revenues of the current and the last finan- = ©... § 

-.. eial years. This has been done in order to show clearly the condition of the difference | 7 

‘between our annual revenues and expenditures. I forward this statement with the — OE 

| _- accompanying tables for the purposes of public convenience; and I respectfully ex- CE 

: press the hope that you will give the subject your serious consideration. | ee 

ae ee oh e : oo nn OKUMA SHIGENOBU, | oe | ft 

oo : vo | - ae mee Minister of the Finance Depariment. .— | S [ 

| To Sanj6 SANEYOSHI, - os, oe oe fal ee OE 

oe | Prime Minister. | a aa oe | 

fe a __ INTRODUCTION. — : Op ot 

en This budget for the 9th year of Meiji is compiled on information collated from mi- 

- nutely detailed accounts furnished by the various government offices. Before proceed- |  *& 

ing to the budget itself, I will briefly consider it in outline.. The method formerly | 

; followed in keeping the accounts of this department has lately undergone reform, and > - 

.. the system of foreign bookkeeping has been introduced, so that accurate records of Ff 

: the national revenues and expenditures may be preserved. In pursuance of this re-
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fo _ form, the accounts of the various taxes are separately kept in order to facilitate the fo transaction of business; and the entire estimates have been framed upon the new 
: model. , PO L The whole system of taxation throughout the empire has been thoroughly altered 
|: this year, and the holdings of land considerably modified. Hence, to what extent 

the land-tax is increased or diminished, is not yet apparent. But the estimates on this ee 
| subject have been calculated on the information furnished to the government from | every Fu and Ken. eT | - | | __ The taxes to be paid by druggists only coming into operation this year, the revenue , 

to be derived therefrom has been estimated very roughly. | . | foo _ The expenses of maintaining the imperial palace and providing pensions for members © : To. of the imperial family, have hitherto been supplied out of the sums set apart for the 
imperial household. But from this year forth they will be separately allowed for. | 

: Comparison of the expenditures of all departments for the current, with those of 1 the previous, year, will easily show how the increase or decrease apparent may be ac- 
1 connted for. Thus, it is evident that the business of the home department (Naimu- | | _ sho) has been greatly extended; the number of people in the Rikugunsho, (war office), | t the vessels of war and the sailors at the disposal of the Kaigunsho (navy department) 
i much increased, while the mines-of the Kobusho, the stamp office of this department, | | the provincial Saibanshos, and the land-tax office have all required extensive additions . i to their staffs. Further, the police, public works, and the necessity of making new and | po, repairing old dikes have involved much increased outlay. _ Soe a to . The cost of construction of the new imperial palace is estimated at about one mil- 
co _ lion yen. The work will be commenced this year and finished within five years. The ) 

amount required this year for this special purpose is shown in its proper place in i : the table of expenditures. Ge FEB eee | a a An amount provided for contingencies, some other items, and especially one provid- | 
| ing for loans to the people will be found in the table. The reason of the reduction in | 

the amount paid on the debt owing to the country is, that pensions returned, and | | ; _ moneys to defray domestic debts owing to the government, are funded. An increased : po sum has been paid toward the reduction of the foreign debt of the country. I now | 
| hasten to submit the following estimates showing the increase and decrease in the | poe several items of the annual revenues and expenditures, _ _ | ) 

; _ Comparative tables of the revenues and expenditures for the eighth and ninth years of Meiji, 
1 | showing the increase or decrease in the several items. — wo faa , 
- _ Tasie I.—Revenues. — Do . | 

| | So | - | a | _ Difference. ! 
i | Source. | | Ninth year. ‘Eighth year. : } 
| BS oo | non . Increase. | Decrease. . : 

| a | Yen. Yen. - Yen. | Yen. } 
+ Customs ...--.--..-.----2..2-2..| 1,762,554 | 1,744,887 | | 17,717 |..--.. 2 ee. - Land-tax 22.22.2202. 0222 2s02-0:| 46,556, 743 | 51) 505,967 |...--.....-.| 4,949, 224 : 
fo Mining-tax..... 2.2.2.2... 02. eee 11, 055 10, 464 | “O91 |..-2.. wee. 2 | Tax on official incomes........... 93, 575 — 108, 285 | ..-.2. 22... 14,710 , |: Tax on hereditary and other pen- - . 7 
- oO SIONS....-....-..--------------| 2,198,914 | 2,267,810 |:----. ee) 68,896 
1 Tax on productions of the north- . | eee _ _ . ern provinces....-..---.--22---| 370,592 | 437,485 |..---..22.../ 66, 893 3 
{| Taxes collected in the Riu Kiu Han 34, 925 |. 50, 744 |... eee, 15, 819 2 | Tax on sake.....-...---.---...-.| 2,373,859 | 1, 613, 083 760,776 | ....0. 2-5-2. a 
] | Tax on tobacco...2.......-22 225. 039,948 | 100, 000 439, 948 |..-.....2--. | 
| Stamp-tax on legal documents - -. 931,881 | 534,917 |...-2-.-----| 8, 086 

 Postage-stamps..............-... 652, 884 570, 000 82, 884 |..--22 veeene | 
| | Other stamp-taxes...-..2..2..222. 523, 583 571,418 |...--..----. 47, 830 | | Miscellaneous ..-.....2.--...-2-. 804,366) 482,905 | 821, 461 |-----. 2 eee me 
Lo _ Income derived from mines....../ 1, 212, 825 548,314 . 664,511 [te ecee eee eee : 
| Income derived from railways...- 692,967 | 691,019 1,943 j.--eceeeeeee 

| ' Income derived from telegraphs. . 163,858 |. 152,143 11,715 er 
| Income derived from various facie | . - | L. | _ manufactures ..........-...... 389,710 | 450,277 |..--2..-----) 64, 567 | | | _ Income derived from ming .222221) 770,800 | 675, 240 95,560 |..e 22+ seen ) | Sales of government property... 692, 772 ! 968, 956 |...-...-222./ 276, 184 | 

Rent of government lands and | | a fo buildings ........22..222c...-5/ 139,718 | 145, 668 |. een 5, 955 :
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| - Comparative tables of the revenues and expenditures, §c.—Continued. Q q 

| ee | . fe Difference. | q 

| Source. _ | Ninth year. | Eighth year. | E 

i : os : a Increase. | Decrease. : oo - 

oo : t.> Yen. |. Yen. Yen. | Yen. | I 

- Income derived from forests ...... 129, 769 867, 270 | ..2 2. wee nee] 237, 501 os : 

| Miscellaneous revenues not de- | | iP | | : UE 

ete rived from taxes. ....-.-..------| 1,026,849 | 1,553,736 |...--..-----) 526, 887 — | &§ 

. Repayment of debts due to gov-. eS | : a : 
ernment ...2.--.--eeeeeeeree--| 1,325,496 | 3,037,728) -.--.-.----| 1,712, 282  - 

/ - .. Total estimated revenues -.| 62,995, 643 |. 68,585,266 |..----..-+--) 5, 592, 623 _ ae 

So | TasBie I].—Expenditures. ors re ee | 

| So OBJECT. | fo oo , - | - : : 

: Reduction of national debt... ..-.| 5,551,447 | 4,345,655 | 1,205,792 |..--..------  &§ 

Imperial expenditure and pay- | | fp | . 7 | a | F 

ments tothe Emperor’srelations.; 827, 500 727,500 | 100,000 |........--.. | | i 

- Pensions for meritorious services, . a | es 

- ghrines, and temples...-..-....| 17,705, 377 | 17, €05, 366 |....-..----- 99, 989 oe 

Sei In... 2 eo. eee wee eee eee eee 494, 000 ~ 400, 000 | 94,000 |........---. : 

Genro In... .... eee ee ee ee ee 207, 000 200, 000 7,000 |...-...----- as 

. Kuaigi In....---. ..-- eee eee ee 80, 000 © 30,000 |... 122 ee nee) ee-- ee eee eee | : 

- -Foreign department -.....-..----)| 185, 600 170, 000 15,600 |..2.-. 2.6.6. ' : 

- Home department....---..--.---) 3,699,812 | 2,300,000 | 1,399,812 |.-..--..---- 

- Finance department.....-..---.-) 1,798,600 | 1,604, 600 194, 000 |...-....-.-. : of 

‘War department.....--.---------|. 7,250,000 | 6,950, 000— 300,000 |..---..---6- esi 

Navy department....--..---.----| 3,549,700 | 2,700,000 | 849,700 |..---.-----5 | oo - 
Educational department .-......-) 1,704,800 | 1,700,000 | + 4,800 |...--------2 : 

Department of religion .....----.| 73, 000 70, 000 8,000 |..2... eee eee - 
- Public works department..-..---; 4,900,000 | 4,750,000 | 150,000 |..-:-..----- © ss 

| Judiciary department ....-.-----| 1,420,500 | 1,250, 000 170,500 | ..---2----- 4 
, Imperial household....-...---.--; 316,000 | 222, 500 93,500. |... 22 ewe ee a : 

Colonization department......-..| 1,905,660 | 1,799,716 (105, 944 |..-.-...---- | 

- -Land-tax: bureau .......---.----.! 471, 000. 48; 000 423, 000 |...--------- OE 

. . The three Fu. ...-.. 22-2. - ee eee 5d2, 520 553,608 |....2.......) 101, 088 - ! 
The Ken .......-2-.------2------| 3,709,980 | 3,746,392 |....-. ..---- 36, 412 | 

- Police department ....-..----.---| 1,195,000 | 1,000,000 | 195,000 |.-.--..----. an | 
- Local police...--. .------.------- 750, 000 600,000 | 150; 000 |..---..----- ft 

Shrines ...... 0.222. -- 2 ee eee ee ee 220, 000 220,000 | csc case ee |. cee ee eee |  O§ 
---- Repairs and constructions in Fu. 8 | |  «- 

. - and Ken .....-..--...-----+---| 1,639,000 | 1,370, 000 269,000 |....-.------ i“ 
: _ Legations and consulates in for- | .- SL 7 Sb | : 

eign countries ..---. ..---.- +... 548, 300 515, 000) 33,300. )..---2.------ 
- -.. Miscellaneous expenditures ...... 559,051 | 6,920,169 |... ..22..26) «©6, 361,118. | | 

_. Loans by the government.....-.. 500, 000 1,500,000 |..2......2-./ 1,000,000 Ef 

-. ‘Reserved fund for contingencies..| 1,330,000 | 5,000,000 |.........--. 3, 670, 000 we | 

oe | Total estimated expenses...! 62, 993, 847 | 68,498,506 |.-......-..-) 5, 504, 659 | 

- In the foregoing table the revenues and expenditures for the eighth and ninth years : 
of Meiji are compared and the amounts are arrived at by careful calculation. — In some 

: particulars the ninth year shows an increase over the preceding year, and in others oe 
. _ the reverse is the case. In both revenues and expenditures we bave a perceptible de- o£ 

grease. With reference to the amount lent to the people (described in the table asloans I 
-. by the government) I have given an explanation in my introduction, and the large de-  *£ 

| crease in other items of expenditure is also explained, as is the very large increase — : 
in the expenditures for the local governments. As already said, m this table the oe 
eighth and ninth years of Meiji are compared. The reason why the seventh year is | 
not included in the comparison is, that its accounts have not yet been accurately com- TE 

| . piled. In future years I will show the estimates for the then current year in com- 
parison with the revenues and expenditures of former years, indicating the increase — : 

;. and decrease in the various items. _ - oe a >
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i _. Tasre IL—Estimated revenues of the year, from the 7th. month of the 9th, to the 6th month 
! ES ee . Of the 10th, year of Meiji, a 

‘I. Duties of the first class. .2. 2.20. cece feel ee eee eee cee eee eee eee yon 1, 762,554 © 
: Customs imports and export dues -...........-.-.---. 1)717,847 oo 

. eo Yokohama ...-....-...-.-..-2-...---. yen 1,236, 607. ee 
t | Kobe 2.2... e200 peewee cee eee eee ee eee ee ee 312, 2329 oo OS 

Po be (Osaka 2.2... 2.2. cece eee ee cece ce eee eeee ~~ 34,972 Do - 
eo Nagasaki ... 0.220. 022. eee ee eee ee 115,270 ne 

i 7 — Niigata i222... eee ee ec eee ee 466, - Ds 
1 oe Hakodate -..-.-.22-22...2...----.2------ 18,800 | - — - 

: : Miscellaneous customs revenues........---...---0---- 44,707 7 Ce 
oe - Yokohama ...... 2-2. .e-eee eee eee ee cee 22,869 7 re 

| _ Osaka .. 2.02. ce cee cece cee cee cece ce eee == 2,508 | a a 
ne a -Nagasaki ...22. --2-.. ee eee eee ee ee eee ee 9, 7500 7 : a 

Lo. Niigata ..2. 22. ee eee cee eee eee ee cower eee B88 7 oo 
jo Hakodate . 22.2.0 ee ee ee ee ce eee 1,189 © ee Loo: 

fo _ II. Duties of the second class... 22. 6... 2c cece cee cece ween eee ce eens #49, 265,2804 
| . . —  Pand-tax 2... cee cece eee eee eee eee eee eee 46,556,743 a 
to es Miming-tax 2 lee. eee cee eee tee eee eee cc eee 14,055 
po , Tax on official salaries.... 2.2.2... --0. 0-ee eee eee — . 9B, 575 ~ Co 
| a Tax on incomes of nobles and gentry and pensions .. 2,198,914 . oo 
- oS Tax on Hokkaido products..-22. 22.0... cose. ene eee 37, 592 - a 
- , Income derived.from Riu Kiu.... 2.22.22... 2222 eee 34,925 | | oO 

co III. Duties of the third class ...22. 2.2.0... eke cece cee ee cece eee cece 5,426,526 | 
: Duty on sake 220. ee eee ee eee ewe eee ceeeee = 2,373,859 | 
fo Duty on tobacco ....-. 22-2. ee eee cee eee cee ene nee, 539,948 ' oe 
- : — Stamp duty .-- ee eee ees cee cee ce tenes 531, 881 oe oe 
fo . _ . Postage-stamps .... 22.0 ee eee eee ee cee ee cece eeees = 652,884 oe 
Be Tax on ruled paper for petitions, &e ...2.......-.-. 302,474 So 
poo. _ Lawyers’ license-fees -... 2.2. ..c cece ene eeeeee eee 79,500 ee 
fo | | Stamps on silk-worm-egg cards, &c ......2--...---- 118,356 | od 
i . OC Stamps for raw and filature silk, &c...... 2... ...--- 21,492 oe 
po Filature-licenses ........2...02-0seceee ceceeeeeeeee 1,766 a 
i Ship-licenses -...-. 0... 2.0. eee ee eee eee e eens ewes. = 128, 641 es | 
ho | '  - Cart-licenses ...22. 0.022. eee eee ete ee eee eee = 200,000 © en 
| | . Trading-company licenses.......0.. 000. se eeee cence 200,000, - | 
| So . Shooting-licenses...... 0.2... 0.222. beeen eee e eens OAT,BTB 
| | Horse and cattle licenses -..-2.22.. 00-22-22 cece eee 62,024 
1 - Weights andl MCASUIES. ..2. 2... e ee eee eee eee teeeee = O8IT4 a 
| | _  Copyright-fees 2.2... cee ee eee cece eek eee cee 4, 026 DUE 
fos Passports ..2. 00. coos eke eee ee eee ee eee eens 89280 oe 
| o - Druggists’ licenses 2.2... 2-20. ee ee eee bee eee cee 150, 000 eo 

r : IV. Duties of the fourth class: Lo | - | _ SO | 
4 Revenue from public works ...--. 222.0522 22 eee eee eee ee eee es = 2,455, 360° 

| Mining department............ 22-2 .--20.0 eee eee eee) 1,212,825, : | 
ic Railways 2.2... 2.22. eee cee wee eee wee eens 692, 967 a a 
| | Telegraphs .... 0... 0-2. 22-2 cece cee cee eee ee eee, 163, 858 - ae 
| : _ Tron-works.... 2.2.22. 022. ee een cee we wen cee wee 200, 200 | | : 
i Oe Filatures .... 02. ce cece cee cee eee we meee eee e enon 38, 000 oa | | 
| Oe PYINtiNg 0.2.2. cewek eee cee red eee ween wees eee 20, 510 | 7 — 
PO Dock-yards.... 02.22. 02-2 -e cece coe cece eee eeeees => 127,000 a 
| a | Vi. Mint. 22. oie cee ce ccc cn cece ce cece ee ccc sncccetecccccacese = 770,800 
To _. VIE. Revenue derived from government property wo ee cane cee ees cee ces. : 962, 204 : 
| | Sales of government property --.... .--2-..---06---- 692, 772 | : 
fo oO Rents of government lands and houses -............. 139,718 
i - _- - - Income derived from forests...... 0.2.5. cueeee veeeee 129, 769 wo — 

fo VII. Miscellaneous revenues...... --2. 22 eee ee ee eee ewe cece cree eens = 1,026, 849. - 
| VIII. Repayment of moneys due to the government ..........---------- 1,325,496 _- , 
1 oy —-- Sundry debts.-.. 222. ee eee eee ce eee cee eee 791, 910 , ae 
| Refund of loans made to Imperial Princes Kuwazoku. — , 
| and Shizoku 222. oe lee cee eee See eee eee eee | 425,042 oat, 
| - _ Refund of loans to Daimios -... 2... 222. -220,.000 0-2. 108, 544 . ; 7 

i oe © Total .. eee eee cece nee cee cece ne cece ee cet ceewesceceeecscees 62,995,643 0 
: * There appears to be an error in the addition of this total. The several details amount, if correctly — 
: a . given, to yen 48,922,804. -
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es a Pasie [V.—LEstimated expenditures. - ee 

__- I. Reduction of national debt.--1 .2 +22... +. 20 sees ence eee ree sone VON 5, SOL, 447 7 : 

7 ~ Domestic debt... - 2. cece cee cece cece cece cere ee eens yen 3, 736, 819 . : - 

. Capital 22.2 cee eee eee eee bee eee 1,833,152  &£ 

2 Inberest.. 2 -. pene cee eee eee eee eee 1,908,667 =. - , 

: Foreign debt..-....----- een cee eee ete cee cree teers 1,814,628 a 

- Capital ..2. 220. 2-2 ee eee eee eee eee | 756, 180 oe ee o : 

| ~ Interest... .--. sean eee w en wee e eee eee eee ~1,049,420 2. . oO | -E 

Commission... -2. .--e-e eee ee wees eee 9,028 so ee ££ 

oe II. Income of the Mikado and his family .....--- s-+- +--+ cece cere cere | 827, 500 | | } 

ae ‘III. Pensions to Kuwa-shizoku, shrines and temples. .-.---..----+------ | 17,705,377 — 

— ~. Pensions to Kuwa-shizoku. ....+-.+------ pecceeecee. 17,517,453 ft 

? Shrines and temples ....-- .----- ---+-+eeee eee eee ‘187,924 2 | | | 

oe IV. Expenditures of In, Sho, Shi, and Kioku...--+.-+--+5----+--7+ +70. 28,005,672 | 

Cot Tn. ne ne ceee eccnee cecccececnceeccceceesscecse | 494, 000 | 

oo  s Genro Ln iil. eee en cece cee ee cece tenner en eee 207, 000 | . : 4 

oo  Kuaigi I oc e ene nee eee ee eee ence ere ee teen tees 30,000 | oe | - 

Foreign department --..-.-+ +--+ ---+--2eee rere wee. -:185,600° : P 

os - Home department --..---------- 2-22 ee cee eee eee 3,699,812 &§ 

ar Finance department..2. 2. ..-2- 20. eee eee cee ce eee 1,798, 600 . . E 

Coy War department ...-.- 2.2 --- eee eee ene eee ee ee eee 7,250,000 © ©... § 

ee Navy department...-....2.. ceeeee eee ee reece eee neee | 3, 549, 700 oe | : 

ee - Educational department... ... .2---+ 02+ eee eee cee eee 1, 704, 800 OE 

| Religious department ......--2-2+-----eneeneeeeeeee © 73, 000 , : 

| oe Public works department... 2... .-2-20------2----+ 4,900, 000 es | 

fH Sydicial department... --.. caceee oe ee eee eee eee 1,420,500 | | | 

ee Imperial household department. ....+---------+-2--- — 316, 000 . OE 

oo - Colonization department..-...------+----++ ees eee 1; 905, 660 | oo | | q 

Land-office..- c+ .-cece coccee cone eden eeceeceececene 471,000 ae ; 

VY Fu and Ken 2 eon cone cen e ce eee pe eee cerns cece ee ene cece eeees 4, 162, 506 : 

PE The three Fu......---- pee eee ee ee ce eee tet eens 452,520 : i 

: + Phe thirty-five Ken... .....--. 2. ee 22 eee eee ee eee 3,709,980 | | | 

oo, WI. Prefecture of police. ....-..----+ -- ee ee ne eee eee cee cere terres 1, 945, 000 

BO Police department....--.--. .--ee-eeee were cece eee) 1,195,000 | Oo N of 

oo / ' Two Fu and thirty-five Ken....-...---5 e202 eee eee 750, 000. : — 

MYT, Shrines 2.22222 22 ce eee cee ee pene rene eee en cee e cece eee cere r ete (220,000 sid 

| - Shinto priests...--- ---. 2-2-2 eee eee ee cee tee eee 15, 000 oe # 

ee Government and country shrines.....- - eecesecceeee 205,000 © — E 

7 VIII. Erecting and repairing dikes in Fu and Ken ..ceee- enee ceceeeseeeee = 1,639, 000 OE 

po -. Brecting 022-22. eee nee cece cee ee ce eee cere ene 239,000 - Se : 

—. Repairs .. 2... 22. eee eee cee ee eee nee eee eee 1, 400, 000 . Se, ft 

a IX. Legations and consulates in foreign countries. ..--.+----+--+-++--- 548, 300 | : 

: -..- -X, Miscellaneous expenditures .-..--...----+++-- wececewceececceeveee 1,059, 054 | : 

co -... Annual proportion of total sum for building imperial =~ | : 

oT | palace ee. ee eee cee eee cee cnn eee eee cere eee 100, 000 - 2 € 

pe Loans for relief and promotion of industry....------ 500, 000 , Fo 

: Sundries... 22. 62-2. een ee eee eee eee serene 459,051 - - | 

- XT. Sum reserved for contingencies... +... 2.22. ---+s-eee eee wieeseee-- 1,330, 000 Co 

a Total ..--cccccecececcccecces cecete cone reccen cece tecesesceesceses 62,993,847 | 

. Showing an excess of yen 1,796 of revenues over expenditures. ae | &- 

: : | | --. . NATIONAL LIABILITIES. | : : hy no 7 

a —  Homedebt. © | re 

| “Bearing interest. ...-2. 0.222. cece ee eee ce cee eee eee ee eee eee en YOU 30, 682, 150. 00. 00 UE 

; - At4 per cent. per anDUM ...... 2-0 ee eee s+ +e eee YOR 11, 801, 750 ae on ; 

po At 6 per cent. per annum ....2. cee ee eee eee eee ees 9,238,950 | 

po At 8 per cent. per annuM .....2.--- cone ee eeeeseeeee 16,641,850 oe | it 

‘Without interest 2.2. .c+cae ceee eee ceccce ceccee ceucccecscscsecsee 10,032,720. 00, 00: | 

| - Paper-money in circulation .. 1... ..-22. 22 she eee ce eee eee eee eee 94,054, 731..06.50 | 

| : © Total 222. 2 eee ce ewe ee cee cece cence ene ne neces te ecee 134, 769,601.06.50 — : 

._,,_- Showing an increase of yen 8,347,162.95.1 over the corresponding _ a A 

- - Hiabilities for the 8th year of Meiji. he a ve 
‘Phe sum‘ of yen 637,141.78 has been repaid during the current = 

oe financial year, being yen 406,013.80.2 of new and yen 231,127.97.8 of : TS , | 

old indebtedness. Paper-money to the extent of yen 749,088.17 has *. ne 

Bo been withdrawn from circulation. a ee | | eS



po B48 | FOREIGN RELATIONS. oe | 

1 | a wed, - | | Foreign debt. ; - - Se e | | | 
| a! Ay) wees cece cone eee enee---- yen 14, 155, 123. 20.00 - | 
: Bearing interest at 9 per cent. per annum. ...... yen 2, 928, (00. 00 - 

+ At 7 per cent. per ANDUM -2+4 eee eee nee senses eee 11, 227, 123.20. — Be 

. . Total domestic and foreign debts...........-... ween eeee ---e 148, 924, 724, 26, 50 

| | - Reserve fund for contingencies........ 022.02 ceeeeeeee ceccee eens 28, 341, 416. 00: 00 | 
\ Out of this latter sum, yen 72,775 is reserved for contingencies in government o ffices : 

and yen 9,382,485 for possible loans. os Oo oy | 

po ee NON, 
| he, Bingham to Mr. Fish. pe oO 

| No. 502.) 2 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = 
| _ a Lokei, Japan, February 9,1877. (Received March 9.) 2 
_.  .. _Srr: On the 1st instant, upon the invitation of His Majesty the 
: _ Emperor, I proceeded with my colleagues to Kidto to be present atthe 
a opening of the recently constructed railway between that ancient capital 7 

of Japan and Kobe, a distance of about fifty-five miles. On the 5th a 
: instant His Majesty, attended by the officials of his court, visited the 2 
| railway and passed over it, stopping at the stations in Kobe, Osaca, and ) 

: - Kioto, and in the presence of the governors of each city, of the officials | 
of the imperial court, of the foreign representatives accredited to Japan, 

}. and of immense numbers of the people of J apan, declared the railway . 
‘open for travel hereafter and for the transportation of merchandise. — 

_ On this occasion the foreign representatives, through Sir Harry S. 
, _ Parkes, presented a congratulatory address to the Emperor, a copy of : 

which, with the Emperor’s reply, I shall forward as soon as I shall have 4 
received thesame. 2 Bo de Ee Se 2 

po It was very apparent that the people of Japan retain much of the old- - 
| | time reverence for His Majesty the Tenno, as their rightful sovereign. 
| I have only to add that I was absent on this duty but eight days,dur- 
|... ing which time I was within telegraphic communication with the lega- 

tion, which was open from day to day, Mr. Stevens remaining in Tokei. 
Poo I have, &c., | ee 2 

, | ma  - JNO. A. BINGHAM. | : 

—_ Mr, Fish to Mr. Bingham. ee 
No. 276.] | : DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Coe | 

i : : Oo Washington, February 23, 1877. oS 
Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch, No: 495, | 

dated 18th January last. It relates to the violation by Japanese | 
officials of the property-rights of certain citizens of the United ‘States | | 

i - who are residing in the Bonin Islands. It would seem from the state-_ . 
_, ment of Mr. Crocker Nye, a copy of which is transmitted with your — : 
;. . dispatch, that this is a case calling for prompt reparation by the govern- _ 
' - ment of the acts of the Japanese officials on the islands. Your note to 2 
i _ Mr. Terashima is approved, and you will continue to give careful atten- | 
|. tion to the case. a So ee | oe _ 
fo / am, &c., Oo _ ~ HAMILTON FISH. ot
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i | Mr, Bingham to Mr. Fish UE 

No. 507.] ss UEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, a 
- - ". Tokei, Japan, February 23,1877. (Received March 26.) . J 

- §rr: Referring to my No. 503, of date the 9th instant, in relation to | 
the reported insurrection in the province of Kagoshima (Satsuma)inthe 

| south of this empire, I have the honor to acquaint you thaton the19th 

instant His Excellency Iwakura Tomomi, His Imperial JapaneseMa- = ff 
jesty’s acting prime minister, issued a proclamation to the effect that | 
certain insurgents of Kagoshima Ken had lawlessly invaded Kumamoto ' 

Ken by arms, wherefore an imperial order had issued to Prince Ari- | f 

- gagowa to suppress the insurgents by His Majesty’s forces. By the same _ | 
-__ proclamation the several Fu, Ken, and She are ordered to take measures | 

to prevent the escape of the insurgents into the various provinces of the t 

Should the insurrection become formidable you will doubtless be =f 
‘advised thereof by telegrams through the public press, andintheevent, =F 
I beg leave to suggest that I be instrueted to make proclamation to all | 

_ gitizens.of the United States of America within this empire to abstain, = = = =—s_ ff 

as required’ by our laws, from enlisting “in the service of one portion — =f 
of the people of Japan against any other portion of the people thereof.” | 

(Revised Statutes, p. 793,.sec. 4090.) ae | 
_. J have the honor to inclose a translation of Mr. Iwakura’s proclama- a | 

~~ * Thave, &e., OF JNO. A. BINGHAM. | | 

| | : (Inclosure.] ra | Ca | - 

So . [Extract from the Nichi Nichi Shimbun, February 20, 1877.] | rE 

The rebels of Kagoshima Ken having shown hostile disposition by lawlessly entering : | 

Kumamoto with arms, an imperial order for their suppression has been issued, of which | 

. the following notice was given yesterday : | | . | . | UE 

- -Lo the officers of the various departments, and to the city government of Toket: | | 

| The rebels of Kagoshima Ken having lawlessly entered Kumamoto Ken with arms, - ff 

thereby showing their active hostility, an imperial order has been issued for their sup-  .—— &§ 

‘pression by forces under the, command of Prince Arisagawa. Inasmuch as the rebels 

oe may escape to the various provinces, proclamation is made to the Fu, Ken,and Sheto — 

, take the necessary precautions. _ | tf 

oe a . | ~ IWAKURA TOMOMI, a | 

| oe ee - : | oo | — U-Daijin. OE 

9th of 2d month, 10 Meiji... (February 19, 1877.) 7 .. : 

pop ae a Mr. Bingham to Mr. Fish | 

 -No.514]—(t:*=“‘<«s~“i*é‘é‘;é‘SG ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
ee | Tokei, Japan, February 27, 1877. (Received March 26.) | 

- -. Srp: Referring to my No. 502, of date the 9th instant, in relation to_ - 
_ the opening of the imperial railway between Kidto (Saikio) and Kobe a 

-_- (Hiogo), I now have the honor to inclose a copy of the address which the | 

foreign representatives presented on that occasion to His Majesty the : 

Emperor of Japan, and also a copy of His Majesty’s reply thereto. = = 45 

Pe — Thaye,&e, | ope - | oe 

po | - ae : | JNO. A. BINGHAM.
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| | oo . | | {Inclosure 1 in No. 514] nn . | 7 oe oe : 

. Address of foreign representatives to His Majesty, the Tenno, Feoruary 5, 1877, as delivered o 
Pee : : |. by Sir Harry 8. Parkes, doyen. oo _ a , 

On the part of the diplomatic corps I beg to express to Your Majesty the sincere 
Lo _ pleasure which it affords us to participate in the interesting ceremony of the opening — | 

_ of a new line of railway to the ancient capital of Your Majesty’s realm. | a, 
Poo. ‘The invitation to be present on this occasion, with which Your Majesty has gra- 7 
: -__ elously favored us, furnishes an unmistakable sign of the friendship which marks 
|. ‘-the relations of Your Majesty with the sovereigns aud presidents whom we have the 

=: _ honor to represent. But this is not the only meaning which that invitation conveys. | | 
to - . It shows that Your Majesty is sensible that a great industrial enterprise which so nearly 

ae _ affects the welfare of so many of Your Majesty’s subjects affects also the interests of | 
|- | foreigners who are resident in this land, and who will always gladly join with Your = ° | 

- _'-.  Majesty’s people in promoting those works of industry and peace which contribute to 
, the brotherhood of nations and to their mutual prcfit and prosperity. . 
i In the case of the useful work now inaugurated by Your Majesty, both native and Se 
| 7 foreign interests are so nearly allied that it is evident our wishes for its success can 
Po, _ scarcely be second to those which are entertained by Your Majesty, your. government, : 

, - and your people. Great difficulties attend the earlier construction of railway works 
} >... In any country, and the way in which these difficulties have been overcome in. the pres- 
4 - ent instance reflects high credit upon all concerned. But we may be permitted to add — | 
| , that the event of to-day marks an epoch in the history of Japan, foritfurnishesadurable ° | 

oo - record of those new relations which she has established with the world; it is a proof , 
1. of her desire to advance as other nations have advanced, and also of the intelligence a 
Lo _ and practical capacity of her people; and it shows how closely Your Majesty identi-  —— 
pe fies yourself with the interests of your people and how willingly Your Majesty and on 
i your government labor to promote the material progress of your nation. a — 
, | These, may it please Your Majesty, are the sentiments which animate my colleagues | 
po - and myself in uniting with your loyal subjects in offering our congratulations on this. | 
{ : _ occasion. Most cordially do we join with Your Majesty in wishing success tothe Kiéto, = 
do | Osaka and Hiogo Railway, and to all the efforts which may be made by Your Maj- - 
/ esty’s government to provide your country with such means of communication and 
to : . transport by rail or road as may be best suited to its advancing requirements. | a oe 

yo | os ae oe [Inclosure 2 in No. 514.) _ . on | / | 

| > Reply of His Majesty the Tenno to the address of the foreign representatives. _ | | 

. To the foregoing address of the foreign representatives His Majesty the Emperor. _ 
; replied, that he thanked the representatives of the treaty powers for their presence on 
1, | the occasion of the opening of the railway between Kidto and Hiogo, and for the senti- 
yo ments which they had been pleased to express in their address. Se , 

po er —. No 194. a ae 

| CO Mr. Bingham to Mr. Fish. we 

|. No. O17] _. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = 
| _ - _  . Lokei, Japan, March 6, 1877. (Received April 7.) 

_ §1r: Referring to my No. 515, of date the 26th ultimo, in which men- - | 
| _ tion is made of the deposition from office of General Saigo, late marshal . 
po of the empire, by reason of his alleged complicity in the Kagoshima 
peo rebellion, I deem it due to the truth of history to say that itis reported — 
fo that this illustrious man declares that he is, as he always has been, the 
| friend and supporter of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor. _ es 

Phere has appeared in the Japan Mail of the 3d instant aninteresting = 
L _ sketch of the principal events, in the life of General Saigo, a copy of —— 

oo. which is published in the Japan Herald of this date, and which I have oy 
fo ‘the honor toinclose. = | a 

fo You will observe by the statements of this paper that Saigo isa per.
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gon of superior intellect and commanding presence. From all that I | 
~ have heard of him, I am inclined.to think that he was endowed to bea = — 
- king of men, however false may be his present action. His rescue of ] 

his friend Gessho from impending and violent death, and, fearing that 1 

_ his efforts to save him might fail, his plunging with him into the sea, pre- - a | 
- ferring to die with him rather than to surrender him to hisrelentless = = sf] 

pursuers, seem to me an indication by acts, not words, of the fidelity = 

which belongs to heroic souls. It is greatly to be regretted that sucha = = § 
| man should be found in apparent hostility to his rightful sovereign, the = = § § 
- . Emperor of Japan, for whose restoration to the throne of his fathers he =f 

did so much, and of which gallant and loyal service His Majesty the  —s Ff 

Emperor made’ grateful acknowledgment on the 2d of July, 1868, as sd 

_ follows: eae a BPN Ss  & 

"You (General Saigo) have been the strongest upholder of my cause, and you have | 
-.- for years been endeavoring to secure my restoration. Owing to your skill as military .- &§ 
'. commander in obtaining possession of Yedo Castle, in gaining the victories of Echigo, == ————«CO“®™ 

- ‘and by your diligence in all affairs connected with my service, you have gained for me _ UE 
: the peace I to-day enjoy. I honor your actions. | a CT ey 

os Thhave, &e, ee 
ree oe ee ee JNO. A. BINGHAM. ET 

, | oe | a - a on , | (Inelosure. | : - _ - eo . | | ee Do - 

GO, THE REBEL LEADER, = SS 
- ee oe sf From the Japan Mail, March 6, 1877.] - | : oe ee | | . 

> In view of the grave interest which centers in Saigo at the present crisis, we place = & 
before our readers a short sketch of the principal events of his life, for the particulars a 

of which we are indebted to the kindness of a Japanese’ friend. — a ao | 

_* Saigo Takamori, better known by the more common. name of Kichinosuke, is about fifty | i 
© -years of age, and comes of a good family of the samurat of Satsuma. . He is a man en- | 

: - dowed with far more than ordinary abilities, his personal appearance also bearing evi- _ 

dence to the superiority of his intellect. His younger days were spent mostly inand : j 

: around Hiogo, and in Yedo, where he completed his studies, and where he first made 

7 - the acquaintance of Katsu-awa, the ex-minister of thenavy. Lee) 

‘During the years of Kaiyei (184853), while in Kidéto, he formed a friendship with a 7 

_ priest of the temple called Héshé-In, at Kiyomidzu, by the name of Gessho, who, like | - 

oe Saigo, was an ardent upholder of the Kinné (literally, duty toward the Emperor) cause, «+ 
! and who was a favorite of Konoye, a kuge of high rank. Ee eg of 
/-- In the autumn of 1858, Saigo was induced, against his judgment, tomake a journeyto 
a Mito, as the bearer of a message from Konoye, delivered to him through Gessho, tothe = sf 
-. Daimio of that province, who was confined in his Yashiki by the Bakufu (government | I 

of the Shégun). The imperial court had expressed a desire that the Daimio of Mito = = 
* - ghould be appointed one of the advisers of the Bakufu, ashe was known to be a staunch OE 

‘upholder of the Kinné cause, and the message that Saigo carried was an official notice =~ | |} 
of the desired appointment. But he failed to carry out his mission as he-had expected, _ an | 

| > and came to Yedo. After remaining there a short time he returned to Kiéto,where = == 
| he resided with Gessho, Umiyeda, and Yechiji, all adherents of the Emperor’s cause, _  &§ 

and with whom he consulted as to the best steps to be taken for the overthrow of the — | 

| — $hégunate. | poles Po ges a cael | 
- ' In the mean time the Bakufu had commenced a rigorous persecution of allpartisans = sf 

of the Kinn6 cause. Saigo and his friends were especially the objects of its hatred, SE 
Z ~ but for some time no severe measures were taken against them, probably througha =  § —— fF 
| - wholesome fear of the Satsuma party. At length, however, Gessho was threatened, —  +=&£ 
|. and his life being in great danger, by the advice of Konoye he escaped in a kago to LE 
} Osaka, closely pursued by the officers of the Bakufu. Saigo and Umiyeda together _ i 
/ managed to. protect his flight, and to get him: safely into hiding at Osaka. Saigo — 
, then went back to Kiéto, but after a short stay, finding that Gessho’s life was still . El 
| threatened, he hastily returned to.Osaka and induced Gessho to.attempf flightinto . = Jf 
po Satsuma. Accordingly, accompanied by Umiyeda, they procured.a junk and set sail for | : 
| the south. They were chased by their enemies, and narrowly eluding pursuit, arrived | 
| at. Shimonoseki. Leaving Gessho behind, Saigo proceeded to Satsuma to procurea 

/ - hiding-place. Gessho, however, was compelled to fly, and came to Fukuoka, in Chiku- | | 
. en, and. after many narrow escapes, by the assistance of a certain samurai, named f 

Co . Hirano, managed to make his way.to Satsuma, where he took refuge in a temple. In = sf
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the mean time Saigo was urging the Satsuma authorities to afford protection to Gessho, 
but, owing probably to fear of the Bakufu, assistance was refused. Meanwhile the 

| Bakufu authorities were endeavoring to procure spies at Fukuoka who would under-. 
_ take to go to Kagoshima and capture Gessho. ; 7 

- : On the 15th October, in the dead of the night, Saigo came to the temple where Ges- 
| _ sho had taken refuge, and found him and Hirano sleeping. He silently roused them, 
| | and Gessho at once comprehended, from the anxiety visible in his friend’s countenance, 
|... the imminence of his danger and the necessity for immediate Jight. Taking with them 

- _ the priest’s servant, Insuke, they entered a junk and set sail tothe east. The boat was 
4 _amply provided with food and sake, and a feast was prepared and partaken of. Sud- | 
| denly, without a word, Saigo rose,and embracing Gessho, plunged with him into the 

: sea and disappeared. After a few moments they reappeared on the surface, and were 
. at once seized by the bewildered occupants ef the junk and dragged on board. Both | 

i _ ‘were found to be senseless. Saigo, a robust, powerful man, after a time revived, but all - 
| | efforts to restore life to Gessho were in vain. . Saigo’s motive for this action has been ~ : 
| accounted for in various ways, but the most probable solution is that, despairing of — } 
t saving his friend, he resolved to perish with him.  - Pe 
Do _ Saigo now changed his name to Kikuchi Genjo, but the Satsuma authorities, dread- | C 
Boo _ ing the vengeance of the Bakufu for permitting the escape of its intended victim, ban- | 
i ished him to Oshima, where he again changed his name, taking that of Oshima-Sanye- : 
' _mon, in consequence of his having three times.visited this place of banishment. In , 
po: spite of the bodily hardships that he had to endure during the years of exile spenton = 
jo _ -this island, he continued to cultivate his mind, and never wavered in his firm resolve 
| _ . - to overthrow the Shégunate and restore the Mikado to legitimate power. oe 
| Oo In 1863, when the struggle between the imperial court and the Bakufu grew more | | 
| open and bitter, Shimadzu, lord of Satsuma, pardoned Saigo, and recalling him placed Ss 
3 _ him at the head of the administration of affairs in his province. In 1865, when the __ 

fo Bakufu and the Chéshiu clax were in open warfare, Saigo arranged an alliance offen- : 
: sive and defensive between this clan and his own. In 1867 he attended the great meet- | 
3 ing at Kidto, and profoundly impressed the assembly by the truth and shrewdness of , 

a his counsels. In 1868 he was appointed adviser to the comimander-in-chief of the im- , 
fo erial forces. Pea tet SO 
| ® When the Mikado’s troops advanced as far as Shinagawa, in the final struggle with _ } 
; the Shégun, Katsu-awa, in an interview with Saigo, begged him to cease hostilities, as = - 
1 . Keiki, the irresolute and effeminate head of the Bakufu, was willing to surrender. — | 

This was at midnight, and Saigo straightway asked to be furnished with a proof of sub- 
1 - mission. Katsn-awa said that on the following day the castle at Yedo should be sur- os 

>. rendered. Saigo at once replied, “ Ifto-morrow, why not to-night? There is no need — , 
to wait.” The terms were made and the castlewas givenup. = = = | 

. After this, Saigo accompanied Arisugawa, the present commander of the imperial — : 
| forces, to Echigo in an expedition against a number of rebels who had not yet thrown . | 
| down their arms. After subduing these, Saigo was ordered to. reduce to submission the , 
- retainers of the Shégun’s cause who had made their way to Yezo, which he undertook = 

to do in thirty days, and he accomplished the task, giving proof of excellent judg- 
i ment and great valor. For this the government at once wished to appoint him to | 

: | the office of sangi, but he declined the distinction and returned home. | Se 
| On the 2d July, the Mikado acknowledged his services in the following terms: 
| | “You have been the strongest upholder of my cause, ancl you have for years been , 

zealously endeavoring to secure my restoration. Owing to your skill as military ! 
| commander, in obtaining possession of Yedo Castle, in gaining the victories of Echigo, 3 
| and by your diligence in all-affairs connected with my service, you have gained for 
ae me the peace I to-day enjoy. I honor your actions, and, as a reward therefor, decree 
| : to, you an income of two thousand koku of rice per year.” . - | 
| This Saigo likewise declined to accept, but on the Mikado’s ordering him to receive 
:. ‘it he complied. So Se | Re 
i In 1871 ‘Saigo was recalled by the Emperor, and elevated to the office of sangi with - 
; _ the rank of jussami. In May, 1873, he was appointed general of the imperial army, . 
| still retaining the office of sangi. In October of the same year arose the Corean ques- _ : 
A tion, which led to a diaagreement between Saigo and some of the other members of 4 
: _. the cabinet, unfortunately resulting in Saigo’s withdrawal and return to Satsuma. = 
| , Since that time the government has made frequent overtures to him, and the Emperor 
: - has more than once ordered the return of the man. most influential in effecting his. | | 
| restoration, and whose firm devotion to the throne he re-established still, we thoroughly 
4 believe, remains unchanged. But from dislike to some of those who surround the 
4 sovereign, and who, he has reason to suppose, seek to advance their personal power, 
: instead of laboring for the dignity and welfare of the empire at large, he has remained : 
4 in retirement, devoting his time to the direction of a system of “ private schools,” or, , 
| * as we now know, military academies, established by him, and supported to some extent | — : 
py _ by the pension decreed to him by the Mikado as a reward for his faithful services. _ Ce
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os ifr, Bingham to Mr. Fishe a 

No. 518] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, _ OE 
ce  Loket, Japan, March 7, 1877, . (Received April 7.) | 

 - Sir: After all that I have communicated hitherto on the subject of | 
the Kagoshima insurrection, it seems due to this government that I | | 
should inclose herewith, as part of the:record, a translation of His &€ 

.  Majesty’s order deposing Marshal Saigo, shosami (officer of the third - | 
rank under the government), and Kirino Toshiaki and Shinowara Kuni- o£ 
kado, generals of the army and officers of the fifth rank. Oo ; | 

I have the honor to inclose a translation of the proclamation of His — | 
\ Excellency Sanjé Saneyoshi, daijo daijin (prime minister),in which his = —s«i& 
-.exeellency gives the reasons of flis Imperial Japanese Majesty’s decree *- 

_ for deposing from office the several persons named. — . | a : 
I have, &c., | a So | 
Oe | JNO. A. BINGHAM. | 

oe | 7 _|[Inclosure 1 in No. 518.— Translation. | | — oo - FE 

ae” | FROM THE EMPEROR’S TEMPORARY QUARTERS. | : eo 

Sy Proclamation is hereby made that the following notification has been sent to Kago- : 1 
shima Ken. ce EEE BS - | 

| an : = SANJO SANEYOSHI, oe 
ener ee | wey | | Daijo Daijin, &=§ 

ae Qdth of 2d month of 10th year of Meiji, . . Sa | 

| | . | | | NOTIFICATION TO KAGOSHIMA KEN, - en | 

Whereas Saigo Takanori, marshal of the empire and shosami (officer of the third ° = ff 
rank under the government), and Kirino Toshiaki and Shinowara Kunikado, both ~ Oo | 
generals of the army and shogoi (government.officers of the fifth rank), have collected aa 5 
‘insurgents and engaged in acts of rebellion, the Emperor hereby gives notice that they : 

| are deposed from their rank. 7 eo : 

oo . {Inclosure 2 in No. 518.—Translation. | oo. . Bn 

CS CL ek PROCLAMATION, Cpe ad ged Gn Sa oe 

‘The reasons for the imperial order for the suppression of the rebellion in Kagoshima 2 ee 
: Ken are the following: ne : ae a | OS ' 

1st. On the night of the 31st of the lst month of this year, a number of insurgents = : 
broke into the arsenal in Kagoshima Ken, belonging to the army and navy departments > 
and violently took many of the small arms and much of the ammunition there stored ot 

: 2d. On the nights of the 2d and 3d of the 2d month, they again violently entered the | > 
same place, treated the officers in charge with violence and disrespect, and took away a | 

oe all of the arnis, ammunition, and other articles found in the store-houses. =| | | 
: 3d. They took possession of the dock-yard belonging to the navy department, and | 

changed its name. — ~ OT SiS aay a So 
4th. On the 8th of the same month, they stopped the government mail steamer, the | 

| Taikei-Maru, on her way from Loo-choo, and unlawfully detained the officers on board. a : 
a Sth. Again, when it was reported that many disorderly persons had assembled together 

with arms, and that the state of things was threatening, Vice-Admiral Kawamura, and oe 
| - Hayashi, vice-minister of the department of the interior, were sent by the Emperor to — OE 

Kagoshima. After the arrival of these two envoys in the harbor on board the Takawo- &- 
_.. Maru, they sent two officers ashore as messengers to the kenrei (governor), who were | 

| - Immediately arrested by the insurgents, who also took arms and embarked in small | 
vessels to attack the Takawo-Maru. This vessel left that place when about to be fired — | 

a upon, and anchored off the neighboring coast, where they had an interview with the = - 
a _kenrei, Mr. Oyama, in order to investigate the state of affairs. The insurgents, after y q 

: pillaging the arms above named, dispersed for the time. The police, however, arrested 
_ several persons and took their tegtimony to the effect that there were lawless assem- 

-. plies of persons who disturbed the public mind by stirring up rebellion. These facts : 

oe 23FR | BS - Do ee ee
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i 
| _. being ascertained, the two envoys returned to the capital and made their report to the 
| Emperor. While he was considering what further steps were to be taken, on the 18th .. 
to | of last month Saigo Takanori, Kirino Toshiaki, and Shinowara Kunikado, entered Kuma- | 
| moto Ken at the. head of the insurgents, under arms, pretending that they entered to | 

address (petition) the government. They disregarded the laws of the country, and | 
| disturbed the peace by the rebeliious acts which they committed. In consequence, the , 
| Emperor’s anger was greatly provoked, whereupon he issued the imperial order forthe — 
| suppression of the insurgents, to preserve the iaws, and hereby publishes the reasons. . 
| _ for the same to the people of the various provinces that they may not at this time be 
| deceived by unfounded rumors, and that all officers in charge may observe his wishes, - 

| Be - SANJO SANBYOSHI, 
| . BC | . ~ oS! Daijo Daijin. 

bo . 25th of 2d month, 10th year of Meiji. a CO oe 

po No. 196. : EE 

: Mr. Bingham to Mr. fish. So oo 

i | No. 542.) + Unirep Staves LEGATION,  . . | 
OO | — Loket, Japan, April 21,1877. (Received May 23.) ee 

; | rr: I have the honor to further report concerning the civil warin. 
. this empire that on the 16th instant the siege of the castle of Kumamoto, - 

: in the island of Kiu-Siu, was raised, the insurgents fleeing before the —_| 
7 imperial forces. That strong fort has been amply supplied, and is now 

| | held securely by the forces of His Imperial Majesty. rs 
|  - It is to be hoped that therevolt against His Majesty’s Government. will | 
po soon end in the complete triumph of the laws of the empire over anarchy. 
| Surely the government of His Majesty the Emperor is better than no | 
ae government. There is evidence in this revolt of the utter incapacity of © | 

fo its aiders and abettors to do what the offices of good administration =—=— 
require in the affairs of state. That the insurgents had ground for com- 

to _ plaint, without justification for their revolt, in the oppressive taxes im-  ~ 
| posed upon the people, Ido not doubt; but, as I have shown in these: 

dispatches, that was a necessity imposed, not of choice, but by force, | 
upon this government by the fetters imposed upon this people by the | 

1 western powers in the treaty provisions which have cut off the govern- | 
Lo ment of Japan from any considerable revenue from imports, and com- | 
| pelled the collection of nearly ail the revenue to its treasury by direct. | 
| ‘taxation upon the toiling millions of the empire; of all which Lhave | 
| fally acquainted the Department heretofore, and have in the interests of _ 
‘ tthe United States, of Japan, and of our common humanity, protested. 
| against it. | oo ae oe a 

I have, &ec., - JNO. A. BINGHAM. 

pe No. 197%, Oe 

| Mr, Bingham to Mr. Hvaris. | So | 

co - No. 561.] oe ' UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
Do | —  ., Pokei, Japan, May 21, 1877. (Received June 18.) > 
Po, Siz: Some days ago, Mr. Sameshima, His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s | 
i -  -wige-minister for foreign affairs, requested me to state verbally my opin- _ | 
| ae jon of the power of the Japanese Government to grant naturalization.to the 
co citizens or subjects of foreign countries. 1 answered the inquiry by. |
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_ saying that the leading powers of Europe asserted. that power; that the ==——s«&E 
~ people of the United States asserted it from the foundation of our “= 

' » government, by providing in their national Constitution for a uniform — oo | 
Tole of naturalization, and that, inasmuch as independent sovereignties a, | 
Were supposed to possess equal powers and rights within their re-_ | 

_ -Spective territories, I was of opinion that the sovereignty of Japan pos- F 
_ Sessed the power to grant naturalization to foreigners. The vice-min- | 

_ ister then inquired if the exterritoriality provision in the several Jpa- — ] 
anese treaties with the western powers took away the right of Japan o 

. to grant naturalization to foreigners? To which I made a reply that,in > 
_ my opinion, “that treaty provision did not in anywise affect the ques- = | 

_ tion, as the only intent thereof was to exempt the citizen or subject of 
the treaty-power from trial in civil or criminal cases in Japan, before ' 
Japanese tribunals, and to subject him to trial within this empire in all &- 
complaints before the judicial tribunals of the country to. which he owed UE 

. his present allegiance.” In this connection, I also said to Mr. Same- ee | 
_ shima that my government had by express statute declared the right of = : 

_ expatriation to be inherent in all men, and that when asserted by nat-  &£f 
_ uralization in the United States, sich person became equally entitled © | 

_ to the protection of our government with the native-born citizen (Re- gl 
vised Statntes, sections 1999 and 2000), and-added that England, after == ff 
dong contention with us over the asserted right of expatriation and the | 

_ voluntary transfer of native allegiance, had by act of Parliament finally — | 
secured the right to British subjects. : Se : 

| I hope the views herein expressed may meet your approval, as “it OE 
_ seems probable that this government may pass a naturalization law,in ee 

_. which event it may become a question among the foreign representatives _ - : 
_ whether such right pertains to this government, as it has heretofore | | 

_ ‘been questioned by some of the representatives of the foreign powers = ~— 
accredited to. this court, whether this government could pass any law _ | 
obligatory upon the subjects of their respective states, resident within | 

' this empire.” On this latter question I always maintained the power _ | 
and authority of this government to bind all persons within its domain — : : 

_ to obedience to its general laws which were not in conflict with exist-. | 
ing treaties, in which opinion, I am pleased to say, the Department of 
hitherto has fully concurred, = == = ©.» a OS : 

| fT have, SC. oe ENO. AY BINGHAM. a - | 

a es NO 198, Che S| 

ee . Mr. Bingham to Mr. Evarts. es | 

No. 570.] — _. . UNTrED STATES LEGATION, = ' 
ae oe _ Loket, Japan, May 23,1877. (Received June 18.) | 

| Sig: His excellency Mr. Kuroda, minister of the Kaita Kushi, oragris = 
cultural department of this empire, and late His Imperial Japanese | 

_ _Majesty’s ambassador to Corea, having been appointed temporarily in- Oo 
_ Spector-general of war, has, Iam pleased to note, won additional dis- : 

tinction in that service, of which the Emperorhas made publicacknowl- : 
edgment, declaring that the relief of Kumamoto Castle (so long be-. | 

| sieged by the insurgents) “was edfected through the wise counsel and Oo 
energy” of the minister. I have the honor to inclose a copy of the ~~ | 

~ emperor’s address. OI CRS I tas eg EB — , ‘Thave,&e, ss JNO. A. BINGHAM. sd
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| , | . o {Inclosure in No. 570.1] . ; cone . | 

a ; Address of the Mikado to General Kuroda, May 15,1877. oe 

| | - The Emperor addressed General Kuroda in the following terms, on the 15th instant 
| ° _ (May), at the Auzaisho, Kiéto: | | : a ee 

_ “You, Kiotaka, were appointed inspector-general of war, and at the head of our | 
: army you advanced on Yashiro, where you attacked the rebels in the rear.and gained | 
i -  geveral victories over them, and finally relieved Kumamoto Castle. This has been 
: effected through your wise counsel and energy, and I, the Mikado, am pleased with 
; . you. a —_ a 

i | | | 7 No. 199. a 

po Coe Seige le Mr. Bingham to Mr. Evarts. — Oo ee 

; No. 571] 7 UnitepD STATES LEGATION, —s 
: - Tokei, Japan, May 23, 1877. (Received June 18.) — 

j | Sir: [regret to say that the insurrection in this empire, which should 
- not nave begun, is not yet closed. Unhappily this people have riot yet 
: _ learned the great lesson of ages, that an appeal to arms is never to be 
: resorted to until the conditions of peace and submission to law become 
| ‘more dangerous to life and property than the conditions of war. Oo 
1 It seems altogether probable that the insurgents raust yield to the supe- 

rior forces of the Emperor within the next thirty days. Unless there 
_ Shall be new uprisings in other provinces, this must be so. Acting upon / 

. what I suppose to be the spiritof the age, andespecially of our own peo- 
to _ ple and country, I have informally and unofficially suggested that his -_ 
L- _ Majesty the Emperor should, in the event of his triumph, season justice == 

Do with mercy. My suggestion was well received, when I said that noth- 
7 | ing more became a sovereign, and that humanity governs the moral | 
| forces of this century in all lands and under all forms of government. 

I beg leave to inclose the proclamation of Prince Arisugawa-no-Miya, 
fo of the imperial house, the commander in-chief of Elis Imperial Majesty’s _ 

po JNO. A. BINGHAM. ~ 

| | . [Inclosure.] 

| . _ Proclamation of Prince Arisugawa-no-Miya to Kagoshima Ken (Satsuma). .. 

To Kagoshima Ken: | | | | a : | 
| | Since the rebels of the above Ken forced their way into Kumamoto Ken in a great _ 
4 multitude, the people of Kagoshima Ken have been in a condition of great excite- | 
j ment, and have been allied with the rebels one after the other, and not afew of them : 
. have met with an untimely death, at which His Majesty the Mikado was greatly dis- 
. tressed, and sent out an imperial envoy to restore peace. But the people did not in * | 
| - the least understand his meaning, and wanted to act with still greater violence. How- _ 
| ever, at last they were beaten and came to their present defeated condition, and now | 
| -_ they have left Kumamoto Ken, and it is very uncertain whether they will return to | 
| their own Ken, passing through the province of. Hiuga, and whether fear may not 
| : arise that they will injure quiet people. Now, therefore, His Majesty the Mikado 
4 7 intends at present to dispatch soldiers of the army spécially to protect the people and 
4 to enable them to live in peace and quietness. = 
1 You, the Kocho, are requested to notify all the people under your jurisdiction to ~ 
4 - labor at their callings without suspicion, and to*refrain from all insurrectionary move- — 
se ments. © | mo Se 
| - APRIL 27, 1877 (4th month, 10th year of Meiji). | cage 4



Jee: TAPANS —  BBTS 

NG 2008 | 

Le a Mr. Bingham to Mr. Evarts. oe : oO | j 

- No.573.] = =——~*~:—:CSWL GATTI OF THES UNITED STATES, | 
| : - Tokei, Japan, May 31,1877. (Received June 29.) : ] 

- Siz: On the 10th instant a notification that pardon will be granted ] 
| to such of the insurgents as will lay down their arms, &c., was pro- = &— 

- Claimed by, the imperial army, a translation of which as published in | 
| the Japan Herald of date of the 25th instant I have the honor to inclose © _ § 

herewith in duplicate. es : eo ea mo | 

| os SO ) JNO. A. BINGHAM, | : 

- | | - [Inclosure.] Ss : f | - | 

| | | -—s [From the Japan Daily Herald, May 25,1877] | | : 
_ - The following has been proclaimed by the imperial army > SE i 

| Be re : . “ NOTIFICATION. | | : 7 Poaueaes : 

, On examination of Satsuma prisoners it has beer discovered that many of them, — &- 
| in following their leader, thought they were acting for the interests of the country, and. a 

had no idea they were in rebellion against the imperial authority. It has also come to : | 
- jight that a report bas been circulated that the imperialists would never forgive them tt 

- now, even if they should surrender themselves, and therefore they have resolved to | | 
fight to the death. This is a great pity, because the report is entirely false. Whoso- | ee | 
ever repents of his rebellion and surrenders himself will receive his pardon. This. ' 

.. they ought to consider, and without a moment’s loss surrender in order to escape the _ o£ 
stigma of traitors. Let this be known. ee | - OSes | 
“HEADQUARTERS OF. THE IMPERIAL ARMY, May, 10th year of Meiji.” 7 OE 

oe | No. 201.. | oT 

a a, : Mr. Bingham to Mr. Evarts. oO | 

— No.584.J 2 s—<(iOsts*~:”SCsCO ED STATES LEGATION, | | 
hie Bes TLokei, Japan, June 18, 1877. (Received July 25.) - | 

re: [have the honor to inclose herewith, for yourinformation,acopy =| 
of the official return of ‘ His Imperial Majesty’s Customs of Japan” for 
the month of April, 1877. - a nn a | cee ey 

_* It will be observed, by reference to page 5 of this return, that forthe = | 
- month named the exports of Japan were of the declared value of 7 

$848,618.91, and the export-duty thereon $25,000; that the imports of 
Japan for the same month were of the declared value of $2,319,101.88, . 

| and the duty thereon $94,928.17; showing the value of the importsto —— 
-have been in excess of the value of the exports to the amount of | &- 

---$1,470,482.97; which, at the same rate, would show for the current year I 
an excess of imports to the amount of $17,000,000, in round numbers. | 

_. This report shows an export of treasure during the month of April of | 
— - $1,683,241.75, and an import of treasure of only $324,700; showing an /‘ — [| 

excess of export of treasure over the import of $1,358,541; which, at the ae 
| same rate for the current year, would give an excess intheexportof = = f 

| treasure of $16,000,000, in round numbers. © | a | 
I have before reported to the Department the estimate of the revenue 4 

of this government for the current fiscal year to be $62,000,000, and the ss fy 
ordinary estimate of expenditure to amount to the like sum, less only |
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: about $2,000, and if to that you add the extraordinary expenses of the _ 
7 ¢ government in the suppression of the rebellion, reported at $4,000,000 
fo _ per month, and not included in the former estimate, the result will bea = 

| bad showing for Japan. | | oe | | 
It is gratifying to note that the. tonnage of merchant vessels of the | 

| United States which entered and cleared the several ports of this empire 
| So during the month of April dast was nearly equal to the united tonnage ° 
|. of the merchant vessels of all other foreign nations in the ports of Japan 

fo _ for the same month. | | os | a ae 
| I have, &e., | So : | 

: | i a 0 JNO. A. BINGHAM. 

: | | No. 202. - Ps 
i a ee _. Mr. Bingham to Mr. Evarts. . : | 

| No. 587. ] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, > 
pe | | | Toket, Japan, June 23, 1877. (Received July 25.) _ oe 
: Sig: Reports up to the 20th instant from the insurrectionary district. | 
to In this empire seem to indicate that the rebellion is well-nigh suppressed. 
1 | The semi-official reports are to the effect that the insurgents have been 
: _ restricted to narrower limits than. heretofore, nearly all of them bein o 
/ | now in the province of Hiuga, on the east of the island of Kiu-Siu, and - 
| that:the commander of six companies in the vicinity of Midzumoto has _ 7 
| _ asked that he and his men, exceeding six hundred, be allowed to sur- . 
poe render as prisoners of war. - oe oo a - 

| - _ Thave, &e., | 7 | | 
po - a JNO. A. BINGHAM, 

{oo on NO 208 

. Mr, Bingham to Mr. Euarts, 

4 No. 596.] _— __  UnNirep Staves LEGATION, 
: Tokei, Japan, July 24, 1877. (Received August 18.) a 

Sir: Under my instructions, I deem it my duty to acquaint you of 
: the internal affairs of this empire. Therefore it is that [communicate  __ 
Po the inclosed correspondence between Kawamura Sumiyoshi, the act-. 
Boe ing admiral of Japan, and the Satsuma army, in revolt under Saigo, as: 
Z published in the Japan Daily Herald of the 14th instant. _ Uahas bh | 
Do | You will observe that Admiral Kawamura states that when it was 

reported that Saigo had revolted, “ His Majesty the Mikado became very 
Oo angry,” and ordered an expedition to punish the rebels. The admiral 

boo adds that.it “is quite against reason that wrong should prevail against 7 
to _ right,” or that “servants should oppose.their masters,” and that when | | 
: ‘Cour country (Japan) is occupied with foreign treaties, the people ought = 
; ‘to be diligent in'serving their.country.” This letter concludes with the 
to words, “if you will repent of your errors * * * I (he) will inter- | 
| | _ eede with the. government and ask for your pardon,” * * * and “if 
| in future * * * you prove your patriotism * * * your good ~ | 
i fame will be as high above your present shame as the sky is above the 
; a) Hs | os | | 2 
Do oa ee  # a * a 
: | I have no doubt of the authenticity of the inclosed letters as published’
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in the Herald, nor do I doubt that the Satsuma reply sets out the |  & 
grounds upon which the insurgents intend to rest the justification of OO *- 

a their revolt. > — SO | | | it 

T-have, &e.,. a |  &§ 

Foe JNO. A. BINGHAM, 

ee ae - | ‘[Inclosure.| . a E 

| [From the Japan Daily Herald, July 14, 1877.] | : : : 

| . _ LETTER FROM KAWAMURA SUMIYOSHI TO THE SATSUMA ARMY. | : | : 

SORE [Translation from the Hochi Shimbun.) | _&— 

_ When it was reported at Kidto that Saigo Takamori, at the head of a large army, had ; 
. revolted and forced his way into Kumamoto, His Majesty the Mikado became very an- : 

| gry, and ordered a great military and naval expedition to punish the rebels. Foralong = 
| time victory alternated with defeat, but at last wrong must give way to right, and now | 

a the rebel forces have become weakened, they can neither advance nor retreat, but must | — £§ 
perish in the mountains and wildernesses. In this their extremity they are anxiously : 
looking for assistance from outside, but both gods and men have become vexed with — 

.. their evil doings, and there is nota single man who will come to their assistance. ae | 
- Beppu and Hemmi tried to raise-new levies in Kagoshima, and to accomplish their pur- - | 

| pose they had recourse to force and spread mendacious reports throughout.the province. &| 
‘When I heard of this I was very. much grieved, and I wrote a letter on the present — Og 

state of: things, which I wanted to send-to Kagoshima, but press of other business pre- | 
_. yented me. However, I have now been informed that Commander Yamasaki, of the 3 

| Hosho-kuwan, has written twice to. you, stating just what I wanted to say. This has . | 
_ gratified me yery much, and J will now add a few words to express my ownidea. _. EE 

_ Now, nobody disputes that it is quite against reason that wrong should prevail | OE 

-against’right, or that servants should successfully oppose their masters.. At present,  «~ 
/ when our country is occupied with: foreign treaties, the people ought to.be diligent iu OE 

oh, serving their country. But you in your resentment have taken up arms and greatly | OE 

injured your country. However, although you have gone astray and opposed the im- | 
| ‘perial army, you are not the originators of this confusion. I know exactly how mat- 

“ters stand, and if you will repent of:your errors and :return to your duty, 1 willinter- | 
--eede with the government and ask for your pardon. If you in future devote yourselves 

| _ to the service of your country and prove your patriotism, then such. conduct will not | 
se only bring your guilt into oblivion, but your good fame will be as high above your 
| present shame as the sky is above the sea. This is what I wanted to tell you, and now 
oe you may ponder over my. words and test their value. | | 

OS | ANSWER TO THE ABOVE LETTER. _ | | { 

| oe | - Translation from the Hocht Shimbun. — a - ee | 

| ‘We have received a letter from -your excellency Kawamura Sumiyoshi, acting min- | | 
- ister of the navy, and we have opened and perused it. In your letter you often make 
use of the words, “ wrong against right,” but your opinion is a one-sided one; it is like of 
looking at the leaves and boughs of a tree without taking any notice of its trunk and 
roots. Who is the cause of this present shower of ‘cannon and musket balls,if it © | 
jg not ———? When Saigo Takamori was in Kagoshima, he was shosami (3d = .— §& 

| rank) and marshal of the imperial army; he was a high officer of the Mikado, and _ 
‘nevertheless ——-— commissioned reckless men to go and assassinate that high officer. | 

Ifthese men were not traitors, what else were they? And that was the origin of the — | 
_- present trouble. It must be admitted that the criminal code is a mockery and the | ; 

| law powerless, if the government does not punish such malefactors. But whenthe : 
criminal code has become a mockery and the law powerless, then “ wrong” and. ; 
“right” lose theix proper meaning and become confused, and how then can they rule {| 
the country and the people? Saigo Takamori was grieved at this occurrence, and in- : 

| tended to ask the government some questions about it, and fer that purpose he left. OE 
_ Kagoshima. When he entered Kumamoto, Higo, he was attacked by the troops and | 

not allowed to pass. The government without any reason deprived him of hisrank | 
and office and branded him with the name of traitor. But this is not His Majesty’s. | 

. . doing; his treacherous servants deceived him for their own selfish ends, and slander-— of 
ously attributed to Saigo the act of rebellion.. This is the reason why. we all have | 

| become excited, and, as we love right and justice, we want to punish the treacherous gi | 
.. ‘servants of the country, restore the reign of justice and right throughout the empire, SO 

and dissipate the cloud that now obscures the glory of the Mikado, | — 
_ In your letter you say that we are opposing the imperial army, but that army is not a 

_. ‘the imperial army; they are in reality rebels, employed by the treacherous servants a 
to prevent our establishing right and justice, and therefore i6 is our duty to pun-
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: .ish them. You also say that you will ask for our pardon; this raises our anger, 
: _ because we all know bow to die for a just cause, and are not moved in our purpose by _ 
j . any regard for life or death. Nor can we understand you when you speak of our re- 
! turning to our duty. We have from the first done our duty and are doing it now. How. 
| - ¢an we, then, return to it? Again you say that our forces are weakened; what is the 
4 . meaning of these words? The longer the Kumamoto war continues the more we be- 

OO | come accustomed to war. Kumamoto castle was very near its fall, and the circum- 
{ _ stances of Yashiro are very much the same. When you say that our army can neither . 
j _ _ advance nor retreat, but must die in the wilderness, then you state what is contrary to. 
| the fact. All this reads as if your excellency had been speaking in a midsummer 

night’s dream, and we find it very ridiculous. Your excellency ought to come and 
| ask our pardon, but we shall refuse to receive any more of your letters. | | 

: ee oo No. 204. ee oe . 

: a Mr. Bingham to Mr. Hvarts. ae oe 

No. 597.) | UNITED STATES LEGATION, | 
j a Toket, Japan, July 24,1877. (Received August 18.)° | 

A Sig: In the Japan Weekly Mail (Yokohama) of the 7th instant, there , 
a appeared a fall translation of the memorial of the Risshisha (association) | 

: | of Tosa, which, bearing the name of Kataoka Kiukichi, a representative | 
i | of that society, was presented to His Imperial Japanese Majesty, on the : 
po 14th ultimo, at Kidto, and it is reported was rejected and returned. The 7 
to paper seems to me valuable for the facts of recent political history which _ | 
| it contains, and also an account of the reasons which it presents for a 
{ change of the existing government of Japan. Be og oy ! 

_ You will observe that the memorial attributes the internal strife of ! 
_ the empire to “the fact that His Majesty’s ministers exercise a power | 

{ ‘solely despotic, the administration being carried on entirely without | 
| _ reference to the opinion of the nation.” = Be | 

ee There is much in the paper which cannot fail to interest you, espe-— ! 
4 : cially the reforms demanded, and heretofore favored by His Majesty by : 
t a imperial decree of April 14, 1875, transmitted by me to the Department. 
| | (See my No. 219, April 20, 1875.) It seems to me that the utterance : 
fo made in this paper, that “in order to advance the public welfare public : 

opinion must be allowed free expression,” is very significant, and sooner 
or later will command the attention of the Emperor and his people. ! 

| | _ Among the grievances complained of you will notice the failure of the 
1 government to obtain a revision of existing treaties. — | | a 
| - Without intending to express an opinion of the justice of the com- | 
| plaints, or of the wisdom or propriety of the reforms set forth in the | 

memorial, I have the honor to submit it for the information of the 
- Department. _ , | oe : cee 

io IT have, &c.,. CO (a 
po So | | JNO. A. BINGHAM. 

| ee [Inclosure.] . oo 7 
| : Dg OES | [From the Japan Weekly Mail, July 7, 1877.] . _ | 

soa , THE MEMORIAL OF THE RISSHISHA. _ | 

| - With greatest: reverence we present to His Majesty the Mikado this, our most hum- | 
: ble memorial. — n . oe | 
| _. Shortly after your accession to the throne, the daimios yielded up their territorial’ : 
! rights, their provinces being placed under a central government. The feudal system | 

a was thus entirely abolished and the whole country united under one emperor. Laws : 
| . were re-enacted; the army, navy, and system of police were established; schools were | | 
| instituted ; the postal system regulated ; railways and telegraphs inaugurated. a
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_ The rapidity with which this country has advanced in civilization is unparalleled in Z : 

the history of the world; so powerful has the nation apparently become, that if may.  -§ 

seem to many as though little remains to place it on a level with European and Amer- a | 

jean powers. But in reality our position is far otherwise. Internal strife, and disaf- &f 

 feetion among the agricultural classes and the samurai, keep the country iv a state of . F 

constant uneasiness, while we cannot claim to exercise an external influence equal to E 

| foreign powers. Neither the government nor the people are freed from anxiety for a a | 

single day. It is our opinion that all these evils arise from the fact that Your Majes- : 

| ty’s ministers exercise a power solely despotic, the administration being carried on | 

entirely without reference to the opinion of the nation, — a - / 

We will not recount the various events that have taken place in other countries in = : 

| ancient: times which bear out our opinion, but will merely refer to what has passed in -— ‘ 

your own land since Your Majesty favored us by taking the reins of government. - oo : 

. ~ The cause of the downfall of the Bakufu is solely attributable to the tyranny of min- : 

isters and to their oppressing the people, instead of considering their wishes. Zealous an 

patriots arose in.all parts of the country to overthrow the Bakufu. In vain did it fual- f 

minate laws and mete out inhuman punishments in order to crush these patriotic spir- , Os | 

its. They had yet to learn that tyranny and oppression cannot be relied on for safety ae | 

as a support; that the united will of a nation cannot be overcome, but will achieve its — | 

w. aim in the end. Thus the power of the Bakufu naturally waned, and was at last ut- : 

terly overthrown by the efforts of the patriots it had relentlessly persecuted. 7 4 

When Your Majesty came to the throne, the han were still powerful, and the founda- | 

tions of the government were not firmly laid, But Your Majesty took an oath before. — -E 

the gods that you would administer the government in accordance with the just will | ; ' 

of the nation. In order to ascertain the popular feeling as to the best means to be | : 

_.. pursued to put the affairs of the country in order, representatives of the various han were :  =E 

summoned to Tokié, and after due deliberation it was decided that the daimios should : 

return to the throne the domains which they had held for hundreds of years. This de- a t 

a cision was duly carried into effect, and the former lords of the lands were appointed | : 

- governors (chiji) of the provinces which, up to that time, they had been in the habit of OE 

governing independently. Ones Ege |  -E 

-.- Your Majesty’s Government, not regarding this step as sufficient to consolidate its 2 : 

power, divided the cotfntry into fu, han, and ken, thus centralizing the power of the 

administration in the capital by abolishing the chiji of the han, and replacing them by | ' 

| governors of ken. This is the first step we took toward civilization. =. | | 

Why did these changes take place? Because the will of a people will have its own a | 

way, as surely as water runs down hill. It becomes irresistible. The people have a 

"never spoken harshly of the measures which converted han into ken, or which gave | ; 

- - -heimin equal rights with samurai, because they accord with the national sense of right. , | 

| It is clear, then, that the oath of the Emperor should be strictly observed, and a rep- os 

i resentative assembly established in order that the people may have a voice in the. t 

affairs of the nation, and that they may aid the ministry in promoting the welfare of = | 

their country. | | : | oF 

\ The time has passed for talking about the change of han into ken, and of the rights . 

of heimin and samurai. The opportunity for establishing a limited forra of government | 

: on solid foundations has arrived, and the exercise of the soundest judgment isrequired sg 

«to secure that most precious fruit of civilization, a representative assembly; yet the — 

* geveral members of the administration do not appear to be endowed with sufficient 

perception to see their opportunity; on the contrary, they seem to have resolved toact =  - 

7 ‘despotically, and, with willful perversion, to do only what shall please themselves,  &§ 

regardless of the wishes of the nation. a co | Ms 7 | 

| - Despotism and oppression were the sins of the administration of the Bakufu. . Its | 

overthrow can only be regarded as a just punishment for its disrespect toward the ~ 

- Emperor and its oppressive treatment of the people. er eee | : 

. Alas! the present government is following the same course. Laws have been en- OE 

forced, taxes imposed, the collection of the land-tax reformed, wars declared against _ 

, foreign countries, portions of the empire exchanged, solely at the caprice of several offi- ae 

| cials, without allowing public opinion to have a voice in the matter. The sacred oath | F 

taken by the Emperor on his accession ‘to the throne has been altogether set aside. . : 

_. So great is the distance that separates the government from the people, that the latter i. 

7 look up to it as astronomers look up to the heavens, with the greatest uncertainty. ‘5 

. The sky seems continually obscured by threatening glouds, whose coustant and terri- 

‘ble lightnings and thunders strike terror, if not despair, to the minds of the beholders, . | 

| who tremble lest they may never see the bright beams of the sun again. a | 

~The outbreaks that have recently taken place have arisen from various causes. — | * | 

Those who have misunderstood the intention of the poll-tax; those wha have suffered  § 

by the reform of the land-tax; those who insisted on an invasion of Corea; those who | | 

favored a return to the feudal system; those who wished the dismissal of certain offi- . 

| cials surrounding the imperial throne; all these have fomented disturbances, Tf any. : 

one who in the future may write the history of the first ten years of the Meiji shall :
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‘say that wars ceased not for a day, and that the country was brought to the very vérge - 
| _ of ruin, he will fairly well describe the actual condition of affairs. Oo — 

4 The duty ofa government is to preserve peace in a country; not to interfere with 
| | the happiness of the people and to hinder them from enjoying their first rights and 
: privileges. With these the Omnipotent has endowed men as surely ashe has given 
1 _ them bodies and souls, and if a government, relying on its power, endeavors ‘to prevent — 
, : their full exercise, there is no reason why a people should remain passive under such’ } 
] oppression. ee, oo Te | j ; _ If we look into the condition of various Asiatic nations, we see that although their 
| _ ’ territory is extensive and their land fertile, the government is tyrannical and the peo- 
- 7 _ ple siavish. The latter have no control over their rights, and are separated from their 
7 _Yulers by a great gulf. The wants of the people do not influence the actions of ‘the | 
| | government, and so, becoming slavish, they cease to take any interest in the well- — 
Bo _ being of their country. In such a case a government cannot become uprightnor a peo- 
4 ple advanced in civilization. | : PO, He | ae 
4 Since Your Majesty’s accession to the imperial power, though great refornis have 
4 taken place and wonderful improvements have been made, yet the nation is contin- 
j : ually plunged into civil war and the outside world treats us with contempt. Such = | 
3 . evils are brought about by the government. not paying attention to the will of the. a 
: peopie. - So | | | | First among the prevailing evils, and the’ one which causes us the greatest-anxiety, | 

_is the action of the cabinet in imposing its own oppressive measures without in an y 4 
: way respecting the will of Your Imperial Majesty. CS : 
; On the 14th Mareh, 1868 (1st year of Meiji), Your Majesty, in the presence of the dai- « | 
3 | ‘mios. and kuges, swore before the gods five oaths: First, that the government should | 
fo _ be administered in a liberal manner, and that the will of the nation should be consulted | 
Do as to the management of its affairs. Secondly, that both the higher and the lower | 
4 (meaning the government and the people) were to be united in’ the administration. | 

_ Thirdly, that Your Majesty would consider the rights of the samurai and the people. | 
| Fourthly, that old and useless customs should be abolished, and that the:action of the | 
| , government should be progressive. Fifthly, that the wisdom of the world:should be a 
| adopted to promote the dignity of the Emperor. | ve Oo 7 
| Again, on the 14th of April, 1875 (8th year of Meiji), Your Majesty decreed as follows, | : 

with regard to the establishment separately of the legislative, executive, and judicial — | 
4 - bodies and the institution of a liberal form of government: So ee a 
s “ According to our oath, we do. here establish the Genro-In as the fountain head of — 
4 | lawgiving. We create the Daishin-In to give strength to upright judicial procedure. | 
i We likewise summon the local officials in order to take opinion on matters affecting — 
4 | ‘public welfare, and so by degtees to build up a well-founded. political structure for. the — 

welfare of our country, and we are desirous that:each and every one of you should, 
| partake in its benefits.” — coy a ea | 
yo __When Your Majesty subscribed to these oaths the people were put. into a great state | 

_ of joy, and on the issue of the above edict could not sufficiently praise Your Majesty’s | 
7 | benevolence, leoking confidently ‘for the ‘fulfillment of the several pledges. But it | 
| seems that Your Majesty’s ministers did not choose to act in accordance with the im- 3 
| | perial will, as before a month had elapsed they ignored it utterly. It is true that a | 
| | meeting of the governors of the provinces did once take place, but in the following | 
| year Your Majesty’s journey to the north’ was made the excuse for not again'summoning | 
| them to the capital, which ought to have been done. _— - | 
| a Moreover, when the first convocation did take place, sufficient time was notaHowed — | 
| to discuss all the questions put before the assembly. ‘Can it be said therefore that - | 
fo public opinion was allowed any expression, or:that the people were in any way bene- a 
4 _ ‘fited ? | : | a | | | A ! 
; _ With regard to the Genro-In, its powers were curtailed and its mode-of administra- ) 
j _ tion changed at the whim of the cabinet, so that it became essentially the same as the _ . 

—_ | Sa-In.* ‘The Daishin-In met with the same fate directly after its establishnient, and 
| _ was put under the control of the judicial department. Thus were the :powers of in- 7 
fo stitutions that were intended to act as legislative and judicial bodies rendered void | 
a by the arbitrary will of Your Majesty’s counselors. If the imperial will be ‘treated 7 
i . thus, what hope is there that the people will be permitted.a voice in the ‘government, — | 

_ and be allowed to. unite with the official class in the administration of national affairs. - 
| | _ Some time ago, the ex-Sangi Soyejima Taneomi-urged the establishment of a repre- | 
| ‘sentative assembly, and the people generally agreed with his views, the lowest classes : 
| | even expressing a: wish to see such an assembly established, “But the ‘ministry disap- | 2 
4 proved of the idea, saying that it was too early and that the people were too ignorant. | 
| . ' They speak as though they are the only men in the country who know anything and 
| that all the rest are fools. Yet if they show no-desire to do anything for the promo- | 
I. . tion of the welfare of the people, they are no better than the ministry of the Bakufu . | 
| | _ whose place they have taken. If this state of things is allowed to continue, when | 

| * This was an institution which was abolished when the Genro-In was created. | |
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abolished ? ee ay Se gee oa oe , . ae ' 

- .gomposed solely of men from Satsuma, Chéshiu, Tosa, and Hizen, and to serve their | 

co own interests they all play into each other’s hands. Although the ministry limits its c : 

-. ghoice of members to the four provinces referred to, surely no-one will say that these : 

- alone produce.men.of sense. Is this acting in accordance with the oath of Your In- o£ 

perial Majesty? Is this uniting the best intellect of the nation in an endeavor to pro- 1 

mote the dignity of the Emperor ? a pes oS | a i 

Your Majesty’s ministers have acted directly contrary to Your Majesty’s will, which: - ft 

is that the people shall have a voice in matters of national administration. They: have a a | 

enacted such laws as the press.and libel-laws, in order, by the former, to stifle all ex- ~ &-§ 

--"_ pression-of. public opinion, and by the latter to ensnare.the people ina most obnoxious Oo : 

manner. ‘Those who dare to.express an opinion on the government, or who, from their —. | 

- -position, might naturally be supposed to concern themselves in the affairs of the ' 
nation, are continually under the suspicion of the government, and .are not unfre- : | 

quently arrested. Imprisonment has been made the vile means of silencing allex-  o- 

‘ pression of public opinion, and Your Majesty’s- subjects are thus kept in a constant — ' 

| state of alarm. _ pte as - - | 

The second evil is that the management of this: government is conducted ina random OE 
and confused mamner. = | > a ae a a ce : 

‘As -we have previously stated, the: administration isin the hands ofa few. despotic | : 

officials who act without reference to the epinion or welfare ef the nation. Thisis | OE 

| _proof of the bad form of the government which causes all this disorder. Allthe positions, = : 

-from the Daijé: Daijin to: the heads of the various departments, are filled by men who : o- 

-. > formerly possessed influence in their various-ken, and who received their appointments ' 

during the confusion of the civil war. ‘They go.about from one department toanother,  — | 

| and pretend to be perfectly.acquainted with the affairs.of each, but.in reality they know | 
little, if anything, about them. Witness the length: of time they take to execute the . L 

-- .gimplest duties. ‘The lower class of officials, in imitation of their superiors, treat all | 
-public matters in a similar spirit, as though they :alone:were personally interested in : 

-.  -them,.and in this way is the government constantly chopping and changing. ‘The offi- | £ 

_ cials have probably no special aims. They are men of about equal-ability, but one says: of 

_ “go east,” the other insists on going west, and hence a state of constant confusion. The »  «- 
-prime minister.can with difficulty hold:his own. ‘The legislative body may be called 

— Inor Kioku, but its nature remains unchanged ; it is absolutely powerless. Astotheex- — oO 

ecutive department, when governors memorialize the central government itis-very par- o£ 
| tial in its decisions, approving on-the part of one governor what it would reject if com- § 

| _ ing from another governor. As for the judicial department, although it is supposed to  - 
have been founded, its workings are far from satisfactory. For instance, the question © — & 

of a mere collision between two vessels cannot be decided until after several depart- oF 

‘ments have been consulted, and though it is cognizant of maladministration in certain | 

| ‘ken, it takes no.steps to have the evil corrected. Such faets.as corrupt officials receiv- oo 

: ing the assistance of the chiefs of their departments in carrying out: their evil practices 

are not unknown. The.cabinet ministers have all their own-way. When they wish 
a anything carried out in the several.departments under their control they bring it be- = 8 = ff 

fore the cabinet, which they themselves form,:and give it:their own approval. When 
-.@ measure is enforced which may benefit. one department, but is unsuitable to another, . 

a, -it is subject. to constant alterations. Thus, notifications are always being altered and a 

withdrawn directly after their issue, to the great. misguiding of the people. Indeed, oo ®§ 

Wo the fickleness of the government: is so well known. that, when a measure is:passed, the o£ 

' people. say, “Well, it may probably remain ‘in force thirty days;” so thatthe con- By 

- stant issue of notifications causes unending confusion. No-sooner:have the people be- a 
.. ..eome used:to the working of some new regulation than it is changed, and though the a 

cd lower: officials must understand how extremely :prejudicial all:this isto the welfare of —_ - 

a the people, yet.they are compelled to. obey the orders of ‘their superiors ‘without daring | 

to utter.a word of protest. All this causes.the people to dislike the government. - 

_ Such important. measures as the enactment of laws and the imposition of «taxes are oo - 
| - garried out by the government without due consideration, for the-reason that there is | : 

no system in its-administration. At.the-time of the restoration the officials were ap- oe 
-.. pointed for a term of four -years-only, but the regulation was merely:a nominal one, 

never having been carried into effect. - | aan . | | 
_ -Jn-order to advance :the public welfare,. public opinion must: be allowed: expression, : 

| - and such liberty will be the ‘foundation-of our prosperity. Be:its ministers ever so © : 
wise, it is natural'to a government to become despotic. ‘With a country in ‘sucha | 

po condition as ours, how much more likely is.snch-a state of things to:come:about, | 
_. The-third evil is that the power of the .country:has ‘been too largely concentrated 

- -in- the central.government. Officials who recognized perpetually the evils offeudal- =. ~~ 
ism have gathered :to the capital all the powers that were originally in the hands of 7
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the daimios. This power is far greater than it should be, and it seems as though the \ 5 government was endeavoring to make itself as despotic as 9ossible. RI 
| With the view of facilitating the administration of government, governors were ap- " pointed to the various ken with entire powers of jurisdiction over the people placed in | | their charge. But we find that the actual powers of these governors are limited to 4 the collecting of taxes. No road, bridge, or public building can be constructed with- 1 out first obtaining the approval of the central government. Thus we find the time | 
4 oo of all local officials principally occupied in writing letters and attaching seals to doc- a i uments for transmission to the central government. ‘Their time being thus frittered | | away, what time have they to give to the consideration of petitions and memorials | _ sent in to them by the people? Every fraction. of the taxes has to be sent to the- : Okurasho, while the Naimusho must always be consulted before the most trivial matter 4 : can be carried out. Then the continual receipt of notifications from the government ; ‘and the constant changing of edicts are sources of no slight amount of vexation. a While, therefore, the expenditure of the local offices is strictly limited, they are called , | upon to perform an unlimited amount of work. . . : ; : The establishing of schools and the promotion of agricultural industries are no doubt i necessary and excellent, but when the ideas are carried out to an extravagant extent, 
i at the expense of the people, the only effect is to create a great deal of ill-will, — | A The country has been divided up into ken, and various offices have been established. a i in connection therewith, but they are so frequently changed, one office being divided 
1 into two or three, or several being amalgamated, that the greatest inconvenience is | occasioned. The government is, in fact, always endeavoring to decrease the little | | power possessed by the local authorities and to concentrate it wholly: in its own hands. 1 Last year the government issued a regulation specifying the term of service of the | | local officials, and placing in their hands a certain amount of responsibility in their a 4 _ discharge of the affairs of the ken. The authority granted them is, however, far from ! i. being sufficient, and, in order to check the power of the central government, far more | 1 freedom of action must be permitted to the local officials. . | | 1 The government, in order to prove to the people that its administration is a just one | 4 : toward them, should encourage the idea of popular government, and show at the same | | | time that it can be influenced by opinion. But the action of the present government | 
{7 is the reverse of this, for, regardless of such considerations, it seeks only to accumu- — | late the power in its own hands. The dwellers in the cities are rendered bankrupt | : and the people in the country are brought to utter poverty. These are the sad results 

of despotic rule. a a Oe pe | | es | | The fourth evilis that the military system will never be placed on a proper open. : 
: footing until the mode of recruiting the army is made to. agree with the form of gov- — : : ernment. - | ne ee as ee a | | General conscription and poll-taxes are not matters with which a despotic govern- to _ ment should meddle. They can only be imposed by limited forms of government. Re- — | 
4 forms can be more readily enforced by despotism, yet our government, despotic as it , 
| is, cannot carry out and support measures of reform. In the conducting of a limited - | | _ form of administration, the people unite with the government in the management of | 
d the affairs of the country, and peace is, therefore, more likely to be preserved under. 

| such a rule than under despotism. The people under limited forms of government pay 
| taxes in order to secure to themselves the happiness that arises from a sense of protec- ; | tion by the government. They hold themselves responsible for the defense of the ! | | country, and are willing to shed their blood in its cause. This proves that they under- | | 
1 _ stand the meaning of self-government. . . | Fo But under a despotic rule the case is a very different one. The rulers possess abso- 
4 lute power, while the people are in a condition very grievous to be borne. Whatever 
4 _ little money they may possess is wrung from them by taxation. Worse than that, : 
4 they may be called upon at any time to give their blood. Surely such treatment of its - | j people by a government cannot be pleasing in the eyes of the gods who govern all. | 
4 ‘Lhe people under this absolute rule have no responsible existence. The government 
i does what it likes, and enlists troops on the plea of necessary defense of the Emperor. ! 
| oe The system of general conscription can never work well anless it accords with the | 
i form of government. . | Crs | | | 
| _ . Let us show how the military system at present in force was first brought about. | 
4 After the restoration the military and civil duties of the samurai were abolished, and a , 
| proclamation was issued to the effect that the samurai and heimin should unite in form- | 
if ing an army for the defense of the nation. Regulations were published relative to the | 
/ enlistment of young men throughout the country, regardless of class, for the formation | 2 
| of regular forces. Now, we do not hold that this system is bad, but we maintain that | 
yo it is not suited to the present time, or, in other words, to the present form of govern- = 
| . ment. Since the above regulations were enforced, large barracks have been built, | 
4 officers dressed. out in showy uniforms, the troops furnished with arms of the latest 
4 improved pattern, and everything done in splendid form. Yet we see, on the occasion. 

of a rebellion breaking out in Kiu-Siu, the imperial army finds itself very hard pressed 2 

# : : ‘ :
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in the engagements in Higo. Not only the whole of the regular army and reserves . 
have to be sent down, but, finding they cannot suppress the insurrection, police forces | i 
are armed and dispatched to the seat of war, together with large numbers of samurat E 

_ of various ken. Now, police were not intended to be used as soldiers in the field. i 
~ The condition of our country may be compared to that of a house ruled over by an j 
obstinate and avaricious steward, who allows the family a sufficiency of neither food 

~ nor clothing, and who even goes so far as to seize their possessions, beating and ill- : 
treating them if they dare to murmur, causing to all the greatest distress. With mat- — - O- 
ters going on in this way, a fire breaks out in an adjoining house, which quickly spreads &£ 
to the dwelling of the steward. The family say, ‘‘ Well, we have been existing without - 

' a sufficiency of food or clothing, and have been despoiled of everything we once pos- |  § 
sessed. What is the good of our making any efforts to save our own property when i | 
it has been taken away from us?” And they run out of the house, saying,“‘“Weare t 
lucky as long as we escape with our lives,” and they take no pains to extinguish the — | E 
flames. - : | a oe a | 

_ Such an excellent institution—that is, excellent in the eyes of the government—as - 
a poll-tax cannot be introduced in such countries as Japan. The people now consider | : 

| it a cruel imposition. Like the conscription, it is only suited to constitutional forms. | =. 
| of government, and such is the government that Japan requires. For were a popular |  &£ 

| government to be intraduced, the people would get rid of their miserably slavish cus- : 
toms and ideas, and, feeling that they were to some extent responsible for the adminis- 
tration of their country’s affairs, they would interest themselves therein and become a 

: happier. They would not then deem their blood too precious to be spent in their a 
country’s cause, a feeling of patriotism that is sadly wanting at the present time. » &§ 

‘We are of opinion that the first step toward the formation of a limited form of 3 
government was taken when the duties of the samurai were abolished. This wasdone — : 

_ principally in the interests of the people. Unless it was the intention of forming a  &-§ 
|. limited government, the object of abolishing the duties of the samurai is not apparent. ] 

.. Under present circumstances the general conscription is useless, and the enormous | F 
| sums spent in maintaining. these forces produce fruitless results. The necessity of — —f 

sending to the seat of war policemen who aré only enrolled to aid in keeping civil — UE 
order in peaceful times does not arise from indolence of commanders nor want of dis- OE 

- cipline among the troops, but because the people have no idea of their responsibility \ - «-f 
‘in the affairs of the nation, and because nothing is done to acquaint them with their 7 | i 
duty. The using of policemen as troops, serviceable as they may be to the government os : 
inthe present emergency, will not, we fear, prove a good thing in the end. More- ae : 

: over it is a mighty wrong that the people should haveto supply the means for carrying 
on war and be compelled to sacrifice their lives on behalf of a government in. which 

"they have no part nor voice. me : | . | 
| The fifth evil is the mismanagement of the finances of the nation. i 

This is an evil from which all nations have for a long time had to suffer. In any 7 
country which has not a limited form of government the public are, as far as possible, 
kept in ignorance of the state of the exchequer. Sincé Your. Majesty came to the 

_ throne large sums have been expended in wars, public works, and the like. We are ! 
| well aware, aS we see by the dismissal of officials whose services are no longer es | 
- _- required, that all unnecessary expenses have been done away with. Accounts of a : 

- expenditures are also kept. This is all well and good, but the government depart- | : 
ments have had branch offices in certain banking establishments to which portions of | 
the public moneys have been intrusted. This has been done without first examining , - 

| the financial conditions of such. establishments. But there comes a day when, the - : 

suspicions of the government being aroused, it desires to withdraw its deposits. Then = : 
itis discovered that, although the bank may sell off everything it owns, the proceeds | | 
will not suffice to pay back one-tenth of the government money intrusted to its charge. | 

| - In consequence of this, the governmént issted certain laws (concerning the deposi- : 
- tories of the national funds) which were acted upon by all the fu and ken, and which, ve ft 

py their action, brought ruin to many a banking-house. The consequences were felt 
in all quarters, and the free circulation of the currency affected. =| | . : 
~The taxes of the fu and ken are collected and sent directly to the Okurasho. This  & 
causes great scarcity of money in the country and cripples its powers of production. UE 
The government shows great activity in promoting schemes for agricultural industries, oo 
in opening.up Yezo, and in establishing manufactories, but the officials appointed to - | 
‘take charge of such matters utterly mismanage whatever is intrusted to their care, : 

| and interfere with the just rights of the farmers and merchants.. Hundreds of thou- ~~ = 
. sands of yen are spent in assisting certain companies or in forming new ones, but such OE 

benevolent acts of the government are confined to certain persons or associations, and aoe | 
| in no way exercise any benefit for the public good. a | pO | | 

The chiefs of the various departments have full powers to increase or decrease.the  _- 
allowance for their anntal expenditure, as they can also increase or decrease the duties Be : 
of their respective officers. Tbe amount of work, therefore, done by any department. ' 

| depends on ihe amount. of its allowances, instead of the expenditure being in propor- a |
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: tion to the work actually done. The taxes represent the fruits of the people’s labor, 
, won with great sweat and toil. The government has taxed the people enormously, — ; but we do not see that the revenue is economically used. We see, certainly, estimates — 

: of what is apportioned each year to the several departmer:ts, but we are not shown 
| _ how it is expended. Reserve funds and surplus from the annual allowances are spoken = 
1 a of from time to time, but their existence is very doubtful indeed. | Mo ad | 
| _ On coming into the capital from the country one is struck with the vast difference 
; a there is between the wealth of the former and the wretched poverty of the latter. It. | 
Po - seems as though all money had collected in the capital and ceased to circulate in the - | | country. The nation is greatly troubled on account of this, but it-is only because the. | 
: government keeps everything secret from the people. Aithough it shows them tables: | 
Boo of expenditure, it never lets them see the real accounts as to how such expenditure is - 
a conducted. _ | | _ oo - | 4 With whom does Your Imperial Majesty consult with reference to the manner in _ 
4 _ which the expenses of war, cost of public works, the foreign and native loans, and‘such — 7 
4 like, shall be met? If the people get no return in increased happiness for the taxes’ _ | 
po they pay, there must be some great mismanagement of the finances. vee 1 
sO ' The sixth is the present system of collecting the land-taxes, which constitutes an — | 
i oppression too great to be borne by the people’ st : a | 
j It is the duty of a government to watch over the people, to govern the coun try with 7 
j _ a sole view to their welfare; and to enable them to-do this it is necessary that-taxes: 
: should be levied. Should the government rightly perform its duties, the people will | 
é readily acknowledge their obligations. A proper administration can only be secured | 
fo, through the adoption of constitutional government, and when this takes place many = | 
: existent evils will be done away. But under.a despotic government the people are’ 2 
j «Kept, as it were, slaves. It imposes taxes at will. 1 boasts of its benevolence, butin 2 
4 - reality the people are stripped of their rights and properties, and no heed is: paid to 2 
i _ their complaints. Owing to feudal influences, the method of collecting taxes has dif- a 
po fered in nearly every province, and the issue of the edict providing for a general re- , 
| _ form of the land-taxes, by which all the land in the country was to be taxed equally, 
go, caused great joy among Your Majesty’s subjects. But the officials in their haste to 
to carry this into effect caused a vast amount of inconvenience to the farmers, who were 2 
| compelled to leave the cultivation of their lands, and set to work to survey the ground, | 

prepare maps, do this thing and that thing, while the officials insisted on the taxes be- | 
ing paid before the value of. the land. was properly settled and apportioned. Thus the: : 

: good intentions of Your Majesty in issuing this proclamation have been entirely frus- 
er _ trated by the conduct of Your Majesty’s officials. _ eS | po 
7 oe The government. introduces many reforms which are good in themselves, but are 

totally unsuited to its present despotic form, and which results in much evil instead: of | 
q the good they are intended ‘to produce. When they saw the imperial decree of the 4th | 
4 _ January, 1877, the people’s suspicions were again aroused. People pay taxes in or-. | qo... der to promote their own happiness, and if they feel secure of this they pay willingly; 

. _ but how does the government propose to collect taxes before the value of. the land has- : | 
: been settled? The imperial decree is a good one in intention, but not in practice, for a | 
4 the government can at its pleasure increase or decrease the taxation... The farming = 
4 | class, who are the most peaceable of men, could not see the necessity of all this haste | 
| _ In the change of method of collecting. the land-tax, and, pressed beyond endurance, | 
| rose in arms against the government, deeming it better that the old mode-should exist | 
4 rather than that they should be put to such hardships as the speedy reform involved. _- | 
| Surely this was not the wish of Your Imperial Majesty. . —— ! 
| The seventh evil is the method pursued by the government; in equalizing the rights _ 1 
4 of the samurai and the common people. So eee 
4 The samurai of Japan form a class that has existed since the Middle Ages. They. | 
i _ were controlled by feudal lords, and their spirit of patriotism, though contined to their | 
po ‘own provinces, was noble. They possessed great virtues. They hated theideaofdis- =| 
4 _ grace, they were faithful to their lords, and they interested themselves in the adminis-- | 
| - tration of the affairs of their respective han. The lord of a province and his chief ad- © | 
| _ °. visers were restrained from acts of oppression by the watckfulness of the samurai of | - 
1 the han, who could compel their feudal lord to transfer his duties to another member of | 

. his house or enforce the resignation of an official. Since Your Majesty took the power _ : 
4 | of the administration into your hands, the feudal system has-been abolished, and the | 
7 samurai are no longer required. But the samurai still retained their rank andacertain ss 
| _ portion of their rights, in consideration of their being superior to the common peoples 
| in education-‘and knowledge. Steps should therefore be taken to render the people, | 
1 by education, the equal of the samurai, so that they may be able to take the same inter-- | 
| est in the affairs of their country, and advance in happiness. Thisis the willof Your: 
4 - Imperial Majesty. a oa re | 
| 7 But not only are the people prevented from taking any part in the government, but the» | 
| effort is made to bring the samurai down to the same slavish level as the lower classes’ 

_ No matter how cruel or deceptive the edicts of their rulers may be, they are expected — 2
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+o make no remonstrance. A great mistake has been made in endeavoring to lower = . 
the samurai to the level ofthe common people. Encouragement should have been given - q 
to the latter to raise themselves to the levél of the samurai... Instead of this, the gov- of 
ernment has acted in a directly contrary manner. Great-consideration should be given «= 
to this question. The samurai have always taken part in the administration of affairs  &£ 

of their various han since the commencement of feudal times; their minds have thus | 7 
been familiarized with political matters, and they are not content to be deprived of all : 

-. their prerogatives. Although their services may be no ionger required, their minds re-  - 
- main unchanged. It is owing to this that nearly all the insurrections that have taken 4 

: place since the restoration have been caused by the samurai... To raise a rebellion is- — 
undoubtedly wrong, but that the samurai. should be driven to do sois certainly due to ; 

some mismanagement on the part of the government. | Oo oo. oo og 

-. A wise man once said that as long as a man has plenty to do he is not likely to com- _ | 
mit evil, but idleness is certain to lead to crime. The real cause of the samuratof Saga, | ft 
Kumamoto, Hagi, and Satsuma taking up arms against the government is that they of 

-. had nothing to do but brood over their grievances. This country cannot be coerced = a | 
! -into tranquillity by means of oppression until: the race of samurai has died out of the. _ &— 

| land. The. government may exult. over .its conquests, but. the country is weakened a : 

| every time that it achieves a victory over its own people. { 

! - This is the present condition of Japan. Public opinionis in no way consulted. Ef- j 

- . forts are made to hold both the samurai and the heimin in absolute slavery. They are - = § 
Po granted.no political rights. They have no control over their own welfare. What does i 

- His Majesty suppose.is the cause of all this misery ?- os | | E 

~ The eighth evil is the mismanagement of foreign affairs. _ — . | 

As Japan has nota constitutional form of government, the people cannot enjoy peace | : 
| and happiness. Neither does a country so governed obtain its just rights from nations = : 
- with whom it-may be in intercourse. For such errors the people hold a government oe : 

- responsible. There have been four mistakes committed with regard to foreign affairs— = ~ f= 
the Formosan expedition; the. Corean affair; the cession of Sagahlien; and the revis- t 
jon. of the treaties ; with all of these the honor of our country. is intimately concerned, | =f 
as: well as the happiness of the nation. Our people knew that Corea isa country with = = : 
-which Japan has had intercourse from the most. ancient. times. Suddenly the inter- Pa 

-. gourse was broken.off;.and when we sent an envoy thither he was.befooled and all his oe 
proposals rejected. Not only were the Coreans.insulting, but they threatened hostile os 
resistance. It was proposed to send a second envoy to.remonstrate against the treat- - OE 

- - ment of .the former one, but the government suddenly changed its views, and nothing — E 
further was done. The people when they learned this became enraged, and their feel- | q 
ings found vent in the rebellion of the samurai of Saga.. Nosooner was this suppressed. : 
than sudden orders were issued for a hostile expedition.against Formosa. Thereason | _ 
for the government’s undertaking this was perfectly incomprehensible to the people. - 

: What kind of race are the Formosans? They-are under no king or emperor, but are — 
ruled by some savage chief. They are cannibals, and. such a set of savages are not : t 

. worthy of being spoken of. . Corea is different... I¢-has an established government with _ oe 
‘which we have been on terms of friendly intercourse from times long past. Howcomes — i 
it that our government asked no explanation. for.a national insult from a country like 

_ Corea with an established. government, and yet sent a hostile expedition against such | 
. a barbarous island as Formosa? The reason assigned was that the Formosans had been. ; 

| guilty of murdering some shipwrecked sailors from Leo-Choo. Now the nationality . — : 
| of the Loo-Chooans .has not. yet been. settled, as it remains undecided whether they : | ft 

are subjects of Japan or China... The nationality of the Formosans was also not — | oF 
| known, as it was uncertain whether the-whole or only a part. of the island of Formosa E 

belonged to China. The expense of these expeditions was immense, but on that point = | ‘ 
we will say no more here. _ oS - | a 7 a | I 

We will take it for granted that Loo-Choo was supposed to be under the dominion of — , ff 

_ Japan, and that for this reason we sent. the expedition to, Formosa, giving rise to & 
trouble between us and China. In order that the country might suffer no disgrace,the = - 
people took up the cause in a most zealous spirit; but the government sent an envoy | a 

to.China; and on payment by the Chinese Government of the indemnity of five hun- — oo 
dred thousand taels, all the troops were withdrawn from Formosa and sent back to Ja- . | 

) pan. Our forces, therefore, neither. succeeded in acquiring Formosa, nor in proving Og 
- that the sovereignty over the Loo-Choo Islands pertains to J apan.and to Japan alone. — ae | 

An indemnity of five hundred tuousand taels, and nothing else, is not sufficient to. . 
_ make thirty millionsof our countrymen believe that the government had accomplisued : 

any great.object, or to make. it clear tothe eyes of the world that.to obtain this was. _ 
: ' the object of the expedition.  —— > a | | | 
. _ The Kokua affair. took place shortly after. Before. it was certainly ascertained ~~ 

. whether the act of firing upon the Japanese vessel of war was committed by order of. - 
‘. the Corean Government, or only by some one opposed to the government, an envoy was .. - ' 

dispatched, demanding an immediate explanation. Now, it is wholly inexplicable. to. — : 
us why the government did. not demand an explanation when the Coreans openly in- _ *E
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: sulted our envoy and treated Japan with contempt, when it is so ready to, demand: | 
ae reparation for a shot fired against a vessel of war, not by order of the government, but _ | 

| _. by the governor of some fort. In which was the honor of the country most concerned? | 
: Yet the government took no notice of the former case, while it was greatly exercised ) 
to ~ over the latter. An ambassador was sent, the main object of his mission being identi- 
. - cal with that of the first envoy, the renewing of friendly ard commercial intercourse.. | 
fo. : The people are perplexed to know why what was deemed wrong in the first instance 

: should be thought right two years later. — | | eee Eg 
1 . But this is not all. It is natural to every one to resist any claims that may be made : 
| on his property, and no one who had been impreperly deprived of one portion of: his: | 
4 property would of his own free will receive for it another portion. We will proceed to ! 
| expose the mismanagement of the government in the Sagahlien question. 7 | 
i For a long time past, Japan has neglected to give proper attention to the protection — | 
} | _ of the northern portion of her dominion. In the time of the Bakufu, even the children | 
a _ knew that Saghalien and the Kuriles belonged to Japan. But the Russians have come 2 
4 down below the fiftieth degree to hunt, and have commenced to devour our country. | 
4 After the restoration, when the Kaitakushi was established, enormous sums of money ° | 
po were spent in opening up the northern islands, promoting education, establishing agri- | | 
} cultural industries and farming institutions, founding. and laying out schools and | . 
3 towns. The nation looked forward to the portion of Saghalien which had been oceu- | 
3 pied by the Russians again becoming the property of Japan. Jnstead of this the whole | 
3 | island has been taken from us. What good, then, has: the Kaitakushi done, and what | 
4 benefit have we gained from all the money spent on a place which a treaty has taken_ : 
. from us ? | - 7 | ee 
Q | Loo-Choo constitutes a Japanese han. Our troops are garrisoned there; the post-office | 
4 _ and a branch of the Naimusho have been established there; but both the King and peo- | 
] ple of Loo-Choo are endeavoring to free themselves from the authority of Japan. | 
| China is endeavoring. to do the same with Loo-Choo as Russia has done with Sagahlien. | 
4 If China succeeds, our territory wilygradually decrease, and with it our power. 
, Let us turn to the question of the revision of foreign treaties. When the appointed © | 
j time had arrived, ambassadors, with a large number of subordinate officials, number- 
t ing in all about one hundred, were sent to the various treaty powers, and returned — 
a without having accomplished any object but the spending of a vast amount of money. | 
4 This caused foreigners to regard us with contempt. The Japanese people, in their rage, 
to say that all this arose from the action of an irresponsible government. . oe 
fo The above eight evils that we have mentioned all arise from the despotic rule of a | 
i government which, refusing to consult the public welfare in carrying out its adminis- — 
| tration, becomes confused. This is very clear and cannot be denied. Hence it arises 
| _ that the government and the people are continually opposed, and thereisnosingleday = 

when universal peace prevails. _ Tee bbe Se gs oe Ck 
Since the commencement of the Kiu-Siu rebellion, the whole of the naval and mili- — 

| tary forces have been sent to the south; the treasury is exhausted, and the government. 
| is putting forth all its power to keep, back the insurgents. Now, although the govern- 7 
4 ment should put down the rebellion, what will it benefit the people? Nothing at all.” : 
i More than that; when it has suppressed this rebellion, it is likely to turn all its power 
: against objects of its hate. Examples of this have not been wanting in ancient and - | 

oo modern times. Under such circumstances all men of intelligence, all those who stand Ss 
4 ' up for the rights and liberties of the people, would be looked upon as its.enemies, and | | 
3 measures be taken against them accordingly. Thus the government would become the 
4 | same as the Tokugawa administration previous to its final dissolution. os 2 
4 When the Bakufu interfered with the rights of the people. the latter grew more and - 
4 more determined, and though one might fail in his endeavor to oppose the government, ! 
LL others arose, and so after much blood had been shed the present administration was : 
‘ : established. | | ee 2 
4 If a betto in riding a horse pulls too hard upon the bit, in order to escape from the - | 
4 pain the animal wili commence to kick and bite. Does not this apply tothe treatment: 
4 _ of mankind ? . | ne | 
| Suppose that the nation were to bring forward the five oaths of Your Imperial Majesty, | 
3 and Your Majesty’s decree for the establishment of a constitutional form of govern- | 
- ment, and demand the government to give an explanation why it had not acted in ac- © 2 
4 . cordance therewith, how could they answer, or what excuse would avail Your Majesty 3 
| before the gods? Ce | | : | 
| Suppose that at the present time a foreign power were to declare war against the 
4 country, what could Your Majesty do? It is such considerations that cause us the deep- 7 
to est anxiety. . ne 
; By this var memorial Your Imperial Majesty will be able to judge which of the acts - 
4 of Your Majesty and of Your Majesty’s ministers are right and which are wrong. The~ ! 
4 ministry actsas though it were notin the least degree responsible for any acts done in od 
| Your Majesty’s name. Should ruin fall upon our country in .consequence of such; — | 
{ acts, the members of the ministry can only be degraded, while all the blame will. be’ | 2 

| . . ‘ : 

{ a , .
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imputed to Your Majesty, and the people will be called upon to undergo terrible hard- | 
sbips.. | a des . : Le Cn en | 

_.., Nothing could more tend to the well-being of the country than for Your Majesty to | EE 
' put an end to all despotic and oppressive measures and to consult public opinioninthe _ .  § 

- conduct of the government. To this end a representative assembly should be estab- = 
lished, so that the government may become constitutional in form. The people would og 
then become more interested and zealous. in looking after the affairs of the country, ae | 

| ‘public opinion will find expression, and despotism and confusion cease. The nation oe r 
would advance in civilization; wealth would accumulate in the country; troublesfrom _ oF 

- within and contempt from without would cease, and the happiness of: Your Imperial . | 

_. Majesty and of Your Majesty’s subjects will be secured. —__ - ee  «- 
| Your Imperial Majesty’s oaths at the time of your ascent to the throne and the im- co . 

| perial edict of the 14th April, 1874, prove that it is the wish of Your Majesty that : 
_ the people should have a voice in the administration and that a constitutional form of OE 

government should be established. The people rejoice greatly at learning that suchis _ og 
‘Your Imperial Majesty’s wish, o oe . oe Oe 

‘We hope that Your Imperial Majesty will not be led astray by the words of others, Ed 
--. -but approve of this our memorial, in acting in accordance with which happiness may = © -—s «i 

be secured to Japan. | - a | — oF 
: | | | | Se KATAOKA KENKICHI, re | 

: soon Representative of the Risshisna. Kochi Ken(Tosa). ae 
Suns, 1877. . | oo — oo ; a 

- — UIBERTAL 
een Oe NO 2050 oo 

es: | Mr. Turner to Mr. Buavts.§ = © | 

+ No. 261.] _- LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES, | 
a Po Monrovia, Liberia, June 17,1877. (Received July 23.) a | : 

- Str: From the slowness and uncertainty with which election-returns. | 
and, indeed, reports of every nature involving the use of figures,are = = J 

_ made, there are few things in Liberia requiring greater exercise of pa- | 
_ tience. There being no horses or other beasts of burden in Liberia (and | 
if such animals were here the country possesses no roads except the ee | 

| mere “trail” or “bridle-paths” worn by the foot-travel of native Afri- = = | 
| Cans), it is necessary to convey the internal mails, through which elec- | 

_ tion-returns must reach the capital, by men who travel on foot. The = — | 
-. above fact is offered in explanation of my seeming delay in reporting to the cae i 

Department the regular biennial election for President and Vice-Presi- a | 
dent and members of the Legislature of Liberia. The Presidential elec- | 
tion was held throughout the republic on the first Tuesday in May, the _ | - 
day fixed for that purpose by the constitution of Liberia. The gentle- | i 

~ men who had the distinction of being candidates for the Presidency are : | 
- the same two gentlemen who were the nominees for that post of high _ | | 

_ trust at the Presidential election held in May, A. D. 1875, viz, his excel- - | 
lency James S. Payne, President of Liberia, and the honorable Anthony | 

_ W. Gardner, ex-vice-president, the only person now living of thosewho > | 
- had the honor of signing the declaration of independence of Liberia. My | 

_ dispatch of date the 30th May, 1875, and numbered 168, treats in part of : | 
the distinguished candidates for the Presidency of the republic; and as I | &§ 
Should not engage the attention of the Department unnecessarily, will = | 

- hot write now of their individual qualities. - | 
_ At this writing the returns have reached Monrovia from every district. me | 
of the country; and the election of Mr. Gardner to the Presidency is, _ | 
agreeably with what I have been able to learn, conceded by President = ~—i 

_ Payne and by the political supporters of that gentleman. The principal. oo 
significance which this result of the Presidential election will probably = © f
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a _ have is doubtless couched in the circumstance that Mr. Gardner was) 
1 - regarded in the campaign as the champion of those prejudices and laws = 
|. in Liberia which in many instances tend to exclude foreign residents =| 
i from the enjoyment of privileges which would seem essential to their. _ 
4 | - eomfort and contentment in the country, and in others to confine the _ 

. -. business transactions of such persons absolutely to the designated 
to “ports of entry” situated immediately upon. the sea-coast. Nodoubt |. 

the: Department is informed, through my former dispatches, that the =~ 
Po administration of President Payne has shown inclination to construe 
i . ~ such laws as bear upon the interests of foreigners resident in Liberia a 
it ~ - ag liberally as the text thereof and public opinion would allow. By that _ ) 
; course the present administration has fallen into outspoken and pro- 
Po. nounced disfavor with a large majority of the citizens of Liberia. The 
A Legislature of 1875~76 submitted to be voted upon by the people atthe 
i election of which I write certain propositions to amend the constitution, 
fo with the view to abrogate in favor of foreigners certain exclusive and 
H ' restrictive provisions of that instrament. This proposal to amend the — | 
i constitution of Liberia was so unpopular as to meet with the almost 
i | unanimous opposition of the voters, and there were polled in all the 
fo republic in favor of the adoption of the amendments to the constitu. 
i tion only twenty-nine votes. The defeat of President Payne is said to | 
i ~ be the most overwhelming of any gentleman who was heretofore a can- 
a - didate for the Presidency. It is thought that the friends of Mr. Gard- ! 
i oO ner will, on a two-thirds vote, compose a majority of the next Legisla~- 
, ~ ture. I have been at.some pains to collect the figures from which to 
1... - prepare the accompanying table, marked Inclosure No. 1, showing the 
1, vote for President and Vice-President in the elections held May, 1875, 

- and May, 1877. It would seem from the circumstances and results of =~ 

, - this election that this spirit of unfriendliness toward the interests of : 
, . foreigners is in some sense fixed. Owing to the general absence of 2 
i: - ‘  gehools and a well-conducted press (there is not one newspaper pub- 

|. |. Jished in Liberia), the political affairs of this country are perhaps too , 

a - eompletely at the mercy of a few men, whose designs, whether for the : 
: weal or for the woe of their country, are not easily interrupted. Itis : 

-.- for the best interests of Liberia to be sincerely hoped that the few patri-— | 
: ots who advocate the extension of equitable privileges and rights to | 
f° foreigners who may resort to Liberia tor the investment of-their capital : 

, may succeed in that advocacy. Lam of opinion that the legislation of = _ 

] | Lycurgus interdicting the importation of gold and the other precious | 

-. metals into Sparta could not have operated more effectually upon the 

. | Spartans than tends this spirit of unfriendliness to excite the timidity, | 
ce of foreign capitalists engaged in agricultural or commercial pursuits in = 

i ~  -Foiberia. a | SO oo. eee a ! 
to - IT have, &¢., . : J. MILTON TURNER. ¢ | 

Po oe ee No.206.0 Be - 

Ce i Mr. Turner to Mr. Evarts. : nn 

- No. 278.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | j | 

| : Monrovia, Liberia, September 3, 1877, (Received October 23.) — | 

i - Sir: I have read in the New York Semi-weekly Evening Post of the _ . 
i. 14th July this paragraph, viz: — re : ee 

4 — 7 The promoters of a Liberian emigration scheme in Charleston assert that they have } 

pe enrolled the names of two thousand tive hundred colored persons in that city, and thirty 
J- . >> thousand in the State, who consent to emigrate. — | an
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_ And in the New York paper Le Messager Franco-Américain,of Tuesday, = 8  ~— 
Av daly, 1877, viz: os a ee a a | 

Il parait que les Sud-Caroliniens ne voient pas avec plaisir cette entreprise d’émigra- | &§ 
| tion négre. : BO Ee ee 

. . - - -« [Translation.] ce oe o£ 

_ Tt seems that the South Carolinians do not view with pleasure this enterprise of ne- == . =| 
_- groemigration, = a a Os | 

- I found also in the Washington National Republican, July 20,the = | 
following, viz: ORE a I a ea UE 

a * * * Nevertheless some families did go, but from the report which they sent §8 = § 
_. back they found Liberia anything but an El Dorado. A few of them wrote urgent ap- = : 
-  peals to their friends at home to assist them to return, and by means of subscriptions so | og 

~ - obtained managed to make their way back. * * * - a en | 

-.. The reasons which have influenced me to omit in my correspondence __ ot 
to notice the scheme for the emigration to Liberia of negro citizens of — OF 
the United States, as propagated by the organizations in the United. ff 

. States known as the American Colonization Society, &c., are manifold;. =. = — 
. the principal one of which is, no doubt, obvious to the Department. = = | 

 But.as the determined agitation of the agents of those associations ap- UE 
- pears of late to attract the attention of a class of Americans whose i gno- - 

_ rance of all the real facts in the case leaves them exposed toer parte .  — & 
_ Statements, which, in many instances, may induce them to leave homes — &§ 

- and situations in life where they enjoy, at least, comparative comfort, —  - 
. .and are able at the same time tosupply an important demand for labor, . : 
_ only to experience disappointment in a foreign land, without hope,in | 
- nine cases in ten, of even being able to acquire the means to return to ae 

_ their homes, it now suggests itself as my duty to give only a very few | | 
- of the more cogent reasons why I cannot advise or encourage the emi- | 
_ gration by subscription of negro citizens of the United States to Liberia. = =i 

- . American philanthropists, influenced by the belief that they are as-— | 
sisting the elevation and well-being of an unfortunate class, and at the = ff 

-. Same time aiding the evangelization and civilization of Africa, contrib- | 
ute of their means to support a scheme which is not alone impolitic, I 

_. but, in a majority of instances, absolutely injuriousin results. Itisfar — 
| from my purpose to condemn or cause to be misunderstood the well- oo | 

. meaning intentions of persons who merely contribute their money to be oe 
used by others in this enterprise to colonize the American negro in 

., Africa. This entire enterprise is kept alive in the United States bya  ~— ff 
| few active agents of those societies who represent, usually, to the more = | 
_ inexperienced of the class they desire to operate upon as emigrants, ce 

only what is of a nature best adapted to deceive the unwary into the - | 
belief that the abundant wealth which nature has lavished upon Africa = ——if 
is not locked securely within the environs of these deadly climatic in- == — — 

_ fluences. These agents speak the truth when they represent that emi- = => 
_ grants will find the soil fertile; that constant summer prevails; that | 
| there are mineral wealth, beautiful landscapes, luxurious vegetation, trop- | 
_ deal fruits of every description, &c. But they should add that the most oe 

primitive agricultural appliances are used for tilling this fertile soil, El 
- sucb as. cutlasses, hoes, bill-hooks, &c. Such a thing asa plow is not = 

to be found in use in Liberia. It has been demonstrated that neither = | | 
_, horses, mules, nor donkeys can withstand the climate on the sea-coast. - 
_. Horses are found in the interior, but, when brought to the coast, they © ~ | 

| sicken and die. Although constant summer prevails, as to temperature, Ee 
_ the miasmatic influence, caused by the heayy rain alternating with hot ee 

Sunshine, causes sickness during:six months of the year, and, during the == ~~ |
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|. remaining six months of the year the power* of the sunis such thatit | | 
is almost impossible for any one except a native to work, as it pro- | 

to. ~ duces inertia, lassitude, want of energy. Indeed, after a man has once | 
i: had the fever, he never, in Africa, regains the energy he was possessed 
a of before. Only avery few of the most robust constitutions ever regain, 
. after leaving the climate, their former physical status. Itis impossible  _ 
. to direct the sight anywhere without its resting upon the “beautiful 
Be landscapes,” and upon hills and dales covered with virgin forests, the 
|... sea and rivers margined with that “‘ luxuriant vegetation” always pecu- — 
; liar to the deadly mangrove-swamps. Itis true there is mineral wealth, _. 
i. but the procuring of this wealth is more than counterbalanced by the 
i | sacrifice and difficulty necessary for a people poor in the knowledge of | 
| | the economy of government, and poor as well in individual compe-- | 
oe tence. Rich as the country is naturally, Liberia has never been inde- 
| : _ pendent to loose herself from other countries enough to produce food | 
to sufficient for her daily home consumption. Although a rice growing | 
fo land, rice is imported from, England and other countries and sold at $84. 
i -- per bushel, when better rice can be grown and sold at half the price. | 
po Rice is the principal breadstuff. I have never seen flour of a less price | 
| than $14 per barrel; butter, at $1 per pound; hams, from $5 to $8 each; 
| | other provisions proportionably high. In the face of these facts the — | 
{ American emigrant has to compete with the native for labor. The ? 
| | native is strong and hardy, with a very few wants, and able, at fifty 2 

7 -. gents per day, to perform the labor usually assigned to horses in other | | 
| countries. | 7 a | a , 
| _ When these agents, by reason of such ev-parte representations, have 
i suceeded, first, in producing discontent, thereby inducing these unsus- , 

7 pecting persons to quit homes and surroundings, already known and ! 
4 | possessed, and to migrate across an ocean to a land unknown to them- | 

selves and the world, impossible hopes are afterward raised, superin- | 
1 . duced by these distorted statements of empire and national greatness. — | 
} They are left, at the expiration of six months of (so-called) support, with- > 
i out money or any means of livelihood, with little, if any, communication — | 
‘ae _with their former friends and homes, without knowledge of the customs 

| . and nature of the country to which they have come, suffering from the |: 
: | | despair and discouragement occasioned by the acclimation fever, and, | 
| a alas! in too many cases, mourning the loss of perhaps their entire fami- — | 

lies, save the one thus left a mourner; such are only anxious to return 
| from whence they came. I may here remark, J have never known of | 

| the departure of a vessel to America, without receiving, frequently, a | 
| dozen applications to be sent back. Under the law I am powerless to | 
| help them. If, perchance, the children of a family survive, as is fre- | 
| quently the case, the guardians are alarmed when they discover that | 
| | they have left a country where a public-school system prevails for one | 
| where their children will be deprived of this benefit. Thus, confronted | | 

a on every hand by discouraging circumstances, the emigrant naturally ! 
_ - turns to the agent in the United States, whose representations led to _ 

| - this condition of things. I have been sorry before now to believe that | 
io. the agent loses much of his zealous interest in the emigrant with the _ 

| - conclusion of the contract-for the provisions for the support of the emi. 
, grant for six months. The agent generally replies, with the gratuitous | 

advice to the emigrant to push his way as far to the interior of Africa | 
as possible and there settle. ane _ a 

| Travelers to the interior of Africa agree that some distance interior- | 

-  *The mean temperature is about 85°; but, on account of the dampness of the cli- . 
4 mate, the heat is sultry, depressing, weakening. a |
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_. ward from the sea-coast we may reach healthier localities. But when we  ~— & 
-. reflect that there are no roads, only foot-paths cut by the natives,and == =  § 

the only means of transporting their goods is on the heads or backs of | : 
native carriers, we are not surprised to find that after so long a time as > 
sixty years, the emigrant has not penetrated the interior more than four oF 

- or five hours’ travel, especially considering. that the forests are almost a 
- impregnable, being matted together with a thick undergrowth of vines. | 

The facts show that these poor people cannot go to the ‘‘high hills and | 
- undulating plains” said to be in the interior of Africa, without means — | 

to provide themselves with roads, and without treaties of commerceand .  — § 
_ friendship with the numerous petty kings, who are, in many instances, : | 

either openly or covertly hostile. It would frequently be necessary to  ~— 
_ enforce these treaties by means of an armed force, as England and all oe 

_ European powers who have colonies find from experience, as witness _ of 
the recent difficult march of the English upon Coomassie, and the cap- ee | 
ture and execution of four or five African kings by the colonial govern-. | 

. ment of Sierra Leone for obstructing the roads. - — Ss t 
It is worthy of observation that even the majority of those powers | i 

| have not been able to conquer the dense obstructions, which lieon the -— | 
way to the interior of Africa, but comparatively short distances. And oe 

| IT would also remark that the theory that the negro of America, after | 
three centuries of absence from Africa, the long weary years of which ~~ | 

_ were not altogether devoted to training him in the things which pertain to | ' 
the higher walks of knowledge, is better prepared than other foreigners, — | 
physically or otherwise, to carry civilization to this unfortunate people, &§ 
ig in my opinion and experience as fallacious as it is unreasonable. In | o£ 

| fine, my experience has been that when the American negro is brought fF 
face to face in contact with this work, he is, for all practical purposes,, =  ~— & 
as much a foreigner as any other people, and can only extend tothe 

_ barbarous African the same philanthropic sympathy. It is not tobe = — & 
~ wondered at that when the emigrant is met by the unexpected obstruc- | 
| tions referred to, his interesfi and ardor to realize the dream of evangel- = — | 

izing, civilizing, and colonizing Africa, himself being the immediate | i 
: means, often changes into the desire to return to hishome. Aftersixty _— f 
: years we find that those who have remained with praiseworthy deter- 
- mivatioh, if possible, to conquer these obstructions, have not assimilated OE 

“a single tribe of native Africans, but have caused the extinction as | 
- such of perhaps as many of the aborigines. Instead, the continual | 
| ery is for “ more, more” from America to come, and, I suppose, do as a : 

they have done toward the grand consummation—nothing. Without a ae 
| census in the country it is easy to observe that our mortality is greater 

than our increase from all sources; our children born in the country 
| are weaker, therefore, more short-lived, than their parents, and our | - 
_. need to-day is more men. Would it not be reasonable to suppose that oe 

after another sixty years, the number supplied being equal, the want | a 
of Liberia will then, as now, be “more men”? Now, seeing that the § 

— - result of these trying experiences is not the furtherance of the object _ | 
-. aimed at, does it not seem advisable that philanthropy should be dis- 7 

couraged rather than promoted in this mistaken direction? None would - 
| have American benevolence discontinue the effort to make “ sunshine re 

in the shady places” of this republic, nor cease. seeking to mitigate Et 
| the wants of the unfortunate children of Africa; on the contrary, © 

would it not seem time for that benevolence to show increased effort _ | 
- in the development of Africa’s vast resources, and that this effort should ee 

not only be increased, but take to itself an interest in Africa as broad ) 
as charity, kind as sympathy, and as comprehensive as the work isex-
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tensive and just. Neither is it intended to disparage the Spartan-like 
|... patriotism and stoic indifference to suffering, put forth so persistently — 
4 . by the first settlers of Liberia. They gained a foothold upon the shores _ 
: . - Of this country by persuasion when possible and by conquest. when 
/ necessary. When taken comparatively, the policy employed by the En- 

ns glish and other Europeans seems productive of as great, if not greater | 
i ~ results than the plan adopted by Americans. They seem to realize the | 
Po necessity of supplying light from without Africa; but at this point their =| 
j _ policy appears. to diverge from the plan of Americans, inasmuch as they | 
Po _ intrust the continuation, indeed the completion, of the work to.the in- - 
; | - digenous inhabitant himself. At first it was their policy to take from = —_ 
: oe the tribes the children of greatest’ intellectual promise and place them = 
i 7 in the universities of Europe that they might become qualified to train = | 
: their fellow-countrymen. It was discovered that this method furnished | | 
fo the pupil with ideas of civilization ill adapted toe the purpose for which ! 
: | he was destined. Then the English adopted the plan of the Fourah = 
Boe Bay College, of Sierra Leone, where the student may acquire that kind — | 
Bo of education necessary without leaving Africa. The result of thisand | 
’ other efforts in like direction is the production of men suitable for the | | 
i | work. For example, from schools thus established hundreds of young ! 
fo - Africans with common training are graduated every year. It is pleas- | 
i _ ant to notice that Bishop Crowther,* of the Church of England, takes | 
to to the new field of labor which he has opened on the Niger many young / 
| -.- aen and women from these schools, who in their turn become co- — | 
, laborers for the elevation of their people. The students trom these | 

, schools may be found in all the professions, in commerce, and in all the | 
| | several vocations of life. Africais their home, and for them the climate’ 
: . _ possesses beauties, where others find only terror and premature death. 2 

7 : _ It does seem that the mission of Liberia is to form the nucleus about — | 
1 which to culminate the very tractable tribes residing upon their terri- — : 
to tory. Since the want of Liberia at the present time is men, would it not | 
fe be a better economy to expend the moneys now being used for the mi- | 

_ gration of the class of emigrants described, in the establishment of | 
| - manual-labor schools which would stipply the class of men needed in the | 

f . country, free. from all the drawbacks consequent upon emigrating from. | 
7 America? a nn Be | 
i , We have at our very doors, only forty miles from Monrovia, at Cape —_ | 
: | Mount, the Vei tribe, with perfect physical organization, and with an = | 

' inventive genius which has won for them the reputation of being the _ 
| only tribe known on this coast to have invented an alphabet, by means | 
| _of which they were -found in communication with the interior.. Their —— 
bo language has been reduced to grammar. This tribe desires to learn. | 
| : _ Often when any of them were employed about this legation they would 7 

-. require in payment pens, ink, and paper; not, as the other nations, gin, | 
'  -- rum, tobacco, cloth, &c. | a | | 

i oe After examining their traditions we find that. this tribe has absorbed © 
| a others, and that the Vei language is more extensive than that of anyof | 

oO - the neighboring tribes. Vei is spoken by more of the surrounding abo-. | 
| ss Yigines than any other language. ‘Therefore, I think this tribe the best | 
1 vehicle for the propagation of civilization to the interior tribes of Africa, | 
, : - _ . One-half of the cost of colonizing the 30,000 emigrants (if that were 
Lo -. - possible) would, within a very short space of time, prepare as many men 
] a _ from this people who are exactly suited to the kind of work required. | | 

| _ And I may add that if Christian philanthropists loiter much longer in | 
|. Manipulating this chiliahedronic idea into. shape, the Mandingoes, who, _ | 

yo | fe * Native African. | | BO | : :
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as Mohammedans, are indefatigable missionaries; will probably very &| 
-. goon disseminate the dogmas of their religion among this desirable peo- 4 

ple, and thus place their evangelization at least another half century = = — § 
farther in the future. This is evident when it is considered that the — — i; 

Mandingo teaches his religion at the same time he pushes forward his | 

commerce; with him the two go hand in hand.. The Mandingoes and _ a 

--‘Veis are in intimate communication, and this intimacy grows daily part — oe 
- passu with their commerce. es | 

~ Momorah, a Mandingo chief, from the interior, with a caravan of trade, _ | 

usually to Sierra Leone, is often visiting this legation. He is aman —- § 

-. noble in his deportment, six feet in height, as all his tribe are, athletic = ff 

and well proportioned, with straight features, having none of the char- sd 

- acteristics usually ascribed to the African; intellectual, speaking En-. | | 
- _ ‘glish, French, German, and Portuguese, from contact with the people = 

-” of those colonies, where he has been accustomed to trade. He also”. ff 

| reads Arabic from the religious training peculiar to his people, and Vei, | _ { 

acquired during his intimacy with that tribe. What I have ascribed to OE 
| Prince Mamorah is true of many of his tribe. It is impossible to look — So 
| upon this perfect type of manly physique and intellectual strength | | 

without being impressed by the superiority of the material of which . | § 

his tribe is composed. They are the men of conquest in Africa, the = = 

~ commercial races dwelling far in the interior, making pilgrimages to | 
|. Mecca across the continent, and whose treaty of friendship and whose — es 
. . passport over the domains of hostile tribes who dwell between their 

home and the sea-board are the Koran andthe sword. eo = 

. Speaking tothisman of commerce, of the Koran, and of the sword, upon - 

—. the subject upon which I am writing, his evident disposition to com- _ | 

~ niserate rather than admire the American negro as he sees him here, 
- .cgonvinces me that it will be. long before the abnormal can mold the_ ee 

- - normal man. His language forces upon me the recollection that haman &— 
slavery is as old as human conquest; that it was the custom of the vic- = § 
tor to enthrall the vanquished, and that many areslow to value the fact = = =f 

- that human slavery was not the crucible to refine and enoble human na- 
ture and befit it for grand undertakings. = sit oo in: 

|. While my object is not. to encourage the persuasion of citizens of the | : 
| United States to exchange their homes and country for Liberia, neither is OE 

it. desired to dissuade any from coming to Liberia who may wish to’ | oO - 
du so. It is merely desired to present the facts and difficulties attendant § I 

/. upon such a course, with a view that none, if possible, _ may emigrate | 
| without full knowledge of the probable result. And Imayadd,thata = ff 
| fact generally recognized by many thoughtful and prominent Liberians, | 

and one. in’ which I thoroughly acquiesce, is that men of any conse- 
: quence to the wants of Liberia are able to pay theirown expenseof = ff 

_ travel, and if desirous to come, would be willing and would prefer to do OE 
so. a Ss : me ar CP 

_ Whether Liberia succeeds or fails, she cannot be accepted asa fair ~ OE 
-- test of the negro’s capacity or incapacity for self-government. - | ) 

-_. @his dispatch has exceeded the length intended. There are many = | 
things of interest which might be mentioned on a subject soimportant, - El 

; put I must not occupy the time of the Department unnecessarily; hence, —= ~— & 

po T have avoided any allusion to the condition of the Government of Li- | | 
. beria—as to the security or insecurity of lite and property; whether or 

not crime can be committed with impunity; whether the financial system _ - 

employed is potent or impotent, &@ oe E 
Upon such topics the government is doubtless. already informed | | 

through my previous correspondence. ——- eo E 
| —  Lhave, &, —  . J, MILTON TURNER. a
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Po Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish. ee 

tf No. 457.] -..  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
i , Mexico, November 11, 1876. (Received November 28.) a 
: _ -SiR:, During the past two weeks the political condition of tbe coun- , 
| _. try has assumed a more serious aspect than at any time since the revo- 
| lution now in progress began, in January last. Mr. Richardson in 7 
; | legation dispatch No. 453, of October 28, gave information of the ex- 
i | tension by Congress of the “ extraordinary faculties” which have been 
pO _ exercised by the President, embracing a suspension of individual guar- | 
i; antees, and of the freedom of the press; and also of the declaration by | 
| the Chamber of Deputies of the re-election of the President and its’ : 
a promulgation by solemn and public proclamation ; and he also alluded to : 
/ the reported action of the president of the supreme court, the Hon. | 
i José M. Iglesias, in opposition to the decree of the Chamber of Depu- | 
io ties. Te ee oe ee | 

S Repeated references have been made in previous dispatches to the 
| differences, existing between the supreme court and the two other de- 
i __-partments of the federal power; also to the opposition manifested to  » - 
| the re-election of Mr. Lerdo as President; and latterly to-the validity of 

the elections held in June and July last. cog oa | oe 
J * # # eo KK Ho 

| | For some time past it has been apparent that a new or fresh outbreak : 
: _ would occur upon either the declaration of the re-election of Mr. Lerdo, ! 
1 : or when he should enter upon the second term of the Presidency. Ags 
1 _ has been heretofore stated, a number of the leading men of the coun- 
| try, who composed in part the special circle or party of Mr. Lerdo’s first : 
| candidacy for President, announced themselves at an early day asop- 
| - posed to his re-election, upon the ground that the principle of non-re- 
to. election was one of the main planks of the platform of his party, when : 
: he was mentioned as a candidate against Mr. Juarez, and that he was > 
. | _ committed against a second term. It was also charged that his parti- 2 
; ss Sans were determined to secure his re-election through the suppression ' 
po of the popular suffrage; that in the revolutionary state of the country ! 
] and the temper of the people no fair election could be held, and that it | 
1 _ would be only a mockery of the public will. When the elections were 
it held the opposition almost unanimously abstained from voting, and on — | 
- all sides the opponents of the President proclaimed that the elections ! 
to - were invalid, or rather that there had in fact been no election. ! 
Lo As advised in dispatch No, 453, of the 28th ultimo,the Chamber of | 

Deputies on the 26th ultimo adopted the report of the examining com- : 
| _ mittee (on elections), which declares that Mr. Lerdo had been legally | 

oo re-elected President of the republic, and that two magistrates, and an | 
| 7 attorney-general of the supreme court (partisans of Mr. Lerdo) hadat = 

,  —° “ the same election been chosen. ee | ; 

7 The report of the committee was followed by the presentation to the. 2 
to. chamber of a protest on the part of the minority of deputies. It willbe = 
| | seen that the minority decline to discuss the report on the ground that | 

| . the government organ, on being questioned, failed to give assurances => 
|



that freedom of discussion would be respected, and that they wouldnot  —s_, Jf 

-._be arrested under the recent act suspending the individual guarantees. | 

They, however, it will be seen, call in question some of the essential _ / 

facts stated by the committee ; declare that fifteen States are actually ae 

or virtually under martial law; that the people did not participate in oe r 

‘the election; that the returns in the hands of the committee are fraudu- Ff 

- Jent or falsified in the results stated; and that the general voice of the 

nation is that there was no election. | we ee es | 

On the day following the passage of the decree by the Chamber of | 

. Deputies, declaring the result of the elections, the 27th ultimo, the Hon. 

José M. Iglesias, president of the federal supreme court and ew officio | 
Vice*President of the republic, sent to that court a communication an- — «= 

- nouncing that, having the conviction that there were no elections in El 

os June and July; that the members of that court declared elected had no © 

-- Jegal right to act as such; that he could not, by his presence, become : f 

| an accomplice in such an outrage on the institutions of the country, and * OE 

that be would not attend the sessions of the court. Atthe same time a | 

| the solicitor and attorney-general ad interim submitted tothe court @ =. | 

SS petition asking that that body protest (1st) against the decree declaring = | 

‘Mr. Lerdo legally re-elected ; (2d) that it refuse to recognize the newly- E 

/ elected members of the court; and (3d) that it suspend its functions =~ ce 

/ until the observance of the constitution is re-established. | 

po igs _A protest was also presented to the court by the Hon. Emilio Velasco,a.  &- 

lawyer of ability and a citizen of high standing, against the recognition —— 

- of the decree of the Chamber of Deputies by the supreme court. PE ne 

These papers were followed. by a lengthy discussion by the members | | 

ef the court, an abstract of which is inclosed herewith. The first two _ 7 

-_-propositions were rejected by the court by a vote of six magistrates 

‘against five, including among the last the attorney-general; aud _ | 

the third proposition was rejected by a vote of seven against four. — ae | 

| - This result was quite unexpected, as the opposition had been led to be- — 

lieve that the majority of the supreme court would declare against the oe 

legality of the elections. They claim, however, that such would have 

- been the result but for the recent unlimited powers conferred upon the 

| _ President, on account of which they insist that the members-of the Su- . t 

| -preme court would not be granted freedom from arbitrary arrest and 

imprisonment, for which reason Mr. Iglesias and two other members of | 

| the court absented themselves from the session. In confirmation of a 

| which-they point to the fact that three of the members of thecourt were © - 

on the day following arrested by order of the President and placed in | 
|. close confinement, and that the others only avoided that fate by escap- i stséi“S 

| ing from the city, =. OE vs epee S. a 

- Immediately after the arrest of the members of the court, the Exece- 

- utive reported this fact to the Chamber of Deputies, and that body at 

_ once voted articles of impeachment against those arrested, as also | | 

against Mr. Iglesias and the other members who had voted to sustain | 
_ the three propositions of the solicitor. The action of the chamber is, _ i 

Lam informed (as no official publication has been made of the act), — of 

based upon a law which was passed in May of last year,in a season of | 

-- great excitement, and which was intended to take from the judiciary, = = = ff 

fan both federal and state, all right or jurisdiction to pass upon the elect-. — 

oral acts of Congress or other electoral bodies, making the latter the : 

— sole judges and the authority of last resort. ee 

Be x * ok x re | 

As there stated Mr. Iglesias regarded it as such a direct assault upon oe
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_ the supreme court, and as so plainly unconstitutional, and subversive of 
| the judicial power, that he at that time tendered his resignation, but was. 
] induced to withdraw it and content himself with making his protestin 
a the supreme court against it. 7 Sepia Be 
po On the 28th ultimo the decree proclaiming the election was officially = 
|. published, and on the same. day Mr. Iglesias, having privately left the = 
| _ capital, caused to be circulated a manifesto addressed to the nation in 
|. -which he by virtue of the seventy-ninth article of the constitution (pro; 
to viding for the temporary oceupaney of the Presidency by the president. ; 
i of the supreme court in the event of the vacancy of the former office), - 
i, announeed that the Chamber of Deputies and President Lerdo had de- | 
co _ stroyed all their rights and titles to legitimate authority on account of © 
| _ the passage and promulgation of the decree as to the elections, and that ) 
1 _ provisionally he would assume the Presidency of the republic. | 
4 — ne % 6 ® oo * | He *. | 

Po On the 30th of October the legislature and governor of the State of — 
: Guanajnato passed and published a decree rejecting and disownin g Pres-. ! 
po ident Lerdo, and recognizing Mr. Iglesias as the constitutional and pro- © | 
| ___ visional President of the republic, and on the day following Mr. Iglesias o 

| _ Was received in the city of Guanajuato by the State authorities, the | 
1. event being attended by popular demonstrations of approval. — ne 

| Upon proclaiming the assumption of the duties of provisional or ad : 
_. tnterim President, Mr. Iglésias organized in part his cabinet of ministers, —  __ 

i and issued a second document, which he terms his “programme of gov- : 
ernment,” in which he indicates the course which he will follow and the 

| - principles which will govern his temporary administration. - The first - 
to part of his programme announces that he will only hold the office until = 
; / a President can legally and fairly be elected by a free and unrestrained — : 
: expression of the popular will; and that neither he nor any of his min-. 2 
/ _ isters will be candidates for the office, nor shall there be any official can- 7 
tos _ didature, or any interference whatever on the part of federal officials to 
4 influence the popular suffrage. He announces, as. the important meas- 
to ure of his administration, the endeavor to secure the adoption by the =~ 
: _* Jegal and prescribed methods of an amendment to the federal constitu- — | 
7 tion prohibiting re-election to the Presidency ; and after explaining in | 
Po detail the other measures which he will favor, he closes with an epitome — — 
: | of the whole. His recommendation as to the adoption of a constitutional © | 
| _ amendment prohibiting re-election to the Presidency is claimed by the 
1 - _ opponents of Mr. Lerdo as the great measure of reform which is impera- | 

: . tively needed to pacify the country, and prevent a repetition of the pres- | 
| a, ent disorders at the approach of every Presidential election. They point 
4 _ to the history of the Mexican and all the other Spanish American repub- — : 

_ lies in support of their position, asserting that the great majority of the | 
revolutions and disorders in these countries have had their origin in the 

, _ efforts of reigning Presidents to extend the first or legal period of their : power 
4 %  *® % * . * * #* re 

, ‘The effect of these acts has been very marked, both on the general pub- ) 
: Jie and on the military situation of the country. The movement of Gen-. | 

| - eral Porfirio Diaz, in its inception and progress, has not met with the © me : hearty approval of any very large or respectable body of the public men | 
to of the country, as it was generally regarded by them as unwarranted at 

". _, the time of its inauguration, and as a political enterprise of professional : 
Po revolutionists. It must, however, be conceded that Mr. Iglesias and | 

ee _ the greater portion of the public men who support him, have been dis- _ .
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_. tinguished for their attachment to constitutional government and order § 

and respect for law, and are sincerely the-friends of republican institu. 4 

tions. However much Mr. Iglesias’s present course is condemned and  =———sd& 

- lamented, he is generally credited with honest and patriotic convic- ee | 

tions, freedom from the suspicion of ambitious designs and any inten- ff 

| tion to use his attempted provisional assumption of the Presidency to = ff 

continue in that-position, > ne oe Se 

| Such being the case, ais course has had the effect to greatly strengthen = 

-. the revolutionary spirit in all parts of the country. There has been no; : 

. official announcement of an arrangement or understanding between the | —f 

party of Mr. Iglesias and that of General Diaz, but it is rumored that —  &£ 

the tatter has given his adhesion to Mr. Iglesias. However this may be, | 

— the task of the government of Mr. Lerdo in suppressing the revolution > I 

has inereased twofold. General Diaz was, at last advices, still inthe -  ——i& 

State of Puebla with a considerable force, confronting the main army — &— 

| of the government. The State.of Guanajuato, one of the most powerful | 

in the republic, has an armed and organized state guard variously esti- ~ 

/ mated at from three to five thousand, which has been placed at the .  ——s ff 

orders of Mr. Iglesias’s minister of war. To meet and subdue this force, =| 

- ° and seatter the gathering government of Iglesias, the detachments of —— of 

the federal army in the central or interior states have been ordered to | , 

concentrate and march upon Guanajuato, &£ 

-. Meanwhile, a large force of revolutionists has occupied Apizaco, at CO 

| the junction of the Puebla branch with the main line of railroad from : 

this city to Vera Cruz, thus cutting off the capital from Vera Craz, stop- — 

ping all railroad communication whatever, and isolating the main fed-- = s—s«éG 

|  eralarmy. The strategetic importance of this position is doubtless felt ff 

by the government, and it is reported that a movement is nowonfoot ‘ff 

to repessess this point and the line of railroad. The concentration of — | 

| forces for this purpose has made it necessary to both weaken the garri- 

gon in this city and draw in all detachments in the vicinity of this val- sé 

-. ley, which has exposed all the neighboring towns tothe incursions of - FF 

a bands of revolutionists, and they have even approached very near to 

the city gates. | : ne &§ 

--'Phese occurrences. and the evident danger in which the government  =—> ff 

of Mr. Lerdo is placed, have caused wide-spread alarm in the capital, = ss ff 

and a general fear that an uprising of the lower classes of malcontents ' 

‘may occur, endangering public order, and security to property. | 

- -- Butin the midst of the prevailing distrust and-alarm, President Lerdo ee 

and the federal authorities appear calm and determined to continue in 

the exercise of what they insist is the constitutional and legal adminis- __ 

tration of the government; and they claim confidence in its ability to 
finally triumph over the united enemy. They insist that the elections . 

have in all respects been in conformity to law, and with the fall freedom ———séR 

_ of the electors; that Mr. Lerdo has been by the popular voice chosen sf 

--. to the presidency for another term ; that to yield in the least degree to | 

~ the revolutionary spirit is to abandon all-hope of constitutional govern- ' 

- - ment for Mexico; and that the peace and future prosperity of the coun- Ef 

try ean be secured solely by the maintenance of the present administra- I 

tion. : | o ae eS . 

_. As Iclose this dispatch, rumors are in circulation as to military | 

pe events of importance, but they are not sufficiently confirmed to be no- | 

Tam, &e., — pe oe - HE 

SOHN W. FOSTER,
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- 7 EEE a No. 208. | Co a 

| | | oo Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish. os a oo 

, No. 459.) 0 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
f _ Mewico, November 17, 1876. (Received December 14.) 
; Srp: Under date of the 11th instant, in my No. 457, I gavean account —— 
i _ ofevents preceding and attending the action of the Hon. José M. Iglesias, 
i president of the supreme court and ex officio Vice-President of the re- | 
p00 public, in pronouncing against the legality of the government of Presi- Oo 
SO dent Lerdo, and his movement to establish a provisional and Opposition — | 
1 government at Guanajuato. a a CS | 
po These events created quite a panic in this city, and for a time it was | 
i _ generally believed that the government of Mr. Lerdo would have to suc- 
;  . cumb, at an early day, before the new movement. The situation ap- | 
i | peared so threatening that there is reason to believe that certain mem- 
ij. bers of the cabinet of the administration seriously contemplated the , 
| contingency of the abandonment of the capital. | na : 
{ But the condition of affairs has very much improved for the govern- 
4 ment during the past few days, and a greater degree of confidence pre- OL 
| vails as to its ability to maintain itself.. The movement of Mr. Iglesias) 

| has not been seconded by any of the States except Guanajuato and Queré- > ! 
; taro, and thus far comparatively few of the officers or soldiers of the | 
| | federal army have proven unfaithful. The revolutionists who had occu- — ! 
i pied the important railroad point of Apizaco, at the approach of a | 
: | government force abandoned the place without any resistance and | 
a withdrew to the mountains. Querétaro, which had been occupied by 
7 the Iglesias forces, has also been abandoned under similar cireum- — ! 
: stances. An important engagement is daily anticipated between the 
; government and Iglesias’s forces, the result of which may materially — 
|. change the present aspect of affairs. Bat, under any circumstances,an 

_ - early termination of the present unfortunate struggle can hardly be | 
i anticipated. Even should Mr. Lerdo be driven from the seat of govern- ~ 
: -. mnent by the unfavorable result of military movements, which is hardly 7 
| to be expected, neither he nor his friends will be likely to abandon the. - i 

‘Struggle, as it is insisted by them that he only represents the legitimate 
, government of the country, and that he cannot consistently and with 

_ honor retire from his post, or omit any possible effort to continue the : 
constitutional order of the government. _ a a : 

a No public or authorized announcement has been made as to an , 
Lo arrangement between Diaz and Iglesias, the leaders of the.two separate 
| | revolutionary movements, although it is claimed that such is the case, 

) which is quite probable. Such an arrangement will most likely contain a 
a provision for the recognition of Iglesias as the provisional president — | 

: and Diaz as the military leader of the revolution, the resalt of which | oo would lead, in the event of the triumph of the movement, to Diaz’s ulti- 4 
| mate succession to the presidency, and the complete control of the gov- — | 

| | ernment by his adherents. — Be OO ! 
; Communication with Vera Cruz by railroad continues suspended, and a 
i the mails are slow and unsafe. I therefore send this, as the former dis- | 
| : patch, by private messenger. ee - a 
i: Lam, &e., | oO | : poe Oe | JOHN W. FOSTER, ©
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woe | _.. Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish. / 7 , of 

No. 462.) | _, LXEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 

a oo Mexico, November. 28, 1876. (Received December 14.) | 

oa Sir: Thenewsof the defeat of the federal forces under General Alatorre | 

| onthe 16th, by General Diaz, the revolutionary leader, as communicated in- | | 

my dispatch No. 460, was fully confirmed in this city on the 18th instant. | 

Qo In the secret session of Congress held in the afternoon of that day, the = — § 

- secretary of war acknowledged the reverse, but at the same time stated OE 

that the government had sufficient resources at its command to resist a | 

and still defeat the revolutionary movement; that only a portion of the | 

army of the East” (General Alatorre’s command) had been engaged © | 

| in the late battle; that five thousand troops were being concentrated in 

Puebla, and an equal number in this city ; that considerable forces were , si 

' in the State of Vera Cruz at Orizaba, the city of Vera Cruz, and else- > 

where; that a formidable army was being concentrated in the interior to | 

| frustrate the Iglesias movement in Guanajuato ; and thatthere wasno |. | &§ 

- gause to despair of the final triumph of the constitutional government. > | 

is ~ No official or reliable reports have as yet been published of the battle : 4 

on the 16th, at Tecoac, between Generals Alatorre and Diaz. The fed- — 

eral forces numbered less than three thousand, and those of the revolu- _ | 

-_ tionists are said to have exceeded double that number. Thekilled have | 

-_- been variously reported at from two hundred and fifty to more than two 7 | 

- thousand; but the former number is probably not far from the facts. : 

General Diaz reports the capture of over fifteen hundred prisoners ; and s 

it is evident that Alatorre’s army was pretty nearly destroyed, except | | 

a detachment of cavalry with which the commander escaped toPuebla.. 

an On the 18th instant, as one of the effects of the battle of Tecoac, the — 

-- garrison of Puebla “ pronounced” in favor of the revolution, and the = | 

| governor of the State and a number of federal officers took refuge in ~ a 

7 the city of Mexico. Preparations had been commenced on the 19th in- 

stant for a defense of this city by fortifying the gates and the adoption | | 
of other measures; but upon the receipt of the news, at a late hour of. 

| the day, of the defection and loss of Puebla, all these preparations were Sar 

~ abandoned, and on the morning of the 20th it became evident that 

no defense would be made. Early in the day it was reported that at a : 

council of the President and his friends, held the preceding night in the. | 

national palace, it had been determined that further resistance in this _ os 

-_ gity to the approaching victorious army would be useless. The rumor — | 

--- was generally circulated that Mr. Lerdo intended to send in to Congress 

his resignation of the office of President, and that.that body wouldthen 

in accordance with the constitutional provision in case of a vacancy, | 
_- recognize Mr. Iglesias, the president of the supreme court, as provisional | 

| president of the republic. But on the assembling of the Chamber of | 

_. Deputies at four o’clock, on the 20th instant, General Escobedo, the en 

minister of war, presented himself in the name and on behalf of the 7 

President, and stated that the council of ministers had decided that it 
was the duty of the President to maintain to the utmost the standard So 

oe of legitimate and constitutional government, and that following the = 
example of Juarez, if forced to leave the capital, he would, if necessary, 

sustain it in the remotest corner of the republic. | oe Le MR 

7 During the day great excitement and wild rumors prevailed through- sf 
out the city, and it became apparent that the President and his friends . 

oo were making preparations to abandon the capital. The day and night —
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|. passed without any disturbance of the peace, and on the morning of — 
a the 21st instant it was announced that Mr. Lerdo, accompanied by the 

ministers of foreign affairs, of war, of government, and finance, had left - 
‘ the city about two o’clock in the morning. He was also accompanied = 

_ by several senators and deputies of Congress, the governor of the 
| federal district, and a number of personal and political friends, and was 
i escorted by a force of about one thousand cavalry, taking the road 2 
4 | leading to Toluca, the capital of the State of Mexico, sixteen leagues to 
7 _ the west of this city. The garrison of the capital, numbering probably — 
| - over one thousand men, remained in the city under the commander. 
i _ Immediately upon the departure of Mr. Lerdo, the government of the 
to - city was assumed by a person named in advance as provisional governor | ~ . 
; + by General Diaz. The municipal police, and guards, and the federal 
a garrison at once acknowledged his authority, and civil affairs went | 
» on. as usual, without any apparent break or disturbance in government. 
| : A commission was sent early on the morning of the 21st to.notify = | 
fo General Diaz of the abandonment of the city by Mr. Lerdo and his - | 
po government, and ask him to come at once and occupy the capital. But. | 
| : the general had not anticipated so sudden an abandonment by Mr. - 

-. . Lerdo’s government, and had gone to Puebla to reorganize his army, 
; _ preparatory to marching in force upon the city. As soon, however, as | 
to . he received intelligence of events, he left his command and came to this " 
1 . city with an escort only, but did not make his entry till late in the after- ! 
| | _. noon of the 23d, when he was received by an immense concourse of 7 | 
- _ people with apparently hearty demonstrations of enthusiasm. — | 
, | During the two days and a half in which the city was without any | | 
i responsible government, a general feeling of insecurity and apprehen- 
po sion of disorder pervaded commercial and social circles, but, greatly to | 
yo. . the credit of the inhabitants, peace and order remained undisturbed, 
to and the various police duties and municipal administration of affairs 9 
t _. were implicitly respected and enforced as thoroughly as under the most — 
| . rigid and responsible government, = = © | ee 
[. an Since the occupation of the capital by General Diaz, the adjoining 

| States of Mexico, Morelos, Hidalgo, Vera Cruz, and Puebla (before | 
+ noticed), have submitted to him. He thus has possession of all the =~ 

'. States surrounding this capital, the entire line of railroad, andthe im- 
|". portant port of Vera Cruz. (Fe a 
: : Meanwhile the forces of the Iglesias Government have been quite | 
1. active, having reoccupied Querétaro, and are in uninterrupted possession => 
Poe of the State of Guanajuato, and also (as reported) of Aguas Calientes. | | 

__. News has been received that a considerable portion of the Lerdo forces 
1 _ which marched from Guadalajara to attack Iglesias have pronounced | 

| — In his favor, and have been incorporated into his army, which nownum- — 
1. bers about eight thousand men. It is also very probable that whenthe 
| news of the abandonment of the capital by Mr. Lerdo’s government — 

| Shall be known, that the States of San Luis Potosi, Zacatecas, Durango, 4 
: = and others of the north, will acknowledge Iglesias as provisional presi; 

 . dent. — | | ee | oe co 
Poo In previous dispatches I have referred to a reported agreement hav- 7 
| ing: ~been made between Mr. Iglesias and General Diaz; but it has © | 
|. transpired that no agreement has been effected. Commissioners had. : 

passed between the two leaders some time before Diaz’s victory over a 
|... Alatorre, to discuss the terms of adjustment; and just before that | : 
1 event, General Diaz had sent to Mr. Iglesias a proposition constituting 
| the basis of an agreement. This proposition has been made public : 
fo since the abandonment of the city by Mr. Lerdo, and I transmit here- 4
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- with a copy and translation thereof. Among other things, it proposes | 
the repudiation of all the federal powers, and the formation of acabinet of — | 

-- ministers equally representing Mr. Iglesias and Genera] Diaz, the former - 
to be recognized as provisional president and the latter toactasmin- 2 
ister of war and general of the army, and in that capacity to appoint oF 

poe military governors of a number of designated states. = = —— ss 
.  @his proposition, it is reported, has been rejected by Mr. Iglesias, who, 

| it is understood, bases his objection, not upon personal grounds, orthose ==——,—sd&& 
/. relating to a division of the offices, but upon broader principles of gov- 5 

ernment. And this arises out of the difference in the programmes of = —s 
: the two leaders. In Mr. Iglesias’s manifesto and programme, both of -  —— 

- which were transmitted with my No. 457, he proposes to follow as - | 

~~ closely as possible the constitutional precepts, departing from them only ff 
in the appeal which he makes from Congress to the people on the ques- | OE 
tion of the validity of the re-election‘of Mr. Lerdo as President. On the fl 

. other hand, General Diaz’s programme is that of revolution pure and _ - 
simple; claiming that it is the only method by which the government  -E 
of Mr. Lerdo can be destroyed. In the plan of Tuxtepec, issued in Jan-  ~ *= 

-. wary last, without his signature, and amended at Palo Blancoin March —— § 
- uuder his own name, General Diaz proposes. to repudiate the federal = sf 

-. powers, which would embrace not only the President, but also Con-  _ : 
gress and the supreme court, and it even provides for abolishing the == ff 
Senate. As these plans have not.as yet been transmitted by me, now 

_ inelose them w.th translations. It will be seen that the original planof 
. Yuxtepec proposes,.in article 8, that President Lerdo and his officials = &§ 
_ -ghall personally and pecuniarily be made respousible for the expenses = — & 

and injuries of the war. The amended plan of Palo Blanco omits this 
eighth article; and it provides that the president of the supreme court, == = § 
if he accepts the plan, shall be provisional president. Immediately . 
after the publication of this plan, in April last, Mr. Iglesias rejected | 
this proposition and all revolutionary projects so far as related to him,  —| 
declaring that he would strictly observe the constitution. (See mydis--  — f 
patel No. 403.) Mr. Iglesias claims that Mr. Lerdo himself violated. | 

|. . the constitution in procuring his own re-election in the manner charged, 
- and forfeited his title to legitimacy, and by that forfeiture he (Mr. Igle- — | 
-. gias) beeame provisional president under ‘the constitution. He there- | 

fore dissents from General Diaz’s plan of Tuxtepec,inthatheinsiststhat = = f 
- eonstitutionally there can be elections only for the vacant. presidency. = ~—f 

-. He proposes to constitute the Congress by supplying the places of the | 
- deputies, who have supported the validity of Mr. Lerdo’s re-eleetion, | 

| -with the substitutes or suplentes, who by the Mexican constitution are == —— ff 
elected at the same time with the principals, to fillany vacancies which = ff 

 - mayoceur | eo Co 
ee This difference between the two independent leaders of the movements | 
-. against the Lerdo Government was made known immediately after the = = — ff 

latter had left the city, and it has been the chief topic of discussion and =f 
- jnterest since that event. Commissioners and communications have = ~— & 

passed between General Diaz and Mr. Iglesias, but no agreement has 
been arrived at. Meanwhile, the friends of General Diaz, who have = — &§ 

_ been the most active supporters of his causein the field, have been very = — & 
oo persistent in urging his adhesion to and enforcement of the plan of Tux- =f 

. tepec. As indicating the popular sentiment of his followers, linclose  —- ; 
extracts from an editorial in El Combate, a revolutionary organ of this - - 

_ city. This teeling has been so strong that it has prevailed over the 
opinion of the more moderate wing of General Diaz’s adherents,who ~~ | 

-. ~ have labored very earnestly for the past few days toinduce him tocome = |
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| sto an agreement with Mr. Iglesias, and thereby unite the nation and  __ 
Po. -. give peace to the country. — | | EE | 

ae The controversy was finally settled yesterday by the public proclama- 
fo _ tion of the plan of Tuxtepec, and the amended. plan of Palo Blanco, _ 
i which took place in the grand plaza in front of the governor’s palace, 
; accompanied by a military parade, salvos of artillery, ringing of church- | 
i bells, and the rejoicing of the partisans of the new government. Under 
4 his own signature, General Diaz orders the publication “as the law of — . : 
Poo the republic for the reconstruction of constitutional order.”' A copy of | 
| the proclamation of the governor is inclosed. I also transmit editorials 
] from the Monitor Republicano and the Federalista of this morning, as = 
: _ Indicating the mauner in which the important act of yesterday hasbeen = 
: ‘received. oe OO oO a 
fo It is generally regarded as in effect a declaration of war against the — 
L Iglesias movement; and, as confirmatory of this view, by order of Gen- | 
Co eral Diaz, all communication by telegraph, mail, and by public and . | 

| «private travel was suspended yesterday with Querétaro, where Mr. | 
] Iglesias and the advance of his army are reported to be. The forces | 
i | how in this city are said to number between twelve and fifteen thousand 

| men. | ae ee - 7 
_ This result of the abandonment.of the capital by the Lerdo govern- | 
ment has been contrary to the general. expectation, as it was supposed 

: that upon the fall of Mr. Lerdo the two independent movements would | | 
unite by the recognition of Mr. Iglesias as provisional president and : 

1. General Diaz as minister of war and commander of the army. Such ! 
=. | was manifestly the desire of the commercial and property interests of . | 
i . the country, and of the more moderate adherents of General Diaz, who - 

embraced his most prudent advisers aud those most experienced in. the — | 
t administration of government; but his companions in arms, his revolu- 
to tionary friends, many of whom followed him through his unsuccessful “© 
; insurrection of 1871-72, and who have fought his battles in the present — | 
|: revolution, demanded that he should not vary from the plan of ‘Tuxte- 7 
to pec, and he has yielded to them. While this course has created wild 
: | - enthusiasm and great satisfaction among his partisans, it has not been =, 
J favorably received by the more substantial interests of the country, as_ 
1 | it indicates a continuance of the civil war, a prostration of all commer- a 
, _ ial and industrial enterprises, and a reign of anarchy and lawlessuess.. | 
1 It is not, however, to be denied that General Diaz combines iu his— 
|. : person many qualities of the successful general, and possesses a reputa- 
| _ tion for honesty and sincerity of purpose which inspires a certain de- | 

gree of confidence. The attachment of his soldiers to him is illustrated | 
In what I have stated above as to their course in insisting that he 

FE | Should adhere to his own plan, which makes him practically the dicta-- i 
a | tor of the nation, and their objection to yielding the provisional presi- : 

_ dency to Mr. Iglesias. The confidence which his honesty and sincerity | 
fo inspire, coupled with a belief in his ability to maintain his present posi-— | 

_ tion, was illustrated in a conference which he held yesterday with a = 
4 number of capitalists of the city, who responded forthwith to his appli- - 
: _ cation for a temporary loan of $500,000. . It is farnished at the rate of 
|... 1 per. cent. interest per month, and to be repaid in installments, com. 
7 - - mencing on the 15th of March next. si. | : - es 
| __ Mr. Lerdo, his ministers, and official and personal friends, after leav- 

_ ing this city, passed through Toluca, and at last advices were marching =| 
n | in the direction of Moralia, the capital of Michoacan, from which city : 

, his friends anticipate that he will issue some kind of a manifesto to the ! 
nation, indicating the course which he will pursue. CEE |



- - In view. of the uncertainty of communication with Vera Cruz during es a | 
the past ten days, I forward the duplicates of Nos: 459 and 460 by this = = — 

ee Tam,&e, © ©». JOHN W. FOSTER. oe 

ce oe 6g Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish, | 

—No.465.) | Lmgagion or tue Unirep Sraves,; 
Mexico, November 28, 1876. (Received December 14.) = = ff 

Sr: At a meeting of merchants and capitalists called at thenational = » o- 
_ palace this morning to arrange for a loan of $500,000 tothe government = ~~ =f 

of General Portirio Diaz, in agreeing upon the terms of repayment by = 
_ the government, General Diaz is reported to have stated that the first = oe 

_, payment could not be made before the 15th of March next, as the gov. ss ssi, 
_. ernment had to make a payment of $300,000 to the United Statesin . ff 
. + January next, which must have preference. ee 
... This-will, doubtless, be of interest, as indicating the intentions ofthe 

government now. in possession of the capital in regard to the award of | 
. the Mixed Claims Commissionn 2 

oe Dam, &e JOHN W. FOSTER. | ee 

ee _. Mr, Foster to Mr. Fish, POPS BSS uke | 

No. 466.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = it | 
— | _ Mexico, November 29, 1876. (Received Decembér 14.) | 

-. Brg: The newspapers of tuis morning contain the proclamation of = =  — 
General Porfirio Diaz announcing himself as provisional presidentof the = — | 

_. republic, under the plan of Tuxtepec. This step is a natural resultof = ff 
- the proclamation made on the 27th instant declaring that planasthe © | 
_. Jaw of the republic, but it renders more difficult any adjustment with == = ff 

. ‘A full cabinet of ministers of state is announced in the morning papers, 

but as yet no official publication has been made. Everything indicates = 
_. that General Diaz will go forward with the reorganization of the gov si 
«ernment, without any regard to the Iglesias movement. His army is © oe 

reported to be advancing from this city in the direction of Querétaro, dl 
| and the expectation is general that hostilities may be inaugurated bee sf 

__ tween the two parties at anearly day, | 
tam, &, = SOHN W. FOSTER, = =—— COE 

ee _ Proclamation of General Profirio Diaz as President of Mexico, Nov. 28, 1876. a ees | 

; - PRorasto P. TaGLE, Governor ad interim of the district, to its inhabitants: . a , oe = = e 2 
ae _ Know ye that the general-in-chief has transmitted to me the following decree: = o- 
~-  Porrrrio. Draz, general-in-chief of the national and constitutional army of the  &- 

United Mexican States, makes known to the inhabitants of the republic: Te ta 

"That none of the functionaries invited by article 6 of the plan of Tuxtepeco, asre- _-. formed at Palo, Blanco, having manifested their adhesion to the same, I have thought. . | 

- -. proper to decree the following: - Oe | a ae me ee
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1 ©The general-in-chief of the constitutional army assumes the executive power of the / 
: union, in conformity with article 6 of the Plan of Palo Blanco, for the period indicated : 
| ‘by said plan, for the exercise of that power by the provisional president. = : 
| “National Palace, Mexico, November 28, 1876. et Ugh Es 7 
bo | co, | oo . oe ~ © PORFIRIO DIAZ... 
Be - ‘Luis C. CURIEL, Secretary.” : a - | | | EE Bee 

| And I transmit it to you forits fulfillment = a oe 
7 Liberty in the constitution! es | oe a ere 
; | Mexico, November 28, 1876. . re oo | , 

: | | ee CO - LUIS C.CURIEL, = © 
: ee an . oe ae - Secretary. | 
. ~- ‘To the GOVERNOR OF THE DISTRICT. ee a . a : 

: I therefore order that it be printed, published, and circulated. 
: - - Mexico, November 28, 1876, — _ ce ee Co | 
po ' oo . —  PROTASIO P. TAGLE. sa 

: 7 Jost Maria Barros, Secretary. ae | Se ee aes 7 

bo - | ss Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish. ee | 

No. 472.) sss LG ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
ee — .  -- Mexico, December 8, 1876. (Received December 22.) - | 
Siz: I transmit herewith a decree issued by General Porfirio Diaz, | 

j from the city of Oaxaca, on the 26th of September last, and which has | 
to | been republished in the first-issue of the official journal of his govern- | 

ae - ment in this city, declaring void the contracts described in the three | 
first articles of said decree made by and with the government of Pres. 

\- ident Lerdo.. The fact. of its publication officially in this city would 
‘seem to indicate the intention of General Diaz’s government to enforce 

, | its provisions. It is not entirely clear whether the decree is designed 
| | - to be retroactive in its effect, or simply to deter persons from making | 
I further contracts. with the government of Mr. Lerdo, which at the date : 
| of the decree was the one in possession of this capital and of the greater | 
| : _ part of the republic, and recognized by the United States and other | 
L | _ foreign nations as the only legitimate government of Mexico. If the 3 

third article shall be retroactive in its enforcement it will very seriously = 
| and to a large extent affect American interests, and even if only made : 

oS effective from its date, the decree will place in dispute the validity of ! 
| a | _ certain contracts to which American representatives are parties. oS 
po Tam, &c, ... a 7 a oo 
| a Oo .. JOHN W. FOSTER. 

. oe a ) " [Inclosure.—Translation.] Cas es | 

i | - . [From the Diario Oficial, December 4, 1376.] ge | 

| General Diaz's decree nullifying contracts of Lerdo government. — — . : | 

- PORFIRIO DIAZ, GENERAL-IN-CHIEF OF THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTIONAL ARMY OF THE 
| a UNITED MEXICAN STATES, TO. ITS INHABITANTS: | | oo 

| Oo _ .Know ye that, in the exercise of the war powers with which the national will has : 

d invested me, I have thought proper to decree the following: — 7 | 
| HS ARTICLE 1. The contracts of lease of the mints of the republic are null, and without | 

| ae avy force or effect, which Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada or his agents may have made, as © 
1 _..° . shall also be other contracts which he may make in the future, whether they refer to 
| “these mints or to any other branch of the administration. — | 
1 | , Art. 2. The obligations shall likewise be null and of no value which the so-called 4 

| . . government of Sebastian Lerdo may contract with the bondholders of the English debt 
| - Inany negotiation which may be agreed upon with them or their agents, relative to the | 

. recognition of the said debt. — _ : Ce : ee a
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oe xo BTS 

-.. Arr.3. Any contract which may result in any burden to the nation shall also bonul) st ; 
~~ and.of no foree. Bah St pe SS : 

_ Art. 4, The signers of any of the contracts to which the preceding articles refer, and ft 
os all the individuals who directly or indirectly participate in their celebration, shall be i 
_ deprived of every right, shall be judged by military commissions and punished as a ft 
_.' traitors to the country, with the penalty which belongs to the crime, without prejudic- Coe | 
_. Ing the civil responsibility which they may incur to the treasury or to the private in- | : 

-. dividuals who may be‘damaged by reason of any contract with the said persons. _  &- 
_.,. Art. 5. The sales, mortgages, or agreements which the responsible parties referred | | a | 

to in this decree, and that of August 28 last, may pretend to make, in order to avoid | oo : 
| the civil responsibility which they may incur, apparently disposing of the property - t 
__-which. they possess, shall have no force or effect from the moment in which the mili- = __ -E 
| tary commission which may judge them imposes upon them any penalty. a | 

- Let it be printed, circulated, and communicated to whom it pertains for its most Ek 
exact observance. BL ee SEE ENE gS I 

 * Given in Oaxaca the 26th of September, 1876... a sil) Qhorhigac gy, | : f 
BE PS ee Oo | PORFIRIO DIAZ.  &£ 

: Luis G. CURIEL, Secretary. — "Sete ofa eet : | | ned | 

one oS Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish. - co | 

No. 478.) . _ LEGATION oF THE UNITED States, . © ff 
Mexico, December 15, 1876. - (Received January 5, 1877.) OE 

Sik: On the 12th instant I received a note dated at Querétaroon =~ 
the 3d instant from’ Hon. Francisco Gomez del Palacio, as. minister-of = | 
foreign affairs of the cabinet of Mr. Iglesias, in which he informed me _ | i 

_ that the Hon. José M. Iglesias, by virtue of the eighty-second articleof __ | 
the constitution of the republic, had, as president of the supreme court | - 
of justice, assumed the character of President ad interim of the repub- whe 

_. ‘lie; and that Mr. Iglesias would. not accept any other obligations than - 
_ those contracted by authorities who recognize the government which oe 

_ ‘herepresents.. — a . - 
| . | have-under date of the 13th instant unofficially acknowledged the oo | 

‘receipt of said note, and stated that I would transmit.a copy thereof to = | 
. tay government for its information and action. 
__ L inclose herewith copies of the said correspondence. =, 4 

Oe “Mee Me ce - [Inclosure 1 in No. 478.) Se - a ; a os coe Sho 

- ee Bn! . Mr, Palacio to Mr. Foster. Se mee oy as aed Se Lae ty . a 

_.. The case foreseen by the eighty-second article of the constitution of the republic | 
having presented itself, the citizen-president of the supreme court of justice ‘of the | oe 

- nation, in compliance with the duty imposed upon him by that provision, has assumed _  - 
_- the character of President.ad interimof the republic. — & 

: I have the honor to inform your excellency of this by direction of that supreme — ot 
- ,magistrate, who also instructs me.to state to your excellency that the legitimate gov- 

ernment will not accept for the nation any. engagement or obligation whatever which OE 
‘any other person may contract, nor will it recognize other obligatious than those which = = ~~ 

_ emanate from the acts of public.authorities or functionaries which may recognize the - ee ee 
said legitimate government, or which are subordinateto it. = oe, . ot 
_. Limprove the opportunity to offer to your excellency the assurances of my very dis- | 
tinguished consideration and special appreciation, = = once cae | 

_ , QUERETARO, December 3, 1876. — a oo es
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| Oo Saeki gh _ [Inclosure 2 in No. 478.] | co 

_ . Ee _-. Mr. Foster to Mr. Palacio. ~ ae _ | SP 

Fe , | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
| : - | | a oO Mexico, December 13, 1876.0 

j Srp: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt to-day of your communication of 

‘ ' . the 3d instant, in which you ‘state that the Hon. José M. Iglesias, as president of the | 

Oo | supreme court of justice, has, by virtue of article 82 of the constitution of therepub- | 

—_ : lic, assumed the character of President ad interim of the republic, and that he will not ) 

a accept any other obligations than those contracted by authorities who recognize the 

Ao government which he represents. : _— | oe 7 

ft I will take pleasure in transmitting a copy of your communication, by the earliest ! 

i : opportunity, to my government for its information and action. ee 

| a I embrace this occasion to assure you of my high personal consideration and esteem. 

ee eo ‘ «JOHN W. FOSTER. > 

ee | ne - No. 214. a oO | 

tO CO Mr. Fish to Mr. Foster. S| 

No. 357.] ee . - DEPARTMENT OF STATE, © 

Bo | ag Washington, December 20,1876. 

1 —§rr: Your dispatch No. 465 of the 28th ultimo has been received. It | 

; represents that the government of Porfirio Diaz had applied for aloan | 

too. of $500,000, and had represented that $300,000 of the amount would be — 
‘ae payable to this government in the course of next. month. The exact — 

i : sum payable will, however, depend upon the construction placed upon 

/ ss the fourth and sixth articles of the original convention of the 4th of | 

| | - July, 1868, and the second article of the convention for extending the | 

|. funetions of the umpire of the 29th of April last. According to one con- 

po - struction, the deduction from the amount awarded of Mexico's share of | 

po the expenses of the joint commission might be distributed through the 

| - geveral periods at which payments are to be rade by her, including © 

that of the 3ist of next month. Pursuant to. another construction, Mex- | 

Poo ico would have the privilege of deducting the whole sum due to heron | 

j that account from her first payment. == © Gy 

fo I transmit a copy of a protocol, with an accompanying account of the 

A expenses of the joint commission, signed by Mr. Mariscal and wyselfon 

oe the 14th instant. ‘These papers have been framed with deliberation and 

fo gare, and, as is believed, state fully and accurately all necessary par- 

po - tieulars for a comprehension of the subject at a glance. The account 

| | shows that there is a balance of $57,499.01 in favor of Mexico. If,there- 

po fore, she should think proper to deduct:this amount from the first in- —— 

} stallment payable to the United States, that sum would be correspond- | 

Lo ‘ingly lessened. If, however, she should prefer to distribute the sum 

tO -- over the several periods at which the payments are to be made, the | 

| amount due from her on account of the first payrnent would beincreased 

-  aeeordinglyy Re 
- We are not indisposed to allow Mexico her option in this matter. The | 

|. pecuniary amount of the difference between the one course and the other | 

| 7 - ds to us at least comparatively unimportant. — oe ord 
|. We are not aware of the method which Mexico will adopt for making 

+. the payment. If, however, it should be offered in dollars at the city of | 

| Mexico, there would be more or less risk and expense in remitting that | 

po: amount hither in specie. It is consequently preferable that the remit- | 

: tance should be in good bills either on the United States or on En gland. |



pico, BBD 

- It is not deemed necessary to send you a formal power to receive the | 4 
_ payment, but if it should be made:to. you,.and. any questions should: = = = & 
arise as to your authority, you may show thisinsttuction as proofinthe == ~— 
matter. 0 Bo ago Pee Co 4 

es HAMILTON FISH. | 

BC - oo La ta _ fInelosare.] Oo — a a a a a oo | 

PROTOCOL OE 
Whereas the commission for. the adj ustment of claims provided for by the conven- a _ 

_. - tion between the United States and the Mexican Republic of the 4th of July, 1868, re | 
| stipulates in its sixth article that the compensation to be paid to the umpire shall be | 

-. determined by mutual consent at the close of the convention ; . os a ft 
_.. And whereas the said commission, though continued from time to time by subsequent. OE 

| conventions, has concluded its functions and come to aclose; —_. oo ae a : 
: And whereas the same article stipulates that the whole expenses of the commission, ft 

_ including contingent expenses, shall be defrayed by a ratable deduction on fhe amcunt = =+=~=——«& 
of the sums awarded.-by that commission: Provided always, That such deduction shall . Ff 

- not exceed five per cent. on the sums so awarded, the deficiency, if any, to bedetrayed = &£ 
in moieties by the two governments: | ee a CS UE 

Now, therefore, the undersigned, Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State,andDonIgnacio - . & 
Mariscal, accredited to the Government of the United States as envoy.extraordinary == —‘*& 

. and minister plenipotentiary of the Mexican Republic, have this day met for a con-~ . ae ' 
-. -gideration of these subjects, and have determined that the compensation of theum- 

- pire aforesaid shall be at the rate of six thousand dollars a year. Consequently, de- | pene 
- ducting the advances made by each: government to Dr. Lieber during the time of Ef 

- his service:as umpire, there remains the sun: of eighteen thousand five hundred and FF 
.. fifty dollars ($18,550) for compensation of the umpire, one-half payable by each gov- | ee 

. ernment. I CSMARVE Ea - oe : 
The advances and payments. made to Dr. Lieber. were six thousand one hundred | : 

and thirty-nine dollars and seventy-two cents ($6,139.72) paid by each government, | oe 
in all twelve thousand two hundred and seventy-nine dollars and forty-four cents “| 
($12,279.44). . a nse So Se ne Tac Ae _ E 

The expenses of the commission contemplated in Article VI of the convention, in- | . - 
eluding the contingent expenses, have amounted to one hundred and seventy-eight =  . = &§ 

‘thousand seven hundred and thirty-eight dollars and forty-six cents ($178,738.46), - ae 
equal to four per cent. and seventeen thousand nine hundred and ninety-two one hun- UE 

'. dred thousandths (47,4337;) of one per cent. on the total amount of awards on both es 
_. gides. oO . 7 F 

_.... The undersigned have also caused the account hereunto annexed to be stated, and. LE 
have approved the same under their respective hands. a 

rr ne a _ HAMILTON FISH, [. & 
es ne a _ «Secretary of State. = 

ee an a -.. - IGN’O MARISCAL. OE 
- WASHINGTON, December 14,1876. UE 

- eds - - Statement of account of United States and Mexican Claims Commission. — ee oe 

ON ANS er _- AWARDS AND EXPENSES OF COMMISSION. ae 
ae ‘ Awards against Mexico: | CO ns oo eS I 

.-_- YT, In Mexican gold dollars.$3, 296,055 18 SO ae Ce 
| II, In U.S. gold coin...... — 426, 624 98 © | | | oe a | 

Til. In currency..---...--.. 402,942 04. | ne | vy a | 

4, 195, 622 20 at apereentage of 4.17992, yields.g172, 44775 
cola - Awards against United States: — oo / Se 7 | ; : 7 Se | 

_. I. In Mexican gold dollars. 50,528 57.5 oo OE 
If. n U.S. gold coin...-.. 10,559:67 0 ee : OE 

_ JIT. In currency....---.---- 89,440 We pense ene a 

/ 159, 498-41 ata percentage of 4.17992,yields. 6,290 71 | 

Totals. 222.22. ...22. 4,276, 120 61 at a percentageof 4.17992, yields. 178,738 46 _ «| 
__ Expenses of commission, one-half to be borne by each government ....... 178,738.46 =. 

— Moiety of expenses........seeeseeeserseeeeceees 89,36923°
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{ Salary of commissioner from July 1, 1869, to January 31,1876, 
Le a 6 years and 7 months, @ $4,500 ..-. 2-0. 22. ee eee eee eee -- $29,625 00 | 
1 _ . Salary of secretary from May 1, 1869, to December 31, 1876, / se 
ye | _ Vyears and 6 months, @ $2,500 ..--...----..------------2- «18,750 00 | 

Umpire, Dr. Lieber, from September 6, 1869, to Oc. | ee eee 
M tober 1, 1872, @ $3,000.22... .------ 22 ese eee. G6, 189 72 Cre cneer aa | 
/ Umpire, Sir Edward Thornton, from October 17, ere | 

| 1873, to November 20, 1876, 3 years and I month. 9,275 00 ee eee | 

: | Total amount paid by Mexico ......2. cece gece -ccee cece 63,789 72. Cc ! 
.. .-- Paid by United States: : | 
i: For same services, same rates and time ............ 63,789 72 | 
4 | | Also joint contingent expenses ........------.----- 51,159 02 | : 

i Total amount paid by United States .............0.--. 114,948 74 0 
4 _ Total amount of expenses paid as above........--.++-+--+-+- vo - 2+ $178, 738 46 0 

i  Moiety of same a8 above.......-.eeeceeeeeceecee ceeseeteeseececess 89,369 2300 
4 : | OO SO WHAMILTON FISH, | 
; - a : —-. Secretary of State. : 

a | SS oo TGN’O MARISCAL, © | 
i SO | ‘BALANCE OF ACCOUNT. : 

i From sheet No. 1. Award against United States $150,498 41 at 4.17992% $6,200 71 
a From sheet No. 1. Award against Mexico..... 4,125,622 20 at 4.179922¢ 172,447 75 | 

poo 976,120 61 at 4.17992% 178,738 46 
pO From sheet No. 1. Expenses paid by United Co ot 
| a States .... 2.2220 cee ee cence eee cee eeees «114,948 74 ee | 

oe From sheet No. 1. Expenses paid by Mexico..- 63,789 72 Total expenses 178, 738 46 

| | |  Aecount of the United Slates. ao. | 

fo " To amount of pereentage on award against Mexico ....-.:. $172,447 75 ws 
|. By amount of disbursements on account of expenses .........----.-.--- $114, 948 74 
5 a Balance. 2... eee cee ee teens coe cee eee ee cee eee cee ee ee eeeee 57,499 OL 

co 98, 407 75172447 TH 

| Balance against the United States .... Jbenvnaee s weeee. 57, 499 01 - os a = | 

: | oe . Account of Mewicon oe | 
: | oo | | Oo : Dr. — CR. 
J ‘Toamount of percentage on award against United States .... . $6,290 71 oo | 
a By amount of disbursements on account of expenses...-.....---.-------. $63, 789 72 
/ | | Balance... 222. cee eee cane ce eee cece ee eee recee cece eee= 57,499 OL oy 

fo | : ba 63,789 72: 63,789 72 
1 | —— oe 

a Balance in favor of Mexico ... 2.0. coc ek ce eee ace e eee e cee eee eens 57,499 OL 

fo . | Oo . > HAMILTON FISH, 
| : a Secretary of State. 
| | ren — IGN’O MARISCAL. | 

| rcs Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish. an a | 

No. 481.) - LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, . 
oe ot Mexico, December 30, 1876. (Received January 16.) _ 

, -  . Sir: At the date of my last dispatch on current events, the army of | 
| 7 General Diaz was marching against the Iglesias forces in the direction | 

of Querétaro.’ The campaign thus far has been a continued and uni- |



form suecess. for General Diaz. .The first success was the defection.of, = =-— 
the advance guard of the Iglesias forces, which, upon the approach of. ees 
- -Diaz’s army, passed over in a. body toit without firing ashot. This was a 

~ followed by the evacuation of Querétaro and its oecupation by Diaz._ —.U#~ 
- About the same time General Gareia de la Cadena, a revolutionaryehief, .  § 

-. who had control of the State of Zacatecas, and hada short time pre- — ooo 
- viously recognized Mr. Iglesias as provisional President, again ‘ pro-_ = 

- nounced” in favor of Diaz, and transferred that State to his support. - 
-. 'Phis was soon after followed by the revolt. of the garrison of San Luis = =—s 

Potosi, which had also reebgnized Mr. Iglesias after the fall of Mr. sf 
_ Lerdo, and the States of Nuevo, Leon, Coahuila, and Tamaulipas are | 
_ reported to have followed the example of the adjoining States. General- #4 

_ Diaz is advancing from Querétaro, having occupied Celaya, andisnow = = 
said to be in the vicinity of Guanajuato. En route he has reported the = = § 

/  aceession to his army of a number of detachments of theIglesias troops; | 
$0 that by all these accessions he has been very much strengthened, = — & 

- and Iglesias weakened. po ee ee 
-. Rumors have been in daily circulation of an adjustment between the == f§ 

_ two rival claimants of the presidency. It appears thataconterence was =i (asi sé 
held between Diaz and Iglesias ten days ago, but without any success. _ oF 
It is stated that Mr. Iglesias offered to make certain concessions as to oops 
the election of new federal powers, but General Diaz insisted upon the = = = — 
complete acceptance of the plan of Tuxtepec, which Mr. Iglesias. de- EF 
clined to do, as he was unwilling to recognize'in so unreserved a manner =~ &§ 

- the revolutionary principle and practice. ee saree 
| | The Diaz party now claim that peace will soon be restored, and that, 

too, without any bloodshed, as the popular sentiment is so plainly in OE 
their favor, and as the Iglesias-army is so greatly reduced as to make © o£ 

- -yesistance useless.” a oS ae 
- [ have already referred to the fact that when General Diaz left this — J 

. city to take command in person of the army he transferred the exercise _ oe 
of the executive power to his military second in command,GeneralJuan 

_ N. Mendez, who has remained in this capital discharging the functions == 
of provisional president. He belongs to the Indian race, is a plain’ : 

-. *haciendado” (farmer), without much experience in public affairs, but pis 
_. .@ person highly respected by and of great influence among the Indians ~ oe 

_, of the Puebla Mountains, where the revolution had early and strong —_> 
support. During his brief administration a number of important or- —  &§ 

_ ders and decrees have been issued. In my No. 472, of the 8th instant, = 
_ IT transmitted a decree of General Diaz nullifying certain classes of con- | 

- tracts made by the Lerdo government, This decree has been made to = 
extend to the acts of the Iglesias government also, as willbe seen by ff 
the circular, of which Linclose a translation herewith, = = 
General Mendez has issued a decree declaring closed to foreign com- 

merce all the ports of the republic whose authorities have not recog- _ | 

nized the government of General Diaz, and declaring that all persous 
_ waking payments (custom duties) to such authorities will be subject to | 

a second payment. I transmit a translation of said decree. = 9 ~ | of 
- T also inclose a decree by which the judicial acts and. decisions of the. | I 

- authorities of the Lerdo. government are declared valid, but with nu- OE 
-- merous exceptions. oe Oe: Bg 

But the most important decree issued by General Mendez, as provis- = = &f 
‘ional president, is the one convoking elections, which embrace the three Ae, 
federal powers of: the republic and of the States. This decree contains sd 

-. some notable provisions. It excludes from all candidature all persons 
- who in civil or military grades have done anything to recognize there-) © |
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| .__- election of Mr. Lerdo, who have participated ‘in what are termed: the a 
Jo. - electoral frauds, or have voted in favor of the “extraordinary faculties.” 
|... ‘These prohibitions will exclude from office more than three-fourths of : 
|. the members of the last two congresses and of the supreme court, and 
a _ a vast number of civil and military officials in all parts of the republic, 

to among the most experienced and able ofits public men.. The persons —_ 
_ ._s eleeted are required to take an oath to support the constitution and the = 
/ > plan of Tuxtepec, by which latter provision all ‘successful candidates 
_ ss must recognize the principle and practice of revolution as established _ 
_ . . .° by General Diaz. These provisions are very severely criticised by the | 

i ~ opposition press, which claims that the odious electoral system of the = 
_  -. ‘Lerdo government, which the Diaz revolution was inaugurated. to. de- | 
: | stroy, was much less illiberal and exclusive than the electoral decree 
— just issued. pO eG 

» ..--- Tinelose copies and translations of the decree and the manifesto by 
_ °°. - which it was accompanied. — | moe a ne 

» In my dispatch No. 473 L referred to the partial failure of the revolu- 
Po _. tionary loan asked for by the Diaz government. It has abstained from = 
po _ any irregular exactions or forced loans, as has too’ often been the case 
/.._ with revolutionary leaders; but it has levied a general and uniform tax 
~ >. upon all classes of property of from 6 to 10 per cent. upon profits, which 

_. Is estimated to be equivalent to about one-half of 1 per cent.on the  — 
i. value of property. | lt is expressly stated in the decree that from the | 
poo proceeds of this tax will be reserved the sum required to pay the Janu- | 
t ary installment of the mixed claims commission. The tax is general ~ | 
P | in its application to the entire republic, and is the third extraordinary 
po tax levied during the past twelve months, two levies of 1 per cent. each: 
je - having been made by the government of Mr. Lerdo, 

| BS ee JOHN W. FOSTER, 

- Order nullifying contracts of the Iglesias government, as well as those of President Lerdo, © 
| te a _. [From The Two Republics, Mexico, Saturday, December 23,1876.) 

fo a | CIRCULAR, | | we 

| me The citizen-general, second in command of the national constitutional army, provis- 
fo - ionally in charge of the execntive department of the union, has been pleased to direct, A 
4 mo with the unanimous concurrence of the council of ministers, that your attention be 
4 . ~ called, which I now call, to the dispositions contained in the decrees of August 20 andy 

| September 26 last, issued in Oaxaca, which were reproduced in the first number of the 
{ oe Diario Oficial. : Ss Se, SE 
fone In said decrees, with the foresight natural in a regenerating movement, which has 
| CO not had and does not have any object. but to save the rights of the people,as ‘much 
J : with relation to individual rights, constantly encroached on by the former administra- 
/ .  - tion, ‘as with respect to the. common interests of the nation, which were neglected and = 
po sacrificed, all contracts made by Mr. Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada were declared null, 
Do void, and without value and the civil and criminal responsibility of all individuals | 
fo. 0 ~ who should intervene in any: character whatever in.said contracts was established, 
| . adding various dispositions that. would in a measure prevent the serious damagesthat 
i -  eould be done and unfortunately were done by the said administration, = = 0° 
| ; + But said dispositions would be completely eluded, if, confining itself to the personnel 4 
do of the administration that-has disappeared, the government should fail to apply them _ 
| to those persons who, although putting on new garments, are the sameresponsible per- 

. sons, the same agents and functionaries against whom the people are contending, and. 
a of whom they demand reparation for the damages they have caused and continue to— 

fo CANO, ae oe 
{ ee The same individuals who, during many years of service in high posts, had not the = |_| 

oe spirit to demand of the tyrant the rights of Mexicans and respect forthe constitution, =| 
4 a thiuk the time has now arrived fora change of cvlors, and hold themselves up to the —
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nation as the representatives and depositaries of the law, which, in the times oftrial, . =. ss 

- did-not merit from them the most. insignificant, effort_or sacrifice. —_ oo 
~ "Ty order to avoid a falsification, so illy concéaléd, which would postpone foralong = ~—*& 

“time the satisfaction demanded by the people, the executive of the union directs that OE 

-. the dispositions contained in the decrees mentioned in the beginning of this circular’ === (sé 

-. ‘be applied to the agents of the shadow of a government.that was improvised forafew : 

days in the city of Guanajuato, without any exception whatever of persons,asallof == =. f 

them are continuing the work of the downfallen tyrant, and by act are demonstrating | a 

that their principal object is to thwart the regeneration of the republic: that could © — § 

have been and should have been considered as assured after the triumph of the armed — a 

"people in many combats over their gratuitous and implacable enemies. ae OE 

: --.” “ Which I have the honor to communicate to you, in order that it may be applied and I 

—. @uly complied with, 
a | 

-. -Siberty in the constitution, ee  - 

+ Mexico, December 15,1876. 007 Pe wR ee A - 

| eras ce a ” [Mnelosure 2 in No. 481.] _ ee eee ce : 

Decree concerning closing of ports not recognizing President Diaz, and the payment of cus-  . = § 

De —_ So _ ‘toms, &ec., thereat. 7 : ne 

wo SO co A DECREE, = Bo eo 

Gen. Juan N. Mendez, second in command of the national constitutional army, tothe ss 

Ne - inhabitants of the republic makes known: = is es | 

“That in. use of the ample. faculties conceded to the executive of the nation by the oo E 

_. “plan” of .Tuxtepec, amended in Palo Blarico, it being necessary to put in practice all = 
/ ‘the measures that may contribute to the ‘pacification of the republic, I. have decreed 7 . 

the following : OSCE TE a 
ARTICLE 1. All the ports of the republic, whose authorities have not recognized the TO 

“supreme government established in the capital of the republic, are closed tothecom- = ——s«i§ 

merce of the high seas and to coasting trade. oe es ee 

Art. 2, Those persons who may pay any amount pertaining to the federal treasury _— OE 

~~ “to employés or functionaries who have not recognized the supreme government, are ff 

subject to a second payment, which payment can only be made in offices and toem- ss 4 

_-. -ployés who have expressly adhered to the movement regenerating the republic. 

Art. 3. The employés and authorities spoken of in this decree will be held person- = 

ally and pecuniarily responsible for the application of the funds they may receive or SE 

_<. - distribute without express authority from the government of this capital. - on 

Which I command to be printed, published, circulated, and duly complied with, oo - 

--.. National Pacace OF MExico, December 12, 1876. - a | 

So a So JUAN N. MENDEZ. re | 

en Od ee ’ [Ineclosure 3 in No, 481} 0. |. soot eg . 

, "Decree declaring the validity of the judicial acts of the Lerdo government, with certain ex- oe 

oe Oe | ception, EE 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND PuBLic INSTRUCTION.—Section 1]. 9 oR 

-... 'To-day-I say the following to. the first citizen district judge of this capital : eo | ' 

© The citizen general, second in command of the national constitutional army,in charge 

of the supreme executive power, having in view your note, in which you advise that | : 

-- proper measures be decided upon in regard to the validity or invalidity of the judicial == 

‘nets of the administrat:on’of Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada, and concerning. what shail be OE 

Aone with-the orders issued by authorities, whose removal has not yet beenexpresslyand | 

| especially agreed upon by this department; having also in view the planof Tuxtepecas. = 
-.. yeformed at Palo Blanco, and particularly the third article, which repudiates the econ- : 

gress elected in July, 1875, and which does not recognize any authority whateverin = —_—i 

the functionaries and employés of - said: administration, as well'as the decision arrived ean: 
atin respect to this matter by the citizen General Porfirio Diaz in a meeting of min-- OE 

_* igters; the principles of the science and the precedents of our public law, the highly &§ 
» -.peneficial designs: to society, and lastly the grave ‘and delicate interests,as well’‘of . —s ff 

_.. ‘»private individuals as of the nation, which are. identified with the acts and. business ye : 

of the judicial branch, and which, for the same reason, have always merited particular , | 
> =gare on the part of the legislator, he has been pleased to. dictate the following meas- — ee 

Oe 0 MINOR le Sr SS ee oy Soe ee ee eo a pot oe ye pa a es 

First, All judicial acts of the administration of Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada are
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| declared valid, and as such shall produce the effects'‘which they would haveincon-- | formity with the law. © _ - . . Ba Base | | __Second. Those acts are excepted which may have been in manifest opposition to thea : _ : plan of Tuxtepec as reformed at Palo Blanco, as well as those founded uponlawsissued = oo _ by the congress of 1875 and 1876. Both are to be considered null and without legal = a value whatever, and -‘shall’be.declared thus in the respective proceediugs by thecom- 
| _. petent judge, upon the petition of parties in civil suits, and officially in criminal cases. | ) 4 _. Third. The sentences denying amparo, which. are based upon the extraordinary = | a _ faculties conceded to thé said administration, are especially declared null, as well as. - 2 ao the attachments and impositions of fines decreed in virtue of the said faculties. = ! 

Fourth. The proceedings instituted against citizens who. served in the regenerating | a army are also null, if they were instituted on. this. account, or if the charge made | i. against the defendants should ‘be that of having lent services to the revolution or of 4 _ having sustained the saving principles of the latter, or of assisting inany mannerin ~~ | : a establishing its security and stability. = 8 = 8 ~~ - . oe | i ee Fifth. In the foregoing cases the judges who in the first instance may or shall have | : knowledge of the existence of these facts will officially put the accused at liberiy, the 2 3 _ Sentence which shall in fact be pronounced. remaining subject to tha revision of the, : next superior court under ‘its responsibility, and this revision will also take place in __ | ae regard to the judicial proceedings spoken of -in.the second section. | Le : a $0 _ Sixth. If, in the proceedings treated of by. the foregoing, sufficient evidence should. ) 3 appear for presuming the accuséd to be guilty of a erime of the common or federal : 3 order, but which may not be of those knowa as political, the proceedings instituted oe q will continue until the end, but only for the crime of that nature, with absolute sub- 
3 | jection in all respects to the laws in force, all other charges being dismissed. 
fo - Seventh. The orders. issued. hy illegitimate authorities who may not yet have bean 
o removed should be carried out with the promptness and effizacy which the law re- 
4 quires in all cases where the treasury is interested, or which affect the prompt admin- . 
4 - istration of justice, and in those eases which conform ‘to precedents, the court observ- ; ing in regard to such cases the preceding sections in so far as they are applicablew, 
i . Kighth. The prosecution of the proceedings above recommended. by ‘the presiding | 4 judges does not amount to the definite recoguition of the jurisdiction which they may 
fi. claim, it being in all cases subject to the removal which may afterward be determine: oF 1 OS of the personnel of the courts and tribunals, such prosecation having at the present. 
: time force and vigor as that. emanating from the law by virtue of an appointment oe 4 made by the legally constituted authority, which I state to you in answer. to your said | | | -———s note for your information and exact fulfillment == 1 _ Liberty in the constitution, oe ee re ee 
1 _ Mexico, December 14,1876.,0 eee pp oe | 
foo To the First Citizen Disrricr Jupes OF THIS CAPITAL, present. | 
: oo And I transmit it to you for the corresponding effects. SEES IES EAE | i . Liberty in the constitution. on SEP . ee - - 
1, Mexico, December 14,1876. 2 ae ws os 
\. | | ee IGNACIO RAMIREZ. : 

? | Mr. Fish to Mr. Fosters eo 
No. 366.] - Ce Department or Stare, 

| ae | | Washington, January 19,1877, 
| ___ Stm: Your dispatches to No. 484 have been received. Intelligencehas ~ poe reached here of the defeat of the forces arrayed in behalf of both Igle- : 
/ -Siasand Lerdo. If this should be confirmed by similar tidings received at | 
| the capital, Porfirio Diaz would have no important adversary inarms,and =| 
| might be regarded as the actual ruler of the country. Inasmuch, there-. : 
| fore, as we cannot receive from a government which we do not acknowl- 
/ edge the installment of indemnity payable by Mexico onthedlstinstant, 
; | on this account, especially, you would be warranted in recognizing the 

government of Porfirio Diaz, unless before this reaches you such a step . 
| should be made inexpedient by events which are not now foreseen. You 
| will exercise your best discretion in the matter. From our point of : | 
| view we cannot comprehend the expediency on the part of Diaz of dis- !
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owning the official contracts entered into -by his predecessor. Sach a — ft 

step certainly cannot contribute! to the vonfidence.of persons who other-- - sd 

wise might be disposed to enter into contracts which, in the nature of . sf 

things, must be more or less indispensable for strengthening his power, 

- nor will the tendency of the repudiation be toward enabling him to obtain - 

better terms from those with whom he may bargain. You may inform. — om | 

a ally refer to these considerations in any interviews which you may have | 

with him or with others of authority andinfluenceinthat quarter. You . — § 

will express the regret which we should have at theeffect of the meas- E 

. ure upon those interests of citizens of the United States whomay have - — § 

- entered into contracts with the Lerdo government. If, however, the | 

: policy avowed should be insisted upon and carried into execution, if 18 

not expected that, for the present, at least, you will regard this as an | 

international question. = oe re ees | 

P- Tam, sir, eo, HAMILTON FISH.  —§ 

PS Mr, Foster to Mr. Fish. as | 

No. 490.) | oe _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, oe 

me Ey | Mexico, January 20,1877. (Received January 30.) : 

 Sre: Your dispatch No. 357 of the 20th ultimo, transmitting a copy cole 

| of. the protocol and account, of expenses of the joint conimission agreed : 

- &pon between you and Mr. Mariscal, was received yesterday. The gov-. 

ernment of General Diaz had already sent to Vera Cruz, for embarkation Ss 

| to New Orleans, $300,000, with which to make the first payment. on the ee 

-: 3lst-instant, in accordance with the claims. treaty; but being satisfied | 

- ‘that it would be glad to take advantage of the construction which your 

dispatch allows to be placed upon the fourth and sixth sections of the ff 

- treaty, and deduct from the $300,000 the balance on account of expenses 

Lo of the commission found to be in favor of Mexico, I called upon Mr. £ 

| Vallarta on yesterday, left with him a copy of the protocol and account, —— & 

and stated to him the substance of your dispatch. He at once submit- 

ted the matter to the consideration of the acting president, and within —s«E 

two hours he ealled at the legation to inform me that it had been deter- = 
- mined to deduct the total amount of the balance of expenses, to wit, = = = = ff 

$57,499.01, from the first payment, in view of the pressing financialne- =. § 

- cessities of the government. He, at the same time, expressed his pro- 

_. found appreciation of the liberality of construction which you had per. | oo 

mitted to be placed upon the treaty. He said that. as the coin had— | 

already been sent to Vera Cruz, and was now ready for embarkation, =f 
it had been thought best to carry out the original intention, and have | 

Mr. Mata make the payment in Washington, which he hopes to do on «| 
or before the 3lst instant. re ee er ee 

es . er ee No. 218. | SSS | oe 

ee Mr. Foster to Mr. Fish, | ns | 

No. 496] ~~. *LeGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,  —_—si&S 

| oo ecico, February 19, 1877. (Received March 16.) = | 

- Sir: I have received under date of the 15th a note, of which Tinclose = = | 

- a copy and translation, from the minister. of foreign affairs of General
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_  Diaz’s government, in which he brings to my notice that General Diaz, _ 
| |» having successfully terminated his campaign, has reassumed the exer- 

_._ eise of the provisional presidency of the republic; that the publie peace — | 
|) is now restored in all parts of the Mexican territory; and that within 
|. a short time the constitutional order will be re-established, the func- : 
Poo tionaries elected by the people entering upon their respective duties. | 

On the 16th, the minister of foreign affairs sent me a circular, of . | 
/ which I inclose a copy and. translation, issued by the, minister of. gov- 
poe ernment, which, in announcing to the authorities of the States the - 
| resumption of executive power by General Diaz, sets forth the policy ° 
Po which will govern his administration in three important particulars. = 
j ‘The circular states (1st) that the constitutional order will be at once : 
: restored and respected. in its complete force, in so far as it is possible, 3 
i _ in the absence of the legislative and judicial branches of the govern- - 

oe _ Inent; and that Congress.and the supreme court will be organizedin 
the shortest possible time, in accordance with the will of the people — a 

Bo expressed in the elections. = ; ak co 
-.. ‘The circular states (2d) that the plan of Tuxtepec and the present 
: _ administration established upon its principles shall not be areactionary = 
to _ or retrograde government; that the revolution has been and is liberal : 
' and progressive, and will sustain with good faith and vigor the doctrines 
i _. Of the national party, written and sanctioned in the existing constitu- > | 
| tion and the laws of reform; and that it will lend no Support orencour- | 
' agement to reactionary movements against the principles of reform, — : 
i which have been secured through so many years of struggle. _ | 
to | And, finally, the cireular expresses the desire of the Provisional Pres-. 
fo ident to call into his administration the members of the national liberal 
i. party, without distinction of circles or banners, to have the benefit of = 
| the experience. and services of all Mexican citizens who sincerely respect 
i and obey the constitution and its amendments, and that an exclusive - 
). . party spirit shall notinfluence his conduct. SS 

_ - The declarations of this circular are highly important, in view of the - 

ko _ fact that it has been understood that two opposite influences have been. | 
i _ ab work, seeking to mold the policy of General Diaz in directions an- —- 
/ .-* tagonistic¢ to these principles.. One circle has sought to induce him to — | 

_ . disregard the constitutional order, and to continue the military or dic-_ 
i _ ---- tatorialk government indefinitely. Another party has urged that he | 
i _. should make a combination with the old conservative or church party, = 
| . and annul or disregard the laws of reform, and the other liberal and — : 
1 . progressive provisions of the constitution, . oo : Oo 
, .._. Inmy last dispatch [ informed you of the abandonment of the Mexican 
Co territory, both by Mr. Lerdo and Mr. Iglesias, so that there is now no — 
, rival claimant to General Diaz in the republic, and virtually the whole __ | 
Fo country has submitted to his authority. The only opposition knownto . 
a exist is by Governor Alvarez, with a small part of the State of Guerrero, 
+. and our consul at Acapulco informs me that Alvarez is ready to sur-. | 
|. render his authority to General Diaz, and is only resisting the opposing oo 
\ governor. | ey Be 
| : RR e a ae 7% * Dd 

| Co have, &e., a | «JOHN W. FOSTER. a 

| . tT elosuire 1 in No. 496.—Translation.] . : Co 2 
Po. Me, Vallarta to Mr; Foster. a 

bo DD RPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
fo co oo a 7 .  Menico, February 15, 1877... | 
| a ~ Sir: The Citizen Porfirin Diaz, general-in-chief of the national army, has to-day | 

| . again assumed the supreme executive power of the.union, the exercise of which he was | | |



ee ee MEXICO. 0 88T 

pleased to delegate to the second in command, Citizen-General Juan N. Mendez, when — og 

-» - Gn December last he took under: his,.immediate. direction, the campaign which has £ 

- already terminated happily, and without the effusion of any blood, against the forces = 

_ which combated the order of affairs created by the plan of Tuxtepec. . ~ q 

On making known to your excellency the stated fact, it is pleasant for me to bring = og 

| - toyour knowledge that the public peace is now restored in all parts of the Mexican.  £ 

: territory, and that within a short time the constitutional order will be re-established, ===. ~ = & 

oo the functionaries, whose election is at present being made by the people,entering upon a 

| the discharge of their respective duties; 2 - on ee | 

a I have the honor of assuring your excellency of my most distinguished considera-  &£ 

tion. , ae Wty A SS ey ed , CO Os oo of 

| on - we ee ee Ee os LL VALLARTA. 

| {Enclosure 4in No. 496.—Translation.) OO eth pg OE 

_ Circular of February 16 to the provincial governors, announcing the policy of President Diaz. ae 

_ oo DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT.—SECTION 1. . a hn ES | 

Se | a Cireularnn a i 

oe The decree which I have the honor to inclose to you will inform you that the citi- | of 

| zen-general-in-chief of the army has to-day reassumed possession of the executive .  § 

power of the union; after having terminated in the most happy and satisfactory man- E 

ner his campaign, leaving the government of the republic, in order to assume the —&£ 

_ gaid campaign, in the hands of the second citizen-general in command, according to ; 

| - the decree of the 6th of December of last year. — es re 

| - On again assuming the position assigned to him by the plan of Tuxtepec,amended.  —s—s if 

-,° at’Palo Blanco, the citizen-general-in-chief has the satisfaction of having secured .—s——séd& 

peace throughout the whole country, the triumph of the national insurrection being. > § 

- now complete and absolute. st oe Pe oo ee | 

‘This satisfaction is even greater to him inasmuch as, in obtaining a blessing of so ‘ ; 

| ‘great value as is the general peace of the republic, there has been no occasion forthe =. 

. . effusion of more blood since the combats which overthrew the administration of Lerdo. = 

a The citizen-general-in-chief assumes the provisional power which he exercises,in- = ~ : 

a spired with the same sincere desires which have always animated him for the prosper-  &£ 

_ ity of the republic, his firm purpose being to restore, in the shortest time possible, the oe 

/ constitutional order disturbed since the preceding administration 5 and he will direct - _&f 

all his forces to the abbreviation of the present transitory period of the reconstruction = 

-<. . of the constitutional powers. I can consequently assure you that the provisions of the | &— 

| ~ convocation and the promises of the revolution of Tuxtepee will have complete fulfil- 

-. ment in regard to the early constitutional reorganization of the republic. re i 

- . -'In the very few days in which he will still have to exercise the provisional power, — | 

with which he is invested by virtue of the present situation, the citizen-general-in- | - 

chief will. cause, nevertheless, that the constitution shall be a reality, respecting it,and © a 

: requiring its fulfillment in all of its provisions, which the present circumstances do #£ 

-.. not make impossible of execution, Be BSB sent SET SEAS TS a 

-. Jf-the lack of the federal legislative and judicial. powers does not permit that they , - | 

shall act, or ‘that the constitutional order shall exist immediately in all its fullness, all. — | 

oe the other constitutional provisions which do not relate to those powers, as those which | 

_‘.. insure individual guarantees, which designate the form of government, which sanction UE 

the reform, &c., shall be the supreme laws of the tepublic, and will be observed and 5 

strictly complied with. In this manner the citizen-general-in-chief believes that he | | 

_. repays the confidence which the nation has been pleased to place in him, preparing the wo | 

early re-establishment of the complete constitutional order. Oe | 

| The plan of Tuxtepec, amended at Palo Blanco, expressly proclaims in article Istthe of 

oe constitution and the laws of reform as the supreme laws of the republic. Therevolu- = .—s—sé& 

- . tion, tolerant inasmuch as it is liberal, has not been, is not, neither willit be, reaction-  =—“‘i‘C;C~*@r 

| ary; it does not. retrograde to the most, gloomy times of our history, rejecting the OE 

|. principles which are professed to-day by all cultivated nations, and whose conquest — OE 

~ . .. ‘has cost: Mexico torrents of blood. The revolution has been and is liberal and progres- 

. _.give, and will sustain with good faith and vigor the doctrines of the national party, = =~, &— 

. _ written and sanctioned in our constitution and the lawsofreform. es 

The citizen-general-in-chief directs me to make the foregoing observations in the | OE 

Bo most explicit manner, in order that the nation may know what are the aspirations and aoe : 

. _ -views of the provisional government, in order that it may know that the revolution of | | 

. Tuxtepec is not a reaction against the laws of reform; that the present government = 

--__ neither protects nor lends its support to the tendencies of retrogression. These'decla~ = — § 

rations, made known in this solemn form and accepted by the cabinet with complete _ o£ 

‘unanimity, will serve to completely tranquilize all fears, causing it to be understood . 
that after the regenerating revolution which has’ displaced a corrupt: administration, |
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i _ there should be no fear of the loss of the great blessings which Mexico has secured in / 
- half.a century of political convulsions. BC : NB oo oe ) ‘ _ [am also ordered by the citizen-general-in-chief to make known on this occasion = | 
4 . another declaration of no less importance. Being persuaded that exclusive govern- Oe 

: ments do not have the elevated views which are necessary for the constitutional and 3 
L- _. Stable reconstruction of a country so burdened with revolutions as ours, he desires to - | 

govern with the national liberal party, without distinctions of circles or banners 3 he : 
i desires to have at his side all Mexicans who sincerely and loyally obey and respect : 
| a the constitution and its additions and reforms. He calls all citizens. to his gide, and _ | 
| will accept with pleasure the co-operation of all intelligent and useful persons in the ~~ ! 
| | difficult task of the constitutional reconstruction: oo ee | 
1 | The citizen-general-in-chief has the noble ambition to reorganize the liberal party, | 
bo and he believes that this is the occasion for taking the first step in that direction, _ 7 
bo _ maintaining no exclusions except for crime and for refusing to accept our institutions . 
L or obey our laws. _ PE Se : | | oo 7 
a On ordering the publication of the decree which I send you, be pleased to order, also, OS 
| that this circular may be made known in all parts of the state under your worthy : 
po charge, in order that doubts for the future may cease, all the country knowing the sen- | 
| timents by which the provisional government is animated. | | 7 a | 
bo. Liberty in the constitution, = —  - ne ae , 
4 _. Mexico, February 16,1877. ee a 
: So OO : | | P.TAGLE. . 
1 _ To the CITIZEN-GOVERNOR OF ———- . — oo 

: , | | \ Pos | Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts. . oo See . a Oo | 

No. 510.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
) : | . Mexico, March 23,1877. (Received April7.) | 

{ Srz: The consul at Mazatlan, under date of the 20th ultimo, reported 
1 _ to me, through the consul-general in this city, that General F. O. Arce, 
fo - military governor of the State of Sinaloa under President Lerdo, upon =| 
| = the oceupation of Mazatlan by the forces of General Diaz took refuge = 
| in his consulate on the 15th of January last; that on the 18th of January 
|. -the consul informed the commander of the Diaz forces, Colonel Ramirez, 
bo _ that.General Arce was under the protection of the consulate, and re- | 
| | ceived the assurance that the consulate should be respected ; that, not- 
| - ._-withstanding, on the 2d of February, a body of armed men forcibly | 

entered the consulate, in the absence of the consul and without his 
fo knowledge and consent, and. removed General Arce therefrom; that | 
; . » upon.complaining of the act in writing to Colonel Ramirez, the latter 
| called at the consulate and stated that he was satisfied that an outrage © 
/ had been committed, and promised to restore General Arce and punish | 
{ the officer making the arrest; and that General Arce was not returned | 
i _. to the consulate, nor any steps taken towards reparation. © 
| The day after the receipt of the consul’s report, General Arce arrived ! 
1 _in this city under his parole to report as a prisoner to the President. I | 
| called upon General Arce, and his statement of the facts corresponds | 
| with that ofthe consul 0 Oo 
| | _ On the 20th instant, in a.call which I made at the department of for. > 
| . - eign affairs, [left with Mr. Vallarta a copy of the report of the consul, an 

herewith inclosed, stating that-while I did not make it the subject of —, 
| _. aformal note, I thought the facts stated would lead him to examine into 
, the conduct of the Mexigan officials. I expressly disavowed any claim = 
__- ._ -of extra-territoriality for American consulates in. Mexico, and called | 
to attention to the fact that our government discouraged the practice of | 
to political asylum in its legations. I admitted that the consul may have — !
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erred in giving General Arce refuge in the consulate, but that having oF 
reported the fact to the military commandant, and being assured by.him —  - 
that the protection extended to General Arce would be respected, I re- | 

_.*. garded. the armed and forcible entrance of the consulate and the arrest | 
of General. Arce as an act of bad faith and a want of respect. towardsan - = 
official of my government, especially as I was informed that nodemand _ OE 

_ of any kind had ever been made upon the consul for the surrender of i 
General Arce. a 2 re | 

_ Mr. Vallarta promised that the matter should have the early atten- — 
tion of his governmeut; and to-day he informed me that instructions = = J 

-. -had been sent to the military commandant of Mazatlan to forward at. OE 
| once a report of the affair; and he assured me that the government _ | 
| would not. fail to punish any officer who should be found wanting in = ff 

_ courtesy to the consul or to his flag. | ee is 
It is proper to state in this connection that, more than a month ago, I  - 

_ Jearned through the consul at Acapulco that General Arce had taken ff 
refuge in the consulate at Mazatlan, and that there-was a possibility of = | 

- trouble with the military authorities growing out of it. I at once wrote tee | 
to him through the consul-general, February 20, using the following ae | 

 Janguage:- Boia ee | ee | 
3 It is to be borne in mind that the consulate does not possess the right of extra-terri- . OE 
- toriality, and that while it is an act of humanity to protect defenseless persons from _ | ; 
~ mob violence and hasty revenge, during the transition of governments, it is advisable ae : 
 . to avoid giving permanent protection to political refugees, and thus prevent conflicts. =f 

eek with the local authorities. memes | BoE seh ae Se oe 

[will await the receipt by the government of its report in the case, el 
but will keep the case in view, hoping in the mean time to receive some — 
instructions from you on the subject. eee 

i ae oe «SOHN W. FOSTER. sg 

os . [Inclosure Lin No. 510.] oo A oe ma oe - | ; LS 

| 7 + Mr, Kelton to Mr. Skilton. | ee 

CAP Pe a Oo a CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, i 
Mazatlan, Mexico, February 20,1877, 

Sir: I beg herewith to advise you of the occupation of this port by the forces of Por- —  - 
firio Diaz on the 15th of January, on which day General F. O. Arce, military governor - oa 
and gefe militar of this State under Lerdo, took refuge in this consulate. On the 18th 
of January I had an interview with Col. Jestis Ramirez, commanding forces of. Porfirio 

_ Diaz, and-informed him that General Arce was under the’protection of this consulate. [ 
~ Colonel Ramirez assured me that the consulate would. be respected, and further gave oF 

_'.. General Arce all personal guarantees. Notwithstanding these assurances, on the even- - 
= ing of the 2d of February a large body of armed men did forcibly enter this consulate =» 
_. in my absence, and without my knowledge and consent, and removed, by force of arms, 

_. therefrom the person of General Arce. . weg haenct Es Suk PRE Bees a | 
~ - _. T addressed Colonel Ramirez on the 3d instant, copy of which I inclose, advising him — — &£ 
. that the manner of arresting General Arce indicated an international lack of courtesy | | , 

‘toward this consulate. On the 10th instant Colonel Ramirez called at this consulate | : 
|. *. with two aids-and informed me that he was satisfied that an outrage (ultraje) had been — E 

committed on this consulate; that. he intended to make the fullest. reparation by re- | 
-.... placing General Arce in this consulate, and to punish the officer making the arrest. I ee 
. have not received any communication from Colonel Ramirez, nor have any steps been ~  &§ 

“taken which might be construed as making reparation for an acknowledged insult to oo 
this consulate up to thismoment.. So my 

oe Tpemain, & 0, a rs 
IG. KELTON, | 

cg pay TERT 9 ED a DE a United States Consul. oo



, 400 © FOREIGN RELATIONS. =. | 

oo Oe AE oe : me [Inclosure 2 in No. 510.] og BO ge 

Mr, Kelton to Mr. Ramirez, 

\ a re ae CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
poo Pe, a Mazatlan, Mexico, February 3,1877. 
| Sir: 1 feel obliged to call your attention to an interview I had with yon on the 18th 
foo. day of January, 1377, relative to General F. O. Arce, then uader the protection. of 
| —. this consulate, in which interview you’ assured me that General Arce would be per- 
| . mitted to remain in this consulate free from molestation or arrest. - oc . oe oe ane | 

Do _ _ Notwithstanding these assurances, on the evening of the 2d day of February a large. Be 
po body of armed men did forcibly enter this.consulate during my absence, without my 2 
i .. . knowledge or consent, and removed therefrom by force the person of General Arce. - | 

- I deeply regret to be obliged to call your attention to the manner of arresting‘Gen-- } 
| eral Arce as indicating an intentional lack of courtesy toward the consulate I have the = 
t _ honor torepresent. = are ERNE ae 
fo. I deem it my duty to refer the matter to the Government of the United States... : 
| . [Thave, &e, | Se Ese De 

| ns a E.G. KELTON, 
he : . oo | a | «United States Consul. 

| | ge NG, 22000 : De ke Te PE 

! re Mr, Foster to Mr. Hvarts. ne i a 

bo No> 516 ] | -_ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, — | 
: OE _ Mexico, March 30,1877. (Received April 13.) 
i_— Srp: At the date of my last dispatch on current events, Governor 
-., Alvarez was still resisting the authority of Diaz inthe StateofGuerrero. 

ae _ Since then the sea-port of Acapulco has been occupied by the Diaz forces, 
po and it is reported that Alvarez has submitted, or at least has ceased his - 

+ Opposition, so that there is now no armed rasistance to Diaz in any part — | 
_ of the country.. A reasonable degree of peace and order prevails = 

1 , throughout the republic, and the authority of General Diaz is every- | 
). whererecognized. oye ce Ra | 
~The time fixed for the opening of Congress by the electoral convocation = 
| of December 23d last, was on the 12th instant, but at that date there 
| . ¢ Was only a small minority of members present, and owing to the want —_, 
; sof @ quorum the regular sessions have not yet been inaugurated. Itis = 
fo _ announced, however, that the requisite number of members of the House 
| os of Deputies is now present, and that within a few days, as soon as the =) 

oo 7 credentials are examined, that body will be formally opened by General. 

po The electoral convocation made no reference to the Chamber of Sen-. 
Be ators, and neither provided. for the election of new members, as in the 
to ease of the Chamber of Deputies, nor for. its meeting at the time fixed = 
po for the other legislative braneh of the government. Atthetimethecon- 
bo _ vocation was issued, it was supposed to be the intention of the new | : 
|.) .. government to abolish omissively the Senate, notwithstanding its exist- | 
| + ence is sanctioned by express constitutional enactment. Itisnowre- | 
poe ported that General Diaz desires to rectify this omission in the electoral 
| convocation, and to conform to the constitution by assembling the Sen- 
Po ate. oe OEM ee | 

ae Connected with this subject is the question of the powers and charac. 
ter of the Chamber of Deputies. . According to the constitutional order, 

do the present session should be devoted to the consideration of the finan. 
_.- @ial budget, should terminate its functions on the 3lst of May as the | 
|... Highth Congress, and-an election for the Ninth Congress be held inJune 

| or July next. Oo Pet ) Se |
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The question is therefore suggested as to whether this is to becon- ' 

sidered the last session of the Highth, or, by virtue of the revolutionary —  § 

- gonvocation, the Ninth Congress. Ee So E 

~The doubt is also raised as to whether, under the. constitution, one = 

- branch of the legislative power can exercise its functions without the  § 

~ eoneurrent session of the other. The cabinet of General Diaz is under- . o£ 

stood to maintain that the Chamber of Deputies can, without thesession £ 

of the Senate, legally discharge all such duties as are by the constitu- tf 

tion exclusively delegated to it, as the revision of the returnsof the = — §& 

-- electoral colleges, and the declaration of the result. of, the election for = | -@ 

| President and the Federal Supreme Court, as also the consideration of of 

-. the appropriation bills. — EB BES gal Bh cago ts  &€ 

| These subjects will give special interest to the proceedings of the dep-  & 

| —_uties. It is supposed that one of their earliest acts will be the formal . ££ 

| declaration of the election of General Diaz as constitutional President, | 

| as he has received almost unanimously the votes of the electors: He °°» €§ 

| will then terminate his provisional or revolutionary term, and, taking  £ 

: the oath anew, enter upon what will be styled his constitutional term.  § 

; as President. ON Se ESR a oO OEE ee 

; _ Mr. Lerdo, under date of February 24, from New York City, and Mr. - 

Iglesias, under date of the 15th instant, from New Orleans, have issued — a | 

| their respective manifestoes to the Mexican people, each claiming tobe | 

| the constitutional custodian of the executive power, and announcing Eg 

| their determination to persist in their claims. I do not inclose copies | t 

of these papers for the reason that, having been issued in the United — o=- 

1 States, it is presumed that you are informed of their coutents. | | § 

These publications indicate a renewal of strife in this republic, anda ~~ & 

1 _ continuance of the revolutionary era. ee ee . 

A number of prominent public men, adherents of Mr.Lerdo,havebeen : 

during the past.week summarily arrested in this city and sent to Vera | @ 

Cruz, suspected of conspiracy against the existing government. — ee ££ 

Tam, &, Oo | | | | | , : ; 

| . ee ee ae JOHN W. FOSTER, i 

Po : Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts. re |g 

7 = =No. 528] _ DLEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, i 

| EE Ses “Mexico, April 24, 1877. (Received May 15.) : | | 

1 -Srr: On the 21st instant I received your dispatch, No. 379, of the - - € 

q 31st ultimo, with which-you transmit a copy of a communication and its § 

7 accompaniments from the Secretary of War, embracing a report from: = ——i(‘éz@rS 

¥—_ Colonel Shafter concerning recent incursions of Indians from Mexico . — § 

| intoTexas 9... cee ee 
q In accordance with the indication contained in your dispatch,I called = | : 

4 =~—~s upon Mr. Vallarta, at the foreign office, on yesterday, gave him the =- @& 

{ facts contained in Colonel Shafter’s report, and represented tohim-the - —§ 

qa manner in which Colonel Shafter’s recommendation for authority to §¢ 

q@ _ cross the border in pursuit of the raiders had been received by our gov- | ft 

q ernment. Whereupon a lengthy conversation followed on the general = ——— & 

4 subject of the Texas-border troubles.) | 7 : j 

q ~ T'yeealled to Mr. Vallarta’s attention the fact that, in one of the first | 

| interviews which I had with him after the establishment of General —, F 

i . 26F RB Oo : a oe  &§
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_ Diaz’s government in this capital, I represented to him in very strong | 
_ terms the urgent necessity there was to give early attention to the peace | 

_ and order of that frontier, and in my first audience with General Diaz I . { _ made the same representations to him, assuring him thatit wasessen- 
| tial to the maintenance of cordial relations between the two countries. | 

I stated that the recent occurrences on that frontier had fully confirmed | 
-* . me in the suggestion which I first made to him, that a military officer of | 

| high rank, character, and prudence Should be sent to the Rio Grande i 
_ with a sufficient force of regular federal troops to repress the maraud- 

oo. ing bands, and compel the local authorities to co-operate in enforcing — — order and punishing the murderers and robbers. oe 
_ I expressed regret that my suggestion had apparently had so little 

: effect, as the only person sent to that frontier was General Blanco, who | 
| went to Matamoras simply on a political mission, unaccompanied by 

d ~ any federal force, and that his mission, if I had not been incorrectly | 
informed, had proven the truth of the position frequently assumed by 

a me, that the State and local authorities in that region’ pay very little 
regard to the orders or wishes of the federal government, as Governor 

7 Canales, of Tamaulipas, refused to recognize General Blanco’s authority —, 
: _ or to be governed by his orders, and that he found it necessary to return 

to this capital, and I feared it was the same with the other authorities | Do on the Mexican side of the Rio Grande; so that Mr. Vallarta’s govern- 
ment ought not to consider it strange that the military officials of Texas : Should deem it necessary to have authority to pursue the marauders 
into Mexican territory and punish them for their murders and robber- . 

be _ jes, This was no new declaration for me to make, as he would see by ! an examination of my correspondence and interviews with his prede- : cessors in the foreign office. oo | ERE SE 
: Ireferred to the fact that notwithstanding my repeated remonstrances 

: with the past administration for a series of raids into Texas from Mexico, | 
_ resulting in murders, arson, plundering of government post-offices and 

po custom-houses, robberies, and other outlawry, up to the present 
time not a single punishment had resulted on the part of the Mex-. / , ican authorities. ‘The only action taken by the federal authorities 

: during my residence which indicated any vigor or decision was the | fo arrest of General Cortina by order of Mr. Lerdo, and that simply re- 
: sulted in bringing him to the capital to release him on parole. And it 
7 appeared that the government of General Diaz had in his recent arrest : 

even treated him with greater consideration, as it had rescued him from 
: the death-penalty which Canales had caused to be pronounced against 

him in ci te ue and, according to the public press, had brought him 
to this city to be acquitted of all blame. a oe | 

7 Mr. Vallarta replied that General Diaz was fully impressed with the 
: importance of preserving the peace of the Rio Grande border, as he had i 

_ 80 freely expressed to me, and was desirous of doing all in his power to 
: that end; but that up to the present he had not been able to adoptsuch = 

_ measures as he desired, owing to the difficulties necessarily incident to 
the readjustment of public affairs after the triumph of the revolution. 

, He said that his government agreed with me that it was desirable to 
| ‘send to that frontier an able and pradent general, with a sufficient fed- 

eral force, to co-operate with the American military authorities; butin 
SO order to make this co-operation fully effective it was highly desirable, i 

_ first, to have the official relations between the two governments restored. | | foo. I answered, that the peace of that region ought not to be endangered 
| _ by a delay in-sending a federal force awaiting the recognition of Gen- | 

i eral Diaz’s government. Mr. Vallarta acquiesced in this, but said that |
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it appeared important that an understanding be arrived at-whereby the =  — & 
. American and Mexican military authorities might be able to co-operate | | 

in their movements against the Indians. and other raiders and outlaws, | tf 
_ and that such an agreement should be made by or have the approval of  - 

both governments, and that the non-existence of official relations stood UE 
in the way of such an understanding. Hereferred to the reportedcross- ~~ & 
ing of Colonel Shafter at Piedras Negras early in this month as a viola- re | 
tion of Mexican territory, which did not appear to have the justification of 

_ alleged in his (Colonel Shafter’s) recommendation to our government, = ~~  &— 
as the crossing of the river was not in pursuit of either Indians or other — El 
raiders, but to demand the sarrender of persons arrested in Mexico by — : | 
its authorities. To which I responded, that I was not authorized to dis- _ ee | 
cuss that occurrence, as I had as yet. received no information orinstruc- . © § 
tions concerning it; but, from my acquaintance with the treatment which  - 

_ the Rio Grande troubles had reeeived from the Mexican federaland t 
local authorities in the past four years, I was not surprised to bein- |  - 
formed that events had occurred which, in the judgment of our military © | 
officers, had made a crossing of the border necessary. ° : - : 
_ Referring to the visit of General Blanco to Matamoras, Mr. Vallarta.  -§ 
said that his mission was purely of a political character, growing outof -  — & 
the difficulties existing between Revueltas, Cortina, and Canales; but a E 

- he did not deny my allegation of the insubordination of Canales, now in  -E 
command at Matamoras. He stated that this visit had resulted in the =| . 

_ removal from that region of General Cortina, who was regarded asone = ~——i& 
of the chief causes of the border troubles, and that his government con- a 
sidered that as an important step in the direction of pacification; and #- 
that whatever might be the treatment he would receive here he would Ee 
not be permitted to‘return to the Rio Grande. 5 ts | : 

My. Vallarta was quite earnest: in impressing upon me the desirability = = 
in this connection of restoring the official relations between the two - t 

— countries, upon which event, hé said, depended the adjustment also of ace 
other questious, to which he alluded in passing, but which need not be | +f 
referred to in this dispatch, = ae a 

In this connection, it may be proper to refer to the fact that earlylast 
year I obtained an assurance from the Mexican Government that it would — | 
remove the small bands of Indians in Mexico, near the Texas frontier, to _  - 
distant points in the interior of the country, and place them under such «| 
surveillance as to prevent their raidsinto Texas. oe 

’ - But the administration of Mr. Lerdo was so occupied with the revolu-. 
tion that it never carried out this resolution. I hope with theestablish- | 
ment of official relations to have this measure, so important for our 

| frontier protection, carried into execution. * = Bee * Lam, &; 0 Ie se “ 

: EE ARE TS TUE JOHN W. FOSTER, © 

- a Re . No. 222. oe So 

oes | - — Mr. Seward to Mr. Foster. eR a 7 

No. 390.) 2. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, > . 
ee ee Washington, May 16, 1877. - | 

Sir: Your dispatches Nos. 528, 529, and 530,as well as your un- = =———i 
official and confidential letter of April 28, and your telegram of May q dE
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yo have been received and carefully considered. They present clearly the 
fo - extraordinary condition of affairs in Mexico. | } Ee ee 
i | The Government of the United States in its dealings with the Mexi- 
: can Republic has aimed to pursue not merely a just but a generous and | 
i _ friendly course. While earnest to guard and protect the rights of its | 
| own citizens and the safety of its own territory, it does not seek toin- 
4 . tervene in political contests or changes of administration. It is accus- 
4 tomed to accept and recognize the results of a popular choice in Mexico, © ! 

sand _ not to scrutinize closely the regularity or irregularity of the methods | 
4 by which presidents are inaugurated. In.the present case it waits be- 2 

ae fore recognizing General Diaz as the President of Mexico untilit shall = 
bo be assured that his election is approved by the Mexican people, and that — 

a his administration is possessed of stability to endure and of disposition = 
1 to comply with the rules of international comity and the obligations of | 
| treaties. Oo | oy 
: , Such recognition, if accorded, would imply something more than a | 
4 mere formal assent. It would imply a belief that the government so 

a recognized will faithfully execute its duties and observe the spirit of its 
; treaties. The recognition of a president in Mexico by the United States — | 
| has an important moral influence which, as you explain, is appreciated = 
i | at the capital of that republic. It aids to strengthen the power and | 
| - lengthen the tenure of the incumbent, and if, as you say, the example | 
: of the United States in that regard is one that other nations are dis- =| 
| posed to follow, such recognition would not be without effect, both upon 
1. the internal and the external peace of Mexico. You justly remark, that | 
: in fifty years there have been about sixty changes of administration in | 
1 _ Mexico, and it may be added that those administrations have been long; 

est lived that were most faithful and friendly in the discharge of their | 
fo treaty obligations to the United States. ese 
| When the recent revolution resulted in placing General Diazinthe | 
i - position of chief magistrate, this government learned with satisfaction. 
to. _ that he was desirous that the obligations of Mexico, under the treaty of = 
| July 4, 1868, between the two countries, should be faithfully observed, 

= and that he had accordingly sanctioned the prompt payment of the 
: | installment of two hundred and fifty thousand five hundred and one dol- | 
1 lars in gold. - ee ae | 

But it is a subject of grave regret that in other respects the customsof | 
|. friendly intercourse and the obligations of treaties have been neglected, | 
fo disregarded, or violated. Doubtless, in many cases, the central govern- 
| ment was powerless to prevent these infractions. But they are suchas | 
| this government cannot allow to pass without remonstranee, nor with- | | 
| out insisting that it is the duty of a friendly power to use the means at. | 

- -its disposal to check or repress them. There have been raids and. dep- i 
3 : -redations upon the Texan frontier; theft, murder, arson, and plunder; | 
po violation of post-offices and custom-houses; incursions by armed men 

to destroy life or property ; cattle-stealing has become a profitable occu- 
pation; military officials posted to. protect the frontier are said to have 

| protected the robbers; forced loans have been demanded, and American | 
} -_ Gitizens have been compelled to submit to unjust and unequal exactions. 

| | Within the past few weeks the guides of an American commander have | 
po -_- been seized and carried into the interior, with threats of summary exe- | 
| cution; and a consul of the United States, in gross violation of inter- | 
Lo. | national comity, has been imprisoned. For each and all of these acts, | 
, many of them committed, if not with the sanction atleast inthe nameof = | 
Po : the Government of Mexico, not one single man, so far as is known to | 

yo this government, has been punished. = =—* Co |
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_. It is not difficult to believe that General Diaz and his minister of for- | 
eign affairs earnestly desire, friendly relations..and recognition on the | | 
part of the United States, and it is gratifying to receive the assurances  & 

- -gnofficially made through you that they are disposed to adjust and | ' 
-_- rectify these complaints and grievances, and are not unwilling to con- : [ 

- gent. to some arrangement for concerted action between the military - | 

commanders of the two countries on the frontier for the preservation —  & 
_ of peace and order and the protection of lifeand property. Itisnatural - = § 

that Mexican statesmen should urge upon you the argument that the f 
_ restoration of official. relations between the two governments would : 

open the way toward such an adjustment. But it isnatural,on the =  \ 

| other hand, that the Government of the United States should be dis- _ of 
posed to believe that some guarantee of such an arrangement should be OE 

~ made the condition precedent to any recognition, rather than to trust | 
to the possibility that it may ultimately follow. | a ee 

- In continuing your present unofficial and informal communications 7 | 
with the. Mexican Government, you may present these views, in whole 
or in part, at your own’ discretion, not failing, however, to let it be 
clearly understood that while the Government of the United States seeks - | 

: amity and cordial relations with their sister republic, they prefer to await : | 
~~ gome evidence that their friendship will be reciprocated. = = a 

RE OR ag | | No, 228. mS ae oe | | 

pee Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts. oe | ee 

No. 538.] _ .. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 
| . _ Mexico, May 28,1877. (Received June 8.) - OE 

| Siz: In a eall which I made at the foreign office on the 24th instant, . | 
in giving to Mr. Vallarta the information contained in General Ord’s - 
report of Colonel Shafter’s crossing at Piedras on the 3d ultimo, trans- _ 
mitted with No. 385, of the 2d instant, Mr. Vallarta referred to the | 
apparent impunity extended to the Lerdist chief, Valdez, by the Ameri- > ; 
can authorities in Texas, whose: hostile crossing of the Rio Grande is 
 -yeferred to in my dispatch No. 537 of to-day. I answered Mr. Vallarta _ | 
that I knew nothing of the facts alluded to except as I had seen them = 

- in the dispatches sent by the Mexican authorities to the government 
- here as published in the official journal; but I presumed the American — - 

' military and civil officers were pursuing the same course toward the par- t 
- tisans of Mr. Lerdo as they observed last year toward General Diaz, in | 

| ‘which case there ought to be no cause of complaint on the partoftheex- —- 
isting government here. It was to be borne in mind that General Diaz ee 

_. was permitted to remain undisturbed in Brownsville for a considerable § 
~ period while the revolution of which he was the recognized head was © 
progressing in Mexico; that there was good reason to suppose that at of 
that time he was conspiring with his partisans acrossthe frontier and | 

- making contracts with American citizens for arms and other munitions = ~~ f[ 
| of war; that he crossed into Mexican territory and engaged in an armed oe 

expedition against the recognized authorities, and was afterward driven = 
- -across the border into American territory, and thence returned to Mexico | 

unmolested by the officials of the United States. It did not appear that —  § 
_ greater immunity had been afforded thus far to the partisans of Mr. | :
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| Mr. Vallarta replied that Valdez was not engaged in legitimate war- | 
i fare, but purely in asystem of plunder, kidnapping, and outlawry. _ | 
; | - [answered that I supposed the American authorities were not re- | 
: _ Sponsible for such acts committed on Mexican soil by Mexican citizens; | 

oo but our officials had complained that among General Diaz’s partisans in | 
; _ the recent revolution there were chiefs guilty of outrages upon American | 
f - citizens similar to those which he (Mr. Vallarta) charged against Valdez; 
4 and I cited. some of the acts of Cortina in Tamaulipas, and Trias in | 
i Chihuahua. a : / ee | : 3 
i - It may not be amiss, however, for me to suggest in this connection : 
| . that our authorities on the frontier be enjoined to observe strict imparti- | 
4 ality in the Mexican conflict, and see that the neutrality laws are not | 
V violated. — oo oe Ps . | 
|  tlam,&e., | | - — | : 

| | et JOHN W. FOSTER. | 

po NO, 224, Oo | | 

i. | Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts. 

No. 643... _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
po a Mexico, June 5, 1877. (Received June 30.) | 

| Siz: The communication of which I inclose a copy from Consul Sutter | 
| | _ to Consul-General Skilton, reports the arrival of Rear-Admiral Murray, 

with the United States steamer Pensacola, at Acapulco,onthelstultimo, «= | 

_ and through the admiral’s intervention the insult offered to our flag,in 
| the unlawful and arbitrary arrest of the consul in March last, was formally. 

_ retracted by a salute fired from the Mexican fort of Acapulco, and by an ! 
official visit made by the authorities of that port to the consulate. | 

: __ It will be seen by the copy of the judgment of the Mexican courtin» = 
i closed that Consul Sutter has been fully exonerated from any violation 
' of Mexican law, and acquitted by the court of any fault; so that, by the 
| | action of the judicial authority, the arbitrary arrest and imprisonment 

| of the consul by General Jimenez were unjustifiable and illegal = 
| _ The question of reparation of damages for Mr. Sutter’s imprisonment i 

still remains unadjusted, as also the injuries and losses sustained by Mr. 
Kastan on account of the seizure and confiscation of his property. I 
am awaiting documentary evidence and other facts to more fully estab- | 

i lish these damages, when I will present these matters to the Mexican — | 
- Government, and urge an early adjustment. LO | 

| _ In my No. 5341 sent you a translation of a note from the minister of = 
| foreign affairs, in which he informed me that General Jimenez, military 

| governor of Guerrero, on account of his failure to obey the orders of the 
, federal government in regard to the consul’s arrest and the seizure of =| 
| Kastan’s property, and for other acts of insubordination, had been 
| deposed from his office. = «© re | | 

- It appears, however, that before the federal government carried out __ | 
' the order of deposition, the people of the State of Guerrero, under the 
| leadership of the former governor, General Alvarez, revolted against | 
| the arbitrary measure of Jimenez, and drove him by force of arms from —| 

the State, and he recently arrived in this capital. His reception in this 
city was announced by the official journal of the government, the Diario . | 
Oficial, of the 1st instant, in the following language: _ oe 

fo | : — | | 

oes, | | |
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ees - +. GENERAL VICENTE JIMENEZ. oo | | 

| In compliance with superior orders the meritorious chief whose name heads these | 
lines has arrived in this capital. — Ue Ea | — 

| If the government has taken any step to call him to account for his.  #£ 
conduct in Acapuleo it has not yet been made public. EEG eS | 

a Tam, &, 9°. ©. | - | ms #- 
ae 7 «JOHN W. FOSTER. | 

So  Enelosure 1 in No. 543.) ee :  - 

PR So ee Mr. Sutter to Mr. Skilton, BERS SS : ae 

No. 49.]... UNITED STATES CONSULATE, ACAPULCO, May 13, 1877. | &- 
| Dear Sir: Confirming to you my respects to 46,.of April 26 ultimo, with press eo i 

copies, and a communication from Mazatlan, and my private letter of April 30, with = = «© § 
inclosure for Mr. Bonilla, I now beg to advise you that Admiral Alexander Murray  ~—- si 

| arrived here in the Pensacola on the Ist. instant, and that the United States steamer OE 
- Lackawanna arrived on the 24 instant. The Mexican gunboat Mexico arrived from the  - 

| port of Papanoa with Commissioner Zenteno and General Rafael Jimenez, the son of — oe 
General Vicente Jimenez, on board. ee | 
When the admiral inquired into my affairs, in an unofficial visit he paid to the au- | 

_thorities here, he was told that I was free; that they had nothing against me; that oe 
Mr. Kastan had never been molested much; that only a little grass had been taken a 

- away from him, for which they were willing to pay, &c. Be I ES eS a : 
The admiral thought they were very politeand kind, and on the 5th, at their request, a | 

gent the band on shore and assisted unofficially, not in uniform, at their celebration of ae | 
_ the anniversary of the battle of Peubla. But as soon as they complained to him that OE 

the consulate was closed, and that I had hoisted no flag in honor of the day, the admi- 
yal then told them that they must at once settle my case, and, for the insult offered to. eas 
the consulate, fire on thé day following, in front of the consulate, a salute of seven. | 
puns. poe | ne a 

It appears that they at once acceded to this request, with the condition that Ishould 
hoist the flag for the rest of the day. OO ERS Fee REE ey a | 

The admiral advised me of the arrangement, and in compliance therewith I at once 
| (2 p.m.) hoisted the flag. On the 6th the military commander offered to fire the salute a 

7 at 9a. m., but I sent him word that I could not accept it as long as the case before the : 
| court was not decided, and as long as I actually was a prisoner, merely released with | 

bond on a surgeon’s certificate of ill-health. : PPE eo ME 
| Another interview then took place on board the Pensacola between the admiral and — Bs 
_. the’ authorities of Acapulco, at which I assisted, and, after many subterfuges and eva- | 

give replies on their part, they again promised that my case, which after the delivery : 
_of my defense to the judge still remained in statu quo, should be decided and sentence — &£ 

a pronounced on the day following, and that then, after this, the salute should be fired, - _ & 
On the 7th, Mr. Zenteno, the commissioner from Mexico, called on me early in the day, 

trying to arrange matters, overwhelmingly polite, and assured me that he would do | 
~-all he could in an officious manner to prevail upon the judge to render a just sentence, ee | 

which no doubt would be favorable to me, and that, also, he was willing to have an in- . 
~terview with Mr. Kastan at once, and commence the preliminaries for a settlement of | | 
damages suffered by Mr. Kastan at the hands of Jimenez, throwing the blame of allthe — ee 
unpleasant occurrence at Acapulco, and in the State of Guerrero in general, on Mr. | oo 

-° Condes dela Torre, &c. De PET SES ESOS 
| On the 8th nothing was done in my case. Mr. Kastan had an interview with Mr.  & 

| Zenteno, the result of which was an. account for damages suffered, made out by Mr. 
Kastan, and presented to Mr. Zenteno for his perusal, fot ea | 

“ The claims made by Mr. Kastan are not exorbitant, and quite reasonable. ‘ oe 
~~» On the 9th, finally, I was notified by the judge to appear with my bondsman, and the  &- 
final sentence, admitting I had acted only in self-defense, and exonerating me from 
all blame, was communicated to me and the bonds canceled. I inclose copy of the sen- . ' 
tence. You will perceive that it is dated April 18, but a note was made in the “causa ”’ oe . 
that, on account of the present abnormal state of affairs, the sentence was commumi-— 
cated to me only now. I should like to know what it has to do with it. aan ae | 

_ After the sentence had been communicated to me, Mr. Zenteno paid me another visit, | 
congratulating me, &c., and asked me if they could not fire the salute in the fort, al- | 

~leging that their soldiers were so ragged. -I replied to him the admiral was the only 
person to decide the matter, and that I would lay it before him at once.. repaired 
immediately on board the Pensacola, and informed the admiral of what was going on. .
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$0 (The admiral on arrival had already saluted the Mexican flag, and the Mexicans had | 
t returned his national salute of 21 guns with but 15. They had been then by me ap- . _ 
| - prised they must fire another salute of 21 guns, and had to doso.) The admiralre- | 
4 solved they must fire a consular salute of seven guns in front of the consulate,ora = —s 
j _ national salute of 21 guns from the fort ; that at the first gun I must hoist the flag, and | 
4 . that he would run up the Mexican colors; all of which Icommunicated to Mr. Zenteno, — 
, and finally the salute was fired in front of the consulate on the 10th of May at-4 p.m. | 
| _ . Two Mexican officials appeared at the consulate; also the Americans residing at Aca- 
4 | pulco, and some officers of the war-vessels in port. Some wine was drank, and short . : 
i toasts of the usual form were made, and the matter closed. =_—> es od 
] — Half an hour after, the admiral accompanied by Captain Irwin of the Pensacola and si 
i; _ Captain McCann of the Lackawanna, and his staff, all in fulluniform, came to the con- | 
: sulate, and then we paid a formal official visit to General Rafael Jimenez. A short 
4 speech was made by the admiral, and very politely replied to by General Jimenez. - | | 
- | On the 11th, at 11 a. m., General Jimenez, accompanied by Mexican naval and army. | 
a4 | officers, and by me, called upon the admiral, who had ordered the ship ready forinspec- 

j : tion, and led the general all over the ship, which really looked very fine, and must have | 
2 impressed the visitors quite favorably. A salute of thirteen guns was fired in honor of — | 
4 _ the general, and the Mexican flag run up as he left the ship. | BT 
i , The admiral certainly deserves great credit for the polite, diplomatic, but firm way 
4 : by which he obtained the desired end. = } ON 
4 ~ . The admiral left yesterday with his ship on his way to San Blas and Mazatlan, leaving 
7 the Lackawanna, Captain McCann, here for our protection. At the instance of Mr. 4 
i. _ Zenteno, Kastan agreed to have the losses sustained. by him, in connection with his. — 
j | ginning establishment, agreed upon by arbitrators, one to be appointed by each party. 
j a -The arbitrators so appointed yesterday appraised said damages at $11,500. The bills 
to for “ Hacienda de San Ma4rcos,” “La Providencia,” and horned cattle stolen will fol- | 
1 i ~ -Jow next week. OUP RES aer als . 
j | Still it appears that Mr. Zenteno does not show himself quite as willing to arrange | 
4 matters quick, since the admiral’s departure, but he might find himself mistaken | 
4 - ' in Captain McCann, should he attempt to play truant. As he says he has no authority | 
| _ to issue orders on the custom-house for damages awarded, I shallhave to apply to you — ss 

and‘ Mr. Foster for orders on the custom-house at Acapulco or Mazatlan and Man- 
, - ganillo. ae pea ce | 

: ; Our situation here is very bad. General Jimenez (father), after having met severe 
i losses at the hands of General Alvarez in the encounters at San Geroénimo on April 28 
1 - and May 5, is now intrenched with some three hundred men, the remainder of his 

. troops, at a rancho called San Bartolo,.on the sea beach some five leagues from San . 
i _ Gerénimo, surrounded by an overwhelming force of General Alvarez, who has again con- 
to. trolof the entire State, except Acapulco, and, as far as I can learn from Jimenez and his 

officials, through his arbitrary and cruel acts brought the entire State to exasperation «| 
- and compelled.the people to defend their own against oppression. He will have to — 

| surrender or be killed in the next attack, which now may take place any day. Aca- | 
fo pulco is held by about one hundred men only (most having deserted), under command 
4 of General Rafael Jimenez and Colonel Vicente Sanchez, protected by the gunboat —_— 

. Mexico, to which the principal chiefs will have to retire in case of an attack of the 
a0 Alvarez troops, holding all of the roads as far as the toll-gates, as well as the mount- 
i oN ains around Acapulco, the beaches in the eastern part of the bay, Marqués Bay, with- = 
4 out letting any pass into town. Fresh provisions are getting. very scarce, as very little = 
| . of anything was in town when the siége commenced. Should the siege continue | 
: another week, no beef or corn, &c., will be in the market. Fruit, fowls, eggs, &c., 
i ' vegetables, we have not had for a week. . Should anything of importance take place 

- before the departure of Vicente Lopez, the bearer of the present, I shall not fail to oy 
1 acquaint you with it. | — rs es 
i Your obedient servant, | | es mt 
1 | : - a JOHN A. SUTTER, 4 

Lo a ao pO . | United States Consul. 
: : Hon. Jurrus. A. SKILTON, | OS | | 
L United States Consul-General, Mexico. = oe . oe . a 

4 . - P.S..Mr. Kastan this moment hands me a communication addressed tohim by Gen, 
1 _ eral Vicente Jimenez, dated April 25, 1877, but given to him to-day only, advising him. 
| : that he had given orders to the proper authorities to place him in possession of his | 
i ‘. ' property which had been seized... -——. Te 
| _ Without the presence of the admiral, and a gentle pressure on them by him, nothing —_s, 
a | ever would have been done by them toward the settlement of the matter. | |
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i Ls fe oe mo ‘[Inclosure 2 in. No. 543.—Translation.] _ | a eS 7 

) Be Judgment of the court of Acapulco. , 7 : | 

X [A seal which says: “Court of the first instance of Acapulco.” ] | 

me Reapurcoy April 18, 1877, 
| Having examined the case instituted against Mr. John A. Sutter, on account of a : | 

: wound inflicted on Francisco Ayon, the evening of the 4th day of January, ultimo, | | | 

py firing a pistol at him; and considering, Ist, that according to the evidence of the OF 

trial, said Ayon, without any legal right, went to the store called El Bazar del Paci- cs 

| fico, in search of Mr. Sutter, speaking of him insultingly, and not finding him there . ae 

started to the consulate, arriving near ,the doors, armed with two stones; 2d, the Eg 

-aecused, being in his office and seeing Ayon approach in a threatening attitude and — a 

insulting him, endeavored to intimidate him by showing him a whip which he held in : oe 

-.. his hand; Ayon, on account of which becoming mure animated, took no heed of that | 

. threat, advancing with more violence towards him (the accused) inorder tostrikehim = —_—. & 

- with a stone, as appeared from the demonstration he made at the time, on which ac-) > — 

count the witness, Anselmo Camacho, who, being in the said consulate (where for | 

_ political reasons he was concealed), witnessed the encounter, was going to shoot him 

with a pistol; 3d, that the said Mr. Sutter attempted to avoid the encounter by the 

- means he considered: most. appropriate, as appeared from the proceedings; 4th and- Oo 

_ Jast, that the aforesaid Mr. Sutter was unjustly attacked in his own office, and that if. f 

he repelled his aggressor, he never had the intention to kill him, nor was the pistol _ sf 

used sufficient to cause death at the distance which Ayon was from him when he fired, 

- -_and besides, the good reputation and conduct of Mr. Sutter, are public and notorious, oot 

in view of which and the groundlessness of the charge made by the representative of — ee 

- ‘the ministry of justice, the case should be considered as comprehended in clauses 8 and  &= 

- 14 of article 34 of the penal code, and § 2, title 8, and page 7, and § 1, title 21, book 12, Ed 

| of the Ninth Recapitulation. = es a oo 

---_In view of the foregoing, and it having been proven that Mr. Sutter acted inself- = 

defense in repelling an actual imminent, violent, and unlawful aggression, which —&§ 

-__ exeludes criminal responsibility according to the previously-cited article of the penal 7 

| code, it ought to be decided, and I do decide, first, Mr. John A. Sutter is absolved » #f 

from all criminal responsibility for the wound which he inflicted on Francisco Ayon, 4 

and in consequence the civil responsibility remains without effect. Make known and | 

-.. remit these proceedings to the superior tribunal for its revision as soon as it isin- | 

stalled in the state. Thus the citizen-judge of first instance rendered judgment and 

| - signed. Ibear witness. . : oo So 

- ns - JOSE MA. LLORENTE. 

| 7 : | | L. CANTU. | — 

| | eS o | | | DANIEL H. LUZ. : | 

_. A true copy of the original, to which I certify. 7 | " Be 
_ ACAPULCO, May 9, 1877. | a - | 

oe | | ae | - | | J. M.LLORENTE. — - 

Oe eco s an eG CANTUL «| 

oo So | | ee ~ DANIEL H. LUZ | ve 

RES IS ete Mr. Foster to'Mr. Evarts. = s—ss—S 

- -No.545.]  =————~<“‘<ts~‘«‘<CS:™”*SW ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 
ee —  Meateo, June 16, 1877. (Received June 30.) ms 

Sr: On the 30th ultimo the German. minister-resident sent to the — 
. minister of foreign affairs an autograph letter of the Emperor of Ger- | 

many, in response to the letter of General Diaz informing him of his | 

assumption of the. Presidency of Mexico, and the minister-resident 

accompanied the imperial letter with an official recognition of the gov- OU & 

ernment of General Diaz, re OP eh E 

This action was followed on the 7th instant by the minister plenipo- UE 

- tentiary of San Salvador and Guatemala, and to-day by the minister | | 

plenipotentiary of Spain. — Ce Be ot Se o£ 

"Tam &e, Ses | 

ares JOHN W. FOSTER,
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} | . No. 226, Do REESE 

| Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts. - 2a 

No. 550.) _ _._ LEGATION QF THE UNITED STATES, 
| | Mexico June 20, 1877... (Received July 16.) | 
: Str: Yesterday afternoon I called, by appointment, at the foreign 7 
4 _ office (having been unable on the day previous to find the minister in __ ! 
| _ the department) and read to Mr. Vallarta the greater portion of: Mr. 2 
| _ Seward’s dispatch No. 390, of the 16th ultimo, on the subject of the | 
po recognition of the government of General Diaz. After the reading a | 
| _ lengthy conversation followed. Mr. Vallarta insisted that the govern- 
to ment of General Diaz possessed all the conditions of recognition required | | 
. __ by international law and the practice of nations, and as a proof of this: | 
| cited the fact that the European powers represented in Mexico as 
| : well as Central American republics, had already recognized the present. | 
1 government, leaving the United States in a singular and independent __ ! 
| position, which he sought to explain by the unfriendly attitude of the 

_ administration of President Hayes. He claimed that the present Gov- | 
| ernment of Mexico had manifested every possible disposition to comply | 
| _ - with the obligations of treaty and comity toward the United States; | | 
| __ that it had promptly paid. the first installment on the Mexico claims | / awards under the most difficult circumstances; and that ithad held 

_ Itself ready to give all reasonable guarantees for the preservation of peace 
| | on the frontier and for the protection of American interests in Mexico ; | 
| but.as he (Mr. Vallarta) had stated to me.on other occasions, the ad- | 

jastment of these questions would properly follow recognition , especially | 
where they required treaty stipulations. — , eee co ee 

to Mr. Vallarta expressed regret that there had been an apparent change | 
: in the policy of the Government of the United States with the advent | 

| (of the new administration; that Mr. Fish had interposed no objection — : 
, to the receipt of the claims installment from the de facto government, — 

| _ and there appeared to have been good reason to believe that with the | 
inauguration of General Diaz as constitutional president, he would be 

| recognized as such by the United States as he had been by the Buro- — ! 
| pean nations. He claimed to have had private advices from New York | 
; and Washington that the present administration had been operated _ 
{ upon by the machinations of ex-President Lerdo and certain American 
| | .gentlemen who had personal and sinister purposes to accomplish, and — 
|  thatit had yielded too readily to the representations of General Ord, ! 
| who was an annexationist and seeking to precipitate a war between the 2 
| two countries. Boa | a vo 
| _ Mr. Vallarta then referred with much feeling to the orderof June1 
| _. of the Secretary of War to General Sherman, containing the instruc- : 
| _ tions to General Ord. He said that when the substance of the order | 
| was telegraphed to the government here it refused to believe that it was a 
| true, because it could not comprehend that the United States would — 
| manifest such a hostile and aggressive attitude toward Mexico, espe- — - 
| . cially without any previous notice of its intention. The government | 

therefore awaited the arrival of the mail with much interest, hoping to. : 
1 be advised that the telegraphic account was untrue or exaggerated. st 
| But by this medium the hostile attitude of the government at Wash- 
| ington was fully confirmed. He said that in discharge of a solemn - | 
| duty, the Mexican secretary of war had issued orders to General Tre- | 
| vino and the northern division of the army to repair at once to the front- | 
| ler of the Rio Grande, and then gave me the instructions embraced in
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- gaid order. . He hoped for the preservation of peace, and General Tre- | an 

 -vifio was instructed to exert himself to maintain it, but ifthe ordersto 
- General Ord were carried out and Mexican territory were violated, the : | 

consequences might be of the gravest character. Mr. Vallarta said that,  - 

- Seeretary McCrary in his order to General Sherman had disregarded all | 

the rules of international law and the practices of civilized nations, and — 

treated the Mexicans as savages, as Kaffirs of Africa; that an absolute 
declaration of war would have been more considerate, as the national _ | 

honor and the sovereign rights of the republic would not in that way ae 

- have been so completely disregarded. | : 

If through diplomatic channels notice had been given to Mexico of an —  -§ 

- ultimatum regarding the frontier, and it had then neglected to render &- 

satisfaction to the United States, there might be occasion to consider 

the propriety of issuing orders such ag those given to General Ord; 7 

but, in the manner in which the orders had been issued, the cabinet at - | | 

Washington had sought. to place Mexico beyond the pale of civilized : 

nations. The government, he said, had just received intelligence from |. | 

General Trevifio that, upon the invitation of General Ord, he had gone ft 

to the frontier to hold a conference with him, and that General Trevifio | 

had been advised of the desire of the government that he should co-op- | 

-. erate with the American troops in suppressing the raids, but that it - 

would never permit its territory to be violated by American troops, in . 

: the manner indicated in the order of Secretary McCrary, without repel- UE 

ling them by force of arms. No government could stand. in Mexico for | | 

a moment against the popular indignation, if it did not assume this atti- | 

tude. SES a eg se : 7 oe 7 

-. Lanswered Mr. Vallarta that, so faras recognition was concerned, every | 

nation must be its own judge as to the time and manner of accepting a | 

new and. revolutionary government as the only representative of the — | 

people over whom it claimed to be established. ese ae  *| 

-. The Secretary of State, in the dispatch which I had just read, had con- _ it 

| firmed the assurance which I gave him months ago, that the United. 

States did not seek to intervene in the internal politics of Mexico; but ==> 

he had also expressed the deep interest which the UnitedStates felt in the | | | 

stability of whatever government it might recognize in this republic, — . 

and the desire it had to know of its ability and its disposition to comply — 

with its international obligations both on the frontier and toward Ameri- &=§ 

ean citizens and interests within the country. re a Ef 

. The position of the United States toward Mexico was very differentfrom — 

: that of the European nations which had-recognized General Diaz, We 

have a long line of coterminous territory, the peace and order of which  § 

is very intimately connected with the internal character of the Govern- : | 

ment of Mexico. The adjoining coasts on both oceans cause our commer- | 

cial relations and social intercourse to be more seriously affected by the = 

violent changes of its administrations than those of European nations. & 
The interests of American citizens in Mexico are more important. Our 

treaties are more numerous, and embrace a greater variety of obligations. — 
' For these and other reasons not experienced by European nations the | 

_ United States are interested in knowing the spirit which animates and _ &| 

the stability which is likely to attend any new government in this & 

country. olygis Mets Sythe oy ee oe 0 ys 
- If the government of General Diaz has-not- up to the present time — a 

- - been, recognized by that of the United States, it is owing to its own | 

neglect of plain duties. Mr. Vallarta will remember that six months | 
ago, soon after entering the. foreign office, I called his attention to the ae 

-_ eritical condition of affairs on the Rio Grande frontier, and stated that a
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i _ they more seriously threatened the peace of the two countries than any | | 
: and all other matters. I referred to the raids into Texas by Mexican _ | 
| Pandit, the ravages of the Indians, and the annoyance of the ‘‘ Zona : 

» Libre” a . USES ee 
|. Phere had been no change of policy on the part of the Government of | 
fo the United States with the change of administration, ashe(Mr. Vallarta) 
i. ubjustly and I thought inconsiderately asserted. a ee 
| | The receipt by Mr. Fish of the first installment of the claims-award | 
co ' could not be cited as any indication of the intention of my government | 
| to recognize that of General Diaz, as Mr. Vallarta would remember that : 
i. it was expressly understood between us before the commissioner left 
i Mexico to make the payment that its receipt was not toinvolve the | 
to question .of recognition in any manner. The records of the Mexican. 
i _ foreign office will show that the present policy of my government as to : 
| the frontier is the same as that assumed or foreshadowed during all my 
| : residence in Mexico. Early in March last I conveyed to him the con- 7 
4 tents of a dispatch from Mr. Fish, in which the impression was expressed | 
| _ that the United States, prior to deciding in favor of official recognition 
1 _ . Of the Diaz government, would expect that efficient measures would be 
i. _ taken toward checking inroads into their States and territories, and | 
i _ toward the repeal of the “ Zona Libre.” (See Department dispatch No. 
, 370.) I have lost no opportunity in the past six months to bring the 
| _ -—-: Bubject of the Texas border to his (Mr. Vallarta’s) attention. Ihave | 
po. been assured of the good intentions of General Diaz’s government, but | 
po up to the date of the order of Secretary McCrary absolutely nothing had 

been done in that direction, so far as I wasinformed.. = | 
Referring to Mr. Vallarta’s remark concerning the influence and mo- 

3 | tives which caused the issuance of the order of Secretary McCrary, and 
| the interpretation which he placed upon the order, I expressed my regret _ 
fo _ In seeing that Mr. Vallarta partook so fully of the popular feeling and > | 
| | prejudice which was manifesting itself in the city. I was sorry he 
L _ should give so much consequence to the reports which reached him | 
| from the United States, as to the influence which interested private 
Bo citizens and exiled Mexicans had upon the cabinet at Washington. I | 

asked him how he knew that.General Ord was an annexationist, and 
| seeking to precipitate a war. He said that such were the reports which | 

| he had received. I replied that if they were official reports my govern- | 
t _ ment was entitled to know their basis. He said they were merely ru- 

- mors. I answered that he should not then accept them as facts, without - : 
| further inquiry. General Ord, I said, was one of our most distinguished 
i generals, and had been selected for the important post which he occu- 
i | pied on the frontier on account of his prudence and: ability, and that — 
: _ such charges against him -were unworthy of consideration, in the form ! 
, in which they came. Mr. Vallarta disclaimed any intention to charge — 
- _ him with improper conduct, and only mentioned the rumors as partof 
| the current news connected with the Rio Grande. SO Ess | | 
| _-—_.- T then entered into a review of the history of the Rio Grande frontier 
Do as it had passed under my observation during the past four years, notic- | 
|» ing the following points: 1st. The instruction to General Ord is not 

: the announcement of a new measure on the part of the Government — 

| ._-—-_ of the United States. 2d. The depredations of the past four yearshave 
| not been common to both sides of the frontier. 3d. Mexico has taken | 

_ ho adequate or vigorous measures to prevent the depredations or punish 
| | outlaws. 4th. Mexico has frequently acknowledged its inability to dis- ! 

charge its duty in regard to the preservation of peace on the Rio Grande 
| | _ frontier, giving as a reason its internal dissensions. 5th. The instruc.
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tions to General Ord are misinterpreted by the Mexican Government; . 

and 6th, in view of the foregoing facts; the declaration of the Mexican 

minister of war is unwarranted wherein it.is asserted that the instruc- Ef 

tions to General Ord are in contradiction with treaties between the United eS 

States and Mexico, with the rules of international law, and even with — ee 

- the practice of civilized nations. = = ee of 

a These points will be referred to at greater length in a‘subsequent dis- | 

.  pateh. (See my dispatch No. 560.) = i. ee 

~~ _In connection with the embarrassments attending border affairs, 1 re- | 

ferred to the fact that the governors of all the Mexican States on the Rio ae 

_ Grande were regarded as hostile to the United States. The reputation — oo, 

of Governor Canales, of Tamaulipas, was notorious in both countries. . | 

| Governor Charles, of Coahuila, was in open opposition to the American sd 

officials, as was evidenced by the arrest of the guides of the American t 

troops. General Trias, just elected governor of Chihuahua, in a recent — 

letter. to a newspaper of this city, has, over his own signature, mani- ee 

_. fested his hostile sentiments. == Ce re | 
| Before taking my leave of Mr. Vallarta I said that this government — | 

-. appeared at least to be awakened to the importance and gravity of the a 

| condition of affairs between the two countries, although I feared notin _ # 

- the best temper for a calm consideration of them. = | oe 

_ I was ready to take all or any of the pending questions up for exami- 

nation in detail, with a view to adjusting them. Mr. Vallarta expressed - 

himself as quite desirous of entering upon this examination, and ree — ff 

quested that I should indicate the subjects, and solicited suggestions tf 

> from me. a a oe | 
| - 1 promised to call to-morrow at the foreign office and submit to him _ 

— gome menioranda for his consideration. = © ©. | ae! 

yp Tam, &e gS a | 

. . Se | JOHN W. FOSTER. —— & 

- — No. 227. : ae 

oo | Mr. Evarts to Mr. Foster. - | a 

No. 395.) | DEPARTMENT OF STATE, _ | 

CR ee ee Washington, June 21, 1877. as : 

. §rr: I transmit a copy of letters to this Department from the Secre- of 
_tary of War, of the 13th, 15th, and 16th instant, with their accompani- | 

ments. They relate to a conflict between troops in the service of Diaz | | 

and other forces, supposed to be in the interests of Lerdo, on the Rio 
. Grande frontier. It seems that the Diaz troops, after defeating androut- : 

ing their adversaries on Mexican soil, pursued them into Texas, where — 

: they again attacked and dispersed them. This was a violation of the =—s«é&SK 

territory of the United States which you will lose notimeinremonstrat- 

- ingagainst | - ee ehidae Py | 
- While it is deemed hardly probable that this unjustifiable invasioa of  &§ 

American soil was made in obedience to any specific orders from the | 

_ Mexican capital, it is, nevertheless, a grave violation of international. = f[ 

law, which cannot, for a moment, be overlooked. Youareinstructedto = = — ff 
eall the attention of the officers of the defacto government with whom  ——_—sédg] 

- you are holding unofficial intercourse to this case, and to say that the &- 
Government of the United States will confidently expect a prompt dis- | &— 

— avowal of the act, with reparation for itsconsequences, andthe punish- © — § 
ment of its perpetrators. eo ot oe a | 

Tam ey



4 ° | a , | | 

, 414 _ FOREIGN RELATIONS. | | | 
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| | | 2 a _ Mr. Crosby to Secretary of State. — he | : 

A | ; | So WaR DEPARTMENT, , 
: | | a OS Washington City, June 13, 1877. 2 
j _ __Srr: I have the honor to transmit for your information copy of a telegram from | 
2 General Sheridan, communicating a dispatch from the adjutant-general, Department ~ 
; of Texas, relative to two engagements alleged to have taken place between Mexican > | 
4 troops and revolutionists under Valdez, the first oceurring on the Mexican side, the 2 
4 latter on the American side of the Rio Grande; also a copy of a telegram to General : 
4 Sheridan communicating the action of the President in the premises. ee . 
' a Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | , | : 
7 oN Be — HT. CROSBY, | 
1 | oe oo Chief Clerk. . 

4 { Telegram. ] oO 
4 | . | CHICAGO, June 12, 1877. 
| . | _» (Received, Washington, June 12, 1877, 1.30 a. m.) 
; To General E. D. TOWNSEND, ; ae oy 
| . Washington, D. C.: , a : 
| _ The following dispatch from the adjutant-general, Department of Texas, has just 
i been received, and is forwarded for the information of the General of the Army. I | 
: would state that the recent telegram from the General of the Army,enjoining a greater | 
J degree of caution upon General Ord, was immediately transmitted to him. The man 
| Valdez, referred to in Captain Kelley’s dispatch, is, to the best of my recollection, a | 
: a revolutionary leader in Mexico.. He was at one time driven to the American side of | 

the river at Eagle Pass, where he surrendered himself and his troops and was sent as | 
4 a prisoner to San Antonio, and afterwards released. I think that he is now at the . | 
| | _ head of a movement in the interests of ex-President Laredo, (Lerdo,) and probably | 
| has his backing at San Antonio, where General Escobedo has recently been staying. I 
: presume that the two engagements which Captain Kelley says occurred, one on the 

Mexican side of the Rio Grande and the other upon our side, took place between some 
_ parties commanded by Valdez and the regular troops of the Diaz government. I ap- a 
_prehend nothing from this affair save the ordinary confusion incident to the Rio Grande | 

| frontier. CS eS | OO | | 
_ : : eee ol PA P. H. SHERIDAN, 

| . . a Pag ea 8 . Lieutenant-General. | 

: cr ~ SAN ANTONIO, TEX., June 12, 1877. 
i. The following just received, and answered not to cross: ae | 

oe a Oe Wort CLark, June 11, 1877. 
{ | “To General ORD, San Antonio: | A, ne a | 
; “Following just received. My men will be ready to start by midnight. Shall I 

cross the Rio Grande in pursuit of these troops and attack them if I can overtake 
| them? Please answer at once.. ms - | 
| : “RAFTER (SHAFTER?) - 
| . . oS “ Commanding Post.” ~ 

| 
. Lf . : . RT EAE S oy cee 

i a . . | — 0. San FELIPE, June 11, 1877. 
| “¢*To ACTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL, . : os | 
4 : ME District of Nueces: oe oe 
1 ““* T have the honor to report that a few moments ago three men of the commands of 
7 | Winkar and Valdez came into camp in great haste, reporting that yesterday while in 

camp in Mexico, not far from the mouth of Devil’s River, they (Winkar’scommand)had 
an engagement with Mexican regular troops, and being defeated fled to the American 

; side of the river and encamped near Painted Caves, about the vicinity of Lieutenant 
: Bullis’s old camp. They report that to-day about noon they were attacked in camp 
| by the Mexican troops, and before they had time to escape many were killed. The 

Mexican troops numbered about 400. Any refugees will be retained in camp here 
| : until I receive orders concerning them. T start with all available men—thirty-five— 

to the scene of the attack. Colonel Martinez is one of the men here. oe me 
| | as -_ oe OY MM, KELLEY, | 
| . . & 8 Captain Tenth Cavatry.’” 
: General Ord left here this morning for Eagle Pass. — Bo, 

| : : TAYLOR, | 
| | : / Acting Adjutant-General.
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; wee oo {[Telegram.] = Oo . . =f 

os _ HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, | | 
ee - - — a Washington, June 13, 1877. , oo 

-  Lieutenant-General P. H.SHERIDAN, —__ - os, | : 
me Commanding Division Missouri, Chicago, Ile: a Se —  &£ 

Your dispatch of 12th, concerning crossing of Mexican troops into Texas, read to the = : 
President, and orders for our troops not to cross approved. —. . Oy 

| Coe :  E.D. TOWNSEND, — : 
| | Co | | So . -Adjutant-General. | § 

| , os s - a a oy | [Inclosure 2 in No. 395. ] _ : . oe Coe! oo | | 

loge eg pene ‘Mr. Crosby to the Secretary of State. | | 

| ee War DEPARTMENT, | 
| fy ee | a Washington City, June 15,1877. | 
Sr: I have the honor to transmit, for your information, a copy of a telegram from Ef 

Lieutenant-General Sheridan dated the 15th instant, reporting that Colonel Shafter . os 
has interned a number of Mexican soldiers recently engaged in conflicts on the Rio | : 

| Grande, and who fled to our side of the river ;. also a copy of the reply of the Adjutant- | 
| General of the Army to General Sheridan’s question as to what disposition should be _ a | 

_. made of the persons abovereferred to. | : | 4 
| Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 5 oe | 

AL TT. CROSBY, 2 
oe lag SERS ie | | Chief Clerk. : 

| Be, : a [Telegram.] , SO ae ; _ 
| Oe CHICAGO, June 15, 1877. en 

oe Boos (Received, Washington, June 15, 1877, 12.40 p.m.) — 
To General E. D. TOWNSEND, : | | : : 

va Washington, D.C.: : | - 
- Colonel: Shafter, commanding at Fort Clark, Texas, has interned two colonels, two. : 

| lieutenant-colonels, five captains, and forty-five privates, Mexicans recently engaged |  &£ 
| in conflicts on the Rio Grande, and who fied to our side. What shall be done with ae | 

these prisoners? J] doubt if they are worth the rations which we will be obliged to . E 
issue to them if we keep them. | eS ce aie eS ee 

BE PP, H. SHERIDAN, : 
| ee os Lieutenant-General. a 

| ae oe  APBADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, i 
a ore a . . Washington, D. C., June 15, 1877. | ad 

_ Lieutenant-General SHERIDAN, 7 | - So | | 
Commanding Division Missouri, Chicago, IUW.2 es a 

Your dispatch concerning interned Mexicans has been submitted to the President, oe 
_ who directs that, if necessary to preserve peace on the borders, they be kept under the oe 

| present restraint and rationed until further orders. Bo SP ee. ae | 

RR . -E, D. TOWNSEND,. oe 

. ee woe . : [Inclosure 3 in No. 395.) | ms | : . 

oe | - Mr. McCrary to the Secretary of State. ee : 

oes Log ae oo a WAR DEPARTMENT, _ | 
ee EE ce ae | ‘Washington City, June 16, 1877. | 

§ir: I have the honor to transmit, for your information, a copy of a telegram of the | : 
11th instant from General Ord, stating that he had anticipated the order not to cross . : 
into Mexico, and given instructions accordingly. He repeats a telegram from Mr. 8 

-_ Sehuchardt concerning Areolo and his band; and states that the Central Government | 
_ has no troops to maintain its authority on the frontier. _ re : 

-..- Wery respectfully, your obedient servant, _ _ | | oe
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| | : oe : oe [Telegram. ] 7 a | : 

; ee oe eee So - Ae SAN ANTONIO, June 11, 1877. ne 

pO General Drum, Chicago: - | co SOEs | 
_ Telegram regarding raids received. Anticipated that orders (to) cross might. stir : 
a up central authority. Instructions had been sent to meet such action. At present — | 
, 0 _ Central Mexican Government not troops to maintain its own authority on. frontier. | 
4 Following shows: — . . ST | ETE | 

4 7 | , : _ —  .. # Baare Pass, June 4, 1877.. : 
Joo: “To Colonel SHarrer, Fort Clark, Tew.: So ae os 
a “Areola, a noted bandit, terror of all parties, with thirty men, is in the oak timber 2 
4 at La Frieta y Una, a creek that empties about seven leagues above San Felipe into : 
4 the Rio Grande valley—anti-Diaz. Surprised a detachment at San Juande Sabinas; 9) 
je captured a lot of horses and arms and-eight prisoners. General Trevitio, of Diaz’s fac- 
i. tion, is at Santa Rosa: An American who came yesterday from Monclara says there | 
A are not over 200 regular soldiers between here and Saltillo. , a Fy 
4 . on | - _ _ “WM. SCHUCHARDT.” 

a So a | | ORD. 
| — OS OS — .- Brigadier-General, Commanding. - 

oe | - . [First indorsement.] ne | Se i 

|. oe oo Oo | . HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION Missourr, 
: | - | 8 Chicago, June 13, 1877. 

_ .,. Respectfully forwardel to the Adjutant-General of the Army. — | cee st 
| : | a a ee PP. H. SHERIDAN, | | 

L ee | | eo 7 Lieutenant-General, Commanding. | 

pe NO 228, 

‘ae | : Mr. Foster to Mr. Buarts. Cees | 

, No. 552.) : LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
fo oo | _ —- Meaico, June 21,1877. (Received July 16.) 

;- | _ $i: I inclose herewith a copy and translation of the instructions of 
| the Mexican minister of war, dated on the 18th instant, addressed to 
i. _ General Trevifio, commanding the division of the north of the Mexican 

: army. ‘These instructions are occasioned by the receipt of a copy of Sec... 
retary McCrary’s order to the: General of the Army, containing the | 
instructions to General Ord in reference to preventing the raids} from | 

1 Mexico into Texas.  _ | | - CO Oo : 
7 In view of the extraordinary character of the inclosed order, I have ! 

: protested to the minister of foreign affairs against its unwarranted as- 
' _gertions in regard to the action and intention of our government, and | 

_have stated that I regard its spirit as unfriendly and calculated unduly = 
po to excite and prejudice the Mexican people against the United States. _ : 

| I am, &e., , . . . a - , | 

| - Oo JOHN W. FOSTER. 

, co | a [Inclosure.—Translatior.] oe, : | a | 

ORDER OF MEXICAN MINISTER OF WAR. _ oe 

to . | | | a ey DEPARTMENT OF WAR. 7 re - 7 | 

‘The United States War Department has issued an order on the 1st instant (a trans- a 
lated copy of which I herewith inclose) authorizing the troops of that country to invade | 

fo, our national territory with the object of pursuing the evil-doers to which it refers, to 
: : capture the same, punish them, and recover the property stolen from United States - 
| citizens. Although the plenipotentiary of Mexico at Washington, who protested against. __



oe MEXICO; | ALT - 

that order.on account of the offense it implies towards our country, assuregsthe foreign | 
- department by-telegraph that he has: received friendly explanations from the American a 

' Government, the President thinks that the honor of the country will. not be satisfied Doo 
- except with a modification of the said order in.such terms that it shall not be in con- . 

. tradiction, as it is now, with the treaties in force between Mexico and the United 7 &§ 
_ States, with the rules of international law, and even with the practice of civilized : 

nations. CO SC oe eo an ff 
The President: has already disposed what is convenient in order that the serious ques- _ § 

tions to which that.order has given rise be treated in a suitable form aud manner with © | [ 
the Cabinet of Washington; but as its urgency on the frontier of the neighboring re- : 

- public may occasion conflicts between the two nations: even before those questions can oe 
be discussed, the same supreme magistrate has deemed it his duty to communicate to- | | 

_ you, as commander of: the line of the north, certain instructions which may prevent as | 
_ * far as possible the said conflicts, or at least, in an extraordinary case, preserve the honor. _ 7 

_  . and dignity of the republic. Bae co Ss cae : 
_... Therefore the President determines that, as soon as you receive the present:commu- , 

- nication, you shall order the division under your command to besituated at such points. UE 
_-., a8 you may deem convenient, with the object of. protecting. the Mexican: frontier and | 

- preventing. that the robbers of either side of the Rio Grande shall remain unpunished t 
|. .-for the mere fact of crossing the river. To this effect. you will, with the utmost zeal | Ug 

. and activity, pursue the evil-doers that may commit any robberies on Mexican territory ee | 
. who seek to escape to the United States, as well as those who, committing any robber- : t 
'. ies in the neighboring country, shall come to Mexico fleeing from justice, and seek- | 

ing impunity in our territory. These pursuits which you may order shall only be . £ 
- made within the limits of the republic, and once that the criminals shall have been - a 

. captured, you will place the same at the disposition of the competent courts, SO  § 
. Mexico has celebrated with the United States an extradition treaty, which was pub- | _&§ 
lished on the 20th of May, 1862. ‘This treaty isin full force, and you willsubject your. oe 
conduct to the same whenever any criminals captured by-your forces be claimed by the 

-.. military or civil authorities of the neighboring republic, and those that. may have | of 
_ committed any of the offenses stipulated in the said treaty. FO ‘OE 

_. Whenever, in order to effect. the pursuit referred to, it be necessary to act in accord Ff 
. withthe military or civil authorities of the United States, you will invite the same,so ~ | 

| that they may co-operate with you toward success of the respective operations. a —&- 
_.And when you, on the other hand, receive a like invitation from-the.said authorities, . | E 
you will zealously endeavor to accede to it, doing everything in your power in order. og 

| ‘to capture the criminals. This agreement between the commanders and authorities of — | : 
~ both countries shall in no case authorize the passing of foreign troops into our terri- ere 

tory, an authorization which cannot be granted even by the President of the republic,, - 
| because fraction 16, article 72, of the federal constitution-reserves it exclusively tothe = of 

_ ~ Congress of the Union. In obedience to that law, you will by no means consent that 6 © &§ 
the troops of the United States enter our territory, and out of respect to the sovereignty . «ff 

- of that republic you will likewise prevent Mexican forces from trespassing on foreign | : 
Soil. mo . Oo | : : 

At the shortest possible time you will communicate to General Ord; or to the supe- a 
. rior commander of the United States forces on the frontier, these instructions, acquaint- . ££ 

~ ing him at the same time with the dispositions you may dictate in orderto render them | 
| effective. You will also endeavor to accord with the said commander with regard ae 

. to the operations to. be undertaken in combination with him forthe capture of evil- | : 
| doers and. their most effective punishment, giving him to understand that the desires of 

' of the President on this point have no other restrictions than those imposed upon him | of 
by international law, the treaties ‘now in force between the two countries, and the | ge 
dignity of the republic. And-as-a ‘consequence of those restrictions, you will inform = i 
the said commander that as the Government of Mexico cannot allow a foreign force to UE 
enter the national territory without the consent of the Congress of the Union, and much’ | : 

_ less that the said force shall come to-exercise acts of jurisdiction, as those expressed _ E 
_ in the order of the United States War Department, you will repel force by force, should ° ‘= 

_ the invasion take place. | : | Ce Oe og 
. - In dictating this extreme measure, the President has had in view those considerations —  -§ 

: which no Mexican can forego when the defense of the national honor is in question: | 
| ‘The supreme magistrate of the republic believes that he faithfully interprets the feel- oe 

_ ings of the Mexicans, if he accepts the situation in which he is placed rather than the st - 
humiliation of an offense which would reduce Mexico to the condition of a barbarous , ~E 

| country and beyond the communion of international law.. The President does not wish, | 
-. however, that the attitude assumed by the soldiers of the republic in front of troops ee 

_ trespassing upon our territory, infringing international law, be reputed as an act of a &— 
hostility toward the United States, but that it be considered as the exercise of the | 

_ legitimate right of self-defense that appeals to’ arms only in the extreme case when: Me a 
| amicable means are unavailable to makeit respected. = => — Bs . . a 

_ This is not the proper time nor is it of the incumbence of this department to discuss’ |
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i vo the order of the United States War Department, showing the errors contained in Colo- a | 
7 nel Shafter’s report, which has given rise to the same, nor inquiring into whether the — | 

Mexican Government has neglected its duty in preventing on its part the depredations oo 
| of the marauders on the frontier, a reason or motive appealed to by the American Gov-) 
4 ernment in order to take upon itself the fulfillment of that duty, ordering even the = | 
j invasion of our territory. In order to treat this matter conveniently, the necessary =— i. 

_ instructions have been given to our minister at Washington. eee ree 
3 I request you to appoint a commissioner ad hoc near the American commander, who.) 
4 shall express to him what I have here stated. Send to the said commander by that | 
| commissioner a certified copy of this communication, so that he may become thoroughly: | 
] acquainted with the measures dictated by the government of the republic. = ss ng 

Ideem it necessary to recommend to you the faithful and exact fulfillment of the se 
i instructions I hereby communicate to you by order of the President; our national honor _ 
: is therein interested, and this suffices to expect of your patriotism to act with the pru- — 
4 dence demanded by this serious question, in order to avoid any cause of conflict between 
| the two countries; acting, however, with due energy, and repelling with force the in- 
4 sult that it is being sought to inflict on Mexico by the invasion of her territory, = © 

Ciry oF MeExico, June 18, 1877. oe a , Ds, mE 
po . - , PEDRO OGAZON. | | 
| To the General of Division, GERONIMO TREVINO, wl | 
1 | In command of his forces, Piedras Negras. | ve TE 
| : - a . as . ce . . : : i 

i . - | | rs as _ | 

| | 7 No22% 00 

| Ce Mr. Evarts to Mr. Foster. | 

. No. 397.] | : DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
| | Washington, June 22, 1877. 

1 | Siz: Referring to your separate dispatch of the 28th ultimo, advising 
t me that the President of Mexico would dispatch to the Rio Grande a | 
7 prudent general with a view to co-operate with General Ord in repress- | 
] ing outlawry, I now transmit for your information a copy of a letter 
1 of the 19th instant from the Secretary of War and cf the instructions —— 
1. issued by the General of the United States Army upon the subject, 
+ which accompanied it. es eens ce ee | 

; ers WM MS EVARTS. | 

4 " a [Inclosare No. 12.]." | . . a 

7 : Mr. McCrary to Mr. Evarts. | oe | 
7. | , oe a WAR DEPARTMENT, 
1 . | Washington City, June 19, 1877. a 

i; _ §rr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, | | 
i. - transmitting a copy of a letter from the minister of the United States at Mexico, stat- — 
; ing that the President of the Mexican Government will dispatch to the RioGrande 
’ : border a prudent general, with a view to co-operate with General Ord in repressing » | 
3 | outlawry, and beg to inclose for your information a copy of instructions issued by the. _ 
3 _ General of the Army on the subject. oo Oo | 
: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, — | Co 

i | oe | . GEO. W. McCRARY, 
’ | OO eee - | . Secretary of War. 
3 The Hon. SECRETARY OF STATE. | | | | . | 

a | ; & (Telegram. ] Oo | . . 

: | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 
, . wo | _ Washington, D. C., June 9, 1877. | 

i General P. H. SHERIDAN, _ _ : | | 

4 . Commanding Military Division of the Missourt, Chicago, Ill.: . . | | 

; The Secretary of War has received, through the State Department, a letter from Mr. | 

i. Foster, our minister at the city of Mexico, dated May 22, 1877, in which he says the
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- President of the Mexican Republic is at last awakened to the importance of repressing — 
- outlawry on the Texas frontier; that he will send a prudent general to that frontier, E 

with an adequate force and instructions to co-operate cordially to that end with Gen- a o£ 
eral Ord. The whole correspondence will come to you by mail; but meantime the OE 

_. Seeretary of War wants you to instruct General Ord to meet this offer of reciprocity t 
. ~ -eordially, to meet or correspond with the Mexican general thus sent to the frontier, and | ' 

_. not to be hasty in pursuit across the border, except in an aggravated case. - a 
me ar OW. 'T. SHERMAN, , | 
_ Ua ae ae | a | —. General. | o- 

NO BB 
po Mi Evarts to Mr. Fostern a 

| No. 401.] | DEPARTMENT OF STATE, we 
| ae Hr Washington, July 3, 1877. | 

_ Sie: Mr. Skilton, the consul-general, with a dispatch of the 18th, has | 
_ forwarded to the Department a copy of a letter to him of the 4th ulti- | 

mo, from Mr. Sutter, the consul at Acapulco. It relates to recent events ft 
there, and especially to the occupation of that city by General Alvarez. © — 

_ .It seems that in consequence of that occupation the city was fired upon = =—s—=s«iS@S 
__ by the fort and a Mexican man-of-war.. Consequently Mr. Sutter and a 

_ the: other foreign consuls embarked in the boat of the former for the of 
_ purpose of making such representations to the commander of the man- | ou- 

 of-war as might lead to a cessation of the firing. The boat, however, — £ 
was itself fired upon on its way, and, though not hit, the persons on — | | 

_ board of her were exposed to great peril. Mr. Sutter says that the flag #8 = ff 
of the United States was hoisted on her. Under these circumstances, _ of 
it seems necessary that the Mexican Government should be asked to. 
require of the commander of the fort proper explanations upon the sub- | 
ject. You will accordingly take this course so far as your unofficial _ | 
relations with that government will, allow. | oo | 

° Tam, &e., | oo | | | 
ye we oe WM. M. EVARTS. | 

TE NO 2B 

: _ Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts. oo I 

No. 573.) = —~—~——,sSCLEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 
Po Mexico, July 13,1877. (Received August 2.) | 
_ &re: The report of the conference had between General Ord, com- | 

Imanding the American forces in Texas, and General Trevifio, the Mexi- a 
_ can commander on the Rio Grande frontier, reached this city through of 

_ the newspapers of the United States by last mail, and the results of said ee ! 
_ conference have been the subject of considerable discussion in the Mex- | 

| ican press. a ay a I a | 
‘The report of the conference as receiyed here is that contained in the | 

_ telegram of General Ord to Lieutenant-General Sheridan, dated Fort — 
| . Olark, Texas, June 19, in which, referring to General Trevifio, he says: I 

| There is a good understanding between us on the basis of my instructions regarding > 
_ prompt action to suppress marauding and the co-operation of our troops on both sides 

_ of the river in necessary pursuit. = : E 
Some of the opposition press have interpreted this report of General =§=—-—«<XY 

, Ord to mean that Trevifio, in the conference, has agreed to the passage | 
_ of American troops across the boundary into Mexican territory in pur- a |
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suit of raiders, and have accordingly harshly attacked the administra 
tion of General Diaz for permitting the national territory to be violated. 2 

Po and for humiliating the Mexican nation by yielding to the demands of — 
| the United States. The Diario Oficial, the government official organ, , 
1 _ has replied that General Trevifio. bas. made no such agreement for the. | 

passage of American troops into Mexico, and that the government has. 
4 not receded from the position assumed in the order of the minister of | | 

_. war, of 18th ultimo, requiring the commander on the northern frontier : 
i | to resist by force any passage of the’ frontier by American troops, and | 
i demanding the recall or modification of the instructions to General Ord | 

on that point. I inclose a translation of the Diario Oficial’s reply.: | 
| Since these articles have appeared General Trevifio’s official report of — | 

| | the conference with General Ord has been published, a translation of — | 
: which I herewith transmit. | ee - cre | 

2 It will be seen that he expressly states that he declined General Ord’s | 
proposition for the reciprocal passage: of the frontier by the troops of 

i either nation in pursuit of outlaws. st ne 
: _ General Trevifio makes an important statement in his report in regard 
i to the Lipan Indians, whose continued residence in Mexico near.the. | 
i . frontier has been the principal cause of the recent raids, murders, and. 
i robberies in Texas, ©) 
| _ Attention is also called to the character of the force which he pro- — | 
i poses to employ to co-operate with the American troops, and to sup- 
i press the raids and outlawry on the frontier. He intimates that the 
1 regular federal troops cannot be stationed on that border because they, 
; “disperse for different causes,” which I understand. to mean that they. 

_ dissolve by desertion, as was stated to me by the former administration, 

|. __ as an excuse for not sending troops. to that region. General Trevifio 
| _—s States that he has taken steps to organize a volunteer force from the = 
‘ vicinity of the border, to which he proposes to intrust the protectionof.. 
; the Rio'Grande, and urges upon the government the importance of pro-. 
i * - widing for their support and prompt’ payment. _ Bs a a SS 
1 In my opinion there are two objections to intrusting the preservation of 
i. the peace and order of the border to such a volunteer force. First,being | 
4 | an independent corps, enlisted at a much higher rate of pay than the 
T regular troops, removed a great distance from the federal treasury and 
1 . beyond the reach of custom-houses likely to possess federal receipts, 
1 there is great danger that their subsistence and pay will be neglected. 
! | Second, being composed of residents of the Rio Grande, there is a: 
1 a possibility that they may be subject to the objection which Lhavere- | 

peatedly. made to the local authorities, their sympathy or complicity 
1 with the robbers, and, being an independent corps, they will not be 
1 subject to the same discipline and. restraint as. the regular troops, and 
i _ will be as likely to provoke hostility as to repress raids. re 
i [regard it as imperative oh the part of Mexico to adopt'much more 
{ effective measures than those proposed by General Trevino, inorder to 
i discharge its international obligations on the Rio Grande. - 
} “Tam, &e., SS Ms | : 
1. ETE Soe Be” | :  . SOHN W. FOSTER. |
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7 | : | Translations of newspaper articles. -  .. &§ 

oe an [From the Federalista, July 10,1877, oe Og 

Cs - WHAT NAME DOES HE DESERVE? | ae | ot 

oe The Tuxtepec Diario called Mr. Lerdo a traitor on the simple suspicion. that he was : 
| creating difficulties for Mexico. And now that Mr. Porfirio Diaz lays the national dig- o£ 

> nity at the feet of the United States, and agrees, contrary to the constitution, to the | | 
| humiliation of American troops crossing into Mexican territory, will the Diario please ee 

- . tell us if we can apply the same epithet to the author of such acrime? Let the offi- | : 
| cial organ of ‘uxtepec reply. : . ce :  -E 

: ee [From the Diario Official, July 10,1877.] ~ we an 

Co pe | ‘WHAT NAME DOES HE DESERVE? = = of 

_.. Under this title the Federalista has a local item which commences by attributing to © Eg 
| us words that we have not written. As upon this subject we have been very explicit, 

- we consider that our colleague is losing its time in endeavoring to misrepresent our _ of 
views. Then it supposes that the government has entered intosome arrangementcon- - i 

: trary to the national dignity, a supposition which is entirely false. oo & 
| The instructions issued by the government int the matter to which the Federalista .. E 

refers are well known, and there has not been a dispassionate person who has not ac- = - _& 
_ knowledged tbat the national dignity and the decorum of the country have been well  E 

sustained. a ta! re oS es , f 
, The executive will always:assiduously endeavor to maintain friendly and cordial re- | 

_ lations with the foreign powers. This is its duty, as it is also its pleasure, and in ‘the 
intérest of the country, but it willin every case maintain unstained thenational honor. . =, & 

| The statement.on which the local item to which we allude is founded is, then,false, | = 
| and false also is the basis of our colleague’s editorial. Its impassioned comments are | 

consequently without foundation, and can only serve to bring forth others onthe other 0 t 
side, inasmuch.as the truth is also contrary to the asserted facts. | —_ 

_- . In the instructions given to General Trevifio, under date of the 18th of last June, | 
| and which were published in the Diario of the same day, the following is said: ‘In: OE 

, obedience to that law (the constitution) you will by no means consent that the troops : : 
: of the United States enter our territory, and, out of respéct to the sovereignty of that — 

| republic, you will likewise prevent Mexican troops from trespassing on foreign soil.” &§ 
_ These instructions are still in force ; they have not been abrogated nor modified; | , : 

| they mark the firm purposes of the government, and by them General Trevifio must 
be guided. re ne :  &£ 

Everything said to the contrary by newspapers and letters from the United States is ote dE 
. deficient of truth, and the deductions drawn from such falsehoods are arbitrary and a 

~ ubjust. . Ce Me ene oe eer 

fo 4 es , [From the Diario Official, July 11, 1877.) reer . 

es - “AMUSING STORIES. . oe | Co ; 

The Federalista continues to relate amusing stories, founded on false suppositions. . &§ 
| It isnot true that General Trevifio has taken the step attributed to him by our col- | 

_ ’ Jeague. In accordance with the instructions received from the supreme government, |  &§ 
, and with which the public is acquainted, he has adopted the means of preventing dep- &= 
‘  -redations on the frontier, pursuing and punishing the delinquents; but itis false that, — : 

. exceeding his powers, he has consented to the invasion of our territory by foreign 
troops. Loe a a PGE EME UR ee The Po meee ee 

- The telegram of Lieutenant General Sheridan, which the Federalista takes from an : | 
_ American paper, may ormay not be authentic == | ee a oa by 

_ In the first case it may be that in stating that General Trevifio has had an under-  . OE 
standing with General Ord on the basis of the instructions given thelatter by hisgovern- 

.. ment, he referred solely to the part in which he is recommended to solicit the co-opera- . - | 
| tion of the Mexican authorities in the pursuit of the banditti, notwithstanding that  - 

the phraseology of the telegram, or its translation, leads to a more extensive application. : : 
At all events, it is false that General Trevifio has exceeded his instructions, and fg 

oS neither the Federalista, nor anybody can prove the contrary. The question refersto =. a 
facts, and the existence of the facts should be fully proven in order to serve asthe = ~~ | 

' . basis for impartial comments. Until it.is proven that any act of General Trevifio has _ —&§ 
been contrary to instructions received from the supreme government and to the dig- — = 
nity of the country, all the statements made to this effect will be arbitrary and de- | 

:  famatory.. — I Pee de ote De ff 
The government is well acquainted with the acts of General Trevifio, and knows, 1 

] well that he has not discredited his known prudencé and well-tried patriotism. © 
_ . - Hence the declamations of the Federalista are useless and unjustifiable. DS &~
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j oo [Inclosure 2 in No. 573.] | , a 

7 General Treviio’s report of his interview with Generel Ord. 

; 7 os CONSTITUTIONAL ARMY, co | 
3 Oo HEADQUARTERS OF THE LINE OF THE NORTH, - 
; —_ : a. : So Monterey, June 30, 1877. 1 
4 _ To the Citizen-Minister of War: eT ae | moe 
4 - On my way to this city I received the instructions which the federal government 

: communicated to me by telegraph through General Canales, and, in view of their im- 
3 portance, I sent a courier to General Ord, telling him that I would communicate to him . | 
i the instructions I had received from.my government by means of a commissioner, as / 
7 ordered by your department. That commissioner ad hoc, Mr. Bibiano L. Villareal, is 
1 - preparing for his journey, and he will surely be on the road to-day or to-morrow. ___. 
7 During my stay in Piedras Negras, I was visited by General Ord, military chief of 
]. the American line, for the purpose of ‘conferring upon the manner of preventing the 
1 depredations made for robbery which are experienced on both sides of the Bravo (Rio | 
j | Grande. ) a ) . . | | So oo 4 
j _ General Ord saw me at my quarters; I returned his visit, going to his quarters; I | 
7. visited his camps, in the vicinity, and we had aconference. He claimed that: the forces 4 
7 of either nation, in following the trail of robbers, might continue the pursuit into the | 
3 adjoining territory, reporting their operations to the authorities of the respective ter- | 
1 ritory, for their information and aid; and, in order the better to support his position, | | 
1 _ he cited to me the case in which he had permitted a Mexican force from Sonora to con- 
i tinue into American territory the pursuit.of a party of Indians, besides aidin g our forces 
i with his troops and furnishing them the supplies they needed. . 
4 > __ In reply [manifested to said general that the authorization which we were discuss- t 
3 ing could not be granted by either him or me in virtue of our own power, noteven = | 
4 with the acquiescence of our governments, if it should not have the approbation of f 
4 the respective Chambers or Congress, and much less could I do anything in such a | 

- ‘difficult question, as I had no express authority to deal with it in ‘any manner; that E 
; the pursuit of banditti being an urgent duty of the authorities, and even of private | : 
7 citizens, and to stop the complaints which, with or without foundation, are frequently _ ' 
4 made by the press of both countries in regard to the conduct of the authorities of the © : 
4 two nations, I would take every measure for the purpose of punishing the crimes. : 
4 that might be perpetrated on the American line by inhabitants or residents of our ter- 4 
4 ritory, stationing troops of the line at convenient points, and establishing’ vigilant | 
; forces to patrol our desert places. re ce ( 
, _Lalso assured him that those stations or forces being apprised in good time of incur- 3 
; ‘sions made by Mexicans to the left bank of the Bravo (Rio. Grande), they would have | 
1 the best results in the apprehension of the delinquents, as they would operate in a 
- country well known to them and against known persons, thus guaranteeing: the 
a _ security of honest travelers or residents, who might easily be confounded with ban- 
1, ditti by strangers having no acquaintance with them. - | : | 
: With this, and the promise to communicate to General Ord the instructions which I | 
q _ might receive on the subject from my government, and with the promise which he  — > 
q made on his part to prevent the organization of bands proposing the invasion of our __ iH 
5 territory, even under the pretext of a political object, we terminated our conference. 4 
3 I should add that in the conferences General Ord always manifested that his govern- 
7 ment did not propose any act hostile to our country. , 7 . | 
7 . _ On wy return from Piedras Negras, I left some regular forces stationed on the Sabi- 
i nas River, and being persuaded that the Lipan Indians are a constant threat to our se- A 
4 curity, and by the depredations on the left of the Bravo (Rio Grande) might even com-. 

- _ plicate our relations with the neighboring nation, I gave orders to Colonel Nuncio to 
1 apprehend them and hold them prisoners at the disposition of the government. These ~ 
qd Indians are the remnants of the tribe who, on account of their treachery, were almost — 
4 destroyed by the deceased General Zuaztia. They continue to be as treacherous as ever, | 
G0 _ and are always lazy, except when they are engaged in robbery, which constitutes their | 
q patrimony... - oo oo ar 
4 _ My opinion is. that, once apprehended, they should be taken to the interior, divided 

a there among workshops or charitable institutions, where they could be educated or f 
: taught to work, according to their sex and-age. ~~ a Do oe | 
tO ‘ [also ordered the organization of a mounted force of auxiliary troops, at the govern- 
4 . ment expense and well paid, to perform the service of the line of the Bravo (Rio Grande). 4 

That. force, being volunteers, well paid, and composed of men acquainted with the — 
7. country in which they are to serve, will be the one’ that will principally comply with — [ 
4 the promise I made the American officer, and with it alone that service can be per- 
q formed, because there the troops of the line disperse fer different causes, which I have : 
j _ already stated to the supreme government. : a |



: In order to give the security we owe ‘to our citizens, who are frequently the victims | oo 

of robberies, the spoils of which are carried to the other side of the Bravo (Rio Grande); — od 

. in order to maintain the good relations which should unite us with the inhabitants of fee 

the neighboring nation, and in order to give respectability to our: territory which is 
exposed to unjustifiable invasions, I hope that your department will approve the meas- —f 

ares which I have mentioned, attending promptly to the payment of said forces. . Ek 
a I have been more extended than I intended in order to acquaint the government with = | 

what occurred at my interview with General Ord. oe Oe EF 
_ On the return of the commissioner, whom in compliance with orders from your de- | 

partment, communicated on the 18th instant, I send to that general, I will report to es 

you the result. ee LG Ol kes cy . | a a 

Liberty in the constitution. = .. | Sosy! ee ‘ oe : 

ae A a a a te SS G. TREVINO. | | 

ae | ° No, 282.0000 | a a | ey 

| I | Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts. | | | Ff 

No. 574.) = .... LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | OE 
 Menico, July 18, 1877. . (Received August 10.) - ff 

_ re: The federal supreme court of Mexico on the 6th instant rendered Og 
an important decision, involving the power of the executive to levy a | 

~. tax by virtue of the “extraordinary faculties” which it: has been the = 
 practiee of the federal Congress so often to confer upon the executive. _ | 

| -. The case which occasioned the recent decision arose from the enforce- = 

- ment of a tax of 1 per ceyt. upon capital, levied July 19, 1876, by a oe 
- decree of President Lerdo, by virtue of the “extraordinary faculties” _ | 

_. conferred upon him by the Congress of the union. = == si 
A Mexican citizen, resident in this capital, applied to the federal court = =—s_ ff 

of the district for “‘amparo” or protection againstthe enforcement of the  — § 
tax, which was refused by that court October 30,1876. Thecase was  — § 
appealed to the supreme court, but the fall of the Lerdo government - 

i suspended proceedings therein until the recent reorganization of the =. — ff 
supreme court under the administration of General Diaz. The present _ 
supreme court has reversed the action of the district court of October — 

| last; and has decided that the tax levied by virtue of President Lerdo’s | 
decree of July 19, 1876, is unconstitutional, and that its collection can- | | 

| ngt be enforced..§ wal (i abn Gastoogys 1 6 SUR e ce ee 8 E 
~*The supreme court bases its decision on the fiftieth articleof the Mexi- . — § 

- can constitution, which provides that ‘ the supreme power of the federa- ; 
tion is divided for its exercise into legislative, executive, and judicial func- OE 
tions; two or more of these powers can never be united in the same per- | 

-. gon, nor the legislative power be deposited in one individual ;” andonthe — _ : 
seventh clause of the seventy-second article, which confers upon the | | 

_ Congress ofthe union the power “of approving the federal estimates of = === ff 
_ expenditures, which shall be annually presented by the executive, and OF 

: of imposing the taxes. necessary therefor.” Under these provisions of 
the constitution the court holds that each one of the three federal powers _ 
is independent of and cannot exercise the functions or faculties of the 
others; that the power of imposing -the taxes necessary for the federal 7 i 
expenditures is exclusively conferred upon the legislative department = ~——if 

of the government; and that Congress cannot delegate to or confer this 8 
|. power upon the executive. © ©. . | ne | 

The court also takes the more extended position, that the faculty con _ | 
ferred by the constitution upon the legislative power of making the laws _ OE 
cannot be delegated to any other body or authority. Inthe language = & 
of the decision in question, ‘where the sovereign power of the state
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: has deposited authority, there it must remain; and only by the consti-— , 
_. tutional agents should the laws be made.” This decision reverses the 

previous rulings of the federal courts, and is in opposition to the past — : 
| _ practices of the executive, -and if observed in the future administration : 

_ of the government, it will have a tendency to remedy some ofthe ‘most o 
| _ prominent evils which have grown into an established custom in all — - 
i, “revolutionary periods of Mexico. OS oS 

, - _ Almost all the unusual and heavy taxation, termed “ extraordinary | 
3 _ contributions,” has been levied not by legislative but by executive au- 
a thority, by virtue of the ‘ample faculties” conferred. by the former | 

! upon the latter at the commencement or durin g the progress of arev- — | 
i. olution. Nor has the practice been confined to the federal executive, 
i, but it has been followed in all the states of the republic. Neither have 
i _ the executives of the union and of the states confined the exercise of 
i their “‘ extraordinary faculties” to the imposition of taxes, as a large | 

| _ part of the past and existing laws of the country have been created by 
! _ executive decreesalone. = = = = © , : ce 

: In my No. 293, of May 25, 1875, in noticing the application of Presi: 
rl dent Lerdo to congress to have conferred upon the executive ‘“extraor- | 
i _ dinary faculties,” I expressed regret that his administration, which 

io _ up to that time had shown a greater regard for the observances of the | 
oo constitution than its predecessors, should deem it necessary to return 

to the revolutionary practices of the past, and I manifested serious - 
{doubts as to. the wisdom of the policy. The subsequent history of the - ; 
i. country has shown that the measure was a source of weakness rather 
] than of strength for his administration, as the possession of “ extraor- 
i. dinary faculties”. led the executive to the exercise of acts which undoubt- 
| | edly hastened the overthrow of his government. . 7 
to If the-recent decision of the supreme court is hereatter followed as an | 
1. _ unalterable principle of government, it will prove one of the most. : 

, - worthy events of the administration of General Diaz, as it-will be pre- 
i ss ventive of some of the most onerous and arbitrary practices of Mexican | : 
| revolutions. It is an interesting fact, in this connection, that our min- : 
; ister plenipotentiary in Mexico, the Hon. Thomas Corwin, in answer to 
: the inquiry of certain American residents, gave a written opinion in 1861 | 
' against the legality of an “extraordinary contribution” levied by Presi- 
1. dent Juarez in exercise of “ample faculties,” which opinion assumed 
yo the same line of argument as that followed by the recent decision Of = 
4 " the court; but the Mexican courts having decided the tax valid, Mr. 
q Corwin was induced to withdraw his opposition on the ground that the _ 
J. question was one exclusively for the supreme judicial authority to de- a 
J termine. | ee Oo | oy. | 
4 OO Lam, &c., oO oe | ptt, | 

1 oo, 7 7 _ JOHN W. FOSTER. | 

a a | | No. 288.00 a 

to - a Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts.. . — | 

No. 577.] — __. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
foo! | ae Mexico, July 21, 1877. (Received August 10.) 4 

1 _. SIR: General Diaz’s minister of foreign affairs called upon me at the 
: : legation yesterday afternoon and showed me several telegrams which. 
| his government had received from Mexican officials on the Rio Grande
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frontier, reporting that ‘partisans of Ex-President Lerdo were actively = : 
and openly engaged at different points in Texas:in organizing revolu- 

_ tionary or filibustering-expeditions into Mexico. Mr. Vallarta stated 
-_- that ‘his government‘was onthe alert to prevent the crossing into Mexi- - 

can territory of any ‘such bands; but ‘in view of the long extent of that &§ 

border it would be very difficult to guard every exposed point without ~~ ff 

- the co-operation of the American authorities. | ye - 
I said to Mr. Vallarta that he had anticipated a visit which Thadde- 

- signed to make to the foreign office for the purpose, among other things, = ; 
of conveying to him the assurances contained in your dispatch No. 393 — Ok 
of the 26th ultimo, in regard to the enforcement of the neutrality laws — 

of the United States, and that in view of that assurance [had nodoubt 
my government would desire to be informed of the facts reported by  - 

- ‘the Mexican officials, and that I would at once send you a teiegram on 

the subject. — Pe) So a | a | 
Accordingly, immediately after the minister’s departure, I sent you a  o- 

_ dispatch via‘Overland Telegraph Line. ~ a : oe 

-- Tt is due to Mr. Vallarta to state that he did not request me tosend =f 
the telegram, but upon my statement that I would transmit it, he.said_ 
his government would highly appreciate the act.and the enforcement of = ae 

the ‘neutrality laws. re | es - 
: i ee a: KR oe e 

Lo Tam, &., - te oo : 7 a a 

re No. 284, an OS 

eR Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts. : cies | 

No. 579.] - _ LLEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, - . & 
| Mexico, July 23,1877. (Received August 10.) | | 

- re: The distribution of premiums awarded to the Mexican exhibitors | | 
| at the International Exhibition, at Philadelphia, last year, was formally | | 

made yesterday. The ogcasion was 4 marked event in this capital. A’ | | 
procession, composed of the industrial organizations of the city, escorted, | 
the President of the republic, his cabinet, and other high officials, from | 

-. the national palace, through the principal streets, gaily decorated, to the | 
-. national theater, where the premiums were delivered by the President in | 

the presence of a large audience. A general sentiment of gratification = — — 

was manifested at the successful part which Mexico had taken in the : 
exhibition, and forthe attentions which the commissioners and exhibitors —  &§ 

- Had received. = —————— oe Be | | 

_ 7 ops JOHN W. FOSTER. — | 

a Mr, Foster to Mr. Bvarts. | | 

No. 583.] _ - L&GATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 
| Mexico, July 30,1877. (Received August 10.) | 

 §Sre: At the date of my last dispatch on current events, the only por-— | | 
' tion of the republic which was not fully recognizing the authority of |
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General Diaz was a part of the State of Guerrero, where the’former : 
; _ governor, General Alvarez, has risen’ against the military governor sent 2 

;- out by General Diaz, and driven him from the State. Soon after, how- ! 
’ - ever, an arrangement was entered into between Alvarez and Diaz, | 
- whereby the authority of the latter was recognized and a new military | 

: governor appointed until elections could be held and the State restored | 
1 | to the constitutional order. Since that adjustment, general peace has | 
i. _ prevailed in the country, with the exception of the occurrences on the’ 

_ Rio Grande frontier, to which reference is made in other dispatches. | | 
The elections for senators to complete the Congress of the union have ( 

a _ .been held during the present month, without any disturbance of the | 
| _ peace, and with very little attention being given tothe event. Popu- | 

j _ lar elections in this country seldom, if ever, are participated in by 
i, more than a small minority of the legal voters; and uponthisoccasion 

2 7 there was less participation than usual. cee | 
j | ~The anti-revolutionists considered their candidates excluded by the 

: condition of the convocatory decree, which requires all senators elected 
a to take an oath to support the revolutionary plan of Tuxtepec. On the 
] | other hand, the extreme revolutionists, styled the “pure Tuxtepecanos,” __ 
1, who have bitterly opposed the re-establishment of the senate as contrary 

. to the plan of Tuxtepec, have also in a great measure abstained from 
; taking part in the elections. The consequence has been that the elec. 

| _ tions receive very little attention, and so far as the results have been ~ 
announced, it is believed that ministerial candidates have been chosen : 

; in almost all-cases. | os | | a 8 
i Since my dispatch, No. 545, of the 16th ultimo, advising you of the 
3 recognition of the Diaz government by various foreign governments, the : 
4 Italian Government has taken action in the same direction; so that the, 
j _ United States is now the only power represented in Mexico which has 
to not acted upon the question. oo oles, ae a 
; : — Tam, &e, © Baa - | war 3 
1 eee JOHN W. FOSTER. 7 

| oe Oo - No. 2386. a 7 ne 

; | | Mr. Foster to Mr. Evarts. | OO 

3 No, 586.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, a 
to. _— _ Mexico, August 3, 1877. (Received September 4.) - 
J Sir: The department of public works has recently published a report | 
1 made by the government inspector of railroads. As Mexican railroad 
1 investments and concessions have been the subject of considerable inter- 
to est and inquiry in the United States, I have thought it desirable to notice 
1 some of the facts contained in the report alluded to, and to refer to the - , 
{ _ present condition of railroad enterprises in Mexico. Thereisonly one 
i» railroad in the country of any considerable extent, which is known as a 
Po “The Mexican Railway,” extending from the port of Vera Cruz tothe . | 
i city of Mexico, with a branch connecting the city of Puebla with the 
1 main line, being 2924 miles.. Connected with the main line there is also 
3 a branch which leaves it 94 miles from Vera Cruz, extending to the city | 
4 of Jalapa, a distance of 614 miles, making the entire length of the Mexi-



ee a 7 MEXICO. | ADT ~ | 

can Railway 3533 miles.. There are besides, in the valley of Mexico, at , 
Vera Cruz and other points, several.short lines in operation, but all ag- oe 

| gregating less than fifty miles.“ ss Se of 
+ A charter or concession for the Mexican Railway was first granted in a 
1837, but owing to the revolutions, financial embarrassments of the na- & 

| tion, and other causes, all that had been accomplished up to 1865 was a ae 
survey of the route and the construction of nine miles of road on the - — 
Vera Cruz end and three miles at the city of Mexico. - a o£ 

~~ - In 1864 Don Antonio Escandon, who had held the concession since —— & 
_ 1857, transferred it to an English company, and during the Maximilian UE 

government the construction was pushed forward with much vigor, so - 
_ that on the restoration of the republican government 134 miles of road. | 

were in operation, and a considerable part of the heavy grading on the an 
mountain. portion of the route was well advanced, but it was not until =f 
January, 1873, that the entire line from Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico | 

- was completed. - a , |  &- 
The Jalapa branch was not opened to traffic till June, 1875. Owing — of 

| to its heavy grades, which attain 4 maximum of eight feet per hundred, =~ & 
animal traction and small cars are used on this branch. - | 

~ . On the mountain portion of the main line the maximum grade is four  - 
_ feet per hundred, on which the “ Fairlie” engine, a heavy English loco- —  - 
motive, is used, although the American. “ Baldwin” locomotive has been | 
introduced with very satisfactory results. During the first years of the ——sC*@f 
road, cars of the English system and construction were employed, but «=f 
these are now being substituted with American cars. | | | 

- . The following statement of the Mexican Railway is taken from the | a 
report of the government inspector: ot | eT 

- . oe Statement of capital.and cost of construction. — mo - oe - 

, | - ORIGINAL STOCK. | ee oP | | 
~ General shares ..-. 2.2 oe - ee cence cee e cee cote e cece ee cece cece ween cues $7,658, 450 o£ 

| Government shares.... 2. cc. conn cece cece ee womens cee ee cane wecceccccnee 3,633,100 t 

PRIVILEGED SHARES. | . | 
‘First issue, 8 per cent... 20. Looe eee eee cee ce ene cee eee eee cece eeeces 12,770,500 
Second issue, 6 per cent.... .... 2-2. eens cece cee eee cee eee ee cece ee eeee 5,059 800 : | 

m ss TN. BONDED INDEBTEDNESS. | - Bo 
‘A bonds, 8 per cent... .... cee cee eee dew cee e cece s cneees scenes cees 2,200, 000 | 
“B” bonds, 7 per CeMt 2. eee cece ee cee cee cen eee neces ce ceeeec cess 5,380, 885 a 

' Special privileged indebtedness bearing interest, about-.........+------. 1,000,000 

pe Be ee, 37,702,735 9 | 

- The company’s main office is in London, and is controlled by a direct-.  & 
| ory of ten members elected by the shareholders and four members ap- 

_ pointed by the Mexican Government. Three of the former and two of | «| 
the latter compose.a local board in the city of Mexico. to | I 
Owing to the revolution which was going on during 1876 the opera- |  - 

tions of the main line were considerably embarrassed, and the Jalapa og 
-. branch was suspended during the greater part ofthe year. Thefollow- | 

| ing figures as to the workings of the main. line are taken from therecent OE 
_ reports of the directors, the Jalapa branch being omitted: ©  - | |



428 | FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

i os | a | : Oo Length of main line 292} miles, cs oe ee : 

{ oe ag - TOTAL, EARNINGS. | cee | 

Po / 1876 +1875. 4 

3 _-Passengers.................| £65,879 14s, 8d. | £90,101 2s, 6d. | £80,846 178, 4d. —  Preight........2-2...+.....| 369,749 14° 3 | 384,020 1 10 379,668 12 1b 

fo | 435,629 8 11 | 474,191 4 4 | 469,515 10 8 

i. Total working expenditures: 1876, £269,693 0s. 3d.; 1875, £249,886 9s. 4d.; 1874, 
| £245,026 6s. 3d. Do ; po | 

7 . The total working expenditures being the following percentage of the earnings: | 
o 1876, 61.90; 1875, 52.70; 1874, 52.18. aaa | a4 | 

; - ne PASSENGER TRAFFIC, rae 

ae | | Number. | | Miles. | : Fares. — 

t - | 1876, | 1875. | 1876. | 1875. 1876. | 1875 

i. First class ..........) 15,436 | 19,084] 1,470,318 |. 1,781,389 | £15,222 |£19,777° 
, Second class ........) 28,531 | 49,926 | 1,787,412 | 2,781,146 | 15,115 | 25,122 | Third class .........| 194,965 | 186, 067 | 10,978,269 | 9, 125,176 -| 42, 919. AT,285 : 

Po 1 938, 982 | 255, 077 | 14,235, 999 | 13, 687,711 | 73,256 | 92,184 

j — Of the above passengers there were 9,400 military in 1875, and 57,964 . 
| - in 1876, at government rates. ne te 

a a . a . ne ‘FREIGHT TRAFFIC, | a 7 

1 a - | (In tons of 1,000 kilograms.) : ee Oo 4 

Bn oe Up | Down of 
] | Year, | a ae eee freight. Total. | 

, 1876 ee cee cee cee cee ee eens ceeeee| 87,259 | 36,258 | 123,517 0 
4 | 1875 2.222. eee ce ee cee ee eee ete ween ceee enee| 88,345 | 35,978 | 124. 323° 

1874 oes ee ee eee eee ee ee eee cece eee cone cpeeeeesesceees| 84, 001 | 30,026 | 114,097. | 

; - | a PASSENGER RATES. | | Oo | Oo | 

:  ® From Vera Cruz to city of Mexico, 263} miles, first class, $16; second class, $19.50 ; 7 
4 third class, $7.25. 7 a, . 
j Each passenger is allowed 32 pounds of baggage. Allexcessis charged atthe rate 
4 : of $97.77 per ton on passenger trains. a 7 - CS 

4 re a “FREIGHT RATES. _ Fe _ 

i From Vera Cruz to Mexico, per ton: On foreign goods, first class, $76.05; second =| 
; class, $65.18; third class, $54.32. On national products, first class, $38.02; second 
i. class, $32.59; third class, $27.16. . : / | . a 

7. _ At the conclusion of the road there was due the company a large sum 
1 _ from the government by way of subsidy for the construction, for the |
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payment of which the government had pledged 15 per cent. of the cus- oe 
_ toms receipts. In settiement of.this claim a,conyention or contract was Be 

made between the government and the railroad company, by which the 
former agreed, in lieu of the amount due on the subsidy, to pay the ©  &| 

-- company the annual sum of $560,000 for the period of twenty-five years ; 
and the company agreed to a considerable reduction from the charter _ 
rates in the tariff of passenger and freight-charges, and extended the 
privileges enjoyed by. the government in the way of transportation of  § 

troops, mails, &c. Owing to the revolution and change of government - _ 
this annual payment has been suspended for more than a year past, and.  . - 
there is now due the company from the government about $1,000,000."  &§ 
A demand: is made.on the part of a certain portion of the press and . &§ 

of. the Mexican public for a still greater-reduction of the tariff charges 
_ by congressional legislation; but the company maintains that the pres-. | of 

_ ent tariff.was established: by means of:a contract which cannot be mod- -- . 

| ified. by &gislation without: the.consent of the company. This subject. a 

- will probably attract considerable attention: in the approaching national = — & 

congress. Ci Sa Be 
Although it has been acknowledged for years past that oneof the = =  — § 

| greatest. wants of: the country-is the construction of: railroads to unite. | 

_ the.centers.of population. and.to give an outlet to both oceans for the  &| 

-. products of the interior; the railroad from Vera Cruz to the city. of =: f 

‘Mexico is the only one that has as yet been constructed. Much time = §& 

| has been wasted’ by congress in the contentions of friends of rival pro- . . &£ 

| jects. .A concession was granted in 1874 to a Mexican organization in | 

| preference to American applicants for the construction of a. railroad ~ ae 

from this city to the large cities of the interior; and this company hav- | 

ing failed completely to comply with its coucession, a new grant was ee 

| made to another organization in which Messrs. Barron, Forbes & Com-. a 

- pany, a resident English house, were the principal members. | EE 

The work of construction was entered upon, but the revolution of last — | 

year almost paralyzed its operations, and, on the advent of the revolu- &— 

tionary government, the concession was revoked by an executive order, | os 

: and all the works were declared as forfeited. = ==> | : Bs [ 

| A. detailed account of this transaction has already been given in my.) & 

~ No, 524, of April 24 last: The subject of railroad concessions.willdoubt- = sf 

less be a leading topic in the deliberations of the next session of con- — f 

gress. Although. it-is acknowledged that the capital to construct the | 

_ railroads so greatly needed in Mexico must, in a.great measure,comefrom = | 

abroad, yet, owing to the failure of the government to recognize or pay. i 
interest on its foreign debt for years past, and on account. ofthe recent & 

| revolution, there is an apparent reluctance on the part of foreign capi- - =f 

| talists to invest in. Mexican public enterprises. An adjustment of the — a 

- debt, a restoration of confidence in a stable government, and security | 

| and guarantees to foreign capital appear nécessary to obtain the inau- a 

guration of railroad construction on any scale commensurate with the — 

urgent wantsof.the country, = | SO | 
| Tam, &, (0 gh Oar en es | 

oS ee | ee JOHN W. FOSTER. ~= = &
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: — oROCCO, 7 ee 
7 a . No. 237, : ee | 

po | a Mr. Mathews to Mr. Fish. | | 

| No. 219.] CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, tid 
1 | Tangier, December 30, 1876. (Received February 12, 1877.) | 

Siz: I have the honor to inform you that the Sultan has at last set- | 
| tled in his capital at Fez, after several months of activity in subduing — | 

i | most of his. revolted and warlike tribes. in the neighborhood of the - 
| French frontier of Algeria, which especially gave him great trogble. It J 
j - is commonly believed that in the first engagements the Sultaits troops. 
1 lost heavily, according to some native authorities as many as ten thou." 4 
i sand men; and it is further added that nothing but the imperial artil-. 
3 _ lery saved the Sultan’s force from total destruction. As the force inthe ~ 
: field could not have been more than fifteen thousand men, it is needless 
1 to say that his majesty cannot have met with so heavy a loss; but that 
qo . is the manner in which news is reported here, where we have no special 
1 correspondents, no letters from the seat of war, and no press. 
toe . The disturbances are owing to the ever-increasing exactions of His 
1 Majesty’s governors and sheiks. The assassination of Hamem Ben Alilo, 
3 - jieutenant-governor of our neighboring province of Anjera, last October, | 
- illustrates the condition of thecountry. = == OU ei | 
to __ The governor of the Pashalic had been compelled by orders from the | 
, Sultan, to give the last turn to the screw of ofticial exaction; but this: 
i last turn of the screw broke the thread not only of the screw but of his  -- 

| life. / 7 shea RO Rate 7 ae a 
: Having thrown into prison a number of the inhabitants, in thehope of =~ 
4 extracting from them some further increment of already onerous taxation, 
| the friends of his victims surrounded the governor’s residence, and after : 
a some parley at the gate, where one of his adherents was killed, the lieu- : 
: _ tenant-governor, upon the assurance that he would not be harmed, was 
] induced to venture forth, when he. was instantly dispatched. | 
1 Three weeks before this event the governor of Tangier, with eight. | 
1 _ thousand Moorish troops, encamped in the above district, and levied a _ 
1 - fine of $20,000 from the tribe of Anjera, by order of the Sultan, on ac- i 
7 count of their late insurrection against the governor of said district. | 

-On the 23d ultimo a salute of twenty-one guns was fired from the — 
batteries of Tangier in honor of the victory gained by the Sultan over. : 

i: _ the rebel tribe of Gayiatta, near the town of Tazo. A letter addressed | 
/ | by the Sultan to this Pasha was publicly read in the mosque, announcing 
4 the success of the imperial troops. No former Sultan of Morocco had 4 

ever penetrated into the mountainous district of Gayiatta. poe 
q _ The conflict between this warlike tribe and the Sultan’s army wasa | 
4 very serious affair, and had nearly resulted in the retreat of the latter. 

A number of Kaids, or chiefs in the Sultan’s army, have been killed, and . 
‘ the horse ridden by His. Majesty was severely wounded: The rebels - 
] were finally repulsed. A castle or stronghold of the tribe,andanumber 
i of villages were destroyed, and the Sultan’s army encamped on the sum- | 

7 _ mit of the hills of Gayiatta. | oe | | 
bo The Sultan’s expedition to the Riff territory was most successful. od 
3 On his march from the latter place toward Meguinez, on his way to
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the capital, he brought under subjection the rebellious tribes of Zaida 
and Azamor, and they have sent their contingent of cavalry to jointhe 

imperial army. | Pe ne a | 

-_- Phe tribe of Benigoosfet, in the province of Larache, was also severely ms 

- chastised. ~~ a ee t 

| The Moorish embassy which was sent by the Emperor to return the |  -E 

--visit of the English, French, and Italian representatives which those  «- 
functionaries paid him at his court last summer, arrived at Tangier, on OE 

board the Italian man-of-war. Conte de Cavour, on the 12th ultimo, re- . | 

turning from their visits to the Courts of Saint James, France, and Italy. 
~ {he Moorish mission was composed of Sid Hadj Mohamed Elzebdy, — a 

ambassador; Sid Dris Elzaidy and Sid Ben Nasser Ghannan, first and. . 

_ second secretaries, and six other members. © neem 

They were received with much kindness and attention by Her Majesty 7 St 

the Queen, who was accompanied by their Royal Highnesses Princess _ | 

- Beatrice and Prince Leopold, in the drawing-room, where the ambassa- 7 : 

dor presented a letter from the Sultan of Morocco to Her Majesty. nc 

At Paris, President MacMahon had a grand review of the troopsin : 

their honor, and a like compliment was paid to them by King Victor a 

Emmanuel at Rome. In return for the presents gent to the Emperor, EE 

- through their representatives at Tangier on their visit to Fez, the. | 

Sultan sent as a present ten magnificent Arabian horses to the President — 

| of the French Republic, and six horses to King Victor Emmanuel, besides meg : 

- a valuable assortment of Moorish manufactures like those sent to the | - 

- English court. at : ae Se 7 

- Last month twenty-five men of Askar, or new regular troops of the 4 

Sultan of Morocco, including two Kaids and two Mukuddams, who are | ff 

, to learn the principles of military discipline at Gibraltar, were sent to OE 

that fortress. These men will afterwards return to their own country, oo 

where they will be employed in drilling and disciplining the regular 

levies which the Sultan has established to enforce and maintain order — . ft 

, in his dominions among the warlike and turbulent tribes who have. been  & 

such a thorn in the side of every ruler in this country. Themenseem 

-- young and very intelligent, and no doubt they will be found of the _. oF 

greatest service in effecting the object desired after a course of instrue- | oe 

tion in aregimental barrack-yard. They are now attached to the Fourth | | . 

_ (King’s Own) Regiment of British infantry, stationed at Gibraltar.  &-§ 

It is evident that the ideas of the present Sultan are progressive,and  —-_—sédé&R 

tend to the advancement and improvement of his people and dominions, | | 

the state of which he seems determined to witness with his own eyes; 
whilst his desire to strictly carry out his engagements entered into with | | 

- foreign powers is amply evidenced by the speedy means he has ordered | | 

to be taken to punish the officials and inhabitants of the Anjera dis- 2 

- trict, who had offered impediments to the Spanish governor of Ceuta, OE 

when passing through their territory not long Since. ea, | 

I must contradict, in full, the statement which was published in the 
_. Spanish paper, the Hpoca, that the Moors are becoming excited about | : 

- the Turkish question, and that uneasiness is felt by the Europeans in | | 

this country in consequence. This is altogether a “canard,” as the . «- 

Moors are not troubling themselves about the Hastern affairs in any ; 

| way, nor is there any excitement whatever among Europeans residing = 

: in the Empire of Morocco.  —i. anor Bn | | 

--Yesterday the new French envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- | tf 

 tentiary to the court of Morocco, Monsieur Le Sourd,landedat Tangier, = = — ff 
from the French vessel of war Cassard, to replace Monsieur Tissot, who | | 

has been transferred to Athens. | OE oS woe,
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- | The Sultan will be visited: this. spring by the representatives of Ger- : 
|. ° many, Spain, Portugal, and.France. ~~ ; ee : 
, The weather has been, and still is, very’ tempestuous on these coasts, 
i _ causing many shipwrecks of vessels of various nationalities ; fortunately | 
i . among them we have none of our own flag to lament. a | 2 

: - he | _ . FELIX A. MATHEWS. © | 
poo SES 

I | : - No. 238. we a | 
. a Mr. Mathews to Mr. Evarts. Ce oe 

ss No, 245.] CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, sd 
Ro 7 | - Tangier, July 28, 1877. (Received August 27.) — a 
: _. Ste: I have the honor to inclose the translation of a letter addressed 
| : _ by the Moorish minister of foreign affairs to the foreign representatives, | 

-acquainting them that he has received an order from the Sultan to pur- 
i . chase a garden adjoining the Christian cemetery, and to present it to 
i _ the foreign representatives, considering the want of space in the pres-. 
| -entonenowinuse. = | : oo | 
i a Thave,&e., © | SE a 
| | | | | eee + FELIX A. MATHEWS. 

; ; . a " [Inclosure—Translation. oe / aa SALE : 

Letter addressed to each of the representatives of foreign powers, residing at Tangier’ by the. 4 
: 7 Moorish minister of foreign affairs, dated the 17th Kajeb 1294 (27 July, 1877). ! 

4 (After the usual compliments) I have made my lord (whom may God protect) 
co. - acquainted with the small limits of the present Christian burial-ground near Tangier. 

: _ ° ( My master (whom may God glorify) has given royal order to procure the piece of . | 
: land adjoining said burial-ground from its present proprietors, by the name Bogeloon, = 
to ' and to place the same at your disposal and possession. —y. _ poe a 4 
j- With the will of God, peace and friendship. ae Oe ee 
i SC - a : "MOHAMED BARGASH, 

Lo | PARAGUAY, - 
to | NO, 239. | et ee 
po | Mr. Caldwell to Mr. Evarts, 

to — No 4] | a UniteD States LEGATION, — | | 
| Montevideo, April 24,1877. (Received Junell.)) 
: 7 - Srp: Intelligence has just arrived, by telegraph, of the assassination — 
: of Juan Bautista Gill, President of the Republic of Paraguay. He was | 
. a shot in the street on his way to the. government house, on the 12thin- — 

ne stant, by one Morlas, an ex-officer of the Dictator Lopez. Onthesame = | 
- - day the brother of the President, Emilio Gill, a general of the republic, 

i was barbarously assassinated and mutilated by Colonel Goiburt, alsoan | 
| ___— ex-officer of Lopez. The assassins escaped from Asuncion, and, at last — 
1 advices, were in the country with followers, attempting a revolution ; :



_ with what success is not yet known, as reports are very contradictory. | : 
~The head of the revolution is believed to be Rivarola, a former President 

of Paraguay. re on t 
os Immediately on the death of President Gill, Vice-President Higinio  & 

Uriarte assumed command, called out the national guard, assembled a 
| - the congress, and took the oath of office. The congress at once declared «_— | 

the whole republic under martial law for one month. The new President — | 
retains the cabinet of his predecessor. There are rumors of severe | 
combats, but as yet nothing trustworthy. Oo | sey 

| —-  Thave,&, 9 | BC oe &£ 
JOHN C. CALDWELL. a 

ee PERU... | 

| a a oo NO. 240000 : | 

corn oe. Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Fish, | | | ° f 

— No. 97.) | - _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, OE 
= | Lima, Peru, September 21,1876. (Received October 14.) | ne 
_ §Sre: I have the honor to refer to my dispatches Nos. 90 and 92, rela- 

tive to the political affairs of this republic. ee — ne 
Since the meeting of the Congress July 28, nothing has been done in  &- 

- the legislative chambers of any interest or benefit to the country, only | 
one act being passed by both chambers, pardon for political offenses. _-__- 

| A great part of the session has been occupied in contested election ms 
eases of senators and deputies from the different departments. Asthe  — 
 “eivilists ” have the majority, the decisions are generally in favor of a 
their candidates; with what justice I cannot say. The last contested _ 
case was on the senator for this department, which caused quite an — _. F 
excited debate. Several districts of the department were thrown out, | 
and the “ civilists’” candidate declared elected; a meeting was held — § 

- Sunday the 17th, by the electors, a protest was declared against the de- | 
cision, and then the meeting adjourned quietly... si -  - 

_. It is ramored that President Prado will leave this capital and remove = — & 
the troops to a place called Lurin, some 20 miles to the south of this  &§ 

_ This, in my opinion,‘would be a dangerous proceeding for. the peace | 
of the country. There.are a great number of unruly people at present — | 
in Lima, ready for any mischief, and a great number of disaffected peo- | 

_ ple who wish a change and a return to power of the military party. To ~~ | 
leave the city to the protection of the police would invite a revolution, 
as the army, small as it appears, is sufficient. to keep the unruly and | ff 
mischievous in awe. ~ Be re : | | 

: ¥ # * RS Oe  &- 
7 The leading journal of the civilists, El] Comercio, of last evening, refers «| 
~. In an item to these reports, and says: ‘* We do not know what thereis —_’ 

| of truth in these rumors, but we can assert that this day various mili- . &§ 
tary officers have gone to Lurin and Chancay (about 40 miles north), a 
with the object of examining those places as regards their respective —  £§ 
advantages for military camps.” Pode tas oo 4 | 

; Tam,&., = | Oe et es | 

po ROE LE Boe, coe RICHARD GIBBS. © , 
— 25 FR . : . ; . . - i
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/ Se - — No. 241. _ | EN 8 eo | 

| a Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Fish. | | 

No. 102.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, Peru, October 13, 1876. (Received November 13.) — | 

Co Str: I have the honor to refer to my dispatches Nos. 90, 9%, and 97, 
: relative to political affairs. Since those dispatches were written, an | 
‘ apparently serious revolution has commenced in the southern part of the _ | 

| republic. It appears that the government has been aware a conspiracy ! 

was being carried on in favor of Don Nicolas Piérola. | a 
: % * * 3 * | * ® 

‘ In my dispatch No. 97, September 21, I stated that a law had been : 
' passed by Congress granting amnesty to all political offenders, but I cor- 
; rected the statement in another dispatch subsequently. Thedecreewas 
i passed unanimously by the deputies almost without discussion, but, when 2 

i ~ senttothe Senate, the government informed that body that, from informa- 7 

: tion in their possession, it was not judicious to pass the law; the decree | 
i | was returned to the deputies for reconsideration, andafteralong debate 
i | ~wasrevoked. On the 4th instant the church party’s organ, La Soceidad, 

| had in its editorial columns rather a remarkable article against the 

 civilists, saying, among other things, “that there was only one person — 
capable of carrying out the country to its true position ; punishing those 
who belonged to that criminal ring (civilists), who were without scruple 

| in doing evil; the only person capable of freeing the country of legisla- 
tive and administrative despotisms, and facing the evils of civilism,and 

this person was Piérola.” This article caused quite a sensation,so [- 
| a was not surprised when the news was telegraphed on the 6th that Pié- 

| rola had landed at Moquegua, about 700 miles to the south of Callao | 
1 (southeast), had taken the place, a small town, and declared or pro- 

2 nounced gainst the present government. Troops were hurried down to 

, Callao, and that night 900 infantry, 200 cavalry or hussars,andsome50 

3 artillerymen were embarked for Mollendo, some 40 miles to the north- 

i west of Moquegua, and the terminus of the railroad that goes to Arequi- 

pa, 107 miles in the interior, the second city of importance in the republic. “| 

| On the 7th a proposition was made in the Chamber of Deputies to 

| suspend the constitutional guarantees of rights of citizens; the debate 

was long and excited, but in a joint Congress they were suspended, 110 

fo yeas to 12 noes. A decree was also passed empowering the government 

| to increase the army and to raise 4,000,000 sols for extraordinary uses 

and purposes. 7 | aan ese : 
i | During these last few days some thirty or more half-pay officers have — 

| . been arrested, and also some private citizens. The government is using 

- energetic measures to crush this attempt. : Se 

| Piérola has gone to a part of the country where he has many parti- | 

fo sans, and is near Torato, in the Andes, 60 miles distant, and the scene. 

of his former attempt. It is stated that the parish priest of Toratois | 

| at the head of some of the revolutionists; if Piérola can get to Arequipa, | 

where he has great sympathy, I think it will cost blood and time to 

| - erush out this rising. - - | 

Telegrams from all other parts of the republic report everything quiet. 
i * | : 

: The latest news this evening is that Moquegua has been occupied by 
| | the government troops and Piérola has retired into the interior, =~ : 

. Tam, &c., 7 | 
| oo | RICHARD GIBBS.
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— No. 107.) | _ JLEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | a 
; _ Lima, Peru, November 13, 1876. (Received December 14.) | | 

7 _ SR: a * ek  * BO | 
Since the receipt of your dispatch I have devoted some attention to «| 

| the status of the Chinese in this country, having previously visited == ff 
some of the large sugar-estates and noticed the manner in which they | : 

- were treated, and also have gathered information from trustworthy per- = 
| sons who testified to their treatment at various places in the republic. | 

_ [ have come to the conclusion that they were treated as slaves were in | 
- former times in the United States, and as [haveseenslavesand Chinese 

used in Cuba during many years of residence there. On some planta- | - 
tions they received every attention due to their position and wants;;on & 
others, treatment of the most barbarous kind, worse than brates. ae 

| I think there has been a great change for the better latterly, as I sel- I 
dom now see articles in the papers of their revolting against the over- | | 
seers of the plantattons, and believe the slaves are treated better in all  § 
parts of the country. I account for this in various ways; principally . — | 
policy on the part of their employers, and partly because the Chinese  &- 

~ who have been here such a length of time have acquired a knowledge OE 
of their rights and demand them, and sometimes take what they think : ae 
is law in their own hands by murdering the owner or overseer of the = 

| plantation. Soy ee ee Oo UE 
 _Here in Lima, at Callao, and other ports on the coast, there are great — | 

numbers of them who have served the time of contract or have insome © —_—§ 
gases purchased it, and they enjoy all the rights due to any citizen or | 
resident of the republic, and, as far as I can see or judge, are happy 
and contented. <A great many of them are occupied as house-servants, —— 
principally as cooks. In all parts of the city are small eating-houses . 

- or cook-shops kept by Chinese, and they are well patronized by thepoor  —— : 
| people, where they get more and better food for less money than with = —_—sié 

_ the natives. ee ee ene | 
| $§treets fronting on the large markets and those leading to them are =——:— *§ 

so much filled by Chinese grocers, tailors, shoemakers, bakers, butch- 
ergs, and other tradesmen that, walking around seeing the people, their _ a 
shops and signs, you could easily imagine that you were in a Chinese | 
town. : oe . rere eS | 
As the Chinaman is laborious and industrious, being satisfied with = ~~ {| 

_ gmall gains and having no luxurious vices or habits, he sells cheaper = — & 
+ and gives a better article for less money than shopkeepers of other Ef 

- nationalities. [ESE Ea SEES RS | 
| suppose that these shops, which were originally started with the idea. | 

of catching the trade of their-fellow countrymen as they came to the > co 
market, have gradually attracted the natives, who find it to their benefit. _  &- 

-’ to supply their wants from the Chinese. I have noticed during the short  - 
| time I have been here, about sixteen months, that their shops are increas- | 

ing fast, and.also many handsome stores in the principal streets. They : ; 
intermarry with the lower class of whites, mestizas, and cholas, and by — a 

_ these are looked upon as quite a catch, for they make good husbands, — 
industrious, domestic, and fond of their children, while the cholo (In- | 
dian) husband is lazy, indolent, often a drunkard, and brutal to his §  ——i& 
wife. I often meet children in the streets whose almond-shaped eyes _ a 
Show their Chinese origin. Great numbers have become converts
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to Catholicism, and they are apparently very fervent in their devo- | 
, tions and attentive to the ceremonies of the church. In the cemetery 2 
| _I have noticed several niches, in the costly part of the ground, with | 
a _ Chinese inscriptions. They have hired the second theater of the city, 
i or leased it, for four years, and I believe it is filled nightly. In all, 
Po they seem to assimilate themselves to the habits and customs of the 

n country. — | ee eae | ee : 
i | I have gathered the following statistics from trustworthy sources, 
7 _ which show the number of Chinese landed in Peru, in 14 years, as coolie | 
a laborers, under the old system, now stopped: | 2 

bo 1860 ..-ace ceccge cose ccececccectecsectccccceecereececeeecze 1,446 oo 
i BCL ee cee cen eee eee le eee ee cee eee reeeeeeeeees B45 | 
i  JBCQ ee ee cece cee ee cece ee neces cone ee ceeeencerees 1,460 ae . 
: 1863 22 222 wenn ce eee ween commen cee e penn ne tweet acne neee 98,704 

: 1864.22.22. 22. eens ee cee een cence cece eee eeeeeceeeeeee 6,683 0 
j 1865 2 see cece eee neces cee cee eee e eee cee cece tecces 8,068 
i | 1866... 2.00 enn cece ee cece ee cee eee ee cence eee ceeeeneees 652B °° 
4 [B67 eee eee eee ce eee cece cee nee e ee cee eens 5,246 oe 4 
fo 1868 02 2o. cone cece ee cence cece e eee cone teteeeeeeeteceeees 3,078 | 

 UROD ee eee eee cece cee ee ee eee cece ee tee eeeccenneee 4,835 
: 18702 eee eee eee cee ne cee en eee eet ce ee ceeeee g 11,488 Children... 4 

- 1871 22 oe oe eee es ie cee ee cee cee eee eee ee nove ceee 10,184 Children... 14 | 
i 1872.0 222. eee eee cee eee eee cee eee cece tee ecceeeeees 13,495 Ghildren.. 73 

1873 2.2 cnn ce eee cee es cee cee cece cece cen seteecenecce 7,116 Children.. 74 
a OTA 2-2 ee cee eee cee eee ee cee cee teen teen ee reeseees 2,320 Children... 51. | 

Po Children...-.. --2. 2-220 eee ee eee cee ee cece eee eee eee) 816 | 

2 Oo Total... cececsacceeececceececcceseceececeeceseceses 86,692 Ta 7 
7 ° | oe - ‘ 7 : 

to Some of these have left, gone up and down the coast, to Chili, Eeua- | 
i dor, and Colombia; some to California, The minister of foreign affairs. 

, thinks there are now over 60,000 in Peru. This is hisidea from the 
qo _partly-completed census about to be published. | ey 

. As a result of the treaty and convention between this.country and 
4 China, signed at Tientsin, June 26, 1874, and of the law of June 16, 

fo 1875, copies of which I inclose, the house of Olyphant & Co., of Hong — 
a Kong, China, and New York, have, through one of their firm,who is 
to - now here, entered into an arrangement with the Peruvian Government 
3 _ to establish a line of steamers between Callao and ports in Asia. 

, On the 8th instant, in the Chamber of Deputies, questions were put 
: . to the government relative to this contract for explanation, and I have | 
7 _ jearned from parties who are informed that the minister of the treasury 
i has asked for some alterations and modifications; that the company | 

_ shall receive 160,000 silver soles per annum instead of pounds sterling. 
1... -T judge there will be other reasons for opposition to the contract, par- 
; ticularly in the clause 19 binding the government to give cargoes of 
to : guano and nitrate at Calloa, as those articles are shipped directly from 
; the ports or places where produced, and would be expensive to ship to | 

- Callao and then reship from there. _I was informed by one of the depu- | 
i. - ties that the contract was too partial to the house of Olyphant & Co.,as. | 
po it was binding on one side only—the government. | —— 

: A line of steamers. for immigrants direct from China would make a 
2 | great improvement in the Chinese status here, as by this treaty he would 
‘ come freely as an immigrant, and not under the former odious system 

| of a colonist slave, which no doubt admitted great abyses at both ends;



pe BT 
in China, by man-stealing, kidnapping, and the emptying of thejails, and 
here in brutal treatment bv the contractor of coolie labor. | : 

/ | x  * &  # oo ® He * | : 

| Tam&, ie 
Lie a ae - RICHARD GIBBS. —ieséSF 

| BR, 248, oe oo, | 

| ie Gibbs to Mr. Fish 

Np. 122] 0s marion or vHe Unite States, = J 
Lima, Peru, January 17, 1877. (Received February 12.) 

| Sir: I have the honor to refer to my dispatch No. 108, of November > 
- 21, last. I there wrote that the present Congress was occupied in form-  &§ 

_. ing a new mining code, or, rather, amendment of the old one. UE 
-Tinclose an extract from the South Pacific Times, of Callao, with the = : 

- amended mining law as passed in Congress and signed by the President, ee | 

_ January 12. This law has been. received with great favor by the press | | 

of this city with one exception, the church party’s organ, La Sociedad. — 
The word “claim” is a “ pertenencia” or “amparo” of 200 varas square, | ; 

as explained in the above-mentioned dispatch. — a _ _ oe, 

Po - —  . RIGHARD GIBBS. | | 

oe Oo [Enclosure in No. 122.] ee - fos se : 

, _-[Eixtiact from South Pacific Times, of Callao] = 5 gs | 

| a AMENDED MINING-LAW OF PERU. oe a : 

- _ Congress having passed the following law, it has now been promulgated by order ot - 
- President Prado: = =. OC re a 

. _ARticLE 1. A tax of 15 soles per six months is hereby imposed on each claim or mine, - 

of whatever dimension it may be - 
Art. 2. Claims or mines of coal, petroleum, or gold are subject to the tax imposed = f 

‘bythe foregoing article. : 
Art. 3. Tunnels, machinery, or other handiwork will not render a mine or claim oF 

- exempt from this tax. | Cg i 
- ART. 4. Owners of mines or their attorneys will pay into the office appointed by law’ | 

the tax imposed by articlel, 
ArT. 5. The punctual and continuous payment of this tax is requisite for the legal pone | 

7 ownership of a mine, whether it be in work or idle. The owner who ceases to pay in. | of 
-. six months will lose allright or claim to the property... a | 

_ Art. 6. All claims to a mine will be null and void if it be proved that the owner — 
_ thereof had not paid the tax hereby imposed, even though he does not work the prop- | &§ 

ety Be Gee ia Te gg NT | 
: Art. 7. No claim to a mine or the ownership thereof, although it be worked by the ok 

defendant, will be heard in a court unless the person bringing the suit produce proof : 
' that. he has paid the tax. . a : . : 

ArT. 8. Each claim and mine is indivisible in the payment of this tax. |  &§ 
ART. 9. Each claimant at law to the possession of a mine shall pay the total amount Oo 

-.. of the tax, and any one who does not so pay will lose all title to the property. — ’ 
ArT. 10. The payment of this tax shall be obligatory from the Ist of July, 1877, and 

it shall always be collected within the last two months of each half year. re 
| _ Art. 11. The proceeds of this tax shall be applied as follows: | oe | &— 

| 1. To cover the expenses of, the school of architects and miners. . OE 
‘ . 2. To pay a corps of mitiing-engineers, who shall be employed in the different mining oo 

regions. _ eid he wops Se Se = ae : 
3, To-generally advance mininginterests. 
ArT. 12. Every person who has or believes he has a claim to a mine, whether it be — |
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. : - : 

j idle or at work, shall present to the proper mining/committee, before June 30 next, a 2 
i: legalized copy of his titles to the same, and the committee shall give a duly legalized | 
: receipt for the same to those interested. | ES ce 2 
: ArT. 13. The territorial mining committees shall open a register of mines, in which 
2 they shall make certified copes of the documents presented to them, in accordance : 
: with the previous article and such as may be issued hereinafter. a oe 
! Art. 14, Directly such copies shall have been taken, they shall be forwarded to the 
4 administrative section of the treasury, where they shall also be copied, and subsequently 
3 | placed in the archive which will be formed for this purpose. | ee 
4 ART. 15. The administrative section of the treasury will form, from the register thus | 
| _ kept, a general tax-list, which shall be divided into mineral districts. In this tax-list 
q there shall be inscribed: (1) the name and class of mine; (2) the name of the owner 
1 thereof; (3) the number of the claims of each owner; (4) the sigp, and situation of | 
i each claim; (5) the tax which each owner has to pay. a | 
j ART. 16. The said tax-list shall be published during March and September of each 
4 year, and during April and October the prefeets, subprefects, and territorial commit- “ | 
| ——- tees hall receive a sufficient number of copies to enable them to give it due publicity. 
j . ART. 17, In all subsequent publications of this tax-list only owners will be included | 
{ who have paid the tax for the previous six months, as provided in articles 1 and 2 and 
4 as proved by the lists of the collectors; and there shall only be added to the said tax-. 
| list the claims which are duly inscribed in the mining register. ae 
fo Art. 18. The tax-collectors shall send in a report during February and August em-— 
| bracing the mines which have paid the tax during the previous six months. | | 
i ArT. 19. All claims of which the owners shall not have complied with the obligations - 
| of article 12 by the 30th June, 1877, shall again become the property of the State, : 
| and may. be claimed by other parties in conformity with the law, and the last possessor 
| shall enjoy no claim thereto after the expiry of that date. Should he endeavor to do 
| so, the judges will pay no attention to the suit. | ee ee | 

ART. 20. In the absence of a territorial mining committee, the judges of first instance, 
; in their respective provinces, shall exercise all the administrative and judicial powers : 

: conferred on the mining deputies. | | 
ArT. 21. The mining deputy, or judge of first instance acting in his absence, in the 

performance of his duty shall not collect more than ten soles for his expenses during 
: the first league, or more than two soles for each league thereafter. Notaries shall re- : 

| ceive one-half the amount of these fees, and witnesses and arbitrators as may be agreed : 
upon with those interested. : | _ | Oe a 

ArT. 22. Foreigners may acquire and work mines in the republic, and in so doing — 
shall enjoy all rights and be subject to all obligations of natives with respect to the. / 

; ownership and working of mines, but they cannot exercise any judicial functions under. 
the mining laws. — . | eS ad alae oa, | | eee : 

| ART. 23. Building-stones, sand, salt, clay, slate, and other similar substances, shall 
_ belong to the owner of the land in which they are discovered. In working they shall — : 

| not be subject to the mining ordinances, and in State or town lands they shall be com- 
| mon property, although corporations may cede to private individuals the right to work 
4 these substances in conformity with the laws and dispositions in reference thereto. | 
j | ART. 24. The engineers of the municipal districts will be bound to prepare a practical 
1 _ course of mining and tunnel-driving in order to educate skilled mechanics, and in so 
| doing shall be guided by the plan which shall be drawn up by the president of the —_— 
. -Inining college. ee I 
| Art. 25. This law in no way refers to salitre (raw nitrate). : an 

| Art. 26. The executive will draw up as speedily as possible regulations for the. col- 
; lection and payment of the tax and for the mining register, which shall be particularly 

lucid in all relating to the facility of affording proof of the payment or non-payment | 
to _ Of the tax, and in designating the officesin which it shallbe paid. 

ART. 27, All mining ordinances and all laws in reference thereto, which in any way | 
| are affected by this law, are hereby repealed. © | | ee 

| a No. 244400, 2,2 | | 
| a So | | Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Hrarts.  - | | | 

1 No. 147.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
L. LE Lima, Peru, May 11,1877, (Received June 1.) | 
| -—s Sr: In my dispatch No. 107, of November 13 last, on the status of | 

the Chinese in this country, I referred to a contract, then in treaty, be-
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tween the government of this country and Mr. H. S.Geary,an American 4 
citizen and partner of the house of Olyphant & Co., China. ; | 

After a great deal of discussion the contract was finally signed and SS 

approved of by the President of the republic, April 20. Iinclosecopy = —& 
of Mr. Geary’s second proposition and the modifications proposed by | o£ 
the government, which were accepted by him. _ OER ey 

My opinion is that this proposed new immigration will be important ae | 

| and of great advantage to this country. Many attempts have been | 

| made to. induce European immigration, but up to the present have failed, a 

there being so many other fields more favorable than Peru. co oS 
| Here the Chinaman is an industrious, hard-working, patient laborer ; | 

_ the climate all along the coast, where the great agricultural fields exist, | 
suits him; his wants are few, and he saves money, when other races live Oo 
in penury and misery under the same circumstances. HES ee | 

| As this plan for Chinese immigration is altogether different from the | 
| old one of coolie-labor, the immigrant arriving freely without any tram- ys 

~. mels, choosing his own work, and earning good wages, at the least one coo’ 
gol per day, with certain knowledge of employment, there will bea 

superior class of emigrants to leave China for a country which theyhave  —— 

| some knowledge of, through their countrymen, of whom many traffic up 4 

and down the coast from San Francisco to Callao. _ wo : 

The standing of the old and well-known house of Olyphant & Co., of | 

Hong-Kong and New York, is quite a guarantee that they will not be —s 
| a party, nor lend their influence, to any. system that will in any manner UR 
| _ be the cause of abuses, as were perpetrated under the name of coolie. — & 

labor of former times, which was slavery. es | Ee 

| — | am, &e., ee ee a - a 
pee Oe RICHARD GIBBS. = —séS 

| . [Inclosure in No. 147.) an ee oS 

| [From the South Pacific Times.] | | . oo oe 

| STEAM COMMUNICATION BETWEEN PERU AND ASIA—CHINESE IMMIGRATION. ee TS - | 

po The following is the amended proposition of Mr. H. Seymour Geary, of Messrs. Oly- cE 

,  phant & Co., on this subject, which, if agreed to, will be allowed to take the place of. ESS, 
the contract already made, and attached to it is a decree of government issued con- — | 
sequent thereon. These documents we comment on in our editorial columns: , | 

a . . a ‘[Translation.] _ | | be Bok oe | 

Your Exce.ttency: I, H. Seymour Geary, a partner and representative of Messrs _ oe 
| ~ Olyphant & Co., of China, Hong-Kong, and New York, in the United States of America _ 

respectfully state : That the Peruvian chargé d’affaires in China and Japan expressed 
in Hong-Kong to the house which I represent, the great interest felt by your excellency a | 

- and Peru in the establishment of a steamship line between Peru.and Asia for the pur~ : 

pose of facilitating the immigration of free Chinese laborers to Peru under the pro-  & 
| visions of the treaties recently ratified by this republic and the Celestial Empire, and | ; 

as Messrs. Olyphant & Co. believed that they could carry out the scheme which at | . | 
| present interests so seriously the agricultural and other industries of this country, I : 

/ came to Peru some months ago, at the invitation of and accompanying the representa- | oe 
tive of Peru in China and Japan, and I placed before your excellency a proposition oe ; 

- which, after due consideration, led to the repeated discussion of the contract and the 
- observance of legal forms contained in the supreme decree of 2d November, 1876, and } ws 

| _ published in No. 46 of the official paper, E] Peruano, issued on December 11 of last year. | : 
Although the said decree is legally a definitive official act, as some doubts have _ : ; 

| arisen as to the convenience of some of its clauses, and I am desirous as a bond fide. |  &§ 
contractor that the agreement should consult the interests of and be equally satisfac- 
tory to both parties, I have determined to apply to your excellency and to propose the - I 
new contract which follows, the acceptance of which by your excellency will render a : 
the existing one null and void. _ ; me . oe
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i ARTICLE 1. Messrs Olyphant & Co. will establish a line of steamers between Peru. 
and Asia, and for this purpose will form a company of which they will be the general 

bo agents in Asia during the existence of this contract. oe ee 
i. : ART. 2. Each steamer shall be capable of carrying one thousand passengers, more or 
i. less, and shall be so fitted as to comply with all the laws and regulations of the colony: 

of Hong-Kong. | SO | - : | 
j __ ART. 3. This contract shall remain in force for five years from the day on which the | 
vo first steamship leaves China for Peru, and during this term the steamers shall make od 
a twenty-eight round voyages, three of these being made during the first year, four. 

during the second, and seven during each of the three succeeding years.: a | 
| ArT. 4. The first steamer shall leave China six months after this contract is signed, _ 
1 and the company will appoint fixed dates for all subsequent departures. 

. ArT. 5. All the vessels of the company will carry a doctor and asupply of allmed- = 
| icines which may be required ; and medical attendance and medicines will be supplied 

gratis to the passengers during the voyage. — ; | 
3 : ART. 6. The Government of Peru will appoint Messrs. Olyphant & Co. special emi- 
j | gration agents of the Republic of Peru in China and Hong-Kong during the term of this . 

; contract, in order that they may facilitate emigration and exercise the requisite super- | 4 
i vision in regard to the quality of the emigrants leaving China for Peru. : a | 
| ArT. 7. The emigrants shall come to Peru free and spontaneously, and all the stip- | 

ulations contained in the treaties between Peru and China shall be strictly observed. 
ART. 8. The government will provide a place of residence in Callao in which the im-. . 

migrants brought by the company’s ships will be allowed to remain, without charge, 
- . for eight days after their arrival. OS | 

| ART. 9. The vessels of the company will be exempt from all fiscal taxes and muni- 
a cipal dues, in the ports of the republic, and will enjoy the same rights and privileges 

now granted to the Pacific Steam Navigation Company, or which may be granted to : 
3 - any other line. eo! - Be | | | 
Poo ART. 10. The mail-bags will be carried free by the steamers between Peru and Asia, : 
— , and without any expense to the state. , A reduction of 50 per cent. on tariff rates will = 

| a also be made on the passages of government employés. hs, | 
3 ART. 11. In accordance with the law of June 16, 1875, the government will pay the _ — 

company, during the five years for which this contract is signed, a yearly subsidy of | 
i 160,000 soles Peruvian silver money. This subsidy shall be paid in coin, or in nitrate at 
| | should the government so desire. In the latter case the nitrate will be delivered to = 
7 _ the contractors af stated periods during the year,.and in such manner as toenable the 
; oo contractors to receive in,China in proportion the proceeds of the sale of this article on — 
To the departure from China or Hong-Kong of each steamer for Peru. The nitrate will be . 

: sold to the company at the price which is charged by the government at the port of — : 
{ shipment, in the province of Tarapaca, in the epoch of exportation of each cargo. The 

contractors may introduce and sell the nitrate in any part of the world except Europe. : 
qo | _ Art. 12. Should the experience obtained during the first year prove that, notwith- 
| , standing the subsidy granted for each of the following years, during which a larger 
| a -humber of voyages have to be made,the company could not effect these without 

] . . . suffering a loss, then it will have the right to suspend all traffic, and the reciprocal ob- 
po Jigations imposed by this contract will cease, unless the government, by authorization 
3 of Congress, and in. consequence of the importance of the enterprise, the mannerin —~— 
fo which it is conducted, and the benefits derived by the country from the arrival of im- — 
; migrants, should determine to raise the said subsidy proportionately to the larger num- 
to - ber of voyages required. to be made during the subsequent four years. 7 i 
3 ART. 13. In the event of the company failing to perform one or more trips, as pro- | 
a vided. by article 3, it will then pay the government 5,000 soles by way of fine. The | 
: oe company, however, will not.pay this fine if the interruptions in its voyages were caused 4 

_. . by circumstances over which it had.no control. _ os : 7 
’ | ART. 14. If, at the termination of the five years for which this contract is made, the 
: | government should be authorized by Congress to continue the subsidy fora new term = | 
de of years, the company will obtain the preference in-continuing to maintain steam .com- | 

: munication between Peru and Asia, and to receive the new subsidy. | : 
4 . ART. 15. The contractors undertake to introduce as: many immigrants as possible, so- : 

that at the end of each year at least 500 shall have arrived, on an average, by each ~ | 
vessel, | . oo | a ok 

| : Arr.16. As stipulated in the contract of March 11, 1876, made by the government  —_—| 
poo with Sefior N. Tejerina, the government will give the vessels of the company, should the ~ 
: company so desire, a cargo of 1,000 tons of guano in sacks, for each return voyage to. ! 
3 China, but in no case will more than 6,000 tons, yearly, be supplied. Freight on this | 
3 oo guano will be paid at the rate of £3 per English ton of 2,240:pounds. . | 
: ArT. 17. The steamers of the company will be allowed toe touch at Japan whenever | 
: a it is necessary, in order to receive passengers and cargo from that empire. 
3 | ArT. 18. All questions which may arise between the government and the company



- shall be settled by the judges and tribunals of the republie, in accordance with its | | 
‘laws, and in no case shall they give origin to diplomatic intervention. . 

Art. 19. The contractors will be éxempt from the payment of stamp-tax on the no- _ | 
tary’s instrument to be drawn up containing the present contract. o E 

Tima, 17th March, 1877.00 | re Oo 
: ees a | H. SEYMOUR GEARY. | 

oo Mr, Gibbs to Mr. Evarts. | | 

No. 149.) = | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, vs | 

| OEE | Lima, Peru, May 12,1877. (Received Junel.) | &— 

§rr: On the night of the 9th instant a most extraordinary phenome- 
non was noticed on this coast, which has caused considerable damage, as | 
far as heard from, and fears of more, which will not be dissipated until | 
further information can be received. __ ae . | 

It was not what is generally ealled a “ tidal wave,” but a gentle rising | 

of the sea. It came from the south, as its effects were noticed some | t 
| hours in Mollendo before it appeared in Callao. Mollendo is about four | 

hundred miles southeast. pe . ee, i  &| 

Persons of respectability, who saw the movement, state that the sea =, 

would rise gradually, swelling, without rolling or billows,some 10 feet =| 
above the ordinary tide-mark, and then recede in the same manner, = &§ 

| going 4 to 6 feet below low-water mark. This motion was repeated sev- a 

eral times, in fact for hours, and also a most extraordinary mevement _ &§ 

| ofeddies and whirlpools. | 

There is a telegraph-cable between Chorillos (a small town on the 
| coast nine miles south of Lima) and Valparaiso, Chili. Thiscablehascon- &— 

nections in shore-lines laid to various ports on the coast. The chief gl 
- manager of the company informed me to-day that the line has beenin- 

 terrupted at Arica, about one hundred miles south of Mollendo, which —  &§ 
|. interruption, it is supposed, has been the parting of the cable by this ff 

extraordinary movement ofthe sea. | | | 

Tam, &, SR Bs en rs 
po | a | - RICHARD GIBBS. - | 

ae a ge No. 246. | ce | 

oe Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Evarts. — oo - | 

No. 150.) | LEGATION OF THE. UNITED STATES, | af 

| bape Boe a Me Lima, Peru, May 12,1877. (Received June l.). 2 | 

-. . rr: I have the honor to refer to my dispatch, No. 127, of February | 

3, on the political affairs of the country. After the closing.of the Con- «| 
- gress, the government commenced to make changes in many depart- | | 

~ ments in the prefects and: subprefects; also some other places of various: _ | 
classes of employés. The department and municipal councils, in mak- | 

| ing their changes, were accused of fraud by the civilists, and also of __ a 
having illegally admitted some of the members, who were not, asstated, = ~— ff 

-. Jegally elected by the members of the council. These acts apparently | | 
| threw the power firmly into the hands of the present administration, and
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_ destroying that of the civilists, the ousted members appealed to the 
; supreme government, which decided, by decree, against them, and their: | 

_ only hope now will be by a tedious litigation in the supreme court. 
: .  * * * ° ne *% *% MB 

: There now appear to be three parties: Civilists, Pradists, and Piéro- | 
lists, as you will perceive, according to the proclamation referred to in. 
this dispatch. Be oy | 

| On the night of the 6th instant a few subaltern officers seized the best 2 
: _ ship in the Peruvian navy, the iron-clad Huascar, in Callao Bay, and, 
; taking some parties aboard, left the harbor about half-past 8 p.m. She 

: , is of a thousand tons capacity, built in England in 1864, plating four | 
: and a half inches, with one turret, nine and a half inch plate; has a crew | 
: of about a hundred and eighty men, capable of accommodating six hun- 

dred ; formerly steamed about eleven to twelve knots; now about eight, 
per hour; has two 300-pound guns in her turret, and two small ones out- 

: _ side. When it was known here at Lima, the morning of the 7 th, there 
7: was not much excitement. The papérs were filled with official notes on 
| the matter, which showed, to some degree, ‘great negligence or criminal-. 

ity on the part of others in the navy. The Huascar had just come out 
| of dock, had been cleaned, refitted, coaled, and well provisioned for a 
i long period. _ | eS a 

| - The rebels who have taken the vessel are mostly subaltern officers of 
| no standing in thé navy, and the crew did not apparently join willingly 

: with the revolters. A few resolute, determined men could have checked : 
the revolt. Some persons from this city joined the rebels, or rather were 

4 _ apparently leaders. One of them has been notorious as an adherent of 
: | Piérola, having been banished from the country for former political 

offenses. He, Col. F. Larrafiaga, returned a short time ago, under bond 
po _ of honor given to the minister of the interior, = A | 
1 On the 8th, the government issued a decreee declaring theirnon- —_— 

responsibility for any damage that might be done by the rebels to 
| foreign interests, a copy and translation of which I inclose. — Se 
4 On the 10th, I received a note from the minister of foreign affairs, _ 
: | with an authentic copy of the decree above referred to, of which E 

- Anclose copy, translation, and copy of my answer. ge Se ( 

_. The government, it appears to me, has been very dilatory in its. 
movements; but this I believe is due to the cause that the other ships 

| of war and monitors were not ready for active service. Yesterday, at 
| half-past 5 p. m., a small squadron of war-vessels and transports left 
| . _ Callao, having on board two battalions of infantry and a brigade of 
to artillery—in all, twelve hundred and seventy-five men. The vessels are 
bo the Union and Independence, with the monitor Atahualpa, towed by an- | 

English merchant-steamer, purchased at thé last moment by the Peru- —_ 
q - Vian government. The squadron were in sight at four o’clock this after- 
3 noon, when they appeared to have made a final start for the south. | 

Oo _ Everything here in Lima is quiet, and, to me, apparently, an indiffer- 
: ence to the whole affair exists; if there should be an uprising in the 

3 south favorable to Piérola, it may change the state of affairs here. | | 
| — . The minister of war, Mr. Pedro Bustamante, has taken charge of this 
i division, and will direct the operations, if any, in the south. The 

inspector-general of the national guard, and general of division, Mr. 
Juan Buendia, will act as minister of war during the absence of Mr. | 

4 Bustamante. a | ” 

| England and France are well represented on this coast by fine squad-
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rons. On the 7th instant, just in the right time, the Shah, flag-ship of 
-- Her Britannic Majesty’s squadron in the Pacific, anchored in Callao. OE 

She is one of the new and tormidable iron-clads of the British navy. | 
a oe ek | * O# Ok * | | 

Tam, &e,  - | | 7 . | | 
suse oe RICHARD GIBBS. | 

7 - | ee [Inclosure 1 in No. 150.—Translation. | | . oe | | 

| | [Brom the South Pacific Times, of May 10, 1877] ee | | 

"The President has issued a proclamation regarding the seizure of the Huascar, which | 
. we translate below: , | . Ee m es Geo | 

- Mariano I. Prado, constitutional President of the republic, considering that the dis- : 
_ loyalty of a few of the officers of the monitor Huascar, aided by other bad citizens,has 

led to the taking of said vessel from her obedience to the national government, there- = 
fore I decree: 5 ge 7 |  -E 

ist. That the authors and their accomplices in the crimes committed on board the UE 
monitor Huascar, on the night of the 6th instant, be subjected to due process of law. - 

| 2d. That the government denies all responsibility for whatever acts the said insur- oa : 
. gentsmaycommit. a, 7 wa, . of 

3d. The government authorizes the capture of the Huascar, and offers to satisfac- . 
- torily recompense any. person or persons, not belonging to the crews of the vessels com- | of 

_ posing the squadron of operations, who may cause her subniission to the authority of -t 
the government or contribute toward it. SE oy Brg wf ~E 

- ‘The minister of war and marine is charged with the due execution of this decree. -— SE 
Given at the government house in Lima.on the 8th day of May, 1877. | | oe 

a Co | | MARIANO I. PRADO. LE 

ae “ E ee - : [Inclosure 2 in No. 150.—Translation.] | coe 

No. 8.] | | Ministry or Foreign AFFAIRS, | _ 7 
- | | Lima, May 8, 1877. 

a ‘Sir: A few naval officers have taken from its duty to the national government the — | 
monitor Huascar, of our navy, in the bay of Callao, on the night of the 6th. This act, oe 

| although of no consequence to the constitutional order of the country, carries in itselt «§ 
all the gravity of a military crime of magnitude, and with it the possibility of greater - oe : 
evils which the abuse of force may cause transitorily to navigation, to commerce, and 7 &§ 

_ private property on the coast and in the ports of the republic. The measures adopted = ~— i 
. by the government will soon restore this vessel to the obedience of the national au- - . &-£ 

thority. Meanwhile, it has considered it a duty to avoid all responsibility of thena- | 
tion for any arbitrary acts of the rebels, and to facilitate that submission by enacting }  &| 

- a supreme decree, of which I have the honor to remit to your excellency an authentic UE 

COPY: . eS, | 
-*. Repeating to your excellency the security of my personal consideration, I subscribe —s_ 

myself as the attentive servant of your excellency. > GE 
| Oe : oe JOSE ANTONIO G. yGARCIA. E 
-.. His Excellency Sr. Don RICHARD GIBBS, ~ BOSE EE a OE 

| - Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary = - ee | ok 
oes ee a, of the United States of America. — — oo 7 fe f 

ee me oe [Inclosure 3 in No. 150.] a oo | a : 

No.5] - LGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
ge voap Be | : Lima, Peru, May 11,1877. — | 

_ _ §rr: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your excellency’s note No.8, dated = ~—i*é& 
_ May 8, inclosing an authentic copy of a decree given by his excellency the President | 

of the republic, relating to the abduction of the monitor Huascar, on the night of the - GE 
6th of May. I have the honor to inform your excellency that I will forward to my — 

_ government a copy of the decree referred to. a | oe | of 
I reiterate to your excellency my most distinguished respect and esteem. | — ee 

| eR oe pe ee ka a oe RICHARD GIBBS. — | 
His Excellency Sr. Dr. Don José ANTONIO Garcfa y Garcfa, aE oe 

oa | ais | Minister of Foreign Relations. cs OE
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| , ee | Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Evarts. gs of 

| No. 155.J | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
, BS Lima, Peru, May.19, 1877. (Received Junei2.) 

| «Str: Referring to my dispatch No. 149, of 12th instant, relative to 
| _. the phenomenon of the rising of the sea in the bay of Callao, whereinI 

, Stated the fears entertained of more serious disasters at the south, these 
: - _ fears have been confirmed, as the damage, ruin, and distress, on the | 

| southern part of. the coast of Peru, to life and property, have been im- | 
4 - mense, in which, unfortunately, the United States has been a sufferer 
j in shipping property.  — | - Se | 

a * * * % € % a | 

a _ . The injury to the interests of the republic is incalculable; the guano 
7 | deposits being greatly damaged by destruction of the works for trans- 
: | portation and loading, which will take a great deal of time and money to | 
fo replace ; also of a large amount of this material lost in vessels destroyed : 

Po _ and washed away, or rendered useless by the upheaving of the sea. 
2 _ ‘Fhe same also as to the nitrate works at Iquique, destruction of facto- : 

| _ ries and large deposits; all of which is very unfortunate for this unhappy = 
: country under present circumstances, and particularly affeeting the in-- | 

= come of the national treasury, so deeply overburdened with demands : 
| against its revenues. —— : - . ae a oo 
| I see by the daily papers that the loss alone at Iquique is over 3,000,000 
, of sols, including 320,000 quintals of nitrate. a — So 

i. _ A great part of the coast has no water-courses or rivers, as'it never 
1 rains, and the supply is from large condensing apparatus, or machinery, | 

: that has been destroyed, leaving numbers without fresh water. _ ue 

, (Ea alge SRT RT ee RICHARD GIBBS. . 

re eee No. 248.0 | - Re 

: Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Evarts. oo 

| 7 No. 159.] oe LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | ( 
| | tama, Peru, June 1, 1877. (Received July 9.) 4 

pe Sir: I have the honor to refer to my previous dispatch, 158, of May : 
qd | 28, relative to the affair of the monitor Huascar. wo By : 
- On the evening of 28th the press published extras stating that the 

- Huascar had arrived at Pisaqua, in the south, and ordered the place to— 
| | surrender. The forces of the town prepared for a defense, but a party 
: | of 80 men from the Huascar, under the cover of her guns, landed, and | 

2 the town was taken after a skirmish. It appears that Piérola’s design . - | 
1 was to penetrate to Tarapaca, in the interior, where it is supposed he 

ee has followers. ; a - | - | 
The government vessels Independence, Union, and Pileomayo arrived 

' at that port on the 29th and attacked the Huascar, which, according to | 
| the official reports, was within rifle-shot of the attacking vessels; the 
| Huascar, under the cover of the night, left, and the town of Pisaqua was 

: reoccupied by the government troops; the national vessels went to the 
| a port of Iquique, some 40 miles south. On the 30th the Huascar ap. 
to peared off the port of Iquique, and sent a flag of truce to the fleet, stat. 3
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‘ing that Her Britannic Majesty’s ships Shah and Amethyst had attacked ke, 
-. them (the Huascar) and with which they had fought, and now asked = § 

the assistance of the government vessels to assist and fight the Hnglishe = 
- The commander of the squadron refused, and consulted with the gov- | 
ernment. The government answered to take the Huascar at all hazards. OF 
This news arrived here at Lima at 3 p. m. on the 30th, and it was reported i | 
all through the city that the Huascar had been captured by the Shah.  &=§ 
Many other rumors were spread around that the Huascar had been ~~ 

- driven ashore by the English fleet and the crew captured by the author- OE 
ities. a CUS TE ee a — - | | 

 . A great deal of feeling had been excited in reference to what was — «ff 
- galled British intervention, and all parties here seem to be united of 

| against this so-ealled interference. = | - | eae  & 

~ Atd p.m, on the afternoon of the 30th there was much excitement, | t 
and the principal streets were filled with small groups discussing the — a 
matter. Noone thought of Piérola or the revolution; it was a deep rage Lee os 
and passion against the English. _ re es f 

| - At8 p.m. the streets around the main square and fronting the palace = ff 
: were filled: with groups more or less excited. Some addresses were —— Ff 
; made, all on the shame cast, as it was thought, on Peru. These groups , © & 
| ~ consisted, as far as I could perceive, of well-dressed, apparently respect- = =f 
| — able people; in a half an hour afterward I heard cries of “viva Peru Mobo 

and “death to the English.” Finding the people terribly excited, I re- ff 

| turned to thelegation, © | — | 
+ [was informed that: afterward the troops were put under arms and > 

| the police force all ready. At 11 p.m. the crowd went to the govern-  _ | 
i ment house to ask explanations of what had really happened, sending _ | 

- jn a commission. They not returning, the mob yelled for the President, | | 
'- who came out on the baleony and made a short address) * * * * - , 
_ he troops were now under arms, surrounding the palace, and their de- Ef 

termined appearance stopped all further movement, and long after mid- of 
-. night the crowd gradually dispersed. * * * * Yesterday, the 31st, | 

jin the morning, a proclamation from the prefect was posted around the  ——i 
- gity. * * * * At midday the following telegram was published by | OO; 

the press in “extras:” - oo : TN a 

oe Oo FQuiquE, May 31—8.45 a. m. 
_. The Huascar has capitulated to the national fleet. Guarantees to thecrews. Piérola_ | 

| will not accept any. | : | ee | | ee re 

| - This caused great excitement, and many think that it will be the end. . 
| During the afternoon the streets were filled by an excited, moving  -E 

- erowd, troops being posted in many places.. A dispute took place be- = —— & 
tween some cavalrymen and citizens, a few shots were fired, and one or 

| two persons slightly wounded. > ee , | 
_.. The main plaza and approaches to the palace were kept clear. At 9 : 

| -p. m. I passed through the streets, which were mostly deserted except = — § 
by-troops and police patrol, but an ominous silence seemed to be over all. ae | 

--- [have no doubt that the reports and excitement got up yesterday = 
and the evening previous are part of a design to start a revolution or = 
trouble of some kind. Accusations are freely made that the govern- _ &- 
ment was in a complot with the British admiral to take the Huascar. _ of 

| These reports are made to injure the government and to inflame the peo- | 
. ple’s national feeling, ~ © | ce TEER ee oe | 

| - If it had turned out to be true that the Shah had sunk or captured ot 
the Huascar, I much fear there would have been an attack on the
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j English residents here, which to the mob would be all foreigners, and | 
4 some terrible scenes would have been enacted. a eee : 
: | _Piérola and friends are prisoners aboard of the Independence on their 

way to Callao. | a ot SS 
| . Lam, &e., | , te | 
| ne RICHARD GIBBS. 

| | oe oe, No. 249. © - - a | 

| a Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Evarts. — | | 
‘Now16l.)0 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 

i Lima, Peru, Tune 12,1877. (Received July 9.) 
i. Str: In my dispatch No. 159, June 1, I referred to the fight between | 
4 the rebel ship Huascar and Her Britannic Majesty’s ships Shah and 

| Amethyst. The first great excitement has passed, but a deep feeling of . 
| resentment remains against this so-called intervention of the English | 

_ ‘men-of-war, which has stirred all Peru, making Piérola a great hero, 
| the name of revolutionist being nearly forgotten, at the same time there 

| is a proud sentiment of the brave resistance of the Huascar, and which 
is thought a naval victory. Up to the present, I should state that all : 
the accounts of the fight have been ex parte, all from Peruvian sources. 

: I gave a description of the Huascar in my dispatch No. 150, of May 12. 
1 _ The Amethyst is a wooden corvette of 1,890 tons displacement, 14 guns, 
3 and 2,144 horse-power, The Shah is not an armored vessel, as I mis- 

: takenly stated in a former dispatch, but of iron framing and cased with 
; wood; 5,700 tons displacement, and 7,500 horse-power, 10 guns broad- | 
a side and 3 heavy 300-pound swivel guns, with the Whitehead torpedo- | 
| system. * * * Ido not understand how the Huascar escaped being 
yo sunk or captured, for it was understood that the Shah by her torpedoes 
1 could do great damage; or it may be, as said by some persons here, that : 
! the Shah did not wish to destroy the vessel. _ ee ss mg 
i __ From the various accounts published by the press of this city, have 
t extracted the following items: = = = os 4 
fo The fight commenced by the Shah firing at 2.25 p. m., the English | | 
: retiring at 5.50. The Huascar fired the last two shots. Over 300 pro- 
: jectiles of all kinds were fired from the two British vessels, of which 80 
: | struck the Huascar. The Shah had mitrailleuses, and when near used 

| them. Only one bomb penetrated the Huascar, which killed one soldier 
1 and wounded various persons by splinters. ‘Che Peruvian flag, from — 
: the peak, was shot away; it was then hoisted aft by a sergeant and a 

boy under a heavy fire; the sergeant was wounded in two places by — 
: splinters. Everything above deck, boats, masts, bridges, chimneys, all 
{ except turrets, were swept off by the heavy fire of the English vessels. , | 
4 _ _The whole affair goes to show that vessels like the monitor Huascar, | 
i; 4 of fair speed and light armor, well handled, are very formidable vessels; | 

, and from what I can learn, if she had had a first-class disciplined crew, 
with proper officers, she would have been more than a match for the _ 

: two vessels which attacked her. ° Peg 4 
The Shah arrived at Callao on the 6th, but left again immediately. 

1 This was a matter of prudence, for there is no doubt, if she had re- 
: mained, conflicts would have taken place with any of the crew that 
| might have come ashore; also her officers would have been exposed to | 
| | insult, * * * The combat took place near Ilo, and was plainly 
4 visible from the shore. : . | | | | 
| Iam, &., er - mo 

| - | | RICHARD GIBBS. 

, | | | oe |
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- a No. 250000¢~CO - 

a 7 Mr, Gibbs to Mr. Evarts. | 

No.162.] = ~~ ~—«CLEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, I 
| ARR E n8 Lima, Peru, June 12, 1877. (Received July 9.) of 

Str: Since my dispatch No. 159, of 9th instant, an apparent conspir- | 

~ acy to change the government was attempted and has failed. The ex- 

- gitement of the affair of the Huascar and Her Britannic Majesty’s ships . 

Shah and Amethyst had subsided, but a deep feeling remained against’ “ 
the government by charges that there had been connivance with the I 

| British admiral to attack the Huascar. =  ,. © | 

| The press of the evening of the 1st instant published the information  & 

| that the ministers had resigned in a body; Mr. Buendia, minister of = <&§ 

war interim, also, as the actual minister, Mr. Bustamente, was in charge NE 

‘of the troops at the south. The resignations were accepted by the Pres- | 

| ident, except Mr. Buendia, as he was acting only, as stated, and was re- By | 
tained. On the 2d, 3d, and 4th great excitement continued, the stores  — ff 

| and principal places of business being closed; on the 4th, groups were | f 
scattered through the streets, some crying out “ Viva Piérola,” others -  «£ 

Pardo,” and many “ Prado.” a - ie | 

On the morning of the 5th, the city was startled by the information = — f 

| that the troops in Callao had seized the castle, deposing General Prado  £§ 
| and naming in his place General La Puerta, the first vice-president of o£ 

the republic. At 11 news was published that the movement had been | &§ 

| erushed, the conspirators all having surrendered to the forces sent from  *§ 
| this city, the President giving a proclamation. _ a 7 | | 

Tan, &e., | - | ae | 

, oe - RICHARD GIBBS. =~ 

ae | No. 251. | | 

| ) | Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Hvarts. | oo ET 

No.179.] Le@ationor THE UNITED States, = =i istsésS@St 
Sn Lima, Peru, July 20, 1877. (Received August 13.) _ | | 

- §$1rr: The political state of the country is quiet. Mr. Piérola left | 

- _Tquique, it is said by order of the government, and went to Chili, where _ «| 

| he arrived a few days ago. The ultramontane organ La Sociedad has oF 
‘published some very strong articles against the government in reference OE 

to what it calls the ostracism of Piérola. It is generally considered that | | 
: his arrival at Lima would have been, perhaps, the cause of a revolution. — | 

- His companions, adherents, and the officers who were on board of the  =——— ff 
Huascar during the combat with the Shah and Amethyst, arrived at | = § 

| Callao yesterday in the English steamer; twenty-seven persons. Quite 

| an ovation was given them. On stepping ashore, a commission of ladies | 
_erowned them with laurel-leaves. Addresses and speeches were made _ &£ 

jin their honor. On arrival here at Lima a procession was formed which _  &| 
| might be called a triumphal entry into the city, accompanied by bands — 

of music and an immense crowd. They passed through the principal = —_—sif 
streets and plazas, from the balconies of which flowers were profusely ol 

thrown on them as they passed. At the head of the procession persons UE 

carried banners with various inscriptions: = = 0 Bg eds od 
| ‘¢ All render homage to the defender of the national honor.” | of 

ae ‘¢The force of patriotism has conquered English haughtiness.” fi  &-
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| _ ‘‘ He does not remain unpunished who offends the Republic of Peru.” | 
i : “The workmen salute their valiant chieftain.” Sey 

oo _ Two cannons against eighty.” _ SS oy 
| “Phe glory of the sailors of the Huascar is the glory of all Ameri- 
| cans.” | | OS : Pag es 
po ‘¢'The people of Lima enthusiastically salute Don Nicolas de Piérola.” i 

po And many others of the same kind. Sky-rockets and various kinds 
i. - of noisy pyrotechnics were freely used along the line of march, The 

_ procession arrived at the residence of Mrs. Piérola, when the ovation  __ 
:  coneluded, after a great deal of speechifying, all quiet and in good order. 

; | The government, very wisely, I think, refrained from interfering in any 
1 : manner, leaving the partisans of Piérola full play, although I know that | 

there was every preparation to curb any outbreak on the peace of the 
| | city. Itis said that this celebration was gotten up principally by the | 
, heads of the ultramontane party. Dr. Tovar, the leading editor of 

that party’s organ, was one of the principal speakers. ee | 
| Tam, &e, | : oe eo 

, | 7 | RICHARD GIBBS.” 

: a . SO | | No. 252. | 

| oe : Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Evarts. | | : 

1 7 No. 182.] _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, : 
i | . Lima, Peru, August 6, 1877. (Received September 7.) 

: Sir: I have the honor to place before you some information relative 
; , to the various nationalities of the immigrants that have settled in this ! 
1 republic. * * * The Peruvian Government. has made various laws, ! 
t and holds out inducements to immigrants by land-grants.and other 

=: favors, but up to the present has not been successful. The lands offered 
Co ' are to the east of the Andes, and comparatively in a wild region, many 
a - parts occupied by Indians, who are yet in a savage state. Several at- 
1 _ tempts have been made to start colonies, but have advanced very slowly. 

: The communications from the western slope of the Andes, where the 
to greater part of the population exists, are difficult, tedious, and often 

— dangerous, there being no connection except by the old paths, many of. 
| --- them cut centuries past, under the rule of the Incas, so that any pro- 
to ducts from the other side are brought over in small packages on. mules 
/ or llama backs, being a slow and costly route. Outlets on the eastern 
| oo side, it might be said, there are none, if I except the dreams of the | 
po _ Peruvian statesmen, navigation through the tributaries of the Amazon, —| 
| _ the Ucayali, Tambo, Urubamba, Hualiaga, Maration, Purus, and others, 

| that go through immense regions, wild, thinly populated by afew Peru-° | 
i : vians and aborigines. The Purus is navigable for light-draught steamers 

to to within 400 miles of Lima. Room for immigrants there is plenty. | 
i Prescott estimates Peru contained some fifteen millions of inhabitants = | 
, ' at the time of the conquest. From what I have seen of ancient cities, 

| ---: ruins, and immense burial-fields, I have not the least doubt that there 
. has been in past time a busy, swarming population of over twenty mill- 

ions of people, for every foot of available land was cultivated, the — . 
Jo. Andes. being terraced up to the snow-line. | | wy 
4 A. decree was signed December 17, 1872, by the then President of the 

| | Republic of Peru, Mr. Pardo, forming a society for European immigra-- | 
tion to assist immigrants and place them on lands to be given by the : 
republic. The society was to be composed-of twenty-five members, to 

i | be divided into five sections of five each. — | |
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1, For England and Freland. — PN, an Os | 
-. - 2, France, Belgium, and Switzerland... -.... ee | 

. 3 Germany, Austria, and Holland. - OO Ee 
. A, Sweden, Norway, and Denmark. = Co ee | 

5. Italy, Spain, and Portugal | 
_ - ‘Phese sections united were to form a general board, and the presidents | 

of the sections united to form a board of directors. ee | 
ne The society had power ‘to invest'funds voted by Congress, represent _  -§ 

| the immigrants, contract transportation, take care of them on arri- — oo 
| val, forward them ‘to places Where they should reside, distribute lands, oe 

provide them with domestic animals-and seed ‘for planting, procure work = = = . & 
|. for artisans, and has general superintendence over the welfare of the = § 

| immigrant, establish agencies in Europe, and the society to make its =. ff 
- _ gwn rales and regulations... They made some changes, and divided the -- a 
|. gociety into four sections, uniting the third and fourth as above. = = = ° &§ 
_.- -J. suppose ‘there were brought to Peru, under the auspices of this  =—«&F 

| _- gociety, since its foundation, some 2,000 immigrants. Up to May 22, > 
| 1874, only 330 had arrived, mostly Italians.. This society has not been. sO 
| either efficient or prosperous as far can learn orjudge. = © ©. & 
| Of the foreigners residing in this country, I place the English at the ff 
_ head of. the list as -having-the most power and influence. The English- if 
| _ man here cannot be classed as'an emigrant, for he seldom emigrates to = 
| . @eountry that differs from his own in laws, language, religion, and eus- 
| toms, having his own country’s great but thinly inhabited eolonies— = =  § 
| Canada, British Columbia, and, Australia in the first place, and next 2 
| the: United States, where everything assimilates tohis native land. == | & 
| . All'the ‘great commercial houses in Peru are English, afterthe chief - — ff 
i. house is established in London or Liverpool with branches here, Callao, | 

| - and other-perts of the country, and some with branches at Valparaiso. — ff 
| . and other perts of Chili; then England bas a most powerful link that =~ 
| binds all of those establishments in one commercial chain,a power that = ~~ & 
| . gathers up the fruit of the Englishman’s trading operations from every.  ——sé&E 

| part of the coast and takes it to his own market, bringing back articles = . ff 
|  -of use, necessity, or luxury to barter with. Irefer tothe Pacific Steam = = — § 
|  Navigation:‘Company of Liverpool, with a capital stock of £2,958,150, —  &- 
| . -having in their possession over fifty first-class steamers, from athousand = § 
| to ever four thousand tons’ capacity. This company is one of the best = = — § 
| regulated of the many that English‘ commerce commands, taking inte _ | 

|. - eonsideration the number of ‘steamers on its books, the greatlength of = =f 
| the :veyages made, and the various countries visited, receiving or dis- = 
| tributing articles of trade at all. Every fifteen days a steamer leaves = ff 
|. Liiverpool touching at Freneh, Portuguese, Brazilian, Chilian,and Boli- == -—s 

- . vian ports, arriving at Callao, discharges,.and receiving there the pro- = f 
| ducts gathered by the other boats of the company from portsinColombia, =. — ff 
, Ecuador, and ‘Peru, north of:Callao, returns home to Liverpool, retouch- = =———_—sé&E 
| ing at all the above-named -countriés, loaded with the products of the = Et 
| . ‘fields, forests, and mines of South America. rd  &*- 
| . here did exist a line of Chilian steamers that ran in-opposition to = § 
| . ‘the English line between Valparaiso and Panama, touching at interme. _ = 
_.. diate ports‘in Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia, but it has been = ff 
| ‘absorbed into the Pacific ‘Steam Navigation Company, which to-day = = —s_ J 
| . -eommands ‘commercially the whole South American coast, from Pan- oo &§ 
| - ama up through ‘the Straits of Magellan and down to Pernambuco,  —— ff 
| line of 113° of latitude, taking the east. and west coasts, and i aestséi@Sd 
|. drawing from or supplying forty-three ports. This great line-was orig- *| 
| _inally established by an American, Mr. Wheelright, whose statue graces = esd
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Po one of the squares in Valparaiso, and, by proper management and atten- 
; oo _ tion, could have been taken by the Pacific Mail Company yearsago. 
to __ In reading over articles in our newspapers on American commerce. 

abroad, and particularly in South America, I am convinced that there | 
| _ ds only one way to get a hold in this country, and that is by Americans : 

| doing as the English have done, to come with their capital and start 
| | large houses here on this coast, and not wait for orders, as we have to 
| a compete with an established power that has every convenience and 
| | _ facility with the great European commercial center, London. Ce 
bo There are about 2,000 British subjects in. Peru connected with com- 
| merce, steamship companies, railroad and gas companies. The principal —_— 
fo founderies and plumbing establishments are carried on by Englishmen.” __ 
| The most numerous 6f immigrants that have arrived in this country 
| _ are the Italians, and also the same in the other South Americancountries. 
Doo __ This is easily accounted fer by the similarity of religion, the facility of . , 
/ acquiring the language, which is of the same basis as their own, and > 
| the mildness of the climate. = = © |. | as | 

ee _ There are in Peru some 17,000 Italians, in this city about.7,000, and the 
po _ neighboring port, 4,000. They are industrious, law-abiding, peaceable, | 

and a moral class of immigrants, at this time there being in the peniten- 
a tiary only three Italians serving sentences forcrime. There are some.com- | 

ae _ mercial houses, of large capital, and many small tradesmen well todo. | 
_ Nearly all the small grocery stores of Lima, Callao, and the more impor- | 

_ tant towns are owned by them. The principal flour-mills are owned and 
po _.. run by Italians, a prominent branch of industry, wheat being free, and | 
i; - mostly.imported from Chili, while flour pays duty—a discrimination | 

; against the many to protect the interest of a few mill-owners.. Restau- 
| rants and eating-houses are owned by them, and many fishermen along 

| ‘the coast are of this nationality. The Chinaman, with his slow, steady, 
i plodding manner, has encroached greatly on the Italian’s field of corner 
| | : groceries and small eating houses, and generally remains master. There 
|. is one small colony of Italians in the interior, at Chauchamayo, andI 
| have heard itis in a prosperous condition. 7 

: _ The Germans are next in number, there being about 3,000. Someare 
f first-class merchants, and have commercial houses of more or less im- | 
F _ portance in all-of the large cities and in the towns along the coast. 
a Here in Lima the greater part of. the bakers, blacksmiths, and cabinet- | 

/ makers, are Germans. All of the brewers (quite an increasing busi- 
| _ hess) are of this nationality. At Pazuzo there is a small thriving | 
| | colony of Germans, and they have.a monthly line of steamers from | 

_ -.-- Gallao to Hamburg, touching at Valparaiso, Montevideo, and Havre. | 
i : The French number about 2,800, and are mostly located in this cityand < | 
| _ Callao, nearly all shop-keepers and small traders; veryfewin theinterior. 
Po Our countrymen are not emigrants in the true sense of the word; the 
4 . United States offering such immense fields for their enterprise, the few - | 
1 . who go abroad go more for the love of adventure, a roaming disposi- | 

- _ tion, or with an idea of making a fortune within a short time. For | 
7 these reasons I doubt if there are over 500 in all Peru. The greater | 

i part of these came as employés and builders of railroads under the: | 
L _ direction of Mr. Meiggs. Of American commercial houses, I only know | 
i of one old house long established on this coast and two smallerones of. | 
'- a later date; but there is room for others, and I doubt not that with | 

some convenient, secure, and cheaper means of transport than we have ! 
_ now, the product of American industries would soon supplant the infe-- | 

po rior English class that have a monopoly of this whole coast. | —— ! 
| mo | lam, &¢., Oo wo a | 
1 _ a fo . RICHARD GIBBS.
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Ae Fish to Mr. Moran, 

| No.62} - DEPARTMENT oF STATE, =  ~—*& 
eZ Do SB BE Bag IN Seas Washington, November 28,1876. of 

a Sr: I inclose a copy of a letter of the Secretary of the Navy, dated = = § § 

: the 18th instant, in which he suggests the desirability of the co-opera- ; 
| tion of the Governments of Portugal and Brazil in the determination, | 
| __ telegraphically from Paris, of the longitudes of both coasts of South . €§ 

| - You are requested to present the suggestion of the Navy Department = § 

| to the Government of Portugal, and to.inform me of its reply at your ] 

| An instruction similar to this will be addressed to the minister at Rio ——s« 

| deJaneiro, ©0000 ve 
poo Dam, 8 | oo 

PS TE es _,s HAMILTON FISH. &- 

p Mr, Robeson to Mr. Fish, re | 

on | - | | WASHINGTON, November 18, 1876. - (Received November 19.) ae : 1 

Zz Sir: For the purpose of adding to the safety of navigation, it seems desirable that. : 

| __ the longitudes of both coasts of South America should be determined telegraphically = ~—*& 

from Paris, and that the Portuguese and Brazilian Governments should beinvited to = = =§ 

-- go-operate with a sufficient force belonging to our Navy to.attain that end. on 7 | 

: Should one or both of the governments be pleased to co-operate, our naval parties 7 

. would take up the work at any point or points desired by them in the Atlantic, whether oe 6§ 

{ . . at Lisbon, the island of Maderia, the Azores, or Rio de Janeiro, and would continue the { 

| __ work across the continent and along the western coast of South America, wherever the - | 

telegraphic line might exist, and with the approval, concurrence, and such aidasChili ££ 

- -and Peru might be disposed torender. ss. - a ps a oe 

| __ Should either of the governments find it inconvenient to co-operate and be disposed . : 

q to allow our naval parties the necessary facilities, as has been cordially done by several = ~~ 

- governments in the West Indies, the work will be executed by usat the earliest period = § 
_. that may be found practicable by this department. oF : co ane : 

lam, &e, — . pe Cs a oo  &§ 

1 con 2 RS : D Mr. Moran to. Mr. Fish, as Sl a a | 

| (No.104] = = Lsaation or rue UNITED States, | 
f{ =~ Lisbon, November 30, 1876. (Received December 26.) : 

: Sir: The death, recently, of Field-Marshal the Duke of Saldanha, = § 

{ Portuguese envoy near the court of St. James, has caused much regret.~ —— § 

_ in Portugal among nearly all classes, and as he was prominent in the . §& 

4 i military and political movements of his country for more than sixty | §& 

j ‘years, I venture to report his death, and to forward herewith sketchesof = = § 
{ _ his remarkable career, taken from the London Times and the J ornaldo —-:~.—s«&& 

i — Commercio, of Lisbon, Oo Be s  &§
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;  . The article from the Times is singularly unjust to the old field-marshal’s * 
/° * .. memory, and contains assertions which are entirely unsupported by the 
|. facts... For instance, it implies that he submitted to the French on their 
|... invasion of Portugal, in 1807, whereas just the contrary was the case. 
i... He served under Wellington in 1808, and in 1810 commanded a battalion 
/ at the battle of Busaco, receiving a medal from the Regent of England 
po _ for his bravery on that occasion. He commanded a division before 
—-. Bayonne in 1812, and served under Wellington at the battle of Toulouse. => 
a _ I knew him well, and he once told me that he entered London with the — 
i ~ allied sovereigns in 1814 as a brevet brigadier-general, being atthe time 
po but 24 years of age. And another remarkable event in hiscareeristhe 
i fact that -he was a member of the congress of Vienna of 1815, and was 
|. one of those who signed the famous convention entered into by the allied 

_. powers there on the 19th March of that year, sess 
/ The duke was restless, and frequently gave his government trouble. — | 
fa - dn the month of May, 1870, he headed a military revolution in Lisbon, | | 
po which effected the overthrow of his political opponents and placed him | 
i In power at the head of a new ministry, which, however, was of but ~~ 
|  . short duration, as it terminated on the 2d of September following. But | 
Po he was too powerful a rival not to be conciliated, and the mission to 
bo _ London was given him. * * * There he remained until his death, | 
to  ° which took place on the 21st instant, in his eighty-sixth year. = 
- ._- Notwithstanding his political ‘course, the duke was highly esteemed __ 
- by the great mass of the Portuguese people, was an especial. favorite 
|. ‘with the army; and the nation at the moment is paying sincere respect 
__-__. to his memory, and as a mark of national regard a vessel of war has 
sO been dispatched to England to bring his remains in state to Portugal 
bs forfinalinterment in Lisbon. = 0 
_ |» [have often thought that his expedition from England to Terceira, 

_. .in the Azores, suggested that island to Captain Semmes as a fit and 
convenient place to arm and equip the Anglo-rebel cruiser “No; 290.” 

ae _. Saldanha’s design was to aid Dona Maria against Don Miguel... The = 
|. -.. expedition consisted of four vessels, not armed or equipped, but believed = __ | 

ss to be ‘provided with the means of arming the most formidable‘of their 
|. number. His purpose becoming known, and the British Government = __ 
bo believing that it had-committed a breach of neutrality by allowing him = 

to escape, dispatched, at Lord Wellington’s instance, who was then prime = 
/.. - ininister, a naval force, under Captain Walpole, with orders to prevent  =— 
poe _ Saldanha-from landing hismen. Captain Walpole carried out hisorders 
, . effectively. . Saldanha demanded an explanation, claiming that -bisves- 
oo! _. gels were unarmed and were Portuguese, and were bound to an island 
. under Portuguese authority; but getting no satisfactory reply, surren- 
fo _. dered his vessels and men as prisoners. Captain Walpole, however, re- 

.. fused to receive either, and the vessels finally put into a French’ port... | 
. he expedition was nevertheless éffectually broken up by Captain Wal-.- | 

' ..-_- pole, who fired into one of the vessels, killing one and wounding another. | 
bo ~ man. In Dana’s Wheaton, at:pages 566 and 567, is an interesting note > 
I _. on the question of neutrality involved in this expedition and its defeat, 
: and Sir Erskine May gives:a concise history of the affairand the debates 
fo . arising from it in Parliament in his excellent work.on the English con- — 
oo stitution. > ee oe - OO 
/ Phat Lord Palmerston knew of this precedent cannot bedoubted, but = 
po he failed *. * * *. to adopt it as a guide in the case of the Alabama, | 
ho and the world knows with what consequences. |



ORs - fEnelosure Translation}. ssc os oe | 

~s.  FRpom the Jornal do Commercio, Lisbon, November 22, 1876.) . co —  E 

a : oe a ' Lisson, November.21, 1876. = = f 

| _ By a telegram from London we have received the sad news of the.death to-day, at | ne 
10 a. m., in the above city, of the Duke of Saldanha, field-marshal of the armyand = ~  &§ 

- gepresentative of our government at the court of St. James.  &§ 

Notwithstanding the generally well-knowa serious character of the last illness ©. . 9 §f 

: which afflicted the old. marshal, the unexpected news of his death was received with _ § 

|. deep. sorrow, and in the army, especially, it caused the most painful impression. | : 

-- | The Field-Marshal Dake of Saldanha was the greatest. glory of the Portuguese army. f 

_. Trying for the first time the temper of his valiant blade in the defense of the fort of oo -E 

~-.  Porres Vedras against the disciplined troops of the first captain of the century, it can oe 

be said that since then his propitious star has never waned inthe command ofhissol- == as (ssé@iS 

- diers, whom he so well knew how to lead on to victory. rs 
| ~The Duke of Saldanha, greatly admired in the army for the services which he ren- .°~ sf 

dered during the glorious campaign of the Peninsula war, distinguished himself still . a 

_. more in the war for the restoration of liberty and legitimate monarchy by thé side of = = —sd& 

|. . the immortal D. Pedro IV. It was in that struggle that his intelligence, valor, and CE 

ability for the chief command of troops showed itself remarkably. es 
|. Well-known ‘generals, such as’ Marmont, Solignac, Macdonald, and a good many ee 
|. others who took part in our political discords, showed. their inferiority on more than. - 

| one occasion as soldiers invested with the chief command, when fighting either side =. ——sé&§ 

| - by side or against the gallant marshal, whom death has at last removed from the gen- Sl 
i - eral esteem of the nationalarmy, = = _ ae A - 7 oe -g 

Notwithstanding the tempestuous political events through which he passed, not-. oe 
| withstanding his vast learning and deep knowledge of pubiic affairs, the Duke of Sal- of 

_danha’s qualities as a statesman did not correspond with those which distinguished...» : 

| . him asa general. ‘Sacrificing often to the impulse of his heart and personal affections &§ 
| -—s- the duties which political consistency made him. incur or his love of liberty advised him, | en 

_ he had to regain the prestige of his military name with his sword, with his energy.  -- 

and accustomed disregard of danger, and remained at the head of his party. Assuch, — (og 
. his acts in 1851 redeemed his political errors of 1846, as had his valiant services of 

i» 1832 and.1834 pardoned his inconsistencies of 1823. 0 me , oe 

| ‘The memory still remains in all our minds of the enthusiasm with which the whole. = sd 
| - nation welcomed the bold resolution of the marshal in the revolutionary moment of =. E 
_ 1851, and it is not to be denied that it is since that time that tolerance has been estab- = =. Ff 

. 4 lished on a firm basis, and that the constitutional régime has strengthened theecountry. 
a As 4 man and. as.a friend, none ef his bitterest. enemies, which the old marshalhad | = ~~ & 

| - during his long political and military career deny him those excellent qualities. which oo OE 

/ ennobled him. Nobody in fact could exceed his generous feelings, and many are aware _ oe 
| of his repeated proof of charity in the most painful situations, ~~ | 
| . . The name of the Duke of Saldanha is. already in history, and is reserved a glorious. &— 

| place among. the most distinguished captains. and leaders of the Portuguese army. . — § 

* John Charles. Gregory Domingos Vincent Francisco. de Saldanha de Oliveirae Daun, o£ 

| __ first count of Saldanha in 1827; title confirmed on the 14th January, 1833; first mar- sO 
- quis of the same title on 27th May, 1834, and first duke on the 4th of November, 1846; ——s—‘<‘z*&S 

|.» -peer of the realm, councilor of state, marshal of the army, first aid-de-camp of Dom = ———.— & 
Fernando, lord chamberlain of the royal house, president of the supreme court-martial, ae 

i member of the royal academy of sciences, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- = Ff 
’ - tiary of Portugal at London; was born on the 17th November, 1790. He was minister en 

of war from.26th May to 18th November, 1835; president of the council from 27th May. OE 
a to 18th November, 1835; minister of foreign affairs from 20th to 26th May, 1846, the UE 
-' decree nominating the Duke of Terceira ad interim being declared ‘null and void; war, = sf 

| from 26th May to 16th July, 1846; but not being present José Jorge Loureiro adinterim; = 
| president of the council from 6th October, 1846, to 28th April, 1847; war, from 6th of == = = 

October, 1846, to 26th April, 1847; during his absence José Antonio Maria de Souza’ Ee 
|. Azevedo acted from the 4th November, 1846, to the 20th February, 1847,;and Baron = ~~ & 

 Ovar acted from 20th February to the 28th April, 1847; foreign affairs (ad interim) from - oe OE 

| 6th October, 1846, to 28th April, 1847, D. Manuel de Portugale Castro acting duringhis sss 
- absence from 4th November, 1846, to the 23th April, 1847; president of the council = = ~ § 
18th December, 1847, to 18th June, 1849; foreign affairs 18th December, 1847, to 29th ae 
‘March, 1849; war (ad interim), 18th Decem)er, 1847, to 8th January, 1848; interior, 29th =  . & 
March, 1848, to. 18th June, 1849; foreign affairs (ad interim), 3d May to Ist June, 1849, = §f 

| _ through sickness of the Viscount of Castro, 
President of the council, Ist May, 1851, to 6th June, 1856; war (ad interim), 17th May, sd 

-: 1851, to 6th June, 1856; interior, from 1st to 22d May, 1851, Baron da Senhora da Luz act- | 
| __ ing during his absence from 1st to 17th; president of the council, from 19th May tothe = (sad 

29th August, 1870; justice (ad interim), from 20th to 26th May, 1870; finances (adinterim), = = &£
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| --from:20th to 26th May, 1870; marine (ad interim), from 20th to 26th May, 1870; foreign | 
- affairs (ad interim), from 20th to 29th August, 1870; public works (ad interim), from 20th 
i -  .. to 26th May, 1870. - a . vo oo eT 
/. ... + Grand Cross of the Tower and Sword, Order of Christ, of 8. Thiago, of Saint Ferdi- =| 
: oe nand of Spain, of Carlos III, of Leopold of Belgium, of Ernest Pio of Saxe-Coburg- 
q Gotha, of St. Gregory the Great of Rome, of St. Mauritius and Lazarus of Italy, of the | 
; __. Legion of Honor of France, of the Salvador of Greece, of the Netherlands Lion, of the ==> 

‘White Eagle of Russia, of Albert the Valorous of Saxony, and of Leopold of Austria, 
po _ Knight of, the Annunciation of Italy, of Saint John of Jerusalem and of the Golden  G 
+ | Fleece. Oe a - | | P| 
to Commander of the Order of Conception, Portuguese medals of Bussaco, Saint Sebas- 
: tianandthe Nive. == «© . , . | 
4 British medals of Bussaco, Saint Sebastian, and the Nive. . © - 4 
Po | Spanish medals of Victoria, Saint Sebastian, and the Nive, and Toulouse; cross with 
| 7 six clasps, of the campaigns of the Peninsular war. Oo a : | | 
jo , Star of Gold of the Montevidean war. - oo Co e } 
j Medal with nine clasps ofthe campaigns. of liberty; and . oS 
i The gold military medals for courage, good services, and exemplary conduct. 
| . _ He joined the army at fourteen years of age, on the 28th September, 1805;.he never 
i _ was ensign or lieutenant, but passed captain on 24th June, 1806; major, 9th December, = 

oo. 1809; lieutenant-colonel, 5th February, 1812; colonel, 22d June, 1815; brigadier, 22d _ 
fo January, 1818; field-marshal, 6th February, 1826; liettenant-general, 6th June, 1831, 
i . and marshal of the army, 22d September, 1833... | | re 

a No, 255. ee | 

| Se “Mr. Moranto Mr. Fish | 
— , No11..J = —s—( ss ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, > 
po Lnsbon, December 23, 1876. (Received January 13,1877.) 

: - _Stg: For the information of the Department, Tinclose herewith copies | 
Lo, of a brief correspondence which has recently passed between myself.and. — | 
po Mr. Corvo, in respect to the coral-reef discovered on the 17th November . | 

to _ last by Lieutenant-Commander Gorringe, of the United StatesshipGet- 
| _ tysburg, between Fayal and Cape St. Vincent. Commander Gorringe 
! a ‘wrote me from Gibraltar on the subject on the 27th of November and : 
; intimated a wish to have the discovery made known here. Believing ! 
! that the facts might prove useful to commerce and science, I sent 
i. _.. them to the Portuguese Government. I have observed that an account. | 
to _ of the discovery is going the rounds of the English newspapers. SS 
| oe IThave,&, ee 7 i 

Co BENJAMIN MORAN, 

yo | | | ' {Inclosure1in Novi1i.] - Ce ge | 

oO ae | Mr. Moran to Mr. Corvo. | ees foes | 

| | oe 7 a _ Oo LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, oo | 
| Ne a Lisbon, December 55,1876. 

| Sir: For the information of His Most Faithful Majesty’s government, I beg to ac- | 
| quaint you that I have received a communication from Lieutenant-Commander H.H. 
poo Gorringe, commanding the United States steamship Gettysburg, dated at. Gibraltar == 

Co the 27th ultimo, in which he states that on his passage from Fayal to Gibraltar-he dis- | 
po covered a submarine mountain 17,000 feet in height above the adjacent sea-bottom, . 
| 7 the summit of which is capped with a coral. bank, on which he anchored his ship in | 
Poe thirty-two fathoms during the night of November 17 and day of November 18, of 1876. - 
J _.. The anchorage lies 1303 miles south, 75° west (true) from Cape St. Vincent, in lati- | 

tude 36° 30’ north, longitude 11° 38’ west of Greenwich. Lieutenant-Commander Gor- 
ringe will soon return to search for dangerous depths, which he believes exist there. |



_-He adds to this interesting information that the coral is of delicate pink shades.and _ ae | 
--- doubtless of value. - beg SES Los ee DEN a | . UE 

| Should your excellency deem it-.of sufficient interest to the public and to science and 7 | 
-- gommerce to make this valuable discovery known, I shall be much gratified. |  -f 

_ J avail myself of this opportunity to renew to your excellency the assurances of my oe #§ 

highest consideration. Be OS EE  «- 

a cee | OS : BENJAMIN MORAN. | | 
a His Excellency Joao DE ANDRADE Corvo, oe Oe So a | 

ee . Ba : . De SC. SC, fC. oe - 7 7 , a | a : 

ho a ER SALT _[Inclosure 3 in No. 111.—Translation.] oes — oe ee : 

py Corvotto Mr. Morass 

Cas - — Minastryfor FOREIGN AFFAIRS, = | 
_ a | DIRECTION OF CONSULATES AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS. : 

‘Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s note of the 5th in-  &-f 
- stant, in which you inform me of the discovery of a coral-capped reef which thecom- =  —————é«é&E 

|. mander of the United States ship Gettysburg discovered on the 17th of November last = ss 

| on his passage from Fayal to Gibraltar. | Be ee oe 

f The competent department and persons interested in this will give publicity to the  . -§ 

| -- eontents of the note in which your excellency communicates this important discovery. _ = 

|. [avail myself of this opportunity to renew to your excellency the assurances of my == = sé 
| highest consideration. == | | © SO . : tf 

|. Foreign Office, 9th December, 1876. - Se co oo og 

oe : ye — ° JOAO DE ANDRADE CORVO. TS 
' Mr. BENJAMIN MORAN, . mo oN | t 

po | - No. 256. | ree 

? | | Mr. Moran to Mr. Fish. © es 7  *§ 

| No. 117.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, - EE 
| Lisbon, January 3, 1877. (Received January 30.) 

| §Srr: The Cortes were opened on the 2d instant, by the King in person OE 
/ and I inclose herewith a printed copy of the-speech delivered by His.  § 
| Majesty on the occasion to. both houses, together with a translation’ 

| thereof. os LI Ea BPO So | 

| Portugal enjoyed comparative prosperity during the past year, but = — ff 
| the monetary crisis of August last, and the severe tempests whichbegan - sf 

| early in November and still continue with more or less force, have =~ f 
| caused. not a little suffering in the kingdom. But these misfortunes — | 

| have been successfully met by the King and his government, and quiet of 

| and contentment prevail throughout the realm and provinces. = = © ~~ & 
i - Affairs with Spain are friendly, and both nations are doing all they = =| 
| - can to maintain amicable relations. This is not such an easy task as  £§ 

-- might be supposed, taking into consideration the historical prejudices. UE 

| of both peoples and the narrow line of demarkation between the two | 

| . countries; but it has been wisely carried out during the past year. The fg 

| escape and return of persons accused of crime impose much trouble on | 
| both nations; but a conciliatory disposition on both sides and an honest =—s&X 
| adherence to the letter and spirit of treaty stipulations do much to ——s ff 
| enable the respective countries to enforce their obligations in these 

~  - There is a strong disposition on the partof the government todevelop. =— ff 

-. ailways in Portugal, but the people are sluggish abont this kind of = ~— & 
| - ommunication. Still, new lines have been projected in the north, and ti(‘i‘ésd
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| .  gurveys are in progress for the construction of a line-called the Beira | 
/ _.. Alta Railway, which, when completed, will open a much-needed direct: | 
/ _ -Tailway communication between Northern Portugal and many important = 
| _ towns.in the north of Spain, and bring Lisbon within fifty-one hours of — | 
_.. Paris; whereas, by the present tedious route, via Madid, it requires 
Z _ eighty-one hours, and that is often greatly exceeded. When the exist- — 
/ . . Ing and only line is in order, the rfin from this to the Spanish capital, — 
|... a distance of about 550 miles, takes thirty-six hours; but,atthe present 
» time, with a road and bridges impaired by the floods, it is impossible to _ 7 
; make the trip in less than fifty hours, and the accommodations are of a | 
7. -very poor character. Nobody who knows anything of the trials of the 
»_. journey will make the trip for mere pleasure. — ee eee 
Co __ The Beira Alta Railway will commence at the town of Coimbra, ata = 
4 junction with the Northern Railway of Portugal, follow the valley of the ~~ 
/  - Mondego as far as the junction: of the River Dao; it. will then take the a 
on high ground between the Dao and the Mondego Pass, near Celorico, bend 

. slightly to. the south, passing at the foot of the city of Guarda, and ° - 
, _. thence to the frontier, crossing it at Villar Formosa, about ten miles 

 --.geuth of Almeida. It is proposed to extend the line through Spain, via 
| ss, « Ciudad Rodrigo and Salamanca, where it will join thé line at present 

j; _ building from that town to Medina del Campo-(on the main line of the 
fo _ Northern of Spain Railroad Company), half of which is already opened. 
Lo _. The total length of. the Beira Alta will be 1305 miles. By this new | 
|; -- route the distance from Paris to Lisbon will be about 1,176 miles; 

| _ whereas by the present route, via Madrid, the distance is 1,449 miles. | 
a _ The difference, therefore, in favor of Beira Alta will be about 273 miles, | 

; , and a great boon to travelers, = a = ae | 
a to RO * * . % oe a ee Ho | 

fo | 7 ee BENJAMIN MORAN. OL 

po eT Tnelosure—Translation.] Vee ha as | 

po Speech of the “King at the opening of the Cortes, January 2, 1877. er 

| oo Worthy peers of the realm and deputies of the Portuguese nations: | 

yo Following the constitutional precept, I have come to open the present legislative 7 
fo ' session, and it is with pleasure I see around me the representatives of the country. 
| Our relations of good amity continue uninterrupted with all foreign powers... a 
i Since the close of the last session I. have received: the.visit of the Prince of Wales, : 

to who remained a few days in this capital. It was pleasant to me, and it,has been so to 
|; |. all Portuguese, that the illustrious son of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain,who 
ca _ is allied to me as well by hig family as by ties of relationship and old friendship, should = 

: _. have come to see for himself how deep and constant is the sympathy which has for 
_ . -- eenturies existed between the two allied nations.§ = PPLE 

] _. . A bank crisis which sensibly affected several of our principal houses of credit, and | 
i | which threatened to take alarming proportions, obliged my government touse-extraor- 
4 .  dinary measures, of which due account willbe given you. Some proposals of law, — | 

| . tending to avoid as much as possible the renewal of such events, willalso be placed = 
Bo before youn ee ee Coe 
,o.. I feel certain: that all these papers will be examined with your usual consideration, | : 
po | and I shall rejoice if they merit your approval. be fo Ce 
yooos _ The inundations produced by the last rains, if they on one hand will benefit the — 

{ _ lands, on the other have caused. damages. which it is urgent to. remedy quickly. In 1 
1 order to alleviate the evil of that: particular nature the spirit of charity was amply. | 
Go developed among all; but in order to repair the damages and injuries sustained by == 2 
Ao public works and edifices, my government will propose as indispensable the necessary . 
yo appropriation, = ss I eT 
| . . During the last legislative session some important proposals of law of general inter- = 

BO est remained pending your consideration; for these and for others which my gevern- |
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ment will present you throngh the different departments, I:call your enlightoned at- 
' - tention, mentioning. especially the reform of secondary education, of recruiting,and = = 

- the one which has-for object to enable the minister of public works to proceed in the ee | 

. construction of the Beira Alta Railroad. — a a - og 
-.  The-colonies continue:to deserve the attention of m¥ government, and through the . ee 

competent ministry. you will receive.an account of the means: proposed to ameliorate | 
the different. branches of the service and develop the prosperity of. those vast posses- = .° £ 

: sions. a a Te +t 

~. Tam confident that you will examine everything maturely, and thus. promote, as : 

much as possible, the improvements which the said colonies so justly, demand. = — | t 

| The situation of the finances claims, as usual, the most earnest attention of the pub- | oE 

lie powers, and my minister in that department will present you the estimate of re- UE 

" . - eeipts and expenses of the. state for the fiscal year of 1877-1878, and other proposals. | OE 

. of law which tend to perfect the collection of revenue and accounts, and ameliorate rs 

| progressively the condition of the treasury without affecting the tax-payers. I am. : 

satisfied that you will examine this all-important matter with special care, 

... Worthy peers-of the realm and deputies of the. Portuguese nation: == a — 

-. Calling to your enlightened minds these many and important matters, Icount also _ £- 

on your zeal and patriotism, of which you have given so many proofs, in fulfilling = = | & 

your high charges, and I feel confident that, with the aid of divine Providence, we  £§ 

|... ghall all continue in contributing to public happiness. es | 

|.  Thissessionisopened, = eae yee, L Oe sa 

Po Mir, Moran to Mr. Fish, | 

| No118.] © | | LEGATIoN oF THE UNITED STATES, |. 

Po Lisbon, January 9,1877. (Received January 30.) 

| Sm: * * * JT have the honor to. forward herewith two copies . ff 

| of a pamphlet, in the Portuguese language, expressly prepared ané =F 
|. printed by the Chamber of Commerce of Lisbon, in reply tothe inter- = & 

| rogatories contained in the circular of the monetary commission ad- =f 

| dressed to the representatives of the United States in foreign countries. | O&- 

| fhe great labor voluntarily assumed by Mr. Henrique de BarrosGomes = + 

| _ in compiling this valuable document, and the generosity of the Chamber | 

| of Commerce in printing it at their own expense, is an evidence of good . - 

| feeling toward the United States which deserves to be widely known, =f 
|. Thave thanked Mr. Gomes and the chamber of commerce in myown  — &§ 

| name for this disinterested service, and I trust that this step on my —— & 

| part willmeet with your approvak 

J ee oS _. BENJAMIN MORAN. ssf 

PS Mi Moran to Mr. Fiske 

|  -No 120.) 0 oe | / , LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, » ces : re 

| Lisbon, January 16,1877, (Received February 5.) sf 

|... Str: With reference to your No. 62, in which was. inclosed a copy of LE 
|  aletter to you from the Secretary’ of the Navy,in which he suggests the ~ - 
| desirability of the co-operation of the Governments of Portugaland —— 

| Brazil in the determination telegraphically from Paris of the longitudes = — ff 

|. of both coasts of South America, [have now the honor to inform you J 

| that I presented this suggestion to the Portuguese Government on the ————sé@E
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| 19th ultimo, and received Mr. Corvo’s reply last evening, dated the 10th 
'. -. instant. In this he says that he has the pleasure to inform methatthe 
: ' . Government of His Most Faithfal Majesty feels disposed to accede to | 
_ this request, and that necessary orders have been and shall be given to 
_ that effect. I have expressed to him the gratification his nose has given — 
|. me, and now forward copies of all the correspondence in the case, and 
| _ . respectfully await your further instructions in the premises. oS mG 
| 7 Ihave, &, - ee : 8 
i a ee BENJAMIN MORAN. | 

t a a - [Inclosure 1 in No. 120.] oe Sts | ; a ! 

oo . Sp, _ . Mr, Moran to Mr. Corvo. - - 
i: | BS oe LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 

| oe - | — | Lisbon, Décember 19, 1876. — 
; . Sir: Under instructions from my government, I have the honor to inclose herewith 

j a copy of a letter addressed by the Secretary of the Navy of the United States to the 
i - . Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, in which. Mr. Robeson suggests the desira- © | 
i , bility of the co-operation of the: Governments of Portugal and Brazil in the determin- | 
: ation telegraphically from Paris of the longitudes of both coasts of South America. an 
= In submitting this suggestion to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government I begtosay 
, ’ that a similar instruction has been addressed to the minister of the United States at 
| _ Rio de Janeiro, and that should ‘one or both of the governments named be pleased to. 

_ . ¢0-operate, the naval parties of the United States would take up the work at anypoint .=—-_—¥ 
to _. or points desired by those governments, in the Atlantic, whether at Lisbon; theisland of 
to ,_ . Madeira, the Azores, or Rio de Janeiro, and would continue the work across the con- — 
t * .  tinent and along the western coast of South America, wherever the telegraphic lines 
i. might exist, and with the approval, concurrence, and such aid as Chili and Peru might | 

5 - be disposed to render. — 0 ESM eS ES 
| But should either the government of His Most Faithful Majesty or that of the Em- | 

| peror of Brazil find it inconvenient to co-operate, and yet feel disposed to allow the a 
po. United States naval parties the necessary facilities for the work, as. has been cordially 

7 done by several governments in West Indies, the work will be executed by the United 
_ States naval parties at the earliest period that may be found practicable by the United 

: States Navy Department. SO Bes Pa te Sg os da . In presenting this suggestion of the Secretary of the Navy of the United States to | 
| | His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government, the purpose of which, if carried out, will — ! 
de add much to the material interests of commerce and the advantages of science, [have — 
po _ to request that your excellency will do me the honor to favor me with the reply of 2 
| His Majesty’s Government at ah early day, as it is the desire of the United States 
| Navy Department to begin the work with as little delay as possible. Se | | 
| , _ T avail myself of this opportunity to renew to your excellency the assurance of my — .._ | 

| | highest consideration. | | - 7 7 ! 
1 . _ SO / BENJAMIN MORAN. | | _. His Excellency Jodo pre ANDRADE Corvo. — | - a | 
po Oo : &e.; &e., &e. - 7 oo 

a So | [Inclosure 3 in No. 120.—Translation.] ; | Ds oe j 

| - _ a - Mr. Corvo to Mr. Moran. . | a : 

| | Oo , | - | 7 _ Ministry or FoREIGN AFFAIRS, i 
| : _ . DIRECTION. OF CONSULATES AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS, 
i | oe a, _ Lisbon, January 10, 1877, (Received January 15.) | 
|. > In answer to a note which your excellency addressed me on the 19th December last | 
Lo. past, relative to the desirability of determinating telegraphically from Paris the longi- 
| | tudes of Woth coasts of South America, and desiring the co-operation of the Portu= | 
po guese authorities to that-end, I have the pleasure to inform your excellency that the ss 
: government of His Most Faithful Majesty feels disposed to accede to the request of | 
a _ ‘which your excellency is the interpreter, and that necessary orders have and shall be | 
| - given tothateffect. =  — | 2 ae oe | 
ic : _ Foreign Office, January 10, 1877. | | ce me, 
| oo ah | : JOAO DE ANDRADE CORVO. — : 

_  Senhor BENJAMIN Moray, &c., &e. oe | a |
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| — eS os — Pnelosure 4 in No.120) - oe oS a 

: | oe | ce ao 3 “Mr. Moran to Mr. Corvo. | e ce | ” Se I 

ee gation oF THE Unrrep STATES, — | 
Bg | a oS _ Lisbon, January 16, 1877. Ee 

Sim: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s note of the , , 
- 10th instant, in reply to the one which I addressed to you on the 19th of December last, / 

under instructions from Mr. Fish, suggesting that His Most Faithful Majesty’s govern- | | : 

ment might be pleased to co-operate with the Governments of the United States and  &—£ 

Brazil in the determination telegraphically from Paris of the longitudes of both coasts. Ee 

_” of South America, and I am gratified to learn that His Majesty’s government is disposed ~ | 

to accede to this request, and that the necessary orders have been and shall be given | : 

to that end. I shall at once inform Mr. Fish of this reply, and promptly communicate. — 
to your excelleney any further information I may receive from my government on the —_ : 

— gubject. | ee . | . a q 

YT avail myself of this occasion to renew to your excellency the assurances of my = : 
| highest consideration, = a ES , a | 

a - Se a BENJAMIN MORAN. | “E 
| His Excellency JoAo DE ANDRADE CoRVO, ee gee oe oe ee 

PN BD 

Po Me, Moran to Mr. Fish, Ree - | 

| No131.] | Leq@arion oF THE UNITED STATES, | eT 
Po Lethon, March 13,1877. (Received April4.) = == 

|. Se: Referring to your No. 62, and to my No. 120, relative to the co- | | 
operation of the Government of Portugal with that of the United States oe 

| in the determination telegraphically from Paris of the longitudes of hoth | 
| coasts of South America, I now have the honortoforward herewitheopy = ~~ § 
| . of a letter, and translation thereof, addressed to me by the Marquis —  & 
|  @Avila ede Bolama, on the 8th instant, by which it will be seen that the OU” 
| necessary orders have already been given by His Most Faithful Majesty’s _  § 
| government to the proper offigers'in the Azores, Madeira, and conti- t 
/  nental Portugal to render to the Navy of the United States their services os E 
| in the proposed undertaking. I add a‘copy of my reply to the mar- = § 

| oo quis’snote ge | 
_. [have not been able to learn whether His Majesty’s government will | 

_ detail one of their ships of war to aid in these scientific observations, == 
buts neither Mr. Corvo nor the Marquis d’Avila has. said anything-in ——— ff 
reply to the suggestion of the Secretary of the Navy on that point, [in- | a | 

| fer not, and in this I am confirmed by the expressed purpose of the new Be 

cabinet to practice economy as far as possible in naval matters. TE 

: a | ere [Inclosure 2 in No. 131,—Translation. . a : . ae 

ee Marquis @ Avila ¢ de Bolama to Mr. Moran, — So AE | 

ee Pees Se es - Munisrry or ForeigN AFFAIRS, sae 
- Fe DIRECTION OF. CONSULATES AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS, 

OO DR See SD ey _ Lisbon, March 8,1877, ee 

|. In addition to the note dated 10th January last, which my predecessor had the honor = 
to address to your excellency, I now have the honor to inform you that the necessary) = ~— & 

_ orders have been sent to the civil governors of the districts of Azores and of Funchal, OE
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OG a and on the continent, to the heads of scientific institutions and to the civil governors of 2 
foe | districts where sea-ports are situated, in order to offer to the Navy of the United States | 
| _-_- their good services, which it perchance might require in the’studies which it proposes to”: 
po -. -andertake in order to determine telegraphically from Paris the longitude of both coasts «5g 
a of America, and. that also the general direction of geodesical studies and the direction «© 
| Of telegraphs and light-houses of the kingdom have already knowledge of the resolu-- 
; tion of the government of His Majesty to co-operate in the proposal of thé United States | 

Do ; I avail myself of this occasion to renew to your excellency the assurancesof my high- | 
4 — - @st consideration, 0 | EES | 
i _. Foreign Office,.March 8, 1877. CF oe mo | 

po tant Meein te pe) MARQUIS DAVILA E De BOLAMA. po . Sen. BENJAMIN Moran, §c., fc. ne rr : 

_ : ae oe on " (Inclosure3inNo13) oS | 

: — a ce - me - "Mr. Moran to the Marquis @ Avila. — - an | vo ee : 

‘7 SO oo Fn |  LEGATION OF THE UNITED ‘STATES, Soe 
a | a es | Lisbon, March 12,1877, | 

po Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency’s note of the 
po _ Sth instant, in which you are so good as to inform me, with reference to my correspond- 
i ence with your predecessor on the. subject, that the necessary instructions have been 
to _ + sent to the civil governors of the districts of Azores and Funchal,and on the continent 
i _ to the heads of scientific institutions and to the civil governors of districts where sea- 
d ports are situated, in order to afford to the Navy of the United States their good offices — 
i _ which it may require in the studies which it proposes to undertake to determine tele- 
| 7 graphically from Paris the longitudes of both coasts of South America; and -that the | 
} _ + direction-general of geodesical studies, and the director of telegraphs and light-houses __ j 
. of the kingdom, have also already been informed of the resolution of the government | 

7 Of. His Majesty to co-operate in the proposal of the United States in regard to these — | 
So contemplated: scientific observations. ee pe ge 

: I have to thank your excellency for the:information contained in your above-men-. | 
a _ tioned note, and for the cordial manner in which His Most Faithful Majesty’s govern- 

- ment has responded to the suggestions of that of the United States in regard to the . | 
; _ , proposed undertaking. I shall promptly forward a copy of your excellency’s note: to 1 

_ ° the Secretary of State at Washington, and when I am favored with further information  _ 
7 on the subject to which it relates will do myself the honor to communicate it to you; 

With renewed assurances of my highest consideration, Iam your excellency’s most, = 
q a Obedient servant, © 0 2) ae eA Ty ET eo - co 

! His Excellency the Marquis D’AVILA E DE BoLaAMA, a 
po Fay SOs SiO a eG 

a a | Mr. Hvarts to Mr. Moran, 

Fo N88} “DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
| pt a : _ Washington, May 4,1877. 
| / Sir: On receipt of: your dispatches numbered 120 and 131, reporting 
Bo the favorable disposition ef Portugal toward co-operating with the pro- 

--._- posed United States navalexpedition for determining thetelegraphiclong- __ i 
;._-- itudes from Northern Europe to the coasts of South America, acopyof 
poe them was transmitted to the Secretary of the Navy for his information. 
+ A letter has now been received from. that officer stating that the Navy * | 
|. Department has not fully determined as to the time when the work shall 
fo commence at Lisbon, but that it is its intention to send a vessel to that’ 

. port net later than November next to begin observations, and asthey >



are completed, to carry them éilong the lipe.tn dicated. Healsoexpresses == ff 
the thanks of the Navy Department fot the courteows co-operation of = = ff 

the Portuguese Government in this useful work. Yoa willadvise the = = ff 
. government ‘at Lisbon aecordingly; = | a Oo 4 

a Oe No. 261. | a es 

po Mir, Moranto Mr. Evarts. | of 

No. 150.) ‘  - . GEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, OE 
ee — Lisbon, May 24, 1877. (Received June 21.)  -E 

Sir: I have-the honor to forward herewith a copy of the Portuguese = ff 
_. (‘White Book, containing doeuments presented tothe Cortes in its legisla- 

tive session of 1877, by the secretary of state for foreign affairs. The = = ~~ &§ 
most interesting of these papers consist of copies of a correspondence -...-—s FF 

between the British and Portuguese Governments.on the slave trade on = ==——tsé@L 

- the east coast of Africa, the late blockade of the coast of Dahomey, - 

and the navigation of the Zambezi and Chiri rivers as far as Lake Nyassa, — = 

| . an inland ‘sea, over a portion of which, at least, Great Britain claims —_ a 
- jurisdiction on the ground of priority of discovery by British explorers.  =§ ss 

The note of Mr. H. Clarke Jervoise to Mr. Corvo of the 4th of June, 1876, OE 
on this subject merits attention. In consequence of a.then recent con- - 

cession made by the Portuguese Government to two merchants of Lis. sd 

bon, whereby the exclusive right had been conceded tothemofthesteam == ~— =f 

- navigation of the rivers Zambezi and Chiri, and thedelta of the Zambezi = esd 
for thirty years, Mr. Jervoise raised the question of the Tight of a state ce 

-. to the unobstructed navigation, to and from the sea, of a river flowing = =. 
| from its own territory through that of a neighboring nation; and as- = = =———s« J 

-- gerted the jurisdiction of Great Britain over a portion of Lake Nyassa, = ~— ff 

a point which Mr. Corvo tacitly yielded; whereas he declares that the | 
-yight of ‘states on the upper part of a river to use its lower waters “is 

- always a matter of special treaty,.so as to assert the sovereignty of a t 

State. over its own waters.” -— | ee aE 
_ Ho. re ee  * RE 

--' The volume contains copies of treaties concluded between Portugal = — ff 
and other nations since the issue of the White Book of last year; the = ——— ff 

-. most interesting of which would seem to be that which regulates the = | § 
transit between Portugal and Spain, concladed at Lisbon on the 16th = — & 

. of January, 1877. In this there is a stipulation touching the navigation = =f 
‘by both nations of the River Douro, which expresses the very principle == — &§ 

-- @n that ‘point which is laid down ‘by Mr. Corvo in hisnote of the 3d of sf 
October last'to Mr. Morier in regard to the Zambezi and ‘Chiri Rivers. = =—— § 

Pave, &e, | 

NG BBR 

Mr. Moran to Mr. Hvarts. Bn 

—  No.153.] ~~~ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lisbon, May 29,1877. (Received June 18.) sd 

Sr: Thad the honor onthe 26th instant to receive your No.89,and = sf 

I immediately addressed to the Marquis d’Avila aletter, informing his —s—‘“SS@S
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|. exeelleney of the intention of the Navy Department to send a vessel __ 
; > to Lisbon, not later than November next, to begin observations touch- 

| ing the telegraphic longitudes of South America ; and at the same time, - | 
bo in compliance with your instructions, conveyed to him the thanksof 
i | the Navy Department for the courteous co-operation of the Portuguese | 
| - Government in this useful work. — a | ee ee 

| I inclose a copy of the letter in question, and am, sir, &c... 
Ba BENJAMIN MORAN, 

. oe | | [Inclosure.| : Ce a oe | | 

Bo | bn, | . LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES, Se : 
i re 7 es a _ Lisbon, May 26, 1877. 

f __ MONSIEUR LE Ministre: I had the honor to address a letter.to your excellency’s pre- 
- __. decessor, Mr. Corvo, on the 19th of December last, requesting the co-operation of His | 
ae Most Faithful Majesty’s government with the United States Navy Department in de-. 
i 7 termining telegraphically from Paris the longitudes of both coasts of South America. - 

ee - IT received from Mr. Corvo a most cordial reply, dated 10th of January ultimo, offer- - 
Bo ing.co-operation, and stating that orders had been given to that effect. I furtherre- 
| ceived from your excellency a note, dated the 8th of last March, informing me that 
po instructions had already been given to the proper officers in the Azores, Madeira, and 
L _ continental Portugal to render. assistance to the United States Navy in this useful 

on work = ws | a ee 
po _ I communicated both these letters to my government, and I have now the honor,in 
aoe compliance with their instructions, to offer the sincere thanks of the Navy Depart- 
i ss ment of the United States for the courteous assent of the Portuguese Government to : 

- their proposals. - . ee ee ee | 
1 I am desired, however, to add that the Secretary of the Navy does not propose to 7 

_. ' commence taking observations until next November, when he will send a vessel to 
. Lisbon for that purpose. —. rr crt Pr Ae a 

} I avail myself of this opportunity of renewing to your excellency the assurances of ! 
a my highest consideration, : 7 | , md 

ee | oe BENJAMIN MORAN. | 
| His Excellency the Marquis D’AVILA E DE BOLAMA, | | | 

: a Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. — : a cy 

| . RUSSIAS 

po Mr, Boker to Mr. Fish. a — 

Oo No. 89.) Oo _LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, . 
bo : St. Petersburg, October 9, 1876. (Received October 26.) — : 

| | : Sir: According to your instructions No. 53, I have the honor totrans- 
4 _ mit herewith information concerning the Life-Saving Society of Russia, 
: | furnished through the courtesy.of Admiral Possiet, its president, and = 

_ of Captain Baronoff, chief inspector of the association, * * * * | 
| | _ The first life-saving system was established in 1865, and comprised but — 
to five stations. This was purely a governmental affair, and continued J 
: with very limited apparatus until 1872, when the present system was, 
i: inaugurated by private enterprise, under sanction of the government, 
| | and for the past two years aided byit. - | | | 
| Supported by voluntary contributions the income amounts annually | 
po to 120,000 roubles ($84,000 United States currency), including, however, 

| an annual subscription of 25,000 roubles ($17,500 in United States cur- | | 
rency) from the government. The society is under the especial patronage =
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of the Hereditary Grand Duchess, and is officered by a board of twelve - 
- members of council, composed of government officials and wealthy mer- f 

_ . chants, presided over by. His Excellency Vice-Admiral Possiet, minister | 
of the department of ways and-communications, its material efficacy i 

- being secured by two inspectors, one for each of the geographical - : 
districts of the empire covered by the society’s operations. These —  - 
inspectors are captains in the navy, and have their bureaus at St. = ff 
Petersburg (Captain Baronoff’s), and at Nicolaieff (Captain Nebol- — _ : 

- gine’s), while at Reval Captain Sharnberg is local inspector under the = = ~— Ff 
first named. The districts are, respectively, the northern, comprising =  ~—*& 
that part of the empire lying north of a line passing from east to west 2. 

through Tchernigoff, Kursk, Varonish, and Kamishin ; and the southern - &— 
| district embracing thé territory .south of this line. Thestationsnow — & 

_ number 36 on the sea-coast, and 80 on the great lakes and rivers, and —  *- 
their positions are displayed on the maps sent. a | 

| At stations remote from settlements the force is permanent; atothers  __ &§ 
| only a small percentage of continuously employed men is kept; acode  , § 

of signals, in case of need, summoning a full detail, whoare paidaccord- =  §— 
| ing to the work performed. - oa _ rs | 

| _. Originally beginning with the Peake (English) system, the changes == — ff 
| necessary have been made as the society’s means have allowed,and not- =. —f 
|. withstanding the progress still advisable, the lack of funds only author-  - 
| izes @ gradual adoption of improved appliances and the creation of new i | 
| stations, © ee 
| The Francis life-boat is the only distinctively American invention =~ fF 
; used, and the only apparatus not taken from the systemsof othernations . . § 
| are comprised in the ice-ladder (shown at pages 38 and 390f the pamph-  —— &§ 
| let “Glory of saving human. life”), the ice-boat, the Finnish boat, the : 
' — eutter, and the improved life-boat. OfthesefourboatsI havethe honor ft 
| to hand you tracings, as already stated. The statistics of the society, =  6f 
| _ its regulations, history, and apparatus, are fully set forth in the pam- =~ &§ 
| phlets supplied, and there appear to be no important variations from ap- | 
| _-pliances already in use in England and Germany, with the exceptions , | 
|. noted. * * * *® | Sy DOSre core 

| ‘The Russian society will be very thankful to receive as much detailed: 
| information concerning the life-saving service of the United Statesas sd fl 
|. may be furnished, and express willingness to supplement theinformation = ~~ &§ 
- Tnow have the honor to transmit. | | 

—  Thave,&e, 0 | | ee | 

7 oe NO. 264000¢«~CO ee 

So Mi, Boker to Mr. Fishe ce AS 

| No. 94] DEG ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, © |. & 
oe 7" St. Petersburg, November 2, 1876. (Received November 20.) . | 

| Srp: On the afternoon of the 30th ultimo, the Turkish forces carried = __ of 
the position of Djunis (Diounisch) on the extreme right of the Servian. . 

| lines, after a severe struggle, in which the losses among the Russian vol- sf 

- unteers were most severe.. This victory, by placing the Turks on the 
_ flank of the Servians, at a point commanding the communications of the et 

left bank of the River Morava, and virtually exposing Servia, even to _ | 
|. Belgrade, is the mostimportant military action in the struggle, and with oo -
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|. _—_—s its announcement appeared the following Imperial Russian promulga- | 

|. ,- His Majesty the Eraperor lias ordered, to-day (October 30) that the aide-de-camp, | 
; General Ignatieff (embassador to Turkey), shall declare to the Sublime Porte that if, «= | 
1... . >» Wwithin-a period of two days, the. Porte should ‘not accept an armistice of:six weeks:or.of | 
4 _: two months, and if the Perte should not issue immediate orders to arrest military 
. “operations, the embassador shall quit Constantinople with.all the personnel of the | 
po embassy, and diplomatic relations. shall be broken, oo oe 

;  . By this act Russia *.* * * appears before the world as the 
; . ~~ avewed champion of the Slavonic race, fully armed and seemingly will- | 

i; ng to accept all the perils of the situation. 1, however, believe that — 
i. this position has not been assumed by Russia withont previous satisfac: | | 
1. tory assurances as to what will be the future policy of Germany, and = 
| s,s this opinion is strengthened by the published advices since received, 
i | -and by the significant language of the German Emperor at the opening — 

a of the Imperial Parliament.. Reports are constantly received here that. __ 
fo _ the armistice is agreed to by the Porte, but thus far nothing official has 
fo been announced, and it. is difficult to prediet how the present very | 
, 0 critical position may end.. It is not, however, too much to hope that | 
; Turkey may accept the best terms possible under present circumstances, 
‘ unsupported as she is by any other power, and that actual warfare may — | 
i... be suspended by the intricate and probably tedious diplomacy neces- 
Po _. gSary to rearrange the status of the provinces now in revolt. | | 

to oe Thhave, ©, | 
po ee os EO. BOKER. 

fo | a —_ oe Mr, Boker to Mr. Fish.- : oo = _ SS | 

0 St. Petersburg, December 8, 1876. (Received December 27.) 
; ss Str: _Lhave the honor to inclose herewith two copies of anarticlefrom 
,-. the Journal de St. Petersburg, with a translation of the same, giving a : 
i _. synopsis of theprincipal provisions for levying troops in Russia, under _ | 
po the law of compulsory military service. = en ce 

Pe GEO. H. BOKER, 

po Oo {Inclosure.—Translation.] - a os Se 

: oo - . [From the J ournal de St. Petersburg, November a (December '3), 1876.] as - a | 

| — i os | re | Sr. PETERSBURG, November 20 (December 2). | ' 
foo The Bulletin des. Lois publishes the regulation for the troops sanctioned by the Em- 

7 . peror 30th October, 1876. It comprises 42 chapters. These are the principal provisions: 
i, cs _ I. In levying troops (article 5 of the law of compulsory military service) the indi- nd 
Lo __.-viduals registered are called into service according to categories of ages,commencing — | 
4 ' with the youngest, and in each of these categories in the order of numbers drawn by 

an lot in‘the conscription. The same method is used-in calling out troops of the first ban = 
i destined to:re-enforce the standing army. Individuals:registered:as liberés (free) of the = _ 
| + xeserve-of the army-and navy will be taken in the first, second, third, and fourth ban of 
lS = troops, according to the length of. their absences after discharge, namely, those whose ab- 
fo _  sences have been of less than a:year’s duration in the first ban, of one to two yearsinthe «= 
t _ --- second, two to three years in the-third, and of more than three years.(if the individual | 
{ oo should ‘be ‘under the age:of forty years) for the fourth. The number of men neéeces- 
ae _ sary to constitute the different portions-is decided by imperial order. Thecails forre-  _ 

;... enforcement of the standing army are determined by an ukase to the directing senate.
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The duty of dividing the levy among the governments belongs to the minister of war, . 

and of the subdivisions of the levy 6f-each government or province to the recruiting = : 

commission of such governments or provinces. In case of a call for troops each person ~ | 

holding a certificate of military registration must present himself to the subdivision an 

from which he received it. Exemptions from service embrace those persons designated | c 

in article 24 of the regulations for compulsory military service, as well as teachers in - 

educational establishments. . (Article 63, p. 3, of said regulations.) ge E 

IL. The calling out of troops and the formations of the Corps de la Milice must be : : 

effected with the least possible delay, without exceeding the period of twenty-eight & 

|. days after receipt of the order for the levy. The troops are composed into battalions . : 

| of infantry, squadrons, of cavalry, and naval crews. The first two classes are called. z 

| ‘by governments and by provinces, and the last class at points fixed by the minister of - : 

| the navy. The troops of each government will be placed under the orders of a chief, . 

| - who will be assisted by an administration. Choice for the posts of officers will be | : 

| made in each government by the zemstvo, and notice of such selection furnished to the E 

minister of war. “The chiefs of troops of governments, as well as those of the infantry. ¢ 

| battalions and cavalry squadrons, are to be confirmed in their functions by supreme ~ : 

| order. Nomination of officers for ships’ crews is reserved to the navy department.. 2 

|. There will be admitted to service as chiefs of troops of governments and provinces : 

| and as commandants of detachments and companies, individuals in the effective forces _ . 

_ ranking as officers and who have completed the term of service required in the reserve — : 

of the army and navy. .Detachments and companies once formed will be reviewed by  —— 

-. the military chief of the place, and when recognized as fit to take the field, notice of it 

will be given to the staff by chiefs of goveraments and provinces; from such time | : 

| __ these troops will be under jurisdiction of the war department. Sailors making part of. . § 

:. the force raised will report to the navy department on arrival at the place designated — . 

fortheir assembly. = = | J) oy eee ee a ‘ 

JIL. Men forming part of the levy as officers or in inferior grades wil enjoy all rights.  § 

belonging to the regular service, and will be under military law. On-his entry into  . & 
the service each soldier receives a distinctive sign (signe) visible at the range of a  &§ 

| musket. Rights of officers as to command are fixed in the following manner compara- ' 

1 __ tively with grades and duties of the regular army : The chief commander of agovern- = ——& 

1. ment or a’province corresponds in grade to a major-general, and in duties to chief of.  § 

division ; commander of a detachment to a lieutenant-colonel, with the duties of a.  §€ 

1. battalion commandant ; commander of a cavalry company to a major, with preroga- — § 

tives of a chief of squadron. Those persons who, while possessing the necessary condi- ~ - 

tions to fill the posts of officers, shall not have been chosen, are not compelled to enter a 

| __ the service against their wills as soldiers, but form part of the reserve to fill vacancies s 

[ among the officers in these levies and inthe army. Soldiers free (liberés) of the reserve | me 

of the army and navy will be in these levies under similar conditions with those who = 

: remain in the regular service beyond the required term. All combatants have the 7 - 

-. right to wear uniforms conforming to the rule for regular forces. Individuals doing — { 

duty as civil officers keep their appointments in spite of being called upon for military © | 

4 service and are reinstated after their discharge. . De a oes : 

7 VI. All arrangements for the levy and for the formation of the parties composingitwill .  .— § 

4 __ be in charge of committees of the government, the province, the district, and the urbain : € 

4 ~~ of recruitment. They will be careful, to this end, to array registers conformably toin- | 5 

4 structions jointly approved by the minister of the interior and the minister of war, and .&€§ 

4 also a special list of individuals who may be chosen as officers. The plan of forming — . ¢ 

{the levies of governments and provinces is presented by these administrations at an — § 

a ~—s expedient time to the staff... ee | | a 4 

| __s-V. All expenses for victualing, maintenance, and moving combatants ofthe firstban © 

i ~~ called out to re-enforce the army and the navy will bea charge against the treasury. AS. . % 

i to other parts of the levy, the Crown furnishes/the arms, munitions, and complete main-. - é 

a ___ tenance from the day of their oniry within the jurisdiction of the war and navy de- | | 

4 —s partments to that of disbanding. The duties of the zemstvos comprise equipping the ' 

| _ troops (excepting with arms anid munitions), acquiring horses, arranging for forage, | : 

q field medical dispensaries, and the maintenance and billeting of the soldiers, whether in- g 

j - dividually or by companies, until the day of their coming under the jurisdiction of the  § 

4 __-war or navy departments, To meet these expenses the zemstvo may borrow the funds _ § 

a. _to’expend, and in default of these the finance minister opens. credit for the sums, re- M 

4 - payment of which may be deferred three to six years. - cee . 4 

|. _—_:-'VI. Disbanding of the levies is promulgated by an ukase to the directing senate. : 

4 ~~. Maintenance at the expense of the Crown continues until the day of the arrival home : 

4 ___ of soldiers forming part of the regular army; and as to the other troops, until they § 

1 reach the place of disbanding. Their final return to their homes is at the expense of a | 

q-~—s the. zemsivo. a Ec Oo rs 

q  ___ VIL. Individuals who screen themselves from the call during the delay noted, with- og 
1 _ out: proper cause, are amenable to the penalties provided by article 146 of the regula- OE 

4 tions for compulsory military service, and if discovered after disbanding of the troops | Z 

4 sc will suffer a penalty of imprisonment from four to eight. months. eee a ‘
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| nn weenie - — . Mr. Boker to Mr. Fish. See ee | 

| — No182.) 00° LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Bo | - _ St. Petersburg, March 2, 1877. (Received March 22.) 
pene Sir: In continuation of my dispatch No. 124, treating of the present | 
“| relations of Russia to the Eastern question, I have the honor to say that 
—. some fresh light has recently been thrown on this bewildering topic. It 
i is notorious that in Russia there is.a strong party eager foranimme- | 
Bo " diate attack on Turkey, the pressure of whose opinions has forced the ~ | 

_ Teluctant government into that. measure of warlike action which has | 
PS been exhibited by a mobilization of the army, and by such utterances | 
poo. of dissatisfaction with the actual state of things as from time to time ! 
‘ have emanated from the pen of Prince Gortchakoff, and from theless | 

ss temperate expressions of the Russian press. ee 
_ “The war party of Russia, the focus of which is at Moscow, may.be 

Fo presumed to be sincere and well-meaning in the advocacy of a war whose 
po _ object is to win religious and political emancipation for their suffering | | 

_ brothers of the Slavic race, and for their co-religionists throughout the. | 
oo Turkish Empire. It was at Moscow that the Emperor delivered the 

po notable speech which was so. enthusiastically received by the warlike | 
i _ spirits of Russia, but which cooler heads in other places regarded asa 
po red cloak thrown over the eyes of an angry bull, as an effort, and asuc- 

_.+ cessful one, on the part of the Emperor to assume the leadership and 
| direction of. a movement which, at that time, he. might not else have | 

PS __ been able to control. At St. Petersburg there is no such violent desire _ 
. to rush to arms as exists at the ancient capital; for the threatening con- | 

i dition of the national ‘finances, the dullness of commerce and of trade, 
- _ and the. numerous bankruptcies among brokers and merchants, have de- | 

j : pressed the popular spirit to a degree that can find little enthusiasm to 
* -—sébestow on any political subject. Notwithstanding the apathy at the 
4 _ -eapital, which extends, because of the known policy of the Emperor, to | 

the officials of the government and to the officers of the army, it cannot — 
be denied that, taking the empire as a whole, the feeling in favorofa 

—— war with Turkey isa popularone. = © a 
[have spoken of the war party of Moscow as honest zealots 3; but,in | 

_ any popular commotion which may hereafter occur in Europe, we must 
Ce not lose sight of a compact and well-organized body of extreme liberals 

known under the title of ‘ Internationals.” This society exists in every 
i country in Kurope. In Germany, to the disquietude of the strong gov- | 
: | ernment of that country, at a late election, the Internationals are said to — | 
: " have cast over seven hundred thousand votes. The society has its 

_ branches even in absolute Russia, where it spreads among the lately — 
7 _ enfranchised peasants tracts and circulars teaching the doctrines of the | 
a communards of, Paris, as many police seizures during recent years have | 

shown. The members of this society have learned wisdom from the 
t. experience of the men who, in former days, were called conspirators. — | 

‘The Internationals no longer offer ‘themselves as almost willing political | 
a -Inartyrs. Their movement is a safer one for themselves, and, inthe end, _ 

7 -. .@more dangerous one for the constituted authorities. Theirruleofaction 
= _ Seems to be to go just as far as they prudently can in opposition to regal 

government, but no farther. In “Russia they content themselves with. _ 
: circulating inflammatory documents. * * * In free governments | 
bo, they vote with the extreme liberals, inspire the press with their ideas, | 
: and seize every occasion to foment popular demonstrations. I have |
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_ Jearned that throughout Europe the Internationals are now straining  -f 
.every nerve. to bring about a general war,‘sure in-their own minds that UE 
popular freedom will profit by the commotion, which, indeed, seems to UE 
‘be the necessary historical deduction to be drawn from all the great wars : E 
of the past. Of course the Internationals belong to the extreme war- Ef 
-party in Russia, and their influence is the more potent because of their _ | : 
organization and singleness of purpose.. With them, as with their ep- [ 

--ponents, the governments, popular. suffering seems to form no element - _ t 
| of their consideration in evoking the spirit-of war. The success.of the _ ; 

idea, of which they are logically persuaded, is worth more than all the _ : 
|. blood and the property that can be staked on the uncertanties of battle. 

| ~ Go as the wars may, whether for or against the particular countries of I 
| - which they are severally subjects, human rights and political liberty are ae | 
| sure to be gainers in the end. It remains to be seen if the Internation- — . : 
| _ als are right in what they call in Germany their “ political philosophy,” : 
| . but, as I have before said, in any European convulsions which may here- r 
| after arise, it will be wise to take into account the part which this pow- , &§ 
| erful society may play. oe ee 4 ae | 
| - Another condition of things tending toward a warlike solution of = = . — 
| Russia’s interest in the eastern question is in the discontent and eager- - o£ 
| ness for action which are said to exist in the large army massed on the | — 
| Roumanian frontier, and expecting to be let loose on Turkey at the - & 
| breaking up of winter. So fierce is the spirit for war among these | a | 
| - soldiers that it is thought they will refuse to be demobilized unless they | ft 
| - are first given a breathing against their ancient enemy, the Turk. In” 
| ° fact, the vast military system of Europe, which is supposed to be the = i 
| effect of former wars, now threatens to become the actual cause of | | 
| future wars. Statesmen begin to talk of giving armies employment as =~ f 
| amatter of necessity, and one can hardly look for the certainty of per. = ~~ ff 
|- manent. peace while these gigantic armies exist, or predicate anything = 
: of the future, save that Europe is at every moment on the verge of a. 

| general war. (7 BRE ee oe ; | 
| The mobilization. of the Russian army on its present moderate-scale a 
| is costing the country not less than a million of roubles a day, and ~ | 
| millions of roubles are not plenty in Russia just-now. The Emperor — - - 
| promised, on his honor—and it was also announced officially at the con- = = ff 
| ference of Constantinople—that Russia, by her intervention inthe East- = = = ~=— ff 
| ern. question, sought no aggrandizement; nothing, in short, but an = f 
| amelioration of the condition of the Christians in Turkey. I believe ' 
| .that pledge to have been loyally given, and that had Turkey yielded | &| 
| to the demands of the powers, it, would have been as loyally kept.  — ff 
i One cannot, however, say what may be the state of things should f 
| Russia be obliged to draw the sword, in view of the great expenses = —_— ff 
| already incurred:and that will have to be ineurred in the prosecution of oF 
| @ war. Oo cae (RES See 8 a 
_ * , * —# Bo  ® * = EG 

| As a further encouragement of the war party in this country, it is , 
| believed that an easy victory over the Turks will be an assured result = . ff 
| of war. In spite of all that has been said by the friends of Turkey | 

to the contrary, it is now known that the reported numbersof the Turk- = = ~— — 
| ish soldiers are vastly exaggerated; that their discipline is wretched — | 
| and. rather deteriorating than improving by service in the field; that | 
i . such losses as they have already sustained in Servia and Montenegro &§ 
| have been hardly and incompletely repaired, and that they would be & 

| helplessly swept away before the advance of any well-organized _  &- 
| European army. The latter opinion is the substance of the views of a |
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: warm Turkophile, a distinguished ex-officer of the British army, who | 
1, _ came to his conclusions after a careful inspection of the Turkish forces. | 

| _.. The foregoing are the more prominent reasons that may beurgedin | 
_ favor of the probabilities of a war between Russia and Turkey. Onthe | 

po _ other hand, both the Emperor and Prince Gortchakoff love peace for | 
1 ss peace’s sake, and because they believe that the best interests of theem- | 
| -~——-—,sépire demand a long season of calm for the development of the power | 
i and the wealth of the people. Russia, too, is unprepared for war. finan- 
i; ~—— elaily, and from a military view. For years past, permanent and tem- | 

| porary loans have been periodically necessary to make a balance of the 
, | two sides of the budget, while every new fiscal year has found a _ 
: ee deficiency to be supplied in the underestimates of the expenses of the 
: predecessor. Out of .this condition of things the skillful minister of  _ 

_ finance is just beginning to see a clear way, provided there be acontin- 
oo uance of peace. | | | 

The new military system of Russia, which was copied from that of | 
_ Germany, needs five years of further development to bring the armyup 

! to the number and into that state of efficiency which military menthink _| 
| : necessary for the needs of the empire. on | 

| . Thave, &., _ eo eS | | : | 
| | | | , re oo GRO. H. BOKER. | 

| | Mr. Atkinson to Mr. Evarts. SNE Sin ant 

| — No. 157.) _..,  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
St. Petersburg, April 16,1877. (Received May 3.) 

_ Sim: The efforts for a peaceful solution of the Eastern question hav- 
1 _. Ing failed so signally, there is no longer left in Russia any hope of avoid- 

i ing war, and preparations are being made in a calm, matter-of-fact | 
| manner, very unlike the enthusiasm which, during the past year, has | 

| _ several times seemed to promise instant conflict. oe 
foo A small but intelligent party has, until within a few days past, stead- | 
1 jy believed that war could be averted, but even the most stubborn of | 

| this party has yielded to the logic of the position, and no one now be- ; 
yo | lieves peace possible, except by some diplomatic miracle or by a reces- | 

| sion on the part of Turkey, which nothing in her present attitude war- | 
| - rants. On the contrary, the Porte’s defiant rejection of the London | 
| protocol may be called the actual point of collapse of the negotiations | 
yo -. toward peace. — | es ee ~ 
| ‘Whether wisely or not, Russia had already taken so advanced a posi- | 
| _ tion as to reduce the question to the mere submission of Turkey to her | 
| views, either before or after an appeal to arms. Oo | 
| Russia approaches the issue with determination but with evident re- | 

gret, and there appears no thought of seeking to avoid war by accepting | 
: less than has been asked of Turkey... > | 
, | The more intelligent Russians realize that war means a halt inthe | 

| national progress, a paralysis of the growing industries of the country, | 
| | and perhaps even renewed attempts toward conspiracy and riot on the 
| part of disaffected subjects. Of this latter, however, the danger is too 
to remote to carry much weight. Hoy oe EY 
J The opinion here is, that while the result of the war must be crushing 
| | to Turkey, in the alteration of her boundaries, and in the liberation,



more or less complete, of her Christian subjects, the struggle will be oo El 

_ ghort and sharp, but that outside complicatidns are almost certain to ee 
' arise, and that these may lead to a long and involved series of conflicts; | 

that the peace of Europe being once broken, grave danger exists of its a 
- map never again being restored to its present lines, and that, although ' 

_ the question of the moment lies between Russia and Turkey, its ultimate «= 
bounds are not discernible. a . a BO, | 

In point of equipment, the Russian and Turkish forces are probably = 8 — & 
- about equal, and the superior discipline of the Russian troops isopposed => if 

by the reckless, fanatical courage of the Turk. Without extraordinary _ i 
organization and expense, the work of supplying an advancing Russian = i <estséi@E 

column. will be impossible, and the country to be fought over is practi-. = = ff 
| cally barren of forage and provisions and deficient in communications. | | I 

- _ However, war with any result other than Russia’s defeat will bemore f 
~ welcome to the country than further endurance of the strain uponits = E 

|  purse-strings and the anxious suspense caused by the large army mobil- © OE 
- ized on the frontier, and for some weeks the feeling has been pronounced 

| that the choice lay between war or speedy demobilization. oO : 
| * KE eo *  # * | a 

|  Regrettable as war is, especially in the present case—for whatever a | 
| other issues it may have, war must hasten the crumbling of the Turkish | : 
| Empire, and at least temporarily cripple Russia—it would be impossi- - OE 
| ble to trust to the paper reforms of Turkish experimentalists to regulate | | : 
| the affairs of the Christians in Turkey as humanity and civilization de- E 
| mand that they sould be regulated, and Russia, in reluctantly fulfilling oe 
| her pledge to extend the protection of her sword over these oppressed | : 
i peoples, I believe to be entirely free from ambition to extend her own |  #- 
| territory, nor will this belief be weakened even should the results ofthe = = =—. ff 
| struggle seem to contradict it. 7 wes Se 80 a ens |  - 

_ The chances for peace are, as already stated, very remote; but for the OE 
| sake of a country which has always been so friendly toward and so : 
| appreciative of our nation, I earnestly hope that the developments of Ns 

the next few days may give a different direction to the march of events. OE 
f I have, &e., Sg ae oo 
fo PE ae | HOFFMAN ATKINSON. | | 
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; | Mr. Atkinson to Mr. Evarts. See | 5 

| No. 161.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 2  &§ 
| 84, Petersburg, April 23,1877. (Received May9.) = ~— ff 

 §rer: The Emperor left the capital on the 20th instant for Kischineff, of 
- the headquarters.of the army of the South. Hisreturn-route isarranged ae 

- toembrace a visit to Moscow, and it is believed that should he not for- — E 
mally make a war-proclamation to the army at Kischineff, the announce- |  &- 

| ment will be made at Moscow. Iam informed that it is already in print, od 
| but as yet strictly withheld from circulation. | SS El pe 1 ee et | | 

| The Emperor has this morning reviewed three detachments of the OE 
| army. To the officers at Bierzoula, comprising the thirty-first division = = ,
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i | _of infantry, the eleventh of cavalry, and the division-artillery, he said | 
at 5.30/a. m.to-day: — a | a er 

ro _ .. Before your departure to. the war I wish to speak to you. If you should have to 
3 | _ fight the enemy, be brave and maintain the reputation of. your corps. Among-you‘are | 
i _ untried young soldiers never under fire, but I expect these to rival the more experi-. ‘| 
; | enced on the field. I hope that you may return soon and with glory. Good-by,gen- — | 
a7 0 Hhhemen. 5 . 7. ae Sa | 

L | Then, addressing the enlisted men, he said: “ Good-by, boys!” (Re- 

i _ The address was received with great enthusiasm and cheering. a 
i The army is reported, as in fighting trim and brimfull of enthusiasm. 

The Emperor will stop over night at Terespol, where another review 
will take place to-morrow, and still another review will be held at Un- | 

| | geni later in the day. His Majesty returns to Kischineff to-morrow at 
| midnight. | a I 

7 Among his escort are the ministers of war, of ways and communi- | 
|. cations, and of the court, the chief of the gendarmery, several princes — ! 
1. of the blood, and GeneralIgnatieff&§ = 8 8 | | | 
: _ The Turkish embassy here has to-day packed up its effects and only | 

| awaits a telegram to leave Russia. : - | a 

, 7 | ce HOFFMAN ATKINSON. 

po a ‘No.262 oo 
i. oe Mr. Atkinson to Mr. Evarts, = | 

bo No. 162] | _-- sCLmGATION oF THE UNITED States, 
| a : St. Petersburg, April 24, 1877. (Received May 14.) | 
1 _ Srp: Referring to my dispatch No. 161, of yesterday, I now have the | 
| _ ‘honor to inclose to you two printed copies of the text of the proclama- | 
|. . tion of war on the part of Russia against Turkey, and a translation ot 
| , thesame, ©0000 es eT 

_ | # ee oe x 

, | Ihave, &c., wees Beg LS . _- mo | | Cs HOFFMAN ATKINSON, | 

| | Lo [Inclosure.—Translation.} SO 

| [From the Journal de St. Petersbourg, 12th (24th) April, 1877.] oe | 

7} - |. PROCLAMATION OF HIS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR. | cae oo | 

ee | | Oo _ St. PETERSBURG, 11th (23d) April. | 
1.  .  - - By the grace of God, we, Alexander II, Emperor and Autocrat of all the Russias, &c., &c. 
{ a _ Beit known: _ a _ . oe . ; 
fo Our faithful and dear subjects know the lively interest which we have constantly | 

3 devoted to the destinies of the Christian population oppressed by Turkey. Our desire 
1 _ toameliorate and protect their lot has been shared by the entire Russian nation, which 
i manifests itself to-day ready to bear new sacrifices to alleviate the position of the | 
| Christians in the Balkan peninsula. The blood and the welfare of our faithful sub- 
to ‘jects have ever been dear to us. Our whole reign proves our constant solicitude to’ 
| preserve to Russia the benefits of peace. This solicitude did not cease to animate us | 
; at the time of the sad events which occnrred in Herzegovina, in Bosnia, and in Bul-) | 
yo garia. Above all, we aimed to arrive at the amelioration of the existence of the Christ-_ 

| jans in the Orient by means of peaceful negotiations and of a.concert with the great = 
4 European powers, our allies and our friends. a a | 

| We have made for two years incessant efforts to influence the Porte to reforms which. |
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‘should shield the Christians of Bosnia, of Herzegovina, and of Bulgaria from thearbi =i (aséiS 

trariness of the local authorities. The accomplishment of these reforms proceeded in an o£ 

absolute, manner from anterior engagement, solemnly contracted by the Porte toward - . 

all Europe. Our efforts, aided by diplomatic urgency which the’ other governments . 

made in common (with'us) have nevertheless not gained the’ end desired. The Porte E 

has remained unmoved in her categorical refusal of any effective guarantee for the , 

security of her Christian subjects, and she‘has rejected the conclusions of the confer-—  &§ 

| ence of Constantinople. Wishing to-try.all possible means of coneiliation toward per-  . § 

suading the Porte, we proposed to the other cabinets to draw up a special protocok | : 

|. embracing the most essential conditions of the Constantinople conference, and to —  &£& 

| invite the Turkish Government to associate itself in this international act, which sets — Ee 

| °- forth the extreme limits of our pacific demands. But our expectation was not realized. | E 

: The Porte has not deferred to this unanimous wish of Christian Europe, and has not : . : 

| — accepted for herself the conclusions of the protocol. . OE es As a : 

| _— Having exhausted our peaceful efforts, we are compelled by the haughty obstinacy . E 

of the Porte to proceed to more ‘decisive actions. The sentiment of equity and our . - 

i own dignity demand it. By her refusal Turkey puts us to the necessity of having . 

recourse to the force of arms.” Profoundly convinced of the justice of our cause, and . 

intrusting ourself with humility to the grace and assistance of the Most High, we E 

{proclaim to our faithful subjects that the moment foreseen by us when we pronounced 4 

| the words to which all Russia responded with such unanimity is now arrived. We ££ 

: expressed the intention to act independently when we should judge it necessary and S 

7 ©. that the honor of Russia required it. To-day, ih asking the blessing of God upon our | . 

: prave troops, we give them the order to cross the frontier of Turkey. = & 

, Given at Kischineff the 12th (24th) day of the month of April, in the year of grace . 

' 1877, and of our reign the twenty-third. re | : 

to | 7 aaa | ALEXANDER: : 

| ry Atkinson to Mr. Evarts. — | ne 

| — No.179.J : LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, _ a : - : 

i; . St. Petersburg, May 25,1877. (Received June 11.) a | 

{ __ Sir: The report of the Russian telegraph department for the year . 

{ 1875 has been published, and presents the following points of interest:: 

1 The extent of lines January 1, 1875, was 57,7182 versts (38,480 miles), 5 

1 with 111,813 versts (74,542 miles) of wire. Of telegraph stations there = = @ 

]— ~were 701. During 1875 the lines were increased by 3,568} versts (2,379 - yt 

4 miles), and the wires by 6,4864 versts (4,324 miles), while new stations 2 

j to the number of 66 were opened. The telegraphs worked by therail- =  §& 

4 way companies had at the beginning of 1875 an extent of 14,982 versts | 

i. (9,988 miles), with 33,0642 versts (22,043 miles) of wire, and 901 sta- ©. > 4 

| ~— tions. These figures were increased during 1875 by 1,215 versts (810. ee 

1 miles) of line, 2,4315 versts (1,621 miles) of wire, and 95 new stations... — ¢ 

a =e The Anglo Indian line was very slightly increased in wire, the linere- : 

| maining unaltered at 3,407 versts (2,271 miles), with 53 stations. Lines .— t 

|. worked by private means were insignificant, amounting in all at the end € 

sof the year to 3604 versts (240 miles) = ne oo 

i The entire service, embracing the governmental, the railway, the [  § 

a Anglo-Indian, and the private lines shows January 1, 1876, a total of  &£ 

a 81,252 versts (54,168 miles) of line, 161,446 versts (107,631 miles) of wire, 2 

4, and 1,859 stations. — The messages transmitted within the empire .§ ¢ 

4 = ~©— amounted in 1875 to 3,478,135, or an increase of 10 percent. Inter- — & 

i; national messages: amounted to 4,179,316, or an increase of 9 per cent. ' 

4 @=Ctj: Telegrams exchanged with France nereased to the extent of 13,431 = = & 

7s messages, but with Germany the number decreased by 3,402, and with = e 

{7  =Great Britain by 4,107. Messages exchanged with America amounted = ff 

{ to 1,016, against 819 for the preceding year. The gross receipts of the - i 

{| department of telegraphs were 4,927,140 roubles, an increase of 2.20 per  §
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| _ cent. over those of 1874. Expenses amounted to 4,094,670 roubles? against 3,791,960 in 1874, the net receipts being in 1875, 832,470 roubles and in 1874, 1,030,701 roubles. The average cost of messages was 1.15 roubles, creating an average profit to the. government of 22. roubles. 7 In 1875, 503,997 roubles were expended upon new lines, against 386,816 

Troubles in 1874. At the close of 1875, 6,791 persons were employed in — the telegraph administration, a gain of 398 during the year. Of female ! _.. employés there were 566. The service: is under good discipline, and — | operators are so educated that at the: principal stations messages are | . . . 1 a a, . | received and sent in Russian, German, French, or English. | 
Dave, &e, | | oe | | | aan Do | , HOFFMAN ATKINSON. 

poe | Oo | No. 271. : rr re 

! | | — | Mr. Atkinson to Mr. Evarts. ee 

/ No. 180.) _ _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, > Lo an | St. Petersburg, May 25, 1877. (Received June 11.) | 
 .. Sig: Thave the honor to inclose herewith two copies of an article | from the Journal de St; Petersburg, with translation, giving some in- : - teresting details of.a railway ambulance. train which left St. Petersburg. . : last Sunday for the army of the south, > 4 a me : | It seems to embrace no feature of distinct novelty in its system, but is 7 ; faultless in its provision for the needs of those who may have cause to | po use it. The reference in the article to the work going on with such de- _ votion, for the care and comfort of the soldiers who may be wounded or | yo il, is not exaggerated, for the glorious deeds of our country, during the ; war which called the sanitary commission and the Christian commission po into existence are being duplicated to-day in Russia, and the fact that po noble ladies are picking lint and sewing coarse garments for suffering sol. an diers, proves that Russia’s best feelings are interested in the war and — po in the fate of her people. : The Empress is pre-eminently at the head of 2 this movement, and both as a sovereign and as a tender-hearted woman, + her example places before the people that there are other duties in war 5 . than the mere destruction of forces. | o '  Lhave, &., . , 

i - | | _ (HOFFMAN ATKINSON, _ 

: (Inclosure.—Translation.] bogs La | 
a a | [From the Journal de St. Petersburg 10th (224) May, 1877.] | | : an | 

i . Sunday afternoon, a train destined for the sanitary service of the army of the south, ] “the First Sanitary Train of the Empress,” left St. Petersburg for Kischineff, by the Nich- ae olas Railway. The departure attracted a large crowd, not only in the station where per- fe 3 _ Mission was necessary, but in all the streets leading from the Winter Palace to the : : Moscow Station. It was known that Their Imperial Majesties would visit the train .. : before its departure, and people waited to cheer them on the way. The Emperor ; and Empress were there at the time named. The.ceremony began by prayers for those —__ | | _ leaving and for the enterprise, chanted by the clergy in one of the halls of the station ; | then Their Majesties, accompanied by several members of the imperial family and by  —s | 4 high persons of the court, went to visit the railway carriages, The visit was longand | 4 scrutinizing. The august visitors wished to examine everything themselves, and _ po, ' showed themselyes much satisfied. The fact is that the arrangements of thistrain i offer every comfort of which the service for which it is designed is capable. The car
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 viages are arranged in the American fashion, with a middle aisle which allows free | 

passage from one end of the train ‘to the other. On the two sides are raised adouble = 

_ row of beds, suspended one above the other, and held by springs strong enough to keep ee 

them in place, and flexible enough to break all shocks. These beds are arranged sim- 
ply with springs, and form real litters on which two men can carry an ill man without . i 

in the least disturbing him. As the passage-ways of the two ends area littlenarrow, #8 ~~ 

they have managed to put on one side of each carriage a double sliding door, allowing  § 

| these movable beds to be carried in and out, without trouble and without jar. Each — E 

- bed comprises a mattress placed upon an elastic support, two pillows, a sheet, and a _.  -£ 
cover of gray wool for thesoldiers, and for the officers a counterpane quilted. Should = : 

: the invalid wish to have his head raised, a mechanism allows the head of the bed to_ ae 

be lifted. If he wishes to use his hands, a movable planchetie table which fits against = =~ #£f 
the side of the carriage serves to hold the dishes brought to him. Each carriage con- oe 

tains sixteen’ of these beds separated by day partitions. There isin each carriagea@ : 

service for tea, a samovar (water-boiling urn), cups, &c., and, opposite, necessaries for _ a 

the toilette. The train also carries its pharmacy, a train-kitchen well found, a store- t 

| room for provisions, and two baggage-cars, containing lint, linen, clothing for the oe : 

: wounded; in short, the results of all the work accomplished. by so much zeal and sacri- | - 

fice by the most distinguished ladies for the service of the ‘ Red Cross.” rr. | 
| The officers’ carriages are arranged like those of the soldiers. Thereishardlya == § 

difference but in the quality of the linen, in the presence of some tables and sideboards, == f 

| where may be placed books to while away the tedium of convalescence. . oe 

| . One carriage is devoted to the office, for the Sisters of Charity, and for the nurses. OE 

| In this the beds are replaced by seats, but mattressed seats, which convert into beds | | 

| during the night. The physicians, who have also an especial carriage, are surrounded =s_—>  - 

, by sufficient comfort to remove all care beyond that of their patients. — 4 - 

| . “It is only after a comparative study of all that was done for the sick and wounded : — PLE 

i ‘soldiers in France and in Germany that these arrangements, so simple and commodious, ; 

| ._-were arrived at, where everything is provided for, where neither exertion nor space is  &§ 

wasted, where all is organized to mollify, as much as possible, the sufferings which | a 

|. -war-entails. PRE Pag ote co Ls  «— 

: Jt is useless to remark that Their Majesties were greeted on theirarrivalandontheir  =-.—sCéiéSR' 

| departure by the most enthusiastic acclamations. Rea Oe - ne 

| This convoy of last Sunday is the first of its kind sent. It will be followed by a. os : 

: great number of others. Public charity, so nobly stimulated by the example givenin = —s»—s'i*éf 

the palace, far from decreasing, seems to increase daily, and the zeal shown in this» Ee 

_ respect by all classes of the people proves that this war against Turkey is a war truly - 

_ national. a ge ee Te a an ae &- 

fo Co My. Boker to Mr. Evarts. oe ee | 

|  No.202]  , | | LmGation of THE UNITED STATES, = 
| Sa St. Petersburg, July 18, 1877. (Received August 6.) | 

: ? Sir: I have the honor to say that yesterday the citizens of St.  — §f 

| - Petersburg were unexpectedly excited with the news that astrong force __ 
| of Russian cavalry had crossed the Balkans almost without opposition, = _ f[ 
| and had securely posted itself at Kesanlyk, thus commanding oneor =f 

| the principal passes of those mountains. This movement initsresults, = =f 

7 it is assumed, will afford an easy passage to the whole Russian army;» sf 
| _ and thus the line which was supposed to be the best natural defense of 7 ft 

; the city of.Constantinople itself has been lost to the inactive Turks. | 

| ‘There was sharp fighting at the carrying of the Turkish fortress of Nikop- _ I 

| olis by storm, which resulted in the capture of two pachas and six . — § 

| thousand men, and at a smaller victory obtained by the Russiansat > 

| Bela, with somewhat severe losses on both sides, but neither of these 

| engagements attained to the dignity of a battle. The importance of _ | 

| the successful crossing of the Balkans, in its strategical results,can = =f 

| hardly be overestimated, since it will place the whole of European —  £- 

| Turkey, almost up to the gates of the capital, at the mercy of the , 

| invaders, aa we ene ae be |
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oa _ It is impossible to account for the sluggishness and the bad general- = 
;. Ship which the Turks have everywhere displayed in the defense of their _ 7 
i _ European possessions. Point after point of strategical value has been 

|. yielded almost without a struggle; everywhere they have been out- 
1 maneuvered by their enemy; and we new see the Russians descending — 

in concentrated force upon the last strongholtl of Turkey without their | 
i | ever having been obliged to fight a single grand battle in order to gain — - 

_ their present immense advantage. == = —.. | 

to In Asia Minor, on the other hand, the Turks have conducted the cam- 
i: paign with singular skill and sound military judgment. At the outset 
i. the Russian force which marched from the Caucasus into. Armenia was. 
} Insufficient for the objects which it had in view. The Russians com- ’ - 
1 mitted, too, the grave mistake of underrating the enemy which they were Ss 
! about to encounter. This error led them into a hazardous division of | 
po their army into three columns, which marched beyond supporting dis- | 

tance of one another, each one seemingly bent onadifferent purpose. The — | 
joo _ Turkish general, Mouktar Pasha, who seéms to be the only capable ~ 
i soldier the war has-yet produced on the Turkish side, acting as he was. | 
{oo on a short interior line, quickly saw the advantage. of-his position, and, / ! 
; rapidly concentrating his.army, he fell upon the three Russian columns : 

2 _ in detail, forcing them to retire before him, one after the other, although | 
; _ he seems nowhere to have gained a great victory or to have inflicted a_ 
j °_. very serious loss upon the veteran troops of the army of the Caucasus. | 
t. | To the Russians, the result of the campaign in Asia Minor has been -— | 
i a failure. No one object of the expedition has been permanently accom- i 
; _ plished, and the whole work must be re-begun, with stronger forces and 
q- _ on other plans, to insure ultimate success. The occupation of Batoum. 
i; °° alone is considered to be of vital importance to Russian interests in the | 
t Black Sea; and if that city were once within the grasp of the imperiak sy 

_ troops, no conditions of peace would ever release it. | 3 - ( 
pO _ With the tenacity of purpose which characterizes the Russians, two 
po additional divisions of the army, numbering, upon paper, abouteighty =| 

_ thousand men, have been sent to re-enforce the army of the Caucasus. — | 
| a ~  Thave,&., 2. © oo SS | 
‘ oO oe | ov. GEORGE H. BOKER. _ | 

| CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF 4 

to STATE AND THE RUSSIAN LEGATION. =, 

po No. 2738. EEE ERE | 

fo ne | Mr. Shishkin to Mr. Hearts. cif eng POP | 

3 . Ce — | - [Translation.] oo ae CO | | 

Po Soe —- LEGATION OF Rusgsta, | 
oO : we 7 Washington, May 19,1877. (Received May 19.) | 

a Sir: The Imperial Government instructs me to notify the Govern- 
i; . ment of the United States of the state of war existing between it and = 

| ‘Turkey, which you have doubtless learned, together with the unfortu- | 
| _ hate circumstances which have caused it, from the newspapers. = | 

: My absence from the capital, during which the erders of my govern-



: ment reached me, has prevented me from furnishing this information a 2 | 

moment sooner, | 

--_In now performing this duty, I avail myself at the same time of this &| 

| occasion to renew to you, Mr. Secretary of State, the assurance of my = — & 

very high consideration, = TE 

fe on | ae ee No. 274. 7 re cee | if 

pM, Bvarrts to Mr. Shishhin, | 

pe re oe. DEPARTMENT oF STATE, —«OE 

fo | oe er — Washington, May 19,1877, _  - 

| _ §1p: Ihave the honor to ackiowledge the receipt of your note of | 
| this date, formally notifying the Government of the United Statesofthe = § 

|  . gtate of war existing between your Imperial Government and that of = —— ff 

| - Remote as it is from the scene of conflict, the Government of the =f 
| United States can in no event be more than indirectly affected. It 

| -- becomes a duty, however, to faithfully observe all its obligations as a | 

| - neutral power. It is hardly necessary to add, that while carefully ad- 

| - -hering in all respects to these obligations, the President is confident _ 

| that the rights of the United States and its citizens will be, with equal of 

| - care, respected by Russia. = _ te oe | 

| Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my high consideration. — | 

: oe WM MZ EVARTS. 0 f 

_ : ee No. 275. Oo BS - . | 

i _ Mr. Shishkin to Mr. Evarts. ee | 

| - ae ' [Translation.] 7 | . - a oe ae 7 3 

po aaron or Russia, sO 
poe. Washington, June 11,1877. (Received June 11.) | 

| | Sir: I hasten to transmit to you, herewith, a copy of a circular which — 
|. has just been sent me by his highness the chancellor. of the empire. = | 

Although the Government of the United States was not among the 

signers of the declaration of Paris of 1856, I should nevertheless be par- es 

' ticularly obliged to you, Mr. Secretary of State, if you would be pleased —  &§ 
| _ to inform me in what manner the Federal Government views the facts 

-mentioned in the circular of the imperial cabinet. ae oe 

-.. LT avail myself, at the same time, of this occasion to renew to you Mr. | 

| Secretary of State, the assurance of my very high consideration. - . | 

; we . ES | N. SHISHKIN. 

Pr, “Inolosare,—Translation] erg eee 

- Copy of a circular of his highness the chancellor of the empire, dated St. Petersburg, May ee 

Pe ME RB) ABT : | 
| es You are aware that our ports in the Black Sea have been declared by the Porte tobe —— 

ina state of blockade. Nevertheless, notwithstanding this declaration, the Ottoman _ _ | 

cf military flag has. thus far shown itself on the coast of the Caucasus only, and the -
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| shores of the Black Sea are blockaded by no effective: hostile force. Our local author. 
fo ities inform us that commercial activity still continues in our ports, that merchant 
1 . _-vessels enter them without molestation, and leave in the same manner, and finally that i 
co, the coasting trade is still carried on between them. CS OG 

i In bringing the foregoing to the notice of the government to which you are accredited, 
; you will be pleased to inquire whether it does not consider the above-mentioned state 

| _ of things as contrary to the declaration of Paris of 1856, according to which paper. : 
3 blockades are abolished, and any blockade in order to be valid must be effective... i 

. As it is the commerce of neutrals that is mainly interested in the maintenance of. 
1 this principle, the imperial cabinet thinks it not improper to inform the friendly and 

allied powers of so abnormal a situation. oo Oe | . 
1: I deem it my duty to refer to another fact/of no less importance. According to | 
1 reports received from headquarters, the Turks throw torpedoes into the Danube with- 
; out any system, which may endanger navigation in that river for a long time, whereas | 

ours are sunk according to a definite plan, and so that they can be removed without 
difficulty. a | : . | | 2 

| We trust that it will be sufficient to call this difference to the attention of the gov- is 
| ernment to which you are accredited, in order to induce it to make serious representa- | 

tions to the Porte on this subject. We also trust that this statement will be considered | - 
a as a sufficient disclaimer on our part of any responsibility for the possible consequences 

( of the act referred to. 7 : | | 

is — No276 0 | 7 
| oe a _ Mr. Evarts to Mr. Shishkin. ee | 
| | oo : - or DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | 
: | : Washington, June 12,1877. — | 
i Siz: I have had the honor to receive your note of yesterday; itis | 
| accompanied by a copy of a circular addressed to you by the chancellor 
1 of the empire, relative to the supposed blockade by Turkey of the ports 

of the Black Sea by proclamation only, and the indiscriminate placing . 
fo __ by order of that power of torpedoes in the bed of the Danube. Althoughit 

is true that the United States did not sign and has not since acceded to 
the declaration of Paris of 1856, our reserve in this respect wasand has 

: not been occasioned by any doubt as to the Soundness of the rule in | 
4 regard to blockades which that instrument embodies. That rule has | 

always been regarded by this government as the: wisest; especially in | 
: _ the interests of neutrals, and as founded upon texts of public law gener- | 
LO ally received. It is probable, however, that as the flag of the United 
| States, even in times of peace, is seldom seen in the Black Sea, there prob- 
| | ably will be little or no occasion for the practical assertion of the rule 
1 _ by us at this juncture. The employment of torpedoes is so recent a — | 

belligerent device, that it is believed the powers as yet have had no | 
opportunity to consider the general regulations, if any, to which they | 
should be subjected. For this reason, I now forbear to express any opin- — 

1 ion upon the proceeding to which you advert. — oO | 
| _ Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my very high consideration. = | 
| a . WM, OM, EVARTS. ° . 

| : | : No. 277. _ oe | 

pe | Mr. Shishkin to Mr. Evarts. : a 
I | Se an -  [Translation.] - : , 

| ES | __ ‘Lrgarron oF Russia, - a 
| | Washington, June 23, 1877. (Received June 23.) | 
| ‘Siz: In view of the state of war now existing between Russia and _ | 
| Turkey, His Majesty the Emperor, my august master, has deigned to |



oo an a RUSSIA, | — AIT 

| order the military and civil functionaries to obey certain regulations = — 
having reference to the hostile power and its subjects, and to neutral | : 

states and theirsubjects. . | 

Thinking that the publication of this document might be of great . 
utility to those of the citizens of the United States who reside there, = § 

| and whom these regulations may concern, I have the honor, Mr. Sec- oe 

| retary of State, herewith to transmit to you a printed copy of saidreg- -. & 

ulations, begging you to be pleased to make such use of it as may seem E 
- to you most conformable to the spirit and to the intentions which dic- = ff 

tated them. ss ae | | -  - 

' Accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the assurance of my very high consid- f 

eration, Be VERE AE Oe mo 
| SE ON, SHISHIKIN, 

| 7 | . . ‘[Inclosure.—Translation.] _ - . a 

, St, PETERSBURG, May 13. i 

, - The Bulletin of the Laws publishes in its No. 41 the following imperial ukase,dated = = § 

, - In view of the state of war which exists between Russia and Turkey, His Majesty = : 
| the Emperor orders all the authorities and all military and civil functionaries whom  - 

_ it may concern, to conform, during the present war, to the following regulations in — . &- 
i respect to Turkey and her subjects, and to neutral states and their subjects. Se  &£ 

= I. Subjects of the Porte residing in Russia are authorized to continue during the | | 
| war their residence and. the exercise of peaceful occupations in Russia, under the pro- oe | 

_ tection of the Russian laws. — eo oo | en 
oO. II. With regard to Turkish merchant-vessels, which were in Russian ports and har- : 

| bors at the time of the declaration of war, the order is hereby confirmed in virtue of ; 

|. which they are at liberty to leave such ports and put to sea during the time required’ = 

| to enable them to load with merchandise not contraband of war. : : 

, III. The subjects of neutral states may continue their commercial relations with Rus- _ 
 gian ports and cities, provided they observe the laws of the empire and the principles. og 

i... of international law. Te } - ODE EE Ge 2 _ &£§ 
; IV. The military authorities shall take the necessary measures to secure the freedom _ 
|. of lawful neutral commerce, so far as this is allowed by the conditions of military . 7 : 

i operations. . . rian Da | | | 
_ V. According to the terms of the Paris declaration of April +5, 1856, privateering OE 
i, is considered as abolished, and the delivery of letters of marque is interdicted. | : 
; According to the same declaration, the following rules are to be observed with regard = - &£ 
|. to the commerce of neutrals: oe OS ee ore a 

1st. A neutral flag protects the merchandise of an enemy, with the exception of con-_ oF 
| _traband of war, ugha en DEE ge Pe a 

2d. Merchandise belonging to a neutral, with the exception of contraband, is not — oo - 

| - liable to seizure under the flag of an enemy. ee | | oe 

| 83d. Blockades, in order to be valid, must be effective; that is to say, maintained by oe 
a force sufficient really to prevent access to the shores of the enemy. _ con 

| These provisions of the Paris declaration apply to all powers, not excepting the » . 
United States of North America and Spain, which have not as yet adhered tothis => 1 

i declaration, = Jfsoe . oe : ho | . — | 
i VI. The following articles are considered contraband of war: Portable arms and = 

artillery, whether mounted or in detached pieces; ammunition for fire-arms, such as 
: _ projectiles, fuses for howitzers, balls, percussion-caps, cartridge-boxes, tubes for car- | | 

tridges, powder, saltpeter, sulphur; explosive materials, such as mines, torpedoes,dyna- f 

. mite, pyroxyline, and similar substances; materials. for artillery and engineering, m 
| such as gun-catriages, army-wagons, cartridge-chests, field-forges, canteens, pontons, =  — Ef 

&¢; articles of military equipment and clothing, such as cartridge-boxes, sacks, cui- -f 
| ..  rasses, sapping-tools, drums, saddles and harness, tents, &c., and in general all articles — 
|. for land or naval forces. Such articles, when found on board of neutral vessels = © §& 

bound to a port.of the enemy may be seized and confiscated excepting such quantity | Ug 
i. as may be required by the vessel on board of which the seizure is effected. : re 
| ‘VIL The following acts, which neutrals are prohibited from committing, are assimi- Se, 
|. lated to contraband of war: The transportation of hostile troops, dispatches and cor-  &- 
| ---respondence of the enemy, the furnishing of vessels of war to the enemy.. Neutral  —_~ : 
i vessels taken in the act. of carrying such contraband may be seized, and even confis- = = &§ 
: cated according to circumstances. | De re | . a | 
| - VIII. During the continuance of military operations on the Danube and on the shores ~ E
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: _of that river, it shall be the duty of the commander-in-chief of the active Russian forees - 
: _ to take all measures in his power to the end that the navigation and the lawful com- — 
to. merce of neutrals on that river may be as free as possible, and may be subjected only © 

- to such temporary restrictions as are rendered necessary by the exigencies of war;. 
: | ‘which restrictions are to be removed as speedily as possible.’ 7 ene | 
‘ | IX. The military authorities, moreover, shall furnish their ‘special protection to the = 
. _ buildings, the labors, and the personnel of the European Danube commission, these ss. 

i, _ being covered by the special neutral flag of that commission. | oe a | 
; According to the Geneva convention of August $$, 1864, relative to wounded or sick © | 

_ Soldiers the commanders of the belligerent.armies. are bound to respect those stipula- — 
. tions of that convention which provide for the inviolability of hospitals and ambu-  —‘ 
|... . lances belonging to the enemy, and of the persons employed in his medical service, on. 

condition of reciprocity on the part of the enemy. Remark: When the Turkish Gov- i 
; . ernment shall, with the previous consent of Russia, have adopted, instead of the flag of | 
7 Geneva, with the red cross, a particular distinctive sign for its hospitals and ambu- 

lances, the commanders of the belligerent armies will take all necessary measures to. 
= secure the inviolability of the establishments and persons placed under the protec- i 

i. _ tion of this distinctive sign, according to the Geneva convention, if the stipulationsof _ : 
; .. that convention shall be observed by the Ottoman authorities, — 7 a “| 

XI. According to the St. Petersburg declaration of November 29 (December 11), 
; the use of projectiles weighing less than 400 grams, of an explosive nature, or charged 
: with fulminating or infiammable material, is absolutely interdicted. Oe 
: , XII. In order to lessen the calamities of war, and to reconcile, as-far as possible, and 
: under the limitation of reciprocity the exigencies of war with those of humanity, the | | 
i . military authorities shall conform in their acts to the spirit of the principles laid — 

7 down by the conference held at Brussels in 1874, so far as they are applicable to Turkey 
and in harmony with the special objects of the present war. . oo oe 

fo - No278 - a | 

po Mr. Shishkin to Mr. Bvarts, 
Doo 8 pramstation} | 
| ae - | _ Leaeation oF Russia, | | 
|. | ne . Washington, June 26,1877. (Received June 26.) 

| _ Str: His Majesty the Emperor, my augustsovereign, deignedtoorder | 
| on the tte hee: last, that any vessel sailing under a neutral flag should = 
; | have the right, during the entire duration of the present war with Turkey, | 

tL to engage in the coasting trade between the Russian ports of the Black | 
io _ Sea and the Sea of Azov. a Oe ee | 
fo In bringing this decision to the knowledge of the Federal Govern- — | 
| - « ment, I avail myself of this occasion to beg you, Mr. Secretary of State, 
| to accept the assurance of my very high consideration, = | 

a ) _ — ee  N.SHISHKIN, 

No. 279. oo ONE 
, ee _. Mr. Seward to Mr. Shishkin. eee 
po ee ne | DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
: : TELE - te Washington, June 29, 1877. | | 

| Sig: Ihave the honor to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your | 
_ note of the 23d-instant, transmitting.a copy of the regulations to be ob- 7 | served by the military and civil functionaries of your government dur- 

ing the present war in regard to the subjects of Turkey and to those | | 
| of the neutral-states. | ES EES ge : | 
| - Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my very high consideration. | 
1 ; nna "BW. SEWARD, _ | 

po - ee Acting Secretary,



| mo - oe ARUSSTA. ADD | 

an a Mr. Seward to Mr. Shishkin, CO 

ce RS, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | 
me oO a | oe - Washington, June 29,1877. > 

_. rr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your noteofthe  —— & 
26th, instant, in which you inform this Department that your govern- == ff 

: ment has ordered that any vessel sailing under a neutral flag shall,have 
_, the right, during the present war with Turkey, to engage in the coasting . *& 

L trade between: its ports.on the Black Sea.and the Sea of Azov. | : 

Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my very high consideration. oo | 
| . - os a for | . | wiefes a a . F, WwW. SEWARD, - - . | con 

ae Mr, Shishkin to Mr. Evarts. | | Ce Is 

| | eee Ge * ne - ['Translation:] i a oe . oe : 

Pe PEELE oes Does LEGATION OF RUSSIA, _ ne : 
; Washington, August $5,1877. (Received August 20,1877.) - : 

| .—sM. SucrErary oF Srare: I have the honor herewith totransmit = f 
| -:to you a printed copy of the new regulations concerning the entrance 
| ‘and departure of vessels from some of our ports. — These. have been ren- | 

| dered necessary by the exigencies of the defense of our coasts during | 

| the present war. Cg | ry nn 

|  ILbeg you, Mr. Secretary of State, to take such measures as you may | & 

think proper for the purpose of bringing the contents of this document | 
| sto the knowledge of all whom it may concern, and I avail myself ofthis —s_ ff 
| occasion to renew to you the assurances, &c., &e. on | OE 

pe —/ SHISHKIN, =f 

: | | | . Oo on oe a ‘[Tnclosure.—Translation.]_ S pees be oe - 

, ee NOTICE, : we oF 

jo War haying been declared the 12th of April, the arrival and sailing of vesselsfrom _ «£ 
_ the port of Odessa, from the Liman (estuary) of the Dnieper and the Bong,in the = 

|  .  Strait-of Kertch and in the Bay of Sebastopol, is permitted only upon the following of 
conditions, which, although not: foreseen by maritime. international law, may occur | 

| _—- .att present when the ports are protected by torpedo blockades, the passage of which. 
| ©. should remain secret. | a ple nae Bo | 
i 1st. Every vessel upon arrival should stop outside the line of the torpedo blockade, ' 

where Russian officers with their retinue will meet it, and taking command of thesaid  \ — § 
- vessel will enter the port after being convinced of the regularity of the ship’s papers. : 

f 2d. The captain, of the said vessel will engage in writing, as well for himself.as for = 
| his vessel and passengers, that. while crossing the barricades no person will remain on : 
; ‘deck nor seek to see, by the port-holes and scuttles, the route followed by the vessel. ==. | 
|. 3d. The same course shall be absolutely observed at the sailing of the vessels of com- - 
i merce:from port; that is, that the command of the-said vessel shall be assumed. by a SE 

i Russian officer with his retinue, conformably to. articles land 2. © Ce 
| In case of the appearance of a cruiser of war in the places where it ‘is. possible. to. | E 
. — observe the entrance and exit of vessels, the Russian authorities will exact their with- : 

_ ‘drawal to a certain: distance, sufficiently long to effect the entrance or sailing of the _ &£- 
: vessel. Until the accomplishment of this formality no vessel can enter or leave. But | — 
; at the same time the captains will be warned that it is possible that the hostile. cruisers == £ 
, of war may not be willing to consent to this proposition, and may immediately. begin | | 

| .. . hostilities; in such case the vessels lying in the port and deprived thus of the possi- ane 
| bility of sailing, inevitably expose themselves to all the danger of the enemy’s fire. |
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Po SIAM. Soka | 

1 So The Siamese Minister of Foreign Affairs to Mr. Fish | 

| oe a ce [Translation] = wo os 

To | re BanexKox, May 30, 1876. (Received July 28.) . 
i, Chow Phya Bhanu Wongse, Maha Kosa Dhepoti, the Phraklang, min 

a ister for foreign affairs, has the honor to address to the honorable 
7 Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, United States, Washington: “ - 

| Sir: His Majesty the King of Siam has commanded me to address : 
| | you as follows: _| | a : So 

On the 23d April last, Commandey Matthews, in the United States. | 
{ war steamer Ashuelot, came to Siam on a visit to the United States. 

7 consul, and had audience of His Majesty the King of Siam, after which. 
po His Majesty took counsel with the senabodi, on the subject of the collec. | 
| _ tion prepared by the Government of Siam for the Exhibition at Phila- . | 

| delphia, which, to the regret of the Siamese Government, still remained | 
3 on hand, not having been forwarded at the appointed time, owing to. | | 
] causes which have been explained in my dispatch of the 28th January,. : 

1876. His Majesty the King of Siam commanded me to ask Commander | 
_ Matthews to take charge of the collection, and convey it in the Ashuelot. | 

fo. _ to Rear-Admiral Reynolds on the Japan station, to be forwarded to the- 
| Government of the United States. Commander Matthews left Siam, 
to and communicated with Rear-Admiral Reynolds, and on the 26th of = 
L May returned to Siam in the United States steamer Ashuelot, andin- =| 

formed me that Rear-Admiral Reynolds had instructed him to fetch the- 
| | collection intended for the Exhibition, © 00 

_ «xis Majesty the King and the senabodi of Siam have been most | 
| _ pleased to intrust to Commander Matthews the collection which His. 

_ Majesty the King and senabodi have prepared for presentation, with their | 
best wishes, to the Government of the United States. When the exhibi-- | 

7 __ tion is ended, please exhibit it at the Museum.as a souvenir fromthe King- | 
| -  domof Siam. It is not a collection of articles of peculiar excellence,. | 

but of articles generally used in this country, and of samples of articles. | 
of trade of Siamese origin; a collection which the Siamese Govern-- | 

4 ment had much pleasure in preparing as a contribution to the Exhibition | 
| as a token of their esteem and respect for the Government of the United: | 

Oo ' States. | 7 | eae 
: * _ # OR & * wR | 

| : The collection which has been forwarded was arranged by Mr. J. H. | 
2 Chandler, who understands it, and can fully explain every. object in it.. | 
|. Mr. Chandler left Siam for Washington on May 19. | 
foo _ His Majesty the King of Siam and the senabodi pray that the;Power | 
/ which is highest in the universe may assist, foster, and protect the city | 
fo of Washington and the United States of America, and may from the date of” | 
fo _ their centenary onward bless them with a prosperity still greater than | 
fo. that they have hitherto enjoyed. I beg to add the-assurance of my-” | 
: | high esteem. ssi 0 GEE | 
| Dated at the foreign office, at Bangkok, 30th of May,. 1876. | | 

Ce _ CHOW PHYA BHANU WONGSE. 
| . . |
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NG 8B | | 
ee Mr. Evarts to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Siam. — oe 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, = = § ——&f 
eee Rapa os oe — Washington, April 11, 1877. . E 
_.» Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of acommunication  — &f 

' from you, dated 30th May, 1876, conveying to me the information that = =  — ff 
|. the collection of Siamese articles which His Majesty the King and sen- 

_ abodi had collected for exhibition at the United States Centennial Exhi- = = ff 
_ bition were intended for presentation, with their best wishes, to the. = = 

_ Government of the United States when the Exhibition ended. oo E 
The articles were received some time after the opening of the Exhibi- | 

tion, but they were placed in a prominent place, and arranged with judg- = ~~ 
- ment and discretion. They attracted very great attention, not only on co 

| account of their unusual appearance and workmanship, but, also, because El 
|. of the intrinsic merit of the collection. — eatin | 
| L avail myself of this occasion to offer to your excellency the assur- = ~~‘ 
| ance of my high consideration. RG 

: ‘His Excellency CoHow PHyaA BHANU ‘WONGSE, | eee | 
Po Maha Kosa Dhepoti, the Phraklang, Ge, de.  ti(isi*@* 

| Pe | No. 284. 00000 | 

fo  * Mr. Hearts to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Siam. SE 

po os DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ©. ~ &| 
Pn ..- Washington, November 2,1877..  &§ 
| To His Excellency Chow Poya BHANU WONGSE, CF | OE 

_ Maha Kosa Dhepoti, the Phraktang, Minister aE 
|  ..  . for Foreign Affairs for the Government of Siam: ET 
| The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the f 
| honor toaddress his excellency the minister of foreign affairs of Siam, =  ~— 
| in relation to the valuable collection of articles prepared by the Govern- = ~— & 
| ment of Siam for presentation to the Government of the United States. = -— & 
| This collection having been intrusted by the King of Siam toavessel §. ff 
| of the United States Navy for conveyance to this country, it wasonits = | 
| arrival received by the Secretary of the Navy, who has been directedby = =—sa*@& 

the President to express, through the undersigned, to His Majesty the = »~=& 
| King of Siam the high appreciation which the Government of the — | 

| United States entertains of theliberality and good feeling that prompted. ==———(isté‘<s«*@ 
_ the presentation of this interesting and instructive collection, which = — | 

| . will be to our government and people evidence of the progress Siam f 
| has made, and is making, in the arts of civilization. = === es 

._ In compliance with the-direction of the President, the undersigned = ~~ | 
_ has the honor of transmitting the letter addressed to him by the Secres = ~— | 
_ tary of the Navy, which the President requests may be communicated == ~~ i& 
|. tothe King. From its perusal the King will be convinced of the care. | 
|. with which his generous gift will be cherished by the government inthe __ | 

_ highest of the scientific institutions of the United States. = = &| 
_.. The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to offer to his excel-. gE 
_» dency a renewed assurance of his high consideration. = =§°= = =~ = —————<“i‘C;:;:™*~*S
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| ore | oe — : . [Inclosure.] | ee oO " a | - ! 

po eS oe Mp, Thompson to Mr. Evarts:’ ee oS fee 7 | 

i 2 ES : oe | an ist. a - NAVY DEPARTMENT, | 
| | / & . - Washington, October 25, 1877. (Received October 26.) 

. _- §rr: The valuable collections of articles prepared by the Government of Siam,an@ = 
presented by His Majesty the King to the Government of the United States, through =—s_. 

. Rear-Admiral Reynolds, of the United States Navy, for exhibition at Philadelphia, 
1 have been placed under the care of the Smithsonian Institution, properly catalogued 
4 and labeled. They remain in an excellent state.of preservation, and will be kept, at 
, + all times subject to public inspection, as evidence of the generosity of the Siamese 

_ .King and Government. = > a aes . . - a 
- _ The Navy Department, in whose charge these articles were placed, in obedience to , 

too _ the instructions of the President, desires to express, through the Department of State, = 
, : to the King and Government of Siam, the high appreciation in which the Government | 

, _ Of the United States holds the liberality which has prompted this magnificent dona- : 
Bo tion. While it will add greatly to the interest and value of its national cabinet, it : 
: . will serve to show that the King and Government of Siam entertain the highest respect - 

. for the people and Government of the United States, and that in all our intercourse. - 
ft with the people and Government of Siam we may expect that just, courteous, and 
L dignified treatment which characterizes the most’ advanced and progressive nations. | 
a _ The President has directed me to request that you will communicate a copy of this. 

| letter to the King of Siam. _ | BO SO : | 
po . ; Thave, &¢e.,, 2 oe 
a | | | oe oR. OW. THOMPSON, | _ 
[. . a OE a oe - + Seeretary of the Navy. 

po : on SPAIN. ee | 
Ro a oo No.285000 

| | Mr, Adee to Mr. Fish. - ee oe 

Fo No. 886.] _. Legation or tHe Unrrep States, 
| Madrid, November 4, 1876. (Received November 20.) | 
| Sim: The eve of the reassembling of the Cortes seems tome to bea 
| | fitting time for a brief review of the recent and present political situa- 

, _ - On the whole, the government, under the able pilotage of Mr.C4novas | 
i | del Castillo, appears to have steered its way skillfully among the hidden 
A reefs and surface-breakers of the parliamentary vacation, = : 
: | The opposition has not been idle during the summer rest, as you will i 
: Oo have judged from several of my dispatches. Its attacks have been as 
i ' much personal as political. = Oo A SSeoeSe | 
1 ‘Strenuous endeavors have been made to rally a sufficient number of : 
yo the ministerial representatives of the nation around this or that promi- 
\ _ nent man of the majority, or this or that prominent leader of the in- | 
; determinate fraction which fluctuates between the constitutionals, so 
| called, and the party in power, with the object of either ousting Mr. | 
4 Canovas in favor of one of his own adherents, or of realizing a fusion. 
| _. of the border elements to form a parliamentary center, or right center, 
1 _ in Imitation of that in France, to control the balance of party strength 
A in the lower chamber. The efforts, however, in. favor of Mr. Posada | 
fo Herrera and Mr. Alonso Martinez do not seem to have been productive 
1 of much result, and Mr. Canovas del Castillo meets the Cortes with his — | 

| - _ large personal prestige practically unimpaired, and with the conciliation. —_| 
J cabinet and policy with which he took the reins of government still | 
yo strong against assault. OB a oe :
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_ ‘The campaign against him from the political point of view has been —s_ 
earnest and bitter. A number of vulnerable points inhisadministration = = —_ J 

_ have been assailed, but without much success. My dispatches willhave - . §f 
given you a fair conception of the state of the religious question, con- OE 

cerning which it is expected that the warfare will be renewed in the _ = 
Cortes at no distant day. Besides this, the other main points of attack =  § 
have been the return of the royal family to Spain, and the continued  §=——&& 
suspension of the constitutional guarantees, commonly called the““dic- = ff 

-. tatorship.” ‘The first of these, which in less resolute hands might have = ——‘i& 
| been a source of peril, has passed without any very marked effect. The =  ~—— & 

_ queen-mother did not enter the lists as an open champion of reaction, | | 
but remained quietly at Santander, and after a few weeks spent in the OE 

. bracing air of the Guadarrama at the Escorial passed unostentatiously = — ff 
to Seville, where she is now for the winter, surrounded by her family. = ~~ & 

_ It was alleged that she was to make a semi-triumphant entry into the = ##§ 
| capital on the 29th of September, the anniversary of her dethronement, = ~——i*é 
_ but.she did not, her own good sense probably showing hertheunwisdom = — & 

_ of any such defiant attitude, especially when the very government of her =——s&E 
son rests on a political conciliation which embraces ascabinet ministers = ~—i&F 

_ two of the men most active in her overthrow. Her Majesty didindeed = § 
__ visit Madrid, but only for afew hours, coming and going without pmp =—~—sé& 

of any kind, and in the midst of what looked very like the stolid indif- == 8  §& 
| ference of the people of the metropolis. 

The suspension of constitutional guarantees constitutesagravercharge = ~~ ff 
_ forthe government to meet. You will remember that at the timeofthe ~~‘ 

|. adoption of the present constitution the ministry of Mr. CAnovas wasal- ss ssé@G 
- ready acting under the so-called “extraordinary powers” with which its = ~——i*é&f 

predecessor had been self invested during the presidency of General Ser- == 
| rano; that no special legislative steps were taken under the newconsti- == ~~ —f 
| tution to confirm those extraordinary powers; andthat,onthe question $= = § 

being mooted in the Cértes, it was abruptly suppressed by an over whelm- § 
ing vote of confidence in the government. . = ©... ET 

_. Under the Serrano decree and the vote of the chambers the govern.  =———sif 
ment has continued to act. In point of fact, the constitutional guaran- oF 
tees are not, and have not been, suspended; they have never been put = — & 

- into operation, and await the resolution of the government and the Cér- 
_ tesinordertotake effect. ©0000 000 
. . These powers of the government have stood itin good stead inthe ~~ | 

_ breaking up of the Zorrilla-Salmeron conspiracy, and.it must be admit- = sf] 
ted that the ministry has exhibited moderation in availing itself of its — «ff 
faculties to so slight an extent as it has donein thisinstance. =. | § 
Notwithstanding that its attributes partake largely of the absolutism =f 

attending a “state of siege” (that is, proclaimed martial law), and that sf 
__ the eivil and ordinary jurisdiction might not unpardonably haye been =—*@| 

set eee on the plea of imminent danger to the state, the government ==  ~——‘&F 

~ of Mr. Cénovas del Castillo waives its powerful prerogative and adheres sf 
to the fuero comun for the prosecution of the alleged conspirators, as _ og 

_ explained in my No. 381. A notable illustration of this is announced | oe. 
_ to-day, in that General Bargos, who was detained on his voluntary sur- oy 

~ render, and released on his military parole, has just been arrested on. ~— & 
the warrant of the civil judge who has cognizance of the proceedings. - UE 

Again, in respect to the periodical press, the government has shown  —— ‘& 

Since the press decree now in force took ‘effect with the new year, = ~—&F 
there has not been a single instance of arbitrary suspension of a paper, = —i*&
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; _._ Buch as we are in the habit of associating with the idea of a continental | 
: dictatorship. — a Ce | ee a 
To _ - . Complaint has been instituted in cases of alleged contravention of tha’ =, 

i) °- Jaw; public trial has been had before an honest special tribunal; and | 
; ~~ aequittals have been almost.as frequent as convictions. Incase ofsen- 
1 tence, appeal, with public hearing, is had tothe supreme tribunal. Dur- = | 

Ing all these proceedings the journal accused continues to be published, — 
| and even in event of the judgment of the press court being affirmed,the  —_— 

, _ journal condemned to suspension takes its own time about commencing —s_— 
i]. to suffer its penalty. It is true that there have been many convictions | 
yo. _. and suspensions, but it is hardly fair to throw the blame of this upon | 
: _. the government. The law may be harsh and restrictive, but itis. | 
3 known, and can be obeyed by any one who comprehends its precepts. 
7 And to the impartial observer it looks as though the opposition press 
1 _ aimed to come as near as possible to transgression of the law without 7 

-- Incurring amenability to the penalties it imposes. In fact, loften think | 
1 _ that the main object of the anti-ministerial journal of the day is tocourt 

‘* denunciation” by the fiscal on an article or paragraph of double mean- 
4 ing, trusting to obtain acquittal on trial or appeal through the ability of ©. 

- the advocate charged with its defense. => | Oo | 
T At any rate, whether the dictatorship of the government, in these | 
i and other matters, be onerous or not, itis announced that on there- 
| assembling of the Cortes the cabinet will resign its extraordinary powers 
7... -into the hands of the co-legislative bodies. | | | 

In its financial aspect, the position of the government is not so good. 
L Although the measures planned by Mr. Salaverria have been followed by —— 
, his successor, Mr. Garcia Barzanallana, and although the revenues of . 
po _ state are considerably in excess of previous years, and go beyond theesti- == 

mated receipts, still the public expenses are heavy, the financial condi- 
tion of the country is unhappy, the prospect of continuing to pay even. 

; the one per cent. of interest promised to foreign bondholders is notso = 
| good as they would like, and the public credit has sunk even lower, till — 
| the three per cents. are rated on the bourse at less than 12,afallof 
fo some 7 per cent. of nominal value, or-some 40 per cent. of actual price, 7 
i within the past year. And yet, in coming before the Cortes, with an 
, - effected Cuban loan, a floating debt funded, and a gold and silver cur- 
; .- - reney unified at last, the government does as well as could be hoped. ~ 
| Phere will be opposition, and bitter enough, too, on all these points of : 
i | omission or of commission, but.a natural defense, if not justification, is | 
: -- found in the inquiry: what government could do better? = «= © 7 

7 The news from Cuba is reassuring to the ministry, and cannot but 
: | have a good effect on the Cortes. A telegram received yesterday from | | 
{ _ General Jovellar, reports an encounter with an insurgent force, which 

suffered*defeat with much loss, the chief Veguita being among the | 
i. _ prisoners taken. — Oo Se _ ey 
jo. The district of Las Villas is reported clear of insurgents, and the | 
io - ° arrival of General Martinez de Campos is anxiously awaited in order to | 
po begin active operations in the field along the lines of the two trochas. 
1 Over 21,000 men of the recént re-entorcement have thus far sailed from — 
i Spain. - a oe a me | | 
| _ “in foreign affairs, three matters of interest are likely to come before 
; the presentlegislature Co 
f - The extradition of Tweed, in the absence of a treaty, will doubtless sy 

attract attention. What contention there may be about it may possibly | 
4 be allayed by the government’s holding out the prospect of a formal and Q
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. beneficial treaty of extradition with the United States, as the result of | 
_. this friendly concession on the part of Spain. ~ a | oe 

With France a somewhat similar question has arisen in regard to the vo -E 
_.  gurrender of Rosas Samaniego, a Carlist guerrilla chief, which is de- — ; 
- - manded of Spain, under treaty, on the ground that criminal chargesof = .-— && 
-_ -murder, arson, and robbery, are pending. against him. = = = = =  — «| 

: To this demand the French government hesitates toaccede,inviewof.  — & 
the general political character of the crimes laid at Samaniego’s door, | 
and in remembrance of the circumstance that its own communists, —— f[ 

_ whose hands were deeper stained than those of the Carlists,evenre- § & 
_ ceived quasi-protection in some foreign lands as political offenders. = === = —s &&f 

_. Itis said, also, that France will be invited to expel Mr. Ruiz Zorrilla | 
+, from her territory. If this step is contemplated it will doubtless come —i‘(eSCSd 

_ beforethe chambers. 6 | Spee SA el 
a i *  # gy 

; As for the work to be done by the Cortes, there is prospect.that they =  —— 
willnot beidle. | a a ee —— aes a 

| - The much-needed “organic laws,” as they are called, that is, lawsin =§ &§ 
_ interpretation or definition of the precepts of the constitution, are to . - #- 
_ be framed. ee er Oo ET 

ne The finances are in some want of further legislation. Thejudicial = §  ~ f 
system, after the reckless tinkering which it has undergone intherev-  — & 

- olutionary era, would be none the worse for a few extra touches now OE 
to make it more uniform. And what is one of the most prominent, if — o£ 

- not one of the most important features of a legislative session in Spain, = —' ‘&f 
the conflicting personal interests of the men, rather than the principles = — 
of the contending parties and fractions of parties, will not bea barren = = = § 

subject of debate. RES Be cence 
a | Tam, &e., | Sees | / 

ae | A, AUGUSTUS ADEE. | 

ae | ae No. 286. = = | ee | 

Mr, Adee to Mr. Fish 

| No. 394.] oe _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
ft Madrid, November 8, 1876. (Received November 27.) | 

| Sir: One of the chief topics of conversation in Madrid for some = 

| weeks past has been the establishment ofa mysterious institution of ~ [ 
_. eredit by a woman named Dofia Baldomera Larra, in one of the lower ———if 
_. wards of the city, where sums are received on deposit and interest paid = ff 

_. thereon in advance at the rate of 20 per cent.a month or more. She ~~ if 
opened her doors to depositors about eighteen months ago. Her busi- | 
ness soon became noised about. From small beginnings money flowed — | 
in till as much as 80,000 hard dollars have passed to her coffers ina =. ~——i& 
single day. The effect on the lower and more frugal classes is disas- = —*& 

_ 4rous. Workmen cease to labor and place their little savings of years =~ & 
| with Dofia Baldomera, living recklessly on theadvanceinterest received. = f& 
~. In Toledo and other provinces, land and cattle are sold by small proprie- _ *§ 

_ ~ .tors, the proceeds finding their way to “la sefiora.” Other savings-banks t 
_. have sprung up in Madrid and the provinces, paying as high as 35 per. | 

| cent. a month, and distributing lottery-tickets and prizes to new sub-.  ——si& 
_._-Scribers as an inducement to attract deposits. Long queues of persons, §=§=—S—=—séiO#h 
-- en, women, and children, with sums large and small, besiege the doors. si
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i. Of these places, sonmietimes requiring the intervention of the police to | 
| ‘preserve order. eR 
a _ Dofia Baldomera has played her hand in this matter hitherto with | 

i | singular shrewdness. One day announcement was made that she had 
paid out $60,000 on a forged deposit-book. On another it wasrumored 

. _ ‘that:'she had left Madrid. Each time there was a run for repayment. = 

_ All demands were promptly met; in an hour the tide turned, confidence | 
] was restored, and those who had carried off their hoard inthemorning . 

a ‘were only too glad to bring it back by nightfall, so as not to lose a 
‘single day’s precious interest. ee ce | oo 

| ° Of course, the transparency of the fraud is apparent. The same_ 
| _ ‘thing has already occurred in Italy. The “bank” goes on wellsolong = 
| ‘a8 the deposits increase in such ratio that the income of one month 

‘covers interest and capital of those preceding. But the limit of this — 
| ,.  apidly increasing progression must soon be reached, and then,asin 
i & Italy, the “bank” must close its doors. _ I 
| The matter is a public scandal in Madrid. The press calls upon the | 
| _. government to interfere. It replies that it cannot do so until an offense. 
A _ against the laws is perpetrated... Dofia Baldomera has been required 

1 - to take out 4 banking license at the maximum rate, and has doneso 
4 | under protest. <A ‘ delegate” has been named to inspect theestablish- 

ment, and he reports that no banking business is transacted besides the — 
1... regular payment of interest and reception of deposits, especially the 
: | Jatter. On occasion of his first visit there was a disturbance among it 
| ss those in waiting, but ‘la sefiora,” with admirable tact, at once closed : 
to her doors to all except those who wanted to draw out money, and none ——s, 
: came. The next day all went on as before. = = a 
| _. The utmost publicity is given to the affair, and would-be depositors  — 

7 are warned of the unsafe character of their investments. They are | 
i; > told that the last must pay for all. This does not deter but ratherin- | 

: cites them. Each fondly gives himself the credit of possessing shrewd- 
: - ness enough to withdraw in time, and thus get rich at the expense of — 
to _ those who came later in the game. It is, in this aspect, more exciting 
1 _ than the lottery or the green cloth, = = © ee | 
i he end, however, can not be far off. The director of one of the minor. 
4 do per cent. places has already closed his establishment and disappeared. 
fo The question in every mouth is, when will Dofia Baldomeraabscond, and 
|. @an she be prevented?* 0 ae OS 
fo _ report this, partly as matter of general interest, and partly because 
- a scheme of fraud like this is too ingenious and too sure of success not 
1. to find its way across the Atlantic to the Spanish American States, or, 4 
4.  itmay be, toourown © ne | | 

4 Gs Oe A, AUGUSTUS ADEE. — 

Ce — . No. 287.0 | | SLPE gSe ey 

Mr, Adee to Mr. Fish. oe BO 

, No. 406.] |. 7 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | | | 
; Madrid, November 11, 1876. (Received November 27.) .- 
: Sire: Much interest has been felt here for some time past in the 
i | political contest which has been going on in the United States, and the 

| result has been eagerly, almost anxiously, awaited. The first telegrams : 

_--*- * Dofia Baldomera disappeared from Madrid some. weeks subsequent to the date of - 
1. _ this dispatch. Her gains were said to have reached $700,000. This is probably largely _ : 
i overestimated. Ne Os CB :
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- - received here, as elsewhere, too, indicated the election of Mr. Tildenby . ff 
@ majority of some thirty or.forty.votes in the electoral college. This = = = §& 
announcement was a surprise to the Spanish Government and to the ~ -§ 
press of Madrid. BE) a eR ol 9 UR Se Nau | GE 

- The first impression noticeable among those with whom I conversed | 
- -was one of doubt, approaching to distrust, as to the influence of a  - 
--. ghange of administration on. the future course of relations between the | 

United States and Spain. Traces of this feeling areshowninthepromi- = & 
| nent article published in the Imparcial the next morning, the 9th,and — — §& 

the spirit of which was echoed with more or less force by several other = ff 
-  journalsof the opposition, = &§ 

[hastened to reassure those who spoke to me on the subject by re- El 
: marking that all the old issues, either for or against slavery, had been  — ff 

swallowed up in the late civil struggle in our midst and in the events = §& 

-- gince that time; that a large portion of our political community was sé 
__ gtill Jaboring under the consequences of that struggle, to the result of = =f 

‘keeping alive more or less of sectional influence; that the first aim of = —— ff 
the Democratic party would necessarily be to establish domestic homo- —— J 

- geneity, without which good government would be hampered,asithad  ——— ff 
been so often in the past by conflict of the iriterests coalesced for the = =— ff 

-_ lectoral contest but not yet intimately joined; that this process would) =~ & 
-. need time for its accomplishment, and, when accomplished, would go sO 

far toward extinguishing the adventurous spirit and sectional aspira- = —-——« ff 

tions which had distinguished the States of the South .at the time when © | 
their power and prosperity were based on the institution of human —— & 
bondage, and that in my judgment such a prudent policy of concilia- = = — & 
tion and union at home would involve a collateral policy of friendship —  -§ 
and good-will abroad; for the development of any centrifugal tenden-— | 

| cies, which would be harmful in our outward relations, could not fail to |  &§ 
be equally or more harmful to the body-politic within, = oe 

| I was much relieved to see by the Politica of thatevening (the 9th) that = —s_—s«g Ff 
‘the ministerial press was taking a confident and not unfriendly ground. = = — § 
Both the Politica and the Epoca of yesterday evening, evidently by = — ff 
inspiration in high quarters, strengthened and amplified the position = ff 

- thus assumed. And at the weekly reception, held last night.in the | 

salons of the presidency, the same views were freely and generally ex- = =—s J 
_- pressed, although with more of hypothesis than before, the later intelli: =. ff 

-- gence received being such as to involve the result in complete doubt . | 
and uncertainty, © Ce og 

_.. The closeness of the contest has aroused even more interest in its © ff 
termination than was shown at. first. I heard it frequently said last = &§ 

- night, by foreigners as well.as by Spaniards, that. the even balance of | 

party strength, with the-probable concomitant of the Senate and House sf 
_ -on opposite sides, would prevent any very strongly accentuated policy = ff 

‘being pursued at home or abroad by the incoming administration, =~ f| 
whichever itmay be. © 00 

-. [report these indications of the sentiment discernible about mehere =~ & 

| as matter of interest.. In so far as their importance is concerned the — f[ 
... Hipoea and the Politica may be relied upon as representing the general = —— i 
| wiews of the King’s government, and ‘I therefore send you copy of their =——s ff 
-- several editorials on the subject, together with translation of the more = = | 

Salient passages of the same. I also send copy and translation of the = ff 
article published by the Imparcial. Pl 

_ In view of the later news received, the press of to-day is discreetly = =f 
silent as to the relations of the two countries. 

po Thhave, ey 

2 eee A, AUGUSTUS ADEE, =f.
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Po Sp a : . _ {Inclosure B in No. 406.—Translation.] (MEMES YB oe 

. . - [Leading editorial on the Presidential election, from. El Imparcial, Madrid, November 9, 1876.) - ; 

; _.. The Democratic party of the United States does not specify so positively asthe Re- 
Poo _ publican, among the principles of its creed, that of non-intervention in the affairs | 

of other nations. It is easy therefore to understand the alarm which, according tothe 
i; ~~ telegraph, has been caused in England by the: victory of Tilden over Hayes. More 
i | justified would be. not merely alarm but distrust among us. it re, 

3 On changing the directive power in the United States the central policy changes. 
-— _ Before, it found its inspiration in the opinions and interests of the Northern States,and - | 

Oo now it is about to find them in the opinions and interests of those of the South. Be- | 
qo. tween these and our provinces beyond the seas, between these and the Antilles, there | 
. are indubitable and constant relations, and there exist great and profound analogies —._—. 

- which demand all the attention ofour statesmen. —_ oe | . 
: A certain fact in the contemporaneous history of our country is explained by those | 
ho . relations and that influence, and the memory of that fact and the consideration of - Y 
: | those circumstances are sufficient for us not to confide recklessly in the future which 
qo is presented to us by the solution of the American crisis, nor to cease to think very _ 
3 | seriously on the consequences which may lead to problems related with interests of 
Do _ -vital importance for the Spanish nation. In view of the victory of the Democratic + _- - ‘party, we ought, therefore, at least to remain in a prudent attitude of expectancyand  ~— 

es |... {Inelosure D in No. 406.—Translation.] _ , mG 

_ [Leading editorial on the Presidential election, from La Politioa, Madrid, November 9, 1876.) 

| a Will the Democrats have learned anything in these sixteen years, during which a 
_ war of the costliest and bloodiest character has taken-place, which has cost the United : 

; States more than a million of men, and more than thirty thousand millions of francs mo 
4 __- ($6,000,000,000)? We think the experience has been too costly not to have been . A 

| _ . . heeded; we think that a sufficient time of experience has passed to remove the fear of 
4 _ the restoration of anything which resembles slavery, or the reproduction of theformer — : 

adventurous schemes ; we think, lastly, that the spirit of the new government,andeven ——s 
y of the Democratic party itself, must have been much modified in the sense of a pacific — | 
| policy, and one.in harmony with all the nations of both continents. (Shae - 
| _ For our part, the relations with the United States, thanks to the skill and foresight = 
poo _ wherewith they have been managed by our minister of state, are to-day on the best 
i _ . - possible footing ; not only is there no difficulty pending between us, but in proportion. : J as the cause of the filibusters. has fallen into discredit in the United States by reason 
4 of the very acts of their partisans and adepts, the cause of Spanish nationality has 
: gained in importance and consideration ; our soldiers have been most warmly received — 
7... in Philadelphia; and the circumstance of having placed with our own resources, with —s 
q | our own vessels, and in a moment, 25,000 regular. and thoroughly-equipped troopson 
$f 7 ' the shores of Cuba in ortler to deal the final blow to the insurrection, has given great _ 
ae prominence to our name in America. *.*. * oe - 

We do not understand, therefore, that there is any serious cause for alarm with re- 
io spect to our interests in the election of Mr. Tilden to the office of President of the’ = 
; United States. Besides the changes which time, experience, and circumstancescannot. 
: ‘but have wrought in the ideas and proceedings of ‘the dominant party, and above all 
i _ of its administration; beside the absence of all difficulty in the relations of thetwo 
/ governments, the United States are themselves at present in a situation which, ration- a 
: ally speaking, does not permit a hostile policy on their part ; both the Houses of Wash- 
: ington are not partisans of Democracy ; and the domestic difficulties which may arise | 
1 . in thé definitive adjustment of the status of the Southern States of the Union would 4 

a necessarily operate to turn aside the gaze of their government from other external ‘ 
affairs of less importance. One of our journals says that in view of the election of . | 

yo Mr. Tilden, we ought to observe toward America a conduct of expectancy and reserve. - 4 
to If by this is meant that we are not to meddle jn the domestic affairs of that country, —«-_— 

. the advice is good, but needless; because with what right could we intervene therein, oot 
i _ directly or indirectly, or with what object? ‘We should, therefore, follow solongas 
| oo: our honor or our territoryjbe not attacked—and we believe they are not to be attacked 
| _ .. =the same conduct of cordial intelligence and friendship which we have observed 
yo. 7 hitherto. Whether Mr. Tilden or another succeeds Mr. Grant, whether the Democratic _ | 

- . party replaces the Republican in power, or whether the latter continues, is a question _ 
| | for the United States alone. We, prepared in time as we are, have nothing to show ex- 7 

| cept the same good dispositions and the same friendly sentiments as hitherto. :
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Se BO oe [Inclosure F in No. 406.—Translation. } . © 

-' - [Leading editorial on the Presidential election, from La Epoca, Madrid, November 10, 1876.] - 

The Republican party, during the sixteen years of its administration, has rendered _  &§ 

great services'to that country, but it has committed great faults. It has invigorated es 

the action of power, but at the cost of infringing the autonomy of the States. Those == §f 
ef the South have suffered terrible vexations, of which they have now avenged them- = ff 

-. gelves by their vote ; but the fear of the Imparcial that should those States recover their ae t 
--. preponderance, the relations with Spain may go back to their old state, does not seem. &£ 
_. likely to us. The Southern slave States had an interest before the war of secession in — ae 

having a new slave State to add one star more to the flag of the United States; but | : 
the abolition of slavery being accomplished, that interest has disappeared,and domes- = —— 
tie conflicts must now largely occupy the attention of the United States. a og 

We do not forget that the new President is going to have the counterpoise of an  - 
assembly with a Republican majority ; and the President above all must occupy himself | oe OE 
in bettering the situation of the States of the South; and in blotting out from the — ae 
administration the character which now weighs upon it. - es 

The foreign policy will not suffer variation, in our judgment, and much less so- | 
_. when Spain gives evidence of vitality as real and positive as it is free from brag-- sid 

| gart boastfulness, and of such true importance fora practical nation like the North | 
_ American republic. It has witnessed the arrival in Cuba, in Spanish ships, and = =*  &§ 
within a very few days, of twenty-four battalions ; it is not ignorant that a heavy loan so 

_. furnishes the means of sustaining them, and that those means will be supplied during —— 
. the necessary time... Twenty millions in gold transported in our vessels gives osten- ooo 
- sible proof of the solicitude with which the nation devotes itself tothe preservatio = —— 

_ its province beyond the.seas; and the name of Martinez Campos, general-in-chief of the ff 
_ troops, appears in the United States with the aureole wherewith his victories and his” : ft 

_ great services surround it. All these things will exert their influence, and-we cherish —  - 
_ the conviction that our relations are to continue to be as.cordial as hitherto. ASa& — . &§ 

| productive and intellectual nation, the prizes gained at the Philadelphia Exposition =  — 
. gay enough. Asa people jealous of its honor and its integrity, the sacrifices realized: 

- nntil now afford the measure of those which we are still ready to make. _ ne | 
_ Let us be lookers-on, therefore, with curiosity and satisfaction in the regenerating | 
- and liberal movement of the United States, who, in the same way, attentive tohealing = | ; 

the wounds of its domestic policy, will have pleasure in maintaining intimate relations | _ | 
- -with the powers. . . . os oe 

- . [Inclosure H in No. 406.—Translation.] . | SE 

| _. [Leading editorial on the Presidential election, from La Politica, Madrid, November 10, 1876.] es | 

ap Oe Bo Ba * we ne ae 

. ... If we had shown ourselves profoundly alarmed at the election of Mr. Tilden, besides aE 
| doing a thing contrary to the reality, we would have given occasion, or at least pretext, “st 

to the opposition papers to speak of the haste of the ministerial press,and of itsimpru- oF 
_ dent attitude, which at such a time as this was:ready to compromise the relations — i 

| which unite us toa friendly power. (OE yee ak woke a 
.., If there had been in reality a great motive of alarm, the dread of such accusations &£ 

from the opposition journals would not have deterred us from fulfilling our duty of | — -§ 
calling the attention of the government and of the country to the gravity of thecir- 

_ cumstances, but. we have already expressed yesterday the reasons we had for not con => 
sidering them as grave as other papers did. CEG Rs wet eee f 
The Democrats return to power, but not without sharing it with the Republicans, — OE 

Z who have a majority in one of the chambers. They return to power after sixteen | . f 
_ years, four of which were passed in a terrible war, which caused an expense of more © OG 

_ than six thousand million dollars to the public treasury, without counting the immense’ ae 
- number of millions which the wealth destroyed in the country was worth; they re- oo EF 

_. turn to power after slavery is abolished and the slaves emancipated in such a manner UE 
| that it is impossible to set them back in’their old state; they come to power with the. | ee 

_. .. experience which they have gained from the facts which have occurred, and which ~ | 
have changed the aspect of all these questions. BS | re _&§ 

_. With respect .to our island of Cuba, when in the Congress of Washington the in- 1 
; fluence of the slave States was almost balanced against that of the abolitionist States, UE 

: _ the aggregation of Cuba to the United States was expedient for those of the South in — : 
_ order to give them the preponderance in Congress. Slavery being abolished in North | 

_ America, that interest has disappeared, and there would remain the difficulties inher-. | OE
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j | ent to the possession of islands, which need for their defense in case of war a greater | 
number of troops than for continental possessions. _ | Us ! 

. The statesmen of North America do not now aspire to the annexation of Cuba; they 
might, at most, endeavor to have it emancipated from Spain, but they will not goto 

i. war to bring about that emancipation, and they would rather endeavor to maintain | 
q - good relations with a nation which enables them. to collect an annual revenue. of 

| | . thirty-two million dollars. The question, therefore, has greatly varied under: allits 
1.. aspects. during the lastsixteen years. : 
: _. There are other variations to note. 'The open wounds, those especially in the South- | 
1. ern States of the great republic, as a result: of the late war, are not yet healed. The 

oo needs of the contest, the excitement of ‘passions, the ferocity with which in many places 
,oy _, the respective ideas were defended, have given rise to scenes of violence and to meas- 
, ' ures.of repression which are still producing their effects. The return of the Democrats | 

/ to power has produced in the North as in the South, difficulties for the AmericanGov- 
fo. ernment which we do not think will leave it superabundant time for turaing its at- 
a tention for the present to foreign enterprises, even did. it persist, as formerly, in the 
yo. idea of undertaking them.. — | Co ae : a 

- On the other hand, there is. no question pending between Spain and the United 
; 7 States which can give rise to sensible differences; oa the contrary, our relations have 

never been on a more friendly and benevolent footing. rs | 
4 _ Lastly, the government, whose purposes in this respect we had the good fortune to _ 
|: _ express yesterday, foresceing what might come about, and in its desire, moreover, to 

4 _ put a speedy end to the insurrection in Cuba, has asked from the country and has | : 
L succeeded in obtaining the great effort which it has just made, and which, until now, 

: no government had made on so large a scale. in so short a time, and with itsown 
Poo means. The 25,000 men sent out are now in Cuba, with General Martinez Campos, 

| and are joined with those who-are there defending the integrity of the country; and, => 
_ before the new American Government has time to look around itself, the insurrection : 

4 _ will have been, if not extinguished, reduced to insignificant bands of marauders, of 
Po which our troops will soon render account. DEES | 

| | FS eh eh aa - Mr. Adee to Mr. Fish, (Baas oan 

| No. 449.) 000 _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, a So : : 

1 / _ - Madrid, December 4, 1876. (Received December 26.) 
| - rm: General Concha has at last carried his point and succeeded in _ 

| making a set speech in the senate on the conduct of the warin Cuba, 
to in support of his recent motion reported in my No. 445. His speech | | 
| was in the main a defense of his own late unfortunate command in. a 

po Cuba, when the trocha was passed and Las Villas invaded with such 
1. -., disastrous results by the insurgent forces. | , | 
| __ Mr. Calderon y Collantes replied, dwelling with much force andsome 
1 bitterness on the incidents of that campaign, which seems tobe asore. 

-. point with the Marquis de la Habana. The minister of war madeafew 
|... remarks in answer to allusions, and the debate was adjourned over until | 

| to-day... oe | ane | Ee 
: I send you copy of the Gaceta’s appendix with the report of the pro- 

: ceedings, and also append translation of the remarks of the generaland =| 
L | the minister concerning the relations between Spain and the United 

} 0 Thave, &., Be : 
bo eR A. AUGUSTUS ADEE,
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Mee oo [From the Gaceta de Madrid, December 3, 1876.] | .  &£- 

| ‘Extracts from the speeches of General Concha and Mr. Calderon y Collantes, in the Senate, ee 
ge December 2, 1876. - oO | UE 

.. "Phe MARQUIS DE LA HaBaNna (GENERAL CONCHA): = *. = * . *  Men- ce of 
tion has been made of the perils and complications which the continuance of the = —s—si& 
‘war may Cause with the United States. This is a very important and serious point, — an ff 
and the more so because of. the deplorable declarations of the minister of state on the -  § 

| occasion of a parliamentary incident which occurred when I had the honor torequest _ 
So of the minister of war certain documents which I considered indispensable. oo E 

With what reason or right can this war of bandits, without a political banner of any _ og 
kind, be the cause of complications with the United States? What, hasnot therepub- — =f 
lic of the United States in its history a war analogous to that of Cuba, which lasted =~ | 
fourteen years? If complications arise with the United States, the minister of state | 
finds his path traced. out for their solution if there be a fact of doubtful right, let him = =—_sdé& 

: treat it with the desire of reaching an honorable settlement; but if, unfortunately, — . gE 
the rights, the dignity, or the integrity of Spain be attacked, let. him answer, not | OE 
haughtily, but with energy, in accordance with the sentiments of the junta of gen- ee 
erals.* But this can not occur, for there are no statesmen in the American nation who _ a 
can to-day wish to annex Cuba at the risk of a war with Spain. Formypart,I am = — & 
convinced that this dread which assails the minister of state is really a grave danger, | ae 

- for instead of a frank and friendly policy with the United States it will leadtoasus- = =  — & 
: picious and distrustful policy, the policy of fear, which is the worst of all. | UE 
~The same thing took place when the question of belligerence was treated in Con-- = = sd 

- gress; there were some who deemed Cuba lost, and others who boastfully,and without => o£ 
any necessity for it, went to work to enumerate the sea and land forces of Spain. IT = 

-.. ‘was then captain-general of Cuba, and I never gave to that question more importance Shee Se 
| than it possessed, because I knew that there would not be taken by the American Gov-- sw sé@E 

ernment a step so contrary to all international law. —. oe Mo el 
-. Let the minister of state read the communications which exist in his department, = ~—'*& 
and he will see that I never expressed myself alarmed because of the discussion of , = = §f 

-. that question in Congress, and that there is not a single reclamation against me for oe 
having failed in my duty toward fofeign subjects, without this in any way interfering — oe 
with my taking the necessary steps against those who openly infringed the laws ofthe = = &— 

- land. Behold, Messrs. Senators, what is my understanding of our position with respect — — - 
| to Cuba, and what good reason I have to be surprised at the words of the minister of = § 

_. state, which of themselves. alone would carry disheartenment to the inhabitants of | oe 
Cuba, were not a protest uttered in this place, and did not all of you join with me in | oe 

~ saying, “It is not possible; there is ho peril for Spain.” Oe | 

The MINISTER OF STATE (CALDERON Y COLLANTES): * * * And - ee 
after all, what plans has General Concha revealed which were not known before?) -— 

_ Ifhe has spoken for the purpose of throwing light on the question, then I confess =——«S 
 thatfor me he has thrown no light on it at all. He says the war is difficultand == =  §f 
cannot be decided in two or three battles. I, gentlemen,a poor civilian, andignorant == =  ~—*& 
of war matters, have learned nothing thereby, for more than a year ago, in a memoran- ee 

-. dum addressed to the foreign powers, I said the same thing as General Concha, and that se. f 
is, that just because the war was irregular, one of genuine vandalism, it offered greater = =. F 

- difficulties in ending it; and I cited the wars in the United States, the Russian wars = ~~ = &— 
on the frontier of Asia, and what occurred in Cataluna when 4,000 or 5,000 men kept woe i 
up a war for eleven months in spite of our army being commanded by one of the first _  - 
generals of Europe, by the illustrious Marquis del Duero,t and was it ended by force of | fe 
arms? No; you well know thatit was not,andIsaynomore. : 

That memorandum opened mén’s eyes and put'a stop to astonishment at the war’s §#==§  &§ 
- lasting so long, and it became understood that it did not indicate vigor on the part of oe 

the insurgents or lack of means on ours. eee a “OE 
ae x % - x a es Ko BR x ee | 

_. General Concha has also spoken of our relations with the United States and of words eg 
-. which I had spoken in this place. I accept all the responsibility, and Iam about to | | 

a repeat them, because I think it convenient to do so. Isaid that the insurrection in . | 
- Cuba was a peril for Spain, but not in the sense in which General Concha thinks. . = ~— 

Without the United States thinking they have any right to interfere in the Cuban - — 
‘war, which is a mere insurrection, may not controversies arise leading to war in an-. Ee 

eo This junta was created in December, 1873... ee 
oe -.. 4D. Manuel Gutierrez dela Concha.
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other way? Was there any need of belligerent recognition at the time of the tremen- - 
a . , dous controversy of the Virginius? Does General Concha know what wasdone in that . | 
: question, which might have caused grave disasters for our country? For one of the | 
| | glories I have pleasure in recognizing, one of the titles to the gratitude of the nation 
j; . - which belongs to Mr. Castelar, is his avoidance on that occasion of a war which was 
a believed to be imminent. Who can assure General Concha that to-morrow, by reason 4 
3 Dee of the war in Cuba, there may not occur some similar event and from which wemay | 
qT. _ not come out as luckily as we did from the case I have just mentioned? For the pres- >| 
fo ent moment I see no probable conflict with any nation; but a year and a half ago Wwe | 
foo were environed by them. I know what it has cost to avert them, and I can give assur- 
: , ance that never have the relations of Spain with the United States been more intimate 
i; and friendly than to-day. 5 * nee py Tee - ve | 

So BS 7 No. 289. ee | 

7 | | Mr. Cushing to Mr. Fish. SO eas et 

y Now 1119.] - ss LG ATION oF THE UNITED STATES, | 
, Be _ Madrid, January 13, 1877. (Received February 2.) 

| _ Sip: My No. 929 of April 24, 1876, reported to you the resultofa , __ meeting of the entire foreign diplomatic body at Madrid, in which it was: ~ 
| Tesoived to make a common representation to the Spanish Government 

i " remonstrating against certain clauses of the existing code of procedure | 
po which, in terms, authorizes and requires the local magistrates to exact 
a by force the testimony of any one of the foreign diplomatic agents in 
i . reference to questions which may be pending in a local court, and when | 
: his testimony may, in the estimation of such magistrate, be deemed ma- | 
Po —. terial. Oo | : OE SS | 
i _ This provision of the local law had been. peremptorily resisted by sev- 
; 7 eral members of the diplomatic body (including my immediate prede- 

- cessor), who each had taken the stand in this matter of repelling force 
to _. by force, assuming that no local law could impair thé diplomatic immu- - 
| _ nities which the law of nations accorded to foreign ministers, such privi- 
1 leges being the right, not of themselves, but of their respective govern- — 
: ments. . BE EEO ESD a a Be 
; _ _ We unanimously, in the meeting above mentioned, concurred in this | 
4 _ . doctrine, and as the result thereof Cardinal Simeoni, as our doyen, ad- 
a . dressed a note on the subject to the minister of state, who admitted our | 
fo premises, and gave assurance that the clauses of law in question should - ' 
i ~ be repealed or properly modified in a general revision which the code of | 
qo procedure was undergoing. To-day Mr. Layard called on me to saythat, 
: : as acting doyen of the diplomatic corps, he had prepared a note calling | 

the attention of the minister of state anew to the subject, which had been 
7 approved by my colleagues, and requesting my concurrence. i tis 
, : I confess feeling somewhat embarrassed on the subject in view of your i 
’ _ instruction No. 394 of July 20, 1876; for if local law is to be regarded — 
i... as overriding a treaty, a fortiori it may override a mere doctrine of pub- 
i _ lie jurisprudence, and it would not seem that the United States have 
: _ any special right to amend treaties by act of Congress. | 

qo , On reperusal of that dispatch, however, while it still seems to me to | 
attribute to certain nisi prius decisions and obiter dicta, especially in the 

: _ mnatter of Indian treaties, a degree of legal authority which would not | if 
be recognized as of much force on argument of the precise question in 

: the Supreme Court, some of those nisi prius opinions having indeed been — 
fo _ expressly overruled there; still, the concluding sentence of it explicitly 
Do declares that the rights of foreign nations remain intact notwithstand- | 

ing such contradictory internal legislation, = oo



-.. Furthermore, it seemed to me that, as you had not disapproved the ‘ff 
initiatory step taken in the presént matter, you would not disapprove == ~~ & 
the second and consequent one, and I, therefore, with some hesitation oe 

- gave my assent to the act of Mr. Layard. = ===  ©— | rc 
_. . Meanwhile my attention has again been called to the point by what =. ~~ & 

has occurred in discussing the ‘royal. order” with Mr. Calderon y Co- | 
-  dlantes. On my observing incidentally that it would not be convenient =~ & 

' that the right accorded to us by the proposed “ order” should be subject 
to the law of April, 1821, or to any other law which might be substi- OE 
tuted for it, he replied, “Of course not; for the arrangement we are to | | 
make will bein the nature of an international agreement, and such agree- = ~~ & 

- ments are never affected by any'local statutes, whether of anterior or = _ of 
posterior date.” SR SE SON ge Se Od Sess | 

Such, as you already know, had always been my own theory of the =f 
_. relation between treaties and local statutes or laws; and in referenceto == = =» ~——s& 

questions occurring in Spain, when the point is of practicalimportance, 
|. the same theory has been assumed as indisputable by all my colleagues ee 
| atMadrid. I recur to it-only in solicitude to avoid overstepping instruc-  ==——“‘iéC~*@*SYX 

tion in reference to the same question, now become a serious one in at GE 
- least two matters of controversy in Spain, to give way on which would — &| 

seriously prejudice the interests of the United States. — oe . | 

Po «Mr. Cushing to Mr. Fish a | og 

_ No. 1161.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, Ce 
a - Madrid, February 4, 1877. (Received February 22.) | 

_ Sire: Your telegram of the’25th ultimo, on the procedure question, = 
_ lifted a weighty burden from my mind. To have forbidden making the _ of 

proposed protocol in any form would have left me in a diplomatic im- — - 
-. passe, unable to advance and almost equally unable to recede. «== | | 

| My negotiation has been pursued not merely with the ministerof . —  & 
| State, Mr. Calderon y Collantes, but also with the all-powerful president =——«&J 
~ of the council, Mr. Cénovas del Castillo. It would have been difficult + — 
. for me at last to say to him that we insiston ex parte concessions from = —_—sdié 

_ Spain, without any, however slight, recognition on our side of the treaty. = ssf 
_ Yrights of Spaniards in the United States. And it would have been sui- | UE 
. tidal to say thatit is not in our power to execute the treaties in the United | 

States as amply as we claim their execution of Spain; forthe treatiesat = ff 
any rate contain stipulations of complete reciprocity confirmed by the =. ‘& 

-. Senate. In short, the difficulty of satisfactorily explaining refusal on Ee 

our part to act in some form would have left us in a condition in no- OE 
- wise conducive to the promotion of our public interests at Madrid. = | 
' Happily, complete accord has been at length reached by Mr. Calderon. ———<(istsé«S@S 

_ y Collantes and myself respecting the proposed pfotocol, on the premises | 
of your telegram.of the 25th, = LoS a as | 

I inclose herewith, in duplicate, by successive mails, copies of the = = &§ 
- protocol in English and Spanish as signed; and submit some explana- = ~—& 

tory observations, © 00 OS 
1, You perceive that the protocol is dated January 12, although not = = —- § 

_ finished and signed in fact until the 4th instant. As the whole negotia- a
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to tion had been officially conducted in the name of Mr. Calderon y Collan- | 
| tes, having in fact occupied much of his time, as wellasof my own, fora | 
To - year past, his colleagues desired that he should bring the negotiation to | 
i - @ close, and sign the act as in effect agreed to by him on the 12th, the 
1 | last day of his continuance in the ministry of state. - COMME ans | 
4 2. Reference on the part of Spain:to the law of April 17,1821, was — | 

| admitted by you in the draught prepared at Washington, and such ref- | 
- erence entering into the declaration of Mr. Calderon y Collantes, it natu. 

4 rally followed that my declaration might well be founded on texts ofthe | 
4 Constitution and acts of Congress. = CE | a 
1 As to Mr. Calderon y Collantes, it was necessary that he should cite 
7 either textually or by implication the law of April 17, 1821, for no other 
| | law for the trial of treason and other crimes of the same analogy isin. 

: force in Spain. ~~ ne | DE 
4 | The history and contents of the law deserve attention, 8 = = | 

- The constitution framed by the Cortes of Cadiz was excessively re- 
\. publican, as that word was construed by Robespierre and his colleagues 
Lo of the French revolution. The Spaniards who framed it while their 

oe _ country was overrun and devastated bytheinvading armiesof Napoleon, — 
4 might have learned thereby, it would seem, the mischievous character’ 
; of the extreme theories of the French Convention, of which the military —_ 
it . despotism and semi-insane spirit of universal dominion, manifested in 
to the invasion of Spain, were the logical sequence, but Argiielles and his : 
po associates in the Cortes of .Cadiz, the Doceantistas, ‘ Year-twelve-men,” 

were blind, as too many of. their school still continue to be, to the folly ‘ 
7 of such infatuated servitude to the extravagances of France. 

: | Hence, on the return of Ferdinand VI, the work of the Cértes of 
|», Cadiz vanished at the mere word of the King, and its authors were —~ | 
1 _ driven for a time into obscurity andexile. = = = EG 
yo | But nine years afterward the ‘‘ Year-twelve-men” were restored to. 
; +: power in consequence of the pronunciamiento of Riego, the first and the 
poo most pernicious in that long series of acts of military mutiny and per-— 
; jury which from time to time ever since have continued to demoralize the. | 
| army and navy and to constitute the great curse and dishonor of Spain. 
4 - During this brief period, then, of the renewed domination of Doce- 

| anistas, the constitution of Cadiz was-also restored, with renewal, of — | 
ae course, of struggle between the King and Cortes, which ended in the 

- intervention of France under the Duc d@’Angouléme. —_ | 
j The dogmas of the Doceafiistas, like those oft he French Convention, 
10 were a singular mixture of tyranny and liberality, which traits pervade 
ao their law “On the cognizance and mode of procedure in causes of polit- 
3 ical conspiracy.” OO De aa 

fo Of the tyrannical features of that law, Spain herself has had sad ex- | 
to perience, for, although designed as an instrument in the hands of the | 
1. Cortes against the King, it was equally available in the hands of the =| 
i - King against the Cortes. — ee 7 ee ee 
: Of its liberal features, the precepts of trial contained in articles 20 to | 
fo _ 83 inclusive are an example. I beg you to look at those articles as they | | 
7 | appear in the translation of the law in question annexed to my No. 971, 
; of May 13, 1876. You ‘will perceive that these provisions are in sub- | 
po stance those of our own legislation, from which in fact they were derived. => 
to . And they seem to go a step beyond our acts of Congcess in their more |, 
po imperative, if not more complete, provision for the review of sentences — : 

in the last resort, which led you to doubt our power of absolute recip- 

_ 3. The redaction of the declaration made by Mr. Calderon y Collantes |
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differs from the draught prepared at Washington only in changes of =—s*#&E 
. phraseology called for by thé division into sectious or. paragraphs, but | 
_ not in any wise affecting the sense to our prejudice. =. | OE 

. 4, My declaration refers to the treaties only in general terms, for the ~§ 
reasons that the treaty of 1795 contains nothing which is not explicitly == | 
and precisely covered’ by the protocol, and that the language of the | 
treaty is inaccurate and vague, for although it speaks of offenses com-  —s_ et 

mitted, yet most of what it says on the subject of trial seems-rather ap-- i sé 
plicable to civil than to criminal proceedings, as Mr.Sagasta and other  —— J 

| Spanish ministers have.had oecasion tourge. As tooffenses,the treaty: = f 
- provides that “the same shall be prosecuted by order and authority of = =-—s« if 

Jaw only, and according to the regular course of proceeding in such & 
cases.” But the “regular course of proceeding” in 1795-was the mili--  . ff 

| - tary jurisdiction; and since 1821 the only “law” on the matteris that = — 
of April 17, 1821; and the “regular course of proceeding” is what that = =——s—sé& 

| law prescribes. Thus the words of the treaty could not add to, but _ oes 
| ~ would rather serve to diminish, the force of the protocol, seeing that the — | 

recital expressly sets forth that the object in hand is to fix the import = = & 
| and application thereof by an accord of the two governments. == =.= *& 
|. & Mr. Calderon y Collantes hesitated a little on the exceptionof the = ~~ = § 
| suspension of the writ of habeas corpus. Was not the effect of this sus-- | 
| pension the same as the declaration of martial law, “état desiége,” = ff 

“estado de sitio,” in time of local insurrection in France and Spain? “ = | 
| And did we not thus reserve to ourselves, notwithstanding the treaty, — - | 

| the right to do, in time of local insurrection, the very thing which, in — 
_ virtue of the treaty, we were denying the right of Spain to do? (See —  - 

|. Opinions of Attorneys-General, vol. viii, p. 3870.) 0 | 
2 _ This obstacle was overcome, in the mind of Mr. Calderon y Collantes, oe 

by consideration of the importance of the sum total of the securities of == = ~—= — 
fair trial which the Constitution and laws of the United States afford, oo 
and the infrequency of the occasion of the suspension of the writ of ee 
habeas corpus, and the infrequency also with which the trial of treason — 
and its cognate crimes bad been pushed to extremities in the United - 

| _ 6. You will observe that not only treason and its cognate crimes are . | 
withdrawn from trial by exceptional tribunals, but likewise all “other ~~ | 

- erimes whatsoever,” and referred to the ordinary jurisdiction. I’think — — ff 
the effect of the provision is that piracy cannot be tried by council of = = ~— 

- waror any other exceptional tribunal, but only by the ordinary tribunal,, = ss J 
_ which for piracy is the regular tribunal of admiralty, but, there, withthe = 
guarantees of fair trial stipulated in the protocol. © ©... § 

4, While the declaration of Mr. Calderon y Collanteslimits,ina most = — ff 
~. important matter, the application of the Spanish law by excluding mil-- ——i‘i&f 

itary commissions in all cases save one, my declaration’ impairs no  ——it 

“rights of citizens,” derogates from no “institutions” of ours, restricts = 
-. no powers, but simply recites our law i the very words of the Consti- =———sdéié&K 

tution and of acts of Congress. 
8, Finally, to the original draught of the protocol is added a stipulae  =§ = = =—— 

tion on the part of the Spanish Government. that, in order to give per- ae | 
- fect security for its sincerity and good faith in the premises, a royal. = — & 

-_ order will be issued commanding
 

strict compliance with the terms of the | 
- protocol in all the dominions of Spain and especially in Cuba. «= © = & 

e I trust you will see cause to feel satisfied with what has been thus ~ OE 
done, which seems to me to be the successful conclusion of this long- 5 

_ standing controversy between Spain and the United States. =... ssi esr 
oo Phave, Ge. a
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i Protocol of a conference held at Madrid on;the 12th of January, 1877, between the Hon. Caleb 
: Cushing, minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America, and his excellency Seftor = 
: : -. Don Fernando Calderon y Collantes, minister of state of His Majesty the King of Spain. 

"Phe respective parties, mutually desiring to terminate amicably all controversy as to. 
yo the effect of existing treaties in certain matters of judicial procedure, and for the rea- 
|... sons set forth and répresentations exchanged in various notes and previous conferences, 
fo - proceeded to make declaration on. both sides as to the understanding of the two gov- : 
, « ernments in the premises and respecting the true application of said treaties. | 

a _- Sefior Calderon y Collantes declared as follows: = | ; | | 
; : 1. No citizen of the United States residing in Spain, her adjacent islands, or her 
j ~~. ajtramarine possessions, charged with acts of sedition, treason, or conspiracy against 
| , the institutions, the public security, the integrity of the territory, or against the  — 
to supreme government, or any other crime whatsoever, shall be subject to trial by any — 
: _exceptional tribunal, but exclusively by the ordinary jurisdiction, except in the case 
He of being captured with armsinhand. = ~-= |. os Se 
a 2. Those who, not coming within this last case, may be arrested or imprisoned, shall 
to be deemed to have been so arrested or imprisoned by order of the civil authority for 7 

the effects of the law of April 17, 1821, even though the arrest orimprisonment shall | 
tT have been effected by armed force. a a | - a 7 

: 3. Those who may be taken with arms in hand, and who are, therefore, compre- 
hended in the exception of the first article; shall be tried by ordinary council of war,, 

fo _in conformity with the second article of the hereinbefore-mentioned law; but even in 
Oo this case the accused shall enjoy for their defense the guarantees embodied in the afore- ~ 

| | said law of April 17,1821. © pe ee | 
po ' . 4, In consequence whereof, as well in the cases mentioned in the third paragraph as in 
to those of. the second, the parties accused are allowed to name attorneys and advocates, 

. who shall have access fo them at suitable times, . They shall be furnished in due season — 
a with copy of the accusation and a list. of witnesses for the prosecution, which latter : 

to ° shall be examined before the presumed criminal, his attorney and advocate, in con- 
formity with the provisions of articles twenty to thirty-one of the saidlaw; theyshall  —| 

fo have right to compel the witnesses of whom they desire to avail themselves to appear | 
| -. ‘and give testimony, or to do it by means of depositions; they shall present such evi- 
4 _ dence as they may judge proper; and they shall be permitted to be present and to 
; . make their defense in public trial, orally or in writing, by themselves or by means of — 
1 | their counsel. ~ So OT SG Suet Ss Pos ae | 

| 5. The sentence pronounced shall be referred to the audiencia of the judicial district, = 
fo or to the captain-general, according as the trial may have taken place before the ordi- 
1 nary judge or before the council of war, in conformity also with what is prescribed in 

oe the above-mentioned law. © SESSA SE 
a _ Mr. Cushing declared as follows: = OBS Say arya Bake oe | 

| ® . 4, The Constitution of the United States provides that the trial of all crimes, except _ 
- in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury, and such trialshall beheldintheStatewhere =| 

oo said crimes shall have been committed, or when not committed within any State the ss 
_ trial will proceed in such place as Congress may direct.(Art. III, § 2); that no person 

| _. ghall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crimé unless.on presentment —s_— 
- of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land and naval forces or in the militia, . oy 

i _ when in actual service (amendments to the Constitution, Art. V); and that in all = 
po - eriminal prosecutions the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by 

an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been com- 
3 _ mitted, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted a 
4 with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 
t,o in his favor; and to have counsel for his defense (amendments to the Constitution, | 

: Art. VI). oo a re | ON Mes 
: . _ 2 The act of Congress of April 30, 1790, chap. 9, sec. 29, re-enacted in the Revised a 
: Statutes, provides that every person accused of treason shall havea copy ofthe in- 
1 . dictment and a list of the jury, and of the witnesses to be produced at the trial, deliv- od 
: ered to him three days before the same, and in all other capital cases two days before 4 
Fo that takes place; that in all such cases the accused shall be allowed to make his full 

f. defense by counsel learned in the law, who shall have free access to him at all season- ned 
: able hours; that he shall be allowed in his defense to make any proof which hecan 
4 produce by lawful witnesses, and he shall have due power to compel his witnesses to _ 

_appearin court. . I Be . ee : 
: - “3, All these provisions of the Constitution and of acts of Congress are of constant and 
fo permanent force, except on occasions of the temporary suspension of the writ of habeas 4 
‘a corpus. / a an a a a | 
po _-, 4. The provisions herein set forth apply in terms to all persons accused of the com- 
fo, mission of treason or other capital crimes in the United States, and therefore, as well | 

-- by the letter of the law as in virtue of existing treaties, the said provisions extend to | 
| | .. and comprehend all Spaniards residing or being in the United States. . :
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| _ Sefior Calderon y Collantes then declared as follows: = | - : | | 
| In view of the satisfactory adjustment of this question in a manner so proper for | I 
i the preservation of the friendly relations between the respective governments, and &£ 
| in order to afford to the Government of the United States the completest security of | 
| the sincerity and good faith of His. Majesty’s Government in the ‘premises, command | 

will be given by royal order for the strict observance of the terms of the present pro- 7 
- tocol in all the dominions of Spain, and specifically in the island of Cuba. ae § 

| - In testimony of which we have interchangeably signed this protocol. a ae #- 
, . , : ~..» CALEB CUSHING. ——. | : 
i | - _. . FERN’DO CALDERON Y COLLANTES. | | 

os NO B91 a 

Oo BS Mr. Cushing to Mr. Evarts. | | &§ 

| No. 1211.] ” - _. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, — | 
| : Madrid, March 30, 1877. (Received April 16.) EE 
| Sir: My telegram of the 28th instant will have advised you of the SE 
| payment to me by the Spanish Government of the one-half of the amount | 
; of the awards thus far made by the claims commission constituted by | 
| the convention of February 12, 1871, between the United States and. 4 

| Spain. | | - Oo oe : 
I now proceed to communicate to you a succinct account of this nego- = } 

tiation. | | a > - | | 
- Mr. Fish’s instructions to present the awards for payment, dated De- | 

_. cember 12, 1876, reached me on the 27th of that month. But telegraphic | 
_ and other instructions had peremptorily presented tome the duty of ~~ 

_ taking up and disposing of the question of criminal procedure in Cuba — | 
immediately after the conclusion of the negotiation for a treaty of extra-_ | 
dition, which, of course, was done to the exclusion of any other matter of a 

! Serious Controversy. \ | | 
The treaty of extradition was signed and sent off on the 5th of Janu- 

| ary. On the next day the consideration of the criminal-procedure ques- | 
2 tion was taken up by the then minister of state (Mr.Calderon y Co- 3 

.  Tlantes) and myself, and we arrived ata substantial conclusion on the | 
| 12th; but the precise form of redaction proposed remained to be con- | 

| sidered by the State Department, and the interchange of telegrams on __ 
| this point between the Department and the legation protracted the ne- aoe 

- gotiation until the 4th of February, when the protocol disposing of the | 
. Subject was at length concluded, as the Department was advised by my  —_— 

. No. 1161 of February 4,1877. a . oes | aeeen — 

Thereupon I took up the subject of the awards, and addressed to the — | 
_ ‘toinister of state (Mr. Silvela, who had meanwhile taken the place of . 

_ Mr. Calderon y Collantes) my note of the 6th of February, 1877, trans- _ | 
| . mitted to the Department with my No. 1170 of February 9. I delivered | | 

_ that note in person to Mr. Silvela, and urged him, with pertinent rea- | | 
sons, to give to it early attention. | ae ig Ee | | But meanwhile the preparations for the King’s voyage of inspection ke 

_ of the ports of the Mediterranean were going on, and at last he departed | 
from Madrid, with arrangement that one after another of the ministers | 

_ Should accompany and follow him; and, on its being announced that _ | 
the minister of state was to leave Madrid, I became uneasy, and made’ 
‘such representations to him on the subject that, admitting unreservedly 

| the obligation of Spain in the premises, he referred me to the minister _ of 
| of ultramar as having received authority to act in the premises in his’ : 
| behalf. This was on the 24th of February. OO | ee | 

| 32 FR | oe | |
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= I immediately sought and obtained an interview with the minister of 
7 —ultramar, Mr. Martin de Herrera, who also informed me that the Spanish 2 
4 Government fully admitted the obligation, but desired indulgence as to 
1 the time of payment, proposing to give to the United States transfera- = 
: ble international engagements, payable in a series of years. I received | 

| this proposition, of course, only ad referendum, without affording any | 
- encouragement that it would be acceptable. oe eos 
i We had now arrived at the 1st of March. On that day I communi- 

| cated the proposition of Mr. Martin de Herrera to the Department by | 
| telegram. Well aware, however, that it could not be accepted by the | 

i: Department, as it was not, I concluded, in the absence of the minister ~ ( 
| of state, to confer on the subject with the president of the council, Mr. - | 
; Cénovas del Castillo, who corresponds in function to the prime minister: | 
: of Great Britain. a | | 
: The result of this interview was telegraphed to Secretary Fish on the | 

_ 2d, and was responded to by him on the 3d, to the conclusion that half | 
' of the amount of the awards should be paid in cash and half in six 
: months = 9 = | ee : | | 
- I communicated this conclusion orally to Mr. Canovas del Castillo, | 

: .. with suggestion that it would be ereditable to the Spanish Government. 
that it should make the proposition, rather than to have the arrange- 

i. ment seem to be imposed on that government. : | | | 
i — In consequence, a note was addressed by me to Mr. Canovas del Cas- 

ir tillo on the evening of the 3d-of March, to which he replied on the 5th, 
\ receiving my response on the 6th, the three notes together constituting 
i . @ confidential agreement, in accordance with the terms prescribed by 
] : Seeretary Fish. Translation of each of these notes is affixed. | a 
| : Some delay in the official consummation of this agreement was pro- 
i; duced by the perpetual va-et-vient of the ministers between Madrid and 
, the several sea-ports at which the King successively touched, andespeci- 
fo ally the absence of the minister of state, and the necessity of an offi- 
i cial note from him in response to mine of February 26, to constitute 
t - formal authentication of the provisional agreement made between Mr. ( 
' | CAnovas del: Castillo and. myself.. Copy and translation of that note, 

i ; which came to me on the 10th of Mareh, are annexed. __ oo ood 
Jo. ‘Meanwhile the minister of ultramar, to whom the task of raising the | 
| money had been committed, was busy in that matter and in verifying 
i the calculation of the sum due, which had been made in the legation 

- and delivered to him as the basis of payment. At length, on the 27th, = | 
j Mr. Martin de Herrera notified me that. on the next day he would be 7 
i ready to make payment, as he in fact did, on the 28th. Lhe payment | 
i  eonsisted, as my telegram has informed you, in a sterling bill on the 
} London Banking Association, limited, at: fifteen days’ sight, drawn by | 
| the Bank of Castile. pets SAY | 
i Translation of the estado or statement on which payment was made, | 
i | copy and translation of the bill and its indorsement, and copy and | 
: | translation of the receipt given by me, are annexed, on all which the . 
i } following explanatory observations are submitted: = = = =. | | 
i (a) The figures of the estado are an exact copy of those of the state- | 
| ment prepared in the legation, = ed 
i; (b) It represents the one-half of the capital of the awards, with the in- 
' ~ terest on that half, leaving the payment of the other half, with its inter- 
i est, for September, a oe co | 

} (c) I assumed that the awards are made payable in the gold coinof 
j the United States carried out in sterling pounds at our standard rate 
t of $4.86.65 per pound, in conformity with the latest instructions of the 
i Department in that respect. Se | | | a a
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__-_ (d) Interest is only caleulated where it is designated in the awards. . § 

) _ (e) In two cases, Nos. 66-and-108; interest. is.awarded, but therateis =——s 

~ not mentioned. In these cases 6 per cent. is assumed, with right of cor- - 

_- reetion, if necessary, reserved in my receipt. _ a | ' 

(ff) As the statement was drawn up on the 16th and payment. was it 

made by a bill of the 27th, the accrued interest is to be reckoned in the — | 

final payment. | Co | ar 
On receiving payment, I sent to the minister of state a reply to his | 

. note of the 8th, copy of which is annexed. a, | | 

|, You will observe in his note reference to unadjusted claims of Span- | 

7 ish subjects against the United States on account of incidents occur- => J 
‘ping during the war of secession, as to which, knowing nothing myself : 

and having no instructions, it was impossible for me to go furtherin _ 

reply than to assume that, when duly presented, the subject would | | 

have consideration on the part of our government. : | 

‘The bill of exchange will be dispatched to London immediately by | 

express messenger, indorsed to Messrs Morton, Rose & Co., as in- 

| structed by your telegram of the 29th. _ a - , Oe 

J felt much apprehension, on first calling the attention of the Spanish ._ | 
Government to the subject, lest it should be object@l that the awards =f 
are none bf them payable until the final winding up of the commission, | 

especially as in some cases a year, and in others even two years, had 

elapsed since the awards were made without payment having beende- - .—— [ 

-manded, which might have seemed to imply that the United States did - ~ 

not consider it rightful to make such demand. To besure, I waspre- | 

pared to argue this point, but the argument, with response and counter- 
response, might have occupied considerable time and involved delay at | 

least’ of uncertain duration. However, neither the minister of state  _ 
nor the minister of ultramar, nor the president of the council has | 

-- raised this or any other technical question during the whole course of : 

- the negotiation, which seems to me to deserve to be taken into account | 

aS cumulative evidence of the honorable spirit and conduct of the | 

_ Spanish Government in the premises. | 

Nothing further now seems to me as needful to be added by way of 2 

| explanation of this negotiation ; and it only remains for me to say that , 

, it has been concluded with promptness even beyond my expectations ; | 

| and its results will, it is hoped, commend, themselves to the approbation a 

| of the President. . ye | | _ . | | 

| - IThave,&c, = | 7 Oo - a | 

a , 7 a — . ©, CUSHING, |. oon 

| | - -[Inclosure A in No. 1211.—Translation.] | - aoe | Loe 

| Mr. Cushing to Mr. Cénovas del Castillo. — - | 

His Excellency the PRestDENT OF THE CoUNCIL OF MINISTERS: | , . : 

. ~ ‘DEAR SIR AND OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION: I beg you to permit me toremind 
-- you that my note addressed to. the minister of state, on the 6th of February last, re- - — I 

--_- gpecting the awards of the. commission established by the convention of the 12th of | ne | 

_ February, 1871, still remains unanswered, by reason, doubtless, of the absence of Mr | 

 Silvela from Madrid; and I venture to.express the hope that, in view of the urgent  —_— | 
.  gireumstances whereof you are aware, it may be convenient for you to communicate — 

tome the resolution of the question taken by the Government of His Majesty. — a 

 -Tremain, &c., : | me Oo | oe | 

fee ee Ses ee Te | a C. CUSHING. | 
| Manrip, March 3, 1877. ee a - oo
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a | bce nes ne? a [Inclosure B in No. 1211.—Translation.] Ea teks: oe Es 

4 7 Be Mr. Canovas del Castillo to Mr. Cushing. Pe se | 

4. - | | —-. Maprip, March 5, 1877. oe 
1 His Excellency Mr. CALEB CUSHING: ype | . - 
: _ + DEAR Sir: I have just received the letter which you have had the goodness. to 

write to me to-day, wherein you remind me of a note which you were pleased to ad- 
4 dress to the minister of state under date of the 6th of last month, relative to the pay- 
: ment, on the part of the Spanish Government, of the reclamations, which, among © 
3 | ‘various others, of citizens of the Union, have been declared competent and accepted by 
: | the mixed commission established by the convention of the 12th of February, 1871. | 
: Nothwithstanding that the minister of state is at present absent, I have occupied my- | 
: self, and the Government of His Majesty has preferentially occupied itself, with so im- : 
i portant a matter, and Iam enabled to say to you in anticipation, without prejudice to the 
; communication to be made to you by the minister of state on his return in the ordinary oo 

. form, that the Spanish Government, recognizing the justice of the reclamation to : 
- ' which you refer, would desire, nevertheless, if that of the United States find no incon- © | 
a venience therein, to satisfy its import in the terms and forms following: | 
3 1st. Paying forthwith one-half of the total amount of the reclamations in question — 
: and which have been recognized. Leh | 
g 2d. Paying the other half in six months from the time of effecting the first payment. 

. It would give great pleasure to the Government-of the King were that which you 
so worthily representéto accept forthwith this proposition, which, in the name of the 

| . Government of Spain, I have the honor to present: to you. 
5 And with this motive I repeat myself your mo. athena friend and obedient servant, 

| | ~ "A, CANOVAS DEL CASTILLO. | 

{Inclosure C in No, 1211.—Translation.] | 

| | Mr. Cushing to Mr. Cdnovas del Castillo, | : 

to _ His Excellency the PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS: : 
| DEAR SIR AND OF MY ENTIRE CONSIDERATION: I have just received with pleasure | 
' your note dated yesterday. The proposition of payment—one-half at once and the 
' other half in six months—comes within the conditions fixed in the last telegrams from | 
i: my government. I therefore have authority to accept it, and I do so, in the name of a 

ZZ the United States, as final settlement of the pending question, 9 = 2) 3° 2 
Permit me to add, for my part, that nothing could occur which would so serve to 

. elevate the prestige of Spain and of the government of His Majesty in the United 
| States and throughout America as this incident does. It is of more value than a batitle ! 
i in the field, inasmuch as it is the evident and incontestable proof that, in the midst of 
| : many difficulties, Spain resolutely desires and well knows how to guard intact her 
| traditional good faith, and to fulfill, without hesitating, her obligations toward other | " 
i governments. | : | | . | 
| I remain your obedient, faithful servant, and sincere friend, a 
i So Q. B.S. M. 

So a Oo - €. CUSHING. | 
| MapDrID, March 6, 1877, CO | 7 | 

| [Inclosure E in No, 1211.—Tranglation. | De eae 

| . Mr. Manuel Silvela to Mr. Cushiny. BS : 

| 2 / ae MINISTRY OF STATE, a 
i Oo The Palace, March 8, 1877. (Received March 10—3.30 p. m.) | 
| *  — XEXCELLENCY: | , oe | 
{ Srr: In due time I received your excellency’s note of the 6th of February last past, 
i in reference to the payment, on the part of Spain, of the awards made in favor of citi-  ~ 
| zens of the United States by the mixed commission established in consequence of the 
i convention settled between Spain and the Union on the 12th of February, 1871. - | 
i. | My absence from this court, by reason of having had to accompany His Majesty during 
3 _a part of his voyage, has been the principal cause of my not having sooner answered 
: _ your excellency’s aforesaid note; but I now hasten to do so, ratifying to you officially | 

that which has already, in a'confidential manner, been manifested to you by the presi-
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) dent of the council of ministers, in accord with your excellency, that the Government | 
_ of His Majesty, recognizing the justice of the reclamation presented by your excellency, | 

fo is ready to satisfy, in two installments, the sum.total of the reclamations examined —. - : 
and allowed up to the present time by the mixed commission, paying forthwith the | 

: one-half of their import and the other half in six months after having effected the first - — 
: payment. . | ” oe oe o£ 

pa This proposition being accepted by the Government of the Union, which has seen, = > &§ 
| .. doubtless, that that-of His Majesty has done all which lay within its grasp under the ~* | 

| present circumstances for the speedy and final settlement of the reclamations of Ameri-— _ &§ 
can subjects, and this matter satisfactorily terminated, it only remains to me to call | 

_ your attention to those of the Spanish subjects who suffered prejudices in the United ~ | 
| - States during the war of secession—reclamations which were certainly not rejected k 
fo by the government of Washington, but their settlement merely deferred until the a 
i termination of the war... This has fortunately come to pass; and to-day they could be | 

submitted to the mixed commission established in virtue of the convention of 1871, | a 
or to‘another analogous one created for the purpose, as I have had the honor to sug- | 

| gest to your excellency orally before now. = - | . : : 
i: But upon this matter I reserve to myself the addressing to your excellency of asep- | 
fo arate note, or communicating instructions to the minister of Spain in Washington, in > 
:- the assurance that those reclamations will be heeded in justice by the Government of a 
| ‘the Union in like manner as those of the Americans have been heeded by Spain. og 

_I take this opportunity of reiterating to your excellency the assurances of my most I 
| distinguished consideration. © oo . “ 

| Oo eee | a | | MANUEL SILVELA. | 

| The MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES. 7 es |
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| ' Ag representative of the United States of North America, accredited near the Gov- | 
| ernment of his Catholic’ Majesty, I declare that I have this day received the sum of - 
1 one hundred and two thousand five hundred and seventy-four pounds sterling fourteen -  &§ 
|. . ghillings.and two pence in a bill upon London, at fifteen days’ sight, to the charge of | 
3 -- the London Banking Association, of date 27th instant, acknowledging myself satisfied - | 
2 in the name of the government of my nation by the’first installment of the indemnifi- : | 
|. gation declared up to the present time by the arbitrators, without prejudice to making | 
: the correction, on effecting the payment of the second installment, if the interests set = = .— § 
: down in the foregoing calculation to the credit of Gonzalo Poey, designated by the , 

number 66, and of Charles Jemot, No. 108, be greater or less than the six percent.cal- —- | 
i - culated therein, as likewise to the inclusion in the payment of the second installment, — &| 

the interest accrued from the 16th of the current month, referred to in this calcula- on . 
{ tion, made up to the present time. eR Se le acre : . 
| MaDrRID, March 28, 1877. a oe OO ot 

| oo ee GQ ALEB. CUSHING, | 
| . a | re | - Minister of the United ‘States. 

- . Mr. Adeeto Mr. Hvarts. | | 

~ No. 488.| ows | - LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, ee 
an oe _ Madrid, April 13,1877. (Received May 1.) 2 

- -§1r: The reorganization of the Spanish Senate, conformably with the | coed 
provisions of the present constitution, is now nearly completed. — a | 

|. » ‘In the exercise of his royal prerogative His Majesty has just appointed | 
~ 106 senators for life, on the recommendation of the council of ministers. | 
Phe decrees making these appointments appeared in the Gaceta of the | 

i 1th instant. | ee oo as te ee | 
‘Under the existing constitution the total number of senators is limited | 

! ~ to 180 life-members and 180 elected in different ways. Of the first cate- | 
| gory a number hold seats in their own right, such as grandees of the | | 
| realm, having an income in excess of $12,000 annually; the higher pre- 4 

lates, the captains-general of the army, the admiral of the navy, and | | 
i some few others, leaving the remainder to be nominated by the King. | a 
{ The elected senators are chosen by indirect suffrage, exercised through — : 
| the medium of the provincial deputations, the universities, the incorpo- | 

* rated academies, and convocations of tax-payers. py Tee | 
| Jn making the nominations on the part of the Crown it seems to have j 
{| been. the endeavor of the King’s advisers to give representation to all | 
| the most distinguished classes of Spanish society, including the nobility, | 4 
, the army, and eminent men who have won public or intellectual distinc. : 
i tien. Although for the most part taken from the conservative orders, | 
) there are still among them prominent ex-senators and ex-ministers of | 
| -—s- the more demonstratively liberal parties, their proportionate representa- =» — 
; tion being about equal to that attained by the same partiesin the popu- §—-— J 
|  . Jar election of members of the lower house, and in the recent choice of — 
i the elected Senators. © © | es 

a Notwithstanding this, much bitterness of feeling is exhibited on the | 
| -part of the opposition, and notably. by the so-called “‘Constitutionals” | 
|; _ and “ Radicals,” who assert that by. the present selection of the perma- 

| nent element of the senate the door is forever closed to the liberal par- 4 
j ties in their constitutional struggles to grasp the reins of power. > _ | 

In order to support this statement they assume, not merely the ac- | 
knowledged conservatism of the prelates who have been seated, but — | 

| also that all the life senators holding office in their own right, all the oe
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| / captains-general, all the senators elected by the corporations and tax- 
' _. payers, and nearly all those now named by the Crown, are of necessity 
/ . and must continue to be conservative and reactionary in their views; oo! 
; _ and that these senators, in conjunction with the conservatives elected : 
i. in the ordinary course of events, even under a radical government, if | 
‘ Such were possible, will form a majority in the upper house to the result : 
i of rendering all liberal government impossible, and perpetuating Mr. 
i _ . Canovas in office in default of any other practicable solution. | : 

fp Adopting this sweeping compution of the opposition press, the extreme 
i | number of life senators of all grades of conservatism is about one hun- | 
i _ dred and fifty, and there are about a dozen “ Constitutionals” and some . | 
i -eighteen vacancies left unfilled to make up the allotted 180. _ | ! 
j | On the other hand, the supporters of the government claim that. ' 
a, many of the conservative nominees are of liberal views, and that the | 
' number of unfilled vacancies will be about forty. , a | 
' : I think it is left outof account that senates are, in nearly all consti- | ! 
i . tutional governments, conservative in their tendencies, and yield more if 
: Slowly to the popular sentiment than the more transitory lower cham- | 
| _ ber. There seems, moreover, no good reason why, between changes of © | 
{ individual opinion and the natural ‘process of gradual substitution | 
i which must occur in a large body of men of advanced age, the Spanish | 
; _ Senate should not respond in due time to a counterwave of political — | 
| | feeling whereby one of the opposition parties might be placed in power. | 
{ Besides which, the conservative majority is a conciliation rather than 
{ | a political unit; it is made. up even now of coalesced fractions, some of | 
i which, as the “ Historical Moderados,” violently oppose the government 
i . in questions of domestic liberalism, while many. of the lifesenators are ! 
; | men of large landed or business interests whose sole aims would bein 
1 : the direction of stability and peace in event of a political change. 
| Under these circumstances it does not seem likely that these political 
i and. practical elements would combine in sheer conservative obstinacy 
{. | to render a more or less liberal government impossible,as appears tobe 
1 - assumed in somequarters. = -©— 9 =... —— | 

_ And I think it is also overlooked that the present government could | 
1 not have given to any one party of the opposition an immediate chance —_—| 

_ of success in the upper house without in point of fact designating its | 
1. own successor. And to have divided the chances of future power | 

equally among the conflicting fractions in opposition would have tended, = | 
i equally with the present arrangement, to make government a difficult | 
| task for any one of them, to the like result of vociferous discontent. In | 

- point of fact, the real grievance of each of these irreconcilable fractions | 
1. seems to be that there are not life senators enough appointed from its — | 
| ranks, nor vacancies enough left for it to fill with its own adherents, to | 
| insure its succession to exclusive power, with the same prospect of per- | | 
i _- Manency as the government of Mr. Canovas del Castillo now shows. — | 
f But after allit is in this very stability of the King’s present government | 
t and freedom from the shifting uncertainties of the preceding few years | 

that thinking Spaniards see a change for the better in the moral and | 
i -. material condition of Spain. ee _ | 
j The Cortes, comprising the new senate with last year’s congress, are | 
' convoked for the 25th instant. ee | 7 ne 

Thave,&e,  °9 © oer : 
we | : . A. AUGUSTUS ADEE, /



Joe | | SPAIN, — 605 | 

po 2 Mr, Adee to Mr. Evaris. ue | oh | 

| No. 506.] — UEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, : 
fo | co a Madrid, April 29,1877. (Received May 17.) _ : 

, Sir: The minister of hacienda, Mr. José Garcia Barzanallana, presented - 
: - to the Cortes on Friday last the estimates of receipts and expenditures | 
|. for the ensuing fiscal year, beginning on the 1st of next July. Itis a : 
| _ ponderous document, filling some nine closely-printed pages of the offi- —  E 
| cial Gaceta of yesterday; and as its length and general wantof interest, == 
) so far aS we are concerned, preclude its being translated by me,I con- | 
| tent myself with sending to you two copies of the paper containing the = 
| . budget, endeavoring at the same time to give you an outline of its main | 
| points, some of which closely affect foreign commerce with Spain. . 
| The expenditures are estimated at 735,775,184 pesetas (say, $142,004,- | 
| 610.51), and the receipts from all sources, taxes, imposts, revenues, and + — § 
| duties, at a total of 735,868,647 pesetas (say, $142,022,648.87), leaving a Seo 
: margin for deficiencies of only 93,463 pesetas ($18,038.36), which, as the | | 
: deficiency of estimated revenue for the current year will probably reach - | 
| 184,000,000 pesetas, can hardly be called an excessive allowance. | 

| - Besides these fixed revenues provision is made for the saleof state © | 
| property to the amount of 33,943,337 pesetas, applying that sum tothe = 

| payment of interest and principal of treasury-bonds. an ! 
| ‘The impost on real estate, cultivation, and cattle-raising is fixed at _ | 

- 165,000,000 pesetas, and may not exceed 21 per cent. of the net profits of | 
- the same in any case. Oe | | a OOS ae 

i The extraordinary war-tax of one-ninth part of the industrial and | 
-  eommercial contribution is suppressed, and in its place is established a 

i transitory surcharge of 15 per cent.of the respective industrial and : 
| gommercial quotas according to the existing tariff (article 5). | | 

| I translate article 10: | | | | | | 

2 The import of cédulas personales shall be collected at the dwelling-houses of the 
| parties during the first quarter of the fiscal year, after previous formation of lists of | “ 

all the persons obliged to provide themselves with cédulas, among whom shall be | { 
- gounted foreigners domiciled in the kingdom, who, by the fact of satisfying thisimpost, _ 

; shall remain exempt from the payment of the fee for inscription in the municipal reg- a | 
Asters. y - , . ° , , 

| - J invite your attention in this relation to the corresponding para- | 
| - graphs in Mr. Garcia Barzanallana’s explanatory preamble as marked in - — 
| ted on page 280 of the accompanying Gaceta. This whole question of —_ | 
| the liability of foreigners to the tax for cédulas personales has for some | 
| . ~time been a cause of dispute between the Governments of Great Britain, | 
: France, Germany, and Italy, and that of Spain. . This new disposition _ | 
| making their acquisition obligatory on all foreigners, instead of only on ae 
| those who were required to present the cédula in order to legitimize the | 
| performance of certain specified civil and legal acts, as was the casein | 
| the last budget, will doubtless give rise to renewed discussion in this | 

| respect. os a : | , _ | 

| The carriage-tax is repealed as a government tax (article 14). | | 
| A tax of 8.80 pesetas per hundred kilograms is established on sugars. | 
| produced in Spain (article 15). (See the marked section of the preamble — | 
| on page 281 oftheGaceta) | Co _ | | 
| I translate also articles 18, 19, 23, and 24 because of their importance - , 
| as affecting the foreign trade of Spain, and in view of the acrid interna- 
| tional discussions to which they are likely to give occasion : a wo |
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a. _ - ART. 18. There is established an extraordinary and transitory impost upon the values 
; of the articles of foreign commerce hereinafter expressed, and to the amounts which 

| _ are also determined : | a | : PS 
One per cent. on the importation of merchandise whose customs duties are from 3 to 

9 per cent., inclusive. re - : 
: | Four per cent. of the value on the importation of tobacco for private parties, and on 
i | the merchandise whose customs duties are from 10 per cent. upwards, with excep- 
4 _ tion of textile goods and the articles subject to the transitory impost on articles of — 
‘ consumption. i - arn a . 

Four per cent. of the value of wines of Jerez and Puerto Santa Maria exported to 
{ . foreign parts and to the Spanish provinces of Ultramar. = SO 
4 Two per cent. of the value of other wines not of Jerez and Puerto Santa Maria, and. 

of minerals and metals which may be exported to the same destinations. . ~ | 
. For the liquidation of this impost shall be taken as a basis the official values 
i annually. fixed by the consulative junta of tariffs and valuations, in conformity with 
: the instruction of the 15th of last January. a | , - a 
i The administration of the impost. shall be at the charge of the customs, and its 
4 _ assessment and collection shall be made simultaneously with the regular tariff duties. 

__ , ArT. 19. The government will reform the values and classifications of the existing - 
: | customs tariff, and will convert into fixed duties those which at the present time are | 
i : + established ad valorem, in fulfillment of what is ordered in the last paragraphs of the 
: | ‘seventh and eighth bases of the customs tariff-law of July 1, 1869. . | 
a * : * oe $e *  % 

‘ ART. 23. The reductions of duties which may result from the rectification of the cus- 
i toms tariffs shall only be applied to the products and exports of the nations which con- 

_ _ cede to Spain the treatment of the most favored nation. 
; ArT. 24. The government is empowered to impose an additional charge on the duties 
i. of importation and on navigation-dues for the products, vessels, and exports of the 
| countries which may in any way especially prejudice our products and our commerce. 

| | In his preamble to the budget, Mr. Garcia Barzanallana gives the | 
i | _ reasons which have led to the inclusion of these provisions, and rather | 
{ _ ‘broadly indicates several of the countries to which the proposed law*is | 
a tobe made applicable. Hesays: = -—(ai‘“C;;!WO!O!UU 

Lastly, treating of imposts on imports and.exports and of the revision of the values - | 
oe and classifications of the customs tariff, there must be borne in mind the differential 

j ‘duties, the prohibitions and gravamens which our‘commerce suffers in several foreign 
a | _marts, wherein it is denied the benefits conferred upon the like trade of other nations, = 
f ‘and the best way to try to put an end to such a prejudicial and unbearable state of 
; . things; thus giving to.the country the satisfaction that, although on the one hand 
' necessary and dolorous tributes are imposed upon it, yet on the other we sally forth = 
i | ain defense of the national productions and seek to better their standing in foreign na- - 
| . tions. SR cE EES SES ee | | | 
| , Several powers, especially those with which we maintain the largest commercial 
| relations, without appreciating the benefits of the last reforms of our tariff, without | 
; responding to them, and unmindful that in Spain there is no customs distinction what- 
i. -ever to their prejudice, have tenaciously objected to favor our productions with the 
: : _ benefits of conventions or special tariffs, giving no heed again and again to the just and - | 
| ° _ well-founded complaints of the Spanish Government. = oS a 
i Some countries have celebrated conventions in which our wines are punished with dif- ! 

ferential duties, founded on the artifice of the alcoholic scale; another very important 
country has two tariffs of duties, a general one with many prohibitions, high duties, and . 

3 . _* special surcharges applicable almost exceptionally in Europe to Spain, and another con- 
7 ventional one, with very low duties as compared with the former, aud without any com- 

: ‘mercial prohibition or special. surcharge. There is a republic in America which not 
long ago declared French wines free of duty, and increased the duties on those of 3 

i Spain. There is therefore a real necessity for applying the practical means of procuring | 
the concession to us, not of exclusive privileges, but of the benefits which the powers in _ | 

. ‘question grant to many other powers. These means are none other than the applica- 
| tion of the reduction of duties which may result from the revision of the tariff, | 

_ . only to those nations which by conventions con¢ede to the products and commerce of 
| Spain the treatment which they accord to those of the most favored nation; and — 

likewise to those other powers which without treaty apply their customs legislation 
— .to Spain in complete equality with the conditions’ under which they apply it toall — | 

other countries, and without any concrete distinction established against any of our | 
products, in order to favor the like products of any other country or countries. In the | 

: event of this not being sufficient, the government should be empowered to apply in 
: addition, within a prudent time, an extra charge upon import duties and navigation = 

i; ™ dues, for the products, vessels, and exports of the countries mentioned which may in 
7 any way especially prejudice our productions and commerce. | . | |
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| - Besides the foregoing extract, I call your attention to the entire sec- | 

tion of the preamble relating to.customs, which-you will find on pages | 

, 981 and 282 of the Gaceta. Oo : | | 

| - I do not see that the proposed law of the minister of finance especially | 

| affects us. The extra charges on imports and exports bear on all foreign | 

commerce alike, and, so far as I know, we have no discriminating duties | | 

| against Spain which are not merely reciprocal, if not retaliatory. Itis = 

|. therefore to be presumed that it is intended to give the United States | 

| the benefit of any reduction of duties, as being one of those nations &| 

treating the commerce of Spain in general on a level with that of other a 

| nations. I shall, however, investigate this point in conversation with . | 

the minister of state. Doh Waa ee | | 

: - It is easy to identify the countries particularly alluded to by the min- 

+ isterof finance. England is the principal one employing “theartificeof = | 

| the alcoholic scale,” for although we employ the same “ artifice,” yet our | 

higher limit of proof prevents the fuller grades of Andalusian wines _ | 

from becoming dutiable as spirits: France is the country where. a 

| double tariff existe, an evil which the ardent diplomacy of Spain hasfor | 

| some years ineffectually endeavored to overcome. And the American cr 

| republic which admits French wines free and doubly taxes those of Spain . 

: is Venezuela. Se Ho : _ i 

- All these provisions of international operation will doubtless be | 

keenly discussed in the Cortes, and may possibly be somewhat modified | cE 

in deference to the representations of the foreign legations here before sy. | 

| the budget becomes a law. I do not, however, anticipate any material | 

—  @hange. pe ge | oe | ee 

| To return to the budget: Articles 25 to 35 are devoted to the regula- - | 

tion and readjustment of the various imposts on articles of consumption, / | 

' which are now to be imposed and collected by the treasury, with the . : 

exception of that on salt. As for this indispensable article, no less than | | 

seven sections of the budget are devoted to arranging for an income of ) 

| 18,500,000 pesetas thereon. Two imposts are established, one to be col- we | 

-_ Jeeted directly from the ayuntamientos, amounting to one peseta foreach | 

_ inhabitant, and the other, of 1,500,000 pesetas, to be distributed pro rata 

among the salt producers. To offset the first of these imposts, the = | 

- ayuntamientos are given the monopoly of retail sales of salt, with power 

to farmontthesame. == © | ‘ | 

+ The revenue-stamp tax on sales of merchandise is suppressed, being | | 

“merged in the increase of the industrial and commercial contribution | 

(article 36). This change gives general satisfaction, the tax having been | 
_ especially obnoxious to the people, besides yielding very meager results. 

, "Phe war-stamp on letters circulating within Spanish territory is ine 3 ©=-——«S@Y 

creased from 5 centimes to 15 centimes on each letter mailed (article 37).+— 

| The coinage of silver will continue to be at the charge of the state (to _ 

|... which the profits of the operation will of course accrue). i , 

| he floating debt of the treasury incurred in meeting the expenses _ | 

estimated is to be limited to one-fourth part of the total sum for the fiscal OE 
_ year, except in case of foreign or civil war or serious disturbance of the | | 

i public peace (article 41), be eas | 7 

: -. The remaining articles of the budget proper offer but little general | | 

+ Interest. AE Ee oe CT Ba | oO | 

_ A further bill introduced by Mr. Garcia Barzanallana at the same | 

| time provides for the extinction of the probable deficit at the conclusion 

| . of the current fiscal year by means of the hypothecation of treasury | 
‘bonds and the emission of fresh obligations, or of treasury notes,at6 = | 
-percent.interest. ee | ce
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. _ And finally, a third bill provides that the extinction of the 6 per cent. | 
‘ debts, which was suspended by the decree-law of June 26, 1874, shall be 
j resumed during the fiscal year of 1878~79, to the extent of 5,300,750 — 

_ pesetas.. — - ea 
' : _ Taken as a whole, the financial measures now presented show little 
f | advance on their forerunners, but will probably, like them, be voted by 
1 the majority without essential change, and if, in debate, it should be 
i ‘represented that the present estimates but followin the wake of former : 

fo ones, making good the deficiencies of the last by fresh taxation, and | 
i loading down the industry, the productions, the exports, the very life of | 
i the country with. renewed burdens, instead of aiming to foster the devel- 
f - opment of its resources and the increase of its material wealth, such ar- : 

-guments will, most likely, pass unheeded as due to the narrow factiousness | 
i of mere partisan opposition. sO | | ee 
i - Ihave, &c., . Bn : | no : 
: A. AUGUSTUS ADEE. 

| No 294. 8 
£ a : eo as : 

| a : Mr. Adee to Mr. Evarts. | | | | 

i No.-531.] | _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
i _ Madrid, May 8, 1877. (Received May 23.) : 

a Sir: The official Gazette of yesterday published an important decree, | 
{ . whereby, in the language of its first article, “the government and ad- | 
1 ministration of the province of Vizcaya shall be adjusted to thelaws 
| : and ordinances which are in force for the government of the othersof 

the nation.” The necessity of some such measure as this has been for | 
jo some time painfullyevident. =  { — : ee 
| The law of July 21 of last year, which, prior to its passage,formed 
| the text of Mr. Cushing’s dispatch No, 998, on the foral question, while — | 
i abolishing the fueros of the Basque Provinces in so far as they con- i 
I ) flicted openly with the interests of the rest of the peninsula or the 
| national unity, authorized the government to maintain,in its discretion, __ 
i | such of the ancient provincial uses and eustoms, and, in particular, so. 
i much of the peculiar municipal and administrative autonomy, as might | 
_ be practicable, in order to. render easier. for the loyal Basques the tran- : 
t Sition from one system to the other. For this purpose the fourth article 
i _ Of that law authorized the government to confer with the representatives 2 

| of the three provinces of Alava, Guiptizcoa, and Vizcaya, as to the ex- ! 
f .tent of the needful concessions... This was accordingly done. The , 
{ provincial corporations and deputations ‘met in conference with the del- / 
' egates of the nation. Victorious Spain so far waived the fruits of suc- : 

cess as to treat on terms of almost international equality with the three __, 
i _ provinces. With regard to Alava and Guiptizcoa, a conciliatory spirit 
| prevailed and mutual concessions were made. : | | 
| | But in Vizcaya the resistance to reform was most tenacious. All 
i classes opposed reconstruction. No public opportunity was lost of man- | 
| | ifesting discontent. At the inauguration of the new Plaza de Toros at : 
| San Sebastian last year, the demonstration against national unity was 
I so marked and imposing as to occasion not only comment, butdistrust, 
| approaching toalarm. Rich and poor, old and young, men and women 
i; alike wore the oak-leaf, the symbol of the tree of Guernica—the charter- , 

i : oak of Biscay—the type of their foral privileges. It was, of course, |
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- impossible for the provincial delegates not toreflect this uncompromis- : 
| ing tendency of the people they represented.’ Aud it was perhaps nat- HE 
| ural enough that this feeling should be so universal. The loyalelement — | 

felt that they were entitled to retain the fueros as a reward for loyalty. =  ~— ff 
The disloyal resented deprivation of their time-honored exemptions. _ | 

, The disagreement between the foral delegations and the representa- _ | 
| tives of the government has long been a matter of public notoriety, and | 
| of concern. It seemed impossible to overcome the narrow provincial- | 

ism of the Basques. They remained indifferent to the national acts | 
performed by Spain in their bebalf; at home and in the colonies they — | 
held that they were under no obligations to the commonwealth ; that 

| they were entitled to the privileges of Spanish nationality while ex- — : 
empt from its burdens. They even claimed that the power of sanctioning E 

-. the national laws remained with the provinces; that an act of the Cortes | | 
; and the King could not pass the Ebro without their consent. | ; | 
| This state of discordance could not long continue without disparage- — | 
| ment of the prestige of the nation. The last hope of compromise hav- —_— J 
| ing been abandoned, the present decree comes to put an end to the con- | 
| flict. Vizcaya must hereafter share the burdens as well as the benefits , 
| of Spanish nationality. Her church establishment, her highways, her 
-_-post-offices, and her schools become now a charge upon her, in propor- 

tion with the rest of the nation, instead of being a gift at the expense 
. of the other provinces of Spain. The measure is not a sweeping one, : 
however, and special relief from onerous taxation is to be given to those 

| towns and communities which suffered in defense of the national inter- | | 
ests during the recent Carlist war. oo | ae | 
It is hardly necessary to add that the present decree gives general | 

| satisfaction to the rest of Spain, which has long chafed under the bur- | 
den of paying for the privileges of the Basques, in return for their in- | ; 

| gratitude. BEB os a o : ms 
| I transmit copy of this decree, as also of the law of July 21,1876,on 

 whichitis founded. — , | 
| It does not seem worth while to append translation, many of the en- = —— | 
| actments being of slight or local interest. —_ es  #F 
| lam, &, - —_ | | | | i 

I | a | ‘  . A, AUGUSTUS ADEE. OO 

ee | No. 295. _ | | | | 

uo ee, Mr. Adee to Mr. Hvarts.. | | 

No. 558.) =~ ~—s LEG ATION OF THE UNITED STATES, oe I 
| OS _ Madrid, May 24,1877. (Received Junell.) — | 

2 _ §rr: To-day’s Gaceta publishes a bill to be presented to the Cortes. | 
| by royal order of His Majesty, intended to foster commerce in Spanish sf 

bottoms with the Philippine Islands, by conceding, as a bounty, certain | 
| reductions from the regular tariff of customs-duties upon foreign mer- | 
| chandige imported into the ports of the Philippines under the Spanish | | 
| ag. mo ay ee. a | 

| - This. measure has been in abeyance since June, 1871. Its history and | 
|. character are amply shown in the bill itself, which I transmit herewith, of 
| incopy and translation, = Ses | a | 
|. It will probably soon become a law, when I will take care to send you — 
| information of its promulgation. | oD Oe 
—  - . Lhave, &e, ns pes re | 

| MA a Se ae : - A. AUGUSTUS ADEE. | |
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| | 610 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 2” 

. a - 2 | : - [Inclosure.—Translation.] — - J te | . 7 

' . — Proposed law for conceding bounties to foreign merchandise carried to the Philippines under | 
: a oe | | the Spanish flag. eee oe 

j rs oe [From the Gaceta de Madrid, May 24,1877] Ae : 

i | _ MINISTRY OF ULTRAMAR.—ROYAL DECREE. oe 

i In subjection to article 3 of the decree of J une 98, 1871, and. in accord with the coun- 
: gil of ministers, : re | | 
t I hereby authorize the minister of ultramar to present to the Cortes the project of __ 
a law relative to conceding bounties in the Philippines to foreign merchandise carried 
: _ under the national flag. CO a | ; 
: Given in the Palace, May 18, 1877. | - | a a | 
- oe , | , oO ALFONSO. _ 
a: The Minister of Ultramar, .__ ote | 

:- CRISTOBAL MARTIN DE HERRERA. = : oe 

' To the Cortes: oo Co . . 7 Se a ! 

fo By royal decree of June 28, 1871, in view of the reasons set forth by the minister of | 
: ultramar, in accord with the council of ministers, and in conformity with thecouncilof: 
i oe state, there was accorded the concession of bounties in the Philippines upon foreign mer- | 
i chandise carried under the national flag; but asthis reform postponed the effects of article - 
' _ 3of the decree-law of December 29, 1868, whereby was reduced totheextentof 50 per 
i - cent. the discriminating duty of the flag (derecho diferencial dela bandera), which =| 
: was to be kept for the space of two years, there was presented to the Cértes on the | 
i. 3d of July, 1871, a. project of law to the end that the aforesaid decree of. June 28 should | 
' have the force of a law. That project not having been discussed, the undersigned ~ | 

. minister, with the consent of His Majesty, and in accord with the council of ministers, | 

i , has the honor to reproduce it in the following form: ne Benge | 

‘ | | | Project of lav. J co oe | | 

| SOLE ARTICLE. Goods, fruits, and effects, carried to the Philippine Islands from foreign 
: ports under the national flag, shall pay the customs duties, with the following reduc-. 

| - tions: - age Sani Boe | Oe 
| | Twenty-five per cent., the importations effected from July 1,1871, to Jane 30, 1873; 
| ‘Twenty per cent., those effected from July 1, 1873, to June 30,1875; | 
| Fifteen per cent., those effected from July 1, 1875, to June 30, 1877; and | | 

; | Ten per cent., those which may be effected from July 1, 1877, to June 30, 1879, on. ! 
i. which day the bounty shall definitively cease. of oy - BO 
! Maprip, May 18,1877. | . | | 
j OS | The Minister of Ultramar, , 

: GRISTOBAL MARTIN DE HERRERA. 

| - | — _ Mr. Adee to Mr. Bears | a oe | 

| No. 559.1 - | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, — 
: wa | _ Madrid, May 25, 1877. (Received June ll.) 

i _ Sie: In addition to the bill reported to you in my No. 558, of yester-- 
: a day, the same number of the Gaceta publishes another bill having rela-- | 
: | tion to foreign commerce with the Philippines. - | 
to It seems that in November last Admiral Malcampo, the governor-- — 
j _ general of the Philippine Islands, in conformity with a decree of October’ 
i 16, 1870, issued an order consolidating into one tonnage-due, assessed on 
‘ Oo the vessel, all the various charges previously levied for port and harbor~ 
i - improvements, light-houses, &c. This decree of 1870 is, however, inx 
| conflict with a previous law assessing such dues on the tonnage-weights -
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_ of the cargo, and not on the tonnage-measarement of the vessel, and it — - 

| becomes necessary, therefore, to give to the new regulation like force as | 
| a law, which is the object of the present bill, | | 

| Copy and translation of the bill, with its explanatory preamble, are | 
herewith transmitted. You wiil be duly informed of its passage. : | 

|  Thhave,&e, pa 4 
; ares A, AUGUSTUS ADEE. sf 

| oe | | | ; et oe _[Inclosure.—Translation. De ee ee ane oF 

Proposed law approving a decree of Governor-General Maleampo, of November 21, 1876, com- | 

i | bining in one the harbor, navigation, and other dues in the Philippines. — ae 

re [From the Gaceta de Madrid, May 24, 1877.] Re | 
| | a : ' -. ROYAL DECREE, : oe —_ ! 

| ’ In subjection to the decree of the 29th of March last, ahd in accord with the council | 
: of ministers, |. WE oe ee ee woe ! 
| - Thereby authorize the minister of ultramar to present to the Cortes the project of | 
{ law consolidating the port and navigation dues in the Philippine Islands. | | | 
| Given in the Palace, May 18, 1877.) _ , a oo | 
| | : es | : oe ALFONSO. | | 
1. ~ The Minister of Ultramar, . |. ve . : | | 
i  CRIisTOBAL MARTIN DE HERRERA. . ee , oe . 

| | To the Cortes: a a soe 1 oe ne oe 
: By the sixth article of the decree of the provisional government, dated December | 
i _—- 29, 1868, it was commanded that there be consolidated into one single impost, denom- - | 

: inated “of discharge,” to be paid by the ton of 1,000 kilograms’ weight of merchandise . — - | 
, discharged in the Philippines, all the dues known up to that time as “ light-house,” a | 
i “port-clearing,” “anchorage,” and “carga” dues, and others of the same kind. = es 
| Subsequently, by another decree of October 16, 1870, the customs-tarifis of those -  &~ 
| - islands were reformed, and it was established, by the thirteenth article thereof, that _ | 

| the single impost of which the referred-to decree of 1868 treated should be paid accord- : | . 
| _ ing to the tonnage-measurement of the vessels, varying in this way the existing pre- - ; 
, cept that the impost in question should fall upon the tons by weight. | 
7 | The governor-general of the Philippines, in accordance with the last decree, estab- | 
: lished on the 1st of November of last year, and counting from the Ist of January of 
: this one, the navigation due of 8 cénfimos of a dollar foreach ton of measurement of | 
| — ‘gea-going vessels, and of 2 and 5 céntimos for coasting craft, according as they may | | 
| measure twenty or more tons. pe ao as oe | 

The council of state, in its section of ultramar, being heard, it reported as more ac- | | 
ceptable the resolution provisionally dictated by the governor-general in conformity | 

: with the decree of 1870 than that ordered in the decree of 1868; but as the latter has. | 
| the character of a law, and as it was neeessary to put into operation the new impost | 
| without delay and in a definitive manner, the King (whom may God guard) deignedto «| 
| approve the described. measure by a royal decree of March 29 last, ordering that the a 
| government should render account thereof to the Cortes. . oo os 

In compliance with the aforesaid royal decree, in acco#d with the council of minis- - 
: ters and competently authorized by His Majesty, the undersigned minister has, the — : 
| honor to submit to the approval of the Cortes the following Ss a Ug 

f a, “Projectoflaw 
|  §orm ARTICLE.. The resolution of the governor-general of the Philippines concerning OE 

the consolidation of port and navigation dues is approved in the terms expressed in 
|. the annexed document. aces : | Lo ne a Oo : 
: - Maprip, May18,1877.0 - . . 
; ON ee: The Minister of Ultramar, | ns t 
| | me } CRISTOBAL MARTIN pe HERRERA. | a 

po — a | Mania, November 21, 1876. - f 

i In conformity with the proposal of the direction-general of hacienda, and with the f 
3 tenor of the prescriptions of article 13 of the decree of October 19, 1870, and the royal | 
| orders of the 5th of March, 1875, and the 18th of March last, I hereby decree the fol- _ 
| lowing: eb} , : oe : 
2 Ist. Those imposts which are now paid in the conception of port-clearing; light- — |
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| housing, and for the captaincy of ‘the port are consolidated in one single impost de- | | 
i: nominated “of navigation.” oo 1 a | Se aie ! 
: | 2d. The new impost shall only be exacted in the ports of these islands habilitated 
; for foreign commerce. " oe | a oe : 
; 3d. The tariff fixing the dues of the “impost of navigation ” shall go into effect from ~ | 
i - the ist of January of next year, 1877. : 2 eS SRE | 
i Ath. There are excepted from the payment of navigation-dues : | 

a . (1) All the vessels of the national navy. Oo | | 
i (2) Merchant-vessels, as well national as foreign, and foreign war-vessels, which may 
‘ . put into port for enforced cause, whether they shift their cargo to other vessels or land | 
i it in order to take it on board again. | Lo | 

(3) National steamers, both belonging to and from without the Archipelago, which | 
; perform periodical service in virtue of contracts with the administration, and the steam- 
| | vessels which make periodical trips, for a year at least, between different ports of the 
| Archipelago, and between these and those of Spain or foreign parts. oo, | : 
: (4) Those vessels which only navjgate within the bays and rivers of the declared | | 
1. ports of the islands. | po a | | 
' (5) Those vessels which, having satisfied the navigation-due in any one of the de- 
: clared ports of these islands, may touch or call there again. . | 
' Let account hereof be giver to the minister of ultramar in the terms agreed upon, 
T and let this expediente be returned to the direccion-general de hacienda, which de- | 
| _ partment shall issue the necessary orders for the fulfillment of this decree. 
: ) oo : . cr ae , MALCAMPO. _ | 
;  IMPOST OF NAVIGATION. | co | 

| Tariff: For each ton of measurement. . _ Se | ! 

' _ Seagoing-vessels: rE : | 
' | Those of all classes and nationalities wont ee eee eee eee eens ewe tecene ence $0 08 / 

| Coasting craft: = _ Se | | 
| | Those measuring up to 20 tons, inclusive ...... 222.2222. cece ee eee e ee ene e eens 02 | 
j | Those measuring from 21 tons UPWAIA..- 22. ween cee eee eee cece ee eeeeee =» 05 | 

| | _ Approved. : | . CEES EP | | 
' —  MALCAMPO. | | 
' | ' A true copy. — | | 7 | | a 
; | MARTIN DE HERRERA. Se : | : oe | 

nn Ne 297 ee ee ee 

; | 0 Mr, Adee to Mr. Hvarts. — | : 

i. No. 590.] __ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
) | Madrid, June 28,1877. (Received July16.) 

i Sie: Referring to my dispatches numbered 503 and 507, on the sub- | 
| | ject of the royal order on judicial procedure, I have the honor to inform : 
| - you that Mr. Silvela has communicated to me acopy of anote addressed 
| to him by Mr. Cénovas del Castillo, officially advising him that the pro- | 
' tocol of January 12, 1877, was transmitted on the 8th of April last by : 

| the presidency of the council to the ministries of grace and justice, war, 3 
i marine, and ultramar. | | Soe | | Oe 
' | ‘The minister of ultramar told me some time since that the protocol 
1 was immediately communicated by royal order to the governors-gen- | 
' eral of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines. _ a | 
| : Translation of the communication of the president of the council to 
| | the minister of state is hereto appended. - : 
i.  LThave, &e., _ we a oe 

i (Pas | A, AUGUSTUS ADEE.)



ge | | _ -{Inclosure.—Translation.] . | - | 4 

ar The president of the cowneil to the-minister of state. So | 

: | me OS PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. a 

| EXCELLENCY : For the due effect, I have the honor to inform. your excellency that , | 
|. under date of the 8th of April ultimo there was given to the ministers of grace and jus- 
| tice, war, marine, and ultramar literal copy of the-protocol signed on the 12th of Jan-— UG 

uary last with the representative of the United States, relative to the rules which are | 
to be followed for procedure in cases of infidencia charged against citizens of the _ 
mon. | _ a we | ee | , 

_ By royal order I.communicate:the foregoing to you fer your cognizance:and the due | 
to effects. = | _ a | oe? - a oe : 

| °>:May God:.guard you many years; = Bee ea se | | 
” - (MapRID, June 20, 1877. - PSS ign ee |  - 

_ Ue A, CANOVAS DEL CASTILLO. | 
To the MINISTER OF STATE. - — - es Se EF 

A true copy. - a a | TS | 

| _ {Rubricated by Mr.Manuel Silvela.) i. : : Oo | 

| Bigot Sa ae No. 298. Oe oo 

es — . Mr. Adee to Mr. Evarts. ee re 

| . No. 604.] _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, oe 
7 , Madrid, July 18, 1877. (Received August 2.) | | 

|  Srer: Referring to my No. 585, of the 22d ultimo, in relation to the _ | 
endeavor of the Rev. Mr. Cifré to introduce a consignment of Bibles | 

| into Spain through the Barcelona custom-house, I have now the honor ———s ff 
to forward herewith copies of additional correspondence exchanged with | 
Consul Scheuch on the same subject. — we cote ae 

, dt appearing that my letter of the 22d ultimo to Mr. Scheuch still left. — vo 
- uncertainty in his mind, as well as in M. Cifré’s, as to the nature and 
purpose of the-requisite “ certificate of origin,” I deemed it best.to con- - 
sult the chief of the copyright bureau of the ministry of fomento, with NY 

: a view to obtaining more precise information than I already possessed = — [ 
| with respect to that document. I was politely shown the usual docu- oo 
| mentation in the case of importations of books from France and other | oo 
|  Huropean countries, while the modus operandi for the introduction of = = | 

foreign printed matter into-Spain was explained in detail. Se ; 
[ ‘The substance of the information I obtained will be found in my letter | | 

| of yesterday’s date to Consul Scheuch. = © | ee 
| It has seemed to me thoroughly inexpedient to take any original ac- == —-—s J 
| tion in favor of the irregular admission of these books without positive’ | 
| instructions from you. The mere circumstance that the volumes in — f{ 
| question are Bibles does not seem to me to be of itself sufficient to war-— | 
| rant diplomatic application for their introduction into Spain without = = ~~ | 
; compliance with Spanish law; in fact, the undesirableness of bringing _ 
| - @Yeligious issue into a question of custom-hbduse rules is, I think, evi- — : 
2 dent without argument. It is not a point of liberty of worship which | 
| . is involved, but one of the formalities for the importation of merchan- | 

_ dise under the laws of Spain. The legation itself is obliged to conform Co | 
| .to certain prescribed requirements when it is desired to introduce pri- — | 
|. . vate or official effects under a recognized franchise, although not seldom | 

- at the cost of time and trouble, and it is not easy to see why private | 
| individuals should not be in like manner constrained to follow the reg- a 
| ulations in force, however inconvenient they may chance to be, so long *| 
; as they have precise application to the case in- hand.» ». ©. «4 | 
|  Lhave,&e, > eS So | — OE 
: : re | | _ <A, AUGUSTUS ADEE. — | 
| 0 BFR , Oo a -
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: a . . [Inclosure A in No. 604.] Foe LS 

i , | Consul Scheuch to Mr. Adee. | . Oe 

, ~ No. 108.] | —— UNITED STATES CONSULATE, | 
: . , Barcelona, July 7, 1877. (Received July 9,£1877.) | 
i _ Sir: I beg to acknowledge herewith the receipt. of: your dispatches Nos. 93,94, and 
: 95, the latter dated the 22d ultimo. - | my ee oo a ore 
‘ 7 The contents of your No. 94, and relating to the consignment of Bibles and Testa- 
; ments from the American Bible Society to the Baptist mission here, I made known to | 
/ Mr. Cifré, and the latter gentleman immediately repaited to his custom-house agents 
; with the original “grant” of said books to him by the publishers (the American Bible 

Society) duly signed by the secretary of the society, requesting them to present it to . 
j the administrator and receive the books. This morning Mr. Cifréinformed methat the =| 
] administrator acknowledged to the agents the paper, but. refused to pass the books, 

remarking that he (the administrator) preferred to hear from Mr. Silvela. AsIT have — | 
; not addressed the collector since my No. 106 to you, and not knowing whether he will 
j confer with Mr. Silvela, I now inclose to you herewith said paper from the Bible so- — 

ciety, which certainly is a “ certificate of origin.” Mr. Cifré is very anxious to receive | 
: the books, and is only too willing to procure any papers necessary to conform with the 
i law, but it seems the administrator has not given any advice to the agents as to the 
i necessary steps to be taken by them. Hoping you will excuse my long communica- 
i . tion . | - 7 | | 
: . 7 have, &c., - - , a | i 
| | Se FRED. H. SCHEUCH, 

ae Do OS i : Consul. 
Hon. AuGustus A. ADEE, — a the | oo | 

7 United States Chargé @’ Affaires, Madrid.. 5 

j | - The American Bible Society to Mr. R. P. Cifré. © 

| - [William H. Allen, LL. D., president ;.Rev. Joseph Holdrich, D. D., Rev. Edward W. 
1 | - Gilman, Rev. Alexander McLean, secretaries ; Andrew L. Taylor, assistant treasurer; 7 | 
' | Caleb T. Rowe, general agent.] — ee ras a 

: | eT — AMBRICAN BrBLe Soctery, | 
j | f fussy titer’: .... BrpLE-Housg, ASTOR Prace,  ~ | 

| Dear Srr: I take pleasure in announcing that, on the —— of September, 1876, the 
: board of managers granted to the American Baptist Missionary Union, for sale and.dis- | 

tribution under your care, subject to the accompanying “regulations,” 50 Bibles, 75 
| Testaments and Psalms,75 Testaments, 100 Portions, all in Spanish, in all 300 volumes, | | 
1. valued, with boxes, &c., at $98.35, as per inclosed' memorandum. — | | : 

_ Praying that the Divine blessing may accompany this gift, and soliciting your earn- 
/ . est co-operation with the society in its important labors to supply the destitute with 
; the word of God, | . eae | 

- remain, very truly, yours, ae | Oo 
: — a 7 ~ EDWARD W. GILMAN, | | 
; ~ . | ae . Corresponding Secretary. mo 

Rev. RicarRpo P. CIFRE, | , ae 7 
| | - Barcelona, Spain. oe ps ! 

; Ce | [Inclosure C in No. 604.4 _ Oo , SO 

j | oo _. Mr. Adee to Consul Scheuch. Jos a 

t No. 96.] a ' : LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, _ 
1 | ST oo Madrid, July 17, 1877. 

;  Srr: In view of your No. 108, in relation to Mr. Cifré’s importation of Bibles, I have | 
4. consulted with t.e proper official of the ministry of fomento as to the necessary for- 
| .. malities for the introduction of books into Spain when printed abroad in Spanish. 

The usual course, as I am informed, is as follows: The publishers or printers of the | 
' work to be introduced prepare a certificate, setting forth theirownrighttopublishthe | 

’ | book and giving a full description of it. This certificate is countersigned by the compe- 
i . tent officer (who in the present case would probably be the United States district at- =
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torney for the southern district of New York), to prove that the publication does not | | 1 
infringe the copyright laws of the country where it is printed. His signature is, in | ££ 

| turn, legalized by the Spanish consul of the place. The document, when so completed, _ j 
is called the ‘‘ certificate of origin.” ne | | 7 

' _ The person making the importation next addresses.a petition, on stamped paper, to . : 
Poo the director-general of public instruction in Madrid, reciting ownership of the books 

and soliciting permission to introduce them. This petition 1s accompanied by a de- : 
5 tailed note or memorandum of the books, describing them fully, and also by the “ cer- 1 

 tificate of origin,” as explained above. On the petition being granted, publication of | : 
: the fact is made in the Gaceta, and, on the lapse of fifteen days thereafter, the books E 

may be entered in the usual way on payment of duties as merchandise. | 

_ The requisites above described are explained in the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth - a | 

notes of the last edition of the Spanish customs-tariff. There being no special copy- | E 
| right treaty between the United States and Spain, the form prescribed in the treaty =» j 
, with France need not be literally followed, but it is necessary that the “certificateof : 

| origin ” should express the essential facts and be duly certified, _ a ee o£ 
| It is possible that an invoice with full description of each book mentioned therein, : | 

2 properly legalized by the Spanish consul-general in New York, would, under the cir- E 

| cumstances, be accepted as a sufficient basis for Mr. Cifré’s petition, but the document ==> = 

now sent does not. conform with Spanish law. It is merely a letter of advice, wholly » &£§ 
, unauthenticated, and is, besides, insufficient in its statements and descriptions. : ae 

_ That the books in question are Bibles and parts of Bibles is not a factor in the prob- — L 

i. lem. The formalities would be the same were they arithmeticsor novels; and,ineither- = 8 § 

|... case, whether religious or not, the administrator of customs has clearly no discretion- i 
ary power to suspend the regulations in their special behalf without the direct sanc- | ' 

| tion of his government. Request for such sanction, so far as this legation isconcerned, } 
| ought, in my judgment, not to be made, except in virtue of specific instructions tothat = i: 

effect from the Department of State. I have not, consequently, thought proper to ad- | &§ 
i _. dress the Spanish Government on the subject in the absence of such instructions, pre- — : 
+  ferring to report the matter to. Washington for the information of the Secretary of = = &£ 

State, and for such action as he may see fit to order. . | ' 

The letter from the American Bible Society to Mr. Cifré is herewith returned. oe OE 
| I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, a Oo a 1 

ae yg | 7 A. AUGUSTUS ADEE, ce : 
| | - United States Chargé @ Affaires, ad interim... : 

- Freperick H. Scurucs, Esq., | | q 

. Consul of the United States, Barcelona. an _ | ae | 

| oe | " | No. 299, | oe 

PBR aa Mr. Adee to Mr. Evarts. eee | 

| No. 606] ——.-—~—_. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, nacre 
| -. Madrid, July 19,1877. (Received August 6.) 

_» @rm: The “ dead season” in Madrid is now fairly inaugurated. — 7 
| On the 11th instant the labors of the Cortes were brought toa close _ | 

by the reading of a royal decree, declaring the session of 1877 terminated. - | 
The wording of the decree leaves some doubt as.to whether the present _ | 
Cortes can be again convoked during the current year, it being asserted, : : 
on the one hand, that, should any urgent contingency require there- = ~~ § 

_ assembling of the deputies of the nation before the Ist of January, it 

will be necessary to proceed. to new elections, while on the other it is — oF 
maintained that there is nothing in the constitution to prevent the legis. = = — 

| lature of 1878. from being convened at any time during 1877.. The 
1 opinion is current, however, that the decree of prorogation is a prelude | : 

|  toasupplementary decree of dissolution, and the announcement of fresh | 
| elections. i So Se I 

i - The past session of the Cortes has been more than usually barren of 

i _—_— results. Little has been done besides passing the budget of supplies. | 
j The time of both houses has not seldom been frittered away in petty 
i debates, born of the factiousness of party opposition. The new copy ft
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1  . wight law, the law reforming the penal. code, and several others ‘of 
3 | equal or greater moment, remain unacted' upon. Te 
| . _ Certain of the bills passed, and report ofa recent incident of debate = 
| in regard to the Cuban war, will form the subject of separate dis- | 
} ‘patches. BRE SD i a Ba | [ | de a 
i Immediately on the termination of the legislative sessions, the King, | | 
j , accompanied by several of the ministers, started on his long-projected. 
i , journey to the northwest of the peninsula. His reception in the cities . 
1 | of Leon and the Asturias is reported to. be cordial, if not enthusiastic. : 
; His Majesty will return about the 10th of August, passing: directly to | 
] - the summer .palace of La Granja, where he will remain until cooler : 
j weather,  — | ) a eS 

The minister of state, Mr. Silvela, has quitted Madrid for Spa,in | 
| order to recuperate his health, which was. seriously impaired by the 7 

: arduous duties of his office. He is expected to return in the first week | 
j of August, when he will go to La Granja to await the King. | . a 

ij - The exodus of public functionaries is general. Only two ministers | 
i  . remain in Madrid, with the president of the council, whois making him- —__. 
j self generally useful by looking after the working of the several depart- | 
i ments almost single-handed. Mr. Martin de Herrera, the. minister of | 
1 , ultramar, remains at his post, and is:charged, in addition, with the man- | 

: agement of the ministry of state. ae ST 
j —  Thave, &., re BO / 

| | 7 A, AUGUSTUS ADEE. . ‘ 

| | | : No. 300. Be ae 

| ar Mr. Adee to Mr. Evarts. FG oo 

J No. 614.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, _ | 
a Madrid, July 22,1877. (Received August 6.) 

j Sir: The Gaceta of. the 20th instant published a royal decree author- 
4 - jzing the minister of ultramar.to. contract, without the formalities of 
4 public bids, for the transportation to Cuba of 12,000 soldiers, more or | 
1 : less, in accordance with a recent order ofthe 6th directing a draft to be — 

7; made from the new levies for service in that island. _ = og 
1 | The president of the council has been for some days past in active 
1 | conference with the ministers of. war and ultramar, settling the details —_ 

 - of this re-enforcement. The troops.are to be taken by the Lopez com- - | 
i. pany’s line of steamers. The first detachment is to sail on the 15th: of 

: - next month, and each mail-steamer thereafter will carry a full load of 
1}.  reeruits-antil the intended total is completed. It is understood that 
jo 15,000 men will in reality be sent out: The first detachments will be. 
1 - sentimmediately on arrival to depots ef acclimation, while the latter 
; contingents, arriving as they will at the close:of the sickly season, will | 
4 _be-prepared to take the field at once. It is announced thatthe firstre-en- 
{1 . foreements will probably go to Santiago and Nuevitas, and the last to | 

: In this connection it seems not out of place to communicate to you a | 
/ -recently-published statement of the forces now in Cuba. oo 
1. _  . According to official data the army of operations in that island is : 
i ~eomposed..as follows: 16 battalions of infantry, forming eight regiments 
1 _ of the line; 50 battalions of cazadores (chasseurs a pied); 2 battalions =
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. of unmounted artillery ; 1 battalion of engineers ; 4 battalions of gardes- : 

- mobiles; 2 battalions of Havana militia; 1 battalion of freedmen; 3. o£ 

-. ‘battalions of disciplined colored militia, and 4 battalions of civil guards.  &£ 

7 This gives a total of 83 battalions, without counting militia forces em- | 

ployed on garrison duty, rangers (contraguerrillas) and irregular forces. 7 of 

| ~ he strength of the battalions of cazadores is 1,200 men each, and | 

| those of the line are 750 strong—giving 72,000 men as the nominal tT 

|  foree-in those two arms of the service. pee ee | : 

: - Underestimating the numbers.of the remaining organized battalions — : 

| - at 600-men each, we have in addition 10,200 regulars and militia. The = 
| irregular troops may be roughly estimated at 4,000 more, giving a total = = § 

of at least 86,200 men. * * * 2 gen oe | 

: Public feeling continues hopefully disposed here, and the termination. =~ I 

i of the war in the coming season of operations is popularly regarded => ' 

| here as a matter of course. General: Martinez Campos has not only the ae | 

| . advantage of prestige and of the full confidence of the government, but : 

he farther enjoys the privilege, withheld from so many of those who ~ 

; have preceded, him, of having his calls for men,. supplies, and money |. : 

1 promptly and generously responded to. = SO se 

? | Thave,&@, © | | . oe of 

Po A, AUGUSTUS ADEE. ae | 

po | Mr. Adee to Mr. Evarts. - 4 

i No. 616. ] _ UEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, _ | 

‘ae Madrid, July 23,1877. (Received August 9) 

i: Sir: I transmit, hereto annexed, copy of the Gaceta of the 12th in- 

| _ stant, containing the law of estimates and appropriationsfor the current = = f[ 

’ fiscal year ending June 30, 1878, as finally passed by the Cértes and — 

' sanctioned by the King. A duplicate copy of the paper will goto you~ if 
| ‘by book-post. RE gS cae | 

= There have been, after all, numerous modifications in the budget since _ 

i its presentation to the chambers by Mr. Garcia Barzanallana, as re- ~ . 

{ ported in my No. 506, of the 29th of April last. The very compactness : 

i. of the majority on which the government relied for the approval of its | 

| __— measures made it the more advisable to give heed to suggestionsemanat- = = = 

| — ing from that majority, and a flood of amendments poured in during the : 

4 long debate on the bill. Hence, the discussion was not concluded until | 

' the 10th instant, when a part of the fiscal year comprehended in the 7 

1} . project had already elapsed. I | oe : | 

-- -_Tmmediately on the passage of the law, the minister of finance, Mr. po | 

q José Garcia Barzanallana, tendered his resignation, and was transferred = __ | 

] to the council of state, his portfolio being conferred upon the Marquis, 

1 de Orovio, = oo a 7 aT 

1 -- Tt does not seem necessary to do more than give a hasty glance at | 

| _ the changes introduced in the budget in its passage through the Cértes. | 

i The total receipts are now estimated at 734,360,580 pesetas, and the. | 

| expenditures at 734,485,458.81 pesetas, showing an estimated deficit of — sf 

|. 124,878.81 pesetas. Yon Sy B as es oe eae a : 

4 The stamp-tax on sales of goods is suppressed, and instead thereof | 

{ the industrial quota of tradesmen and vendors will be increased 15 per a 

{ cent. (Article 12.) - pe ee /
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| The impost of cédulas personales remains unchan ged. (Article 16, 

; | formerly 10.) Oe (Oe : ae - 
|} - ‘The provisions affecting imports and exports (articles 28, 29, 30,31, . 
i 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, and 37) are materially changed from the original 
' | Scheme. a TE Eg a aS | 
} ~~. ‘The proposed export-tax on native wines has been abandoned, the | : 
; opposition thereto having been all but universal. Brandies coming : 

from abroad are to be temporarily sur-taxed 20 pesetas for each hecto- , 
q liter, petroleum and mineral oils 12.50 pesetas the 100 kilograms, edible | 
] oil 8 pesetas the 100 kilograms, palm-oil, cotton-seed oil, and certain 
i others 25 pesetas the 100 kilograms (a prohibitory tax, it may be ob- | | 
i. served), and last of all foreign coal and coke are to pay a fiscal import 

duty of 2.50 pesetas per ton. _ | | | | 
| The customs tariff is to be reformed as provided in the former article 2 
i 19 of the original bill, and the authorization to impose an export-tax ! 
i on unmanufactured cork is revoked. a | 
4 Articles 23 and 24 of the old project are combined into one, as follows: _ | 

-_ ARTICLE 35. The government is hereby authorized to impose an additional taxon 
: import-duties and on those of navigation for the products, vessels, and exports of those 

countries which may in any way especially prejudice our vessels and our ‘commerce, — 
and also to withhold the application of the reductions of duties which may result from 

7 the reform of the customs. tariffs from all save the products and exports of the nations 
1 which concede to Spain the treatment of the most favored nation. : 
| : (The revised tariff has now been published, and will form the subject | 
7 of another dispatch.) | SPSS a 
jj. _ I translate also the following: | a | : | 
7 ARTICLE 36. The government is likewise empowered to impose an additional charge - 
i upon the import-duties of American and Asiatic products coming directly from foreign 

| ‘depots in Europe. pe . | Ses ies pe 
j | ARTICLE 37. The modifications which, in virtue of the twenty-eighth and following - 
a articles, may be introduced in the imports now in force, shall not be applied to mer- 

chandise and vessels duly shown to have left the ports of ‘departure before the pro- 
mulgation of thislaw. So es | 

; ARTICLE 38. The minister of state is authorized, in concert with the minister of — ] 
3 hacienda, to revise the consular tariffs, with the object of increasing the revenues of = 
: " the state without grave prejudices to commerce and navigation, = , 
i ~~: venture to‘commend to your especial attention and study these sev- ! 
i eral provisions affecting the foreign commerce of Spain. — | | | 
| The remaining articles of the law, Nos. 39 to 75, are of amunicipal = 
! or domestic character, their chief interest lying in the ingenuity which | 
| finds room for the imposition of additional taxation on products and in- | 
i dustries which seemed already burdened to.the utmost. - | 
; - IT have, &e., SO | a : SO 
‘ , | —. A. AUGUSTUS ADEE. CO 

ee No. 30200 2 7 oe j 
i . | Mr. Adee to Mr. Evarts. — | | 

i No. 618.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
| | OE he Madrid, July 23, 1877. (Received August 9.) - 
| _ SIR: On pages 213-214 of the Gaceta of yesterday’s date, which ac- 

| companies my No. 617, will be found a royal order of hacienda, dated = 
the 20th instant, as follows: a a | Oo | 

| | EXCELLENCY: In view of the expediente, instituted with respect to whether it is or | 
is not advisable to make use of the authorization conceded to the government by the |
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- thirty-sixth article of the present law of estimates, for the imposition of an additional. | 

_. ‘eharge upon the import duties of products of America and Asia which may come ey! ; 

hither from foreign depots (bonded stores?) in Europe; = * OE 

- Considering that the idea of this authorization does not involve any tendency in i 

| favor of the interests of the treasury; oe | 

‘Considering that the principal products of foreign America already come, for the } 

most part, directly to the peninsula from the producing countries, without the neces- : 

sity of differential duties, and by reason of the natural benefit which inures to com- £ 

merce by shipping them at the points of production; . . Po : | 

- And considering that, from the moment when foreign vessels can, in consequence of | r 

oo the suppression of the discriminating duty of the flag, trade directly with the same 7 : 

| advantage as may be established for Spanish ships, a free competition remains open to — ao | 

| the shipping of all countries, those obtaining the carrying trade which offer the best. of 

conditions therefor, and without our merchant vessels deriving any special and concrete E 

_- penefit from differential duties affecting the ports of departure: re  #€f 

__» His Majesty the King (whom may God guard), in conformity with what your excel- 1 

} leucy proposes, and with the report of the consultative junta of tariffs and valua- sit | 

2 tions, has been pleased to decide that no use be made of the authorization conceded to — & 

a the government by the thirty-sixth article of the existing Jaw of estimates. ee 

| ey royal order, I say this to your excellency for your cognizance and the consequent _ , | 
2 effects. ct Re . 7 OE 

'. May God guard your excellency many years. | | | . | &§ 

| - -Maprip, July 20,1877, a | fe | 
eo | oe we oe OROVIO. © : : 

' To the DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF CUSTOMS... See | of 

| As the foregoing royal order clearly shows the inefficacy and needless- | 
| ness of the authorization granted by the thirty-sixth article of the | : 

| budget, and as the reports and inquiries upon which the order is founded — it 

have been pending for some time past, one is tempted to inquire what ee | 

| object was to be subserved by including such a provision in a solemn 

| jaw, only to show its unwisdom by formally renouncing the right a aos 

|. . few days after the law has been sanctioned and promulgated. Be this 

: as it may, the present measure shows a healthy desire to avoid needless _ OE 
| interference with the foreign trade. | aren ao | 

7 I have, &ec., : ve | | 
: A. AUGUSTUS ADEE. | 

Pe —  N0.808 | oe 

; My, Adee to. Mr. Evarts. — | aor tf 

|. No625] |. LeGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Po | -—- Madrid, July 26,1877. (Received August 9.) © | 

-* §rp: Your instruction No. 559, in relation to the question of the a | 

| _ office-hours of the United States consulate at Malaga, being called forth I 

by a specific inquiry on the part of Messrs. W. C. Bevan & Co., of that | 

| _ place, seemed to me to require some communication to these gentlemen | 

{ of the views of the Department in the matter, > oe | 

| - There is something to be said on both sides of the question. While = 
| it is undoubtedly most desirable that everything which is reasonably | 

| practicable should be conceded to shippers, in the interest of the grow- | 

{ ‘ing trade between Malaga and the United States, yet. it isnottobe = | - 

overlooked that the exigencies of the merchants of that port might, — | 

i if fully acceded to, impose a heavy burden on the consulate. It is not | 

i merely a question of the brief extension of the working-hours of the  —s'«if 
i —_ consul beyond the usual limits. The ocean-going steamers in the Amer- | if 

ican trade generally touch at Malaga for a single day only, and if there  — ff 

¢ is much cargo awaiting shipment their departure takes place late at | 

night on a favorable tide, operations of lading continuing until long |



| —686h200C—C—CO | FOREIGN RELATIONS. = 

j  _—_. past midnight in many instances. Even under the present arrange- 
. ment the time of the consul between the usual hour of closing and the 

{ _ departure of the steamer is fully occupied with the necessary business 
Of advising the collector of the port of destination and filling up the 

; accompanying papers, and it is easy to see the additional strain which — | 
| would be entailed upon the consul if it should come to be understood 2 

among shippers that they have only their own convenience to consult 3 
i _ in leaving the authentication of their invoices to be performed at the - 2 
:. lastmoment. sit | a a , | 
: In communicating to Messrs. Bevan & Co. the opinion of the Depart- | 

3 ment, it has seemed to me to be advisable, therefore, to leave the utmost : 
7 | possible latitude of decision in favor of the consul, which I have endeay- | 

; _ ored to do, as will be seen from the annexed copy of my letter. I venture, | 
1 | in conclusion, to suggest the expediency of a Specific instruction to 
{ _ Consul Quarles, in termination of this incident, to the effect that a brief | 
i; but fixed extension of office-hours be allowed upon steamer-days, and 

j - that, those hours being past, no further public business shall be trans- | 
}  ~—~——s ated, except in the special ease of the revision of an invoice before 
i: departure of the vessel, should it appear that goods already dulyin- 
ia voiced are unavoidably crowded out by want of stowage-room. To pre- 4 
| _ * vent abuse of this privilege, an extra tee might be fixed for the service. | 
1 —— Fhhave, &e, De | _ | 

| A AUGUSTUS ADEE,” 

: | [Inclosure.] - a 7 

7 | Mr, Adee to Messrs, W. C. Bevan Co + ee Co 

: - LEGATION OF. THE UNITED STATES,. 7 — i | | | ae . Madrid, July 24, 1877, 
2 . Str: Referring to my letter to-you of the Ist ultimo, I have now the honor to inform | 
1 you that I have received the expected instructions of the honorable Secretary of State 
a concerning the subject-matter of your letter to me of the 28th of May last. © | ; 

To ‘The Department of State is disposed to regard your inquiry as more or less directly 
a ‘bearing upon the question of the hours during which the consulate is to be keptopenfer 
4 the transaction of business; and it has, therefore, been deemed advisable to bring the. i 
di: matter to the attention of Mr. John F. Quarles, the newly-appointed consul of the 7 
i United States at Malaga, prior to his departure for his post, in order that he may be : 
4 / guided by the views of the Department in thé premises. Mr. Quarles has accordingly © | 
: been instructed that he is to conform to the seventy-second paragraph of the consular — 

regulations, and keep open the consulate daily during:the usual business hours observed ae 
3 at Malaga; but, should it be especially necessary, during the vintage or busy season,, 4 
1 for the convenience of business or the interest of commerce, to occasionally extend the __ 
a. office-hours of the consulate the Department is of the opinion that it should be done, | 

even to the inconvenience of the consul. es | Ee 
7 | Mr. Quarles will, however, be expected t investigate the-point for himself. on reaeb- 
7 >» Ing his post, and to acquaint himself with the usages and customs prevailing at Ma- 

Jaga with regard to the hours of consular business; and the Department prefers not to- 
give him any definite instructions on the subject in advance. The matter will be: left. : 

4 | to his discretion, in the belief that he will be enabled:to judge correctly how far it may ! 
| | be desirable to accommodate the merchants who export. goods to the United States,. 

3 7 and that he will decide the question to the satisfaction of those who have official busi- | 
| _ ness transactions with him as well as to that of the Department. a ae 

a: Tam, &e. Cy a ot | 1. ee? | | “A, AUGUSTUS ADEE, | 
oe a Co —. ... United States Chargé @ Affaires. 

{7 Messrs. W.C. Bevan & Co., Malaga. ce | | |
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I Mr. Lowell to Mr. Evarts. | ee 

No. 15. .. LEGATION oF THE Untrep Staves, | 

oo Madrid, October 12, 1877. (Received November 7.) o£ 

 §Srr: I have the honor to report that for several days before the re- | { 

ception of Mr. Seward’s telegram of 26th the legation had been prepar- | : 

ing its statement of the account‘of claims and interests payable on the = | 

28th September, being the second. and final payment of the awards — t 

: passed upon by the mixed commission sitting at Washington, up toand = = 

including the 24th March last. The telegram reached me at. nine o’clock ff 

| on the evening of the 26th, and the next morning (as I had before in- _ | 

tended) I addressed a note, a copy of which is subjoined, to the minis- 7 

ter of state, inclosing our statement and asking for an-interview forthe = , 

28th. The same day I received an answer from Mr. Silvela,inform- = § 

| ing me that owing to the occupation of the ministry with the return sf 
of the royal family on the next. morning to Madrid, he should be unable — a 

to meet. me until between two and three o’clock on the afternoon of = == ff 

Saturday, the 29th. I kept the messenger waiting while I wrotean an- sO 

--gwer accepting the appointment and expressing my satisfaction that | 

_ _His Catholic Majesty’s government would be ready to conclude the =f 
|  affaironthatday. © | rn ee 

| ---: Laecordingly waited on.Mr. Silvela.at the hour fixed upon, andasIT =~ & 

had already informed: him of my object in asking an interview for the  — f 

28th, I preferred, as a matter of politeness, to speak of other topics first, 

leaving it for him to broach. the matter of the indemnity, which he — 
accordingly soon did. — ee a | eT 

He said that as our statement would need to be verified by theirown. ff 

: accountants and the money arranged for,.he hoped. I should be. satis- os | 

fied if I received the money within a week. As my instructions were to — | 

{ follow the precedent set me by Mr. Cushing (and none could be better), & 

| and as that gentleman had. waited twelve days, I consented, at the 3 | 

! same time saying that, as I was acting on my own responsibility, and = ff 

my government would naturally expect to hear from me at once,I | ae 

_ trusted that I could depend upon being paid within the period for which = \ §& 

i . Mr. Silvela had asked. On Friday evening, 5th October, at eight = | f 

, o’clock, I received a private note from Mr. Silvela, asking meto meet = ~~ § 

{| him on the next day, at 2p. m., ia order to see the minister of ultramar | 

i (to whose department, as relating to Cuba, the matter belonged), and = ff 

| to arrange the business of the payment,” &c: Iat once answered by = ~ | 

' the same messenger that 1 would wait upon him at the ministry at the 

i __ part,. because, trusting in the perfect faith of His Catholic Majesty’s : 

|. Government, I had already telegraphed to Washington. that the: money : 

| would be paid within the week. Next day I-met Mr. Silvela at the = =§ f 

ij. _— hour appointed, and went with him to the minister of ultramar, who | 

| _ asked to have the final settlement postponed until Monday. He asked 

{  -this as a favor, on account of unforeseen circumstances, and,asIfelt 

4 every confidence in their intention to pay, I consented, but took occa- oe 

i sion to inform Mr. Silvela that I had received a telegram from my gov- _ | 

4 ernmentonthe subject | | 

: On Monday, at three o’clock, by appointment, I wept to the ministry | 

4 __ of ultramar, when I received payment, as promised,in adrafton London , 

4 =— ss att fifteen days’ sight (as in the case of the former half of the indem- | |
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nity) for the sum of £106,768 5s. 1d., which sum included the interest _ 
|  _—- on such of the awards as bore interest up to the date of payment, viz, 

8th October, 1877. —— oe : | oe | oe : 
_ I subjoin for your further information a copy of our statement. of the : _ amount due on the 28th of September, as also of the one showing the | 

i amount of interest from the 28th September to the 7th October, both | 
i, inclusive. | | oo : . | 

* * a #0 &e " %& * 
i a I sent a special messenger to London at four o’clock on Tuesday aft-— | 
1 ernoon, that being the first train’ leaving after receiving the draft. | 
7 Last evening I received a telegram from him announcing his safe arrival,  —j 

| . and to-day I have received one from Messrs. Morton, Rose & Co. ac- : 
i knowledging receipt of the draft. So a : : 

_ I beg to add (in my interview with Mr. Silvela) he seemed to think 
2 that the promptitude with which Spain had paid the awards of the | 
1 | mixed commission entitled her to some consideration from the Govern- | 
] _ Ment of the United States, and expressed a hope that future claims  _— 
; should be severely scrutinized, as he feared that the ready payment of | | 
|. those already passed upon might encourage claimants with less substan- | 
| . tial titles or even tend to create them. He spoke with much emotion of | 
1 __ the difficulties under which his country labored, and of theefforts she was | 

making to extricate herself, hoping that our own government would be 
| generous under the circumstances, and that the American member of 

7, the commission would in all doubtful cases strengthen the hands of ‘his 
, Spanish colleague. He told me that he wished I would communicate | 

| to my government the substance of what he had urged, and I promised 
1 todo so. Mr. Cushing, I am sure, will agree with me in believing that 

_ Spainis sincerely anxious to maintain her friendly relations with the | 
United States, and willing to do all she can to satisfy all our claims 

4 against her. 2 Re ee See eS | 
po A copy and translation of the receipt which I gave, together with a 

| copy of my note to Mr. Silvela, acknowledging the receiption of the 
draft, are also transmitted herewith, = * * Be | 

_ I trust that my action in the matter may meet with your approval. — 

1 me a LR, LOWELL, | 

| | [Inclosure A in No. 15.] . , ! 

3 | | | - LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
‘ . | a _ Madrid, September 27, 1877. . 

, EXCELLENCY: In accordance with the precedent of my predecessor, Mr. Cushing» _ 
4 I have the honor to inclose a.statement of the second moiety of the sums awarded to. 
q- citizens of the United States by the mixed commission sitting at Washington, and GE 
j payable on the 28th of the present month, under the agreement arrived at by our re- - 

| : spective governments on the 8th of March last. The award to Theodore Cabias (No. - 
q 10) having been made no longer ago than 24th March last, was, of course, not included | 
: _ in the statement of Mr. Cushing, and that of Gonzalo Poey (No. 66) was, on further | 
5 consideration by the commission, increased by the amount of a little more than two | 
E | thousand dollars. ‘This fact being brought to the attention of your excellency, it-was 
q agreed to include the whole amount of the two awards in this payment... The interest, 
; as your excellency will see, is calculated from the 17th March last, that being the ' 

. _ date up to which it was paid on the 28th of the same month. | | 
F I should be greatly obliged if your excellency would appoint an hour to-morrow in: 
{ which I could have the pleasure of a few moments’ interview, in order to conclude an i 
i affair the prompt settlement of which has been so honorable to His Catholic Majesty’s _ 
' government and so acceptable to that of the United States. a, . 
i I gladly avail myself of this occasion to renew to your excellency the assurance of | 
j my most distinguished consideration. | | | , | a J.R. LOWELL. |
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| ee [Inclosure Bin No. 15.) °° | : 

.. Calculated statement of capitals and interests due on the 28th of September, 1877, from the Government of Spain (in conformity with agreement) on the awards =i 
a - made in favor of citizens of the United States by the mixed commission sitting in Washington, up to and including the 24th of March, 1877. | 

, ! , __ = 7 . 7 . . 7 3 oo : = = Le — - aD. : 

os . . | 1 Time of interest.| = 5 a eos EEA Es a 
g ot 2 gird Soy ~ SS 
S pe co o si lao. 2 OW 4 
Ss ae . Ard As aaa | BRO a 

| . | Date of |Amountof] | - ps o,f a g 553 ne . 
S| Name of claimant. | ° award. award, - Terms of interest. , | a3 68 | Eas 524 ; $8 : 
8 | a ce | $° |etee| “803 |] 32 | = : - D . 4 ot fad om + S ors . —  g Be a | | a gm FS | s228| sees 2a a 
Al ky —j; RR] ata p AA A B® | 4 

1 | Henry Story..............| Jan. 4,1874 | - $1, 200 00 | No interest .........-...----.--02--] cones feeecee |e cee] $600 00 Joel. Jee lee. $600 00 123 510 . o nd 
4 | Peter Moliere.............| Nov. 2,1875| 3, 000 00 | 6 per cent., September 1, 1870, to} = 7 |..--..| 27 1,500 00 | ° $636 65 $2 71 2,139 36 | 489 12 3° 2. mo 

_ payment. - af ee = {o- Bo : _ 
= 5 | James M. Edwards........| Dec. 20,1875] . 5,000 00 | No interest...............222 eee e | ween [ee ew ee feeeee- | 2,500 00.]..2.02022./-222-.20-.]. 2, 500. 00 513° 14 4. S ad 

10 | Theodore Cabias* ........| Mar. 24,1877 3, 000 00 | 6 per cent., January 15, 1869, to pay- 8 8 13 | 3,000 00 | 1,566 41 }]........-. 4,566 41 |. 938 610 on ne 
eo _ |. - ment. ’ . : a ane - 

13 | Joaquin G. de Angarica...| Nov. 2, 1875 | 748,180 00 | 6 per cent., November 1, 1875, to 1|} 10] 27 | 374,090 00 |42,810 24| 676 43) 417,576 67 | 85,806 7 4. we Gee 
. 7 . - payment. - oe oe oo, oe : 

14} Gideon Lowe & Co........| Dec. 12,1874! 175 00 | 6 per cent:, January 5, 1869, to De- 5 11 2]. 87 50 31:10 }....-..-..} 118 60 §24. 7 ~5 ZB BO ; 
a |. eember 12, 1874, c . we ° aa Sod 

23 | José Vicente Brito........| Nov. 14, 1874 600 00 | 6 per cont. February 12, 1869, to No- 5. 9 2 _ 800 00} 103 60 }.......-.. 403 60 |. 82.18 8 Lobe - 
|. | vember 14, 1874. | Co a ae op TR . 

31 | Joaquin dé Delgado.......| Feb. 27, 1875 | 133, 360 00 | 8 per cent., May 5, 1869, to Febru- 5 9 19 | 56,680 00 (26,308 84 )..........| 82,988 84 | 17,053 1 8 Se 
: Coste ee — | ary 24, 1875. | | . mo | a os ae 

. 41 | JosédeJests H. y. Macias} June 26, 1875 3,000 00 | No interest ...-.2.----..22.-0--- 25 [ede et fine eee ]eeee ee] 1,500 00 | oee2 eee pele eee | 1,500 00 308 4 7 Bp a 
66 | Gonzalo Poeyt............| Mar. 24, 1877 2,585 60 | 6 per cent., March 8, 1876, to pay- en) 19 2,387 153; 240 76 |...-......| 2,627 914; 540 O 0 S 

87 | Joseph Griffen............]| Apr. 10,1875} 500 00 | Nointerest ... 22.2.2... 0222-2202 e | ween | ete ee | eee eel 250 00 | ------- cee] eee eee: 250 00 71 7 5 ge | 
' 108 | Charles Jemot............| Apr. .8,1876} 5,000 00 | 6 per cent., December 4, 1869, to; § 7 9 241) 2500 00) 1,172 36, 4 51 3, 676 87 ‘55 11 «0 : : 
oe : . | | payment. | : er oo . oo . ce ee a 

| OU : | 885, 600 60 | ..-eecleeeeceeceeeeceeer tec eceerecs[iceees[ceece[eeenee| 445, 394 652/72, 869 96 | 683 65 518, 948 265}106, 636, 17, 4 , . 

* No. 10.—New award, and not included in first payment; consequently interest is caleulatad on whole amount up to and including 27th September, 1877. _— . 
- _1 No. 66.——New award; interest has been calculated on whole amount up to and including 27th September, 1877, but amount paid ($198.443) 28th March, 1877, on old award | 

has been deducted. | oe a oe °



- | . 7 . | - 7 . ge a : / - . oe 

| . | | | {Inclosure C in No. 15.] | | oO ee - | tr 

| — Calculated statement of interests due from the Government of Spain (from the 28th day of September to the 7th day of October, 1877, both inclusive) on such of rs : 
- the awards made in favor of citizens of the United States by the mixed commission, sitting in Washington, as bear interest up to the date of payment. — — 

. | 7 ; aan rs Laos . a __ So ~ ; | , . : a | . 

oe ro | Amountonwhich{ a | a lm oe | Equivalent in — 7 
24 foo Name of claimant. : Date o f interest is cal-| , Terms.of interest. . ; : cme. of Amount of cands ster- Ste, 
BS) | ‘ | culated. , . : lnverest. | iMberest. Fing at $4.86.65. | 

yy, . . . ; a - | . | 

| 7 : Ti, oe a | : oe Days. | Ss ad. | 
. 4 | Peter Moliere.................-..--2--| Nov. 2, 1875 |. . $1,500 00 | 6 per cent., September 1, 1870, to payment............-..4. 10; © $2 46 0 10 1] . 

10 |.Theodore Cabias* .......-..--.-......| Mar. 24, 1877 . 3,000 00 | 6 per cent., January 15, 1869, to payment..-............ 104 | 4 93 | 1 0 36 a . 
13 | Joaquin G. de wWngarica...--..........| Nov. %, 1875 ' 374, 090.00.| 6 per cent., November 1, 1875, to payment .......... ... - 10 614 94 126 7% 34 —— | 

.. 66 | Gonzalo Poey t......-.0--e eee ee eeeeee| Mar. 24, 1877 2,387 16.4 6 per cent., March 8, 1876, to payment........-..-.0....) 10 3 92 0 16 1b . 
. - 108 | Charles Jomot ............+---.-2-----; Apr. 8, 1876) 2,500 00 1 6 per cent., December 4, 1869, to payment .............. 10 410]; (0 16 104 Pf 

: 4 : Sc | | 883,477 16 | - - 63035) 129 10 8 BW. | 

_ * No. 10.—New award ; interest calculated on whole amount... oe Fo . . re a . oo 
| _ - No, 66.—New award; interest calculated on $2,387.16 ; the sum of $198,444, paid on old award, having been deducted from amount ($2,585.60) of new award. rane | 

: oe a By a an | | en -. ee |
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: OS 7 . {Enclosure E in No. 15.—Translation. ]  &£ 

: we As the representative of the United ‘States near the Government of His Catholic — oe | 
Majesty, I declare that I have received on this date the sum of one hundred and six ee 

_. thousand seven hundred:and. sixty-eight.pounds sterling five shillings one penny, in : &£ 
a draft on London, at-fifteen days’ sight, to the charge of the London Banking Associa-- o£ 

‘tion, of this date, acknowledging myself satisfied,in the name of my nation, by the | | oe 
- . gecond installment of the indemnification declared up to the present day by the arbi- co ' 

ters, including the interegts of all the credit included in the foregoing balance due as. — : 

| therein expressed up to this day. . - _ ne | oe : es | 

s MapDRID, 8th October, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven. . | 

. a oe | oF [Inclosure F in No. 15.] ee - . a - 

a | | | Of Eee LEGATION oF Tae UNITED STATES, _ 7 . 
mo, a | | Madrid, October 10,1877, — ee | 

| EXxcELLENCY: I cannot allow my dispatches announcing the payment of the second (UE 
half of the indemnity to go home without at the same time expressing to you, and BO 

-- through you to the Government of His Catholic Majesty, my very great satisfaction at = 
_ this renewed proof of the sincere desire of Spain not only to ‘fulfill all her obligations . a 

| toward the United-States, even when it: might seem most difficult to do so, but:to put ~ | 
out of the way every-obstacle to cordial understanding, and every motive of suspicion oe 

- and ill-will. Ofsuch obstacles.and such motives none could be of a more irritating nature | : 

_ than those assumptions of irresponsible power on the part of subordinate officers far : 
_ fromthe controlling oversight of ‘the imperial government, ‘only. too natural in troubled a 

 times,-and whese threatening consequence, thanks to the considerate policy and cordial | a 
good faith of the government over whose foreign relations your exeellency so worth- : , 

{ily presides, are now in course of friendly and honorable settlement without leaving a 
behind them any seed of bitterness in the ‘wounded pride of one nation or inthe unsat- | 

| isfied: rights of the other. oS | = 7 7 . a &§ 
| .. That sueh complications should have:arisen was only to have been expected under | : 
_. the circumstances, but that Spain, which in the:mean while was undergoing two o£ 

_ changes of dynasty, and had upon her hands two civil wars in opposite quarters ofthe == —f 
| —_- globe, should have been willing and able to ‘fulfill her international obligations with — i 

such fidelity and promptitude is a fact which I am sure I am warranted in saying: the © ft 
President will appreciate as it deserves. _  &§ 

__ Let me express the hope that in the few cases of like nature which still remain under — UE 
discussion, the Government of His Catholic Majesty will complete what it has so happily ET 
begun, ‘and that the last question at issue between two nations which have a common 

{interest in peace and the developmentof their commercial ‘relations with each other, | | 
may be arranged, as these others have been, to the-satisfaction and advantage of both. ae 

i. I gladly avail myself of this occasion to renew to your excellency the assurance of - E 
| my most distinguished consideration. - | as BO oe 

| CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN: THE DEPARTMENT OF © | 
|  .. §$TATE AND THE SPANISH LEGATION, — | 

i, Mantillato Mr. Seward, . | 

: a — | oe a _ ['Franslation.] . a Sos Po a 

f a GG ATION OF SPAIN, | | 
PO —. Washington, August 4,1877. (Received August 6.) of 
{  _. -The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary = = | 
i _ of His Catholic Majesty, has the honor to address the honorable Acting — 
i Secretary of State, F. W. Seward, in regard to what happened to the ~  «~
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American whaling-vessels Ellen Rizpah and Rising Sun on the southern _ 
j coast of the island of Cuba in the middle-of May last.  __ ny 
4 _ As soon as the Government of His Catholic Majesty had knowledge, __ 
4 through the medium of its representatives at Washington, of what was ! 
a _. related by the press of this country with respect to the former of these © 

q | _ vessels, haste was made to order him to give assurances to the Govern- 
i -~—~—-—s ment of the United States that if, on careful investigation of the occur- 2 
| | rences, it should result that there was committed'on the Ellen Rizpah ! 
: any unusual restriction of the international law, there would be no 
i : delay in explanations appropriate to the dignity of the two nations, a 
1. duty which the undersigned fulfilled on the 12th of June lastinacon- 

| fidential manner, owing to the occurrences not being well understood and 
there not being yet in the Department of State the information neces- | 

iy, sary to a thorough discussion of the question, reserving to himself to 
| enter into this in a more solemn manner when such information should | 
{. be obtained by one or the other party, and the occurrences could be ap- | 
1. preciated with exactitude. = | | we oe | 
| Meanwhile the press has spoken of a new incident which has taken ! 
q _ place, also on the southern shores of Cuba, with respect to the American | 

whaling-vessel Rising Sun, and the undersigned has received some in- 
| formation which, although not sufficient to enable a final judgment to 

qf. be formed in regard to the two affairs, permits him. at least, to assert 
d° that they have not the importance which, under the influence of first 
to impressions, it was endeavored to give to them, at the same timeto _— 
7 demonstrate the good will and firm decision with which the Govern- 

ment of Spain is disposed to satisfy the complaints which in regard to. 
1. this matter the United States may feel like making, even before they 
1 are formulated, and to prevent hereafter any cause for similar ones aris- 

| ing from the same causes. Although between the publicity given to the , 
J, affair of the fishing-vessel Ellen Rizpah, and that given to the affair 
1 of the fishing-vessel Rising Sun, there intervened time enough, and the 
4 length of this interval may have caused the newspaper press to believe, | 

it being easy in all countries to be excited to impulses of patriotism, , 
_ that on the part of the war-navy of Spain there existed a purpose to 

4 molest the American merchant-vessels found on the coast of Cuba, the 
undersigned can asseverate that the first affair happened on the 15th of 

1. May last, and the second on the 22d of the same month, and that in | 
| both the perpetrator was not a war-vessel of the Spanish navy, properly = 

_ so called, but a small auxiliary vessel of one of the gun-boats that watch : 
i _ said coast, the skiff Veloz, a vessel of light draught, expressly intended to : 
d have custody of the keys, in which, owing to their shoal depth, the gun- > 
3 boats cannot penetrate without danger, and which vessel, on account. 7 

t,o of its small importance and the especial service that it has to perform, | 
: is under the command of a cockswain. ~~ en | ! 
4 One of those ‘keys, called the “Twelve Leagues,” owing to its great. 

- extent, is the point at which the filibusters who leave the neighboring ! 
4 island of Jamaica in small vessels with commodities of war for thecoast. 

of Cuba, are in the habit of taking refuge when bad weather is experi-. 
; - enced in crossing, or where they deposit those commodities until they | 
i. have an opportunity to convey them to their destination; and in one of | 
1 the anchoring grounds of that key, always watched by the smaller 

| auxiliary vessels of the Spanish navy, in the anchoring ground of | 
: Cachiboca, was exactly where, on the 15th of May, fleeing from the | 
i. storm that prevailed, the American whaling-vessel Ellen Rizpah took | 
7. refuge. Through such circumstances, and through these shores not 
: being a place for the catching of ‘whales, that vessel was naturally sus- :
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: pected by the cockswain of the skiff Veloz who was at Cachiboca, and: — of 
he sent for a vessel of war to examine her.. As soon as the nearest. of 

| naval authorities had knowledge of the affair, they ordered the gun- ee 
boat Guardian, of which the skiff Veloz is the auxiliary, to sail imme- | 

| diately in search of the fishing-vessel Ellen Rizpah, while the gunboat . | § 
: Marinero was sent to reconnoiter the keys near to Cachiboca to see if. . 

the suspected American vessel had landed thereon commodities of war = ~~ & 
for the enemy, the commanders of both vessels bearing instructions to = 
repair immediately any error that might have been committed by the | 

| master of the Veloz. The gunboat Marinero was the first to reach i 

_. Cachiboca, but did not find there the skiff Veloz nor the fishing-vessel  &£ 

_ Ellen Rizpah, which, as the storm had increased, and in order that both 
- vessels might escape a common danger, had taken refuge in another i 

| anchoring-ground near by, which was more safe, called Caballones, | 
_ where they remained together two or three days. There the Marinero |  - 

| went to meet them, and did in fact meet them, and hercommander, after = — § 
examining the papers and the hold of the Ellen Rizpah in the most _ | 

- courteous manner, and with the consent of the master of this vessel, I 
{| allowed her to continue her voyage, not without said master appearing. | 
| . to admit by his affable demonstrations that the master of the Veloz had _- 

_ rendered him a service by accompanying his vessel to a safe anchoring- ) | 
- ground during such a severe storm in seas which to him and tothecrew | : 

i; of the Ellen Rizpah were unknown, and sown with. rocks, where the | 
| anchoring-grounds are very scarce and of little depth, and to take, one _ of 

, needs much precaution and the directions of a pilot, the only method of —  - 
; _—« passing the breakers which there is at the reef of stone that surrounds. © 

the key of Twelve Leagues. Be a OC | 
. In the neighborhood of that key there was also found, seven days | 
afterward, on the 22d of May, by the same skiff Veloz, the vessel, also — 4 

'’ an American and a whaler, which proved to. be the Rising Sun, seen on | 

the coast, with two canoes in the water, and at less than half a mile =~ &§ 
from them. Said canoes were requested to display their flag, which they  — 

~- did not do. Then, according to maritime usage, a cannon-shot without = ~~ & 

ball was fired, but they also disregarded this intimation, whereupon it == f 
was necessary to fire at them another with ball, although high up, and - | 

| only by way of caution. At this new intimation one of the canoes hoisted | 
; the American flag, and the other proceeded toward the Rising Sun. The | 

weather was rough, for which reason the canoe that was stopped was oF 
advised of the danger which they and the other two vessels at those _ *- 

_ skeys were running, and the pilot in the canoe that was stopped was > | 
j ._ 1nvited to pass on board. the Veloz in order that together they mightseek ==  ——i*é 

' asafe refuge. To it said vessels proceeded, when the gunboat Yumuri _ 
{ arrived. She examined the ‘fishing-vessel Rising Sun, and finding her OF 
| papers regular, and that in fact she had on board several casks filled  § 

with whales’ blubber, she allowed her to continue her fishing, but warned OE 
_ her master not to approach the keys, as it was a dangerous place and | of 

{| caused shipwrecks. | es | | “ oe 
| _ This is the history of the occurrences in relation to the two vessels as of 

; it has reached the knowledge of the undersigned. From this it results  ~—if 
that, if on account of the two vessels being found in places frequented _ 
by. the small vessels that are engaged in carrying contraband of waron I 

| the coast of the island of Cuba, one at anchor in a Spanish anchoring- . —-— ff 
ground, and the other within the maritime jurisdiction of Spain, they ap- = —s— ff 

{ _ peared suspicious to the master of the Veloz,and that, although detained, .—s—si‘(ssé@ 
{the Ellen Rizpah was accompanied by that skiff to asaferanchoring- = —. ff 
| ground, and the Rising Sun was removed from the danger sheran atthe __ I
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; keys during the storm, and that:assoonas they were found by the gunboats | | 
fo Marinero and Yumuri, their commanders, who are officers of. the navy, 
i and as such are versed in international law, hastened to comply with | 
; the requirements of this law’by letting the Ellen Rizpah and the Rising » : 

| Sun eontinue their voyage-or fishing, and thus repairing any error that | 
j through a misunderstanding or an excess of zeal might have been com- 

‘mitted by the master of the Veloz,'who, as has been said, is only a sub- | 
| altern auxiliary of the Spanish war navy, without any other rank than | 
3 that of a patron prdctico, equivalent. to that of a cockswain in the Navy . 
| of the United States, the responsibility of his voluntary acts, even ad- “ 
, mitting that they were erroneous, and that the error has been well  __ 
i proven, could not in justice extend to the Spanish war navy, nor'to the 

authorities of Cuba, nor to the Government of Spain, whose friendly | : 
| sentiments toward the United States and whose respect for the flag of | 
; _ the Union need not be enhanced by the undersigned. _ oC | 
7 In -proof of the spontaneity and sincerity of those sentiments, the 
4 undersigned takes pleasure in stating to the honorable Acting Secre-— | 
Po tary of State that as soon as the government of His Catholic Majesty had | 
] 7 by telegraph information of the affair of the Rising Sun, although the: 
1, circumstances of this occurrence were yet less known than those of that | 
i  velating to the Ellen Rizpah, it hastened to order, also by telegraph, 
q : the governor-general of the island of Cuba to again urge on the general | 
: _ commander of the station the strict‘fulfillment of the treaty of 1795; that 
1 Said governor-general issued the proper orders to this effect,under date = 
; of the 19th of July last; and that the aforesaid government of His Catho- 
7 lic Majesty directs me to give to that ofthe United States the assur- | 

__ anee that hereafter will be strictly observed, even‘by the smallest aux- 
1 illary vessels of the warnavy of the station of Cuba, toward the suspicious 
1 vessels that may be found along ‘its coast and within Spanish maritime 7 

_ Jurisdiction, when those vessels prove to'be American, whatis stipulated- 
| _ in the ‘last part of article 18 of the ‘treaty ‘of 1795, as it ‘has always been 
3 _ its:intention and wish that it should'be observed. = Tea 
7 The undersigned trusts that, in this anticipation of explanations that 
to have not been asked, and of acts that have not been demanded, the 7 Government of the United States will see not only an evidence of the | 
i. fidelity with which the government of His'Catholic Majesty intends to - 
1 fulfill the treaties with this country, but a new proof of the desire which 
1 animates it to maintain and draw closer the friendly relations which 
4 join them to each other; and he avails himself of. this opportunity to re- 
: iterate to the Hon. F. W. Seward the assurances of his most distins 
] guished consideration. _ ) eA | co a 

: So — ANTONIO MANTILZA, | - 

| | Co a Oo Mr. Seward to Mr. Mantilla. — | a | 

; Oe! _ DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | 
Bn Be Washington, August 10,1877. | 

4 _ The undersigned, Acting Secretary of State, has the honor to acknowl- 2 
7 edge the receipt of the note of Sefior Don Antonio Mantilla, envoy ex- 2 
1 traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of Spain, in regard to the 

- _ American whaling-vessels Ellen Rizpahand Rising Sun. Theundersigned = 
i : notes with gratification the statement of Mr. Mantilla that the*‘Gov- /



| - ernment of Spain is disposed to satisfy the complaints which, in regard = ~—i& 
- to this matter, the United States may feel like making, even beforethey  _ 

| are formulated, and to prevent any cause for similar ones arising from a 
_. the same causes.” . ce 7 | : | 

} ‘The narrative of the incidents of the visitation and examination of no 
| these vessels by the master of the skiff Veloz, as they have been pre- 

sented. to the knowledge of the Spanish Government, has been read and | 
carefully considered. It differs in some details from the accounts which } 
have reached the Department of State. = = =.) | _ | 
- In the explanation thus given by the minister.of Spain, the Veloz is = & 

_ deseribed as a small boat or skiff, auxiliary to one of the gunboats that — | 
: watch the southern coast of Cuba, and her. master is referred toasa ~~ i 

‘‘subaltern auxiliary” of the Spanish navy, whose rank is equivalent —_ f 

to that of a cockswain in the Navy of the United States, and whoseer-  —Ss_— ! 
rors were committed through misunderstanding or excess of zeal. Itis — | 
understood, therefore, that Mr. Mantilla disavows the proceedings com- = 

| plained of as not having been adopted pursuant to any orders of the of 
Spanish navy, or of the authorities of Cuba, or of the Government of _ 2 : 
Spain, - eee | a | 

: In the absence of detailed and precise statements of thedamage or  § — & 
injury sustained by the Ellen Rizpah and the Rising Sun, their crews or I 

_ their owners, the Government of the United States reserves for the ff 
| present the question of the amount.of claims for such damages, or the => 

_ expression of any opinion in regard to them. Meanwhile, however,the | 
undersigned does not hesitate to express his gratification in receiving | 

_ the assurance of Sefior Mantilla that as soon as the government of His — | 
Catholic Majesty had received. by telegraph information of the affair §#  f 

_. of the Rising Sun, as well as of the Ellen Rizpah, it hastened to order : | 
by telegraph the governor-general of the island of Cuba to again charge  &£ 
upon the general commander of the station strict fulfillment of the a | 
treaty of 1795, and that the said governor-general issued the proper or- | | 

; ders to this effect, under date of the 19th of July last. The Govern- | 
ment of the United States also received with'especial satisfaction the 
assurances of the Government of Spain that hereafter the:stipulations  - 

_ of article 18 of the treaty of 1795 shall be strictly observed, even by —  & 
the smallest vessels of the Spanish navy in the vicinity of Cuba, toward | 

_ American vessels that may be found along its coasts and within Spanish Oe S] 
- maritime jurisdiction, es Shae Deg lo eo 

_ Cordially sharing in the desire to maintain the friendly relations be-  & 
_ tween the two governments, the undersigned avails himself of this oc- : 

_ €asion to offer to Sefior Mantilla a renewed assurance of his high con- _ 
sideration. as pe re en | 

SO - No. 807. a | | t 

, | Mr. Mantilla to Mr. Evarts. hs UE 

| | | . _- LEGATION OF SPAIN, . Snes t 
Ce _ Newport, September 6,.1877. (Received September 10.) dE 

Srp: [beg you will excuse me if I intrude upon your valuable time _ 
in order to say something regarding the American whaling-vessel Ed- = | 

_ ward Lee, of Newburyport, whose master, Mr. Atkins, has written to | 
his: mother that about the middle of March he was fired upon with ~ i 

_ shell, grapeshot, and,canister bya vessel, apparently Spanish, nearthe sé‘ 
| OL FR | | | oe | - L
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: southern coast of Cuba, from which war-vessel he escaped by fast sail- : 
7 ing. His letter, as I understand, has been transmitted to the State | 
1 Department. . i | oo | - 
j ‘When I first read this report in the newspapers I telegraphed, in 
| - order.to prevent any misunderstanding, to the governor-general of | 
| Cuba, requesting him to ascertain what truth there may bein thenar- 
{ | rative of the incident referred to by Captain Atkins. The governor- | 

... general has answered me by cable that, after making diligent inquiry, | 
the conclusion was reached that no American ship was fired upon ator 

a; near the coast of Cuba by any war.-vessel of Spain. | | 
You are well aware, sir, of one of the old rules of international law, 

1 ©. to the effect that, in case a vessel hailed by a man-of-war—whether itbe 
1 on the high seas in time of war, or within the maritime jurisdiction of | 

: any power in time of peace—refuse to show her flag after being re- : 
, quired to do so, the war-vessel, having sent a blank shot by way ef 
7 - -caution, and after that failing to produce the required answer, may pro- 
jo ceed to fire upon such vessel with ball, and employ other force against 
i her, provided the limits of necessity be not exceeded; and only in case 
1 _ there be some excess committed at this point has the injured party any 
1  .  yight to claim damages. | ON | | | a 
1 : It appears, even from the narrative of the master of the Edward Lee, 
. published in the newspapers, that the latter fled without showing her | 
] _. flag, refusing to stop upon demand of the alleged Spanish war-vessel, | 
j | which is said to have fired upon her. If such a war-vessel did fire,it | 
i was very improbable that her first shot was other than a blank one, al- | 
1 ~~ ‘though, even if the fact were established that the Edward Lee was fired — 
, upon by a war-ship of Spain—of which at present there is no evidence— 
}  '__- yet it would be necessary to inquire whether the former refused to show | 
1 the American flag, and whether she was fired upon in the manner | 

stated by her captain, or with ball only. ee ( 
Poo ~ In order to still further ascertain what foundation there might be for | 
q __. the above-mentioned report, I have requested the governor-general of 
i: Cuba that he open another investigation, keeping in mind that the : 

: master of the Edward Lee had said that the alleged incident. occurred | 
: in the middle of ‘March, and lately my government authorized me to | 

4 | give assurances to the Government of the United States to the effect 
_that it will make a thorough inquiry into the above-mentioned incident; | 

7 and if it had taken place it will further inquire whether any violation of : 

; international law was committed. a 
3 | As the alleged occurrence of the Edward Lee is said to be two months —_ ! 
fo anterior to that of the Ellen Rizpah and the Rising Sun, it should,in | 

q case such violation of international law be shown, receive the same | 
1 mutual friendly consideration as the question of the two last-named 
1 vessels. Fe | | | 

oe Your obedient servant, a 7 oo 

| | a ANTONIO MANTILLA, © | 

to : | a + Now 308. oo 7 

i : Mr, Evarts to Mr. Mantilla. : : . | 

, ee | DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | | | 

fo re | Washington, September 13, 1877. - 

1 Sir: I have the honor té acknowledge the receipt of your nofeofthe | 

-—s« 6th instant, in regard to the alleged attack made upon the American |
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| -. -vessel Edward Lee, of Newburyport, Mass., by a Spanish war vessel | 

| in Cuban waters, and informing me that you are authorized by your .— 

| government to assure that of the United States that a thorough inves- | 
tigation will be made into the facts of the case. oo 7 — | 

a ~The Department shares in the hope expressed by you that thereported = &§ 

/ occurrence may not have taken place. Such an occurrence would nec- | 

| essarily be regarded with grave solicitude and regret. It is a source. 

of gratification, however, to receive the assurance that the Government ' 

- of Spain proposes to make a thorough inquiry into the facts of the case. | 

. Similar inquiry will be made by the Government of the United States, 

_. with a view to ascertain what course of action itis proper to adopt. = ~~ —& 
+ Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my high consideration. re 

ee SWEDEN AND NORWAY. | | | 

: 7 | No. 309. ee ns | 

, ee Mr, Andrews to Mr. Fish. 7 | - | 

No. 359.] . | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, © — | 
| cae Stockholm, October 20, 1876. (Received November 13.) 

Sre: In my No. 336 on pauperism, I stated that full and correct re- 

turns of pauperism in Sweden might be expected at a subsequent date. = [ 

Such returns for the year 1874 are now going through the press, and |  &| 

|. from some advance sheets which have been kindly loaned tome by Dr. ss J 

| Berg, chief of the bureau of statistics, I am able to give the following.  ——‘ J 

- summary as a supplement to my said number 336: | | 

| I. In country districts with a population of 3,734,787: Number of 
.- pauper districts, 2,376, and of sub-districts, 645 ; poor-houses, 1,888, with _ | 
|. room for 20,634 persons; number of. persons receiving direct support, | 

i «116,270, of whom 26,233 were under fifteen years of age; number of Pel 

| children receiving indirect support, 32,600, making in all receiving sup- | 

port, 148,870. The number of persons receiving full support was 29,372, _ | 

with whom belonged 1,880 children. The mortality of adults was5,514, — J 

_ of children 186... wn ee Be | 

: - II. In the cities, there being ninety-five, with an aggregate popula- = | 
| tion of 606,772: Number of poor-houses, 122, withroom for 8,498 per- =f 
| sons; number of persons receiving direct support, 29,760, of whom | 

; . 7,686 were under fifteen years of age; number of children receiving | 

i indirect support, 10,363; total receiving support, 40,123. The number | | 
1 ___ of persons receiving full support was 7,592, with whom belonged 186 = 
i _— children. The mortality of adults was 1,908, of children 105. re 
_ III. From the foregoing it appears that for the whole of Sweden, with = 
| a population of 4,341,559, there were 188,993 persons, or 4.3 per cent. of : 

| the population, who, in 1874, received part or full support from the  — Jj 

{ Thave,&¢, Wee ole . | 
- - Se | 7 2 6G, C, ANDREWS. | q
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1 are Mr. Andrews to Mr. Fish. Ee 

1 ae | RUE VEvEcHS, © 
| | Geneva, December.6, 1876, (Received Decetnber 26.) _ | 

; DEAR Sie: Referring to my No. 368, I-now beg, informally (for being  —~ — 
] absent from my post on leave, I am in doubt whether I should number _ | 

‘this communication), to hand you herewith the answers which I have ° . | 
, _ to-day received from the department of ecclesiastical affairs and public in- | 
7 struction of Norway to questions which I submitted on the civil service. 

I have carefully read the answers, and they seem to me to contain in- | 
: teresting and valuable information. The Norwegian Governmentis cer- 7 

tainly entitled to many thanks for being at the pains to furnish the © ! 
| answersin English, > a a | 

i | | | . [Inclosure.] | oo : 

: | | The Norwegian Department of Ecclesiastical Affairs to Mr. Andrews. | 

, ‘THE CIVIL SERVICE OF NORWAY. oe 

i Reply to the questions of Mr. Andrews, United States minister, Stockholm, concerning the : 
. - Norwegian civil service. - Cos a | 

: | | «PRELIMINARY REMARKS. ET on | 

i Before answerin g the particular questions, it will be expedient to indicate the classes 
j of public functionaries referred to in the answers and to notice briefly the most impor- 
' tant regulations in foree concerning them to facilitate the appreciation of their position. 
; The persons who constantly, or in particular cases, exercise any public functionsare 
i | divided, according to Norwegian judicial views, into the following three classes: 
; - J. Officers: What characterizes the position of officers in contradistinction tothetwo 
| | other hereinafter-mentioned public positions is, apart from the nature of their business, 
; the manner of their appointment. According to the fundamental law of the realm of : 
| , the 14th of November, 1814, section 21, the officers are to be appointed by the King, ! 
: after he has heard the report of his council of state; the other public servants are —sT 
‘ appointed or elected by various other authorities or corporations, such as the minis- 
1 tries, the Storthing, the prefects, the common ‘councils, the voters, &c. The officers 4 
| may. be considered as the most important organs, by help of which the King exer- ss 
' cises the right of government vested in him. (According to the fundamental law, 
: the King has the executive power, the King and the Storthing, together with the 
; legislature, and the Storthing alone the granting power; the judging power is vested Dt 
i ' in an independent state-authority, the culmination of which is in the supreme tri- | | 
: bunal, but whose functionaries are appointed by the King.) The officers are divided 
; usually into three classes: The ecclesiastical (bisheps,, provosts, and priests); the mil- = 
i itary (officers of the army and fleet); and the civil (all the. other officers who attend 
| to the management of the various other state-matters intrusted tothe executive power, 

namely, the officers of the- police and.of the tribunals in general; of the civil admin- 
| istration in the larger divisions of the country, provinces, bailiwicks, at the university | 
j - and schools, of the medical faculty, of the customs, and for the collection of taxes; on 

| the whole, the officers in the ministerial departments, &c.) 
} As general rules concerning offieers, the following may be assumed : 4 

| a. In order to be a Norwegian officer,one must be: . , 
1. A Norwegian citizen. oe oo | 

_ 2. A Lutheran. | . : : 
. 3. Speak the language of the country. | 

: 4. Have an untarnished reputation. — | | 
: | 5. In the case of some officers there is, moreover, a limit of age, of which. more 
: hereafter. | 
! 6. Trustworthiness is required of judges. .
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7, Finally, for most officers, special examinations are necessary,of which alsomore $= § 

- hereafter. | can en ae . : 

Ee b. Before any one whois appointed enters on his office, he has certain duties to fal fill. oe 

- -. Thus, receiving-officers: must give security; priests must be ordained by a bishop; =. 

moreover, every officer must pay the entrance-fees and take an oath. _ . | : 

pos c. Officers are not exclusively the servants of the King; they are just as much 
servants of the law; wherefore, an officer, being bound both to the King and to the | : 

po law, must be presumed in doubtful cases to be able himself to judge of the limitsof ~~ 
: his obligation to obey. __ oe poe — | _ 8 
bo  d. In the execution of their business, officers enjoy a special protection, as the penal 

law has fixed a qualified punishment for violence or insult offered to them. They | 

likewise enjoy public credit. It is, on the other hand, their duty to keep their reputa- 
tion pure and unspotted, for which reason they must free themselves from dishonoring — ae 

: accusations. by legal action. oe } a oo , ee a 

| e. The official function gives to him who holds it the right. of voting and exempts | a 
him from military service. On the other hand, the officers are obliged to assure to 

- their possible widows a pension by contribution to the widows’ fund; of this, as well ee | 

as of the duty of certain place-men to assure to themselves pensions, more will be said r 
in the proper place. | oe . | | | | - OE 

, Ff. Officers cannot be deposed unless, according to judgment, for crimes, nor againsé ft 

their will be removed. To this rule there are, however, important exceptions, which | ae 

: will be noticed. hereafter in their proper place. | - an : 

JI. Place-men; and — : ree ae _ | . | ' 

poo III. Charge-men. — - MOE ee . | a i 

7 The difference between these two classes, which, as remarked, are distinguished from i 

, the officers by their appointments not coming from the King, after report from the | 

| council of state, is generally determined so that the place-men havea public position, —. 

, which is usually applied for on account of a pecuniary or other advantage connected | 

with the same; while charge-men execute the public business as a duty without remu- oo E 

. neration, according to election or injunction of the corporation or authority concerned. > a 

These two classes of public servants execute most frequently communal functions. . | i 

Many of them, especially place-men, do, however, serve the whole state community.  — 

As a general very important public charge, we may mention that of the storthings- 

man. ~The charge-men will not be noticed further in the answers, but several of the : 1 

. place-men must be assumed to come within the ground covered by the questions. i 

As the questions do not apply to the judicial and military functionaries, and as those .- : 

appointed to ecclesiastical, medical, and educational functions vannot either be sup-. : 

} posed to be meant, the answers will only treat of the following officers and place-men; | 

who are to be considered as agents of the central civil administration, at the head of a I 

which the King stands, by virtue of the executive power attributed to him by the : 

- fandamental law. The numbers added will, for the sake of brevity, be used asrefer- | 

1 ences in the answers. — | oe | | a - &§ 

| - ]. Offieers and place-men in the ministerial departments. : . : of 
The ministerial departments are the following seven: a f 

{ - 1. For ecclesiastical and educational affairs ;_ | : : ee 
1 2. For the affairs of justice and police; = So, mo 

3, For the interior ; en a a es | : o£ 
oe 4, For the finance and customs; re | | Oo 

5. For the army; _ an : a , a o 

-...._.6, For the navy and pest ; and | . . - ' 
7, For the revision of public accounts, © ae Sa | | 

- Among the ministerial departments is reckoned also the “state secretaryship” and | 
the chancery of the section of the Norwegian state council at Stockholm. Each of the — 1 

- gaid seven departments is managed by a councilor of state. As assistants, the coun- 

_cilors of state have a number of officers and subordinates, asfollows:* = =. 
i a. Expedition secretaries and expedition chiefs, the functionaries standing immedi-  —sé&CFSR 

i ately under the councilor of state, by whom every case dealt with in the department, © i 
: after having passed through the lower bureaus, receives its last preparation previous a 

| __ to the decision of the minister, and through whom, moreover, the expedition of the case "UE 

takes place. The last-named expedition chiefs superintend those branches in which =~ | 

special knowledge is required. Total number in 1876, 13, appointed by the King. og 
 b. Bureau chiefs, number in 1876, 40; also appointed by the King. © | 

| ce. Clerks who assist the bureau chiefs in preparing the cases. They are appointed I 

| by the King. Reckoning some of the so-called secretaries appointed in the last year, 
| their number in 1875 was 93. — Pee bo 8 of aS OE 
: _. d. Copyists and supernumerary writers have the same functions as the clerks, while,  * if 

i; as the lowest and usually the youngest employés, they do writing work, keep books, == 

fo * ee numbers apply to the year of 1875 in so far as the contrary is not expressly ~~ : 

i. stated. ope eS - : | ‘ a a : :
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- and the like. Their number in 1875 was 182. They are taken on by the minister for. | 
qo each department. | | oe oe - EI eg | 
7 : _ In the ministerial departments we may also count the following functionaries, to | 
i. _ whom a partly independent branch of administration is attributed, namely: =: | | 
4 | _ @. The directors for— BO . a - 
1. 1. The medical affairs ; - oo . | oo 7 
i . 2, The roads ; oe ee re . . ee | 
j - 3. The railway affairs; 7 Co | - oo | : 

| 4, Canals; _ | oO | oo bene 
: 5; The harbors ; | TE : 

{ _  .6 The telegraph; | | | a ce 
4 .. '% Woods and forests ; oo, a a : a 
1 | 8. The light-houses ; and - . 7 | | | 
q 9. For the central statistical bureau : : ee | | 
qj 7 These are likewise appointed by the King. | | | SEES SE 
4 II. Prefects: Thege officers superintend the civil administration of the larger dis- 
q | tricts into which the realm is in this respect divided, and they form the power which |. | 

stands next to that of the King. The affairs intrusted to these important offices are 
4 80 numerous and so various, that a description or even only an enumeration here would | 
7 take up too much space. We shall, therefore, only remark that the prefects have to | 
q do with the settlement of most of the public affairs in their districts. They aretwenty 
4 - in number, and they are appointed by the King. | oo | oe 

7 III. Sheriffs: These are officers in the country districts, who are chiefly accountants — 
: . and cashiers for the state; partly, also, for the larger communes, which are called pre- 
4 . fectural communes. They are, moreover, police-mastersin the country, and they are on | 

_the whole representatives. of the executive power, in which capacity they provide for | 
7 the execution of judgments and other devises. Some of them also exercise magiste- 
ao rial functions in the smaller towns situated in their districts. The sheriffs also assist © 
: the prefects in the civil administration. They are fifty-six in number; they are =| 
qt. appointed by the King.. : Co , | 

: _ IV. Sheriff’s officers: A class of functionariesin the country to whom a great quan- _ 
q tity of public business is intrusted. Thus, they are police officers under the sheriffs = 
: and assistants of the sheriffs and of the rural judges in cases concerning court and _ 
3 - prison matters; they also execute business in matters relating to bankruptcy and in- | 
: _- heritance, auctions, and roads; assist various authorities, especially sheriffs, rural 
ao _ judges, and communal corporations in obtaining information or execution of resolu- = 
4 tions, and are in general to be regarded as the extreme organ of the civil adminis- 
, , ration among the people. They are appointed by the prefects; they are 410in num- 

4 _ V.—a. Town sheriffs: Officers in town who in general correspond to the sheriffs. But es 
: in many towns various other business is intrusted tothem; thus in most places judicial 4 

functions, keeping of public registers of purchase, sale, and mortgage of property, &c. 
a In many towns, on the other hand, there are appointed separate police-masters. The — oe 
i town sheriffs are frequently also magistrates, their functions are exercised in some 
4 : places by the officers who are called rural judges.* Separate officers with the title of 
qa town sheriff are found in twenty-nine towns. They are appointed by the King. 

| b. Tax sheriffs: Such functionaries are appointed in four towns. Ascashiers and ac- —_ 
3 countants for the state, they are nominated by the King. . : 

3 VI. Magistrates: Royal officers who, with the corporations elected by the commune, 
3 take part in the management of the affairs of the town communes. ‘These officers are — | 
q most frequently connected with those of the sheriff... Separate magisterial officers are 
a appointed in six.towns. In Christiania and Bergen the magistracy consists of three 
3 officers, namely, one mayor and two councilors. —_. oo les ae 

4 _* That the rural judges above named are not included here, comes from their being — | 
i . chiefly judges and recorders. Of other functionaries, whose business must be consid- | 
i -ered as more particularly judicial or belonging to the courts of justice, and not admin- | 
4 _ istrative, the following officers are likewise omitted: recorders, notaries public, official . - 
7. assignees, their recorders, and the superintendents of auctions. ‘As the class of the so- 
1 . called judicial officers is for a great part recruited from the ranks of the practicing . 
3 ' lawyers, we shall give the following notice of these latter in connection with this sub- 
a ject. They are not officers but placemen, being appointed (or “ authorized”) by the 7 
: department of justice. They must submit to the same trials as aspirants for officers = 

in general, and have, on the whole, the same education. Their function is, however, a 
: | considered, according to Norwegian law, as only private avocation, because they have 
3 no fixed salary from publie funds, and do not stand under public control with respect 
3 to their business, excepting in so far as concerns transgressions of particular regu- 
4 _ lations by which they are bound. | . rn
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| VII. Officers and place-men in the police of towns: These are, with the exception &f 

| of the lowest functionaries, the police:officers.and.constables.. a oo E 

@ The police master: Separate police masters are appointed in fourteen towns.  &§ 

‘These, as also their subordinate functionaries noticed under b, are nominated by the &§ 

_ Xing. re : | Be | | 

b. Police adjutants and police clerks, ninein number. Doe : OE 

|  @ Police assistants (lower rank): Three are engaged by the police master. a 

VIII. Officers and place-men in the customs: _ . | | ee 

a. Inspectors of customs, 17, appointed by the King. | | - , ue : 

b. Cashiers of customs, 31, also, | Bo a a a 

| _c. Upper customs officers, 70, also. SC 7 - - Ef 

- qd, Under customs officers, 206, appointed by the finance and customs department. —  «- 

a IX. Officers and place-men in the postal service : | ARTES | tg 

a, Postmasters (in the larger towns), 24, nominated by the King. = | | _&€ 

- ». Post-forwarders (in the smaller towns), 26, appointed by the navy and postal de-  &£ 

> ‘partment. — ‘se, 7 oO a _ - So I 

X. Officers and place-men in the telegraph service: The Norwegian telegraphs are we of 

| .state property and are worked for account of the state. . The staff consists, besides the > E 

. above-named royally-appointed telegraph-director, of the following functionaries, who | 

| - are aJl not officers: | | ph "  &§ 
- qa. One superintendent. : CO | ; 

b. Four functionaries in the chief office (cashier, bookkeeper, reviser—secretary ). | § 

| c, Five other functionaries for the revision. = — 

- ..-@, Eleven inspectors. — oo ne 7 | . oo: &§ 

e. Three hundred and eleven telegraphists, of whom 83 are females ; $0 of them, in-  -— 

cluding 13 females, are employed at railway-stations. ~~ _ |  . £ 

-. -XT. Officers and functionaries in the postal and light house service: The above-named —. | 

officers, the harbor-director, and the director of the light-houses, together with 46 

- harbor-masters and 97 managers and watchers of light-houses, who are appointed by Le 

{the navy and postal departments. = . | - = 7 OE 

- XL. Officersin mining administration: Six mining masters and jurors nominated oe ) 

by the King. 7 bs! a a | coe | ; 

-- XIII. Officers and functionaries in the administration of woods and forests: The ——*& 

|. above-named officers, the director of the woods and forests, together with— _ — | | 

a. Foresters, 9, appointed by the King. ._. | oo ee &§ 

_. }, Assistants, 16, appointed by the home department. . no — | 

Thus the total number of functionaries here in question is 1,551, of whom 454 are | 

_ «@fficers and 1,097 place-men. oe | — = , 

co ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS PROPOUNDED. an I 

| oe oe _ QUESTION 1. — ee, | o  &- 

| «What examination or examinations must a person pass in order to be admitted | 

to the civil service of Norway? What sciences, languages, and branches of knowledge  &§ 

ds he examined in?. Please state the titles of the more essential. and difficult text- 

books he must have a knowledge of, so far as concerns law, politics, administration, | ooo | 

mathematics, and history.” - CO _— oo oe | 

To the following public offices named in the preliminary remarks, a so-called office | | 

-sexamination is required by law: I a (secretaries of expedition) ; Il, III, Va, VI (may-- ot 

ors), and Vila and b.* Og ae = cep BT os | a 

his examination is the so-called “juridical office examination” which takes place | | 

twice in the year at the university in Christiania. Only academical citizens, that is to: 

2 say, such as have passed the “ examen artium,” which also takes place at the university, oS | 

are entitled to pass this juridical office examination. Besides being academical citi- i. 

{4 _. zens, the candidates must have passed the “examen philosophicum.” In order to ap- | 

|’ pear as applicant for any of the offices mentioned, it is thus necessary to have passed. | 

: ‘three examinations, of which the first two are intended to bring to light the candi- mT 

. date’s.general culture and maturity, and the third to show his ability and knowledge | . 

| in one special direction. The first two examinations can be briefly noticed here. ” 

_ - ¢Bxamen artium,” the preparation for which takes place either inthe public schools => | 

_ for the superior general education or by means of private teachers, is passed by most | 

i _—_ atthe age of eighteen to twenty years. It can be taken in two manners, according , 

q to the course chosen, namely, either the “ classical examen artium” or “real artium.” 4 

4 . The subjects of examination in the first are, the mother-tongue (two tasks or themes 4g 

: in writing); Latin (one task in writing and verbal examination); mathematics oe 

- * For the telegraph functionaries, and the mining men in the public service, special - | 

Ty trials are ordained, which, however, it is not considered necessary here to enumerate, , 

; _—-.as they would not-probably be of any general interest. = = ee - a
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i. (likewise); religion, old N orwegian, Greek, and French or English (or both languages) = 7 and history (in the last six only verbal examination, and in the second, the mother=. | : oo tongue, two tasks-or themes in writing), English (in writing and verbally), mathe- | ] matics (likewise); physics (in writing); religion, old Norwegian, French, history, geog- {. raphy, and the natural sciences (oral examinations). — oe : : After having passed the “examen artium,” the students usually remain at the uni- 4 versity to hear lectures on the subjects of the next prescribed examination, and usually 4 ‘pass this latter, “examen philosophicum,” after the lapse of one oroneandahalf 4 . years. The subjects of examination here are philosophy, and five other branches of 3 study which the students select themselves from among those expounded in the — i historic-philosophical and the mathematic-natural-historical faculties; providing, q always, that at least’ one of each of these branches must be selected. ee 7. The “juridical office examination” is usually passed at the age of 24-25 years. : _ This examination consists of, (1) a theme in writing in ten different branches and aso- : called practical trial (a written representation of a lawsuit); and, (2,) oral examina-. 4 _ tion in all the branches of study prescribed. The written tasks are given in the ( : following branches: . = 7 | | | oe a a. General jurisprudence. . - - 1 ' 6. The Norwegian criminal law. | a Oo , cand d. The Norwegian mode of procedure. . 
e. Political economy. | | Co Se q J. The constitutional law of Norway. | 

q g and h. The law concerning property (obligation and court law). 
t. Introduction to Norwegian law science or personal law. — 

: k. The Roman law. a ee Ce 7 l. The practical trial consists in the candidate drawing up, in a suit, the summons,. ! pleadings on both sides, and the judgment. — Fe es a | | :. The written part of the examination usually lasts about six or seven days. No other 5 . literary resources are available but the texts of the law included in the ordinary i printed collections. Then follows. the -oral trial—three to four -hours—in all the q . branches named and in popular law and Statistics. | : 
q | _ The most important books of instructions which are usually taken as foundationfor — j the lectures of the professors, and the contents of which must be learned by the stu-- i ‘ dents, are— | _ Se ee | a 4 : : - es cee - Vols. Pages. 
4 1. Schweigaard’s Process wee cee eee een ee cece eee eee ene cee nee taweee | 3 1,443. — : 
j 2%. Brandt’s Thingsret....., 220.2222 ceceeeceeeee cone ecceee cannes cone sees ee 1 564. . . 3. Collett’s Personalret Pere teen cece e cee cee ee nsec eeween comes ceses 2 i ‘ 4. Schweigaard’s Kriminalret ........2-.. vote een cones eee ewewes eres 2 808 ‘ 5. Hallager’s Obligationsret.... 2... 0-00 cces veces tacceu cencee once ccencee. 2 906: : I ‘6, Hallager’s Soret... 2. 02. e le cee eee cee n ee cone ee ceceen cece cece ecceee 1) 294, i 7. Hallager’s Arveret...... 0. .ee eee e cece ee cee ce ne ee ne cece nace cece cece 1 229. ! ; 8. Liasson’s Process... ..0cee cone cece ce ceed eee ve eee wee cee, 3 1,132 | t 9. Lasson’s Kriminalret... 22. 022. 02.0 cc c0 ee eee e eee cone ce ence cece enas aces 3 1,348. ; 

| Total .. 2.2.22. lee ee eee cee cece ee ce ce ee eee cee eeeeeeceeeeee. 18 7,601 | 
j and also Mackeldy’s representation of the Roman law. a | 1 Among other writings.and books, the contents of which have to be studied, we may | 
i - name the collections of laws for the years from 1648, the ‘‘ Retstidende” (Law-News). 
i from 1836 (judgments, practice in court, and juridical treatises), the ‘‘ Departments. : i Tidende ” (Department News, administration practice), and the ‘‘ Sources of the Roman. | 

law.” Itis to be remarked that the references to examination in the following replies. | 
i | are applicable only to the juridical office examination. ae i 
' QUESTION 2. | | | | | 
! ' “Is a preponderance given to any particular study; and, if so, what?” oe 
: Only in so far as the juridical office examination which, as mentioned, is necessary _ 
' in order to obtain the positions in question, gives to those who have passed it. the 
i . monopoly of these positions; but the case is the same with the other university exam-. 
: inations, so that one examination cannot be said to have any prefergnce over the ! 
| - others, each of them having its own particular sphere. : | 

. oe Lo. QUESTION 3. - sO . | 
1 ‘““Who conducts the examination and decides upon it? Are the examiners the per-. 
1 ~ gons who have been the instructors of the party examined ? What, if any, partot 
| the examination in oral and what in writing? How long does the examination occupy, 

| and is it or is it not considered rigorous?” yo . | 
i : Examinations can only be passed at the University. The examiners are the pro- 1 fessors in the juridical faculty, and these give also their judgments. They are the-
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-. game who give the lecture on the subjects treated on in the examinations. It will be | , 

geen from what has been stated that’ the juridical office examination is not sovery = : 

easy to pass, as. it usually requires, including the previous examination, an uninter- = | 

| rupted course of preparation during fifteen to eighteen years, of which three to four ft 

Jo must be devoted to acquiring special juridical knowledge. (See, moreover, reply to : 

question 1.) ee a Oo ae . | ft 

Oe | : a QUESTION 4. | Ho  o*- 

«Does the examination embrace any trial of précis-writing or of improvised com- - E 

position or speaking? And what, if any, test is there as to general intelligence? Are - — 

: marks of merit used? And does the certificate or diploma show the grade or rank  &§ 

in which the person passed his examination; and, if 80, what effect does the grade have - - 

| . in his securing a better appointment?” | | | | | 

| See reply to question 1. As testimony of the result of the examination, each candi- 

date examined receives a diploma issued by the university. showing in what manner - ft 

-. .the examination was passed, expressed by the so-called characters. Of these, there are - : 

three, namely: “ Laudabilis,” the best ; “ Haudillaudabilis,” the next best; ‘ Noncon- —  - 

temnendus,” the worst. Forasmuch as any one distinguishes himself particularly,.a — 

fo, special report is sent to the King, a thing which very seldom happens. Candidates : 

’ with the characters “laudabilis” are by law entitled to the monopoly of certain posi- | — 

tions, which, however, all belong to the juridical class. — In appointments to administra-  & 

tive posts, regard is also usually had to the examination-character of the applicant; . og 

‘that is to say, that ‘laudabilis” gives some years’ seniority in advance, how many OE 

} years cannot be precisely stated. Candidates with “non-contemnendus” ean scarcely — 

’ find employment in public situations. _ a . Oo 

| an ae QUESTION 5. es oe po 

“Ag a general rule, must the course of study, previous to the examination, be taken at | 

| _ the university? And what length of time does the course of study generally occupy | 

-- at the university before one can pass the examination ?” . . . § 

Yes. Itis certainly not prescribed that the students shall attend the professors’ | 

| lectures ; but it is usually acknowledged to be necessary for a regular preparation to — oe 

do so. Besides attending the lectures, the students generally seek instruction from | | 

7 private tutors, or so-called manuductors. The average duration of the juridical study , 

: has been in later years found to be three years and four months. en - | 

_ QUESTION 6. © | | a he oa | 

__ & Since what time has this or a substantially similar test for admission to the civil _ 

_ service of Norway existed ?” pee eee | | | . | 

a. The juridical office examination was ordained by a decree of the Danish-Norwegian | 

King on the 10th of February, 1736, the first section of which says that “No one _ | | 

- henceforth may apply for the office of judge procurator or any other civil function in — | 

. the least degree connected with justice, unless he be publicly. examined by facultate , ; 

juridica.”’” Until 1814 this examination was passed at the university in Copenhagen, 

| ‘afterward at the university in Christiania established in 1811. Cok CO , 

So QUESTION 7. or a — | 

| _ . “Jn case a person fails to pass the examination, how many, if any, further trials are. | 

| allowed him, and after what length of time? At the time of failure, does the person | : 

examined have notice as to what branch or. branches he has failed in, and at the sub- | 

| sequent trial is he merely examined in the branch in which he failed?” =. : 

| The office examination can be repeated as often as the candidate pleases, and every | | 

time it is held; but it must be here remarked that any one who has been declared im-~ | 

- mature at the examination belonging to one “sémester” (the usual denomination at _ | 

the university for an educational half-year) is not admitted to the examination held — | | 

in the half-year next following. -After the termination of the written trial,each can- : 

_- ~ didate receives a preliminary character which usually decides. the result of the exam-. | | 

| ination. . On this occasion no official. intimation is given to him as to his success in | 

| __ each branch, so that information must be obtained by private inquiry of the profes- — - ; 

i sors, who presumably have no objection to answer such inquiries. He who has failed 7 I 

3 to pass his examination, and wishes to go through it again, must do so inali branches. 4 

_ | | | QUESTION 8 , | | 

{ _. “What other test or tests, if any, are required for admission into the civil service,. 7 

7 besides the examination (or examinations) which have been described? For what, if po | 

a- any, positions, are there competitive examinations? And in what cases,if any, are | | 

: examinations repeated after a person has been appointed in the service?” =. | . | 

i No other examinations than those mentioned (see, however, the preliminary remarks 

f  —scunder “I. Officers,” a, b, and ¢). Neither are any more examinations required to ob- -
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i - tain the offices here noticed. Further trials, after the parties concerned are already. ~ | 
4 admitted to the rank of officers, are only required to obtain appointment as judge, secre- : 
4 _tary of justice, and advocate in the supreme court. So | _— oe _ 

1 oS | . | | oo QUESTION . a | mo a 

7 ‘‘As a general rule, do persons who have passed the examination, and who are com- | 2 
jl. petent in respect to moral character, health, &c., find ready admission to the civil 4 
, service?” oe : oo | | | ee 
4 ae There are usually examined every year several more candidates for office than can - 
i a be immediately employed in suitable administrative positions. It is, therefore, cus-  _—| 7; _  tomary that many of them accept private appointment, such as those of clerks to 
: _ Judges and lawyers, and from these positions those who do not elect toestablish them: | 
a selves as lawyers or men of business, generally pass into the lower public situations. 
4 _ The younger candidates for office who wish to remain in the public service have seldom 
q to wait longer than a year for their opportunity. - ee I , 
7 | QUESTION 10. - oO wake | 
3 “Has there been an instance where a woman has passed the examination (or exam- | | 
3 | inations) and been admitted into the service?. If not, are, or not, women eligible?” = | 

i . Females have at present no other positions which may be called public (besides the. _ | 
a _. two mentioned below in parenthesis) except those noticed in the preliminary re- . 
3 ' marks, in telegraph offices. To obtain these, they must go through a theoretical and 
4 ° practical course of telegraphy, physics, languages, &c. The course, which terminates 

with an examination arranged by the director, lasts some months. No female has yet . 
- appeared at the university as a candidate for the office-examinations, neither has any | 

| | decision been taken as to the admission of females to such examinations, nor as to the _ 7 rights which they might thereby acquire. (Several females are, however, appointed _ 
ao as teachers in the communal schools for the children of the people.) , oo : 
: a Ce — Question 16 | a 

i ~ “On an average, at about what age do persons pass the examination and become 
; _ admitted temporarily (say as supernumerary).into.the service, and how many years _ 
' _ onan average generally pass before the person receives a permanent situation in the 

service?” . a _ oe Coogee s ae a ; 
As remarked in the answer to question 1, 24 to 25 years. Appointment as temporary — 

i _ or supernumerary functionary in a public situation is not a usual thing, even if a pub- , 
5 _ lic functionary is not nominated by the King as an officer. (See preliminary remarks.) : 
to Yet, when once he is accepted in the usual manner by the proper authority, he is con- SO 
i sidered as permanently appointed in the public service. (See, moreover, the reply to 

i ee QUESTION 12,00, oe on 

' | | _. “As a general rule, do officers on receiving their first appointment to a permanent. — | 
4 7 positi6n in the service, enter into the lowest grade? And please in this connection 2 
i to state what the different grades are in any one department ?” | a : 
; | Yes. Here if must be remarked, however, that several administrative officers, such - oe 
; as those of sheriffs, town sheriffs, and magistrates, are often filled by lawyers, who,as = 
‘ noticed in the preliminary remarks, do not belong to the class of public functionaries. — 
, ' Moreover, it may be mentioned that the higher situations in the customs and post- 2 
1 office are offen occupied by older military or naval officers who have served well. : 

Otherwise, we refer to the enumeration made in the preliminary observation of the 
1 _ . Various public situations which are here treated of and to the answer to question 13. ~ | 

‘oe oo QUESTION 13. | | OE | 
: 7 “Are promotions made according to seniority or merit?” == = | | 2 
3 Advancement cannot be said to take place either exclusively according to seniority = 
: _ oraccording to ability. A mixed system is adopted; but, on the whole, seniority must 

be considered as deciding the advancements. In connection with this subject, it may I 
; - _-be interesting to learn how the advancement takes place in each particular official | 

branch. — : re ee — | a 
1. As officers in the ministerial departments, such persons as already hold situations | 

there are almost exclusively appointed; so that the. regular course of advancement 
will be, copyist, clerk, chief of bureau, expedition-secretary. Some grades in this a 
series are frequently passed over, as also it will, of course, be the rule that clerks and 
chiefs of bureau will quit the ministerial service before they attain to the higher po- | 
sitions. : | fo | 

: _ Prefects are usually selected from among the elder and capable occupants of the su- 
- perior administrative judicial situations; for instance, expedition-secretaries, magis- 

if trates, and sheriffs. a | ;
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P For sheriffs, we take clerks and chiefs of bureau.in the ministerial departments, law- - ee 

| yers, and other juridieal candidates who. have been: appointed in various positions, oe 

| ehiefly in the account-keeping departments of the state and of the communes. : : 

| The office of “lensmand” (a sherift’s officer) is usually filled by clerks of prefects, | £ 

| sheriffs, and rural judges, and with properly-qualified agricultor in the parishes con . &£ 

- gerned. From these positions there is, as a rule,-no promotion to higher positions. | , 

~- 'fown sheriffs will usually have occupied the same positions as those who are pro- | : 

-moted to be sheriffs; moreover, many of them will probably have been judges. : 

. The same is the case with the magistrates, among whom there may also be found . 
expedition-secretaries and prefects. a | ee oe &=§ 
To the officers in the police-administration the promotion takes place chiefly from | 

| within the sphere of the administration itself. As police-masters in the smaller towns, — 

it happens sometimes that lawyers and clerks in the ministerial departments are ap- | _£ 

pointed. we ah a 7 : ee Lo, o£ 

Oo CU : ° QUESTION 14. | Oe : 7 ae 

2 “On the average, about how much compensation per year does a person receive who a 

is holding a temporary situation ;. about how much compensation on an average, | : 

__ does he receive per year during the first period after his appointment to a permanent —_— of 

situation? Please give the full amount of annual compensation for the different grades &§ 

_ in any civil department, including any additional pay now voted temporarily on account . - | 

of dear times, and are salaries paid monthly or.quarterly?” | OE 

-. See reply to question 11. The-salaries for the positions enumerated in the prelimi- =| 

nary remarks were, in 1875: | | on : UE 

 Expedition-secretaries and expedition chiefs....----.----- +--+ -+-2-5------ “sp. 1,200 — ner : 

Chiefs of bureau, 700 + supplemebt 150... 2.2 22-2) ee eee cn eee nee eee 850 a 

{ Clerks, 400 -4- supplement 100... 2... ..---- 22-2 +e 22 cece et nner e eee ee cere e 500 # 

| (After five years’ service an addition of sp. 50.) a ory | - . | 

| — Secretaries, 600 +- supplement 120 nib paleo cde wee cawmee coc eee tseeee eocews 720 , : | 

i - Copyists, 300 + supplement 75 ....-..------- cee ee cee eee ete ee cence eye 375 f 

-. Extra. writers, 250 + supplement 62 --.- .----. -2-- +2220 cence eee cere cece B12 , a 

The telegraph director, sp. 1,200 + supplement 400......---. 2-2-2 eeee eee 1,600 | &£ 

The road director, 1,200 + supplement 400...--- ..-- ---- +2200 2+ eee ee eee 1,600 a «| 

| The railway director, 1,600 -+- supplement 400. .......--.---2e-2-ce eee eee 2, 000 |  &§ 

The canal director... -- .----6 coe cele nee ce rene eee cece ee come ee nee eee 1,200 | | 

The harbor director ... 22. oe ene cee wwe we ee eee eee cen ween seb ee sr acea ees 1,000. oe | 

|. The director of forests... ..---. 2-226 22 een e cee ee ee cee ewe nce ee ee 1, 200 oe | 

{  . The director of lights, 1,200 + supplement 400 .....-..---------- ence eeeeee | 1,600 ~— , 

Prefects: The salary is different for the different offices; the highest (including an 

-. allowance for office-expenses and some other emoluments), is sp. 2,582; the lowest sp. a 

Sheriffs, likewise different, from about sp. 2,200 to about sp. 900. | os co , 

| _._ Sheriffs’ officers are only in exceptional cases remunerated by a fixed salary, and in — . : 

those cases itis only asmall one. Their most important emolument consists of fees _ 

| for judicial operations executed. Their incomes are very different in the different 4 

7 places. | oe \ ee 

{ . Town sheriffs, from about sp. 2,400 to about sp. 700. | . mt | 

| _._ Magistrates, from about sp. 2,000 to. about sp. 1,000. ee | 

| -Poliee masters, from sp. 1,000 to sp. 500. | I - : Oe Ms , 

Police adjutants, from sp. 790 to sp. 500. — Po BS a ee | 

Police clerks, from sp. 500 to sp. 400. ee oe ee - oT 

Customs inspectors, from sp. 1,600 to sp. 700, and certain percentages of the duties. | oe | 

i Customs cashiers, in Christiania, sp. 3,100; in Bergen, 2,300; in the smaller towns, | | 

from 600 and percentages. — LS oe fee a & 

| Under customs-officers, from sp. 475 to 375, and percentages.. | | mys 

i. Customs officers, from sp. 900 to sp. 650, and percentages. — oe - Se | 

| - Postmasters and post-forwarders, from about sp. 1,600 to about sp. 400. [ 

. Superintendents of telegraphs, sp. 1,000. | = ; - : | | 

_ Functionaries in the chief telegraph office, from sp. 850 tosp.144. | 

: -Functionaries in the control office, from sp. 600 to sp. 315. : oe 

|. Inspectors of telegraph, from sp. 850: to sp. 750. | ae : De 

4 ‘Managers at the telegraph station, from sp. 600 to sp. 340.0 . | - 

i _— Managers at light-houses and attendants, from sp. 900 to sp. 100. oe \s 

; Mining masters, sp. 720 and fees; jurors, sp. 380 and fees. a es 

3 (The two latter classes have, moreover, a supplement of salary after five, ten, or fif- | 

: teen-years’ service sp. 50 each time.) re | | 

a Forest masters, from sp. 1,100 to sp. 750. : - , oe OO él 

7 7 .*Specie dollars, one of which is equal to $1.07, gold. ane a |
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: Forest assistants, from sp. 400 to sp. 300. . | ee 
1. | ‘i (A supplement of salary after three, six, nine, and twelve-years’ service sp. 50 each 
; ime.) — pe . | nas 
: | The salaries are paid monthly. = . Ces | 
: | | QUESTION 15, pe 
3 . “Tf there is a fixed gradual increase of an officer’s salary, what is the rule in respect | : to such increase ; and does it apply generally in the different departments of the civil 
4 service ?” . oO ee wees | 
7 a Such augmentation does not take place in any other situations than in the four __ 
7 _ named in the answer to the previous question (clerks in the ministerial departments, | 

mining master, jurors, and forest assistants). . | 

i QUESTION 16. | 2 
: | “After what length of service (and is temporary service reckoned) and at what age 
i; can an officer retire with a pension? And what is the rule as to the amount of the 
4 pension? And if the officer dies in the service, what, if any, is the rule in respect to 
J a pension to his heirs? Also, what is the rule in respect to a pension when the per- | 
q , son has to quit the service on account of loss of health ?” ee 

As no particular age has been fixed at which public functionaries shall retire from / 
their places, so also there are no fixed rules given as to the amount of pensions. Those ~ | 
pensions which have to be paid out of the state treasury are fixed for each particular | 

_ case preliminarily by the King, and finally by the Storthing. In fixing these pensions; 
co regard is usually had to the time of service of the pensioners, their previous merits, 

_ the state of their fortune, and their family circumstances. Every officer who, at an ad- 
vanced age, seeks his release from the service of the state, on accountof motives which 

3 _ cannot be ascribed to his own fault (such as that he has ruined his health by intem- 
; ~~: perance), can, according to practice, reckoy on a pension, which is usually sufficient for : 
3 7 a frugal existence. To the widows and children of public functionaries no pensions 
i are granted from the state treasury, excepting in quite peculiar cases; for instance, : 
: a when an officer’s unusual public merit speaks for the reasonableness of the grant. On 
4 the other hand, all married officers (not place-men) are under the obligation to pay a 
i contribution to a widows’ fund, managed by the state to insure a pension to their 
; widows. This obligation applies to those officers who are already married when they : 
7. are appointed, so that the officer’s wife is from.that time considered to have the regu- 
; : lation-pension guaranteed to her by the widows’ fund, against the man and his wife 
; being, from the same day, debtors to the widows’ fund for the amount of a contribu- 

= tion fixed by law and calculated, according to their age, on the day of nomination. 
a . Compound interest is to be paid on the amount. The contributions are calculated 
; according to a tariff under a law of 29 June, 1848; which, however, is too voluminous to 
i. be inserted here. No-one can assure to his widow a higher pension than sp. 200, which, 
| however, under certain conditions, can be raised to sp. 300. Ae oe 

j | | QUESTION 17,0 | : : 

| “Is there any annual deduction from pay or special or extra tax incurred by the 
| | offiver as contribution to a pension-fund; and if so, what?” . 

, | None as regards the officers properly so-called, But it has been made the duty of — | 
, | the state place-men whom the King appoints with the Storthing’s consent to pay con- J 
i. _ tributions to one of the pension funds guaranteed by the state. The payments can be 

fixed up to sp. 24 monthly, and can be retained out of the fixed salary of the party = 
j concerned, Pensions are generally received when functionaries are released from the 2 
| service of the state. The amount is calculated according to a table attached to a law : 

of May 31, 1873. Among all the place-men here mentioned, the obligation to put into 
: this fund has hitherto only been enforced on the functionaries in the telegraph admin- 
/ istration. / co 
; | _ . QUESTION 18. oe j 

i | “Does the practice of expectance-pay observed in the department of foreign | 
j affairs obtain in other departments; and if so, under what circumstances ?” : 
i The case foreseen in this question is not practical for Norway. . : 

| | | QUESTION 19. | : 

; ‘Does or not the constitutional independence and security of .an officer in holding | 
. his place (those not holding confidential places) tend to lessen his zeal and efficiency 

| and lead to a sort of routine or plodding way of performing work? Is it not ex- 
/ tremely seldom an officer or employé is removed? In this connection, please state, | 

s also, whether or not it is conceded that the chief of a department has the right at any 
time to remove the officer next under him (‘expeditions-chef’ or dispatching secre- 

i. tary), and appoint another in his place; and is or not such officer (expeditions-chef) 
i considered principally responsible for the work of the department ?” .
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| - To the first part of the question it may be answered that no complaint has ever yet |  & 

_ - Deen made in respect of the subject.inquired. about... ot . Oo a 

To the second part, yes; itis rare. We append the following extracts of the official a 

' eriminal statistics, showing the proportion between the numbers of the public func- a 

|  ¢ionaries and others aceused before the tribunals in the years 1860-72. It may be re- - 

marked that the punishment has only. in the rarest cases been dismissal, and that 

most of those persons who are reckoned under the head of “ place-men ” and “ charge- E 

men” have probably belonged to the latter-named class. : _ | OE 

| Total number of those accused of crimes (not police misdemeanors.) 

es Of those were— . Of those were— : 

Year. | Persons. | Placemen ‘Year. Persons.| | . —— - 

. Officers. |and charge-|| Officers. | and charge- o£ 

men |} men. . ; 

1860..ce0ce-e-:---| 3,148 |. 1). 33 = 3,174 |... ..f OY Cte! 
, 1861...---.e---20-| 3,246 |ovceceecee} | BS] 186B2s..e eee] 8,909 | a 28 

1862....cee0000---| 3,175) 43 || 1869.c......e005-| 3, 866 3 19 - 
1863...--.2-0-6--, 3,185} 1 OF | 18T0.... eee eeeeee| 8,647 1 QL : -f 
1864. 0cccccecenne-| 2,995 |.---e eee. 24 |} 1871.20... eeecee| 3,612 |---ee es ee. 9 
1865.c--ceeeecee--| 3,152) eee} 0 BT || 18TR.L eee] 8, 468 |--- 222 e-- 3B. of 
1866 .....e eee eee e| 8,080 |cee eee ef 26° |] OO 

} To the last part, it is not the individual chief of a ministerial department who has ve Og 

the right in question, but. the King, after he has heard the opinion of the ministers. &§ 
Moreover this right extends further; as, according to the fundamental law, section 22, &- 

-. the King can at any time dismiss all those of the public functionaries ,here noticed, — | 
|, who are appointed in the government offices, and also the prefects. He who may be : 

| — dismissed by virtue of this paragraph has a right to receive two-thirds of his salary, _ | : 

-- until the Storthing has decided whether he shall have a pension: The King can also , & 

suspend all other officers, but must in that case immediately cause them to be accused | ; 
before the tribunals. oe ; |  § 

-. _Eixpedition-secretaries and expedition-chiefs are indeed answerable for the aceu- Og 

| racy of everything executed in the ministerial department under their co-operation; — | 

but this responsibility exists only in their relation to the chief of the department to | | 

_. whom they present the matter for decision and signature. The chief himself, when he = = - 

has approved and signed, is the real responsible party. De Oo | : 

—— QUESTION 20. 8 7 : 

i “Ts or not the hope of promotion an important stimulus to the officer’s zeal,industry,  —s | 

and efficieney ?” og . | i a ; 

1 Yes: but of course only partially. The occupants of public situations are no more AS 

} in Norway than elsewhere exempted from the general rule that only the conscientious | 

discharge of duty for its own sake can promote true satisfaction with one’s position ; — | 

i and it may therefore be assumed that the desire of obtaining this satisfaction isinmost — —_ ; 

. gases the strongest motive.  ©= Co a | | 

“ What may'be considered the principal motives which induce officers to make eon- » ! 
tinuous exertions for the improvement of their capacities and opportunities? Are they | 

or not the hope of promotion and the certainty of provision in old age ?” rs | of 

To this question the same reply may be given as to the foregoing. We may.add that  &§ 
|. the provision for old age which the officer enjoys by means. of pension, though it is to , . 

be reckoned on with tolerable certainty, is very scanty. = Lh eas | 

oe es QUESTION 22, | . : | | 

“Tg a conduct-record kept-or report made (and how often) as totheamountandchar- | | 

acter of an employé’s or officer’s work? Or what, if any, system is used to bring to the a 

i knowledge of the head of the department the efficiency or non-efficiency, the-good ; 

| . character or bad character of the officer or employé? Also what, if any, particular } | 
4 means are used for enforcing good discipline?” oO | | | | 

{ The most important means of control are, as regards the ministerial departments and YE 
; the other collegial establishments, personal intercourse, and, in other branches of ad- | | 
| ministration where that cannot take place, the sending in of yearly, half yearly, and | 
i quarterly reports of various kinds, whence the nature of edch man’s official performance ; 

in general will appear. As regards the special account-keeping, there is, as mentioned |
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7 in the preliminary remarks, a particular ministerial department for auditin g accounts, 2 
7. to look into the cash balances of sheriffs and customs cashiers, and to examine inter q alia, whether they agrge with the abstracts of account rendered, the finance department 
a 7 - sends out special fanetlonaries at uncertain times. Also the press must be here named, | 
q 4 as it is often used by the public to bring forward complaints about official performances. | 
q _ Finally, it is to be remarked that by a cabinet order of 4th December, 1770, the prefects 
+. _ have been commanded to send in their reports at the end of every year, as to whether 2 
4 oe any of the subordinate functionaries have displayed remarkable diligence and zeal in / 
7 0 _ their offices, or shown any neglect; but it appears that these conduct-lists have never 
3 - come into use, for which reason they were for a time repeatedly insisted on, the last 
4 time by a circular of 3d September, 1844. So . | | | 

1 . ne QUESTION 23. . . 

3 _" How many hours of actual work per day does an officer in the civil Service usually — | 
7 | perform ; and how many days furlough is he allowed in a year without deduction from 
; : pay?” | Ce : Bo — 
4 Nothing definite can be said on this point. The majority must be supposed to be 7 

_ taken up by their duties the whole of the working-day. As to reduction of salary for | 
4 _ the time a public functionary might be absent from his post, nothing is prescribed. 
a Generally the absence is of so short duration that in equity there can be no question of on 
7 _ any such reduction. When any one, for his own affairs, wishes to be absent from his. 
a _ post for any considerable time, it is usually made a condition for his receiving permis- 
] sion to absent himself, that the duties of the office shall be satisfactorily discharged by 

. another properly qualified person without any increased expense for, the public. , os 

| | | QUESTION 24, °° - | os 
“Tf the King has the right to appoint any one to a subordinate position who has not 

: passed the examination, about how often is such right exercised; and what,if any, 
a | test as to qualifications is applied to such appointee?” | — | . Od 

i. QUESTION 25, - oo oe oe 
i “In what branches of the service and to what positions are persons admitted as a 
i: - rule without undergoing the examination; and having so been admitted, what limita- 
‘ie tions are there as to their promotion; and what, if any, examination or test do those 
: persons undergo ?” a et S Se 

| _In reply to these questions it is considered sufficient to refer. to the.enumeration in | 
i the preliminary remarks and to the answer to the question 1. | — 
i _ _ As regards specially the situations in the ministerial departments here referred to, 
i _ it is indeed the case that according to law no examination is required to obtain them ; 
‘ . but as these places are only transition stations on’ the way to other offices, such as] 
i those of prefects, sheriffs, judges, and court clerks, for which the examination is neces- : 
i sary, and as usually there is an abundant afilux of examined aspirants for office, of | 
j ‘whom several choose this manner of. preparing themselves for the said positions, the 
: fact is that, in reality, most functionaries in the ministerial department have passed 
| the office-examination, not reckoning those who, being only book-keepers or writers, 
; cannot reckon on any promotion. So ee , a | | 
i. " . a QUESTION 26. | | . | 

; “How are appointments usually made? If on the application in writing of the 
; . person who desires the office, to whom is his application addressed, and what certificates : 
: usually accompany it? And how far do political considerations and social rank give 
i - anapplicant preference?” a | | Be he | 
: -- . See preliminary remarks. | ne — ee | 
| | Applications for the offices which are filled by the King’s appointment are to be ad- 
; dressed to him, and delivered to the proper ministerial department. In like manner, 
i. __ applications for the other situations are to be addressed to the department or to the au- | 
4 thority by whose decision they are filled... | . - : 
' The situations of prefects, sheriffs, sheriff’s officer, town sheriffs, magistrates, police — 
/ functionaries, customs functionaries, postmasters, also those of light-house managers =. 
i _ and harbor-masters, are advertised vacant in the public journals, but not the situations 
| in the ministerial departments. — ee : a 
i _ Applications are to be accompanied by the certificates of examinations passed, and | 
. _ of conduct; in previous situations. See, moreover, answers to questions 27 and 29. . : 
Po ce | . QUESTION 27, .- co | 

“Ts itor not often the case that members of the Storthing recommend an appointment — | 
i or take active part in securing an appointment for some friend ?” oT 
i. If any public functionary should act in the service of a party by other means than ~~ 
a | those which his own personal capacities, his education, or his social position might
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. enable him to dispose of; in other words, if he should use those privileges or that 
; greater power which his position as officer. or placeman gives him, otherwise than oo 
_... prescribed for him, in order to proctie advantage for his party, he would not easily 

- escape criminal prosecution and punishment. In-all cases we may say that the public | 
-. . morality is so far uninjured that such a proceeding would be strongly condemned, by SE 

the press and by the public opinion, without regard to the position of the parties. _  &§ 
-. Moreover, the whole character of: the official position would scarcely give occasion for : 

“. - any considerable influence being brought to bear in politics without transgressing the  £§ 
limits of what is lawful, as with respect to the principal means which one might im-_— - —— 

-_agine could be used (namely, money and power to influence the opinions of the depend- | &— 
| ents), the very minute regulations, with respect to application of public money, the  __ ; 
_ eareful revision and mutual control which are facilitated by the transparency of all > 

operations, would leave very little room for any arbitrary measures. It is therefore | 
-unknown that the official position as such is considered as any means of advancing the gE 

_. interest of a party. In as far as the members of the Storthing, in question 27, are | ae 
considered as members of a political party for whom it might be of importance to gain | of 
possession of official positions, we must therefore answer, that, as this is not the case, UE 

_. go neither can the influencing action in question take place. — 

| oo QUESTION 28. a 

a “To what extent, if any, are appointments|made on the principle of patronage? Also, &§ 
i do the sons of officials have'a preference?” = es So : oO i 

_ By reason of the constitutionally-ordained control, there is no fear of any corrupting © — 
abuse in the matter here referred to. The councillors of state, according to whose ad- - 
vice the King appoints the officers, are subject to the same responsibility in this respect : | 

|. aS in all others. The control is exercised, by the Storthin g, so that the special commit- 
i... tee concerned, who have the government’s books delivered to them, peruse the books, oe 
j and furnish the necessary extracts for decision, as to whether any responsibility shall : 
1 . be enforced or not. The committee’s report, which is accessible in print to the public, | 
Zz contains, inter alia, complete lists of all the applicants for the offices which have been | : 

filled during the Year last past, stating the applicant’s age and seniority, and all else 
that it may be of importance to know. oO , a a OE 

: 7 oe QUESTION 29. | : 7 - oo : 

j “Tn case the particular party views in politics of a person do not affect his admission , 
1 into the service, is he expected to be neutral while holding a subordinate position; or . _ oe 

what,if any,rule or practice is enforced with respect to his taking an active part in a 
politics while he is in the service? What would be the consequence, for example, if an 

-  employé or officer should, during a political election or canvass, write or speak in publie a 
- against the measures of the administration?” rare so t 

i. It must. be here remarked that.the officers in the ministerial departments cannot, ac- &- 
|. cording to the fundamental law, be elected members of the Storthing; but,ontheother = | 

hand, they are entitled to take part in the election of Storthingsmen. Further,it must | | 
_ be noticed that the fundamental law determines that “free utterance respecting the ce 

.. government is permitted to everybody.” The same guarantee whichismentionedinthe - = —. 
reply to the preceding question will also protect any one from being unfairly set aside 

on account of his political opinions. In the public opinion there is no generally- _ — 
~- received idea that the government places any obstacles in the way of the deserved = 

- appointment or promotion of men who, in proper time and place and in a decent man-. Oo 
~ ner, have supported adverse political opinions. On the contrary, many instances can  __ 

- be adduced for this not being the case. We ought, perhaps, to remark, in connection | 
- with this subject, that political-party dissensions in Norway have hitherto been far  —s_. - 
from having the importance for personal interests which in many other places is at-  _ ; 

- tributed to them. . 7 7 re | a | 
Poe | | QUESTION 30. oe poo , 

| __ How does the civil service compare in respect to honor-and rank with otheremploy- ==—‘ J 
- ments and ‘professions? And does or not its high respectability and. rank cause posi- 7 | 

' tions therein to be much sought for? Please also state whether the service could be . —_ 
t conducted as efficiently and economically as at present if changes in office were fre-. | 

quent and dependent on political and party considerations.” . — so | | 
-_ «. The Norwegian people have on the whole always cherished a sincere and special a , 

7 esteem for the law and for its servants; it is moreover generally well known that the | 
people are in a,very essential degree indebted to the disinterestedness, patriotism, and | 

_ - ability of the official class for their free constitution and the other beneficent institu- | 
tions which they obtained in 1814, The official class has. not subsequently departed —s_—. , 

from its traditions, but always been in the front in all measures tending to promote | 
| the prosperity of the community; and for thisit has had so much more eminent voca- : &- 

tion, 4s it has been, for a long time, generally in possession of such high culture as ,
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3 existed in the community. With the increased wealth of the country and the greater 

3 development of the people in general, this advantage has, however, been enjoyed by —_ 

4 other ranks in ahigherdegree. There has beenof late frequently. expressed a fear that 
: - the reduced economical circumstances into which the official classes have gradually » 

3 fallen, in consequence of their salaries, the value of which has been considerably . | 

7 . diminished by the reduction in the value of the money, not having been correspond- 
d ingly raised, will influence talented and capable young men, so that the latter will not 

a as hitherto preferably seek to enter into the service of the state; but on this subject _ 

4. it is still too early to give any decided opinion. It must also be remarked that neither 3 

3 the law nor any other regulation has yet given to officials any rank or other privilege 
4 in ordinary intercourse; on the contrary, all rank and title privilege is forbidden by 
: _ the fundamental law, for which reason no other titles are used than the necessary ap- 
4 | pellations of the public positions. The personal service of the King is executed by 

Ol ‘his court functionaries, who, in this capacity, are neither salaried by the state nor are - 
i state officers. = = vo | ee ee eee : 

"As regards the last part of the question, an attempt to motive either an affirmative - 

-. or a negative answer would require a much more extensive exposition than can be _ 

4 given here, and even then.the answer would only be the result of argument,inanot = 
very probable hypothetical case, and thus of no great use for practical guidance. As 7 

. a necessary condition for the assumed case in the question, that the occupants of ad- 

a0 ministrative positions were frequently displaced, according to the changeable will of 
: political parties, really occurring, the constitution must first beimaginedtobealteredin = 
4 one very important direction, namely, so that the appointment to public functions — | 

: . should not, as. is now the case, be in general decided by the King or by those whom he — 

has authorized. But such an alteration cannot, as was remarked, be presumed to take | 

2 place at any calculable future time. In so far;an expression concerning the bearing 

: of public opinion.on the question may be considered as of any value, it can only be 

said that any such opinion has scarcely been formed among the people. It may, 

' however, be stated as certain that there has hitherto not been any just complaint of 
i business under the present system of government not being satisfactorily executed or : 

i costing the people too much; on the contrary there constantly appear, in public trans- 

: actions, as well from one party as from the other, commendations of the capability and 

honor of the official class, as likewise the salaries of officials have been in later years 

i; several times somewhat raised. = = © Os. ON m | 

i . . QUESTION 31. | a : 

| “ What, if any, manual on administration and the civil service has been published ?” : 

' There is no: manual known, nor book :of instruction which gives a complete descrip- 

‘ . tion of the administrative system of Norway. A great quantity of historical informa- : 

j tion in this respect is to be found: in Professor Aschehaug’s work ‘On the Constitu- : 

' tion in Norway and Denmark until 1814.” Various calendars arranged for practical 

| . use, or lists of officers and places and their occupants, are to be had; among them — 

| may be noticed “ Kongeriget Norges Stats Kalender,” which has been hitherto pub-. 

1 lished by private individuals, usually every other year, but will henceforth be published : 

j | yearly by public arrangement. ‘A not unimportant representation of various matters 

' concerning the official system is to be found in the late Professor Collett’s Lecture on — | 

j : Personal Law, published in 1865-1866, by Professor Brandt (vol. 1, section 2, ch. 4). oe 

j The three works here named, are to be had of the booksellers. 

i . QUESTION 32. | ao 

‘Please add any remarks that will more fully describe and explain the character of 

i the civil service of Norway, and state what, if any, feature of it has not been found © | 

: | satisfactory, and why.” . SO - | . 

j We may refer to the preliminary remarks, and shall only add the following: The = 

i most important administrative offices, those of the prefect and the sheriffs, as also that | 

i of the sheriff’s officer, developed themselves in the last centuries, during Norway’s > 

j anion ‘with Denmark, and still exist essentially in the form they then had acquired, 

7 . while as a matter of course, in the natural development of things, considerable altera- | 

: ‘tions have taken place in respect of the number and variety of the transactions, as | 

: also many branches of administration which required separate management were in- | 

: trusted to new officers. The officers in the ministerial departments were established . 

; after 1814, when Norway received its own constitution, independent of that of Sweden. | 

. It cannot be said that any need has hitherto been shown or expressed of any larger or | 

| more thorough change in the administration or in its organs. In 1822 a new ministe- 

. vial department was established to manage the auditing of all publie accounts, not in-. 

/ | cluding the constitutional audit, which is still conducted by the Storthing, with the 

I help of selected men, “statsrevisors.” In 1845 a great number of transactions were 

{ separated from the earlier finance, trade, and customs departments, and placed under 

i the present home department. The business of the latter has, however, gradually in- | 

f ~ creased in a considerable degree, as well in respect of the number as of the extent of |
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the transactions; so that it has been found expedient: to separate various parts of © | 
* them, namely, such as require special Ruowledge, which, with a certain independent _ o£ 

authority, have been committed’ to ‘the’ so-ealléd: directors. Probably this increase of : 
business will ere long lead to the establishment of a ministerial department for the 
public works.  —- Ce - | . 
The wish has lately been expressed from some quarters that the office of sheriff should . f 

_ be abolished, and its functions committed to the sheriff’s officer (lensmand), or in any . ; 
case that the sheriff’s business should be divided, so that the functions of accountant | o£ 
and cashier should not be, as hitherto, united in the same hands. Likewise a disposi- =f 

_ tion has been expressed to reorganize the functions of the sheriffs’ officers (lensmand),  &£ 
.8o that the communes should have greater, or even the whole, influence in the nomi- . 

. nation of the lensmand. | a Of : Oo OE 

| : | Mr, Andrews to Mr. Fish, : Oo | 

| No. 379.| © ss LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 7 OF 
| Stockholm, March 12, 1877. (Received April 2) | | 

| Sire: The Riksdag’s joint committee on taxation recently reported a | 
{ resolution in the form of a petition to His Majesty to appoint a commis-  —> 

sion of experts to examine the laws on the production and sale of spirits, 
| with a view through legislation to more effectually prevent the misuse  &§ 

of spirits, and so that His Majesty may, if possible, submit .a proposi- a ' 
tion for a law to the next Riksdag. The resolution was considered on_ . &| 

j the evening of Saturday the 10th instant. In the first chamber it was |  &| 
j . carried without a division, and in the second chamber by 123 yeas to 43 | 
; noes. A similar resolution was rejected by each chamber of the Riks-| | ; 

_ dag in 1874 and in 1875. In the Riksdag of 1876 it passed the first a 
_ chamber, but in the second chamber was defeated by 7 votes. — pee . : 

| I venture to give a few passages from the remarks of some of the | 
speakers in the second chamber on Saturday evening as reported in the ms | 

| Dagblad of this morning, without being able, however, for lack of time | 
‘and space, possibly to do them fall justice. . | : 

. Mr. Farup, mill-owner, of Jemtland County: The whole country was i(atititsési@St 
of one mind that something should be done to lessen the excessive con- | | 

- sumption of spirits... * * * In his locality drunkenness wascommon | | 
, among transient work-people at the saw-mills, but not among the per- | 
| Ianent population. — ee oe oO _  &| 

. Mr. Treffenberg, governor of Westernorrland County: Religious care _ | 
| and many other means might contribute to repress intemperance. * * : ; 
7 One had seen that a committee could work miracles, and possibly one I 
| could be effected in this question. © 2 Pe 4 - | 
j Mr. Ehrenborg, aland-holder of Skaraborg County: It was a question | 

| not of a foreign enemy but of a domestic enemy against which the pow: | | 
| ers of the state ought to be mobilized. — a ae | 

_ Mr. Lyttkens, agriculturist, of Holland County: The talk of the in- | 
crease of intemperance was untrue. They knew how common it was in : , 

2 former days at a funeral for nearly all, including the priest, to be in- | 
_toxicated. * *  * .He opposed the resolution. — | 

__ Mr. Hjelm, common-school teacher in Westerbotten County: Legisla- - | 
j tion had done much good, especially in the northern counties, where in- - 

| temperance had considerably diminished. At the same timeitwasa § _—if 
j moral evil and should be overcome by moral means, such as popular. | | 
| education, = © OO Oe Mette a oe ee ys : 
; _ Mr. Rydin, a professor of Upsala: All the propositions which had , | 
i  85FR | Oo | | a Ee | 

i . : | e a | |
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| thus far been presented were so crude that when the question came to | 
4. be discussed no means were known for remedying theevilcomplained — 
q of. They slaughtered the goats of Thor, but there they stood again 

every morning. I oe | 
i Mr. -Larsson, farmer, of Jénképing County, hoped the committee  __ 

oe would follow the example of-“‘our great Gustaf Adolf, who, when:he 
1 | _ saw the soldiers intoxicated with beer, took the bung from the barrel, —_ 
1 ___ saying, I would rather see beer and wine flow upon the ground thanthe = 
i a blood of my warriors.” | es ae es ee Oo | 

Baron Fock, chief of the control of the production of spirits, did not, 
1 as a general rule, approve this method of securing legislation, but they 

could not, time after. time, turn a deaf ear to the demand which came © 
| from the country for a change in the law. It was impossible for a com- : 

mittee of the, Riksdag in the short period of a session to work out a Dill. | 
| He wished to see a new law in regard to spirits, and therefore favored |. 
q : the resolution. | | be Oe OO 

7 There is a statement of the license law of Sweden in my No. 202. My 
' : No. 336 contains.some facts as to the misuse of spirits. sis 
4 — _ Itis probably wise policy for this country to endeavor through legis- ! 
: lation to lessen the temptations:and facilities to intemperance. At the 

| same time I think it should increase its efforts for the intellectual nour- 
: ishment and life of the common classes. ti. | 

! ; Tam, &e., oo OE _ oe 

| : . | | — No8l2, 0 ee | 

| | : Mr. Andrews to Mr. Evarts. as | 

j No. 390.) a  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
; | | os Stockholm, May 24,1877. (Received June 15.) 
i. _ _ Str: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt ‘of yournumber 

i In view of the Eastern ‘war, this goverument ‘has republished the law ! 
i _ for-the protection of Swedish neutrality. : oo. | 
| The Riksdag has, without a division, made an extra appropriation of —_ 
; i two millions of crowns to enable the government to maintain neutrality. 
i; Besides this, there is the standing appropriation of one and one-half 
i _ million crowns, called the ‘little credit,” which the King can use for 
| | the protection of the country in case of emergency. | ty | 

I - | Iam, &c., Bn ee | 

| 

' | oe | — No 818, oe ! 

7 | - Mr. Andrews to Mr. Huarts. : 2 

| co No. 402.) _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, oo 
| Stockholm, July 12, 1877. (Received August 1.) 
1. |  §1re: Sweden’s oldest university, Upsala, which was founded under | 
i. the rule of that great administrator Sten Sturé, in one of the bright . 
| | | epochs of Swedish liberty, will, next September, commemorate its four _
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hundredth anniversary. The exercises will begin the 5th of September, 
; with religious service aud an address ‘by the president, Professor 

_Sahlin, in the Cathedral. ‘Later in the day a dinner to the invited |  -§ 
guests will be given in the Botanical Garden. On the 6th, the doctors’ 
degrees will -be given, and afterward a public dinner. On the 7th, the | —— 
deity -of Upsala will give areception and ball, a | ae 

It 1s natural that the-country should feel a:pridein such an occasion, a 
and preparations for its due observance have been going on for.some : 
time. Representatives of all the -oldest:and. most distinguished univer- 

*  gities of Europe will:be present by invitation. . se : 
 Lhis-rich and ancient shrine of learning, situated.amid the moststrik- = «ff 

| ing relics of Swedish antiquity, has about ‘sixty professors and as: many | 
, ‘ators. | eggs ase Fe oe , | 
|  ihave,&e, = ) a es a | 

| CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE | — : 
; AND THE SWEDISH LEGATION. | Se 

/ Count Lewenhaupt to Mr. Evarts. | Sn 

, LEGATION OF SWEDEN AND NORWAY, | | 
fo Washington, August 6, 1877. (Received August6.) 
1 _ Mr. Skorerary or Srare: The international penitentiary commis- : 

| giot having decided, during its session at Brussels in the month of | 
Mareh Jast, that:the International Prison:Congress, accepting -the invi- | 

| tation addressed to it by the King’s government through Mr. Almgirst, | 
| director-general of prisons :in Sweden,-and member of the commission, — q 
i ‘should meet. at Stockholin during the second half .of the month of — a 
i August, 1878, the government of the King has undertaken to inform 
|. ~ foreign governments of this fact. a 7 | 
| In performing this duty, the government of the King desires to ex- | 
{| ___ press the hope that all the states-of the civilized world will furnish evi- = 
| dence, by an extensive participation both of their interest in the lofty _ | 

i and important object proposed by the congress, and of their cordial ap- — : 

| proval of the generous initiative taken by its president, Dr. Wines. For ‘ | 

| its part, the government of the King will take all measures calculated to | 
facilitate the labors:of the congress. - oo ee 

. I have been instructed to bring the foregoing to your excellency’s | | 
j . notice, and to inform you that the’Government of the King would be q 
{ very glad to see the Government of the United States represented on | | 
|. this occasion by ene.or-more-official delegates. ss : | 
’ “Reserving until hereafter the -announcement of the precise date of | | 

| the meeting of the Congress, I have the honor to renew to yourexcel- = | 
| lency the assurances of my highest consideration..~ = = 8 © | | 

| ee : OQ, LEWENHAUPTL |
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5 oe | Mr. Seward to Count Lewenhaupt. ee Coe | 

| | a DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
, 2 Washington, August 14, 1877. | | 

--—- Count: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note | 
i. of the 6th instant, in which, at the instance of your government, you | 
1 - state that the International Prison Congress will, by invitation of the 

Government of Sweden, meet at Stockholm during the latter part of 

August, 1878, and that it is desired that this government should offi- 
: cially take part in its proceedings. = ae eee | 

- _ In reply I have to inform you that upon the assembling of Congress, | 
i in October next, the subject will be referred to the proper committee of | 
: that body for consideration. | a | = ey 
: Be pleased to accept a renewed assurance of my high consideration. | 

| a ee Acting Secretary. ! 

Po ‘SWITZERLAND. _ a . 

| oe _ Mr. Fish to Mr. Evarts. ee 

; No. 8) | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
_ Berne, August 7, 1877. (Received August 20.) _ 

{ _- §rr: I have the honor, in compliance with your instruction No. 2, to | 

i inclose herewith a copy of anote I have this day addressed to Mr. Heer, | 

| - the minister for foreign affairs, transmitting the four copies of the cir- | 

| cular “ Separate” of June 28 last, authorizing a continuance of the pro- 

| tection of Swiss citizens by the diplomatic and consular officers of the 
| United States. pee a | 

- Thave, &c., | - | ae os 

| | 7 | So NICHOLAS FISH. 

| | | [Inclosure.} | ge - 

| | . | > Mr. Fish to Mr. Heer. : | ee ee 

7 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, fe oy 

i ee er : oo Berne, August 7, 1877. ! 

i - ‘The undersigned, chargé @’affaires of the United States of America, has the honor, 

; | under instructions from his government, to transmit herewith to His Excellency the 

President of the Swiss Confederation four copies of a circular, dated June 28 last, to 

| the diplomatic and consular officers of the United States, authorizing them to continue 

the exercise of their good offices in behalf of Swiss citizens in pursuance of a request 

{ made by the Swiss Government through its consul-general at Washington. 

| ‘The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to his excellency the as- 

surance of his most distinguished consideration. - 

| i _- NICHOLAS FISH. |
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a Mr Fish to Mr, Evarts SE 

No 15] _- LEGATION oF THE UnrTED STATES, | 
, Berne, August 21, 1877.. (Received September 12.) | 

_ Sir: Referring to my No.-8, I have the honor to inclose herewith a | 
copy and translation of a note from the Swiss Government, under date a 
of August 14, acknowledging the receipt of four copies of your circular - 
to the diplomatic and consular officers continuing their protection to - : 

, Swiss citizens, and expressing its gratitude for the same. — eas - | 

Pe co NICHOLAS FISH. © : 

. : 7 . | 7 os : » [Inclosure.—Translation.] . ae - ae : 

| oe are ae — | a ge Mr. Heer to Mr. Fish. a - oo | | 
a : Mo athe ee oe oo BERNE, August 14, 1877. | | , 

'.-'The Federal Council hasthe honor to acknowledge to the chargé d’affaires of the United oo | 
| States of America the receipt of his note of the 7th instant, by which he was pleased oe =: 

: ~ +o communicate four copies of a circular addressed by his government to the diplomatic ms E 

and consular agents of the United States abroad, authorizing them to continue to ex- , «| 

i. tend their good offices for the protection of Swiss citizens in countries where the Swiss «| 

|... Confederation is not represented. ts . eae a See Pe E 

" While requesting the chargé d’affaires to present to his government the expression of og 
‘the deep gratitude of the Federal Council, it avails itself of this occasion to renew to | 

him the assurances of its high consideration. » ABE ae on — 

i -. In the name of the Federal Council = © Co ee co - & 
. a ~~ The President of the Confederation, | | 

ee | gi - -HEER. | 
- The chancellor of the Confederation, | oo! . | ae oe | . | 

SCHIESS, 00 -  «- 

f = TURKISH EMPIRE. = — J 

poo ITOMAN PORTE. | 

7 ee re Mr, Maynard to Mr. Fish, , 

| No.113.] | |. Unirep Stares LEGATION, _ | : 
fo Constantinople, Dec. 26, 1876. (Received Jan. 29,1877.) | 

| . Str: The last few days have developed events of great politicalin- = = = J 
! terest, and likely more or less to influence the fatare of the East. | 
| _ In my dispatch No. 108, dated November 27, 1876, it was announced. _ 4 

| that a conference was about to be held at this capital, composed of del- 4 
{ —_ egates from the Ottoman Empire and from the six guaranteeing powers, ee 
| so-called. The following-named persons are thedelegates: vo El 
{| From Russia, the ambassador, General Ignatieff; 2 ne 
’ _. From Germany, the ambassador, Baron Werther; oC : | 
i. From Italy, the envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, 7 
{ Count Corti; | ee ee | ,
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i From Great Britain, the ambassador, Sir Henry Elliot, and a special : 
ambassador, the Marquis of Salisbury; SE a | 

i; , From France, the ambassador; the: Count de Bourgoing, anda special 2 
1 ambassador, the Count de Chaudordy; = | rns | 
7; From Austria-Hungary, the ambassador,-Count Zichy, and aspecial 

; _ envoy extraordinary ard minister plenipotentiary, the Baron de Calice; 
‘ | On the part.of the Otteman Empire, his: ¢xcellency the minister of _ 
| | foreign affairs, Safvet Pasha; and his: excellency’ Edhem: Pasha, the i 
; Ottoman ambassador. at Berlin. Ces he So | 
i _ It. was. determined: by the delegates.of the: foreign powers to consult | 
' . informally prior to the meeting of the conference and.as- preliminary | 
j thereto. These consultations were private, in the cabinet: of General . 
' _ Ignatieif, the dean of the diplomatic body, and were understood to he —| 

7 confidential. Yet the Sublime Porte appears to have been kept fully | 
i advised of all that was done. At least ten of these preliminary meet- —__ 
: ings are said to have been held, and: it has transpired that, with the 
j possible exception of Sir Henry Elliot, the delegates of all the six 
: powers. are unanimous in theirconciusions. Of the several propositions _ | 
i agreed upon, the three of most importance are: first, autonomy for the = 

i. provinces; second, disarmament of: the population;, and third, military | 
' ‘occupation: for the. enforcement of promised reforms. | : 
‘ | _ The preliminary consultations ended; a full: meetin g-of the-conference = 
i  - -was'annouticed' for Saturday, the 23dinstant. = = | | 
| Meantime, on Monday, the 18th, the day of the sixth préliminary meet- = 
i ~~ ing, there was another changein the high officeof grand:vizier. Hishigh- - 
; ness Mehemet Ruchdi Pasha, who had held the-office: sinee:the 12th of = __ 
: May last (see dispatch No. 66 of that date), has retired; and is succeeded | 
i by his highness Midhat Pasha, president of the council of state, and, 
' - since the death of the late Hussein Avni Pasha. (see dispatch No. 72°of. - 

June 17, 1876), the controlling genius of the government. He had 
i _ previously held the office of grand vizier from July 31, 1872, to October 
i 18, 1872, as appears from Mr. Boker’s dispatches, No. 38, August 1, 
i 1872, and No. 58, October 20, 1872. Upon the latter dispatch, by the 
1 way, the events of the last few months are a curious commentary. ot 
| _ The reason assigned for the retirement of the late grand vizier ap- 
i pears in the imperial hatt, proclaimed on the: occasion, which, with 
/ some newspaper extracts, is inclosed. | | 7 : oc 
| | Another reason has found credence with the public. As already 
ij. stated, the Porte was constantly advised of everything done by the 
, plenipotentiaries of the six powers in their preliminary consultations. | 
: For several months past, and even before the dethronement of the Sul-— 
i tan Abdul Aziz, much had been said about. ordaining a constitution for. | 
/ . Yurkey. And it was reported during the summer and autumn that the | 
j ministers were engaged in the preparation. of such an instrument, which | 
i it seems they at last brought to a period.. A question is said to have | 
i arisen among the ministers, whether the constitution should be promul- 

gated before or after the conference. The former policy, so the story | 
| goes, was urged by Midhat Pasha, and’ the latter by the late grand = 

vizier, Mehemet Ruchdi Pasha. When the latter found himself defeated : 
Z in the council of ministers he retired, whether willingly or net-is uncer. 

| tain, Oo Ee | ! 
i __ However this may be, the constitution was solemnly promulgated at. 
| _ the Porte on Saturday last, the 23d instant, by an imperial hatt(decree), 

of which I inclose an English translation. A copy of the constitution 
{oo itself, as published by the evening papers, is appended, with a translation : 
| into English. Several official copies in pamphlet, of the constitution,
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| -with the introductory hatt, have been furnished the legation, some of { 
which will be sent in a separate package to the Department of State. _ oF 

. The same day, Saturday, the 23d instant, but atalatehouroftheday, =  f§ 

--was held the first. meeting of the. full conference, at which little seems a 

to have been done beyond organizing, with his excellency Safvet Pasha _ | 

asp president, and acorps.of secretaries. a 

‘Speculation is-rife and the public mind muck agitated. But all dis- | 

cussion: turns upon the one:great: underlying, overshadowing question | 

of peace or war, and every event is canvassed as tending to preserve | 
the one-or to precipitate the other. ees ee —— | ; 

 Lhave, &e., — ON ESE te oh ee a | 

a a | —  No318 | | 

re Mr. Maynard to Mr. Fish. | | | | ; : 

No.126.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | - | 

a | Constantinople, January 30, 1877. (Received March 3.) | 

| Srp: L have the honor, to report that the conference, the first meeting = 
of ‘which was mentioned in my. dispatch of 26th December last, No. 113, | | 

|  prought.its:sittings te a close Saturday, the20th instant. Itwasfollowed = = f 

| by the departure of all the representatives of the guaranteeing powers, —  &§ 

: beginning with that.of the Marquis of Salisbury, the special ambassador sf 
| of Great Britain, who left one week ago, and ending with thatof Count. =~ | 

| Corti, the Italian plenipotentiary, who has just sailed to-day. | 

| A note from the Russian ambassador, a copy of which -is inclosed, a | 

gives the situation of affairs in a few words and saves me the necessity | 

ef dwelling upon it. - | | ay eS a. | 

} No official publication of the proceedings of the conference has yet been dE 

made that. I am aware of; though I understand one is in preparation at | 

the Porte, and one may be expected also at the meeting of the British  ———sE 

|. Parliament next week. My information is that the proceedings were 
little more than. a series of inadmissible. propositions and counter-propo- _ 4 

| sitions by the plenipotentiaries of the. powers. and the Ottoman repre- | 

| sentatives respectively. Finally an ultimatum was submitted on the = : 

| part of the powers, which the ministers laid before a grand couneil of | 
| state for decision. The council, it is said, rejected it.unanimously,and = 
| the conference dissolved. 7 ne , ae | | | 

Two communications from Mr. Schuyler contain some of the propo- | 

| sitions offered by the powers for the acceptance of the Sublime Porte. | 

\ * * * On the part of the Turks and their partisans, it is:insisted that. | 

| the conference was an ignominious failure, and a great. effort is made. oe El 
| through the press to display a publie opinion in that sense, a kind of | | 

| _ effort in which the Turks are by no. means deficient. * * * Iwill — | 
| not indulge in speculation, when the most sagacious confess themselves | | 
| - atfault, but.will. keep the Department. informed of events.as they occur, = = 

and purposes as they transpire. = a EE | ce ) 

i Fam,&, =. | pe 

| 7 AORACE MAYNARD, sf
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: | Eee | oo _ fInclosure.]. _ - we , 

1 ao | Mr. Schuyler to Mr. Maynard. ) | 7 . 

oe - -CONSULATE-GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, __ 4 
7; SR - 7 Constantinople, January 24, 1877. 

3 _ Sir: Referring to my previous reports Ihave the honor to inclose to you the project _ 
: for the administrative autonomy of Bulgaria, as agreed upon in the preliminary con- | 

ferences, and presented for the acceptance of the Porte at the first meeting of the 
7 _ plenary conference. With the exception of dividing Bulgaria into two districts, it is, 
] in other language, substantially the same as the project prepared by Prince Tseretelef 
g and myself. I inclose also the minimum or ultimatum which was rejected by the 

. Porte at the final meeting of the conference, which is in fact a mere résumé of the 
j project without any important concession. mo Ee | 
a I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, oe 
i | BS | — EUGENE SCHUYLER. — | 

: Project for the administrative autonomy of Bulgaria, as agreed upon by the preliminary con- ? 
i Serence, and presented for the acceptance of the Porte at the first meeting of the plenary | 

conference. | Oo a ! 

1 _ From the territories herein designated there shall be formed two vilayets, which | 
; - ghall be administered. as follows: / oe | | a 
i __ The eastern vilayet, which shall have as its capital Tirnova, shall be composed of —_— 
, the sandjaks of Rustchuk, Tirnova, Toultcha, Varna, Sliven, Philippopolis (with the 
{ exception of Sultan Jeri and Akhir Tchelibi), and of the cazas of Kirk-Killissi, : 
i Moustapha Pasha, and Kizil Agatch. Go EP, Oo , 
i | The western vilayet, having as its capital Sophia, shall be composed of the sandjaks st 
| _, . of Sophia, Widdin, Nish, Uskub, Bitolia (with the exception of two cazas to the south )s 
i of a part of the cazas of Seres (the three cazas of the N orth), and of the cazas of Strom- 
i nitza Tikvesch, Velessa, and Kastoria. SR 2 fe EOE Sel : 

i The canton (nahie) becomes the administrative unit. It is formed by the reunion: 
: of communes, so that the population of the cantons shall be from 5,000 to10,000 inhab 
' itants. As far as possible, each canton is to be formed of a group of inhabitants of the os 
1 samereligion, | Pee oo iorage Mee eee es | 
i The cantons shall be administered by a mayor elected for four years by the cantonal : | 
i council and chosen from among the members of this council. = | — 
| __ The cantonal council shall be composed of representatives of each commune, and shall 
; be elected for four years without distinction of religion. o | . | 
; | . The commune shall preserve its present organization. | a oo] 
a All questions relative to the interests of the commune, such as ways of communica- 
jo tion, assessment and collection of certain taxes, which shall be regarded as being within | 
i its competence by the commission of control, shall belong to the initiative of the can- 
- tonal council under the control of the superior authority. . 
i The cantonal council shall meet once a month. Two of its members, elected by it : 
i for four years shall act as assistants of the mayor. ae a 
7 _The international commission shall try to find a method of assuring the representa- 
| tion of minorities in the cantons. - — OO | 
| . Cities and towns, the population of which exceeds 10,000 souls, shall have municipal co 
i; institutions analogous to those of the canton. = : cogs oo 

' | | | Ill. | : 

' _ The sandjak or department is formed by the reunion of several cantons, and isad= — 
. ministered according to its importance by a mutessarif or caimacam. Its function- 
j aries are Christians or Mussulmans, according as the majority of the sandjak is non-Mus- 

sulman or Mussulman. They are named for four years by the Porte on the proposition 
; of the governor-general. These functionaries shall have as their duty the surveillance | | 
i. of the acts of the cantonal councils. | | ! 

The mutessarifs or caimacams shall have a chancellery and councilors, appointed | 
i by the governor general from a double list prepared by the provincial council. © 
| The vali shall have the power of suspending the governors for three months, and of | | 
: proposing to the Porte their dismissal. oo : 

po | |
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| There shall be placed at the head of each province a governor-general (vali) ap- | | 

- pointed for five years by the Porte with the agreement of the guaranteeing powers. | 
He shall receive a suitable salary. sit coe” ee  &£§ 
‘In ease of the death or resignation of the vali, his duties shall be provisionally per- -£ 

. formed by one of the Christian governors, appointed for this purpose by the Porte. | : 
. The vali cannot: be removed except upon the order of the court of appeals, after a 

| having been judged and condemned. — - | | oe : 

| The vali shall represent the supreme authority, and shall watch over the execution o&- 
of the general. laws of the empire as well as the application of the provincial regu- i 

lations. He shall be a Christian, and may be either an Ottoman subject ora foreigner. ; 

_ - The vali shall administer the province conjointly with the provincial assembly, the — &§ 
“members of which shall be elected, without distinction of race or religion, for a term 

: _of four years, by the cantonal councils grouped in circumscriptions, without any inter- : 

vention on the part of the government. ne Co : 

| Contested elections shall be judged by the provincial assembly itself. oe a E 
: - The electoral circumscriptions shall’ be formed by the reunion of several groups of _  &§ 

| cantons. They shall represent an average population of 30,000 to 40,000 inhabitants. GE 
| Each group thus formed shall elect a deputy., = = | an | | | 

The right of voting or of being eligible to office shall be given: | 
‘1. To all the inhabitants of the province above twenty-five years old, who own real : 

| estate or pay some kind of atax. ' 
. + 2 To members of the clergy and ministers of the different rites. ae 

. 3. To schoolmasters and teachers. Oe ‘  &- 
The deliberations of the assembly shall be public. The provincial assembly shall - : 

name an administrative commission for four years, which shall act as the council of the 
- governor-general. The chiefs of the recognized religions shall be by right members of = 

_ this commission, one for each confession. _ ae | - - 
| There shall be at least one member of this commission for each sandjak, but the — 

total number ought not to exceed ten. They shall have fixed salaries. - Lo : . 
The governor-general shall be obliged to take the opinion of this administrative _ : &- 

council in all questions which are outside of the pure and simple execution of legal dis- : 
positions, as well as in those which refer to local regulations. | : 

| The provincial assembly shall meet once a year to examine and control the budget &- 
of the province and the division of the taxes. The accounts shall be established every | . 
year by the vali and submitted to the Porte. , | 

a The system of the collection and division of taxes shall be modified in order to fa- a 
 gilitate the development of the resources of the country, while diminishing charges, | 

. which at present weigh upon the population. — oa OE 
The bedeli asherié (exemption-tax from military service) can be applied only to able- fh ; 

- bodied men, between the ages of twenty and forty years, who do not wish to enter into 
the local militia. es Oo ae | | 

, The payment of taxes in arrear up to January 1, 1877, shall not be exacted. |  &§ 
_ The custom-houses, posts and telegraphs, the duties on tobacco, spirits, and the ex- i 
cise shall only be collected. by the provincial authorities in the measure fixed upon by . 
the regulations at present observed in the rest of the empire. The farming of taxes 

. shall be abolished. Those who shall renew it shall incur penalties to be fixed by a 
| special law. The collection of the other taxes shall be regulated by the provincial as- : 

s sembly and by the cantonal councils. © oO | - ee OE 
- The vali and the provincial assembly shall establish by an agreement every five years of 

: the budget of the revenues of the province, with a view of determining the sums to be & 
- -xemitted to. the Sublime Porte, taking, as far as possible, as a basis for their calcula- 

tions the revenues of the last ten years and the increase of the prosperity of the country. z : 
-. The cantonal authorities shall divide the taxes among the communes, and shall col- 
lect, at fixed periods, the sums to be paid by it. These sums, after deducting the can- UE 

__ tonal expenses, shall be transmitted to the treasuries of the departments. | —£ 
i. - The mode of collection -of the taxes shall be left to the decision of the cantonal - : 

authorities.” OEE Se Se | . z a a — 

{ A sum, which shall: be fixed by the international commission, and which shall not. 
exceed 30 per cent.of the revenues of the province, shall be paid to the branches of the ; 
Ottoman Bank, in order to be employed for the payment of the public debt, and for ; 
the needs of the central government. The rest of the revenues shall be destined for a 

| the local needs of the province. — PRS SEES po 7 OE 

oo | VI. : | ; 

_ Until the special regulations for the administration of justice shall have been elabo- LS ; 
| rated by the commission of control, the tribunals shall be organized as follows: —.  &§
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i _ _In the canton the mayor and his adjuncts-have the powers of justices of the peace, | 
3 ‘and. take cognizance, without appeal, of civil affairs in which the sum of litigation does © 

- not exceed 1,000 piasters.. They have cognizance, also, of contraventions.and simple 
, police cases. They also have cognizance under appeal of suits in which the sum of ) 
7 _. litigation does not exceed 5,000 piasters. In their judgments they must take into 
7. account the particular usages of the canton. . =. - | oo Rs | 

_ __- In each sandjak there shall be created a tribunal of the first. instance. It shall be. _ 
a composed of two judges chosen by the vali, with the sanction of the international com-  - | 

_ Inission, for three years. Afterwards these judges shall be chosen with: the sanction of. | 
7 the administrative council. They shall be suitably paid... They may be appointed 
7 again at the expiration of this period, and then become immovable for life. They have | 
7 _ cognizance of civil and criminal affairs, subject to appeal, but, if they are not equal to i 
i _. their duties, they may be dismissed after having been judged by the court of appeals. 7 

_ A court of appeals is created in each of the two capitals of the villayets. ‘The presi- — “ 
1 dent and judges are named by the. Sublime Porte, with the consent and approbation. | 
3 of the representatives of the guarantesing powers.. The judges may be either Christians. | 
q or Mussulmans. They shall judge according to the Ottoman.code. = © = | 
; _ An European element may be represented-in the courts of appeal. In this case the 
3 _ - European magistrates must be provided with a certificate emanating from acompetent. 
q judicial authority, which bears testimony of theircapacity. 
3 | The duration of the functions of the-members of the courts of appeal shall be the. 
3 same, and submitted to the same conditions, as for the. judgés of the tribunals of tho . 

first instance. The tribunals shall take cognizance of all-civil and criminal. cases, oo 
| with the right of appeal to the court! of appeals established in the capital of the 

3 province. | | _ oe ee eee a | oo! 
; __The sessions of the tribunals shall be public, and preliminary inquests shall be ~ 
q obligatory... oe EE - ; . 
3 Cases relating to a single confession shall be submitted to the ecclesiastical jurisdic- : 
a _. ° tion of the competent ecclesiastical authorities, and the-sentences rendered by them 

_«  ghall be decisive, 7 | | ae se | : | 

i: : | VIF | 

7 There shall be complete freedom of worship. The support of the clergy of religious: : 
_ establishments and of public instruction is a’ charge of each commune. = oe 

4 Any one shall be allowed to change his religion, on the sole condition that the pros- | 
3: elytes must be wgmen sixteen years and men eighteen years old,-and before their con- 
3 version must pass a whole week with the minister of the sect that they wish to 
: abandon. Se ag OS he OE oo | : 

_ « No obstaele-shall be interposed to the-construction of religious: edifices: or to the 
3 accomplishment of religious ceremonies. © © ©. Bg Ss . 

The provincial and cantonal assemblies shall provide for: the necessities of public 
q instruetion by means of special taxes for the creation and support of schools: = | : 

| The local language shall be employed coneurrently with the Turkish language in the | 
1 . tribunals and in the administration. £4 Co oe | 

- - .- In the'cantons where the Greek language'is in general use the:cantonal authorities: 
a4... mayemployit. Ce - ae a 

, | VIII. | a 

i. The Ottoman regular army shall be garrisoned in the. fortresses and- in the chief  — 
q cities, and is destined for the defense of. the country against-a foreign enemy. Itcam 
q be employed in the interior in case of war, or-at: the demand of the governor-generak : 
q | of the province. a es, 7 
3 A militia or national guard shall be created. . i. shall be- composed. of Christians: and os 
4 Mussulmans, according to the.proportion of their number in the population... The na- : 
7 tional guard shall not contain more than 1 per cent..of the male population. Itshalk | 
: be drilied separately, under the direction. of officers named by: the vali. If, by his). 
: + order, a body of militia of more than 1,000 men shall be:coneentrated at:a-fixed point, oo 
4 , the superior officers beneath the commandantishall be named by the Sublime Porte. 
: A corps of gendarmes, supported at the expense: of the province, and in sufficient: 
: number to. guarantee public security and te: act as:police, shall: be composed: of Christ- | 
, ians and Mussulmans according to the number of inhabitants of each confession. . | 

7 _ The: officers: shall be. Mussulmans: and: Christians.. ‘They' shall be: appointed by the. 7 
q governor-general, and shall be distributed over-the country.. | | 
: | The Sublime: Porte shall renounce hereafter establishing: Cireassians in its: European: ! 
7 _ provinces. As:to the Circassian families: which are new living in Europe, it shall favor | 
7 _ their removal by aiding them to establish themselves in the Mussulman. previnces of 
: Asia. | So re ,
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‘The Ottoman: Government: shall: grant a fall and: entivé'amnesty to the inhabitants | 
| of. the: three. provinces: who have been‘exiled or transported, or who have. been arrested &—§ 

without having’ been. judged by virtue of simple: orders of the: authorities, or by the = 
ss cisions: of different: Ottoman: commissions:. Lo EP | 

: An. international commission shall be appointed for one year by the guarantéeing , | 

“powers. It shall be charged with watching over the execution of those regulations | a 

_ Which shall be put in force within three months after the signature of the protocol. _  &§ 

eae oles ee Instructions for the commission in Bulgavriaa a |  &£ 

4, Phe international: commission: for the:two:vilayets, the eastern-and: western, shalk. | 

‘ba: charged with taking: part in-the inquiries to:'be-made by the government upon the. § 

Lo authors of: the massacres: and other’ excesses; with seeking: out. the. guilty: parties, — } 
. watching over the interrogatories, and! assuring:the punishment of: the guilty. os | 

2. The commission: shall examine if it be necessary: to prohibit: the-wearing of arms == ff 
- in eertain parts of the: province, and of watching over: the restoration: to fhe state = | 

' depots of the arms distributed to the-Mussulman:population and.to:'the-Cireassians. It: Se 
shall-propose any other police regulation that: it: may think: useful: to guarantee the oT 

| _—_- gecurity of the inhabitants;.and: its decisions: shall be-exeeuted: by the aid of the spe- . | | 

 @akgendarmery. © | Pee 4 : a , 
: 3, This: gendarmery;:paid from the revenues of the province, shall, inthe beginning, | 

| be organized by: means of officers;.sub-officérs, and:soldiers drawn from European armies 
te the number of from: 2,000: to-4;000, as well as: by volunteers:reeruited:in all: parts of o | 

| theempire: After the commission shall-have finished itslabors, thisgendarmery shall = | 
ij _- yemain-in the service-of the Porte. _ : oe KR , | og 

_ 4e "Phe'commission shall estimate: the losses.of: the Christians, andi shall determine | | 

the method: of: indemnifying them. It: shall determine the: means for aiding in a gen- Ses 

| eral: way the populations which have fallen: inte: misery. It. shall provide; as far as | 

| Possible; that: the: necessary materials be: furnished: for: rebuilding the houses. and — , : 

; . churches; — | a oe , : | 

i. 5. The commission:shall proceed-to-the revision of the judgments pronounced. against 
: _ the Christians by the extraordinary tribunals. It shall revise the titlesef certain prop- ee 

erties; in order. te restore: to the Christians those which were: taken away from: them = — og 

during the insurrection. a ae | | | 
6; The: commission:shall examine-into complaints made against-the officials; and shall | 

have the faculty of demanding their suspension or-their dismissal, which areto: be pro- | , 

} nonneed by: the vali. Ce ae oe | : 
, -'% ‘Fhe commission-sliall in general watch over the execution of the regulations estab- | 

oS lished: by! the conference, and-especially: over the administration of justice in the elec- | | 
fons; = Baty . ) / | 7 

| __—_‘ 8: It-shall: take: part, aceording: to: the regulations,-in the nomination of a certain =~ | 
 namber of employés. _ ee Es ee , : Dg 

9; It shall collect the necessary: statistical. information reqnisite:to control: the. equi- a 
_. table adjustment of the taxes, and shall trace on the spot, in concert with the Ottoman an | 
1. authorities, the limits of the powers and the distribution of the cantons and of thede- = — ff 

. partments. | 7 po : oo ne | eG 
i. 10. By virtue of these dispositions, the commission shall be free to add or to cut off OE 
: any canton in the cazas, situated along. the boundary of the provinces, as well as | | 

to modify the present division of the sandjaks and cantons, when it-shall judge it use- ' 
ful from a geographical, ethnographical, or administrative point of view. | | 

11. The commission shall draw up:protécols of its sessions, and in case of grave dis- | 

i ‘sensions between its members, it shall refer them to the representatives of the powers | | | 

: at Constantinople.) =. sits . a Oo ar eo ae | 

| 12. The commission may send its members or delegates to exercise the surveillance oe 
a which is‘incumbent upon it. = ee oe a | 

: _. 13. The. commissioners. themselves shall fix the. place. where, according to circum- : i 

stances, they shall sit. _ a - a | BS oo | 
i" 14, The president of the commission shall be-renewed every month and each commis=- | 
_ sioner shall in: turn perform the-duties of president. pete  &E 

15:: Finally, the! international: commission: shall. draw up a: detailed programme of — | 
the labors with: which it ischarged. _This programme approved by the representatives, : 

; af the guaranteeing powers at Constantinople,.shall serve as complementary instruc- (| 
_ ions, - | ae — ee oe - | |



i 556 | FOREIGN RELATIONS. OR | 

a | Minimum or ultimatum presented by the conference to the Porte. oe | 

7 _ _.. MONTENEGRO.—Rectification of the frontier, with annexation of Banvani, Piva, Nik- 
: : sitch, Drobniak, a part of Sharanzi, the district of Kalatchine, the Kutchi Drekalovitchi, oe 
‘ | the Kutchi Kraini, the Vassoicvitchi from Tivni to Lim, the Mali and Veli Brdo, Sponz 
i and Jalbnak. An international commission for the arrangement of the frontier ad hoc. | 
: The liberty of navigation of the Boyana. Neutralization of the fortresses. ~~ 
q | , SERVIA.—Statu quo ante bellum.—The regulation of the difficulties of the limits of the — 
4 | frontier on the side of Bosnia. A commission of arbitration, in accordance with the | 
1 hatti-sherif of 1833, for the two principalities. Evacuation by the Ottoman troops | 
i | and by the troops of the principalities of the territories outside of the limits fixed. | 
i 7 Exchange of prisoners of war, and amnesty of subjects employed in the enemy’s 
i service. / 
fe Bosnia, HERZEGOVINA, AND BULGARIA.—The governors-general of the provinces oo 
i will be named for the first five years with the consent of the powers. Special divis- : 
; ions into districts and sandjaks with the mutessarifs named by the Porte on the pro- : 
3 posal of the valis for a fixed term, and into cantons or mudirliks of 5,000 to 10,000 in- 
j habitants, with the cantonal authorities freely elected by the population in. each 
; ‘commune, and competent for every question touching the interests ofthe canton. 
j | _ Provincial assemblies elected for a term of four years by the cantonal councils. 
7 They will establish the budget of the province upon the system indicated, and will 
i - name the provincial administrative councils of which the valis must take the advice in an 

_ _- -@ases going beyond the pure and simple execution of the legal reglementary disposi- | 
i: tions, and upon which they may refer to the Sublime Porte. Amelioration of the assess- 
i .-ment of the taxes. The provincial assemblies and cantonal councils will have the © | 
i repartition and levying of the taxes, except the customs duties, posts, telegraphs, and. 
1 taxes on tobacco and spirits, and the régie. The complete abolition of the farming of — 
i . taxes. The remittance of taxes in arrear. The fixing of the budget of the province | 
i for five years on the average of the revenues. A part will be applied to the payment 
; of the public debt and to the needs of the central government, and the rest to the - 
; , needs of the provinces. The reorganization of justice in the sense of a greater inde- : 
1 . pendence of the judiciary. Nomination of the judges of the civil and criminal tribunals 
' by the valis, with the consent of the administrative.council, and of the members of the — 
; , court of appeal by the Porte on the proposal of the valis. Publicity of the sittings.of 
i _ ‘the courts and of judicial inquests obligatory. Exclusive jurisdiction of the ecclesiasti- 
i _  ¢al authorities for special causes of the different religious communities. Entire liberty | 
7 of religion. Support of the clergy, the religious establishments, and of public instruc- 
2 tion by the’ communities themselves.. Guarantees against forced proselytism. Use of 
; _ the language of the country in the tribunals, and the administration on an equality 
i with the Turkish. Absolute prohibition to employ irregular troops. Formation of a : 
' militia and gendarmery of Christians and Mussulmans in proportion to the population, == 

with subordinate officers named by the governor-general. Prohibition of the coloniza- | 
‘ tion of Circassians. General amnesty for Christians condemned and proscribed for 
| political causes. Amelioration of the condition of laborers and farmers in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. Facilities for the acquisition of lands of the state, as also for the return 
| of emigrants. The execution of this project within a fixed term of three months. | 

Commission of control. Two commissions of control will be named by the powers to es, 
‘ watch the execution of the ultimatum and to assist the local authorities intaking the —s, 
: ‘different measures touching public order and security. These commissions will receive oy 
: “special instructions. i . | 

Poo . — Mr. Maynard to Mr. Fish. | | YEE ed 

, No.1380.) 0 | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
} - Constantinople, February 10, 1877. (Received March 9.) | 

i; Sir: I bave the honor to announce a very important change in the : 
| | ministry during the present week. ~~ | : | a 
| | On Monday, the 5th, it was rumored that the grand vizier, Midhat | 

Zz Pasha, had been succeeded by Edhem Pasha, recently Ottoman embas- ! 
‘sador at Berlin, and one of the representatives of the Sublime Porte in 2 

; the late conference ; and toward evening the rumor was confirmed by | 
| an “extra” from one of the daily papers. The next day the change, __
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with many others, was formally announced, and the reason for it given a 

-- in a long and carefully-prepared article, manifestly emanating from the | | 

| Porte, and is, therefore, the explanation which the public is asked to | 

 aecept. I append a copy of the announcement and of the explanation. 

| The papers of Thursday, the 8th, contained the imperial hatt (decree) 

and other paragraphs relating to the same subject, which are also | 

inclosed. | | wee aa. a 

‘Nothing has happened since the massacre of the consuls at Salonica 

in May last which has so completely dumbfounded the class of persons — 

- known as Turcophiles. They are silent with astonishment and mortifica- | 

tion. With them, his highness Midhat Pasha was the ideal of Turkish) 

| statesmanship—a reformer and a true patriot. He had been a prime =, 

: favorite with the British embassy, and was relied upon to circumvent | | 

and bring to naught the machinations imputed to Russia. It was he 

who had compassed the fall of the late Sultan Abdul-Aziz and the  &§ 

deposition of Mourad V; who had escaped the assassin when his asso- &§ 

ciates, Hussein Avni Pasha and Rachid Pasha, were slain; who had  & 

marshaled “Young Turkey” and the Softas alike under the attractive ff 

‘banner of reform; who had supplanted the moderate and prudent = —=§ § 

Mehemet Ruchdi Pasha, and, constitution in hand, had assumed for the | 

-. secoud time the high office of grand vizier ; and who had spurned the | 

| gonditions offered by the conference, bidding defiance to the great | 

-. powers of Europe, and asserting loftily the independence of Turkey. = 

| “hat he should. have been set aside by the Sultan was bad enough, = &§ 

) but, the reasons assigned for it were infinitely worse. If they were true, | | 

| @ gross imposition had been practiced by this honored and trusted func. =‘ & 

| tionary; if they were not true, a depth of turpitude in Turkish councils. | 

_ had been reached lower than anything yet charged by the bitterest — OE 

: enemies. ERR | 

| -A sketch of Midhat Pasha has just appeared, evidently from one of aed 

this class of admirers, a little rhetorical and sensational perhaps, but “| 

giving biographical facts and incidents, I presume, accurately. He is 7 

represented as violent and vindictive and ambitious. He was grand 

- vizier from July 31 to October 18, 1872, eighty days, when he was suc-_- 

ceeded by Mehemet Ruchdi Pasha, chiefly, says Mr. Boker, by reason of _ | 

‘the Sultan’s personal dislike. . We are told in the sketch just referred 

to, that he “then began to conspire with England, with the Ulemas, o 

| with the Sheikh-ul-Islam, and, it is said, even with Russia.” My pree | 
- vious dispatches have shown how he clambered back to his former post, 2 

which he reached on the 18th of December last, maintained less than og 

fifty days to be driven out in disgrace and sent an exile to a point which, = : 

if his enemies are wise after their kind, he will never reach,  — 

. . Jt is due to him to add that unofficial people discredit wholly the | — f[ 

- charges of treason and conspiracy against the Sultan, and ascribe his 

overthrow to an intrigue, of which the head is Mahmoud Damad Pasha, ~  &§ 

a brother-in-law of the Sultan, following the immemorial usage of the | 

|. Sublime Porte... His successor, Edhem Pasha, has not hitherto been — | 

| conspicuous in public affairs, and no one has much to say about him, | 

- JT ealled on him with the other members of the diplomatic body and i (itsi‘zwr 

| was favorably impressed with his language and his manner. | 

} Jam, &., | Os ee eo | 

ae - So AORACE MAYNARD. | |
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2 7 ‘THE CHANGE OF GRAND VIZIER—MINISTERIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE NOMINATIONS. | 

0 Yesterday afternoon, His Highness Edhem Pasha.was formally installed at the Porte, . 
q with the customary state ceremonial, as successor to His Highness Midhat Pasha in 
j _ the Grand Vizierate. The imperial hatt, which raises Edhem Pasha to the dignity of a 
1 . grand Vizier, also nominates Kheurshid Pasha, . governor-general of Aleppo, to be - 
; _ musteshar, or under secretary of state of the Grand Vizierate. The office-of minister 
; of the interior, which was created during the administration of the late A’ali Pasha, 
j - but suppressed after the death of that statesman, has been revived, and Djevdet Pasha, _ 
4 now minister of justice, has been appointed the ‘new minister of the interior, Costaki 

Adossides Pasha, now president of the Pera municipality, being named musteshar. - | 
3 Under secretary of state of the ministry of the interior,_Kadri Bey, prefect of Con-— 
4 | _ stantinople, succeeds the new Grand Vizier, Edhem Pasha, as president of the council =. 
7 of state, and is raised on the occasion to the rank of mushir and vizier, thus “bécoming 
2. Kadri Pasha. — . a Oo \ a - 
3 His Exeellency.Ahmed Vefik Effendi is named.president of the new Ottoman Cham- 
4 _ berof Deputies. Ohannes Tchamitch Effendi is raised to the rank of bala, and appointed 
1 minister of commerce and agriculture in place of Halim Pasha, named a member of the | 
_ new Ottoman Senate. Assym Pasha, governor-general of Adrianople, is appointed | 
4 / minister Of justice, as successor to Djevdet Pasha, and is succeeded as vali-of Adriano- | 

oo ple by Ali Pasha, lately governor-general of the Herzegovina, and .formerly.ambassa- | 
. dor in Paris. Sadyk Pasha, at present.ambassador in Paris, has been named governor- : 

i _ _- generalof the province of the Danube in place of Rifaat Pasha, who succeeds Hour- 
3 _ shid Pasha as vali of Aleppo. Ohannes Effendi :(Sakis), president of ‘the court of | 
a | appeal, is appointed under secretary-of state (musteshar)-of the ministry of public 
: instruction. | Re oe eee a | | | 
i Ahmed Moukhtar Pasha, late in.command of the military operations in the Herze- ( 
f .  _—s gevina, and recently named governor-general of the Island of Crete, has been ap- | 
i. pointed commandet-in-chief of the ‘fourth army corps, in place of Samih Pasha, ap- — | 
: pointed-vali of Crete. Said Bey, ex-musteshar.of the Grand Vizierate,is named a mem- J 
i; . ber of the-council of state. = 9 eos | a oe | 

: _ [Inclosure2in No.130.) 00 7 se we 

be oo | [From the Daily Levant Herald of February 6, 1877] | oo 

i Se _ Yesterday added another heavy blow:to-the battery of shocks by. which. this. sorely- ot 
‘ tried empire has lately been besieged. The:minister-in whom all hopes were.centered, 
! | and whom popular opinion held to he the:very personification of patriotism.and thene = 
, plus ultra of high-mindedness and integrity, has been detected.inashabby andtraitorous = 
: ' . . plot to everthrow. the Sultan and establish himself as dictator under the nominal rule 
: | of one whose mind is-dead. From the -heur of Midhat Pasha’s elevation to the Grand. . 
i  Vizierate it :was known that no mutuality of.confidence existed between the sovereign => 
; _ and his minister. The firmness of the Sultan clashed with the unyielding character of 
; Midhat, who would have preferred serving a more pliant sovereign, and, in his less- 
i guarded moments, expressed this preference. Moreover, the Sultan always doubted . 
7 ‘the sincerity of Midhat Pasha as the champion of ‘a liberal policy,.and -in the many 
q qualifications and reservations which deteriorate the charter of the constitution, dis- 
a + . eerned an arriére-pensée, which, by the unveiling of the present plot, is proved to have | 
' _ existed. The relations between the sovereign and the late Grand Vizier were, there-_ : 
; : fore, never cordial, and the-inflexible, high-handed manner of Midhat provoked more | 
i than one remonstrance on the part of the Sultan. ‘The immediate cause of the.actual 

a rupture which awakened suspicion and led to the discovery of. Midhat’srash design 
- arose from the Grand Vizier’s neglect to give effect to a desire frequently and strongly | 
3 . expressed by His Majesty to strengthen the public service by the introduction of for- 
5 eigners, and more especially of Englishmen of: experience, in leading positions in all 
3 _ ° departments. It.seems that last week this. question formed the subject of some re- . | 
i marks on His Majesty’s part, who took the Grand Vizier to:task for not having given | 
i. any effect to his wishes. —The Grand Vizier replied curtly: the audience terminated, 4 
at and, on returning home, Midhat Pasha addressed a letter to the Sultan in terms which, — 
7 to say the least, were undéferential, and which were a sort of paraphrase of a not 
| | very happy speech lately made by Zia Pasha at. Smyrna.. Summoned to the palace to — 
i give an explanation of his letter, the Grand Vizier imprudently disobeyed the impe- = 
j -.  Yial command, and-continued to absent himself from the palace, although the order to ot 

7 attend was repeated on three successive days. i 
3 : This unguarded defiance of his sovereign aroused suspicions, the police were sst on 
: the alert, and on Sunday a correspondence was discovered which convicted Midhat of
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‘plotting to compel Abdul-Hamid to abdicate. Yesterday morning, therefore, a per- ff 
emptory message was sent to Midhat to present ‘himself at Dolma-Baghtché, which he | 

| had no alternative but to obey. On entering, his highness was immediately placed —_ &=§ 
under arrest, and required, by the first chamberlain, to give up the vizierial seals. He 

_ ‘was then shown the letters which brought home to ‘him his connection -with the con- ae ; 

spiracy, and, as there was no denying the evidence of his own letters, Midhat Pasha — &— 
- threw himself upon the clemency of his sovereign. A council of ministers being called, a ' 

the ex-Grand ‘Vizier was declared guilty of high treason and worthy of death. ‘But. &— 
the Sultan reminded the ministers that under the constitution no man could be con-' Boe 
demued without a public trial. Midhat was then asked whether he would prefer _ | 

Lo being placed on his trial for high treason, or quitting Ottoman territory. Electing vol- — E 
untary exile, his:highness was next asked. if he would go to Greece, but this he declined,  § 
saying that he would prefer being sent to Brindisi. Complaining of having no ready &— 

| money at his disposal, a sum ot five hundred pounds was handed to him, and shortly _ 
- afterward he embarked for the destination of his choice on board the imperial yacht 

- Tzzeddin. _ oo 7 a a : . Pe : - 

-.. Such we believe to be the facts connected with this lamentable ineident. Itis in| | 

| every way deplorable; as an example, it is bad; as a disturbing influence, it isunwhole- . — 
some; a8 a specimen of what the friends of Turkey have.to hope for, it is tothe last 
degree melancholy. ‘Still the facts before us prove that the Sultan has acted with —  & 

- prudence, clemency, and firmness, and the display of these qualities at such a juncture -  -§ 

has, no doubt, saved the capital from disturbances. More than this, however, it has. 
placed the sovereign before the people in a new light, revealing to. them those qualities 7 

of héart and mind which win for a sovereign the confidence of ‘his people, and gain dG 

him a lasting place in their affection. | CS |  *- 

| Enclosure 3 in No. 130.) 0 | co ae  & 

7 ; | _ . . THE IMPERIAL HATT. : : So | | 

‘The following is.a translation of the imperial hatt relative to the change.of Grand : 
— Vigier: - ee : | oe 

To my illustrious Vizier Edhem Pasha: : :  &§ 

| _ Having taken into consideration the requirements of our epoch, and the new situa- | 
_. tion occupied by our empire, we have established the constitution by our.own free will — | 

and initiative, the happy results of which it is to be hoped may inspire all with respect | 
. and confidence, and assure the future welfare of the country. ' 

| The realization of this aim depends greatly on the conduct of public functionaries = = 
of all ranks in the official hierarchy, who are enjoined to keep strictly within the lim- - 

, _ its of their several departments, and in no manner to transgress the laws laid down , 
for their guidance; while, on the other hand, the loyal execution of all essential meas-  &€§ 

| ures for the maintenance of the principle of equality which we have proclaimed in favor - | 

- of all our subjects must be strictly carried out. To do this, it has been found expedient : | 
- to make important changes in the ministry, and in the personnel of the same. The | | 

- retirement and departure of Midhat Pasha having been rendered necessary in conse- | 
_. quence of certain events which come under the jurisdiction of the constitution, we,  § 

in accordance with the provisions-of the charter, and in ‘full knowledge of your‘high- a 

- ness’s capacity, invest you with the office of ‘Grand Vizier. The constitution having | 

| ordained the administrative decentralization and the reform of the provincial organ- : 
\ ization, the ‘salaries of the catmacams of ‘the -cazas (districts) must be augmented in a 

, reasonable manner, ‘atid the nomination of the functionaries in question mustonly | 

take place after the most minute inquiry—the'same rule equally applying to the mutes- | 
 -garifs, These nominations must ‘be submitted to our approval, and projected laws to) &§ 
this effect will: be presented ‘to the Chamber of Deputies forits consideration. | | 

| s Enterior affairs ought to acquire greater importance and extension, and ‘for this rea- _ ~ 
son the office-of minister of home-affairs will be-re-established and will be broughtinto f 

. ‘direct relationship with the provincial authorities. Djevdet Pasha, minister of jus- oe 
| tice, is ‘therefore appointed to fill the post of-minister of home affairs, uniting, as : | 

| _ he does, all the qualities necessary for this office by his well-known ‘knowledge and | 
experience. es a ae ea od  . § 

‘Seeing that various projects of law having their origin in the constitution must ‘be | : 
| - -ereated without delay so that they may be submitted to the Chamber of Deputies which _—  &§ 

will speedily meet for business, the post of president of ‘the council of state acquires ; 

-- greater importance than formerly. We have named Kadri Bey, prefect of Constanti- oe ; 
nople, to this office, raising him at the same time to the rank of vizier. ae - & 

* . .. Assim Pasha, vali of Adrianople,is appointed minister of justice.  &§ 
_ The vilayets of Adrianople and of the Danube being at the present moment of special |
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4 . importance, it is essentially necessary that functionaries of well-known intelligence | 
: should be placed at the head of their administration. Therefore, Sadik Pasha, our am- | 
4 bassador at Paris, is named vali of the province of the Danube, and Ali Pasha, ex-vali 
a of the Herzegovina, is appointed to the same office at Adrianople. | SO - 
4 We have equally confided to Ohannes Effendi (Tchamitch), member of the councilof = =_| 
‘ state, who possesses special knowledge on the subject, the post of minister of commerce | 
4 | and agriculture, raising his excellency to the rank of bala. . oe 
j Abmet Moukhtar Pasha, at present vali of Crete, is nominated commander-in-chief of — | 
4 - the fourth army corps, replacing Samih Pasha, who is appointed governor of Candia. 
3 A certain means of assuring good government to:the country is the assistance which 
3 our ministers and councilors receive from functionariés at once capable and intelligent. 

- For this purpose we have decided to select special agents from Europe, whose advice 
4 on financial matters will be beneficial to the empire at large. | | | | 
i, Hourchid Pasha, governor-general of Aleppo, is named councilor of the grand vizier 

and president of the commission charged with the choice of the kaimakams.. Thiscom- - | 
| mission will be. composed of members of ministerial departments and of councilorsof Ss 
q : state. oe _ ee : 

3 .  Rifaat Pasha, ex-governor-general of the vilayet of the Danube, will go to Aleppo os 
' to fill asimilar post there.. Oo | oe | 

Costaki. Bey, president of the sixth municipal circle, is created councilor of the = | 
4 ministry of the interior. a a | | 
: - Ohannes Effendi (Sakis), president of the court of appeals of Constantinople, has been 
2 - appointed councilor to the ministry of public instruction. | | 4 
7 According to article 77 of the constitution, which deals with the choice and nomi- | 

ee nation of the president of the Chamber of Deputies, the law. relating thereto will be 
: put in force and take effect from the commencement of the ensuing year. | 
‘ Article 65. of the constitution prescribes the number of deputies to be elected accord- | 
, ing to the population. — oe 

The provisional president of the Chamber of Deputies for this year, which is regu-. 
a lated according to the provisional institutions specified in article 119 of the charter, | 
; will-be Vefik Effendi, the uprightness and loyalty of whose character, as well as his 
i capacity for directing parliamentary debates, are universally acknowledged. ~ 
7 The ex-minister of commerce, Halim Pasha, is named member of the Senate, and the 
i ex-councilor of the grand vizier, Said Effendi, will become a member of the council of. 
3 state. ; oe oo coe 
i We are anxious that our orders should immediately be put in practice, and that | 

: every one should labor without ceasing to fulfill the laws of the constitution. You are. 
| oe required to put in force all the reforins which circumstances may render necessary, 

; and you are called upon to submit to our high approbation all the decisions regarding 
5 - the same. yen ak pis oo, - be as 
; May the Most High condescend to grant success to our efforts. Co ee 

E | - a -  [Inclosure 4 in No. 130.] - - | 

| . MIDHAT PASHA, _ 
= : . . : I 

: We take from the Pall Mall Gazette the following brief summary of the portrait of | 
4 Midhat Pasha, given in the Journal des Débats by “Ionotus”,a writer whohas written | 
‘ SO several remarkable political sketches: = _ 7 OC 
j ‘“‘Tonotus” says of the ex-grand vizier: He brings to the Eastern question anew —s, 
5 and unforeseen element—that of the revolution. Theold empire has been reanimated 
; . with the aid of arsenic, that medicament which saves or kills in certain maladies. — 
i / The work is too grandiose for the portrait of the workman not to beinteresting. Midhat | 
7 Pasha was born at Constantinople in 1822; his father was a high functionary. Thereisa 
: legend of, Midhat in his youth having been chained to the corpse of a faithless spouse and 4 
' _ flung into a ravine, but this is doubtful. What is true is that Stefanaki Bey, looking 
‘ over the papers of his father, found the following. note: “ Midhat, secretary of the - 
: grand council, will lead Turkey far and go far himself.” It is said that women are 
q wanting in Turkish history; but this is an error. The Turkish woman, nothing as i 
3 wife and sister, plays a prominent part as mother. The mother and son, until he is | 
i; twelve years old, are imprisoned together. The Turk is doubly the son of his mother, 
5 Now, the mother of Midhat was an Albanian, and he has the defects and the qualities oo | 
; of the mountain race of Albania. He is energetic and violent. He is vindictive and | 
i honest. His temperament is that of a wild mountaineer and a fine gentleman. His = 

7 defects have become almost virtues. His father was a Turk, lulled in Oriental slum- 
d ber. His mother was as beautiful and lively as a Circassian. Ateighteen yearsofage 

Midghat entered into the “ translating office” of the Sublime Porte, which is the nurs- ol



.. <- ery of Turkish statesmen. At nineteen he went to Syria as secretary to Faik Effendi. | 
_ .Midkat afterward became secretary of the grand council, and rose in position. Hewas | 

_.. made governor of the vilayet of the Danube, and*he set up asareformer. Hoisone ©. & 
of the men upon whom “‘ Young Turkey,” whose views have never been clearly de- | OE 
fined, but which are essentially revolutionary, counts. The principal members of the.  =—=-—.—~—s:-. &F 

| . “Young Turkey” party were soon condemned to death or exiled. Midhat was after- . , 
—. - ward named governor of Bagdad, and increased his reputation. The grand vizier was. . § 
__.. alarmed, and recalled him. He was.next appointed governor of Adrianople,and before. = 

: _ starting for that place demanded an andience with the Sultan. There he spoke re- ©. = 
-  spectfully but firmly to Abdul Aziz. The Sultan listened without uttering a word,and | 

then said, ‘‘ You are grand vizier.” This greatly astonished poor Mahmoud Nedin. Un- its 
fortunately, three months afterward the Sultan rejected the constitution which Midhat = =. | 

_ presented. Midhat fell, and then began to conspire with England, with the Ulemas, oe | 
_ with the Sheik-ul-Islam, and, it is said, even with Russia. Midhat represents a great, = 

patriotic idea. After the abdication of Abdul Aziz some one said, “Thank God, itis | 
“finished”; but Midhat replied, ‘It has only commenced.” The grand vizier is the | 
_- impersonification of what is most elevated in the Turk, as Count Cavour and Prince So 

-. Bismarck of what is most elevated in the Italian and the German. On December 19, = 
~.. 1876, Abdul Hamid made Midhat Pasha grand vizier. The “Young Turkey” party = 

already finds him too monarchical. But no one is better than a conspirator who has __ Od 
-  gueceeded, to stifle conspiracies. He has given offices to the revolutionary party, = I 

_ which is the true way of putting them under restraint. And then Midhat invented — 
the famous adage, which is the résumé of his life and his work, “Religion isthelove #8  ——‘f 

_ of country.” He created a Mussulman-Christian empire. Thisis the first word of his . = § 
|. constitution, which is a sonorous variation on the patriotic chord. By means of the | , 

- constitution Christians vote against foreign Christians; the cross and the crescent are. oa q 
_. placed together on the same banner. Rome forgets her secular quarrel with her-- -  ~—s—‘ J 
-. -younger sister, Constantinople; Catholics of all countries pray for Midhat. Thisman - 

_. arrested the holy’ war which would have crushed his country; he invented a purely 
national war. The. patriarchs are with him. Turkey, if she triumphs, will sing a: _ . | 

| . Mussulman and Christian ‘‘Te Deum”; and should she expire, a.crescent and a cross. ne 
_ will be placed over her grave. When Midhat prays, what does he pray for, this grand | 

vizier of the new empire?’ Midhat is a good Mussulman, and speaks with the greatest. man 
respect of Christianity. He likes France, but desires to do otherwise than we have. ©. 

-. done. . He spéaks French, like every well-educated Turk at Stamboul. Heisaman. = © 
- of eloquence, but theatrical in manner, and to Oriental imagery joins the vigor of the. —. a 

West. One might say that the grand vizier has put out the lights on the stage where. — re 
| he performs. Everything is in confusion. History has been turned topsy-turvy,as a  - 7 

table covered with papers when the wind rushes suddenly in. Midhat Pasha,responsi- = © 
_ ble as an English minister, represents rather the Turkish people than the Sultan, | 
Mohammed copied our Gospels; Midhat copies our Revolution. As 4 

a oo : Does oe | cee ry aH 

Poe ~ Inelosure 5 in No. 130.].* perenne ere 4 

— -.  [Extracts from various journals on the fallof Midhat'Pasha.] 8 89°. 0... | 

Bn  MEEDHAT PASHAL | 
_. The intercourse between His Majesty the Sultan and the ex-grand vizier, on the — | 
-. oecasion of his highness’s dismissal, was not personal. Midhat Pasha did not seethe ==. -.—~*& 

_ » Sultan, but His Majesty communicated with him through Said Pasha, marshal ofthe = = = =. 
|. palace. On the documents which indicated his connection with the plot being exhib- =. sd 

ited to him, Midhat Pasha exclaimed, “I am the victim of a Russian plot.” The police .. | | 
-. department. is now engaged in a thorough investigation of the matter. Meanwhile oe E 

_ Midhat Pasha travels in Europe. He is not under sentence of exile, and his temporary §8 © § 
; banishment has-no penal character. It was adopted as a prudential measure, justified = | 
; by ie circumstances as. well as by the constitution itself, article 113 of which ordains _ me . 

- asfollows: 002 ONE - By eG 
“His Majesty the Sultan has the exclusive power of expelling from the territory of a 

the empire those who, upon trustworthy information received by the police, arefound | os 
_ to be causing injury to the safety of the;state” | | 

It is impossible to form, any notion at present of the extent to which Midhat Pasha _ : 
_ was involved in ‘the plot discovered by the minister of police; but the investigation | 
now in. progress, and the’ examination. which Shefket Pasha, Kemel Bey, Shefket __ | _. Bey, and others will undergo, will reveal the true state of the case. Midhat Pasha’s §=§8=—S—~CSs«SE 

__ friends pronounce him incapable of conceiving any such design, but think it possible == sf 
that, without directly seeking the results aimed at. by the conspiracy,he may have - ——_=séd& 

_. favored and encouraged views and ideas tending to produce those regults,and mayin. . 
j_« this manner have helped to give consistency to the project. | Be &— 

Po BO RR | a | a
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Po CHANGE OF GRAND VIZIER, ee ee 

{ ‘The following is a copy of the telegram sent by Safvet Pasha, minister-of foreign = 
‘ee gros, to the representatives of the Porte at foreign courts, dated the 6th February, = 

j _ & Midhat Pasha, having been relieved of his. post of grand vizier, in consequence of 

; proceedings on bis part calculated to shake public confidence, has also received orders 

i to quit Ottoman territory, in virtue of article 113 of the constitution. | ee 

_. . ®Phis change implies no modification whatever in the intention of the sovereign will 

' oo to alter the constitution or the policy of the imperial government. His Majesty,the 
i ‘Sultan, by his imperial hatt of yesterday, prescribes. anew the carrying out and rigor- 

ous.application of all the liberal reforms inangurated by the constitution. oe 
i _ . Tn announcing this information to your excellency, you are enjoined tocommunicate 

i a the, same to the minister of foreign affairs of the government to which you are accord- — 

a ee ee on  No.821. 0° 2 a 

} oo a | Mr. Maynard to Mr. Evarts.  - - | | 

a No. 144.] -LEGATION OF THE UNITED SLATES, ! 
{| Co Constantinople, April 7, 1877. (Received May 14.) 

i °° $reg: The new constitution for Turkey proclaimed the 23d of Decem- | 

|. per last (see my dispatch, No. 113, dated December 26, 1876), has made | 

| __. guch progress that the General Assembly, a legislative body contemplated 
i spy it, has convened and commenced deliberations. _ Se | 

i; “fhe opening was announced for the 19th of March by an invitation 

iB -- from the Sublime Porte, of which a copy is inclosed, As a spectacle | 

| -—s the. ceremony was grand. The palace stands on the European shore of 
| - —s« the Bosporus, just opposite the Seraglio, and is the same occupied bythe | 
: - Jate Abdul Aziz and Murad V. The hall of the throne is lofty and very | 

i zich in its architecture, and. capable of holding on the floor at least one 
: thousand persons. On this occasion there were five hundred or more. | 

: : present, two hundred of whom probably were soldiers of the imperial — | 

Po guaran | 
i» " - Tn front of the throne stood the members of the two houses, the Sen- 

| | ate on the right and the Delegates on the left, strips of carpets laid on _ / 

the polished floor for the accommodation. At the right were ranged — 

, the grand vizier and the ministers; at the left the Sheikh-ul-Islam and. 

Zz . the Ulemas, or doctors of theology and law. All present were in high _ 

} - costume, except the delegates, the chosen of the people, who wore the —— 

io ordinary dress. © ae I ee: 

i;  -.-——s Phe Sultan entered by a side door, bearing his address in manuseript, 

| which, after mutual salaams, he delivered to the grand vizier, who gave 
i; it to an. under-secretary to be read. During the reading, which occu- 

| | pied perhaps thirty minutes, the Sultan and all present remained stand- 

{| ing. At the close, the Sultan retired with renewed salaams, and the ~ 

|  -agsembly dissolved. The address was translated officially from the | 

i;  urkish into the French and published. . Linclose a copy with an Eng- 

i. lish version; also some articles from the press, descriptive of the affair. 
2 Phe senators are appointed by the Sultan, and for life; their number 

| net to exceed one-third the number of deputies. The number.at pres- | 

| ent is thirty-two, twenty-four. mussulmans and eight non-mussulmans. 

ij __.- ‘fhe deputies number one hundred and four. The president of the dep- 

i. - uties, appointed by the Sultan, is Ahmed Vefik Pasha, reputed to bethe 
_ . most learned of the Osmanlis. (See the imperial hatt, inclosed with my |
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dispatch No. 130, dated February 10, 1877.) By article 53 of the con- \ —s J 
stitution, all bills must originate with the ministry. The inclosed ex- = I _ tract from one of the journals gives a list of those already contem- Pd 
plated and various other information pertinent to this novel organiza- — “EAS: 
tion. Up to this time the deliberations of the two houses have been | 
chiefly directed to a reply to the address from the throne, which, though _ ay 
completed and presented. to. His Majesty the Sultan, has not, I think, me 

_ ‘been published. eee ee SC Se re 
.  . Lo-day I have attended for the first time the session of the House of = = =—=—s J 

_ Deputies. The Turkish is the official language, and, as I was unaccom-— | 
panied by a dragoman, the proceedings were unintelligible. Decorum ~~ f[ 

_. and order prevailed and strict attention was observed... The discussions | 
were marked by brevity and apparent point. The arrangements forthe =  { 

_ accommodation of the members are analogous to those of the old hall 4 
_ of our House of Representatives. Such a body is a great innovation = f 

upon. the traditionary usages of this government. I shall watch the Hes 
| experiment with great interest. I have not yet attended the sessions of nod 

—  Thave, 8, I  ORACE MAYNARD. 

po - ey A : - "~ [Tnclosure 1 in No. 144,—Translation.]_ wo o a oo Te a | 

Pe ; Note of invitation from the ministry of foreign affairs to the United States legation. oT 

| Be - SUBLIME: Ports, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ODUM gece! 
| ee 7 : ee : oo Mareh 18, 1877, a 
__ The minister of foreign affairs has the honor. to inform the minister resident of the == 

- ‘United States of America that His Imperial Majesty the Sultan will open the cham- _ es 
bers to-morrew, Monday, at seven o’clock, Turkish time, in the hall of the throne at. - a 

|. the palace of Dolma-Baghtché. - ALN ce ad De - ee 
|. Reserved places are put atthe disposal of the heads of missions who desire to witness, | - &- 

in fall dress, this ceremony, with their first secretaries and first dragomans. ae | 

— | Address of His Imperial Majesty. the Sultan, at the opening of the first session of the Otto- 7 ee 
OTe fn man Parliament, the Ath of Rebi-ul-ewel, 1294, 7, (19) March, 1877. a aa J 

| Sewarors AND Deputies: It is with the greatest satisfaction that Iopen-the Par- — 
- liament of my empire, which meets to-day for the first time. You all know that the SE 

_. development of the greatness and strength of states, as well as of people, dependsupon |... 
. justice. My imperial government has derived, from the beginning, its strength and in- = 8 | 
fluence in the world from the regard it has shown to justice, both inthe administra- — | ; 
tion of the state and the rights and interests of all classes of its subjects. ss i ai tt té‘::étsé*@S 

a One of my ancestors, Sultan Mehnud, the Conqueror, of glorious memory, granted eee sh 
| certain immunities to secure individual liberty, the freedom of conscience and wor- | . & 
_. Ship. Following his example, my august predecessor never permitted any restraint to Jess 

_ be placed upon the freedom of conscience and worship. Itis indisputable thatitis § =. & 
by a natural consequence of this same principle of high justice that our different pop-  E 
ulations could preserve for six centuries their national character their language, and.  «; 

-. theirreligion, 2) 007. Lot Spies) ih eg So a SA AD ces | 
-_It-is by favor of -the respect which then surrounded justice and. the application of oe 
the laws that the wealth and prosperity of the state and of the nation had received so | 

/. remarkable a development; but at length the provisions-of the skéri and the estab- = &§ 
dished laws being no longer observed, the course of progress abated and the first oe : 

- . Strength turned into weakness. = = uk Sie oo EBS a E 
But my grandfather, Sultan Mahmoud, of happy memory, having dispelled the dis- — oe 

_ order, the real cause of the weakness with which the state was afflicted for a long =  &£§ 
_ time, and averted the crisis provoked by the revolt of the janissaries, delivered the — oe
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a | state and the nation from the bonds which hindered their scope, and he first opened 
i _ the way to the introduction into our country of the civilization of modern Europe. __ 
: _. My illustrious father, the late Sultan Abdul-Medjid, following this noble example, 
i... promulgated the Tanzimat, which guarantees the: life, the property, and the honorof 
| eur subjects. Since then the commercial and agricultural resources of our empire 
{ - "have developed, the revenues of the state have in a little time considerably increased, - 
i Jaws and regulations have been elaborated to favor the ameliorations, and finally the | | 
i - dntroduction into arts and sciences has acquired a remarkable extension. = | 
; -. The first attempts at reforms and internal security of the state were leading tothe = = 
i- - ‘hope of a futare of progress and prosperity for the empire ; but unhappily the Crimean | 

1 os war broke ont and arrested the efforts which were tending toward the amelioration of 
, _ the condition of the empire and its inhabitants. Untilthen our imperial treasury had 
1 "never contracted a foreign debt, but in view of the impossibility of meeting the urgent — 
i expenses of the war from our own revenues, it was necessary to resort to foreign loans. 

ia : It is in this manner that the way to loans has been opened. It is true that the great. 
eee allied powers, recognizing the justice of our cause, tendered us a complete and effica- a 

i; . cious concurrence which will be accounted a grand page in the annals of history, and =. 
i. thanks to which a treaty of peace has been concluded which places the integrity and — 
| . Independence of our empire under the guarantee of the European powers. It wasthen = 
:. _. permitted to believe that that place would assure in the future the time and means of | : 
+ re-establishing our internal affairs, of making. the country surely enter upon the road = 
; of progress. De re a 
i. | . Unhappily, the events which succeeded brought abouta result the reverse of that = 
i ~ which would be expected; intrigues and blameworthy. excitements, by creating suc- | 
i -- gessive internal embarrassments, not only have prevented us from devoting ourselves 

ta to the reorganization and reform of the. state, but also have placed us under the ne- oS 
; ".--. gessity of each year mobilizing extraordinary army corps, and of keeping in active ser- 
| - -vice an important part of the valid population of the country. The development of | 
; our commerce and agriculture has been trammeled. In spite of so many difficulties 
i °.... and hinderances the moral and material progress, however, has not stopped. -The con- . 
Pee stant intrease of the revenues of the state for twenty years is a proof of the improve, | 

q | ment which has not ceased to operate in the condition of the country and the welfare | 
{ - _ of the populations. - oo _ a ee | 
i Although our present troubles proceed from the circumstances which have just been 

ee enumerated, still it would have been possible to:sensibly diminish their import, and to 
an _ preserve the credit of ‘the state, if, in the administration of the finances, the principles 

i - of .a rigid honesty had been maintained.. But.the measures which were taken at that = 
i. time, with a view, apparently, to improve the finances, could only augment the gravity = 
: of the situation for the moment, as, without regarding the future, the only care was. : 
{ to procure momentaryrelief§. ge Ee 
i. .  ° The continuance of these difficulties, added to the necessity of providing ourselves 
| ..-  . °° -with new war material and an iron-clad fleet, which have become the principal ele- 

1 7 ments of the military power of states,.and besides the non-observance of the rulesof = 

: = - ggonomy which ought to regulate the budget of receipts and expenses, have gradually 7 

i: | - introduced disorder in our finances, have increased-our debts, and finally have brought — 

an us to the state of extreme embarrassment in which we find ourselves to-day. | 
fo - Meanwhile, under the influence of intrigues and subversive practices, there were = 

;- - brought forth in the Herzegovina events which speedily assumed most considerable 

_ . proportions. | ] oe ae - 7. 
ZZ : Hostilities with Servia and Montenegro suddenly-broke out, and serious complications 

| . .. arose in the political world. It is at the moment when this crisis attained its greatest 

i | intensity that, by the will of the Most High, I have been called to occupy the throne 

{ of my august ancestors. Be 7 ee 7” 

7 ‘The difficulties and dangers which our general situation presents cannot be com- = 

, _ pared to any other crisis my empire has sustained up to this time. Ihave been obliged, | 

| ee in the first place, in order to guard the rights of the empire, to increase the effective - | 

; | force of my armies at different points, and.to cail to arms 700,000 combatants. Then 

to I considered it my duty to search for the means of a fundamental reform, to put an . 
| a end, with the aid of God, to the disorder of the situation, and also to so guarantee our oa 

i. |. future in a permanent manner. — 7 a Ho 

Poo -.-_[t is evident, by reason of the resources which Providence has given to ourcountry, 
: and of the aptitude of my subjects, that a good administration would permit us ina’. 

/ little time to make considerable progress.’ If we have not reached the level of the = 

i: progress of the civilized world, we should look for the cause in the instability of the | 

: institutions necéssary to the state, and in the laws.and regulations which result from it, =| 

de which instability proceeded wholly from the fact that it was the work of an absolute. 
i government, which disowned the salutary principle of common deliberation. — a 

: -. The progress obtained by civilized states, the security and the prosperity they enjoy, 4 

7 oS are the fruit of the participation of all in the establishment of laws and in the admin- 

i --——- igtration of public affairs... I thought it necessary to seek for us also in thismannerthe —
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means of attaining progress by giving the general suffrage of the country for a base : og 
-. ¢o our system of legislation, and it is to:this end that I-have promulgated the consti- = 8  — fj 

pation. | | | 
By the creation of these new institutions, my object has been not so much to invite SE 

_.- the populations to assist in the general conduct of affairs as to make these institutions _ | 
' _gerve asa powerful instrument for reform in the administration, and for the uprooting oe 

_ of abuses and arbitrary practices. © 9 Ee ae es 
_. Independently of the advantages inherent in it, the constitution is intended tolay — oo | 

_. the foundations of fraternity and union among my. people, and to open also the way to of 
__- prosperity to be equally shared by all.” ce Be 
..... . My illustrious ancestors won great victories which united under their scepter the 

“various populations which inhabit this vast empire. It. remained, however, to rally | 
the people, so different in their creeds and nationalities, under a law unique in the © | 

-- gentiment of a like existence. Divine Providence, in its inexhaustible bounty, has El 
— willed that.this work should be accomplished. = ee Be ps 4 

a Hereafter all my subjects, having become children of the same country, and being 7 | 
under the tutelary protection of one law, will be called by one name, that name so. oT 

_.° loftily borne by my ancestors for six hundred years, and which has left so manyrecol- ..—_—s\O i 
. lections of glory and grandeur in the annals of history. The Ottoman name, untilthe == ~~ f 
_°. present timé personifying the idea of force and power, will, 1 am convinced, symbolize = =-——s—si—‘é*ér 
.° in the future the maintenance ina single bond of the interests, henceforth identical, of oe a 

all my subjects. 9 cae a 
: _| By inspiring myself with these principles and intentions, I have marked out the way ~ y 

- in which'I am resolved to persevere. I now expect, with your efficient and intelligent = «| 
-. assistance, to receive from a constitution founded upon justice the results for which it Bo 

| ig proper to hope.” 0 en CE 
J have concluded that it was of prime importance, in order to secure the liberty and = i 

.. ‘equality of my subjects, to put an end to arbitrary rule; to place the enactment and ee 
- the application of the laws and the conduct of affairs under the control of the willof a 

| .° the country, and, in short, to the rules of our administrative system to join the consti- = 
tational and deliberative principle. = 2 BE 4S 

_-. Tn order to realize my most cherished wishes on this subject, I have determined on. | 
the meeting of a parliament, made up of a senate and house of deputies. === 

D - Itis incumbent upon you at the present time to faithfully and righteously perform = = J 
the legislative duties intrusted to your patriotism. In this task you should not-allow | | 

| . yourselves to be influenced by any personal consideration, and in the faithful execution _ 
_ of your labors you should not have in view anything but the safety and well-being of os 
‘the state and of the country. .The improvements needed to-day and the administrative — | 

- reforms expected from every side are of the highest importance. The gradual applica- 
{ tion of these measures depends upon the harmony which will prevail among you. On . . 
po the other hand, the council of state is occupied with elaborating projects of law which , 
| —.: will be submitted to you. : | os Oo | oo oo 

- During the present session your attention will be occupied with the scheme for —— | 
' the internal regulation of the chamber, the electoral law, the general law relating to | 

[ the vilayets and the communal administration, the municipal law, the code of civil. — SE 
_. procedure, the laws relating to the reorganization of the tribunals, to the manner of | dT 

' - promoting and pensioning judges, to the functions, and the right to pensions, ofallpublic . —— ff 
- ‘gervants in general, with the law: of the press, with the exchequer, and finally with the . . — f 
-. law on the budget. I especially desire that these different laws should be successively _ os | 

| gtudied, discussed, and deliberated... 0 po oe } 
. + You will be urgently occupied with the reorganization of the tribunals, the only safe- _ _ 
guard of individual rights, and the formation of a corps of gendarmery. This twofold = | & 
object can only be attained by thé increase of the amount of the special allowance. © =  .— & 

ce Then, as you will perceive by the budget submitted to the chamber, our finances are OE 
-  -in an extremely embarrassing condition. CA I See : fo 

I suggest that you apply yourselves first of all to the adoption in common of measures . ——sdédE 
 guitable for warding off the difficulty of the situation, and for re-establishing the state . | 

|. credit, always careful at the same time to take measures proper to secure the funds = a 
- . required by the urgent reforms,” = = = eg 

_. One of the greatest needs of my empire ard of my subjects is the development of = —<‘(<issé~*@r 
agriculture and industry. This result, so indispensable to the progress of civilization .— 7 

_. and the increase of wealth, is closely united to the development of science and public .  . | & 
- . instruction, _ oe rn , : 

-" Schemes of law, having in view the improvement of scholastic institutions and the Og 
- adoption of a fixed course of study, will be submitted to you at your next session. - = |. & 

-, -. As to what regards the proper application of the before-mentioned laws, as well: as. = } 
| those which it will. be necessary to provide later, the utmost importance should attach = | 
|. to the choice of State officials. .My ministers will. devote the greatest care, and at the 
i #ame time will personally superintend the putting into effect, of the system of rewards. LE 
;  _-— and encouragements that the constitution has established in favor of worthy employés. ae
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Po. _ . Since the day of my accession, penetrated with this truth, I have decided to found, 
; ab my own expense,.a school destined in future to furnish the personnel of the general 

. administration. Also, as it is said in the regulations of that school, the pupils coming: | 
i - from this establishment may aspire to. the highest administrative and diplomatic posi- | 

tions, and their number will be recruited without distinction of creed from among all — 
i glasses of my subjects, and their promotion will depend upon their attainments. = st 

_. During two years we have had to face internal complications. In this period, notably . 
1 . in the strife with Servia and Montenegro, my faithful subjects have given proofs of — 
2 : - patriotism, and my troops, at the cost of great suffering, have accomplished feats of | 

| courage and valor that I highly appreciate. | ee a | : | 
_In all these events, we have had nothing in view except the defense of our rights. = | 

ae _ The efforts we have-put forth in this regard have resulted in the re-establishment of 
So peace with Servia. The provisions to be adopted by reason of the negotiations under- _ 

i. - taken with Montenegro will be submitted for your examination at your first meeting, . . 
2 . and I strongly recommend you to hasten your deliberations on this subject. = == = 
i. _. | Myrelations with foreign powers are always impressed with that amity and deference 

Oo which constitute a most precious tradition for my empire. _ a | ne 
: _ . «| Her British Majesty’s Government having proposed some months ago to gather a con- 

. ference in my capital, and the other powers having supported the proposed basis, my 
1 Sublime Porte joined this conference. If the meeting did not come to a final under- _ 

, _ standing, we have none the less shown a desire to take precedence in the application —«s-_—© 
3 of the wishes and counsels of the powers, provided they are in conformity with the — 
i; treaties, the rules of international law, the imperious necessities of our situation, and. 
iz our rights. The causes of this non-agreement are to be found rather in the form and : 
i: ' the process of application than in the question itself. 4 
1 _. I highly appreciate the imperious necessity of carrying to a still higher degree of . 

perfection the progress already so considerably. realized, from the origination of the _ 
- — Tanzimat until to-day, in all branches of the administration, and in the general situa- - 

i tion of my empire. All my efforts will be consecrated to this endeavor. However,E.°  — 
consider it one of my chiefest duties to see to it that no prejudice of whatever charac- | 

‘ae ter should be wrought to the dignity and independence of my empire. Time will dem- | 
i , onstrate to all the loyalty and purity of my intentions. oe Oo 
2 - My purpose being to persevere in the maintenance and defense of our rights andin  -_—.—sw™ 
a, _ dependence, I shall in no ease be diverted from it’in my subsequent acts. 8 = ts 

a Both before and after the conference my government has censtantly given proofs of — 2 
7 _ its sincerity and moderation, which Iam pleased to think will contribute to strengthen — | 
; more and. more the bonds of friendship and sympathy which unite us to the great Eu- | 
i - Yopean family. a NE Sah Ure PSP L Ue ee Bn ee teen A 

i _ May the Omnipotent deign to accord success to our common endeavors. oe - 

: | ae .. -fInélesare 3.in No. 144.) ce 7 

; Articles from the press descriptive of the opening of the General Assembly... — ce! 

. oo OPENING OF THE IMPERIAL OTTOMAN PARLIAMENT.--THE SULTAN’S SPEECH. 2 

a: - Yesterday afternoon the Sultan received, at the palace of Dolma-Baghtché, themem- 
: bers of the Turkish Parliament, assembled in Constantinople for the legislative session,.. 
; which opens to-day. oo on ET - - ao. | 
i 7 The ceremony was held in the great reception-hall of the palace, at one end of which’ | 
i | - -was placed the golden throne of the Sultan. On either side of the hall were laid. 4 

i. strips of rich carpet to mark the standing-places of the ministry and other high fune- 
i . tionaries and dignitaries of the Ottoman Empire. In the center of the hall were laid 
i transverse strips.of carpeting, marking the place for the senators on the right and of | 

Zz the deputies on the left, facing His Majesty. Outside the carpet, the imperial men-at- | : 
4... arms formed a line of scarlet'and gold, thrown into relief by a black line of riflemen —-_—-_ | 
] : _. behind. This frame-work was gradually filled up by those who had been bidden to 
! attend the ceremony. The first to enter were the members of the press, to whom a place 
i; . was.allotted in the left transept. On the same side of the hall, nearer the throne, was the ~~ | 

diplomatic quarter, and in front of these two were ranged in line the Sheikh-ul-Islam,. | 
4 with the cazi askers, and ulemas of the highest rank, representing the judicial and’. | 
3 . ecclesiastical body; and behind them stood the generals of division. On therightof | 
7 . the throne, opposite to the foregoing, were ranged the cabinet ministers, members of | 
4 the council of state, under-secretaries of state, and the ecclesiastical chiefs of the — | 
; Christian communities aid Israelites. Before these latter took their places,and as 
i _-. goon as the packing of the left side of the hall was completed, the deputies were ush-. | 
4 ered in with Ahmet Vefik Effendi, president. of the chamber, at their head. Then fol- |
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-. lowed the senators, and, as soon as they had taken their places, the right-hand sideof  —_—sS(i&K 

-. the hall was filled, in the order mentioned above, the grand vizier taking his place oe 

nearest to the throne. © CLS a an oo wo 

Lo At two o’clock precisely the doors of the Sultan’s retiring-room were thrown open, cores 

and, preceded by Kiamil Bey, grand master of the ceremonies, His Majesty took his 

place before the throne, Kiamil Bey standing in.the. bedy of the hall, between the an 

| throne and the deputies. His Majesty was followed. by the Princes Mehemet Resha@ 

‘Effendi and Ahmed Kemaleddin Effendi, Said Pasha, marshal of the palace, Hamdi 

_ Pasha, Serkis Bey Ballian, and other gentlemen of the household, who took their places 

‘behind the throne. On taking his. place the Sultan looked around the room witha |. -§ 

: slight inclination of the head by way of recognition, and then motioned the grand 7 7 

-. vizier to approach and handed to his highness a serell containing the imperial speech. | 

. - This the grand vizier placed in the hands of Said ‘Pasha, the Sultan’s first secretary, 

who, standing on a small separate carpet in advance of the ministers, read the speech. _ CS 

aloud. Thespeech was long, and contained a good deal of historical matter, the follow- | ree 

"ing being the pith and substance of it: . | De ee EV gee ge oe 

‘The speech commenced by declaring that the basis of a good government ought to — | 

- gest upon the reciprocal confidence of the governors and the governed, and upon the = 

|. lear understanding of the respective rights and duties of the state and of the popula- oe 

- tions.. The diminution ef. the strength of the Ottoman Empire has been the-resultof © | 

| the non-observance of the laws. After an enumeration of the reforms introduced by — | 

. Sultan Mahmoud and Sultan Abdul-Medjid, the speech went on to say that the Cri- = : 

: - mean war had diverted the Ottoman Government from its efforts at imternalimprove- = | 

: ment, but that, thanks to the. co-operation of the allied powers, the war ended ina  . = f 

|. ‘:peace which placed the integrity and independence of the Ottoman Empire underthe 

‘guarantee of all Europe. The road to-loans, however, became opened. It was hoped — 

to reap advantage from the peace which followed the Crimean war, but.internalem- 

parrassments, fomented by intrigues, gave. the Turkish Government no respite. Con- 

__-gtantly kept, on the alert, it. was compelled to have recourse to armaments and move- oe 

- ments of troops which withdrew from the laboring population every year a large pro- eee 

portion of its able-bodied men, and occasioned enormous expenses, the upshot beingthe = 

: disorganization of the finances of the state under. the influence of a régime which did - eg. 

‘n6t attach to a proper balance of the budget the importance due to ite pee 

‘Phe insurrection in-the Herzegovina aggravated the situation, and, instead of en- | 

__. deavering to provide for urgent financial necessities, while acknowledging the liabili- a 

. ties of the treasury, the step was taken of arbitrarily reducing the rate of interest-on all ~ ca 

: the component parts of the public debt... Hostilities sapervened with ServiaandMon-  . | 

_tenegro, and it was in the very height of the crisis that: the accession of the present . 

|. Sultan to the throne took place. Convinced that the progress realized in ‘European | 

- gountries is the consequence of. the liberal institutions which govern them, and that = | 

the evils from which Turkey suffers have their source in the system of absolutism, the = = =f 

‘Sultan had, he said, decreed and promulgated the constitution, and -he esteemed him- = ~~ f& 

_. self happy in that day. inaugurating the first session of the Ottoman Parliament. The — a 

Jaws with which the chambers would have to deal this. year would relate to internal = | 

 gegulations, to the election of deputies, tothe organization of the provipeial vilayets and = 

-- eommunes; to the pensions of magistrates and other public functionaries, to the press, = | 

 am@ tothe budget. 7 Se ee ee 

Phe. speech. recommends the deputies to invite to Constantinople representatives of = = sis 

_ the holders of Turkish bonds, and to come to an understanding with them.asto an. | 

arrangement which would be advantageous to their interests, while enabling, at the | 

. same. time, the urgent expenses of the Ottoman treasury tobemet. © ti 

| The Sultan announces the foundation and the maintenance, at his own expense, of , 

a great administrative training-school for future’ public functionaries. He thanks the = = | 

: _ army for all the proofs.of devoted fidelity it has given, announces the restoration of i 

friendly relations with. Servia, and expresses the hope of soon arriving at asatisfac- = § 

tory arrangement with Montenegro. 9° agen bd NEM SB GE 

_. Phe last paragraph of the Sultan’s speech refers. to foreign relations. His Imperial - | 

| - Majesty says that these relations are characterized by that friendship and deference — Pye | 

which constitute for Turkey one of his most. precious traditions. Turkey had accepted = oo 

the conference on the basis proposed. by England. The conference did not.succeed, — . | 

but Turkey showed that it was ready to anticipate in practice the wishes and counsels of ~ 7 | 

. the friendly powers. The proofs of moderation and of sincerity furnished by Turkey -~ § 

_ will have served to bind still more closely the bonds of sympathy and friendship which | 

-* gnite the Ottoman Empire to the great European family of nations. = = = : 

es As soon as the reading of the speech was concluded the heralds shouted “Long live = ; 
the Sultan,” and His Majesty saluted the assembly and withdrew. &| 

. The first'sitting of the Turkish Parliament will take place to-day at the Dar-el-Fou-. = (asti(‘i‘*@r 

-- nouh, with closed doors to arrange preliminaries.. The day on and from which the pub- _ § 
- ie will be admitted to the sittings of both houses will be duly notified,  &§
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i: _ Of the thirty-two members of the senate twenty-four must be classed as Mussulmans _ oe 
, . and eight as non-Mussulmans, The Greek element is represented by four senators, oo! 
a _. namely: Musurus Pasha, Stavraki Bey Logotheti, Marco Pasha, and Kostaki Effendi 

_Antbopoulos. There are two Armenians, Mihran Bey Duz (Catholic Armenians) and _ : 
. |... Dr. Servicen Effendi (Gregorian Armenian). Yorghaki Effendi Stoyanovitch represents — | 

‘ee the Bulgarian element, and Davitchon Effendi the Israelites. The oldest on the pres- 
ent roll of senators are Mustapha Nouri Pasha, ‘Samih Pasha, and Halim Pasha, ex-  - 

. . tnushir of Arabistan. og SI SEs SORES a er . : | 

: SO ee FInelosure 4 in No. 144.) 0. oO . 

‘ae oe _. {From the Daily Levant Herald of Tuesday, March 20, 1877.) oo. oo | 

; _ Yesterday witnessed an imposing state ceremony, which must be regarded as the — | 
| ‘solemn ratification in the face of the world of the great charter of the constitution, | 
i; His Majesty the Sultan for the first time appeared in state as a constitutional mon-- . 
i arch. The senators and the deputies, gathered together from all parts of the empire, 
i. . were welcomed in the imperial palace, and, in. an able and pertinent discourse, were 
|... invited solemnly to enter upon the great duties appertaining to their office. The cere- 7 
Poo mony was imposing ; everything that could render it so was abundantly lavished, and 
i in the presence of an inauguration so stately and so solemn the deputies will feel that = 
‘ee at least the sovereign is profoundly impressed with the greatness of their mission. — oe 

Everything that could lend dignity and importance to their entrance upon their du- : 
; . _ ties'was gathered together yesterday in the great. hall of Dolma-Baghtché. In that oy 
‘ ee great hall, in-itself.a symbol and: reminiscence of the absolutism of the past, the | 

_. .. Sultan, who has made a free gift of the new constitution to his people, stood, and wel- 
7 coming the first Ottoman Parliament, declared in an exhaustive speech the constitu-: 

-  ,  -tionalism of the future. The exclusivism and mystery of the palace were swept away :. _ 
j / _ the sovereign gatheied his people about him in his own dwelling-house and had them 
; told in his own eloquent and well-considered words what were his wishes and aspira- = 
im tions. | — PE see BS a 

_ ‘The speech was longer and more elaborate than are usually the parliamentary dis- _ : 
i. courses of sovereigns, and much of it was devoted to historical statement. This was | 

i; - dictated by the fact that the constitutional assembly has no antecedents, and it was 
i =. ~~ necessary therefore to lay down for-it the political:data upon which it was to take 
| _ itsstart. The speech points out that the basis of good administration consists ina = 
i : ‘reciprocity of confidence between the governing and. the governed, and in the regula- a 
; tion of the rights and duties between the state and the people. The state thus ac- 

- knowledges its duties toward the people, an d, confident in their recognition of their = 
.  . . duties toward the state, summons them to assemble’in order to take intimate counsel : 
— _ with the executive power with the object of securing the efficient performance of the. | 

i; ‘one duty as of the other. The Sultan has.done his part in this first stage of the new 
a - constitutional régime. Deputies cannot fail to be impressed with the solemnity of = 

; ~~: their reception and with the vast importance that the sovereign attaches to their de- == 
_.°. liberations. It now remains with the deputies to’ do their work, andif they doit as = 

oo they ought, the work of regeneration which all friends of the empire soardently desire = 
- - -will go on gradually, steadily, surely.. a Se | 

Te _ But to. this end, what is it that is to be hoped of the deputies? First of all, : 
i: _ the most undisguised sincerity and the most: perfect truthfulness. Not that factious .  __ 
| _' opposition which only embarrasses those upon whom depends the working of the 4 
i; _ great machine of government, but perfect honesty in dealing with the questions 
| ~~ which come before the chamber, frank and fearless expression of opinion on all things. 
a a The deputies must remember that they are beginning, not finishing, a great work; —e 

: ‘that, like all beginnings, the difficulties are very great ; that evils are not to be reme- | 
1 -. . died by superficial treatment; but that they must be attacked at the root. They must, _ 
1.  first-of all, rally to their aid that perfect and patriotic confidence which the noble resist- ! 
, 7 _ance of the empire to all the dangers of the past year is calculated to awaken. ‘They | 
; ~~, must be imbued with the conviction that the Turkish Empire is really greatand strong, = 
' and has only by artificial means become weak. To convince themselves of this, they —~ | 
, need only weigh carefully the facts. A bankrupt country, made bankrupt by the od 
{ stroke of a misguided pen, sapped by intrigues, harrassed by insurrections, assailed on 
{ all sides, deserted: by friends, and yet amid all these crushing difficulties able to put © 

more than half a million men in the field; able to hold its own against the united — 
{. __» diplomacy of Europe; exhibiting all the while to the world a people docile and pa-- ot 
1 tient beyond all example, and a soldiery devoted and enduring beyond all praise. Opt —~ | 
i  . __, of these dacts should come not an arrogant Chauvinism, but a patriotism inextinguish- 
i able, and an undaunted confidence. In the facts we cite, the proof lies before the | 
i _ chamber that tke country possesses every element that a country. needs ih order to be |



oe rr TURKISH EMPIRE. =. ~~ §69 : 

_ - great and powerful. The chamber is asked to aid a well-disposed sovereign so to - ; 

' employ all these advantages as..to, realize that, potentiality: of greatness. Deputies, =  — f 
then, study well your work. Look at the world-wide distinction to which honest and = ==—s&Y 

_.- patriotic representatives of their nations have attained in other countries. Vie with | oe 
: each other in honesty and. steadfastness of purpose. Let no difficulties dismay you. a 

Other countries have passed triumphantly through worse dangers than those which | 
-- menace yours. Be true to your country, true to your opinions, loyal to the sovereign = ~— 
-. who-has called you to his aid, and rest strong in the assurance that, ina yearortwo,. = |= § 

--. notwithstanding the present depression, your country may and will, if you do your 
duty, hold upits head among the greatest. __ a Bo on TS 4g 

Po os fInclosure5 with No. M44) 00000 a — 

oo - | [Extract from a public journal giving a scheme of legislation] = | 9 3 . § 

poe THE TURKISH PARLIAMENT AND THE NEW LAWS. an Ds ea dd 

|. The opening of the first Turkish Parliament under the new constitution is fixed for ey 
_ the 1st of. March, old style (March 13), and active preparations are in progress for the __ a 

- event. The edifice which was formerly the seat of the old Turkish University in Stam- om #f 
~-- -poul, the “ Dar-el-Founoun,” near. the mausoleum of Sultan Mahmoud, is to be trans- | | 

| formed into the new houses of Parliament. The staffs of the ministers of commerce OE 
and of public works, by whom the premises have been for some time past occupied, have : , 

—. found other quarters, and ‘all necessary alterations are being made to fit the building == . | 
for the debating-halls 4nd committee-rooms of the new Ottoman legislature—Senateand = § 
Chamberof Deputies... a ao an 

The various bills or projects of law, organic and incidental, specified in the constitu- | 
tion as requiring to be submitted for the consideration of Parliament when it meets are oo | 

|. being framed by.a special commission ad hoc, appointed in pursuance of the Sultan’s hatt,. og 
and divided into various. subcommissions, the.members of which are all public func- | 

- . -tionaries of mark, and. many of them possessed .of special knowledge on the various = 
subjects treated of. The general commission has already prepared draughtsofalawon = =. 

. the right of search on the part.of the police and their power of entry into domiciles.. Ones 
_ _ These draughts are being considered and revised by a subcommission, which meets fre- 

? _ quently, under the presidency of Djevdet Pasha, the new minister of the interior, some-. ae | 
| times at the council of state in the day-time, and sometimes of an evening at his excel- . a 

| - - leney’s own house. The revision of the new law of the press has been completed,and = = 
the final draught of the bill has been submitted to the tanzimat-dairessi or law depart-. yn 

| . ment of the council of state. The police law, when framed, will be similarly submit- ~~ . | 
ted to the same department. Other laws are being prepared by specialsubcommissions =—sO 

' under the presidency, respectively, of Server Pasha, minister of public works, and. Oo pats | 
. Kadri Pasha, the new president of ‘the councilof state. = a a 

The committee engaged in drawing up the Mudidjie, or the new Ottoman civilcode, = 
‘has already prepared its code of civil procedure. Weare assured that the draughting — a 
of the following bills or projects of law is nearly completed: 

' -.. 1, The regulations for governing the proceedings of. Parliament. oe ee 
... , 2. The electoral law, to come into operation next year oe ee | | 

-. «3. The law for the reorganization of the provinces on the principle of decentraliza- oe | 
tion, co re ee | ee 

| 4, The law on provincial councils. ae ee oe E 
5. The law on communal administration. © oo a RE a 

 - 6.-The municipal law. Poe ood 
- 7, The law on the reorganization of the police. = 3. ©. ee eee 

8. The law on the establishment.of the budget. = ES eb 
| When the framing of these laws shall have been definitely completed, consideration = | 
.. will be given to the preparation of-—+= = —s es rr | 

J, A-code of criminal procedure. © = =. oo . oo oo 
| 2, 3, and 4. Laws relative to the judicial bench and the magistracy, the reorganiza- 

tion of the tribunals, and the institution of procuréurs généraux (procurators fiscal). Se 
| § A law regulating the tenure of office and removability of public functionaries. == ..- f 

eet A law defining the powers and responsibilities of the various public departments, — | 

_ It appears clear, therefore, that if any considerable proportion of these measures be - SE 
in, readiness a month hence, the new Turkish Parliament will not lack matter for con- = | 

i; _— sideration on assembling in the “ Dar-el-Founoun” on the 13th of March.. | ee _&-



i 570 —~——=<“a ROREIGN RELATIONS. 2 2 2 ———s—i—s 

i SN BBB 

Pa : Mr. Maynard to Mr. Evarts. Ce 

|.  Noe.147.)  .  \LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Po Constantinople, April 25, 1877. (Received June 15.) 

‘ee $m: Recurring to my dispatch, No. 126, dated January 30,1877, it © 
is seen that the political relations between the Sublime Porte and the  _~ 

a | ‘guaranteeing powers, parties to the treaty of Paris, are brought down | 
i to the dissolution of the conference and the subsequent departure of the | 

--- geveral plenipotentiaries. As I- then anticipated, the proceedings of | 
| the conference were laid before the Britisb Parhament, and form adoc- 
i ument, or blue-book, as they call it, of 380 pages. A copy may be pro- | 
i  .. ° eured from England at a trifling expense, and it is probably the most | 
| _.. gatisfactory attainable account of that remarkable diplomatic conclave. 
{ It was the Ottoman Empire on trial at the bar of civilization, and the =| 
oe result is the unanimous judgment. of Christendom. That Turkey re- = | 

i | fuses to accept it, makes it no less a judgment, although it opens the > ! 
t . question whether it is practicable or possible to enforce it. ~ . oo 
1 ve After the close of the conference, the Sublime Porte set about nego- | 
i tiating peace with the revolted provinces of Servia and Montenegro. | 
| - - An armistice was agreed upon in the autumn, which from time to time 
| had been prolonged, and still continued. With Servia, which had been 
|. seriously worsted in the conflict, terms were soon arranged, substan- | 

aa _ tially upon the statw quo basis; and the former quasi-diplomatic rela- = 
Z tions have been renewed by a decree of Prince Milan re-establishing | 
, the political agency of his government at Constantinople. _ ne 
} Montenegro, on the other hand, thought, and quite naturally, thather = 
1 military successes entitled her to make demands. Accordingly, her del- = 

| - egates were instructed to insist upon an extension of her boundaries so > 
| as to include the strong post of Niksiteh, and also a harbor on the Ad- 

{ _ -riatie convenient for her commerce. These demands were notadmitted 
a by the Sublime Porte, and were gradually reduced to the singleand 

| apparently not unreasonable condition of a. harbor, however Incommo- = 
| -- dious, by which her isolated mountains might communicate with the — 
; outside world. This condition was also rejected. The negotiations were 

oe broken off, the armistice expired and was not renewed, and hostilities 
1. ‘were recommenced. It has been intimated that foreign powers inter- | 
( | vened on the one side or the other, notably Russia on that of Montene- . | 
i gro, to defeat the negotiations. I am aware of no evidence to support 
| | this hypothesis, and the result would be easily explained and accounted sy. 
i . for -by the theory of an irreconcilable difference between the two parties 
|.  —~=themselves. — Co | 7 ce 
i The great powers, meanwhile, were not inactive. A correspondence . | 
| ensued, very largely through General Ignatieff, lately Russian ambas- | 
| _sador near the Sublime Porte, as intermediary, which resulted ina pro- | 
1 © tocol signed at London March 31, 1877, a copy of which, with a transla- | 
| - tion, is inclosed. At the time of signature certain qualifying declara- _— . 
i: tions were made and annexed to the minutes severally by the Karl of | 

‘Derby on the part of Great Britain, by Count Schouvaloff on the part = 
j of Russia, and by General Count de Menabrea on the part of Italy. 

ma The protocol was at once communicated to the Sublime Porte. The | 
ia manner in which it was received can be best. explained by a dispatch | 

i _ bearing date April 9,.1877, from his excellency Safvet Pasha, the impe-_ : 
1 vial minister of foreign affairs, and addressed telegraphically to each of | 
foo the Ottoman ambassadors near the great friendly powers. Acopy, with |



oe  ORKISH EMPIRE, 200000 Ot | 

- atranslation, is annexed. The pathetic, almost despairing, tone of this J 
| dispatch no doubt diseloses the real sentiments whieh animate the Turk- - _ J 

ish Government. Her financial credit gone, condemned by the moral ol 
judgment of the world as faithless to past pledges, without expectation eT 

of political support from any quarter, subjected to conditions very humil- ee 
-- jating to: ber. self-respect and perilous to her national existence, she : 4 

appeals to Ged and the justice of her cause, determined to keep her | | 
_. place unimpaired among the nations or to perish in the attempt. The = —— f 

Turkish people, however, take a more hopeful view of the situation. | il 
‘With strong faith in themselves, and implicit confidence in divme and =~ | 

! spiritual aid, they leok forward undaunted to a life and death struggle = 4 
_ .. . with the world united, if soit be. Every soldier who fallsisa martyr, = = = f 

| and every one who survives a hero, each more glorious according tothe = = f 

- number of enemies to the faith (giaours) he hasslain. WEES Se ins osha 
| + ‘fhe principal event of diplomatic importance during thetwosubse-  —— f 
| quent weeks was the: renewal of intercourse by the Government of | 

. Great Britain. The Right Henorable Austin Henry Layard, Her British = = [ 
|  _Majesty’s envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary at Madrid,  — ff 
--- was appointed ambassador ad interim near the Sublime Porte, during = =——_ ff 

the absence on leave granted to His Excellency Sir Henry Elliot after = = = ff 
the close-of the conference, and made necessary by his own impaired = f 
health and that of Lady Elliot. Hereached Constantinople on the 20th — f 
instant, coming, by way of special distinction, in Her Majesty’s yacht Os- sf 

7: born, which was dispatched for that purpose, although the British Gov- sf 

.. ernment has no fewer than three dispatch-boats (stationnaires) attached vod 

to the embassy and at the service of the ambassador. His Imperial — | 

‘Majesty the Sultan received him in audience yesterday, much sooner —s_ J 

after his arrival than usual, and, I judge, with more than usual consid- —_—s_ J 
eration and display. The grand vizier and the other ministers were | 

' equally prompt and impressive in making their official courtesies tothe  =—=——\_ | 
| new ambassador, indicating altogether much gratification on the part of — . 

the Sublime Porte at the re-establishment of diplomatic relations with = [ 
the great insular power of the West, and on the part of the latter adis- | 
position very far from unfriendly to Turkey. esse | 
Fer some time past it has been understood that the Russians were 

massing large bodies of troops at Kischineff,a railway-station nearthe = | 
- Pruth, at that point the dividing-line between Russia and the Turkish = = [ 
-_provinee of Moldavia, and not far from the Lower Danube, and it wasre- | 
-. ported that the Emperor would review them in person Monday last,the == J 

28d instant. This, I suppose, he did. | 7 Oe nh ae 
Yesterday a dispatch was received at the Porte, from the Ottoman — | 

- chargé d'affaires at St. Petersburg, that Prince Gortchakoff had made = 
. to him a declaration of war. News came that the Russian troops were a 

- aeross the Pruth, and rumors spread that a force was advancing into =  — fj 
Asiatic Turkey in the region of Batoum, and had received aconsider- = = [ 

able cheek from the Turkish soldiery. This I have embodied in a tele- — | 
- gram to the Department of State, a copy of which isinclosed. = = = {| 

Avery spirited address from the Sultan to his soldiers appears to-day, = —s_— fl 
ef which I append a translation, both French and English. This will, = —s f 
no doubt, find a hearty response in the breast of the troops, who will = — [ 
enter the contest animated with resolution and high purpose. Ss eT 

- The strife once begun, it would be rash to predict theend. My belief = = § f 
| is that neither ‘government, the Russian nor the Ottoman, desired war, = = [| 

_ and would gladly have aecepted a pacific policy could they have done - | 
80 prudently in the temper of their people. ThisIam satisfied the Sub- = — [ 

-. lime Porte could not do, and the same is probably true of the Czar. J
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Whether, therefore, the war will end after a few actions to satisfy the 
i... popular wrath, or will continue until all Europe is embroiled, it is too = 
, early to forecast. * * * wt re ee 
i... So far as I have heard any expression of military opinions, they gen- = 
; -- erally concede that single-handed Turkey is overmatched by Russia. 
; And yet Turkey is better prepared for war than she ever was before, or — ~ 
} _.._ isever likely to beagain. The late Sultan, Abdul Aziz, provided largely) 
; tor military defense. I have already taken occasion to mention the 
} —Ss Strength of the Ottoman navy (dispatch No. 88, dated July 27,1876). 
;  Small-arms with fixed ammunition were procured in large quantities 
; _ from America, and heavy ordnanee from Germany. The amount of : 

War material accumulated is immense, and of the most effective char- 
} acter known to modern warfare., The ships are, most of them, in com- 
} ... mussion, and their crews have had some drill and practice, but [havea 
|. _ very faint idea of their efficiency. By the aid of shore-batteries they > 
i ‘surely must command the Black Sea and the water approaches to Con-— | 
} _ stantinople. Thearmy, though probably overstated at six hundred thou. 
foo ‘sand men, is undoubtedly large; and the operations of the last yearhave = 
i - given to some of the soldiers the character of veterans. And should the 
i. | Padischah, as he intimates, raise the sacred banner (sandjak-cheri),and = 

_ convert the struggle into a holy war, he would rally Islamism en masse. 
Po Great as are likely to be the material advantages to our countrymen, =| 
| ' . it is, nevertheless, a melancholy prospect. oe : 
a : | Thave,&e, 0 20 SO f Oo HORACE MAYNARD. | 

- a | 7 a. | [Inclosure 1 in No: 147,—Translation.]° es Lo a, - ; es | : 

an — The protocol of the great powers, signed at London March 31, 1877. CR a 

- -  - The powers who have undertaken in common the pacification of the East, and have, 
; with that view, taken part in the conference of Constantinople, recognize that the 
; _ surest means of attaining the object which they have proposed to themselvesis, be- 
, _fore.all, to maintain the agreement so happily established between them, and jointly = 

|. '. to affirm afresh the common interest which they take in the improvement of the con- © a 
a dition of the Christian population of Turkey, and in the reforms.to be introduced in | - 

a Bosnia, Herzegovina, and Bulgaria, which the Porte has accepted on condition of itself = = 
- | carrying them into execution. They take cognizance of the conclusion of peace with 

i Servia. | Be — Do 7 
i. , As regards Montenegro, the powers consider the rectification of the frontiers and of 
{  . the free navigation of the Boiana to be desirable in the interest of a solid and durable 
: arrangement. . . oe me . - — | 

The powers consider the arrangements concluded. or to be concluded between the _ 
| .. . Porte and the two principalities as a step accomplished toward the pacification which = 
i -. is the object of their common wishes. 
4 | ‘They invite the Porte to consolidate it by replacing its armies on a peace footing, . 
i 7 excepting the number of troops indispensable for the maintenance of order; andby 
i _. putting in hand with the least possible delay the reforms necessary for the tranquillity. «sss 
i and well-being of the provinces, the condition of which was discussed at the confer- | | 
: ence. They recognize that the Porte has declared itself ready to realizeanimportant | 
7 - + portion of them. - , BO rr | 

|. - They take cognizance specially of the circular of the Porte of the 13th of. February, 
| _ 1876, and of the declarations made by the Ottoman Government during the conference, © | 
; -  . > .and since, through its representatives. Ce! CS - | 
| - In view of these good intentions on the part of the Porte, and ofits evident interest = | 
i. to carry them immediately into effect, the powers believe that they have grounds for 
; hoping that the Porte will profit by the present lall to apply energetically such meas- ss 
1. -. ures as will cause that effective improvement in the condition of the Christian popula- | 
{ tions which is unanimously, called for as indispensable to the tranquillity of Europe, ss 
i; _ and that having once entered on this. path it- will understand that it concerns its. - 
; _ honor as well as its interests to persevere in it loyally and efficaciously.. 
jo The powers propose to watch carefully, by means of their representatives at'Con-
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--- stantinople and their local agents, the manner in which the promises of the Ottoman = =——s—ti‘S@S 
| - Government are carried into effect. OE 
.. If their hopes should once moré be disappointed, and if the condition of the Christian El 

».. subjects of the Sultan should not be improved in a manner to preventthe return of  — 
the complications which periodically disturb the peace of the East, they think it right _ 

- .- to declare that such a state of affairs would be incompatible with their interests and | 
those of Europe in general. In such case they reserve to themselves to consider in =~ | 

: common as to the means which they may deem best fitted to secure the well-being of .__ oe 
_ the Christian populations and the interests of the general peace. — re rs 

| . Done:at.London, March 31,1877, 0 2 ee Se] 
BO ee : _ MUNSTER (Germany) ~~ =  § 
- oo LO _.. BEUST (Austria-Hungary). or 

: oe | CS lt a veg LL. D’'HARCOURT (France). | OE 
mo, Beene SE etna ot “DERBY (Great Britain). | | 

OO a : an L. F. MENEBREA (Italy)... | 
pe OT an _ . SCHOUVALOFF (Russia). : UE 

tn closare 2 in No. 147] we CE 

oon DECLARATIONS OF GREAT BRITAIN; RUSSIA, AND ITALY BEFORE THE SIGNING OF THE oT 
a PROTOCOL Se 

ae a | | Declaration made by the Earl of Derby before the signature of the protocol. ne | : , 

The undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s principal. secretary of state for foreign 2 
| affairs, makes the following declaration in regard to’ the protocol this day signed by _  &§ 

_.»,. the plenipotentiaries of Great Britain, Germany, Austria-Hungary, France, Italy,and «= 

_.-. Inasmuch as itis solely in the interests of European peace that Her Britannic Majesty’s. SE 
_- Government have consented to sign the protocol proposed by that of Russia, itisun- — | 

- derstood beforehand that in the event of the object proposed not being attained, namely, | 
reciprocal disarmament on the part of Russia and Turkey, and peace. between them, = = 
the protocol in question shall be regarded as null and void. ~ a Oo OE 

oe LONDON, March 31, 1877. Se PE ee 

So Declaration made by the ambassador of Russia 

| If peace with Montenegro is concluded, and the Porte accepts the advice of Europe, oT 
. _ and shows itself ready to replace its forces on a peace footing, and seriously to under- 

-. take the reforms mentioned in the protocol, let it send to St. Petersburgh a special en- ord 
voy to treat of disarmament, to which His Majesty. the Emperor would also on his part oo | 
consent. | ce es BE NS oe SE ee - ; 

a If massacres similar to those which have deluged Bulgaria with blood take place, this = — J 
would necessarily put a stop tothe measures of demobilization. = =—«s_— (i en 

CE eg Declaration made by the Italian ambassador, Se] 
_.. _Ttaly is only bound by the signature of the protocol of this day’s date solong asthe = — ff 
... agreement happily established between all the powers by the protocol itself is main- | eG 

Oe Pe - [Inclosure 4 in No. oe pe 

_ * DISPATCH OF SAFVET PASHA, OTTOMAN iNISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ON THE PRO-. | | | 
a POCOLL os fan oO | 

i a a pe | Cae a oe “[Telegraphie.] - 7 a _ ae oe — 

OP be ts ee a | CONSTANTINOPLE, April 9, 1877. 
_. -. The protocol signed at London on March 31, 1877, has been communicated to the _ | 

-. Sublime Porte by the principal secretary of state of Her Britannic Majesty, and by the —— - of 
: .. German, Austro-Hungarian, French, Italian, and Russian ambassadors, as also the = © 

declarations of the principal secretary of state for foreign affairs of Her Britannic  ———i*é 
_. *Majesty, and of the Italian and Russian ambassadors, which are annexed toit. = oe 

Whilst taking note of these documents the Sublime Porte has experienced deepre- = = ss 
_ —- gret-at perceiving that the great friendly powers did not considerit theirduty to admit = = = §
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: the imperial government to participate in deliberations in which, nevertheless, ques- == ss 
i tions affecting the most vital interests of the empire were treated. The complete. : 
, _ deference which the imperial government has under all circumstances evinced for the — 

: _ -adviee.and wishes of the great powers, the elose connection which so happily unitesthe = = 
| ee interests of the empire to those of the rest.of Europe, the most incontestable principles _ | 
i. =. of equity, and lastly, solemn engagements, authorized the Sublime Porte to believe 
i. that it, too, would be called to take part in the work destined to restore peace tothe — : 
i. _ Hast, and to establish the agreement on this subject among the great powers on a.just | 
j and legitimate basis. = ee ee 7 ae 
i . _ But from the moment that thfs has not been the case, the Sublime Porte seesitself = 
i. | _ imperiously obliged to assert itself against the authority of sucha precedent, and to = 
: call attention to. the fatal consequences which might also result in the future to the | 
a: . guiding principles:-of the security of international relations... - a a 
| ee Passing to the examination of these documents, the Sublime Porte has come to the 
: -  conelusion that if the signatory powers had taken better account of the exchange of. 
‘ee views which took place at the time of the Constantinople conferences, of the results 
to obtained in the interval which has elapsed since then, and of ,the nature of the new | 
i dangers which threaten peace, it would have been easy to have arrived, by a just con- | 
i - sideration of the great interests in question, at a definitive. agreement, which would od 
, not have been dependent either on serious infractions of law.or on conditions which Lo 
: _ were impossible of realization. Be a _ SG 
: During the Constantinople conferences, the Sublime Porte, relying on the constitu- oe 
i. ' tion which His Imperial Majesty had just spontaneously granted, and which realized 
i the most comprehensive reform which had been seen in this empire since its establish- 

ment, had taken care to point out the injustice of any measure which, under theappear- =. 
. | ance of reform, might be developed by the division of provinces, creeds, or classes; as 
, _ well as the impossibility of accepting anything contrary to the integrity or independ- 
| _ ence of the empire. This double point of view answers fully to the conditions of the 
1. English programme which was accepted by-the powers. This programme laid down — : 

| _- in principle the maintenance of the integrity and independence of the empire, and de- — 
1, -. . manded for certain provinces a system of. institutions which should afford guarantees __ 

i: — against bad administration and acts of arbitrary authority. Thus, the system of insti- 
. tutions demanded was naturally realized in law as well as. in fact by the very nature . 

/ of the new political organization given to the empire, without distinction of language, 
: — creeds, or provinces. Since then, the Ottoman Parliament has been conveked, and 
: an assembly, founded on a system of free election, which will shortly be arranged 
| in a manner which will give-no ground for any well-founded eriticism, is actuallyin => 

ae _ session at Constantinople, and discusses with perfect freedom the most important state 
; affairs. Ifthe objection be made that this system of reforms is too new to have fruit | 
Ty - immediately, it may be remarked in reply that that is.an objection which could just as 
1 | well have been made to the reforms recommended by the foreign plenipotentiaries, and 7 

: in general against every reform which from the very fact that itis.an innovation can- 
3 Rot possess.at its birth the efficacy that time alone can impart. oe 
; Again internal security was solidly re-established. Tranquillity was restored to 
i _. Servia, and negotiations, in which. the Sublime Porte continues to give proof of the | : 

- greatest moderation, have been commenced with Montenegro. ~ oS | | 
‘ae Unfortunately a new incident arose in the interval, and the extraordinary arma- _— 
i- ments which have been going on for some months:through the length and breadth of = 
i _ Russia, while compelling the Sublime Porte to provide for measures of defense, have | 
i, not only prevented a complete tranquillization of feeling being arrived at, but have, . 
{ . in the end, brought about a.situation fraught with danger. The Sublime Porte will do | | 
| - itself the justice of declaring that it has neglected. nothing which was calculated to = 
/ -.. . dissipate doubts, to calm disquietudes, and to soothe the most delicate susceptibilities. 
|. Seeing that the Porte was hardly freed from the long and difficult trials which the ~ 
‘ae revolutionary plots had sought to let loose on all the provinces of the empire, it was — | 
fo. _ natural that it should only long for repose, and should have no other desire than to 
1 devote itself at the first moment possible to the faithful work of internal regenera- _ 
i tion. It could only from that time.the more keenly deplore the sight.of the further © | 

i . xemoval every day of this constant object of its wishes, in. proportion as the restraint . 7 
; - which it was sought to impose on it, left it no other alternative than to demand 
i weighty sacrifices from its people, to exhaust its finances by large and unproductive | 
; expenditure, and above all, to devote its attention to the way in which it could suc- | 

; ceed in averting a conflict which was calculated to disturb deeply the peace of the = 
EZ - world. =. | . | pe Das | a ae 

{ _Itis natural that the great powers. interested themselvesin this situation. The Sub- | 
i _ lime Porte, for reasons which it is unnécessary to explain, had, up te the present time, 
: : avoided. drawing officially. the attention of the powers to this new phase of the ques- | 
| a tion—assuredly the gravest of all. But the declarations. which their excellencies, 
: _ Lord Derby and Count Schouvaloff, prefixed to the signature of the protocol, give it = 
i _ also at the present moment an opportunity of conveying to the friendly cabinets the
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“argent need there is to put_an end to a. complication so dangerous, and of which itis. . otk 

not in the power of the Sublime.Porte much.longer to delay. the result. FT 
_. Consequently, and in reply to the declaration of his excellency, the ambassador of = 

_ Russia, the Sublime Porte on its. side notifies the following declaration to the powers | 

: - cwho signed the protocol: ss Susgies Ja le . So | 

_.. 4, The Sublime Porte following, as regards Montenegro, the same course whieh had = ~—& 

 prought about peace with-Servia, spontaneously informed the prince two monthsago  . . § 

' that no effort, even at the price of certain sacrifices, would be spared to come to an. — &§ 

understanding with him; viewing Montenegro as an integral pertion of Ottoman ter- eos 

 ritery, the Porte proposed a rectification of the line of boundary which would insure. ~ og 

- -eertain advantages to. Montenegro, and, henceforth, it depends entirely on the coun- _ 4 

| gels of moderation, which the Sublime Porte trasts will prevail at Cettigne, whether = sis 

| this affair may be considered as terminated.. enn es oye en 

: 2. The imperial government is ready to carry out immediately all the promised _ } 

: - reforms; but these reforms, in conformity with the fundamental dispositions of our — . 

-_gonstitution, must not bear a special and exclusive character; and in this spirit the Cy 

_ imperial government will, while reserving its full-and complete liberty of action, per- - gee, 

_. ‘severe in establishing these institutions. _ PSOE re a So : ce dd 

: 3. The imperial government is prepared to replace its armies upon a peace-footing ~ 

> + as soon as it sees that the Russian Government is taking measures with asimilar dE 

| object. The Turkish armaments are essentially of a defensive character, and the .—s ‘«&§ 

; ‘bonds of friendship-and esteem which unite the two empires give reason to hope that . | 

: - the cabinet of St. Petersburg will not isolate itself in Europe by clinging tothe & 

-. ° belief that the Christian populations of Turkey are exposed to such dangers from og 

_  their.ewn government that it is necessary to prepare against afriendly neighborand- == Jf 

| ss state every possible means ef invasion and destruction, = = — ool 

| «4, As regards the disorders which might break out in Turkey and arrestthedemobi- =. sf 

 Jigatien of the Russian army, the imperial. government, which rejects the offensive . ss J 

. ‘terms in which this idea has been expressed, believes that Hurope is.convinced that — oe 

- the disorders which have disturbed the tranquillity of the provinces were due to exX- ss 

sternal agitation; that the imperial government cannot be held responsible for them; = | 

-. -and-that consequently the Russian Government would not be justified in making the | 

_.- demobilization of its armies depend en such contingencies. — ee ee | t 

5, &6 to the dispatch of a-special-envoy to St. Petersburg, charged with treating of | ve 

the disarmament, the imperial government, which would have no reason to refusean a 

act of courtesy which is imposed. by diplomatic etiquette on condition of reciprocity, - | 

. gees no connection between this act of international courtesy and the disarmament, for a 

po delaying which there is no plausible motive, and which -could.be:carried into effect by a 

a a simple telegraphic order. _ , ae ee cee et oe _ 

‘In pl&cing the preceding declarations before the cabinets of the signatory powers are 

the Sublime Porte asks them to take note of them, to appreciate the spirit which has — oo 

dictated them, and be so good as to give them the importance to which they. are -enti- | , 

| . tled:in the present situation—a situation te the dangers:of which theimperial.govern- Oo 

| . ment caanot too plainly call attentien, and for which it formally repudiates the re- ._ | 
«sponsibility. Po a eae ie ag ay Pe | 

= “In connection -with what has just been set forth above, respecting the efforts which | Be, 

7 the imperial government has devoted to the restoration of tranquillityas wellas. = §==.——é«*@ 

+... respecting the causes which have really baffled them, the cabinets who have signed the 4 

protocol of March 31 can easily comprehend the painful feeling which this document oe 

- ‘gould:not fail to-produce on the imperial. government. - cee So «| 
|. Jt would be useless to recall here the passages of the protocol relating to the two _ a 

! principalities, and to the question of disarmament. ce ee ge , 

Bat what cannot, in truth, be sufficiently regretted is the small account which the = | 
. powers seem to have taken both of thegreat principles of equality and justice, which . ~—  & 

a the imperial government seeks to introduce into the internal.administration, and ofits oO &§ 

oo rights of independence and sovereignty. eee ee ee &§ 

There is, in fact, cause for surprise that in this protocol the friendly powers have . ~— *& 

.. theught fit to affirm afresh the “common interest which they take in the reforms. — a «| 

 -to:be introduced into Bosnia, Herzegovina,and Bulgaria, which the Porte hasaccepted, =§=~=~=~—~& 

| °- yegerving to herself’ ‘their application,” to invite the. Porte to carry into “ operation, = ==—«*@S 

swith the shortest possible delay, the reforms. in the condition of the provinces, — | oy 

with which the conference was concerned,” to express the hope that the Porte will | 

| - -energetieally take the measures destined to produce in the condition of the Christian — | 

| population the effectual improvement which is unanimously demanded, andthatonce = : 
+ entered on this path, it will understand that its honor, as well as its interest,isat 2 2 2 

- «stake in:persevering leyally and effectually thefein. =. be  #- 
--.. The Sublime Porte has not accepted reforms exclusively for Bosnia, Herzegovina,and | 

—. for localities inhabited by Bulgarians. = ye EE 

_. Jt is not a matter of donbt that it is very much to its interest and part. of its. duty to | 
_ ‘satisfy the legitimate rights of its Christian subjects. It cannot admit that the im- |
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fF provements which are recommended to its notice. should be devoted exclusively to the | 
q _ Christian element. On the rumor of the receipt of proofs.of loyalty and devotion 2 
i _  .. which all His Majesty’s subjects have shown, and in presence of reforms which tend to. - 
;  .... *. unite all the populations of the empire into one single body politic, the Sublime Porte _ | 
; ... ewes it to itself to repel the suspicion which the expressions of the protocol would. a 
; oO - wish to throw on the sincerity of its sentiments toward its Christian subjects, and to. | 
: . “protest, moreover, against’ the indifference, to say the least, which these same expres- 
i - _ gions bear witness to, with reference to. its M ussulman subjects and others. Itisnot | 
i... ‘to be supposed that improvements which tend to insure also. to the Mussulmans tran- | 
1 a quillitv and well-being are devoid of importance in the eyes of Europe, enlightened, — 
tO - tolerant, and just as she is—measures, or rather institutions, calculated to secure to all 
i; -. equally the liberal development, both moral and material, of the rights of each indi- a 
; - --, -widual.:. Such is the object which Turkey is. now aiming at. She will make ita point — 
to ' of honor to persevere in this course; and for this the constitution is the best andsurest 
1 | guarantee. —_. Sg oF ne ce 
i . But if the Imperial Government sees itself compelled to reject every idea by which. 
i . | attempts might be made to sow germs of antagonism between the different elements of —- 
‘ its population, and to inspire certain persons amongst.them with mistrust of their legit-. 
i; . =. imate authorities, neither would it see its way on any account to subscribe tothe sanc- 
: tion which the protocol has in view to give to the application of the improvements = 
: above set forth = | oe Be ee 
|. - Thus, when the protocol declares that the powers propose to watch with.care,and. 
i; a through the medium of their representatives at Constantinople and of their local | | 

i. -agents, over the way in which the promises of the Ottoman Government shall be exe-. 2 
f cuted, and when it adds that if this hope should. once more prove unfounded they re- = 
; serve to themselves to consider in common as to the means which they may think best | 
]. o. calculated to insure the welfare of the Christians and the general interests of peace, it = 
; is evident that it must provoke the legitimate protestations of the Imperial Govern- 4 

tm ment, and encounter its most formal opposition... Turkey, as an independent state, _ 
; cannot submit to be placed under any surveillance, whether collective or not. 2 
iT , __ Although she maintains with other friendly powers relations which are governed by . 
; ' internal law and by treaty, she cannot agree to recognize the foreign agents or repre- 
, . sentatives, whose duty it isto. protect. the interests of their respective countries, as _ : 
i; °.... -. holding any mission of official surveillance. The Imperial Government cannoteithersee = 
i in what manner it has so far deviated from the path of justice and civilization as to see 
i - itself placed in a position both humiliating and without example in the world. = ©? 
1 : _ The treaty of Paris explicitly declared the principle of non-intervention. . That . 

-. - - treaty, which binds the other high contracting parties as well as Turkey, cannot be = 
ae abolished by a protocol in which: Turkey has taken no part. SO RIE ek kg 

1 .: And if Turkey appeals to the stipulations of the treaty of Paris, it is not*because 
co . that treaty created in her favor any rights which she did not possess without that = 

i treaty, but only to recall attention to the grave reasons which twenty years ago led. 
a _. the powers, in the interest of the general peace of Europe, to place under the guarantee _ 
; of a joint promise the recognition of the inviolable right of sovereignty of that empire... | 
; | As for the clause which, in case of non-execution. of the promised reforms, would. 
4 - | give to the powers the right of concerting ulterior measures, the Imperial Government  _- 
i regards it in the light of a further attack on its dignity and on its rights, a proceed- | Q 
toe ‘ing of intimidation calculated to deprive their action of all merit of spontaneity, and -—— 
i - @ source of grave complication for the present as well as for the future. oe oe 

~ . . - . No consideration can arrest the Imperial Government in its determination to protest = 
: against the protocol of the 31st of March, and to-consider it, as regards Turkey, as 
| ~ devoid of all equity, and consequently of ‘all binding character. oe Be 
i . In face of hostile suggestions, unmerited suspicions, and manifest violations of her _ 
i .  °  rights—violations which are at the same time violations of international law—Turkey = 
:. feels that she struggles at the present moment for hér very existence. Ce | 
; Strong in the justice of her cause, and with confidence in God, she declares that she. 
j oo ignores what may have been decided without her and against her; determined to keep | 
| . ° the place which Providence has thus destined to her, she will not cease to oppose to those | 
| ss. . attacks which are directed against her the general principles of internationalright,and = 
1. - the authority ofa great European compact which binds the honor of the signatory powers _ 
| _ of the protocol of the 31st of March, which last has no legal validity in her eyes. She . 
- appeals to the conscience of the cabinets, which she is justified in considering asanimated = 
i . towards her with the same sentiments of equity and friendship as in the past. Imme- : 
a; -. diate and simultaneous disarmament will be the only efficacious means of obviating — 
| , the dangers with which the general peace is menaced. = oe | 
: | - The answer which the Imperial Government has just made to the declaration of the. | 
‘ae ambassador of Russia gives the powers a fitting opportunity to bring about this result, = 
Foo which surely they would not seek to obtain by.persistently imposing on the Ottoman: 
fo Empire sacrifices of right and of honor to which she will not consent. | a of 
‘ CO You are instructed to read this memorandum to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and a 
1 _. . . Jeave a copy of it with his excellency. | a
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Address of His Majesty the Sultan, by telegraph, to the Generalissimo Abdul-Kerim Pasha, . . ‘| 
_ tothe major-generals of the armies of the Danube and Erzerowm, also to.thecommandant of = = ——. *& 

: the military division'at Batowm, | | 

fs ‘The Rassian’ Government has broken'relations with us, and has declared war against a be , 
- us. Trusting in the aid -of the Most High, we.are constrained,.in turn, tohaverecourse — | 

—  FO.ATMS : | 
You know we have always wished for peace and ttanquillity. Indeed,armed thoigh = +f 

_. ‘we were, we have had up ‘to this moment but'a single wish in our hearts—peace!.° = i ti(i‘és*@r 
 . .. Wehave listened ‘to the counsels of ‘friendly states, and-have labored together with | 4 

_ But our enemy, with full parpose to destroy our rights, ourindependence, and our = § 
country, has shown it impossible to satisfy his desire without compelling us to sacri- 

|. ‘fiée these blessings. Hence, without right, without: lawful excuse, he ison the march «| 
boaters, «| 

- We have the conviction that the Judge of judges, the-Protector of right and-justice, _ co 
will:-grant-us victory and. safety. 
Please God, with the efforts and the bravery, with the union, and the moral and © | 

| material aid, of my faithful subjects, our enemy shall not reach the end he dims at. © | 
|. I trust in God, the dispenser of vietory:in:‘righteous causes ;Itrust-my soldiers will = Jol 
_ keep safe the glory-and-the honor-of the name of the Osmanlis and of their ancestors, §. — 

and will preserve-unstained our flag. oe 
-.. [ salute you, generals ‘all, with the officers.and soldiérs, my brave children, under ge asl 

your command. ‘The state and ‘the ‘nation have trained them for this supreme Gay. | 
They ‘will show in this solemn hourall their ardor, their zeal, and their courage. = of| 

_ . sEvery-stene, every handful.of.earth forming the. posts guarded by the soldiersunder ©  — ff 
your command, has been-purchased by thousands ef heroes and martyrs, our. glorious oy  Btieestors, at the price of theirblood, hea Sd 

_ ... ‘Then tet them -defend these posts against the attacks of the enemy, ‘these posts. | 
| .  Wwhieh-seeure the rights, the honor, and the independence-of the Osmanlis. = ae f 

«By discharging their sacred duty our soldiers, guided by the presence and the spirit- = = 8 83 =. 
ual aid of the-Prophet, shall be crowned of God with victory. For them are all our = | | 

~ "Fhe nation takes under her watch and ward the wives and children of her soldier §# ff 
... brothers. | | oe a ot | 

‘Their Padischah is with them heart and soul. If need be he will unfurl the holy os 
_ standard of the Khalifate and the Sultanate, and fly to their support, ready to sacrifice | a 

_ his life in the midst of them for the cause of right, for the honor andtheindependence ==  — J 
| . of the country. . 

. God grant us victory! | Oo , 

Ee a | Mr Maynard to Mr. Evarts. - Ce a al 

— No148.] ~~ ‘Leearion or tHE Unite Staves, | f[ 
ae Constantinople, April 28,1877. (Received Junel4.) 

_. $reg: Ihave the honor to send you to-dayatelegram,of whichacopy = { 
is inclosed, relative to American protection to Russian subjects;a #8 — ff 

_. question of sufficient importance for instructions, | 
When war was declared by Russia, her diplomatic and consular off- = — § 

cers withdrew, intrusting to the German embassy the protection of Rus- = = J 
_ sian interests in Turkey, as will appear by the inclosed note from Mr. . ~~ | 
_  Nelidow, chargé d’affaires, at the moment of his departure. = —ss_— | | 

| . The occasion of my request for instructions from the Department of OE 
| State is explained in a telegram from the United States consul. at | 
| . Smyrna, and a dispatch from the United States consular agent at | 

_. To understand the need of protection in this instance, it is properto == 
_ bear in mind that the unprotected foreigner in Turkey, whetherin peace #=—s&SK\ 
BTR ET



Po 8 BIB - FOREIGN RELATIONS. ee 

i or war, is practically an outlaw; that is, he has no one towhom hecan | 

i . appeal, either to assert his rights, or for defense, when assailed. The _ 2 
i. . -. Mussulman resorts, of course, to the Ottoman authorities ; the Rayah, —_ 

ea or non-Mussulman subject, takes refuge under the-head of his ecclesias- 
i tical community, or nationality, as it is called; if an Armenian, to the , 
1 . _ Armenian patriarchate; if Greek, to the Greek, &c. The only resource | 

1 _ - to the foreigner is a foreign mission.or consulate, either of his own gov- 

; ernment or,of some other. Hence, it is not unusual for the diplomatic 
f{ and consular agents of the various powers near.the Sublime Porte to | 7 
i. | apply to each other for protection of their respective national. interests | 

in localities where their government happens to be unrepresented. I : 
i myself have had occasion to invoke protection for American citizens 
fo from my British, French, Austro-Hungarian, Russian, and Greek col- 

to leagues, and it has always been promptly and cheerfully accorded and 

i , -recognized by the Sublime Porte. © | Oe ee | 

| __-_In the island of Mytilene it seems there is no German consular officer, 
in | and the Russian vice-consul makes application to the United States — : 

fo . consulate. What shall be the response? — a 
i. . + At the time of the Cretan insurrection, in 1868, when diplomatic rela- 

i. tions between Turkey and Greece were ruptured, the Greek minister, 

| . +. before leaving Constantinople, applied to. my predecessor, Mr. Morris, 

i. to give protection to the Greek subjects domiciled in Turkey. This Mr. 

i _. Morris consented to do, subject to the approval of his own government, — . 

i | which was not given. The correspondence is contained in Mr. Morriss 

i __ dispatches, No. 282, dated December 23, 1868; No, 286, dated January — 
i  . 8, 1869; No. 288, dated January 6, 1869; No. 295, dated January 31, 

|  —.~——s- 1869, and No. 296, dated. February 7, 1869; and Mr. Seward’s instruc. __ 

oo tions, No. 202, dated December 31, 1868; No. 203, dated January 1, 

| > > 1869; No. 205, dated January 18, 1869, and No. 207, dated January 

; . * . For the present-I shall observe the tenor and spirit of Mr. Seward’s 

| -—-—- structions Nos. 202 and 203, and until the Department of State other- 
i - wise instructs, should a different determination at any time upon further. _ 

‘ee - consideration be reached. ed 
So . Tam,&, 20 0 | 
| | 7 : eS AORACH MAYNARD. - 

1 a re [Inclosure1in No. 148.) 0 2 oe 

i - os a [Cipher telegram from Mr. Maynard ‘to the Secretary of State.] — - 

PO | fs  GONSTANTINOPLE, April 28, 1877. 
a; _Evarts, Washington : Oo , a ; ne hg 

ij... - Russian vice-consul at Mytilene asks American protection for Russian subjects. No . 

1 : German agent there. = 7 or Cee | 
Po i Bo eg | -. MAYNARD. 

| oe oo " [Inclosure 2 in No. 148.—Translation. | a Ie | 

i a -. Mr. Nelidow to Mr. Maynard. i ~ 
fo = | rs ee ARID, 1877. 

i ss @rr: The imperial government having decided to break diplomatic relations with - 

: the Sublime Porte, I have received. instructions to leave Constantinople with the per- 

i sonnel of the embassy, and to withdraw all our consular agents residing in Turkey. . | 

| ss s«sIn bringing the foregoing. to your excellency’s knowledge, I should add that theem- 

i - -passy of His Majesty the Emperor of Germany is charged with the protection of Rus- 
i . sian interests in Turkey. ae a se Se | 

- At the moment of embarking for Odessa, I. make it my duty to reiterate, sir, the 

i -. » -agsurance of my high consideration. __ Pp Oo So 

i a NELIDOW. 
‘ae His Excellency Mr. MAYNARD. 5 re :
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: oo “ | oe ee - [Inclosure 3 in No. 148.] - a an . | oo og 

re poe eS Mr. Smithers to Mr. Maynard: * ee So | 

Be  epelegram.] eT 

| re ne rs SMYRNA, April 28, 1877. coe | 

American Minister, Constantinople: te ee : TE 
_.. Russian vice consul at Mytilene. asks protection of United States for Russian sub- | 
jects. NoGerman agent there. es el oe ee fee | 

| a - - a ce oe ae [Inclosure 4 with No. 148.) an : a a . ve ; 

| apt a os Mr. Fottion to Mr. Maynard. a | eres eT 

No] UNITED STatTEs ConsuLaR AGENCY, = = =. & PO Mytilene 15 (27) April, 1877s 
- Sr: I have the honor. to transmit, inclosed herewith, three copies, numbered re- | 

| spectively 20, 16,and 17, ‘The first is a letter from the Russian vice-consul in this city, — ee 
“Mr. Amira, asking American protection for Russian subjects, as there is noGerman q 

|  -consul here. The second is my reply tothe same, in which Isay that my duty doesnot Ee 
| permit me to accept it without the permission of my superiors. The third is my dis- | es 
| patch to Mr. Smithers asking his instructions. The Russian vice-consul has begged — | 

© me earnestly to send also to you, honorable sir, the same copies as to Mr. Smithers, = = | 
‘with request for.an early reply, for he does not know what to do in this difficult posi- ea - 

fa a ae _  M.M. FOTTION, =... | 
- oe United States Consular Agent. = : 

- Se oo | _ [{Inclosure 1 in Mr. Fottion’s No. 13,—Translation.] | | ~ oo ee - s i 

| | oe . Russian Vice-Cénsul at “Mytilene to Mr. Fottion. - “ . re ee 

~ No. 20.] 7 a - oo eee : RUSSIAN Vicu-CONSULATE, a oT 
po ae —  Mytilene, 15 (27) April, 1877. | 

_ Srr AND DEAR COLLEAGUE: My?superiors, thinking that there exists here a German oe 
| consulate, have given me instructions ‘to place the Russian subjects residing within: oe 
: _ the bounds of my jurisdiction’ under the protection of that empire. There beingno = = JJ 

such consulate, and thinking you more fit than any other person to fill this delicate = 
_ mnission, I have seen fit to request, by telegraph, my superiors to authorize me to be- , | 

| . take myself of your. kind offices. Unhappily, these gentlemen, having had :to leave arn 
. Turkey hurriedly, have not had sufficient time to make arrangements. with your chiefs. va las 
_. In consequence, I beg you, sir, to consider the difficulty of my position,and I donot) —— , 

|. ,doubt that you will not refuse mé yourconsent. = = a | 
| _ ~ Accept, sir and dear colleague, &c., Che he RE a _— | 

es he -vice-consul of Russia, _  «- 

Mr. M. M. Fotrion, —— oo eo ee cre te 
;  - Viee-Consul of the United States, Mytilene. EE | 

bo . a . 4 rs [Inclosure 2 in Mr. Fottion’s No. 13,—Translation.] 2 Ge e - ot ; wot : I 

ne | ae oO Mr. Fottion to Russian Vice-Consul, in Boe fe ee oo | 

| NoWJo 2 2 ——<—tsS ED Srares Consutan AGeNCy,  —(isti—itséisS@td 
So  Mytilene, 15 (27) April, 1877... - oe 

- §1r AND Drar CoLLeacuE: I have the honor to reply to your dispatch No.20,and © —~—*& 
- - to thank you infinitely for the honor you have done-me, viz: that,in-the absence ofa ==  — 

| ..Go2rman vice-consulate in this city, you place the Russian subjects resident. in the | 
_. bounds of your jurisdiction under American protection. But, since this difficult ques- — - |
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| a tion does not rest with me, I ‘shall have to ask for instructions from my superiors, to | 
i 2 whom I this day transmit your request, and I wait for their instructions at the earliest | 

a “possible moment. | re a | | . | 7 
; : : Please accept, sir and dear colleague, the assurance of my perfect consideration. : 

’ a , a - a -. M.M. FOTTION, — 
i . oo oe : United States Consular Agent. 
| Mr. G Amira, ae : | eS 

a: , Viee-Consul of Russia at Mytilene OC 

j a | | [Inclosure 3 with Mr. Fottion’s No. 13.] Se | 

i | a - 7 Mr. Fottion to Mr. Smithers. | | i 

i | No.17.] Be -Unrtep Srates ConsuiaR AGENCY, | of 
‘ : | i Co Mytilene, 15 (27) April, 1877. | 
i | Sir: Ihave the honor to call your attention to the two copiesinclosed. The one,No. | 
; 20, isa letter from my colleague, vice-consul of Rassiain this city, who asks American 

'- . protection for Russian subjects. The No. 16. is my reply to the Russian vice-consul,in 
i. which I-say that my duty does not permit me to accept it without the permission and | 
‘ : instruction of my superior, to whom I submit the present dispatch with the prayerfor — | 
; an immediate .answer, because the Russian vice-consul is placed in a difficult position | 
i _after the suspension of diplomatic relations, for there. is here no German vice-consul. — 

‘ae Be gE ser M. M. FOTTION, 
Pe a Agent. 
i «KE, J. SMirgers, Esq, = © > ge Tene SE OO | 
| ee United States Consul, Smyrna. ee - | 

7 rn cree 9 _ . Mr, Maynard to Mr, Evarts. | ig . ce 

| ss No.155.]) = searion or. THe Unirep Starus, 

| ° Sig: ‘The consul-getiéral has addressed ‘a note, transmitting a copy of _ 
; a recent Ottoman law regulating the state of siege or the proclamation __ 
1.  -of mmartial law, and inquiring how far it can affect-foreigners‘under the 
| ‘protection of their respective diplomatic and consular officers. “I inclose 

; -acopy of the same lawin French. . =. oo ! 
‘ae It authorizes the Sultan, and under certain specified circumstances 
i . the chief military commanders, to declare any clearly-defined locality to 

| | _ bein astate of siege, and determines the effect of such a declaration. 
i... By comparison with the ordinary rules of war observed by belligerent — 
i  -powers, it will probably be found little different. Possibly it may bean | 
i Improvement upon them.in this,.that it attempts to prescribe the extra- 
i ~ ordinary powers granted in the absence of civil law and does not give | 
i unlimited discretion to military:chiefs, so liable to be abused when they 
a; - are clothed with the absolute authority of martial law. The act dates, 
i it.will be observed, several days subsequent to the declaration of the 
i | present war, and may be regarded: as one of the measures adopted _ 
| by the Ottoman Government in consequence of it, . | 
j __ At the date of the consul-generaPs note the law had in no instance 
i ' ‘been put in force. To-day, however, as will be seen by a report from 

i = ._—sc the: dragoman, the:capital is proclaimed to be‘in.a state of siege, ands 

| -likely-so to remain until the close ofthe war. |



No notice. of. this.action has yet been given to the foreign missions, = = —s_ J 
and nothing has. oceurred. to. present any question for practical decision. Sal 
The points made by the consul-general in his note are submitted to . — § 

_. the consideration of the Department. of State for any instructions = = 
_ which it may be thought proper.to.give. To EAS Sera Lo | 

 Thave, &@, Pe rer eee ol 

inclosure twithNo155) 0 

CESS ER gees Toy ‘CONSULATE: GENERAL OF THE: UNITED STaTHS, q 
= Oe co ee Be Constantinople, May 19, 1877. Re 

- §1r: Ihave the honor to. acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch No.153,M.C,, ss J 
and to transmit to you herewith’a translation of the law on the state of siege, recently = = ff 

| passed by the Ottoman Parliament. I desire particularly to call your attention to arti- Lo 4 
cles8,10,and 138.0 oe pe El 
‘The proper interpretation of this law becomes of great importance, as itis notim- | 
possible that during the present war. a state of siege may be proclaimed in Constanti-. | 4 

_ nople. and, other cities of the empire where there is a foreign population, and. an ee 
_ attempt may be made to apply its provisions to foreigners, 

_ In view therefore of the proper protection. of the rights of citizens of the United ood 
| States in Turkey, I have the honor to request your opinion as to how far. the lawon | 
| the state of siege would, under the plea of military necessity, be allowed, to overrule. : 

| article 4, of the treaty of 1830, and also to.ask instructions ag to what, action-should = — § 
_be taken in case of an attempt to apply articles 8, 10, and 13, of this law to citizens.of . | 
the United States, a ee | | 

p Iam, &c.,— ae ne 1 Co ee a ee ay 
|e oo EUGENE SCHUYLER, a 
: Se oo eo Gonsul-Generale : 

| .  _ [Inclosure 2with No. 155.] Joa wis Gee ee - - Y fo ; ee | 

Oc | LAW ON THE STATE OF SIEGE. Ss Co By a Be ll 

| CHAPTER L—Circumstances determining the proclamation of the state of siege. = | 
ARTICLE 1. Places,of war and other localities may be placed ina. state of siegein | 

| case-of revolt or of war, and.in case of the discovery of facts or indicesof anatureto == =  . § 
| make troubles foreseen in a point of the territory, and to threaten the.externalorin- =  — { 
| ternaksecurityef the empire, 40 0 es core | 

Po CuapPrTEr. II.—The.mode of proclaiming a.stateof siege 
| Arr. 2. His: Majesty the Sultan has the exclusive power ef proclaiming, upon the i 
decision and: demand of the-council of ministers, the state of siege in any point of the = == | 

| . ART. 3. The state of siege, either in frontier localities or in the interior of. the em- oo 
|. pire, may be proclaimed after. deliberation. with. the civil authorities, by the superior — a 
/  commandants of the places of war of the locality, on condition that the fact’shall be El 
| immediately brought to the knowledge of the Sublime Porte, so as todemand the sanc- | 

’ tion of His Majesty the Sultan, = Se Ue es 
| .. Arr. 4. The proclamation of the state of siege on any point of the territory shall be = oe 
| brought to the knowledge of the Parliament in the shortest delay possible. But if: ce ee 
| . this proclamation takes place when Parliament is not in session, it shall be informed a 
| of it as soon as it shall be convoked. = Wy Ee Pt te 

| . Art. 5. The limits of the zone, including the city district, arrondissement, or prov-. - | 
ince proclaimed in state.of siege, shall be minutely indicated and enumerated in the oY 

| notice of such proclamation, ET 
po CHAPTER III.—The mode of administration of the localities placed in a state of siege. be a : | 

| Arr. 6. From the proclamation of the state of siege, and during its duration, the. | | 
t dispositions of the constitution and of the other civil laws remain temporarily sus-- |. | 

; . Art. 7, The military authorities are charged with the attributes and, powers with lay 
|. which the civil authorities are invested, as concerns the police and public order, © | —° {|
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; _ . .. Art. 8. Those accused of any offense or crime against the external security of the — 
i i: ‘State, shall be judged by a council of war, without regard to the quality and to the: . : 
; =~ | dignity of the accused. — ae Ce | Beale 2 
L —  -+ - ART. 9. Persons who form malevolent designs against the functionaries of the gov-- | 
1  - . ernment in the exercise of their functions are justiciable by councils of war, if their = 
i. a acts relate to the circumstances which have caused the state of siege. Bs : 
t . | _ArT. 10. The military authority is authorized, 1st, to make domiciliary visits day or = 
i _ - night; 2d, to arrest suspected persons.and those having bad precedents, and to expel  — 
‘ee . those who have not a fixed domicile in the localities placed in the state of siege; 3d, © 
; to seize the arms and munitions of war in the hands of the inhabitants; 4th,immedi- — 
4. |. ++ ately to suspend journals which, by their publications, seek to excitethe public mind. 
Bo ArT. 11. The civil authorities. can, as hitherto, exercise some of the attributes and , 

_. duties mentioned in articles 8, 9, 10, in cases where, on the demand of the ministry, — | 
i _—_ _ they shall be authorized by an imperialiradé © © be | - 
a, | ArT. 12, Ordinary crimes and offenses are justiciable by the regular tribunals. : 
i 7 _. Art. 13. Councils of war may also take cognizance of ordinary offenses and crimes. = 
: with a view to public safety. | | " So 
i _ Arr.14. The councils.of war shall be exclusively charged with the attributes and 
1 powers of the ordinary correctional tribunals; consequently these councils have no. 
7 power of intervening in any affair within the sphere of the ordinary tribunalsin lo- — 
i _ -alities outside of the limits of the territory proclaimed in a state of siege, norevenin —=_— 

: _.. those which, without being in the sphere of those tribunals, do not take placein the | 
1 | territory placed in a state of siege. Neither can they continue the procedure of affairs . 
i _ . * -which the ordinary tribunals had already begun before the proclamation of martial law. | 
; | ArT. 15. If the offenses and crimes referred to in article 8 of this law shall have 
: been committed before the proclamation of the state ot siege, and the accused have | 

i -..- not yet been judged, they shall be judged by councils of war. . ne 
i. _ ° - ART. 16. All secret committees, although they may have been formed before the proc- | 
i. > lamation of the state of siege, shall be judged by councils of war. : _——e 
: Art. 17. Individuals who may be found to have participated in the acts or facts = 
1... which led to the proclamation of the state of siege, shall be judged by councils of | 
‘a . war, even though they may not be domiciled in the locality under martial law. so 
| ' ArT. 18, Inhabitants of localities proclaimed in a state of siege shall continue to . 
| enjoy, as heretofore, the rights assured to them by the constitution and the civillaws 
1 in so far as they are not provisionally suspended by the presentlaw. = = = = = «°° 

po | | CHAPTER IV.—The suppression of the state of siege. | - — 
‘ae _. ART. 19. On the decision and demand of the council of ministers an imperial iradé =| 
j. shall raise the state of siege in those localities where there shall no longer be any ne~ «| 
i OO cessity of proclaiming it. ee a 

oo ArT. 20. The superior commandant of. a place.of war, and other localities placed in | 
| _ .. © a state of siege, has the power of ending it on.condition of immediately giving notice 

i; . . to the Sublime Porte and obtaining the necessary imperial decree. ss. : 
’ ART. 21. The end of the state of siege shall be immediately brought to the knowl- 

- edge of the Parliament. If the suppression of the state of siege take place when Par- 
i | liament is not in session, notice shall be given of it at its first meeting. =. | 
; ART. 22. Immediately after the suspension of the state of siege the councils of war 

| _ Shall no longer have the right of making inquiries for the discovery and arrest of per- | 
i , sons accused of offenses and crimes committed during the state of siege. Affairs of : 
- - this kind return to the ordinary tribunals, but -the officer who, during the state of - 
i. siege, shall have filled the functions of procurator-general with the councils of war) 
; _ shall have the right of performing the same duties in the ordinary tribunals. it 7 

_ Passed the 16th Rebi-ul-akhir 1294 (,8,, April, 1877). ; Ct en 

1 a | = [Inclosure 3 with No. 155.) eG 

a 7 Mr, Gargiulo te Mr. Maynard. : 7 oo 

t= Oe deio ue ahha es CONSTANTINOPLE, May 25, 1877... | 

i; | Deak Mr. MaynarD: The state ofsiege has been officially declared in the following =~ 
: : terms: : De oo 
o Constantinople and its suburbs are from to-day placed in a state of siege. This : 

. _ will be made public by a special notice.. The civil:administration will.be replaced by =~ 
j | ‘military administration. Persons who, by their acts. or by their conversation, cause. — 
i... any disturbance of the public peace will be brought before a council of war, to be in- ~~ 
i stituted af the ministry of war, tried summarily, and according to the nature of their = 
{ . |... offense will be sentenced. They will be punished either by deatb, hard labor, confine- |
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“ment in some fortress, or by imprisonment. The execution of these judgments will be | 4 

~ immediate. _ Be whe E tae pdqegdn octyl Ba cx an wped oes CA a a 

>. 2d. In case of necessity, the military administration will collect the arms andam- 

-. munition of the population, Be | 

 $d.. Any houses which it may be deemed necessary to search will be searched. | ey 

ss Ath. ATI suspicious persons and those who are of known bad. charavter and who have a 

no fixed residence will be removed from the country, © | 

5th. Newspapers which attempt unduly to excite the public mind willbesuppressed. = . = f 

‘All gatherings and public meetings are forbidden, = - Ba EE EER cao | 

This is the purport of the imperial iradéjust proclaimed... = Og 

oe Tam; &, Oo | 

Sage? Oe A GARGTULO. q 

Mir, Maynard to Mr, Hearts, © 6 | 

No. 156] ©... LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = of 

Constantinople, May 31,1877. (Received July 9.) J 

- S1r: The Turco-Russian war has prevailed the last month, but with — | 

little change in the relative attitude of the two parties. Strategically, = J 
go far as we have information here, there has been but littleadvanceon | 

either side, BER Se 

|. In European Turkey the Danube continues to be the dividing line- ——s<&YF 

- between the two armies... The Turks report the loss of two smalliron. =f 
 @lads upon the river. Little else seems to have occurred, except occa- sf 

| gional cannonading from the opposite banks of the stream, with no very 

-. geriousresults. ee 

At the east of the Black Sea the Turks have captured Soukoum-Ka-. a 

. Jeh, a small Russian port in the Caucasus. As a military success;I = 

judge it is of small importance. .Politically, it is.believed to have ‘more... 

. gignificance. A general rising of the Caucasians is reported to have . 

- followed, and the Turks have been. busy in forwarding for their use arms . | | 

-. and material of war. The occasion was improved to decorate the Sul- ss ff 

tan with the title of Ghazi (the conqueror), a title given only on the — 

 eapture of a city from the enemies of the faith. The Turkish papers of | 

the 17th instant published a fetvah or decision. of the Sheikh-ul-Islam = 

. awarding this title to his Imperial Majesty Abdul-Hamid II, basing the  —  f 

award upon the triumph of the Ottoman arms in the capture of Sou. © 

- koum-Kaleh. The same evening, during the embarkation of troopssent. = =f 

to re-enforce the expedition to Soukoum-Kaleh, the governor of the im- __ a 

-_ perial palace went aboard each steamer and read to themaproclamation =. J 
_ from the Sultan dwelling upon the importance of the mission of deliv. | 

_ erance confided to the force sent to Circassia for the succor of their is iss 

brethren in the faith from.acruel and intolerant tyranny. The procia- = 

mation, we are told, was received by.the troops with the utmost enthu- = | 

- giasm and shouts of “Long live the Padishah.” The next day being | 
Friday, His Majesty attended public worship at the mosque of St.Sophia, 

. where, in the special prayer tor the Sultan,the:imaum,in pronouncing = — J 
his imperial titles, added that of Ghazi, in conformity with the fetvah = J 
of the Sheikh-ul-Islam. It would be difficult to find an instance of a~ ee | 

similar military achievement furned to better account... 
-. Soon afterward, the news got abroad: thatthe ‘Russians had carried. | 

___Ardahan, a strong post on the line between the fortresses of Karsand =f 
- _Batoum, its base of supplies. This produced great popular excitement ~ . | 

in the Moslem population, and a violent demonstration of the softas, = 
The latter occasioned the proclamation of the state of siege (Inclosure sisi
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bo No. 4 with dispateh No. 155), and: has-been followed by the arrest of. : 
many of their number, who have been sent into exile. Rumors have 

1 | circulated that Ardahan has been retaken, but they are not confirmed. = | 
i... Except the fall of Soukoum Kalehon the one side and of Ardahan 
‘ae on the other, neither belligerent appears.to have gained much advantage ~ 2 
| , vin the Asiatic field, = 2 as ae 
; __ . When I wrote my dispatch of April.25, 1877, No. 147, [had not seen 

: _.. sthe Russian manifesto. Itseems. to. have.been prepared as early.as April : 
j  -~—«. 19, in: the form of a circular to the great powers, addressed by. Prince | 

“Gortchakoff to the several ambassadors, and by them delivered on the . : 
l. _ 24th, simultaneously with the declaration of war and the forward move- | 
i _-ment of the Russian armies. A copy, with a translation, is inclosed. _ - 
fo All the powers, except Great Britain, appear to have accepted itas 
i ‘the logical result of events during the last two years, especially of the  — 
i _- . Jast six months. Great Britain, equally legical in her own conduct,  __ 

f _ Ineets it with an earnest protest,of which I inclose a copy, bearing date, 
1 it will be seen, the Ist-of May, instant; just.one week after receiving 
; © the Russian manifesto. Ihave had oceasion more than once in these 
i _ dispatches to refer to the want of: accord-on the part of Great Britain =~ 

__- With the other. powers in their: Eastern. policy; to.her hesitation. in join- 
a ing the consular mission of August, 1875, to the insurgents of Bosnia. | 
i | and the Herzegovina, and in adhering to the Andrdssy note of Decem- | 
; ber. 30, 1875, and_her refusal to co-operate in the poliey of the so-called 
i; Berlin memorandum of May, 1876 (No. 89; August 10 1876);* to her. 
| possibly divided counsels in the conference of December last-(No.113, 
i December. 26, 1876, and No. 126, January 30, 1877); te the cautionary = 

declaration of the Earl of Derby before signing the Protocol of March | 
| | — 381, 1877 (No. 147, April 25,1877). od 
i Ihave: found myself unable to resist. the convietion. that, but: for the. | 
| | apparently. antagonistic attitude: of: Great: Britain toward: the other | 
; « . +powers,and especially toward: Russia, the war would. have been averted, —__ 
| and there would have been a settlement of what. is: usually called the. 
i Hastern question—a euphemism, perhaps, fer-the polity tobe pursued by = 
{ be understood to intimate any want. of good faith oropendealing onthe = 
to part of Her. Majesty’s Government, or that-any acts or-declarations had > 

| an ulterior purpose, much less that there: was any unavowed agreement. i 
j __ -with the Sublime Porte. Far. from: it. What I wish to express.is,that | 

| Turkish statesmen, seeing the constant dissent: | have referred.to, and 
| knowing the determination of united England to maintain.at-all-hazards. — | 

_ her manufacturing and commercial: supremacy, believed that she: would. | 
_ not. be an indifferent spectator: to:a:conflict which, on-the one: hand by = 

j subjecting Turkey, or any part-of it, to the-commercial poliey.of Russia, = 
j _ should endanger her best: and: most profitable customer; and.onthe 
i _ other, by giving the great northern power. access through the-Turkish = 

ee waters to the public seas, should ereate a troublesome.rival, not to:speak. 
i _ of imaginary perils. to the Indian Empire. This: belief encouraged them | 
| _ to reject: the Berlin memorandum, the preposals.of the conference, and — 
i the protocol even to. the ultimate reason of: war, secure beforehand.of.a 
j; vigorous moral support in Great. Britain, and of a timely intervention, =| 
I , if necessary, to avert a final disaster,, =, | 

A reply to the Russian manifesto has: been published by the Sublime =| 
; . Porte. in the form.of. a circular addressed by the, Sultan to the several. : 

; . ¢lose a copy, with a translation; also, the reply of the Earl of Derby, to supply an — 
:. | important page in this important-chapter of Turkish history. CO
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“ yalis (governors-general) of the-provinces, of which are inclosed trans- = 
_ lations in French and in English. The toneis much the same,itwillbe = — J 

seen, as that of the reply of his excellency Safvet Pasha to the protocol = =— J 

_.» Meanwhile diplomatic. relations. with. the Sublime: Porte have been Joel 
resumed by Germany, Austria, Hungary, and Italy. On the 17th in- | 

stant the Austrian-Lloyd’s steamer from Trieste brought with herpassen- J 
: gers their excellencies Count Corti, the Italian envoy extraordinary and esd 

minister plenipotentiary; Count Zichy, the Austro-Hungarian ambassa- = f 
| dor; and the Prince Henry VII Reuss, who succeeds Baron Werther as => J 

the ambassador of Germany. Their reception was very impressive; | 
only less so than that accorded to the new British ambassador on his» J 
arrival a month previous. Of all the signatory powers to the protocol, = = =—s fj 

_. France alone has failed, up to this time, to renew the intercourse SuSs- 
pended at the close of the conference in January last. This maybe = { 

-. due, probably is, to the recent changes in the French administration. - = ff 
. Of course it is not intended to include Russia in this category. She oT 

broke her diplomatic relations simultaneously with the declaration of = JJ 

TD hhave, &@, 0 Ca Ss . coe o | 

3 - | | Oe | [Inclosure 1 in No. 156—Translation.] Sa Po | 

na a THE RUSSIAN MANIFESTO. - ee oo | nee al 

- 8, PereRsBurG, April =, 1877. a 
"ss M, L? AMBaSSADEUR: The imperial cabinet has exhausted, since the commencement 
'. of the Eastern crisis, all the means in its power to bring about, with the concurrence. | 

| of the great powers of Europe, a lasting pacification of Turkey. | a a a 
|. _AIL the.propositions. successively made to the Porte. in consequence of the under- a 

standing established between the cabinets have met with an invincible resistance on = § 
_  itsparte oe (URS IU Ss a meio | Ene oe lig SOL el 
_. The protocel:signed in London on the jo Mareh of this year was the last expression = =f 

of the collective will of Europe 9 
--The-imperial cabinet had suggested it-as.a supreme effort of conciliation. It had - © § 

made known, by the declaration bearing the same date and accompanying the proto- © —s_ J 
eel, the.conditions which, if loyally accepted and performed by the Ottoman Govern- sf 

- ment, might bring about the re-establishment and consolidation of peace. . - = =. |. § 
‘The Porte.has just answered by a fresh refusal. This eventuality. had not. been con-. . _ | 

_ templated by the protocol of London. . While it formulated the views and decisions.of , 
| Europe, that. document had confined itself to stipulating that,in case the great powers. oe 
-. -were.deceived in their hope of seeing the Porte apply energetically the measures des-. eo 
-.  tined to afford to the.condition of the Christian populations. the, improvement unani-. - . &§ 

-- mously called for as indispensable to the tranquillity of Europe, they reserved tothem- = | & 
. selves to consider in common as to the means which they might deem best. filted.to. . | 

_ secure the well-being of: those populations and the interests.of the general peace. = = . § 
Thus the cabinets had foreseen: the case of the Porte not fulfilling: the promises.it = | 

might have made, but not that of its rejecting the demands of Eurepe. | 
_. At the same.time the declaration. made. by Lord Derby at. the time of signing the == 

protocol stated that as the government of Her Britannic Majesty had consented to the . == § 
signature of that act. only in view. of. the interests of the general peace, it.was to be. | | 

| understood beforehand that.in.the.event, of the proposed object not being attained— | 
' namely, reciproeal, disarmament and peace between, Russia and Turkey—the protecol | 4s 
_. should be regarded as nulland. void. SE 
: - The refusal. of the Porte and the reasons on which.it is founded leave no hope of 
_ deference on its part to the wishes and counsels of Europe, and no guarantee forthe = = == § 

| application of the reforms suggested for the improvement of the condition of the = ~~ = § 
_ Christian populations. They render impossible peace with Montenegro{and the per-. |
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i ~~ formance of the conditions which might bring about disarmament and pacification, = 
i: - In these circumstances, every chance is closed for efforts of conciliation.. There re-. : 
i - mains no alternative but to allow the state of things.to continue which the powers | 
’ ~ have declared incompatible with their interests and those of Europe in general, or else. __ : 
{ - ~~: to. seek to obtain by coercion what the unanimous efforts of the cabinets have not suc- 2 
i .-.. ceeded in. obtaining from the Porte by persuasion. =. rr ! 
i _- Our august master has resolved to undertake this work, which His Majesty had in-- 
: -_-vited the great powers to pursue in common with him.. He has given his armies the = 
’ order to cross the frontiers of Turkey. You will make known this resolution tothe  —| 
i;  —... government to which you are accredited. === °- * =. SO | 
i. In assuming this task, our august mastef fulfills duties imposed upon him by the 3 
: interests of Russia, whose peaceful development is hindered by the permanent disturb- | 
{  —.__s aneeg of the East. His Imperial Majesty has the conviction that he responds at the =——™ 
7 ~~ game time to the sentiments and interests of Eurupe..- a I a 
‘ee Accept, &¢.,.0 0. cD | oo ae - | | ae | 
i ee a GORTCHAKOFF. | 

ae I So '.» [Inelosure 2 in No. 156.) - Ce . a a 

ae re _° [From the Daily Levant Herald of May 9, 1877.] | ; a tof 

ee ENGLAND’S REPLY TO RUSSIA—LORD DERBY’S DISPATCH. - . 

; It has. been telegraphed that the Earl of Derby, Her Majesty’s foreign secretary  § 
’ stated a few days ago in the House of Lords that the British reply to Prince Gortcha | 

, _koff’s last: circular, announcing that Russia had. declared. war, had been dispatched 
2  . and that as soon as he received telegraphic intimation of the reply having been com 
i . .. municated to the Russian chancellor, he would lay the dispatch before Parliament and —s. 
i ' make it public. This has now been done, and we are enabled to give the following — | 7 
fo copy of the original text of this important document... a 

‘ee | The Earl of Derby to Lord 4. Loftus. = = | : 

1 — tee -. FoREIGN OFFICE, May 1,1877. 0 2 
}. . '. My Lorp: I forwarded to your excellency in my dispatch of the 24th ultimo acopy > 
; _ of Prince Gortchakoff’s circular-dispatch of the 7-19th ultimo, announcing thatthe Em- 
to. peror of Russia had given orders to his armies to cross.the frontiers of Turkey. Her |. | 
: _ . Majesty’s Government have received this communication with deep regret. They 
ij ~~... ¢annot accept the statements: and conclusions with which Prince Gortchakoff has ac- a 
i companied it as justifying the resolution thus taken. The protocol, to which her SG 

Majesty’s Government, at the instance of that of Russia, recently became parties, re- . . 
po quired from the Sultan no fresh guarantees for the reform of his administration: With — 

a view of enabling Russia the better to abstain from ‘isolated action, it affirmed the in- | 
i. _ terest taken in common by the powers in the condition of the Christian populations of — 
' - Turkey. It went on to declare that the powers would watch carefully the manner in | 4 
i . which the promises of the. Ottoman Government were carried into effect,and that, = = 4 

should their hopes once more be disappointed, they reserved to themselves the rightto. 
3 . ‘gonsider in common the means which they might deem.best fitted to secure the well- | 
: oe being of the Christian populations and the interest of the general peace. To these = 
; declarations of the intentions of the powers the consent of the Porte was not asked ot 
, — or required. ‘The Porte, no doubt, has thought fit, unfortanately in the opinionof Her  —, 
1; . _ Majesty’s Government, to protest against the:expressions in question asimplying an. -_ | 

' -. . encroachment on the Sultan’s sovereignty and independence... But while so doing,and’ 
while declaring that they cannot consider the protocol as having any binding charac- 

i _ ter on Turkey, the Turkish Government have again affirmed their intention of carry- | 
+. - ‘ing into execution the reforms already promised. Her. Majesty’s Government cannot, | 
| .. |... therefore; admit, as is contended by Prince Gortchakoff, that the answer of the Porte : | 
i. -- removed all hope of deference on its part to the wishes. and advice of Europe, andall... | 
, _. security for the application of the suggested reforms. Nor are they of opinion that | 
‘ie the terms of the note necessarily precluded the possibility of the conclusion of peace = 
fo with Montenegro, or of the arrangement of mutual disarmament. —. oe - 
ie _ Her Majesty’s Government still believe that, with patience and moderation on both = 
i. : sides, these objects might not improbably have been attained. Prince Gortchakoff, . 
i however, asserts that all opening is now closed for attempts at conciliation; thatthe = — 
i Emperor has resolved to undertake the task of obtaining by coercion that which the = = |
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~- unanimous efforts of all the powers have failed ‘to obtain from the Porte by persuasion, . sy 

and he expresses His Imperial Majesty’s conviction that this step is in accordance with = = & 

the sentiments and the interests of Europe. It cannot be expected that Her Majesty’s ———«*@ 

 Government-should agree in this view. They have not concealed their feeling that = ——«f 

the presence of large Russian forces on the frontiers of Turkey, menacing its safety, ~ co 

rendering disarmament impossible, and.exciting a feeling of apprehension and fanati- pe | 

/ ism among the Mussulman population, constituted a material obstacle to internal ~ | 

os pacification and reform. They cannot believe that the entrance of those armieson Turk-  — — § 

_. ‘ Gdsh soil will alleviate the difficulty or improve the condition of the Christian population  &€ 

_.° throughout the Sultan’s dominions. But the course on which the Russian Govern- — | 

~. ment has entered involves a graver and more serious consideration. Itisincontraven-. 

: tion of the stipulations of the treaty of Paris of March 30, 1856, by which Russiaandthe  —-.— | 

- . other signatory powers engaged, each on its own part, to respect the independence = 

~ and the territorial integrity of the Ottoman Empire. In the conference of London of —s—s—iai‘z*S 

1871, at the close of which the above stipulation, with others, was again confirmed,the | 

Russian plenipotentiary, in common with those of ‘the other powers, signed adeclara-  —. § 

e tion affirming it to be an essential principle of the law of nations thatno powercan = = . 4 

- liberate itself from the engagements of a treaty, nor modify the stipulations thereof, | | 

- _ynless with the consent of the contracting parties, by means of an amicable arrange-. as 

ment. In taking action against Turkey on his own part, and having recourse toarms . — 

-. without further consultation with his allies, the Emperor of Russia has separated him-  =———sé—<—~—~S&S 
-  gelf from the European concert hitherto maintained, and has, at the same time, de- —  __ } 

parted from the rule to which he himself had solemnly recorded his consent. Itis — | 

| impossible to foresee the consequences of such an.act. Her Majesty’s Government =  —— § 

would willingly have refrained from making any observations in regard to it; butas. - | 

Prince Gortchakoff seems to assume, in a declaration addressed to all the governments  =————s 
~ of Europe, that Russia is acting in the interest of Great Britain and that of the other .-—-.—as—=«s:—s«&G 

: - powers, they feel bound to state, in a manner equally formal and public, that thede- ; 

__ cision of the Russian Government is not one which can have their concurrence or ap-  @ OE 

proval. — a i So Be a | CoE 

: ee nelosure 3 in No. 156.) a , oe ae ae 

| ee | THE BERLIN MEMORANDUM. 0 ee eG 

me Memorandum of a conference between the Emperors of Austria Hungary, Germany, — s 

~~ and Russia, held in Berlin in May, 1876.0 . | erence { 

Pe oe (Translation. ] oe rs 

-. The alarming tidings which come from Turkey are of a nature toimpel the three  ] 

|... gabinets to draw closer their intimacy. — Bg a 
| . The three imperial courts have deemed. themselves called upon to concert amongst. | 

' themselves measures for averting the dangers of the situation with the concurrenceof = = — J 
| the other great Christian powers. DE 
-. ‘Tt appears to them that the existing ‘state of affairs in Turkey demands a double — |G 

+ geries of measures. It seems to them of primary importance that Europe should con- | 
 gider the general means necessary to guard against the recurrence of events similar to 

-.. +. those which have recently taken place at Salonica, and the repetition of whichisthreat-. - sf 
oe ened at Smyrna and Constantinople. To effect this the great powers should, in their CG 

| _ opinion, come to an understanding as to the measures to be taken to insure the safety __ | 
of their own subjects and of the Christian inhabitants of the Otteman Empire, at all - | 

-. points. where it may be found to beendangered. ss, Poe as mo : — 
- It would appear: possible to attain. this end by-a general agreement concerning dis- ===. 
- - patch of vessels of war to the menaced points, and by the adoption of combined instruc- — a 

. tions to the commanders of those vessels in cases where circumstances might require | — .  § 
oo armed co-operation on their part with the object of maintaining order and tranquillity... | | 
Oo Nevertheless this end would be but.imperfectly attained if the primary cause of those _ 

| disturbances were not removed by the prompt pacification of Bosnia and the Herze- — &§ 

OVEN oe ae ae 
| ‘The great powers have already united in this view upon the initiative taken in the | | 

: - dispatch of the 30th of December last, with the object of obtaining an effectiveame- = = 
_ jioration in the condition of the populations of these countries without interfering — oo | 

with the political status quo. They demanded of the Porte a programme of reformsdes- sO 
'-- tined to answer this double purpose. The Porte, deferring to this demand, declared’ oo o- 

itself firmly resolved to execute these reforms, and communicated this officially tothe = ssf
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i. cabinets. The latter thereby acquire a moral right, that of watching over the accom-- 2 
| | plishment, and an obligation, that of insisting that the insurgents and refugees should | 

| _ fecond: this work of, pacification. by. terminating the straggle and returning to their = ia omes. : a Be . es | 
|. _ . Nevertheless, this programme of pacification, though it has been adopted in principle. | 
i _ by both parties, has encountered.a twofold obstacle. = oe | pees ! 

The insurgents have declared that past experience forbids them to trust the promises : 
|; .. of the Porte without. positive material European guarantee. oe 

j .... The Porte, on its side, has declared that as long as the insurgents:were scouring the = 
i. country in arms, and the refugees did not return to their homes, it.was materially im- | 
a possible for it-to. proceed to the new organization of the country. Ce 
i... , In the mean time hostilities have resumed their course. The agitation engendered. 
i __ by this strife of eight months has extended to other parts of Turkey. The Mussulman: _ : 
j populations:have been thereby led to. conelude that.the. Porte had only apparently de- : 

| _ ferred to the diplomatic action of Europe, and that at heart it did-not intend seriously 7 
1. to apply the promised reforms. Thence arose.a. revival of religious and political pas- to sions, which has. contributed to cause the deplorable events of Salonica and‘the menac- - 
. _ ing overexcitement which manifests itself at other points of European Turkey. | 

ta Nor is it doubtful that.in its turn this explosion of fanaticism reacts on men’s minds. | 
i in Bosnia. and Herzegovina.as in the neighboring principalities. Oo a oe 
{ . _ ,, For the.Christians in these countries must have been keenly impressed bythe factof == 
iT : the massacre of the European consals in. open day, in a,peaceful town, under the eyes of © | 
| powerless authorities; how then can they beinduced to trust themselves.to the good- = 
: will of. Turks irritated by a protracted and sanguinary struggle? ss i oe 
. Were this state of affairs to be prolonged the risk would thus be incurred of seeing 

. that general conflagration kindled which the mediation of the great. powers was pre- 
i; cisely intended to avert, © ss . OO oe a 
a - . _ It is most. essential, therefore, to establish certain guarantees of a nature to insure | 
t 8 beyond doubt the loyal and fall application of the measures agreed upon between the. on 
i powers and the Porte. It is more than ever urgent to press the government of the | 

| _ Sultan to decide on setting itself seriously to work to fulfill the engagements it has 
: contracted toward Europe. = 2 = oe , | - | 
: oo As the first step in this direction the three imperial courts propose to insist with the | 
i Porte, with all the energy that the united voice of the three powers should possess, on __ 
‘ee @ suspension of arms being effected. for the term of two months. Thisinterval would = 
' _ enable action to be brought to bear simultaneously on. theinsurgents and the refugees, -__ 2 

| _—s—- to inspire them with confidence in the vigilant solicitude of Kurope; on the neigh- | _ 
| _ boring principalities, to exhort them not to hinder this attempt at conciliation; and, === 
j . finally, on the Ottoman Government, to place it in a position to carry out its promises. — , 
; By this means the way might be opened for direct negotiations between the Porte and . 
ft the Bosnian and Herzegovinian delegates, on the basis of the wishes the latter have. 
if formulated, and which have been deemed fit to serve as starting-points for a discussion. | 
a . _ These points are as follows: 99 ee I 
i: __ 1. That materials for the reconstruction of dwelling-houses and churches should be | 
[ . furnished to the returned refugees; that their subsistence. should be assured to them 
: - till they eqnld support themselves by theirown labor, a Oe 
j | _ 2 In 30 bar as the distribution of help should appertain to the.Turkish commissioner,  _ 
7 ' he should consult as to the measures: to be taken with the. mixed. commission men- a 
i _ tioned in the note of the 30th of December, to guarantee the. bona fide application of. “ 

oo the:reforms and control their execution. This commission should be presided over by : 
; . a, Herzegovinian Christian, and be composed of natives faithfully representing the two. 
/ _ Feligions.of the country. They should be elected as soon as the armistice should have. | 

- .guspended hostilities. ee OO A | 0 bee / 
‘ae _ 3. In order to avoid any collision, advice-should: be given at Constantinople to.con- . 
t- centrate the Turkish troops, at least. until excitement has subsided, on some. points to. — | 
i; _ be agreed upon. oe Dg ER Ce | 
3 . _ 4, Christians as well as Mussulmans should retain their.arms. | cL ye | 
i _. 5. The consuls or delegates of the powers.shall keep. a watch over the applieation.of == 
1 . the reforms.in general, and on the steps relative to the repateiation in particular. ! ij. If, with the friendly and cordial support of the great powers, and by the help of an 
i. _ armistice, an arrangement could be concluded on these. bases, and be set in. train. im- a 
i mediately by the return of the refugees and. the election of the mixed commission, a | 
‘ae considerable step would be made toward pacification. os 
: . If, however, the armistice were to expire without the efforts of the powers being | : 
, _ successful in attaining. the end they have. in view, the three imperial courts are of | 

_ ' opinion that it would become necessary to supplement their diplomatic action by the _ os 
1 sanction of an agreement with a'view to such efficacious measures as. might appear to 
|. be demanded, in the interest.of general peace, to check the evil and prevent its-devel- =. —
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LORD DERBY’S REPLY TO THE BERLIN MEMORANDUM. 7 ne | 

a So - -‘The Earl of Derby to Lord Odo Russell. Does | E 

| , ee OB mo “FOREIGN OFFICE, May 19, 1876.. | 

My Lorp:. Her Majesty’s Government have had under their consideration the mem- _ | 
- randum of which a copy was inelosed in your dispatch of the 13th instant, containing =. q 

she proposals of ‘the Governments-of Austria, Germany, and Russia for the'pacification =~ &§ 
- of the Herzegovina and Bosnia. = ee Ob fe 1 ey Ba | 

po - These proposals had been agreed upon by Count Andrassy, Prince Bismarck,‘and = = J 
oe Prince Gortchakoff, at a meeting at Berlin, and your excellency was requested to:com- “ 

- municate them to Her: Majesty’s Government, with the hope that. Her Majesty’sGov- sO 
"ernment would accede to them, and express:their-opinion at once upon-the telegraphic aS 

' -.. «gummary furnished by yourexcellency. oe 
.  . J:informed:your excellency-on the 15th instant that it would be-necessary. forme to —_ | 
-- gonsult my colleagues, and that-I could not .give any reply until-after the proposals = = — fj 

— -ef the three.governnients had been considered by the cabinet. _ Do co Soa a 
Thave now to‘state to: your excellency that'Her Majesty’s Government regret to find eg el 

_. - thémeselves tinable to -co-operate ‘in ‘the policy which the three governments have = | 
Invited them to: pursue. Her Majesty’s Government appreciate the-advantage of con- , 

_ -gerted action by the:powers in: all ‘that-relates to the questions arising out of the in-. 
.. *gurrection, but they cannot consent te join in preposals which they donot-conscien- . 

- tiously believe likely to effect the pacification which..all the.powers-desire tosee  - = § 
.  “ettained. oe Soy - BS ge ane ec - 

- Fhe proposals contained in the memorandum are directed. to-pressing uponthe Porte ) 
| _ -the’éstablishment of :an-armistiee for two. months, with a view to direct negotiations = = © § 

'._ -Bétween: the Porte and the delegates of the insurgents’ on the basis.of the wishes which  - 
- . -thedatter-have-expréssed, and which have been thought: fit ‘to serve.as-points-of depart- 

Sure for discussion, © BRR A Ea a ions 
| _ In-the ‘first-place; it appears to Her Majesty’s Government that they would not be. — i 
.. fustified in insisting upon the ‘Porte ‘consenting ‘to an armistice, without knowing | 

_-- swhether the military situation-admitted of its being-established without prejudice to =f 
| _ the Turkish: Government, -and without ‘rendering necessary the exercise of .greater _ on 
 » s@fferts'on:the ‘renewal of the. campaign, and a consequent prolongation of the struggle. — 

| ~ Moreover, the faithful observance of the armistice by both sides would have.to -be ner 
 ‘geeured, since'‘the Porte could -not well be called upon to suspend operations against .  ——i‘isw:séi*d 

_. the insurgents while the insurrection was receiving support from Servia-and Monte- = | 
negro, and the insurgents stréngthening their position, and recruiting their forees,and => | 

| obtaining arms and supplies. The mere fact of the insurrection remaining unsup- 
| pressed would be likely to give it additional vitality, and the result of an armistice  <. 4g 

-- might, therefore, be to lead to.a rejection of any demands which the Porte might fairly — "| 
co be expected to concede, and thus hinder rather than advance the prospects of pacifica- =—“i«S@S 

7 tion. _ ne a Boge ye go oe a oe 
| At the same time Her Majesty’s Government would not advise the Porte against = f 

acceding to ‘an armistice should ‘the Turkish Government consider'that the‘political =| 
and military position admitted of it, and its result would be likely to be beneficial, | | 
although, in view of the objections which I have mentioned, and others of a similar ty 

-. character which ‘will readily occur. to your ‘excellency, Her Majesty’s Government do El 
_ not feel justified inrecommending it:to:the Porte, ‘still less in insisting uponits-accept- | 

vance. Ce SS Se ST Sa ago a Sgn a tenet on (what 
_.. In my dispatch of the 15th instant I have informed your excellency of:some:of the = | 

- objections which I stated ‘to Count Miinster had occurred to me in regard:tothe five = . & 
. points which were proposed asa basis for negotiation between the Porte and the in- | of 

| -surgents. A further consideration of the proposals has not led to any modification of = — 

| . ‘Her Majesty’s Government doubt whether the Porte has'the means of providing for = § 
| ‘the reconstruction of the houses and churehes of the insurgents, or ot finding subsist- = — ff 

-_- sente for the returning refugees. ‘If Her Majesty’s Government-arerightly:informed,the = = . =f 
—.gost-would be very heavy;:and the Porte -has not the requisite funds at its disposal. _ oe 

The distribution of relief -by:such @ commission as ‘is contemplated would belittle = =f 
. .. better than a‘system of indiseriminate:alms-giving. It would probably:be beyond the ff 

poor es ‘power of the Porte to adopt,-and, if adopted, would:prove utterly demoralizing to‘any. _ 
seountry, pe : 

BS _ :Her:Majesty’s Government: donot mean to say'that the Porte would not be wise in | an 
affording any practical facilities and inducements for the return ofthe population who = = ~~ 

“have quitted or been driven from their homes owing to the insurrection, but they donot _ | 
- ~. eonsider that they can urge upon the Porte to undertake engagements the observance : : 

-.. of which would be beyond its power. | PE EE SS :
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i. - . ° . The concentration of the Turkish troops in certain places would be delivering up — 
; _the whole country to anarchy, particularly when the insurgents are to retain their 

i. - The consular supervision would reduce the authority of the Sultan toa nullity; and, ! 
i .- . without force to support it, supervision would be impossible. - OO ae 
i... Even if there were any prospect of the Porte being willing and able to come to an | ; 
, arrangement with the insurgents.on the basis proposed, which Her Majesty’s Govern- | 
: -. ment scarcely believe possible, the intimation with which the memorandum closes: a 
: - would render any such negotiation almost. certainly abortive, for it could not be 
; - supposed that the insurgents. would accept any terms of pacification from the Porte 
: in face of the declaration that. if the. insurrection continued after the armistice the 
j _. . powers would intervene further. a a _ : 
i . Regarded in this light, the proposal of an armistice seems to Her Majesty’sGovern- = 
, - -menttobeillusory, = <= | a a 
j ' There is another point-not referred to in your excellency’s:telegraphic summary, but =. __ 
i... ‘to- which if is necessary for me to advert, viz, the proposal in the third paragraph of = => 
i. the memorandum that the powers should agree upon the measures to be taken by their- | 
: - respective naval forces for the safety of foreigners and of the Christian inhabitants of a 
i. the Ottoman Empire at Salonica and other places where it might be threatened. - 9 | 
i. Her Majesty’s Government have already ordered that Her Majesty’s ship Swiftsure , 

i: should proceed to Salonica, and that Admiral. Drummond, with three other vessels of — : 
i; - ~war, should go to Besika Bay, where he will be in ready communication with Her | | 
i . ‘Majesty’s embassy, and an additional vessel of small size has been placed in attend- : 
{  .. -- ance at Constantinople at Sir-H. Elliot’s request. They have heard that other powers = 
1 _ .have reinforced their squadrons in Turkish waters, and that there isaconsiderable  —s| 
; .. «naval force assembled at Salonica. a ee 
i = Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt that the measures thus taken will havehad 
; . | <a good effect in affording confidence to the subjects of. Great Britain and other powers oo 
i at Salonica and elsewhere; and they will readily give instructions to Admiral Drum- | 
; ~ . . ymnond, and the captains of Her Majesty’s ships under his orders, to give any protection = —_: 
7 7 ‘and assistance which may be necessary for the preservation of the lives and property oe 

i; a of foreign subjects, should they unhappily be :in immediate danger, either in concert So 
— _. with the commanding officers of the ships of the other powers or,in the absence of any i 
i - such ships, on their own responsibility. Her Majesty’s Government do not, however, 4 
i. - at present apprehend any necessity for such measures, and they are of opinion that - 
i. ' gare should be taken that the naval forces of foreign powers are not employed in any | | 
i... manner contrary to the treaty-rights of the Porte. or subversive of the Sultan’s | 

- authority... — . 2 gS we A .. Pa pn ERTS en 
i --. Your excellency is authorized to read this dispatch to Prince Bismarck, and to leave | | 
+ a copy. with his excellency, should he desire it. = ©... 5 oo eluate 
fo Dam, &O 
i es DERBY. | 

fo - 7  [Inclosure 5 in No. 156.—Translation.} = mo 

1 . - ‘THE ADDRESS OF HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN ON THE DECLARATION OF WAR, 

i _. The Russian Government has broken its relations with and declared war against us. - 
' ' __ -From.all sides the armies -have invaded our frontier. Relying upon the aid and favor = 
:. ‘of God, the dispenser of victory in just causes, and upon the spiritual assistance of 

- ‘the Prophet, we seé ourselves obliged to resort to arms. = Ce Hn ay a 
1 _ As all our subjects very well know, the Russians, ever cherishing a.spirit.of ambition = 
j and of covetousness toward our states, have never ceased watching for an occasion to => 
: —.. attack us. vo Ds a a - SUEDE eg 
; The insurrection which broke out two. years. ago in Herzegovina, the fruit of the co 
i pernicious seed which they there sowed, served them as an instrument for kindling the = = 
i .. -flame of revolt among the Bulgarian inhabitants of the vilayets of the Danube and. . | 
7 Adrianople, and likewise in Servia and Montenegro. .Wholly creating these troubles oo 
ie among us, they have sought by calumnious accusations to render public opinion hostile 
i. ‘tous. Itisa matter of public notoriety that, animated with the most peaceful senti- | 
i ments, we have never declined to listen to the counsels of the friendly powers. | 
; _. But our enemy makes it appear the purpose he-follows is nothing but the annihila- 
7 tion of our independence, our rights, and. of our country itself, and he cannot be sat- 
i ' ‘isfied so long as he has not attained it. Finally, to-day he attacks us, contrary toright | 
0 and with no legitimate motive. oS me re 

too... ..- he Supreme Judge, who protects right and justice, let us hope, will accord us view 
fo  toryand safety, : So a



By reason of this aggression of the enemy our state is placed ina difficult situation, == 
a which, as history attests, cannot be compared to any of the crises through which,until =. 

| the present time, the country has passed. ee oo # 

a Consequently, in my character‘as khalif and sovereign, I appeal tothe union and | te 

the moral and material accord of all the children ‘of the country, who, in the interest | 

of their common right, of which, in this country, they enjoy full liberty, are in. duty : | 

| bound ‘to place themselves on their guard against this enemy of liberty, who hassmoth- = — Jf 
ered the language, the faith, and the religion of so many peoples who to-day groan” | 

-synder hisoppression. BE | 4 

Since my accession to the throne my sole and principal care has been the liberty and re 

-.- prosperity of all the Osmanlis, and. the preservation of our rights and our independ- | | 

| ence. The constitution that I have promulgated with this end is the incontestable | 

«proof of this. ._By way of retaliation I only demand of you fidelity and loyalty to your oe ey 

: ‘duty. as subjects, and. your concord and union for the preservation of therights and = 3 

he independence of the country. © eae oe 8 

Consequently, taking the example of your brother soldiers, who labored with cour-. __ | 

age and bravery, even to the sacrifice of their life, to safely guard the rights and honor |  * 

of the Osmanlis against the aggression of the enemy, and believing that in everything _ - 

---- your sovereign is with you, it is incumbent upon you to be united and ready for sacri- = 

-_ fiees for the safety of the land, to never forget that you are all children of thesame = 7 

-.- - gountry, and to. defend the wealth, the life, and the honor of your compatriots as you  =— | 

- » . would defend your own property, life, and honor. = ns 

| ~ T ought to add, further, that the greatest honor in the world is for a man,to love his of 

country and to fulfill the duties which devolve upon him by reason. of thislove. —— . a | 

- »- You will show to all that you can march in the steps of your fathers and your an-. 

; ~_cestors when the safety of the rights and the independence of the common country is  &§ 

- goncerned, and I trust you will be proud of each drop of blood our enemy, contrary to 

_ . ‘allright, compels us to spill for the preservation of ourhonor, 

-. + On'the other hand, our enemy, pretending that the Mussulmans have certain bad in-- | 

._ tentions against their fellow-citizens professing other religions, puts forward the pre- — 4 

- _tense of taking these citizens under his exclusive protection by declaring theimperial © § 

ote government responsible for every prejudicial act of thelatter, ; 

“I am convinced that all faithful subjects, continuing to live together in perfect con- _~ 

-__ eord as brothers and compatriots, will give a formal denial to this falseidea. - OE 

-. . Although at war with the power who has wished to bring reproach upon ourrights «©... 

| - and independence, our relations with the other friendly powers have suffered noaltera- = 

tion. -— a SO - 

_..* [recommend to you, then, the peopie of these powers who may come into our states © oe 

ag travelers or as merchants. You will give your. attention to it that nothing the least: | 

_.  °. prejudicial shall happen to them, and that everywhere they may enjoy the most perfect a 

. security. | a ELEN ae eo a oy 

> You are requested to publish these presents to all mutessarifs and caimacams of the 

-gandjaks and cazas, to the mudirs and functionaries of the province, and tothe whole = , — & 

| population placed under your jurisdiction, and act in accordance. 4 

Given in the year of grace 1294, the 18tb. of Rebi-ul-akhir. (May 1,1877.) 7 

— No.1] a _ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
Constantinople, June 9, 1877. (Received July 17.) 

«Sir: Since the beginning of the present war between Turkeyand —— § 

- -Russia, the attitude of Hungary has been observed with some interest. = = — ff 

7 In this connection certain recent occurrences deserve mention as indica- — | 

_._ tory of the sentiments of the Hungarians toward the Ottoman Govern- — ee 
ment, and at. the same time illustrating the force of traditionary pop- i 
 glar gratitude. Se eT 

‘When the cause of the Hungarian patriots failed in 1849, Kossuth =f 
7 and his associates, numbering several thousand, took refugein Turkey, — ff 

where they found an asylum, and were protected against the attempts == —s_ J 

~ of both Austria and Russia. (See Mr. Brown’s dispatch No. 5, Septem- J 
ber 1, 1849; Mr. Marsh’s No. 2, November 9, 1849; Mr. Brown’s No.12, sf
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{  . -February 18,1850; Mr. Marsh’s No.3, March 14,1850, and No.4, March 
1 25, 1850.) Many of them ultimately went: from Turkey to America | 

_ ander the auspices of our government. == = > RSE 
i _: Last winter, during the session ofthe conference,‘a deputation of 
{ ‘Hungarian students from the University of Pesth came ‘to Constanti- = — 
; nople, bearing the present of .a-sword to his excellency Abdul-Kerin =| 
i Pasha, the serdar ekrem or. generalissimo of the Ottoman forces, who . | 
| . ‘had recently finished a successful campaign in Servia. .They were ‘re- — | 
t - eé@ived with great distinction by the imperial government, lodged and 2 
| -entertained at the public expense during théir stay of some ten days, © 
f  -and loaded with favors on their departure. Plenipotentiaries‘could not = _ 
| have been more enthusiastically 1éted than were these young men who 
Bo represented no one but themselves and their fellow-students, and noth- =| 
i ing bat-the sympathies and-gratitude of their conutrymen. =| re, 
i. _ -As:a sequel to this ‘transaction, .a reciprocal deputation of seftas, the | | 
| _ higher-class ‘students of theology and law, was sent ‘early in April'to sy. 
| ©  ‘Buda-Pesth, bearing with them, by authority of the Sultan, certain of. : 
; the so-called Corvinian manuseripts. The history of thése literary treas- 
io ures ‘is briefly this :: Corvinus, the Hungartan monareh, added-to the ) 

|}  .- splendor of his reign by collecting what ‘was for that day an Immense ! 
i _ library, .principally of illustrated manuscripts. When Soleiman the _ 
;  . ‘Magnificent overran Hungary, in-1526,-he carried away from Pesth to -  ~ 
1 ' Constantinople, with other immense booty, what the historian Jouan- | | 

7 ‘nim calls ‘La belle bibliothéque de Matthias Corvin.” Lhe proud: Hun- | 
;  garians have again and-again attempted ‘to recover these precious relics 
j  . of:their-period of happiest memory,:but without ‘success. During the 
i three anda half centuries ‘subsequent, the ‘brary would unavoidably | 
| suffer great detriment, even if preserved more carefully than it:has been oT 

} _ by the Turks. Though keptat the seraglio, inthe same building with  — 
; oo... the .sacred. banner, the prophet’s sword,.and other -similar objects of | ! 
} _ Massulman veneration, the books had no religious character, and their ==> 

value in the estimation-‘of Europeans was not appreciated. Atthesame 
i ° time they were-so withdrawn from the public eye that few non-Mussul- 

ss mans ever saw them. What their:-present number or condition may be | 
; ~ none but the faithful-have the meaus of knowing. = | 
, The softa deputation carried, ‘in all, thirty-five manuscripts, contain. = 

. ing, besides the Holy Bible, works of Aristotle,.Plutarch, Cicero, Caesar, «_—© 
i; Dante, and other great writers of antiquity. The bearers of this pres- ! 
: ent, so. peculiarly dear to the Hungarians, seem, from the published ac- 
i counts, to have met at Buda-Pesth ‘attentions even more distinguished | 
i. than had been accorded to the student delegation in Constantinople. | 
: And on their return.in the middie of May, after an absence ofa month, © 
i- their welcome home by their associates was almost an ovation. = = 

i. _ Whether these sentiménts exhale in manifestations of enthusiasm, or — : 
: assume a more effective style, will depénd very much, probably, upon 
i . theturnofevents ©) *=. ee ee 

i a oe — - HORACE MAYNARD.
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m Mr, Maynard to Mr. Evarts, ne oe 

: No. 162.| | LEGATION: OF THE UNITED STATES, — UE 
Constantinople, June 26, 1877. (Received August 20.) sO 

_ __Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge your dispatch No. 126, dated | 
May 28, 1877, transmitting a copy of correspondence between the De- —s_ J 
partment of State and the:president of the board of delegates of Ameri- = = | 

| €an Israelites. It was announced by telegraph weeks ago that sucha = ~— 
dispatch had been sent, one of the very few items of intelligence com- : 

- municated by that channel. . The telegram from the Department disap- | 
proving of the course of Mr. De Haas, being of subsequent date, I | 

_ assume should be construed with the dispatch. I at once prepared-an i (stsi‘isi*@S 
instruction to the consulate-general at Constantinople, of which a copy | , «| 

—. is ineclosed. Ss | ee , BE &— 
_ -‘The number of Israelites in ‘Turkey is variously estimated. In Earo- ~~ 

pean Turkey it may be set down at 75,000; in Asiatic Turkey atafew | 
7 thousand more, making an aggregate, probably, of 155,000. This estl =  ——s«&E 

mate does not include Egypt-and the African possessions, nor the tribu-. | | 
_ tary provinces of Roumania and Servia. In the former of these prov- | | 

_  Inces-the Israelites are reckoned at about 250,000; in the latter at-less i 
than 2,000. In the whole Ottoman Empire they must number nearly = | 

| or quite 500,000. 0 BO 4 
‘During my term of official service a single instance only of maltreat- 

ment suffered by this faith has been brought to the notice of thelega- = = sf 
| tion. ‘That was the ease of the Rabbi Sneersohn, an American Israel- ee 

ite, grievously outraged by his co-religionists at Tiberias, in N ovember, OE 
_ 1874. The history of it will be found in my note to Sir Henry Elliot, oe 

Her British Majesty’s ambassador, and in a verbal note from thelega- 
tion to the imperial ministry of foreign affairs. To both notes satisfac-. a 
tory answers were returned, and J transmitted them, with an instruction, a | 
to the United States consul at Beirut. Meanwhile the rabbi, wearied ee 
and impoverished by the delay, seems to have abandoned all hope of | 

| redress, and to have gone, I believe, to France; -possibly he returned to | 
_ America. Nothing further has been done in his case; indeed,in his 

-_ abseycee, nothing could be done. Mee Se I ee , 
_My attention was' drawn to the situation of the Israelites in the PTrov- | | 

_inces. by receiving, in January last, a copy of a memorial addressed to | | 
|. the conference, then in session at-Constantinople, by a body of Hebrew | | 

delegates assembled ‘in convention at -Paris. I inclose a copy of the. 4 
letter transmitting it. The memorial itself appears to have been sent — | 

_ to Washington, and is no doubt on file in the. Department of State. I | 7 
_ took occasion to present the matter, unofficially, to members ofthe con- He &— 
ference, the inconclusive result of whose labors is known. ee : 

_ [have referred to the telegram from the Department of State, disap- 8 — & 
| _ proving the course of Mr. De Haas. A dispatch from him has been =~ [| 
| shown me, explaining that.the protection extended by him and disap-  - 

_ proved of by the Department was given to certain Israelites in and - 
around Jerusalem who had been protected by the Russian consulate, 
-and-who, at .some-time,-had lived themselves or their ancestors in.Rus- - | : 
sia, but who at present have no national allegiance, being, as heex-  &§ 

_ presses it, a scattered remnant of God’s ancient people. en o£ 
__ this recapitulation embraces all the occasions I have had to consider __ | 
the situation of the Israelites in Turkey until I received your dispatch £ 
No126.0 pe ee
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’ - The communication addressed to the Department of State by Mr. : 

ij  .____ Isaacs, president, refers mainly to the persecuted Hebrews of Rouma- i 

| | nia. No doubt the persecutions bave been greater there than elsewhere | 

1 in the empire; and this for a variety of reasons. Among others, they : 

are as numerous in this province, I have shown, as in all the rest ofthe _ : 

; -- Ottoman dominions. A trace of their persecution appears in the corre- : 

j spondence of the legation.. (Mr. Morris’s dispatches, Nos. 363 and 364, of 

i | May, and 370 of July,1870.) Recently Her British Majesty’s Govern- 

: ment presented to the House of Commons, in pursuance of their address, | 

i | a correspondence respecting the condition and treatment of the Jews , 

i. in Roumania and Servia. It forms a blue-book, so called, of some 360: . : 

i pages, containing 644 papers, beginning in March, 1867, and concluding — 

: | in April last, thus covering a period of ten years, and is the fullest as. : 

i -_-well as the most authentic narrative on that subject I have seen. 

In ordinary times the authority of the Ottoman Government in Rou- : 

i - mania is very slight indeed. At the date of Mr. Isaacs’s correspondence: 

' | - with the Department of State the province was in the military posses- : 

j sion of Russia, and it has so remained until now, to the entire exclusion | 

i; . of the Sublime Porte. The United States consular agent at Bucharest, | 

| himself an Israelite, as Iam informed, and our qnly consular officerin = 

i the two provinces of Roumania and Servia, enjoys a superior reputation, | 

| indeed, and, by comparison, it would be advisable, in my opinion, to | 

[. give him consular rank. a 3 a 

Justice to the Turks requires me to say they have treated the Jews 

i much better than have some of the western powers of Europe. W hen. | 

- banished from Spain, for instance, they found an asylum in Turkey,. 

{ . where their descendants remain to this day, distinguished from the oth- | 

| ers of the same faith by the use of the Spanish tongue. An impression 

, prevails that under Turkish rule the treatment of the Jews is better 

| - than that of the Christians. They are recognized as an independent 

religious community, with the privilege of possessing their own ecclesias- 

, tical rule, and their chief rabbi. (chacham-bashi) possesses, in conse- | 

quence of his functions, great influence. | Agu oe | 

i ~ Yesterday, during my weekly call upon the Minister of Foreign Affairs, | 

I introduced the subject. His excellency protested that where the Turk- | 

2 ish rule obtained the Israelites had always enjoyed every privilege and : 

i immunity accorded by the laws to Ottoman subjects. His language in 

| - this sense was very emphatic. For their treatment in the provinces the 

| | Sublime Porte could not justly be held responsible. Yet, even then, in 

; the late treaty with Servia, they had exacted from her a promise of | 

1 justice to these much-injured people. | a 

4  “ Jf any grievances are reported, or etherwise come to my knowledge, ! 

t T shall interpose for relief. . Se , | 

; | I am, &c., | - - | * ; 

, | Oo a HORACE MAYNARD. 

: a [Inclosure 1 with No. 162.] “ oe | 

| oc SF Mr. Maynard to D. Stamatiades. | | | 

1 | — No. 166.) ne | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 

q me oo Constantinople, June 23, 1877. 

i. . Sir: A recent dispatch from the Department of State transmits a copy of a corre- 

1 Se spondence between the Department and the president of the board of delegates of 

3 American Israelites, respecting the reported situation of the Hebrews in the Turkish 

1 provinces, especially those now the theater of war, and directs me to give such in- i 

q ‘structions to our consular representatives the provinces as will be, in my judgment, 

: - in view of the peculiar exigencies of the situation at present, best adapted to secure to J 

i | our Israelites the desired protection. A telegram of subsequent date from the State 2
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Department disapproves of the course of one.of our consuls in giving protection to. &§ 
certain Jews in the vicinity of hisconsulate. = Ce ee | 

In conformity with these directions, will you please instruct all the consular officers } 
of your jurisdiction to observe carefully the condition of the Hebrews within theircon- = E 

m sular districts, and any instances of persecution or other maltreatment to report with- | oes : 
| out delay to the Jegation, calling the attention to them unofficially of the governors oe 

| or other Ottoman authorities. At the same time they will not take them under the | ; 
_ charge of their consulates, or extend to them the protection due only to American citi- : 

| . Zens. | ee oo .  &§ 

- . Tam, &c., oe a “ Ce oo 

eR } as - _.. HORACE MAYNARD, ~~ ff 
7 D. STAMATIADES, Esq., as ne | | | : «- 

: - ‘Vice-Consul General, Constantinople al. E 

CS es ee | Cb : I 

| - .s [Inelosure 2 with No. 162.] a 7 By | 

, | | Mr. Maynard to Sir Henry Elliot. oe SE 

: , | -.- * LLEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | a 
| es Constantinople, January 25, 1876. og 

_ Sr: The case of the Rabbi Sneersohn has been brought again to my attention by | E 

his arrival in this city. The following appear to be the facts: , E 

| 1. He is an American eitizen. Of this there is indubitable proof. He also bears cre- | € 

. dentials, recognized by me as genuine, from persons well known by me and highly os 

_.- réspectable and influential. 7 7 | | 

| 8, About one year ago, in Tiberias, he was set upon by lawless persons, robbed of a | i 

~. * gonsiderable amount, and subjected to great bodily ill-usage. - | ; 

| 3. He applied for redress to Her British Majesty’s consul at Beirut, who, after inves- | 

tigation, did not deem it his duty to interfere, but gave him and the United States E 

consul to understand that the offenders were not British protiés, and would not be pro- , i 

tected by the British Government. Possibly he may have been misunderstood. |  &§ 

4, He ‘then, with the assistance of the United States consul, proceeded against the on 

offenders before the Ottoman local tribunal, by which several arrests were made; but, i 

! “pending investigation, the prisoners were rescued by their friends, and thg authorities | 

' ~ set at defiance. ae | OE Bente Se 4 

5. Appeal was then made, on behalf of the rescued parties, to Her British Majesty’s oo 

consul at Beirut, and the matter referred to the British embassy in Constantinople,  § 

complaining that the United States consu] had been guilty of gross, perhaps wanton, &| 

— misconduct toward British protegés. ee mo oo : | 

6, This led to a correspondence between your excellency and the United States lega- . | 

a tion, but has reached no definite results, and which, inasmuch as the consul whose ae , 

 aetion was drawn in question has been superseded by his own government, and no | 

| principle especially involved, ceases to be important. Yo hee , | 

-.” 7, Meanwhile the aggrieved party remains without redress. . 7 ee a 

Now, in view of the foregoing, and for the attainment of justice due to all alike, I a 

| would suggest that such instructions be given to Her British Majesty’s consul at Beirut c 

as to secure to Mr. Sneersohn adequate redress, by his own official action, if he shall &§ 

| find the wrong-doers to be persons under British protection, or, if not, by leaving them | 
~ to the action of the Ottoman tribunals. If they are British protegés, let them be dealt : 

| with by British law; if Ottoman subjects, by Ottoman law. They should not escape — a 

> British justice as Turkish subjects, and Turkish justice under British protection. a i 

I embrace the occasion to express, &c. 7 , a 7 a i 

| | SE a ae oo HORACE MAYNARD. - 

| His Excellency the Right Hon. Sir HENRY ELLIOT, — 7 BE we 

. a | Her British Majesty’s Ambassador. | | - | 

| =e oo ae -  » {Inclosure 3. with No. 162.) _ pe | 

, | The United States Legation to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. +E 

: | | a a LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, i 
, | | | Constantinople, January 25,1876. | 

an oe +. (Verbal note.) ee : oe 

ae - - THE AFFAIR OF THE RABBI SNEERSOHN, AT TIBERIAS. . m | &£ 

The legation of the United States of America invites the attention of the imperial  &§ 

| ministry of foreign affairs to the affair of the Rabbi Hyram Z. Sneersohn, an American | 
- Gitizen. a ve : . : 

The facts, as reported to the legation, are briefly these: On the 28th of November, a
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j 1874, the said Rabbi Sneersohn was set upon by certain Jews at Tiberias and robbed — , 
7 | of a considerable amount, and most shamefully maltreated by being imprisoned, stoned, — | 
i _ tripped naked, and in this condition ridden through the streets of Tiberias, insomuch | ' 
i... that ‘he barely escaped with his life to Jerusalem, where he was confined in hospital, = 
{ . “by reason of his said treatment, about two months. oe | 
i . After his recovery he applied for redress to the United States consul at Beirut, who | 4 
' — ‘went in person to Tiberias and laid the ‘matter before the caimacam and medjliss. 2 
: “They took jurisdiction of the case and proceeded to have the offendersarrested. This 4 
i ~ . was on the 27th of May, 1875. One of the chief men arrested pretended to be under _ ) 
i British protection, and asked permission to go to his house for papers to establish his — : 
1 | claim. This was granted him, and he availed himself of the opportunity to mount a_ 3 

_ horse and escape. a | oe | oo : 

i _ The friends of the arrested parties, men and women,assembled to the number of — 
4 several hundred, overawed the caimacam and medjliss, broke open the prison, and re- . | 

_ leased the prisoners. The caimacam not having sufficient force to rearrest the parties, | 
‘ the matter has remained until this time without further action.. The injured party . | 
q recovered his passport and naturalization-papers, but not the money of which he was _ | 

ij; robbed, nor have the offenders been punished, most of whom, and it is believed all,are 
| unquestionably Ottoman subjects. _ | Lo 
i _ The legation of the United States of America hopes that.the government of the Sub- — 
‘ ' jime Porte will make such orders that the caimacam and medjliss of Tiberias will pro- | 
j ceed at once to rearrest the said offenders, so unlawfully rescued, to the end that justice 
‘ | - may be executed upon them and reparation made to their victim. | Oo | 

CO an {Inclosure 4 with No. 162.] a, 

i - | * Mr. Maynard to Mr. Edgar. 

i No. 65.] a So LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 

| Constantinople, March 4, 1876. : 

: Sir: The rabbi, H. Z. Sneersohn, whose ill treatment has, first and last, been the . 
i occasion of a rather voluminous correspondence, has visited this city in person and in- ; 

| voked my intervention in his behalf. | a | 

: T addressed a note to Her British Majesty’s ambassador,a copy of which I inclose, | | 

{ } also a copy of his reply. ae | EG a | 

j I further addressed a note to His Excellency the minister of foreign affairs, of which a 

I send, you a copy. | This has resulted in a vizierial order, which will be inclosed with —_ 

; a translation, anda translation of my note‘into the Turkish language. a | 

/ - "The inelosures are for your information, the Turkish documents to be used. oe 
ij -. You are instructed to take early and ‘efficient ‘stéps toward bringing to.justice-all | 

: parties who have maltreated and robbed the Rabbi’Sneersohn, as well those claim- 

i ing British protection as the professed Ottoman subjects, the former in the British tri- : 
i _ puna, the latter before the Ottoman ‘magistrates. | 2 
7 . Iam, &¢., — - ty | oo | 

a oe a ae HORACE MAYNARD. , 
7; : . JOHN T. EpGAR, Esq., . - | 4 

i. Oo United States Consul, Beirut. *& . 2 

q . [Inclosure 5 with No. 162.] | 

i. | : Mr. Seligman to Mr. Maynard. : | | 

; | | oe ' Paris, January 2,1877, 

; - §rr: I beg to send you a memorial, a copy of which, duly signed, has been sent to a 
; our government at Washington. This memorial bas passed unanimously a body of | : 

: | delegates assembled in convention in this city, representing nearly every nation of | 

; Europe and also the United States. = - eo 

i Notwithstanding that the treaty of Paris guaranteed to ajl creeds and sects full re- | 
; _  ligious, civil, and political liberty, the Governmeénts of Roumania and Servia have op- — | 

i pressed and tyrannized their Jewish inhabitants, and passed laws making the condition | 

; of these poor Jews almost intolerable. You are, no doubt, aware of the terrible perse- | 

‘ . cutions perpetrated upon this people in Roumania., 2 

| | _ To prevent a repetition of these inhuman and barbarous practices in any of the prov- , 

j inces of Turkey now forming the subject of discussion at the Constantinople confer- | 

: - ence, this memorial was drawn up and presented to various governments. — 

i So far the Governments of France, England, and Germany have responded favorably, 2 

; and have instructed their delegates or ambassadors accordingly. co . |



_ Our government will receive this memorial too. late to give vou any instructions in | 
time. I therefore took the liberty of forwarding you a copy of it. : 

: , I am fully aware that our government. represented by you.could do no more than.to &§ 
bring its moral influence to bear in favor of true liberty. - a  &£ 

- From your political record and. my. personal knowledge of you, I feel convinced that. - 7 
you will do.all you can consistently to.favor the object of this memorial,andIbeg you = .—*if 

_ to use your influence toward the accomplishment of it. The mode and manner, time, : 
&c., of aiding us I leave entirely to you. | . a oo oe | 

: _ I beg you to receive my thanks in advance, and to assure you that, I will appreciate __ 7 
_ any Services you.may render us. . | _ Sa ee 

I have, &.,. a | | ee a . : 
| | Se 7 WILLIAM SELIGMAN. | 

_ oe So No. 328.. ee : 

ps oo Mr. Maynard to Mr. Evarts. | 

Neo. 168. } we > LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | | | 
Os — Constantinople, July. 2, 1877. (Received August 27.) — | 

_ Sire: I had the honor, in. my dispatch No. 144, dated April 7, 1877, to | a 
announce the convening of the general assembly under the new Turkish. | 

-- constitution. Saturday last, the 30th of June, the session terminated. | 
A few days before its close I attended one of the sittings of the House | 4 

_ of Delegates, accompanied by my wife, the only lady present, although 
-- not the only one whe had witnessed the deliberations. I observed a | 

marked change in the bearing of members. since my previous visit in _ i 
April; much greater eagerness and earnestness in debate, and conse- | 
quently less regard for decorum of manner. Work rather than man- oY 

' ners had the upper hand. Spectators have not been admitted to the _ _ 
Senate. I have not had access either to their acts or journals, printed a 
exclusively in the Turkish language, and am not prepared to speak of | 

_ either from a personal examination. re : ee 
_ Those friends of Turkey who hoped for a new departure and great. | i 

: results from the constitution, have not yet realized the full measure of | 
_ their expectation, and some of them have expressed their disappoint- 7 

| - ment with mueh bitterness. of speech. a ne oT 
Among them was the Levant Herald, which had been very pronounced =i 

in its vindications of the Sublime Porte. The daily issue of June 19 , 
contained an elaborate article, in both English and French, at once dis- | 

7 paraging the labors of the General Assembly and denouncing the parties | 
| alleged to have operated their inefficiency. = a | 

. Jt is an instructive commentary upon an interesting chapter of Turk- co 
| ish affairs, and is therefore inclosed. Ht at once drew down censures  —_—i 
| from the. director of the press, and two days afterward the paper, the — - 
| enly English publication in the capital, was suppressed. = 8 ©8=§ | | 

| The Ottoman constitution provides that the General Assembly shall . ss J 

| _.. convene annually on the Ist of November, the session to be opened by | | 
7 an imperial iradé—(solemn. decree). Whether it convenes.on the Ist 

| of November next will depend, probably, on events yet to occur. | 
- . ‘Since the promulgation of the constitution, the affairs of the empire = —Ss_ 
_. have been so exceptional in character that it would be quite premature | 

_ to express any opinion of its workings. In times like these the laws | 
| are proverbially silent. rs | 

I am, &e., | oe eo | 7 Oe cs | 

ne a re —  ARORACE MAYNARD. - )
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| (Inclosure.J° | ae . , 

j . mo [Article from the Daily Levant Herald of June 19, 1377.] Pe Se 

3 The first session of the Ottoman Parliament is at its close. | : os | 

i | A brief review of the work it has done, and of the impression it has made, therefore Oe 

i; becomes seasonable; and it is pleasant to feel that although the former has yielded ( 

4 little in the way of tangible result, the latter is nevertheless distinctly hopeful, and | 

; -_ for instruction profitable. oo oe | oe | 

i. , The session has, it is true, been sterile of practical result, not because men of prac- — | 

7 GN tical views were wanting in the chamber, but simply because practical questions have | 

7 been studiously kept out of Parliament’s way; and that for reasons which we may | 

7 - more closely investigate hereafter, but upon which a few words in the way of general ; 

; explanation must now be said. The Ottoman Parliament is the fruit, so far the sole | 

; fruit, of the constitution of January, 1877, which is the outcome of the revolution of 2 

_ May, 1876. This revolution was promoted by three distinct classes of men: first, those | 

3 who desired a dynastic change from a sincere conviction that the decline of the empire : | 

] was directly caused by the sins of the then Sultan, but who had no predilections fora _ , 

i | constitutional form of government, and accepted the constitution only as an unavoid- 

a: ‘able rider to the revolution which was to give the empire a new sovereign ; secondly, 

i those whose views, hopes, and desires centered on the constitution, and only counte- 

4 - nanced the deposition as a necessary preliminary to its proclamation; thirdly, those 

; who joined the revolution, without political feeling, because it offered better chances — | 

; of personal advancement than the existing régime. Personal antipathy to the sover- , 

: | eign or his favorites tinged perhaps more or less the political sentiments of the two | 

| former classes of revolutionists. But there was no political or other mixture in the ; 

; pure egotism of the third; it was too genuine to bear alloy. | 

i The strange fatality that broke the first rush of the revolution dislocated also the — 7 

i, mechanism which gave it its impulse. | 7 

It brought to the throne a sovereign who, in humanity, liberality, and all the gentler 

| virtues, was the equal, as in intellect and force of character he was the superior, of the 

4 first successor of Abdul-Aziz ; so that the second dynastic change, necessitated by the a 

j mental collapse of the unfortunate Murad, should have favored rather than marred the 

| prospects of the revolution. . oo - | | 

i Nevertheless, it failed to do so, because the second effort destroyed the balance of the 

i revolutionary forces. | Se oe oe 

i The political force became divided against itself; and the personal force, already re- — | 

: enforced by realization of profit in the adventure, gathered strength to overthrow the © } 

survivor in the political contest that was to follow. = 7 ee 8 , 

| he first cabinet of the present Sultan, representing the first of the three classes | 

; -. named above, naturally became conservative as soon as its one object of dynastic oo 

| change was attained; and therefore, while it lasted, the constitution remained behind 

i the scenes. The pressure of the reform party (class 2), aided by that of individual in- : 

: : terest (class 3), overthrew it, and the constitution was proclaimed. The conservatives. . 

; being routed, there remained only one political force to deal with. The cabinet of re- 

i | form was soon overturned, and the party of personal interest—the reactionists we will 

; — call them—reigned triumphant. . ee 

: | The empire then presented a singular spectacle. It had undergone a complete revo- 

lution. Two Sultans had been deposed, one driven to suicide, another to madness ; ) 

i: ministers had been assassinated in cabinet council; society had passed through a period ! 

; of great agitation; and finally the country had obtained a sovereign, intelligent, mod- | 

] est, humane, liberal, and conscientious; a constitution had been granted, anda national a 

assembly created. And yet, notwithstanding all this, such were the dominant influ- 

. ences, that the worst vices of the old régime were rampant in the new one ; the blood 

i of Abdul-Aziz proved to have been shed in vain—the revolution had missed its mark. 

! Nor was this all. The political advantages painfully won by the patient statesman- — | 

’ ship of Mehemet Ruchdi and Safvet, through the trying season of the Slav rebellion - 

i and the conference labors, shared towards their conclusion by Midhat and Edhem, were | 

; recklessly pitchforked away by men wholly incapable of appreciating them ; and for- 

; eign opinion, misunderstanding the phenomena, began to exclaim that Abdul-Hamid’s | 

1 mind had gone in search of that of his elder brother; began to sneer undisguisedly at 2 

:. the constitution which had been paraded before Europe at the conference ; began to 

i - mock the so-called Parliament which came of it. Leaving aside the Grand Vizier, who | 

| was alone induced to accept office by Lis strong personal attachment and devotion to 

i the sovereign, the civil offices in the administration which ushered the new Parliament : 
| - into life were held, with one exception, by reactionists; and this exception was due a 

{ solely to the fact that the party of personal interest had not in itsranks a man possessed of 

}  —s«&the education and knowledge of routine, to say nothing of the statesmanship, requisite 
; to preside over the department of foreign affairs. These were the unpromising con- - 

ij . ditions under which the first Ottoman Parliament assembled. Regarded by the domi- |
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nant party wi h outward disdain and secret fear, it was kept occupied as much as pos- , 

sible with matters of form, and only on one occasion did that party consult the chamber. wo f 

This was upon the Montenegrin question; a question for the calm deliberation and. 7 4 

decision of statesmen fully informed of all its complex political bearings, and advised I 

~ upon all military points included in it. In any such council terms would have been os 

made with Montenegro, for every political and military consideration pointed in that | a 

direction. | o eS : FG oe | : 

. But in war lay the only chance of the reactionist party. The question was accord- 
ingly referred to the chamber; a false enthusiasm was stirred up by goading national of 

vanity; and-the chamber was entrapped into committing itself to an opinion which oo | 

perhaps had a spurious ring of heroism about it, but which certainly compromised | . 
and discredited the judgment of the assembly, and at the same time played straight : k 

‘into the hands of its deadliest foe.: Cr ba . - So E 

It would be eminently unfair, however, to gauge the judgment of the chamber by _ &€ 

. the standard of this opinion. Uninformed on the question itself, and, as yet, undis- t 

 eiplined and untrained, it was easily hounded into the trap by. the chauvinist hooting E 

_ ;and hallooing of the reactionists and their myrmidons. Light, therefore, will be the ; 

the condemnation awarded to the chamber for their mistake, arising as it did only | 8 

|  ~ from the want of self-possession which comes of knowledge and experience. Only in- 

one other instance does the judgment of the chamber strike us as having been in .  &§ 

‘fault, and that was on the occasion of Zuhdi Bey’s mission to London. PB a 

A better opportunity might have been found for attacking at the root a deadly evil, | 

of which the case of Zuhdi was only:a branch. In all other matters the chamber has © | | 

‘labored with wisdom and diligence, and borne itself with dignity and patience under , 
| the trying conviction that its labors were foredoomed to sterility. a ; 

| Barren as they have been of direct. result, however, these labors have proved two | E 
facts, the demonstration of which cannot but influence the future history of the peo- - -§ 

| ple. The one is. that the heretofore almighty bureaucratic hierarchy does not monopo- ~ 

“lize all the intelligence of the country, and that, outside its sacred zone, there exist 5 

in this empire men in ample supply, possessing in a remarkable degree the gifts requi- | | 

site for members of a national assembly. Habit only is wanting to fit these men thor- _ | 

oughly to constitute the great working power of the state; such asit may be hoped =  —— JJ 
the chamber of deputies will ere long become. So little did oligarchism know of the | | 

steed he bestrode that he held it to be but a sorry beast, without vigor or spirit, oo 4 

| _and, in truth, his style of equitation had been well calculated to break down both. ae 
| But the session has shown oligarchism to be in the wrong. The power of the future | 

| _ is no longer in the rider, but in the ridden. The other significant and instructive fact of — | 

- the two which the session has proved is that the Mohammedan is essentially and broadly — 

| .liberal in his sentiments. The whole series of debates has not discovered a trace of | 

‘fanaticism or of religious prejudicé or exclusivism; more than that, it has belied the 

. existence of such sentiments and has brought forward Mohammedan deputies as the | 

| -most zealous advocates in the chamber of equality of rights and duties, of the admis- 
sion of non-Mussulmans to the army, and of the distribution of public offices without _ . | 

| -yeference to race or creed. Thus, a clear and emphatic refutation has been given to- ; 

| | the slander in which oligarchism, jealous of all change, has found a pretext for staving | | 

_. off the day of reform. The plea of the tenderness of the religious susceptibilities of 7 | 

| -. [slam can never be urged again as an argument against social progress. The Moham- 
| medans hold their own creed with the devotion of a strong and true conviction; but ws 

oo _ they recognize the sacred right of liberty of conscience; and so far from exercising | 

. toward other creeds a “ contemptuous tolerance,” as has been falsely alleged, their prin- - | | 
-eiples are to promote social intimacy and ‘equality with those of different faith. In a : 

fact, this old bugbear of popular fanaticism has been made to vanish. There isonly — | 
| one fanatic in the empire—the oligarchy—and his is not a religious fanaticism. As to | 

, _ the,popular sentiment expressed by the deputies, it is in perfect tune with the sincere &- 
-. _- protestations made the other day to the Greek patriarch by the Sultan. Between the |  &- 

-govereign and the Parliament exists a perfect unity of sentiment; the one and the © , 
other are equally liberal, progressive, and humane. It.does no small credit, then, to ~ , 

| the skillful maneuvering of the party of reaction that it should have been able effect- «| 
/ ‘ually to hold both in check. | - | 7 oe | &- 

ote oe No. 329. 7 | | | , 

oe | Mr, Maynard to Mr. Evarts. — | os OE 

No. 169.] | _  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 
| | _ | Constantinople, July 3, 1877. (Received August 27.) . , 

Sirk: Another month of the Turco-Russian war has passed without | 
results and with no important actions. — a  &§ 

In Asia the Turks have undoubtedly held their own. Although the |
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i | Russian armies:have crossed the frontier and have made formidable dem- 
i; onstrations, they do not appear to have gained any advantages. True, 

; _ the Turks have gained no victories in battle, but as the campaign on 
i; their part. is entirely defensive, the failure of their enemies to advance — 

is for them-a continuing victory. — oO 7 | Ce 
; = In Europe the Danube still separates the combatants. The unusual / 
: _ S8pring-tides have made it impossible for either army to cross—an un-— 
i doubted advantage to the Russians, since it has left them unmolested to 
; | bring in their trains to-the river and to make efficient preparations for | 
' _. crossing when the waters-shall subside. There has been a good dealof . 
/ __cannonading from thetwo banks, but apparently without military results, 
i _ though attended with destruction of private property and much incon- - 
i venience to the non-combatant population. The United States consular ) 
i agent at Rustchuk, who is also Her British Majesty’s consul, reports the | 
i bombardment of that town by the Russian batteries near Giurgevo on _ | 
j | the opposite shore. Though he had both the American and the British ! 
i flags displayed, his consulate was shattered, and the-archives thrown 
| Into confusion, and his own life was saved by flight. The town itself : 
i was nearly destroyed, though the military works were scarcely touched. | 
; Great barbarities are charged by each side upon the other, chiefly for : 

| | moral effect abroad. Many instances which have been brought to my 7 
| notice seem, from my experience during four unhappy years in ourown 
} country, to be incidental to a state of war, rather than the habitual 
i. ¢ruelties of a savage people. __ ce oe CO a 
; . In Montenegro the Turks have maintained their large and well-ap- | 
| pointed armies, in numbers exceeding all the fighting population of that | 
i ‘diminutive province. Their generals report complete success. They | 
: ‘have undoubtedly revictualed the strong fort of Niksitch, but they do 

not appear to have penetrated far into the territories of the wild mount- : 
{~—.-—s @ineers. Nor do I perceive that the latter have capitulated or laid down — . : 
. their arms, or even ceased to fight. =” | Be 
a | _ The next two months may be expected to witness greater activityand = 
i - more decisive results, POR oe ee a | 
;  . | Some of our countrymen have shown a disposition to enlist in'the 
1 _ war. Such a disposition cannot be too strongly discountenanced. — a 
; Thave,&e,. SO 7 OS | 

i; a | HORACE MAYNARD.  — 

| oe . _ Mr. Maynard to Mr. Evarts.. a : | 

| No. 170.| _  LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | ee 
1 | Constantinople, July 5,1877. (Received August 27:) 

_ Sir: I have the honor to announce the celebration in Constantinople ~ 
i. of the one hundred and first anniversary of our National Independence. 
1 | _ Our national vessels in the harbor and the national vessels of other 
{ | ‘powers were dressed on the occasion, and the flag displayed from many 
1 _.. private houses of American citizens as well as from the United States +— 
i consulate and legation. The festivities of the day were purely social in’ 
| . ‘their character; receptions in the morning on the United States corvette 
| Vandalia, and in the evening at the legation, attended by the American © 
i colony en masse, both sexes and allages. It wasin every way a patriotic __ 
1 demonstration, and, Iam happy to add, with no excesces or casualties 
' to deplore. | a oe : co | 
i . Tam, &c., — po, 7 oe 
Po BO HORACE MAYNARD.



POR KISH: EMPIRE. BOL f 

Ba Mr. Maynard to Mr. Hvarts. | | 

—  Ne172)° . LEGATION- OF THE UNITED STATES, | Oo 

Constantinople, July.19, 1877. (Received September 3.)  .-— § 

~ §rr: I have-the honor to-announce a change in the imperial ministry — a 7 

of foreign affairs. A note of this date from his excellency Aarifi Pasha = | 

informs me that His Imperial Majesty the Sultan has been pleased to = § 
appoint him to-that- high office. = oe oe | 

_ His-exeellency Safvet- Pasha has:been the minister of foreign affairs | 

since the catastrophe of June 16,1876 (see my dispatch No. 72, dated - 

. June 17, 1876), an uncommonly long period of official tenure. It is un- : 

- dersteod: he has been tendered the. ministry of public works, but that he _ «| 

declines to accept it, preferring to-remain for the present en dispontbilité. — 

| -- This is the second time: his exeellency Aarifi: Pasha has filled the - f[ 

same office. He held it from May, 1874, to- January 16,1875, eight = = =f 

oo months, and was succeeded by his excellency Safvet Pasha. (Seedis- [| 

patches of Mr. Goodenow No. 26, dated: May 18,1874,and of Mr. Boker, = =—s [J 
| No. 258, dated January 18,1875.)) a | 

- This change:is stated, on what appears to: be good authority, to be | | 

|. the result of a grave misunderstanding between his highness Edhem | 

_ Pasha, the grand vizier, and the late minister, in matters pertaining to | J 

the war. The latter is believed to-favor.a policy looking to the restora- , 

po tion of peace. Nothing but decided. military success will prevent other | | 

important ministerial changes. es - a | 

oO Tam, &e, = 2 . | oe | | 

ERGO PUR RE HORACE MAYNARD. Oo 

pe No.382,000— | | , 

oP . wr, Maynard to Mr. Evaris. . ae | 

— -Nov173.) i s—~<i«‘“CesSséisSM*S EGS ATION OF THEE. UNITED: STATES, | , 

Bo —. Constantinople, July 31, 1877. (Received September 10.) | 4 

 $re: During the month just closing the Turco-Russian war has de- _ | 
- veloped much more activity and energy on the:part of both combatants | 
than had. previously been.displayed. | 7 Oe | 

- . In Asia the Turks, after accumulating a very large force, took the a 
offensive, and: attacking the Russians in detail, have driven them quite = | 

| across the border. So that the campaign in the east, on the part of | 
| Russia, appears.at this moment to be a complete failure, with Soukoum- _ | 

Kaleh still in the possession of the Turks. | oe | — 
| + On the other hand, in Europe fortune has been with the Russians, | 
'.- When the swollen Danube had so far subsided as to admit of crossing, OY 

they entered the Dobrudja near Hirsova, and teok possession of. the | 
-- region between the Danube and the Black Sea as far as Kustendje | ) 

(Constantia). At the same time another, and it is understood a supe- — | 
rior body, crossed: further up at Sistova. No serious opposition, cer- 
tainly no effective opposition on the part of the Turks, appears to have _ 4 

- been made to these movements. The Russians next attacked and car- | 
ried Nikopolis, a strong post on the Danube a few miles above Sistova. or 

_. This gave them command of a portion of the river sufficiently extensive _ 4 
_ for an unobstructed passage, and a numerous army cameover. > Withno —
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i . data at command, and no authority to rely upon but rumor, I shall 
: make no attempt to give numbers. a a | 
1. Having thus secured a safe and easy passage over the Danube, they | 
; moved forward to Tirnova, the ancient capital of Bulgaria, and carried 
i it with but little resistance. Pushing southward, they crossed the Bal-. 
1 _ kans by a pass which is said to have been overlooked by the Turks, . 
‘ and left with little or no defense, and by the middle of July had estab-— 
1 . lished themselves at Kesanlyk, a town on this side of the mountains. 

Continuing their progress, they took possession, on the 22d of July, of = | 
; Hski-Sagra, a city containing by estimation from 20,000 to 25,000 in- 
i. __ habitants, of whom one-third were Turks, and the rest Christians, Jews, _ 
: and other non-Mussulmans. . From this city,as,a base, detachments _ | 
‘ moved upon several points in the vicinity, one of them, a small troop of _ 
i cavalry, reaching the railroad just the other side of Adrianople, and de- / 

Stroying a station and several yards of track. . , 
i Beyond the Balkans, the Russian right, resting upon Plevna, was at- : 
i, tacked by Osman Pasha from Widdin. After a serious conflict, the : 
i Turks remained masters of the place, losing heavily, indeed, but intlict- ? 
i. ing a much heavier loss upon the Russians. | | | a | 
f This, so far as we have intelligence deemed trustworthy, is the atti- — 
i; tude of the two armies at present. There are ramors many and exciting, i 
; - most, if not all, of which will very likely turn out to be unfounded. . : 
' | These rumors, however, work great uneasiness in the city,so great as 
i. to endanger the public safety by creating a panic, which would itself | 
i = produce the very evils so much dreaded. | . 
| This feeling of alarm seems to possess all classes, but especially those — | 
| best informed and those usually the coolest and most reflecting. While : 
| I confess I do not share the general apprehension, I have taken action  — 
| to some extent as though I believed it well founded. The Americans, as | 
{;. in all emergencies, look to the legation. .I have consulted with our : 
| naval commanders how.in the Bosporus, and such arrangements have © 

_ been made that our two ships, the Marion and the Despatch, will be ~ 
| able, in case of a disturbance, to receive every American and retire be- ae 
| yond reach of danger, thus relieving our countrymen in a good degree | 

| from the distressing anxiety which afflicts the general community. ! 
Among the Turks there is, moreover, a deep sense of shame and indig- — : 

nation. They are naturally a warlike people, and all their traditions «© | 
are of conquest. Though regarded and treated by the rest of the world : 

-. as moribund, they do not so consider themselves. Very far from it. . 
| a Their present humiliation is attributed by them to incompetency or 

treachery, probably both. The seraskier (minister of war), Ridif Pasha, 
: and the serdar ekrem (generalissimo), Abdul-Kerim Pasha, are in the © , 
| popular estimation held responsible for all miscarriages, and especially | : 

for allowing the enemy to cross the Balkans and to approach within a  —| 
{ tew hours of the capital. They have both been suspended and held. _ 
i to answer before the council of ministers. Their trial by court-martial | 
| and condign punishment are publicly demanded. » | . 
fo The genius of the Ottoman Government at this time is his highness _—|’ 
| _ Mahmoud Damad Pasha, brother-in-law of the Sultan, as Damad sig- 7 

nifies. His wife is described as naturally a superior woman, and isthe 
| favorite sister of the Sultan, with whom her influence is saidto be very ss 

| great. This, at the Sublime Porte, where palace intrigues are carried sy 
! on largely in the harem, gives him a secure position at court. He has oa 

been during the present reign the grand master of artillery, and since . 
| the fall of Ridif Pasha, the caimacam or undersecretary of war, really 

_ the power behind the throne. He is, I should judge, about forty years —
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old, evidently of great force of character, and of marvelous industry. OE 

His future will largely depend, I imagine, upon the results of the pres- | 

ent war. So far, there has certainly been great vigor in the seraskierate. «| 

- Bnlistments have been very rapid, and the recruits have been equipped OG 

and sent forward with but little delay. | SE 

The transports and railroads are ‘unceasingly active, and yet there oe ll 

is no appearance of hurry or want of preparation. While receiving |  &| 

large consignments of arms and ammunition from abroad—the greater sf 

part from the United States—they have established manufactories of | 

their own, capable of furnishing their armies were the foreign supply | 

iscutoftfi Oy tke Oe | . q 

“‘Phose who hold the strength of armies to lie in the military-chest a | 

- predicted an early collapse for the Turkish cause. The Porte has been | 

practically bankrupt nearly two years. (See my dispatch No. 36, dated | 

‘November 15, 1875.) She has ceased to pay her debts,and her soldiers = = = — fj 

| and officials as well. Iam not sure that this is not a source of strength oa 

| rather than weakness... | | . | «| 

None of these classes expect her to pay, and her resources are left to _ | [ 

procure the necessary war material not obtainable on credit. 1 am a : 

assured that all American purchases are paid for before shipment. _ | | 

- From the first I have failed to share the opinion that the war would : | 

-be brief, and, on the part of the Russians, decisive. I see no reason to — : 

change; on the contrary, appearances indicate an inconclusive cam- | 4 

paign. | rs | ; Oo | 

7 T have, &c., pO | | io | 

. oc eo HORACE MAYNARD. | | 

| oe | No. 333. | a a | 

e Mr. Maynard to Mr. Evarts. , ST 

_ No. 179.] oo LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | ee a E 

Constantinople, August 24, 1877. (Received September 17.) | 

 §rr: A curious custom has prevailed time out of mind, it seems, of — | 

_ discharging fire-arms during an eclipse, to deter the monster which, ac- | 

cording to the popular belief, had fatal designs upon the heavenly orb. | 

| So effective, apparently, have been the means employed, that inevery = | 

| remembered instance the danger has been averted and the luminary, — , 

- after more or less delay, has reappeared in all its wonted brilliancy. | | 

- This custom, originating in superstition, had become, like similar dis-— | 

plays elsewhere, little more than a piece of juvenile sport, amusing to | , 

the young and the thoughtless, but annoying and even dangerous to— | 

others. we Be oe a eS a | 

Late last evening I received from the Sublime Porte a note, of which - | 

- I inclose a copy and a translation, announcing that the custom has been | 

-. abolished. It reached me too late to give the notice requested in the oT 

-_ goneluding paragraph in time for the eclipse of the moon last night, oe 

- put it may be gratifying to learn that none of our countrymen appear = 4 

to have incurred the penalty for violating the new regulation. Indeed, 4 

_ the ordinance was so generally observed, that I heard not a single report, a 

_ whereas heretofore an eclipse was like the 4th of July in one of our : 

- neisiest towns. eee on oO oo | 

— Thave,&e. - os no, ot. : | 

a oS ee HORACE MAYNARD.
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; —— | _ [Inclosure.—Translation.] a oe 

; TE | (Verbal Note.) | Pe ope 

i a So ‘POLICE REGULATION. | Se 

j SO The ministry. of the interior having determined to. put an end to the. abusive and ; a dangerous custom. of shooting fire-arms during eclipses, as has been the practice of. | the Mussulman and non-Mussulman population on the occasion of an eclipse of the © 7 moon, tothe great damage of public repose,. has ‘decided. that any person who shall _ . q : fire a. shot during: tha eclipse of the moon, which the imperial observatory has an-.._ 
] _ nounced to take place on the night of the 15th of Chaban (11 / 23) of August), will be q | liable to a fine of one Turkish pound. In case that the shot shall be fired. trom the. | 3 - Inside of a house and the owner shall refuse to declare the offender, the fine shall be — q | paid by the master of the house. a —_ | | ; | The amount of the fines will: be placed at the disposition of the emigrant commission, | ; in the same manner as the fines incurred by firing arms during easter-days are delivered i 4 to the patriarchates for the benefit of schools and hospitals. - | q 7 . The ministry of foreign affairs has the honor to bring this decision to the knowledge — 7; of the legation of the United States, and begs it to kindly inform its citizens of it... 
' - -' To the LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. | | | , 

: a | 0 NO B84.0-500~¢~C oo | 

; Mr. Maynard to Mr. Evarts. - 2 

i No. 18L.] _ LEGATION OF THE. UNITED STATES, 
| Constantinople, August 31, 1877. (Received September 29.) 0 

: - Sirk: Another month of the Turco-Russian war has passed, and 
| although there have been no very important engagements, certainly no 7 

a decisive battles, the situation appears very different. | — ee 
| __-In Asia the Russians seem to have done absolutely nothing. The. ~~ 
|. Turks report an inconsiderable success near the frontier, Soukoum-@ | 
, _Kaleh. . Their conquest on the coast of Circassia they have abandoned, __ | 
; _ bringing away with them the population in numbers variously stated 3 
| from 50,000 to little more than one-tenth as many, and settling them in : 
| Armenia. Linclose a description of this. deportation published in they 
; city, and not called in question. a a . | : 
| | The operations in Europe have been more active and significant. In | 
| _ & previous dispatch, No. 173, dated July 31,1877 , [mentioned the occn- 
| pation, on the 22d of July, by the Russians, of Eski-Sagra, a consid- } 
j 7 erable town south of the Balkans, and movements thence as far as 
a | the railroad near Adrianople. In Eski-Sagra, it seems they organized : 
|. a provisional government, selecting the officials from the Bulgarian resi - . 
; | dents, their own troops remaining outside the city. This went on for , 

a _hine days, whén they were attacked by the Turks under Raouf Pasha, 7 
1 but without success. At this juncture another factor was interposed. _ | 
{ _ Fer several months Suleiman Pasha had been operating in Montenegro 
, _ with a large and effective army; exactly what were the results beyond _ | 
| the revictualing of Niksitch, I am.not prepared to say. It was decided — | 
: —. to recall him and throw his forces south of the Balkans in front of the | 
i _ advancing Russians. This movement was executed with so much skill | 
1 as to deserve mention. At Antivari, on the northern coast of Albania, — : 
1 _ was collected, under the protection of an iron-clad frigate, a fleet of 2 
| eighteen- transports, all either Turkish or Egyptian, except three or : 
i four Austrian. Embarking the whole army, 27,000 in number, with 20 - 
i. pieces of artillery, 3,000 horses and equipage, in five days they landed.
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all safely at Enos, a port on the gulfof Saros, connected with Adrian- of 

ople by tailroad. In four days nioré, nine days from Antivari,theyeame —s f 

‘to the support of Raouf Pasha at Hski-Sagra. Such generalship was | 

| an evident Surprise to the Russians, who were driven from Hski-Sagra | 

through Kesanlyk into the Shipka Pass of the Balkans, from which the _ | 
Turks have not ‘as ‘yet been able to dislodge them, though making stren- | 

uous efforts to dose. ‘This, it will be observed, oceurred at the beginning ~ 

of the month, and ever since the Shipka Pass has apparently been the ff 

key to the campaign, the theory being that unless the ‘Rassians‘ean hold | 

«it they must retire beyond the Danube; and unless the Turkscan take : 

jit they must-withdraw to this side the Balkans. Beyond the Balkansthe | 

Tarks claim ‘some minor advantages, both under Osman Pasha, in the = | t 

neighborhood of Plevna, and in the neighborhood of Rasgrad, under | : 

Mehemet Ali Pasha. Of Rassian successes, if they have any, we h ave — | 

“ ‘heard little during thelast month. | | eS 
he influence upon popular feeling of the two nearly simultaneous | | 

actions at Plevna and Eski-Sagra has been very great. The Turkshave = [ 

acquired self-confidence, and have lost much of their dread of the Rus-  &§ 

 gians. The excitement which a few weeks ago prevailed in the city has | 

 ‘gubsided, and quiet and good order have been re-established. I notice, - | 

too, as the success of the Turks increases, the zeal of some of their pro- | 

- fessed friends abates manifestly. ‘Should they finally prevail unaided, | 

such persons would prebably:see “ their interests ” imperiled quite as , 

much as if the Turks had been defeated by the Russians. - 4 

| a _ Russia evidently committed the grave mistake of undervaluin gthere- | 
- sources of Turkey, and especially her capacity tor defense. The pres- a 
| ’ ae : 

ent campaign was planned, no doubt, upon those of 1828 and 1829, — | | 
_ which proved so disastrous to Turkey. But the relative condition of . | 

| the two powers has very much changed in the last fifty years. Russia 

has acquired railroad facilities for the movement of her troops audsup-- sd 
plies. She has also improved her military system and the character of oe 
herarms. But she has not the command of the Black Sea, a very seri-— | 

ous matter in the conduct of a campaign at the two extremities of such | 
a body of water. She then had two very able commanders, Field- = sf 
Marshal Paskewitch and Field-Marshal Diebitseh. Of her present mili- « 4 

tary leaders I knew too little to speak. ee a | | 

: Turkey,.on the other hand, has gained strength in many ways. She, 4 
too, has built railroads, but theyall stopshort of her northern frontiers; — 

_ of great service to her, but none to an invading enemy. She has also | | 
-- 4mproved her ‘military system ; indeed-ereated it-anew. In 1828 the Jani- | 
! zaries had.just been destroyed, and their place had not been taken by | | 

‘other troops: Since that time the Turks have been gradually conform- | 
ing themselves to the requirements of modern warfare, = { 
During the Crimean war they looked on while the great powers of == J 

Europe fought. They established a military school, employed foreign. | 
| instructors, and sent their young-men abroad. With great pains they =. = | 

/ procured the most effective of improved weapons, and theirsoldiers are | 
-_-confessedly better armed than their adversariés. The men themselves _ | 

are the admiration of ‘all who see them; of large stature, well formed, ~ q 
and streng, sober in their habits, self-contained, and amenable to dis- | 

-cipline, and:at the same time: full of spirit and capable of being excited | 
to frenzy by fanatic appeals. In 1828 Turkey had not restored hernavy, _ - , 
all but annihilated at the battle of Navarino.. Now her ships not only | | 
command the Black Sea and its approaches, but the Mediterranean as sf
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well, so that no Russian vessel has-been seen inside the Straits of Gib- 
3 __-raltar since the war began. Besides, she has a large fleet of trans- 
: ports, very serviceable and constantly in use. Then her military | 
i. _ leaders were unskillful and inefficient. At this moment she has four of 
; | admitted superiority: Ahmed Moukhtar Pasha, in Asia ; in Kurope,Me- 
' hemet Ali Pasha, who has succeeded Abdul Kerim Pasha in the chief 

i : command, though not, I believe, with the title of serdar ekrem (gen- 
{ eralissimo); Osman Pasha, and Suleiman Pasha. I inclose some corre- | 
i spondence recently published here which gives a sketch of Ahmed ! 

. _ Moukhtar Pasha; also describes the ravages inflicted upon the Arme- 
i nian Christian population by the Turks and their allies, though the | 
/ _ writer is manifestly not in sympathy with the Russians. Mehemet. | 

; Ali Pasha is an adopted German with an adopted name. A sketchof - 
' | his early life appeared a few days ago, which isinclosed. Theaccuracy  _ 
i | of the sketch has been questioned by those who ascribe to this officera. 
i much humbler origin. Osman Pasha and Suleiman Pasha are both, I : 

' believe, Turks. 7 ON | | ee - 

f . Ihave, &e., —= | | , 

: | HORACE MAYNARD. : 

| | | | | | [Inclosure 1in No. 181.] ; | . : 

; | —_ [Article from the Daily Levant Herald of August 28, 1877.] Co 

i - MIGRATION FROM THE CAUCASUS... : : 
‘ oe [From an occasional correspondent.] : a 

| Lo / | TREBIZOND, August 16. | 
| — . We are very glad to see the Levant Herald once more after its late suspension. The . 
| : familiar English tongue reminds us so much of home that out here your journal always. : 
i - receives a warm welcome. . ae fac eT eS et oe 
, . The late movements at Soukoum-Kaleh are changing very materially the face of the 2 
1 country, the inhabitants of those parts being removed to other regions. The Turkish | 
; Government doubtless has the interest of the poor people at heart in the course it is - 
i . pursuing, since after the recent occupation of Soukoum-Kaleh it is thought dangerous 2 

or the inhabitants to fall into the hands of the Russians again, as some of them have | 
| been in rebellion. Hence their removal to Turkish territory, thus sécuring their safety | : 
; and adding a population to the Ottoman Empire. Whether the agents in charge of / 
i this transfer act entirely in accordance with the wishes of the Porte may be questioned. | 
j We cannot think the government would coerce the poor creatures into a change of | 
: * country, and yet, from statements of some of the emigrants themselves, such seems to : 
i have been the case in not a few instances. Some were desirous to leave, others were | 
i . not, but nevertheless were drawn on with the rest, no time being given fordelibera- —— | 
| tion. The steamers in waiting were in a hurry to leave, and therefore the most sum- __ 
; mary means were used to hasten the people on board, one member of a family being | 
‘ thrust in here and another there in great confusion, much of their paltry effects bemg : 
i left behind and given to the flames. Some of them brought their cattle with them, | 
1 while others had to leave everything. They had the appearance of having beenina | 
' _- most destitute condition in their own country, and such is the report of those who have | 
: ‘been in the Caucasus. After a two days’ voyage at sea they come on shore here in a : 
i most filthy and forlorn condition. ae . pote 2 
1 . Their own government can hardly have done its duty by them or they would not be | 
| in such a plight when they land in this city. ee BS So 2 
, It is said 50,000 of them are to be settled in this province alone. Certain itis that = 
| , several thousand are already here, their dirty forms, in filthy, tattered rags, moving - 

: _ about the streets in great numbers. The government has lodged them all in the vacant J 
quarters of the town. Theré is a fear that Trebizond will be overrun with them, and 2 

i. the price of the necessaries of life increased. They are said to be very ignorant, hardly ! 
-. any of them possessing the most elementary rudiments of education. They seem also — | 

1 to have very little religious belief. If they happen to be met by a Mohammedan they : 
' . affect Mohammedanism; if by a Christian, they make the sign of the cross. a | 
| What the government will gain from this influx of poor, destitute strangers it is : 
| difficult to say. There is danger that from their total neglect of anything like the , 

laws of health or common decency, much sickness will accompany them wherever | | 
| they go; and possibly when government rations are cut off they will, for want of em- : 
1 ployment, betake themselves to robbery as a means of gaining a livelihood. |
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oe oo Enclosure 2 in No. 181.) | - . £- 

--- [Extract from the Daily Levant Herald, August10, 1877.) oe [ 

| | SEAT OF WAR IN ASIA. I we 

| te . ___. [From our own correspondent. | | : —— | ot 

ee Se a ERZEROUM, July 26. an 

-. -Tsend you, under separate cover, a few geographical and statistical details on this — &£ 

country, which has certainly never been.explored, except by a very small number of 

learned men and travelers. It must, however, have been the object of deep study on 

the part of the Russian staff. If their plan of conquest has failed, it is certainly owing | 

to their having taken the Turkish soldiers for kirghises, and their generals for gang =f 

chiefs. It is thus that the so-called strategical boldness of General Loris Melikoff, | - 

extolled by all the European newspapers, has been foiled by the more serious, though — : 

less resounding, talent of Moukhtar Pasha. It is not the first time the course of  &£ 

. ‘events has placed me by the side of this general, so much scoffed atin the beginning = : 

of the campaign, but whose strategy is now sincerely and. universally praised. Last 

year I followed his campaign in Herzegovina, where, thanks to his energy and sang oo G 

| froid, he succeeded with.a few battalions in arresting the army of Prince Nikita, | 

after the Verbitza reverse, and the closure of the port of Klek, and setting at naught. oy 

all the efforts of the Montenegrins to profit by their victory. Moukhtar is not more | a 

7 than forty years old, and is one of the youngest muchirsin the army. Healsobelongs = — ff 

to the new school by his energy and instruction. a | . | 

Your correspondent was much surprised to see that the commander of the army in oe 

Asia has given orders that all the strategical publications to which he subscribes of 

- ghould be sent to him, even on the battle-field. I had already noticed this peculiarity GE 

: at Trebigné. This, however, does not prevent his exposing himself personally every | a 

- time he has occasion to do so. At the battle of Deli-Baba, which he won on the 2ist | E 
of June, he fought like a common soldier. This battle lasted sixteen hours, began - | 

| again the next morning, and continued for another seventeen hours. The Turkish : 

army was in raptures at the conduct of its chief, and the Russians, completely beaten, | E 

were at night-fall driven away from their intrenchments and obliged to begin the | 
- famous “retraite motivée,” which still continues and threatens to prolong itself to Tiflis.. g 

[have no military events to record this week. The Russian center is always on | Oo 

both sides of the frontier, with Moukhtar’s army at its heels. This army is now com- | | 
posed of 60,000 experienced men, ready to meet the enemy, and full of confidence in 

their leader. It is divided into two corps, one of which is commanded by: Moukhtar os 

himself, and the other by the brave commander of Kars, Hussein Hami Pasha. There: «| 
. are, moreover, a certain number of battalions within the walls of Kars. Whatever | 

‘be the motive attributed to the Russian rout, and although the early arrival of 50,000: | | 

| Russians on the frontier from Alexandropol, is announced, it can safely be foretold - § 

- that it will be difficult for the Russians to take again the offensive with any chance of 

success before next year. The summer is well-nigh over under the inclement skies of | 
- Armenia. Ina few weeks, a few days, perhaps, furs will be needed, and the roads and ) 

fields will be covered with snow. How will the Russians ever be able with their’ &§ 

heavy war-stock to cross again the Soghanli-Dagh and the terrible passes leading into | J 

| the country? In winter, the Ottomans will find in the elements much more serious — oF 

- allies than the Kurds, of whose exploits I shall presently tell you. eo | —&- 

—- The events at Bayazid continue to occupy public attention. On thatside of the = ~— ‘ff 
frontier Ismail Hakki Pasha has under his orders about fifty thousand men, since og 

~ Colonel Hussein Avni’s brigade has joined his army. This army, among which are | 
25,000 Kurds (19,000 infantry and 6,000 horsemen), is placed on the left of Bayazid, _&§ 

_ -watching and threatening the Erivan road by which the Russians expect numerous. | 
- ye-enforcements. A Kurd spy of the Yezid tribe, who returned from the Russian camp &§ 

| - on the 15th of July, informed Ismail Hakki that the Russians had received ordersto © ~~ & 
remain on the frontier and not to take the offensive until their number had been | | 

| - increased to 40,000. This regards, of course, their left wing. Let me tell youen | | 
| _ passant that the Kurds of the Yezid tribe believe in Satan, and never suffer anybody’to ho § 

spit in their presence. - ans aa CO IE 

- “We have now had at Erzeroum a detailed account of all that took place at Bayazid «| 

since the hostilities first began. The declaration of war was no sooner issued than an | 

| ~ army composed of ten battalions of infantry, eight thousand Cossacks, and thirty-two | 
cannons, crossed the frontier on the 17th of April and marched toward the plain of - | 
Bayazid. In this town there were two Turkish battalions, four hundred horsemen, _ : 

- and four cannons. The Russians camped in the plain and sent a flag of truce tothe = E 
Turks informing them that they were to give up the place, and that they would be free. , 

: ~ to go where they liked. — | 7 ee : 
_ The little garrison at once took advantage of the offer, packed up its goods, and.. |
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en retired to Van. - The Russians then occupied the town. The commander of the Russian | forces, General Der Honcassoff, perceiving that the inhabitants had closed their shops 
_ and remained shnt up in their houses, sent ‘for two notables, a Turk and an Armenian, __ i and informed them that he had come as a friend of the population ; that his only enemy | : | was the Turkish Government, and that the inhabitants might therefore resume their 3 0ChCUC OS business without fear of being molested by anybody... General Der Honcassoff ordered, : at the same time, a sentry to be placed in every quarter, and the inhabitants, quieted ~~ 

7 and reassured, reopened their shops the same day. A few days after this, General Der 3 oo Honcassoff, leaving at Bayazid one battalion of infantry, 1,500 Cossacks, and two can-. | i. nons, started for Diadin, which he took ‘without meeting any resistance whatever. _ - i _It was in the interval of this movement beyond Bayazid that some Kurd tribes, the 7 Hassanali, the Sibichli, &c., about three thousand rifles in all, with Sophi-Agha at 1 their head, penetrated into the district of Alaschkrd, and sacked all its ninety villages, _ Inhabited by about 3,000 Armenian fathilies. “The district of Alaschkrd is composed of © 
d _ the cazas of Diadin, Antap, Karakilissé, and the locality of Nahié. All the villages of E these cazas have been pillaged by these ferocious banditti. Toprak-Kaleh.and Hastour i are the only places which have escaped destruction. “Thanks to the Turks at Toprak- | 'Kaleh, it was the son of Mehmet Pasha Surmeéli who protected the Christians and suc- Se 4 | ceeded in preventing pillage; at Hastour it was a-touroun (priest) hassanali, for whom 3 - _ the Kurds profess a certain veneration. re | Se 
: | _ We will now return to Bayazid with its garrison of 1,500 Cossacks and one battalion . 7. of infantry. One thousand Cossacks and 500 men (infantry) soon left the town. and =| lt marched toward Van, then fell back on Abagha. -Faik Pasha, with seven battalionsof =. 3 regular troops, one field battery, and 25,000 Kurds, attacked them at Abagha, when the 2 j Test of the Bayazid garrison came to the rescue. Faik defeated and pursued them to | a Bayazid. One hundred and twenty-four infantrymen were taken prisoners. by the — | 7 _ Turks and sent under escort to Van. Three hundred Russian horsemen surrendered, | i. _ but the Kurds fell upon and killed them. ‘The rest of the Cossacks gained the frontier : : . (19th June, 1877). The colonel who commanded the Russians was wounded during ; _ the action. He was taken back to the fortress, where he soon died of his wounds.’ The - | j : Cossacks assembled and named. commander, or commandress, the wife of their chief, _ : i an who accompanied ber husband and fought along with them. I have told you in my | i preceding letters what has since taken place at Bayazid. - ) : A few lines more about Kars. During the siege, the wounded and sick amounted to : i _ 1,034. The hospitals of this stronghold are now being emptied; the sick are sent to : ‘ Erzeroum. The day before yesterday we had an arrival of 337 sick, and yesterday an- _ ! ; other of 189. It is said that before the raising of the siege, the Grand Duke Michael 2 
; sent a message to the commander of Kars saying that he would lose his head sooner = ; than not take Kars. It is now Moukhtar who is going to lay siege to Alexandropol. | ‘ It appears that the Russian fortresses on the frontier are in a very neglected state. It: — } ' : is only quite lately that, according to ‘official information, they have been placed in: a ' Lo condition to resist'a‘siege. «| oo yy pe Ee we a 2 

7 . —_ [Inclesure 3 in No. 181] - a | 

1 4 _ {Extract from the Daily Levant Herald of August 26, 1877.] 

' SO " MEHEMET ALI PASHA AT: SCHOOL IN GERMANY. oe es : 

i The German papers publish what they:describe as genuine school reports of Garl ) _ Detroit, of Magdeburg, now Mehemet. Ali Pasha, commander-in-chief of the Turkish . | 
i -. army of the Danube. That of Michaelmas, 18338,. says: Behavior not faultless; in-.— | 
i: _ dustry might be better; progress, a little; Latin, pretty good ; German, pretty good ; | 
j history, pretty good ; geography and French, middling; arithmetic, poor; writing, sat- _ | 

_ isfactory; drawing, middling; singing, poor. oo : : a The report of the next term says: Attention, much better ; industry also -better, — | 
‘ with exceptions; behavior, good. —__ a PE, 7 . a 2 
; His last report Easter, 1842, says: He lacked steadiness; Latin, read Casar and 2 
3 . Ovid very well; Greek, satisfactory ; German, good ; French, good; mathematics, sat- , : 
j isfactory. A-note.says: Very prompt in the independent working of problems; nat-. | 
i ural history, middling ; history and geography, good. He was fourteen years old when | 
i he left school, and will therefore this year reach his fiftieth year. _ !
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a ae: Mr. Maynard to Mr. Hvarts. oe 

No. 185.] — - . LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, os 

Le Constantinople, October 1, 1877. (Received October 23.)  &§ 

-- Str: During the month just closed the Turco-Russian war, judging: | 

from the position of the respective armies, has made but little progress. | | 

- ‘YPerrible fighting is reported, but nothing decisive. | een | 

7 - From Asia we have heard little of military movements. The opera. — | 

| ‘tions seem to have been confined to the frontier, and on the Russian - 

-_- rather than the Turkish side of it. As far as can be judged at present, §  ° &§ 

the Russian campaign in that quarter has been a-total failure.  &§ 

‘In Europe there has been ceaseless activity on both sides. The Turks 

bave made tremendous efforts to gain the Shipka Pass, of which Tmade sd J 
~ mention in my dispatch No. 181, dated August 31,1877; but theirenemy 

still holds it. The bulletins report frightful losses on both sides; on | | 

that of the Turks nearly half of the veterans who had foughtin Monte. =f 
- > negro. The Russians have taken and still bold Loftcha (Lovatz), no Gl 

doubt an important advantage; and have attempted to retake Flevna, sf 

till more important could they have suce: eded. The defense has been - | 

-prilliant and to this time successful, shedding great luster on the | 

Turkish arms and on Osman Pasha, the general in command. On the —«&*R 

- Russian right, Mehemet Ali Pasha and the Egyptian contingent claim OS 

advantages more or less considerable. woe oe 

- _Yhe Russians are reported to have been driven from the Lom, a stream | 

which enters the Danube at Rustchuk, and to have retired behind the I 

| Yantra, a parallel stream falling into the Danabe a few miles farther : 

up, and as a military line for them much stronger than the Lom,no  =——s*™E 

doubt, so long as the Turks hold Rustchak, Rasgrad, and Shumla, The | 

| fall rains have set in, and the season is too far advanced to admit of wigs 

- new enterprises. Should the campaign close now, it will leave a power- od 

"ful Russian army resting on the Danube and stretching southward to | | 

an important pass of the Balkan Mountains, certainly not au inconsider- | 

able achievement. OER Ee ae _ 
—-- Judging by another standard, however, the campaign has been decid- wen ned 

edly favorable to the Turks. On the one hand, the high Russian mili- | 

tary prestige has been lost, and on the other the Turks have gained in JJ 

this respect, aud much more even than their enemy has lost. Theeffecth ©= = J 

-of this campaign upon the two armies will be to bring them into the = JJ 

field next year under very different conditions, the Russians having a | 

far higher respect for their enemy and the Turks much less for theirs. El 

-.- In fine, Turkey becomes from this time until the end of the war a first- eS | 

glass military power, a fact equally understood by her armies in the | 
field and by her statesmen in the cabinet. Sees Oo yee as | 

_ ~~ When Russia undertook toexecute the judgment of Europe as declared ) 

in the conference, the other powers believed—some, indeed, feared— _, | 

a she would easily and effectually accomplish her self-imposed task. Now. | 
that. she has encountered unexpected difficulties, and has met with a -——s«d(G 

resistance which no one of .them anticipated, it will be seen whether : 

they leave her to end the struggle as best she may, or rally to her sup-— Ceo] 

port, or in the interests of civilization and humanity interfere ata juuc- | 

ture when peace would be tantamount to her defeat. oe | | 

The Turks continue to be supplied with war-material from abroad. — | 
-. Within the last few days a large English steamer has arrived from we | 

| America loaded with ordnance stores. Several similarcargoeshave been sf 

39 FR | SNe a |
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, received since the war began, and not.a single one has been interrupted. 
3 Considering the length of the voyage, and that it is continuous from — 
; oo Long Island Sound to the Golden Horn, we have a significant instance 
i of the inefficiency of the Russian cruisers. In this connection I may _ 
: observe the superiority of the ammunition used by the Turkish soldiers 
’ -, over that of the Russians has been remarked upon as one of the causes | 
i to. which their success may be attributed. | | 

] | This dispatch may properly close with a reference to Montenegro. 
i | After the withdrawal of Suleiman Pasha the mountaineers seem to ' 
i have had everything their own way. They besieged and took the | 

| much-disputed fort of Niksitch; which, for the present at least, they 
oe are likely to retain. The garrison which surrendered, expecting the | 

j | _ worst, were greatly surprised, it is said, at being allowed to keep their | 
i; _ side-arms and to go their way. © . : - ee 
’ a | Tam, &e.,. - 2 oo | I , : 

| | a 7 = HORACE MAYNARD. 

i CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
i; , AND THE TURKISH LEGATION. | 

| Aristarchti Beyto Mr. Fishe = | ° 

| : _ [Translation] = = | eS 

. a IMPERIAL OTTOMAN LEGATION, = — 
, : - Washington, December 22,1876. (Received December 23.) 

i. Mr. SECRETARY OF STATE: The Sublime Porte has informed His. 
i; Excellency the President of the Swiss Confederation, that it has de- 
| .._ gided to adopt the red crescent instead of the red cross for the Ottoman 

i ambulances whose use it has authorized. This step has been taken ~ 
i principally on account of the religious convictions of our army, which 
; ‘is composed exclusively of Mussulmans. So far, therefore, from affect- 

-. ing any of the principles of the convention, which has been scrupu- 
; iously carried out by us, it is calculated to cause that instrument to be 
j “more generally respected. | CO | | eg 

: ‘Under these circumstances, the Sublime Porte hopes that the red - 
 erescent on a white ground will be received and respected asa symbol | 

of neutrality, the same as the red cross. a ee 
: | -. The imperial government will always be happy to do all in its power _ 
1 , to extend the blessings of this hamane institution, and the red crescent | 

i being accepted as the equivalent of the red cross, willnever be used in | 
i; the armies of His Imperial Majesty the Sultan except for the ambu- — 

- Janee service and the aid of the wounded. 
Poe oO Be pleased to accept, &c., re | 

oe | ee - an G. DARISTARCHL



BS Aristarchi Bey to Mr. Fishe | | 

aon | " - : — [Translation] - «= 

| oe ss TpeRraL OrtomaAN LDEGATION, 

| Washington, February 19, 1877. — (Received February 20.) | | 

ss Mr, Srorerary oF Stare: Referring to the note which Thadthe ~~ § 

| honor to address to you on the 19th of March, 1874, and to your kind | 

‘reply of the 28th of July following, in relation to the conclusions | 

reached by the international tonnage commission which met at Con- | ; 

 gstantinople in 1873, I take the liberty to inform you that the Govern- — | 

| ment of Her Britannic. Majesty has addressed the Sublime Porte tor | 

| the purpose of asking its. adbesion toa provisional convention con-  - 

cluded February 21, 1876, between Mr. Ferdinand de Lesseps, president 

and representative of the Suez Canal Company, and Colonel Stokes. —s*é 

- The object of this convention is to introduce certain modifications in  *- 

| the decision formed on the presentation of the report of the interna. - | | 

| tional tonnage commission, dated December 18, 1873. ct I 

a J have the honor herewith to transmit you a copy of theaforesaid con- sO 

/- vention, and I hasten to declare to you, in the name of my government, ff 

| that we can attach no importance to the withdrawal which Mr. de Les- 

-_ geps proposes in this instrument to make of his protests against the = &£ 

Sublime Porte, which have never been taken into consideration, as being — &E 

| destitute of any legal value. | ao rr | 

This declaration being made, the imperial government recognizes, In | 

fact, that the system proposed by Messrs. de Lesseps and Stokes, of  &£- 

first lowering and afterward discontinuing the additional (discrimi- — | 

nating 2) toll permitted to be levied in 1873, atthe periods fixed bythem, = = Ff 

| _ offers advantages to the vessels of all countries, inasmuch asit willbe sf 

? known beforehand at what precise time the reductions will take place, . | 

| and at what time the additional (discriminating ?) toll will be entirely y 

discontinued. | ae , oe | 

' This system recommends itself still further if, as the company declares, — &| 

| _ it. will enable it to construct works which are acknowledged to be neces- # 

| _ gary for the improvement of the navigation of the canal. | : oe | 

. ~ Thus, while considering as purposeless the announcements of the com- | 

- pany touching the withdrawal of its protests against the imperial gov- | 

| ernment, which, I repeat, it has never recognized as possessing anylegal , 

value, the Sublime Porte is ready to sanction the modifications proposed ~- sg 

by Messrs. de Lesseps and Stokes, the other maritime powers of Europe ~ dE 

having manifested a disposition to adhere thereto. The imperial gov- , 

ernment, moreover, would be happy to see them favorably received by | of 

{. the Government of the United States, and brought by it to the notice : 

| of all who may be interested in the matter. | | eas EE 

2 ‘Be pleased to accept, &e., a . oe oe 

i 7 ee SG DARISTARCHI — — { 

| - 7 | +s {Inelosure.] _ Da Se ore cod 

| Convention between Mr. Ferdinand de Lesseps, president director. of the Universal | 

— Company of the Suez Maritime Canal, having received full powers from the board of | | 

{ __. Alirectors on the one band, and Colonel Jobn Stokes, C. B.; authorized by the Govern- | 

i ment of Her Britannic Majesty, 7 A | oe 

: It bas been agreed as follows: _ EE oo i | | . , 

| ss ArTIcLE 1. Mr. de Lesseps engages to cause. the acceptance in advance by the said |
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company of all that has been done at Constantinople in relation to the question of ton- 
4 . nage for the tariff of transit through the said Suez Canal, according to the final report 
: of the international commission, dated December 13, 1873, and adopted by the Otto- 3 | ~. - man Porte. ss * — 

| ART. 2. In exchange for this declaration, the British Government will take charge 
i of the negotiations which shall result in substituting for the present provision in re- 
: gard to the reduction of the additional (discriminating ?) toll, an arrangement by which 
i the first reduction of 50 centimes shall begin January 1, 1877; the second reduction of —— 
1 _ 50 centimes, January 1,-1879; the third, January 1, 1881; the fourth, January 1,1882; 
7 the fifth, January 1, 1883; and the sixth, January 1, 1884; so that on and after this | 

3 latter date the additional (discriminating ?) toll shall be discontinued, and the maxi- — | 
; | “mum of 10 francs per ton on the net official tonnage shall be the only one levied. ) 
q Art. 3. Mr. de Lesseps engages that the company shall execute the extraordinary 
i a works of construction, besides the ordinary works necessary to keep the canal in proper 2 
: order, for the sum ofone million of fra nes per annum, for thirty years. co 2 
7 os ArT. 4. As soon as the British Govern ment shall have made known to Mr. de Lesseps |. 
4 the favorable result of the negotiation referred to in article 2, Mr. de Lesseps will 
7 “withdraw all his protests against the Ottoman Porte. 
i | Done at Cairo, in duplicate original, February 21, 1876. | | 7 

. 2 CO FERD. DE LESSEPS. 
j a De Ho _ J. STOKES. | 

| | | - No. 338, | | 

1 | | a Mr. Evarts to Aristarchi Bey. 7 | 

1 Oo DEPARTMENT OF STATE, : 
1 : Washington, March 23, 1877. 
4 | Sik: Referring to your note of 19th February ultimo, with inclosed 
; _ copy of a provisional convention concluded on the 21st February, 1876, 2 
7 _ between Mr. Ferdinand de Lesseps, president aud representative of the | 

| Suez Canal Company, and Col. John Stokes, which convention pro- 
] _. poses to introduce certain modifications in the former decision of the | 
n international tonnage commission in regard to tolls on the Suez Canal, | 
j - Ihave the honor to inform you that the matter presented in your note 
; has received that consideration which its importance demanded, and i 
; this government accedes to the request of the Sublime Porte to favor- 
j _ ably receive the proposed modification, = : | | 
’ : Accept, sir,-&., ae 4 
‘ee | - Oo WM. M. EVARTS. 

; , _ Aristarchi Bey to Mr. Evarts, ee 

| — a . [Translatiou. ] - - nO 

a : «IMPERIAL OrToman LEGATION, _ 
| BO Washington, March 23, 1877. (Received March 24.) 

i; Mr. SECRETARY OF STATE: I have received the note which the 2 
/ Hon. Mr. Fish was pleased to address to me on the first instant in ac- | 
a knowledgment of the receipt of mine of the 19th of February last in | 
; _. relation to the convention concluded by M. Ferdinand de Lesseps and 

Colonel Stokes. =| So Bas, | | | 
a _ “Being desirous to inform the Sublime Porte of the result of the step. 

: | taken by me, which result, I trust, will be a favorable one, I should be 
_ grateful to you if you would be pleased to communicate to me,if you
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ean do so withont putting yourself “to any inconvenience, the decision  =——™& 

- which may have been reached on this subject by the Government ofthe = | 

United States SO Ea | 
Be pleased to accept, &e., . es oo a | 

re OT ose G&G. DARISTARCHI. ft 

| Be Phos a Aristarchi Bey to Mr. Hvarts. | a oe 

os : | - -[Translation.] | | | : | 3 2 | 

po  Impertan Orroman LecatTion, | | 
a Washington, April 30, 1877, (Received May 1.) vers 

- Mr. SECRETARY OF Stare: By order of my government, I have the _ | 

_. honor officially to inform the Washington cabinet that on the 24th in-— oe 

: stant Russia declared war against the Ottoman Empire, and com-  § 

, - menced hostilities in Hurope and Asia, | | a | 

a A- state of war thus existing between the two countries, the Sablime 

: Porte is convinced, Mr. Secretary of State, that the Government of the | . &~§ 

| United States will, as a neutral state, be pleased to guarantee (assurer) 

| to us the same treatment that it granted to the belligerents in 1870-71... sé, 

| ‘This conviction is based on. the high impartiality of the United States, | ' 

on the friendly relations which have long existed between our respective _ | 

| countries, and on the principles which have been upheld and practiced 
7 by the Washington cabinet on solemn occasions. | | DO sos eee Sue Ul 

|...” Be pleased to accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the reiterated assurances — 

: of my very high consideration. PE ee 

fo | G.DARISTARCHI] = = ~~ §& 

poe NoS4k 0 | 

Po Mr. Evarts to Aristarchi Bey. Pn | 

| Oo os | a - DEPARTMENT OF STATE, a eg 

‘a a 7 y | Washington, May 3,1877. 

} ‘Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the | | 

| 30th of April, in which you communicate to me officially the informa- = =# J 

| tion that “Russia has declared war against the Ottoman Empire, and | 
| commenced. hostilities in Europe and Asia.” You state also that, in | 

| view of these events, the Sublime Porte.is convinced that the Govern- ) 

| ment of the United States will, as a neutral state, be pleased to guaran- | 

| _— tee the same treatment that it granted to the belligerentsin the last | 
| great European war of 1870-71. - es Sed 

. Lam directed by the President to say in reply that the expectation of = 1 

{the Sublime Porte that a just and impartial neutrality will be observed De age 

} by the United States is well founded. The Government of the United z { 

|} — States will now, as heretofore, be found earnest, not only in maintain- od 

_ ing an attitude of neutrality in Kuropean contests, but in faithfully ob- © 

| serving all treaty obligations with either of the belligerent powers, and | a 
| also in preventing the infraction, by any persons in this country, of the = = J 

laws of the United States or the laws of nations,
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] While thus adhering with fidelity to a line of action which isinaceord 
{ both with legal obligations and with the public sentiment of the Amer- — 
3 lean people, the Government of the United States anticipates with con- 
; fidence that the Sablime Porte will, on its part, take due care that the | 
; | rights of the United States as a neutral power shall be fully and scrupu- | 
i. lously respected, and that citizens of the United States, wherever pur- 
i suing their peaceable and lawful. avocations, shall in no wise be un-. | 
, justly interfered with or molested. = | | | 

| Accept, sir, &c., a 7 | : 
i | —— | | WM. M. EVARTS. | 

i | — No, 342. Oe So - 

: | |  Aristarcht Bey to Mr. Evarts. a | 

j oO | | [ Translation. ] = a : 

1 | | | IMPERIAL OTTOMAN LEGATION, 
Oo Washington, May 30,1877. (Received Junel.) 

_ Mr. SECRETARY OF STATE: The Government of the United Princi- . 
j _ palities of Moldavia and Wallachia on the 16th of April last, disregard. «| 

| ing its obligations to the suzerain court, concluded a convention with | 
1 _ Russia, the object of which was to prepare the way for the occupation 

= of the Moldavo-Wallachian territory by the enemy, which occupation 
q took place on the 24th of the same month. oe | : 
i In consequence of this act, committed in violation of our rights, the | 
1 Sublime Porte notified the agency of the Prince at Constantinople, un- - 
; der date of May 3, that its functions were thenceforth suspended. —-_— : 

Nevertheless, Moldavo-Wallachians residing in or passing through 
' the empire will continue to enjoy, as in the past, the protection of the | | 

Ottoman laws and anthorities the same as the faithful subjects of His 
| Imperial Majesty the Sultan, : - | 

7 — Moldavo-Wallachian vessels will also remain under the protection of 
{ the imperial authorities and of the Ottom an consuls in foreign countries. | 
i _ Be pleased to accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the assurances of my 
i -. very high consideration. = - , of 
| | a | pS | | G. DARISTARCHI. 

| Ss EGYPT. | | a | ! 

- | No. 3438.00 a | : 

Mr. Farman to Mr. Fish, — oe | 

— No. 45.) ~ AGENCY AND CONSULATE-GENERAL , 
| oe | OF THE UNITED STATES IN EGYPT, | / 

| | ce  . Cairo, August 10, 1876. a 
i. | Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a dispatch from | 

. Chérif Pasha, secretary of foreign affairs, dated August 3, 1876, and | 
its translation. The subject of this dispatch is a project for the increase | 

2 of the number of judges in the new tribunals of Egypt. The facts ren- 
oo dering this increase necessary are set forth in detail. It seems to be | 

: _ impossible for the present number of judges to do the work thatis ree |
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- quired, and it is proposed to promote the European substitutes of the ft 

parquet to judges. There are five of these European substitutes, being § 

one from each of the following countries, namely: England, France, ae | 

Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy. ESB oes] 

No substitute having been as yet named by the United States, it is | 

_-proposed, if this project is accepted, to give such substitute as shall be |  &£ 

regularly nominated by our. government and accepted by the govern-— Ff 

ment of the Khedive, at once, on sueh acceptance, the position of judge a 

| in the court Premiere Instance (Court of First Instance), the same as the a | 

/ other substitutes already chosen. a | &§ 

a fhe ratio between the foreign and native judges is not to be chan ged; | 

- -put the Khédive is to be at liberty to. appoint such person as he may — a 

S choose and think necessary to the parquet, without consulting the for- — : &— 

| eign powers eg tone a Del 
| “Whether the American substitute, when promoted to judge, would | 

be assigned to Ismailia, Cairo, or Alexandria, is left to be hereafter de-_ a 

: termined. 2 ©. . | - | | | | dg if 

. After an examination of the facts I approve of the project, and rece | f 

| ommend its acceptance by the Government of the United States and »  &-§ 

the nomination of a suitable person for substitute. © | - — 

| It is desired that an immediate. auswer be given to this proposition, — _&£ 

go that in case it is accepted the new tribunals may, at the end of their a 

| vacation on the 15th of October, recommence their work with the pro-— po : 

|. posed increased number of judges. | | Jeeta oe | 

| The position of the appointee, when accepted by the Khédive, would ae 

| be the same as that now held by Judge Bacheller.. ns - «| 

| Russia is in the same condition as regards the new tribunals as- o&§ 

| America, not having yet proposed a substitute ; and the same proposi- — eo | 

| tion is made to that government in relation to the appointment of a |  &§ 

| - substitute as is made to the Government of the United States. ss & 

| If both Russia and the United States propose substitutes, it will give « | 

? to the Egyptian courts seven additional foreign | judges and a propor- . &| 

|. tionate number of native. — a oe De : 

| _. LT have, &e., : : oe : - a | 

‘ee | : | eons i. BE. FARMAN, | oo | 

Poo United States Agent and Consul-General. | 

| pone : a [Inclosure.—Translation.] oe | 

: co Seb ee MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, . OE 

7 7 ae Ce a oes Cairo, August 3, 1876. . | | 

I Mr. AGENT AND CONSUL-GENERAL: Thanks to the firm and enlightened support. 

, which the Government of the United States of America has given to judiciary rerorm, | 

: the new tribunals were definitively established and began their functions on the Ist. : | 

} February. Their inception, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, has been of a nature to. : | 

~ show in the most evident. manner the importance of these new tribunals, and to per- I 

{  __ mit us to foresee the development they are destined to attain. | wee | 

. It suffices, to reach this conviction, to consult the statistics of the causes brought | 7 

| - before the tribunal at Alexandria, during the first five months of the term, and which 7 | 

7 now number 2,600, of which 1,026 have been decided.” ve | | ET 

5 Also, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, the vice-president of the court of appeals, in a oo 

| very detailed report, addressed, at the end of April, to the ministry of justice, did uot ee 

bo hesitate to declare that the number of, eight, five, and four European judges at the . 

1 tribunals of Alexandria, Cairo, and Ismailia would certainly be insufficient, notwith- — oe 

f . standing all the devotion displayed by each one of these magistrates in the exercise Ce 

} ~—s of his functions. This statement is all the more easily understood, when we consider - | 

i - that it is not only the great number of causes to. be decided, but also the variety of the. 

1 attributes and of the proceedings of the new tribunals. They are, in fact, at the same — |
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7 time, tribunals of summary justice, civil tribunals, “tribunals of infractions” (0 — 
1 police regulations pertaining to the courts), and even “ correctional tribunals,” and “of - ] _ penal instruction” in cases of crimes and misdemeanors, although their competency | 4 . is restricted as regards this latter attribute. - Evidently these numerous attributes 
q _ cowplicate and burden the operations of the tribunals as much as the administration => 4 . of the clerks. oe | SS | 
j c It has already been found necéssary to double the number of clerks, sheriffs, and = 
a interpreters in order to meet the exigencies of the service. oe | 

As regards the personnel of the magistracy, the vice-president of the court of appeals , , calls attention in his report to the fact that the tribunal at Alexandria is composed of 2 
j two chambers, which require three European judges in the formation of each one of — 
q . ~-them, and which cannot meet the needs of the situation without having three sittings 
: | each week, which necessitate long deliberations and the drawing up of numerous de- 
4 crees, thereby absorbing all the time and all the energies of these magistrates. He — 
1 . adds that the judge in charge of. whom at first. was placed the department of sum- 
: mary justice found himself, notwithstanding his experience and qualifications, inca- 
: pable of sustaining alone the burden of the numerous causes allotted to each sitting, 3 and it was quite necessary to detail another magistrate to assist him. In this manner | 
3 it will be seen that the needs of the two chambers and of the department of summary | 
; justice of the tribunal at Alexandria require already more labor than the European 
3 " = judges can perform. | ce - 
: And still this tribunal must furnish “judges of sérvice” (judges for chamber orders), 
; “of reference” (for special term business), in argent matters, cases of bankruptcy, 
4. and of “contraventions” (violations of police regulations in the administration of the 
; tribunal), and, should the occasion offer, of crimes and misdemeanors (meaning crimes - 
3 and misdemeanors connected: with the administration of the courts). Besides, this os 
j , tribunal must farnish the necessary persons for the formation of the two special cham- _ 7 bers, whose duty it is to judge the pending claims. — es . 2 j As to the court of appeals, every one is aware that its share in the common work is :. very large, and ‘that, while meting out justice; it is also charged with the general direc- | 

tion of the whole, the supervision, the discipline, &c. | 
3 As regards the tribunals of Cairo and Ismailia, they are relatively in the same situa- | 3 a _tion as thatof Alexandria. = 5 
3 _ In the tribunals of Cairo, which are composed of only five European judges, the 
; ’ amount of business is so great that the number of causes amounts to more than two- _ 
i thirds as many as those pending in the tribunal of:Alexandria, and rendered necessary, | 1. _« even from the beginning, the creation of a second chamber. on | a _  _The tribunal at Ismailia is composed of only four European judges. ba SE ES, 
i _ The delegation to Port Said, at stated periods, of one of the judges of this tribunal, | 
4 deprives it, besides, of the services of one of its members. oe Cy a SR ae 
1 , The-insufficiency of numbers makes itself felt throughout the personnel of the mag- I: | _istracy. Although the code of procedure stipulates that it would be inconsistent to | _ clothe a single judge with several judicial functions, yet, on the other hand, the present 
| ‘State of said personnel but ill allows of the application of article 4 of the regulations — 
i of organization, which state that, in cases of absence or of hinderance, provision can 
i be made for the vacancy by the delegation of judges from one tribunal to another. 
i How is this insufficiency to be remedied in the interest of the good administration =: 

_ of justice? That is a serious question, which has.occupied the serious attention of the ‘ 
;  - government of the Khédive from the day on which this insufficiency made itself ap- 7 

parent, and was further demonstrated by the court of appeals, which is the medium : 2 of interpretation of the convictions of the entire magistracy, and supported by said 
: _ article 4 of the regulations of judicial organization, which stipulates that the num- | 
j ber of judges of appeal or of first instance may be increased, if the court makes known — i 

. the necessity of such a measure, for the. needs of the service, without modifying the - : 
i ratio at present existing between the number of native and European judges, ~ : 

_. After having maturely considered the situation, and after having obtained positive 
; information from the most reliable sources, the government of the Khédive hasthought, = 
q Mr. Agent and Consul-General, that the easiest and at the same time the most speedy i 
3 remedy would be to seek among the persons now performing duty at the new tribunals, . | 
! outside of the judges properly speaking, the elements requisite for the attainment of 

the object which is now so important. ee | | od 
‘In this order of ideas, his attention has been particularly drawn by the court to the 

7 personnel of the parquet (procurator-general and five substitutes). 
. The European substitutes are already familiar with the working of the tribunals 

— and with the affairs of the country; that is a most important advantage. They have, 
, moreover, had experience, and this experience and_the information they have acquired, 

united, qualifies them for apt and capable judges. oy 
| Besides, the attributes (duties) of the parquet are naturally prescribed within the ws 

| -limits laid down by the reform, and within those limits the “ ministre public” has not ~ : 
_ to the present time been permitted to intervene in civil matters, except in questions
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ef the statut personnel (nationality and identity of the person), questions delicate andof : 

: frequent occurrence, and which;moréeover, open the widest field for its action. Nor in UE 

penal matters could it use its influence, except in special eases. — . | o£ 

-- From this it would seem that a smaller number of substitutes could, at least in the ££ 

 aetnal state of affairs, meet the requirements of the situation and the aim of article oo El 

--97 of the regulations of organization, which provides for a number of substitutes § 

Po sufficient for the service of the sittings and of the police administration, — 7 ae 

/ ‘In this connection the court observes that, in the few months just elapsed, the fune- —  - 

| tions of the “ ministére public” have ordinarily been vested by the attorney-general =  —s «x 

pe in the native substitutes, as well, before the tribunal of appeals, up to the recent > a 

| arrival of Mr. Vacher, as before the. civil and commercial tribunals of Cairo; while; = 

_ . the European substitutes have been more especially intrusted with the administration oo | 

of summary proceedings: 
E 

: The court is also pleased to believe as entirely justified the confidence which Mr. _ | E 

po Vacher has reposed in these native substitutes, who needed to be initiated, as soon as OE 

| possible, into the manner of transacting the business, and in whose intelligent and. og 

- devoted services the parquet found a. most reliable element for the attainment.of the | - F 

| object in view. It is known, moreover, that the nomination of the present number of oo § 

substitutes was less the result of the actual exigeucies of the serviee than the applica- ee | 

‘tion of a measure adapted to meet any emergency that might arise, and as a mark of = 

/ deference to the great powers toward which the Kbédive wished to observe a principle | : 

of strict equality and identical guarantees. In this lJatter conviction, if it is admitted — 

that the co-operation of the body of substitutes, officials who are liable to removal,is 

/ an additional guarantee of the rigid observance of good law, it would evidently seem E 

| that, as judges clothed with the character of unremovability, they would strengthenall o£ 

|. the more that guarantee, and add to the satisfaction of the powers concerned. ©... E 

\ -. Sueh are the considerations, Mr. Agent. and Consul-General, which have. eaused the a : 

: government, inspired by the court of appeals, to seek in the parquet itself those aux-- == = & 

| iliaries which have been indispensable to the tribunals. | ce Sas : 

| - Tam, therefore, authorized by the Khédive to make the proposition that the substi- oe 

: tutes named,on presentation by the governments concerned, shall be attached, as — | 

| judges, to the tribunals of first instance, in which tribunals they have, upto the pres- 

| - ent time, been employed. ee os Pee oe fee a | : 

i ~The Government of the United States of America, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, © mo ot 

| has not yet presented the name of any one for nomination as substitute by the Egyp- . oe 

1 tian Government. . Canes ms . . ae 

— The Khédive is perfectly willing to.consider any step taken in this connection by | . 

| - the Government of the United States of America, and to apply to the American sub- | | 

|  gtitute, who shall be regularly nominated, the proposition relative to the other substi . | 

i tutes. NS es Ce _&£ 

| -_-_In transmitting this proposition to yeu, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, I am confi- | | 

: dent that, having a full knowledge of the state of affairs, and of the importance of the pen , 

| -eonsiderations to which the Government of the Khédive must submit, in the interest of | 

1 justice, you will not hesitate to recommend it to the Government of the United States ; 

| of America for its consideration. If it is accepted, as the Government of the Khédive oe 

|... hopes it will be, the American substitute who shall have been regularly presented and | 

|... nominated will be, from the date of said. acceptanee, promoted to the functions of a. | 

y. judge, under the same conditions asthe judges of firstinstance. a 

| ... Moreover, from the day ef said acceptance, the Government of the Khédive will be , 

| able to exercise freely the right mentioned in article 4 of the regulations of judicial a 

: organization looking to the continuance of the fixed proportion between the native og 

: and foreign judges; and it will retain the full faculty of providing for everything eo | 

i ' which concerns the personnel of the parquet without having to consult the foreign — «| 

| governments, which, under the circumstances, will find themselves entirely disinter- — | 

} ested from the fact of the promotion of the substitutes tojudges.  &| 

| Tam allowed also to add, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, that the court is heartily 7 

| desirous that.a decision may be arrived at on this subject before the 15thof October 

| —__ next, in order that, from that date, the tribunals may be enabled to continue their Ee 

{ —_ operations with a full personnel, and for that reason be better able to fulfill their mis- : 7 

| sion, so important and so difficult. | | me AE | 

i. I shall, in consequence, be much indebted to you if you would communicate tome | 

the answer-of the Government of the United Srates of America as soon as it shall have. | 

-. reached you, and I take this occasion, Mr. Agent and Cousul-General, of renewing to. *& 

| you the expression of my high esteem. | oo : Co ee CO
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j | | No. 344. - rr. 

1 a an _ Mr. Farman to Mr, Fish. — ere | 
j No. 77.] . AGENCY AND CONSULATE-GENERAL 
i OF THE UNITED STATES IN EGYPT, 

ee / Cairo, November 27,1876. (Received December 26.) : 
4 _ Srr: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a dispatch re- | 
}  . Geived from his excellency Chérif Pasha, dated November 5, 1876, and 
1 — its translation. — Co | a a a 
7. This dispatch. relates to the proposition of the government of His 
i | Highness the Khédive heretofore communicated to you, to increase the 7 
1 number of judges in the new tribunals of Egypt. De Sy : 
] His excellency calls my attention to the fact. of the necessity of this 
| increase becoming more and more urgent, and expresses ahope that the 
7 Government of the United States will sanction the project, and that an | 

answer will be given as soon as possible... eg 
] f am informed that Italy, France, and Austria-Hun gary havealready 
3 given formal written answers accepting the proposed plan for increasing => 
q : the number of judges, and that other powers have verbally, through 
i. their consuls, given similar answers. =~ | | : | 
: Italy and Austria-Hungary gave their assent to the entire plan. France - 

| desired the privilege of nominating a substitute in the place oftheoneto 
be promoted to judge, but did not, as I am informed, make this nomina- | 

a tion a condition of acceptance,,§ oo 
i; By a decree of His Highness the Khédive, of the 25th instant, Mr. | 

i; _ Karizinis Antoine, the Austro-Hungarian substitute, was promoted to 
a judge of the tribunal of premiére instance of Cairo, and Barnardi Pierre, 

' Italian substitute, to judge of the tribunal of premié:e instance of . 
Ismailia, | ee ORC BASE a PS | 

' It would seem from this decree that the Khédive had already com- | 
i menced to put in operation his proposed plan. 1 have heard no objec- ! 
i tion made to it from any source, and the imperative necessity of increas- _ - 
| Ing the number of judges is universally admitted. a 
j There is no institution that promises to be more advantageous than _ 
| the new tribunals. Their efficiency and general usefulness is admitted | 
{ __ by all classes, and their beneficial influence cannot but be one of the 

prineipal factors in promoting the advaucing civilization of Egypt. OG 
There are still some difficulties to be averted.. No arrangement has 

{ | yet been made with the creditors of the Daira; and should a question 4 
i involving the validity of the decree of the 18th instant, so far as it affects : 
| _ the acquired rights of foreigners, be brought before thé courts and the 
| Same principle applied as in the decision of last May, the result must Ss’ 
{. be adverse to the government. ' , ETE 
{ It is, however, believed, on grounds apparently reasonable, that all — : 
i matters of difference will be satisfactorily arranged with the creditors. 
| ‘That the Khédive earnestly desires this, and is making the most strenu- 
j | ous efforts for its accomplishment, there is no doubt; and, unless the 

: threatened Turco. Russian war by, causing a new drain upon the Egyptian | 
, treasury prevents, he will undoubtedly be in a condition to make such 
, arrangements, — a OO oo Oo 
i | I have delayed transmitting the inclosed dispatch of Chérif Pasha for | 

some days, expecting on the arrival of each mail to receive an answer” 
: to my dispatch No. 45, of August 10, 1876, that would probably render 

its transmission unnecessary.  —.. nes | . 
i Tam, &, — | | a | | 
| oo i KE. FARMAN, | | 
i | Oo _ United States Agent and Consul-General. |
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es og ed ‘{Inclosure.—Translation. ] / 7 os Ce 

| ae The minister of fordign affairs of the Khedie to-Mr. Farman. | oo : Po 

| —_ a APPOINTMENT OF New JUDGES TO THE TRIBUNALS. | oe 

pe oo oe  * Masisrry oF Forrren AFFAIRS, _ | 

pee 8 hee ae Pe Cairo, November 5, 1876.0 of 

a My Dear Consut-Gunerat : By my dispatch of the 3d Angust last, I had the honor, 

to-call your kind attentioa to the principal circumstances which required an increase. ~ : 

| ‘in the number of judges in view of securing the godd ad ministration of justice, aud : &§ 

--T pointed out to you the means which seemed to the government of the Khédive best a E 

| adapted to attain the desired object. _ oe oe a - : 

| I, shall not repeat the. considerations which I have already-set forth at length as — &— 

S regards this subject. Be . Pe | - | 

; ~ Being upon the spot as you ara, my'dear consul-general, you have been able to ob- of 

: tain, if required, most exact information, and to convince yourself of the exigencies cg 

of the situation, which, in the opinion of the magistrates and of all interested, calls 

)  dmperatively for.a prompt and effectual remedy. = | a Ee 

- It pleases me to hope that the Government of the United States of America, enlight- = 

, ened by your care, will unite in the general conviction, and that it will sanction it by ae 

' its decision. gece Se . a , of 

} ‘This decision, my dear consul-general, the government of the Khédive willbebappy . &§ 

) : to be.made acquainted with as soon as possible; for you are aware that the new judi-_ : 

' -. cial year is begun, and the circumstances are becoming more and more urgent. - _— &§ 

I should, therefore, be pleased to have you continue to lend your kind assistance to ae 

obtain a speedy solution, and J renew to you, my dear consul-general, the expression | - 

|. of my devoted sentiments and my high consideration. | . 

pO NM. B45, eye | 

: Oe | Mr. Farman to Mr. Fish, o | 

|} No. 79.) AGENCY AND CONSULATE-GENERAL | 
1 OF THE UNITED STATES IN EGYPT, | 

| oe Cairo, December 8, 1876. (Received December 29.) — | 

, Sre: [have the honor to transmit herewith duplicate copies of a | 

| decree of His Highness the Khédive, dated November 18, 1876. This. | 

7 decree was made pursuant to and in accordance with the agreement made OE 

; between the English and French holders of Egyptian bonds, through > 

| their agents, Messrs. Goschen & Joubert, and the Egyptian Govern- 4 

} ment.. | aa oe oo te ne ee 

}. The principal provisions of the decree are: Foe Late 7 

| Ist. It separates the private debts. of the Khédive, called the debts  . J 

i of the Daira, from those of the Egyptian Government. ee | 

| _ 2d. It re-establishes the Moukabalah, with the modification that the | , 

| reduction of taxes promised is not to take effect until the year 18386. _ 7 I 

| 3d. It pledges the receipts of the Moukabalah, to the payment of the a 

bonds of 1864, 1865, 1867.0 “ _ ee Oe ors | 

7 . 4th. It establishes a special administration for the railroads of Egypt: | 

and the port of Alexandria, to consist of five persons, of whom two are) | | 

{| to. be English, one French, aud two native. Cen pe gt, Cae 

| Sth. It pledges the revenues of the railroads and the port of Alexan- . 

| —_ dria to the amount of £17,000,000 for the payment of the principal and o 

| interest ofa series of privileged bonds, giving the preference to those of | 

|} ——s-: 1862, 1868, and 18738. 0 re oe | oan | | 

: 6th. In the decree of May 7, 1876, what was called the ‘unified 
| debt” amounted to £91,000,000. By the deduction of the Daira debts, — a 

_ - £8,815,431, the £17,000,000 secured by the revenues of the railroad and |
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7 the port of Alexandria, the amount of the bonds of 1864, 1865, and | 
io 1867, which are to be paid by the proceeds of the Moukabalah, and cer- 
] tain other items amounting to £4,135,930, for the payment of which pro- , 
1 _ Vision is made, the “unified debt” is reduced to £59,000,000. Thisis | 

made payable in- sixty-five years, and is to bear interest at the rate of 7 2 
7 per cent. per annum, one-seventh of which interest is, however, to be _ 

1 _. applied until the year 1886 to the purchase for cancellation of the bonds | 
] constituting the debt, unless the amount shall be sooner reduced to 
| £40,000,000. | ne , | 
1 th. The decree also provides for the appointment of two comp- 
} trollers-general, one Euglish and the other French; one to have the su- — | 

pervision of the collection of all the revenues of the State, and the | 
_ other to act as an adviser of the minister of finance, as well as perform 

7 other duties. The English and French governments are to be requested | i. 7 to name persons to be appointed by the Khedive to these places. os ; ‘8th. The commission of the public debt created by the decree of May | 
; 2, 1876, is to be continued until the whole debt is paid, and one English. 
7 man is to be appointed upon it, and the English Government is to be — 
3 officially requested to nominate a person for such appointment. The En o- 
| _ lish and French Governments are also each to be requested to nominate - | 
j the persons to be appointed from their respective countries as members 
i: of the special administration of the railroads and the port of Alexandria. 
i _ The decree is generally received with satisfaction, and it is thought tu | 
: be the best that could be done under all the embarrassments of: the | 
i financial situation. | : a | a Oo ‘ , _ Unless prevented by some of the diffienlties mentioned in my dispatch 
; No. 77, of November 27, the Egyptian Government will hereafter be able ~~ : 
j to pay the interest on its public debt and gradually reduce the amount | 
i of the principal. = EB, Dee a 

i. | oo BRL EL FARMAN, | 
i | as | United States Agent and Consul-General. 

, - No. 3846 | | 2 

. | oe Mr. Farman to Mr. Fish. | 

— No. 94. AGENCY AND CONSULATE.GENERAL _ . | 
1 OF THE UNITED SravTEs IN EGYPT, = —— 
i . —. Cairo, January 13, 1877. (Received February 6.) 

Sie: [have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a dispatch re- 
/ ceived from Chérif Pasha, dated December 23, 1876. It relates to a | 
. ' conflict of jurisdiction which has arisen in a number of instances since : 

| _.the inauguration of the new tribunals between these tribunals and the , 
2 consular courts in cases of bankruptcy. The dispatch is accompanied. : 
: with a report of the new court of appeal of Alexandria, which, after. - 

giving to some extent a history of the cdnflict of jurisdiction and the : 
7 7 conflicting decisions of the tribunals of Alexandria, Cairo, and Ismailia, 

and its own construction of article 9, section 2, Title I, of the réglement =~ 
| Vorganisation judiciaire, closes with the following statement: Sm 

The conclusions of the court can. be summed up'in the following propositions: : 
1st. It is for the interest of foreigners as well as of natives to grant to the mixed 

: tribunals, by a supplementary article of the réglement d’ organisation judiciaire, the
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L ‘ .exelusive jurisdiction in. matters of bankruptcy, whatever be the nationality of the | : 
~~ pankrupt or that of his creditors. ©. © | a oe es | i 

| 2d. The competence of the tribunal (mixed) is, according to article 9, section 2of | | | 
Chapter I of the réglement @organisation judiciaire, for mixed cases, incontestable and | 
exclusive in a bankruptcy matter when all interested do-not belong to the same na- LE 

| tionality. as the bankrupt... _ _ - - | | - & 
' 3d. It would. be desirable that. the consular tribunals and the Jocal tribunals, when oe 
called upon to declare the bankruptcy of a merchant who is subject to them accord- | 

po ing to the statut personnel, should be required before declaration to examine the ac- _ oe 

: counts and the commercial books of the debtor, in order to ascertain the nationality of LE 
i the.creditors, and in case of need to take other information in regard to it. oe | 
— Ath. The consular tribunals as well as the local tribunals ought to be required to | - 

_ recognize their incompetence in every state of the case, when it is shown them that in— y 
the bankruptcy there is concerned the interest of a creditor belonging to another: | 

I nationality than the bankrupt. In submitting these conclusions to your excellency I - | 

\ have the honor to pray you in™the name of the court to take the necessary steps in | 

| order to obtain the consent of the powers to the supplementary article proposed by the | 
b _ conclusion No. 1, and at the same time to engage the powers to give to their consular = f 
| . ° judges from this time such instructions as, in conformity with the spirit of the réglee 
; ment Vorgavisation judiciaire and with the principles established in the conclusions ~ od 
7 Nos. 2, 3, and 4, shall prevent all occasion for conflict. His excellency Chérif Pasha in | 2 
, his dispatch expresses his concurrence in the views of the court, and says that ‘“‘ the a 
| Government of the Khédive hopes that the American Government in presence ofthe ==. ‘ff 
} _ weighty considerations that have determined these views will be pleased toagree with = «ff 
3 them and grant its high sanction to the application of the means proposed, which will & 
| —-_ be. a new guarantee for the success of the reform to which it has always lent.so effica~ J 

t cious and so kind asupport.” - ee Oo | | oe I 

po In addition to the facts set forth in the réport, I may addthat there — [ 
| have been cases in Cairo during the past summer in which the sheriffs | 

, of the mixed tribunals and the marshal of a consular court have at the | 
j same time been upon the premises of a bankrupt, each under orders ot) 
| : their respective courts, striving to. gain. possession of his property. = == ~— J 
|. There can be no doubt of a necessity forsome arrangement to prevent =f 
| + the recurrence of similar conflicts. eT 
| _ After a careful examination of the subject, if seems to me that the | 

- second proposition of the conclusions above given of the court is a cor- — | 
rect interpretation of article 9, section 2, Title I, of the réglement Vorgani- | 

| gation judiciaire. This article reads as follows: “Ces tribunaux connait- sf 
_ ront seuls de toutes les contestations en matieére civile et commerciale _ | 
entre indigénes et étrangers, et entre étrangers de nationalités diffe-  &| 

| -rentes en dehors du statut personnel. Ils connaitront aussi de toutes | q 
fo les actions réelles immobiliéres entre toutes personnes, méme appartenant oor 
,  & la méme nationalité.” (These courts alone shall have jurisdiction in all | 

disputes in civil and commercial matters between natives and foreigners, | 
|. and between foreigners of different nationalities outside of the personal | | 

statute. They shall also have jurisdiction in all real-estate actions be- : 
| tween. all persons, even belonging to the same nationality.) &| 

_ This, applied in cases of bankruptey, would seem plainly to give the | 

‘ _mixed tribunals exclusive jurisdiction in all cases where any one of the — 
{  ereditors was of.a nationality different from that of the bankrupt. sti‘(i‘éS~*@&SX 

- This being admitted, the measure suggested in propositions 3 and 4 | 
fo of the conclusions of the court are, so faras I can judge, only just means _ &§ 

. for the application of the law according to its true intent. As to the OE 
| propriety of adding, as suggested in the first proposition, a supple- | 

mentary article to the réglement organisation judiciaire, giving ex. | 
_ elusive jurisdiction, in ali matters of. bankruptcy, to the new tribunals, &§ 

| whatever may be the nationality of the bankrupt or of his creditors, 
| there may be some doubt, for the reason that the law and practice in | 

bankruptcy, as applied by.these tribunals, are very different from our _ | 
| own or that of England or France, and, should occasion require their 

| application, would be regarded as too severe. ~ oo or i
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It is, however, true that there is not the least probability of a case | 
| ever arising in Egypt in which the bankrupt and all his creditors would | 
j be citizens of. the United States. Se OS | 
i. _ Practically, the adoption of. this new article would never affect us. a 
' | But it is doubtful, from what [ learn, whether England and France, 
j _ who might possibly have cases in which all interested would belong to 
' _ their own nationality, will consent to the change. Se 
{ For the reason stated, [ recommend a concurrence on.the part of our | 
i, government in the measures suggested in propositions 3 and 4, and, | 
i should the other powers consent thereto, as it would not practically | 
1 affect American citizens, | should also recommend that assent be given 
i to the adding of the supplementary article mentioned in the first propo- 
i. sition. | a : a oo | : 
| Will you please give me instructions to act in accordance with the 
i. _ above views, provided they meet with your approval ? | - 

i | Oe - ELE. FARMAN, 
| a | + UOnited States Agent and Consul-General. | 

| . [Inclosure.—Translation. ] - ’ oe : 

{ CONFLICTS OF AUTHORITY IN ‘BANKRUPTCY BETWEEN THE CONSULAR COURTS AND 2 
' : | THE NEW TRIBUNALS. - oe 

, oo | | _ Chérif Pacha to Mr. Farman. | - . 7 

j | | | . MINISTRY OF FoREIGN AFFAIRS, a 
i - — Cairo, December 23, 1876. 

{ Mr. AGENT AND ConsuL-GENERAL: During the judiciary term which has just ended, 
| conflicts a3 to competence in bankruptcy cases have taken place between the consular 

courts and the tribunals of the reform. These disputes may be renewed, and give rise 
i _ to serious :complications, because, as a general rule, bankruptcies in Egypt. involve — 
i; multifarious interests and persons of different nationality. =’ Dos | as | 

; To adopt a method of procedure which anticipates these complications and simpli- 
a fies the action of justice, this will be evidently to answer the needs of all these who. 
j find themselves obliged to have recourse to that action. oe : - — : 
1. The new magistrates called upon to examine the situation have considered it from. | 
; all points, and have set forth their opinion, volumivously elaborated and reasoned, 
1 in a report, which Mr. Lapenna, vice-president of the court of appeal, has lately ad- 

dressed to me. a ee | . : 
i I have the honor to place this report before you, Mr. Agent and.:Consul-General, rec- | 

; ommending your attention to it. -- a an 
: _ The considerations of fact and of law which it contains emanate from magistrates 
; whose experience and authority in such matters‘are apparently indisputable. 7 
i - The conclusions which are therein set forth‘are but the direct consequence of these | : 
i considerations, which all concur in de:nonstrating the grave inzonveniences of the actual 
| state of things, and the necessity for their remedy. by the adoption of a system capable | i 
j - of unifying the action of justice, at present tov divisible,.and thus avoid the conflicts : 
i. which this division may entail. Ce ee a 

. .I believe, therefore, that. I cannot do better, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, than to ‘ 
: transmit to you the report just as it has been transmitted to me, which appears to be 
j the most exact and impartial statement of the sitdation and of the best means toreg- 
j . niate it. ne Con) SS : - : 
i In agreeing with the views of the new “ magistrature,” with no other object than ° ; 
1 7 the interests of justice, that is to say, the interests of all, the goverament of the Khé- : 
a dive, Mr. Agent and Consal-General, hopes that the American Government, in presence : 
{ of the weighty considerations which have determined these views, will be pleased to 
i . agree with them and grant its high sanction to the application of the means proposed, | 
] which will be a new guarantee for the success of the reform to which it has always 
4 lent so efficacious and so kind. a support. Receive, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, the — 
; expression of my high consideration. ~~ OO 
| : "The minister of foreign affairs and of justice, —— 3 
- | Se OO | CHERIF,
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| No. 103.] AGENCY AND CONSULATE-GENERAL = | 
CO . OF THE UNITED STATES IN EGYPT, 
os SO , Cairo, February 13,1877, (Received March 10.) —  &§ 

_ Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch = = J 
No. 36, dated January 16, 1877, by which I am instructed to inform you | 
by telegraph whether the proposition for the nomination by the Govern. sj 

. ment of the United States of a substitute in the parquet of the new tri- | 
bunals of Egypt, to be accepted by the Egyptian Government and at _  &§ 

| once appointed judge of the court of premiére instance, is still open. AS  &§ 
. the proposition had not been withdrawn I considered it as open, but — 
| -_- for greater certainty I communicated with Chérif Pasha both verbally — — &§ 

and by letter, and received his reply, dated February 12,1877,a copy of =f 
which Tinclose = oe aS | 

The Government of the Khédive still desires the nomination of the . 
{| . substitute of the Government of the United States on the conditions = —* J 

mentioned in its dispatch of August 3, 1876. In accordance with in- | | 
| structions I sent. you last night the following dispatch: | | 

| SECRETARY OF StaTE, Washington: oe | o. | oe &§ 
;.° A substitute shonld.soon be nominated, the position being still open. | me — 

i The substitutes of Italy, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Great. | a 
__ Britain have already been promoted to judges of the court of premiere 5 

 anstance. — an Ee COUR tae |G 
i. There is some disagreement as to conditions with France, so that the a 
| French substitute has not yet been promoted, and Russia isin the same | 

| condition as the United States, having never made a nomination. © =~ — § 

i | | | | EK. E. FARMAN, | q 
Ee 7 United States Agent and Consul-General. t 

| a | os — [nclosure.—Translation.] coe a | oe a 7 | 

i : - | _ a | | a Cherif Pasha to Mr. Farman. - — oe . oo 

TEES Se oe _. Muyistry or Fornicn AFFarrs, | 
oe By Cairo, February 12,1877. 

: - Mr, AGenr anp Consut-GEeNnrraL: By dispatch of the 10th of February, you did me 
: the honor to inform me that the Hon. Secretary of State at Washington asks whether | 
7 any change has been made in the propositions contained in my communication of the 
, 3d of August, 1876, relative to the augmentation of the number of judges of thenew — | 
i; ... tribunals. a . RS | ae | ey og Bos oe 
: J hasten to reply, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, that the necessities of the judicial —- -— 
i _—s- service remaining the same, the Government of the Khédive has not changed its prop- ; 
: - ositions, and that it is ready to carry them out, subject to the conditions in my afore- ; 
: mentioned communications of the 3d of August, 1876, and under the final’ reserves 

therein expressed. . : | | Cie e me £ 
? Be pleased, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, to accept the assurance of my highcon- &| 

. sideration, = EE Sas an . | , : 
| a , a OO oe Se CHERIF. E



1 624 - - FOREIGN RELATIONS. | | = 

j . | | | No. 348. | eee : 

; 7 | Mr. Farman to Mr. Fish. fhe : 

; No. 114.] | AGENCY AND CONSULATE-GENERAL  ——__ ! 
i — - OF THE UNITED STAatEs IN EGYPT, | 
1 ee Cairo, April 3, 1877. (Received April 26.) - 
i , _ Srr: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a circular re- ! 
q --- eeived from Chérif Pasha, minister of foreign affairs, dated March 22, | 
i _ 1877, and its translation. Ee aS 7 | 3 
i It states that certain organs of the press, under influences hostile to ! 
j _ the Egyptian Government, seem to have assumed the task of spreading | 
; | reports wholly foreign to its intentions relative to the execution of the | 
; judgments rendered against it by the new tribunals.. The Government | 
i. of the Khédive regrets very much these reports, and deems it its duty 
3 | to deny them in the most formal terms, and adds that it has nothing so. | 
: much at heart as respect for the decisions of these courts. | | | 
: : His excellency says that it is not denied that delays have occurred, 
- but that the government was the first to regret them, and that they have 
‘ 7 not been in accordance with its wishes. = ! 

He further says that the execution of these, judgments has already 
, been commenced, and that measures have been adopted to assure the ? 
; payment in full of the sums due according te certain fixed conditions. | 
q | I have sent to his excellency an answer in French, stating that these 
i calumnious reports were not credited either by me or by my govern- 
; -. ment, and that I fully recognized the efforts made by the Government | 
; of His Highness the Khédive to satisfy its obligations, and had never | 

| doubted its final success. oo ee | : 
There are several subjects to which it seems proper to refer in con- 

; nection with the contents of this circular: SEE ES | 
3 7 1st. Immediately after my arrival in Egypt, by dispatch No. 7, of | 
‘ May 26, 1876, L informed you of the disagreement between the Govern- | 
q ment of the Khédive and the court of appeal of Alexandria in refer- | 
j , ence to the jurisdiction of the latter, and transmitted to you the circular | 
; of Chérif Pasha, giving the government’s views on the subject. By your | 
' dispatch No. 27, of November 25, 1876, acknowledging mine of October | 
7 17, 1876, I was authorized, in accordance with the request of Sir Edward > 

| Thornton, Her Britannic Majesty’s representative at Washington, made — | 
under instructions from Lord Derby, to unite with my colleague “ina | 

’ | proper protest, to beaddressed to the Government of the Khédive, against : 
; a resistance to the decisions or denial of the jurisdiction of the new tri- 

- pbunals of Keypt in cases of the nature of that of which the decision was —_, 
; ‘made on the 3d of May, at the suit of Cesar Carpi.” | 
{ No such protest has yet been made. There has seemed to be sucha | 
‘ ~ genuine desire on the part of the Government of His Highness to make | 
; satisfactory arrangements with its creditors, and the efforts that have — | 
7 been put forth have been to such an extent successful, that it has not | 

been thought necessary or best up to this time, to make any formal 
i protest in auswer to the circular of May 23, 1876. | Oo | 
4 Her Majesty’s Government is also still in negotiations with that of | 
: the Khédive on the question of the true interpretation of article 11 of the " 

oo _ & Reglement dorganisation judiciaire.” ~~ | 
3 2d. You were informed by dispatch No. 79, dated December 8, 1876, 
| of the decree issued by the Khédive in pursuance of an agreement | 
i made between the English and French holders of the Egyptian bonds, ! 
; through their agents, Messrs. Goschen and Joubert, and the Egyptian |
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Government. This agreement was accepted or acquiesced in by nearly all | «| 
; the bondholders, and its provisions have thus far been substantially § 

_ kept on the part of the Government of the Khédive. =~ oe . 
| 3d. The various classes of what are termed the ‘ commercial obliga- |g 
| tions” of the government, being ali the indebtedness that is not included | 
: in its bonds or treasury notes, is also being paid or arranged. | , og 

The only American claim of very much importance under this head 
‘is that of Messrs. E. Remington and Sons, which forms the subject of |g 

: your dispatch No. 14 of August 2, 1876, and my No. 76 of November 14, - __ ! 
| 1876. This claim has caused me much anxiety, and every proper effort = | 

_ has been made to secure its payment. a re  - 
-- T have had. several interviews on the subject with the Princes Hassein = . — § 

Pasha and Hassan Pasha, the former being minister of war and the 
[ latter of finance; and ov one occasion I had an interview in relation to. | ) 

| it with the Khédive. = = ee SO , | | 
| = Mr. Comanos has also been with Mr. Remington to the departments a | 

| . great number of times. a Ro a | 
i. As aresult of all these efforts I have the pleasure to state that arrange- | 

ments have been made more favorable to- the Messrs. Remington than , 
| those made with any other large creditor, so far as I can learn. oe 
i In the month of January Mr. Remington received £10,000, and within - 

the past four weeks he has received £23,000 more, and the minister of | 
: finance has promised to pay, within a few days, in good bankers’ bills, - | 

i payable in London in three months, the balance due for guns delivered, | | 
i _—_— being £19,000. BF ee | ae he 

... There are also guns in Alexandria and Liverpool to the amount of : 
i ° £46,000, the delivery of which has been delayed on account of non-pay- | 

ment, but which are now fo be delivered and paid for in December and — oo 
January next. According to the original contract there are in addition = J 

| to these about 35,000 guns.to be delivered, which will amount toalittle | 
i . more than £100,000, a considerable part of which are in the United _ 

States finished, or in progress of manufacture. | oe 
No special agreement has yet been made in relation to these, but the | — 

matter is under negotiation. . Be 
7 4th. The judgments, except those based on bonds and the treasury- a 

2 notes, and included in the agreement with Messrs. Goschen and Joubert, a 
i; that have been rendered against the government by the commissions — , 

i; constituted under the conventions with the various governments and by : 
i. the special chambers and the new tribunals, are being paid with reason- | | 
: able rapidity, and as,fast as it is possible for the government to do so 
; under its present financial embarrassments. = a Ce | “| 
; In fact, all the acts and declarations of the government show a bona | , 

i fide intent on its part to pay its obligations in full, and there are reason- | 
: able grounds to expect final success, though it must be admitted that — 

; its debt is very large in comparison with the resources of the country, | — 
: and that to meet interest and current expenses. necessarily requires | 
i. Oppressive taxation. © © | . ee OO 
\ - if the people of the United States had to pay in proportion to their _ | 

7 resources a tithe of the taxes paid by the Egyptians, they would think | 
they were oppressed beyond endurance. = = ~~ .° aE 

5th. Negotiations have been pending since the month of December | «| 
for an arrangement of the private debts of the Khédive, cailed the debts ~ . 

; . of the Daira. No definite results have yet been attained. - | oN 
; --.. Ihave, &c.,. are pp oe | 

1  40OFR ° ee - an bong a :
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: . [Inclosure.—Translation.] . | | ! 

{ | . oo | Chérif. Pasha to Mr. Farman. . oo 

| | — ECireular.] 7 : Oo 

3 _ No. 147.] oe : MINISTRY OF FOREIGN, AFFAIRS, — Ss 
| . en 7 Cairo, March 22, 1877, . 
i Mr. AGENT AND CONSUL-GENERAL: For some time past certain newspapers, evidently | 
d influenced by suggestions hostile to the Egyptian Government, appear to have under- 
] taken the task of spreading reports wholly foreign to its intentions regarding the exe- ! 
1 cution of the judgments given against it by the tribunals of the reform. In their | 
j comments they have pretended that it has no other motive bat that of deferring the | 
’ execution as long a time as possible, and even. of eluding it entirely, according to cir- - 

* gumstances. ae , . oe | 

3 The Government of the Khédive greatly deplores such assertions. ‘Not only do they : 
; gratuitously deviate from the truth, but by deviating from it they disturb the opinions : 
3 of those who, distant from Egypt, cannot understand the exact situation of affairs, and 
] they might seriously injure the most important interests. . | 
7 - The Government of the Khédive believes it to be its duty, Mr. Agent and Consul- | 
: General, to deny these reports in the most formal terms. . 
] The execution of the judgments in question has, in fact, suffered some delay. This | 
jo it does not deny, and it is the first to regret it, for it has nothing more at heart than | 
i — respect for the decision of its courts © But this d+ lay does not depend upon its own will. | 
: _ > In the midst of the financial crisis, and of serious embarrassments which ensued ;. in | 
; the face of numerous debts which burdened it, it was obliged, first of all, to seek the + 
; best means to satisfy severally the various interests involved, and to combine its re- 
‘ sources for that purpose. = . 
; In the present state of affairs this is a long and laborious undertaking. Thanks to 
4 the measures already taken, and to the legal assistance of the honorable persons whom 
j it has called from Europe to aid it by their knowledge and experience in the accom-_— 
2 plishment of this difficult task, it has already neared its object, and has a firm determi- | 
i | nation to attain it. ee a , 
i . Those who accuse it to-day and- attribute to it such strange imtentions have only to 
| look upon what is now taking place, in order to convince themselves of the result of 
i its efforts, and of the falsity of the reports which they endeavor to propagate. — 7 

| The execution of the judgments, the object of their malevolent insinuations, is al-. : 
; : ready begun, as you are aware, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, and measures have been 
j _ adopted to insure the integral payment of the sums owing, upon fixed conditions. 
| The foregoing facts. are sufficient, and it is the best argument which the Government. 
: of the Khédive can invoke to its aid in support of the denial that it opposes toall these 
i insinuations, as well as the surest means to restore public confidence in spite of all cal- 
j umnies. | - Bs ONE oe CO . 
| Be pleased, Mr. Agent and Consul-General, to accept the assurance of my high con- 
; sideration. | FO | 
/ | | CHERIF, | | 
’ | . : Minister of Foreign sffairs. 

No. 349. | : a 

| Mr. Farman to Mr. Hvarts. . | “ | 

i; No. 126.] AGENCY AND CONSULATE-GENERAL | | 
j a | | OF THE UNITED STATES IN EGYPT, 
1 : Cairo, May 2, 1877. (Received May 23.) 

:- _ Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
' No. 47, dated March 17, 1877, inclosing a dispatch received from the 
i Hon. George Seward, United States minister to China, asking informa- 
| tion in regard to the system of mixed courts In Kgypt. | 
|. I am instructed by your dispatch to forward to the Department for 
i transmission to him such papers and documents on the subject as can 
i. be procured, with a statement of my views in regard to the practical | 
im working of the system. 3 | 
' - I forwarded to you by the last mail a full set of all the publications
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| that have been issued for the use of these courts, including the Codes i 
Egyptiens,” preceded by the “ Reglement: d’organisation judiciaire.” k 

| ‘There can be no question but that this new system of courts has thus - &§ 
: far proved a great success. It is the best institution in the Orient. _ | 
| - This is now almost universally admitted by all persons having a kuowl- | 

edge of its practical working. — a OS E 
' . Even the nations who at first looked upon it with distrust, arising | y 

| from national and religious prejudices, now admit the justice of its de-  &£ 
cisions, and have no fears in submitting to its jurisdiction. B | 

| It has even become common for natives ‘to sell their claims to.Euro- [ 
_ peans for the sole purpose of having them prosecuted in these courts. | «| 

/ . A serious question has been raised on the part of the Egyptian Gov- | 
2 ernment as to their jurisdiction in a certain class of causes, but I-have | | 

| good reason to believe that the government is well satisfied with the —  &| 
? system as a whole, although it would undoubtedly prefer to make some , | 

changes restricting the jurisdiction of the courts in actions against — ) 
itself and the Daira of His Highness the Khédive.. —  &| 

| The new tribunals have no criminal jurisdiction except in a limited | | 
| number of cases mentioned in section 2 of title 2 of the “ Réglement | 

Vorgauisation judiciaire,” pertaining mostly to matters of discipline of | 
| their judges and officers, and crimes and misdemeanors against the a 

execution of their judgments and orders. All other criminal cases are | “g 
: left to be tried as formerly. oe os 3 i 
; They have, however, jurisdiction in all civil cases between natives | 

| . and foreigners and between foreigners of different nationalities ; and as | 
| there are nearly one hundred thousand resident foreigners in Egypt, 

consisting of many different nationalities, and transacting nearly all | 
? the business of the country, and most actions of importance are what | 

are here termed “ mixed,” that is having parties of different nationali- | : 
ties, and consequently within the competence of the mixed courts, | 

- these courts constitute, therefore, the principal tribunals of the country : 
i . and decide nearly all its important cases. | 

~The courts commenced their sittings for the hearing of causesonthe 
| Ist day of February, 1876, and have since continued without interruption,  __  &- 

except that. during the vacation in the months of July, August, and =~ _ 
3 September, only a sufficient number of judges was retained to hear i 
| those causes that are here denominated urgent, and transact such busi- | 
| ness as could not be delayed. _ | | : 
a The court of appeals is located at Alexandria, and has seven fereign | 

: and four native judges, and a native president, who has no voice either &—f 
in the deliberations or decisions of the court. — PO PL 

7 The courts of ‘‘premiére instance” were at first organized with six- 
| teen foreign and twelve native judges, and divided into three branches, os 

holding their sessions, respectively, at Alexandria, Cairo, and Ismailia. 
| There was also attached to the. courts a parquet, after the French ~ 
| system, consisting of “procureur général” and four foreign and three : 
| native substitutes. | . OO oe 
| _ Mt was found as early as the 1st of July that the number of judges in E 

the courts of “ premiere instance” was insufficient to perform the neces- 5 
{| gary labor. - | - os . a . | &— 

| _ The use, in these courts, of three languages, French, Italian, and  &§ 
Arabic, few if any of the judges being acquainted with them all, in- &£ 

2 creases very much the amount of work. It is common for the testimony «§ 
| - to be given in one language, and the pleadings on one side in another, | | 

and on the other side in a third, and for the different addresses of the : 
lawyers in the same case to be in two and sometimes three languages
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| The system of practice is. also new, being unlike that of any other = | 
_ country, although taken principally from the French. | Oe | 

i, | _ The laws, also, to a considerable extent, are new to the judges. It is | 
{ necessary to apply the laws of every European nation, as well as the : 
, local Arab and general Mussulman laws, and the laws and prescriptions | 
; of a great variety of ecclesiastical systems, the law of a case often de- 
i | pending not only upon the nationality of the parties, but also sometimes | 
: ee upon the question of the particular religious sect to which they are con- «| 
i -—- sidered as belonging. and with which they are classified. ae 
' Since the month of July last the Egyptian Government has been con- 
i stantly endeavoring to increase the number of judges, but has as yet _ 
7 - only added four foreign and three native. , a 
i -_ Four new foreign judges were made by the promotion of the substi- 
, tutes nominated for the parquet by Great Britain, Germany, Austria-  _ 
j Hungary, and Italy. The French. substitute has been made ‘‘avocat | 
; | général,” and up to this time the Government of the United States and 
; ‘Russia have failed to nominate substitutes. AS soon as such nomina- | 
i | tions shall be made and accepted by the government of the Khedive 
' the nominees will be at once promoted to be judges. Bo | 7 
i Notwithstanding all the difficulties of the langvage, laws, and practice 
7 that have surrounded the new tribunals in their efforts for organizing i 

: and carrying into practical operation this new system, difficulties that 
: ~ could hardly exist in so great a degree in any other country in the world, | 

they have succeeded admirably, and have thus far performed a great | 

] amount of labor, and-disposed of a great number of causes. The fol- : 
; lowing tables give the business of these courts for the first nine months 
4 of their sittings to October 31,1876, | a _ | 

7 | | | Tribunals of first instance. | CO | 

3 OS : oe . _| Manner of obtaining 
j . . oe yo on. “judgments. — - 
3 Enrolled.. ° | Judgments rendered. | 

. Place of the tric 777) a Si | 
4 bunais. | 3 7 | fd a il £ | | 

3 — & S 2 . : © S 2 . S [8 3 a ! 

| | |} | —— | | | — | —— | —— YI 

" Alexandria. ...-.. 1,998), 3511 1,530) 65) 4,239) eu 639| 1,033) 47/2, 440| 200 1,172 94] 374| 386 : 
d Gairo......--..---| 902i 53¢| 1,038] 64 2,640] 403. 228] 622) 58, 1,311] 507 569, 58) 177) 228 
q Ismailia........--| 475, 153) 264 906 240) 72) 197) 14)’ 593 104 296) 14) 109] 95 | 

ota. | and HHH] HH HH) og | LH Ta ao ao oo) TH 
: . ; of : 

1 | | Court of appeals. ‘ ! 

7 Causes. - | 
4 |} Manner of obtaining judg- 

. oe . | a - ments. | | 
1 an Enrolled. . | _ Judgments rendered. | 

E . . by : 

a . 5 & a E ® a So 3 | 3 | 5 | 

] oo 127 58 185 | a) 3) 9 | 6] 12 2



| Oo TURKISH EMPIRE. — | 629 | 

| These figures show the extent.of the judicial labors of the courts, and | 
‘are a sufficient proof of their isefulness and success. | a 

: ’ The court of appeals, in addition to the causes heard by it, has been no 
3 thus far largely engaged in the preparation of legislative and adminis- | E 
| trative acts, and in matters of organization. CO , 
: The mixed courts have no jurisdiction in causes pending on the Ist | 
. day of Febrinary, 1876, the date of their inauguration, such causes being 

left to be decided as formerly by the consular courts. 5 ; - | 
: Most of the powers, however, have entered into a convention with the | | 
|  Kgyptian Government for the appointment of commissioners, consisting 

of judges of the court of appeals, and for the formation of special = — ‘&§ 
chambers, one of the judges of the court of. appeals with appellate | 

{ jurisdiction only, and the other of judges of the court of first instance, _ | 
: to determine claims pending diplomatically against the Egyptian Gov- — | 
| ernment at the date of the inauguration of the courts. | 

! The inclosed schedule, A, shows the result of the work of the several . | 
commissions and the special chambers to October 31, 1876. | 

L The only serious objection I have heard raised against the new tri- 
i bunals is their expensiveness to suitors. The design is to make them | | 

; self-sustaining, and thus far the fees received have been sufficient, or 4 
i nearly so, to pay all expenses, including salaries of the judges. | 

~ When the expenses arising from the use of several languages, neces- ns 
-_- sitating the employment of a large number of interpreters for translat- | 

1; ing and copying, are taken into consideration, together with the fact of oe 
- the comparatively small amount of business that can be done under all | 

the difficulties surrounding these courts, it will -be readily seen that if 
the litigants pay all expenses, including their attorneys’ fees, the sum q 
must be excessively large. | oe ) | a | _ 

The inclosed schedule, B, vives the fees received by the different. | 
: courts to October 31, 1876. The total amount is 2,835,51522 piasters 

tariff, which equals $141,038.51. . | | | 
I also include a third schedule, C, which gives the names and nation- | 

i ality of present judges of the courts and the members of the parquet.. oP 
_ _ The information above given is all that can now be obtained that is | 

, important, bearing upon the question of the practical working of the - 
} mixed courts in Egypt, and it will probably be, with the publications | 
| sent, sufficient to enable those studying the subject to understand this 7 | 

new system, which it is to be hoped may remain one of the permanent 
institutions of Egypt until such time as the advanced civilization of the | 
country shall render it, or any similar organization composed in part of — | 

| foreign judges, unnecessary. © es | | 
- LT ought perhaps to add that the system of laws and practice intro- | 
duced here, and principally taken from the French, is not as satisfac- 

! tory to the English and Americans as their own would be. It is not, — | 
3 according to our mode of thinking, so well adapted to secure impartial = 4 
| justice. It could not, however, be expected that where, as is the case Oo 

: in Egypt, nineteen-twentieths of the foreign element is composed of | 
people from countries which take in. a great measure the civil law as 

;.. the basis of their systems of jurisprudence, mixed courts could be estab- 
; lished with a system of laws and practice based upon the common law _ | 

of England. _ i _ = oe / | 
| : Lam, &e., oe | a cee 
i. | 7 ee  . ELE. FARMAN, | |
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. ne : Mr. Farman to Mr. Evarts. | “ , 

{ No. 137.] AGENCY AND CONSULATE GENERAL : 
’ | a | | OF THE UNITED STATES IN EGYPT, —— 
1 OO Cairo, May 30,1877. . (Received June 20.) | 

| Sir: I have the honor to give you the following information concern- | 
| ing the position occupied by Egypt regarding the Russo-Turkish war. : 
i ' I have several times mentioned the subject of the disturbed state of — 
i Turkish affairs in connection with the question of Egyptian finances, 
1 which for the last year has been paramount to and has absorbed every 

other question. Even now the war, so far as Egypt is considered, is | 
{ _ discussed almost wholly as a question of money. | | 
i Daring the last summer the Khédive sent to Constantinople to aidin  — 
' the suppression of the rebellion in Servia and other Turkish provinces | 
| a division of infantry, reported at the time to contain twelve thousand 2 

men, but in fact containing only from seven to eight thousand. He also 
1 sent three batteries of artillery and furnished 12,000 stand extra of 
| arms, being Springfield guns transformed at Cairo. These troops,or’ 
| such of them as survive, are still in Turkey. oe | | 
' - When the news reached Egypt that war between Russia and Turkey | 
| was inevitable, considerable alarm was created in financial circles. It 
j was apprehended, the war being vitally connected with the Moslem : 
1 religion, and one on which the integrity and even existence of the Otto- 
| ~ man Empire migbt depend, that the Khédive would regard it his duty 
| and feel himself obligated to send a large number of additional troops 
j | to Turkey, and that, to accomplish this, it would be necessary for bim 

to appropriate the revenues that had been pledged to the payment of 
the public debt. ol ge eT | | 

On the 30th of April, on the occasion of the opening of the Egyptian 
1. chamber of delegates, the Khédive made a speech, a translation ot 
, ‘which I inclose, which sufficiently indicates the part the Egyptian Gov- 

ernment designs to take in the war. While attesting his devotion to | 
His Majesty the Sultan, and his desire to fulfill his duty toward him, 

| | it is evident from this speech that the Khédive intends to make the 
| cause of Islam and the empire secondary to that of the payment of | 
7 the debts of Egypt. He says: 

; It is important that Egypt send troops as before,and to fix the number. But this : 
i number cannot be determined without previously knowing the sum that the country 
i can devote to this object, since, as you well know, .the resources of the budget wil 
i not suffice to meet this expenditure. It is necessary, therefore, in order to fulfill our 
3 duty to His Majesty, meet the exigencies of the situation, and honor our financial ; 
j engagements, to create an extraordinary fund which will enable the minister of war 
i to determine the number of troops that can be sent. 7 ne : 

i | It has also been stated semi-officially that the Khédive has lately said 
‘ that be should maintain in every particular his engagements with the 
i creditors of the state and the Daira. - | | 
i _ It therefore appears that it is his firm purpose to devote the ordinary 
' - revenues of the country, in accordance with the contract made with 

Messrs. Goschen and Joubert, to the payment of the public debtand the | 
i ordinary current expenses of the government, and that whatever money 
1 is expended in aiding Turkey must be derived from exceptional re- | 
i sources, which, in consequence of the amount of taxes already paid, 
i must necessarily be very limited. a, ) a | 
| The chamber, in response to the demand of the Khédive, voted a
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| special land-tax of £480,000, being about haif a dollar on each acreof | 
arable land in Egypt, but oiily equaling one-twentieth part of the annual — - 
revenue. | oe on | 

2 This chamber was created about eight years ago, and consists of nosy 
notables, persons of wealth or influence in the provinces, who were . 
selected by the government and are summoned to meet in cases of | 

[ special emergency, and vote such measures as are asked. oo | , 
No one attaches the least importance to this body or supposes that | a 

its members have any power. They simply consent to such measures 4 
| . as are proposed by the government; and they act with a promptness | 

and unanimity that would do honor to the best-disciplined military com- - &| 

| piny. | | oo a So | 
| Upon this sum being voted, the Khédive, according to information 

published in semi-official journals, sent a dispatch to Constantinople In- nee 
forming the Sultan that the Egyptian contingent in Turkey would be | | 

| increased to 12,000 men, and that the remainder of the troops would be | | 
retained in the country to protect the Suez Canal. a | | 

i Thus it appears that Egypt, with its population of from five to six _ po 
| miilions, is to provide but 12,000 troops for the Russo-Turkish war. | : 
1 As might be expected, the action taken on the part of the government | 

reassured the holders of its obligations, and the bonds’of the unified | 
i debt have since advanced from 29 to 36%, and of the privileged (that — i 

secured by. the revenues of the railways. and the port of Alexandria) | 
from 47 to 553. a | | | 

I believe the action of the government correctly represents the feel- | a 
| ing of its subjects. Their sympathies are with Turkey. They believe I 
| in the justness of her cause, and will rejoice at her victories and regret | 

7 her defeats, but there is no feeling amounting to patriotism, and no re- _ | 
| __ ligious zeal that covets sacrifice, or that is paramount to individual in- q 
7 terest. It is not probable that five hundred volunteers for the Tarkish 4 
| —_-gervice could be obtained in Egypt. | | SO q 

That a religious enthusiasm could be created by the proper appliances | : 

i TLhave no doubt, an enthusiasm even that might result in an ungovern- a . 
i sable outburst of fanaticism, but it does not now exist, and those in | 

i _- power are interested in preventing instead of aiding its development. | 
_ Moreover, the habits and dispositions of the great mass of the people, aan 

: and nearly all exterior circumstances, are unfavorable to any sach man- ae: 

ife stations. | os | ee | | So 1 
| There is among the Arab Mussulmans, as among many other religious - | 
1 sects, what may be properly termed the fanatical element, but this ele- | «| 

! ment is comparatively small, and the number of Buropean residentsis = ~—— fj 
| sufficient to keep it under proper restraint. | | Oe (| 
| . Much the greater portion of the native inhabitants are of quiet habits, | 
| preferring above everything else to be permitted to remain on and — 
i peaceably work their lands. ee eee 

It is unnecessary to add that the country is perfectly quiet. There — | 
| is probably less excitement here over the war than in most European | , 
: countries. | EO es a. oe 
i ‘The troops destined to be sent to Constantinople are now at Alexan- | —&§ 

dria. They consist of two regiments of infantry, containing about 6,000 | 
| men, under the command of Ismail Pasha Eyoub, four batteries of _  &§ 
i mounted artillery, and a body of 300 cavalry which is to form the 

guard of Prince Hassan Pasha, third son of the Khédive, and minister - 
of war, who accompanies the troops and is to command the Egyptian | 

i contingent in Turkey. : &| 
i . These troops have been on the eve of embarkation for many days, &§
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i , | and it was announced that they would certainly sail last Sunday, but | 
1 | up to this time something has prevented their departure. | ee, 

| oo I have, &c., : a | ; : 
too : Oe oo | EK. EK. FARMAN. | | 

| , a - . . | | - [Inclosure.—Translation.] . . | . | 

i _ Speech of the Khédive on the opening of the chamber of delegates at Cairo, April 30, 1877. 4 

‘ . . Last year, when certain provinces of the empire rebelled against the lawful authority | | 
q of His Majesty, the Egyptian Government sent troops to Constantinople. ‘To-day, not- 7 
q 7 withstanding the most evident spirit of conciliation, and the sincerest desire to main- | : 
; tain peace, evinced by the Sublime Porte, Russia having declared war, the government 
j of His Imperial Majesty finds itself forcibly engaged in a struggle with that power. It = 
; is of importance to Egypt to send troops as before, and to fix the number. But this | 

number cannot be determined without previously knowing the sum that the country 
q can devote to this object, since, as you well know, the resources of the budget will | 
: not suffice to meet this expenditure. a : 
7 It is necessary, therefore, in order to fulfill our duty to His Majesty, meet the exi- = | 
4 gencies of the situation, and honor our financial engagements, to create an extraordi- | 
3 . nary fund which will enable the minister of war to determine the number of troops’ 
: - that can be sent. ae i _ 7 . | 
] This is the subject for which the chamber has been assembled. My son Hassan, be- | 
3 | ing a soldier, will go and share with his compatriots and brothers in arms the honor of | 
; | the defense of a just cause and of the sacred right of the empire. | ae | 

: Mr. Farman to Mr, Hvarts. | Oo | | 

| No. 153.] » AGENCY AND CONSULATE-GENERAL | 
' ee | , OF THE UNITED STATES IN EGYPT, | 

- - | Cairo, June 27, 1877. (Received July 23.) | | 

‘ Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I yesterday obtained the | 
‘  freedém of a negro boy, about twelve years of age, under the following | : 
;  ‘ circumstances: He was found in a street in Cairo by an American lady, 
i | who speaks Arabic, and of whom he asked food, saying he had had noth- | 
' ing to eat during the day. After hearing his story she took him to the | 
j | dwelling of an American citizen residing in Cairo, who, the next day, 
i came with him to the consulate-general and asked that measures be | 
1 | taken to procure his freedom, promising to see that he was properly pro- 
i; vided for. i . - | oe _ | 

; According to the story of the boy; he was born in Soudan, and was | 
; _  brought'to Tanta when he was very small by a slave-dealer and sold to | 
’ | a man who lived at Saceara, a small village near the pyramids. During | 

| the Abyssinian war his master went as an Egyptian soldier to thatcoun-. | 
1 try and was killed, leaving a widow at Saccara. Afterward his mas-  _ | 
i _ ter’s brother forcibly took him away from the widow and treated him | 
ij... badly, often beating him without cause. Desiring to escape, he watched | | 
i his opportunity and came to Cairo, where he met the lady who had kindly «| 
‘ _ taken him to the house of the gentleman.who had accompanied him to i 
j ~~ the consulate. | Oo re a 
7 I sent my janizary (guard) with the boy, and a letter asking his 
i - Manumission, to the chief of policc, and in a short time both returned. | 
i _ with a paper in Arabic, of which I inclose a translation, - : 
: _ You will see that this paper is given him “ to show that he is free.
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| -and can go where he will,” for the reason that he “complains of not | | 
; being satisfied with the treatment he receives at his master’s, and be- 

cause slavery is prohibited, in pursuance of the orders and regulations — | | 
| decreed by the government of the Khédive.” | | | / 

I have narrated very briefly the principal facts in this case, to show #4 
with how little difficulty slaves are freed. te - | 

| . It’ would appear that, according to law, there are no slavesin Egypt. , 
| Practically this is not so, but any slave can procure his freedom by 

applying at a consulate. — ne oe | | 

Po Such applications are rare, but when one is made the consul-general a 
|. promptly asks the liberation of the slave, and the authorities immedi- 

ately grant the request. Ihave acted in the case according tothe ~~ 
| - usual custom. The boy will be sent to the American Mission School at | 

| Assiout and properly educated. — BS — a | 

i; J have, &c., — ee oe | Oo | 

| - er an | EK. E. FARMAN. | 

{ . BO (Inclosure.—Translation.] a | 

; a OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE OF FREEDOM GIVEN TO A NEGRO. © a | 

| The bearer, Farag, a negro, complains of not being satisfied with the treatment he — | 
receives at his master’s. For this reason, and because slavery is prohibited, in pursu- | 

1. ance of the orders and regulations decreed by the government of the Khédive, this | 
. certificate is given him to show that he is free and can go where he will. | : 

j - [ SEALED. ] a ~PREFECTURE OF POLICE, - | | 
i | Se . - Cairo. | ; 

Po | TUNIS. Lod 

} | mS No. 352. Se oe | 

; Mr, Heap to Mr. Hunter. | | ee 

{ No. 237.] CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 
ee SN Punis, May i, 1877. (Received May 21.) — | 

 §rre: The news of the rupture between Turkey and Russia has been | 
| received by this population with intense interest. The connection of | | 

; this regency with the Ottoman Empire may lead to unexpected results, 
even if this government should decide to take no part in the war. : 

|. + Very little assistance could be sent from Tunis, either in men orin ~ | 
money, and it is quite evident that Turkey will have enough on her | 

2 hands without having to protect Tunis. > a 7 | 
There was a time, and that a not very distant one, when such con- | | 

siderations aS these would have had but very little weight with this | . 
government or people, for when under the influence of the religious ~ | 

2 passions they were wont to disregard all lessons of prudence; but the : 
| - dissemination of knowledge through the numerous papers published in | 

| the Turkish Empire and its dependencies, in. the Arabic and Turkish | 
1. languages, has created a public opinion with which the governing classes | 

must now count. | | |
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ZZ | I believe there are over twenty periodicals printed in Arabic, some of 
1 which have a large circulation. The Jawaib, for instance, has about. | 

_ ten thousand subscribers in India alone, and large numbers of that 
_ paper are taken here. It has an influence all the greater from its being = 

_ one of the few prints which reach here printed in the language of the — | 
| country. This paper has been interdicted in Algeria on account of the 
' agitation if caused among the Arabs. | So | 
' | We have an Arabic paper published here, but it appears at irregular : 
' intervals. It publishes articles translated from European and American a 
i papers, and its tone is moderate and conservative. . 
j There is much social intercourse in Tunis among the masses, who a 
1 seem, however, to shun rather than court the society of foreigners. At ( 
' their meetings persons of different classes of society are admitted, and ! 
§ | the conversation is usually upon the current topics of the day—political, — | 
' social, and economical. Articles from tbe papers are read and com- | 
{ : mented upon, and public opinion is thus formed. As persons connected 

with the government take the lead at these gatherings, they are thus — | 
{ enabled to disseminate conservative and rational views, which are after- 
if ward repeated and impressed upon others at similar circles held at | 
{ houses of persons of inferior social position. : 
i The population of Tunis, notwithstanding the great interest it takes 7 
’ in the events so rapidly transpiring in the East, remains calm and un- 
' excited, and the government has taken means to prevent disturbance, 

and to nip in the bud any attempt that might be made to incite the 
i native population against the. non-Moslem portion of the community. 
' : _ The ulemas have been instracted to preach in the mosques sermons 
] tending to calm rather than excite their congregations, and although it 
j is true that among the Arabs a feeling of intense hatred for the Kaf- a 
{ fer is noticeable, this will have no evil result if it meets with no re- | 
| sponse from the towns, and if the foreign population acts with prudence ssi 
j and gives no cause for irritation. = | | | 
im ® —k x x e * . 

i _ The prime minister assured me, in a conversation I had with him | 
i _ yesterday, that every precaution had been taken to preserve tranquillity, 
| and that foreigners have no cause for uneasiness. I inferred, however, | { 
i _ from his remarks that the intention of this government to fulfill their 
j obligations to the Sultan, which require the Bey to send assistance to 

his suzerain in the event of war. | expressed my regret, if this was | 
j _ their determination, for it was quite evident that they would be per- - 
| fectly helpless in case of an attack by the Russians. 
j General Kéridine, who bas occupied the post of prime minister since 
| October, 1873, has introduced many improvements and ecivilizing influ- | 
j ences in this country. a | _ a , 
{ Good schools have been opened throughout the regency, and an acad- : 
i emy in this city is giving excellent results. | 
j _ The prison-system, which was formerly simply infamous, has been 
j greatly improved. _ ee ee | 
4 Excellent macadamized roads have been made, and the breed of horses, 
j which had gradually deteriorated, has been ameliorated by the importa- — 
i. tion of high-bred stallions. oe | . 
3 One railroad is completed, and a longer one, from Tunis to Begia,in 
j the direction of the Algerian frontier, is in course of construction. The | 
j debt of Tunis is 125,000,000 frances, on which 5 per cent. interest is paid. 
( . Since the unification of the debt the coupon has been paid with regu- | 
, larity. BS a : | :
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| The administration of the finances, including the collection of the , . 

[ revenue, is in the hands of a commission composed in large majority of | | 

foreigners. — oo 7 - rs | 

| The relations of the United States with the Bey’s government are, I a 

am happy to say, mostfriendly and cordial. | _ 

Tam, &, © oh | a | 

ane | | | _ no G. H. HEAP. | | 

| ae | —_ No. 353. © | . Oo 

: Pep es Mr. Heap to Mr. Hunter. | | 

No. 240.] . . CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, | | 

,  _ Tunis, May 29, 1877. (Received June 18.) fl 

| Str: Nothing has as yet occurred in connection with the warinthe — . | 

East to disturb the tranquillity of this country. Cee | 

: The government acts wisely in doing nothing and allowing nothing | 

to be done which might tend to excite the fanatical feelings of the popu- — | 

| lation. | RS ge Bs 2 Oo | 

2 - Some Turks who came here to enlist recruits were shipped off to Malta | 

before they had time to accomplish anything, and even a marabout, or | 

religious maniac, who paraded the streets waving a green flag and call- — 

: ing upon the Moslems to arise against the infidels, was promptly picked. f 

1 up by the police and placed where he would do the least harm, | | 

| . The Bash-Mufti, of whom E spoke in dispatch No. 237, has objected _ 

/ strongly to money being sent to Constantinople, and told the Bey that, | : 

: rather than use the resources of the country in this way, he should en- | | 

- deavor to alleviate the sufferings of his own people, many of whom were — 

in jail for debts contracted to buy bread for their starving families. The 

: Bey has permitted the “war party” to call for a volantary subscription | | 

to send to the Sultan, and contributed liberally to the fund, but ouly | 

i 150,000 piasters ($18,750) was subscribed. | 
i It is too soon yet to judge of the effect of the war on this population. 

Should the Moslems suffer severe and continued reverses, I apprehend | 

{| ‘that the fire of religious enthusiasm, which is now smoldering, will be - 

, fanned into a conflagration which will embrace every Mohammedan | 

iT nation. | . , : | a | | 

Iam, &e., eG | | | 
3 , Oo | oS | | G. H. HEAP. | | 

oe No. 354. | Oo | = 

| | Mr. Heap to Mr. Hunter. | | &| 

i No. 243.) | CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, _ - | 
3 | — Tunis, July 9, 1877. (Received July 350.) i 

i; Sir: The report that some Russian vessels of war are hovering off io 

this coast, and that a Turkish squadron is on its way to Tunis from _ | 

1 ‘Malta and Tripoli, has caused some alarm here, particularly as the gov- | 

2 ernment, contrary to friendly warning, has, in obedience to a requisition ; 
| from the Porte, decided to furnish mules and horses for the Turkish | 

army, and some hundreds have been collected and are ready for ship- UE 

uy ment as soon as transports shall be sent for them. oe a |
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' A sum stated at a million and a half of piasters (124 cents each) has 
i. also been collected by voluntary contribution for transmission to Con- | 
1 ~ stantinople. | an | a | 
i _ The Mussulman population of Tunis follows with great anxiety the © | 
' various phases of the struggle in the East, and ardent prayers aredaily = 
j offered for the triumph of the “True Faith.” _ : | 7 
i The Bey and his ministers, as well as the people, earnestly desire to 
: aid the Sultan in his gigantic struggle; but what can they do for the ~ | 

Turkish Empire ? ae | - : 
i. _ A letter from the grand vizier, appealing to the Bey for five thousand | 
j men, was publicly read. But there are no means to equip and arm these : 
i | men; nor to transport them to the seat of war; nor to maintain them _ | 
| when there. This country can scarcely keep itself. The harvest has ! 
i. failed in three-fourths of the territory of the regency, and we now receive 
i wheat and flour from France and Italy. | BS | 
| During several months entire tribes of the eastern and southern prov- | | 

_- Inces have been emigrating to the more favored regions of the westand | 
| north, trailing after them their famished flocks, their carcasses strewing | 
i . the way. 7 : = i | 
i | In consequence of the failure of the harvest and the cessation of ex- ok 
| portation, the revenues conceded by the Bey to his creditors were insuffi- 
i cient to meet the half-yearly coupon failing due the 1st of this month. 
i The government, which has guaranteed the interest of the debt, was 

__ obliged to have recourse to a loan to find two million of piasters. The : 
Salaries of all the employés of the government have been reduced since | 

| last year—everybody, from the prime minister down to the lowest offi- : 
cer, being subjected to the measure; and, moreover, the pay of most of 
them is several months in arrears. Os a | 

' | This great penury of the government has its compensating advantage = 
' _ as it relieves them from the obligation to send troops and subsidies to _ 
j Constantinople, and removes the temptation to embark in doubtful ad- 
| ——sWentures and dangerous enterprises. which might involve them in diff- 

' culties with Russia. te a a ° | : 
It is to be hoped that the insignificant contribution of animals for the 

i Turkish Government, which will be of no appreciable value to them, will ! 
i. not furnish the Russians with a pretext to visit Tunis and lay it under | 
to contribution. | pe | ee | 
| I am, &¢., / | , : So | | 
i a | | G. H. HEAP. 2
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LIST OF PAPERS, WITH THEIR SUBJECTS, = 

Po _ a : CIRCULARS, = , po ESR 

fs No. | From whom and to whom. Date. Subject. Mage. Pe 

1 | Mr. Evarts to the diplo- | July —, 1877 .--.-. Trade between the United States and Span- 1 Dt Us 
, |: matie and consular of- os _ish-American countries: .Commercial in- | - ec 

ficers of the United formation and statistics to be transmitted; SS Soa 
: States in Spanish- . the best means of fostering trade and com- |. : OS 

ae | American countries. merce between the nations of the Ameri- ere 
OS | can continent to be sought; a market Ce OS ae 

7. CPG needed for the various manufactures and ce a 
, | os, products of the United States; beneficial Coe a a 
1 ; . os influences of such increased international | te 

- Intercourse upon the political and social | — a 
1 = . CO ’ status of the Spanish-American States; | eve 

; consular and diplomatic officers to point oR eee 
ia : . out methods by which commerce may be - M080) Ee MGB 

. fostered, and trades in which Americans | 0.) #4 
: . = may share; reports to be rendered with | — REE 

; | . - Mr! care and efforts to be continuous. - Oe 
4 2 | Mr. Seward tothe diplo- | August —, 1877 ...| Trade between the United States and Eu- Bw ete 
Ae matic and censular of- . ropean countries: Setting forth the same ; wo Sy 

1° ficers of the United considerations.in favor of increased com- Bo Ta gS eee 2] :- States in. European . mercial intercourse, as in the preceding ey 
countries. — ; _ circular, and inviting consular and diplo- ee 

- , matic officers to aid in this direction, and |. ee Pe ee] 
Jo to make fall reports thereon. _ bi ee 

a ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. | ee 

; 3 | Mr. Baker to Mr. Hun- , Buenos Ayres,Sep- |. Is preparing a report; the Argentine press'| . 5 Tg eee 
- ter. tember 20, 1877. on Mr. Evarts’ circular: Action of the Pere. 

. - Argentine minister in the United States ; 7 Le EE ee 7. his dispatch to his government. ere 

| AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. | | Oo es 

= 4 | Mr. Post to Mr. Seward.| Vienna, Septem- | Report: Influence of the United States pat- 8B nas 
_ . ber 29, 1877. ent law; an injurious effect produced on | Se Tae 

z= . American competition in foreign markets; Oe ge] 
- Bo . oy . suggested modification of the law. ee 

i f 5 | Mr. Thayer to Mr. Sew- | Trieste, Novem- | Report: Position of Trieste as a port of oy 
; ard. ber 10, 1877. transshipment for the Oriental trade; dis- | -- Es 

gp - - tance and time an obstacle to American 0 OE 
an {o. ' trade; direct steam communication and a SS ae 

. . . large local sample-warehouse suggested. | ° ene 
i. - 6 | Mr. Phelps to Mr. Sew- | Prague, Novem- | Report: Commerce may be largely in- We 
’ . ard. ber 15, 1877. ‘reased ;. articles of American manufac- oh OS Die Ses 

ee oo |. ture; Bohemian exports. . ve . ee eed 

: oe , | BRAZIL. | nnn 

7 | Mr, Hinds to Mr. Evarts| Rio. de Janeiro, | Commerce can be increased with increase off 4% ee 
ae - October 6, 1877, facilities of communication ; will prepare C1 Se ay 

7 ae . an extended report. - - fo Bh 
. 8 | Mr. Upton to Mr. Evarts} Rio Grande. do | Will prepare a fall report at as early a day 17 ee 

oO ' Sul, September as practicable. oo ve Ss
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pa | oe CENTRAL AMERICAN STATES. Uae es | 

fe No. |From whom and to whom. Date.. Subject. Page. = | 

oa »  .. 9 | Mr. Williamson to Mr. Guatemala, Sep- | Report: Statistics of Central American | 18 
ee Evarts. - " tember 24,1877. | trade; balance against the United States; | | 

7a difficulties in the way of increase are high 
phat ; | | freights, insurance and commissions and 
Pe . | bad packing; German commercial enter- 
Pole | prise; the commerce of the Caribbean . | 
Po | and Pacific coasts compared ; high tariffs ; | 
Been . | | statistical tables. ; | 4 

ae 7 19 | Mr.Osborn to Mr. Evarts.| Santiago, Septem- | Decline of trade between the United States | 3h 
ne | ber 7, 1877. and Chili; prospects of improvements; . 

, . will collect and forward statistics. 

a - | COLOMBIA. | | | 7 

Po a 11 | Mr. Thorington to Mr. | Aspinwall, Au- | Forwards facts in relation to United States | 31 
ee Evarts. - | gust 27, 1877. trade with Guatemala. | 

bo. | | _ DENMARK. — | oo 

LE . Moet 12 | Mr.Cramer to Mr.Evarts. Copenhagen, Octo- Report: Obstacles to trade between the 33 
Been; §i) ber 31,1877 United States and Denmark; suggests di- | i 
Bees ee . rect lines of vessels and introduction of i 

os . American coal; the secrets of the butter | ‘ 
go oe | . trade; sales of goods by samples recom- : 

Bo FRANCE, oe ed 

bo | _ 13 | Mr. Bridgland to. Mr. | Havre, September | Report: Great increase of the trade in In- | 36 
ie - Seward. 4, 1877.0. ‘dian corn; its employment as cattle-feed ; oe 
Be — es shipments from New Orleans. 
Seo 14 | Mr. Bartlett to Mr. | St. Pierre Ge Mar- | Report: Trade with the United States; coal, 37 : 

aa Seward. - tinique,Novem- | . carriages, &c.; necessity of direct com- 
ber 4, 1877. | _. munication greatly felt. , 

i _ GERMANY. 4 
BO _ 

i 15 | Mr. Kreismann to Mr. | Berlin, October 15,| Report: Detailed statement of American 40 
! Seward. . 1877. . productions sold in Germany; defects of 

i. | American packing. 
pn 16 | Mr. Steuart to Mr. Sew- | Leipsic,October 27,| Report: The Philadelphia Exhibition caused 42 
aoe. ard. 1877. . inquiry for American products; certain 
fhe. . goods in demand; suggested exhibition of i 
feo samples at the semi-annual Leipsic fairs. . 
rt . 17 | Mr. Griggs to Mr. Sew- | Chemnitz, October | Report: Difficulties of enlarging trade with | 44 -. 
Bee ard. | 29, 1877. an over-productive country like Saxony ; 
| . German resistance to innovations; sam- 4 
ke: | | ple-warehouses in Bremen or Hamburg 
| ae . . suggested. a 
to. 18 | Mr. Lee to Mr. Seward. | Frankfort,Septem-| Report: Increased trade dependent on re- 45 i 
ae oo ~ ber 11, 1877. ciprocal sale of German products in the | __. 
Ro United States; cheapness and utility of | 
Bee innovations must be made known; sample | 
Bo oe -| depot at. Frankfort suggested; conveni- ' 
ae ence of communication with Frankfort | _ | 
EO. . by water. . | 
ge 19 |......do ..............--.| Frankf rt, Novem-| Additional observations on trade; depres- 47 
feo 0, ber 26,1877. .| sioninGermany; growing inferiority of the. i 
| re quality of German productions; complaints 
: oe . against the tariff of the United States; . 
feo ~ . American competition in leather, ma- | 
| Ce chines, textile fabrics, provisions, &c., i 
| or _ | . | considered in detail; letters from five | = | 
| | | German merchants.
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i cf | ee - GERMANY—Continued: =. ae 

No.|Fromwhomand towhom. Date. va Subject. | Page 8 

; _ 20 | Mr. Winser to Mr. Sew- | Sonneberg, Sep- | Preliminary report: Character of the Thi- |}. 62 . |. (vee 
: ard, 2 tember 5, 1877... | ringian trade; Dr. Grothe’s book on Amer- NE a 

. _ ican industries and the Centennial Exhi- BS 
; - oe . -| bition ; the United States tariff; its offect ae 
to -on the toy-trade; the tariff between 1 ed _ fo | fo. | France and Germany. | Oe 

21 |......d0 .......2........-| Sonneberg, Sep-.| Additional report: The protective tariff of 68 ag 
: oe - tember 17,1877. | the United States; letters from sixteen SO eg 
, She . | German manufacturers, complaing of its. | OO 

; baie Se . ad-valorem rates and oppressiveness to er 4 . I : oe a their trade. — | oo a f 22. ...-.-do ......--..-......| Sonneberg, Sep- | Supplementary report: Overproduction; er- | 71 Pe 
| tember 19, 1877. rors of American manufacturers in seek- | Bay 

} | a | rr ing to force a European market; the toy- me Po ae 
fo, et eee cee trade. < oo PO, BS A a 
_- 23 Mr. Wilson to Mr. Sew- | Nuremberg ,Octo- | Report: Bavarian trade with the United | 73 Re gee 
’ | ard. _ | ber 20,1877. States benefited by the Centennial Exhi-| LS a | po : : bition; production of artificial butter; ee 

bo | American mill-machinery successfully in- | — Coe Sg eM , Oa . troduced; efforts of Dr. Seelhorst in favor UO EOE SUA . | ‘ . |. of American agricultural machines. mo ve Ea 
; 24 Mr. Herbertz to Mr. | Cologne, October | Report: Importation from the UnitedStates | 79 © - Ua 
1 - | Seward. | - 29, 1377. checked by sending inferior articles ; com- me NS 
1. oy! De ‘bined sample-warehouses, of first-class | ge 

a Sa EATS oe goods only, suggested as a remedy. se 

Zz GREAT BRITAIN AND DEPENDENCIES. __ . 7 a 

25 | Mr. Badeau to Mr. Sew- | London, Decem- | Trade of Great Britain: Excess.of imports: SL ee 
ard. Oo ber 12, 1877. '__overexports; British explanations thereof. ee gd 

1. - 26 | Mr. Donnan to Mr. Sew- | Belfast, October | Thelinen trade: Exportations to the United 85 Seg 
Pe ard. . 30,1877. States impeded by the high tariff; Irish ee i po So imports from the United States. - . . Oa 

| _ 27 | Mr. Canisius to Mr. Sew- | Bristol, October 25, | Harbor and dock dues: Tables of ; the means 86 RS 
ae ard. 1877. of increasing direct trade with Bristol; | He Sao ; sample-rooms suggested. . phobia 
q 28 | Mr. Dockery to Mr. Sew- | Leeds, October 17,| Report: Decline in the linen and woolenex-|° 9 ee ek 
— ard. 187% port trade; competition of United States 2 1 o manufacturers in foreign markets; protec- | | Og 1 oo tion versus free trade. | ed 

me 29 | Mr. Shaw to Mr. Seward | Toronto,Octsber3,| Report: Trade-relations between Canada 91 an 
1877. | and the United States; lumber, wool, ce- | a 

- reals, manutactures, and cattle; general | Lt . Ds re comparison of short and long credits; the : ol 
. - former beneficial to United States mer- an oe oe Oo | chants. ne : Vy a Ge 7 30 | Mr. True to Mr. Seward.| Kingston, Octo- | Trade: Influence of duties on the exporta- ; 99 © ole 

a | ber 19,1877. | tion of live-stock and breadstuffs. - oe 7 31} Mr. Taylor to Mr. Sew- | Winnipeg, No- | Report: Condition of the trade of North- | 100 Oe 
a } ard. vember 14, 1877. western British America; it is mostly}, 9 ©) 0s 8] 

. | with the United States; the duties on pO” oe 
+ oO \ furs and buffalo-skins. Lo Vp us Mae fed 32 | Mr. Chance to Mr. Sew- | Nassau, N. P.. Oc- | Report: Depression of trade, especially in W020 
7 ard. . oo tober 23, 1877. ‘ pineapples and salt; the United States | ~ : (Be ad : - ee . . acneee | tariff considered too high; Nassan asan{| = 
: oo invalid resort. . Chen oe Sheed 

| errr ITALY, es 
j +33 | Mr. MarshtoMr. Evarts | Rome, Decamber | Report: Climatic considerations; domestic W050 
i De ne 17, 1877, - productions of Italy much the same asin | | Ee 
4 oO ce the United States: financial obstructions | ~ I ‘i | , py to trade. 7 a a CO 34 | Mr. Spencer to Mr. Hun- | Genoa, November | Report: Influence of the Centennial Exhi-| 107 09 s.0 0 Wo4s = 2 ter. | a 4 24,1877 } bition on trade with Italy; principal im- wee 
a; os . ports; the cotton-trade; suggestions to} ~ Oe Z_ ee . manufacturers. oo wee Ea 

; . — JAPAN. er 

7 35; Mr. Bingham to Mr. | Tokei, September | Report: Trade statistics ; reasons why the WO ; _ Evarts. ' QT, 1877. largest part of the foreign trade of Japan a : shonld be with the United States. | a 
. 36 |.-----do .................! Tokei, October 8, | Special considerations concerning the Brit-{ 115 0 0 00) Se : se 1877. ish trade in cottons: Memorandum of an | eG 

. | . American mercantile representative. og por a
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Bo . 4 MEXICO. — ces 

Po ws No. From whom and to whom. ‘Date. | | Subject. .  fPage. 

pees. 37% | Mr. Skilton to Mr. Hun- | Mexico, October 5, Commerce: Opinions of two representa-| 117 ~~ | 

ee Po ter. - 187%. tives of New. York houses; subsidized | | 

gS. steamer-lines between the United States 

Bo ; ‘and Mexico suggested. 

Bee 38 |......do.................| Mexico, Decem-| Report: Character of exports from the; 119 | | 

Bo ber 30, 1877. United States; freight rates; advantages 

pa, of subsidized steam-communication from | 

pee Vera Cruz to New York and New Orleans. Gy 

ee 39 | Mr. Sutter to Mr. Hun- | Acapulco,October | Report: The trade in cottons; character 121 

Bey ter. 1, 1077. and. prices of British fabrics; merchan- | - | 

ene _ dise suited to the Mexican market; in- | OG 

ae , creasing importance of the west-coast 

BER ee oo trade with San Francisco. 
pe - 40-| Mr.Morrill toMr.Evarts.| Manzanillo, Sep- | Report: Improvementintrade dependenton | 123 | |. 

Be tember 28, 1877. domestic peace ; lines of railways needed : 

Ae to open up channels of trade for the | — | 

Be, . United States. 

aa at 

Re | . NETHERLANDS. | | | | 

ae an . 41 Mr.Birney to Mr.Evarts.| The Hague, Sep- | Labor and wages in Holland; feugal modes 124 

Be 8, , tember 30,1877. | of life; difficulty of competing with the t 

pie | Dutch on their own ground. 

eS | PORTUGAL. 

co 42 | Mr. Moran to Mr. Evarts.| Lisbon, December Report: Imports from the United States | 131 : 

eee | 6, 1877. might be.increased ; the trade in cottons 

pe and printing-cloths; exports to the United 4 

Bee | States; the Douro vintage for 1877. | I 

pe an SAN DOMINGO, = oF 

ee 43 | Mr. Clark to Mr. Hunter.) Samaria, October | Report: Trade facilities of Samana Bay ; 132 | 

po | “15, 1877 _. imports and exports. co 4 

ee a 44 | Mr. Byers to Mr. Evarts | Berne, October 17,| Report: The staple necessaries of Switzer- 136 

eo 1877. land, fuel, breadstuffs, meat, &c.; com- i 

Bo 5 | Nuanication via the St. Gothard tunnel; ( 

rh development of trade with the Dnited c.g 

pe SS . oo , States dependent on reciprocal consump- | 

Mo . tion of Swiss products, silk, &c. . 

Po 7 TURKEY, _ Oe 

Pee 45 | Mr. Maynard to Mr. | Constantinople, | Report: Turkish commerce; importance of 140 ' 

laa Evarts. November 26, steamer-lines ; American exports; oppor- | 

-- So | 1877. tunities for American cottons in Turkey; | 

foo CS _ Turkish exports of carpets and woolen f 
ae t oe fabrics ; English competition. | _- | 

ae 46| Mr. Schuyler to Mr. | Constantinople, | Report: Few opportunities of increasing 144 4 

Be Hunter. — Octuber 28, 1377. Turkish exports; increase practicable in | 

Boe imports of cottons and minor wares ; pos: |: ' 

Bee : - sibilities of large trade with Persia; the Jot 

Say . Persian channels of trade. i
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To the diplomatic and consular officers of the United States in Spanish > 274 
Po | — American States and Brazil. — | | Os tag 

Separate) 2 DEPARTMENT OF STATE, foe See eT OE se Washington, July —, 1877. 
jo -Srr: Under the provisions of section 208, Revised Statutes, and of | a 
| paragraphs 380, 381, and 382 of the Consular Regulations, the repre. =... 3 
-. gentatives of the United States in foreign countries are instructed to = 8.5 

i _ transmit to the Department such commercial information and statistics 
| . as they respectively obtain, in order to enable the Secretary of Stateto =. «74 
|. -prepare the annual reports upon the “Commercial Relations of the 3 
- United States,” which the laws authorize him to make. Oe 
|. Besides the general information thus to be compiled there is another  .- «4 
i and more specific line of inquiry to which the Department now desires. 3 8) 

i to invite your attention. = — eo ee 
i  .-: It is believed that the period has now arrived when it would be wise =~ «4 
| for all the nations of this continent to consider more carefully than... 
| — heretofore how they may best enlarge their trade with each other, =. 
| Their geographical position and the resemblance between their politi- 9% 

eal institutions facilitate the cultivation of suchcommerce. The United = 2.3% 
_. . States are in a condition to supply cheaply and easily many products. ss 
i —_ and manufactured articles, suitable to their wants, to all or nearly allof. 34 
i _ the Spanish American republics, as well as the Empire of Brazil, receiv--- = 2% 
i -_ ing in return natural products, which can be utilized here. A favora- =. ne 
| ble opportunity for the development of such trade would seem tobe — 
| __ now offered by the prevailing stagnation of business and depression of | = 
|. _ prices. It is desirable, of course, for the United States that they should 
i __ find markets for the export of their products and manufactures, and,on =. 3 3s 
| the other hand, it is advantageous to the people of those countries they =. 4 
:. should be able to purchase at the present decreased valuation. ee 
i +Apart from questions of ‘merely commercial or pecuniary advantage, =. 
i the development of such trade would have also a beneficial influence = = 
i -__—_ upon the political condition of the republics of this continent. Itisfor = 4 

the interest both of North and South America that all those republican. 
- governments should have stability, peace, law, and order. It is not |. 

| unreasonable to believe that when the popular energy now wasted upon 
‘ gchemes of revolution or military aggrandizement shall have been = =. 

turned toward more peaceful and profitable enterprises, the republican). 
i form of government in each and all of those countries will thereby be =. 
, Strengthened, and more harmonious relations will prevail. between =< J 

them EE ee ee 
| ‘In view of these considerations, it is desired by the Department that = = 4¥ 

~ its diplomatic and consular officers should devote attention to the ques- = J 
tion of methods by which trade with the United States can be most = 

'- judiciously fostered. Without seeking to interfere withany commercial = | 
-* - operations or enterprises that may now be in existence, it ismeverthe- 

| less deemed highly probable that you may be able, by examinationand =... | 
| inquiry, to point out branches of trade with ———-——, in which the =. 

LFRA | Dos ae | oe ee
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pes. United States may properly and usefully share. You are instructed, 
E..- , ‘therefore, to make such examination at your convenience and to advise | | 
Eee the Department, when suitable occasions shall offer, as to the demand ; 
Pers. for different kinds of manufactured articles nqw used in -—————, ss 
ees their nature and prices, and whether they are of the character which it | 
ee)... iS probable the industry of the United States can supply. Also as to 
pu’. the products of ———-——,, in which the trade with the United States 
ee; + could be increased, either by legislation, or executive action, or by com- 
f=. » mercial enterprise. _ - es 7 : | 
Re. The inquiry here suggested should not be hastily made, nor is it ex- 
fr... pected that it will be rapidly accomplished. It is rather the. purpose 
pols. «Of the Department that it should be continuous, and that you may from. ; 
eek time to time communicate to the government such information as you. 
Bes. may from time to time acquire in this direction in order that it may be - 
Bs Jaid before Congress and the general public. — Oo 
po I am, sir, your obedient servant, — | g 
Bee oe WM. M. EVARTS. od 

Boe Oo No.2 9 , | 

eo. = Lo the diplomatic and consular officers of the United States in Europe. | 

Pee ~~ Separate.) | _- DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ~~ — 
Po > Washington, August —, 1877, | 
me... Srp: Under the provisions. of section 208, Revised Statutes, and of | 
os. = paragraphs 380, 381 and 382 of the Consular Regulations, the repre- 
Pei: -. sentatives of the United States in foreign countries are instructed to | 
ees «transmit to the Department such commercial information and statistics — 
pa as they respectively obtain, in order to enable the Secretary of State to 
ros < . prepare the annual reports upon the “Commercial Relations of the 
rp:  - United States,” which the laws authorizehim to make. | 
pes Besides the general information thus to be compiled, there is another | 
Poss and more specific line of inquiry, to which the Department now desires | 
Bo to invite your attention. = re : oot 
be It is believed that the period has now arrived. when it would be wise | 
-: -. _ for the nations, not only of this continent, but also of Europe, to con- | 
Ese sider more carefully than heretofore how they may best enlarge their — 
Ecc. -trade with this country. The United States are in a condition to sup- 
po.” ply cheaply and easily many products and manufactured articles suita- | 
fle to. the wants of different countries, receiving in return natural prod- 
i. uets and articles of manufacture which can be utilized and consumed 
ec. here. A favorable opportunity for the development of such trade | 
fe - ~~ would seem to be now offered by the prevailing stagnation of business 
f°. and depression of prices. It is desirable, of course, for the United — | 
Po States that they should find markets for the export of their products 4 
FE = —_ and manufactures; and, on the other hand, it is advantageous to the 
eo. opeople of other. countries that they should be able to purchase at 
Se the present decreased valuation. | ee 
ne aoe In view of these considerations, it is desired by the Department that 
|. .- its diplomatic and consular officers should devote attention to the ques- 
t-"-.— tion of methods by which trade with the United States can be most. | 
f.5-. . judiciously fostered. .Without seeking to interfere with any com-. | 
f°. mereial operations or enterprises that may now be in existence, it is, 
Be nevertheless, deemed highly probable that you may be able, by exami- |
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_-. nation and inquiry, to point out branches of trade with —————,iIn ia 
| which the United States may properly and usefully share. You arein- 34 

structed, therefore, to make such examination at your convenience,and =~. . 4 
i to advise the Department, when suitable occasion shall offer, as to the =... 
-° demand for different products and manufactured articles now used in 3 
i ————, theirnature and prices, whenever they are such asit-is prob- .. oe 

able the industry of the United States can supply. Also, as to the 20.0 3a 
-". products of ——_-———, in which the trade with the United States could. 64 

be increased, either by legislation, or executive action, or by commer- 

; . The inquiry here suggested should not be hastily made, nor isitex-.  - 34 
; pected that it will be rapidly accomplished. Itis rather the purpose of .. 3 
. the Department that it should be continuous, and that you should frome 

| _—s time to time communicate to the government such information as it may. 4 
i. be in your power to acquire in this direction, in order that it may belaid of. o7¥ 

| . before Congress and the general public. ee | -s Jam, sir, your obedient servant, = - oa 

| - r Be ~ Acting Secretary, og
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p  ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 2 2 

| a : Mr. Baker to Mr. Hunter. - TES Sa aa ee 

| No. 199.] ce UNITED STATES CONSULATE, es 

i - Buenos Ayres, September 20, 1877. (Received November 3.) 0. 3 

: - §rr: In my dispatch No. 196, of September 18, 1877, I acknowledged the — ee 

i _-_—_ receipt of the circular (separate) of the Hon. William M. Evarts, Secre- ° «= 
i; __ tary of State, on the subject of the trade of the United States with South = 53 
|; . . American countries, and soliciting suggestions from consular officers in. s3 

ez regard to methods by which it may be developed and increased. 

I have incidentally given some attention to the subject so far as it ex- 3) 

; tends to the Argentine Republic, and I shall shortly make a report to >. 
| ._ the Department in reference thereto; but I write at present to say that 90.2: 
| the substance of the circular has already been approvingly noticed here =. 3 
, by. a number of the newspapers. As showing the view which is taken 4 

; of it, Iinclose youa slip which I take from the Herald of this city, which 
i... refers somewhat at length to the commerce of the United States with eo 

i; - the River Plate, and quotes from my last commercial report in regard 
; __— to some of the obstacles in the way of its extension. : pee ag 

a: I would add that the Argentine chargé d’affaires in the United States 9 | 2.) 
i also writes from New York, under date of July 25, 1877, in hearty ap- . >. 

i. proval of Mr. Secretary Evarts’s circular, and asking the co-operation of 4 

the Argentine Government in the suggestions; at thesametimeasking 9 2") 

a ' Dr. Irogoyen, the Argentine minister of foreign atfairs,to furnish the © ~. 24) 

representatives of the United States with all necessary information on — 

| - Thave,&e., | ne 

: oe , | | —.s . [Inelosure Lin No. 199.) | - ; po oe eS 

! - . , | Ce [From the Herald, Buenos Ayres, September 18, 1877.] - | : . Oe 

po --——,s COMMERCE WITH THE UNITED STATES. oe 

a ‘The Government of the United States and its mercantile community are directing | ae 
; attention toward the South American countries, especially Brazil and the River Plate. 9 8s 

:_ A few days since the Herald published the substance of a circular note addressed to .:., 4 
7 the diplomatic and consular officers in these countries by the Secretary of State,Mr. ee 

i. Evarts, which has already been received at the various American legations and con-. .9. 1's 

i; sulates. This is indicative of an important movement, which should receive prompt. -*s 34 

; recognition and co-coperation at our hands, both as a business community anda gov-. 334 
. ernment. We are aware that the action of the latter is of necessity circumscribed =. “7-3 

; and held within narrow limits in the matter of fostering trade; and we do not believe ~~ > 2 

| .. -it sound in principle or good in results to relax these restrictions; but itis proper = =. "4 

Po oe | : | eee
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Gee ~-s« that commerce should be left as much as possible to itself, having free course and few + - | 
Pees. ~ Winderances ; and so, in our relations with the United States, we should cordially meet | 
pea the awakening interest shown by that people in a careful review of the taxes placed 
Rec: = On. Commerce in the way of duties. 7 Po | oo | 
Boo < ° . ~*~ That there is reason for such a suggestion may. be seen when it is known that the 
Bsc". -, - United States consul in our own city, of whom it is simple justice to say that nowhere ss 
sae ~~ ean be found a more painstaking, capable, and efficient consular representative of the — | 
pois. United States, declares in his report, as published in the “Commercial Relations of | 
peeess.. the United States for 1876,” that this country has a tariff of duties which discrimi- = 
oo ee nates against importations of the United States or against articles which it would im- 
fas port. Consul Baker, in this report to his government, says: | | | 
ee “There is no doubt that the discrimination which the Argentine customs-tariff in its = | 
etre. tables of valuation has made against the manufactures of the United States and in 
Roa favor of other countries has had much to do in preventing the introduction of our 
Boo) staples. Because of the superiority of eur cotton fabrics, they have a higher valua-_ 
ge, tion placed upon them in, the custom-house, and by that much they have aheavier_. 
Be = duty topay.” oe 
ao.) «dt isnot our desire to discuss the relative merits.of manufactures from competing 
Peis. , countries, as shown in plowing matches in Southern Russia or in any other way, 
wee ~~~ but we would call the attention of the minister of finance and of the mercantile 
eee GOMMunity to this assertion, which is not only made officially by the United States 
BS. .eonsul, but is corroborated by importers of goods from the United States. = | 
Pert on. ‘We cannot afford as a government to.rest tnder such an imputation of unfairness, 
fee: ~~ . - nor can importers consent to have a market closed against them by a discriminating | 
fees. tariff. The heaviest business done in importations to the River Plate, outside of . 
ee Buenos Ayres, is by a house- which imports almost. everything from the United. States, 
Besa. Ineluding cotton and woolen fabrics, agricultural implements, naval stores, provisions, | 
poe’ &., but thisis in Uruguay, where there is no ‘discriminating duty. to prevent dealing 1 | 
Bye in the most advantageous market, which would tend to show that there is truth in the | 
Roo. ; charge of the consul; for a charge, and a serious one, it-is,iftrue. i 
Peg Some time since the Herald published the. particulars of a steamship-line soon to be 
pest put on between New York and Rio de Janeiro, and to the Plate if affairs are in such 
pervs condition as to make it feasible, and we trust we shall ‘not be behind our opportunity ot 
Peco. ° in removing everything that can be said to stand as‘ a stumbling-block in the. way of 
Bo.“ «more intimate comme:cial relations. » LS en 
Bey , , oe as ts oe coe ne ce ee . 

Ree . __ [Inelosure 2 in No. 199.—Translation.] — Bae hE Bas | 

pec a . _ [From El Industrial of Buenos Ayres.) 0 Bo 

Bee AMERICAN ZOLLVEREIN, | 

PP PROTECTION—OUR COMMERCE WITH THE UNITED STATES. an 

Be We publish below an interesting document, in which the advantages of protection 
Res are shown, and in which it is defended by Mr. Evarts, minister of foreign relations of 
Bees the great republic. This document furnishes the best evidence of the advantages of | 
BA the protective system among young nations. The United States are giving usalesson «| 
Bet. +. by which we ought to profit, We recommend its perusal on account of the data which a 
Pik vo it contains and the harmony of the views therein expressed with our own. — 

rn a ARGENTINE LEGATION IN THE UNITED STATES, =} 
aoe - CO . Co New York, July 25, 1877. | 

be ' Mr. Minister: Mr. William M. Evarts, the Secretary of State, under whose charge | 
BOS is the Department of Foreign Relations of the United States, has sent special instruc- | 
pers... tions to his diplomatic and consular agents in foreign countries to examine and report 
Bosco concerning the demands of consumption of the countries to which they arerespectively = 
me aceredited, with a view to extending the market for American manufactures, and in 
ae order to enable the United States to conclude suitable commercial conventions with | 
Bose «those countries. Bo | oe oe , 
eee. We, Mr. Minister, can purchase to advantage many articles manufactured in the 
foal,” . United States; but we also have many products tosellinexchange. = 

bey. 4 There isa harmony, then, bet ween our necessities, and the time seems to have arrived 4 
Bee 6 to present our case in such a manner as to suit our interests by granting privilegesin | | 
Be exchange for privileges if necessary, and obtaining on our part a reduction of the ex- 
Res). port duties on our wool, hides, and other articles of Argent:ne production. Thiswilh |



i» develop our commercial relations with the United. States, and as an immediate conse-. Pe 

. quence will increase direct steani{vommunication, thereby. facilitating travel, the cons. ied 
: veyance ef merchandise and. postal correspondence between the two countries. a 
| = _ Mr. Evarts seems to base his policy on the following arguments which have been = i. 
= published by the press of this‘country: = OE 

_ The industrial interests of the. United States do not require free trade. The first = 4-4] 

duty of a government is the judicious protection of the productions of the capitaland . — na as 

7 labor of its own people. ee 3 re er 
-- "'Phe agricultural classes of the West and the manufacturing classes of the Eastare 9: 14 

i _—~-- mutually interested in the preservation and promotion of domestic industry, because) 1, si 
| ~~ no one class of people can long prosper without the co-operation of the productivelabor 9. 33 ® 

| of the others. -Protection is only necessary when it defends domestic industry againsé = 
-. ruinous foreign competition. By the improvement of machinery, the cost of production =. * od 

| has been considerably diminished in the United States; a judicious encouragement = = 
7  _ given to American manufactures will give greater energy to their competition with) isa 

‘ foreign. articles. a ee ar a fd 

= It is neither protection nor free trade that the United States need, but fulltrade, = = =. 3 
/ | © The immense productions of the country require an outlet. Production isinexcessof |” Po lee 
i... the home demand. Take iron for instance. In Pennsylvania, there are 478 furnaces... 34 
| __ extinguished, the total number being.714; this represents a paralyzed capital of — oe 
i. $100,000,000. The capacity of the total number of these furnaces is equal todouble oe 
| the demand, and the same is the case with other industries. Although agricultural = | (30 ¥ 

i: productions are a great source of wealth in the United States, yet it is necessary toen- Saas 
/ courage manufacturing and commercial industry if we are to attain a prominent posi- Tad 

; tion among the nations of the world in the contest of peaceful arts. 
a The domestic exports of the United States during the past year were as follows: © Oe aad 
i Cotton, $192,000,000; grain, $33,000,000; wheat, $68,000,000; flour, $24,000,000; other = Sa 

articles, $30,000,000. , oe ee Be 
~The exports of manufactured articles were: Iron and iron manufactures, $9,000,000; 9 sy 

| steel, $450,000; sole leather, $8,000,000; agricultural implemetits, $2,500,000, 2 7 OS Ra 

i, The imports of manufactured articles: Cotton, $20,000,000; flax, $15,000,000; iron = |, @ eg 
; : and steel, $10,000,000; silk, $22,000,000; sugar, $71,000,000; wool and manufactures, ~ OO ee 

; _ By the aid of wise legislation the greater part, of these manufactured articles can be od 

1 produced in the United States, and the hundreds of millions which are annually sent ~ ay 
i - ° abroad in payment therefor cau be kept at home. UN a Bac ba 

;  .. Of the total value of the imports to the United States $315,000,090 were brought in. SE ad 
, foreign vesse!s and only $135,000,000 in American vessels. Thus far Mr. Evarts. i ee eS 

/ ss Let us now see what the press of the United States says. The following is an ex-.. 90 "4 

oO tract from the leading editorial of the New York Herald of July 18,1877: Ce hyd 
;- .. “One of the greatest ideas of American statesmen has been with respect tothis. 2 LoS 

; + eloseness of commercial relations between the United States and the nations of North, ~~ I 
i. Central, and South America. The possibility of a great American Zollverein or com- — .. Ls] 
; -. mercial union, comprising a'l the States of both American continents,may be adream + <> 44] 
/ of thefuture; but it isa dream for the realization of which every American who +; 
|. desires to serve his country may well labor with enthusiasm. We are to-day one of — . Oe 

; the greatest manufacturing nations of the world.. We use more and better labor-sav-. 06 2 8 

; ‘ing machinery than any European nation. Not one of the other nations on these two ©.) 2% 

; _. continents has paid much attention to manufactures. They are not like the nations. es 
; of Europe, our competitors. They produce principally the raw material usedin man- 

_ ufacturing, which they exchange for manufactured goods. Thus they will continue | . “ee 

i for many years to furnish us an almost unlimited market for our manufactures, if we). 
1 __ only have sufficient shrewdness and foresight to make use of cur advantages. What =) 

: we require for this purpose is what Mr. Evarts can do for us; we need new and better a 
i; . commercial conveniences. A few figures will show how great are the opportunities 9 339 

i (too long neglected by us) to create a market for our excess of manufactures. Of,the = =». 
| total imports of Mexico, which amount to $30,000,000, we send only $5,000,000. Can-° 2 M4 
i. ada imports nearly $130,000,000: per annum, but takes only $34,000,000 from us,her 9 9) 
| nearest neighbor. Brazil imports about $35,000,000, but takes a beggarly seven mil- 

: lions of our. products, although we buy to the amount of $35,000,000 from her. Chili, 4 
i; imports about $40,000,000, but takes only two millions of our manufactures. The,Ar- ao 

|. gentine Confederation imports to the value of $54,000,000 a year, but buysof usonly  , #4, 
| a million and a half. The account is as one-sided in almost all the South and Central 9 © 63 
; American conntries. “They, buy. elsewhere, mainly because they sell theirraw materials = . 3) 
-.. elsewhere. From Chili, for instance, we bought in 1876, only to the value of $586,000, eee 

| | -while her total exports amounted to over thirty-five millions. The total exportsof 9). 3.04) 
i the Argentine Confederation amount. to over fifty millions, of which we buy about . La as 
- four millions. It is easy to see that there is something wrong in all this. Weneither’ = = 333 

/ buy ‘nor sell as our skill, the excellence and variety of onr prodacts, and theenterprise. a 
1. of our people would lead us to expect; and when we look over the figures represent-
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pe. ing the total imports of these countries who are our neighbors and our natural allies, | 
pe no one can help seeing what an immense opening there is right here at our doors for i 
Rava. . the sale of our.surplus products. We can do without Europe. We need not seek to — 
Poo. . > sell a-yard of cloth or a pound of any manufactured article in Europe, ifonly wecan  —— 
Pa; >. command, as we ought, the great and growing commerce of North and South America.” | 
be | The Argentine Republic-should receive these words of the government and press of —Ss| 

Ee .,  . the United States with sympathy and interest, and co-operate to the extent of its 
piss. ability in order to obtain its share of the benefits:which must result. Your excel- —s_| 
Res dency will doubtless communicate all necessary information to the diplomatic andcon- 
ire sular officers of the United States in the Argentine Republic, and suitable instructions . 
fess. to: this legation to enable it properly to sustain our side of the question. 
Be I take pleasure on this occasion in reiterating to your excellency the assurances of 
feel...) omy highest and most distinguished considerations. - | | a 
fobs So | ne _.. GERVASIO VIDELA DORNA. | | 
Bs _. His Excellency Dr. Don BERNARDO DE IRIGOYEN, | oe 
ae Minister of Foreign Kelations of the Argentine Republic. 

ee | AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 7 ! 

ane 7 _ Mr. Post io Mr. Seward. . | 

ee No. 802] CONSULATE-GENERAL OF ‘THE UNITED STATES, a 
ee Vienna, September 29,1877. (Received November 8.) _ 

Bi Sire: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular st 
pes... with reference to trade between the United States and foreign coun- 
poco... tries, and it will afford me pleasure to keep the object of the circular in ; 
po view, and report from time to time. Inow beg to call.your particular 
Boos ~ attention to the accompanying report.on one important branch of the 
ess subject mentioned in the circular. The United States are undoubtedly — 
Pic... in a position to supply cheaply most of those labor-saving machines 
es Which are being continually brought to perfection and patented in our | 
ee. country, and their superiority over the imitations produced in Europe 
ec: . would command a market for them wherever such machines were used ; 
Ee but as the patentees of useful machines have entire control of a home 
Pees market, they demand monopoly prices and are unwilling to supply 
Be those machines cheaply; they generally prefer to devote their capital to | 
P<. the more lucrative domestic trade, and make little effort to keep control 
ks of the foreign market. When you consider that more than fourteen | 
“= thousand patents are issued annually, and that an improvement in a 
re:-* machine practically gives a patentee control of the export of such ma- | 
es ehines, it may be imagined that patentees would have no inconsiderable | 
Pes’~ Influence on our foreign trade. | | - | 
ee. : T have not ventured in this report to detail the facts which indicate | 
eo that some of our greatest manufactures have deliberately abandoned. - | 

>: the foreign trade because foreigners would not pay the high pricesto- | 
+... which they were accustomed at home where they had legal control of 
pel. -. the market, but I have endeavored to demonstrate that if the law 
res united an arbitrary control of an export trade with a more lucrative | 
Fs  -monoply at home, the export'trade would naturally suffer by the union. | 
po he tacties practiced by the combination sewing-machine companies —s_| 
hs -:- — as exposed by the officers of those companies since the foundation pat- 

EF . ~——_ ents lapsed, confirms the tonclusion. ——. : | | 
BS It occurred to me when .I commenced this report that it would be to | 
be the interest of patentees to control foreign markets in order to make |
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sure of the permanent export after the seventeen years of monopoly ex- | 
--pired; but it is certain that a mechanic who improves a machine and 
"suddenly has the markets of one great country to supply is seldom — 

qualified or in a position to enter upon a contest in foreign markets = 
| which can be controlled only by competing in price as well as quality, ==. 4 

and itis not to be presumed that he will withdraw his attention and = =. 
;  eapital from the most profitable branch of his business for a possible © <4 

| _ benefit to be attained after seventeen years. His interest 1s in fact sO 9 

remote that he cannot be relied upon to supply foreign markets cheaply 
_ or to control the manufacture for foreign countries, 
-. [have, therefore, ventured to suggest a repeal of that provision of ~~. 3 44 

| the law which gives patentees control of the export trade in the arti. = 
| eles which our country is most capable of supplying, and though TO 
| __ have been unable to find in the several publications concerning patents, 4 
1 _ or in the discussions which have taken place with reference to the pol- sy 

icy of granting patents, any distinction drawn between manufacture =. 

| for use within the country where the patent is granted, and the manu- 4 
| facture for export, yet Iam quite convinced that the distinctionisof © — .u 
| _ vital importance to our supremacy in a large class of manufactures,  . 4 

/ andthe very class which the country ought to retain. I believe, so =» 4 
| far as the law prohibits free manufacture for export, that it cannot be 

| justified by the principles upon which patent-laws are based; thatthe © = «4 
| __ prohibition is of little real benefit to patentees, and that it has already =] 
-. been the cause of immense injury to American industry. oe 

fit is doubted whether the export trade would be materially affected Se 
| by freeing it from the. arbitrary control of individuals, and permitting 0° 27] 

|. theenergy of the whole nation to engage in the international competi: 
| tion, I would be glad to submit some facts with reference to the course 0 
-.. heretofore pursued by patentees bearing on that point. 
| _——s«Iff the propriety of striking out the word “make” in the patent-law es 
; has been discussed in any publication, I would be glad to be advised of —— | 

| the title of the publication, and if such discussion is in a public docu. | 
~ ment, I would be thankful if a copy of it could be;forwarded tome. 5 
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| | The recent circular to. diplomatic and consular officers which enjoins attention to the.. io an 
_ methods by which trade with foreign countries may be most judiciously fostered, re- 34 

: ¢.tes that. the United States are in a condition to supply cheaply and easily many = 
| products and manufactured articles suitable to the wants of different countries. Itis 9 9-0. 

to this important part of the subject of the circular that the attention of the Depart- oe. 
pe ment is at this time invited, in the hope not only that certain American manufacturers ce 

| . may be induced to alter, before it is too late, a course prejudicial to their own interest =. ty ty 
and to the interest of their country, but also that the Department will be pleased’ to) | =. a, 
recommend a repeal of that provision of an otherwise just law which enables any == 
citizen or any foreigner to exclude all other inhabitants of our country from competing =... 4 
in a foreign trade for which our resources are specially adapted and which is open to. 0 #4) 

—-. the competition of all the rest of the world.. A legal wrong established, and to which es 
| everybody has become accustomed, is often overlooked or supposed to be so connected’ 
| . with:some important right that it cannot be abolished, but the object of thisreport. = 3. 

is to point out a wrong injurious. to our manufacturers and foreign trade, destructive = == 94 
_ to the interest it is supposed to foster, and which may be abolished without prejudice = 

_ toany naturalright. Oe a baad OO 
p A grant for seventeen years of an exclusive right to use and vend the invention or) oy 4 
- discovery throughout the United S:ates and the Territories thereof, is the wise provis-- es
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aoe ion established by our law for securing a just reward to its author, and is, beyond 
ee donbt, the most equitable method of ascertaining the real value of an invention,and —.| 

oe of collecting the amount honestly due from the public interested in it. Bythismethod | 
pet... ‘the reward is exactly proportioned to the value of .the: improvement, and the tax is | 
Bae Jevied upon those within the limits of the United States who are benefited by it. The | 
Bao. ' % 80le object of the law is to induce the ingenious te promptly disclose their discoveries,  —_| 
ee and to compel the beneficiaries within the jurisdiction of the law to remunerate them ssi 
Rove. when they use their devices, and this object is attained when the patentee is granted = 
Pei the exclusive privilege to use.and vend throughout the United States and Territories. 

ae The patent-law, however, goes one step further-than is necessary to secure the object 
pr desired. It prohibits all persons within the United States, except the patentee, from  —s| 
Be -.- making patented articles for foreign markets, although it is quite beyond the power 
pac. of Congress to grant a monopoly in those markets, or to secure the inventor any rights 
po > whatever in foreign countries. As a measure to collect a tax from those in foreign 
pele countries who use the invention, this. prohibition is useless. Citizens of every other 
pecs ss COUNtLY May compete with. the patentee, and citizens of the United States may also. | 
Eo" compete if they erect their factories and exercise their trade beyond. the limits of the vd 
Boca United States. The rights of an inventor rest upon. positive statutes, and such’stat- 
=a utes are justified on grounds of public utility; in order to encourage progressin the 
pe useful arts, the State abridges the natural right of its citizens to use and vend anar- 
m. .. - ticle within its boundaries; but to prohibit them from manufacturing for foreign | 
pee > ~~ countries abridges their natural rights without contributing to the progress of the — 
ee arts, and cannot be justified on grounds of public utility. The pronibition is of little. i 
be. .~S~SsCenefit to a patentee; it operates asa prohibition upon enterprise within our country. 
fos. for the benefit of foreign manufacturers, and its practical effect has been, and will be, 
pet. to transfer to a foreign soil industries which have their otigin and their natural seat - 
pec) within the United States. oe a 
Bt It may have been presumed that a patentee would be able and willing to success- 
Bere. . . ' fally compete for a foreign trade; that ingenuity and patriotism would be found 
pec; .. - lodged in the same brain, and that individual interest would compel him to manufac-- | 
Boo, ture or permit others to manufacture upon terms which would sustain our national | 
. Credit and the public welfare. The amount: of capital invested. and the number of 
BRS ets factories erected in Austria-Hungary, Germany, and other countries to make patented 
Bias +. machines which can be made cheaper and better in America than elsewhere, proves 
Bees that such a presumption is not well founded: -A foreigner obtains letters patent as 
pou... easily as a citizen, and although the selfish reason’ why he should desire to exclude all. 
pee" our citizens from competing with him for the.trade of other countries is evident,.it. is 
pes... by no means clear that patriotism would induce him to use in theinterestofour home  —— 
Bie.) industries the exclusive right to manufacture for foreign markets granted by our gov-. __ 
Be ernment. Kven where a patentee is a patriotic citizen of the United States it can | 
pam. easily be shown that his individual interest is by no means identical with the interest | 
eos 2. of the public in the industries of the country. Thelaws enable him to demand profits | 
ii . on his manufactures within our.country which it would be vain to expect in countries 
Be where he hagno monopoly, and it is but natural for him to direct his chief attention 
ee sto that home business from which: he received his greatest immediate. profit, and neglect 
ae _ the permanent export trade’which might be established in the interest of the nation. 

ee A foreign trade is too important and complicated an interest to be committed to the Se 
pif exclusive custody of one person, however large his capital, or superior his qualifica- 
pa tions for conducting it. .Its vast. possibilities may well challenge the energy and re- | 
pT sources of a nation, and to patent away any branch of it to oe man who may be abso- | 
Bice > lutely unacquainted with commerce, and whose abilities and capital are necessarily | 
res eceupied in developing his: business at home.and fulfilling the obligations which-the. 
Bevc--. + monopoly in his own country imposes upon him, is, from a national point of view, as. | 
poss. grotesque as it is deplorable. . If a clever mechanic, employed to construct a machine, =| 
oa suggests @ new and useful ‘improvement in its construction, it practically abolishes | 
Re, machines without the improvement, and the law intending to reward his ingenuity by — | 

| re giving a temporary monopoly within its jurisdiction actually designates him as a_ | 
ne national representative to whose arbitrary authority: the entire American foreign trade. . 

ee. °° in those machines is thereafter to be committed, and prohibits the slightestinterference © | 
| eee on the part of his countrymen, while he carries onan unequal contest with foreignen- __ 
pe terprise and accumulated capital in every part ofthe world. If he has ability enough «<=  | 
ae to enter upon such a contest, he will be likely to have independence enough to insist. | | 
BS . on the business being conducted according to his peculiar ideas, which, not having been tO 
F~. , ~~~ modified by commercial experience, may be quite impracticable, as for instance where 
f° an American patentee refused to sell his foreign agents a machine on which he could “| 
Poe ‘make 300. per cent. profit, unless he could also sell wooden stands to support the ma- | 
Res’. Chine, which were much more cheaply furnishéd in the country to which they wereto ss 
Bey _be sent, the freight on a common and bulky article being more than its cost. | 
pe Thus commercial blunders and monopoly prices are driving from our country indus- 

~~ tries in which there is more skill, for which there are better materials, and which can _ | 
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f. ‘be more cheaply conducted there than.elsewhere. . Particularly is this true with refer- Vee Ae 

i ence to American labor saving machines, ard in ofder that the statement may not. be oD ee 

|... considered vague and distegarded, the American foreign trade in sewing-machines’ ea 

-- may be cited as an example. Those miachines have been sold here for yearsata much = ae 

1. higher price than similar European machines were offered for, but with the hard times 

i _ péople have. been compelled to exercise more economy, and they are now beginning =. As 

| - to-accept at a less cost machines capable of doing the same work made.on the con- | Oe 

|. tinent. That the heads of sewing-machines can be made in America and sold in this 

7 market at a fair manufacturers’ profit, and at a price which would have defied Austrian = a 

and German competition, if the factories now established had not been built up under © eee 

| “the shadow of the American monopoly, is the opinion of those engaged in the business 4. 

“>. and in a position to judge. The exact. st is best known to the manufacturers, but. OSS ee 

| the cost of a machine is not such a profound mystery that it cannot be estimated. a 

|. Why, then, is the country being deprived of this foreign trade? Co ESE 

, “A slight acquaintance with the manver in which the business has been conducted at aN 

; .. home'and abroad, coupled with the declarations of the officers of the combination - ae 

i. companies since the foundation patents have expired, prove beyond question that the. 0 

| .. foreign trade has not been competed for in a legitimate commercial manner, and that Se 

i this neglect is in consequence of its improper connection with monopoly privileges in eg 

> America. There, protected by patents, manufacturers were able to demand and Ob- 8 Ba 

i - tain extraordinary prices, avd when the combination patents lapsed, in May last,a 9 Oe yee 

-. reduction to one-half their former prices was publicly announced, and the published 9 

i gtatements.of some of the principal patentees admitted that profit could be r salized 
| even with a greater reduction in price, but they declared that when their prices were ie 

| .- 100 per cent. higher, much of their profits had been expended in forcing the market by aS 

i, means of canvassing-agents, bills, and pamphlets; that the cost of selling a machine was’ |” Saas 

i. greater than the cost of producing it; that: commissions of from 40 to 60 per cent. had oa 

| - been paid to agents and collectors; and the president of one company stated thatthey = 
1  - had spent $1,000,000 in advertising, and $1,000,000 in litigation. However necessary. 2 

j . such expenses may have been for the protection of the monopoly at home, they were 9). 

i _ not properly chargeable against machines made for export to foreign countries where | Lees 

canvassers would be adjudged a public nuisance, and where there wasno monopoly nor 027s 7 

: litigation to sustain it. ©° © OR Cp aint 
1. When the law unites a home monopoly. with the control of a foreign trade, itisnot) 9.0. vue 

| wonderful that the industry should escape from the country to obtain a divorce. . The 9), Pes 

i one, based on its special privileges and defended by expensive litigation, regulates its) © sg 

i prices. with reference to extraordinary commissions aud expenses ; the other mustever (0 0  a y 

-» be based on quality and price,and there is no method of securing and retaining a®> | ws 

foreign trade but by furnishing a good article at acheaperrate. 7 
| .. Foreign capitalists were not slow in discovering that sewing-machines could be pro- Ea 

i. duced and profitably sold at a much lower price than was demanded by American = 4) 

i manufacturers; they were advised that. a royalty was levied on machines. made in =~. Ss 

: America; that the patentees: in America declined to furnish heads forexport atless = 

| . than three times the cost-of producing them; that the principal manufacturers had a 

i rapidly amassed great fortunes, $13,000,000. being the accumulations of oneof themin 0 
! afew years. These were the circumstances which encouraged foreign capitalists to ea 

i _ build factories and to embark in an industry notwithstanding the disadvantagesof oe 

¢.. inferior ‘resources, little skill, and no experience ; and_ had American manufacturers 9 9) 34 

| —__ offered these products in the foreign markets on commercial principles, these reasons . — so 

- . for building factories on this continent would not -have existed. It-was not cheaper, 3.40) 

| -° eapital, or cheaper labor, or greater experience which established this competition a 

7 abroad; it may be traced directly to the large profits which American patentees have _ Pee 

1s heen aceustomed to consider as their just right, and which they have attempted to 7 vy. 

exact'in foreign markets where no such right is recognized or protested by law. Tt oe 

is probably true that the royalty paid on machines for export was only one-third the 
i _- xoyalty exacted on those sold at home, but even then the royalty on each head is stated ©, Cee 

| to have been nearly one-third the cost of producing it, and a profit of 30 per cent.is 9 es 

-- no small inducement to European manufacturers. I ae 
_. . Now that the principal patents have lapsed, the combination which controlled them =~ a 

| as well as other American manufactures would doubtless be glad.to secure a steady = 

export trade at moderate profits, but our country must now pay the penalty of years ~ eg ay 

of neglect by competing with capital already invested, and which must continue to OY as 

produce, however small the profits realized. The law relaxes. its. hold on Ameri- 2 ees 

. gan energy after the mischief has been done. For seventeen years it has prohibited eg 

every one but the patentee from competing for this foreign business, the manufacture, a 
abroad bas been stimulated, foreign factories have been built, and are in full operation, ee 

the skill has been transferred to them which should have been employed at home, and. a 

.’ the contest between American and foreign enterprise is no longer equal. Our people eg 

- eannot now afford: to commence the building of factories to compete with foreign face fag 

tories already built. To prohibit our citizens for sevent en years from competing for 7 ee
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poco gome special branch of, a foreign trade, will generally be found to be equivalent to 
Bes _-exeluding them from it forever. , OS EES oat Y 
mes 6 Ith is therefore respectfully submitted whether in the interest of American industry the 
Poe _ manufacture of patented articles for foreign markets ought not to be free to every citizen. 
Foo... This is not an attack on the rights of that most meritorious class who carry forward 
Bn improvements in the useful arts. The writer is an earnest and persistent advocate of — | 
Roo. those principles of comity and justice which would secure the equitable rights of in- | 
Be ventors at home and abroad, and in his report on patent laws dated September 30,1871, 
eye and printed inthe “ Commercial Relations, 1872,” pages 49,50, and 51, it wassuggested 
pe that ‘“‘the lack of treaty stipulations and of established principles of internationallaw | 

ee ' eoncerning the rights of foreign inventors, may, perhaps, at some future time, be cited — 
pee in evidence of the semi-barbarism of the present age.” The injustice of foreign patent. 
Be laws cannot be remedied by an act of Congress. The privileges of inventors in foreign . | 
=e Jands rest upon local law, unless defined by treaty. If the injustice pointed outin | 
Buccs. . that report had been entirely removed by treaties, the provision of the law granting 
Pe a foreign trade to a patentee would be lees unjust and less instrumental in destroying 
Pha the manufacturing interest of our country. -~ eG 
ye E It is not contemplated to curtail in the slightest degree any exclusive privilege | 
pare which our law has power to guarantee, but it cannot grant an inventor an exclusive | 
BEol . market in foreign countries. The patentee is asked to yield to hisown countrymen | 
pe only the rights which are enjoyed by every other person out of the United States. His | 
Ee monopoly is within the country, not out of it, and in claiming the exclusive privilege 
pee to “ make,” he excludes his own countrymen from profiting by a foreign tradeto which 
Bs he has no special legal'right, and from which the inhabitants of no other country are. 
poe excluded. English, French, and German manufacturers have free access to the for- | 
Beh eign manger, while the approach from the American side is guarded by a well-fed mo- | 
oi nopolist, who will neither compete for the trade himself nor allow his fellow-citizens | 
BEST to compete for it. If the patentee foregoes his royalty on exports, he has neither inter- 
poe est in nor benefit from the foreign trade; if he exacts it he handicaps American com- 

are petition; and from a national point of view the wisdom of permitting a short-lived 
Boas. monopoly to strangle a permanent and profitable industry would equal that which 
beer would kill the goose which laid a golden egg. The interest which a patentee has in 
Be _ , the export trade is generally remote; the interest which a nation has is immediate, 
Boge and ought to be promptly secured. oe | 
Bi Patents are sometimes granted for improvéments which, even under a just law, 
Bo could not be patented abroad, for it by no means follows that an invention is really 
Bike new because a man swears it is newto him. Asystem which bad been in constantand | 
oR _ general use for generations might be patented; the question is not whether it hasbeen 
Boe known abroad, but whether a description has been published, and at this time anti- | 
peo‘. quarian literature is being ransacked for the published description of a processre- 
BE cently patented in America, which is alleged to have been in common use in Europe | 
2 _ forover half acentury. Cg . / | 

ee __ It may be said that if the right to manufacture for the foreign trade were allowed, 
Boose it might lead to a violation of the exclusive right to use and vend within the United 
pe States. For certain sewing-machines heretofore manufactured, only one-third the roy- 
par, alty was demanded by patentees when the machines were exported, compared with the 
Pa _ royalty paid on those for domestic use. This proves that it is possible to distinguish 
Po between the two, and the law can certainly provide such safeguards as may be neces- | 
Eee _ sary for the full protection of domestic rights. without destroying the rights which all 
po _ Americans have in the foreign trade. = = = 
Be Under the law as it now stands, a foreigner who has no intention of manufacturing | 
Poe - in our country, may nevertheless obtain a patent there in order to prevent American 
Bee competition in other countries. Upon what theory can that be defended? cops | 
Bee _ The importance of the principle involved justifies the length of this report, and the _| 
aa _ conclusion is submitted with diffidence. All the authorities.on patent law attainable | 
Re here have been carefully examined, but no distinction has been found between making | 
EEE for export or for domestic use. Europeans are divided in opinion as to the policy of 

ae having any patent laws, and in those countries where they have not been totally abol- —, 
Be _ ished they are so framed and administered as to be of little practical use to a non-resi- | 
Bee - dent; but in the discussions which have taken place it has not been observed that this. | 

| an - principle has entered into the argument. Ina recent publication now at hand, the | 
| history of property in inventions, and the principles upon which patent laws are based, | 
oa. are clearly stated, and the American system, its principles and effects. ably supported;. | 
SS but there is nothing in it to indicate that the attention of its author had been ever | 
BB - called to the effect which our patent law has upon our. foreign trade. Though unable | 
Be to cite authority to support the proposition to strike out the word “make” from our 

a : patent law, it is not known to have ever been condemned by authority. Even if it 
Be had never been thought of or discussed, it would not prove and ought not to raise a 
Pee - presumption that it is not worthy of discussion. It is the fundamental principle of | 
Soe patent laws that it is possible to discover and disclose new and useful improve- | 

5 . Sd . : , i
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yg - ments, and the principle applies with equal force when the improvement. proposed is: ee eg 
f _ in the patent law itself. If the supremacy,to which our country is entitled in the man- Ce oe 
| ufacture of- certain kinds of machinery has been destroyed or impaired by one unad-- —~ 2 Se 
| vised word ina statute;it is important that the fact should be generally known. That Oe 
; this word might produce such an effect will hardly be thought extraordinary when we ae 

i ‘consider that it consigns the international contest to the custody of individuals in no- oe 
7 position to prosecute it with vigor and. according to sound commercial principles; and Ue oS 

|. debars all others from voice or interest in it. oe . | a er 
.... To recapitulate, it has been attempted to show— a ee 

i 1st. That certain manufactures, which can be conducted more skillfully and cheaper = 
|. in the United States than elsewhere, are being driven to foreign lands, to thedisad- se 4 
| vantage of manufacturers and consumers. _ Pe ace, | I 
i; 2d. That the industries of our country have suffered in consequence, and are likely 7s 
7 . tosuffer in future to an extent beyond calculation. | | a Co eB 

; 3d. That this national misfortune is to be attributed to a single word in the patent i 

{ law; a word which prohibits our people from exerting their natural energy and enter-- @ 378 
| _ prise, and enables any citizen or any. foreigner to interpose an arbitrary veto on a. ee 

} branch of our foreign trade; a word which is unnecessary to accomplish theend at 2 4s 

i which the law aims or could justly aim; a word which establishes a dog-in-the- 2s. fy) 

; - manger-system, preventing the prosperity of others in order to. give a privilege to | 
i those who are not able to enjoy it or who use it.to a very limited extent. ee 
i . 4th. That the word “make” ought to be stricken out of section 4884 ofthe United 
1 States Revised Statutes, and that patents ought to be granted for an exclusive right = . - co 
; _ to.use and vend for use in the United States and the Territories thereof. ree 

: _ 5th. That-this change would not impair the right of patentees to tax the inhabitants 
i of the United States who use their inventions, but would remove a restriction on for- sy 
| eign trade which prevents our citizens from prosecuting industries within the country == 
i which might be maintained there to the advantage of the whole world. Co 
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No. 308.| UNITED STATES CONSULATE, 2 
eee Trieste, November 10, 1877. (Received December 20.) es 

| Sim: Referring to the circular of the Department of State,“Sep- = 
| arate,” August, 1877, on the subject of augmenting trade between the 9 «4 

| United States and foreign nations, I have the honor to state that, al- SO 

| - though the topic has for several years frequently engaged my attention, aad 

| - [have never felt less able to report upon it satisfactorily, atleasttomy- 
| self, than now. It is no small gratification to me, who have for forty © 
| years earnestly advocated the cause of protection to Americanindustry, = & 
| to find this policy at last triumphantly vindicated in an official announce-- oe 

ment by the Department of State, that the United States “‘areinacon- = ss 
dition to supply cheaply and easily many * * * manufactured =... | 

| articles suitable to the wants of fhe different countries”; and to findin = 
| English newspapers at the same time such singular confirmation ofthe 

fact as the following short citations from the report of a speech by Sir Os 

- Stafford Northcote, present: = | CE ee oe 
~The most marvelous aspect of the economical problem is, that free-trade principles, bass 

the soundness of which has been indubitably demonstrated by practical experience in ~ ee 
_ this country [England] for thirty years, should still be obstinately resisted by nearly — ee 

| all other civilized communities to their own probable detriment, with a degree of per- eee 
+ -verseness utterly incomprehensible in a nation transcendently distinguished for indus- Oe Ng 

trial and commercial enterprise. The people of tho United States still appear to cherish es 
for the most part the suicidal illusion that they are enriched in proportion as they = oe 

_ place fiscal obstructions in the way of foreign manufactures entering their ports, pro. aS 
| vided it is in their power to match them by the products of national labor even at a Son Gee Sa 

higher cost. * * *. American calicoes are reported to meet with increasing accept- Sas 
_ ance in Manchester. The saws and cutlery of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh are some?
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Br: times preferred to similar. manufactures produced in Sheffield.. The machine-made. \ 
Re _ watches of Waltham threaten to supplant the solid horologic workmanship of Coventry. >. ° 
Bowens Leather from the United States evokes from:the.tanners of Bermondsey the confession. _ , 
Bo ~~ that they are no longer able to sell the same material of a certain quality against the 
ba transatlantic product. Agricultural implements bearing the trade-mark of aNew York. 
Be . ,. company are to be found exposed for sale in English hard ware-shops. 2 Ee 

pe. <~——sn thus eonclusively proving by instances and examples the wisdom | 
bev. and success of a policy which he has just exhausted his vocabulary in — 
bere >.  . abusing, the orator gives -us the finest. specimen of the “ logically incon- 
poo ggruous” that [ know. At first view it would seem that if we can com- | 
eee. . pete with England on her own soil in such important articles of manu- | 
Re. . - facture, we certainly can do so elsewhere; but in this consular district, | 
fel for which alone I am required to speak, this does not follow. ‘Time; dis- | 
Pere tance; communication, direct, regular, frequent; channels of trade long. 
Ree, 6. established ; mercantile connections of old date; preoccupation of the 
pee market, and perhaps still other elements of success, are all against us. | 
Bt Even for the foreign trade of by far the greater part of the Austro- 
Feo... Hungarian Empire, Trieste and Fiume cannot compete with Bremen 

oe and Hamburg, as a glance at their position on a globe will show. me 
Bi _ A few articles of large bulk, such as can bear shipment in sailing-ves- 
Rec Sels—resin, petroleum, tobacco—come, and will continue to come here; 
pes and enterprising merchants, who have been in the United States or who 
pec have special means of knowing our productions, are and will continue | 

ee to be on the watch for any manufacture that can be profitably sold, in 
poss Spite of the advantages possessed by English and continental compet- 
Ee —-— . itors. That foreign manufactures in great variety and considerable value 
f.. __ find sale here, the annual commercial tables of the port show; they show, | 
BP gh also, how small in number and value are those produced in the United ' 
Peo «States. Swift’s Laputans obtained water-power by pumping the river) | 
ena to the top of the mountain, and their mills were a success so long ascap- 
Be ital for the pumping lasted. Any effort to conquer and control the | 
ese. Trieste market perforce, by stocking it with United States products, — | 
pees Would be, in my opinion, doing business on Laputan principles. I pre- .. | 
ese sume that no such project is entertained. IRfit be, thereisanother point | 
pee. otto be considered. OC | 
Reo | The foreboding expressed in this correspondence (Commercial Rela- — | 
Be tions, 1865, page 352), sevéral years since, that Trieste, for reasons there 
Reo stated, might soon be without a ‘commercial back country,” appears 
Bake . to have been but too well grounded; and, if my observations and the 
Be eoneurrent testimony of merchants, with whom I have conversed, be ! 
Be trustworthy, this place is rapidly losing its. comparative position as an | 
ee". emporium, and declining to the condition of a port of transshipment. | 
Bao S|) The great development of telegraphic, postal, and railroad systems, and 
KE --- of English, French, Italian, and Austrian lines of steamships, has pro- 
Es. ~~ duced the natural result of bringing producer and consumer into closer 
res Csoreilations, and many a Trieste ‘‘ middleman” finds his occupation going, if = | 
Ee. ~~ not gonealready. : Fo _ Sd 
ee’. The merchant of the Orient and the manufacturer of Europeare ceas- | 
B< - _ ing to purchase—the one, fabrics, the other, raw materials—in Trieste; 
fe  .> ~__ both go tothe source, and the merchant here sees nothing ofthe merchan- | 

~~. dise but its transshipment at the wharf. Under these circumstances it 
Pe. .  ~would be Laputan policy for the United States manufacturer to store 
Es-. -.- goods here in the hope of occasionally intercepting an order from the | 
Bo Levant; and the local market is decidedly too insignificant to induce | 
fs him to take any suchrisk. But, provided one great disadvantage under 
Ee.) © which we labor could be removed, I have long believed Trieste might be 
Fox. made of great value to us in opening a trade with the Orient, especially :



in the products of the loom and the anvil, perhaps even the fabri¢sof =... 
wood and leather, pe BE OE Ca 

A merchant. of Cairo, for instance, telegraphs an order to Germany 
-. for cottons or woolens. In twelve or fifteen days his goods can bein >. #4 

his warehouse. If the order be to England, it makes but some ten days’) «= 
difference, with probably some saving in expense of freight, inasmuch Cr aa 
as the steamship is cheaper than the steam-car, and there is no trans. = t 

-  ghipment at Trieste or elsewhere. If to the United States, the merchant =). 
must wait the slow motions of a sailing-vessel—sixty toeighty days—or = 2 4 

_ transship at some English port. When the United Statescan removeor  -- 
overcome this difficulty, or can produce fabrics of such quality and prices of 
as to counterbalance it, it. will only be necessary to make them known, 

| . in order to begin, at. least, a commerce, which in time may prove suc- | OE 
- cessful in spite of all the other impediments enumerated above. Since = 9 <> 

the submarine telegraph has placed England and the United States . °°). 6,24 
practically on equal terms as to the time needed for the receiptoforders ==. 4 J 

_ from the Levant, it would certainly seem possible to devise somesmeans s,s 
-’ of delivering our merchandise there with sufficient promptness and = ss 8 

economy to secure a profitable trade. Possibly the time hascomewhen ©. 24 
the late Austrian Consul-General Loosey’s favorite project of a line of uty 
steamers from New York to Trieste, touching at intermediate ports, =. 

- might succeed, a problem on which I am not prepared to express an) 4 
-- opinion, but which perhaps may be worth solving by experiment. .At 0. =") 

all events, with such a line Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylva- - eos 
nia could fill an order from Alexandria or Smyrna within so few days of 0 e4 

_. the time in which England could do it, that it could make no essential = .. oy . 
» difference to the purchaser, 

The markets of this.conSular district may safely be left to private: og 
-. enterprise; for the desire of gain brings the trader to a far keener ine 20 

- sight into local commercial matters than any consul can possess. Bot =e 
there is another aspect of the question: “Of methods by which trade ee 

_. with the United States can be most judiciously fostered at or through 4 
this port.” eS 
Notwithstanding the fact that the completion of certain lines of rail- oo eps 

, road in Italy and the establishment of divers new Oriental lines of 0 2 3.0% 
- - steamships from other ports, have greatly reduced the passenger traffic = 6/4 

at Trieste, still this port is the one in this part of the world where mer- 7) 
chants of the Levant at ‘certain seasons of the year most do congregate; | 
itis that from which the most frequent and regular communication by ©. ..: * 

_ Steam and sail with the Orient exists; it is that which, since thede- = ss 
cline of Venice, has had and still has the largest and closest commercial ~ © 74 

_ relations with Levantine ports; that from which their markets can,on = 
_. the whole, be most easily and effectually influenced, and must. continue 9 3 

0, so long as it remains a free port. Trieste, then, is the point from = | «<4 
. which a knowledge of the manufactures of the United States can most ss 

readily and widely be spread throughout all the countries bordering the = 
eastern Mediterranean. And this could be effected by-an exhibition = = 4 

.« here of a collection of the products of the United States, especially ef = 2 
articles of common demand and utility from our factories and work. 4 #/e 

' ghops. I have said “ exhibition”—a huge “ sample-warehouse” would | 3 3): 
‘pe the betterterm, © sae 
-. Such a project could meet no custom-house impediments, while the = =). 4] 

. Jocal authorities, I have reason to think, would highly favor it. If the ee 
_ United States take part-in the Paris Exhibition, at itsclose why should =, 

not those classes of. articles in which our manufacturers can rival those ss 
of England and the Continent be transferred hither?. The effects of ©. 04
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| our failure at Vienna, on public opinion in this partof the world, might 
icc. ”S~™”~s«sthus be remedied. oo Bag Toy | a | 
Foo The advantages of such a sample-warehouse, kept open one or two 
t..° .. years under the auspices of the government or of the chambers of 
=~. eommerce of the United States, are too obvious to require enumeration, —_ 
ft. —-—s and, it would seem, would.soon create a demand for the productions of — 
po our industry and skill, which would amply repay the comparatively = 
i... small expense to be incurred. At all events it-would yield the Oriental = 

a7". ~~ merchant an opportunity to compare our cottons, woolens, tools, fabrics 
| ne of iron, wood, and leather, &c., with those of Europe on the shelves of — 
Pop. the neighboring warehouses, both in price and quality, and.furnish 
1... him the useful basis for deciding whether to telegraph his orders to. | 
L<- Europe or across the Atlantic. oe ey : 
be The idea of such an exhibition has. been so long before my mind, as : 
it~ -~~—soto appear to me no longer Quixotic or Laputan; on the contrary,.both 
io rational and feasible; and should the United StatesGovernment appoint 
boo commissioners to the Paris Exhibition, I should hope tosee one or more | 
bo of them quietly examining the project on the spot. oe | 
be In this hope, Lremain, &c., So | | 
be . ALEXANDER W. THAYER, 
Peo | Oe a Consul. 

Po No. 6. - | | - 

be Mr. Phelps to Mr. Seward. , : 

an No. 5.] | - UNITED STATES CONSULATE, oo 
too | Prague, November 15, 1877.. (Received December 20.) 

po Sir: In answer to your circular of August 7, I have the honor to re- 
| port that I am of opinion that the commercial relations between the | 

fo United States and Bohemia can be largely developed. | 
ft: - The greatest obstacle to this, hitherto existing, has been the want | 
E.-.- of direct communication between the merchants and manufacturers of 
Poo. America and those of Bohemia. > — | 
Po _ Americans have allowed English and German merchants to be the | 
‘ee organs of intercommunication, thus causing a loss of time and money. | 
| ae There is a large market here for many of the patented articles of ma- | 
Be chinery and agricultural implements and tools, made in America by | 
| oe machinery, and made here by hand. | 
Beco Bohemia is largely an agricultural country, and. has been greatly de- 
fee pendent for tools on England, which has had but little competition... | 

PE American pianos and organs would find a larger sale here if the manu- | 
i - facturers were properly represented. In some places cottage-organs | 
roo have been introduced with success into country churches. rn | 
f°. Mineral oil.—The consumption of petroleum is large and constantly 
bes increasing. It is sold to this country mainly by housesin Hamburg, | 

Bremen, and Antwerp. It has already supplanted the petroleum of — | 
be. Gallicia, in Poland, which was formerly used, and its sale could be in- | 
Oe definitely increased. er coe 7 
Pe Resin, brought from America to Hamburg and Bremen as ballast in | 
eo sailing-vessels, is used in considerable quantities by manufacturers. | | 
boo _ _ Tallow and lard are much consumed by manufacturers. — | 
feo | Grass-seed.—The Poa pratensis is sold in the largest quantity. | 
Poe But, as I have remarked, the sale of American produce and manufac- |



- tures would be largely increased in all its bran ches if agents were here 
- to meet purchasers in person. whey Vg | | Oe le 

| - The preceding remarks regarding the intervention of. third parties is — - ee 

equally applicable under this head.» The raw products of Bohemia, =~ we 

~ sneh as tale, graphite, red-clay, goat skins, and the manufactures of ee # 

' glass, porcelain, garnets, woolen cloths, laces, and toys, would be 

greatly cheapened to the United States if obtained directly from Bohe- 
: mia. ~ | | . | a wee SRN 

-.-_Ttis proper to add that some of the most elegant and costly far- 0... 

- niture sold in London is made in Prague, some specimens of which LT _ Foe 

have recently examined. The ingenuity and beauty of the designsis sf 

.. largely owing to industrial schools and academies of art. | Sh 

se Tam, &e, -.  -GOHARLES A. PHELPS, =e 

ae NTE 

oe Mr. Hinds to Mr.. Hvarts. - | ae 

Mo No. 101.] CONSULATE-GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, = a ? 
Rio de Janeiro, October 6, 1877. (Received November 2.) el sl 

_ $e: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of your © 0s 
-- separate instructions to the diplomatic and consular officers of the _ ea 

United States, under date of 18th July, inviting my attention tothe = 

_ faet that it is believed that the period has arrived when it would be wise aM 

for all the nations of this continent to consider more carefully thanhere- J 
© toforehow they may best enlarge their trade with each other,and instruct- 0s 

ing them to devote their attention to such methods by which trade with a 

| the United States can be most judiciously fostered. Inreply,I beg to © | 
most respectfully state that, after a residence of almost six years at.) 0 

this capital, during which time I have carefully studied the commercial — odd 
relations between the United States and this empire, I have become ~ a a ag 
thoroughly satisfied that with more extended facilities inthe way of 
transportation, and with a careful and systematic dissemination of =| = 
knowledge as to the commercial demands of this country, our com- * oh 

- merce with it ought to, and would, in my opinion, be largely increased. 
. At an early future, I hope (in pursuance of my instructions) tobeableto J 

lay before your Department a more extensive report upon this subject oS 

than I have hitherto been able to give, which, if it should result in di- Oe 
. reeting our factors, merchants, and producers to a more careful consid- 

eration of the inducements offered in this vast empire, will haveac- 9.005 

-. complisheditsend. © De 
Tam, &e, JOSEPH M. HINDS, = = ss 

pc ee ee a OE — Consul-Generale 

oe ee oO Mr. Upton to Mr. Evarts. oo ea 

— No] +s UTED STATES CONSULATE, ae 
hee Rio Grande do Sul, September 23,1877. (Received Nov.2.) 0 8 
-. Sig: I have the honor to report that the cireular marked “Separate” 

bearing date July 13 last past, signed by the Hon. William M. Evarts, oo 
7 2FRA. | : | | - me ERE 8 ee
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tr Secretary of State, addressed to Charles E. Merry, esq., United States ! 
7. ~~ consul at Rio Grande do Sul, has been received in this consulate. ~~ 
¢-~—s~<“<i«é‘éMr« Merry is nc: lett: returned too this port, nor do I think he will for. 
1 some time. * * * TI shall, therefore, with the least possible delay, 
i’ ~——-s after my general report, as exacted by the consular regulations, article 
i. > ~~ 24, make a separate and. special transmission in relation thereto, and to 7 

os ._ this end have already commenced gathering data, coupled with an ex- | 
an perience of thirty years in this place; and I think I can give advisedly | 
c- the information, so far as this province is concerned, to the patriotic note | 
1... of the honorable Secretary of State. —— - | : OO 

i . Tam, &e., | a : GEORGE F. UPTON, | : 
ee | | | oe Vice-Consul. | 

po CENTRAL AMERICA. oo | 
ia | oe . | No. 9. : | 

to. | Mr. Williamson to Mr, Evarts. | | | 

a No. 693.] | LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES sis 
Po | | _ IN CENTRAL AMERICA, © | 
fo Guatemala, September 24, 1877. (Received November 10.) _ | 
fo. Sir: Referring to your separate circular dated July 16,1877, have 
oan _ now the honor to make the following report in reply thereto: | 
te _ You will please allow me to remark, by way of preface, that the cir- — | 
io. cular is a recognition of the patent fact that one of the most important = 
bo duties of American statesmanship is to bring into operation all legiti- | 

mate means and agencies to secure to the United: States a fair share of | 
= the trade of our neighbors in this hemisphere. | : | 
a _ According to the latest statistics, the foreign commerce of the coun- | 
~~. tries lying south of the United States, on the American continent, may | 
i be nearly estimated to be, at the present time, $520,000,000 in value, a | 
po - sum nearly equal to one-half of the whole foreign commerce of the | 
Po United States. | ( Fo _ | 
co — Of the $112,350,000 of ous commerce with the states south of us on this | 
fe hemisphere, probably not more than one-third consists in our domestic | 
p exports to them; for example, according to the Bureau of Statistics, the 
j United States received, in 1876, from Brazil, Argentine Republic, Uru- 
to guay, and Venezuela, $56,736,176 of imports, and sent those states only | 
+. - $18,322,809 domestic exports. During the same year, and according to | 

the same authority, we received from Mexico $12,505,753 in imports, and 
; sent to that state $4,706,778. The balance of trade, therefore, appears _ 
to _ to be largely against us, and if the old rule be true (as I believe) in | 
po political as well as private economy, that he who sells more of his pro- 
to. duce to his neighbors than he buys of theirs makes more profits out of” | 
i them than they out of him, the states south of us are deriving a much | 
A larger profit from the United States than the United States are deriving 
io : from them. It is lamentable to nofe, in this connection, that we only — | 
t carry in our own bottoms about one-third of the whole value of our 
i... . trade with the states south of us, so we are not large gainers by the | 
fo freight on the articles we receive from and send to them. This is not, 
oo _ however, true in regard to Central America, for our entire trade with r 
i ~——stb ig carried by means of our own ships. ~~ ) a



--- Phe products of our factories are fully equal, and in many classes 
_-. Superior, to those of Europe. Our breadstuffs should find aready market =.» § 

, in that vast area of this hemisphere embraced within the tropics. Our =. f 
-. proximity and a. certain sympathy arising therefrom, and from some . .. 9 

similarity of institutions, ought to give us an advantage over Kuropean  _—s 
- eompetition. Yet the United States enjoy but a fractional part of this =: 

| trade, when by energy upon the part of our merchants and manufacturers ss 
and well-directed statesmanship we might reap the benefits of nearly |. ©" @ 
the whole. With our superior civilization and more persistent energy =... -§ 

*. weought to become the manufacturers for the peoples southof us. With § «= § 
our immense extent of sea, lake, and river coast, and our great supplies. — ss 

, of iron, coal, and timber, we ought, it would seem, to be able tosupply =f 
: sailors and vessels to do all the carrying-trade between them and the |= «4 

United States. | Ea a ee rene 
-.. I do not aspire to take a conspicuous part in the solution of this great’). 

problem, and shall be content if the following report may containsome =. 
useful hints on this most interesting subject, so far as it isconnected = = =f 
with the states of Central America. By reference to my No. 40, dated ===. § 
October 16, 1873, and the circular-letter therewith sent, you will observe ==... 

-. that immediately after entering upon the discharge of my duties I be- ee 
' gan to devote myself to the study of this subject in its relations to the =, 

° Central American States, and my dispatches from time to time since. = 
- have contained various suggestions in connection therewith. Notwith- = 8 °~ | 
_. gtanding I feel my inability to make such an exhaustive report as would =.) 
-- be fally responsive to the scope of inquiry embraced in your circular of >. *. 

‘the 16th July, I shall give you such information.as I have gatheredand 
express such opinions as may appear pertinent. — ee 
1. My. experience here in collecting information upon commercialand —-. -. 

_ financial subjects confirms the opinion expressed in my No. 40,and sub- = 
| sequent dispatches, of the necessity of a reorganization of our consular — eg 

_ gervice in Central America as a first step toward facilitating the acqui- eae 
sition of information that may lead to the removal of some of theob- =. 
 gtacles to our obtaining a larger share of the trade of these States. If  ©= =! 

- a consul-generalship were created, the gentleman filling that position. EE 
_ . would be entitled to require of consular officers reports upon thecom- =. 

| merce of their respective localities, which those officers are not bound == 
| to give in response to the inquiries of a minister who has no directlegal - . 94 

authority overthem.. > | oo Se 

' ‘Without intending to reflect upon the members of ourconsular service = 
_ in Central America (some of whom are very efficient), [beg leave to say as 

_. that it has been most difficult for me to get consular officers to procure © + J 
even the official, commercial, and financial reports published by the gov- © Pee 
ernments of the countries in which they reside. It may be added that = ~~ 
although I am in correspondence with all of them of every grade,I[ have = =; 
never bad the good fortune in a single instance to receive from any of . ©. § 

° them a copy of a commercial report. This statement is not made with |. 
-a view of censuring them, for it is no part of their duty to make such |. 
reports to a minister. If they had an intelligent chief, either by the = |. 
creation of the office. of consul-general or by superadding that office to = ==. 

| that of the minister, as I have several times had the honor to suggest, 99° 
. « the consular officers would be obliged to make their reports to him,and =~ | 

- could be required to give detailed and special information on commercial = | 
subjects. ee | | a 

_ _. Perhaps the consular officers in these States make their reportstothe © ~~ 
| Department as regularly as those in other quarters, but it has been mor- 
_'  tifying to me to witness that so few of them have furnished information = | |
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fe _ thought worthy of publication with the annual Report of the Secretary — 
je --... on the subject of commercial relations. =. - OI 
j. > .. . Possibly I attach too much importance to the necessity of a reorgan- - 
tf» >. ization of our consular service, yet, entertaining the opinionsI do,it 
i... would be remissness on my part to fail in giving them expression upon : 
ts replying to your circular. | - | os 
i: . 2. There is no doubt in my mind but that our merchants and manufac. . 
qe. _ turers have, owing to our high tariff and the great commercial prosperity 
i... of the United States until within the last few years, found such profita- 

me ble markets at home that they have not thought it worth while to trou- — 
Peo ble themselves to study the tastes and habits of our Central American. 
goo neighbors. Taking the “newspaper-man” as ai exponent of intelli, 
yoo gence, one might say there is a lamentable ignorance prevailing in our 
1 | country as to what is the geographical position of these countries; for. | 

items of news from Guatemala, Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and 
ae Costa Rica have been often seen in some of our leading newspapers under «© 

Por _ the caption of “ South America.” Mr. Stephens’s and Mr. Squier’s 
po most interesting books have seemed to create an impression that these ~— | 
ol States are more fitting for the explorations of seekers after American . | 
| ae _ antiquities than for the more practical pursuits of the ** commercial | 
CO traveler.” Socially and politically these populations may be nearly ! 
fo stagnant, but their increased volume of foreign commerce indicates that 
be _ agriculturally and commercially they are moving onward. oo ! 
fo Without apparently an effort upon the part of our countrymen, and. | 
Poe. in the face of some disadvantages which are hereafter pointed out, our | 
poe trade with Central America increased from $943,654, in 1864, to nearly = 
to six millions in 1874, according to my commercial report accompanying —, 
ie dispatch No. 407. There has been a considerable falling off in the vol- | 
bo ume of our trade with them since that year. This result hasbeen due, 

ae in my judgment, mainly to the enterprise of German and French mer: 
Bo chants and manufacturers, and to the lack of interest in these countries 
foo felt by our traders; for the commercial statistics in respect to Brazil, | 
i: °- ~~ ‘Mexico, Chili, and Peru show that wherever American merchants and | 
fF... ~~‘ manufacturers have taken the trouble to seek trade in Spanish America, . | 
foe. - they have always been rewarded by partial if not complete success, | | 
| ae From these remarks it will be seen that. in my opinion, and accord- | 
| ing to my observations, the fields of commerce in Central America have | 
be not been cultivated by our commercial people, and that theemployment —=_—| 
i ' of more enterprise in this quarter is likely to. yield a satisfactory har- | 
i ==~——s vest. They may become the harvesters and cease to be the gleaners 
Poo _ notwithstanding the obstacles hereatter mentioned. : | | 
;..-——“iés« Ss Ut might: be supposed from our having so little commerce with Cen- | 
7 tral America,-and Great Britain so much, that the latter country has 
po more commercial men residing here than the United States. Sucha = | 
an __ Suppositiov would be incorrect. There are more American than British 
i - ~~ merchants in these States, and more German than of any other nation- - | 
i. ality. The Germans are, in fact, in charge of the principal commercial —. | 
fe establishments in every one of these States. Although they export to | 
t _. and import from other countries more largely perhaps than they doto | 
Po and from Germany, they derive a much larger share of the profits than | 
tf. . their correspondents, and Germany is therefore profiting, in my judg- | 
i ment, more by the Central American trade than any other country. ! 
Pong _ The system pursued by the German merchants in these countries ap- 
to pears to be an. admirable one. I cannot pretend to give you the whole 
| ae of the system but only one important feature of it. -As a clerk shows 
bo himself competent to. manage business he is gradually promoted in pay,
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- until he becomes a partner with a small share of the profits. When his =. g 
fitness to take charge of the business is pretty clearly established hisin- ==. 4 

_ terest is increased, and the elder partners retire to Europe, leaving to =... 
the new partner the local management. Three of the largest commer- ss J 

'- gial establishments in Central America are now conducted by Germans. J 
who were clerks.at very small salaries less than fifteen yearsago. 
The Germans and not the British, in my judgment, are our. real com-) ff 

___ petitors forthe trade of the whole of Spanish America. The practicalcom-. 7. 
+ mercial.training. of their young men gives them an immense advantage ds 

- overus. The facility of the German in-acquiring languagesisinunhappy "ff 
- Gontrast with our heretofore notorious national deficiency in speaking for- == J 
. eign tongues, and is an advantage not to be gainsaid. Thelowinter- +2, 

est upon money in Germany is another advantage, and the readiness ss 
with which the wealthy Germans give credit or intrust money to their) ss 

-. enterprising young men of good character and fair training gives Ger- = 
- mans opportunities of doing business in Spanish America which few of vs. 

_- our young countrymen could expect to obtain. | a 
-_- -Returning to the subject of the Spanish language, I would unhesitat- =. | 

| ingly recommend that its study be encouraged in all our schools (and =. 
| especially commercial) in preference to French or German. The best = =. ~§ 
|. &gpenings,” as they are called, for our young men in commerce,en- | . 

gineering, dentistry, and medicine are in Spanish America, but without == 74 
| - a knowledge of the Spanish language it will be most difficult for prog: = 4 

ress to be made. To know how to write and speak that language = 
- fluently is the best passport and recommendation a young manecan have sw 

| . among Central Americans. All his letters will be of little service unless" 
| he speaks “the idiom.” If he happily speaks that well, he receivesa  .. | 
| degree of marked attention from the natives that would surprise bim, =»: 
| In truth, if we are to have a continental policy, commercially or other- ss) 
| . wise, we must know more of our Spanish American neighbors,and above 

» all know. their language. It is easy of acquisition and beautiful in =... 
— gonstruction. , | | | Sp TG 

4, But when our consular service in Central America is better or- 0 
- ganized; when our merchants and manufacturers use greater energyin . ood 

endeavoring to secure a fair share of its trade; when German competi- . — ag 
| . tion is less to be feared because our young men have become equally 
| — well-trained and are trusted with credit and money as the young Ger- a 
| man, still there may be difficulties of detail to be removed. TheseI ©. 3 
|. shall now attempt to mention briefly under one heading. = 
| The statements are made partly upon the authority of reliable mer- 

| chants, and partly as the results of my own observations and-experience. 
-- Insurance from New-York to Central American ports is 2percent.; 9° = 3. 

that from European ports 1 per cent.. Commissions in New York for, 9. 
buying and selling are 5 per cent., and in Europe 24 percent. Interest =. 

|. in New York and San Francis¢éo is higher than in Europe, and credits | oe 
| for goods and for money are ‘shorter. American packing is notoriously = 
-. bad, and European packing is most artistically done, with the inteli- 2 0 

gent. view of diminishing bulk and securing the ‘safe delivery of the =. °. 
| _ article packed. — OO eg Dee ; 7 ee he 
| - Why commissions should be so much higher in the United Statesthan. =. y 

i. in Europe bas never been satisfactorily explained, nor have I been able  - > 
—. to understand why our packing should be almost uniformly worse than | oa 

1. English or French. I will give some hints on this subject, which isso ee 
. important when it is considered that the goods received in Central . - ©: 

| America have to pay very high freights and are subject to the roughest ss 

handling
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| Packages should never be large. They. should be as securely put up: 
+ =. as possible. The smallest waste in space should be avoided if possible. 7 
t. . . Cotton goods should be subjected to hydraulic or steam pressure, and = 
t - then be wrapped in coarse blankets, coverlets, &c. (which pay no duty | 
}. . if used as packing), water-proof material, and bagging. I have often 
i -°-. — - been shown American cotton goods, that have been damaged by water, 
to but have never yet seen a single instance of a like kind resulting from : 
te Kuropean packing. “The charge for packing in the United States is much : 
ia higher than in Kurope, and I must say from my own personal experience 
Po that it nearly deserves the bad name it has in these'States. Ithink, = | 
to however, we are improving in the art of packing. . DC 

qo, As I have not had the good fortune to have a commercial training, I : 
bo express myself with reluctance upon some parts of this subject, and par- 
fo ticularly on the following: | | ee 
+ ~——-,-—s The advertisements and circulars and price-lists of our countrymen © 
te lack that precise explicitness in respect to details which is found particu- : 
oa larly in English and French papers of a similar kind. In house-furnish- | ( 
to ing and in making purchases of dry goods, groceries, &c., for domestit 
+ ——s use, (in which I have had. some experience), I beg to say have been 
to mortified at the difference between the leading New York dry-goods | 

OS store and a leading London dry-goods shop, between the leading New | 

t York house-furnishing and a London honuse-furnishing shop, between | 
i. the leading San Francisco dealers in canned goods and an English shop | 
oe dealing in the same class of goods, between a leading New York clothier 
Po anda respectable tailor of- Paris or London, not only in the matter of | 
re prices, but in the complete and full responses to inquiries one gets from ! 
bo _ the European market, and the hurriedly-written, incomplete, and often = 
bE impatient replies from my countrymen. - As a general rule, the English 
fo and French circulars, illustrated catalogues, and other forms of advertis- 
to ing are models of thorough exactness and minuteness of details,andare 
i worthy of closer imitation by our manufacturers and merchants who | 
i. have attempted to follow their lead. ssi oy | 

‘oe 8, It will be seen from the following statement of freights that San | 

Lo Francisco enjoys, in respect to them, a great advantage over any Amer- | 
boo _ jean or European city, but that New York, notwithstanding her prox- 
to imity has scarcely an appreciable advantage over London, Havre, 
boo Southampton, and Hamburg. The rates given are for staple articles, 
Po such as coffee, and average goods exported and imported to and from “| 
boo San José de Guatemala. They have been furnished me by one of the 
foo, most respectable houses of this city. Freight by steamer from San 4 
to Francisco, to and from San José de Guatemala, is $15 per ton; New | 
i. : York, to and from same, 85 cents per cubic foot and 123 cents per pound, —s. 
i- or $34 by measurement and $32 by weight; London, to and from same, : 
Po $37.50 per ton and 5 per cent. primage from San José to London; 
Po Southampton, to and from same, $31.25 an'd 5 per cent. primage; Havre, 
to. to and from same, $36.25 and 5 per cent. primage; Hamburg, to aud 
| ss from same, $35 and 5 per e2nt. primage. By sailing-vessels from San | 
: Francisco freight to and-from San José is $8, $10, and $12 per ton, | 
Poo - depending upon charter. By sailing vessels from ports of great Britain, = 
Po France, and Germany, to San José, freight is $10, and $15 per ton back | 
fo to those ports.-_ _ ao : | . | 

bo Freights from New York may have been reduced by the Pacific Mail 
i Steamship Company to the lowest remunerative point, but I am told by 
i the head of a leading German house here that he finds it much cheaper 
bos. to buy his American goods in New York and ship them to Hamburg by | 
fo _ gail, and send thence by sail around Cape Horn to San José, than to



pay the steamer freights from New York. | He mentioned kerosene oil i oe 

particularly. | wt ea oe iad 

- As stated in my No. 588, dated March 5,1877, there are a number . |. «4 

_ of European sailing-vessels that bring and carry goods and produce to =. 
and from Central America. i ed 

6. The tariffs of the Central American States appear to be regulated 
solely with the view of raising the largest amount ofrevenue, andthere- =... ff 
fore, without regard to their effects, either upon the commerce of the . 4 
States or the convenience of their inhabitants. That of Guatemala = _ a 
affords a notable illustration of the correctness of this statement, as will . ag 
be seen from the following data, taken from the official report of July = 4 
10, 1877. That report shows that the duties collected upon the articles ss] 

_ written in the first column, whose values (as stated) are placed in the ee 

/ second colamn, were as follows: -_ | a OA 

_ os | a ee 8 | __& | Duties cole | Oa 
ne _ Names of articles. - | | | Values. | lected. a a4 

“Cotton Z00dS ..eeesceceecacsceeececctecereeseceeeesceeecesesececseeese-| $1,006,588 71 | $517,214 91 
Carriages .- 22-2. cece eee ee ee ee ee eee nee ne mens eeenemmanecceneee! | 6,239.81} 3, 798 12, ed 
Preserved meats, fruits, &0. 2.2... .ceeee ee eee cee cee eee ne eee ene een eee 39, 369 88 18, 449 43 Me 
Glass Ware .-.00. cece ee een ene eee ee eee eee e ene nee nent eee e cena ne nneees 10,785 09 | = 6,925 90 
MOGiCINGS .. 2. ceceee ence cee w cece cece ccee Cone eeeee ace ners cenenee ner eeeaes 16,957 42; 10,265 24 0 
Large Mirrors. 2.260 cence ee een ee eee ene ee cone ee enne ne teccencenaneece: - 2,806 59 1,741 88 

| BUOUR oo. cee ade cee ence ee cece ee serene caeceecceeccsemecsenseseresscee] 51,398 50 59, 273. 97 a 
BOYS . cone ewe ccc ene e ee cee n ee eee re ccce ee ceneee teeeneeemetweaneenesecemes 1,898 46 | 1,489 74 ee 

-. . Tron in bars, sheets, hoes, machetes, WC. ... 2... ee eee ce weer e eee en: 43,.569. 87 |. 52,978 59 
Perfumery ...- 500 ceccce cece cece eee cocwes cence cc cnrteeesencsensesesere| 7,312 54) | 4,148 Tho 
Printed DoOKS. ....-- cee ce ce coc ewceccene cree en setebe cn cre cer ceeceeeenees 14,384 98) 3,971 27 — ae 
Fine jewelry (prenderia fina) .......... 2. cece ee cece ene e ere cee m ee ecnces 37, 694 38 - 8,065 4200 

I 251) Kt) C110 0) - . 2,580 19 _ 2,394 63. Re ae 

PIANOS cece ee eee we cece ae cece mee cece eect eee eceenenceseleceeeeseeeceeces 5,963 83 |. ~—- 3, 582-18 Cn 
Furniture (W00deD). ...-.00- ec cence eee ee cee eee ec cee neneeecnmeen scenes! 9, 59L 76 "Tt, 639.52 ee 
Watches ...0ce seer eee cnn cee cee cence cece cet e cee cee cen nec ee nennnereneee|, 9, 318 55 1,599 73 ane 

Salt (commen) oo... 22. cece ence eee dene tence cost ence ceeeneneeceeenenees 2,037 40°| A177 22 
_- Ready-made clothing .......20. 00020. cece cece cece eee ec wee eeeecceceseees| 1,921 66) 1,407 91 ae 

.- Fancy ZOOS. 202-2 e ween nee c eee ee cee ee een nena teen ccceneeeeeen eens 31, 872 92. 16, 973. 86 . is | 

Tt will be seen from the foregoing table how obstructive to trade the 4 
. tariffs of some of these States are. You will also not failtoobservethat = 8 = 3 

the duties levied upon flour, preserved or canned meats, fruits, We. © 0 2... 

medicines, iron goods in different forms, petroleum, furniture, and. ss 
ready-made clothing, which our country has special advantages for sup-- 

- plying cheaply, are out of all reasonable proportion to articles of luxury, 
such as mirrors, toys, fine jewelry, perfumery, fancy goods, and glass. 

_-ware, that chiefly are supplied from European markets. And whenit © .. 

is considered that the merchant has to pay these high dutiesincash = =|”. 

before he can take his goods out of the custom-house, and hasto pay = 
freight at a high rate in advance, it is not difficult tosee howfewofour 
young merchants are able to engage in commerce in Central America. ES 

If, however, one should surmount those financial difficulties,he willfind = 
| that to compete with established houses he must sell his wareson long | 

time (say twelve months), and not send his bill to a customer untilitis © 
asked for. - Pe Ee 

_ [tis but just to remark that I feel perfectly confident the differencein = 
_ tariff-rates against articles imported from the United States does not = 

result from a disposition upon the part of the governments of these a 
_ states to discriminate in favor of European markets. All my influence Ps 

has been exerted to correct the difference, but my efforts have been un-  ° — | 
' successful, principally (as I believe) because of the peculiar characterof = + | 

the several governments, the want of any fixed national or financial 

policy upon their part, and their continually pressing pecuniary necessk
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Poo ties. To me it appears the only remedy is to be found in commerciay. 
gee treaties based upon the principle of reciprocity. LS Ss. | 
Poe In November, 1875 (vide my No. 457), I had the honor to transmit to 
i. ~~. the Department translations of the tariffs of all these States. Itwasa 
i° tedious and laborious work to make them, but | fear it may have proved 7 
i. ~~ unsatisfactory, as I have not heard of them since. The changes that | 
Qo have been made render them comparatively useless now. The tariff 
i. rates of Guatemala have been nearly doubled, and an export duty has 
ae been levied on coffee. The tariff of Salvador has been completely re- — - 
|... -modeled, so as to conform to that of Guatemala, according to the treaty 
to of 1876. That of Honduras has been wholly changed. That of Nicara- — 
7 gua has been changed lately by the levying of a high export duty on the 
i principal products of that country for export. The tariffof Costa Rica 
po alone remains about the same. a | 7 : : 
+ 4. Referring to that part of your circular desiring information “as to 3 
to the demand for different kinds of manufactured articles now used in the : 
SF Central American States, and whether they are of the character which 
po _it is probable the industry of the United States can supply ; also, as to | 
+. ___ the products of the Central American States in which the trade withthe 
A United States could be increased, either. by legislation or executive ac. 
en tion or by commercial enterprise,” I beg leave to say that, although I | 

‘ae _ feel my incompetence to answer satisfactorily, I shall give you, as clearly | 
as I can, the results of my observations and inquiries since coming here 

Peo in 1873. Ct So , | 
to _. A former part of this dispatch conveys the opinion that, according to / 

ae my judgment, legislative and executive action is desirable for the pur- 
f.: ——-—séxposee of reorganizing the consular service in Central America, and I have | 
a also attempted to point out how little American commercial enterprise 
to has made itself felt in this quarter. Itis easy to write of such generali- | 
‘a _ ties, but difficult without special training to'give satisfactory information —_— 
i... a8-to the kind of goods best suited to these markets, and the classofex- | 
to ‘ports from these countries in which we may increase our trade. my 
po _ Following my, perhaps, incorrect idea of political economy, it seemsto | 
i... me if we can succeed in inducing these people to make their purchases ! 
Fo principally in our markets, we may naturally expect them to shipus | 
j.° their produce in payment; for it so happens their productions are of the | 
bo kind largely consumed in the United States. Their chief product for | 
Po export is coffee, and the only other article they can ever expect to ex- | 
hs. . ~~ port largely is sugar. Cochineal and indigo are grown and exported | 
{ -._—_s Still, but the industry and capital engaged in that branch of agriculture 
to are fast finding their way into coffee estates. Cocoa is also grown ex- 
io tensively in some localities, but owing to the delicacy of the cocoa-tree = 
fo and.to its requiring low altitudes and moist climates for its profitable - | 
i... cultivation, I do not believe that product is ever likely to be grown to 
oe a sufficient extent in Central America to make its exportation an item | 
i - sof sufficient value to take note of. The present product of cocoa is | | 
ho scarcely sufficient for domestic consumption. ' We may then take the — | 
to general view of these States that they are to be considered by the states- 
ro -men of our country as agricultural—producing coffee and sugar—as non- | | 
I. manufacturing, and as non-producers, to any considerable extent, of the, 
i _ wholesome and robust food of our more temperate and favored country. 
boo Now, it so happens coffee and sugar are consumed to an immense extent : 
Roo among our thrifty people, and their consumption per capita is likely to | 
fo increase rather than diminish. ee 7 OG 
Po According to the “Sugar Planter,” we consumed in the United States, 
i. ___ in 1875, 685,352 tons of sugar, of which we imported 621,852 tons. Ac... |
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-. -eording to the Bureau of Statistics, we imported in the commercial year | 
/ 1876 sugar and molasses to the value of ($66,295,553.. 0 | ed 

. “ Our importations of coffee for consumption amount, according toa 

standard authority before me, to about three hundred millions of pounds ae 
- per.annum. The report of the Bureau of Statistics states that-in the © ny 
- gommercial year 1876 we imported coffee to the value of $56,788,997. 0. 

It appears we are the largest consumers of coffee in the world except the — 1a 

-. people of Belgium, Holland, and Denmark. Our rate of consumptionis 
| stated to.be 7.61 pounds per capita. It is worthy of note in this con. 2 

-. nection that, according to the Journal. of Commerce of San Francisco, == | 
‘out of the 9,849,913 pounds of coffeé received in that city during the 
year of 1876, Central America supplied 7,649,270 pounds. Howto get. gos 
from these States articles we consume as largely as coffee and sugar, by °. +9 

-. exporting the products of our industries instead of exporting coin,isa@ 

problem whose solution is involved in the correct answer to the first part = 

of: your inquiry already quoted.” ES 

By reference to Table No. 1, hereto attached, you will see the princi- 

pal articles that are imported into Guatemala from all countries; The ~~ eee 

game list of: principal articles of importation may be applied to allthe == 

other States, for their importations.are not dissimilar in kind. Thereis =~ oe 

-. not a single article on the list that could not be supplied by the indus- nS 

tries. of our country. But the first step toward supplying them is to | oe 

reduce commissions and insurance to the European standard, and to © 03% 

: study the habits and taste and necessities of these people. Our cotton = 5 4 

- goods are selling well among them, and the trade might be rapidly ine hoe 

-_- @reased, in my judgment, if a little more attention were paid to lengths... ——:. 
of pieces and styles of patterns of printed or colored goods. Our Sheedy 

. machinery, sewing-machines, agricultural implements, medicines, per-~ 
fumery, soap, furniture, and many other articles are highly.esteemed, 

-. and some of them are extensively imitated by our European friends; but. 
_ . when insurance and commission are double Kuropean rates,and interest. 

is higher, and credit is shorter, and packing is more costly and more = 
imperfect, we cannot reasonably expect to be patronized if our goods =. 
are not much cheaper than those of other countries offering equalcom- =. 

‘mercial facilities at less expense. _ , | ee 

_. There are many articles consumed in these countries which might be 
-. manufactured by our countrymen and supplied at good profits, butto 

enumerate them in detail would be too tedious, and I shall only say that © 

_. ‘it seems to me we ought to be able to supply these people ina few years 3 
with nearly every article that is made of cotton, or into whose manu. =. 
facture that staple largely enters. The same remark is applicableto == > | 
furniture, machinery, agricultural implements, pumps of different kinds, == 
and other products of our iron industries. As it would consume too =! 

- much of your time for. me to go into details on this branch of the sub- ws 
ject, I will say that I shall be happy to answer questions our merchants = 

' and manufacturers may address me, or put them in correspondence with ©), 
reliable houses here that are strongly inclined to cultivate trade rela~ 

tions with the United States. ner 
- _ .8, The tables annexed, numbered from 1 to 11, have been prepared =. 

with great care, and I hope are correct. It is with pain that I notice ne 
that my sum total of our trade with Central America differs so widely ©... 

_ from that given by so high an authority as the Bureau of Statistics. .— ed 
_. By my report our total direct trade with Central America for last year 
—, is $4,678,708.86. If to this. be added the indirect trade given by the 

- Bureau of Statistics, $300,494, we shall have a total of direct andindi- —- -, 
rect. trade amounting to $4,989,202.86. The total reported by the ey
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Po Bureau of Statistics for the year ending the 30th June, 1876, is $2,897,891. 
7. . Without disputing the correctness of that Statement, [ present you the = 
aaa data upon which mine has béen made up. It is to be observed thatthe _ a 
i - _ periods covered by the report of the bureau and by my report are not. | 
i. identical. That of the former is for the year ending 30th J une, 1876. | 
:- —s My report for Guatemala and Salvador covers the calendar year 1876; 
i. _ that of Honduras is for the year ending 30th June, 1876; that of Nica- 
i: .__-—s ragua is for the year ending 30th September, 1876, and that of Costa © — 
oo _ Rica is for the year ending 30th April, 1577. This difference of periods 
i. -- ___ does not explain satisfactorily the great difference in the totals. My |. 
i data are as follows: The totals of foreign commerce of Guatemala, Sal- 
| _ vador, and Costa Rica are taken from the published official reports of a 
i «  theirrespective governments ; for Honduras the published official report = 
to of Mr. Consul Frye, of Omoa and Truxillo, and the private report to me 

ae of the agents of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company at Amapala, have | 
ee afforded the data for the total of that state ; for Nicaragua the total : 

& _ foreign commerce is made up from the published report of Commercial 
i. _ Agent Sibell, of San Juan del Norte, and the official report of the gov: | 
i ~~ ernment of that country. The totals of our trade with Guatemala and — 
}-. __. Salvador are taken from the official reports of those states. The total | 
CO of our trade with Honduras is made up from the aforesaid report of Mr. | 
oa Consul Frye and the report of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company’s ! 
to _ agent at Amapala. The total of our trade with Costa Rica is made up | 
b by estimating our trade with that country as equal to our trade with. / 
tn Salvador (about 15 per cent.), which I am quite sure is not an overesti- | 
i. mate, and our total trade with Nicaragua is made up from the aforesaid = 
i report of Commercial Agent Sibell, and from an estimate of our trade 
Poy through the Pacific ports of Nicaragua, upon the same basis as our trade __ | 
to with Salvador, an exclusively Pacific state. In my judgment and ac- ( 
i. cording to.my information, the estimates are rather below than above | 
to the mark. However, I do not claim accuracy in the data,forlam con- 
fo. scious that in the official reports of the government of these countries | 
a _ there is an evident tendency to overstate the amount of their foreign | 
fo — commerce. — On Ee abe ov : 
L | 9. In this connection, and referring to that part of my No. 588, dated | 
to oth March, 1877, in which it is stated “that under existing conditions _ | 
+.  ~__ San Francisco enjoys advantages over any other city of the United | 
t _ States as a base from which trade relations with these states may be pro- | 
: moted,” I beg leave to call your attention to the difference between the | 
boo. commerce of Central America through Caribbean (or so-called Atlantic) = 
to ports and the ports on the Pacific. Se Doe ! 

i | . Through Caribbean ports. _ oe | 

‘on Countries. | . Imports. Exports. - | 

tC Guatemala... .....2..2 ccc cece ee cence connec cecenecneecccctececceeces.| $157,568 56 *$5, 225 52 . 
Po Salvador .. 2.0... 2c. e eee cece eet c eee eee cee nee cee eeb en cence eee [eecw ee ceceee sees [seeeeeecenes cee, 
go Honduras... 0... 220. e eee eee cee ce cece cee ene e ne cenene ceceeeveuees 340,144 60 | 344,840 12 | 

ae Nicaragua .... 2... .eeceee eee beeen cece ee eee eee cece e teen eee need eeree, 547, 933 16 954,995 59 | 
te Costa Rica 2.2. ence eee ee cee eee ee cece ne cence eee e wen e ew eneens 200, 000 00 300, 000 00 | 

i *This is official, but I am sure it is too low, for most of the coffee of Vera Paz goes out by the port 
i: - of Izabal. | a a | a fo 

io Total foreign commerce of Central America, through Caribbean ports, | | 
{. ~.-—s- $2,850,707.55. (See tables attached.) Deducting the foregoing sum |
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from the total foreign commerce of Central America, $22,611,506.68, we . ° § 
| find that the commerce through Pacific ports amounts to $19,760,799.138,00 4 

— - TL have thus attempted to answer your interesting circular fully and © ° 

| freely; and from time to time, as you have instructed, I shall have the aad 

' honor of making further communications on this subject “when suitable 
/ occasions shall offer.” It is hoped this report and the tables annexed 

- may be found correct, and may receive the approval of the Department. ES 
—  Thave, &@, GEO. WILLIAMSON, RS a de 

I ae, 7 Minister Resident. a 

Cie ak TABLE 1.—Importations into Guatemala during the year 1876, by, principal articles. - . | - - oe Oe 

Cotton goods (woven and UNWOVeN)..---. 20 seeee ene cee eee reece ee ee GL, 006, 538 1 ag 4 
_. Boots and shoes... 2. wee ewe ee eee cee ee teen ne comes pecccecesenee 08,840 BT 

~ Preserved edibles .... 022-2. we nceweene cone ce cree ee eee eee ceeeececcees 89,3869 8B 
_. Stearine (in various forms) ...--. .-2 220 seen eee eee eee ee eee eee eee ee VO, TID OA 

PI OUP ee cece cee enn cece cen e cree cee nes tome ee man cne pene ccee cores 51,3898 50 00 7 
: Tron (in various forms) ...-2-. 0-2-2252 eee. wen cee wee cee cee cere eee 43,569 87 ed 
-. .Woolen’goods (woven and UNWOVED)... ..- 20+ -- ene ce ee ee eee we ene ees 231,247 3200000 

- Linen (woven)... 2-2. 2 eee cece cee ce ee ee nee ce eee tee eee teens cone 34,304 Tbe 
| Machinery 222-2. 0-22 cone cee ee cen wwe eee ce eee rene cee ee ene eens 48,486 97 

| Notions 20. 222. ee eee cen cece cee cere cee eee et nem neteeeeee es 80,469 06.0. 
| Paper of all kinds 2.2.2. 0.222. col cece cee eee ce eee cece eee ceees © 29,829 25 — LES 

| Tanned hides... 2-2. 222. ee eee eee eee eee cece tence cee e ne eeee ee 21,459 64 ss 
Fine jewelry .--... 220. coon wees cee cece cee cee cen cee cee e ceee rene rene 37,694 38 reas 

— Hardware 2c cece cee cee e cee wwe cee cone ween cone teccee cece ceceeees SL,872 92 0 
Empty sacks .-2--. eo 22. eee cece ee ce eee eee eee ee eee nceeee 28,145 290 Ce 
Silk (woven and UNWOVEDN) .-.-.. 222-26 cece ee nec ee cece ee ceweewecceee 112,592 800 
Hats .ocece cece ceeee cece cece cece eece tens cesenceececcecccesecceterees 4467428000; 0 

| Wine 22 ioe ice ide ee ccc cece ce cee cece cee ce cee eee eee ee enees 62,651 82 7 ae 
) All other articles... ..2.2. 202-222 e cone eee ee ee cee ee ce ee cee ee ee ee 247,970 26. 

© WPotal cases ceceee ceeces cececerevececeeleceeecececececeeseeeess 2,264,83190 00 4 

— TABLE 2.—Importations into Guatemala during the year 1876, by principal countries: . 2 : | oo 

England 22.22. 22. eee cee eee cee cree ce eee cone eee eee ceeeceeeee= $1,195, 150 31 Ey 
. France... 22. 220. eee ce eee wenn cee cee eee ne cen ee wane cece teen ceneees 449, 537. 38 eee, 

/ Germany ... 00. oe eee nee cee cee cere ee ee ene cree ene cee see neees 264, 288.25 en Y 
- United States .....2 2. 0. cece e cece ne cone cen cee ween cee cere eee: 245,867.54 0 y 

: Spain. cee. eee eee cee cece cece ne cece ne nee cee cece cewecececccecees 83,893 40 — aE 
All other countries .... 2.2.22. .20- ee 22 eens cee eee eee eee eee eee 96,095 02 “ 

i: -*Tn the official report of the Government of Guatemala there is added to the above a od 

| total $451,952.74 as cost of packing, commissions, insurance, freight; but as that addi-- eee 
tion is not considered reliable, and the sum .is not distributed among the different. et 
countries, I have thought it advisable not to take it into account. — ON eg 

. TABLE 3.—Exportation of products from the republic of Guatemala during the year 1876, —— a 
Se by principal countries and articles. a I 

Principal articles. England. France. | Germany. United States. con as. Summary. ; oo. - 2 es 

| Coffee. .:.---....------|$1, 039, 281 44 |$593, 068 48 $836, 490 24 | $793, 343 68 $56,218 88. | $3, 318, 402 M0 . oe 
~  Cochineal. ..-........-/ - °45,379 20 | 6,720.00 | 4,904 00 183, 282 40 6,052 00 | 246,337 60 © 

' Hides........22.------| 1,056 00 |......-..-..| 49,182 16 |. . 37,996 96 |....2...--.. 88,1812 ~ * 8 
/ Qashs.c.-e.ecece-ee--e| 7,000 00 | 27,642 50 |...2.. eee 655 00 | 14,800 00 50,097 50 

W O0dS 2.2 ee ence ec eel wn ee ce ecm wee eee ee lene ce emcee | ae teeta neal e nce wee cese 20,200 00 | 0 
. Other articles.........]/ 3,709 20 | 2,942 75 | 9,490 40.| 15,102 12 | 13,024 60) = 44,26907 

Totals .....2e+--| 1, 096, 425 84 636, 373 73 | 900, 016 80 1, 030, 380 16 | 90, 095 48 3, 767, 492 OL . ess : of 

Guatemalan imports..---- weeeeee veueee becben seccee uaccccee seccee vee $2, 264,831 90 = one 
Guatemalan exports -..--.--.-. cece cece ee cece ee cece ee eee eee cee nee cece SD, 767,492 OL 

- Total foreign commerce of Guatemala during the year (calendar) 1876. 6, 032, 323 91. & 2 oe
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Loe TABLE 4.—Importations into and exportations from the republic of Salvador for the commer--— | 
to oo oO cial year 1876, by countries. Boy 

: a an oo _, Countries. — | | Imports. Exports. i 

1 | a England bonele seceeesenececceceasdeceececececcecsesteceecocecececesdeusene $384,875 99 | $1,838.173 11 | 
7 Frame .-.... 22 cece nee cece eee ne etn ne ene m ee cnn sence neces ems cencseas 725, 673 82 359, 766 76 
a | United States . 2.0.2.2... oe cece cece cee cee n ae cee c cee teeecccesececee-| 258,405 61 592, 482 49 
Po Germany .... 2... eee eee cee cere ee cece eee scaeeesceseeeeseicetsecssee| 66,893 721 - 268,844 00 | 
7‘... Costa Rica 2... .c cence nec eee eee c cee eee n ence cee we cc ccecensanecensenes 9, 924 10 66,109 03 ~ 

ee CHILE eee cee ce eee eee ne eee eee eee cce eee eneece suueebereceerees 8,164 41 }* 42, 893 25 my 
ECuad or . 122.0 eee ene ce een cee nee cece ne conan sewn cence cees cnn e ees 39, 248 84 16, 050 00 

gee NiCaragua 2.0.2. eee cee ee eens cree ee een ne cen ee cect ne ennweue seenae cee 46, 247 30 17, 377 21 
Colombia... . 2... eee eee e cee eee eee ee eee ence encceeceecewsenscencecsees}| . 84,985 69 12, 252 15 

i. HONGUrAS «222 ee ee cee e cece meee ence nescence cccnereudeteuscace 35, 581 98 | - 6, 417 -81 
- All other countries... ... 2... -.s 2 seeeee eee eee eee eee eee eect ee sene teens ‘ 26, 254 88 17,945 73 | 

t Total. .....-200seececccenee ceeceecneececscecelecececersccecsaceceeece| 2, 186, 256 34] 3,937,31159 
ie . i _ | Total foreign commerce of Salvador for commercial year of 1876. .... $5, 423, 567 93 

i. CL TABLE 5.— Exports from the Bay Islands, Trusillo, Omoa, and Puerto Cortez of Honduras ! 
poe . . to the United States and other countries during the year 1876. | 

= To United States....2. 00. ceccce ceccec cece coccee cecctececececcecececee $230,503 12 | 
| oe - To other COUNLTICS ...- 2. eee nena eee ee een eee cee e cone ceteee 114, 337 00 

fo Tota eee eee cet ceeeee cneeee cee cee cccccececeeteeeeseeceseeee 344,84012 00 | 
i... Total exportation from Honduras for the year 1876 by port of Amapala, of | 
Foo which $208,646 was raw silver and gold and coined money ......--..-. 250,000 00 a 

foe — Total exportations from Honduras for 1876... a sieaee weeecee-- 594,840 12 ! 

po. ae Imports into the Bay Islands, Truxitlo, Omoa, and. Puerto Cortez of Honduras, from the , | 
= United States and other countries during the year 1876. — | 

fs“ From the United States....2. 0.222. ssceeeccsecaceee cess ceverseeece seene $230,184.85 00 
| | From other countries.... .-.--- ce. ..eb es cence ee teens cece ee econ eeeees 109,959 75 

Po Total... ee cece cece cece cece cece cece ce cetceceetecetecgeecececesee 340,144 60000 | 
| ae Total importations into Honduras by the port of Amapala during the year — | | | 
oe _ , 1876, 870 tons, valued at... 2.2 cee cee ee cece eee ee eee cee eee eeeeeees 300,000 00. | 

‘ae Total importations into Honduras for 1876........-22..2.02+seeeee eee. 640, 144 60 

b oo Total foreign commerce of Honduras for the year 1876........ deceee cess 1,234,984 020 | 

i. ee TABLE 6.—Importations into Nicaragua by principal countries and articles, through the port | 
to of San Juan del Norte, for the year ending September 30, 1876. oO | 

SS From United States: hardware, dry goods, &¢.........220..eeeee ee ee--- = $166,745 04 J 
‘a From Great Britain: dry goods, liquors, &c......-.-.--.--------------+- 273,618 84 | 
fo From France: liquors, wines, &¢...-..-...+.21sssessseeeseeeveceeeese, 87,608 5000 | 
bo: From all other countries: liquors, rice, tobacco, sugar, &c..-...---.-.--. . 19,960 73 

t < Vo Total weed ete tere ee cone wece eens cnencewece tres sbeces oor occ rs crucee 547, 933.16 - | 

1 os ‘Importations into Nicaragua by the ports of Corinto and San Juan del Sur, and by Chinan- | ; 
Pero ee | dega, for the year 1876. — - | 

{ : ; By the port of Corinto ...... 00. ..-cee cece cece cece ee cee ben cece ee cone ee $372, 868 15 - | 
Po By the port of San Juan del Sur ...--.-.---. 02+ --+ see eee eee eee eeeee- 65,890 63 
Poo. By Chinandega .... . 2... cee ne cnn cee cee cece ween ens cee ee cncces cceeces 7, 252 70 a4 

bo oe a 446, 011 48 

i _ Total importations into Nicaragua for the year 1876..........-. neeeleces 993,944 64
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ow | TABLE 7.—Exportations of Nicaragua by principal countries and articles, from the port of a : me ea 
one oo. San Juan del Norte, for the year ending. September 30, 1876. ae oa 

-.'To Great Britain: rubber, bar-gold, coffee, indigo, coin, shell, deer-skins, Bo ne aS 
po KEG eens cece cede pee e ne cece ee cece e teee tances tocmee sanseewcccce cass $010,534 92 5 

To United States: similar articles, except bar-gold .........--..-+..----- 308,993 47 Ee 
To France: similar articles... 22. 2.2200 teen ee cece cone cece ee cece ewe eee 64,002 8B 

/ To all other countries: similar articles.........----+-+ s200+ sseeeeeeeeee 11,464 82 0 a 

 Potad .eeeee eecneeceecee seeeeececceeceeeceeeesccecceeeecetereese 954,995 59 9 

-_ Exportations from Nicaragua by the ports of Corinto and San Juan del Sur, and by Chinan- rai ee | 
ee ega, for the year 1876. OU a 

From the port of Corinto.2.......22+2seee0 eens vevane ic clvees cccevece’ $497, 675 90 ES 
.. From the port of San Juan del Sur .....--.. 2-2 - eee. eee ee ee ee eee eee = 155,622 8500 

By Chinandega.... 0-2. ---- es nee cee e ee eee ne ee ce cee cee eee ee cece ene 10,986 60 es 

(Mota sacnneceseee coeseececcee seeeensteeececceeceeseteeeeeecceees 664,284.85 0000 | 

‘Total exportations from Nicaragua for the year 1876 yeess vecececceeveee 1,619,280 44 ed 

a TABLE 8,—Exportations from the republic of Nicaragua during the year 1876, by principal Po eee 
po | ar articles, 

Rubber .... jae cne cccces tonencsencer tetees neseeens wncunccacceveneccce $377,568 35 a . : pitty 
Coffee 2.5.2. ee lene ce ee een nee cee ee cone cone cece ce ceceeeccccee 280,622 80 nore 

—. + Indigo... . 2.222. ee ene eee nee nen cee ne ce ee cece ewe en ne cee ce ceee | 86, 275 60 a 
~ Cedar wee wwe teem ee wae enna e Cece ence ene e cece bee ee meee seenes 52,747 90 Dorey os 

Hides 22... eee ee cee eee cece cee ee eee cee e cece tense eens eccwswesee 76,461 65 ts 
: Deer-skins .-- 2. - 220 2-22 enn eee eee eee n ee nnn cece cee teweee ence ecee | 41,985 9 

-... Silver and gold (uncoined )..- 22. 2.22 cena cece enn e scene cen ecm cece eeee = 295,745.00 os 
| SUG ar 2... eee cece eee cece cone ene eee cee e teen eeenescccsecweeweens 24,196 7000 

 Catao 211. ee ne ee ee ce ce ne eee cere ee cee ce rene cewe cers ete eceeeeeceeeee = 35,3888 0050 °°. J 
. / Dye-wood......---- seeeeanecanvece ee oe wees peeeee i 100, 866 08 os “ gt 

Cattle 22. coo. ceca en ce een e wee cee ce cee cece cee cece ce ccwces coeees =» 20,785 00 © eg 
. Coined money... - 2. .--- eee ene = cee cece eee eee ee eee eee cece ecenees = 61,082 55 st 

All other articles....-. ewan neecavaese corer eter e cewreees weeene eaas ne taewe. 200, 604 86. : oo ane 

: “ Total ..---..----- ccreescrrene coer woe ttt ann aeae se eee eee e ene ceee 1, 619, 280 4A Thee Cees 

-. Total foreign commerce of Nicaragua during the year 1876......---..... 2,613,225 08 

J - Taste 9.—Importations into the republic of Costa Rica by weights and articles, and total = ee 
; - value, from May 1, 1876, to dpril 30,1877, pe 

ticles, tststi<CSststi‘<~S~*rtCW eights 

. Tallow and tallow candles.........2-2. cece. cee e cence cece cee eeee eens} 140,720 
Candles, &c. (of composition) ...-2-. c2 5. eee nee eee meee eee nese eee | 125,878 0 

SOap - 2-2 ene cee ee we cee wee eee cee cee eee cme ee cece e cee e weene! 314,141 2 
8 RICO 2. eee cae eee wee ee eee eee cee cee eee ee eee cece eeee etna receee| | 858,555 
-. * ° Grain (of other kinds). .... ..-. ---0 2+ cee eee ene eee en ee cee cece ween | 175,528.00 

|. Plour (wheat)... 2. 2020-2 ence ne cee eee cone eee cere cece ences cece ene} 1,956,207 2 
Distilled liquids. 2.2. 2.22. cee eee ee nee nee cee eee cee ee tw ewee ce eee] AVL,0IB 

: Wine... . 0222 cone ee cee cee e ee eee cnc ee cece tree ee tet eeeeeeeee cence ee | 807,499 
0 Beer 2.20 cece ence cece ee cen cee teen cone cee men ence teceeewecwcececcencee{ 231,882 J 
5 Caead 220s cece ee cee nee neces cede cee etree cee nt cet eeeeewweeeees| 146,895 
> Refined sugar. ..2 22. ce cee. cece ee cee ene cece cen e cee w ewes ceewetecnseceees| 534,795 ONG 

Tobacco in leaf... 2... een. cee eee eee ee cee ee eee ee cece ne ec eceeenene-| 226,885 9-0 
— Cotton goods (WOVEN) .... 022. 22 - pene wee ene een tee eee ceemereeeceseece-| 721,140 ay 

 - Limen goods (Woven)... --. -- 2-22 cnn e cee ene cee cee cece tne wane cee eeeee! 273,081 ns 
- ~. Woolen goods (woven).... wont nee ee cnet ee ree eee cep eee conn cece ween ceee| 156,759 aS]
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‘ -. | TABLE 9.—Importations into the republic of Costa Rica, $§ce.—Continued. fe a : 

}. 7 | | Articles. —— Weights. 

i. LO | | - a . | Pounds. . | 
en Paper and cardboard ...2.. 22222. so 25 eee cee ene cee ene cw cee caw ene ceeeee 113,832 

a. Crockery and porcelain -.-. 22. 0-2 eee cee eee ce eee ce eens ewe we eees 236, 429 
I 990259 20) | 379,324 

a Machinery (loose pieces) .... .... 2-2. oon eee eee ce nee eee ee eee ene peee| —- 115, 682 
} Lumber . 2222. eee ee ne ene ene eee ee nnn cee eee ween ween eee 129, 717 : 
;.. Merchandise (Various) .... .200 cae cone cece cee cone eee cee ees cmee nc eee 192, 301 3 
7. Drugs and medicines.... 222. 22.2 cece ee ce oe ee oe cece cee cane wo en coceee ne 187, 157 
7 Salt (COMMON) .-- 22. 220. we oe oe eee ce eee cee n en ce cn ee cece ee cnc eeeacceee| - 1,087,873 

Kerosene, &6 2.22. .e nee cn none cee cee cee cee se eee cone coc cne coc en ceeces 160,114 
i All other articles....2. 0.202. 2225 2 cee eee ce eee ce eee cece ee wenn wnce wane 1, 512, 292 | 

jo | | oe | ; OO 10,755,194 

t * Total value, as per report of minister. of hacienda, $2,000,000. | a | | | 

| TaBrx 10.—Exportations from Costa Rica from the 1st of May, 1876, to the 30th of April, | 
Po a | | - 1877, by principal articles. - 

Fo CORO oe cae ence cee cee ceee cone cee eee cecece cee ene ceeeseceessecee $4,859,154 4000 | 
ne Rubber... - 2. one cane ce ee ene cone cee ee eee cee ween nce en cees 36, 230 40 | 

we —  HideS 2. eee cee cee cee ce cece cece epee cee cee eneeenccnnnee 54,433 80 
a All other articles... 22.22. 022222 cee ne cee eee eee eek cece eee cece eee = «57,587 14 

to Exportations from Atlantic ports of. hides, rubber, woods, vanilla, sar- oe | 
t - Baparilla, &C.-- 22. eee ee eee noe cee eee ce nee ce ee ee weceee nese > 300, 000 00 | 

; Total... 222 .c0eee ce ceeeeeee eeeceeeetceesceedee eres ceeeestecers 5,807,405 74 

b oe ‘Total foreign commerce of Costa Rica during the year from May1, a : 
Ro | 1876, to April 30, 1877 22-2. eee eee eee ee cee eee eee eeeees 7,307, 405 74 | | 

. TABLE 11.—Total direct foreign commerce of Central America by States, according to the last. . | 
eo official reports. | | 

i Guatemala... 2.2.2. .eecee sence cece ne ee ceccns eeecee ence cece cece cons $6,032,323 91 
oe Salvador 222. 220. eee co eee ee nee cece mace ccc ene ceceenceeeee 5,423,567 93 | 

i... Honduras... - 2. 1222. eee con cece nee ee wee eee wee wwececeeeee 1,234,984 02 
foe Nicaragua 2... 222. eee oe eo ee cee ne ce ene ewes cnc nee ceccce cess 2,613, 225 08 
1. g Costa Rica.... 2.222. eee eee eee eee eee e cee e cee ce eee cee cece es ee ences 7,307,405 74 

bo Bo tal...2e. ceeeee cnee cece cece cece cate cece ceceee senescence seces 22,611, 506 68 | 

1 oe Total direct foreign commerce of Central America with the United States, by States. 7 | 

ae Guatemala, calendar year 1876 .... 2... 222. 22 one cena cows cee cee eee $1, 549, 246 700 | 
‘aa Salvador, calendar year 1876. .... 0-20. eee ce eee ee eee ee eee ww eee 850,688 10 | 
| Honduras, commercial year 1876 ..---. 022-22 eee ee eee ee ene ce eee 543, 187 97 
Bee Nicaragua, commercial year 1876 ....2. 2.20. cee eee ce wc ne cece ew cence 639, 270 23 
i. Costa Rica, commercial year 1876 ..-2.. -- 22 eel nee eee ee eee eeeeeee 1,096,115 86 

1 | Total 2. en cee eee ene ce cee cee cece cow n ce cen ees ceweccccccee 4,678,708 86 | 

f . . . Indirect trade, as stated in report of Bureau of Statistics. ........-... 300,494.00 |
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ce Mr. Osborn to Mr. Evarts.. — ree 

— Nos) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, = 2 
fe _ Santiago, Chili, September 7, 1877. (Received October 13.) ©. | ag 

- «Srp: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your instruction =~ ad 
_ of date July 16, 1877, marked “ separate,” and in reply to inform you | ad 

that I have been unable to find in the legation any documents ofalate JJ 
date which would give information upon the subj: ct of yourcommuni- oe 
cation. | ca A a Se Bs ee ee 

_ It is cause for serious regret that the vast commerce which has here- = .. § 
_ tofore existed between the United States and South America hasbeen 

permitted to sink into comparative insignificance, and the means by a 
~ which itis to be revived is a subject demanding the most. thoughtful . 

consideration. I need not assure you that the Department of State,in - = +f 
its efforts in this direction, shall have my most cordial co-operation. | so 

' Prior to 1861, I am informed, a majority of the merchant-vessels usu- ae 
_. ally in the harbor of Valparaiso carried the American flag. Not so ~~. 

now. In fact, it is but seldom that the Stars and Stripes are seen float- = 
ing over a vessel in the South American ports. Iam pleased tobe able |. ° 

_ to say, however, that they are much more frequently seen now than they 
_-- were a year ago, and I am confident that by proper effort the commerce ..__ a 

of our country with this may be vastly improved. To this end I ame 
engaged in the collection of some statistics, which I hope to be able,in == * 

_ forwarding to the Department of State, toaccompany with afew sugges- 
tions not entirely. void of interest or merit. Time, study,andlabor,how- == a 

-. ever, are necessary to enable me to present the subject in a manner sat- 
isfactory to myself, and I must ask the Department of State to indulge ee ES 
ne with a reasonable degree of patience. OE 

|  . Lam, &e., ee . 2 as 
on 7 a THOMAS A. OSBORN, ee 

| | Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. . Do ee 

ee OLOMBIAN sss 

So Mr. Thorington to Mr. Evarts. eS oe ee 

-' No.210.) = = Unirep Srares ConsuLATE AT ASPINWALL, = 
| August 27, 1877, (Received September 7.) — eg 

_ . Sir: For further reply to your dispatch of date July 13, ultimo,I = 
_ herewith inclose an article taken from the Star and Herald, of Panama, oe 

|. marked ‘“ Exhibit 1,” as showing the import into Gautemala, one of the ea 
_ Central American States on the Pacific Coast, whose trade by reason es 

of her proximity to the United States should make our ports her market al ehaS 
_ for the articles mentioned. The article, and the facts contained therein, ew 

: are well worth the attention of our capitalists engaged in exportinghome  .- * 
products and merchandise. —- a fe A eg 

_ It seems to me it would pay our merchant princes and exporters to ioe
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bee see that agents are placed. at such ports where interest would seem to 
7 :. . demand who would take more than an ordinary interest in laying before 
7... the inspector at these points samples of goods and articles of merchan- : 
i... dise peculiar to our country, for inspection, with prices and cost of deliv- | 
Pee ery. If no better channel could be adopted, why not require your con-. 

i--—-s« Sular and diplomatic officers at their respective ports, other interests = 
t.. . . being considercd, to act in the premises? / : 
t+. .. Lhave made arrangements with the officials of the Panama Railroad. 
i-... and other parties in possession of the facts, and at an early day hope to 
on lay the same before you for a similar statement to the one now furnished, | 
ic exhibiting all goods and merchandise in transit going tothe United - . 
i’... States and other countries, that you may see at a glance the immensity —y 
‘aa of this commerce and our disparagement in this comparison and the 

oe advantage we have, and yet not availing ourselves of that advantage. 
Py Hoping, sir, I am not trespassing upon the license granted in reply- | 
jo ing to your dispatch, co — | | 

oo I am, &e., a | JAMES THORINGTON, | 
io ee Consul. - | 

if mS oo  Exurpit 1. * | | 

2 . og . : a [From the Panama Star and Herald of August 20, 1877.) | . a | 

Poo | | GUATEMALAN IMPORTS. | | 

bee Our readers will find published below a statement of the imports of the republic of | 
a Guatemala for 1876. From this it will be seen that for the total represented by the 
Po original invoices, amounting to $2,264,831.90, Great Britain furnishes about one-half,or | 
be $1,125,150.31; France, one-fifth, or $449,537.38 ; Germany a little more than one-eighth, © 
t or $264,288.25; and the United States only about one-ninth, or $245,867.54... - po I 
Po In the statement showing the classification of imported goods, manufactured cotton’ —— 
to takes thelead, at $1,006,538.71, followed by woolen goods, $281,247.32 ; silks, $112,592.35; 
Bo _ haberdashery, $80,469.05 ; linen goods, $67,233.11; boots and shoes, $52,845.37 ; wine, | 
Peo $52,652.81; flour, $51,398.50 ; machinery, $48,486.97 ; hats, $44,674.28 ;. and so on through | 
fo. a list embracing fifty-three classes of articles, the smallest of which isexoticseeds and _ | 
fo plants, $236.19. It will be well for our American mercantile friends to study this state- | 
i ment. From it they will learn how insignificant.an amount of the total foreign -sup- | 
| plies furnished, come from the United States, and may-be incited to make a more de- | 
to termined effort to secure a larger share of the growing trade of the leading Central 
boo American State. In the matter of cotton and woolen goods especially, which amount —, 
ae in value to more than one-half the entire import, there is no reason why Guatemala 
Po should continue to lcok to Europe for her supplies, while in nearly every otherarticleon =| 
i the list, American manufacturers should be able to.compete successfully with those on 
to, the other side of the Atlantic. In a few years, at the present rate of improvement, 

Poo Central America will farnish a m&rket for tens of miilions worth of foreign goods, 
bo which should naturally he derived from the Great Republic of the North, and willbe — | 

| oe without doubt, if the necessary efforts are made on the part of those most interested. | 
to Then instead of furnishing the pitiful sartorial fraction of one-ninth, the United States 
i will be able to head the list. ne TS ved | 
mo . The following is a classification of the articles imported into Guatemala in 1376, | 
‘ae with the cost of each: | are , ne | 

a: Oil .cncececcccceeceeseeecee $5,381 44 | Sundries ....-.--1--------- $8,922 65 | 
too. Liquors..-..--+.-++2------- 12,493 49 | Drugs .-...----. ------ eee 12,650 16 

bt - Cotton goods .......-.--.-- 1,006,538 71 | Swords ...--.---.s---ee-- ee 597 55 | 
foo Fire-arms .--...-.----- .eee 1,762 52 | Large mirrors..........--.- 2,806 59 | 
a -_ Boots and shoes.......----. 52, 845 37 | Block-tin...-....---------- 1,234 17 

oe _. Cinnamon ...--..-.---..-.. 11,683 77 | Stearine .........---...---- 19,711 94 
be Carriages..-.-. -----.----08 (6,239 81 | Matches -..... ...--..------ 6,472 18 
| White wax .... 222-4. ---66, 7,121 43 | Flour ..:.....-..---------2 51, 398 50 
te "Ale and beer.........-..--- 1,846 36 | Iron bars and implements... . 43,569 87 
Me _ Sheet-copper ..-.-...----.-+- 3,074 22 | Musical instruments...-.... | 973 26 

Po, Provisions and confectionery 39, 369 88 | Agricultural and other im- | — : 
fo . Glassware ...-.....--.---.- 10,785 09 | -plements -......--.---.- 8,731 93. !
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| TOYS .2cne. sec seecee sucess 81,828. 46 | Fine jowelry.v.c......2-... $37,694 38 i 
Woolen goods.....---.--.-. 281,247.32" | Hardware .....2........... dl, 872 92 eg 

_ Printed books.............. 14,384 93 |. Watches and,clocks ........ 9,318 55 7 
~ .. Cordials.......-2.-.-22.5-- 3,894 18 | Ready-made clothing......- 1,921 66 = ee 
-.. Linen goods ...........-..- 67, 233 11 | Empty bags ..........0.-2. 28, 145-29 | ae 

. Crockery .....--.-.-------. 10,764 83 | Common salt ...-...2---.2. 0. 2,087 40 
_. Machinery.............--..  . 48,486 97 | Silk goods ............--... 112,592.35 5 

Medicines ....2........-... 16,957 42 | Seeds and plants........-- 236 19 i 
Haberdashery ...........--. 80,469 05 | Saddles ......2.......0.0... 1,789 10° 

- Furniture ................. 9,591 76 | Hats ...-..222-2.2cee eee ee 44,674 28 
Paper of all kinds........-. 29, 829 25 | Manufactured tobacco..-... © 4,185 81. 
 Perfumery.....-..--....--. 7, 312 54°} Iron roofs and tubing -...... 10,946.55 © Panes 

| Sugar-machinery .......... . 2,778 68 | Plain glass.........--..---. 5,822 50 
.. Petroleum ..............2.. 2,580 19 | Wire... 22. ee eee eee. = 52,651 820 

Pianos 2.22 ..ececeeeee sees 5, 968 BB] te ne Ea 
-Tanned leather...2......... 21,459 64:| —— . Total.....2......,... 2, 264, 631 90° ae g See] 

- ; DENMARK.  ———— OS 

oe Ss NOTA, SoS ae Seve BI 

a : os, Mr. Cramer to Mr. Evarts OS ea 

No. 443.] - LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, pr 
Copenhagen, October 31, 1877. (Received November 21.) 0) 

_ Siem: Referring to the Department’s dispatch of the 7th of August =. 
last, marked “Separate,” relating to the question of methods by which = = — . 

. the trade of the different nations with the United States may be most) ©. 
judiciously fostered and enlarged, and instructing me by examination =: 
and inquiry to enable myself to point out branches of trade with Den- =. 
mark in which the United States may profitably and usefully share, 2 > 

-. have now the honor, after having thus far devoted considerable time =. 
and attention to the examination of this question, to communicate to. SE ORs 
you the following statements and observations as some of the results ee ase 
arrived at. gE Sa PS TR EN Socal 
— _ This subject will, however, receive still further attention from me. = =| 

- L—OBSTACLES IN- THE WAY OF AN ENLARGEMENT OF THE COM-  ) .% © 
-. ,s MERCE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND DENMARK. © |). 

bs 1; Denmark proper is situated in the northern part of Europe, be- = | 
— tween 53° and 58° north latitude, and 7° and 13° east longitude,and  =——s 

-_ gonsists of the peninsula of Jutland, the islands of Sealand, Fuenen, =>: 
- Laaland, Langeland, Falster, Moen, Samsoe, Bornholm, and other: =... 

smaller ones, having a total population of about 1,874,000 inhabitauts. 6s 
|  Itis therefore evident that the smallness of the kingdom and the nature  .. =, 

of its territory, form no small obstacles in the way of the development iO ES 
of an extensive commerce between it and the United States. ng 

2, The utter lack of a regular line of steamships or sailing-vessels 2 ee 
_ between the United States and Denmark, greatly retards trade and com- = 

merce between the two countries. — - So rs 
3. Denmark is not much of a manufacturing country. The raw ma- = °°). 

_. terials for the comparatively few factories it. possesses are either pro- =. 
duced at home or imported from England, France, Germany, and Swe- 

-. den. So, too, are most of the different manufactured articles in use. 
 SOFRA eT , | | —_ we 8
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{. - The prices of the different kinds of raw material in the manufacturing ~ 

to. districts of these countries being nearly, if not quite, as low as, and ! 
t.- ~~ labor cheaper, than in the United States, and the cost of transportation = 
1’. -—s from =the former countries far less than from the latter, it becomes evi- 
Poo _ dent that comparatively. few manufactnred articles from the United 
1... States can find a profitable market in-Denmark. Besides, the Danes 
i.° >, are slow in introducing innovations, they being generally satisfied with 
to articles manufactured in their own country, so far as they reach, and if | 
1... they possess a special sympathy for any foreign country and special 

i... ' predilections for foreign articles, it is for France and French articles. | - 
ij ~~ 4 “Denmark is principally an agricultural country. Besides the ordi- 
a nary garden vegetables, its agricultural products are principally wheat, - 
ie... -¥Fye, barley, oats, buckwheat, peas, beans, potatoes, beets, hay, &c. A | 
io large quantity of these products, together with cattle, sheep, hogs, 
a ' poultry, &c., are exported to England and Germany, thus showing that) > 
too. of these articles more than enough are raised for home consumption, . | 
Po. and that Denmark furnishes no market for American breadstufts. Corn | 
jo’ and corn-meal form, perhaps, the only exceptions. — an sy 
i .--~—s—.~ s«#&. ‘With the exception of salt, chalk, freestone, pottery,and porcelan = 
- clays, no other mineral products of any great value are found in Den-- || 
poo mark. Nor are any metals found. Jron and steel and manufactured | 
Mo articles thereof are imported from Sweden and England. The former | 
Peo country being so near to Denmark, and producing large quantities of | 
io... these metals, both raw and wrought, supplies almost the entire Danish 
i. ~~ market therewith. In these articles, therefore, the United States can- 
ae not successfully compete with Sweden and England in the Danish mar- | 
i. ket, on account, principally, of the greater distance and consequent in- | 

Pb crease in the cost of transportation, © | a | 

boo 6. The same is pretty much true of coal. Almost all, if not all, the | 

bo coal consumed in Denmark is imported from England. Sweden pro- | 

= duces little or none; hence none can be derived from that country. The 
bo prices of coal of good quality in Newcastle, England, and in Baltimore = 
f and New York are now nearly, if not-entirely, equal. There can be no _ | 
to doubt that at no distant day the price of American coal will be lower | 
i than that of English coal. The difficulty, however, of supplying the. | 
ts Danish market with American coal: lies chiefly in the distance and the 
‘ae consequent increase of the cost of transportation. a | 
|  —sf, American sailing-vessels receiving coal either at Baltimore or New 
Peo York directly from the railway-cars and carrying it directly to Denmark, | 
i. ~~ eould find a return cargo, or if European vessels in the ports of Balti- | 

bE more or New York finding no cargo would carry coal, instead of ballast, 
bo the experiment might be made of supplying the Danish market with 
po. American coal. a ee rer at 
i... I have been informed that already a large amount of the coal-trade | 
| oe from Cardiff and Liverpool to the East and West Indies and South |, 
oo - America has been transferred to Baltimore.as the result of a large ad- 

>. vanee in the price of coal in England, and a continued and heavy in- | 
foo - erease of foreign export.of coal is looked.for by parties in Baltimore. = | 
1. ~~: IT would suggest that one or more American coal-companies that have: 
bo sufficient capacity and facilities for economically shipping coal to the 
poo seaboard—such as the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, or railroad 

fo companies whose roads terminate in Jersey City—take this subject into 
i consideration, and send an agent to this city for the purpose of maturing 
i a plan by which the Danish market. may be supplied with American. — 

bo goal. ere ee Ng :
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_  IL—SUGGESTIONS |AS TO THE. METHODS BY WHICH THE TRADE BE =| 
_ + TWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND DENMARK’ MAY BE ENLARGED. |) 

| 1. As regards the coal-tradel have already suggested a method. ‘As — oes 
_. regards the methods for enlarging the trade and commerce between the © | --. United States and Denmark in other articles, the following suggestions =, | 
'. gre offered: a Co Pos a eg 

2, The establishment of a monthly or semi-monthly line of steamers ss | 
_ or sailing-vessels appears to me to be an indispensable condition for the =.) 

_ » development and enlargement of the trade and commerce between the. . = ff 
-. United States and Denmark. This line might also embrace the portsof © 3.4 

| the southern and southeastern coasts of the Baltic Sea, as well as those "4 
| in the west and south of Sweden. There can be no doubt that theex- 0 =. 7) 
__ istence of such a line connected with a proper amount of commercial ©. | > J 

enterprise on the part of some American merchants, would tend-to =. | 
largely increase the trade. and commerce between the United Statesand 0.) 

_ Denmark and the districts along the Baltic coasts‘in which the ports 6. 
_ just mentioned are situated. The import into Denmark and thesedis =. |. 

 tricts, of American articles of merchandise not produced there, would. | a 
thereby be greatly facilitated and cheapened. er 

| -- 3,. Another method for developing and enlarging the trade and com =. 
merce between the United States and Denmark is, in my opinion, the = s-) 

_. establishment, say, at Copenhagen, of a central depot, managed by. ae -. capable, enterprising, and trustworthy parties, where a supply iskepton == =: 
hand not only of such artieles as are now imported from the United Se 
States, but also of such other articles as are largely consumed but nob =. 
produced in-Denmark. = 2 | aren Be 

Some of the principal articles imported from the United States are: 1, 0. 
petroleum; 2, corn (maize); 3, lard; 4, bacon; 5, butter and cheese; 6,agri- . 
cultural and other machines. During the year1876 there wereimported = == <4 

_ ‘from the United States of petroleum, 40,000 barrels, valued at 1,600,000 =... 
_ Danish crowns (about $432,000, gold); of corn (maize), 230,000 tender 
_ (about 920,000 bushels), valued at 3,680,000 crowns (about $993,600, =| 

» gold); of lard, 7,000 barrels, valued at 910,000 crowns (about $245,700, -° 3. 
gold); of bacon, 3,000: boxes, valued at 540,000 crowns ($145,800, gold). 

| Phe statistics of the quantity and value of butter and cheese and of. sf 
_ the number and value of agricultural and other machines imported from = 

the United States I have not been able to obtain. American cheeseis =. \" * here well liked and much sought after. The quality of the butter. = | 
imported from the United States, however, is notas good as thatofthe = = 

_ Danish. butter, though it. has commenced to be a rival of the latter, ~= & 
Danish butter has a good reputation all over the world; and if our = _ American dairymen understood the secret of preparing and packing © 

__ butter for export as well as the Danish dairymen, they would be able to. = 
_ command not only the Danish butter market, but that of almostevery 
_ other country. Why cannot a number of persons be sent here forthe =. | 
_. purpose of learning that secret by practice, or, rather, why not send for 

- a@number of Danish experts in this branch to teach American dairymen a 
_ that secret? The increased expenses incurred thereby would in theend = =». 
_ be far more than counterbalanced by the increased butter export and =. 

_ the profits yielded by tt 000 
_ _ 4& By a little more enterprise the importation of cheese from the = == 

_ ‘United States could also be increased. The sameistrue of agricultural = = >. 
implements and machines, sewing and knitting machines, mechanics? = = —-."" 

_ tools and instruments, leather, cotton, and linen goods, tobacco in leaves, oie 
sugar, refined and unrefined, sirup and molasses, &c. I would suggest. ss
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re. that. the producers and manufacturers of these various articles in the : 
io _ .United States employ an enterprising and: trustworthy agent whose  -— 
i” ~—~—sébusiness it should be to study the prices of and import duty on the 

ne articles mentioned, and, being supplied with a sufficient numberof sam- 
to ples, to travel throughout the country for the purpose of procuring 
+ ~~ orders therefor. oS | : | | ee 
ho. [ have, &c., | a : an 
bo : a M. J. CRAMER. | 

Po | a | FRANCE. SO 

po Mr. Bridgland to Mr. Seward. - | 

i: | No. 149.] | UNITED STATES CONSULATE, __ | 
Po Havre, September 4, 1877.. (Received September 19.) | 
Co __ Sire: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular ( 
, dated August 15, 1877, referring to the importance of consular officers 
fo exerting themselves to promote the best interests of trade between their. : 
bo, consular districts and the United States. In reply thereto, Ihave the ~~ | 
eo honor to state that since my induction into. office here I have felt the | 
too _importance of such an effort, and have therefore been constantly at | 
oe work to induce shipments of our surplus products into my consulardis- 
Go trict, such as hides, hog-products, cotton, corn, &c. This latter article | 
fo has shown the most marked increase. ——— | | 
Po From the best information I get there were received in 1875, forthe  . | 
ft: _ first time, at this port a few samples of American Indian corn, giving | 
be _ rise to importations direct from the United States in 1876 of 2,591,600 2 
= pounds. During the past seven months of the present year, importa- | 
to tions from our country to Havre have increased to 28,936,088 pounds, | 
po showing, as you will see, an increase in direct shipments of eleven-fold. 
i - Knowing that we have a large surplus at home, and that with a proper 
ae / foreign demand we could produce an almost unlimited quantity of this | 
fe grain, I more than two years ago visited the superintendent of the street | 
[- | railroad company and several of the largest livery and truck stables, | 
Po whom I induced to try our Indian-corn as a feed in place of oats, wheat, | 
L and ‘barley, as has been their custom, by showing them it would be 
bo _ greatly to their advantage, as it would cost them only two-thirds of the | 
i value of the grain they were then feeding. | 
bo For two years these people have been feeding almost exclusively | 
bE | Indian corn, by grinding it and mixing it with cut feed, as well as by 
bo. boiling, and feeding of it in hominy state. The farmersinthis consular | 
po _ district have also adopted this feed to a considerable extent, and are 
bo - Selling their small grain which hitherto they have been in the habit of | 
i feeding to their own stock, thereby saving fully 33 per cent. French 
jo distillers are now beginning to make use of this great American staple. 
to _ - There has been a gradual increase in the receipts at this port from | 
foo. the United States of nearly all of the aforenamed articles, as you will 
1... ~ see by referring to my annual reports, notwithstanding the prostration. 
| .~——soof trade nearly all over the world during the past three years. The in- 
fo crease in the receipts of Indian corn, however, is by far the most marked. | 
fo . We have had several ships from New Orleans this summer with corn, | 
boo which arrived here in good condition, having been well handled by ele- :
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-. -yators in New Orleans befure shipment, which proves how easy itis to — oe og : 
ship it from our Northern ports without the risk of damage by souring. © - .| 

_. This new feature in exports from New Orleans is of great importance = ©. -\§ 
/ «to that city and the Mississippi Valley, as it is cheaper to float property = = = «4 

_. downstream than to move it by railroad to New York, Philadelphia, = | 

- and Baltimore. CS | —_ oe A ed 
— Thave,&e, 2 se a a 
oo a a J. A. BRIDGLAND, ee 

- oe : ey ee TS, | a Consul. 

oe a hon Mr. Bartlett to Mr. Seward. Me Tp et ee | 

-  No.47.]  -—s* Unrrep Srares ConsuLaTE, MartiniquE,  ~——sS«@ 
ag St. Pierre, November 4, 1877. (Received December 135.) 

- -§rr: I beg to bring to your notice a few facts which relate-tothe © = f 
trade between Martinique and the United States, and to state the means ss 
by which export of several articles from the United States to Marti, 

_hique might, in my opinion, be increased. ee Oe 

re | ce STEAM-COAL. on EE es ae Og 

There are about 50,000 to 60,000 tons of coal imported to this island. =, > J 
- per annum, of which the French Transatlantic Steamship Company = = = Nyy 

uses from 30,000 to 40,000 tons per annum. This coal has been imported CS Ee 
from Europe previous to this year, but in January last I sent a cir. ne 

-. cular (which I had received from. a Philadelphia coalcompany) tothe = = |=... 
agent of the steamship company at Fort de France, and in a short Le SS 

> time he ordered a small cargo of coal for trial ;. but, on not finding it = ce 

_. sufficient, he ordered 1,000 tons more, and he informed me a short time =. | 
-.  sinee that he liked the coal so well that he had ordered about 10,000 =~. 

tons more. Iam, therefore, led to believe (as this branch of trade has se: 
been fairly started) that it will continue to increase. a 

UR NTTUREL fe te Bo Beg 

* There has been formerly imported to this island a small amount of | oe 
| American furniture, which is much cheaper than any made here,andin = — 7: 

my opinion is better styled than the French furniture, owing to which — og 
_ facts two more firms have commenced importing American furniture >| 

largely during the past year, to whom I have given all the information  —— . 
— that I could on the subject. — a, a es 

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, 

a | Formerly articles of this description have been mostly imported from % oe 
France, but lately quite an amount has been imported from the United. 
States, and which on being used have been much liked, owing perhaps = = 

partly to the ‘fact that they are cheaper than those of French manu- ©. | 
facture | EE SS oN NS 

ae ee r - CARRIAGES. a 

— - » Ten years since there was scarcely a carriage in. Martinique ; but oe Se 
Since the number. of them bas been constantly increasing, and for the > oa]
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io past two years the number of carriages imported has been nearly : 
i - doubled, and at present a large number of merchants (and many others) 
i. keep a earriage. Nearly all the carriages in Martinique are of Ameri- 
}-. °. ean manufacture; in fact there are a very few French carriages in use. 

po : . COTTON GOODS. Bn 

Lo - This branch of business should (in my opinion) be carried on with | 
po the United States, for, if Iam correctly informed, this class of goods | 
i, _ @an be obtained cheaper in the United States than in France, although 
to Iam not well posted on this subject. A few months agoa gentleman - _ 
ts from Dominica informed me that one year since he had ordered from : 
vo the United States £500 sterling worth of cotton goods as a trial, and 
t- —.s that he got them cheaper than he could have in England, but it took a 
bo _ long time—four or five months—to obtain them, and that the freight 
Po was much more than it would have been from England, and that from 
Bee England he could have obtained them in six weeks. ce | 
bo The prejudices of the people of this island against articles of Ameri- | 
Po can manufacture are to some extent (and steadily) being overcome. oe 

Po. _ MEANS OF COMMUNICATION. — oe | 3 

po - The means of communication between Martinique and the United 
eo States are very bad. Passengers to and from the United States have to ! 
eo -— go via Saint Thomas and Havana, or Saint Thomas, Bermuda, and | 

4 a Halifax, with a fair prospect of the steamers not connecting (and which , 
1 on is very expensive) or by sailing-vessels, which is very tedious, asittakes 
fo a long time—say fifteen to thirty days... The most convenient mode of = 
Poo communication with the United States is. by sailing-vessel for mail or 
po. -passengers. Since February, 1876, there has been but one merchant 
. who has gone to the United States (inclosed please find a list of the , 
po ' gargo which he bought while there), while nearly all of the leading | 
i. ~—s merchants go to France once a year.. An answer toa letter to France — 
to can be obtained in one month and four days, whereas it takes about 
i three months to obtain an answer to a letter to the United States, | 

which is a very great. disadvantage to trade between Martinique and 
aan _ the United States, as telegraphic communication is too expensive to be | 
Bo used on all occasions. a : 
to team communication between Martinique, Guadaloupe, and the | 
; =, United States is badly wanted, and would. be the means of greatly in- 
to - ereasing the trade of the United States with the Windward West India i 
aan Islands, for which we think there is ample room, but to do which a 

quicker and more certain means of communication than any in existence | : 
ie must be had, or, in other words, steamships. . | | | 
Po __TE£ there could be two steamships (of about one thousand tons each) | 
1 come here semi-monthly, touching at Point-a-Pitre,Guadaioupe, it would | 
to greatly help American commerce, as passengers, freight, and mailfrom- 
t  —s.-—s- Trinidad, Grenada, Sta. Lucia, St. Vincent, Barbadoes, and Dominica : 

oo for the United States would center here, asthere are small sailing packets 
to - gonstantly running between all of these islands and Martinique, and a 
ee large number of passengers come from these islands (at present) to ob- 
oe tain a passage to the United States. Sailing-vessels can generally lay 
c their course to the southern end of Barbadoes, it being southeast, and 
bo the wind being generally east-northeast, but sometimes they have to 
to make one or two tacks, and these vessels can generally lay their courses | 
‘ee toand from theother above-mentioned islands. The passengers, mail,and
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- freight coming to Point-a-Pitre, Guadaloupe, for shipping would be from 
-. §t. Christopher, Montsertat, “Nevis; Autigua, St. Bartholomew, St. > 

_  Martin,&e ee ee RS 
Fort de France, Martinique, is one of the best harbors, and has the =. | 

best dry-dock in the West Indies, and the large steamers ofthe French =| 3" 

Transatlantic Steamship Company take in coal while lying at the wharf., 0)! 

Sugar is manufactured here the year around, so thatif there was no - | 

other freight a sugar freight for a steamer of a small size could beob- 
tained at almost any time for the United States, 

. One other advantage would appear to be, that merchants would goto st} 

the United States, and while there would buy many articles which are 
‘now obtained from France, as you can see what this one merchant (be- 

fore mentioned) bought by going himself; and againifsmalllotsof goods 

were ordered they would come by steamers, and by so doing save time, =. * 

- as those who ship cargoes by sailing-vessels do not like to take freight) 

.. -from other parties who would ship by steamer at less rates, as she would ss 

' bring freight for any one. I believe that, if our government would pay 

liberally for carrying the United States mail between here, touching at = 

_ Point-a-Pitre, Guadaloupe, and the United States, the Government = a 

- of Martinique would also be liberal, as I have talked with anumberof =... 

" persons on this subject, and probably the Government of Guadaloupe vos 

would do something as well, if it were rightly managed and made toap- ao 

pear to them that they would be gainers by the project. ree 

-. In case that these benefits were offered I think that there would be 0 es 

“no difficulty in finding parties who would be willing torunthe steamers. 

Tam, &ey 
| we oes - ° OHARLES BARTLETT, = ry 

SO (Incosure) 
List of cargo of schooner Walter L. Plummer, which arvived-at St. Pierre on October 27th from oA 

| New York, which cargo was mostly consigned to Messrs. R. Depaz, E. De Gage§& Co. | a 

- "Where produced. | Description. =| oe Quantity. os ‘Value. - ae 4 

United States Leu Beef ....ccecceceevececeecderersees| 20 barrels ..-.-ceeeeececcecsescuee: | ‘$450 00 oe oo os 

Ce - [on eedO cc cecceccdcecucce venues cease} 70 half-barrels ...2.....00--eee--8:] 630 00 2 

aes , Do BOWS, OX. s---seceeceeececeee cone os| L bundle 1.0.2... ee cee ee ceeneeee 00° 0 
. a | | Carriages ..... sees cee cece eens | Oca e eee e te en ee need eenecceeneeee | 1,000 00 Ce ee) 

me ge nts | Casks, empty, ......---ceecen cee eee| SO. eee cee n ee eee ee reece emeeeee | 200000 ny 

=. Cee : | Chairs ..c.0c- cscs eee veneeeseeee>| 15 Cases, 4 bundles .......-.05.28.] © 13000 © aero 

Bye eS an CORN . cee cece e cece eect ee een wee | 300 bags 22. cee eee ewe eee eeeee | 600 00 a 
. | | Cotton duck ... 0.5 ...-ee eee eee eee} 9 Dales... ee eee we eee we cee eee ene: 27¢ 00 | a Ea 

a | Cultivators .......0....e.. ee eee | 13 bundles .-2 0-6. eee eee ee eee eee} (260 00 ae 
. | Bellies 1.2. cence eee eee ee eens ee ees | L3-Dundles .2.-+-..--2- eee eee eens | > 130,00 BAe 

» | Bourn. cee ece nec ee cece ee cee ceeees| 700 Darrels ....0. cece ee cee eee eeesee| 6,300 00 2 Yo 

7 . So Forks. 22-2 .--eee eee wee eee eeeeeees| L bundle 22.2.2... 22. ee eee eee eee] 1000 oy SO 

a Cho | Furniture. .............-..........| 3: cases, 1 bundle weeneceeseeeeeene| 100 00 ee 
a , | Hams. 2.22. see. e eee ee ene ene] 3 tlerces cence skecas ceewee cemtsaae 300 00° 6 te 

mo . . | FHlardware.........-.-2..e--eeeeee-| L bundle 2.2.1. eee eee ete ee eee es | °° 10000” eae | 

| Hay-outters...2...0...----------+-| 2 and 2-Cases .. 2.6 eee gece eee eee 50008 

oe . oe . |} Herring. ........0..ceeee ene e seen: | 500 DOXES = eee ee eee ee eee ee eceee-| 125.00 eed 
Ce ae | Hoes, horse ..2...0- 22-0 - eee ee eee] LQ even e eee ee eee ede eee ee eee eee] 120.00 ee. 

, > | Hoes, hand....--....-.2 eee eee eee | L bundle 2.2... 0. eee eee ee nee eee 10 00 PO tad 
i . | HlorseS ... ole cee ewww ec eee eee ewe ne |) QF. cece cece ne cen enennemeececccen.| 6,000.00 oS 

a Hubs 2.22... ee cee cece ee cee ene LQ. cece ee eee eee eens ee eeeeeeceesete| 15 O08 
se OT Dard cei ee ccc ce ence reese ceeces| 60 CASES. .cc eee cece ee cee eeeceeceee-| 900 00 © ee ae 

we | Marble ...022..22-22e2ceeeeeeeeees| L DOK. .eeee eens ee enee ee ceeeecereee | 9 DOO 
| Oars eee. een e eee cece cece ee ence ee | Thee ee cree cece ea eee eee cweeeee: 50 00. 0) Pea 

an : Co Oats... 220 cece cee e ee eee ee ence: 100 bags ...- 2 cee eee eee nee ener eee} 125 00 | ee 

aes ONIONS ...-.0 eee eee ec eee cee eee sce | DO DATPElS fee eee eee nese ew eeeeee:| © 200.00 — oe 

Se Pails. cc... eee eee eee ee cece ne | BD GCOZED oo. eee een cece ee eee nee 12 00 eee 
_ Poles, Carriage .... 22.22. - cence eee | ocean) cence e ema ecneeeweseeeerece] —» 0000 Sa gg 

: oe | Pork ..cece cece eneeeeceeteeesessee+| 15 barrels and 15 half-barrels.....-| 1,680.00 Poe a 

De | Potatoes vege cence en ceeeees weeeeee-+| 50 barrels .....22. 2-202 eeeeee erent: . 200 00. ct =
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oa ; | | List.of cargo of schooner Walter L. Plummer, §-c.—Continued. ben ; 3 

7 oe : _ Where produced. | Description. : Quantity. Value. | 

aa | United States......) Scales...0000000c000ccccceeeececec.| Qeetecesceeeeeseeeececceseesececee.} $5000 000 
Poco: o | Shafts. ...-.2-22....0eceeeecceeeee| 6 PAWS... eee ence cece eee eee “95, 00 
4 Shovels .........2.-...0-00.2-0-+5-) 4 bundles .-2... eee eee ee cee eee 48 00 
ge 7 | Spokes... eee eee eee eee ee | 1 CASO. ee cece eee cece eens. 5000 

| a Staves ..222-- 220s eeee ee eee ee | 30,000 eee eee ewer eeeeeneeee| 1,500 00 0 
a. Stoves 2.200. eee eee eee ens | Geen ene cen cence cee n ee caeeeenee: 50 00 
1. TIMWALe 2.2.0 - eee ee eee ee eee ne} B CASES. nee ee eee ee cena ee we ee ee ees 50 00 

ee . TOYS... 022 eee ee cee eee ewes ceweee| 1 DOX - eee ee ween ene nen cece cece 10 00 : 
i OT a OS C0 <) | 10 00 | 

Twine ...2..........---.--0--250-.] L bale 202 ee ee ene eee 295.00. — 
a Wheat .......-----------.------.-.| 5,000 bushels ...............-.-.---/ 10,000 00 
7 | Whips ...........-.---.-----------| 1 bundle .... 0. es eee. 15.00 : 
Be Willow-ware...<...+------------.-| 2 cases, 1 bundle ................../ - 50 00 

to. oo | ss CHARLES BARTLETT, — . 
i-- — ' an Consul. 

Zz | | GERMANY, | | 

po | No. , 

bo | Mr. Kreismann to Mr. Seward. | : 

ann No. 284.| _ UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL, Oo 
we 7 Berlin, October 15, 1877. (Received November 3.) - 

fo, Sir: Recurring to my report No. 277, under date of 18th September 
eo last, relating to the “‘ trade” circular of the Department, I will, with your 
to leave, proceed to give a list of articles which from a thorough examina- ~~ 
ro tion of the subject I am led to believe may be profitably and extensively : 

ae introduced into Germany; adding.some general observations on-the 
fo. ~~‘ manner and mode of shipping their goods, which it is desirable for | 
to American exporters toobserve. - =... Se 7 7 
fo _ All articles known in our markets as fine castings, either bronzed or: | 
— maroon-colored and Japanned, are in decided demand here. So are such : 
i notions as mouse and rat traps of all kinds, Of tools, American breast- 

. , drills, wrenches of all kinds, saws, especially Diston’s circular saws, — 
1%. _ find a ready sale, the latter notwithstanding the fact that they are : 
Lo higher in price than the domestic article of the same character. Ameri- . | 
; can handsaws, owing to their shape, are not at all used here. Back- | 
i- saws and panel-saws of American make, although of most excellent 
Po quality and fitness, range too high in price, and those of French make | 
to - control the market. Likewise draw-saws, drawing-knives, chisels, and 
a gouges are too dear for this market, English goods of this description — 
‘ ee take precedence. Butchers’ saws are in considerable demand ;. so also | 
a -try-saws, trowels, plumbs, and levels are found very good and very 

aaa cheap, and sell largely. American augers and auger-bits are also much 
co liked, and, although rather dearer than the domestic articles, will find a | 

Po good market. Wooden planes of American make are very cheap in : 
i. comparison with the home-made ones, but to insure their sale their pres- 
i ent form must be changed to suit the German notions. Iron planes will | 
fo also sell well. American plane-irons are’too dear as compared with the | 
; English ones. American coopers’ tools find no sale, not being in con- ; 

formity with the forms and shapes in use here. : = 
; Wrought-iron hinges are pronounced an excellent article, but are too .
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- high in price as yet to obtain an extensive sale. Castiron hinges oak 

find no sale at all here; for door-bolts of all kinds and cast-iron stable- ke 

'. fittings of all kinds, as made in America, there is much demand. Ameri- — a 

ean hammers of good quality are too dear for the German market. 

-. . American scythes, if made to conform to the German shape, would also GS 

- find a favorable market. American shovels of all kindsarein demand, ©... 

_. and may be imported with advantage. The same is the case alsoasre- od 

~*~ gards all kinds of hickory handles, and of chisel, file, auger, and other Oe 

-. jike handles. Sadirons of all kinds are gradually finding their wayinto ~ oa 

. this market. American cut tacks and nails are not yet used here, buta 

demand is arising for machinery for manufacturing them. American x 

-_ poiler-rivets are too dear; but our padlocks of all kinds, on account of 

their quality and price, will find a large and ready sale. Thereisalsoa = | oe 

fair chance for trade in such articles as box-scrapers, can-openers, gas- — — 

__plyers, mincing-knives, saw-sets, and the like. — | De ee a 

| A fine market offers also for American oil-stones and grindstones. =... | 

All kinds of American agricultural implements have long enjoyed afine os 

_ market, but it is to be regretted that recently very many articles ofan 
- inferior quality have been sent here which are calculated to exercise @ te 

very injurious effect. For cheap American furniture, particularly cham- — 

---ber-sets, an extensive market can be secured by proper efforts. As ads 

: ditional articles which are gradually gaining ground may be mentioned 
~ American wind-mills, ventilators, and steam-pumps, gas-fittings of all = Soe 

_. kinds, hickory wheels, spokes, rims: for wheels and wagon-shafts known i) 
at. home as_bent-work; American toys, owing to their ingenuity and. =——s—ias 

: ‘durability ; portable steam-engines of from two to ten horsepower; wae 

American wood-working machinery, cheap metal clocks; further, all oN 

kinds of housekeeping and kitchen articles, especially when novelties; =~ po 

also, American shoe-brushes—while horse-brushes, although well made, 

are too dear. American curry-combs are generally too light for the ne 

- German market. For American sewing-machines all demand has ceased. oy 

-. As regards American leather and boots and shoes, I beg to refer to my ae 

reports Nos. 276 and 280. Mention may finally also be made of ourex- ~ Soom! 

 gellent pressed glasswares as offering a prospect of fair and profitable => Moe 

- sale. The American manufactures now best known in Germany are - 

those of the Eastern States, especially Massachusetts and Connecticut; 

| of the Middle States, those of Pennsylvania. A reason forthe factthat = = 
- our Western manufactures are known here in: but a slight degree may, 9% 

| perhaps, be found in the habit of Western manufacturers of quoting =... 
their goods, in answer of German importers’ questions as to prices, &G, 2.05 

- $6 free on board the cars at the place of their factories”. ~The German 

merchant, being in no position to even guess at the cost of transporta- = =< J 

tion from such factories to the seaboard, fails to give attention tosuch =9 

quotations. In all cases it is essential: for American manufacturers to => 

-. -give, in answer to questions for prices, the weight as wéllasbulkoftheir =." § 

goods, so that the German importer may be enabled. to calculate not =} 

| only the sea-freight, which is by bulk, but also the duty andrailroad 

- freight in this country, which is by. weight. Considerable faultisfound See 

here with American exporters on account of the want of care whichitis = = J 

alleged they observe in packing their goods. It not unfrequently oc- = -.., 

- eurs that a machine is sent with some little screw or wrench missing, . ff 

which it is impossible to replace except from America, thereby render- =... ff 

ing the machine for the time being useless. Itis also held here that Od 

it would be better that goods sent here should be packed in eratesand 

~~ not in cases, the former mode affording better protection against break- 0
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;  ~—-~—s age. All cases of American goods shipped to Europe should be uum- ~*~ 
i _ bered and bear also the initials of the senders, otherwise the receiver | 
+... to whom goods may be consigned on the same vessel, from more than : 
poo one sender, may be at:a loss to properly distinguish cases bearing the | 
| --~——s same numbers, and thereby be greatly embarrassed respecting the dec- 
; ~~—S~—s Aarations he is required to make in entering the goods at the custom-. | 
oo . houses. | en oo a Pa | 
yo Hoping I may have succeeded in the foregoing statement in meeting | 
i... the intentions of the Department, as expressed in the recent trade-cir- 
a cular, and promising further reports upon the subject as theinformation — 
oa gathered may warraut them, — Ts ae 
qe : Tam, &e., > SO Oe ey St 
tO | re H. KREISMANN, | a 
bo | | | oe 7 Consul-General. 

po a : — Now16. 0 | | OO | 

me oo . Mr. Steuart to. Mr. Seward. — Se | 

ne ~ No. 206.) oo UNITED STATES CONSULATE, : 
io oo | Leipsic, October 27, 1877. (Received November 21.). : 
ao: Srp: In response to the instructions contained in your circular of Au- | 
i>. ~~ gust last, concerning the development of trade between the United 2 
ne States and foreign countries, I have the honor to report as follows: | 
ro Within the past few years, in this district, a greatinterestin American 
i. manufactures has been developed; and éspecially since the Philadelphia - 
boo Exhibition has the reputation of our products acquired such prominence. —_ 
oa and been so favorably sustained and noised abroad by the intelligent © 
be Germans who visited the exhibition, that a demand has arisen for them = 
i ~- to such an extent as to compel the serious attention of those who sup- . 
Pos ply the wants of the public. Although the Germans resist innovations 
- _ upon the manners and usages to which they have been forsolonga 
oo time accustomed, and while they are slow to accept novelties and dis- ~ | 
Bo trustful of all foreign importations, being strongly prejudiced in favor a 
fo of their own productions, yet the opportunities, though few, that have «| 
i lately been afforded them of examining and acquiring a knowledge of 
Re. _ American products have created a very spirited inquiryanddemandon | | 
t the part of consumers which the merchants must satisfy. For instance, : 
;. hardware-dealers find it necessary to keep in stock toolsandimplements "| 
1... of American make, because they are considered the best and most du- | 
| rable; in stationery stores are to be found American gold pens, fancy _ | 
i table cards, much superior to those. made here, paper-weights, twine- | 
i holders, pen-racks, letter and bill files, and other practical articles for = 
i the use of merchants, which are made so cheaply and tastily in America 
Pool. . that large quantities are sold here; shirt-dealers are compelled to pro- | 
+. ~~: vide American shirting cotton to meet the wishes of their customers ; 
to _ and I was recently informed by one of the largest dealers in fancy goods | 
to and notions in this city, whose stock is gathered from all parts of the 4 
to ' world, that he considered American silver-plated ware as the best, and © : 

aa sold it as such, and that his sales of American articles were constantly => 
to, increasing. Indeed, one ofteu hears, from men of good judgment, the 7 
Ro opinion that all American productions are so practical, tasty, good, and 
be ———s cheap that they must come into general use, and that were it not for the |



— . obstacles presc ntel by our tariff (greater in some places than in others), 

- they would soon be introduced into all countries... In this city enter. 9 0). 

. prising éommission-houses are seeking connections with American man- SGN 

| ufacturers in all branches for supplies of their products, believing that © 034 

. . ‘in the near futare a good business can be established. Onehouse here, © 022%) 

-- Jong engaged in the. sale of American oil cloth, has. added recently to a 

.  — their stock-American paper-hangings, which are made by us much bet- = 

ter and with far more taste than in this country, and they arenow oS 

bringing over samples of prints, cotton sheetings and shirtings, also 

-. . medium carpets, which they hope successfully to introduce. tes 

.- Silver-plated goods are so generally used, and those madein America~ =. 
- are so far superior in composition, finish, beauty, and strength to those... 

‘made in this country, that, with proper presentation, there can be no oe 

_ doubt of their successful introduction. — Merehants with whom I have «9 9. 

-  gonversed say that it will go slow at first, and that the manvfacturers. _ pes 

must be very particular with the goods sent over to this market inorder 

- te protect their reputation and secure con fidence, but that from the =. 

present ontlook the successful introduction of American goods inte this 
- gountry must be admitted. 
-- Tt is highly important that our manufacturers should select well-estab- _ 

-‘jished and favorably-known houses to act as their agents, as well to 
obtain the confidence of the public as for their own security. Applica- ce 

- tions for consignments or samples from houses without reputation or ee 
indorsement should be rejected. a eee 

-»- J would call attention to the great advantages afforded by the spring - 

| __ and fall fairs held in this city for the introduction of new products into. 

Germany. ee Ca a AE 

__* Leipsic is' the commercial center of Saxony, and one of the great trad- =. ©. 

~. ing eenters of Europe. Each spring and fall a great. fair is held, to ae 

_ which buyers from all parts of the world are congregated in very large 
a numbers. They remain from one to two weeks solely for the purpose Of a 

. . seeking out, examining, and purchasing the products of the factories es 

| from all the German States, as well as what may be presented from other =... = 

-.. countries. I would suggest, as a good plan, to send a line of samples to - Pe 
-- meet the opening of one of these fairs (especially the spring fair, which = 
-_.ig the largest and best attended) under the charge of a man whothor- ss. | 

oughly understands the manufacture of the goods, one who hasa good 

—_- gtock of. patience, and who will adapt himself to the peculiarities of the => os 

people with whom he will be brought into contact. A knowledge of the oe 

language is very desirable in so far that inquiries, descriptions, and Aes 

explanations are much more satisfactory to both parties when given, 8 

-. direct than when an interpreter has to be used. = Ae 

pe It will be seen at.a glance that, by such an opportunity as above. Ss 

‘mentioned, an agent could. cover more. ground and show his wales tos 

_ more persons from various parts of the country in afew days than he as 
-.- goald by weeks of travel. He could learn what styles and designs are * 

_ required by the different markets he wishes to supply, could select. 
agents in such places as he considered most suitable, and if he found = 

| sufficient encouragement might establish a depot for his wares. | wo ess 

Since the Leipsie fairs have. about lost all interest for American =. 
buyers, except, probably, in the one article of furs, I would be pleased Oe 
to. see them utilized by our manufacturers for theintroductionof Amer- ~~ ——- > 
jean products 

SOHN AH. STEUART, 0 
EE .. United States Consul. had
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Poe . | - Mr. Griggs to Mr. Seward. en : 

| oe No. 33.] | | UNITED STATES CONSULATE, | - 
eo | Chemnitz, Saxony, October 29,1877. (Received Nov. 19.) 
+: ~—-—sSStr: The consular district of Chemnitz has a population of about ~— 

ee 420 to the square mile—in all, nearly one million. In a country so 
poe densely populated there must necessarily be many manufactories, as is | 

ee the case here. Almost every variety of goods is produced in Saxony, 
+ -.- ~~ and perhaps four-fifths of the people earn their living by manual labor. 
aa In a country where there are so many laborers wages are usually very 
i low; hence this country is noted for its cheap labor as well as for its _ . 
ae _ cheap goods. It is the cheap labor of this district alone which enables > 

bee the manufacturers to place their goods in other markets at competitive | 
+. _ prices. Southern Saxony is not sélf-supporting unless foreign mar- 
rt kets can be found for a large percentage of the goods which are 7 

too there produced. Necessity has made the manufacturers of this district — | 
Po very energetic in seeking customers from abroad. The cheapness of : 
i: Saxon goods, coupled with our wants and avidity to purchase anything : 
} . __ that is foreign, has enabled Saxony, so far, to sell to the United States 
| about three-fourths of her exports, the goods shipped from this district 
ee alone to our country being of the value of about $4,000,000 annually. 
Te _ In this part of Saxony the manufacturers are fully aware of the im- - | 
2 | portance, to them, of our trade. They have endeavored to ascertain our | 
- wants, some of them visiting Philadelphia last year principally for that | 

}. purpose. Notwithstanding we patronize them as liberally as we do, 
Eo scarcely a day passes but that I hear our import laws vitterly denounced, | 
bo because, by them, our ports are virtually closed to many classes of their | 
foo goods, which we cannot now afford to buy... I am convinced that, with. 
boo out a general brightening up of trade or a modification of our tariff 
bo laws, the trade of our country with this district cannot be materially in-- | 

ae creased. | | JUDGE SUES ES ne SL | AW aa - 
{... > To increase the exportation of our goods to Saxony will be noeasy 
= undertaking. Unlike our people, the citizens of this country are slow | 
}~ to adopt foreign ideas, and itis very difficult to induce them to purchase | 
‘ae foreign goods, especially when they have anything of their own manu- | 
to facture which will answer their purpose. Once accustomed to the use of 
;-.~—~— anarticle, they are loath to buy anything new. The country people of ~ | 
= this district still hitch a horse to the side of a pole and drive with a sin- : 
}.-. . gle orjerk-line, persistently refusing to change to shafts and double lines. | 
t. Even in this city of nearly one hundred thousand inhabitants the cab- __ | 
po. _ drivers would not lay aside the pole and single line until they were com- | 
i. pelled to do so by the city authorities. Adherence to established cus- | | 
to toms marks the people of this district in almost everything they use or — | 
{~~ do, and their actions are no more regulated by habit than their pur- 
t chases are by use. A large majority of the people feel that they are | 
fo too poor to purchase new articles in order to ascertain their merit,and = 
me therefore they only buy such goods as they have used, or have seen | 
PP. others use, thereby avoiding the risk of an experiment. | 
ve Notwithstanding the obstacles which.must be overcome in order to | | 
a increase our trade in this district, there are many articles which our 
Lo merchants could profitably sell here, provided proper steps were taken. 7 
, tointroduce them. | | a . a 
foo I instance three classes of American goods which are not, but which 
i might be, sold in this district to good advantage, viz: First, articles :
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--which we produce, but. which Saxony does not; second, articles which 3 

‘of American manufacture which are superior to those produced in this =~] 
~  eountry. The first class of goods it would not be very difficult tointro- =.) 

duce; the second would probably sell, to a limited extent, as soon as 
- placed upon the market; but the third could only be sold by patience =. 

| and perseverance, unless they were much cheaper than those produced ss 8 
© in this country. OR BR RS Ha eae 
_. The following are some of the articles which, I think, might profitably = =. 3 

be sold here. First class: all kinds of wooden ware, fellies, hubs, and. es 

spokes for wagons, ax-helves, mechanical tools, spun cotton, muslins, = > 

-. galicoes, dried apples and peaches, baking-powder, and various kinds of = = = == 4 
|  ganned fruits. Second class: lard, all kinds of cured meats, and (during = = = . |. 
. . @ portion of the year) butter.’ Third class: plows, wagons, harness, = 

.  harness-mountings, axes, hoes, shovels, reapers and mowers, and various ss 
- . other kinds of machinery, carriages, and especially merchant-seales and | 

- cooking-stoves. MPS EN ee | er arn) 
-. Some of the articles named may now be found in this market, but © 9 

they are few in number, and no effort is made to sellthem. 
Any person who has lived in this country. will say that to sell certain. 

kinds of American goods in the German markets would be an advantage 
"to. both countries; but the difficult question to determine is, “‘How shall —.*: 

-- they be introduced so the people will buy them?” It will not do to 
place our goods in the hands of merchants here who handle like articles ©. J 

_. of German manufacture, as such persons will usually make but little ° YF 
exertion to sell foreign articles, but will content themselves with dispos- 

_.- ing of those with which the people are acquainted, and which will conse- ot 
_. quently readily sell. a Be gg as 

fhe American goods which are now on the shelves of the merchants =| Ors 
of this city are unadvertised, and consequently not called for, 

~ -‘Yhe plan for increasing our trade with this country which, it seems = = 
to me, might be adopted with the least outlay and best results,isfora oo 89 

- number of our merchants to secure a large wareroom in Bremen or  ~«.; . 
- Hamburg, and in it store such goods as it is desired to sell. Letagents = 9 

- be secured in the larger cities to sell such goods only as should be fur- 9 
nished them from the general store-room., Their supplies beingso near —.... | 

_at hand they would need but a small stock to commence business with. == 
_ By advertising and industry they should soon be able to buildup avery 
fair business. : : | 2 NS os Se 

Dam, &e, oN, KA. GRIGGS, 
2 Ee Ag TE Se L Consul 

- ow ‘Mr. Lee to Mr. Seward. — | | Eg 

~ No. 36.) 0 |. UNITED STATES CONSULATE-GENERAL, _ ES 
ae _ Frankfort-on-the-Main, Sept.11, 1877. (Received Sept. 24.) 
. Sire: Referring to separate Department dispatch dated August, 1877, 

I beg to submit some-preliminary observations germane to the subjects > 
_ referred to in that dispatch. A a te a 
foe The present is in many respects a peculiarly favorable time for the = = 

| introduction and sale of American productions inthis part of Germany. © 
 - The existing plethora of coin, the languishing state of skilled.produce =.
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yo tion, and the low rates of duty now established, conspire to invite the. 2 
American producer to find here a profitable market. At the same time, - 

7. si pursuing this result, he is obliged to eneounter serious obstacles,and 
f:.- one of these is the prevailing feeling that the American tariff system is 
\...___ not sufficiently liberal toward the German producer; that there should | 
i--. __ be greater reciprocity of commercial advantages between the two coun- 
+ tries, and that, if we would extend our trade in Germany, we should — | 
ik —-——s reduee the legal obstacles to a like extension of German tradeinour =~ 
a own country. This feeling, whether just or not, has become widely dif- 7 
‘ _- fused among the purchasing classes, and is the occasion of much jealousy 
‘ ae and coldness toward efforts to increase the sale of American produc-.  — 
oe tions. . . ae / — . pas A 

+... Another difficulty is the strong attachment of the German people for 
a their fixed customs, and their disinclination to adopt innovations, espe- 
Co cially those of foreign origin. The more extensive introduction and sale | po of many articles of American production, for which there might appear ___ 
oa to be a very large field here, implies an essential change in habits and 
ko ways of doing things which have lasted perhaps for generations, and > | 
ro which will not be abandoned except for very strong and obvious reasons. 
to ' At a future time L hope to lay before the Department the results of an : 
io. investigation I am now making as to the existing prices, demand, and — ! 
Po opportunities for the sale of various articles which can be supplied by | 
poo American industry, and with respeet. to the products of this part of | 
i... Germany in which the trade of the United States may be increased. At 7 
yo ‘present I only wish to offer some general suggestions as to the best 
Py ‘means of promoting our commercial interests in this field, having special 

my reference to the difficulties already mentioned which stand in the way 
fo of this desirable end. | i rs 
Pet _ As to the prejudices arising from the present tariff regulations of our 
bo country, I have to say that, while they amount toan obstacle intheway => 
{--. of extending our trade, they will readily yield. to superior motives of [pecuniary interest. The Germans, like other people, will buy whereand 
ft --- of whom they can buy the cheapest, only. provided they shall be con- « | 
{-- __-vineed that the articles offered them are the cheapest. To carry such 
ae _ convictions, our producers must pursue substantially the same processes 
f° as in America, except, perhaps, that more effort is required owing tothe ! 
bo peculiar difficulties to be overcome. “They must advertise their wares, | | 
[to exhibit them, and submit them to trial. They must solicit sales, either _ | 
tin person or by responsible agents, who have the sagacity to availthem- © 
be Selves of opportunities to sell, and who have the necessary integrity | 
bo. and financial reliability to win the confidence of the people. A mere 7 
b - margin of difference in commercial values will scarcely, of itself, intro-. | 
a ~ duce or extend any branch of trade unless it: shall be supplemented and 
“pursued by active business enterprise. | : | 
po To no European country, as I believe, do these observations apply | | 
feo. > _ with more force than to this. The large German population in America =: , 
I: _ somewhat predisposes the people of Germany to more intimate commer- | 
bE cial relations with the United States, and to a favorable opinion of 
1 American productions. But, at the same time, the German people are : 
peo naturally cautious and conservative with reference to commercial ven- | 
|}. tures, and they must see and thoroughly try our wares before they will | 
i. extensively buy them., An implement that: has been in use for a hun- ; 
boo dred years, awkward. and inefficient though it may be, will not be sad- 
boo denly laid aside for a new one, however superior. There must first be | 
|}. a@ fair chance for comparing the merits of the two and for ascertaining | 
L the superiority of the new one over the old by actual experiment. For 2



these reasons I am inclined to lay some stréss upon the suggestion = 
_ already made as to the exhibition.of American productions, and to pro; 

pose the establishment of a depot in this city for that purpose. Sucha = = 
> depot might be organized and maintained entirely by private enterprise =. 

-. and at very moderate expense, all interests sharing in its advantages ie 

which do not conflict with each other, and which could agree upon a 
- gommon' agency for its supervision and maintenance. Astothe bene || 

fits to be derived from such an arrangement, I have not a doubt. If =. 
international industrial expositions, which are necessarily temporary in oS 

| their character, have accrued to the advantage of the exhibitors, much = =) 
more would this, the effect of which must be direct and continuing. If, Te Gs 
by State and county fairs and other similar exhibitions, our own people, = 

| are made familiar, year by year, with the various fruits of Skilled labor = 

and the newest appliances of the mechanic arts, and if thereby salesare 
~~ accelerated. and trade extended, the same means, permanently and 

- direetly applied, must produce the same or even greater results abroad 
than they produce at home.. A better place for locating such a depot 3 
as. I have suggested: could scarcely be found in Germany than Frank. ©, J 
‘fort... It is the most central of the large cities of the empire, and readily. os ee 

communicates with all parts of it by rail. The extent of its railway 
passenger traffic may be estimated from the fact that nearly twohun- |. 

- dred passenger trains (188) arrive at and leave its various depots,every —_ RG 
- twenty-four hours. Its convenience of access makes it the favorite place. 0 

of meeting for all kinds of societies’ anniversaries and national or pro-; et 
_ vineial conventions; and its two neighboring watering-places, Homburg 

and Wiesbaden, together with its historical.and social attractions, bring 
to it and through it, every season, tourists from all parts of the world. 7 =. 
 Jtis also, as is well known, a.leading commercial center, having large 
American interests, and affording rates of exchange and conveniences = og 

- of remittance not excelled on the continent. Doak SS 
-. ‘Jn the matter of transportation to and from America the advantages ._ ea 

of Frankfort are no less marked. Lying in the heart of.Germany and st 
| of the Continent, it is nevertheless accessible by water the entire’ dis. 
- tanee from New York or Philadelphia. Goods shipped by steamer to 

Rotterdam may there be forwarded. by Rhine boat to Mayence, and — Be 

_ thence, by smaller boats, up the river Main (twenty miles) to Frankfort. © 4 

__- The project of deepening the channel of the Main, now likely to beex- eal ae 
~~ ecuted: within two or three years, will enable the largest Rhine boats to ae 

- ascend to Frankfort, thereby reducing the number of necessary trans- ol 
, shipments between the United States and this. city toone only, = 

These suggestions I respectfully submit for what they may be worth, ==. 
hoping that any imperfections that may be discovered therein may be = 

_ charitably considered. Pe a eg 
Tam &e, ALFRED ELLER, 202000. 

co 0 Mr, Lee to Mr..Seward. ee oo 

~ No. 56.) 000 UniteD STATES CONSULATE-GENERAL, 
— * Frankfort-on-the-Main, Nov. 26, 1877. (Received Dec. 14.) 0 

Resuming the topic of my dispatch No. 36, I have to offer some addi- 
tional facts and observations, which, I hope, may be of use in pointing © 
out methods for advancing our commercial interests in Germany. ee
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i. It must be premised in the beginning that depression of business ! 
to _ makes frugal purchasers, That such depression has prevailed in Ger- | ! 
i... - many for four years past, and still prevails, is the universal testimony. 2 
7 That. it may yet continue for some time to come is quite possible. The 
i. ~~ disastrous outcome of the grape-crop this year will largely diminish one. 
1 sof the great sources of commercial revenue and means of productive | ! 
dee interchange. The failure of negotiations for renewal of the commercial = 
i}. ~—s treaty with Austria may deprive many producers of their accustomed | 
eo market, and throw them back upon the surfeited demands of home con- | 

oO sumption. Much depends also upon the course of political events in 
eo Europe; the enduring apprehension of war, and the necessity of main- 
, taining an immense armament, constitute a dispiriting incubus upon pro- 
*-. ~~ ductive industry. At the same time.a protective tariff is threatened, 
- and its possible enactment is a contingency. that deserves to be at least = 
{ considered. A large proportion of the manufacturing element is clam- 
i. orous for it, and the general complaint of tax burdens, which, no doubt, 
i seem more oppressive under the direct than they would under the indi- 7 
, rect system, encourages resort to it as a matter of revenue expediency. 
¢-. . A small but continuing deficit in the national exchequer re-enforces the 
po arguments in favor-of new and indirect sources of revenue. The cries 
i, of labor unemployed mingle with those of manufacturers whose mills 
- are idle, or nearly so, and who are realizing more and more the pressure ~ 
:. = of foreign competition. Against all this stand a strong free-trade sen- 
| timent, the fixed policy of the nation, and the apprehension of increasing 7 
eo the cost of raw material to the manufacturer, and of the manufaetured | 
boo. product to the consumer. .— ee | ‘ 
ae The American importer.must also be prepared to eontend against 
Po cheap imitations of his wares. Already such imitations are commonin  —_. 
fo the German market, and they have in some instances impelled our peo- | 
bo ple to fight the imitators with their own class of weapons. But this - 
to course is not to be commended, either as a matter of expediency or profit. 
to it injures the general reputation of our wares, and at best secures only a | 
f- temporary benefit, (00 0 ts eT 
bE Another obstacle to be met is the cheapness of labor, which affords 
Po a powerful agency for competition with more expensive, albeit more | 
Peo skilled production ; it not only reduces the cost of a given product, but 

sometimes furnishes an incentive for dispensing with that product. .§ .- 
| =~. +Where labor is so inexpensive there will always be a certain reluctance = 
a toward buying the appliances that economize it. There will also exist — | 
Po the jealousy of labor itself against such appliances. — oy 
| ae It can be scarcely doubtful, as a corollary from these observations, = 
L ' that an improvement of business in Germany would make her a better > 
EO customer of the United States, and that until such improvement comes, | 

. she will have many powerful motives for frugality in her purchases. | 
bo Against these adverse circumstances, however, many others of great 

ft .. _ force are operating, and will operate in favor of our producers. First © 
Poo among these may be mentioned the abundance of money with which a. 
i. Germany has been blessed, if it may be called a blessing. The empire 
bo has a large amount of surplus coin which it is anxious to dispose of to 

| the best advantage. If Americans can supply the articles which are in " 
boo) demand in the German market, there is an obvious opportunity for them. | 
i. to obiain this coin in exchange for their goods. A surplus of the pur- — 
i chasing medium naturally predisposes its possessor to be a purchaser | 
fo rather than a producer. The German Empire has been subject to the a 
f- influences of such a condition ever since the French indemnity was paid. - 

ft She is making energetic efforts to escape from them, it is true, and to
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restore the necessity of creating values by reducing the means of ac- © =>. & 
quiring them, but the process has not yet been completed, and the cur- 0 
rents of trade meanwhile are forming, indeed have formed, new and ~*. / 7% 

.. permanentchannels, © 8 
-_At the same time, German industry has not progressed, eitherinthe = ou. 
—. quality or quantity of its productions, and in attestation of this it is — OOS ea ; 

-, easy to cite an abundance of German testimony. In a memorial ree ©... 
_ cently presented to the chancellor of the empire by German merchants: =. § 

_. Of Montevideo, South America, they say: 0 

| ‘The official reports of the German commission to the Philadelphia Exposition have ==: ~' 
confirmed impressions we have long entertained. It is a fact that German manufac- = 
tured articles are more and more supplanted in the market by those of other countries, ew, 
and that, under the influence of competition, German importations are continually «© | 

_. lessening. In our opinion, the following are some of the causes which have contributed ae | 
to this result, and which have been observed.in all the markets of the world: = = ay 

. 1. The German manufacturer has not followed the example of hiscompetitors in giv- os ee 
/. ing to cheaper articles the finish of superior ones, 0 

2, He-has lacked that progress in taste which his competitors have exhibited. 
_ 3. There is dissatisfaction with his delivery of orders, so far as quality and meas- - * 

ure are concerned. His ambition seems to be to make cheap goods of inferior quality, == (., § 
_. and sell them in large quantities © Re 

| ‘The Montevideo importers goon to observe: = = = 
The present English calicoes appear to the buyer like the original quality, made =. .§ 

- before the pressure of the crisis, and French wool hats have the appearance of felt = = ~=*:'-§ 
hats, while the German hats and calicoes cannot stand comparison with those of  - =... 2§ 

 - English and French manufacture. Ce ae 
. . About ten years ago we had here only German dress-goods for sale, but of latewe | «7% 

- cannot import them any more; the English manufacturers monopolize the market. ==... 
- Recently the English have also been making the French novelties in.dress-fabries, but’ = 

the Germans have not progressed in this way. On the contrary, they have resorted to 
the production of cheap goods, of poor material, and unsalable patterns. Besides, § ©. 
nearly all the German dress-goods fail to keep measure, while the measure of English 
goods is correct, and it follows that when the importer opens correspondence with the = ss 

- manufacturer and complains of short measure, it often ends very unsatisfactorily, 8 9.9. 4 
-. ° The German manufactures of iron stand well the competition with English and Bl 

_. Belgian. Of German wire for fencing, and strap-iron for packing, large quantities are 
consumed. Wire tacks are mostly imported from Germany, but not always tothe os E 

- satisfaction of the importer. The tacks are sold by weight, and it.often happens that — Jones 
four or five times more wrapping-paper is used than by the manufacturers of Holland, 
Belgium, and France, and that two numbers are put in one package, when only the ee ee 
thinner was ordered. Moga t Sosy cee oé a A eas 

—-- We have the same complaint to make of. chains manufactured from wire. Whena =) |... ff 
particular number is ordered, it often happens that a thicker number of wire hasbeen... ss 
used, and since chains are sold by weight, it is a loss and damage to the importer. ee 

Jt is nearly impossible to sell woolen goods, flannels, shawls, tarlatans, -pantaloons-. = 5s 
_.. stuff, and hosiery by sample, for there is often a great difference between the samples = =e. 

and the goods delivered. Besides, there is general complaint of want of promptness, 2 
-. both in correspondence and in forwarding goods. Ns ee 

_.. Farther home testimony to the same effect is by no means wanting, = = 
and, like the foregoing, might’ be equally useful on our side of the J 

_ Atlantic, both by way of instruction and admonition. Space will not =. 
|. admit, however, of more than one or two morecitations. Anexperienced = |. * 

| German citizen, who deals largely in many kinds of machinery, home- =. = 

made and imported, frankly states that the German manufactures are 
-. not only becoming dearer, but ‘are lacking in finish, and areimpracti- = == 

. As illustrating this point, as-well as others to which reference will be 2 0"). 
 . made, the same gentleman’s statements: may be quoted in this connec- 

tion, as follows: 0 ee 
-. Forks for handling hay, straw, and manure, though distrusted at first, nowforma =  . - 

. . respectable item of importation from the United States. 00 
—. About ten years ago I brought these implements over from England, and found great no. 

APRA cee oY oh
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fo difficulty in introducing them, because, in the first place, the German farmer sticks to 
Ro old custom and likes to oppose innovation. Higher prices increased the difficulties. 
io _ However, the forks came gradually into use. A German house soonimitated them,  - 
ge _ and its prices being much below the English, I was obliged to buy a large quantity in 
ooo. order to meet competition. . | a re 

. . This state of things did not last long. The German house had used German wood — | 
oo _ for the handles, while the English had employed American wood, and in a few weeks 
eo I had so many complaints of breakage of the German handles that I had to give them 

| ne up altogether. I now applied: to the United States, and obtained excellent handles 
wo trom avery good firm; but even then they became too expensive, in proportion, and,. | 
fo as people began to get used to American forks, I imported them in considerable 
Poe quantities from an American house. The example was soon followed by other firms | 
| ae of the United States, who overstocked the market with trash at very cheap prices, 
io sent travelers in every direction, and at last created a complete distrust with regard | 

eo _ to American forks. | a | co oe | epee 

Reo The report of the imperial commission to the Centennial Exposition 
it ~——s may be cited in confirmation of these statements, so far as they indicate ! 
Po the condition of German manufacturing industry. That there has been 3 
te a great decline in the quantity of manufactured products is still more, 
co demonstrable. On this subject, especially as relates to the past twelve 
bee. months, the following expressions are given by twelve leading manu- 
eer _facturers in various parts of Eastern and Southern Germany: . oe 
i 1. Production one-fifth less than in 1876; 2. Production one-third less 
fo than last year; 3. Production has increased; 4. Production 20 per cent. 
ms. Jess than last year; 5. Production less than last year; 6. Production | 

| same as last year. If workmen have been dismissed, those remaining | 
i. have worked harder. Where time has been reduced production has been . | 
foe -. diminished; 7. Production 20 per cent. greater than last year; 8. Pro- — | 
t=. duction one-third less than last year; 9. Manufacturers continually dis-- 
{. _ charging operatives; 10. Production about the same as in 1875; 11. 
Poo Working hours reduced one-third. Production one-third less than last | 
bo - year; 12. Make 20 per cent. fewer machines than last year. 
to So large a decline within the past year, as the majority of these state- 
too ments indicates, preceded, as it must have been, by a corresponding ‘pre- 
bo ~ vious. decline of much duration, would seem to strongly confirm the view 

Pe that the period of overproduction has substantially passed. There may, , | 
Po indeed, be still a surplus of cheap, shoddy goods in the market, but | 
Po - that is scarcely so much overproduction as abnormal or diseased pro- | 

ane duction, and cannot be considered a very formidable element of com- — 

be | ‘petition with superior articles offered at proportionately equal or lower 
Peo) prices. It is therefore a justifiable hypothesis, to say the least, that a 
fo market in which production has so greatly declined in quantity, and 

| has either not progressed, or has deteriorated in quality, is prepared for 
be the reception of new, improved, or superior wares of American manu- | 
i facture, and may profit by their introduction. ee 
foo . The American producer has in his favor anotherimportant considera- | 
bo tion, which was briefly suggested in a previous dispatch. The large | | 
Eo German-born population of the United States, and the friendly relations | 
| which have so long existed between the empire and the republic, naturally | 
‘oe predispose the German people to a like friendly feeling with regard to _ : 
Eo - our productions. It may be said, indeed, that as our country is the 
aoa _. favorite resort of the German emigrant,.and our securities the favorite 
bon. investment of the German capitalist, so our products are, of all foreign | 
bo kinds, pre-eminently the favorites in the German market. Thearticles | 

aan themselves have mostly created, and have generally well sustained, this 
a favorable opinion; and it is of the highest importance to American in- | 

poh. _. terests in Germany that they should sustain it equally well, or even 

eo better, in the future. . 7 7 7 . | : | 
fo - The gréat variety and undeveloped extent of American resources also,



_ add much to the chances of improving our trade iu this part of the = 4 
continent. Germany is not a country of extraordinary fertility. In  - eS 

_ ‘minerals, in agriculture, and in the mechanic arts, the United States =. 
_- possess many advantages not known here, or at least not inthe same 4 

_ wonderful variety and profuseness. American labor is not distracted, = <4 
and confused by the same military contingencies, nor hampered by the _ Oe 

_ game poverty of opportunities, and industrial energy being at once more + 
free and more concentrated, is also more progressive. With greater 

- resources, incentives, and possibilities, it would be strange if wewere = § 
_ not able both to supply wares not produced here, and to excel,in many os 

respects, those of continental production. This is both reasonable and 
| natural, and it is a fact which is generously appreciated in Germany. LS 
_ {t will be much in our favor if we shall not fail in a similar appreciation 

of the respects in which Germany possesses resources peculiar toher- © 
self, and in such it is to our advantage to patronize her artisans. Se 

_ As. to the measures by and the specific cases in which ourcountry. = 4 
men may avail themselves of the foregoing favorable conditions, there os 

_ is as great diversity of opinion as there is great room for it. Question es 
_. @ German on this subject, and in nineteen cases out of twenty the stereo: Se 
_ typed reply will be, “ Reduce your high protective tariff and you will === 4 

- improve trade both ways.” As to this suggestion, I have to. repeat the 
_ remark made on a former occasion, that if our manufacturers can pro- eg ae 

duce articles better, and, on the whole, cheaper than they can be pro- Du 
_ duced here the Germans will buy them without thinking of our tariff. In” oe 
_ other words, they will not allow their prejudices against our protective — a 

_ System to stand in the way of their pecuniary interests. Yet thereis Seg 
_ much ground for the belief that some concessions to the German feeling oo ee 
_. in this regard may now be profitably made,.and with mutual benefit to - ee 

‘the two countries. To such raw materials, for instance, ascan be more sss 
_. cheaply produced in Germany than in the United States, thisremark = .. -§ 

- may be especially applied. It is further applicable to such articles as Oe 
we cannot make for want of materials. To suggest such articles or ma- a 

_ terials is, perhaps, unnecessary, as the American manufacturer must _ oe 
_ have better advantages for forming an intelligent opinion on this sub- og 

_ ject than any one ot directly engaged in manufacturing, = Among all measures that can be suggested for improving American is 
_ trade in Germany, and in Europe generally, none seems! to be of such — — 
__-pressing necessity and great utility as the return to a fixed standard of ie 

values by our government and people. Indeed, I should regard this asi (asst 

___ the one indispensable condition to the proper development of American = 
interests on this continent. By fixed standard is meant, in this connee- .__ ee 

| tion, one that is placed beyond the reach of artificial fluctdationsin coin =i ss 
_ ho less than in paper, whether by virtue of our own legislation or the ©  —°.§f 
__ Speculative enterprises of foreign individuals or governments. Thead- == =. § 
_ . vantages of such a standard appear so obvious from this point of view oe 
. that it seems superfluous to suggest them. A chance observation of = = 

_ the currents of trade is sufficient to show that in this part of the world 
one of the chief obstacles to American commerce has been the inces- a 

__ sant fluctuation of prices, evidently due to the fluctuation of ourcur- = 
_ tency. The American exporter has been, and still is, obliged to fix his - ~.— 
_ prices at a standard high enough to cover risks of such changes of on BAe 

_ values between the time of receiving orders and that.of filling them, — a 
_-and has therefore been placed at a great disadvantage withthe German ss 
exporter, by whom the cost of production and the margin of profit = -§ 

1 . could be safely calculated for months beforehand. Many similarcon- = =. & 
_ siderations might be mentioned, but they are such as every intelligent = = §
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#. . manufacturer must be already familiar with. Only this further sugges- 

i: ——s tion: may be made, that the German importer naturally prefers todeal 

+’. with a country whose standard of values is fixed, and which does not) 

ks expose him to loss on large investments by enabling his competitors 
oe to avail themselves of sudden currency fluctuations... ee | 
t.. Another condition of success in the German market, as in any other, _ 
oa is, that it shall be carefully studied. It has its peculiarities, growing 

Po out of the habits of the people, their system of finance, and the phys- 

f=. __ ical and political character of their country. American or other foreign 
+>... dealers who undertake to supply such a market directly from home fall | 
Bo into a multitude of misapprehensions and mistakes, and the profitable. 

| ness of: their ventures is a mere matter of chance. On the other hand,” — 
too if they commit their business wholly to foreign agencies, they are at = 
Po the mercy of others over whom they have little control, and who,though 

bo. perhaps entirely responsible, cannot be expected to take the samein- | 
po terest in selling an article that the owner does. As between these two 
to extremes there is, perhaps, a safer and more advantageous ground. If = | 
: the American producer could extend a personal or modified supervision . 

fo over his agents abroad, there is scarcely a doubt that it would inure | 

foo. greatly to his advantage. As to his best means of. doing this he may, 
Ie... of course, have his own views, and must be governed largely by hisown _ 

on circumstances. This suggestion may, however, be ventured, that ifa =| 

Peo. profitable trade of any kind is expected. in Germany, it is worthy of | 

roo some special expenditure and effort. Time and patience, as well as { 

fee - money, may be required to build it up, and neither hired nor volunteer 

| oe agents, who have no direct interest, can be expected always to accom- 
t-. ___ plish the most that might be done in this behalf. / | 

bo The Germans, in their dealings with foreigners, are not fondofacircle | 
bo of intermediaries. They preter to get as near to the originalindividuals 

oo. with whom they deal as. circumstances will permit. Greatly attached 
bos. to their own customs, they are not more readily reconciled to foreign = 
{innovations by receiving them at third or fourth hand. In any case, | 
- ~—sthey wish to have time: and opportunity to thoroughly investigate be | 
to. ~ fore they purchase, and to try a new article before discarding an old | 

Po one. They like also to be sure that the dealer who offers it tothemis =| 

Feo responsible, and stakes a reputation, at least, upon the good faith of his | 
“pledges. It is of great advantage to the seller, on the other hand, | 
Po, that he should know how to avoid offending the prejudices of the peo- 
Pe ple and begetting their mistrust. oO! | | 
roo _” There seem to be two feasible plans of accomplishing these objects. 
ke ~——,s One is that of erecting branch establishments on the continent, when 

boo the business will justify it, and the other, that of permanent co-oper- — | 

be ative depots for the exhibition and sale of American goods. The latter 

a plan was suggested in a previous dispatch, and subsequent observation 
to has strongly confirmed the impressions on which the suggestion was | 
eo. based. Depots of this kind, each combining several interests, would” 

Boe certainly cost much less than the erection of separate branch establish-  . { 

Pc ments for each interest. Such a depot in Frankfort, for instance, would 

fo attract great attention, as, indeed, the bare suggestion of it has, and 

ee would place American fabrics before the inspection of both wholesale 

: and retail dealers from all parts of the empire. It would afford the op- | 

to portunity for examination and trial which is so important. It would 

i be-as much as to say, ‘We covet the inspection of our wares, and only 
i.  — desire that their merits may be understood.” It would bring the Amer- 

Poo ican manufacturer into direct, or almost direct, contact with the peo- | 
ic. ple here, and be to them a continual assurance of responsibility and
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good faith. To Americans it would be in the nature of a school for the = 
_. study of the German market, and to Ggrmans a like agency for ine = 
-.. struction in the merits of American production. It would enable the 0 84 
. Germans to see what we have to sell,and the Americans to seewhat =. % 

they may profitably buy in Germany. Its effects would bein kind the =... 
' game, but in degree greater. than those of a State fair, or aninterna- oe 

tional exposition, because its influence would be more permanent and = 3 
_ more directly applied. Considering its duration, its expense would be |. "4 

_ even less than such an exhibition, and the commissions, not tosay the = | 
losses, it might save would doubtless more than bear the expense of its Os 

- - maintenance. Opie ea TS ee | eo ee aa 
‘The details of organizing such an establishment could be safely left © o> ff 

to the business tact and judgment of those who might choose toun-  .. 3) 
.  dertake it. ‘There seems to be no objection to combining within the ==. 

| scope of its operations-any number of interests not antagonistic to each = 
other. It might be organized as a joint-stock concern, or on the co-op- 

_. erative principle. Two things are indispensable; first, that it shall be 2 oe a4 
undertaken in no spirit of speculative adventure, but as alegitimate = .§ 
business transaction; and second, that all shoddy wares shall be inex- ! 

_ orably excluded from the scope of its operations. It may besimplya © 3 
__. warehouse for exhibition, or also an agency for taking orders,asmay = 
_. prove best... It need not deal directly with retailers,anddoes notim- == ° -§ 

ply that all agencies and middle men are to be dispensed with. On . 4 
_ the contrary it may make such agencies and middle men more useful. |. | 
_ than ever by bringing them under more direct supervision of theirem- 4 

_ ployers. ee a 
Since this matter was first suggested in my dispatch No. 36,many ». 3 § 

_ notices of the suggestion have appeared in the German press, evidently == 3.9 
_ derived from American newspapers, and doubtless emanating fromin- 6.3 

_ formation given out by the Department. Many letters have conse. ©. 
_. quently been written to this office in regard to it,and many personal) =< >’: 

- Inquiries have been made. But in no instance has objection been made i (‘att 
_ tothe project, except on the part of agents who feared thatit meant - 5 
_ the loss of their occupation. A sample expression of this latter kind  - ea 

- isherewith forwarded. | | a ae 
__-In harmony with these suggestions, and as afurther means of advanc- =. J 

_ ing American trade in Germany, and in Europe generally, may be repree =f 
__. sented the importance of a creditable exhibit of American productsat == ff 
_ the approaching French International Exposition. The gravity of this = 

; matter can scarcely be overestimated. Through the reportsof European .° * Co 
visitors to the Centennial Exposition, our people have established a J 

- reputation on this side the Atlantic as skilled producers, which itis of ee 
the hightest importance for them to maintain. There are indications - -.- 

. that great efforts will be made by Germany to redeem herself at Paris hg 
_ from the unfavorable impressions that have grown out.of her Philadel- 

i  -phia showing. Should our country make a feeble exhibition of her.  — ae 
-- products beside the good one which Germany is likely to make of hers,  ._ & 
_ our producers must be greatly injured, and the good things that have ae 

}._— been said of them will be largely discredited. Any stintofexpenditure, =—«.> 
_ therefore, whether public or private, which prevents a first-class Amer- 2. 

| ican showing at Paris, will be short-sighted in the extreme. CS 
_. Bpurred by outside competition and formidable rivalries, Germany = -.§ 

js _-will probably herself hold an international exhibition within the next. «= 9-0 
j five years. Already suggestions are made to that effect, which shov - ..— 

_ that the necessity of doing the utmost to maintain and improve the 
_ reputation of German manufactures is being realized.
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t—~—~—~*~:—«CSAS: to’ thee particular branches of production in which American trade _ | 
i. -  ~———s may be improved, many suggestions might be given; butall aremore 
: or less hypothetical in the absence of experiment. No doubt actual | 
be effort to increase trade would show the increase to be practicable where 
i. it is little dreamed of. now, and impracticable, perhaps, where it is most | 
eo expected. The exhibition plan, which has been suggested, would af- 
f . _. ford the best and cheapest opportunities for bringing this matter tothe 
doo test. The Germans would no doubt largely develop their own wants = 
moe and demands after having a better chance to: see what we have to sell. | 

| ae Meanwhile, as a basis of opinion, some information may ‘here be given 
reo as to the condition of particular branches of industry and of American 
Peo trade in this part of Germany. —— | | , Se 

Poo LEATHER, | | 

fo Large quantities of this commodity are manufactured within the dis- / 
Po - trict of Frankfort and Mayence, and the exports to the United States 
roo were formerly very large. But the enterprise of American tanners has 
Po reversed this state of things, so far as the heavier leathers are con- 
bo. cerned. Copies of two letters, marked respectively C and D, are hereto 
r appended, the first being written by a prominent leather-dealer of this i 
to ity, and the second by a leading leather manufacturing firm of May-. 
fe ence. These letters are significant of the prevailing views of theclasses +; 
: of persons which the writers represent as to the present condition of 
[a the German leather trade and production, and as to the relations of : 
BO American competition thereto. The loss of our market for the heavier 

to _ jJeathers, aggravated by the strong competition of our manufactures 
t with those of Germany, on their own ground, has naturally caused much 
Po chagrin. But this can be no longer helped. The reversesin the cur- 
f° -——”—svents of our leather trade are permanent, and the German manufac- : 
ft... ~—___ turer, recognizing this, would be content now if our duties were lowered 
bo on the finer leathers, in whieh he claims to be able to surpass us asto 
vo ~—s cost and quality. He argues, as usual, that the reduction of duties | 
bo would bea mutual advantage to both countries, and the course by which 
to he reaches this conclusion is sufficiently indicated by the letters already. | 
Ro cited. co ee oo | | 
a ~ The production of leather does not seem to have been prosperous in : 
Es. ~~ Germany during the past year. One firm attributes this to “ overpro- : 
to. duction,” another to the fact that ‘raw hides cost so much,” and another / 
Po to “American competition.” Perhaps all these causes have operated f 

io together. Producers of lac-varnished calf-leather, it is said, have lost. 

to money, while the small tanneries have’ had most profit. When exports | 
| to the United States fell off, a market was sought and foundin England. — | 

i «Imports of oak and hemlock leather from America, for saddlers’ pur- | 
in. poses, have steadily increased since 1872. The German tanners have, ( 

oa in consequence, petitioned their government for an increase of duties | 

| on leather of all sorts, but no increase has yet taken place. — oy 

i an AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS. | 

Po In this branch of manufacture the Americans indisputably lead 

t Many reaping and mowing-machines, horse-rakes, and a large variety of ! 
Re harvest hardwares are sold in this city, all of American manufacture. | 
to The testimony of dealers is that the American machines and tools easily | 
to. _ out-sell the German of the same kind, though there is some objection to. 

to our reapers on account of their apparently greater weakness of con- |
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_. struction. Cologne, also, is a good market for our implements of agri- - 4 
— eulture. In Frankfort, of late, the demand for steam-engines andiron 

- - machines has somewhat lessened, but there has been a goodecall for 
milling and grain-cleaning apparatus, of which there has been aconsid- oa 

-.. erable export to Russia and Roumania. Reapers and mowers are but = | j 
little used in this immediate neighborhood, owing in part to thedivis- +) 
jon of the land into small tracts. 

As pertaining to the sale of agricultural implements, and illustrating = = J 
_ the mistakes liable to be made through misapprehension of this market, = | 

| - yeference may be made here to an advertising circular, to which my ate 
tention has been called, sent out by an American firm. The circularis = 
intended to advertise a new horse-rake, of which the advertisers are, 

.. proprietors, and undertakes to commend the articleto the Germanmind =. § 
-_-by representing it as drawn by a magnificent tiger, driven by a gaily = 
-- dressed young woman, the whole pictured in brilliant colors. The cir- © %4 

gular is a well-meant pleasantry, which would be readily understood at = 
- -home, but here its effect is to stamp the machine as a humbug, rather ne 

than to-commendit. Oo Bo 
pS EWING-MLACHINES. a 

-. The principal American sewing-machine companies have extensive = 4 
~~ agencies in Frankfort, and seem to be doing a satisfactory business. In oa 

and near this city are also manufactured from 16,000 to 18,000 Germans 
_. machines every year, the establishments employing several hundreds of =) +] 

of workmen. The production of these:establishments last.year was. 
| about 20 per cent. less than in 1875, and the prices of their machines J 

es “BOOT AND SHOE MACHINES. = ————— 

{he New England inventors and manufacturers of these machines are ~~... ¥ 
|. represented by a branch establishment in Frankfort, from which large 5 

numbers of their contrivances are being sold in all parts of theempire. = 
This enterprise illustrates, indeed, what may be accomplished by Amer- | + Had 
jeans in Germany by a careful study of the people,and byapatientand =.=) 

- 4ntelligent effort to build up a business among them. The establish-. ff 
-. ment is managed by native Americans, who have learned the German  ——. '§ 

| language while prosecuting their business. i a 
| 2 | oe OO | * o> Oe SE a 

_ Americans have a great advantage in this line of manufactures on  .—s—s' 
account of the abundance and superior quality of their woods. Our  ... § 

_ bent work, so largely and successfully made in the West, would scarcely =f 
| have arival here. The toughest and best kinds of wood used for arti: 

eles of that class do not grow in Germany, and even the commoner ._—. -§ 

| -varieties are by no means so plentiful as with us. No doubt thesaleof | § 
{| our general articles of wooden ware could be largely increased by proper 

PB effort, Ss a 
Po STOVES AND PUMPS. 

In this line there is some demand for American products, but the = § 
| styles of .articles now in use have become so imbedded in the habitsof . .«.§ 

~ the people that any change, even in the way of improvement, is very == 
i _ difficult. There is no telling, however, what continued perseverance in =. § 
f the offer of superior wares may accomplish, = ssis—‘“—s—sSS
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fo, FURNITURE AND KITCHEN-WARE, sid 
i... Generally the American styles are not suited to the German market | 
t-~ —_—_ because of the different modes of cooking and living. There are, how-: | 
t ._. ever, Some exceptional conveniences of the American kitchen and house- 
#.. _ _ hold which the people here seem to like, and which might no doubt find 
i... ~~ a profitable sale. , an ; | : . : 
Bo | RUBBER GOODS. _ oe | 7 

fo These and kindred articles of American make have been favorably | 
ie received in Germany, and doubtless the trade might be considerably — i 
te increased. ee | eS boo | - SHIRTINGS. | : : ae 

be The principal continental supply of these fabrics is obtained from 
too. Alsace. American shirtings have been profitably sold in Frankfort for 
Be two years past, and are found to be cheaper than the English. They 
too well hold their place in this market, and,'as there is much demand for | 
eo them, their sale will probably increase. American shirtings are being 
oo. extensively introduced also in other parts of Germany. _ | 

|. —s The sale of American silks has been tried here, but complaint is made 
i that they are dearer than those of Lyons, Crefeld, and Switzerland. : 

Po | | ss PRINTS. : | oe 
| _ In this line there would seem to be achance of successful competition —__ 
| ae with the English article. The very low cost at which the best prints ot 
boo are now made in the United States encourages. this idea, and the : 
+». chances of its success are certainly worthy of a fair test. Sere ee 

Poe | a DAIRY PRODUCTS, = s—s—<‘—sSS | 

| It would seem that the cheap and enormous pasturages of our West- 
f°. ern States ought to enable us to export the products of the dairy profit- | 
i ably at the prices they usually bring here. In this part of Germany the | : 
ft ._—__ supplies of cheese are drawn chiefly from Switzerland, Bavaria, and - ' 
}..... Wiirtemberg. The article is also imported from Austria, France, Bel- -f 
| ae gium, Holland, and Italy. In Saxony and Holstein are extensive manu- . 
t_—Ss factories ‘of cheese, but their product is not consumed in this neighbor- 
| ee hood. A large amount of Swiss cheese is exported to America, but the. 
f-_- American article does not appear to be familiar to the continental mar- | 
i ____ ket. The coin prices of butter and cheese in Frankfort and Mayence | 
|... —s daring the past year have been as follows: — . _ ep | 
eo Swiss cheese, per 100 pounds, $22.32 to $23.50; per pound, retail, =| 
Es 288 cents. | co ee Be : 
to Bavarian cheese, per 100 pounds, $18.80 to $19.95; per pound, retail, 
de. 224 to 234 cents. Oo po - | | 
[.._. _ Limburger cheese, per 100 pounds, $10.81 to,$12.92; per pound, retail, | 

t--.~--~—s Butter per pound, wholesale, 24 cents; retail, 28 to 30 cents. | od 
bo. Butter is said to be 25 per cent. cheaper than last year, on account | 
|. - . of its reduced consumption on the part of working people deprived of . | 
t+’. . employment. There is no trade in American butter or cheese, but itis. _ 
f°... __ the opinion of intelligent dealers here that these articles might be suc. 
to - cessfully introduced. SO |
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ao INDIAN CORN) 

This alone of American cereals is unfamiliar to Germany. The ef@ 
fort to make it better known seems quite worthy of trial,and might = =.] 

- proveaprofitableexperiment. 

~. The American dead-meat trade in England has attracted attention J 
all over Europe, and its success there justifies the expectation that it = |.) 
‘may yet be extended to this continent. Delivery of the meat at Rotter. =.) 

| ‘dam, its transfer there to refrigerating Rhine-steamers, and its convey- 
ance to the markets of Cologne, Coblentz, Mayence, Frankfort,and =... 

_.. Mannheim, does not, in the light of experience, seem to be beyond the sg 
range ofpossibility. °° ren Re 0 

Oe ee  . -. CANNED GOODS. BS 

| The canned meats of Chicago are familiar to this market, and maybe 
geen in the windows of every grocery. American fruits and jelliesare 9 

» extensively sold. There is evidently a large and lucrative field in this. J 
§ business for those who know how to improve it. — | oe 

i —_- In a national convention of watch manufacturers held at Wiesbaden = 
s recently, the following declarations were made: “The International ==. 
| Exposition, at Philadelphia, has shown that the Americans have, with. © 
| ina few years, established-watch manufactories in their country, which,  =9 
7 with their energy and use of machines, have superseded the Swiss watch, =] 
7 industry for cheap watches. There is every reason to believe that the = =<», 
7 | Swiss manufacturers cannot any longer compete with the Americans,  . ©.) 
; #and that they are almost forced to adopt the American system of fabri- 0. 34) 
i ~—eation.” | , | a es 
- PETROLEUM LAMPS AND PENDANTS. | es 

4 These articles of American manufacture are now having a fair sale _ us ae 
4; ©in this city. The same is true of some variéties of gas-fixtures,and =» 8 
4 _—_icnickel-plated ware.. EE 
Po .  OIDEBR AND WINE PRESSES. 22 02° ed 

i —_ It is quite worth while to try the market with these wares. Thereis = | 
3. certainly great use for them. ee ee 

pF GARPENTERS’ TOOLS. 

4. _In the improved styles of American make there ought tobe a large 
qs Sale, and doubtless would be if the mechanics could be persuaded to  - 3 
j discard their own inferior appliances. = 

§ _ These articles, brought from the United States, are extensively sold es 
4 _here, in spite of the formidable competition and the admirable varieties =. & 
@ madeinGermany —=  — | — i 
e ©.) DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, 00 

4 The American inventions and patterns are unequaled. They ought © = = 
§ = =«tomonopolizethis market. ee oe ag
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i¢-- __ Scores of other articles might be added to this list which are either _| 
ft. ~—..:«-now sold in Germany, or might be, or the sale of which might be greatly —| 
7. ~~. increased were their merits properly made known. | 
;* -—- Appended to this dispatch are copies of five letters, culled froman 
i  ~——s extensive correspondence, and which are marked, respectively, A, B, C, 
re  — D,and E. The first two are written by gentlemen of rare intelligence 
bo _and large business experience, and contain valuable suggestions, to 
L .. . Which the attention of the Department is respectfully invited. Those = | 
i: » | marked C and D are given as illustrating the views of well-informed - 
i manufacturers and dealers in leather with regard to their interests, and : 
fe that marked E is appended as the single unfavorable expression that. 
t- __ has come to my knowledge with reference to some of the suggestions —_ 
be: —sdherein presented. =” a fk | 
bo Tam, &c., ae oe oo 

co | | | Co Consul-General. 

= / . [Inclosure 1 in N 0. 56.] —— 

7a. ; A.—Letter dated Bayreuth, September 7, 1877. a | 

io . | a a | (Extract.] os . , . " | 

be We never have strikes, for our district is not, properly speaking, a manufacturing | 
i one. Dismissed workmen nearly always look for employment in small shops, or be- — 
tt _ come laborers at buildings, &c.. They seldom look for work in the-country, where | 
po _ there is a great want of workmen. The country people dislike the town and city 7 
bo - workmen, and the latter dislike life in the country, which is frugal and wretched. | 
foe The law and the custom require that employer and employed shall reciprocally give 
bE : . fourteen days’ notice before terminating a labor contract. [This is the all but universal 
be. method of engaging laborers and artisans in Germany. Written contracts are very 
poe seldom made.—A. EK. L.] Workmen have a given time for breakfast and other meals. = 
oe There is very seldom any stipulation as to obligations of the master to the workmen.- | 
bo _- Meat is higher in price this year than it was last. Bread is cheaper. Potatoes and = 
| ee vegetables are 10 to 20 per cent. lower; while clothing and rents are the same aslast =| 
pe year. Clothing cannot be made cheaper, because the merchants lose too much: by | 
bo . giving credit, and have to make it upon those who pay. Well-organized consumption- ~— | 
bo societies, with honest managément, would be the only manner of releasing a large : 
to part of the workmen from their miserable lot. . a, 
Po _ * * * On the whole, production is about equal to that-of last year. Where work- 4 
bee men. were dismissed, those remaining have worked harder. Ia some branches there | 
Bo. has been a reduction of time for labor, and in such cases production may have been less. | | 
Boa ‘Its amount, however, is not.always proportionate to the time occupied by the laborer. 
aan _ Two men, for example, who work twelve hours will not accomplish as much as three 

ign —s men who work eight hours. Only at the rate of eight, or, at most, ten, hours’ employ- 
eo ment. per day can the workmen accomplish the best results. . ye 
Re The perpetual apprehensions of war, on the part of the people, and of social troubles __ 
boo _ on the part of the government, depress trade. Since nobody expects much from the ~ 
bo future, nobody allows himselfa luxury. Thisisinstantly felt in the workshops, where _ - 
Bo even workmen drink poorer coffée and use poorer cigars than ever before. People | 
- lessen their wants in all directions, and therefore manufacturers try to make cheaper 

ae wares, and make them poorer. Consequently all manufactured articleshavedepreciated | 
to. in every respect during the last four years. With exception of those who gamble on i 

Ee ’change, nobody gains anything. If the continual rattle of arms would cease, and the | 
boo social question were earnestly considered, confidence would soon resume its old place, : 
Be and trade would flourish. : ~ . a | | [ 

| ae The government, too, may accomplish much by exerting itself against all-kinds of | 
;.. .. ~~ dishonest business, and aiding those who try to elevate trade by honest means. 

= * * * As to American trade we would suggest— — | | 
Ba 1. If the United States would resume paymentsin gold coin, this would be the best | 
bo means of increasing trade between that country and Germany. oe . 
Boe 2. The United States Government should reduce the enormous customs duties which =| 
fon. it has placed on so many articles. No article except brandy, opium, and similar com- | 
reo modities, which do only harm, should be subjected to a higher duty than 20 per cent. |
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_ Any article which needs more protection than that is 4 hot-house plant, not worthy the = Ae 

gare of the great andrich republic. _ | OS 
. -- 3,-'The use of bills of lading, such as have been introduced in the English colonies. = ee 

| Under this-system the orderer does not receive the goods before he has paid the bill of ag 
- exchange, and of course it is made impossible, in this way, to give credit across the =, 

' ocean. It is plainly not the duty of a German manufacturer to give the use of his. ope 
_ eapital to an American customer to help the progress of the latter’s business. Ifthe | ee 
-.. American customer needs credit, he should be able to get it from bankers at home. 

-In this manner business can be done directly by an agent without capital, between ts 

‘producer and consumer, and there is not half as much risk for the manufacturer as (ee 
_ ‘under the present method. It is also from this manner of payment that all Gérman _ ere 

articles can be had for nearly the same price in the wholesale stores of Calcutta, Mel- A 

bourne, &c.,.as in. Berlin, Breslau, or Munich. A great many English and colonial 9 9 ey 

_ banks live entirely upon the discount of such bills of lading, and to the honorof Eng- 

- Jish merchants it must be said that there has never been a fraud committed by giving =. 
an order on a fictitious person. 2. . ees 7 a RE aha i EE oe ore aes 

4. To introduce more American articles into Germany, it would be well'to have- Oe Oy 

| . American warehouses in Berlin, Leipzic, Breslau, Cologne, Frankfort, Stuttgart, and eg 

Munich. From these points all parts of the empire could be easily reached. By this |. «§ 

-. arrangement the American producer could, with greater security, have a larger profit, = 0 4 
for the present losses by discounts, agents, shipmen, &c., would besaved. AOS 
. American manufacturers should also send representatives to the fairs of Frankfort =..." § 

--} and Leipzic with samples. At the Leipzic fair collect wholesale merchants, not from oes 
| Germany only, but from Austria, Russia, Roumania, Servia, Scandinavia, Holland,and oH 

_ Switzerland. Frankfort-on-the-Oder has three fairs, not only for all Germany, butfor oe 

: Poland and Russia.© rn CS . JE 

ae ae - - [Enclosure 2 in No. 56.] Co SER 

7 | By Letter dated Bielefeld, Prussia, September 26, 1877. BS 

i ‘The import of American articles of industry into Germany has been slowly but as 
f __ steadily increasing, and it seems as though the two countries might, in future, reverse 

7 - the trade relations that have heretofore existed between them. Ten years ago North A 
‘America was the best market for German goods, but now such articles mainly find their aS 

| - way across the Atlantic as are not yet manufactured in the United States. The Amer- Lee BS 

f= =€§©—S icans are already sending to Germany many articles of their skill and invention. 
|. American machinery and tools, particularly, are much in demand here, and have been = aoa 

# .~ brought over in large quantities. | | | CO es 
4s‘ The superiority of the American people, as a manufacturing nation, over all nations 4 

S of the Old World, particularly in the mode of working, has been clearly proved by the = 
= . Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, The comprehension of this fact can be found a 
7 _ in almost all the reports of the European commissioners to their respective governments. eS 

i ‘The consequence has been that the German authorities, and all classes concerned, are 
' discussing the measures to be taken to protect the industry of this country against a whe 

# new and powerful competitor. : as SEE EE 1 SE a E88 Oa 
4 _- -It hag been further understood that one of the main reasons forthe declineof German - Nag 

‘ industry hasbeen the want of a useful and practical patent-law. This omittancehas _ eed 
now been recovered. The new German patent-law, which has now been in existence 

since last July, is mainly formed after the patent institutions of the United States,and =. So 

# §©=—s gives full protection to the inventor and patent owner. Others have proposed the 

4 . introduction of a protective tariff, but this scheme has not found the support of the = ae 

P people, a 
s “Tt cannot be doubted that the exertions now everywhere made to elevateGerman = 
§ _ skill and industry will have good effects, and will assure to this country an important, =. Oey | 

§ -_— position among the manufacturing nations of the globe. oe ee of 

i @6©=—_ As far as the products of agriculture are concerned, the question of importing from os 
=] America is settled by the price at which such products can be brought tothe European ees 
a = =. market. American grain, flour, meat, and raw materials of various kinds are brought a 
# over here in large quantities, but I think the import of farming products could bestill = 

4 __ farther increased if the American railways would reduce their freight-tariffs from the ©. | * | 

2 — Western States to the Atlantic seaboard. In recent years American preserved meats, aa 
4 __ fruits, and other delicacies have been introduced in this country with good success.) | 

4 ~—_—: The more such articles become known, the more the consumption of them must increase,  ,° °°. 
§  ‘ifsold at prices proportionate to those paid here for similar articles. BOE ee a 

§ American shirtings have also been brought over here lately, and their quality has | 
3 - proved satisfactory. | ps Bs : er ee
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Foes The trade in American machinery and tools has been increasing yearly; but, owing | 
| ne to their high prices, they have been imitated by German manufacturers, and this Ger- 
72... man make is now preferred here at low prices. American manufacturers should there- — | | _ fore not fail to have their inventions and improvements patented in this country, and © 
7... should also endeavor to introduce their goods at the lowest possible prices. ad 
bE... _ Some of the American manufacturers of agricultural machinery and of sewing-ma-. 

UU chines have established themselves in Hamburg, Berlin, and other German cities,andare | 
t-. ——~—”-:sodoing an extensive trade, dealing directly with consumers. Thisplan isto becom- 
oS | mended where it is necessary to introduce an entirely new article, as agents andcom- 
feo mission-houses seldom undergo the trouble and expense which are unavoi@able insuch 
Pe cases. I, myself, have brought over from the Centennial Exhibition a large variety of 
oe improved American articles, household implements, improved cooking-stoves, machin- 4 

7 ery, &c., but have found the introduction of those articles to incur great trouble and | 
; ee expense. The people here are prejudiced against novelties and improved implements © i 
| which ditfer too much from their own, and the introduction of such articles willalways =; 

OU prove to be a failure where the task is left to agents and’commission-merchants. Time’; 
Foes and constant explanation are necessary to convince the people of the worth of anew | : 
Peo and improved article. Every province of this country has its own style of implements | 
: and tools. _ - oo Oo : 
fo. The prospects of American exports to this country depend mainly upon the priceat 
: an which American goods can be sold here, upon the manner in which American inven- :: 

Ul _-tions and implements are introduced, and, lastly, upon the position which German 
: ee industry will occupy with relation to American in future years. . oe | 

les Se _* [Inclosure 3-in No. 56.] _ : 

; ae | C.—Letter of a dealer in American leathers, dated Frankfort-on-the-Main, November 5, 1877. ; 
zo . — oo. [Extract.} 7 

: Se Lhe export from Germany to the United States in upper-leather, such as calf, kid, | 
fe and goat skins, was very large up to 1867, and ten years ago had reached an enormous. 
¢...°- ~~ amount. From that time, however, it decreased, and became less year by year,so that | | 
.- to-day the export is limited to a small portion of the above. | a 
 , Asking what may be the cause of this rapid and, astonishing change, I find that the | 

principal cause lies in the great progress of the American leather industry within recent 
pC. ears, 7 a ae a ee a oa 
to ° The American manufacturers worked with gigantic energy and progress to raise the 
}  .  . ‘leather industry to the greatest possible perfection, and they have now advanced so | 
to _ tanch that the former supplies in imported stock are now covered by home production, 
ee, _ which not only seems to give perfect satisfaction as to quality, but can be sold cheaper 
i... . ‘than the foreign leathers, os . ee 
eo. oe The manufacturers of the United States are completely protected by a high tariff, 
oo which even to-day taxes German leather 20 to 35 per cent. If the Americans would | 
Poo reduce this duty, it would yet be possible for Germany to take up again the export of 
Bop some of her very fine and light leathers, and. such. goods as this country has natural 
ile advantages for making in her fine raw material and cheap labor, and in the manufac- 

oo _ ture.of which machinéry is but little used. ee | | 
fo: There exists a bad feeling among our leather manufacturers on account of the high 
7... |. American tariff, and although the export of heavy upper leather is lost tous, yetit © | 
. might be that with a reduction of the United States duty we might be able to regain | 
a8 _ some of our export in lighter stock. For this reason it is desirable that America should 
wr. geduce her tariff to the level of that of this country, the more so as the States are flood- | 
Pe ing us with their hemlock, oak, sole, and all sorts of heavy upper-leather for shoe, car- 
gO | riage, and harness manufactures, all of which enter under a tariff of 3 to 5 per cent., | 

ns . while America, as stated, keéps hers at 20 to 35 per cent. a — 
oo The statistics of exports from the United States show an immense quantity of leather | 

i: shipped regularly to this country, and it is my opinion that nothing can prevent the | 
ae increase of this trade so long as Germany does not raise her tariff. It seems to me, | 

i-...-——i‘<i‘é‘sé”~sS§Ahheerefore, that it would be to the interest of the United States to reduce the present 
it.) ._~stariff to a level with that of this country. =. a a | 

ae - ae - [{Inclosure 4 in No. 56.] - 

i _ D.—Letier from leather manufacturers of Mayence, dated September 26, 1877. oe | 
| oe . ae [Extract] > | : o 
boo In the United States there is hardly one branch of industry that is more favored by — 
Poe natural advantages than the fabrication-of leather. The country produces the largest



. quantity of hides'and skins, andof the best quality. The production ofbullock-skins, 0 4 
_. for instance, is so considerable that the country needs but one-third of the product for. 

— itsown use, a 
- The second important factor in the fabrication of leather is the tanning material © 

here is no country in the world‘that is as rich in such material as the United States. 9 
The quality of the different kinds of barks, and of the plants that contain tannin, is = 8. ed 

_° go exéellent that, in spite of the high freights for so cheap an article, it competes. © 5.3) 
- effectually with its rivals in the European market. _We ourselves have imported = =. 

American sumac via Bremen, and oak-bark by way of Hamburg, although the freight 9 =. 
was more than a third of its value. =~ | - . C8 gel Ve ea eg 

‘ Hides and tanning-materials constitute the most that is wanted for the fabrication 6) 
of leather. ‘The wages paid for making sole-leather and upper-leather are of smalk =e 9 
importance compared with the value of the article, and even if the cost of labor were 
95 per cent. higher in America than in Europe, this element would makeadifferenceof ot 

. only 1 per cent. in the value of the leather. os ae Be a ge a 
These facts show, we think, that no country has advantages superior to America for, 9 0s 0S 

| this branch of industry. Why is it,.then, that the American tanners wantsomuch®’ 9°. , 3% 
time to take advantage of their favorable situation? Why has Americanleather been =, 8 
exported to England, France, and Germany only withinrecent years? The answeris, 9 0 =) 

 ° beeause the tariffs are too high. The fabrication of sole-leather, and ofcommonupper- = ee 
leather, is so simple that not much intelligence or attention is necessary to producea =, 4 

| good quality. But the American tanners have had no inducement to try to reach © 

| —sihigher scopes. They always found purchasers enough for an inferior article. Ifthe © 2... '§ 
is _ tariff were reduced, American leather would soon grow better in quality and cheaper. se 
|. Finer leathers, especially such as are wanted for the fabrication of pocket-books, are, CES EAE at 

+ in spite of the high duties, imported into the United States. This industry has greatly =~» 9 3 
- inereased within a few years. Women and children find an easy and compensating |. is% 

i occupation in making such wares. But the high duties make the material too dear,. 
: and inipede the industry. The American manufacturers want fine leather for fine 2 34] 

articles, but cannot get it in their own country. They therefore get it from Europe, =... 75 >§ 
' -. - good and cheap; but before it comes into their hands the duties have madeitsocostly = =. =. § 
1 that the articles made from it cannot compete with those of other countries. = si. Sols sd 

§ ... Varnished calf-leathers, for boot-makers, are only used in small pieces for bordersof ss 
| _ elegant ladies’ shoes, and although the high tariff of 35 per cent. does not preventtheir J 
;  ~—scuse, i makes the manufactured article so dear as to lame the shoe industry and export. = 4 

| trade. et coe oe . So Oe OUR 
| ~—-—sSY ‘The European shoe manufacturers.are behind the Americans in the use of machines, = = 6] 
sand there is no doubt that the Americans would surpass the Europeans in cheapness of 8s 4 
| the manufactured article if they could get their material cheaply,and without duty,ags 
3 thé Europeans: do. The revenue derived from the tariff is no equivalent. for the = = # 
4. damage inflicted upon this great branch of industry. BN oe 
7 = he cheap sole and upper leathers enable American shoemakers to furnish half the =) 8 4 
= world with their excellent article, but as long as the finer articles are not as cheapas A 
$  ©=—: the European, Europe will not take its supply of shoes from America. — ves Oe a 

- oe vse - * TInelosure 5 in No. 56.) vs cra _ eae cx a 

' © E.—Letter from importers of American wares, dated Leipsic, October 15,1877... Sd 

: ere pi ka a [Extract 0 ee nag 

; Iam sorry to see that the consul (at Frankfort-on-the-Main) thinks of bringing the © | 
a manufacturer into contact with the retail buyer. -I am sure it will not benefit Amer-. 0 

ican industry to import here by samples. I hope the plan does not contemplate con- |) 
=  signments. . I know from experience that. no first-rate. manufacturer will consign 4] 
2 goods. Consignation of goods is always the first step one takes when he intends to os 

- runaway... i, Og Be Bak gE a 
= ‘What I have seen of American manufacturers has given: me these impressions, and. 
@ . they are more their ideas than mine. The better class of them hate all retail business = 

= and let the: business of selling their goods go to the dealer. -These conditions enable = > 
i first-rate responsible houses to take up the American import trade. ae J ee 
3... _How are the accounts to be settled which are brought about by an exhibition? No » .. 0 3+! 
% . firm, not even a German one, can, according to the rule of commerce, pay for goods. 
= __ unless they are inits house. Must the American manufacturer sell on credit? Where =) 4 
= will his stability remain when his accounts are scattered all over the country? Io 3.) 
= . think England has occasion to repent that she went into the retail businessand so Et 
# @©3~——sClost- her hold on the wholesale trade. Through retail selling, the English trade has lost 2 = J 
= . its. predominance. Every one takes what he can get, and they cannot sell as cheap as). ed 
@ _. formerly, because the manufacturer must now keep up the appearance. of a merchant, =. J
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i oy 7 _ which costs money. His time is so absorbed in mercantile. transactions that he ‘can- 
ie not pay proper attention to his manufactures. ' o : re oe 
Po _I think American industry will not be profited by this plan. I acknowledge that 
7 ~~~ the United States consuls do more for their countrymen than the German consulsin =| 
in the way of giving them useful hints. But experience is required to find out whatis | 
fo. wanted and what is not. ae ee | . pees | 

‘a a No. 20. . a | 

boo Mr, Winser to Mr. Seward. 

bo No, 235.) CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, | 
a Sonneberg, September 5, 1877. (Received Sept. 27.) | 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the separate cir- 
tee. cular of the Department, which was issued during the month of August 
a . last, referring to existing instructions under the Revised Statutes andthe . | 
.. —-- - Consular Regulations on the subject of: transmitting commercial infor- | 

i: mation and statistics, and inviting attention to another and more spe- L 
i _ cific line of inquiry in the same direction, with the view of enlarging __ 
tO ‘the trade of the United States with this country. — : 
i. ~~ ~—~—-s Many of the suggestions of the circular as: to the present favorable 
r. conjuncture of circumstances, growing out of the prevailing stagnation | 
i. ._ in business, for making an effort to increase the market for American - i 
| productions and manufactures in Germany had already presented them- 
tf... ° selves to my mind, and, for some time past; I have been pursuing the 
‘oo line of investigation which has been indicated. But I must say atthe | 
fo outset that my endeavors to procure information of the kind demanded 
-  _~—sby the Department are beset with special difficulties and my opportu. | | 
eo nities of doing efficient work of the sort are comparatively slender. ! 
bo This consular district covers a large extent of territory, and comprises 
Po within its limits all of the Thiiringian States, which-consist of ten small 
i. ~~. duchies and principalities, having an area of about 3,300 square miles 
} (English) and a population of rather more than one million. _ 7 | 
bo _ There are, however, no large centers of trade and population within 3 
f° —s- my district. Sonneberg, one of the busiest of the manufacturing towns 
bo in the whole region, has only 7,300 inhabitants, as shown by the census | 
t.. of 1875, and Coburg, the third town in point of. size within the terri- 
i tory of my consulate, has a population numbering between 14,000 and. 
ft.  __—-—«*15,900... The manufactures of china, glass, toys, and other wares which © 
be are exported hence to the United States are carried on in the small 
| ae towns and isolated villages, which are situated in what is known as the — | 
bel Thiiringian Forest, and the intercommuniecation of the entire region de- — | 
to pends mainly upon the well-organized mail-coach service. Theinter- | 

~~ __s gourse of the people with the consulate is therefore principally conducted _ | 
i -——sthhrough the post; and this circumstance makes it difficult to obtain’ - | 
Pe — complete information upon many points which it is likely that personal —_ | 
bo inquiry would enable me to secure. - | a - | CO | | 
i © From recent conversations with the more prominent merchants and | 
‘oe manufacturers in the immediate neighborhood, I have obtained, how- | 
i _ ever, some facts which bear upon that point of the Department’s circu- — 
tr. lar which instructs me to make an investigation as to whether the tradé 
to, of the United States with Germany might. be increased by legislative 
"action; and, in acknowledging the receipt of the circular, avail my- 
Po self of the occasion to lay before the Department at once the result of 
f-  —~--—s my inquiry under this branch of the subject, as affording an indication j



of the conditions upon. which, in part, an enlarged trade between the _ : oe 

two countries might be fostered and gradually made more profitable = 4 

_. There appears to be no question now in Germany as to the excellence =e. 
ef various kinds of American productions, mechanism, and manufac- = 

tures, and as to the advantages which they possess over all othersin 

- the German markets. The latest important public witness to thisfact =... .§ 

ig a profusely-illustrated volume of nearly 400 pages, which has only = 
. during the present week been published .at Berlin. Itsauthoris Dr. 4 

- Hermann Grothe, of that city,a political economist of repute. The =| 4) 

‘book is entitled ‘Die Industrie Amerikas (Vereinigten Staaten von =...) 
Nord Amerika), ihre Geschichte, Entwickelung und Lage, unter beson- 

| derer Beriicksichtigung der Volkswirthschaft und Handelspolitik, der J 
Erfindungen und Fortschritte des Maschinenwesens, etc., und die Welt- 

-ausstellung zu Philadelphia.” From the preface to this interesting ==. 
- work I take the liberty of translating the following paragraphs, which, = 
- in my opinion, very truly express the views of all intelligent observers = 

regarding the present condition of the industries of the United States. = § 

Dr. Grothe sayst 
-. The descriptions, reports, and notices which filled the publications of every European’ = | 

| nation shortly before the opening of the Philadelphia exhibition drew public attention =... gf 

~~ more than ever before to the state of the industries of America. .Itwasacknowledged = = ss) 

| that a development must have taken. place on the other side of the ocean, of the magni-- 54 
tude of which Europe had been hitherto sadly ignorant, and of the value and peculiarities: = 4 

: of which reports had suddenly appeared which sounded almost fabulous. Accustomedto 9...) 

connect American performances with the character of swindles, or, at least, toregard = 
them as eccentricities, and to undervalue the intrinsic high worth of the American = 

| —_ inventive faculty, the industrial states of Europe have now to confess that their prew 
vious suppositions in this regard were false, that their opinions. weré unfounded, and -  .. vg 
that their real knowledge of American industries was grossly inexact. The world’s = J 

_- exhibition at Philadelphia was an event of the highest advantage to Europe,inasmuch ss 
as it-was calculated to draw energetic and expert men over the ocean to obtainby per- 4 

# sonal observation correct views of the condition of the industries of the United States © =». 4 

ao and of their subsidiary aids. That most of the reports of these men sound as though . «=| # 
f - they had discovered a new world is well known, and there is, indeed, spread out in 6 8 

-, America before the eyes of the observing European a new world of industry, withnew =. 
forms, new methods of work and traffic, new auxiliaries, and under new aspects and» = 

—. eonditions. oe CO ee oe 

To me, also, this world on the other side of the ocean appeared new, although Iwas. © 4 
| .__ perfectly informed before my visit to the United States upon many branches of-their 3} 

; _ industry and its development. I-was particularly induced to make the visit in order to. | 
' . -gtudy the principles which had operated..so powerfully in bringing about this rapid. = 3 

a. —_ and high development, and from a firm conviction that without.a prompt and honest. =... 

exposition of the condition and results of American industrial relations ourGerman = 

. industries in future would suffer still more. As friendly to a moderate tariff, was of 9 0 2. J 
s. fered in America, the land of protection, the broadest field forinvestigation and study; i st 

and, with a-grateful heart, I publish here the letter of recommendation which opened ©. 29 
_ for me all the manufactories and workshops, and afforded me the opportunity ofexam- = 

: - ining most thoroughly into the relations of employers and employed, as wellasintotheir. ss 

social and family life. * * * This journey through the industrial districtsof Amer-- +) 

sf @6=—ss ica, belongs to the most agreeable remembrances of my life. OR 
| _ Perhaps in the face of this exposition of my views it may be charged that my work .  . . - § 

7 6©6Ssté‘iséC aS eel written in the interest of the protectionist class; but the imputation wotld = > ...0 
a ~—Ss- be:s~Wide .of the truth. All American industrialists, with few exceptions indeed, are == 4.4 

2 _ protectionists; but, for myself;I am far from indorsing the too high protective system: == > 
s of the United States, and I cherish the conviction that the system must-be modifiedin = = =. 
|... accordance with the conditions of progress. Moreover, rejoice to be able to say that =. 4 

this modification is already intended by the Americans themselves, who are taking the...) « 
__- preliminary steps to this end. And TI assert with emphasis that I have come to the = =~ § 

_.. Same conclusions with regard to the development of American industry which have = 
s _ been reached by other German, Austrian, French, and Belgian commissioners who have. >) 

f . formed a judgment in part from another politico-economical stand-point. = 

|. The object of Dr. Grothe’s book is to give a clear insight intothe wide 
f -—s field of American industries, in order that Europe may profit by ourex-. 
s perience. In the first part of the volume the history of the country is: =.=}
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i. ~~ sketched, the various influences which have affected its development  — 
+... are indicated, and its present real strength and industrial condition are 
E..° ‘explained. Long chapters are devoted to the auxiliaries which aid the | | 
it." ——s industries of the United States, and among these great importanceis —_ 
i. __ attached to the stimulating effect of the patent laws, to the results of 
¢.:. _._ the protective tariff, and to the advantages which grow out of our rich | 
be natural productions and vast material resources. In thesecond partof | 
co _ the book each prominent branch of industry is treated separately and : 
te thoroughly, and the principal labor-saving machines and inventions 
ij: - which have contributed so greatly to the progress of the United States | 
+... __ in all the avenues of business are carefully described and illustrated. 
| But not by Dr. Grothe alone, but also by every person of observation 
| and practical experience, is the excellence of American wares, in a wide 
| oo range of manufactures, confessed. The superiority of our textile fab- 
ee rics, our hardware, our agricultural implements, our craftsmen’s tools, 
tO our machinery, and of many classes of our useful and ornamental fancy 
i. goods, is generally acknowledged. Their perfection in finish, their du- 
| oe rability, their ingenuity, their practical character, are some of the quali- | 
+. ties which commend them and which place them in favorable contrast 
too to the productions of ens: Moreover, owing to the use of labor- 
¥ .-. saving machinery and er. and well-adapted tools, the cost of manu- 
Ro _ facture, in spite of higher wages at home, is lessened to the point where : 
1, °°. | competition with other nations in supplying foreign markets may fairly — 
a be tried; and there can be no doubt that a great many lines of Ameri- 
+s ean wares will eventually find ready sale in the German market, in some : 
I. eases to the exclusion of the same classes of goods of English, French, 
foe and even of home manufacture. All this is granted. — 7 : 
too But it is the unanimous opinion of every one with whom I have con- 

versed on this subject that, before any great and profitable trade between = 
| _—_ the two countries can be developed, the United States must take meas: | 
i. ~~ ures to overcome an existing prejudice against the introduction of | 

American goods into Germany—a prejudice against these goods simply 
t.. because they are American goods, and_in spite of the merits which they =| 
i... _ possess, and which are freely admitted... 5 | | 
Pe This prejudice undoubtedly exists, and, from all that I can learn, | 
oo grows stronger every day. It is caused by our high tariff, which, while | 
oo it has fostered our own industries, has had the effect, it is argued, of 

i... _—__ closing our own markets to many lines of German manufactured goods. 
i. ~ Lam informed that, as a matter of principle, some merchants have ab- i 
foo solutely determined to use every influence at their command against the ~ | 
io introduction of American manufactures at present.and until such time | 
|. -»- as an active disposition shall be manifested by ourselves toward some. | 
i sort of reciprocity in tariff matters. | i 
Pees This question of getting us to reduce our tariff, or else of bringing so | 
to great pressure to bear upon the imperial government that the tariff of | it 
io Germany shall be so revised as to discriminate against us, as France 
on does, is now, I am told, and has been for some time past, receiving at-_ | 
+ . tention in the various chambers of commerce throughout the country. =| 
| oe Certainly it is a fruitful theme of discussion at. every center of trade, 
+. and the proper measures for securing. some sort of relief are often ex- F 
he citedly canvassed. I. have myself heard many arguments on the sub- } 
ko ject, the tenor of which was that while we might well be excused as a | 
bo nation for having fourteen years ago adopted a high protective tariffin 
fe order. that the exigencies resulting from our civil war might be met, yet 
{We were now ina position to show some degree of comity toward other 
it~ eountries, by reducing our tariff on certain articles the import of which |



Sa REO so GERMANY, — 6 “Oe 

under the improved conditions of our home industries would benefit ee 
_. others without injuring ourselves. I think there can be no doubt that Ss 
_ this feeling of dissatisfaction with our tariff is wide-spread, and thatat. = _. this juncture it works strongly against the proper introduction of Amer. 6" 

ican goods to the German markets, and, perhaps, to the markets of © 1 s§ 
other European countries. Ss nn 

__. In conversation a few days since with a gentleman here who is atthe 0s 
|. head of one of the largest toy-importing and general commission houses ~ os ae 

in New York, and who, as purchasing-partner for his firm and seller of — ee 
_ Inany lines of American manufactures all over Europe, has the very ae 

best opportunity, in his wide journeys, of learning mercantile opinion — noe aad 

fully, the foregoing general views upon this question were amply cor. =. 
_ roborated. He said that the feeling at present in Germany against 

dealing in goods of American manufacture was quite pronounced. Nos 9, § 
_. body pretended that the wares were not superior of their kind, and well. ee 

_ -ealculated, in times of business -prosperity, to win a market; butthe = =: 
_ continual argument is that America is persistent in her ill-treatment of J 

-.. Germany, in the matter of tariff reciprocity, and no merchant will make — OM 
_ a willing effort to push an import trade with us as long as he-can avoid = 
_ it and until we show an inclination to revise our tariff, and not persis6é = 

in the gradual shutting out of German goods irom our markets. ‘This .. 4.5 
-. is the report of a merchant of great experience, and who has had fair _ Oe 

success heretofore in selling American goods in Germany and elsewhere a ae 
in Europe ee It is likely enough that, if the condition of German industry in almost |. “ 
every branch was not so depressed’ as it certainly is at present, theun- = 

-°+ pleasant feeling which I have described would not exist, or, at any rate, 
_ would not manifest itself so openly and so generally. But the prospects ss) 

of the manufacturing classes here seem to grow drearier every year. No, oe . 

_ market can be found for goods of home production; there is scarcity of © og 
profitable work ; poverty increases, and there are many signs of deca- 

_.. dence which occasion lively concern. Oe ee 
_Pake the toy trade, with which this consulate has more particularly 000. 

to deal, as anexample. One article after another which has heretofore 
_, found ready sale in the United States totally disappears from the in. _ voices, because, under the nurturing influence of an import duty of 50. ~ oe 

| ' per cent. ad valorem, the production at home of certain grades of toys — ee 
‘has been so stimulated ‘that the manufacturers of this region canno ae 

_ longer compete with it. All the cheaper sorts of wooden, tin, and me- =. __ ¢hanical toys which formerly were sent hence to the United Statesin =f 
large quantities are now made in America, and the market is now fF _ glosed to this kind of Sonneberg merchandise. And the same may’ 

_. likewise be said of another important industry of this neighborhood, = = >} glass ornaments for Christmas-trees. The duty of 40 per cent. hasde- 2 
. Stroyed the trade with the United States, — It is said that goods of this 

_ grade can now be manufactured cheaper and better in America than =F | here. But this assertion is denied by the producers at Sonneberg, who sf _ Say that they were compelled by the high tariff to make flimsy andun- 9° 
| ° Substantial toys in order to get them into the American markets at all; = 

The’ people in this consular district are striving in every direction to eee 
_. place their trade upon a more satisfactory basis, and as one means 
___ to this end industrial exhibitions on a small scale are held from time to. 

time in different places. -At these exhibitions not only’are the produc: oe 

_ lions of the immediate neighborhood displayed, but also anything and _, everything new which may serve to stimulate the inventive faculties of | Cee 
. the artisan class. At. Sonnebarg, Ruhla, Waltershausen, and atother «os 

 §BFRBA | | Pe
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fee - towns, exhibitions of this character have been held within a few weeks 

eo past. : | a ee ee | 
to. ~ As bearing upon the question of the disadvantage under which the ~ 
} German toy trade labors in connection with our own tariff, I have to — | 
t. ~~ «~make mention of the proceedings which took place at Sonneberg last | 

ft. . week, under the auspices of the chamber of commerce of that town,in | 

i... __ relation to the threatened blow at this industry on the part of France. | 

Fo By the terms of the commercial treaty between the two nations, which, _ | 

Po is about to expire, the duty upon German toys entering France is fixed = | 

| ee at 10 per cent. ad valorem. Under the new convention a specific duty =| 

eo is proposed by France upon German toys at the rate of 30 franes per | 

Eo... —. 100 kilograms (220 pounds) upon common grades, and 60 francs per 100. | 

ft... kilograms upon the better qualities; and France further proposes to. | 

be. increase the ad valorem duty on glass and china marbles from 10 per | | 

i cent. to 20 per cent., and to exact a specifie duty of 20 francs per 100 | 

f°. ~~ ~~ kilograms on painted or decorated china-ware. Now, the lowest rate of 

fee duty proposed by France on toys, 30 franes per 100 kilograms, is nearly 

feo four times greater than heretofore. To avert the conclusion of a com- 

Boor mercial treaty on terms which would prove so disastrous to the German 

fe. toy trade this meeting was held at Sonneberg. About one hundred — | 
Peo leading manufacturers from all the region round assembled, and there — | 

roe were delegates present also from the chambers of commerce of Chem- ~ | 

f.... . nitz, Dresden, Nuremberg, and Fiirth. The impending danger to the’ 

Po trade was fully discussed, and I gather from the speeches that prior to 

poeoe the existing treaty which is now about. to expire it was impossible for 

Po Germany to do a lively business with France on account of the enormous. 
| specific duty of from &0 to 88 francs per 100 kilograms. Since the con- 

i... clusion of the present treaty a satisfactory trade had been carried on, 

Poo and the exports had increased from 106,000,000 marks in, 1859 to 

toe 315,000,000 marks in 1874, while the imports during the same period had. 

| augmented from 147,000,000 marks to 413,000,000 marks Andnow | 
bey. France was preparing a total revolution in this favorable state of affairs, = | 

be having taken the preliminary steps in this direction in 1875. In that — 

po year the French minister for agriculture and commerce issued acircular, | 

co in which the views of fifty-five chambers of commerce and twenty-four 

pe other industrial and artistic: corporations were invited upon the question | 

t..  ___ of making new commercial treaties. <The replies were almost unani- | 

bo mously in favor of renewing the treaties and retaining the existing 

ts. tariffs, with certain modifications, but to substitute a specific foranad | 

ro valorem duty, as far as this might be possible. It was said by the French | 
Pe chambers of commerce that. the benefits of commercial treaties were in | 
to the guarantees of stability (which isa necessary condition of develop- | 

eo ment and progress) which they secured for both domestic and foreign | 

fo industries, and that for better obtaining this stability it was deemed | 

eo advisable the ‘ most-favored-nation” clause should be omitted from the | 

Po" new treaties. To ad valorem duties ‘the chambers raised the objection =| 
pe that they offer a wider field for capricious valuation and actual fraud, | 

ae and so are injurious to honest business, and render impossible any de- 

Be gree of safety in commercial calculations. In general, the existing tariff 

co rates were approved; and, although the chambers favored specific duties, | 

pe ‘they did not ask that the present rates should be changed, but simply 

| ae that another method of collecting them should be adopted. a | 

be. Now that the matter is under discussion between the two governments, 

‘oe it has seemed an appropriate time for German.industrialists to urge that | 

hoo the most favorable provisions in the new treaty shall be incorporated. | 

i. "Phat the manufacturers of this consular district are alive to their inter- 

Po ests in this regard, the Sonneberg meeting was an evidence. It was = |
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_ alleged by the speakers that the duties proposed by the French would © * | 
_ be two or three times higher on the average than heretofore, and per... 

haps even heavier, as nothing was mentioned by the French Government — oy 
_. in its propositions as to, whether duties were to be levied on grossoron io 

- net weight, which alone would cause a variance of from 33-to 50 per === 
cent. It was also argued that the gradation of goods into classes would 5 

_ admit of no end of chicanery, which would probably result in finding == 
that the duties upon the commoner grades of toys would only existupon os 

oD BDOR 0 yo Sa ie ye a 
| One of the speakers, a member of the Imperial Parliament, said that =... 
__ before 1870, and more particularly before 1866, the polymorphic char- 

acter of the German states, and the jealousy which existed between =. -§ 
_ Prussia and Austria, were a great hinderance to a sound customs policy, oo 

but that now the united empire was in.a condition to champion the, - 
_. wishes of every branch of domestic industry when so doing would con- ==: 4 

_ duce to the common weal, He animadverted upon the sharp conductof =. § 
the French Government in having arranged its new tariff before ithad. oe 

- given notice of its desire to make a new commercial treaty withGermany. = 
_ his course had placed the latter country at a disadvantage in leaving = =’ 

It little time for investigation and discussion of, the proposed changes. . ~~. § 
_ He advocated earnest appeals to the various state governments, the =. § 
_ Imperial Parliament, and the imperial chancery on the subject... (a 
- The proceedings closed with the passage of a series of resolutiongsin sg 
_ gubstance as follows: . | : a pe 

1. The renewal of a treaty of commerce with Franceis the unanimous. 
_ desire of both nations = = | ee AST 4 

2. The existing tariff shall not be changed; its principles were origi- oS 
. Nally laid down by the French, and the Germans only wish to abide by ~~ oe 

their consequences. | re ee 
- 93 Itis of the utmost importance that the ad valorem duty ontoys oe 

_ shall be retained; should this principle, however, meet so much oppo- + 
_ sition as to be impossible, then the specitic duty shall not be higherthan © © — og 
_ the present ad valorem duty. | 7 | | | ee 

4, The classification of toys into common and superior gradesistobe  - < § 
avoided. met RSE ge oe 

- §, Should a specific duty be eventually adopted, provision shall be os ee 
_ mnade that the duty is to be levied only upon the weight of the goods .. >” 

and not upon the packing, and that in case a specific rate shall beal- => So 
lowed for tare, it must be fixed at not less than 40 percent. = = 

6, These resolutions shall be sent to the imperial chancery, accom- ee 
_ panied with exhaustive statistical materials; and also to the different __ ag 
_ state governments, which are particularly interested in the subject. = === ss 

' ‘The farther prosecution of the matter was intrusted toa specialcom- = =... § 
mittee, composed of members of the chambers of commerce of Chemnitz, © .<% 

_ Nuremberg, and Sonneberg, with instructions to be vigilant and ener- ss  & 
. getic in securing the ends proposed. on 
_ It seems to me that what I have written relates ina general way to 8. ff 

the subject of the Department’s circular, and especially to that part of og 
_it which asks for suggestions as to the method by which trade between Na 

_ the two countries may be increased by legislation, © = 8 = ae 
|. In subsequent communications I hope to enter more into detail,not 9. .f 

_ only upon this point, but upon the others which the Department has = 8  ——# 
- brought to my attention. ee ee ee ee 

_.. I shall continue to examine into the.subject, and shall acquaint the — Ped 
_. Department from time to time with the result of my inquiries 

BEN gy Sao | A JS) WINSER, Consul. ag
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po oe Oo | No, 21. ae | 

Pel Mir Winser to Mr. Seward, ee | 

ho No. 236.) UNITED STATES CONSULATE, sid 
eo me | Sonneberg, September 17,1877. (Received Oct. 11.) 0 | 

Fee Sir: Referring to my dispatch No.'235, under date of the 5th instant, 
ro in which I endeavored, in a general way, to give an idea of the prevail- | 
>... ing opinion in this country that the commerce between the United States | 
t-. - ~—— and Germany can best be-promoted by a modification of our tariff, the =| 

thigh rates of which, it is argued, place burdensome restrictions upon | 
{.. —— many branches of German industry and hamper the lively exchange of — 

fc. natural products and manufactured goods between the two countries,I 

to _ have the honor to-day to present some further information upon this. | 

f:.’  — phase of the subject in question. - | a ! 
too ~COCSC™~C:sSS ince my ‘ast dispatch to the Department was sent off, [have received 
Po a number of letters from leading manufacturers and merchants of the 
qe. ~———Ss« Sonneberg consular district in response to an inquiry.which I had re- 
poo cently addressed to them asking their views as to the best methods of — 
Poo encouraging and developing trade between the United States and Ger- | 
fo: many. My question was purposely framed in the simplest manner, in 
Po order to avoid the slightest suggestion of leading the witnesses. I 
Poo... searcely looked for the striking unanimity which characterizes allthe || 

to answers. Without any exception, the responses concur in saying that 

foo. our tariff must be modified before business between the two nations can | 

| recover from itsexisting languishing state and subsequently beincreased = 

eo: - toa more satisfactory volume. The value of this agreement in belief 
foe consists in the fact that it expresses the opinion of representative men 
| ee in all the prominent branches.of industry of this region, who are sepa- . | 
Ke rated from each other by long distances; and the promptness with which 
ro. [have received the answers: to my letters shows that there could have 

Pse been no conference between the writers as tothe tenor of the replies. | 

feo I think it best to translate these letters. for the information of the = | 

ro. - Department, and to give in each case * * * .the character of the | 

kos. Business which is carried on, | : 

foe 1. From Sonneberg (toys): | a | 

Po During the past few years commerce everywhere has suffered under many hinder- 
Po ances, and the causes thereof. have been much discussed and the methods of recovery | 

Po therefrom have been greatly sought after. In Germany, after the overthrow of our 
Pals, _ hereditary enemy, an attempt-was made to reach a measure of commercial prosperity 
fee. which was before impossible, in consequence of the dread of the inevitable contest. | 

bees But the spirit of enterprise was all too hopeful. Existing business establishments 7 

fo were unduly enlarged, and numbers of.new ones were founded, joint-stock companies, _ 

Por which turned out mainly to be arrant swindles, were launched on every side; andafter 

to these baseless fabrics fell into ruin .a long time was required to bring matters once 

See . more into quiet channels and to their proper poise. But it is now to be expected that | 
| the united and vigorous commereial policy of. the empire will exert the best fostering | 

| oe -and strengthening influences upon languishing business. At the present momentthe . | 

ie Russo-Turkish war presses heavily upon our commercial interests, in-spite of the fact. | 

| ee _ that the opinion is general that the war will be confined to its present territory. : | 

L. . “The negotiations between Germany and Austria.on the new commercial treaty be- 
Poo _ tween the two nations approach completion, and it is rumored that Germany has ob- | 

bo tained many important concessions. With the discussion of the rates of duty between | 
tO - Germany and France, with which country our present commercial treaty will soon ex- | 

Poo pire, all the chambers of trade and industry in Germany are now busy, in order to | | 

fo bring their views.and experience tc the knowledge of the imperial government. With | 

| Russia, also, a country which, until now, it might be said, has followed a purely ex- | 
Po clusive policy, a commercial treaty will no doubt be concluded at the close of the war | 
ao _ which will be commensurate with. the interests of both countries, and Germany will ' 

Poo _ certainly have to thank her united leardership for securing so satisfactory a desideratum.
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ec ee ee 
And especially with America world a prompt» and: reciprécally mutual active busi- . send a 

- ness be established if the United States would recede from their present incongruous > Tekan 
__. protective-tariff system, which is no longer adapted to existing commercial conditions, a 

and adopt a more liberal customs policy. Shotld this not take place, the producing . ¢§ 
o classes in Germany will find themselves compelled to strive for the introduction of a ee 
_. discriminating tariff against the United States. Otherwise merchandisé from Americ® ©. 4 
_. Will be introduced into Germany without the payment of any duty, or, at most, of Bo 

vo very small duty, and so. seriously injure our domestic manufactures; while, on the a 
. other hand, our goods, in consequence of the high protective tariff of the United States, 9 
oe will be supplanted more and more, and eventually be driven out of the American 

market. OO Ta ae : are eg ee 8 
_. . Without reciprocity in this regard, commerce between Germany and the United  —s_- ce 

States will never reach its legitimate development. Formerly, this reciprocity was not a 
felt by, us to be a necessity, because our cheap labor enabled the manufacturers of this ae 

_. country to secure a good market for their wares in the United States in spite of the == 
. . heavy tariff, But now since labor-saving machinery is so generally used and goodsare |), 
- produced in bulk, the advantage of German cheap labor has proved illusory, and there =. 74 

must be reciprocity if the eommerce bet ween the two nations is not infuturetobevery. 

2. From Imenau, Saxe-Weimar (foys and fancy goods): OE ae 
'. _The'existing commercial stagnation ean only be overcome by the lapse of time. The ee 

_ overproduction which has characterized the last few years will entirely ceasein the fy 
hot distant future. The number of new enterprises and their bad results broughtamul-. * - ae 

_ titude of evils in their train, which have deeply penetrated the body-politic. After re-.  . ano BS covery from these ills, and after the people are satisfied to earn their living by honest 0 
_ industry, healthy business conditions willreturn, ce 

Nothing would contribute more to stimulate commercial intercourse’ and trade be- 
tween the United States and Germany than a reduction of the American tariffand ~~ oo 

_ the gradual preparation of a free-trade system. Each country could then dispose of = oR 
its own peculiar products and manufactures to better advantage. = ed 

vo 3. From Limbach, Saxe-Meiningen (porcelain): = = a 
'. An improvement will only take place-in business after the wealthier classesshalk _.. have recovered from the consequeuces of the crisis of 1873 and after the dread of war 74 

~ ' «jin Europe shall have ceased. — Pee a eB aS a 
.. The high tariff upon goods of our manufacture which is imposed by the United States Cob Ss 

‘is very prejudicial to us there. By reducing the duty one-half, commerce between the | he Rg 
_ two countries would receive a vigorous impulse. . . SO 2 SMe 

4 From Wallendorf, Saxe-Meiningen (china-ware): . | Se SS 
_.»__In our opinion, the best means of. increasing the trade between Germany and the ks | _. _United States is to modify the American tariff. We are strong opponents of a protect- es 

ive tariff, and particularly of so high a tariff as that which is imposed upon our line of ~~ Peete: _ manufactures, and we strongly feel that no greater commercial activity ean be brought ~~ a 
__. about between the two countries until these duties shall be moderated. We believe eae . also that an advance in this direction on the partof the great American Government— Oo ae 
_ @ reorganization of its customs policy and its system connected therewith—would  ——. oe _ place its credit on a better foundation, would secure sufficieng protection to its indus- =) 3 4 _ tries, and would be cordially welcomed by the commercial world. = = = “sa 

5. From Zeulenroda, Reuss (cotton hosiery): 9° ao 
__ The trade hetween Germany and the United States would be very greatly increased Te 

_ by a more skillful direction of customs politics. A reduction of the American tariff is 9 * 00 sto 
._ absolutely necessary, as most ofthe rates of duty are now virtually of a prohibitery 0g 

nature. ET EET ss a 
6, From Plane, Schwarzburg-Sondershausen (china goods): tee 
The commercial depression, so far as, it affects our trade in articles ofluxury,isnot ss 

. felt by us. We strive to put upon the market only dearer and better kinds of goods, 
-. and as this cannot be done in large quantities, but, at the same time, does not affect = 

_ the circulation of money, this effort of ours has the double advantage of net over- | 3 
_., Growding the market and of. keeping sufficient money.in circulation. The cheapness 

._ Of trashy goods misleads wholesale and retail déalers, entices people of slender means 7 3m 
o to purchase, and frightens the wealthier classes from buying. This cheapness, therefore, oS 

. tends to keep money in the hands of the affluent and binds fresh burdens upon the — _ ee ee 
backs of the poor. It sends money either into another channel of trade, or causes itto = 

» be locked up unproductively. The balefulness of overproduction in every branch of =.” ee | 
- . industry makes itself felt so heavily that it is not necessary to. emphasize itfurther, tg 

- The imposition of ad valorem duties by your governmént makes it especially easy to
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Re German industrialists to lull themselves with this error; and we, indeed, know of no 
Pe _ other means of obviating this_great evil of overproduction in every branch of industry — i 

UO -. than by exacting specific. duties from all kinds of merchandise. On articles of neces- 

ae . sity, of course, a lower rate of duty should be imposed, in order that business should 

oo in no way be. diminished. Specific duties alone are the cure for the overproduction | 

fe | which gluts the market and brings commerce to a standstill. , oan 

i 4, From Katzhiitte, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt (china goods): eae 

oo According to our view, there are no means calculated to overcome the existing busi- | 

Po ness stagnation until Europe is again blessed with quiet and peace. When confidence =| 

Po is restored, trade in many branches will revive. ‘To increase the commerce between | 

te the United States and.Germany there is one very simple method, and that is,America = 

ie shall modify her enormously high import duties and send us in return for our goods 

oe _ large quantities of the necessaries of life at; cheap prices. 

| oe | | | so | SS a | 
| or 8. From Suhl, Prussia (guns): — | | a | 

Eo” The commerce between the United States and Germany in my branch would be very 
Foo. greatly increased if the enormous import duty on guns in America were not imposed. 

Re Upon a gun which costs at Suhl 150 marks, a duty of 50 marks must be paid in Amer- | 
go. ica; while in Germany, on the contrary, the duty on the same gun would be imposed 

Fo. upon its weight and not upon its value. Therefore, the gun which costs 200 marks in | 

boo America, inclusive of duty, costs in Suhl, inclusive of duty, 152 marks and 50 pfen- | 

Peo nige. If this enormous American duty could be removed, and only a rate similar to 

Po that of Germany imposed, business in my line would be greatly benefited. 4 

io - 9, From Bohlen, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt (fancy woodenware): __ | 
Po. ‘Tam sure from my own experience, and my. opinion is fortified by the views of 
Hoe, my American business friends, that a mutually profitable business between the two 
0" | countries could be carried on were the import duty on our manufactures not so high ' 

Pes _as virtually to close the American market tothem. = | . - | 

ft.  ~——s« 10. From Sonneberg (foys)3— a | 
Peo As trade is dull in almost every country, there is nothing to be done but to wait 

; ae patiently until it improves. As to America, the imports could certainly be augmented 

Po . if the duties were reduced, and the exports of that country would be increased if its _ 

io.  . .manufactures were sufficiently known in Germany... = |. TA 4 

fs. From Hiittensteinach, Saxe-Meiningen (china-ware): 

be The principal cause ofthe dullness in business results from overproduction in the 
to period between 1870 and 1872. In. those years all the factories in almost every branch 
ogee . of industry were enlarged and often doubled in sizé, producing more goods than could 

fs. + ~~ possibly be consumed. In consequence. of this overproduction a reaction has super- 4 

Been, _ -vened, which is only to be overcome when manufacturing and consumption goon part, 

| ee passu. The commerce between the United States and Germany would certainly be 

qo promoted by reducing the tariff of the first-named country. An ad valorem duty of 4 

| a 50 per cent. on china-ware, for instance, is not in any sort of proportion to the duties 

bo _ imposed by other countries. a ro | | | 

‘aa 12, From Péssneck, Saxe-Meiningen (china-ware): oo . 

| | Our trade with the United States can only be increased by a modification of the ex- 

ge. cessive tariff of that country. > | , | os 

Io. 13, From Arnstadt, Schwarzburg-Sondershausen (kid gloves): 
ne ‘The means of obviating the existing stagnation in’ business are only to be found in 

ior gradually decreasing production to the requirements of consumption. Commerce 
i Between Germany and the United States may only be developed by reducing the — | 

Po exorbitant import duties in America. ee 7 a 

be 14, From Nauendof, Saxe-Gotha (china-ware and dolls): 
poe Without doubt, the high duties imposed in America upon my line of industry are 
eo: _ the principal hinderance to a brisk trade. If the United States would only reduce | 

i the tariff to a suitable degree, business would increase proportionately. | 

| 15. From Sonneberg (toys): - L | | 
Bos The best method of advancing the trade between the United States and Germany is 

bo to reduce the duties to the minimum upon the productions of both countries, to abolish - 

Be a protective system, and, at most, adopt a revenue tariff. Upon such sound principles 

fe as these, commerce on both sides would develop to a profitable and. flourishing degree. 

.  . . Phe United States ought to give up their present prohibitive tariff and introducein.



+ its stead a liberal customs policy; ot coneladecontueteial treaties with particular = 4 
_.. nations on-the system which has been found so efficient during the last fifteen years 2 | J 

by France in her commercial relations with England, Germany, and Belgium. The = | 
_' - adoption of any artificial means to overcome the depression in commerce and industry «-. © 3%» 

. would fail of its end. ,The wounds which the heavy crises.on both sides of the ocean ee 

|. have inflicted on: the general welfare can only be gradually healed. The first necessity = 9. «4 

'. . to such recovery is that we shall have safe and peaceful times; that burdensome taxes. > a 

everywhere shall be lightened ; that confidence shall be again awakened by a promo- = J 
tion of the general prosperity, and that the disturbing element of social democracy -. - * | 

_ shall be cast out of the land. De 
16. From Lichte, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt (china-ware): ng 

The present dullness of trade is partly to be attributed to the overproduction of © 2g 
|. former years, but principally to the unfavorable phase of political relations. Aslong 3.3) 

a8 _ the latter, in general, are not radically improved and elucidated, commerce and == ss 
_-, industry, in my opinion, will not materially recover. And, on this account,I am’ nob 

. sanguine that. any administrative measures which might be adopted would result in 4. f.4 

‘any commensurate, but only in moderate benefit. Any effort to promote thecommerce. 
-. between Germany and the United States, in my opinion, would earliest attain its = 6. 

. object through a reduction of the American import duties. Without considering the = = > 

_. fact that our exports of merchandise to the United States, in consequence of the high © Abie 

. \ tariff, must grow less every year, it is to be observed that the influence of the protect-. 

ive tariff in America constantly works in the direction of increasing the price of © . 53 4 

labor. As a result of this, it is extremely improbable that the manufactured goods =. J 
‘of America can. successfully compete in the markets of the world with those of other. =. 4 

_. lands, excepting, of course, those kinds which are produced through the agency of ©. 

__. There are a number of other letters besides those which Thave trans- | 
_. Jated, but they are all of the same general tenor. Those that are given, 
_. sufficiently show the cumulative character of the testimony, J 

oo am, &e, ee eee le 
re ee A J. WINSER, Consul. 

eee Mr. Winser to Mr. Seward. — oo ee” 

No. 237]. s—isss—is ss UTED STATES CONSULATE, 
oe Sonneberg, September 19,1877. (Received October 11.) «4 

| Sir: Pursuing the line of inquiry suggested in the separate Depart- 
- - ment dispatch, issued in August last,concerning the best methods of judi- se 
_ eiously fostering the trade of this country with the United States, [ have —~-. 3.4 

_ to add to the communications which I have already had the honor to 
information, which I have obtained from unquestionable authority, on 

, the matter of introducing American manufactures to Germany and to... J 

— Burope generally, 

_ and he fully indorses the opinion which I have gleaned from various ss "Jf 
_. other sources as to the existing prejudice against American goods sim- 5 

| ply because they are American—a prejudice which has no sort of con. nection with the merits of the commodities themselves, but which is — 1S 

_ ‘Simply based upon the jealous feeling which our high proteetive tariff. a 

_ hasdeveloped, ye 
. believes that the cheapness and excellence of many kinds of American’ 

- wares would secure for them a good market in Europe, if onlya more . 8 

prudent and sagacious course were followed by our manufacturers.’ He =...
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i... is confident from his own experience that the tendency of our business 
Eee men is to push their goods too strongly at the outset, and so overstock = 
+ ~~ the markets. Instead of being content. with moderate and progressive 
i... sales, they commit this error, which is certain to result in a fluctuating = | 

. rather than in a stable and satisfactory trade. _ a cea | 
to - Several instances of this unwise policy were given, the business in || 
to nickel goods, for example. There are a large number of articles made —| 
+... of: this metal which are neat and useful and low-priced, and, in fine, | 
i1>°°' well adapted to hold the European markets. Among this sort of goods, | 
7. mountings for harness, whips, and walking-sticks, and frames for pocket- | 
{». * books and traveling-bags were mentioned. At one time the trade in | 
| these articles was quite satisfactory, and it gave every promise of being” 
boo permanent. But the American manufacturers were not satisfied with | 
fo doing a moderate and gradually-increasing. business. They sent com- | 

mercial travelers to Europe who sold this sort of goods to small dealers. 
oe at wholesale rates. The consequence of this eager pushing soon made 
i) C«s:~CsCtself felt.. There was one year of enormous sales, and then the business . 
oe was utterly spoiled by an overstocked market. The same lack of wis-. 
peo dom, it is said, has characterized the manufacturers of jewelry. Inthis | 
+... ——-—sCbranch of industry a large trade was at one time done, especially in the 
i... cheaper varieties of imitation jet, enamel, and gold, comprising bracelets, | 
=. ~~ brooches, sieeve-buttons, medallions, pencil-cases, &c. The taste dis- 
i. ~~ played in this kind of ware, its low price, and the novelty of many of 
| the articlés, all helped to recommend it... But the manufacturers were | 

eo too eager to drive a large trade. They overstocked the market and 
t °> ~—sdKkilled their business.» = | | 
Poe Another instancé was given of the course which an American clock- 
oa maker pursued. My informant said that his house purchased clocks at | 
t--- ~~ the factory in Connecticut for $1.50 to $1.65 each, according tothe finish 
ge. and mounting. In the.course of three months he sold in Germany, 
to England, and other European countries no Jess than fifteen thousand — 
t.. —-- of these clocks at prices which were perfectly satisfactory to sellerand «| 
Boe buyer. But at the end of that time he ascertained that the manufac- | 
t.. ~_. ‘turer, in his impetuous desire to make sales, had consigned large quan- 
- .  ~——s tities of these clocks to England, where. they were sold at an average 
¢@-.. *+ - price of six shillings each at retail; or Something less, after the freight, | 
i. ~—-—s @harges, and commissions had been borne, than my informant’s firm had 
i. ~~ paid at. the factory, at wholesale, for the 10,000 purchased in Connecti- | 
Pe. cut. Of course, the method which this manufacturer has followed will 
de - eventually destroy what might have been a permanent trade. | 
bee Again, the manufacturers of fancy writing-paper and envelopes, who 
¢--. get up their goods in excellent taste, would make large and profitable =| 
fess gales in Europe if they would show ordinary business shrewdness. I 
to! ‘am told that a combination exists among themselves by which each — | 
to - manufacturer is bound to send all his surplus stock toa commission- | 
be.’ house in New York. From this commission-house large sales are made, | 

~~~ ostensibly for the home market, at much lower prices than those which | 
t+. | ~—~—~—~—C known exporters are required to pay at.the factories. Asa consequence 

it is asserted that. purchases are made at the New York house in an un- 
. derhand way, and the goods so bought. are shipped to Europe, where 
roo they are sold at rates with which open export purchasers cannot com- 
fo pete =... . , —— | | Sn 
Be P These are some of the errors which I am assured are committed by — 
boo our manufacturers. I, feel it to be my duty to mention them in connec- © 
Poo tion with the demand which the Department has made upon me for in- 

}. .. formation as to the best way of improving our trade with Germany.
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hese mistakes might be remedied, perhaps, if our manufacturers oo 
would place their goods in the hands of a competent agent in eachlarge 

~ Buropean city. In this way they might succeed in establishing aregu- i 4 
- Jar and profitable business, instead of rapidly oversupplying the mar-.— A 

kets and afterward laboring under the disadvantages of dull salesand ss 
- anuncertaindemand, 
- _. Having thus described what are said to be some of the obstacles at os 
"present existing in the way of a flourishing trade, Iam very glad to 
-..élose this dispatch with a word or two of a more agreeable nature. To) 34, 

am told that American mechanical toys would sell well in continental, ° 7"\9 
- _Rurope if they were more finely finished, even though the cost were @ 

little increased on that account. Of the ingenuity of these toys there — oe OO 

ig no question, but they fail to meet the esthetic demand for comeliness 
and perfection of shape. But, as itis, the American toys have materi- ey 
ally affected the export of certain classes of playthings hence to the == ss 

‘United States, They can, however, get a prompt and firm hold upon 
| the markets of continental Hurope if an improvement takes place in... 

= the point which I have indicated. Alphabet and picture blocks are.no | Pe 
+ Jeonger manufactured here for the-American market, because thosemade yy 

at home are better. The only thing necessary to the satisfactory saleof | 
this class. of toys in Germany and other countries of continental Eu- =» | J 

| rope is, that the pictures, letters, and devices which appearupon the =. &| 
- _ blocks shall conform to the tastes and requirements of each nation. © 0 

ah eo. Sait oo So Gonsttle 
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ae Co Mr. Wilson to Mr. Seward. CSS 

oie Bo Oo [Extract.] oe | To ool 

re | - - UnrTeED STATES CONSULATE, 0 
 Novl74.]: ss’: Nuremberg, October 20,1877. (Received Nov. 28). _ ee, 
SR: *  * * Thanks, in part, to our Centennial Exhibition, this = =. J 

| _-year I am enabled to give a more encouraging report than formerly re- =. 
| gpecting the importation of American products into this part of Ger- 4 
|. many. As stated in former reports, 1 am unable to give correct and — Ta 

full information as to the amount of the products of our country con- ogee 
- sumed in this consular district, although 1 am satisfied itis very con- =} 

siderable, and increasing from year to year. Recently, since our great ee 

' Philadelphia Exposition, it has become more manifest that our export == | ff 
trade has been stimulated. Indeed, I feel that I cannot say too much =i as 

in praise of the results of that exhibition, from a patriotic stand-point, = § 
|. .and before closing this report I propose to refer toit more atlength, = ae 

Since Bavaria has no sea-port, most articles used here, coming from =» 
the United States, are entered at the ports of Hamburg, Bremen, or ae 
Rotterdam. The direct importations upon which there is no duty are 
petroleum, wheat, lard, canned meats, fruits, Florida cedar-wood for = 

pencils, and all kinds of hardware, machinery, &c. OE 

MANUFACTURED BUTTER, 000000 

-,. here is one firm here that imports and consumes, annually, upward) ~ OU ae 
of a half a million dollars’ worth of American lard; mostly Western and... 

| — New York refined, in manufacturing an article called “ schmalz,” or “cook- ss §
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i ing-butter,” whichissubstituted for and said to beanimprovementonthe 
eS. _ old article of German schmalz, made from. poor butter and other ingre- —_—| 
f._-- dients. ~The new article, made from lard and other fatty substances, 
# - . after passing through some chemical ‘process, produces an article of a | 
i} .——srich yellow color, resembling the best quality of dairy butter. Itisrun | 
is into molds, and, when cooled off, is stiff like the bars of common yellow _ | 
| soap. Itisa favorite article with the German cooks, and is also used | 
bo largely by the bakers and others for shortening, and by the very poor _ 
Peo as a substitute for butter, and, of course, comes much cheaper. Itisa 
to profitable business to. the manufacturer. | ; 7 : | 

oo NEW IMPORTS OF AMERICAN GOODS. ce ! 

te Although this city and many of her public buildings are lighted with | 
; ~~ __ gas, in most private houses and workshops American petroleum is used, 
is and =the amount consumed must be large. Also, within the past few 
a _ months, we notice many articles displayed in the shop-windows that | 

| an were formerly not to be seen, such, for instance, as the Chicago canned | 
b> ._—s corned beef and tongue, Oregon salmon, and other canned meats and: | 
i. ‘fruits. Also white goods (muslins), such as used for sheeting, shirting, | 
i .  -&e, One establishment has a variety of cooking and other stoves from: __ 
i... - Detroit, and some small machines and tools.’ I do not believe the sales 
Eo. have been extensive, since, from early times, the tools used here have 
bo been of the roughest and most primitive sort, and to be had-at very low — | 
po prices. The latter fact is, and has always been, the great desideratum. 
Bee People here argue that their fathers prospered with such old-fashioned 
Bee. _ Implements, and that they should followin the same course, and so they 
boo will reason until they see that their neighbors are thriving more who 
f°. - _-use labor-saving machines and modern tools. But this will be onlya 
}... . Question of time. I may here add that it is one of the peculiarities or 
tt. weaknesses of the genuine Nuremberger to keep as near as possible to 
ic... the medieval ages when. the fame of their great artisans was world-wide. — | 
top ‘The farmers of this country are mostly small tenants, aud cannot afford | 
| oe much outlay, and certainly will not indulge even in seeming’ extrava- ~ | 
pe gance, so long as they cannot see immediate gain by so doing, and, espe 
i cially so long as human muscle, both male and female, is so available 
‘ and so cheap. — | | : GG 

to SUCCESSFUL INTRODUCTION OF AMERICAN MACHINERY INTO GERMANY, 

| oe | In my annual report for 1873 I referred at length to the efforts of Mr- q 
| ee Frederick Haag, aGerman-Americancitizenfrom Auburn,N.Y.,tointro | 
tO duce American machinery, farming implements, &c., into this his native — 
he a country. Before emigrating to America Mr. Haag had become a prac- | 
Is... —_—s tical mechanic. and millwright. Therefore, in after years, having be-. 
> come familiar with American tools and machinery, he conceived the — | 
fj. ideathat he could successfully introduce into Germany our modern tools. | 
i> ~*~ -He took an especial fancy to a turbine water-wheel, known as the “Lit- | 
}--  . . tle Giant turbine.” Mr. Haag knew fall well that this article was just 
Poo the thing needed by the millers and manufacturers living upon the small 
ro streams of his native kingdom of Bavaria, and that they were still | 
toe using the wheels of the pattern handed down by their remote ancestors. 
boo These old wheels are the huge and awkward overshot and undershot, 
to... so unwieldy and impracticable, and always erected upon the outside of . 
fou the mill, not only requiring much water, but liable to be useless the 
: an - greater part of the winter by being frozen up. Mr. Haag, having pur-



i 
- ehased the patent-right of this wheel for the continent of Europe,came 5) 8 

-- over with bis two sons determiiied to conquer the antipathy of this peo; 4 
| ple to modern’ tools, and especially their prejudice against our Ameri- 6] 

gan patent-rights. When Mr. Haag first appeared among the millers of 2 

-_- Bavaria, some four or five years ago, with his ‘ Little Giant turbine,” 

... .and demonstrated to the miller its superior merits, and the folly of te 

- longer continuing the things in use here, at first, as he expected, he WAS 

— met-with sneers only ; but, possessing indomitable pluck and persever- 0 

ance, and having full faith in his ultimate triumph, he did not despair, | 
- However, before he could make any progress, he was obliged to enter 

into bonds, ‘as a guarantee that his wheel would accomplish all that he 
- yepresented. In every instance the wheel proved a greater success than = J 

+ he had claimed. After a few turbines had been placed in the mills ee 
their fame became great and a lucrative business assured to the Messrs. ss] 

Haag, who have already put in, with perfect satisfaction, over four hun- a 
dred wheels, most of.them in Germany. -They have recently sold the oa 

- patent-right for Austria, and the reports of its success from there are ss 
also very cheering. The mills of the country being generally very old...) 3d 

- and tottering concerns and unsuitable for the times, the millers and = 
others are calling upon the Messrs. Haag to build them new ones, after 4 
American or modern plans. They have already built 157 gristand saw 

— mills completely, i.e, everything about the establishment except the ea 

outer walls, besides doing a great amount of repairing. In all theses, 
eases they contract to furnish the material, machinery, mechanical 

- labor, &c. They have a large field for future work in thigline. =, ee 
| = Mr. Haag at one time imported four dozen mowing machines and = * } 

one hundred dozen farming-forks, with handles complete. These took os, 
well; but the turbine, growing so rapidly in favor, has monopolized ss 

the attention of the Messrs. Haag to such an extent that they could ee 
_’ not find other business so promising or profitable OD 
-._Tam of opinion that very many of our improved farming implements =, * 

could: be imported here and disposed of at a good profit, provided the oe 
_- party or agent introducing the same was a practical farmer who under- 
stood the German language and character, and.who had the com- ss -f 

- bined merits of patience, energy, and common sense. A native born | SoS 
- . German would be likely. to be the most successful. Also he shouldbe >. ..§ 

capable and willing to explain all particulars respecting his machine or = 
| —_-tools, so that, ifa machine got broken or out of order, he could repair 
| it, or be able to show how it ought tobedone. a 

Tam informed that there has never. been a machine introduced into ee 
this country which will clean grain thoroughly, although there are sev- 
eral kinds here. Mr. Haag says he tried to introduce. a first-class ma-’ ~ ae 
chine known as “a grain-scourer and smut-separating machine,” which. 

- wag one of the best in use. Still, the price was regarded as so high =. 

that it was impossible to sell it, when other parties delivered amachine 
| for one-half the money. He says it makes but little difference whether ss 
| the machine is first or second class, if it can be had at alow figure. os 
“_ T have also heard that in some parts of the country American manu: 

- facturers are running in opposition to each other in their prices, which = = =] 
i is having a detrimental effect; and the country is being overstocked § = 
| with mowers and reaping-machines, which have been exported by most =. 

American companies manufacturing these articles to agents who ree. 
-_ eeive them on credit. Also the country is filled with such articles from fe 

England, besides the imitation machines manufactured on the conti- =) 

,  Itis presumed that a good agent will make more headway withabad. —_ lad
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bes machine than a bad agent or exhibitor can possibly do with a good one. 
i: _. To illustrate this, one thoroughly competent agent of a mowing-machiné —_ 
bee told me that he came in contact with another party representing an 
a equally good American mower, when he challenged the opposite party ss, 

t-;. © toacontest. The result was, while No. 1 did the work in a most satis. 
Pe factory way, the other was quite the reverse. After selling his machine, - | 
fe . . and being satisfied that the other mower was not at fault, and wishing + | 
tj. —~--« to uphold the merits of all-American machines, he proposed that they | 
+... change mowers and continue the contest. This was done, and whilehe __ | 
tf -.. did equally as good work with the other mower, the stupid representa- 
Pc _ tive of No. 2 not only did poorer work than with his own mower, but _ 
f-..~—_—s badly injured the No. 1 machine. This unfortunate exhibitor then con- __ 
be fessed that he did not know his business. _Doubtless he was some pre- _ 
Poo tender with good address, who wanted: to travel in Europe at the ex- | 
i: ——__ pense of some other people. As this was told me by a responsible man, 
tole whom I well know, it fully confirms my idea that in these matters, as in 
pe most others, ‘it requires the right man in the right place.” | eT 
. .. . Lean see no reason why our best farming-tools will not become more 
gee and more in demand, since they are so great an improvement on those |. 
eo used in this country, unless it be their seemingly extravagant price, 
‘ae which, as before intimated, is a powerful obstacle in this immediate 
i.» «neighborhood. an I . | | 
ao. One great advantage our manufacturers have and will continue to | 
oe have is their superior wood for the tools and machines. Our incompara- 
oe ble hickory and white-oak lumber is prized very highly in this country, 

or where they have nothing approaching the same, unless it be imported. - | 
Pos Heretofore, the best farming implements, such as forks, hoes, shovels, _ 
boo &e., used in Germany have been imported from England, and, I have 
}-..~—.__ heard it said, sold under the name of “American tools” a 

oe The great staple of agriculture in Bavariais hops, which arecultivated 
| mainly by hand and cause a great amount of manual labor, andithas 
it. . - occurred to me that our American cultivators might be introduced to 
fo < advantage, such, for instance, as are so indispensable in our large corn- __ 
y fields and vineyards. Also our best cooking and other stoves. In this 
fee connection I may mention that Dr. Seélhorst, secretary of the industrial = 
eo museum of this city, takes a very great interest in having our excellent i 
ro. tools, &c., introduced into Bavaria with the view of placing better tools : 
Pee in the hands of the mechanics and other workmen of this kingdom, 
Po _ that they may be better able to compete with the skilled artisans of a 
Pe. other nations. Dr. Seelhorst informs me that his museum has appointed 
i: @ firm in Philadelphia as its corresponding and purchasing agents, 
{. . . with the object of furnishing the museum here with the most improved —_ 
ao hand-tools and labor-saving machinery for introduction into Bavarian 
7.‘ manufactories. The: doctor having been a delegate from Bavaria to = 
| ae our Centennial Exhibition, he became thoroughly impressed with the  —_ 
| idea that there must be a revolution for the better in the workshops : 
tof this country. Hebrought home with him some of the finest speci- 
Pe mens of our mechanical tools, to be exhibited in the museum and in ; 
tec his lectures. He informs me the museum has recently received. a : 
| on small order of $1,000. worth of articles, preparatory to larger orders. | 
7. He thinks. there area great many articles of our manufacture that 
ee can be successfully introduced into this country. He mentioned such - | 
¢-.. articles of hardware as padlocks, door-locks, and door-knobs, which : 
i... eannot be made heré so nicely and so cheaply, and very many other 
t+. —_—_—._ articles. He also referred to the fact that there was noduty on such
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articles; except those that were.nickeled and otherwise ornamentally = 
. finished, and then it was but 5 or 6 percent. | eee 

_- I may here say that I have had recently some correspondence withan 9) 
_ American citizen residing at Bayreuth, in this consulate, who was for. 6 
-. merly a resident of San Francisco. Two years ago this gentleman | 

thought he would try, as an experiment, the importation of American 9. J 
-  muslins and other white goods intoSouth Germany. He informs me. °° || 

that he met with good success, and might have done still better if our © 
exporters would maintain fixed prices. He had made three different = J 

- ‘orders for these goods, and each time the prices were raised on him; = «ff 
-. then he stopped importing, and the prices went down again. Hesays 2 34 
. the dealers-here will not bay unless they can have a guarantee that the 6 

/ cost prices will have some stability; and he thinks it folly for our © 0s: 
exporters ‘to send any muslin but of the very best. Heis also of the _ oe 

| opinion that “ Canton flannel” could be sold with much success here. os 

‘He imported one lot, which met with a ready sale. The substitute for 9 © oJ 
this article used here is not so good nor so cheap. He also thinks =... 
American leather could be successfully introduced into Germany,. =, | 
although we import much fancy leather from Germany and France. 9 

oO _. . ‘THE PHILADELPHIA CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION, = “hag 

__ - Jt gives me sincere pleasure to be able to bear testimony to the bene- s 
ficial effects of our late Centennial Exhibition, and, too, not only froma 
commercial view, but from a social and political stand-point. Owing,in’ = og og 

-_- part, to the large emigration from Germany to America since it was first - 

settled, the sympathy and admiration for our country and people from 

the masses of the people here have been strong and genuine.. Thiswas = 
-. evinced in the late war for the preservation of the Union. Notwith- 7 

standing this, it cannot be denied that fora few years previous tothe = =. 5 
Philadelphia Exhibition there had been a growing prejudice againstour =... 7 
people and the seemingly exaggerated stories of our wonderful prog- —- ) )4j 

~_- ress, productions, &c. This was. doubtless increased by the bad con- | 
duet of a few unprincipled adventurers,. who had come. over to this 9). sg 

|. gountry to place swindling railroad bonds and other doubtful securities = 

.. not negotiable in the United States, and to otherwise impose upon the cod 

-_eredulity of this friendly people. Also, many of their own countrymen, =.’ 
- who had left their fatherland very poor and humble, subsequently re. | 

| —_ turned, invested with the new dignity and power of American citizen- oo 
| -. ship and a superabundance of this world’s goods; and, without regard 

to the time, place, or staid customs of this people, were accustomed to. J 
indulge in swaggering, boastful, and other unseemly conduct, so that = «sf 
when our really meritorious citizens, such as merchants and mechanics, | Os had 
game here to introduce their. goods and inventions, they were obliged to. =) 

- eneounter more or less-of this prejudice, and sometimes even obliged to. oe) 
listen to such offensive words as “brag” and “swindle” 0 

| Two. years ago I felt an earnest desire that our then contemplated Cen- mG 

. tennial Exhibition might be a successful one, and with that viewI called = 
upon many of the best manufacturers here, who had exhibited theirgoods |= 
two years before at the world’s fair at Vienna. Ifound that some of. =. | 
them declined to exhibit at Philadelphia, representing that they had =. « . J 

. . made a losing business at Vienna, and intimated that they had not faith =~ es 
-. in security from fire and otherwise if they sent their goods to Phila-— Pa 

 délphia, to a city “« where you have but few policemen and noarmy.” (I °  § 
.. may here remark, so ignorant were some of this people of our repub- 6 

Kean institutions, that both myselfand my colleague at Munich were 3,
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i. ~~ applied to for appointments on the Centennial Exhibition police, pre. 
be sumably by parties who thought we had the power to assure them of 
j >... - such appointments, and who believed it would be difficult for Philadel. 
po phia to furnish the proper material in sufficient force.) Had the manu: . 
1... facturers and artisans of this country been less timid, and could they | 
a - have been assured beforehand of the splendid success of the Philadelphia 
4. «Centennial Exhibition, it is believed they would have made a more | 
to. ereditable display. In this connection I may mention that the German ss 
7... commissioners, and very many of the visitors from this country to our | 

i _ exhibition, were cultured and enlightened gentlemen, who, since their 
to return home, have written much for publication, delivered lectures, &c., 
fo... and without an exception, so far asI know, have been unstinted in their 
j-___ praise of our country and our Centennial Exhibition. N otably among 4 
i-  —-— these gentlemen was Dr. George Seelhorst, the secretary of the ““Gewerb : 
eo. (industrial) Museum” of this city. Dr. Seelhorst was one of the judges 
f° ~—- sent from Germany to the Philadelphia Exhibition, and before returning | 
to, | to Bavaria he visited the different industrial centers of our country,and 
io returned enthusiastic in his praise of our country and the success of her 
to great exhibition of 1876.. During the exhibition he purchased for his 
i... museum here a great variety of specimens of the handiwork of different ' 
i... nations, especially of our superior mechanical tools, &c. During the 
i. last winter, 1876-77, Dr. Seelhorst delivered a course of lectures in this 4 
oan and twenty-seven cities of the kingdom of Barvaria upon the Philadelphia 
roo exposition, and was very eloquent. over the magnificent display made by ! 
Poo the different nations, and especially over the remarkable developments __ 
Roe our country has made during the first century of its existence. He illus- 
to trated his lectures by exhibiting to his audiences specimen models of our. _ 
i. superior mechanical tools, miniature machines, &c., and pointed out : 

i ~—-—sé their peculiar excellence. At the present time he isoceupied in writing = 
Lo an illustrated catalogue of the tools named, which shall be sent through- 

i. out, the country, without any cost, by the Nuremberg Museum, in order 
f < ____ to introduce these products into common use. Theresult willbe forthe = 
f+. future to determine. I may here add, that at the request of the German 

i > government, these lectures are to be continued through this fall and f 

i>. coming winter, and the expenses of Dr. Seelhorst are borne by the gov- 

Poe ernment. . The tools excited the greatest admiration. The learned doc. — 
i tor earnestly pressed upon his hearers the importance of their shaking 

eo off their lethargy, and making the greatest possible exertions in their dif- 
be ferent industries, if they would not be outdone by ali nations. He told : 

i... _ his hearers that the United States of America already outstripped most re 

oe of the older nations except in matters of art, and as art required time, = 
a America would eventually not be behind other nations even in that. —_. as 

ae Our exhibition gave us what we had 80 long needed, viz, an oppor- . 
bo tunity to advertise our handiwork to the other nations of the world. Fo 
i believe our prospects are very flattering for an increase of trade with 

i. ~~ Germany, though in this immediate neighborhood I think the greatest = 
t—-~Ssdifficulty will be the first introduction of our incomparable, although to | 

i this people seemingly costly, productions.. After they have once hada = 

Poo fair trial, there will be no danger of our losing the foreign markets, and 

Pc we can reasonably expect increased demand from year to year; provided, - 

t. —__ always, that our manufacturers do not rest on the laurels already won, | 
bos but continue to improve in the future as ‘in the past. | po - 

ft. |): It is well known that Dr. Reulaux, the president of the imperial Ger- 
a * man commission at Philadelphia, made a report to his government, in 

to. which he characterized the German display at our exhibition as ‘ bulla s SS 
i. > aber schlecht” (cheap, but bad). I may here add, that Dr. Seelhorst, in _ |



his lectures, substantially indorsed thatreport. Atthetime, thisreport. = gf 
_. of the chief commissioner created a profound seisation throughout the 

German Empire. It was a crushing blow to their overconfident exhi- . 4 
-_ biters, and could not have been tolerated from any other source, Time = =...) 

has made it plain to all that Dr. Reulaux was correct, and it istothe =. >. 
- . eredit of the German manufacturers that this day they are looking the = oo» 

matter squarely in the face, and their leading men are organizing indus- 
trial societies and holding conferences all over the empire, and putting © = "4 

_ forth their energies in order'to place their productions upon a higher’ = 
_. plane, and, if possible, to secure greater prosperity for all theirindus-.. . . 7 § 

. + Socially, with foreign nations, I ‘regard the results of the exhibition —= = = | 
as most gratifying; for, whether a person be officially or otherwise =» >. § 

residing abroad, it is pleasant to hear one’s country referred toin such = = «= 4% 
complimentary terms as are now heard in all circles, and the praiseis =... 

-. not the less agreeable because of its novelty. OOS SS eg 
Politically, all our countrymen cannot but be gratified that theyareciti- = 

'. gens of the United States, now it is so much better known and appreci-  -  *] 
ated by foreign countries, and to know that the citizens of empiresand =... 

.. kingdoms have returned from our great Centennial Exhibition and are... § 
telling their people of our capacity for self-government and of the mar: 7 

-. velous growth, prosperity, aud futare brilliant prospects of the great  § . =. 
republic oe flo PME Sse Sa a ee 

re JAMES M. WILSON, 

HERS any | NO a ee 

Bee Mr. Herbertz to Mr. Seward. 

No. 6] | UNITED STATES CONSULATE, er. 
Oe Cologne, October 29,1877. (Received November 19.) 000-4 

$k: Referring to your separate circular of August last on thesub- 4 
ject of commercial relations of the United States, which, in the consul’s, 2) 4 
Mr. E. Beauchamp’s, absence, I found among the latest official papers 
of the consulate, I have the honor to say that the present momentap- =. 

-.. pears to me to be. favorable to the development and enlargement of  —s_--"j 
trade between the United Statesand Germany. - 

In my opinion, American produce and its present decreased valuation 
_ are-not sufficiently known here, and a corroborating reason lies inthe =. §f 
_ military conditions of Germany and in their effect of absorbing vigorous. | 

_ hands and increasing wages.. Machines replacing and facilitating com-- 4 
‘mon manual labor may therefore deserve attention at moderate prices; = == 

|, for instance, agricultural machines, implements, manure and hay forks, = | J 
' axes, hatchets, and other workmen’s tools, metal and wood working = = ° =" 

_ machinery, or for similar specific purposes; then, in other respects, == = =“ # 
furniture, glass-ware, jute; paper, carriages, harness-fittings, vehicles of ©. *.. 4 

. different kinds, leather in various sorts, fire-arms, locks, nails, &e. i (as 
As articles of importation from the United States, I may further ©... /°§ 

'.” name under the head of victuals, in the first line, grains, and then meat, 99. = 
_ fish, cheese, butter, fruit, and, almost as nourishment, tobacco. = = © . 7° § 
- After these premises, it may be as well to take first into consideration = = =. 
_. the opposing elements that the most serious and well-meant endeavors . 28 
- to raise the mutual intercourse are likely to meet with, = = 9.8] 

In latter years. American trade has been materially checked in Ger- =
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Poo many by the importation of articles of very inferior quality.. I have 
‘<..° . cited some examples to Mr. Lee, the consul-general at Frankfort-on-the: 
to -Main, whose views, I am happy to say, are coinciding with my ownin | 
te... the essential questions of trade, and I have not hesitated to mention to 
eo him that German manufacturers. look with an evil eye at importations 

tr :. from the United States, the more so as the commercial policy of Ger- 
f..- | many has made a bold advance in matters of import duties, and hasre- | 
#<_—s Tinquished the impost on wrought-iron and iron machinery. If the | 
te... United States were inclined to open their coast, as we do, to freeim- =| 
ie. portation, such an idea would be hailed with pleasure, but, as long as | 
tj .°_—_ this is not the case, opposition will have its sway, withanappearance of —| 
{-.. justice. Concerning the importation of American goods, Iam of opin- — | 
a ion that a careful selection should take place not only of merchandise, but =| 
ro. also of the exporting houses. It will be necessary, I believe, to invite —_| 
ee only firms of undoubted respectability, and, of course, waiving alto- 
7°. gether the slightest notion of presumptuous advice, I would beg leave — 
Peo to suggest that a call might-issue from the Department of State. 
gee I deem it advisable to start with an exhibition solely containing 
t-:. _. American goods, arranged in such a manner as to give a particularsur- | 
i. °. -vey, by means of samples, patterns, or models, as the case may be, of | | 
Pe _ the articles above alluded to at Berlin, Cologne, and Frankfort-on-the- — | 
Peo Main. There is a sort of: affinity of the commercial character of every  —s 
bs > )~~s« G@ommercial town—Berlin for the north, Cologne as. the key to the Rhine | 
: ie and center, Frankfort: especially for the south of Germany. Articles 
7. | suiting one district may not suit the other, and vice versa. Frankfort | 
fo. might take the lead; Berlin and Cologne follow in the track with branch 
a exhibitions. © | an : | | 

ee To carry. out this idea, I think it would not be inappropriate, deferring, | 

tf: . however, to the better judgment of those actually residing in the United 
bo States, if the Department of State invited the respectable trade, be this - 
t-- < _ by official or unofficial papers, or by “separate” circulars, or privately = 
t.. . by men of sound sense and high influence; and that the United States 
be consuls might be designated as being ready and willing to facilitate and = 

on watch, as much as may be in their power, the first steps; and that after- | 
foo ~~ ys ward the matter may be taken in hand and continued by the merchants { 
te )~—C~™””~”:*«éttheemsselves. It seems not unlikely that, the ball being once set in | 
oa ~ motion, the respectable traders will soon be induced to come forward with 

Pee. their views as well as with their goods; and German houses of good = 
bo standing would, I doubt not, soon follow the example with their home 
go, - manufactures and natural products, textile fabrics, wines, mineral water, —| 
gO and the like. I am well aware of such commercial relations existing | 
+’. already in a great measure, but the object in view is toincrease them, to =| 
| ee draw the connections closer, and to maintain a more lively and contin- _ ‘| 
| ae uous intercourse between the two nations. ~ _ | BO 
| oe I shall be glad of any instruction you may think proper to giveme = 
~~~ --On this subject. Oo 7 | | 

| [re oe | | ee RL AL HERBERTZ, © 
i ode es Vice-Consul.
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GREAT BRITAIN AND DEPENDENCIES. => ® 

a Mr, Badeauwto Mr. Seward. 

No. 798. Utrep Starms ConsuLATE GENERAL, 
London, December 12,1877. (Received December.26.)) . 1. 8 

Sir: Referring to my annual report on the commercial condition of . — .,'f 
‘the United Kingdom, and to your circular marked “Separate,” and... '§ 

_ dated August 16, 1877, desiring consuls to reportfrom time to. time sug» - gestions as to the method by which trade with the United States may =. 
_ be judiciously fostered, I have the honor to forward copies of leading ===) | articles from the London Times and Standard of December 10, instant,’ ©.) 

on the excess of imports into the United Kingdom over exports; and to |. 
_, Suggest whether the anxiety indicated by these repeated discussions‘on = => 

_ the part of British writers is not a proof that the “excess” has deeper = 
| causes than they are willing to admit, causes which may be in:part =. 
_. owing to the advancement of United States manufactures and other ==) 

kindred interests. he ee EE . . [ beg, also, referring more particularly to the cireular previously men- .° 
__. tioned, to call attention to the portion of the Times’ article referring to | 

_ the United States, in which it is distinctly admitted that American =| 
_ manufactures of ‘tools, locomotive-engines, and many other kinds of = | | hardware” are now “obtained in Canada and Australia almost exclu. 

_ sively from the United States;” while it-is also stated. that not only do. 
we produce at home almost all the manufactured goods we at onetime © 

_ bought from England, but that we have been able to exclude British == 3-4 
manufactures from foreign markets. Se SS 
In view of these admissions it may be thought advisable to direct the = 

_. attention of home manufacturers, especially of “tools, locomotive-engines, = =) 

Dam, &e, ee re ee 
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leading article from the Times, London, December 10,187] 
"The general depression of trade which has now prevailed for a ‘considerable periods — oe ed | 

and the fact, to which attention has recently been called in many quarters,thatour . of _° imports have of late years been exceeding our exports by an annually increasing = =. § ' amount, have served, when taken together, to produce a certain degree Fie prohen- Oe _ sion with regard to the possible significance of these circumstances as indications of © 14 J 
| waning national prosperity. In our outer sheet on Friday there-were published some =. 
_ figures, and some inferences based upon them, which should be sufficient toshow that, 66 2 4 
. ,, although there may be much reason for caution, there is certainly no ground for ©.) rg _ alarm ;"and the argument which was there stated may even be pushed somewhat © 9, || . further with advantage. It must be conceded on all hands that the country wasnever «= 

more prosperous than during the year 1872, and that: this prosperity continued with = © = 9.4 
.. little if any abatement up to the end of 1874, although by that time the increasing . |... _. preponderance of our imports over our exports had become well established. From 
_» 1873 to 1876 the value of our imports varied only within a few millions, and, if we =. "3 

__ gorrect the official returns by adding 10 per cent. to our exports on account of freights == = & 
_., and incidental charges, which are included in the estimate of the imports, weshall find =. 

BRR A ae a
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a. ~~ that the balance against us amounted to about twenty-nine millions in 1873, that it. I 
az :° .. rose to forty-nine millions in 1874, tosixty-four millions in 1875, to ninety-four millions. __ : 
+.:->  - in 1876, and that this year, calculating the total upon the scale of the first ten months, __ ( 
+... it-can hardly be less than one hundred and twenty millions. Itis urged by alarmists = == 
ine that this increasing excess of imports means a constantly increasing amount of debt | | 
| ae to foreign countries—a debt. which can only be met by drawing upon our savings 
i. >... or investments at home—and hence that we must every year become poorer by the 
i, | amount of the difference. To-argue in this way is to assume, of course, that our | 
i...» imports consist.entirely of. perishable commodities; although it is quite conceivable = | 
z+... . that they may consist largely of things which are not perishable, and which are 

bought as investments for a portion of our surplus wealth. Among imports of this . 
ao class may be named works of art of various kinds, articles of taste or of vertu, and | 

4.%.° many other things which wiil readily suggest themselves; but it may, nevertheless, =| 
a. ~< ——- be conceded that imports of. the perishable class bear.a considerable proportion tothe» =| 
a2. -- whole.. The true explanation.of the matter is that the excess of our imports isa tem- — | 
i’ - | porary condition, arising out of circumstances which have disturbed the pre-existing — 4] 
oo. -course and balance of trade, and which may eventually guide certain forms of industry — 
ae into new channels. SC cn | oe 
a If we compare the condition of this country. with that of our principal competitors, 
Bo". and, in the first place, with that of France, we find that the great bulk of French 
7. -. -.. exports which come to us consists of cereals, wine, fruit, and other products, the sup- 
q- ‘ply of which is dependent: upen a harvest, and that only by this condition can the i 
t.. . irregularities of the supply-be fully explained: We,on the contrary, export mainly 
a:-.. such articles.as coal, iron, and manufactured. goods; and it will be found on examina- 
t<.. ~—— tion that the reduction in the amount of such exports has been less in quantity than 
&. - | %invalue. In order to: produce the quantity nearly the same number of. hands, and 
Ps nearly: the same amount of-eapital;.have been employed asin former years; but the |. 

: oo profits realized by the masters and, although in a less degree, the wages received by | 
a-:~- + the workmen have both suffered diminution. Notwithstanding this, but possibly by 
go means of greater economy, the manufacturing classes have not only lived, but have . 
Bea: .  gsaved something out of their earnings, insomuch that the sums paid to savings-banks : 
| have increased every year in spite of the depression of trade. It must, however, be — 

- borne in mind that we no longer possess monopolies which once were sources of great 4 
| ae profit. At the close of the great European war sixty years ago England held a posi- L 
= oe tion of extraordinary and exceptional advantage. Poor.as compared with our present : 
i... riehes, we were yet far richer than any continental nation, and our domestic institu- == 
| tions had remained untouched. We were the first to-make any large use of steam 
fo power for manufacturing purposes, and we had coal and iron in abundanceatourfeet. = 
-e ‘These advantages, turned to the best. account: by the accumulated capital, the manu- | : 

oo facturing experience, and the superb energy of our:population, placed England upon : 

Po @ pinnacle of greatness which made us at once the admiration and the envy of the = 
ft © ~~ world. Aided by-the start which we had thus gained’in the race, we pushed on for’ 
Be many years without interruption, and almost without serious competition, until the : 
| close of the civil war in the United States, when the Americans, who also have coal : 
ko... - and iron, and Anglo-Saxon energy, and who were relieved from the incubus of. : 
pe slavery, began to strain every nerve to become a great manufacturing nation. Hav- | 

Peo ing surrounded their country with a barrier-of protective duties, and being tempo- 8 
i... ~ - rarily strengthened by a large immigration of trained workmen from the old centers : 
me _of industry, they applied themselves to the improvement of machinery, and to the 4 

| ae production at home of almost all the manufactured goods which they had formerly ; 
a bought from us. In many departments they so far succeeded in cheapening produc- : 
to. _tion—often, it must be admitted, at the cost -both of quality and of profit—that they | : 
gc have been enabled to exclude our manufactures from foreign markets,and even from 
io our own colonies, a fact of. which, perhaps, the best. illustration is that Canada and 

~~ Australia obtain tools, locomotive-engines, and many other kinds of hardware, almost 
Po entirely from the United States. Germany, again, has come actively into competition 4 
7. with us, and has raised capital in artificial ways for the establishment of factories 3 
[on which thus far have met with considerable and well-merited success. a 

Peo The facts are, therefore, that: our. manufacturers, within the last few years, have | 
ae been subjected to a previously unexampled amountof competition, and to competition | 

| Ce of a character which has required all their knowledge and all their ingenuity to enable  & 
to them to hold their own. The immediate result hag been a reduction of profits and 
: ae of wages, and this reduction, following upon a period of great prosperity, which had : 
Bo produced among all classes, and especially among the workingmen,a highly increased 
z.. - . degree of Inxury of living, became a source of almost angry surprise to those who 
Ate, were the first.to suffer from its effects. -The operatives, feeling the pinch and ignorant » | 

fee of its causes, were too often. persuaded by professional agitators to engage in strikes, 
q-. . . which, in so far as they became sources of embarrassment to masters, still further in- 

ae -ereased the difficulties against: which.they had to contend. Competition led, naturally, _ 
| in the fi st instance, to overpro“nction, since many makers were pouring goods inte



the markets which a smaller number:had previously supplied, and the expectation‘of: 
--war led to the curtailment evén of ctistuiiary demands.” England has been compelled. J 
- to-gell less, or to sell at lower and scarcely remunerative prices, but has been unable =... § 

pos to. import less food than formerly ; and it is for these reasons mainly that the balance «eg 
. has for a time been so much agaiust us. As we showed on Friday, the amount of the 

me deficit, if so it may be called, is utterly insignificant when compared with the entire =. 
_ trade of the country, and it has not prevented the steady increase of accumulations =. § 
at home. We must not forget, however, that.a considerable part of these accumula- =. «> 

a tions, such as-houses, furniture, plant, and so forth, has no available value in competition ~ = 2 -J 

with foreign countries, and that their value at home depends absolutely upon the trade... J 
_ ... profits which enable us to obtaia and to enjoy them. The true interpretation of thefacts. © = 3) 

around us is that we are witnessing a great change or displacement of someofthe con- . ss ss § 
. ditions under which the results of certain forms of industry have hitherto been ‘pro- © 3s) \ 4 
—-*. duced or distributed, and that we must wait patiently for the readjustment which ss. 

time cannot fail to bring. We are even now suffering less than any of our neighbors ‘te 
-. or rivals, because we have a larger accumulated capital, and are, therefore, better able = s - 

to work for a time at a diminished rate of profit. We retain, absolutely, if not rela~ 4) 
tively, all our former advantages, and, as soon as peace is re-established, and the excess |, 
of manufactured goods now existing has been cleared away, there-can be no doubt. = 
that. we shall once more enjoy our full share of the world’s prosperity. Much of the «3 

... competition against which we have to contend is even now. spasmodic and sélf-de- = © > .. 33 
- structive; and, when some of our rivals have ruined each otherin their determination = ...« 4 

c to undersell us, we shall still possess the capital, the knowledge, and the energy which sis. 
helped to give us our old pre-eminence, and these will have ample scope under acon- ..... 3. | 

-.. stitution which combines the most.abs olute stability with the largest possible measure == 
-. of individual freedom. The.only shadow in our path is cast by that increased luxury. == ss 

_ of living, in all classes, which militates so powerfully against the accumulation of = =». -§ 
. | wealth by saving; -and it is much to be wished that those among’us whose actsare 
” “accepted as examples would seriously consider whether it would not be possible for 9. 

- them to set a fashion of economy. There are but few families in which expenditure = =. #4 
- °° might not be curtailed without: diminution of enjoyment, and the nation at large =. +744 
'.. would be at once richer and better for the change. - Bo UE abo a 

ee | _ [Inclosure2in No. 798Jo00 

:- — [Leading article cut from the Standard, London, December 10,1877.) © 

| - The extraordinary rate at which the excess of our imports over our exportshasincreased == 3.) 
, “during the past four years has naturally been exciting of late much attention, and not... >... 4 
~~ @ little uneasiness. It is no new thing indeed to find the value of our purchases from =... 4 

the outside world. surpassing that of our sales to it... The phenomenon has long been - . . <4 
constant and progressing, and since the beginning of the present depression of trade 2s 

- the difference between the two sides’of our commercial transactions has assumed a =. ss 
— . magnitude that alarms many sober-minded business men. During the fifteen years. 9° ©. 4.4 

_ * ending with 1873, for example, the excess of the value of the imports over that of the. = .-...§ 
. -exports annually averaged £56,000,000 ;' in 1874 it rose to £72,000,000;. at theend of © = 4 

-. the present year it:will probably be not much short of £142,000,000; that isto say, in 9 9° 4 
the ‘three years it has increased some seventy millions. Explain the facts how we. =. sg 

- may, these figures are iadisputably startling. In a period of exceptionally bad trade... = 4 
- how have we afforded to augment so enormously our. consumption of foreign goods? ss 

Still more difficult to answer is the question, how do we manage to pay for the hun-- => 
dred and forty millions’ worth of commodities against which there are no exports to. sg 

- set off? The first reply to be given to this latter query is that the excess of imports ss.» 4 
is really not so-large as it looks. The value of the exports, as given in the Board of 2 0) 4 

| Trade returns, is their value at the ports from which they are shipped. Before they. = | 
-. reach'the foreign consumer, however, the cost of carriage across sea will have tobe . ©... § 

added, as will also the marine insurance, and so likewise will agents’ commissions and. 
-. other charges. Speaking generally, these additions to the cost of the goods are earned. ss 

-... by British ship-owners, underwriters, and agents. Therefore, the real price received ©. * . 4 
by this country for its exports is the declared value plus: the several charges enumer-~- = 

os ated above. On the other hand, the value of the imports given inthe Board of Trade == 
-.. returns is their value when they have arrived in our ports, and when, consequently, the =~ | -...§ 

above charges have been earned... It is a moderate estimate that three-fourthsof these. 
-.. charges fall to this country. Consequently, from the payment to be made by us to... . 

foreigners there have to be deducted at least three-fourths of the-freights, insurance. = =. *- og 
+ premiums, and agents’ commissions... How much these various charges amount tothere =... § 

are no means of accurately calculating.. Some authorities estimate them at two hun-- .. -§
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Po. dred millions; others think half thesum too high. But, whatever the real amount, — i 

pe it is abundantly evident that when they have been added to the one side and subtracted 

7°... from the other they leave the. balance of our foreign-trade much more nearlyeven than 
7. . at first. sight would appear possible from an inspection of the Board of Trade returns. i, 

i.” Assuming, however, that the imports really do exceed the exports in value to somein- ; 

7... ° determinate extent, we come back. to the question—How is the excess paid for? As | | 

f{<... the payment has to be made to persons resident abroad it must be sent out of this | 

Foo country in some shape or other, or else it must be made by means of funds belonging | 

pe. to English people, but held abroad. It plainly cannot. have been sent out of the coun- od 

|’: try in the shape of bullion or goods, else it would appear among the exports. Conse- = | 
f=". quently, it must either have been transmitted by means of which the Board of Trade. . 

ec s, + takes no cognizance, or it must have been effected by a transfer of British property 

eo abroad to foreigners. Now, British ship-builders construct a large number of ships every | 

t-"> .. | year for foreign governments and foreign ship-owners, and the price of these ships, in- . oo 

f°... stead of being transmitted here, might be paid over abroad to our foreign creditors = 

Bees without the transaction ever appearing among the exports. Moreover, thiscountry = = | 

aoe has the largest carrying trade in the world, and the freights, underwriting, and other | 

i. > - charges earned might likewise be used to settle debts abroad. Lastly, we have for i 

f--".- > generations been investing capital in all sorts of undertakings all over the world. : 

i. Many of these investments have, indeed, been unfortunate, but the great majority have ~ i 

f- . | proved profitable, and now return us annual interests which in the aggregate must be . | 
{© immense. Here is one other mode of payment.which would not appear in the Board =~ 
- -.  - of Trade returns. Persons owing money abroad. need. buf buy from the ship-builders, | | 

| ship-ewners, and investors the. price of the ships they had built, the freights they had 4 
| earned, and the dividends that were accruing, and they could settle their foreign debts : 
tos by the mere transmission of a bill, draft, or order, - ot 

Pees - “We venture to think that the several funds we have now enumerated. more than a 

hs suffice to discharge all our liabilities to foreign* countries. Such, however, is not the 

f...._—s conclusion of many persons whose opinions are entitled to great weight. Notably,Mr. | i 

i’ Rathbone, in a letter to the Economist which has attracted wide attention, contends . 4 

feo that they do not suffice, and argues, on the contrary, that we are wasting our substance i 

fo. . > and using up our capital in paying-for consumable-articles. To the objection that if so + 

fk.) -we should experience a regular drain of ‘gold, and should also witness a vast increase of | 

ft. pauperism, Mr. Rathbone answers that exceptional circumstances have prevented these f 

12°... results for the present, but that, doubtless, we shall feel them before long. The excep- | 

f.... tional circumstances which so far have favored us are two. Every one who gives any — : 

heed to the doings of the stoek exchange is aware that, as a nation, we have beenex- ssi 

L-——- porting securities of late. For more than a year.we have been steadily selling Russian = 

: .. bonds to German, Dutch, and French buyers. ‘We have-also been getting rid of Egyp- — ao 

Pee tians when possible ; and we have been disposing of a good deal of American securities. = 

ee: Mr. Rathbone holds that the securities so exported have been used to pay for our im- od 

t.< ~~ ports. Now, it is quite true that bonds. do, or at, least ought to, bear interest, and, = | 

tos ~ . therefore, represent capital. — Yet it does not follow that if they are used to pay for im- : 

i> ports we are diminishing our-capital. --As a general rule-the reason why we are selling i 

i - .out our foreign securities is that they have fallen into discredit in consequence of the t 
boo repudiations of so many governments and the apprehended difficulties of others. The | 
is... holders, that is to say the capitalists, are simply transferring their capital to some : 

f. .-home undertaking in which they have more confidence. To satisfy ourselves on the. - | 

ft... point we have only to. look at the steadily-rising price of Biitish railways. As a rule | 

be they yield now only 4 per cent. where some years:ago they returned 5 or even 6 per 4 

i: - gent. Equally marked is the upward movement in the value of houses.. As for the. 

jt .... fact that the sold bonds are sometimes used to discharge import liabilities, that simply © a 

f°". proves that occasionally they can be employed more conveniently than bills or bullion. 

| .:..2. The purchaser of imports buys them with the money he owns, but. the money is not 

Boe: trausmuted into cspital because he puts it into a bond rather than intoabil. = = ae 

tc. “Phe second mode of payment to-which Mr. Rathbone. refers, no doubt, has.also been 
pe made use of to a greater or less ‘extent. Before the opening of the Suez Canalavast = = 

be British capital was employed in distributing. the Eastern trade. British merchants | | 

E>. pought tea in China, coffee in Ceylon, cotton, indigo, and jute in India, and wool in 
i! -- - Australia, and brought these commodities home, in: British ships. The Continental : 

f° merchants and manufacturers came here then and purchased the supplies they needed. oo 

ae The sums thus earned by our countrymen, in: the form of profits, commissions, and : 

| |  freights, were very large. Since the opening of the Suez Canal, however, the traders | 
aan of France, Germany, Italy, and Austria find it more economical to order the goods they = 
tO require directly in India, China, or Australia, and have them sent. to themselves with- i 

i... out British intervention. Both time and money are thereby saved. The consequence | 

t+... . "js that the large British capital formerly employed in this trade has gradually been = 
1°. get free, and the general depression which prevails; Mr.. Rathbone contends, has pre- 

: a ' vented a new outlet being found for-it. Some of this, he goes on to argue, has been a
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--. nged to pay for inrports, and as there at present exists no need for. it in trade, the ab- eae 
- straction has not been felt. Mit Rath bove; however; fails to explain why capitalists, 9... 
-... beeause they are temporarily unable to find a remunerative business, should proceed == &, 
«+. to consume their capitals. Usually persons so circumstanced retrench instead of launch- 4 

che ing into extravagance... Then, again, it is a poor assumption that no profitable employ: , +s 4 
mS _ ment can be found for this capital. .The Madras and Bombay famine, to go no further, 34] 
. has been grappled with by British enterprise, And the rapid growth of the cotton 9.2! 44 

manufacture in Bombay, of the jute industry in Bengal, and of tea-cultivation. IN 
Assam and Kumaon, is only possible because British capital is being invested in them. ©...) 

. -. If appears to us, then, that the honorable member for Liverpool has entirely failed to — ve hag 
+» make out his case... Indeed, it might much more reasonably'be argued that theexcess 4 
of imports which alarms him is a proof of chastened wisdom on the part of capitalists, 0 34 

/ anda promise of greater prosperity in the future. In the years before this.excess = .° |. 
| _ reached its present proportions we were lending recklessly to penniless-governments ©. = 

and bankrupt trading societies. The money we thus advanced enabled them to take | co 
large exports from us, but, as we have since learned to our cost, those exports were 9-0! 

really paid for out of our own pockets. Clearly it is not impoverishment to have 9-0. 
.._. sbopped.a trade of that nature. Furthermore, the increase of imports is partly due to © eee 

the same distrust of foreign ventures. Capital which. was unprofitably employed’. ee 
_.., abroad is being called home; some of it is coming in theshape of bullion, some in that. = 

~ of goods, but in. neither case is it wasted or destroyed. o ee se oe 

aa . ho SESE No. 26. ee Ee EE eS oa 

os oe Mr, Donnan to Mr. Seward. © 

Not UNITED STATES CONSULATE, 0 (0s ¥ 
REESE Belfast, October 30, 1877. (Received November 14.) og 

Dots _Sie: Your dispatch marked ‘“ Separate,” of date August 16 last, was... Soe 
_ ... duly received by me on the 29th of that month, and its receiptacknowl- 4] 

cn It is well known to the Department that linen goods are Iargely man- |. 3 
|. ufactured in Belfast and in other portions of this consular district, and _ ne 

_. that these goods are largely exported to the United States. This =, +4 
_. Climate appears to be peculiarly adapted to the growth of flax, out of . ff 

which linen is produced. The climate is an exceedingly wet one, and = °°"; 
_. this aids greatly to the benefit of those engaged in bleaching the . © les 
.._ Jinens after they have been manufactured. In many conversations whieh - ao 

I have had at various times with those engaged in the production of = "| 

linen _goods, they have all expressed the hope that our government- ©... 
_» . _ would, before long, see its way clear to reduce the import duties on linen © 

fabrics. Now, as our people do not manufacture linens, it does appear ‘| ~ as 
to me that. it would be jadicious if our government could make areduc- 9 | *4 
tion. ‘If it could do so I firmly believe that the government would _, add to its revenues considerably, and this relaxation on our part would | 
tend to cause*the people of this part of Ireland to import largely of our — ee 

_ , agricultural implements and of our other manufactures. 9 

____, The principal productions of our country imported into this part of 4 
Ireland are wheat, Indian corn, petroleum, cheese, apples, eauned fruits J 
Of various kinds, plows, stoves, sewing-machines, canned vegetables of = 3.8 

_._ various kinds, and bacon, and some beef. J am of opinion that if our =“ '4 
manufacturers would combine and send to this country suitable repre. °° | 

. . sentatives, they might, after a time, increase to a considerable extent  .  *:1 
-» . the demand for our various manufactures. Ineed not add, scarcely, that ==. 4 

all such representatives would receive from me all the aid I could:give >... - them. - / Pre ky : a oe | ; ee : oe af - t : oy = ees | od 

_.. Nearly all of the large exporting manufacturers here have branche: op ee
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i ee - houses in either New York, Philadelphia, or Boston. Why may not : 
f: some of our enterprising manufacturers do the same here? Ce | 
t- ..._~—_.:« Trusting, sir, that what [ have written may be useful to our people, sy 

Po a - JAMES M.DONNAN, 

Po ne . - Cs , | 

i. | Mr. Canisius to Mr. Seward. | ee 

bo No. 29.] | CoNSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, = 
| Bristol, October 25, 1877. (Received November 10.) — 

i Siz: I transmit, as directed, to your Department, some observations 3 

fs... relative to the expansion of trade from the United States to Bristol, and 

boo also the fixed amounts of dock and light-house dues to be paid on ves- 
f-. . __ sels entering this port and the port at the consular dependency, Glouces- 

eo - ter, to which I have attached a statement of dues on vessels entering 

an the new and commodious Avonmouth docks, opened recently, and to 

fe... ‘which I have referred on former occasions. © |” 7 
fb. °- In the inclosed report I have also pointed out a mode how, according | 
i. to my opinion, American manufactured articles, having not yet found a 

t. ~—s market here, could best be introduced into this country. If American 

i...‘ manufacturers or merchants would club together to establish permanent 

io ‘Ssample-rooms” in some of the important commercial places of Great 

f°. __ Britain, probably many articles of merchandise, besides those now reg- 

I... ularly shipped. from the States to England, would find purchasers in 

Ree. this country. oo Tbh (ALE BEN CEG USE ees 

bk eT CANISIUS, , 
| re a ee ee ee Consul, 

ro ee —— Inclosure tim No.2.) | 

[> REPORT IN REGARD TO ARTICLES EXPORTED FROM THE UNITED STATES 
to | TO THE PORT OF BRISTOL. | Bn | 

| eo | In the appended statement it may be seen what kind of articles principally are ex- . 

7°. ported from the United States into the port of Bristol. As regards merchandise or 

a goods manufactured in the States which might advantageously be disposed of in the of 

i -* western markets of England, besides those named in the statement referred to, I, 
| have not yet been able to form an opinion. The merchants with whom [ have con- 

: __-versed relative to the introduction of articles manufactured in the United States seem-. | 

oo - ingly do not relish the idea of bringing anything else into this market but agricultu- 

ee ral produce, such things as are required to suit the stomachs of the millions in this : 

te. great beehive of human industry. The opinion here is that English manufactured — 
2: - > articles ought to supply our markets, for which grain and provisions should be taken 

ne in exchange. But as, according to the natural law of trade, the man in quest of com- | 
modities buys where he can purchase cheapest, it is not unlikely that, by proper i 

Po management, a number of articles now manufactured cheaper and better in the States : 

oa could be introduced here, and after a little time find a ready sale. It appearsto me © | 

+. thatthe most practical and efficient. way to do this would be for our manufacturers, 

pe i. e., such as believe themselves to. be able to compete with the English industries, to =| 
i, establish in the principal market-places of Great Britain ‘“‘show-rooms,” where.the dif- | 

Po ferent samples of such articles as are intended to be sold here would be exhibited. A : 

Po. trustworthy and efticient clerk, who might be controlled by the consular officer of the : 
i. district where such*show-rooms of American goods were on exhibit, if this were not oe 
i. : ~~, against the rules and policy of the State Department, could show to caliers the sam- [ 
oo, ples and give the American market prices. English goods of the same kind might be :
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. exhibited alongside the 4 erican articles, which at a-glance would demonstrate the =» > 4 

fact that our manufactur L\sxcol now, thelr European. -brethren in the production of © us 4 
“many articles calculated. ithe comfort and well-being of the human race. Besides ©» ':~4 

. the articles mentioned ig. =;\annexed statement, ‘‘ Yankee” clocks from Connecticut, =. <' 3] 
-. -melodeons from Boston,=.* «iome machinery for the manufacture of tin-ware are im- 0] 

ported now and then fy, ®2 States into Bristol. Assorted wooden-ware, as buckets, =. 3 
.. -wash-boards, broom-h «s-7|_ = shoe-pegs, &c., find now a steady and increased import. oe 

_ Leather, used by trunsay<<irs, and sole-leather, also seem to have here now entered .- 0» «4 
upon quite a successful contfetition with-the English articles of this class. Hardware * 3s | 
has, so far, not found introduétion into Bristol from United States ports, but,in my =. .* 

|. opinion, a large number of mechanics’ tools could successfully compete with the En- 4 
»- - -glish in quality, adaptability, and price. American bleached cotton of the finest qual- =. sj 

ity algo is sold in some retail-shops, but not imported direct from the States into Bris-. == 4 
| tol. In a future report I may be able to give the Department some more information =— «J 

-. - xelative to the possibility of introducing new. American articles of merchandise into 2 

Statement showing the principal goods imported into the port of Bristol = 

eh aS Pe ne _. FROM NEW YORK. |?) ee a 

_—- Beef,saltedand fresh. = =. ~—~——”—~™*:*«SGrasin, Wheat, maize, barley, 
- Batters Cees perl! . Leather, manufactured and unmanufac-~ 0) 

| Cheese oo Oil-ecake, 0 
_, Cotton-seed cake. =. - Oils, various. Cg ET nh Se SUE og 

ar Canned meats. > . Sugar, cutinsquarés, os 
oo Canned fruits. Se Pallow. Oe. hE eS 

, Fleur, 0 — Wooden-ware, assorted. 0 

rn re - ye Fe > |. CANISIUS, 0 
eh ag a a CO a oe United States Consul. og 

nse eS eae eS -[Inclosure 2 in No. 29.]— are ! or ee 

- REPORT IN REGARD *TO TAXES LEVIED ON VESSELS OF ALL NATIONS oo. <u 
OE ee - . ENTERING THE PORT OF BRISTOL, 2 

----_Tn response to the direction of the State Department, I have carefully prepared the =... 4 
* annexed statement of all dues, inclusive of light-dues, exacted from every vessel,of what- | 

ever nationality, at the port of Bristol. I also have adjoined the dues which haveto +» +) | 
- be paid by vessels discharging their cargoes at the new docks at Avonmouth. As s+) 3 
ss will be seen, the charges are nearly the same at both-mentioned places. No chargesare = | 
| —-—s made on taking in cargoes, and vessels may remain in the Bristol port as long asitsuits =.) 
... their convenience without being liable to further charges than those appearing in the .° 
-.. statements below. The light-dues are lower in Bristol than in any other. port.of > .4 

Great Britain excepting Cardiff. = = | oe . CO 

Ss os Dues on shipping entering the port of Bristol. i ee ee 

pS or ad 
For every vessel trading from the United States of America, Honduras, Suri- = 

_ nam, and other ports in South America, West and East Indies, from Africa, = st 
- all ports within the: Straits of Gibraltar, the Southern Whale Fishery, the = = 8.4 

ae British Colonies, Portugal, Prussia, Russia, Spain without the Straits,and = 
Sweden, per ton... 2... eee cee cence cece ee ewe e eee ree ececesees O TO 9 tad 

For every vessel trading from Flanders, France without the Straits,Germany, ~~ = 
---. Guernsey, Holland, Jersey, Norway, and Zealand, per ton....-...2.e0.2e026. 0 0 6 0 

|. For every vessel trading from Ireland, the Isle of Man, Scotland,or asa coaster, = 8 
7 -. not including vessels from Cardiff, Newport, and other ports to the eastward = 

_. of the Holmes, per ton ..- 20. 2-22 ese eee ee ene cee ce cece eee cee eee eee O 0 45°05 Fy 
2: For every vessel from Cardiff, Newport,.or any. other port to the eastward of = 
i _ the Holmes (not being vessels one-third part of the lading of which shall) 

a consist of coal, scroff, iron, tin, tin plates, grain, copper, bricks, stone, coal- Ces 
tar, slate, bark, timber, or wood), viz: _ | : renee Ee 

If such vessel shall be under 40 tons’ burden, each voyage......---.:----2--- 0-7 6 gd 
_... Jf such vessel shall be 40 tons’ burden and under 75 tons, each voyage......-. 012 6 0 4.4) 
... If such vessel shall be 75 tons’ burden and. under 100 tons, each yoyage...-.-..016 0 = =. 4 

If such vessel shall be 100 tons’ burden or upward, each voyage....-...--..-- 1 1 0 os §
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f=. » For every vessel from Cardiff, Newport, or any other port to the eastward of = > ot 
Pes __ the Holmes, one-third part of the lading of which shall consist of coal, scroff, =~ es : 
f.° —-—_—siron, tin, tin plates, grain, copper, bricks, stone, coal-tar, slate, bark, timber, __ Ee 
for wood, viz : ae oF | ee 

ae If such vessel shall not exceed 75 tons’ burden, each voyage.......----..----50 5.0. | 
ft... _—s Af such vessel shall exceéd 75 tons’ burden, -each VOYage.-..-----------------2 O 7 Gt | 

fF. ss N. B—"There are no dock-rates or other port charges payable on vessels leaving the | 
ft." °° port of Bristol. oe Oo , | | | 

OO _.  Mayor’s dues, payable only by vessels coming from ports to the westward of the Holmes, and | - | 
fo (payable by such vessel not more than three vimes within the space of twelve calendar months. | 
fee. «60 tons and under 100 tons ..., ....... wa ee ne cee ceseececeeececeeeee 5 8& per voyage. | 
Eo. ~~: 100 tons and under 150 tons........--....222. 022. eee. e----e es. 10 8. per voyage, | 
peo 150 tons and under 200 tons.........~-- 0-2. ...-6 eee-ee e---ee =e. 15 8, per voyage. 
foo 200 tons and under 250 tons...........2.2...2200 eee eee ees eee 30 8 pervoyage 
By 250 tons and upwards...........--- 2-222. eee eee eee ----+---- 40 8. per voyage, | 

Po. ‘ | . oO Water-bailif’’s and quay warden’s fees. | = | 

be >. Pable of fees payable on and for ships and other vessels upon every arrival at-the , 
Peco... quay and back of Bristol, Saint Augustine’s back, Redcliff’s backs, the quay in the ; 
Be parish of Clifton, called the merchants’ floating dock, the banks.of the river Avon, 
foe. _ and every part of the floating harbor within the city and county of Bristol, or any — 4 
Fe os: oreither of such places. ee ee oo 

Prone For every ship or other vessel of or above the burden of 60 tons (except boats, £. 3. d.. | 
rk. >.> __ Seows, and barges)...... 22.2 0. -2 0-0 e se eee eel cece cece cece ce ceeneeee OB 0 | | 
oe For every ship or other vessel under the burden‘of 60 tons (except as afore- i 
Boo 8 BAIA) Lene Lene ee ee cee ee nee cece ce wee wees cece rcnsececeees O 2 6 og 
Lk: < ._ For every boat, scow, or barge........ totes cree cere cane cone eee e cee eeeeees OO 40 | 

—— ; - | | a Z Anchorage and moorage. | 

ro | All coasting-vessels from ports westward of the Holmes, notyxceeding 40 tons, - oe | 
Per CAC VOYAGE ..- 22. nee cee e eee cee cee cee ee cece cece cetteneneceeee 0 0 GF © : 
feo’... Above 40 tons, each voyage... 2... 2-2. ee eek eee cece ec ence cece eeeeeees O 1 6 | 

ee | a Eg et Anchorage. . - Moorage. i 
bo All other vessels under 30 tons............ 22-255... 28. 6d.each. sd. perton. 
4. °° , All other vessels 30 tons and under.100 tons..--2.5...:. 58.each. Ad. per ton. 
to's. — All other vessels 100 tons and above.......-....-..--. 5s.each, I. per ton. | | 

oo _ From Americ¢an ports on the Atlantic (as far south as Demerara) to Bristol and vice ~ 
Foe” versa, Sis pence per ton register and Burnham; thus a vessel 1,000 tons’ register would | 
| be charged— i : - f 
be oo : 1,000 tons @ 548;—22. 18 4 a 4 
be Add, — rr en os | 

boy oo | Less, . | 12 16 2=55 per cent. abatement. net. | 

| In addition to this, Cape Race is chargeable for ports north of New York (which. is 
Beco. included) 4d. per ton register (1,000 tons 108.5d.). = ti eg 
fo. —s- From or to East Indies, Australia, China, Rio de Janeiro, Montevideo, American — | 
ko-- ~——”séports on the Pacific, and west coast of Africa, port dues 443d. and Burnham; thus a — | 
Eo vessel 1,000 tons register would becharged— = : St oT 
eo = : 1,000 tons @ 442d.—19 15°10 - . a . dE 

re ; Less, | JL 1 10=55 per cent. abatement net. : 

feo Mediterranean ports 1s. extra per vessel for Gibraltar, subject t255 per cent abate- : 
Poe nent. nee . | ns | 
ts Cusrom-Hovsz, BRISTOL, October 23, 1877. a oO |
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PE ee Bristol port and channel dock dwess ee 

ve fo . eres mn oe oe pice 

--. First class—For every vessel entering, trading from Africa, Surinam, and all other ~ Oo 

|. ports in South America, Honduras, the United States of America, the East and West =. js 
Indies, and. all ports within the Straits of Gibraltar, the Southern whale fishery, the, 3 

-.. British colonies, Portugal, Russia, Spain without the straits, and Sweden, with lib- 9 4 

erty to reload for any of these ports, per registerton, 1s. 4d. 
.  Seeond class.—For every vessel trading from Flanders, France without the straits, 
. Germany, Guernsey, Holland, Jersey, Norway, and Zealand, with liberty to reload for =. 

. any-of these ports,-per register ton, 8d. 0 a eRe oe” ns Seg 

-.. \ , fhird class.—For every vessel trading from Ireland, Isle-of-Man, Scotland, or as @ os 9 4 

| coaster, not including vessels from. ports eastward of the Holmes, with liberty tore- 0-5 

load for any of these ports, per register ton, 5@. 
_» Fourth class.—-For every vessel from Cardiff, Newport, or any other port to the easte" ss 

ward of the Holmes, or to load for the above ports, not being vessels one-third part of Ove 

-. the lading of which shall consist of coal, seroff, iron, tin, tin plates, grain, copper,, 9 

pricks, stone, bark, timber, or wood, per register ton, 23d.; minimum charge, 2s. 6d... oy OS 

_ Fifth class.—For every vessel trading from Cardiff, Newport, or any other porbto 
| the eastward of the Holmes, or to load for any of the above ports, and one-third part. 

. » of whose lading shall consist of coal, scroff, iron, tin, tin plates, grain, copper, bricks, © 0 

stone, coal-tar, slates, bark, timber, or wood, per register ton, 13d. ; minimum charge. =. od 

Vessels entering to load will be subject to the samé rates as inward vessels, accord- 5 0.4 

ing toport of destination, ee 
_ ... Vessels entering to load parts of cargoes from import. warehouses, from the quays, Let 
we or from vessels discharging, providing the quantity does not exceed the register- — og 

_ tonnage of the ‘vessel, half the dues, according to port of destination, a 
Vessels entering to lie up, except for the purposes of repairs in the dry-dock, per) 

. register ton, 6d.; rent, 2d. per ton per week, ree Ue A 
Vessels using any wharf, jetty, or quay of the company, but not entering the dock 

_. for landing or shipping passengers, animals, or goods, per register ton, 2d 

eo ey . : : - ee ee 
en i mo, . . "aa oO 2 ms PS Nan Fes ae 

_ Oe , Sa ) £m. eee 

le as | a RO ONS 
_ oo eee - yo Pos 1 yA | C0 as 

bo ~ FOREIGN VESSELS. oo : a oe CS ae 

Se: | a wey, 2 oe a. | : 8d | BO ed 
¥or all vessels under 150 tons’ register, arriving from any foreign port ...-..-.----+---| 9 6); 0 3 4 ee 
For all other vessels, viz, from Europe, except east of Gibraltar.....-...-------+ +--+ 0.6). O40 ou Ae 

-. From Canada and other North American ports..-..-..-----+-ee0cseece rene ne cee secees 09) 0 6 yd 

_ From Europe, east of Gibraltar, and all other ports.........--.-----eueee eee seer eee 107 0 8 Ce 

‘For all vessels artiving from Ireland, Scotland, or the Channel Islands .............---| 0 4) 9 2 | Ss 
co, Ar other coasters pine dee ectscecenaenebeendecapestbeeeacenasewednenereeeesslenersnoees os 0 Q oO 2 a aes 

: On  Tgietehouse dues, CP Se 

_. For a vessel of 480 tons’ register, and coming from North American ports, £5. 0s.8d. ee 

Nod] sire Srares ConsuaTE, 9 
a Leeds, October 17, 1877. (Received.October 29.) 0 

Sig: Referring to your circular of August 16, 1877, I have the honor ee 

; — to report with regard to the export trade of this district, thatitspresent J



ee | 

Peo. 907 ._ FOREIGN RELATIONS—APPENDIX. =~ © | 

Pe condition is anything but satisfactory to manufacturers here. — Linens | 
| on and woolens being the chief articles of production, our duties have — | 
Be _ @ffectually checked exportation to the United States, only a small | 
t. . °°. ‘quantity of the very highest class of woolens, with somewhat more of _ ‘ 
fk: »..._ the cheaper stuffs, finding their way there. cre | 
Poe _ From conversation. with leading merchants here, I am justified in | 
Bo _ saying that they have virtually abandoned the hope of ever again see- | 

mo _ ing their manufactures exported in large quantities to the United States; | 
Ee. _ they also appear to have become indifferent about the requirements of 
Pf. _ the American market. They further aver that a moderate reduction in | 
koe _ the duty on woolens would be of no effect in stimulating trade, butthat | 
Pa to produce any marked change the duty must be taken off entirely. | 
Poo This convinces me that English manufacturers no longer monopolize | 
f° —.-:s the manufacturing industry, because against our. tariff and increasing | 
aa enterprise they have continued a hopeless struggle, until now they are | 
i. forced reluctantly to admit that even with a free entry they are not cer- | 
Be tain that they could advantageously compete in America with the home | 
ae manufacturers. ee oe oo 
tr... Undoubtedly our tariff is the original cause of the decline in trade | 
Bee here, but as that trade has been steadily decreasing with the same — 
Po tariff in force, it is evident that other causes are at work as well. -Fre- | 
foo) quent strikes here and an uncertain system of labor have aided inin- | 
fo .. ——s« &reasing the cost of production throughout the kingdom. Itisalsosaid | 
boo _ that an American artisan will do twice as much work in a given time 
| ee as an English artisan, and that the workmanship itself is superior.” | 
boo This will explain why the difference in the price of labor should not be | | 
to considered in any comparison of the productive resources of the two bo countries. OB a - i 
fo: _ Again, during all this time the cost of production in the United States | 
i... bas been gradually decreasing, and there has been a steady improve. | 
koe ment in the manufacturing industry. Whether the advances made are | 
oo sufficient to enable them to thrive without the aid of protection is mat- | 
Po ter of conjecture. : ee ee 
feo -  .- But it is a fact that through American enterprise England has not 
fo ‘only lost her best customer, but that customer is competing with herin | 
be India, Brazil, and other markets, and nothing is more certain than that | 
Poo the Americans will never come back to this market. So that England | 
Ro has not only lost an important market, but she has met with an active, 
f. shrewd, and powerfal competitor, which produces as well as manu- 
Lo factures. TE 
i... The subject how to regain their manufacturing superiorityistheleading | 
i —séntto pic: with the newspapers and among all classes of people, but no one : 
po has yet been able to suggest any feasible plan by which that object can | 

-.. be aceomplished. While the loss of prestige is often deplored they seem > | 
i. to fold their arms in enforced impotency, ~~ i 
to. _. The difficulties of the situation are great,and the-master-key cannot | 
i. ~-befound,apparently, Oo | 
I _ The one dominant idea in England on free trade is gradually, though 
1: . surely, losing favor, and people are beginning to wonder if protection 
Po may not, after all, be worthy of serious consideration. They aredisposed | 
ro. to regard protection less unfavorably than hitherto, since theyobserveits | 

br _ beneficial influence in almost all other countries ; and theidea of govern- | 
Peo ment bounty to the manufacturers is being agitated. It is, therefore, be- | 
- '  eoming painfully evident that something must be done, or else the main- | 

| stay to the prosperity of this country is gone forever. From such observa- 
i ———s tions as it has been in my power to make, Iam impelled to the con- |
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clusion that there is no remedy, and by consequence British commercial = 
 jnterests must continue to decline, and. while I-regret the prospect, yet as 
[take consolation in the knowledge that our country is destined tobe = 

inversely affected. vO 
- "Ag before remarked, there are two sorts of woolens sent tothe United. =. 

 -States.. The finest kind, Iam told, is for those consumers who must = 
have foreign goods at. whatever price in cost and duty, while the other 
kind is very cheap and pays only a small duty. Butthetotalexportis = | 

- notlarge and is annually decreasing. 
-' The linen trade is likely to survive somewhat longer, because this _ ee 
-_-pranch of industry being yet in itsinfancy inour country, the production = 
_ dg much less than the demand. However, Inoticetheincreasingdemand = 
- for jute and hemp machinery for the United States, and it is probable | Sa ed 

that ere long we shall be able to supply our wants athome. ©. ae 
--. On the other hand, the importation of American goods is constantly  «§ ~ 4 

on the increase, not only of the staple products, but entirely new chan- ©. s. | 
~ nels of trade are being opened, with fair prospects of success) Ina = = 

~ future report I purpose to deal with the import trade. ee 
It is apparent that the United States is destined to be the one coun, 

-- try on the whole globe where can be produced all the requirements of = *) 
both necessaries and luxuries, being dependent upon other countries for and 
nothing in exchange for surplus productions, so that there must bea = 

~~ eonstant accumulation of wealth, oe 

oo Jam, &e, AL WV. DOCKERY, = i st 
I Const 

— a oe a . ‘~e ve - No. 29. oe ‘ | - a oo . oy AS Oe 

— mo ~ Mr. Shaw to Mr. Seward. eg 

No. 160.] _ ° UnirED STATES CONSULATE, = 0 
Toronto, Ontario, October 3, 1877. (Received Oct.15.) 0 | 

-- -$rr: I have the honor to submit a preliminary report upon the com- os 
mercial interests of Ontario, in compliance with the instructions con- 

tained in the Departmental circular of August last. on bg 
The close proximity of the province of Ontario to the United States, — Coe 

- forming, as it does, for all trade purposes, a State of the Union, without ~~. oe 
-. exchange and with abundant and cheap avenues for commercial opera. 

tions, renders the commerce of the country almost identical with thatof ae 
‘the Stateof Michigan, 0c 

Drafts on New York can be purchased in Toronto as cheaply asin =. 
_ Chicago, and banking facilities are as extended and intimateas the === 

demands of trade require. 7 ee 

Moreover, the. communications between this province and the States =f 
are convenient and ample for all possible increase in the commerce be- 2 

tween the two countries for all time to come. Bounded on theentire ==» 
| -gouthern border by the great inland lakes and rivers, whose waters =. 

“wash several of the Middle and Northwestern States of the Union,cheap 
- transportation is thus forever secured for the staple productions of On- =. | 

_ tario during certain seasons of the year; and the fine railway systemof = sf 
the province, comprising the Grand Trunk, Great Western, and Canada Pee 

_ Southern Railways, unite in making complete the spendid avenues, by ' 6 Ss 

water and rail, over which the commerce of the country is cheaply and si “ss a 

-yapidly moved. al
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be __ There are three great staple productions in this province, viz, lumber, | 
Ess. - . wool, and barley, which, in the main, make up the exports. ~ os | 

Boe LUMBER, rn an 

| oe | The vast pineries of Ontario are well known the world over, and the ! 
be supply is still ample for many years to come. It is true, however, that | 
boo . lumbering operations each year become more and more difficult and ~ 
fy... expensive, owing to the fact that the pine bordering on the river bottoms — 
i. and near navigable waters is being cleared off, and it is consequently | 
Poe now more laborious and costly to get logs for the mills. N otwithstand-. ° | 
oo ing this, vast areas of excellent pine-lands abound, and the supply for | 
Es... ® quarter of a century or more to come will be equal to the probable. | 
eo demands for Canadian lumber in the sections of the United States where | 

fF, The financial depression which has existed in the States since 1873 
be has seriously affected the lumber trade of Ontario, because the princi-- | 
Poo pal markets for the pine lumber manufactured here are found there. _ 
| an Prices have ruled low and the production has been limited and, on the | | 
bo - Whole, little profit has been realized during the past four years by those 
Poe who have been engaged in this industry. - a 7 | 
| _ A large majority of the lumber manufacturers are feeling more hope-- | 
i fal over the future promise for increased prices and orders, but at | 
Pe _ present the trade is not in-as flourishing a condition as those embarked - 
to in it desire to see. oo a ee | | 
be - Little need be said about the peculiarities of the lumber trade in this | 
Bet connection, for the reason that enterprising Americans early made large. 
i; .. investments in the pine-lands of Ontario, and have for years been en- | 
Pe gaged in manufacturing and exporting lumber, ~~ So 
bo Some of the finest mills in the country for manufacturing lumber were 
bie designed and constructed by them, ‘and fitted up with. machinery in- | 
fel. _ vented in the States. In fact, in many-instances the bulk of the | 
*S. - machinery was of American manufacture. The approximate value of | 
Peo the exportations of pine lumber of ‘all kinds from the province of Onta- _ 
Pe, rio, for the year ending 30th September, 1876, was $2,652,906.43. 

Peo | NS WOOLL ce | 

Boo _ The wool grown in Ontario is an important article of commerce and | 
boo a source of great profit to the people. A large proportion of the clip | t-.  .. finds a ready market in the United States. | | ee! | 
Pec - The combing wools of the province are a specialty, and are, mainly. | 
Po used in manufacturing American worsted goods in the Eastern ‘States. = | 
i... ~ It has been found impossible to grow this long wool in hot climates, and — | 
oo for this reason it always commands a high price, — oo oO E 

Boo The climate of Ontario appears to be well adapted for the Leicester 
So. 3. and Cotswold breed of. sheep—the producers of the rare long-combing po - wools; and every attempt ‘thus far made in the Southern and central | 

bo portion of the United States to grow ‘this wool by cross-breeding or im- 
f.. ——s porting has failed. In some sections of one-or two Northwestern States | 
Po @ fair quality of this wool has been successfully cultivated, but the — 
| re amount isnotlarge. 2 | es | 
Eo ‘The combing wools of this province are of unusual length and quality, | 
Poo and careful American buyers are always prompt in securing the choice 
i-...- © - elip, paying excellent prices to the farmers for the same. | |
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. The annual production of wool in this province. is yearly on thein- 0] 

_ The average yield during the past three years has not been less than = 
- 6,000,000 pounds annually, At present only small proportion of the =< 
- wool exported to the States is returned inthe shape of manufactured ==> 
- goods. However, with wool of unsurpassed quality near at hand,and 

_by the aid of skilled labor and improved: machinery, combined with ex- 
_ perience in manufacturing cloths suited especially for Canadian markets, ss, 
- there is reason to believe that, in the near future, much of thewoolnow = 
- exported from this province to the United States will be returned again, 
| from American manufacturers in the shape of cloths of various descrip- =} 

BARLEY. 

-. Canadian barley is famous for good qualities of weight and color,and = J 
like lumberand wool finds its chief market in the States. Fortheman- = 
-ufactare of pale or amber ales it. is unrivaled, and for this reason = 

mainly, brings about ten cents per bushel more than American barley. 
Tn Ontario this is a very valuable crop to farmers, and yet,owingto 

- the limited area in which it can be profitably grown, the annualyield J 

‘Itis true that there is a comparatively large consumption of barley = «J 
in Ontario, but the great bulk of the crop raised here is exported. =e 

As yet there is no. market in Canada for American ales. Largeim- = 9 4 
 portations of English ale and porter are made, but the quantityisyearly = == 
becoming less on account of the excellent quality of the ales manufac. <0 9 
tured in this province, and itis not unreasonable to believe thatina = = = ss 
very few years little or none willbe imported. rg 

ee 4 ‘LAGER-BEER, 06 

Within the past two years there has been an extraordinary develop- 4 | 23). 
- ment of the lager-beer trade in Ontario. This mild and popular bev-  _ oo A 
erage is now rapidly coming into use, and promises to expel much 
of the intoxicating liquors which are now sold here. Thus far, however,,  —s_~ ed 
the quality manufactured in Ontario does not compare favorably with = = == "4 

_. the best lager-beer manufactured in the States. For thisreasonitwould = =, | 
_ seem that an extensive trade in this article might be cultivated with = = > *4 

- this provineé, from points where transportation is cheap and rapid. = ws 
_ . Prominent manufacturers of this article in border citiescontiguous to 
Ontario, would do well to examine this opportunity of extending their = | 
trade, for there.can be no question but that an excellent opening exists = ss 

- to introduce and secure a good market for the best quality of American 
dager-beer in Ontario. 

OTHER CEREALS. 0 

- There is occasionally a surplus supply of wheat in Ontario, but the = 9. 3. 4 
- amount exported is insignificant. The crop asa rule is barely sufficient. 4 

_ to supply the home consumption and often it does not do this,even, 

‘The climate is peculiarly wel! adapted for raising peas;and Americans 
-.seedsmen have large quantities grown here for seed purposes. The bug”  .. 44 

_ which generally destroys this crop in the States does not injureithere, 8° os 
hence the great demand for ‘seed peas” from Ontario,
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por a a IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF ONTARIO. = = = ———S 

Re Nothing can so clearly exhibit the commerce of Oatario, and show its 
&.> . ~~ Hnportance as a market for American goods and manufactures, as a — 

i. ——s- statement of its imports and exports. I herewith give the annual state- 
i=. ‘ment of the value of exports, the value of goods imported, and the, | 
F-... ~~ amount of duty collected at each port in the province of Ontario during 
ro the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1875, the latest data available. 
po The same is taken from the best Canadian authority: Oo 

| re Ports. | | | Exports. | Imports. | Duty. | 

bec Amberstburg ........:00+secececeeeee cece ee cceeeceeeectaceesees| — $221, 280 $93,277; $4,999 79 | 
too Belleville... 2... s 20. eee ee cence een ee cee eeeceeeeeccavecence see} 590,190 458,102 | 36,04363 | 
Poo Brantford ...... 0. 2...26cceeee cone ee eden ce eet eee e ee neeeenseeeee 53, 066 | . 619, 057 110, 888 79 | 
po Brighton ...... 2.2. .--0000ceeedee ceeeee ccs ences ceeetesceeeeee-| 137,503 11,076 |. |. 883 56 
po Brockville... 222.2200 ceeeeececeee cece ccccencceeencccceeseee| 488,117 716, 301 55,480 89 | 
po Burwell . 2.2.22. .22 eee eee e eee ee eet eee cent e cece eccseeseees| 19,373 | 2,093 183 56. sj 
fo ., Chatham ..-.....00ssscsssssesecsecessssecsscssccsesserscecess| 306,965 | 158, 520 19, 308 76 
eae Chippewa ..-... 2.22220. eee cee cee cece ce eee e cee eee eeeedeenees 1, 064 | 7, 329 164 02 
‘ee Clifton 2.2222 222222 eee ee eee ee cence ete e cece ecedeneecenseueseee]. 2, 064,298 | 3,110,897} 200,085 40 } 
fo. — CODUTg. 1.2... eee ee eee ee eee eee ce cent eeer ee eeeeeeeceneceene| 265, 525 124, 809 13,394 34 
Eo. Colborne .... 2.22.20 een e cee eee cee nce cnet ene enee eee eheneeu peter 25,361 | 1,038,523; 7,01329 | 
: oe Collingwood .....------ 22. ee ence nee eee eee eee cece ln censeees| see seeeee «| | 349, 752 “11, 668 63. ; 
Bo }ornwalll oe... eee eee eee ec ceed ee eee eecccereensenesences| 53,757] 220, 224 3,758 26 | 

en Cramahe 2.0.02. 22sec ence een cree ee nce e cers eesebercnebennes 44, 243 | 12, 652 1,114 79. 
| oe Darlington ..2. 2.2.0.2. 0.--ee eee eee ec cceeeecceceeeecenaceenedo] 122,939} 240, 240 24,103 00 | 
Peo. Dover ..2200 0-25 ee eee ee cence eee cececerecerscercneeersces|. 53,736 | 130, 602 1,285 61 
Be Dundas ...... 2.222202 2 cece e eee eee nce cect ee ete ecteneners] 423, 003 100, 368 8, 798. 08 ' 
Bese Dunnville 0.2... eee eee ee cet eee ee eee eeecne eee 17, 374 32, 012 4, 280 29 } 
pe Bgin . 0. .ee cece ee cee eee eee cence cece eee eens cccccerenenecesens| 4471 2049) 20632 | 
icon Fort Erie... 22.022... cceeee cee ece cece eee cece ececetacenesceceee| 2 184,741 659, 759 37, 586 46 
ro Gananoque .... 0.0... 22 eee cence eee cee eee ceenenecaeecenen cess 54, 722 91, 211 5, 228 45 
Bie Goderich ...5-. 222202 eee ene ek eee cee en nen cece eee eeneees 160, 572 229, 129 5, 769 97 i 
boo Guelph ... 22-222. 2eccee cee ee cence cee e cnc deceeceeeccenenseecces| 276,857 655, 585 91, 504 95 I 
i Hamilton . 2.2... 2222.2 e cece scence nc eneeweccecseeeeteteccesnee| 607,112} 5,342, 442 697, 373 30 ' 
fo HOpe.....-e nee eee cele ee ee eee cence ceed eeccceccccccenccecccces| 1,265,135 | 173,356 13,39011 I 
Bee gt Kingston ...... 2... .cccce geen cece cceedencceecsensceenseccecenee} 915,936 | 5, 682,821 | © 209,049 01. 
a Kingsville... 2.2.20... cece ee ccc cece ee connec ceeeeeecccsscersess| 22,988) 1,861 | i 84950 

tio. Lindsay .... 2220-0 eee ee ee ee cee te enn e scence ca cenes|seneeereeeae! | 53, 825. . TAL9 42. i 
: oe London... cence cence cece ceeene cnedesteceeccecesctscenssenzes| 272,584} 2,080,060} . 330,089 06 | 
Bo Morrisburgh .....2 2.222. .-.ccecc ccc ceceseecteneeccargececesess| 197,759 | ~ 21,185) 3,979-85 [ 
pa Napanee .. 2-22 ec een eee eee eee mee et eencewneececbedanenccel = 673,619 |... 79,365] 9,205 57 
Bo Noweastle .....-2--+-++2200-seessserettecretestterssencerecesces| 96,189) 41,634 | 3,168 72 
poe oe Niagara coo... cece ce ccee ceccee cna es caeneececeeetteetschessccelsstsescesees| - 68,042 5, 641 80 

: Oak Ville... ccc eee cece ce ceceen ceeeeetecsectteneecenecesccpesss| 74,616} 14,153 1,760 55 
aon OShaWS 22222 e cane ne cece ween neces cece cee eceseecncceceeseceecsee| 119,680 | 189,232 |  13,66257 =| 

Pe Ottawa ...--..eccc ee ceee cone ne cencee cet ecsececceeteseccccesees| 986,183 | 1,692,390 | 249, 467 60. 
foe Owen Sound... 22. cee e cece eee cece ee cece ne new c es venecncees 435 37, 945 5,443 84 . ' 
Boe Paris cole cece cece een ee ence ce ceeccesecenccceccereeesccecs| 91,979 | 145,971 953537 | 
FN Penetanguishene ..-.... 222-2 eee eee ce ee eee cece eee cence 109, 767 8, 821 830 97 . | 

OO PoterbDoro ..- 2.6 eee cence cee ec eww c en ccc ee cence cece ee pec ene| cece ne scenes 136, 224 14,172 65 _ k 
Bes Picton 0.22. cccccccceece cocceeccecis cece cccccctnseeccccescccee| 287,312} ~~ 28, 07L.| 2, 426 35 
ge7 Prescott ..- 2... -c cece ne acne asec ee wenn ccc emetenccecceecencccne| 464,877} 493, 947 21,480 54 ' 
| re Prince Arthur's Landing ....:2.... ..ssen cence eeeeeeseeeeeeees| 179,922 | 87, 809 | 10, 202 84 i 
Po Rowan conc cc cc ccc cen cece ccc ee cece a cee c ee come eniccreneuee 47, 5e3 4, 395 | 1, 769 23. I 

ooo St. Catharines .........--- 2220 ce- ence ecen eee cee cee ee enconeee sees 1,816 816,215 | 72,576 26 : 
ro Sarnia ......cccece cece ce ccccccnccccececccsceceensseecccsceccees| 737,318 | 1,015,647} 62,058 03. 
Foote Saugeen.... 2... ioe eee cence cence ne come c ec eee cenesaneceteeeenes 6, 479 14, 865 129.74 | 
po Sault Ste. Marie .... 2.2.2.2. c eee cece eee ee ewe eee eetecececcceee| 134,043 143, 999 20, 740 48 ot 
ae Stanley ..--..ccccec ccc ccc cccccee cececcccacceecneccceceectecces| 200, 288 58,995 | 2, 585 52 

| a | Stratford 0.00... 202 cc cece cee e eee cee eee ccce ee ceteescececsceneee| — 244,059 255, 395 39,131 41 
ee . Toronto wee eee cece cece en ew cee ene cee ee eee ee se eeee! 1, 870, 763 14, 806, 838 2, 293, 646 13 . | 

| re Trenton .... 20.22 eee ee cee eee cece nen cone eee cececwetccccacecee| . 517,300 16, 927 21,715 46 — | 
; ~ Wallaceburgh .... 2.0.2.0 cee n ee cnc ee reece cece we cteeeececeecee| 236,814 | 25, 766 3, 298 34 | 
i WHIDY 222 occ eee cece ee cece ee cee cen cee cece meee dee ecedeees 394,142 97,958; 9,631 26 — | 
fo Windsor .. 2... cen e cee cn ene ee cence cece tence cece eesececccemmses! .. 260, 575 154, 443 47,9099 21 | 
ae Woodstock ... 2.2... cee ccnececcencecceecsecccceceesceccereedenee| 62,071 | 144,385 18,40222 | 

pe es Oo - . F'4g487, 801 | 43, 596,549 | 4,929,48921 =| 
geo Estimated amount short returned at inland ports.......--:-.-..| 1,709,032 |.-...-..----|--------20- te 

fee Copyrights -.-. 00.0. cece cece cee e eee m en tence eee eater rcn ne secon ceneeeccwes 2,005 |... eee. scene 

Pm Total ....ccceccteccccee cocecceccrceccctecsnsccercesscense| 19, 896, 833 | 43, 598, 554 | 4,811, 460 Qt 

boo Tie above table gives the principal customs districts in the provinee, 
ba and the respective commerce of each port of entry. | ot
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‘The following statement shows the imports of Ontario for the fiscal = = 
. year ending. 30th June, 1875, with the countries from whence imported: = + 4 

. a ie Imports. nS Great Britain. Dates France. | Germany. Other cow stat value oe co ae og 7 

--Dutiable goods. .......| $14, 699, 178 00 |$10, 679, 477 09|$384, 160 00 |$108, 106 00 |$330, 224 00 | $26,201,148 == 
Free goods.-.....--:-.| 763, 357 00. | 15, 776, 209 00} 7,425 00 | 4,706 00 | 10,435 00 | 16,562,132 A 

'. For reprintof British |. vt pee es en ab Pe VEE ES a 

Co SOPYTIBNE WOPKS --.-|e-recr eee pestrrsforermertrnests|serteccertts[ireeesentterbecenserererebs BOMB sg 

Comment on this official statement is unnecessary, as it speaks for © =f 
itself, but the large balance in favor of American manufactures will give =. 

_. general satisfaction to our people, and is conclusive evidence of the in- ..  - 4 
creasing popularity of our goodsin this market. 

MANUFACTURING INTERESTS OF ONTARIO. 2 2 2 a 

_.No complete and accurate data are at hand from which minute state-- 9) 
-. ments can be made up containing a detailed statement of the various =) 
_ manufacturing establishmentsinthis province. A generalreview,there- 9° 4 
- fore, will be given of the chief manufacturing industries which now com- =." § 

_ pete with American manufactures. 0 ee 
_ » I[t’can be truthfully stated in the outset, however, that the manufac-. = = = 

turing interests of Ontario are not generally as successfulasthose having = 
_ capital invested in them expected they would be when established, =~ = «4 

‘Various reasons were given for this lack of success, among which are, ss 
- Ist, the heavy customs-daty of the United States, which effectually shuts = 9 =. J 

-- out their manufactures from American markets; 2d, the circumscribed © > —*) 
| Canadian markets; and, 3d, theincreasing popularity of American goods. =) | 

Doubtless these reasons are in the main good, as faras they go;butOn-» 
 tario is so situated that foreign manufactures can be laid down cheaply ss. 

_. everywhere, and agricultural interests largely engross the attentionand 
_ occupation of the people. a oo a a 

‘When the recent confederation of all the British North American = 
/-. Provinces took place, under the belief that a new era of rapid develop: 
- ment'was to follow, manufacturing enterprises were started tosucham == 834 

extent that, failing to realize promptly all the benefits expected from the = 
- new -political relations, overproduction resulted, and failures and dis- 9. S43 

appointments were the chief fruitsof thishopeful period. = = .© ee 
- It was found that trade has little sentiment, on this continent especi- =. = 
ally, and also that small and isolated manufacturing establishmentscan-- 4 
not, as a rule, successfully compete with older and larger enterprises of == 84 

_ asimilarcharacter, 0 
| Experienced and skilled labor, developed in a long series of yearsin i 
- great manufacturing centers, outrivals all comparatively smallcompet- 4 

- itors. This rule applies to Ontario; for recently American manufactures. 
-. have became popular on account of their superior style, finish,andlow © |. 4 
-..¢ost. The charge has been made that American goods are sold hereat © | = 

slaughter prices, ¢. e., below cost, so as toclose outsurplus stocks. This, = ~~ 4 

however, is not true in the great majority of cases, Occasionally,no =. 
_ doubt, special lots are thus disposed of, but this is‘a peculiarity of trade. = =. 

- common inallcountries, © 79d 
_ - The enterprise shown by American manufacturers inadoptingnewand =. 3 | 4 
attractive styles, and. in the use of labor-saving machinery, combined = = = <8 

_ With great natural advantages for manufacturing cheaply, all contribute = = = = =
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| oe to the success which their productions are meeting with in Ontario and 
ff"... elsewhere. “Another and perhaps the controlling reason for therap- 
Eso. | idly growing trade in American. manufactures is fully explained in an- 
f.-. other part of this report. - - oS . | 
ik. |. Lam now collecting.statisties of all the manufacturing. establishments ~ | 
Poe in this province, the quantity of the-various articles turned out, and 
|... their average wholesale prices, 
oe _ The difficulties in the way of securing accurate and full lists are so 

Ke _ great, in the absence of any well-arranged statistics, that I shall becom- —— | 
i. ~—~—-—soépeliled to embody the same ina supplemental report at a future date. | 

re I shall endeavor to make an exhibit of the industries of Ontario so 
i —s« complete in its character that each industry will be carefully and fully 
fs described and the average production of each establishment explained. _ | 

po. BS “SHORT-HORN BREEDING. 2” | 

on The attention given to short-horn breeding by many of the leading | | 
boo agriculturists of Ontario has very considerably increased the amount | 
i. °. . of capital employed in this branch of agriculture during'the past six 

re years. Large sums of money have been expended:in importing rare | 
bo animals from the ‘old country,” and: breeding of “short-horns” onan = _* 
bo extensive scale is now carried on with great success and profit. Oo 
| re _ The climate of Ontario appears to be admirably suited for the breed- 
bo ing of short-horns, and there is little mortality from any cause among 
Bou. the animals. . The results are, healthy herds, fine development, and a | 
Peo. small percentage of losses by disease. | a 
ko... An extensive trade is carried on between Ontario and the United. | 
fs... States in short-horns, as well as in blooded:sheep and pigs. American 

fF... breeders largely patronize the Qntario stock sales, and in turn many | 
Pes fine animals are brought-from the States into Canada. 

Roo, The reciprocal trade relations which at present exist between thetwo 
fe... eountries in fine blooded stock is mutually advantageous and tends to 
bee develop a higher grade of stock in both countries. = 

foe - | BLOODED STOCK, ess 

t. The number of blooded animals for breeding purposes exported from 
fi: .- Ontario during the present year is larger ‘than ever before. The law | 
it... allowing free entry to such stock as.is designed solely for breeding pur- 
boc poses is, doubtless, a very wise and just.one. The rapidly increasing 
Be trade in the best blooded animals proves conclusively that American | 
fF... farmers are fully alive to the importance and value of the best stock _ | 
i - that can be had, and Ontario furnishes yearly additions to theirrapidly. _ | 

| increasing herds of ‘cattle and sheep, while rare breeds of pigs and | 
i... horses find ready purchasers in the States. ae | 

‘a OO HORSES; CATTLE, AND SHEEP. ee | 

i .°_, : For many years the exportation of. horses, cattle, and sheep from On- | 
bone tario into the United States has been very considerable annually. Dur- | 
i, . ing thelate war immense numbers of Canadian horses were bought. here. : 
+: ._. for the Northern Army, while the trade in cattle and sheep was immense. —| 
| At present, Canadian-draught-horses are much sought after for usein | | 
bo. American cities. ‘Thousands of sheep are exported for our markets, while | 
is the trade to England is insignificant. The exportation of Canadian beef- 
i. | cattle to England has been small, and the encouragement not great. |
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. Se 

__In reviewing the trade of Ontario it will be proper to call attention to = = = J 
_. Several subjects of more or less interest and importance to American | 

manufacturers, merchants, and economists. Perhaps the most cheer- | — 
| ing sign of the times is the growing popularity among Canadians of ss 

_ American manufaectures.. Former prejudices, mainly due to differences  =§=-s—§s—ss&JX 
in political opinions and foreign associations, are rapidly dying out,and, > 7 
a8 @ consequence, large sales of American goods are now finding their = = ~— 

_ way into this country. Machinery, furniture, and faney cotton goods — | 
_ are now meeting with great favor. The demand is so great that Cana- = = J 

| dian manufaeturers are complaining loudly of the present Canadian = ~~ f[ 
tariff, and. clamoring for an increase in the import duties for the avowed  —si@E 

_ purpose of shutting out American goods. The present tariff averages _ | 
about 173 per cent. ad valorem, and yet so desirable are American styles == 
in manufactured articles generally that they ean be profitably exported | 
to Ontario, and, after paying duty, compete with native manufactures; chad 

_ This results from the superior style and finish, as well as quality, of all a 
| cotton goods, and the neat, compact, and ingenious eharacter of manu- — | 

-  factured articles in general. From being theexception, American articles __ | 
- have become the rule, and now, in every portion of this province, os 
American dry-goods and manufactures are sold in large quantities. 

_ It:is important, therefore, to all who are desirous of extending Ameri- ss 
can trade with Ontario that a full knowledge of the methods of doing — . E 
business should be obtained, in order that a safe course may be followed | 

- incultivating the same, <As a basis, the following statement fromthe = = = | 
| annual eircular of the Mercantile Agency may prove to be valuable. = = § 

‘The failures in Canada for the past two years number nearly 4,000. At this rate (the : 
“number of traders being 40,000),every second business man in Canada may succeed in ae 
ten years. The gross liabilities of failed estates during the two years are over $50,000,000, oe 

| a sum barely equaled by the entire exports of grain in that period. ee og 

__. This, of course, refers to the trade of the whole Dominion, but when | 
the fact that the total population of the country is a little short of ~ OE 

_ 4,000,000 is considered, the enormous ratio of losses will be self-evident - ae 
_ proof of the unhealthy and uncertain state of financial affairs generally. ; 

_ A large proportion of the trade of the country is centered in Ontario, I 
- and consequently the losses to foreign manufaeturers and merchants - 
_ are very great. And yet, owing to the cash system which American _ 

dealers. with Ontario have adopted, in the main, a very small percent- ot 
age of the losses above referred to has fallen upon them. A gentle © =f 

_tIaan of high commercial standing in this province, and one ofthe ablest  — FF 
and foremost merchants also, in a recent letter to the Manchester Cou- > = 
rier (English) gives it as his opinion, “that of the $50,000,000 of gross — | 
indebtedness in insolvent estates, as referred to in thigarticle, I venture _  o§ 
to say (and I don’t think I. am wrong) that the American Habilities will §8#  . & 

| not exceed $600,000.27 poe ie oT 
- Remarkable as this statement may appear, it is doubtless approxi- © j 

_ Inately true, and this comes from the short credit system.of American = ~—*&F 
_ dealers. In the article in question the writer gives this pertinent illus- _ £ 

tration: A Toronto wholesale merchant failed,in which “the American = ~~ &— 
_ trade bore a very fair proportion to its general business,” and the “lia- a 

bilities, direet and indirect, were about $250,000, and of this amount the —_— f 
_ American liabilities were about $2,000.” Nn eo Se SE a, gg 

‘The English system of giving extensive credits here has induced over- 
_ trading in Ontario, and the evils of their long-time credits are now en- = 

gaging the attention of the best capitalists and merchants in the prov- ee 
| TFRA a | ee oo §
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- ince. The only safe rule, therefore, for Americans to adhere toin the | 
]- future is to hold firmly to the cash system. | aa | 
2 Close prices.and ready pay is the only sound system in selling goods > 
i to Canadian merchants who are doing a long credit business with En-- 
/ | glish houses. And, moreover, Canadian merchants having got into the 
- habit of making cash or prompt payments for American manufactures : 
1 | they are content to follow this plan. They get liberal credits in the | 
4 old country” and arrange to “pay cash” for goods, &c., purchased in = | 
i the States, and thus it happens that when failures overtake them the | 
i; Josses fall almost wholly on the long-credit adherents. | 
i _ Nor is this all: many of the soundest business men in Ontario, dis- | 
: satisfied with the English credit system which encourages recruits in the 
; already overstocked wholesale trade, on small capital, prefer the close 
7 eash dealing with Americans, and appeal to English dealers to puton || 

| the brakes and adopt the cash system also.- a | 
j | As one deeply interested in the extension of American manufactures 
; _ in every legitimate way, the result of my experience has taught me that 
' the only wise way to extend our trade with the province, is to adhere | 

eo strictly to the sure and just cash system now in force. This alone will 
te ‘bring about-a healthy expansion, and at the same time sccure satisfac. 
yo tory results. A still stronger reason for such action may be urged, and 
te that-is one of almost vital importance, and it is this: The demoralizing 
Pe . eredits made in England to Ontario merchants, without wise discrimina- 
foe - . tions, and in fact in many cases without any discrimination at all, are 
Ve -- ‘Jeading the best of them to prefer purchasing goods in American mar- : 

fo kets, because the cash system, rigidly. adhered to there thus far, makes =| 
i> it impossible for weak houses here to enter largely into competition in — ° 
qc - American manufactures, and so they have the field to themselves. | 
a -: This consideration has had a very marked influence in cultivating and. 

,e making popular the importation of American goods into this province. 
a And it is no doubt true that the gradual loss of trade to the English | 
oo manufacturers has, to a certain extent, induced them to go beyond a 

i _- prudent point in giving credits in the hope of regaining what the Ameri- | 
: --eans have won.from them mainly through the popularity of their cash 

| “It will be seen, therefore, and for the reasons briefly stated, that 
| American manufacturers have only to continue in their wise policy of 

- cash payments to soon largely monopolize the very best trade in Onta= 
| rio,.in. al! lines of goods in which a fair competition with English man- 

| ufactures can be maintained. aS os 
_ The jJower rates at which money can be borrowed in England enables 

| | manufacturers to hold a considerable. percentage of profit in produc- | 
i ing their goods, but. this is more than overbalanced by their unwise | 
| long-credit system, so that every consideration of safety and sound bus- | 

: iness policy would seem to commend the wisdom of the present course 
i pursued by American manufacturers in rigidly maintaining the cash 
} - system. — ne 

| | » The employment of Canadian agents well acquainted with the trade of 
| the province, and men of the highest character who are familiar with the 

| : methods of doing business here, and who:have the full confidence of the 
wholesale merchants, would be very beneficial. By doing this the natu- 

: ral timidity of purchasers here would be more readily overcome, when | 
1 approached by agents for American. goods, and also an intimate knowl- : 

| edge of the financial standing of merchants would be of great value. | 
| _ The Canadian system of * commercial agents” closely resembles that 
i so extensively employed in the United States. Some of the wealthiest : 

3 , , i 7 |
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and oldest houses in Oatario employ no ‘‘runners” and disapprove of  =—sS 
the custom. They claim’that cotistant importunities and special in- — 
 -ducements made by persuasive agents tend to demoralize trade, and en-. | 

| courage overpurchases. The credit system here makes it possible for — ' 
country merchants to order large stocks of goods on long time, and in ——s—sé@d 
too many instances due caution is not exercised in their purchases. == — & 

_«. The commercial history of this system in Ontario is probably similar - | 
to that. across the border, but there is reason-to believe that there is a | 
growing disposition among the most influential and leading wholesale =~ §& 
merchants here to gradually abolish this, to them, obnoxious feature of © | 
trade in this province. - | a oe oa | 
Communication with all parts of Ontario is now so easy and cheap =i —essé@SG 

_ that country merchants can readily visit the chief centers of trade and | 
select such lines as are needed in their immediate localities. This fact | 

-. guggests the propriety of bringing American manufacturers and mer-- —-—s‘ 
| chants into confidential relations with the reliable wholesale merchants _ 4 

of Ontario, and then to allow no. sales to be made to the retail trade. ©  ~— § 
he reason for this will appear more clearly when it is known that | | 
country merchants in Ontario, as the outgrowth of a long-established. . | 

- custom, depend, in great measure, upon the credits which the whole- — oo 
sale dealers grant them. If, therefore, American manufacturers sell io | 
small lots of goods to retail dealers, even when prompt payments are | &| 
made, the tendency is to cut into the regular business of the wholesale _ | 
merchants, and ill feeling and dissatisfaction is the outgrowth of this 4 
policy. If, on the other hand, the wholesale dealers in the United States - | 
confine themselves exclusively to the wholesale trade in Ontario, the | 7 | 

- game amount of goods will be sold and better relations willexist. = = § 
-. This point. is one of more importance than many at first thought may | a 

acknowledge, but frequent and forcible criticisms have convinced me | 
of its great weight. Those who do not fully agree with this observation | 

. will do well to take a trip through the province, and carefully consult 7 i 
| _ the best authorities on this subject. ae | ed 4 

a Tam, &., — | . oo | I 
: co , ALBERT Dj SHAW, | 

| oo ae ene, Consul. - — 

one HP No. 30. ee | | 

DL ERE cas Mr. Trueto Mr. Seward. . eS | 

No. 93.0 2 8 UNITED STATES CONSULATE, ~~ & 
| o _ Kingston, Ontario, October 19, 1877. (Reeived Oct. 24.) | 

-. . Sir: In compliance with instructions contained in “separate” circular __ | 
_ dated 16th August, 1877, I now have the honor of forwarding such © ' 

information I deem contemplated. ss re be | 
I find in use throughout this portion of Canada various kinds of ma-, | | 

_ chinery of American manufacture, and a great increase in almost alk =  — ff 
, kinds of manufactured articles, particularly so in household-furniture, . — § 

_ stoves, hardware, table-cutlery, and cotton goods of the various kinds. I 
In reference to the products of Canada in which trade might be.  -E 

increased, I will give what seems to be the general feeling here in the | 
_ commercial community and also of persons crossing over here from the as i 

United States for the purpose of making purchases of livestock. = .  § 
~ It seems to be a very general feeling that the dutiesimpcsed upon —. §
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i live-stock are greater than is profitable to a healthy trade, by almost 2 
: one-half; many sharing in the belief that free reciprocity would be pref- 
' - erable. | | | | —_ es | 
i - In articles of breadstuff and other farinaceous food itis claimed that |. 
; | the duty as now imposed is greater than they will bear, causing muchto |. 
1 be shipped directly to Europe whieh would naturally seek an outlet in | 
1 the United States if the rate of duty was reduced. This is especially | 
in the case with oats, pease, rye, and wheat; pease and rye being almost | 
; totally excluded from the American market by the duty asnow imposed. 
i Iam, &¢., vo | 7 oe | 
1 | . oO JAMES M. TRUE, | 
i. , | a Consul. | 

| | | No. 31. | 

Po | — Mr. Taylor to Mr. Seward. | | | 

| UnItED STATES CONSULATE, _ | 
| Winnipeg, November 14,1877. (Received December 8.) _ | 

tm Sir: Iam in receipt of a circular from the Department of State, | 
i. dated August 16, 1877, containing instructions tosupplement the annual 
i report upon commercial relations, hitherto prescribed, by special com- 
; munications as to the demand within this eonsular district for different 

_ articles produced or manufaetured in the United States, and the proba- | 
7 bilities of increasing the exchanges of such articles for the products of : 

| Northwest British America. _ So | | 
The imports of this district for 1876~77 from the United States were | 

; double those from Great Britain, and exceeded by one-fourth the impor- — 

tation from Eastern Canada, the totals of invoice values being: United =| 
i States, $808,332; Great Britain, $400,888; Canada, $662,489; other | 
; | countries, $5,600. The leading articles of the produce and manufacture — | 
i of the United States will appear from the following table: | | 

: ‘Natural products: me | 
i Animals 2... 0.0 coe cece cece ee cee ene cece cece swe ces vecwencccces $143, 440 | 

: Fire-w00d .. 2... 2220 cee cone cone cee ee eee cen ne teu ee ceeenes 8, 405 
: Fruit and nuts 0.2... ooo oe ce oe cee ee wee ee eee eee cee eeee- = 10, 768 
: Grain... 222.0222 eee ce cn ce ee cee ce eee cece ee cece ne eeee eee 5, 942 | | 
3 - Wood, unmanufactured .......-.--. .- eee ee eee eee cence eee ee ee -+ , 42,304 
’ . | - | ————— $215, 979 

Manufactures : : - . | 
Agricultural implements. ...-...-22-. 2-20 eee ee eee eee ee ees 38,6860 

1 Carriages 1.2220 cee ee cee cece oe ne ce een cent cee wee teeeee 21, 636 Es 
3 Cigars 2.222. 22. eee eee cee ce eee tem e ne eee ween ccceeees 2,400 7 
i Cotton, manufactures Of 2.2. eee eee cee ck eee twee eee 22, 616 | 
i PLOUL 2.22 22 cee eee cee nee cee nee e ce ceee seneneeeecceceesceceees 43,378 | 
7 Furniture. 22. cece cece cee ee ne meee wwe cee sn ewe eee cecens 9, 009 . | 
3 Glass .2. ne cee eek cee ee cece ween cece eee meee cee ee eee neee cones 8,203 | 
i © Gunpowder... 22. wee cee coo wee ce ee ce ee wee wei cee en eeees 4, 073 | 
: Tron, and manufactures.of .. 2.2.2. 00.202 ence ee eee ee ee ees eee 44, 605 | 
7 © Lard c..6 eee ence cece ce ence tec cee cone cone cone cece wane teen ceeee 8, 702 
; LUMDE. .. 250 ce eee cee eee een cece ween ca enee teceee eens 46, 375 - 
1 ' Meats, preserved 1.2... 2... ee eee cone ce cee cece ene e wenn wenaee 83,735 | 
3 Pickles .... 0222.2 eee eee en eee cee wee cece cence cee ees coeeee- 7, 569 : 

SOAP 2202 cena eee cee ce ce ne cee ceed ce ee ee ene ee cn we ee ce ew ew eens 4,266 | 
: Sugar 2.022. ee cee ce eee eee ee ce cee cer eect ees eceecee 35,237 | | 
; Tobacco .. 2.2 ee ee ee ne ce ne ee re ee ee ee ce ce ne we ee eee te eee ceee 12, 959 
; Wood, manufactures of ... 22.22... 2.2. - eee eee eee ee eee eee eens * 22,308 

| _ : } ————— 415,707
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ee Miscellaneous : ee ee ee . Oe Og 
Settlers’ effects... 2.0... cee eee ecb eb ececeeeelece sche deceenee $23,834 | 
Tea, QT0@N 2.2... cee ee eens cece ne ee ee ee eee ee een te cone eee ee 3, 192 7 a | 

| Tea, black 2. 2. 2. eee ee eee cece cee eee ee nt ewe cw wee neces 14, 452 | | | t 
Other imports... 0.02.2. -0 cee cee ce wees cece cece ee ceceesess 135,176 - E 

Pe we ———— $176,646 = = § 
© MObAL enetecnerst covers crag trtoerecerscssnpeeeetenescesesconeseeps 808382 

‘The leading importations from Great Britain, mostly manufactures, = ff 
are also presented ' 
Cottons lane were . bace gees ee seas wane ee ace one .. oe “> oS a sre rs se ss wees : | $58, 005 | 4 7 | 

—— Faney goods 222... .- eee eeccce cece e ceccce ccnc cceceececcccesreeecseceece, = OWL sO 
- Fishing-tackle 22.2.6 2. cok cee eee eee ee ce ee eee teens ve wees ve cebae ees - 5, 952 oh § 

© GUNS eee ee cee eee eee ete cree et ener cent cece cece senses epeceee 17,616 | 
Hats 206.22 co ee cee ce ee eee ee cep e enw cee cerca tiegwcwesneces spores beecen A, 276 | 
HOSICTY .~ 2-5 ee ee oe ee ce ence ce eee cnet ee eens cee neece cecewecereceses | 2,073 | 
Gimeno. eee ee cece ec eee cee ee cece e cee seem ee cree es ceeeeeeewe seen ceee 8,706 og 
 Manufactitres, copper. .-- 22-2 eee eee ee cee eee cece ee eeeeenceeereceees  » 5521 si“ 

a Manufactures, lead . 220.222. cece ee cee wee coe neces mace sees cows cece seceens 8 TOT- : i 
Missions, donations to .... 2. ceca cee eee ee cece cee ee eee cene cere ceeee 19,407 | 
Shawls 2.2. eee ek eee cece cece cece ee nee cones nee cece sce ence cccccensces 10,995 . | 

| Sugar 2... 2. 2. ee ee cee se cece ce eee ce fee ee ceed pene ce we eta ese sees” 5, 118 | § 
Small wares .. 2.2. le. eke ee ee wee ee ceed eee eens wwe cee meee ee 7,729 |  #- 
Tea, black 2.2.22. 2.20. cece Some c ees cece cet eee coc eee cece eceeeesecesesecese 55,845 on 5 

: Woolerns meester notes anes ed “a9 nme cose wees f° eee Un ee see oie appease “y 115, 565 . os | 

| Lesser imports .. 2... 0222 22s cece cece eens sees cote cece cnet rece ee eee ceee 85,272 | 

(Mota cee ee eeeecee steer scssacee cess ceeeeeecescneeseeeceeeeeseerse 400,888 = 
_- While this country remained under the jurisdiction andadministration = = —s_ J 

of the Hudson’s Bay Company the importation from Great Britain was | 
| about the same as above stated, with an addition from the United _ | 

- States and Canada which did not exceed $100,000. The United States . | 
collector at Pembina reported in 1864 that the amount of goods from > E 
the United States which passed that year into the Red River settlement | 
was $45,457. This amount increased twenty-fold in ten years. | 2 | 

_. The exports of this consular district show no similar increase. They = _ | 
consist almost entirely of furs and buffalo-robes; the invoice values of | 
these articles in 1876-’77 being $660,735 to $35,186 of other exports: = = ~~ | 
Nine-tenths of the fur-trade continues in the hands of the Hudson’s Bay | oF 
Company, whose posts, from longitude 90° to the Rocky Mountains and Ee 
from the international frontier to the Arctic Ocean, are eighty-ninein = ~—*& 

- number. In prosperous years the company’s exportation of $500,000 of 
_ furs (invoice values) would command $1,000,000 in London or Leipsic (‘ — & 
against an outfit valued in London at $300,000 and inereased by trans- = — fj 
portation and all other charges to $750,000. According toa statement | 

of the Hon. Edward Ellice, M. P., a director of the company, in 1857 the - | 
net profits were $327,865. Ordinarily I estimate the return. as $250,000, = — § 
although, as stated in my annual commercial report, the company has sé 

- declared no dividends for two years on account of the unprecedented - —— & 
_ reduction in the prices of fars, | | ne 

As indicated recently, the increase of the commerce of this district = Jf 
from an aggregate of $1,000,000 in 1870 to $2,572,723 in 1877 is the re- —— 

- sult of Canadian occupation and colonization, with a decided prepon- ~  .— & 
oe derance of commercial advantage to the United States; and now that Cee 

there is a prospect of a considerable exportation of agricultural products . | 
_ from Manitoba, I anticipate that the consumption of American manu-  ———s 

_ factures will be greatly enlarged. There will probably be a falling off : 
in such imports as animals, fire-wood, grain, flour, and meats as the
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1 | country advances in agriculture. But the general tendency will be to | 
: resort to the nearer market of .the United States for manufactured arti- : 
1 cles, unless repelled by the exclusion of the great staples of Northwest — 
{ British America. - ne oe 7 
i In regard to the produets of Northwest British America in whiththe — 
; trade with the United States could be increased, I will first mention 
; ~  pbuffalo-robes.. While undressed furs are free of duty,dressed furs are 
i | subject to 20 per cent. ad valorem, arate very proper forfurs dressed or 
; _ manufactured for use as luxuries, but which has been construed to in- | 
1 clude buffalo-robes, an article necessary for comfort and of general use ! 
: among the people. The result has been to discourage importation, the 
a invoice values of buffalo-robes imported into the United States from this © | 
; . consulate for 1876~77 being only $614.12 against $72,578.20 sent in bond | 

to Canada. As the buffalo is disappearing from the Western Territories = 
| of the United States, and will soon be concentrated onthe plains of | 

2 British America, this branch of commerce might be greatly enlarged by | 
4 admitting buffalo-robes duty free or reducing the duty to 10 per cent. 
1 ad valorem. Be - | a - | 
’ With good crops in Manitoba for two years, there is a surplus of wheat | 

ZZ for export, and except for a duty of 20 cents per bushel, considerable 
: quantities would be in demand by Western farmers for seed-wheat. It | 

i _ is well known that cereals reach their greatest perfection near the north- | 
i ern limit of their successful growth, besides acquiring great celerity of © 

= maturity, and as the price of wheat is regulated by the foreign demand, i 
no interest would suffer by placing wheat on the free-list, and a material | 

; advantage would ensue to American agriculturists. | | 
i I shall avail myself of :the permission of the Department to pursue this | 
1. topic in subsequent communications. | | 

, | Tam, &e, oe | | 
| : | | JAMES W. TAYLOR, | ! 

| 7 ety Consul, 

to | _ Mr. Chance to Mr. Seward. | 

i: No. 371.] | , _ UNITED STATES CONSULATE, | 
i | | Nassau, N. P., October 23,1877. ! 
1 Sin: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch, | 

marked “Separate,” dated August 16th ultimo. | oe | 
|. The matters.to which you specially refer have engaged my attention, | 

and I avail myself of the opportunity which your inquiry affords to sub- | | 
| mit my views as to the methods by which the trade of the United States | 

i with the Bahamas might be improved. a ~ | 
: Any statement which I make on this snbject hereafter will refer par- | 
1 a ticularly to this colony, and not to the West Indies generally. | 
4 For a number of years these islands have suffered great commercial ! 
i depression. The causes for this are to some extent local, but may | 
io _ chiefly be assigned to the heavy losses which have been sustained for | 
i ‘the last three or four years on the shipments of pineapples to the 
4 United States and the almost total extinction of the former prosperous ! 
, salt-trade. . | re : | 
1 The local causes referred to are the gradual exhaustion of the spong- ! 

ing-grounds, and a consequent decline in the value of the sponge-trade ; | 
, - the closing of the Cuban coasts to the fishermen of these islands, which, | 

; : i
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previous to the insurrection, they had a right to visit and utilize; the | 
«great decrease in the number.of wrecks and distressed vessels calling | 
here for repairs; the withdrawal of alarge amount of capital by wealthy = ~~ § 
inhabitants who have settled in the United States and England since = ° §f 

the rebellion; and, last, the heavy taxes imposed for the support ofthe = = =—s_ Jj 
- Jocal government. The failure of some of these old industries has: in- el 

duced enterprising citizens to introduce new ones; and last year sugar  ———s« fl 
and molasses were manufactured, for the first time since the abolition of = = = fj 

"slavery, by: machinery imported from the United States; and severak = = § 
. pine-apple-preserving factories were also established in different parts — —— 

ofthe colony. The farmers, too, encouraged and stimulated by the gov- | | 
 ernor, are turning their attention to the cultivation of vegetablesinlarge = =  —_ J 
quantities for shipment to the United States. Itis to be hoped that these — | 
enterprises will prove successful. . BE (eee 

. Even now the Bahamas purchase largely from the United States,and fj 
are entirely dependent upon the latter for nearly all of the necessaries _ | 
of life. The American imports are as follows, viz: all breadstuffs, salé = J 

-_ provisions, tobacco, sugar, rope, paints, oils of all kind, liquors,cured J 

fish, canvas, a large quantity of boots and shoes, and, within the last eas 
year, a small quantity of cotton goods and hardware. es Jo oe 

- Great Britain. formerly supplied the Bahamas with manufactured. | 
goods and hardware entirely, but the American articles, such as those | OF 
lately introduced, are growing in favor, and in the future will belargely- = § f 
imported. Itis acknowledged that in their patterns and finish they are | 
superior, for the price, to the English goods. We MS oe  § 

The exports of the Bahamas are fruits, sponges, salt, cotton, dye and | | 
furniture woods, barks, shells, tortoise-shell, and wrecked merchandise; — ; 
the most valuable being fruits, and of these the United. States receive == | 

, the largest share. | oS ie oe a | | 
| . During the pine-apple shipping season, which has just closed, at least | 

one hundred and thirty cargoes were exported to the United States; these == 
being invoiced at about $150,000. This amount does not, however, | 

- represent the net proceeds. For many reasons this isa most important © , 
trade, and. should, in the interest of American ship-owners, producers, 

- and manufacturers, be encouraged and fostered. During the past season - , 
- ninety voyages were made by American vessels in the conveyance of | 
this fruit to the ports of New York, Baltimore, and Philadelphia. . The | 

.  freight-earnings of these vessels may be correctly estimated at $100,000. : | 
In addition to this every dollar which these cargoes realized was spent — &§ 

~- in the United States in the purchase of provisions and other merchandise. . ok 
The season as a whole, however, resulted unprofitably tothe producers E 

and exporters. Owing to decay on the voyage and low markets abroad | | 
| the fruit did not net in the United States what it cost here; conse- | 

quently about one-fifth of the crop was left to decay on the plants. = =  — § 
This unsatisfactory result has obtained for the past three or four years, = — ff 
and the season just closed is considered no worse than its predecessors. . ~~ & 

- A considerable quantity of pine-apples were preserved at the factories _ | 
referred to, and exported to the United States. The machinery used— __ | 
the cans, cases, sugar, and other material—were imported from Balti- . | 
more, and admitted here duty free. . More than one-half of the expense | | 

| incurred in preserving was in the purchase of the articles mentioned. _  &§ 
-. The pine-apple industry is pow the main-stay of this colony; it em- | | 

ploys the principal portion of the thrifty population, and a large amount «| 
Of capital, and, indeed, the future prosperity of these islands almost en- = = 
 tirely depends upon its success. A few more disastrous seasons will  °~ | 
probably ruin those engaged in it and necessitate its abandonment. a ee
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7 | Taking into consideration the American interests which are involved ! 
; in its continuance, it is a question in my mind, which I submit, whether 2 
: it would not be judicious on the part of the government to red uce, if not | 
: _ altogether repeal, the duty upon this perishable article. If this burden 
j _ be removed, I am of opinion that American producers and manafactur- | : 
; ers would be benefited to a greater extent than the revenue would suffer. 

| by the change. oe - Oo | 
4 . On the subject of salt I would state that, since the imposition of the | 
; high duty on this article in the United States, the trade has almost died | 
q out, and the salt-producing islands, with few exceptions, have falleninto 
' complete decay. At one time, salt promised to prove the most valuable | 
( export of the Bahamas; in fact, so important was it, that, for the conve- | 
1 nience of shippers and for the protection of American commerce, consu- | 
| lar agents were appointed at nearly every salt-producing island in this | 
; district. | - | | a | 
! There is still some trade, however, at. Inagua, but even at this place | 
; the salt-ponds are only partially worked. Formerly, the salt-islands | 
: promised to do, and indeed did, a large direct import trade; now, that | 

trade is so insignificant that it is scarcely worth mentioning. Any | 
to improvement which could be effected, however, in their salt-trade would 

. assuredly bring about an improvement in their import trade, and this 3 
i the United States would almost entirely monopolize. The only way by | 
. which this improvement can be effected is by.a repeal of the duty on | 
i Salt in the United States. | | 

_ The remarks respecting the salt-trade of this colony will apply with — 
‘ equal force to the Turk’s Islands, which are included in this consular 7 
; district. These islands are naturally a part of the Bahamas, and have 

identical interests, but some years since were made a separate govern- ( 
: mevt. Their only industry is salt, of which, formerly, large quantities 
4 were exported to the United States. There is still some trade carried : 

on, but nothing in comparison with that of former years. No improve. | 
ment can be expected in their condition and import trade unless some 

] impetus is given to their particular industry. = i | 
: Of the remaining exports referred to, England receives the most val- | 

uable portion. The trade with the two countries, both import and | 
: export, is nearly equally divided; if there be any difference it is in favor | 
1 of the United States. Although this is the case now, yet I am of opin- : 
: ion that if the like facilities were offered for the sale of Bahama produce > : 
: in the United States as in England, and the same profitabie market 
ic -eould be found, a large portion of that which is now shipped to the lat- | 

: ter would be diverted to the former. This would bring about a large | 
: increase in the import trade with the United States, as the proceeds of i 
1 _ this produce would be eventually spent there in the purchase of mer- | 
; chandise instead of in England as at present. Unless this is done,no | 
: important revival of trade with the United States can be expected; the | 
: : reverse must be really the case, and the present business continue stead- | 
] ily to decline. cn | as | | 
j The winter climate of the Bahamas is one of the finest in the world. 
: In consequence, various. efforts have been made to establish the reputa- 
4 tion of Nassau as a sanitarium, with some success. With this idea in view, | 
: and to induce foreigners to invest their means in the erection of hotels, 

and in the purchase of permanent abodes, an act has been lately passed 
1 which allows aliens to hoid real estate in their own names. I know of | 

no better way in which capital can be invested here, as the prospects of 5 
; Nassau as a resort are promising. With more frequent steam commu- — | 

nication and increased accommodations for visitors, a very great pum-
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ber of Americans would be induced to spend their winters here. Ifthis = —_ ff 
_.. ‘were the case the trade with the United States would largely improve. = =  — & 

These islands are intimately connected with the United Statesinva- == & 
-. -¥ious ways, such as their natural position, their present extensive import = = f 

| and export trade, the fact that their mail and steam service is performed.  § 
by American vessels for which a heavy subsidy is paid by the Bahamas = ff 

- Government, that large numbers of Americans visit Nassau every win-  —— § 
- ter in pursuit of health and pleasure, most of whom reside ata hotelkept = = § 
by Americans and in which American capital isinvested. =  § 

-._In consequence of this intimate connection, there exists among the = ~~ & 
inhabitants a strong feeling of sympathy toward the United States, ==# = ff 
which perhaps only needs the action of the government to make closer = ~~ & 

_ still. Believing in the principle that the ties of common interest are the — as 
strongest which can bind people together, I think thatif by any possi- = = | 
ble means the commercial relations of the Bahamas can be more inti- | | 
mately allied to the United States, then the first steps toward accom- = ~— & 

_. plishing the objects desired in your dispatch will be taken and secured. __ a 
- In conclusion, I have carefully noted your instructions, and will trans- | 
mit to the Department, from time to time, all infermation upon these = ~—— ‘ff 
matters which come within the scope of your inquiries that is possible — 

— formetoobtain, 2020 0 SESE | 
—  Thhave, &@, PEER he IS a ele EEE Be has - 

| Chek Bee gs a, Consul. 

Oe i | No. 38,0000 oS ee 

. oe | Mr. Marsh to Mr. Evarts. EE SS 
~, / ee 

No. 720.] an LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, ae 
SEL Rg Rome, December 17,1877. sf 

. Sre: I believe the receipt of the instruction of the State Department, — | 
| dated August 7, 1877, respecting the promotion of the foreign com- _ | 
- -meree of the United States, which reached Rome while I was absenton - — § 

- leave, was duly acknowledged by Mr. Wurts. eee 
| A full compliance with the instruction would require an examination = — 

of details into which I have not yet been’able to enter for want of the 
official reports which contain them. I suppose, however, that the con- = = — § 
salar answers to the instruction will furnish most of these details,and = = ~—= | 
that the public documents of the present session of the Italian Parlia- = = = = ~—— ff 
ment will supply additional information, which I may supplement from oe 
other printed sources or by personal inquiries, and I hope to beableto — f 
prepare, at a later day,a more complete report on the subject. = =  &| 

_ In the mean time, I beg leave to submit some observations on the oho 
general aspects of the inquiry, as connected with the physical condition __ | 

| and the financial policy of the United States and of Italy, respectively, == = § 
and of course with the needs and the productive capacities of thetwo fj 
countries. oe oe GRE By eh So a | 

| The United States and Italy are, in most respects geographical paral- E 
- lels to each other, and, with the exception of our extreme northwestern = ~— & 

_ possessions, there is no important part of either country which in — | 
natural adaptation to agricultural and industrial production does not. | 

| nearly correspond to some considerable part of the other. Every veg-
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a | éetable known to the husbandry of Italy, every animal important toits = 
: industry or its alimentation, can and is produced on American soil also; | 
j every mineral yielded by the mines of our vast territory (which is more ) 
1 than thirty times the extent of that of Italy) is found in greater or less) 
q abundance in the various geological formations of the smaller state. 
: The general climatic mean of the two countries is not widely different, 7 

i though the extremes of temperature are considerably greater in the New 
i World. The annual amount of precipitation, so far as is known, does 
] not vary greatly in the inhabited regions of the two countries, but in. | 
| Italy the rain-fall is more confined to the winter months than on our > 
{ Atlantic slope, and the droughts of sammer are not unfrequently seri- ij 
1 _ ously injurious to the harvests. Hence irrigation is a very general 
4 necessity, and the expense of securing and distributing water for the | 

crops is one of the heaviest. burdens of the Italian farmer and one of 
: the greatest drawbacks to rural industry. | - an 
: 7 So far as vegetable products are concerned, it would seem, therefore, : 
: that, upon the whole, neither country has much occasion to draw its | 
; supply of such products from the other, and, in fact, with the exception  —s_ 

nT of cotton, there is no important vegetable growth which may not be — _ 
4 cultivated with too nearly equal advantage in both to render probable - 

| any great future extension of commerce in such products. | 
1 But though the minerals of both countries comprise the same sub- | 

stances, yet for geological reasons, and in part from exhaustion of | 
1 ancient mines, the useful as well as the precious metals are, in general, ! 
1. much less abundantly furnished by the Italian mines than by ours. | 

_ Qur most important.advantage in dealing with ores, metals, and stones, | 
3 lies in the abundance and availability of the great sources of mechan- | 
q ical power, coal and running water. Coal, indeed, exists in Italy; but | 
: the beds appear to be, generally, of too small extent to be of much | 
: | practical value; and the forests are too nearly exhausted tofurnish fuel = 
4 for important industries. In regard to the water-power, the mean of | 

precipitation in the Italian territory, so far as known, does not differ ! 
; | greatly from that of the United States; and in mere amount the water — | 
- delivered to the sea by Italian rivers is sufficient to furnish a vast, if | 
7 not altogether adequate, supply of water for mechanical purposes. But | 
3 from the. fact that the great Lombardo-Venetian and Piedmontese | 

plains are bounded by steep mountains, and that the central ridge of © ~ 
7 the narrow peninsula which constitutes the rest of the Italian conti- ( 

nental territory is almost equally precipitous, the courses of all the | 
: _ ° -Tivers, except the Po, are short, and their flow is subject to what phys- | 

ical geographers call the torrential régime; that is, their beds are alter- | 
nately almost dry and swollen by destructive inundations. Itis diffi, . 

— cult to adapt machinery .to the ever-varying level and ever-varying | 
4 , volume of their currents, and still more so to secure hydraulic con- | 
1 structions upon or near. them against overthrow by floods. For these 
1 reasons, and because a great proportion of the supply of the tributary 
; Streams is diverted for irrigation, water-power is comparatively una- | 
4 _ vailable in Italy, and the country depends for its motive-power mainly 
4 upon coal imported from abroad, at a cost beyond the reach of mechan- | 

ical establishments of moderate capital. _ | 
Upon the whole, then, there are few. agricultural and still fewer in- | 

; dustrial products in which Italy can enter into competition with the | 
i United States on equal terms, and hence imported articles must bepaid 

for in some other way than by an exchange of commodities, and the | 
po tendency of improvements in husbandry and in industrial processes is 
4 | rather to augment than to diminish the evils of this state of things. 

al . es ps : :
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-- But the financial systems of the two countries oppose still more == § f 
formidable obstacles to any considerable extension of trade between ee 

them. In Italy the internal taxes upon industry, its material andits = Ef 
products, are such as greatly to discourage its prosecution, whileonthe = = = — 
other hand the duties imposed: by the American tariff-system amount | | &— 
almost to a prohibition of the importation. of many Italian products, = 

and the trade between the United States. and Italy is more likely to ee 

diminish than to increase, unless, bv mutual understanding between — 7 

the two countries, a remedy be provided. Aninternationalcommission =. § 

might be able to suggest means of harmonizing the commercial and in- | 

dustrial interests of both parties, and it might at least collect valuable = f 

information on the commercial. condition and needs of each. Tamnot = & 

. unaware of the objections to attempts toregulate such matters by treaty, = =f 
but at the: moment I can suggest nothing better, Stn 
... -have,&e, 2...) oe os oN 

| eg TE ey 8 ye GEORGE P. MARSH. — & 

NO 4, Oe | nee oe 

: oe Mr. Spencer to Mr. Hunter, Len oo : 

| No. 200.). . CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, — ~~. f 

. Me Genoa, November 24,1877. (Received December 24.) - | 

| Siz: Referring to the recent circular-dispatch of the Secretary of «| 

State, relating to the more active co-operation of consuls in the further &| 
development of our foreign commerce, I beg leave, with due reference ed 

- to the instructions contained therein, to submit the following partial  — | 
: report: — re ES ne CAL Eset gps pe ere | | 

_ With the single exception of cotton fabrics, it is my opinion that — «| 
everything is being done that can profitably be done to develop the . 
direct commerce between this port and the United States. On | 
. There are in this city between thirty and forty merchants at present ==. 
engaged in this trade, several of whom devote their whole time and _ ' 

energies to one special department of the same. Among the latter,a = 
7 member of an enterprising English firm has recently returned from | 

_ America, where he spent several months in studying the possibilities of | 
| the petroleum-trade, with a view of extending the operations of the == — Jf 

company, which are already upon alarge and extensive scale. Another oe 

| of our active business men, whose long residence both in the United | | 
_ States and Italy renders bim peculiarly fitted to the undertaking, vis-  _ 

ited the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia for the special purpose eo : 
of acquainting himself with all the recent improvements in manufac- ~ — § 
tures and the mechanic arts, bringing back with him trade-circulars, — | I 

samples of merchandise, and models of new inventions, with which he | , 
is now traveling extensively, with a view of introducing themas faras = = ~~ § 

| possible throughout Italy, Pee ee Page. | 
: It will be readily understood by the Department that under such cir- | | 

cumstances, or where we have already a large and flourishing trade vig- | 

orously prosecuted by a score or more of enterprising merchants who  — J 

are in constant communication with their correspondents by telegraph, = =«——sOT 
and who spare no time or expense in order to anticipate valuable infor- _ | 
mation, a consul with such decided odds against him will be able todo : 

_ but little more than to note the course of trade, and report contemplated a 
projects or accomplished results. “Commerce is not. only .Argus-eyed | OE 
but lynx eyed, and commercial enterprise is ever on the qui vive for any |
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new undertaking that promises remunerative returns. Besides, the , 
. very persons who would be able to give a consul the most valuable in. = 

: formation, are ordinarily not disposed to do so, because they wish to | 
i. enjoy a monopoly of whatever advantage is to be gained thereby. } 

| _ THE PRINCIPAL IMPORTS _ : : 

: _ from the United States to Genoa are tobacco, cotton, and petroleum, 
: which, as appears from the report of the chamber of commerce for the | 
; year 1876, represented a total value of 29,963,618 francs, as follows: | | 
; Tobacco... .. 22. cee 2 ce een e cnn fone cence cee e cee eee cece eeee sees 10,970,000 francs. 

PetrOleuM ...2.. -- 2. neces cee eee wee ee eee ee eens cnewcesecees 8,096,390 francs. 
{ Cotton (Taw)... ---. 2.22 cee eee cence eee cee eee cece ne cece eee ceee 10,902, 228 francs. | 

: Besides these, there is a considerable trade in coal-tar, pitch, resin, | 
cotton-seed oil, and timber, a fair demand for sewing-machines, while 

7 something is being done in the way of metallic pumps, machinery, and 
- agricultural implements. fo | | 

: _ AGRICULTURAL ASPECTS OF ITALY. | | 
ae \ 

: To a casual observer Italy would appear to present a wide field for 
: the introduction of labor-saving agricultural machinery; but such is : 
: not the case. It is true that Italian agriculture is still sufficiently © 

primitive. . one eae | - : 
The sickle and the flail maintain their old supremacy. Dun-colored 

oxen slowly drag through the yielding soil antique plows whose model | 
: might have been taken from the illustrated copy of Hesiod’s Works and | 
| — Days. Human feet, as if by way of Biblical illustration, tread the wine- : 
4 | press 5; while the olive-mill of the present day is still constructed upon 
: the model of those found amid the ruins of Stabie and Pompeii. | 
j The reason for all this appears obvious on reflection. Wherethebar- 

: riers to the introduction of labor-saving machinery are not natural they | 
are artificial. The minute subdivision of the soil among the small | 

: landed proprietors, or the still smaller leaseholding peasantry; the rec- | 
| tangular garden-like plats of arable land or meadow, each intrenched | 

within its moat and picketed by rows of fruit-trees or forest-trees; the | 
vaSt;aud complicated system of irrigation, as in Lombardy, with its 
net-work of ditches and canals; these are some of the obstacles, to say | 

; nothing of the opposition it would encounter on account of ancient prej- | 
1 udices, that would render the introduction of agricultural machinery 
i into Italy on a large scale impracticable without such a radical change 

in its system of agriculture as would transform the general features of 
. the country. But the hand of the laborer, which is the cheapest ma- — 

; chinery in the market, has fully compensated for any defects in agricul- | 
tural methods. It is this, in conjunction with a propitious climate, that — | 

: has made Lombardy the garden of Italy, and Italy the garden of | 
T Europe. — a re Sc 

a oe THE COTTON-TRADE. | 8 

: I am credibly informed by those whe have made the cotton-trade | 
with this country a study, that there are several varieties of cotton 

i goods that might be imported from the United States with advantage, 
: | provided that they were adapted to the Italian market in regard to — | 

' width and finish and. the prices reduced. proportionally. Samples of | 
the following goods have been submitted for examination to the leading | 

_ dealers in cotton fabrics of this city, and pronounced to be welladapted
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- to the wants of this market, if manufactured with a reduction offrom = — ff 

---: 15: to 25 per cent. in the width and acorresponding reduction in price, 

ee  Deseription, price, | Present | Required == 

- OO : - Bal RE UE vt a ts | Inch. | Inch E 
_ es ae 7 | ‘63 36 Q9. | 

‘Booth Mills, D.- 2.22 eee ee eee eee cence cone eee ne teense cemenes: 8 of. 40 \ 30 05, 2. 
, Booth Mills, P, bleached cotton....-2..-- 22 ceeeee cee ee cee eee eee eeeenee | TZ | 86 31 a | 

Booth Mills, G, bleached cotton... ..-...0-- cece eee eee eee e cece eee eee ee OF | 32 3L &§ 

‘Booth Mills, S, bleached cotton . ....... 2220 bene eee ee eee eens eeeeeceeee | TEA] 86 31 og 

Tremont, Massachusetts, and Lawrence brown flannels, H....-...:--6---.| 0 8 |-sssee eee Loedewecwe 8 
Tre nont, Massachusetts, and Lawrence. brown flannels, Dees es sees weet: 7.2 teeeeees - seeceeecee - es : : 

.- Ameriean cotton prints could compete successfully in this market, 80 eg 

far as relates to prices; but they are.not well adapted in styleandde- sj 

sign to the Italian: taste, nor are they printed sufficiently in advanceof = J 
| the season. English manufacturers supplying this trade prepare their 

- designs six months in advance, print a few pieces and cut them up into — | 

- gamples, which are sent out with a view of obtaining orders, the latter _ coo 

being filled about three months in anticipation of the season. At —  &| 
- present, there is unfortunately among the Italians a prejudice in favor 

_ of the heavily-sized English goods, which contain from 15 to 20 percent. _ os 
of sizing. But this prejudice, if not indulged, might be gradually over. 
come. EE SR I Oe a | 

Fo obtain their fair proportion of the Italian trade, American manu- 
facturers should acquaint themselves with the wants of the Italian mar- —— & 

ket, and manufacture goods of such dimensions and designs asare suited = =~ § 

- to the Italian trade. To do so would require time, patience, and petse- J 
__-verance, and it might be necessary, in the introduction of their fabrics, = J 

to incur a temporary loss; but these, owing to their superior grade, must El 
. sooner or later commend themselves to general favor. | | I 

‘To give some idea of the extent of this trade, so far as the port of | 

Genoa is concerned, I subjoin the following statistics, gathered from | 
the report of the chamber of commerce for 1876: a  *| 

| Cotton yarh.. 2... veceee cece es cece ee cheese cectececeeeeececerseceecseees 11,596,988 = § 
Cotton Cloth. ...c.2. 52. ees eee cece cone cae cee eee cede cone wececceeceee 9,575,082  -§ 

—— Cotton PRINtS. 2. se Le cee ce ces ce 8 ee eee ee ee ee ced ee cea dene | 4, 649, 770 ep gs i 

As Genoa controls the market of Northern Italy, it becomes a question = 
_ for the American exporter to determine whether the experiment of in~ I 
- treducing cotton fabrics of American manufacture is not worth a fair J 

trial. ‘In view of the sharp competition, the margin of profits would be — 
gmail. Bat the order of the day is small profits and quick returns. =f 

The minimum percentage of gain more than finds its compensation in- | 

the maximum number of sales. A vulgar fraction now revolationizes = = § 

the commerce of the world. Its immense cotton-trade lies within the = =— f 

range of one-half a cent per yard, and a grain of sizing turnsthescalesin = =—s J 

| favor of Manchester or Lowell, ee ee 
' In conclusion, | may be permitted to express the opinion that, while cose] 

- ¢onsuls, where we have not already a well-established trade, can do. ..——s—«<& 
much, Congress, by a judicious revision of the tariff, can undoubtedly — : 

_ @omore. In this respect our English rivals enjoy an immense advantage a 
-. overus. Not to speak of the freedom from réstriction and taxation of = =  =—s_ Jj 

| her mercantile marine, Great Britain taxes only the products and not = f 

the implements or materials of industry, the results and not the opera~ sf 
tions of labor. In other words, she taxes consumption and not produc- ,
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_ .tion—consumption in its final stages, and not in the processes of manu- 2 
i facture. Our present tariff unfortunately does both, and not only once, 2 

but often twice. It is the old story of killing the goose to anticipate the | 
golden eggs. | | | 7 oo : 

Tam, &c., O. M. SPENCER, C , 
| | oo _ Consul. - | 

i | | JAPAN. - | | 

Mr. Bingham to Mr. Hvarts. | 

i No. 636.] | , UNITED STATES LEGATION, JAPAN, | | 
po - . Loket, September 27, 1877. (Received October 26.) 
i. | Sig: Referring to special instruction, marked “Separate,” of date 

a ith of August last, in relation to the methods by which trade with the. 
] , United States can be most judiciously fostered, I have the honor to ac- 7 
1 quaint you that some days since I had a conversation on the subject 
1 with his excellency Mr. Sameshima, His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s 
to vice minister for foreign affairs, in which he fully agreed with me that 

there. was no reason why the chief exports of Japan—silk, raw and 
: , manufactured, silkworm eggs, tea, and rice—to the value of about — 

$20,000,000 per annum, might not, with advantage to both countries, be 
j exchanged for American productions—cotton, raw and manufactured,  __ 
: _ wool and woolen goods, and iron (manufactured), including tools,en- —_— 
1 gines, railroad, bar, and rod iron, nails, telegraph-wire, &c.—all of which 

are now imported into Japan from Europe, chiefly from Great Britain 
i, and her possessions, to the value of from twenty-five to thirty million | 
: dollars per annum. By the inclosed return of the foreign commerce = 

| and trade of Japan for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1876 (the return” 
; _ for 1877 is not yet received), you will observe, on page 20, that the total ! 

| value of imports for that year was $25,743,114, of which imports (see 
’ : page 18) Great Britain and her possessions furnished, in value, $15,000,000 
1 dn round numbers; France and China, $7,700,000, and the United States 
: only to the value of $1,800,000 in round numbers. You will observe, on | 
: page 6, the import of cotton fabrics to the value of about $7,000,000; | 
| the cotton first furnished by us to England, and by England sent to 
i; Japan in cloth and thread.. On page 7. you will note the value of im- | 
i ported manufactured iron is about $7,000,000; and, on pages 8 and 9, | 
4 the value of woolen fabrics imported is estimated at about $3,000,000. _ | 
q Considering our proximity to Japan, and the fact that we can produce | | 

these articles as abundantly and cheaply as England, by the ordinary 
| , laws of trade we should have supplied Japan with these and other pro- | | 
i ductions, which we have in abundance. But we were induced to join 
: England in the convention of 1866, by which England sends her fabrics | 
| | free, or subject only to a nominal duty, to Japan; and aided by her | 
3 - “* gunboat policy,” as her journals call it, by her loans to Japan at high | 

_ interest, and by her large banking capital here of at least $12,000,000, | 
i. _ England has pushed the United States out of the market as by like | 
2 - amethods (some of her manufacturers appropriating and using our — | 
; trade marks), she has pushed us out of:.the trade with China. The | 

| trade ot Japan with the United States can be most judiciously and 
' successfully fostered, in my opinion, by restoring to Japan the rightful = 
; control ot her foreign commerce by a revision of our treaties, and there-
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- by compel the other treaty powers to do the like, and also by acquaint- 
ing this people that by reason of our proximity and our manifold re- = — §& 

) sources and surplus productions we can furnish, as the fact is, all for- = = = § 

_. eign manufactures and products needed by the people of Japan for less | | 

than the same are now furnished by the European States. a 
- In accordance with your instructions I shall give this subject further ~~ & 

and full consideration. I may be pardoned for suggesting here what I S 
«have before suggested to your honorable predecessor, that Japan is the § 

gate to the commerce of all. Western nations with the East,and that,at = = 

no distant day, if Japan and China continue to advance, they may, un-- - 

7 der a just and wise policy, became the largest purchasers and consumers = | 

of the surplus productions of the United States. | Bad a ae I 

— Thave, &¢., OBE ey Soe he 8 Og se 

BE SEES Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. | 

Comparalive table of the value of foreign and domestic. productions exported toandimported = | 

: ees from the various foreign countries. — | — Sa Es . 

- | | oe . oe Countries. oe - - |Deeclared value. — 5 

. | ae EOL ta _ Gold yen. Sen. | t 

| Great Britain s.sssessssvssssesesecesveseceseceeesneecesnneesssoncecasece {apoE -] 12,306 408 6 3 i 
wa . oo es | : - ¢Exports..,| 1,350,969 65.2 ; 

_ British Possessions, Hong-Kong, and Singapore ......-------+--+-+++-++- ; Imports <7) 9’ G49, 645 4 5 | 

We - | ‘C Exports...| 2,641,945 11.3 t 
- China....2--eessecesececeeseaeneeecceseseeee cesses ceseressereseessesenee } Tnborts 1 4, 444, 094 63.9  &§ 

eg . , . _¢ Exports ...} 6, 887, 307 18.0. - og 

_ . United States of America... 20. .2.ccesccesseeeeececeteeecessereeseeeess } Timponts oo - 1, 811, 083 97.9 : a 

| ee - : : | | -- ¢ Exports ...| 3,304, 498 52.7 | 
BYANGO «.--00-2--20c rose nse seeesseneeseteeeseecceenceseceerenanseceseeeee | MDOP _ 8, 871, 829 19.3 | 

Oo xports -.. 472, 689 15.9 
Tealy saseesossseseeeeeeneecesesesesceeceneeesscenscecsececeecesceeetee | Torts 33,393 16.6 | 

‘ ‘Exports... 16, 655 80. 

Hamburg eo-se-ceeeosveseeessseeeeeeesesscssceeneseecceecnesecceecsesecee Tmporbs 503,397 71.3 | 
: : ¢ Exports ... 119, 500 27.1 . 

| All other countries ..-22-.+ss0e-++ssseeeeeeeesseenecccetseteereneessseees 3 Tinports ---| 684,986 18.0 k 

| oo - - | Re-exports and reimports. | | 7 «| 

Yokohama. Kobe. Osaka. -| Nagasaki. _ ae | 

& a hee a Declared value. | Declared value. | Declared value. Declared value. . | ; 

FOREIGN propuction. | fe oh : Sue es ONS I 
‘ | Gold yen. Sen. | Gold yen. Sen. | Gold yen. Sen. |. Gold yen. Sen. . 

Re-exports..2......cee0e-----| 514,875 57.5 TT, 184 2B.2 | ceeee eee eecee eres 56,212 22.9 ft 

---DOMESTIC PRODUCTION. _ : oa as ae - ce i 

 Reimports ....2....cceeeeeeee| TTS 25.0 | seseeseesseecsveee|eececeeeceesceteas ese 

; - . poe | a , ‘Hakodate. | | Niigata. = | . | | 

oo . | - - | Declared value. | Declared value. | 

| FOREIGN PRODUCTION. Gold yen. Sen. | Gold yen. Sen. Gold yen. Sen. . 

© Re-exports .2...0..ccce ceed eee cece sence ee tected] connec cece ee eneene|seweeeeenecerseees| 648,372 08.6 «| 

a oe DOMESTIC PRODUCTION. , re oo a a eS | , 

© Reimports...... ieee cece ee cece e cece et ceneee | eeeeeteeeeerseceefeceeeecteecsereese} 178 25.0 ;
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a Statement showing the value of foreign and domestic productions re-exported to and reim- | 
| ported from the various foreign countries. / os i 

4 . | “FOREIGN PRODUCTIONS. oe : 3 . « Gold yen.  —- Sen. 
4 Great Britain 2.22. ...2.. ee ee enn ee cece cee cee eee eee eeeeceee sees 34,108 85.7 | 
j British Possessions, Hong-Kong, and Singapore.........-... --..--.. 274,710 54.4 
3 CHINe .. 2226 eee cee eee cee cee cece seer ed ce enews com ene cannes 229, 489 02.7 
j United States of America... 2. 2.25 oo. eee cece e cece eee ceneeeee 10,645 58,3 | fo BLANCO ... 220 seceeeceeers tevees totcec tosses ssecesesecereccceccecee 17,173 55.0 | 
j Hamburg... - 2. ooo. eee cee wee cece cee cnn ncn ee ween wees cunt cence 5,482 57.4 
: All other countries ...-. 2... 000 noe cee nee cece cee nee ene ee cee eee eee 76,766 95.1 

4 | _-- DOMESTIC PRODUCTIONS. | | | 

Great Britain 2.0... i. 2200 002 ne cece ee cece e cece es pace cowces cece cnee- 102 50.0 | 
3 : British Possessions, Hong-Kong, and Singapore....0.....eee-.---e-002 75 75.0 

; | | 
| | : | | 

. | 7 | _ | 
| 7 | 

a . e i 
i . : - i



Statement showing the quantity and value of gold and silver specie and bullion exported from and imported at each of the open ports of Japan. 

a ee Quantity. |. - Value. =| Quantity. | | Value. . Quantity. | ‘Value. .| Quantity. | Value 4 

2 Seapamesecoin. | ole yom. Sen.} | Gold. yen Ben.|  ———«*E Gold yen. Sen.) | @old yen. Sen. 
 Qokn, gold... sees eeeseccee coeece lace ceneesececeeeeccs[escececeereces| 4,149, 843 00.0 |--2-202--26205] 1,440, 000 00.0 [e.... ee eee ee 1,500 00.0 |...2.-ceeee-- | 5,591,343 00.0 0 

Goin, Silver oes en nee neces cccoceeoce cence deeeeesce [oobeeesceesees| TH 12 SLB [cee ce ae] 4,387 00.0 |. oe. eee eee a ference nee eeeeee: [eneesezenczes:| 146,099 51.5 oe 

Goin) gold (nibukin) 20002.00002T TL i epee | - 2,272, 432 | 1, 234,385 06.2 | 467, 480 | 253, 907 97.6 |... ee eee eeee |eteees eee reeenne| 2 739, 868, 1,488,293 03.8 9 

Coin, gold (Bunsei ichibuban). 2... 2.2.2... 22 2 MOL ee ee [ee ee eee een | FO QO WT eee ceeeeeck [eee eee eee twee eee. 16 . 20 11.7 AO 

Goin’ (Koichibugin).......--+0cesesccecccececcs Ol, |scetecsessccs[eeeccseecereess:] 670,750] 232, 750 25.0 | ..0,.22-- 222 .|eeesereszneceee | 670,750 | 282,750 25.0 a 

Goin, gold Gichibugin) /LZTIIIITIITIIL aol) 9, 812 |" 87, 217 40.0 | 29, 400 | 9,163 98.0 | 9,792 | 8,052 16.6 | 319,004 | 99, 483 4G aed 

. . Coin, gold (nishukin) ..2..-. 2. -..--- eee ee cece do..; 70,160 | 9, S48 17.6 |. ~-- enn [eee en enn ere meee lice eee ent ene: eecebeenaevwewe- | 90,160 | 9, 548 TTB ee as 

Goin’ Silver (Bunsel isshugin) 10... ss..-c sscss.GO..|--2epeeesceeesfeeesastecseecee:| 435,600] 45,084 60.0 [......02- 2-2 [eeeeeseozeezeez |, 435,600 | 45, 084 60.0. atk 

Goin} silver (isshugin) .-..2..-2..20sccsese2s-2-.€0..| 1, 767, 288-| 130,779 31.2 | 3, 620, 328 | 267, 904 27.2 "14, 288 1,057 31.2} 5,401,904} 399, 740.89.6. 2 

Coin, gold (Kioho-oban) . 2... cece ee ce ee MOS. | eee cere eee leew e ee ee cece] | - 4d Cro Oe nr SD or TAT Qe 

Coin, gold (Genbun Koban) .-...2-. 22.202 22202102. |- eee ee eee ee Meee eee eee ewe ee | 3 LT QT. bce eee ew ewe ecw wasn Bt V2QN% ee 

Coin, gold (Shin-koban)...2. 222... e eee eee eee MOL] were eee eee [eee ne eee eee eel Tp SU ns ere DY 130.4 (Sey 

- Ppade-dollars.-...2-+-. sce ccc cceeoce veeeeeesee.@O..| 28,925 | 29,004 25.07} 56,445 | 57,009 45.0 |... eee cece ee eee eee eee 85,370 | 86,013 70.0. ’ 

_ Bullion, silver ---s--sssssssescereceeeeeceessececety | 4,607.95 | 1,842,192 20.0} 8.75 | 1,515 00.0 |... .eeeeeee|eeeereeseecees:| 4,611.70 | 1, 848,707 20:0 a 

9 Foreign coin. en os pe ee ode | bf : 

Mexican dollars .....222-.ee02e02eeeeseeeeee-eez--| 1, 986, TLL. 18 | 2,000, 953 53.4} 358,225] 360,552 75.0 | 156, 810. 157,718 50:0 | 2,501, 746.18 | 2,519,22478.4 2 1 
English coin, gold..........0'/ee0+ses+e+e+--DOUDAS 4 543 52.9 | 103 | 502 715.3 |.cecceccee cea. [eceeetensesecees |. 214 1, 046 28.2. 
French coin, gold. ...----- 22-20 eeeeeeccee ee s+ 5 DCO 275 |. «1, 050 00.0 Q1 | 2) | as . 296 | = a1, 131 28-38 sod 

Spanish coin, gold-...-.-..2--0- --222-- ee eee ee dO. | 38). 12 00.0 |... cece ee cee [ieee ee ccc ween ns |e cece ees ee ees | semen emmnccesee: BY 12.00.0.0 0. 4 
Russian paper money......-..--.--..---+--. roubles pene teens cens[ewemen ee weenn nes [seseee eens ents lewenereceeteeeee |. "82,626 | . 60,482 23.2) 82,626 | 60, 482 23.2 wn 

Mota... seeeeeeeeteesceeeeeesesegecseeceesae, [eeseeeessreses| 9) 55% 241 51.8 |eseeeeeeesees| 2742, 972 TB. 1 wre sesecesess| 923,810 21.0 |o..ceeeee---- | 12,526,024 50900 0 

. y . ve - | ‘TMPORTS. - Dees . res & Us { fe pen ee _ a re a oo po ~ a ~ —— : we _ - ms 

Doo ey Foreign coin, Cog gfe ee en Sd. i _ f. oo - oe Cet Bey eg 

/ Mexican dollara........s.eeceecceeeeeeeeseeesces 2+-| 1,078, 422 | 1, 084,004 12.0 | 232, 411,76 | 233,455 87.8 | 160,620) 161, 668'20.0 | 1,471, 453.76 | 1,479,128 19.8 
_ - Russian PAPE! MONCY.2-..--- ee een e eee eee ne -TOUDIOS | oe cece eee ee [eee eee cence eee [recor eeeec ens ceweuvcceaeceee-| - 51,900] 37,990 80..0-|: 51, 900 37,990 80.0 2 ey 

Chinese coin, SUVET 2.2. eee eee eee eee een CAC) | lee ee cee eee lee ete eee eet ees lee ee ee ee eect Peete ce eens een es : 2; 500 3,358 25.0; © . 2,500} 3, 3858 25.0 ee 

Bullion, gold... 22.00. seen ee cece ee cece ee eee nee OLY. | seen eee ees | sent eeeeer ceeeee 3.885] 1,616 00.0 |... ccc e eee nf ieee ee eee e eee | | 888 16600050 2 Ly 

- Bullion, silver......cc.c.sssceseeceeersesceeesee@O..| crssscecseses|eserereeeeereees| 9/8546 | 92,355 02.0 |... .seeeeeee [oeeeeeceecereees | 8,851 46 7 92,355 03.0 

| © Goin, silver... ie ce eee cee conse cece seen cee qencecend: [oceteetentece:[coneeeeneenscens[ceneeeneee eee: |saeeaececeeeeeer [ceeeenece ene: 18,000 00.0 |.....2.-2--.--]7  13,00000.0) es 

.  Prade dollars... 2.05.22. see eee eee eee eee DOO | 6,841 | 6, 841 00.0 |... ee eee) ce eee eee lee eee ee eee eweneseceeeceeep > «66,841, 2 6,841 000-0 

re Total ..-ce-sieccereccseecerccececececccvecsces|occccesvessee.| 1,090, 845.120 |.ceeeevenceeee] 327,426.90, 8 |. fe.ceeeee e222] 216,017 25.0 |-..20----- eee] 1,634,289 278 pe .
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: Pe  . Camparative table of specie and bullion exported to and imported from the various. countries Pe , 

oe Oo Countries Value. : 

1 ne Exportsto— nO . , Gold yen. -Sen. > : oo | Great Britain... --..-.---- ++ ss0e 0+ cn ee ne eee chee cece cee eee neues ceeeeceeeeceecees| 7,685,951 911 Fo British Possessions, Hong-Kong and Singapore.......--2.--ccecsceeeccee-----s.. 1, 810, 429 64.3 poof a0 000 CHING ....- 2. ee eee cee ee eee ee ence neecnee tease eee ee ene wees eee ees.| 2,784, 860 76.9 oo United States of America...... 2.2.0... 2.2 ee cee eee eee ee cele ce neces cones cele ee. 32, 476 00.0 : re Franeo ...--. 2.2202 ence cee eee cece eens wenn nn eben ee cece es eee eee cence eee pe - 17, 777 00.0 zg 5 All other countries ... 2-2... .ce ee cence eee eee ee cece cece cece beeen elena ceeee 193,529 19.6 ac . Imports from— : . a - Great Britain. .-.....-- 20. oeee ee ee ae ere e eee een cence tence seen ee concen cence cane eee: 25, 168 19.0 ; i British Possessions, Hong-Kong and Singapore............2. 02. ceceeeeeecesees ee. 265,512 03.8: | aC Chima aon e enon oe canine cee ne te teceetee et nce ce scenes cnecateteseseecenescencesesee | 1,259,756 25.0, | -: _ United States of America 22.2.5 ...0 0. isc cece cen nc ce ae veeneecnnece cee en cecnee 35, 862 00. 0° | go All other countries .....- 2.22.2 ese eee e cece e ee nee cece eee cneeeceeeeceesece seneer cred 47, 990 80. 0- 

to . | i Grand summary. | 

i je . - Value. =|. Duty. Declared value. | Duty. 

: . EXPORTS. —_ _ ' ee oo | Gold yen. Sen. |Gold yen. Sen.| Gold yen. Sen.| Gold yen. Sen. . i 2 Domestic productions, dutiable...-.|...... 52.0... e eee leew eee eee ee oe 16, 976, 891 95.9 709, 477 34.7 | 7 Domestic productions, free of duty. bebe ee een cee ec fen n ene ec cenee 383, O76 80.7 |........-..c0-ee i oe - Domestic productions, free of duty, | . | a. - for ship’s use ........-..0.2 222s [eae ee ene e ec ceenes Wenearesacness 717, 870 07.0 |... eee eee OO - Domestic productions, free of duty, — . . i G0. 2 Feimports.....-.. 2.2.2... .ee ee: 198 25.0 |... eee eee eee cece eee e cee e ee ee es | 

Ro Total ....2.. 20.2.0. ee ceeee. essen eeeececeree:|seeeeeseeseees] 18,077, 838 83.6} 709, 477 34.7 { 

ke _ Foreign productions, dutiable......|...-..2...2.cec00-]/seeeceeete sees] 28,753,513 78.6) 986,01004.5 ae Foreign productions, free of duty..|..........2. ccece.|ecucaescees-e | ” 102, 426 25.6 |..... cece eee i _ Foreign productions, customs ap- - - i Boe praisement purchases...........-|..eeseseceeeseceee seman nebineee 9,466 S71) 212 63.6 i | Soe Foreign productions, for govern- yf - - ees i Poon ment U80. ..--. 2-22.22 - ee eee ee eee eee ee eee fee c ween ene en: 2,277, 007 55.7) 23,197 14.0 | be Foreign productions, re-exports.... | 648, 372 08.6 |... -.4 eee. ee. bee beeen eee eel eee ecm eee ec ee ne | 

Bon mo Total imports....-...---. weiss svewipsdectuocnecstesteee cease see 25, 743, 114 17.0 1, 009,419 82.1 
Po. Total exports .....0..-220er2-[seteeaeeeeeneeeens|-qeeessssacees| 18,077, 838 83.6 | 109,477 84,7 | pe Total imports... 2.22.02... 2 2 | eee tee eee ee eee Bees ee] 25, 743, 114 17.0 | 1,009,419 82.1 | 
Lo - . - ‘Total exports and imports ...|...........-...--. Lanvalelecesa. 43, 820, 953 00.6 | 1, 718, 897 16.8 - 
t 7 Be Imports, excess over exports.......| 7, 665, 275 33. 4 299, 942 47. 4 vecvecesenceseesee vesseuee wesceees Be, Treasure exported ..... 222... 020. lee nce eee nna] cccneccnccccee 12, 524, 024 51.9 |...0. 2. eee. i to. Treasure imported. ..........2..22.[.--- 22 ceeececce cee |cneecue cn eccees 1, 634, 289 27.8 |.....22.22...0-. | pss ixports, excess over imports ......| 10,889,735 24.1 fhe ee ne eee el cee cette eee | ween ce ean eeceee : :, _ Colleetions from— . oe . i Pe Storage and warehouse fees...... |... 22 eee cece elec ee cen ececclecnncceccceccecus. 11, 690 51.7 i Boe Entrance and clearance fees .....|. 02-22... en scene ncleccons ce ccene. wee e meee cece cane 22,561 32.0 ©. : . Miscellaneous . 22.2... 2. cece ce lege ce cece ne nec celecencecensce. ween nese eer ene eee 2,101 93.3 Co fo | et oo | po Potal ..- 20. -e eee cee see eee ete ee eee eeee eee eee ee ceeedeerereeee[iseeeeeeeceeceesss|  36,353-77.0 

oa : . : . 4 ; i
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Number and tonnage of vessels entered at and cleared from each of the open ports of Japan. ss 

pope | _|¥Yokohama.| Kobe. | Osaka. | Nagasaki. | Hakodate. | Niigita.  . >  § 

Flags of nationality. § _—————— Salaun Sine Ean ‘Seen cee —|—__— : | fe . 

eS Noy} Tons. |No.| Tons. |No. |Tons.|/No.| ‘Tons. |No.| Tons. |No.jTons.  - |. 

_ Japanese steamships .....-..| 1]. 1,448 |....]-A....-)...-)..20./ 47] 67,360] 1) Stdecaecd 0 0 
| British steamships ...........| 52. | 87570 | 6 | 7% 199 |--.-).22.2-|57 | 45,199 | TF] ave lUEiD 0 og 
“United States steamships ....} 28 [115,147] 2] 2,248 |..-./..---.] 50 | 55,955 |o..-[ ep 

|. French steamships.........-./ 27 | 31,113 |...-)...0.-0.[-2-[ beef - Russian steamships.......22.)0 1) 9 495 [e.. [Leee eee -feeesfeee-ee| 12 | 3,900) 2] 120. 
~. Danish steamships..-...---2-)s-..) ee... -[e eee | reece ee fee ec feeee eed] 4] 1,819 [oo peepee fee 
.. - Duteh steamships.-.....0.-.6).0--)--222---f D] 2, 100 fone ete ele [eee ee fee leew eee cclnetfeeeeee or 
--.. Japanese sailing-vessels......)..2 | enece eel] eee [ewe eee ee [ee eelesewecfeee feeceeet | 1 (QD ice eeeeee OS ea 

. -«. British sailing-vessels..--..../-40 | 19,760 | 13) 7,946 |..../......) 39 | 17,546 | 10 |. 2,910 |... eee 
_-,” United States sailing-vessels.| 17 | 12,929 | .4 |. 1,854 |....]......} 20 | 12,717 | 3 O46 [eee fees 

French sailing-vessels .......|.--.| -.--202-|----[eeeeeece[enee[ecenee| 4.) 1,801 J.o--] eee fee hie Ree | 

German sailing-vessels ....../ 23 | 6,076 | °9 | 2,352 |.-..[-----2] 12 | 3,770 | 5] 1,179 eee 
. ~ Danish sailing-vessels--......|.. 5. R59 |. cn. [seen e ee [een jeenee | 2 (ORB | ne fenee ees tlvee deweeee 0 A 
... Austrian sailing-vessels....2.)0 1) 646 |... [eee fee pene eee [eee [eee owen [rece feeeee eel [eeeefeeoeee | sas on 
_* » Russian sailing-vessels..-....[ 4) 868 |---|... nee. fee e[eee ee efeee | eee eee cf eee feee nsec cfieetfeeeeee 0 0 fe 

Hawaiian sailing-vessels...5.) 1) © 473 j.-..|..-2ee- 2 [eee feeeeee] 1 473 [calf eee lle ee face 
Norwegian sailing-vessels....) 2].  844.).-..|-.22 2, oc feeee ewe wee | ee peewee ee ef cee] feeewecelreccfeweeee = Se 

~ Dutch. sailing-vessels'.....0-2) 1}. 187 [ese pees e ee [eee lee eee efene [eee e te efecee| eee eec[ee ee [ieeee en RS 
_ Chinese-sailing-vessels.......]....).--+-.-- pect | iseeee ss feeeefeeewee| OY 1,368 oo. ] eee epee fee 

“ | | ENTRANCE. eS J an abe fo of po oop | a mee 7 oe 

- Japanese steamships. ........ 3 4,002 Jess Sty ce fs 49 | 71,481] 1 ji 81 |... sales s cee ose AS , 
..». British steamships. ..........) 77 (114,026 | 7 | 6,384 [2.../ 0.2222] 387 [22,508 |. 1 | 472 [oecfeceee ON ye 

United States steamships ....] 33 | 126,032 |....) ..-2.- 2 [ees fee eee | ST | 70,930 |e eee eee lee ween te 
~ French steamships. ......-..-|.27 | 31,078 |.--.] 00.222 free el ewe ene [eee [eee e et cepa lec l ewww eee efeeeefeecaee, ae. 
: Russian steamships.........-) 1] | 498 |.--.[.--2c-..|eeeef-eeeee} UL-| 3,320 1.2] 592 ese. feces ee 

-German steamships... 2.2... ]ee--| meee ct fe eee] ween epee ee] ween] 1 Q10 |oeecpeceecee [eee bese eee i a 
j ~ Danish steamships. .....--.0.[-22-| ceeeeee[e eee fee eee ee freee [eeeeee] 4] 1,839 [oof ce epee 
+». Duteh steamships ..-........) 1 F720 |. 2.) eee ee fee peewee |e eel cece ufo eee |ecawecuelewev] ceweee) oe 

- British sailing-vessels........) 48 | 26,579 | 5 | 3,034 |....[....../ 42 |.18,919 | 8] 2414} OO eg 
United States sailing-vessels.| 21 | 16,952} 3 | 2,072 |.0. |..-.-./ 18 | 11,223} 2) 282 [cle 

_.. French sailing-vessels .......|.--.|.----2--|.--.[-eee-0- [ee feeeeee| 6 | 1,791 foe eee eee eee a 
-. >». German sailing-vessels.......) 24] 6,95L | 10 | 2,619 |....)......| 13 | 3,860} 2 252 [ee feeeeee 

- Danish sailing-vessels .......| 3 5Q5 |....] -.-----].--.]------] 2 528 |.---] eee ee pec e fewer 
+ Austrian Sailing-vessels .....| 1 G4G foe 2] cee e ee | eel eee fee [cee eee few e el eee ee ec feeesfeweeee ESE 

Russian sailing.vessels .-....| 4 | 1,905 |....).-----.-]--0.J.-----] TD]. 120 [ose peepee fee Oa 
_. Hawaiian sailing-vessels.....|... |..------|---.[ 8-2-5.) -2efieee ee | 2 | 946 |e ef eee eel ceed eee eee 

Norwegian sailing-vessels....| 1. ATO | caine eee fee na] eee | wee | seem wee elem esl eee weecelemecfvewece ee 
_- Duteh sailing-vessels ..2.....)0 1. ABT [owe peace epee ep ewes | ee flee eee [eee [reeeeeecleecsfeeeees eS a ® 

- . . Chinese sailing-vessels.....6.)... |.---.6-- seesfeeseee ss veeeleweeeed 3 — 1,368 weee[ieeeee es [eee |eneeee a oe ee 
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sir, Bingham to Mr..Evarts. 

| No 642) = ~~ Unirep Stares Luearion, Japan, = ass (ts 
oo Poke’, October 8, 1877. (Received November 9.) > 

Sir: Again referring to instruction “separate” of date August 20, = 4 § 
| 1877, in relation to the methods by which our trade with Japan may be =) 

judiciously fostered, I have the honor to report that afew days sinceI -. 4 

_ had an interview with Mr. ————, an American now herein the in- = :§ 
m terests of our countrymen the Messrs. —_——_——_. Mr. ————— said to | _ = oe 

_ me that a large market could be secured in Japan for our cotton pro. =. 
-. duetions by a direct: effort through intelligent agents sent hither; by = =». § 

our manufacturers and merchants for that purpose, but he added that = ~#& 
_ the trade cannot be secured to our country by mere written corre. § =  °.4 
- spondence, and that the Japanese dealers do not and will not go— . ae 
_ abroad to select and purchase. He also said that the English wateh = =. =
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Poo this market closely, and send their agents to reside here to introduce and. , 

|. dispose of their fabrics. He handed me a memorandum, in which he . | 

foo: shows the quality of cotton: cloth and yarn which might. profitably, in — , 
i. .-__ his opinion, be introduced into Japan from the United States,and which 

t-... also shows the quality of cotton goods put off upon the Japanese by © 

i... _ England and to some extent the prices paid for the worthless fabrics. | 

}-... [have the honor to inclose herewith for your information a copy of the 

j2 °°. memorandum. © co | BS 7 7 

Poo You will observe that it is stated in his memorandum that the gray : 
ft -__.: shirtings made for this market in England are of the poorest cotton — | 

| grown, and so light as to. be of no practical value, and yet are sold at 
Poe from $1.40 to $2.10 per piece of seven or nine pounds, 39 or 45.inches 
Po in width and 3884 yards to the piece, imported in bales, compressed, = 

Poo of about 12 cubic feet to the bale. . a oe a 

i. ~—--—s_ Of the white shirtings Mr. ———-— says they are loaded with terra 
j.<.°___. alba and starch to give appearance and weight, but being washed prove’ 
Peo to be the flimsiest material known to the trade. He suggests that the = 

oo width of cotton goods wanted by the Japanese for their use should be — 

i 30 and 36 inches only, and that if such goods honestly made were sent 7 
i. _-- by our manufacturers to Japan, a growing market could be made for : 

i. them here at satisfactory prices. I have no doubt the same could be ! 

... done with cotton prints: and cheap woolen goods of the width named. 

i °- If eotton yarns of the sizes and proportions used here and specified in i 
to the inclosed -memorandum “ well bleached and softly twisted” were for- 7 

| ne warded by our merchants through competent agents, they would at the | 

i prices quoted laid down here find a ready sale. — | 
Poo I have, Se., Oo a ! 
Poo i — JNO. A. BINGHAM, : 
too | Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 

i : an Gray shirtings, made in England for this market, are manufactured from the poorest: | 

| ae - cotton grown, woven so light that there is no practical value in the market price for 

; aa these goods. - . —_ . ee _ | 

Zz - 7 pounds, 384 yards, 39 inches wide, per piece -..-.- nenececcceceea-ee- $140 to $1 75 , 

oe 8 pounds, 384 yards, 39 inches wide, per piece .-..-.-.-.-------------- 155 to 2 3 | 
f:° °°. 8 pounds, 384 yards, 45 inches wide, per piece .. .-------------++---+-- 180to 220. 
- 9 pounds, 384 yards, 45 inches'wide, per piece ..---.-.----------- ----- 210t0 270. |) 

os os a put up in bales compressed to measure about 12 cubic feet to the bale. | Se - . 

-_ Through competition by, the English manufacturers. endeavoring to obtain the 

a . market by low offerings, the quality has been reduced so low that the Japanese donot 
Poo. ‘take the quantity of these goods they would if thé quality had been kept up to a fair 

i... standard. The Japanese prefer their own make, which is manufactured largely from | 

OO. imported yarns. a eee | 
: mo | _° WHITE SHIRTINGS., oo: | 

i an os | Bata small amount imported in comparison with the gray shirtings; what have | 

i: SC been sent from Evgland are loaded with terra alba, and starch, showing an apparent — | 

i finish and weight, but on washing they became the flimsiest material known to the. | 

pe trade. No doubt if an honest-made article, capable of doing some service, was sent 

ae here, proper widths, 30 and 36 inches of our inanufacture, a growing market could be : 

ae made at satisfactory prices. Se | opm ina ! 
; ee - Tmportation of the above in 1875, 46,637,309 yards, value $2 616,723 ; 1876, 56,367,194 

io yards, valne $2,997,595. BO |



-. “It is with English prints the same as with white shirtings, though not tothesame = 
|. extent that terra alba and starch are used, and the new appearance of the printsis = 

deceptive. The sale is not as yet large for these goods, but if a good quality of well 90 oy 

A assorted: patterns was regularly. sent, with the required widths and lengths of 30 — oe ae 

“inches wide, 24 yards to the piece, a growing market for our manufactures could ds 

| not answer, nor can they be made to answer unless altered to the above-mentioned =. 

widths and lengths vn account of the entire difference in the mode of dress. Ot OES on : 

po CORON YARN oe 

__. The sizes used by the Japanese are 16 and 24, 28 and 32, 38 and 42, sold by the picul = oe 

im bales of 3 piculs, or 400 pounds, in 10 pound bundles, 40 bundles to the bale,com- ss 

_- pressed so as to measure about ll4 to 12 cubic feet. 
~The proportions wanted are: 60 per cent., 16 to24; 20 per cent., 28 to 32; 10percent, 9 oo | 

oe ‘i to 42. Importations, 1875, 137,253 piculs, value $4,057,850 ; 1876, 147,099 piculs, value. a 

"Phe quality of the yarnsis only fair. India cotton is used inthe manufacture, which =, ss 
-. . reduces the standard, consequently can be sold somewhat less than what the American © os 

_. yarns.can be sold for. Notwithstanding this commercial advantage in favor of the gs s..' J 

_ English, American yarns, if made to suit this market, well bleached and softly twisted, —§ 
-. gan be laid down here at prices quoted and can at once find as ready a sale as the. 

“  Englishmake. ss - | | PE gE ea 

a MEXICO, 

--No. 187 , ~ CONSULATE-GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, 
en : _ Mexico, October 5,1877. (Received October 22.) J 

_.- §rr: In compliance with circular “ separate” of July 13, 1877, re- cle 

, lating to methods for increasing the commerce of the United States with = § 

. Mexico, anticipating, as is directed by the circular, the annual commer- 
-_ ¢ial report of this consulate-general, soon to be consolidated from the . ff 

reports of consuls, and_ otherwise made up and forwarded, I beg to..." 

_ transmit copies of two communications received by this consulate from. =. |, g 

_ two gentlemen, one now, and the other recefttly, in Mexico, the represent- J 
_.. atives.of two business-houses. of New York City, in which communica: = 
| tions some suggestions are found bearing upon the subject. 
_ For the moment I confine myself to mentioning the additional meas: ig 

- or sail freight-vessels to carry merchandise from ports of the United = =. § 

. States to Mexican ports, at freights so reduced that goods from the == | 
| United States can more successfully compete with Huropean goods. 

. *  Wery respectfully, &,. 

i Gonsul-Generale 

woe | ee a [Inclosure 1 in No. 187.] BE eo “ oe “ oo Se 

po oe Mi, Mason to Mr. Skilton, 

ee rere ‘Mexico Crry, October 2, 1877, ce ee 

-  §re: In reply to your letter of yesterday, in which you request I should giveyoua ©. § 
sketch of the classes of general merchandise that the United States can exchange.
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foo with profit to both republics, I have, in the annexed appendix, inclosed you a list, | 
i and can, with some experience through the United States, the West India Islands,and : 
i South America, assure you that there is a great field for such a trade. — | | 
a... ‘There are a few matters-to which I would like to draw your attention, viz: oo 
boo _ The advisability of establishing a United States bank agency. as : [ | ‘ Admittance of samples free of duty, or the Mexican Government to allow a draw- a Bele : ack, ‘ . | 
1-0... The readjustment of the tariff on a system of ad valorem. | | : 
: The heavy freight from the port of Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico. | mo 
;. ~~. The want of information of the tariff in the United. States. . | 
qo Ct The necessity of having consular polices and the form of filling them-up. These : 
: oa should be available with full information at the Mexican consul’s office in New York. 2 t- ~——-——ssb is but a duty on my part, which I gratefully comply with, to express to youmy =  —— 
: on acknowledgments for the great interest you have shown, and the many hours of your. 
I very valuable time that you, sir, have devoted as the pioneer of the great country you | 7....—-:~—S—s«sFepresent, in aiding toward the development of a new outlet for the consumption of =| 7: American manufactures and produce. — ae . : | 
i: As a stranger in Mexico, to which I am accredited from one of the leading houses in 2 
foe New York, it is gratifying for me to say that I have been very successful. The object 
i of the firm I represent is to open up a foreign export trade from the United States, — 

i, and I find that Mexico will be a very available market in this respect, especially when | 
} =>. mutual concessions are made between the two countries on a liberal scale, and to — 
a be established on a reciprocal basis. | : 
Foo _. It is with much pleasure that I thank you for the very valuable and useful informa- 
to tion, in connection with the products and trade of the Mexican Republic, you have un- 
i. | - hesitatingly always afforded me; also, for vour cordial hospitality so happily spent at 
aos, . your consulate. ee 7 : : . : 
| ee I have the honor to be, sir, gyours, very obediently, - 

ne | | GEORGE MASON. | 

Pee - _ APPENDIX, — | 

boo = Merchandise suiting Mexican market. ao | 

| Acids. . — - Cotton, bleached in thread. a | 
Go Plows and cultivators. . | Cotton, bleached inthe piece. = 

.~—.-~—Ssé&Beer, ale, and porter. | Cotton goods, printed. — _ eo 
aa Bells. Ce Duekse co i ’ Bilhiard-tables.- ee Prise ee | ~~  Blacking. | . rs | Sail-cloth,. = a 
: Engravings. ne | Cotton yarn, 7 " 
BF Biscuit. + Drugs_-and chemicals. | - 
- Rye-flour. . | Faney goods. 
@° + ~~ Brooms and brushes. . Glassware. cc 
fou Candles (patent). | Hats and caps. - eo — #).:)~.~S”s&RRRaiilroad cars and engines. - | | India-rubber goods, manufactures of. ! 
a Machinery of all kinds. , ‘Nails and spikes. : 
1). .~—t™:«COCilocks, - : | Edge tools. | 
a Coal... | 4 | Hardware, shelf. ae a | 
; Coal-oil and petroleum. von Arms and revolvers. . | ae Boots and shoes. ; | Varnish. a Soa een ak 
foe. Pianos. . ' | Ready-made clothes. OS 

ee Organs. : _ | Household furniture. Cn 7 
i. ———~——s Cartridges and fuses. : . | Wooden-ware. | | | 
ic Gunpowder. oo Willow-ware. _ . 
- Mining-powder. 7 Canned vegetables. oo : 
fo Paints, oils, and colors. Quicksilver. _ a . A 
pore Patty, , -Sewing-machines. — . | 

| Paper. | oo | : | Perfumery. - 
' ~~ | Stationery. - oo . Trunks and valises. - | 1 
te Printing-press and type. so Carpets. | , 4 
-~ _ Bacon and hams. a _Oileloths, a 
i, Butter and cheese. — a Harness. - mo 
oO Condensed milk. a Coachmakers’ furnishings. | oo 

i; ©. Dried fish. CS Soaps. pe, 
ae Canned meats, fish, and fruits. . a a
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I Mtrco, September 29, 1877. 
_.\ The under-igned, representative of the house of ———, New York, recently visited §, 

this city with a view of trying the experiment.as to the possibility of offering with ...-. § 
-.. gueécess, to the Mexican commerce, light hardware, fancy goods,and plated ware. The... & 

~~ struggle has been a serious one, for the reason that the houses.so long established,and © (ss 
o continued by the younger members of the firms for'so many years, have, therefore, had > 

permanent agents and correspondents in Europe, from whom they have received their == 5. 
goods, and through whom they have given their orders. J have, however, beenreason- = 5. 

 - ably successful in persuading buyers here that we can furnish goods of a superior. . >: 4 
quality, and at such prices‘as will make it for their interest to purchase of American. - ss 

_. manufacturers. I find that a great obstacle met with has been the high daties collected, | 
|... by the Government of Mexico on many art:cles of manufacture, and also the fact that = ©. 4% 
; duties are charged on gross weight, that is, case and packing. The “Free Zone” on = = ws 

the northern frontier is an obstacle to the profitable introduction of goodson which  -° . = 
duties must be paid, 

ES ea a NO. BBS a ee 

So Mr, Skiltonto Mr. Hunters 

No. 191.] .. CoNSULATE-GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES,  |.—:— & 
Mexico, December 30,1877. (Received January 5, 1878.) 

 Sre: ER BET 
. he goods which can be imported into Mexico from the United States (‘ass i <g 

with. advantage are principally prints, low classes of dry-goods, hard- = =. § 
-. . ware, house-furnishing goods, arms,and machinery. 
. The representatives of American houses who have visited this capital =. ¢ 

and other parts of the country here during the past year have received... J 
-.- orders for goods to a considerable amount, and the demand will increase, «©... ..§ 
-. as said goods are giving satisfaction. One hardware house alone, es.) 6 

tablished in this city, will retail over $200,000 of American goods during’ = 
- (the current year. Sy RS 

he railway rates from Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico are asfollows: =... . 
-. First-class freight, $76.05 per ton; second-class freight, $65.18 per ton; =. 
_ third-class freight, $54.32 per ton, in. Mexican dollars, The average  —_... 

_ freight. may be calculated at second class, but a large portion goes =—=——..- 
through as third class, especially on articles from the United States. If - = ff 

_ @ reduction could be obtained on these rates, as well as on those of the; =. § 
. over-sea steamers, as referred to hereafter in the present report, trade =~. § 
_ would be largely increased. {gg Pia Ee RE ong 
| Jt is the belief of this consulate-general that legislation on the part.of =. .—-—s 

the Congress of the United States can increase the commerce between  - . § 
- the United States and Mexico by granting a subsidy toalineof steam- =. 5 

ers carrying freight between the ports of New York and New Orleans  .... § 
— «and Vera Cruz and Tampico. Such subsidy should be sufficiently great = 5.) 

to enable such line of steamers to reduce their rates of freight somuch °°. § 
.. lower than. those collected by the lines: running to the Mexican Gulf = 
~~ ports from Liverpool and St. Nazaire, as to induce buyers in Mexicoto = =: 4% 
- seek their purchases inthe United States, 

“The present large importing houses of Mexico are such as have gener--. ss 
- ally existed for many years, the oldest partners retiring to Europe or’ 

elsewhere, upon acquiring a competent fortune, and leaving their sons == = 
or younger partners or clerks to follow in the same channel. These «© - 4 
houses have had, for years, their agents and correspondents in thevari- = = .°] 
ous manufacturing and business cities of Europe, from whom they have’ © .°.§ 

ordered and order goods. It will be difficult to induce such Mexican . = §
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i... . buyers to escape from this routine, unless low freights as wellasreduced 
}..-~—s- prices call loudly for their attention. But itis believed that much can | 

fT... be accomplished by the legislation above referred to. The time now — | 
#. . ‘occupied in ordering goods for Mexico, for delivery at Vera Cruz and | 
7... Tampico, and receiving the same is usually from three to four months, | 
} ~~ while by ordering and duplicating orders through the telegraph via Mat- | 
i. , | amoras and New Orleans, from fifteen to twenty days will-be sufficient — 
j.°. for the receipt of goods at Vera Cruz, resulting in diminution of exchange =| 
mo on funds, interest on money employed, &c. Should buyers prefer to pay | 
ee for their goods by shipments to the United States, such shipments will | 

i... naturally be increased, as well as the duties arising to the United States ss 
t..°. Treasury ; for such increased exports and imports must be many times 4 
t—__ greater than the sum necessary to subsidize a line of steamers, so that = 
+: __. their rates of freight can be reduced to a schedule from 25 to 40 per cent. _ 
foo. less than that of the European lines running to Mexico. The present 

i. _ rate of freights to Vera Cruz from the European ports,isagslaminformed 

i ‘from $7.35 to $36.37 per ton, while the rates by the lines of F. Alexan- | 
#2. ~—s dre. & Sons, as Iam informed, are $14.10 to, $23.50 per ton from New | | 
bow. York to Vera Cruz and $10.50 to $16.36 from New Orleans to Vera / 
eo Crug a | | | | | 

boo I add hereto a communication received by me, on this subject, from 
y- :-  . Mr. John Alexandre, of the,firm of F. Alexandre & Sons, of New York, 
j.~.. | Who happens to be in this city, from which you will observe thatitis — 
a... his opinion that his line can reduce even their present rates of freight = 

a from 25 to 50 per cent. by receiving a subsidy from the government of ' 
too the United States of $125,000 per annum for the New York.and Vera’ 
i. -. Cryz line, and $75,000 per annum for the New Orleans and Vera Cruz | 
i line: mon, | | re a | 
jo so | - | a MEXxIco, December 14, 1877. ce 
a Hon. J. A. SKILTON, | So! oy et tas Se | 
ia a | Consul-General of the United States, Mexico: = | es | 

Poo Dear Sir: In answer to your inquiry respecting the difference between the present 
oe rates of freight charges by the different English.and French lines of steameis from : 
a -  Kurope to Vera Cruz, and those charged. by our line (Alexandre line) from New York | 
a... .-  . to Vera Cruz and from New Orleans to Vera Cruz, running every three weeks, I beg. to | 
Pe state that although I am away from the headquarters of our lines (New York), still I. | 
i ' think that I can answer your inquiry sufficiently for the present... oS a 

As per within copies of bills of lading for goods arrived this year at Vera Cruz,;ex 
goo. Royal Mail Packet Company from Southampton, ex French Transatlantic Company 3 
goo from France, ex West India and Pacitic Steamship Line from Liverpool, ex Liverpool | | 
- Line from Liverpool, you will see that these lines charged from 30 shillings and 10 per oo 
Looe, eent. primage to 135 shillings and 10 per cent. primage per ton of 40 cubic feet, or 2,240 
: a pounds, at option of steamer, which, in our money, is $7.35 to $36.37 gold per ton; 

ae while the rates charged by our line at present.are; from New York, 35 cents per cubic 
i foot, or 1 cent per pound. and 5 per cent. primage; from New Orleans, 25 cents per. 
i. cubic foot, or 2 cent per pound, and 5 per cent. primage ; which is equal to $11.70 to” | 
Pe $23.50 per ton from New York, and $10.50 to $16.36 per ton from New Orleans. > > | 
Po In answer to your inquiry, whether, in my opinion, “the trade in export of manu- | 
t... |. factured and other goods from the United States to Mexico would increase ifthe Amer- = 
| oe ican Government would grant aid (subsidy) to our line of steamers, so as to run the od 
Se steamers oftener, and particularly to allow us to lower our rates of freight, so low that | 

| ae ._. American manufacturers could compete with. Europe in furnishing a large percentage oS 
Poe of what now comes all from Europe;” to this inquiry I can easily answer it, and I | 
a think you or avy one else will‘understand that if our government gave us a subsidy of 

7 ~ about $125,000 per annum ‘for the: New York line and ‘$75,000 per annum for the New 
.. Orleans line, which sums are not one-half of what the.French and English lines receive | 

: we could reduce our rates of freight, say 25 per cent. to33 per cent., and even 50 per cent. a 
| Se (the latter on cheap goods), which. would enable American merchants and manufactur: | 
So ers to compete successfully for the Mexican’ trade, or, at least a large portion of it, - 7 

| besides offering more frequent communication, resulting, that, before long the United 3 
oo States would have a very large demand for its manufactures. ) — | 
i From the last report of the French line it is stated that they received from their gov- 
i. ernment, as subsidy, the sum.of 2,208,864 francs, equal to $441,778, gold, perannum. =
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‘Phe exact snm received by the Exiglish lines I am not prepared to give, but I feelcon- 

~~ ident it is also avery considerablesum- co a Se 

- “"“With’the aid our lines receive since 1867 from the Mexican Government, you are 0 sf 
aware of the increased benefits to both the United States and Mexico, so ifwereceived 
greater aid, you can easily understand that we would be in a fine position to take ae 

"away from Enrope a large percentage of a trade now almost wholly monopolized by a 
'. England and France. = er wT DN ag Se Ae ae 

-. = Weryrespectfully, ye we ne Ene ST ee 

ae eee we ae op ess _ JNO. E. ALEXANDRE. 0 eg 

2 ame Boe 
JULIUS A. SKILTON, dw 
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eo  QonSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, = El 
es "Acapulco, October 1, 1877. (Received January 5, 1878.) oe 

gm: ee Se hee EE oe a ol 

a a Re 
‘Anxious to comply with the recommendations made to consular-offi- oe 

cers by the Department in the circular of July 13, 1877, 1 would state. 0. sf 
| that, in.my opinion, with efforts made with patience and prudence. in ae 

/ + the right direction, the United States might soon be enabled to compete = og 

/ _ guecessfully with Europe (Manchester) in the production ot cotton, linen, 
and woolen manufactures suitable for the west coast of Mexico,the =. || 
more so as of late interest on capital and wages of operatives in the ora 
United States have been reduced very nearly to the rates of England. . | ee 

.. One of the greatest difficulties in the way of American merchants is 

without any doubt the long-established relations between the commis- _ Se 

- gion-houses in Europe and the importers on this coast. In many cases a ee 
the establishment here is only a branch of the house in Europe. The.) 

result of these close relations naturally is that a great many articles. 4 
.. which might be -imported advantageously from the United States are =~ oe 

brought from Europe, and nearly all the exports find their way to Huro-. . «> «ff 

pean markets. oe 
-- Rates of interest charged in accounts between European houses and 2 

the merchants of this coast are regulated by the rate of the Bank of © . J 
— Emgland, eee ee 
- -Yalso must state here thatthe merchants on this coast complain of |. 

high commissions in New York, and of high rates of freight fromand =. 
to New York. For instance, whilst freight from New York out is $600 0 

| ‘Brown domestics are manufactured plentifully for home consumption Oe] 
in the country from cotton cultivated on this coast, and the high pro- +44 

 tective import duty of 9 cents per square meter renders the importation ~ . -§ 
of the foreign article impossible, Oe See 

.. It may safely be asserted that the business done annually between = 
"Manchester and the ports of the west coast of Mexico amounts to _ So 

$4,000,000. 
Among the staple cotton goods brought to this coast from Manchester =». . J 

fancy prints occupy the first place, being of more consumption thanany = © 

other article, and deserve to be described as minutely as possible, as- coe 

-- wellas the manner how they are made up and packed. © Bo at aa de a 

--_... {he importer selects from patterns furnished to him from Europesuch ws J 
as may suit the particular taste of the inhabitants of acertain district, = 4
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oe having obtained from the Manchester printer the privilege of having te ' printed the minimum of ten pieces of each pattern; thus, if needed, he can: | f -- -— obtain small lots of ten bales, of fifty pieces of assorted patterns each, 
bo. and suit all his customers. The printing cloth used for these prints is | i ~.- 14 by 15 threads in one-fourth of one inch Square, 28 to 29 inches wide | to ‘when printed, well “ swissed ” (starched and mangled), as this operation — 
i is called at Manchester, made up in pieces of 24 yards; the colors are 
t+. -  .. fast; cost-price of piece at Manchester 7s. 2d. to 7s. 6d., approximately, — 2 it. according to price of printing of pattern, exclusive of commissions, ex- tt . penses of packing, ete., etc.; import duties on prints per square meter, to Say 14 cents; sell per piece at $5.25 to $5.50. As these goods have ho _ to be transported on mules. to the interior of the country, exposed on a ~~. the road to all sorts of accidents, they must. be packed very carefully, = i: viz: Hach bale of fifty pieces has inner wrapper of brown or bleached. 2 icc cotton of 9 yards, inner paper, inner wrapper of Hessians (hemp pack- | Po ing cloth), tarpaulin, and at last outer cover of Hessians. Such a bale - ! +. _ is then compressed and bound with iron hoops, weighs from 180 to 190 : | pounds, and is better suited for transportation over rough roads than a 2 MO case. | PE | 
~~. _~—-«*T have had the opportunity of examining patterns of American prints | 
i: sent to a house at Acapuleo by a large New York honse, said to be of | ho *soready sale in the West Indies, Central, and South America. Although | oe they are of a superior quality (15 by 16 threads for one-fourth of one | 
deo inch square), they are not so well “‘swissed” or finished as the Manches- | 
yor ster article, and for this reason, as well as on account of their unaccus- | 
a: _. tomed width of 25 inches, would not sell readily on this coast. © 
pe _ A better quality of prints is imported under the name of French im- | 
- ~—-_—s itation prints (percales); that is to say, select French patterns with | 
Foo, French finish, made up in pieces of 44 meters. Printing cloth used for 
+. __—s these prints is 15 by 15, or 15 by 16 threads in one-fourth of oneinch feos square (like the American prints mentioned), 29 inches wide, cost at) 
i»... Manchester of piece of 44 Yards, 18 franes. In every case each baleof 
i. prints is accompanied by its corresponding sample-book. = | 
i...» Bleached cotton sheeting and shirting in several qualities and widths | 
- are the articles which rank second amongst the imports on the west) 
i =——si‘(it. Ct Of Meexicow BN ee , | i Import duties on the same are 9 cents per square meter. The article | 
to is generally made up in pieces of 40 yards. Special attention is paid ! i. ~~ to avery good and compact finish. The most salable and cheapest 2 
f-.- quality is of twenty-three threads in five millimeters square, with a | i -. . width of 28-29 inches, costing, at Manchester, per piece of 40 yards, about | 
i... ‘7 franes. This quality, 23 threads, 24 inches wide, sells, per Mexican. | 
i vara, at 11 cents; 27-28inehes wide, sells, per Mexican vara, at 13 cents 5 t. -.. ~—- 29-30 inches wide, sells, per Mexican vara, at 14 cents; 32 inches wide, © | 
i}. -___ Sells, per Mexican vara, at 15 cents ; 35-36 inches wide, sells, per Mexi- 
fe . ean vara, at 16 cents. Better qualities, up to thirty threads in five mil- 2 
:o-.*  limeters square, with calico or linen finish, ‘are also in demand and | 
i: imported largely. Ordinary qualities are brought long-fold, the better } 
i. ~—”—s qualities sometimes book-fold. = s—i( eo so — 8 i -—~—.-~—s Among other articles in demand are. printed jaconets, white ground. | : 
}-- ——- The quality generally bought for this market.is known at Manchesteras | 
Ro 12° (13°, 14°, &c., mean better qualities than 12°°°), costing per piece : 
i °.. of 24 yards, 28 inches’ wide, 6s. 8d. The import duties on the same are 2 
i 16 cents per meter square. They sell at $5 to $5.25; they are packed | 
i... in bales like prints. > | er OS : to Printed jaconet handkerchiefs are likewise of much consumption. ;



In quality, as per sample herewith, 28 inches-by 25-inches, they cost,at. sf 
- Manchester, according to colors, from 1s. 8d. to:28., and aremade upin ss sss 
_ trusses of 300 dozen—import duties thereon, $1.06 per dozen—sell gen- sf 

erally at $1.62 to $1.75 per dozen, re 
-- Together with these principal staple articles, a great variety of cot- = = ff 
. ton fabrics of minor importance, required for an assortment suitable... sg 

|. for the trade, are imported ; but only in small quantities compared with —°© = .7§ 
the consumption of prints:and bleached goods. i oes 

|... Linen goods occupy but a secondary position in the trade of this coast. == asi (ass 
. . -Jmport duties on thé same are 16. cents per square meter up tothirty =. 
- threads in five millimeters square, and 22 cents per square meterforall =... Jf 

above thirty. Some of the most current are the following: = 
.. Platillas and Silesias: from 27 to 34 threads in five millimetressquare, === —— 
.- 26 inches to 28 inches, and 35 inches to 36 inches wide, in pieces of 175 

-. and 35 yards. Silesias of 27 threads, as above stated, with a width of = ==. § 
-.. 85 inches, cost at Manchester dbout-83d. per yard. 

>. Creas, quality. 21 to 29 threads in ‘five millimetres: square, from 26to- 
29 inches wide; in pieces of 32 or.64 yards, cost price at Manchester of = . . § 

Grea, 21 threads, 28-29 inches wide, 64d. per yard. 
* Bretafias, quality 33 to 40 threads in five millimetres square, 35 to36 © 

inches in width, made up in. small fancy pieces. of 7 yards, book-fold; = 
gost price at Manchester of quality. of 33 threads, 35. to 36 inches wide, =. = § 
Wad. per yard, 

i 

‘hese articles are supposed to be of pure linen, ee 
_. For woolen manufactures there is but little demand. Blankets ofall - 2: 

kinds, as well as the ordinary qualities of cassimere and broadcloth,are = ° 4 
~ made in this country with high protective import duties. A littleof = |. -f 
- several fabrics of woolen and cotton, or pure woolen for ladies’ dresses =. ia 

_. mostly, like merino, and alpaca, &c., is imported, and likewiseasmall =: § 
quantity of the better qualities of light cassimere and broadcloth. AlN 3.4 
these goods are sold to customers with 6, 8, and even 10 months’ eredit, ©. 9-4 

or 1 per cent. discount per month if paid for before due. 
—--- It-is to be hoped that the Mexican Government may soon abolish the =. 
-_- ruinous export duty of 5 per cent. on silver coin, which is theonly thing =... § 

_. As far as other articles of American manufacture, like flour, lumber,» 
California produce, machinery, arms and ammunitions, candles, ship- =. «| 

-. chandlery, drugs; iron, hard; glass and earthen ware; furniture,edged- © > >] 
tools, coal-oil, groceries, stationery, wines, liquors, &c., &c., are concern-= 

: ed, I would only remark that the commercial relations between San... 
Francisco and the west coast are growing more important every year. == J 

Tam, &, = JOHN A. SUTTER, JR. Consuls 

i EN NG AO ES 
Se eg Mr. Morrillto Mr. Evarts. 

| No6lJ 0° UU NTPED STATES CONSULATE, = Ee 
oe _ Manzanillo, September 28, 1877. (Received November 2.) |] 

«Sir: In conformity with the instructions of your dispatch, dated the  .° 
> 18th of July, relating to the best method of promoting commercial rela- | 3 

tions between the United States and Mexico, I beg leave to submit the. = 
.. following report: © 8 Ue a 

, Very little of the commerce of Mexico is done with the United States, | 
_ for want of American merchants in the country to promoteit; for,owing = si 
.. to the general insecurity of property, and the trouble met with in the =... ..-f
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t.-__ eustom-houses, ignorance of the language, &c., our countrymen prefer : bo. ____ other localities. But by placing this country ina state of security, there 
{.:..* canbe no reason why American manufactures cannot be imported and 
i ~~. ‘eompete favorably with those of any other nation. _ es : 

t..::. In order to increase commercial relations with this country the first 
i. -Yequisite is peace in the country... ~~ | | | a a! 
i % an ae * &  * RO 7 
Reo It is believed that a treaty of alliance, guaranteeing the integrity of 
i:... _-Mexican territory and its independence, with the right of one nation to 7 
oe assist the other against internal and external enemies, would be popular | | 

Cc in this country and not objectionable to the United States. By such a _ | 
i |. treaty, the moral influence of it would be such that no troops would be ~*~ | 
i; necessary to be introduced to maintain peace, for it would be seen by = 

ae revolutionists that although they might overthrow the government. | 
jo... under ordinary circumstances, they could not do so if it were backed | 
i-... by the United States; and instead of getting into power through revo- | 
i. lation, would do so through the ballot-box, and thus inaugurate a ~ | 
ft... favorable political revolution in the country. | ae a 
Roo Peace thus secured, there would be .an opening for railroads built by | 
ij... . American capitalists; and where thereare railroads, American merchants, 
i.» mechanics, farmers, and, miners will follow, and carry with them Amer- ~— 
p>. i¢gan commerce, and there will be an end to the European monopoly. - | 
Poo _ A railroad extended from the Paso del Norte through the table-lands 
i... _ of this republic, via Chihuahua, Durango, Zacatecas, to Lagos, and from an 
os Lagos to Mexico, via Leon, Guanajuato, and Queretaro, to Mexico; 
bo another connecting at Lagos, via Aguas Calientes, San Luis Potosi, and | 
|... . Tamaulipas, to the Rio Grande, near Brownsville; branches connecting — _ : 
ft. ~~ at Lagos, via Guadalajara, Sayula, Zapotlan, and Colima, to Manzanillo, © 
foe and another connecting with the main line'in Chihuahua, and passing —| 
Po through Sonora to Guayntas, would open up the whole country to Amer- | 

f..—: Manzanillo being the only safe harbor for vessels between Guaymas 
oe and Acapulco, and there being an easy grade from the port through _ 

io the coast-range to the table-lands, offers special advantages over all = 
i.” ether ports for the main Pacific branch. = Oo | 

Be | —— 7 AUGUSTUS MORRILL, | 
Be ne . Consul. | 

bo oS Mr. Birney to Mr. Evarts.. oS oy 

ke No. 53.) . _LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, | 7 
bo | — ‘The Hague, September 30,1877. (Received October 13.) | 
i... ss Sr: Your “separate” communication of August 7th ultimo invites my | 
be . attention to the question how the United States may best enlarge their | 
}.-- °. trade with the Netherlands, and refers me to a rule which directs reports : 
i. tobe sent “upon such miscellaneous subjects as may be of importance,” | : 
to. specifying among others “ price of labor and food.” BO !
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| . ‘Phe first essential in aid of interchange of commodities is the posses- tJ 
gion of adequate shipping; fitted. out, suppliedyand matmed at arate 9°. J 
of expenditure that will enable the United States to compete success: = ¢ 
fully with the merchant marine of the Netherlands. The United.States. .. 
have an advantage over nearly all the nations of Europe by beingin =F 
possession: of virgin forests that: furnish all the timber necessary for. 

- -ship-building. But-the Dutch trader can send his vessels to the United .- oo ol 
States, import the timber, and with it build a vessel at less cost than 

~. he could build or buy it. in the United States. This. is owing tothe | Os a 

"to equip, supply, and man the vessel, he does it in thiscountry at avery =. 
much lower rate. He will, for example, engage a crew of able-bodied. ~ oe 

 geamen for from $10 to $12 per month each, at a rate lessened by half, 9, 0) 

at least, from that which he would be obliged to pay in the ports of the. oo 

.. It is only stating what.is self-evident to all commercial dealers, that; =... 

for the encouragement of interchange of commodities vessels must have: ee 

-- yemunerative freights upon outward as well as return trips. ‘he sta-— Na 

| tisties of the last year show that vessels coming from the United States. 
to this country brought cargoes, but that one-third of the number reef 
turned in ballast. © Within a few years the article of petroleum hascome- 

. into universal use in Holland. Itis allimported from the United States, 2 LE 
--  _-but the vessels that bring it, for the most part, return freighted only =. 1 # 

‘with empty casks. There is.also here. continuous.and reliable demand © 0.0 4 

* for cotton, grain, meat, lard, bacon, tobacco, and resin. The importa- — ag 

tion of these articles would be much larger if the vessels that-bring ©... « § 
them could carry back profitably coffee, madder, tin, glassware, gin, . ee 
wine, linen goods, and other manufactured articles. Holland being so. of 
 eentrally situated, has choice of the markets of the world. Asamatter (4 
of course, she will take her wares where the cost of introducing them =~ ved 
will be the least; and she will select what she needs forhome-consump- eg 

|. tion from the countries that can furnish them at the cheapest rate. Hers)", 
ships, equipped and manned at the reduced rate referred to, will success-- — ay 

fully compete with the vessels of any nation having a higher rate. ce Se Ee 
In the present antagonism between capital and labor in the United: © ct ee 

-- States, I cannot aid your inquiries better than by giving facts in regard fe] 
to the price of labor and the condition of laborersin Holland. — . od 

-.. _In this country, upon an area of ‘somewhat more than 20,000 English) - 000) 24 

-- square tniles, there live four millions of people.. There perhaps cannot. a 
| be found elsewhere an equal number occupying a similar area in which, of 
- @larger amount of wealth has been accumulated in individual owner-- .- -§ 

_ ship, and in. which the operatives or producers are more contented, and 8 4 

in possession of more of the ordinary needs of life, and less embarrassed... 

_» “{he average compensation of laborers in Holland does not exceed =e 
one-third of the average compensation of the same class in the United = 9 

- States. (L may note here that when I speak of prices, it will be more. =) + 
| Convenient to the reader to use the terms of the United States currency; 

the Holland florin, or its 100 cents, being of the same value as 40 cents. © < § 
-. ,- United States.) The ordinary workman in this country receives. from. 6 2/64 

-. 40 to 60 cents per day, according to the nnomber: of hours in which he: \- ce 
may have worked. It will not be amiss to remark thatthe difficulty which. 3) 

"has often threatened to be serious in the United’ States has been satisfac. ©). 
_ torily solved here by paying the workman by the hour, and giving him 3 84 
.... the privilege to work as many hours:as he pleases. The result is, that. +f 

the time of. work, instead:of: being less than ten hours, is;almost invarie. 9° os
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foo. ably in excess. Some continue at work ten, some eleven, some twelve, t and others even thirteen or fourteen hours. ‘During the summer months — | ij. = -.-~—sthere are eighteen hours of daylight in this latitude. They cancom- - ! i... mence. the working day at tive or six o’clock in the morning, rest for i. —s—sé rea fast-between seven and eight, rest, for second meal between twelve | i. and one and a half, and the third time between four and five, quitting = i ~—s at. any time before dark, which does not set in at that season until nine | | oO _ or nine and a half o’clock. That I may speak reliably, I have before — ! fo. .~ me the time-book of the superintendent of the workmen ofalarge brick = f° building’ being constructed for one of the government departhents. | | co The highest rate to the brick-layers is 7.20-cents per hour; others ree | ceived from 5.20 cents to 6 cents per hour. So that for a day of ten a. .... hours, the best received 72 cents, the inferior 52 cents, and at the same ——«™ : foo rate for additional hours, many of them making 14 hours per day. Men ! i... employed in sweeping. the streets of the city receive 40 cents per day. f° ——~—s Farm hands in the country receive less. Nor is this low rate of com- | i. —._~__ pensation confined to those. called laborers. It pervades all callings. Pee The policemen of the city are paid from $2.80 to $4 per week ; letter-- | bc carriers are paid at the same rate; well trained men servants who speak | Po more than one Janguage offer their services for from $8 to $10 per i... ~month; female cooks for from $3. to. $4 per month; house-maids for __ | i from $2.50 to $3.50 for the same time. . An experienced coachman hires 2 ft  —_ for $15 per month, and supports himself, wife, and child. upon this sum, f° Efficient merchant-clerks receive $306 to $600 per annum; schoolteach- = Pe ers In academies receive from $400 to $500, and the rector or principal of 2 t ..___ the chief high school in the city receives $1,100 perannum. The annual | | an allowance for members of Parliament Is $800, and for ministers of i... - state or cabinet officers $5,000 per annum. Barristers are regarded as | | {at the top of the profession when their receipts reach $8,000. Peo Sitting one day at dinner with a. very intelligent and prominent offi- — | {°° cer of the government, I inquired of him how it was possibleforemployés Bos. to live upon such meager wages. ‘ Possible!” said he wane live very Be. well; and experience has shown that the laborers have more saved, asa ! | general rule, at the end of the year at the present rate than when the | | ee compensation was higher.” = ee | : eT bo After many inquiries.and: some consideration given to the subject, I | i>... infer that the laborin g population maintain themselves by the low rates ' i. ~° of compensation for the following reasons: © a Se | Pec. 1. They are accustomed to 4 careful economy. If their wages are only CG | - — -> $38 per week, they will live within that‘amount by denying themselves : i. indulgence in the more costly articles... For purposes of revenue thegov- | ft‘... ernment treats meat and sugar as luxuries, and a tax is assessed upon 
[-... — -8o0 much of these articles. as: may be consumed within the country. They | fs are therefore very sparingly used by workingmen. Meat is of higher {.°. price here than in the United States, and this price is kept up by the r. . > demand in the London market, where all that Holland can spare finds _ ‘ I ‘ready sale. On account of cheap labor, vegetables and other products Do Poe of the farm sell very low. The cheaper grains aré used for bread. The : i. —__ laboring man obtains his rent:at a reasonable rate, As he lives chiefly | Poo in towns and cities, he takes an apartment or so much space as he aCe f°, ~~: tually needs for his family. Rents are low, because the taxes upon real | ro estate are very moderate. In his dress he ‘adopts the style and material i: that has been in use. for: many years,’ This can be made up at home, _ , i- . without resort to the shops. If he is employed on damp ground, he f..—s uses. the wooden instead of leather shoes. Many articles he uses are as | >. much lower in price than the same articles in the ‘United States as the oe
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rate of his wages is lower than: those given “theres This difference in °° 2. § 
price may be illustrated by an example. , Holland and the United States (9.0 = @ 
each import the stock or body of the silk hat from the same country. © = 
When you go into a store here to buy the article, after-it. has passed ss 

_ -through the hands of the operatives, you will be charged only $2.80 for - 

- thebest quality, but you may pay fora similar articlein the cities of tue |. fl 
United States the sum of $8; and a like disparity will be foundin the = | § 

_. price of linen goods and ‘other articles of ordinary wearing apparel, 4° 
/ 2, "Their economy is promoted by the careful preparation and prompt = ==. § 

|" All the laws are prepared and proposed by the ministers of state, ss & 
’ having each in his department the responsibility.of the conduct of the |. «| 
-. government. They propose nothing for which they do not anticipate =... § 

_ the approval of a majority of both branches of the legislativeassembly.. | 
When a bill is introduced, it is subject to all the amendments that may. 5s - 
occur to any of the members. If, after being thus thoroughly consid- = 
ered, it passes into law, it is duly respected by all concerned, and its + 

-_-provisions are thoronghly and efficiently executed. The consequence ==... J 
of this care is that but few laws are passed, and those already passed = 

‘are not frequently altered by amendments. All subordinates who have. ..§ 
-.any share in their administration are faithful in their application. The =  . = "f 

| result is that litigation is diminished in‘a remarkable degree. © Sas 
, Judges and magistrates are selected discreetly and from men of solid == 

- character and ripe experience. Certainty in the execution of the law 9 00 73.7 

is so invariable, that very few of the minor differences among men find =... § 
-. their way into the courts. Disagreements between employers andem- J 

_ ployés have ready solution without the aid of attorneys or magistrates. 4 
The costs and fees of frivolous actions are in’ this way saved. In the  =° 4 

city of the Hague, having a population of 100,000, there-are only about == J 
a dozen lawyers who subsist upon practice at the bar. a 
3. The laboring population do not incur the expense of time and = ©) 53:4 

|. money connected with the excitement of political strife. Political elee- 2 4 
_... tions here proceed as quietly as any other matter of business. Candi- 2 9 9% 
- ° dates for office are selected from men so well known to electors that» °— oe 
- gearcely any one:deems it necessary to give them any more information =." .§ 
_. than they already have. . Processions, mass-meetings, and addresses to = 

_ crowds are not in fashion. The government, in regulating the extent = = = = + 
po: of suffrage, has regard to the protection of property by making the. =: .\ 7g 
-. right dependent upon a propert% qualification. Every citizen in the. = == . 04 
|. Hague who pays taxes equal to $20 can vote; and every citizeninAm- = = 
- sterdam who pays taxes equal to $50 votes. So that the limitation is 
| affected by the size of the city in which the voter exercises the privi- «9 9... J 

lege of suffrage. In the country it is as low as $8. By long usagea =. 
_ candidate here has nothing to do with urging his own claims for office. | 
_ A member of Parliament may be elected from any one of the districts =. 

of the realm, but he never appears in the district with the view of can- 
_ vassing. To do so would only jeopardize his prospects of success; ss 

As the non-voter is not occupied with the effort to gain office forhim- | 
_ Self or in hearing the harangues of others who would secure it, he devotes” =. 

the time and money thus saved to the making of his tenement more =~, J 
© mfortable. He cultivates and ornaments the patch of ground he may | «=. 4 

hove about it. There is scarcely a house in Holland whose windows or...) 
surroundings are not decorated with flowers, 

As offices are not used for partisan purposes, those who may bein = 034.4 
Office do not lose time in the apprehension of being suddenly ejected... | 

 , The clerk of the first house of Parliament resigned a few days since, |
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feecu> .. having served that body in the same capacity for thirty-five years. His | 
toon.) deputy, who had been with him for twenty-five years, was made his sue- | 
ft... cessor. The register of deeds for this district has been in that office | 
t.. . _- for forty years. One of the public printers has been in the service of | 
1... . the.government for sixty-six years. Of.the city board,or commoncoun- | 
i >”~Cws cil, of the Hague, seven members have been in office since 1851, having | 
i -—-. been re-elected at each successive election during that period. A publie- | 
ke... dinner was recently given: to them in commemoration of their quarter- — | 
}: ~~. ~——~™:s eenttury service. In a town near by the postmaster holds the office that 
to has been held by members of the same family for over one hundred and | 
{ss fifty years, his father, grandfather, and great-grandfather having been | 
i. his predecessors. “The present incumbent has had uninterrupted posses- | 
: sion during the last twenty-five years. .These instances show either | 
i. ~—”—s that there is no great pressure on the. part of outsiders, or that the ap- | 
to - pointing power is not.moved by the clamor of applicants so long as the ! 
bo. incumbent is competent and faithful. - : ee 
: ae _ 4, There is economy in the steadiness of habit and pursuit. The busi- 
i: . > ness in which a young man has been trained is generally his business 
qs...) «for life. He does not readily change from. one pursuit to another. He : 
t-. °\ is content with ‘moderate gains without risk. Failure in business is a , 
i =i‘ Tasting stigma; so much so, that it descends from father to son and to , 

ae ' grandson. The man who should fail in this country cannot well setup 
[le again. His business career isended..§,-- . | 

i: ~~—sAmstances are naumerous'in which employés have remained with their | 
; =. |. employers for twenty-five or thirty years and even longer. A large por- 2 
pos ‘tion of the population, though constantly coming in contact with people. | 
: from all parts of the world, retain the same habits, customs, and styleof 
t.. .. dress which their ancestors for many generations had. This saves the | 

“ ..:. expense arising from ehange of fashion and change of material, 
i It is owing to this steadiness of pursuit and cavefalness| in regard to | 
i business obligations that what. are called crises, or revulsions, in the. . | 
Peo commercial world do not occur in Holland. There are periods when | 
is. ——___s cbusiness is said to be less active or profitable than at other times, sympa-. 
i. ~——s thizing in this respect with the countries with which she has trade. Banks | 
i - © are conducted frugally, with no attempt at display or show, and con- | 
Po _ sider that they are doing well if they realize from 3 to 4 per cent. per | 
roe annum. One of the best informed gentlemen of Holland tells me that . | 
boo. during the past forty-four. years there has not been an instance of a fail- 
feo. > ure among the banks of the country. , A defaulting officer would not be — 
j-- ~ tolerated.. The currency has for a ortat while been perfectly sound, the 7 
Po paper of the banks during the past sixty years being at all times equal —_ | 

| in value to gold. ws a an ee 
Re A large portion of the government debt, contracted years ago by the: | 

war with Belgium and other such extraordinary occurrences, bears only 
| ae 24 per cent. interest... The government could at any time raise from its 
t -- ~——sa@wnh citizens all the: money it could need at from 3 to 4 per eent. interest. 
‘ee _ §. There is economy to all the people in the fact that the state is | 
Poo moderate and discriminating in its method of assessing taxes. Itseeks - 
| to draw its revenues. chiefly from the: productive property, making its 
bo ~ assessinents light upon what is yielding no income. Tor example, no 
| ae although the tax upen aa tnproductive city lot may be'small, yet if the | 
Ie. ss owner gives notice that he is ready to put buildings upon it, the lot will 
foo be exempted from taxation. for seven years. And when the building is 
i. ~~ -eompleted, if at any time it is unoccupied or tenantless, on application | 
Po of the owner there will be, an abatement of the tax. Taxes are rated 
Poo upon houses by the number of doors, windows, and chimneys, for by. _
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_ this method the more costly-dwellings, owned bythe wealthy, pay pro; 

 aWhile the government thus gathers its revenues by moderate assess. 
r - ments, it is in return prompt in extending protection to person and prop- ss 

erty. ‘An efficient police is maintained, not only in the cities but through- = 
- out the country.’ A trespasser upon land will be at once arrested and =. | 

_ olable as the walls of his mansion. The largest possible freedom is = J 
allowed to every one so long as he is well disposed, but so soonas@ = =i as 
violation of the law is threatened the most summary treatment is dealt 

-. out. Not long since there were indications of a formidable riot in) =f 

-_. Amsterdam, caused by the suppression of a noisy holiday. The govern. =f 
ment at the capital, upon the requisition of the burgomaster of that = cee 

ity, dispatched a military force that at once quelled the disturbance. == ss 
6, There is economy in the mode of building that saves property from 

destruction by fire. Since my residence here 1 have not heard a fre 

alarm, nor have I seen the gathering of an engine company. Theonly 
“fire that I can obtain any account of during the past fifteen months, __ “a 

was the burning of the inside of a small confectionery shop, caused ‘py ae 

the breaking of a gas-pipe. The buildings are constructed of brick or =. J 

-_.gtone, and the roof covered with tile that cannot burn. Ikave not seen. nee 

a wooden dwelling in Holland. | Intcendiarism is unknown. — Ifitshould -. 

—-. oceur, efforts would not cease till the perpetrator should be discovered ssf 
‘and so severely punished as to discourage the crime. © 

In corroboration of the above statement it may be mentioned that ==. J 
the cost of insurance against loss by fireis almost nominal. It doesnot = 3. f 

average more than the half of 1 percent. Andevenatthisrateinsur- = = 

Qn two occasions since I have been here the soot in one of the chim-  . 

 -neys of my residence took fire and made more than the usual smoke |. pee 

| igsue from the top; but before any of my household were aware that = -§ 

anything unusual was happening, the police were ringing hurriedly at = 

. the door, with fire-extinguishers in their hands. — _ | Be 

"Having ‘thas referred to some of the causes which appear to be aids 
~~ in’ enabling this people to prosper withia scale of low compensations,I ss 
- may add generally that no compression is used on the part of the gov- ee 

ernment to promote this condition of moderation. Each individualap-  _ ae 

_-pears to possess the largest possible personal liberty. The peopleare = J 
more than usually good-humored, kind, and courteous. Thereisavery = = J 

_. noticeable absence of the rougher element that is conspicuous insome =. 
- eountries. Strikes and trades unions seem to have no existence. The =~ | 

- government assumes scarcely any responsibility in the direction of. = of 

_-sumptuary laws, It does not direct what the subject shalleator drink, 9 
It has adopted no license-law regulating the use or sale of intoxicating 

| liquors. Any citizen may engage in the business of vending liquors, 
. wholesale or retail, without prohibition. The business is taxed like = 4 

other forms of business. Nor does it take charge of the domestic rela-. 

_. tions, in so far that it makes no provisions for actions at law for breach = 
of promise to marry. It furnishes no redress by what are called actions 
of crim. con. So far as the state is concerned, marriage is treated asa 

- eivil contract, and divorce is granted on proof of violations of its = | 
terms. te ee ee ee ee 

_- While the government is thus liberal in regard to the personal rights. eS 

of its subjects, it is very successful in the management ofits internal or = —<J 

_-. discal affairs. It projects and carries on public works with a successnot = J
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F.. ~~ surpassed by individual enterprise. ‘‘It has ordered and controlled the - 
oo: ~ building of a sufficient number of lines of railroads to accommodate the 
1: --. business of the country. It operates these by the agency of companies, | 
i: -....._ who are joint stockholders; and although it. has fixed the tariff of travel —_| 
| oe _ at a rate not exceeding one cent per mile for third-class passengers, 
j-... which forms 75 per cent. of the whole amount of travel, yet it has not | 
j-  ~——s suffered _a deficiency, and on the trunk-routes distributes satisfactory . | 
ti ~—s~«*~«éividennd«j” ‘Pilfein.g by officials rarely, if ever, occurs. Itgrantsnofree 
i: ~————sépasses, and when an officer of the road wishes to give his friendsa ride or 
t-—~-~—s an excursion he pays for the tickets.as he would if he had no connection | 
i. +with the road. The greatest possible care is taken to avoid accidents. _ : 
i __—sAt every road-crossing a guard attends upon the passing of every train. | 
i. A telegraph-bell notifies the guard from the last station of the approach 
i... +f each train. He then closes the gate,.and renders it impossible for | 
fo ordinary vehicles to cross the track when the train is passing. - - 
ae ~—si<“<is*é‘“sé«sT i Qcoveernmeenntt,, through. its post-office department, delivers. by car- : 
.. si riers, for two cents each, letters to every house in the kingdom—not | 
| only in the cities, but in the entire country. The report of the receipts 
be and expenditures of this department, laid. before me by the postmaster- ) 
#. - -. general of Holland, embracing the time between the years 1849 and : 
Boo 1877, shows that for each year the receipts have been largely in excess | 
i. of the expenditures. Take, for example, the year 1876. The receipts. | 
ii) were: $1,308,035.78, the expenditures were $865,690.19, giving to. the . 
ij. - | state.a profit of $442,345.59. The excess.on the side of profit has been | 
| ae _ about in the same proportion during the past twenty-five years. . . — | 
Pel oy.. The government provides throughout the realm the best of wagon- 
Po roads. ‘hey are paved with stone or a very hard clinker brick. They | 
t- are kept in perfect repair by a force that is constantly traversing them | 
Peo. for that purpose. As-the heavy freight is more cheaply carried by | 
i. —S:s canal, the roads are better preserved. The streets of the city in which — | 
ts . this is written are swept within every twenty-four hours, and the sweep- | Poo ings are sold for nearly enough to pay the expense. They are used for | 
Peo. ~— fertilizing the farming-land. 
i... ... The government maintains an army of 60,000 men, besides 23,000 in | 
tk ~—-—s«#one of the colonies. - The soldiers are well clothed and fed while under | 
to training, but receive but nominal pay. | a | 
Poe _ The state relies upon religious. societies for the care of the poor within 
i.  .° their districts. It has no general system of houses or farms for pau- — | 
Po ‘pers. | : oe vio : | _ 7 
t.. -  .-—s Ass to education, the obligation the government. assumes is to require | 
i —~—,-~S s municipalities to provide abundant. schools for all youth between the 
- .. * ages of six and twelve years. The option remains with the munici- —_ 
Po pality whether to make tuition free or to charge a moderate rate. = 
tr  .... After this cursory statement of the price of labor and what the gov- . 
to - ernment is enabled to do for the people‘on:an economical basis, it is not. 
1... ~——s for me to discuss further the causes of this stable condition of affairs. — | 
bo. Suffice it to say that, within the range of my observation, the inhabit- | 
i -.~—-s ants,.as-a whole, of no country appear: more prosperous, more com- 
boo fortable, or more contented. = «© - | | oo 
poo _ The prices of nearly all commodities are placed upon their merits, | 
Pee without artificial props, and the markets of all the world are accessible 

’ for the introduction of whatever may be cheapest and most needed. . 
Poe  . Thave,&e, — . SO Se 
Peo oo re  -.  . JAMES BIRNEY, 

ae eee | Minister Resident. - :
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 Now172.]). ss LG ation oF THE UNITED STATES, . ss 
Joe Tasbon, December 6,.1877. (Received December 26,). Polly, Le 

. Srr: I have given your dispatch of the 7th of August, marked. 
. “Separate,” my careful attention; and, as bearing upon the subject.of ©. J 

-. the commerce between Portugal and the. United States, of the develop. .'  .-*.§ 
-- ment of which that dispatch treats, I forward herewith twocopiesofthe == ss § 
-» reports of the. consuls of Portugal concerning commerce in general for... =) J 

1875, just published by the government, and a copy of the “General sta. sg 
tistics of the commerce of Portugal with its colonies and with foreign =.) |. 

-. countries during the civil year 1874.” 
-.-J-think.the trade between the United States and Portugal could be =. 2 7. § 

_. increased. Wheat, tobacco, petroleum, hemp, lumber, and staves,im- ~~. 
ported from the United States, now sell to our advantage, and these »- 

_. imports are on the increase. Iam also of opinion that there isa profit. 3g 
able market in Portugal for cheap American cotton printing-cloths. In- =... 

1870, cloths, bleached and unbleached, for printing, to the value-of © og 
:  - £624,660 and £131,330 of prints were imported from Great Britain; and = «sg 
-.. this trade is said to be on the increase. These cloths are printed here, =. 34 
p with designs to suit the national taste, and are worn in Portugaland = | * J 
. her colonial possessions, to which they are exported in considerable 9 0 004 
quantities. Iam informed that there is an-attempt being madetoestab- «© 34 
lish a manufactory of such cloths near Lisbon, as it is believed that they. = 2 84 
‘ean be produced so as to compete with those imported. I cannot give 0 94 
prices, but it is safe to say that if Great Britain can send cotton print- = se | 

- ing-cloths here at a profit, we can do the same. : ec 
‘Phe following tables show the importation of British manufactured 3 | 

'.. goods into Portugal in the years 1870 and 1874, that for 1874 being the 4 
last which has been published. It will be seen by these that there was) 

-.@ decrease in the value of the importations in 1874, but that may be ©» +1 
owing to some fluctuations in trade. Ce 

a - _. Imported from England. eee | 1870. | 87a Oe ooo 

ye coe en : " epee be: of oo |. Milreis. © ns . ea a ° eg 

GUN eee eee cee cece ete ee eeeeeecceneeeesen: | £47,540] > 185,549) £41,922 0 ee 
LAMONS © na se ee tee ee ec e reece ne emcee etewaecneteeenee!, 85, 610 |. 310, 000 ° - 68,800 
Woolen and hair . 0.0... ..0.06 cel oc cee e ec eee ea cece sear eee: 174,460} - 810,416) 180,000 

 COKLONS . 2. eee ceed eee tent ete tneeeeeestenererees]  *889,794 | 3,606,000 | 800,000” es 

ee, | a a Ss 

"The cotton imports, subdivided, areas follows: od 
: Unbleached .. 2... ee ee eel eee pec cece ee ee cea e cose ee ces cedemensneceecceseneese £449,000 (8 0 ees 

Bleached ... 2... ecw eee eee lee eee ee beeen ween cence wees memes ectetecesencecen LI 5GQ NS ea 
8 Printed... 0. ee. ce ceca eee nt eee cee ee cn bees cde wen cep ene denenetecseasseceseccsceenee = 431,380 90 8 ee ye 

-, Handkerchiefs 2.2.2 re eee an eee eee de seep e wereseteeeeesteeeeee 0 BEBO 
ABD eA ee sce ee ween cee eee ewe ee penance see cane ewewen ee seemewseceeees  QYETO rg 

= MUSHD 220. ee ee ee ete cee nce cere ee cee een tees eteeew ewe te eeee eee 8 8 A40 eS 
- . Unenumerated vacate cone tee ee cece ee eee ete ee eoetevcecs eegeeeaeenes wtebee ween eee 46,704 - — oe 

| - _ A) 71 a al 

I am likewise of opinion that the demand can be created here for J 
American agricultural implements and labor-saving machinery, although °°. 4
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Poo the introduction of such articles may be‘ attended with opposition at 
Peo first, on account of the prejudices of the people. a 0ST 
eae _ American sewing-machines are largely sold, and English agricultural - 
i °:-.. implements, such as steam-plows and. reaping-machines, are being 
t > __ successfully introduced, though not on a large scale. American mill- oy 
f ‘machinery for grinding grain might. find a limited market. But Iwill 
Poo report more in detail in a future communication on this subject. OO 
t=. At the moment I am not prepared to specify Portuguese products and. | 

|... manufactures the exportation of which to the United States might be . 
| ae increased, but I am safe in naming port and Bucellas wines, oranges, | 
f.__ and lemons; and also the native jewelry of the country, which is re. 
i. ~_: markably fine, some of it being of exquisite workmanship and design. 
| As pertinent to the subject, I beg to add the following facts inregard 
- to the wine-supply of 1877. The Douro vintage this year has been 
t..... made; but the quantity is inferior, although a little better than that of — | 
Be 1876,, which is the worst there has been since 1869. The wines of 1877, 
|. .__-_ particularly the lowest qualities, have been selling .at very high prices, 
i... __ not only as regards the usual prices every. year, but also as regards qual- 
t.-. ity. Taking the quality into account, the prices are exorbitant. This _ | 
pe is owing to the great searcity of production in other provinces, which 
to. the Douro district is supplying; a. very large exportation to Brazil; | 

bh  ~~———soaand, lastly, the great increase in the home consumption. The inevitable | 
| - consequence is the great rise in the price of brandy, which is £12 per | 
i... pipe dearer than in 1871, and it is believed. it will still rise £9 or £10 © 

jt more per pipe during the courseoftheyear. This willnecessarily have an 
ee effect upon prices of young wines, treated with the proper brandy, aud 

Pe it will tell upon the cheapest wines rather severely. a | 
to  Thave,&e, © | ee oy 
Be ae - BENJAMIN MORAN. | 

Poo SAN DOMINGO, os 
ro . > No. 48.00 | Oo 

to ae Mr. Clark to Mr. Hunter. a ; 

fo. CUNo. 17] | UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL AGENCY, , 
too | | Samana, October 15,1877. (Received November 20.) > 
Eo Sig: The statements and other general information herewith respect- : 
i  .  __ fully submitted, showing the condition of trade and commerce at this port, 
Po are only such as could be prepared during the brief time spared from 
Pe other pressing engagements. Asnosuch commercial reports have,tomy | 
i... knowledge, been heretofore sent from this:commercial agency, I did not | 
too expect to be required to furnish anything of the kind, until receipt of = __ 
Poco. _ circular “ Separate,” bearing date of August 16, 1877, from the Depart- 
fo. = mentofState = pe eee ae 
|... :- This circular reached me on the 7th instant, only one week-since! con- 
f--__, Sequently, while said statements may be regarded as accurate as far as 
foo. _ they go, they are not as fall.and complete nor are they tabulated in the _ | 
Poo manner I would wish to present them to the Department. a 
‘ee The growing importance of our port:also demands a fuller and more | 
f.._-—s comprehensive report than I can give in the limited time now at my 
be. command. So , ne 7 | |
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_ The geographical position.of Samana, its:commodious and perfectly =... 
-. secure anchorage, and the configuration of the island generally, clearly =. =. 
- point out our port as the natural principal outlet forthe produce of this =e 
epublica 
‘The Yuna. River draining a large portion of the “ Vega Real,” the © 47. .§ 

~ most fertile district of the island, discharges its watersintoSamana Bay = ° 
ata point. some 25 miles from this town. This river is tortuous,hasan = 4% 
average width of 25 to 30 yards, and‘has a shallow bar at itsmouth, = «= 
which once passed, a sufficient depth of unobstructed navigable water = = |. J 

_ for all the purposes of traffic is found for a considerable distance toward =f 
its source. The improvement of this stream, particularly at its mouth, = 4 
is now engaging the attention of one of our principal business firms, who =... § 
expect to secure a considerable amount of produce, which at present goes sw 

. . overland to Puerto Plata at an expense of carriage much greater than == >. 3] 
- . would be required to deliver the produce at this port forshipment abroad. = 

The views of these gentlemen appear tometo be sound. [haveonone  § § 

_ occasion ascended the river in a small steam-launch as faras Almacen, == 
some 50 miles distant by water from its mouth; of course this distance. ss 
ig very much shorter “as the crow flies” ee 

-... We have three lines of steamers touching regularly at Samana, viz: os 
—.. The Royal Mail Steam-packet Company’s steamers (British), arriving = 

bimonthly; the Hamburgh American Steamship Company’s steamers  .._- -§ 
oe (German), bimonthly; and Messrs. Clyde & Co., of New York, run their =. —- -§ 
- steamship Tybee constantly between that city and the different ports == | 

Of this.island, the latter vessel: arriving on no fixed dates, but making = = .. 
.., On an average about ten trips per year; a Spanish. line of steamers is_ ee 

also soon to touch here. The British and German steamers conneet at = ——s 
' §t. Thomas, with steamers of their own lines, respectively, for Europe . (© -.§ 

direct, the bulk of the tobacco crop (the chief staple of export of © ..4 
_. Santo Domingo) being sent to Hamburg and Bremen. Pag ye 
~ Business in all branches has been very dull during the whole of the = 
. past year, the principal causes being— | Se oe 

Ist. The constant revolutionary movements, which, since January, 2 4 
_. 1876, have distracted the country, and which tend to seriously operate 4 

against the extension of business in any direction on the partof our «sia 

merchants, 
— -- 2d. The small crop of last year amounting to (more or less) 60,000... ss 
.. geroons, of which the exceedingly small quantity of 7,500 seroons only} 

were shipped from this port.. This, together with thereason stated under) sy 
~ No. 1, has caused: the merchants of the interior to limit their importa- = "J 
.. tions to articles only strictly necessary, 

8d. The suspension of payment to the government officials andem- 4 
- ployés, and the remission hence to the capital of all the custom-house = = =. 4 

revenue, thus drawing the little money formerly in circulation away from - =x | 

oe our places) 6 ee a ee A ed 
--.. ‘Phe crop of this year has disappointed our expectations, as an 9 ©) 247) 

-unusually large yield was confidently predicted in the early part.of the == =. 4 
—. season. In the Santiago district the crop will be abundant. In Mocha 9°. 3 = 
.. and La Vega it has: turned out small, consequently Puerto Plata wilk 

have the benefit of the large yield of the Santiago district. The total = 9 39.94] 
~ crop will probably reach 100,000 seroons, of which some 10,000 will go. 5) 

we, Owing to the-small amount of importations of last year and thebegin- = | 
—. ning of this (for which a further reason is found in the fact.of all duties 9 -. 4] 
.. being now required to be paid in cash), the exportations will doubtless © 5. 

 considerably.exceed the value of the imports, thus enabling our mere ~~ = 4
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is... chants to fulfill any unsettled obligations they may have in St. Thomas, 
i.°.: from which place our stocks, particularly in lines of dry-goods, are toa 
f.-... +considerable extent filled up. oe - ee 
j--_.., - Duties could formerly be paid in part with “ valés” or “ pagarés” 
ft. -_~—_. against the government, which paper could be purchased at 40 percent. 
fo. - to 60 per cent. discount by the merchant, and was accepted at the cus- f°’. tom-house at par. The new order of the administration, requiring all 
to. cash in payment of duties, has had the effect. of diminishing in ameasure ~ | 
t.| .-  importations, as before stated. I | . a 
Po, _ Import duty is fixed at 40 per cent., with 6 per cent. off, equivalent 7 

re to 34 per cent.on goods arriving direct at Dominican ports from the — | 
i. ~~ +countries in which they were produced or manufactured; this dity is - | 
boo not calculated upon the values indicated in the invoice presented by the ! 
i ... merchant, but on the values fixed by government as specified in its pub- : 
Po lished ‘“‘Arancel,” and: which values often vary very considerably from 
i. ~~‘ the actual ones. Machinery, agricultural implements, books and printed | 
Pe matter generally, and breeding stock are admitted free of duty. Zine | 
j- ~~. ~—_— and _~other metallic roofing was to ‘have been also admitted free, but | 
}:__ whether the decree to that: effect: has been issued, Iam unable for the | 
te _ moment to state. ee ae | | - 
Poo --. The manner in which the present government is canceling the inte- ! 
i. ‘rior debt.is inflicting a severe wound upon the interest of the merchants. —_- | 
f°  Olaims against the government are now divided into two classes, the | 
| ‘‘deuda deferida,” and the “deuda moderna,” the latter being the pre- | 
bo ferred, and to be first extinguished. Government obligations classed | 
Po “deferida” can be converted into the “deuda moderna” by a loss of 50 | 
t-. . percent. of the face of the claim, and the obligations classed “ moderna,” | 

bE _ are being bought in by the government, .at stated intervals, holders 
to. offering their claims by tender, the lowest being accepted; the price — . 
f° -  .~ paid being ‘generally about 10 per cent. of the nominal. vaiue of the. | 
Po claim. Thus the holder of a “ deferida” obligation gets but 5 centson 
bow _ the dollar. This is probably-the nearest approach to declared repudia- 
Poo tion (with a saving clause) ever achieved by any government. Yet the 
pe present administration takes much: pride in exhibiting ‘to the outside | 
f°. ~world the large amount. of the interior debt now being extinguished. 
fo... It is needless to add that holders of government paper to a very large / 
Poe. amount prefer to keep their claims loeked up rather than present them | 
t .- ~~ for settlement on the abeve terms by this government, with the hope that | 
Rae a new administration will deal more justly with them. _ a | 

| ee A shipment of coin from the United States arrived at the capital a | 
boo Short time since, destined for circulation in this country. This coin 
eo (one eent pieces) has not as yet, however, been used, as the merchants 
Peo are strongly adverse to this measure of the government, and.with good __ 
fs reason, as there is no guarantee that the advertised amount only will be —_ 
{--——s:séputinto circulation. It can be readily seen that the metal of the new coin | 
to _is base, and probably not. worth one half of its nominal value. Infor- | 
f..—--.: mation recently reached here by means ofa printed circular from New 
Se York, in which it is stated that the new coins were not issued from any 
i... mint, but were fabricated in a factory of buttons, and other articles of , 
Eo .~—« @opper, bronze, Se | ae 
to For many years past the bay and peninsula of Samana have at 
i different times attracted the attention of the American people. The 
I. ~~ beautiful, the magnificent natural scenery, the wonderful fertility of the : 
tk. .~Ss«8 oil, &e., have been set forth in. glowing terms; all such descriptions | 
f... .. however should be, and probably are, taken (by prudent people) cum . : 
f..—-grano satis. Casual visitors unaccustomed to the luxuriant vegetation _
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generally speaking, convey wrong impressions. As purpose, however, == 
‘to transmit to the Department another paper for this mail,in which the = 

particularly enlarged upon, I close this report with the hope thatit may, = =». 

_ taken in connection with the accompanying inclosures, befoundtomeet, =... 4 

jn a measure at least, the requirements of the service; and with high og 

Ps Tammy Beg 0 
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"Condensed statement showing value of imports and exports at the port of Samana during the — oe Sa 

nn yeeurs 1875, 1876, and 1877, fe 

oe ~ Arrivals of vessels at the port of Samana during -the year 1875. - a : Sa 

«British cee cecece veeeeeeeseccee coeeee 28 | Damish.... 20.2 .teeee eeeeee eee wie BO 
ey German pa wesdewewee pee cece cocwe sees 13. Spanish :..-... sacece ceeecs waved Sees” 1 ys aS S | 

American 22.0... ee cence eee eee eee BR ee ee ee eee 

Dominican ....-.ec'eeececcceeceeeveee 4)... Total arrivals ......02..-s0-220 OF 0 

| Duteh 2... eee eee eee eee eee BE ed 

‘Import duties....-. sieeee en woe ese wweces as sf — esse cacecbacee vaeces $50, 177 57 ot a Need | 

Charges 2... -.-0 eee eee e re penn cnee petee cece ceewesseceee cere cctersecees, 6,082 39 Oe 

otal cece ceeced cece cere cheese seeeee bees ceed eens ceeeeeverees veeeee 56,20996 

Value of imports estimated at $110,000. Ss ae 

= | ee Departures of vessels from the port of Samana during the year 1875. , os o cS od 

Pao German «on ow wucwacccccccces wees _--e 13 | Dominican 1.222. 0.25.-eeee eee eee eee 2 “ie ae 

- — AMCTICAD.. cee cece ee wee eee eeeeee--- 8 | Italian ..-. 022. - 22 e cee ee eee eres 1 Cy 
es 3003 (:)) ae , mee oy Se 

- --Wegsels leaving port without taking cargo are not included in this and the following = 
lists of departures: = = re ee Dn Se ae 

Motals pits ccee eee neeeeereee ceegec ence eee de ve cececeeecee cece sees 11,286 660 lL ee 

a Value of exports estimated at $150,000. ; oo ors S | oe os ae Cae - 2 ey 

fo Arrivals of vessels at the port of Samana during the year 1876, cee : Sopa i 

British wedenenesees on wetiies vice disd 31 Spanish pean Sees PSE: 2 . oe 
German :.... 22-242 ---- wewece cece cece 11 | Danish... 2... eens eee eee cece eee ee Po Oe es 

- American ...22.-2-0eeeeneceeeeeee ses 8 | Haytian..--2.-.-s200 e+e ees eledée OR OOO Og 

. Holland... 2.2... ee cece eee eee eee 38 | Wotal arrivals .....22.0.2..0026 GE 

>. Value of imports, $53,275.03. Oe PE SEE GES ES hg eo SG eg a SE ey 

Import duty ..cceececeeeseeeee eee seceee ce ceeest ene eseeceetencenescees $19, 655 76 8 ae 
. WAS | Charges we dees ae ves ee wee . eee -- .- oe a <e semeee sees ce ee weeees ween esea ail 1, 316. 99 oe eg
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| , 2 : os Departures of vessels from. the port of Samana during the year1876. = icon i 

Bo Gorman ee... eeee ee eeeeeeeecee cece 12 | Dominican 0.0 -ocee ceecccceee eee. 8 
foo. British .-.. 0-222. -----..eeeee eens ee 10 | Danish... 2... cece eee eee ee cece Al | 
to American 2.2... cece eee cee eee ee BY! : — 
Bene no Spanish ...... 2. eee eee cee eee 2 . Total we cee cece cow eee coer eeee G4. 
a .. — 9 Holland....... 00... eee 2 | | | oe 4 
f. <- Value of exports, $58,312.86. Oo | a 
bose Export duty .-.. 2.2. 2 s22e ce ceee ee cece cane cece chee cece ee voce seneccccee $4,171 98 
a Charges ..-- 2. 2.2200 cece cone eee cece ee eee eee eee een ee eee ceee tees _ 87 90 

ae _. Port charges at Samana, Santo. Domingo.—Tonnage, $1 per register ton; entry, 6 | 
- cents per register ton; anchorage, 6 cents per register ton ; pilotage, 6 cents per regis- +. ~~ _+ter ton; health officer, $4 ; interpreter, $4 ; vigia (port signal service), $4. Small vessels a 
Po pay one-half of the three last charges. a ee a a | | _ Vessels loading on the coast are required to procure a special permit for so doing, | 
Po and are charged $1 per ton extra.. Steam and other vessels running as regular packets 2 
tS pay no tonnage fees. - | a _ oo - OO dn addition to the import and export duties fixed by government, a local muni- . | 
ae cipal tax is also imposed upon many articles, which, taken in connection with the dif- 2 | ference between the government standard of values and actual values, will swell the | 

| oe impost on imports to about 50 per cent., and on exports to about 8 per cent. - | oe Export duty is generally a specific tax for package, as, for instance, tobacco pays an | ae export duty of 50. cents per seroon, the value of which will vary from $5 to $10. — | | '. “SAMANA, October 15, 1877. es a a mc - | 
i . CS ~~... BENJAMIN F. CLARK, | ' t. | a oe | Vice Commercial Agent. . 

bo a Arrivals of vessels at the port of Samana during the year ending September 30, 1877. - ! 

fo —séBrritish . 20. ee eee eee cence ceeeees 87] Damishs. ccc. cc cee cececececcececeeee 38 
bE. . American .... 2... 0-----s22ees- scenes 10 | Holland .........ccce cece eee eeeeee 1 | ; fo~ . German .... ee ee eee el. 10 Austrian ......-......22-2-.2.-0---.. 1 | bh . — Dominican ...... 2... ccc eee eee eee A a ' Pl) Haytian....... 22. eee eee 8 | Total arrivals.........-2222-50. 59 
$s Walue of imports... 2.2.0.0... 00 o ke ee cece ec eceb cb evgeecceee seeeeceeevee $76,000 00 9 
Po. Import duty and port charges... 2. 2.22/22 22 ee eee ce ce ee ee ee ee cece oe 37,981,76 
f-.-. Value of exports for the year ending September 30, 1877, estimated at 7 
te _ (more or less)... ..--.--. 2... ween te ene tee cee ce ee ee eect ecereceeee 75,000 00 2 | 

i Le a As the: stocks. of imports (provisions excepted) -are, generally speaking, full, and ! 
pose . sales dull, and as only about one-half of the crop of tobacco, &c., had been shipped up | 
Peo, to September 30, it may be calculated that the value of the exports for the current | 

| |. year ending December 31, 1877, will exceed the value of the imports by some $25,000. : Boo | | Co _— -. BENJAMIN F. CLARK, : at ‘ | os Vice Commercial Agent: ; 

ee | Mr, Byers to Mr. Evarts. . an 

I No. 6.] . - _  Unrtep States LEGATION, oy 
po Oo _ Berne, October 17,1877. (Received November 5.) | 
tf. __. Sir: Referring to the Department’s circular concerning the possibili- | 
to ties of increasing trade between the United States and other countries 
+. of the world, I beg to present the following considerations concerning | 

|}  - Switzerland. ae rn : 
mo. Switzerland is a small country, only 50,000 square miles in extent, and | 
{ .. possibly one-fifth of this area, even, is-composed of high mountains, 2



_ snow-fields, and lakes. The, population does not quite reach three mil- = § 
Hons; but, deducting the winhabitable regionsof the country, itis = = § 
crowded to about 75 persons to the square mile. Again, avery great’ J 
proportion of the land is only fit for pasturage and grass. Hence, here 5 
4s a busy people crowded into a non-agricultural country, and relying 

-... almost wholly on other lands for. their wheat, their corn, their oats, and J 

their meat. Here are the very articles of which the United Stateshas = 
-. asarplus; Switzerland must and does buy these things, andit.onlybe- 3-2 | 

Gomes a question of how to get them here that need concern Americans = oe 

 foramoment. Again, Switzerland has nocoal; everypoundusedforher = 
-. factories, her steamers, her locomotives, and for heating, isboughtin = =. J 

 Saarbriiek, Germany, and brought here by rail; and, farther,shehasno =, * § 
” wood; it, too, is nearly all imported from Germany; sothat her material = «© § 

for burning must all be purchased outside. She uses of coal ten million sf 
.  hundred-weight per year; this coal costs, delivered here, at least 35-0 | 

 franes per ton. If coal could be had cheaper, the amount consumed ss 
--" might be doubled, as wood is terrifically dear, nine totendollarspercord. .°....§ 

She imports about five million hundred-weightof wheat per year,amillion - 4 
 hundred-weight of rye, oats, and barley, a quarter of a million hundred- 
weight of corn, and as much of meal; all these from Hungary, six un- == 
dred miles away. Her wheat costs her $2.20:per bushel; her meal costs _ Ce 

($2.25 per hundred-weight; her flour $5 per hundred-weight; oats $2 

--- per hundred-weight. Notwithstanding her abundance-of grass,Sheim- = s*.— & 

-- ports her meat, as the cattle here are used for the dairy and for work. . 4 
-._ No country can produce these necessities cheaper than the United =. 

States can, if we except England as to coalonly. Nocountry can pub ©. | 
them into Switzerland cheaper, even with the difference of freightin ==. 
their favor, provided we only had the opportunity. This opportunity =) 

_-. would consist in having a line of strong freight-ships to Genoa or Mar- 3 
- geilles, and proper arrangements with the Italian railway lines for eheap» - 9 
-. forwarding. The sending of freight-ships to Genoa would seem tohave 0 

‘an especial advantage on the completion of the St. Gothard tunnel ee 

through the Alps. This tunnel will be completed in three years,and =f 
_ will, as a matter of course, result in cheapening freights from the Medi- 

_. terranean to Switzerland. I have mentioned only the principal American’. _ “SN 
oe products which could find great sale here were the question of freights. =. J 

 -gettled, ie ee se 
‘Phere are still other items in which America could more thancompete 

in Switzerland; I refer to tools, cutlery, some farming implements, axes, == 
spades, seythes, lawn-mowers, scales, locks, &c. These articlesasmade = = | 
here are both poor and dear. With agricultural machinery little ean be oo 

done; the farms are too small and too hilly, and the farmers too poor” ae 
to buy. Household implements and utensils, such as sewing-machines, | 

- .. washing-machines, and wringers, would be in demand,if good. Petro- “aed 
-. Jeum, cotton, and sewing-machines are already imported here largely, J 
-_- but seldom directly from America. Our provision list contains much =. | 

- -*: that the Swiss would gladly buy; hams, canned fruits, canned vegetables, 
‘meat, lard, &c. But to establish trade in Switzerland there aremany 
obstacles to overcome; the people are not only old-fashioned, they are =| 
dreadfully prejudiced against all innovations in the ways of doing = =. | 
things. I think I know farmers who drive four or five cows.to anold =. oS 

. wooden mold-board plow, who turn over but a quarter of an aere a day, pie 

"who would not try a bright steel plow and a pair of horses were they to. — ae 
~.' pe given to them. Patience will be required, and disappointment at first © =<] 

will have to be borne.. The easiest method to establish the sale of = «4 
American manufactured articles in Switzerland would be to send speci- = J



a a it ee eee ee ee 
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j--.. mens with prices to the permanent industrial exhibitions or museums 
3... __. There are no charges for space. st | / 7 Ones s 
q ~The article must be put at the door free of expense to the society, and 
#..:,. itcan-remain on exhibition indefinitely... These permanent exhibitions 
i’. are in Ziirich, Winterthur, and Basel, and soon will be in otherlarge-  __ 
t. — BSwisstowns. I judge that the consul, if requested to look after articles  —— 
f--.._ so exhibited, would do. so with pleasure. I have spoken of what we 7 
ft. ». Americans ought to. sell to Switzerland, and I now come to what we | 
f.. °- ought to buy from her. We are, first of all, an agricultural people; the | 
... Swiss live by their manufactures. I am told, every day, that they ought 
f ...-. to beselling us more than they do, but that we wont let them; ourlaws, 
Pe even, won’t let them; and that, too, when we are asking them to buy 

ee a gig ee rs | 
i ~.-~— Prade is jealous, like individuals, Grocer Smith won’t buy his shoes. — | 
f:.... of neighbor Jones, if neighbor Jones don’t buy his groceries of Smith. ; 
t.—.. If we would like to sell our wheat, and petroleum, and corn, and cotton, | 
f.. - and cutlery to Switzerland, who has use.for them, and really wants | 
ft .. . them, common usage of trade will say we must buy of her in return. — 
i. The first great industry of Switzerland is silk. a 
i: . 4tirich, indeed, is the second silk manufacturing city of the world. 

One of the greatest consumers of silk is America, and yet itis claimed, 
with certainly a great appearance:of justice, that, in order to support 2 

foo. a small number of silk manufacturers in New Jersey, we, to a large ex- © 
tf... tent, refuse to buy of Switzerland, or at least to buy fairly; that is, we. 
f.... grant subsidies, for high duty on a certain article is a subsidy, to those | | 
fo Who are making Swiss articles in our country. © | oo | 
f-...—-. “ Abolish your subsidies, then,” says Switzerland, “ put us on an even. 
:: footing with you as to trade, and we will guarantee to furnish all the —_— 
Peo silk your people want at avery much lower price than you at present : 
f. . pay for it, and we will make money in the business at that, and we will: Boe, 
f.. . feel encouraged to buy. your surplus grains or whatever you may have —— 
Bee to sell. You are not silk makers, we are; let the shoemaker stick tohis 
i: . >. last, and the tailor to his goose. We have made silk for two centuries; — 
BP a large part of our people.are skilled in this ;-we know the best methods -— | 
rs and have the cheapest labor... You are benefited if we can give youa 
vo. thing cheaper than you can-make it yourself. Because you have suc- 
i -:. . ceeded in doing many things, you aspire to-do all. This is what China. | 
j * . - thought two thousand years ago, and so she elevated her tariff, the shape — ; 
i... of her great wall, and she closed her doors to barbarian and civilized. | 
+... alike, and she killed those who ventured to knock at her doors; at last | 
=... she killed herself with too much home industry and too much protection, = 

itis believed. You think because you have done much by machines you: _ 
+. ~may yet do everything. “There are some. things that machines can’t do 
i... ~~ and dowell. They have not got the delicate touch of a woman’s fingers  —s_—- | 
ft... or the secret skill of an experienced dyer—things that are requisite to a 
'- . make silk well. - ee ee re oO oe 
i | _. “Stone-coal, steam, and machines are cheaper than muscle of men, 7 
i ——s but they. can’t always take the place of men and. women; if they could, 
i: sorrowful would be the day.” | a 
'... ° . In short, only a few qualities of silk can be made really well by ma- | 
;..:. ghinery at all, the threads of the raw. material being usually too delicate 
}- + and the fine finish to the stuff other than by hand impossible. In weav- ©. 
i... ing by hand the fingers of. the weaver.can do what the machine never 7 
>. Gan accomplish; that is, watch the breaks and remove the knots and = 

i. clean away the imperfections. Besides, were it to be admitted that 
oa machines could make fully as. good silk as skilled weavers can, still it =



Se SWETZERLAND. 0 DBD gt 

--.. would not be cheaper silk; The reasons are obvious; first, those who eae 
manufacture silk by hand have it done on privatedooms inthe houses ot. J 
the farmers, whose wives and daughters weaveon rainy daysand between 

+ times; second, there is little capital invested, and hence ‘the risk is.” oe 
smaller; third, in times when the demand for silk lags or ceases, there = ss 

are no-costly machines to stand idle or else work at a loss; there are =f 
--- no great factories to close; no hundreds of workmen to be dismissed; ee 

and, as goods are woven by the piece, there are no strikes. Theproduc. J 
tion is simply lowered. when prices fall, and when the marketimproves J 
the farmer’s family return to the loom. The loss has at least been di- = 
vided, and nobody is ruined. A partial reduction of production isim: ==... §f 
possible to machinery without loss. There are, perhaps, a thousand .—.._ 

 gteam-looms near Ziirich, and during the late and present crises of the — Ppa S 
-.. silk-market those who have made silk by machines have suffered im-  .” ea 
- mensely more than those who made by hand. Again, some silk manu. sg 

-. facturers weave both by hand and by steam-machines here, and.I have _ ea 

.. Deer informed repeatedly that the cost. to them whichever way they 5. 4 

weave is not materially different. I am pretty thoroughly convinced |... 
that could manufacturers here have their money back they would not. > g 

again put it into machine-looms for weaving silk. All this indicates. = «sg 
_. that silk-weaving by machinery cannot hope to compete with silk-weav- | 

ing by hand, either as to price or quality; and,if silk isto bewoven by =f 
hand, Americans cannot.hope to compete with the cheap labor of Switz 5 

- erland and France, unless they are protected by at least 60 per cent. 
duty. To protect them by such a duty is to take the money outofthe =. 5 J 
pockets of the consumers and to put it into the. silk-looms—I will nop 6°: 4 

'- say the pockets of American weavers 
‘That nothing less than 60 per cent. duty or subsidy can save themis - 

evident from the fact that they barely keep their heads above wateras 
itis. We import about twenty-five million dollars’ worth of silk an- >) .¢.4 

-_nually. To get to use this, silk-consumers pay $15,000,000 per year, and 
_. then do not supply themselves as cheaply as they could were this enor- “4 

mous sum of duty not paid at all. a pe 
We pay this $15,000,000 mainly that a few manufacturers, not over 

two hundred in number, may goon experimenting with silk-weaving, 0) 34] 
Suppose this sum were expended to aid ship lines, in order that we ~~ es 

-. might get our own products out to the world instead of trying to pre- = 
._ vent the world’s products from getting into us. Of course the United =. 4) 

‘States must have a revenue from some source or other, direct or indirect; _ eg 
‘put, Jeaving the question of the policy of levying such high duties = 4 

- out of consideration entirely, it is still maintainable that this same shed 
$15,000,000 would be had with a silk duty of 35 or 40 per cent.,for this. | 

_. lower amount of duty would preclude the idea of profit from smuggling, = 
and the result. would be, the millions of dollars’ worth now smuggled. 

in through a hundred different channels would be regularly entered: — oe 
and would pay duty, a 

‘It is interesting to notice to what an extent Europeans in silk districts. Ne gg 

have given up the production of raw silk and are restricting themselves | 
-_- wholly to manufacturing silk stuffs. In 1849 France produced 25,000,000) | 
- kilograms of raw silk; in 1868 the production had fallen off to 11,000,000... 

_ kilograms, and now it is down to 6,500,000 kilograms. eae 
Spain, too, formerly a large silk-producing state, now delivers buta === | 

little over a million kilograms per year; Italy alone continuing to.pro-- 
-.  dueeasusual = | ee ee eee ee ise 

In fact, countries in which ordinary farming pays cannot afford toturn’ 
attention to feeding the silk-worm or spinning the raw silk, as the tWO
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i. _ great requirements for success in spinning are, first, great cleverness of 
j;  —~—— employés; and, second, a possibility of securing labor at extremely low _ 
i. prices. Here in Switzerland silk-weavers are content to earn 30 to 40 : 
7... ~—s cents a day on their own looms, or 50 to 60 cents a day if weaving at the , 
7... meehanical looms in factories.. = —_ | eee 
¢ —.. Spinners in Italy work from 10 cents a day to 25 centsaday,and pos-  —s_— 
+... .8rbly as cheap or cheaper in China and Japan. | ee 
pe What I have wished to do in this paper was to represent some certain = 
tC facts, leaving those interested to draw their own conclusions; remarking =~ 
to. only that by legislation alone does it seem possible for us to greatly 
; ~——~——s ¢hange the status of trade between the two countries. If our dutieson . - 
+... __ Swiss industries were lower, 80 that they could be sold to us at the cost 
‘..... of manufacturing, and if we had cheap methods of sending our own pro: 
i. ducts directly to Switzerland in return, the problem would be solved. 7 : 
Poo | SF ss §&, A. M. BYERS, 

. ee Oo oo ) ~~ Acting Chargé @ Affaires. | 

Poe TURKEY. | 

pt os a ? . Lo : : . oe 

| —_ dr. Maynard to Mr. Evarts, - 

p.  . No. 200]. LEG ATION OF THE UnirepD StaTES, =~” 
bo . . Constantinople, November 26, 1877. (Received Dec. 28.) _ - 
}.- Srp: The separate dispatch of August 7, 1877, from the Department 
|. | Of State, devolves upon the diplomatic officers of the. government, 
boo jointly with the consular officers, a duty which hitherto has been mainly Se 
}-.__ borne by the latter—the collection of commercial information, especially } 
aa with reference to the question of methods by which trade. with the | 
bo United States can be most judiciously fostered. 
Poo _ Turkey is naturally very rich and her ecommerce great, although the a 
t:. ©. Turks themselves are not given to trade, and their system does not en- : 
fo  Gourage it. The burdens of the government fall chiefly upon produc. - _— 
t _._ tions, so that the heaviest exactions are made from industry and enter. | 
i. prise. Repeated statements of the shares accruing respectively to the _ 
bo Jaborer and to the tax-gatherer, exhibit a disproportion too incredible | 
. for such a paper as this. It is not a faney to depict: the wealth that __ 
Fo would accrue under a system like those which have enriched other | : 
f.. countries, notably our own, where taxes are imposed on consumption —_ 
j..- ~ and luxurious indulgenee, At present agriculture retrogrades, manu- 
i -  factures dwindle, and commerce is in foreign hands. So 
}.. The trade with the East, especially with Persia, is considerable, and | 
ft ——sis: carried on by caravans either to this city or to some sea-port within ~ 
{| =—: easy communication. .The Western trade is done chiefly in large iron. 
{> . Steamers from London and Liverpool, from Marseilles, from Trieste (the | 
ss Austrian Lloyds), and from Naples and other Italian ports, all built,I  -- 
j.__. believe, in England, and therefore more or less subsidiary to her. More 
i... _~— than eighty such steamers, varying from: 600 tons to 6,000 tons each, =—s_—> 
i -—s~S™—sés ase advertised from England alone. I inclose the advertisements for a 
aaa more specific information. British interestsin Turkey are commercially : 
pee very great. The Mediterranean steamers. ply regularly and carry pas- 
oe _ Sengers, especially the Messageries Maritimes (Marseilles) and the Aus- |



Oe 
- trian Lloyds; the English steamers carry very few;:for, although thefare >. 

_\ the Straits of Gibraltar, much rougher. These ships, for the most part, = = J 
~ gome Jaden with merchandise, and return with cargoes of grain, for ae 

which they frequently go into the Black Sea. It is with this unequal — ON al 

. competition that our grain-producers have to. contend, a competition sus- 
-.. pended for the moment by the war. The lands of the East areveryfer- 

tile, the quality of the grain superior, labor very cheap, and freightlow. =. | J 
- Only in the methods of handling have our countrymen the advantage. == ss 

Phe direct trade from America is confined almost entirely to petroleum. 
and arms and ammunition. The former is usually brought in American = 

- gailing-vessels, the latter in British steamers. There is some indirect = § 
trade through England, from which our people seem to derive little either | J 
of eredit or of profit. Hams, cheese, and some other articles familiar to 
the American eye, are found in the markets, where they pass for English. oe 
Our cottons have also been brought in limited quantities, mach admired — see 
for their texture and finish, and readily sold.” When lfirstcameI was = § 

attracted by the street-hawkers crying American cloth. By inquiry. = 
"found that it came originally from the United States, and acquireda =f 
7 reputation and the name, both of which were subsequently appropriated .° 

py English manufacturers, who supplanted it in the market by a = = J 
-- much poorer fabric, at a little lower price. Sewing-machines andclocks © = § 

are not uncommon. Iron stoves of American make are sometimes seen, =. § 

though the porcelain stoves, generally used on the continent of Europe, = 
seem to be preferred, indeed are preferable, being cheaper and more. oy 
ornamental, and imparting a more agreeable warmth. There is some ed 
traffic in distilled spirits, chiefly ram. Our trade in these articles I am ad 

- -gatisfied might, with proper diligence, be greatly enlarged, and extended = =| 
to many other things. Cottons, both colored and uncolored, forexample, eS 

- might be introduced in considerable quantities, the former beingadapted = 
in style and pattern to the habits.and traditional tastes of the people. anes 
So, too, the smaller implements of husbandry, edge-tools, fancy weapons, ee 

~~ ordnatce stores of various kinds, clocks, carriages, and numerousother =. 4 
things which the practical mercantile eye would discover. On the other | 
hand, there are, in different parts of the empire, the elements of a~ J 

-—s- réturn trade. Arabian horses and Angora goats might be profitably | cna Oe 
- introduced into our country, the former to cross on the. American stock, °=  . § 

‘the latter for their fine silken fleece; and the butfalo (Bos bubalus)asa 
-_ beast of draught, heavier and more powerful than the common ox,and, = 4] 

. » [should think, better adapted to the warmer districts. Sheep. for by. og 

-bridizing with our native growth might:be selected from the different) J 

‘breeds of the East, where they so abound that one might thinkittheland = 
of theirorigin; the same flocksare seen to-day that haveexisted hundreds 

. of years, furnishing the shambles with abundant and superior. mutton, = 
and the looms with the staple of many a beautiful and durable fabric, 

One variety, distinguished by a broad, adipose tail, attains great size, 
and is much esteemed for the excellence of its fleece, Wool, both on eg 

-. the skin and in the fleece, goats’ hair, and goat skins, occur in thiscon- 2. 7] 

nection as important articles of traffic. I may add,.as per taining to =i 
the, domain of agriculture, raw silk from Broossa; figs, licorice, and Ped 
opium from Smyrna; and attar of roses from the southern slopes of the — Oooh 

.. Balkans; olives, olive-wood, and olive-oil, from the Sporadic Islands. cee 

and all along the Asiatic coast; and tobacco for smoking, from the dis- os BE 

_ triet-of which Salonica is the center. . Grapes everywhere abound, rare © ee 

— and delicious, from which are produced wines, to my taste, superior to Se 

-. . the common red wines of France or the white table-wines of Germany, _ oe eg
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i. —:~+more nearly resembling the vintages of the Spanish peninsula, but — 
}... . « lighter. -Lady Mary Wortley Montague, who in 1717 was here with her 
i husband, then English ambassador, writing of Bulgaria, speaks of drink- — 
i... ~~ ing several sorts of delicious wine; and says she was ‘assured the 
+. ~—- quantity of wine last ‘vintage was so prodigious that they were forced 
| oa to dig. holes in the earth to put it in, not-having vessels enough to hold 

it”. All agree that the wine. production, considerable as it now is, falls - 
i immeasurably below that of former times, and below the present ca- 
|... pacity of the country if.adequately encouraged. Dye-stuffs, both. for - / 
;. + the-primary and the intermediate. colors, must be found here if we may _ 
i... . judge from the many-hued textiles constantly seen, retainin gtheir bril- 
#. ~ liancy until quite worn out. The Tyrian dyes are among the undis- a 
ic-. ._ coverable secrets of antiquity. Probably then as now technical skill 
i. had something to do in attaining the gorgeous results. 7 = | 
;- .. .-: The manufactures of Turkey, which once were numerous and very: ; 
oo. rich, are now few. The theory that to sell ‘to others we must buy from 
i .__ them, and the practice of buying inthe cheapest market, here find _ 
fj: | ample illustration. Instead of spinning their cotton into yarn upon the 
| oe distaff, as formerly, they ship their cotton to England, and receive 
} > - yarn and inferior cloth In return. In‘1873, the latest report. at hand, 
fF. -..__ they exported. to Great Britain, of cotton, £200,884; they imported from | 
t- —_—«~Great Britain, of cottons and cotton yarns, £5,828,869. The woolen in- oo 
i. dustry is diminished in equal ratio and from similar causes. The fleeces | 
i .. of Angora, once wrought by the native women into garments of com- 
| __ fort, grace; and beauty, are. now shipped to England, and the tradi- : 
}-. tionary skill has declined. The exports thither amounted in 1873 to _ — 
f--. £752,621. The old fabrics, half worn, but still retaining their delicate - 
i _.. colors and displaying’ their elegant forms, are sold in the bazaars to - 
EO _ strangers as precious relics of a departed antiquity. Mr. Gueschoff, a 
} =. United States-consular-agent at Philippopolis, says: “Forty years avo 
{> . the manufacture of the coarse woolen cloths called abbas, and of the | 
f.. . . woolen braid called Ghaitan, as well as the production of ready-made — > 
f.. clothes, had attained an importance which marked out this district ‘as a 
i one of the most industrial provinces of European Turkey. Since the  —_ 
Foo. Crimean war, however, the spurious refinement which has produced a - 
to change in costume, and the light duties levied by the Turkish fise on 7 
i}... foreign goods” (8 per cent., payable in cash or iu kind), “a policy by © 
I; ~~. which Turkey has sought to win the support of the Western European | 
i. __. powers, have gradually'diminished the production of. these. staple arti- : 
[> .°_s eles.”"—(Foreign Relations, 1876, p..588.)) 0. oo 
i. . These remarks apply with equal force'to the manufactures of silk and 
i. .. of. iron-and steel. Texier, an accurate French writer, has described the =. __ 
i. silk manufactures of Broossa; keeping busy the households of that 
-  . ~~+«aneient capital, magnificent brocades: rich: with flowers. of. silver and | es 
| -. _ gold, for the exclusive use of the harems of Constantinople; stuffs for 
ha... dresses and for furniture, washing like linen and more durable than = 
i:... ©. woolen; and gauzes filmy, nebulous, and almost as impalpable as gossa- 
i... mer. These goods were never'seen in France, because excluded by pro- | 
Fs * hibitive duties, and of course were unknown in the realm of fashion, of 
i. - which the center and mistress has long been the French capital. Damas- ee 
}. - ~~ eds gave her name toa well-known style of silk fabrics. She also enjoyS 
fa... . am ancient fame for the temper and finish of her blades, unsurpassed 
i; and unrivaled except-perhaps in Spain. Specimens of that renowned 
i. eutlery which have outlasted both hilt and scabbard command thisday 
i... astonishing prices. Of these decaying.and nearly forgotten industries | 
Po - . there are remnants that would prove interesting and profitable to our |
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~ gountrymen. The various silk fabrics from Broossa and Damaseus, silk 
--. Jace rare and very costly from: Smyrna, tewels:and bathing-costumes of *.-°  § 
_-_eotton plush; woven also in Broossa, of which English imitations are. § 

sometimes found in our markets under the name of Turkish towels,and, — . . § 
above all, carpets, a commodity deserving mention. No product.of = 
native skill, taste, and industry combined is found in such abundance’). 
and variety... Two styles prevail, the Persian and the Turkish, The |... 

~» gommerce from the East is enriched with carpets and rugs, each peculiar «" oo 
| and different from all the others in size, pattern, and qualify,madein =. § 

-_ Daghostan, in Turkistan, in Khorassan,in Teheran, in Bokhara, generi- =. J 
-_ eally similar but specifically unlike. Carpets and carpeting aremade. >...) 

both in European-and,. Asiatic Turkey. The best—those usually found 
in the imperial palaces and in the houses of the rich—are brought'from | 
‘Smyrna, and. are known commercially as Smyrna carpets. ‘They are 
not produced there, however, but at Oshak, some distance inthe inte. = 
rior, where this beautiful industry which gave celebrity to ancient Phry- sf 

- gia has been preserved to this day, owing to the abundance of wooland. _ co 
oe dye-stuffs. They are the work of Greek women upon the simplest... ss 
-_. gontrivances, but with the matchless ingenuity and taste that seem to - 
-.. be natural attributes of that race. The shawls and embroideries’... oll 
.. must not-be overlooked. Of -the methods by which this trade may be =~ oe 
oo fostered two seem the most important... php oy pA lee PE pes wee: A ce Se 

First. The establishment, by our merchants, of business agencies, = =. § 
to be filled by intelligent and. trustworthy American young men.. Ex- 0g 

...» perience has demonstrated. that the natives cannot be depended upon, |. § 
either as agents or as partiers.. They know nothing of ourcountryand — . 4 
its wants; and their habits of business are so totally unlike ours as.to° | 

+ unfit them for the correspondence of our merchants, though sometimes | veto 

~-- -very successful both at home and abroad. What I mean to say is,they = 9-4 
are not qualified for the special service indicated, nor would. any © 03 

-.. European be, for a similar reason. Such agencies would be quick to ©.) “| 
_. discover any articles adapted to American wants and tastes, and espe-© 4 

. gially what American products would suit the wants and tastes of this ~~ =. 4 
people. Our countrymen. sometimes fall into the mistake of sending = = | 

eee abroad novelties and what.are valued at home as improvements, instead, 4 
of conforming to the requirements of the people with whom they would] 
establish trade. . This mistake is especially serious in a conservative, © 9s 

-. | wnprogressive country like. this; where there has been, apparently, but =. 9: 4 
-- dittle change in the popular life since the epochs of Moses and Hesiod. |. . «4 
_. ‘Texier, whom I have already cited,.says the chamber of commerce of eg 

the city of Lyons wondered: for a long time why so few of their fabrics Sp ae 

~. eould be sold in the East... Atlength the French manufacturersadopted = 

-_ oriental designs for their cottons and their silks, and their trade became =] 
_.' eonsiderable: Thisis a point which cannot be easily overstated. These = 
. agencies I have indicated would, I am persuaded, prove an excellent =. 

 -. « Second: The establishment of direct. communication. by American =. 
oe steamers between this city and the United States. The frequency of | aoe iad 

the trips, the intermediate stoppages and other details, would require. 

~. careful consideration. Immediate profit could not be expected; au une 
favorable balance would be more likely, at least fora time.. Suehan- 9 "4 

---, enterprise would be proper only when supported by capital which could” eg 
afford to wait for its return until.a business should grow. This would ole 
eventually happen. beyond a doubt, and in addition to remunerating the | Ned 
outlay would secure to our countrymen the indirect advantage of a profit. = | 
able commerce.. The example of England in this.respect is worthy of | - be 4
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i"... imitation. Her steamers go not only where trade is established, but 
t~...* where it is deemed practicable to establish it; they run, too, in her own | 
i ~——..- -exelusive interest, arid no other nation need expect to profit by them. 
3. ~No matter how many ships we may. build or own, until our merchants 
i ~._—Ss are prepared to sail them with an eye to ultimate results, as wellasto 
+. ~~~ current receipts, we cannot expect to rival the commercial fleets of that’ 
+... ~~ -enterprising, untiring,-and far-sighted power. an ne 
oO _Thave,&e.,. ER ——- | | 
| ; poe AORACK MAYNARD. 

i Mr. Schuyler to Mr. Hunter. — — | 

| oe oo . - | [Extract.] . . Lo a | 

; .)—.CONO. 94.) _ CONSULATE-GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, = > 
to Constantinople, Oct. 28,1877. (Received Dec. 31.) 

t.  SIR? o ee | - 7 
ae 5 a * 0 7k % OR : 

tf  —~— - On @ hasty survey of our commerce with Turkey, it would seem that . 
| ~—__ there are but few objects the trade in which could be developed. We | 
po -do not need Turkish cereals nor cotton. Our imports of wool depend _. 
i. ——~—s«s in @-Very great measure on the rate of duty imposed upon those articles  =— 

kK by our customs-laws.° Our importation of gums and drugs depends  _— 
Ff -. . Strictly upon the demand, which is limited to a small class. It would be 
to hardly possible or wise for us to increase the consumption in America 
Eo of opium. Little, therefore, would seem to be left except figs. 7 a 
bo As to our exports to Turkey, they-consist now chiefly of arms and 
i... ammunition, sent there for the most part.in pursuance of contracts made 
‘ae some years ago. It is, of course, to be expected that as soon as the war | 

shall have finished, the:tradein these articles will cease, as the Turks — 
. will no doubt have a sufficient supply on hand for use in any subsequent | 

i... struggle. Other articles in which a traffic. might advantageously arise 
ft .- —_--are cutlery, tools, machines, cotton goods.and prints and cloths. | —_ 
i °.. .°. Unfortunately, owing to the backward state of the Turkish Empire in 
re: . every respect, little or no use is to be found for machines, especially for 
ft.  —_—_ .agricultural machines;-as the agriculture of the country has not yet — 
|... reached a point at which they could successfully or profitably be em- | 
foo ployed. As far as cutlery and tools are concerned, those of American —_ 
i. . ‘make, while appreciated, seem to be too dear. for this market, as they —_—© 
be are crowded out by German. wares of an exceedingly inferior quality. =~ 
1. _. -Most of the ordinary cutlery employed by the natives, both Turks and 
f-. Christians, is of indigenous manufacture, various villagesin theinterior =~ 
boo being specially. renowned for some particular branch of this industry. - 
i. ~——(‘<s Amoong ‘these I may cite Gabrovo, on the north of the Balkans, now in . 
i... , the hands of the Russians, where there were many manufacturers on a 7 
t small seale of cutlery, knives, scythes, axes, &c., who had a large trade 
‘ae -over the country north and even south of the Balkans. a a 
+. - Lam convinced that a large and profitable market could be found in - 
i ‘this country for American ‘prints and cotton goods. Great quantities 
i... of such articles are imported:from Europe, and especially from England. 
i °  #or this, however, it would be necessary that more direct means of com- oe 
# . ~-— munication should be established between Furkey and the United States, : 
}- _—s-and that our manufacturers should, to some extent, study Turkish pat-
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». terns and Turkish. tastes, and imitate them in respect to color, design,” 

and even the width and length of the piecesi:- a ae 
J have elsewhere called attention to the number of steamers whichron 

between foreign ports and Constantinople, partly because the numberof. 
steamers is indicative of the foreign trade, and partly because, by giving. |. 

_- foreign trade the possibility of speedy and regular arrivalin Turkey, they) 
serve toincrease it. 0 ee 

In the present state of communication between Turkey and-America 
-. it would be very difficult to start any commerce with cotton goods. = 

The exporters would be at a disadvantage as compared to Englandin is 
 freights, transhipment, and double commissions, and in receiving their =~. «. § 

- payments by having in most cases to take bills of exchangeon England ©). 2..%4 
and France, thus losing another commission, = 

-. On several occasions I have been asked to aid in introducing ob- =. 
-. jects of American manufacture into foreign countries, and have always ff 
~~ done what I could in the way of advice or in communicating the result . ... 

of my observations. I have, however, always found one obstacle—the ©: 
-.° apparently ingrained belief of American manufacturers that they know | 

better than their customers what is wanted. They frequently seem to. Cs 
- . be unwilling to make the slightest concession to the tastes of the pur- | ola 
- ehasers, or to take at all into account the character of the people-or .. —--°-§ 
os of the country, or even the regulations of the government which may not. sg 
_.. allow articles to be sold or used unless of some specified design in some = 4 
. particulars. For instance, a manufacturer of street-cars lost a-large = 

and lucrative contract because he was unwilling to supply wheels fora =] 
- eertain kind of rails, and to conform to certain other specifications of the. 5] 
~~ ear which were imposed upon the company by the government. He |] 

claimed that his long experience had proved to him that these were not =] 
~~ good. A manufacturer of locomotives, in the same way, was unableto. =... = 
' “obtain a contract, although the company much preferred to buy ofhim, = 
-- because he refused to conform to specifications which were laiddown by: = 

.. the ministry of railways. In a country where the government interferes: = 
-- with public works and commerce, as it does in several countries'in =} ] 
-.  _Kurope, and especially in a country like Turkey, where the people are. - 
-  gonservative, and where they have tastes and modes of life far different =. 4 

: _from those of America or civilized Europe, it would be extremely difficult. - © 7... | 
to insure success in any trade unless a certain conformity be giventotheir «= . J 

.. tastes. and prejudices. Another hinderance which exists here is that === | 
many people are so conservative that they prefer to buy even an infee © 

. | yior quality of goods made by a manufacturer with whose name they are 
. aequainted. American prints and cotton goods are generally firmer. 

+ and of closer texture and better quality than any of the native goods. * 4 
or any of foreign manufacture which are imported. 

-. Thope soon to be able to make a more detailed report withregardtothe © = J 
importation of cotton goods into Turkey, and. will then endeavor to... = <4 

.. inclose samples showing the general designs, colors, and patterns which ~- 23 
are most suited to the Turkish taste. 

POSSIBILITIES OF TRADE WITH PERSIA. © 00 
oe An opening for a trade in American manufactures would apparently 0 6 4 

be found in Persia. I do not-now have at hand all the figures and facts.) es) 
+ on which my belief is founded. It is based in great measure on a sur: 9, 

‘vey of the Persian trade which I made some years ago, and on conver-) 2% 
gations with intelligent Persians and foreigners who have visited Persia. __ oe 
for commercial purposes. The Persian embassy in St. Petersburg, to = 3. J 
whom -I presented some gentlemen interested in the subject, entered =)
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i ~~: very warmly into the idea.. I was told that the Persian Government | 
i... disliked a commercial dependence either on England or Russia; that it. 
'.  . would hail with delightthe introduction into Persia of American capital, _—- 
7... or at least capital managed-by Americans:and under American control; —_—- 
i: ~~. and that it would give every facility to:Americans by granting them | 
¢..... concessions which the-jealousy of Russia and England prevented being 
i. given to the subjects of either. For this end it was thought desirable 
Peo for our government to send a special commissioner to Teheran, or at : 
t-.. __ least establish a consulate :at Bender-Bushir on the Persian Gulf, or at 
3... Bassora (Basra). Of course it is impossible to trust to vague promises — 
i: of this kind, no matter by whom they may beinspired, but there is much _ SS 
j: . . -truth in the statement that the clashing of foreign influences in Persia an 
7. -—: is detrimental to the development of the country. Asasingleexample — | 
i... Ieite the fact of the concession for railways granted a few yearsago 
+... by the Persian Government-to Baron Reuter, an English subject, being _ 
io canceled through intrigues having their origin in the Russian legation — 
#...__.._ at Teheran and the foreign office at St: Petersburg. The Russians feared : 
i. —_—s. lest, by means of this concession, English influence should become para- * 
to. mount in Persia. Under such circumstanees, perhaps Americans, who 
i ._. have no political aims upon the country, might come between the jealous 
i... rivals and gain a commercial advantage. oo _ 
fo). Any American trade'with Persia would necessarily have tobe carried 
Ek ~—— on. by the Persian Gulf, and:the first requisite would be the establish- : 
f°. ~ _, ment of a consul at Bender-Bushir (as‘is allowed by the treaty of 1856) - 
ft _ to protect the traders from improper interference, and have jurisdiction , 

overthem. The route through the Black Sea, and via the Transcaucasus | 
aa or the Caspian, to Persia, would be too long for American trade, and sub- : 
Poo. Jeeted, both in Turkey and in Russia, to vexatious exactions and delays, | 
oo besides being in Russian hands. Those via Trebizond and via Aleppo | 
roo. ~~ are even worse, and are becoming disused. + | 
tf... ~~ «*The trade of Russia with Persia via:the Caspian and the Transcau- © 
f  —sis asus, for 1872, 1873, ‘and 1874, averaged yearly, exports $1,350,000, — 
i. imports $3,525,000. The transit trade of other nations with Persia, — 
to. through Poti inwards, was, in 1875, about’$1,500,000. — Se | 
bo _- Owing to the unwise measures of the Russian Government, from 1821 - 
Po _ on, Trebizond became: the central point of.a large transit trade through 
eo Turkey to Persia. For the purpose of giving this commerce greater 
Po facilities, it was in 1847, resolved to constructaroad. Forthis purpose,  __ 
|}. |. ‘twelve millions of piastres‘were borrowed from the funds of the mosque —s_—> 
i of St. Sophia. Every: preparation was: made, 7. ¢., workmen were im- | 
I ~—-—séapressed_ from the neighborhood, and received daily one piece of’bread | 
Po and three piastres. The read was made but a very short distance,as 
i. far as the foot of the mountain Boz-dagh, and nothing further has been | 
foo done. At this time the trade had reached its highest development,and — 
i= is”~S*étte@ line from ‘Trrieste.to Constantinople and Trebizond was considered 
t- by the Austrian Lloyds as.their most lucrative one. The Danube nav- 
ft ‘.  igation company also did. excellent business at that time by sending 
boc steamers from Galatz.to ‘Trebizond. . When the war was over, the Rus- 
bo, _sians saw their mistake, and changéd their policy with regard to the = 
i. transit trade, and began improving their communications through the © | 
to Caucasus and across ‘the Caspian to Persia. As these roads became: 
* =. better and the road from Trebizond beeame worse (the Turks never 
i... +-having finished the contemplated highway nor having improved the : 
-. .. old road in any respect), the Persian trade‘began to go through Russia. © 
|... he importance of Trebizond fell, consulates and consulates-general . 7 
eo - were gradually reduced to vice-consulates or consular-agencies, and



Persian merchants who lived at.Trebizond..transterred their head- = 
. quarters to Poti in the Caucasus. What traffic was left the Turks . 9° 

ruined by unwise custom-house measures. The duties had previously. .§=-—s—s «| 

 peen one per cent. ad valorem, and the time allowed for the transit ofthe .. 
goods was six months, 2. ¢., if they were not transported to Persia within -  -_—. § 

-. six months the duties would be raised to 8 per cent. as for importations © = 
to Turkey. As on account of the state of the roads it was impossible 

~. to transport goods during the winter, the merchants demanded areform ==... & 
of this regulation, and desired that the time during which the goods = 
could remain in bond should: be increased to at least twelve months. J 

A’ commission was appointed in 1871 to consider the subject, and in 
1873 changed the regulations so that to free the goods from the extra? .. . 

* per cent. duty the certificate that they had been exported over the ©. 94 
-. Yurkish frontier must be sent back to the chief custom-house at Trebi- =... 
- gond within six months, thus still further reducing the time within =. § 
-. which the goods could be held in bond. More than that, afterthe Ist °° = 
- September, 1873, the transit, duty was raised to 2 per cent.,and inad- =» °§ 

_ dition to this another tax was imposed, under the name of ‘“‘stamp-tax,” 3. 
of three piasters on each bale of goods... As the merchants, however, = ss 
threatened to-send no more ,zoods whatever by that route this tax was. x} 

. finally taken off§ Oe, Ve ee a 
-.: In addition to what I have just stated, the means of transportation © = 9 (3 

are very irregular, owing to the cost of caravans of camels. Thesteam-. = 
ers, too, running direct from Marseilles to Poti, carry. goods at ratesof 

| freight much lower than do any.of the lines to Trebizond. = 
In 1875 the exports from Persia by the Trebizond route amounted in = ©. 7% 

value to about $1,375,000, and the imports into Persia to $4,470,000. =. § 
Of these imports $3,770,000 came from Great Britian, and $200,000.from == se G 

-- France. The amount of cotton goods sent to Persia by this route was) 

$4,050,000, of sugar $166,000, and of tea $158,000. Even the trade in © 4 
_. sugar and tea will show the possibility of American enterprise in this ==: § 
_.. direction. | | | CE 

To show the falling off in trade at Trebizond, the total imports both . -. § 
for Persia and Asiatic Turkey at that port fell off from $17,082,000 in = 
1860 to $6,418,000. in 1875, and the exports (for the same countries... <4 § 
from $7,950,000 in 1860 to $2,990,000 in 1875.0 

The commerce of Aleppo is rapidly disappearing, partly owing to lo- = ==. = @ 
_. cal causes, the want of a bank, and consequent commercial disturbances =< 

when Turkish securities began to fall, a sudden and violent outbreak of «=. =. 
the cholera which for a while paralyzed business, but chiefly owing to -  ——«-.s & 

- the opening of the Suez canal, which has drawn off the trade for Bagdad =i (asi(ié‘( Od 
-- and Southern Persia. The imports into Alexandretta, the portof Aleppo, © 4 

| in 1874 were $6,725,000, in 1875 $4,885,000, and in 1876 $2,565,000, thus 4 
Showing a great falling off from the amount of $10,000,000 which they ..._—s- & 

«reached a few years ago. The exports from Alexandretta tell the same’. =] 

story; they were 4,400,000 in 1874, $3,830,000 in 1875, and $2,105,000 J 
The trade of Bagdad with Persia shows.a decrease in Persianexports = | 

and an increase in imports from foreign countries. in 1875,as compared’ = ia 
_. With 1874. In 1874 the exports from Persia through Bagdad reached. | 

the sum of $1,025,000, and in 1875 only $327,000, The imports into  § §  ~=@ 
_. Persia were in 1874 $203,000 and in 1875-$1,152,000. _Thisincrease was. ss 

- From Bassorah and Bender-Bushir I have been able to obtain no re- = 
-. eentinformation. = RG ee 
oo Tram, &e, -. KUGENE SCHUYLER, |. @
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