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“Biodiversity” is a new management buzzword, but the 

concept is as old as nature itself. 
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(inset) Selective use of controlled burning effectively maintains savannas and some grasslands like this 

Core ea eae, OAK SAVANNAS in the south, and 
(below) To appreciate diversity, we need to understand the connections among plants, animals and soil. the OAK AND PINE BARRENS in the 
The actions of people and natural forces can simplify and fragment nature’s communities and food chains. 

central and northern part of the state, 

fi Poa rah eee PY; er ae are similar in many ways. Both are 
n (Fas yh eg ities 4 ot 

<¥r a 7 ie me AY cn et grasslands interspersed with trees, 

f 2 Ni Ke and both were naturally perpetuated | u et SOG ly perp 
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Pog Re ae eS Seine Si eet ae 
eae a a ee aa found surrogate habitat in pastures, 

a meme tate > Se, Se ae rae : F 
Seas : Sj fag ESS pie abate Fe Gi se hay fields and parks. Today, isolated 

Bee et a eee 3 = oe 
23 PH kG a a 7 ES Sh remnants of these communities could 

6 gpa oly me Dap ES Nag” : hae aces Pe a 3 : be restored through the use of fire, 
5G eee IS od ar : : Er 2 * . 

BA eT ee AE OE ae oon + oe - Fa light grazing and some timber pro- 
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Biodiversity means saving the pieces we may not fully understand. Who knows if asters or bees hold the 
Wisconsin’s great southern GRASS- key that unlocks a medical or natural mystery? 

LANDS were plowed and paved for Ee a 
BS a 

agriculture and urban development. i a 

As fires were controlled, those areas = é a 

that were not destroyed by human ac- - i 
ches 

tivity grew up into trees and shrubs. a 

Today, only a few small prairie rem- 

nants remain. Prairie restoration is 

possible, using plantings followed by 

regular controlled burns, light graz- / 

ing and even some crop production. 

a 7 F 

Py 
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starlings or English sparrows and plants soil to wash off the land into streams, 

like dandelions do very well in these smothering fish eggs laid in gravel 

altered landscapes. riffles. And industrial and municipal 

Environmental pollution canbe toxic discharges containing harmful chemi- Wisconsin Hasileet nearly fel 

to natural communities or may change _cals can cause disease and produce ge- original WETLANDS through fillin: 

the habitat in which plants and ani- _ netic defects in young fish and birds. a eainine To Sera ae a 
mals live. For example, chronic expo- eS a ae . : 

sure to certain levels of air pollution sot a ipa 
; : Expanded vision. federal, state and local laws have 

can shorten the life span and vigor of 

many plant species. Poorly managed Managing Wisconsin’s natural re- gieaty Blood pues joss, ae 

construction sites and bare fields allow —_ sources to conserve biological diversity tees taking place eurany aa 

a e . 
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implores us to look at whole ecosys- Restoration will be guided by what 

tems rather than concentrating as much we know about Wisconsin's vegetation 

on one or a few species. It’s nota to- _ prior to the 1830s. That will help us 

tally new idea. We’ve known, for in- _ understand the landscape’s natural po- 

stance, that restoring wetlands is the _ tential and how human activities have 

: : best way to provide food and shelter _ affected it. 

Wisconsin's AQUATIC COMMU- for ducks while also helping to restore But biological diversity will not be 
NITIES are prone to the same prob- a community of muskrats, songbirds, the sole criteria for making manage- 
lems that simplification, fragmentation cattails and other wetland plants and —_ ment decisions; it is not our only goal. 
and pollution bring to land. Lost habi- animals. Biodiversity calls for manag- _—_ And ecological simplification and frag- 
tat, fewer spawning areas, industrial ers to take the long view of their ac- mentation are not always bad. Consum- 
wastes and urban effluent challenge tions and assess how well the whole __ ers expect to use resources while they 

the survival of water plants and ani- system is functioning. It also calls for sustain them. Enhancing populations 

mals. Fortunately, most fish species managers to take a panoramic view of _ of game species, providing forest and 

that were present in the 1830s are still their work — beyond the immediate agricultural products, and accommo- 

here, though many species are less project site, beyond the surrounding dating other human needs are impor- 

abundant. watershed to the larger landscape. tant and necessary. 

Efforts for more than 20 years to We want to conserve biological di- To conserve diversity, we have to 

make all waters clean enough for fish- versity at all levels — genetic, species, stay mindful of the original landscape 

ing and swimming have restored community, and ecosystem =H) blend- aswe view the state we have been shap- 

health to many aquatic communities. ing human needs with nature’s needs. _ ing for more than 160 years. Managing 

That gives us tie freedom to coneaes To do that, we need to reflect how tra- for biodiversity will take an even 

7 ditional programs, such as deer man- _ broader vision of the land and resources 
trate on smaller hot spots like a - . z 

agement or stocking trout, might affect | we “crop” for deer, timber, fish and 
harbors, where pollutants and com- i ‘ : : ; S 5 a“ ae Peaeee canton Hatin are i a biological diversity. We won’t quitman- _ recreation. Our “success” will be mea- 

eee ee at ce i aging for our important fish and game __ sured in part by our ability to sustain a 

eer ee =. = a . sy Onan species, but we may do some of that diverse gene pool, a wide variety of 

ae ee management work differently. nongame species, and a natural plant 

community. 

: There is no one “right 

. ses ee o. way” to think about biodi- 

4 See je. versity; we envision it 

Aes Satie: eae SrekeS & through the filters of our 
ae 2 eine ae ae Z ee 

: “ i aga BOS Se Ss 2 experiences, our traditions 
% pee bite ol bas pes Z 

pass al Wa 2 , and our values. The impor- 

as adheet Fs tant thing is to recognize 
< Sit) Se that our proposed actions 

Paina A naa have wider consequences 

BS 4 and trade-offs for more 

3 species and the landscape 

é itself. We need to stay 
g mindful of that wider, nat- 

s ural community and clari- 

3 — se ate ees. Y Were, when and why 
ee ee SSF ee certain actions are desir- 

ee pee Re Ee a oO 
ok Sica Sy ee = eo ES 
Ses S Sa re a Oa eS Oe 
=e S — 2 = gle a Ses 2 Betty L. Les coordinates biodi- 

a eae Se ee © ver sity-related issues for DNR’s 
Scie . e EI : ae en eee =z Division of Resource Manage- 

hee ete = oes ee eee © ment. Kristin Visser isa special 
; mare, Cae Bt Se = assistant to the director of 
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BIODIVERSITY IN WISCONSIN 

Building biodiversity into DNR management plans 

Comments from James T. Addis, 

Administrator, Resource Management Division 

Why has biological diversity becomean _ guarantee that it will stay forever as it If biodiversity doesn’t mean locking up 
issue for DNR? is now. Some time in the future, these [ands and letting nature take its course, 

As scientific knowledge advances, “preserves” will need management, too. what does it mean? 

we more clearly understand the link- Sometime we will want to preserve It means that in managing property 

ages among more pieces of the natural we try even harder to take into account 
world. There is more scientific, legal —- ai the variety of species and habitats 

and public demand to include biodi- aver UC present, to view each parcel as part of a 
versity principles in our practices and yey Ps regional landscape and to consider the 

decisions. We need to analyze and con- _ long-term implications of our decisions. 
sider those changes through open pub- p Our overall goal is to sustain a land- 
lic discussion. eee scape that has a healthy mix of all four 

_ levels of diversity — genetic, species, 
Does “biodiversity” mean DNR will lock = community and ecosystem. We want to 

up large tracts of land and allow no man- s look at habitat, not individual species. 
agement and no harvesting? a lal : And we want the public involved be- 

No. In places where we decide to % aa) fore decisions are made because, 
restore the natural landscape, it usual- -= : aes } frankly, we want to avoid the kind of 
ly won’t recover naturally. In some cas- > ; confrontations that have occurred else- 
es restoring and maintaining biodiver- i, yo where. 

sity will require very labor-intensive _— | y 

work: planting and burning prairies, _ i How might DNR policies and proce- 

reintroducing species, and controlling ‘ : dures change as biodiversity is considered 
non-native species. The landscape has : > im management activities? 

changed so much that the idea of “no V4 8 It will affect our land plans and our 
management” is rarely an option. a = _ priorities for buying property. It could 

Also, “no management” will not : = change our programs to stock fish and 

meet the needs of Wisconsin’s citizens. PerarOrnie ve Seve RAS Sg game birds. It will change the type of 
We want to blend human needs and assess the surrounding watershed and landscape advice we give to private landowners, 

values with our desire to maintain the _ 8 well as a particular project site. the kind of habitat changes we make to 
whole landscape. areas that contain unique or endangered encourage game species, the size and 

In the northern forests, for example, plants or animals. We may want to pre- shape of timber sales on DNR forests, 

preserving stands of very old trees or _ serve other areas to let nature take its and how and when we do prescribed 

wilderness areas will be a partofamo- _ course, that is, to preserve ecological _ burning. 

saic of land uses, but so will many other processes. Those areas will be especially One of our goals is to review present 

things — including areas where the for- useful as outdoor research laboratories DNR activities and procedures to de- 

est will be harvested. A key issue in the and as teaching centers where people termine if they help conserve 

northern forests is the age of trees can learn ecological concepts. We have _ biodiversity. If some are not helpful, 

present. The forest is now dominated a lot to learn about how ecosystems we will want to talk about how we 

by sapling and pole-size trees, with few function. Preserving some areas will be need to change those activities. And 

stands of mature trees. We want to pro- one of many strategies for conserving we recognize that people in this agency 

vide trees of all ages to sustain natural biological diversity. don’t have all the answers. We want to 

communities. talk to everyone — researchers, hunt- 

Does “managing for biodiversity” mean ers, anglers, environmentalists, farm- 
What about preservation? Does it have that DNR wants to put the landscape back ers, local government officials, timber 

a role? the way it was in the early 1800s? producers — who wants to talk to us 
Yes, but it’s important to remember No. We recognize that the landscape —_ about this issue. We will be asking for 

that natural systems are always chang- is irrevocably altered. However, we will help in deciding how DNR should 

ing, though the change may be slow —_ use what we know about what was _ change the way we do things now. 

and not noticeable in a single human _here in the early 19th century as a 
lifetime. So preserving an area won’t benchmark to guide restoration work. 
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The Pike 
has been used as an 

agricultural drainage channel so 
oy. long that it’s easy to forget 

a river runs 

a ) through it. 

wAtTWToc™=w.45 Ss 

™f > f By ie a ; ‘ 

Jeff Schimpff | | ) 

t seemed as likely a place as S$ 
any to make good in this land 
of opportunity. Racine and 

Kenosha were developing as Li a RL 

industrial centers. Water and % ae ae 

land routes provided easy access tothe Ce) = ~—sgcenttly cradled the Pike, and kept the 
supplies and markets of Milwaukee and Pe Se ad § water clean. 
Chicago. ee ak e an ~ Beginning in the early 1900s, farm- 
The European immigrants who settled a it ee Ss ers in the watershed began to dredge 
farms along the Pike River in the state’s 4, : gape 5 ee i and straighten the channels of the up- : 
southeast corner found fertile soils all a z Te Soe i per Pike River, Pike Creek, and several 
along th hi ia FF ee ir tri ies ig, the watershed from the upper = eet \ |) of their tributaries to help dry out crop 
river at Sturtevant (called Corliss in its pie ES ya } fields faster for spring planting. They 
early days) and Mount Pleasant, to yl es ap also tiled their fields to further improve 
Somers and Truesdell along Pike Creek ——— ON [. drainage. 
to the south. During the early settle- fe ae = Dredging the stream channels re- : ; SN ee ‘ : as ment period when tillable farmland was —————— — fi) # moved riverbank vegetation, elimi- 
cheap and plentiful, clusters of wet- — ~~ z nated silt-catching meanders, and 
lands collected unabsorbed rainwater Ce =? stripped away much of the stream bot- 
from the rich, moist prairie soils that Nit 5 tom habitat. Although these extensive 
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drainage activities expanded the till | Watershed planning forecasts guide future actions, communities in 
able acreage, they eventually dried up tremendous growth the watershed formed the Pike River 

most of the necklace of wetlands that Watershed Committee and enlisted the 
circled the stream channels. The By the mid-1970s, it was clear that assistance of the Southeastern Wiscon- 

changes greatly reduced habitat for fish the capacity of the channelized streams sin Regional Planning Commission 

and wetland wildlife, and sent (SEWRPC). In 1983, SEWRPC 

forceful flows of erosive water [aise published a comprehensive 
downstream. ee me = plan projecting regional needs 

Streamside land drained for @a@ ee i poeta through the year 2000. The plan 
agriculture also seemed suitable é = ss Ce grea ig ate TT recommended allocating more 

for residential, commercial and [== : es soos land for residential, commercial 
industrial development, which [= i ter ee ~. and industrial development; 

in turn further reduced the nat- ~~ 3 En Ce oe ee designating more parks, natu- 

ural vegetation. Without shady ae > | ralareas and other open space; 
banks, water temperatures rose £ acs 722 and implementing solutions to 

more rapidly on hot, sunny 7 aE = ~ control flood damages while 
summer days. Eroded soil, in- a 5 managing existing and antici- 

dustrial wastes, agricultural Sa pated stormwater problems. 

chemicals, lawn fertilizers and <=. 7s The plan emphasized storm- 
street runoff were now flushed 5 es a ’ ah. Sie. Pe "= water management measures 

into the Pike without filtering = ee ee eee <  & _ because job growth, and indus- 
through wetlands or wide buff- - we i ie Pit =f Ny i = trial, commercial and residen- 

ers of shoreland grasses. The aaa ee F ral ie Hf tial land development were pre- 
river water became more silty wet eee + iat ) dicted to increase significantly. 
and turbid. Dissolved oxygen {Segeiaaiaeseeas ieee” r Regional planners estimated 
levels dropped. In general, life ae ea EG that community expansion 

became difficult or impossible [aaarey ee Sea a i would pave or develop another 
for all but the most pollution- #7 ae Nana ii Nt Bi 15 of the 37 square miles that 

tolerant aquatic species. at z ba ti ; . remained in agricultural and 

We now recognize how dis- fia Hi) | = open lands. This, of course, 

ruptive such stream channeliza- { ! ‘ § means even more water would 

tion projects can become. Since Wa = be heading for the Pike River 

1987, DNR guidelines have (/eft) Trailers, businesses and paved lots abut the ditched portions along channel, filling it faster and 
viewed river channel alterations the upper Pike east of Sturtevant. spilling more widely over adja- 

as a last resort for communities (above) Even cvong fenese wonteion rune! Snow melt carries cent farmlands, golf courses and 

that can find “no other reason- nutrients and soil directly from thawing farm fields. Without grassy or lawns. 

able alternatives to solving a rec- ae buffenetips, stornWates caries city, road and country /pollutants After weighing several alter- 
ly into the Pike River. 

ognized flooding problem.” native solutions, the plan pro- 

To judge how channel manipulation could no longer keep pace with in- posed to further widen and deepen ap- 

altered life in the Pike, one needs only creased stormwater runoff resulting proximately 14 miles of existing stream 

to examine the marked changes in fish from land development in the Pike channel to accommodate future devel- 

populations. Fishery surveys in 1906 River watershed. Homeowners who — opment. Achannel of the size proposed 

and 1924 identified several kinds of built too near the river or in low spots _ could contain even the “100-year flood.” 
finny residents that thrive only in clean had wet basements in spring. Farmers DNR staff expressed concerns that 

water. These included the northernhog — were unhappy that fields created in _ erosion might intensify along the pret- 

sucker, and small fish like the redfin floodplain soils and other poorly __ tiest, most natural stretches of the Pike, 

shiner, least darter, largescale stone- drained areas were sometimes still not from just upstream of the confluence of 

roller, horneyhead chub and southern dry enough for early planting. Other Pike Creek with the upper Pike River, 

redbelly dace. fields ponded up during severe sum- —_ and downstream toward Lake Michi- 

During seven surveys in the 1960s, | mer storms. Local officials and busi- gan. DNR staff also needed to com- 
‘70s and ‘80s, only the redbelly dace nesses were also concerned because _ plete stream surveys to document water 

survived from this original mix of col- future development plans would cre- _ quality, aquatic life, habitat diversity 

orfully named fish. The vast majority | ateevenmore stormwater runoff.Some and estimate the potential to restore 

of fishnow making ahome inthewarm, believed a solution was needed to per- _ the river. 

turbid waters of the upper Pike River _ mit the Pike River channel to carry more Consequently, approval of proposed 
and Pike Creek are species more toler- _ water more rapidly to Lake Michigan. channel alterations has been withheld 

ant of polluted water. To gain a broader view that could’ —_ until local communities modify the plan 
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RESTORING THE PIKE RIVER 

by adding measures to maintain or im- amenities. Most of these communities that winter in the Pike’s lower reaches. 

prove water quality and habitat for have found that their watery corridors, People want other protection for the 

aquatic life. once regarded as nuisances and eye- _ fishery, too — an end to the illegal 

Between 1983-88, local governments sores, could become the focal point in shooting of fish in the river, and rem- 

installed pollution controls on sewage prized neighborhoods. (In Wisconsin, edies for chemical spills, oxygen deple- 

treatment plants and other point a project on the Rock River at Beloit is tion, agricultural chemical runoff and 

sources. In 1988, the Mount Pleasant currently underway.) other pollution that threatens aquatic 

Stormwater Drainage District started Many people are interested ina num- life and has caused massive fish kills. 

the process of applying to DNR for a Some residents would like the wa- 

channelization permit. Other commu- tershed communities collectively to re- 

nities soon expressed their intent to FRE BNA aaciee consider alternatives for controlling 

carry out all the channelization mea- stormwater in a manner that would be 

sures proposed in the 1983 plan. Bronce more compatible with other stream val- 
Concern over the potential environ- RACINE ues. For example, a combination of de- 

mental consequences of such a large STURTEVANT tention basins, wetland protection and 

project led the Department of Natural = eee wetland restoration would minimize 

Resources to require the completion of pes PLEASANT COUNTY LINE the need to increase channel capacity. 

an Environmental Impact Statement oo A few streambank property owners 
(EIS). DNR staff hope the EIS will pro- are concerned that widening the chan- 

mote an understanding of the conse- peer nel upstream would flood their down- 
quences of the SEWRPC channel plan stream property. Some local residents 

and will serve as an opportunity for a ee seals want wrecked automobiles and other 

local citizens to examine alternatives to debris removed from the channel so 

the proposed plan. KENOSHA the river would be safer for canoeing 

Even though SEWRPC considered a and more aesthetically pleasing. 

number of alternatives, some local resi- Some citizens felt proposed jetties at 

dents feel that over the ensuing 10 years, the river mouth were unnecessary and 

attitudes and priorities may have could erode a popular beach in Kenosha 

shifted enough to warrant reconsidera- ty, pike River's frajor beanetee dein mic oF by blocking the normal flow of wave- 
tion of some other options. Others see _ farmlands, businesses and homes. driven sand. Others felt jetties would 
developing the EIS as an opportunity improve water quality and reduce 

to more closely examine the land use ber of options for the Pike’s future. flooding by keeping the river mouth 
impacts of eliminating the floodplain While no one envisions returning the — open during sandbar-building storms. 

in an urbanizing area. rapidly urbanizing Pike River to its Still other people were concerned 

original condition, many residents want about who would pay for any project, 

Viewing EDAnneetorae it restored to a more natural state. That regardless of what was done. 

A i was made clear at a public open house 
community assets instead of rela : 

A eld in July 1992 to begin the process of a hae : 
stormwater drainageways developing the EIS Weighing options and 

i ; oe a 5% _. .: Opportunities for the Pike 
cross the country, stream corridors, There is a strong local interest in RGcen 

no matter how humble, have received restoring the fishery. One of the most 

renewed attention. As farmland and popular activities on the Pike River is DNR staff would like to use the EIS 

other open space is converted to subdi- angling for large steelhead (rainbow process to help communities weigh op- 

visions and commercial areas, local resi- trout) that return to the river from Lake tions that restore and preserve the | 

dents have turned to long-neglected Michigan. The Pike is not fed by springs river’s natural qualities and values. The 

streamsides for recreation and a re- that would maintain the cold, oxygen- 1990 inventory of the river’s fishery re- 

newed sense of connection with the rest rich waters trout and salmon need to sources offers encouragement. Environ- 

of the natural world. Often, these are | spawn. The Kenosha Sport Fishing and mental analyst Steve Mace of DNR’s 

the only open spaces left. Conservation Association maintains an Southeast District believes the survey 

Communities with foresight have artificial fish rearing station so smolts demonstrates that the Pike River “is a 

restored fish and wildlife habitat while (juvenile steelhead and salmon) will system that appears to be reestablish- 

at the same controlling stormwater and return to the Pike as adults. ing itself,” no matter how gradually. 

flooding. Community cleanup and re- A 1990 fishery survey showed that _He noted that a greater variety of fish 

habilitation projects along waterways brown and brook trout also enter the species were found in 1990 than had 

have removed decades of debris,. im- river from Lake Michigan. Several spe- been documented in the past 15 years. 

proved water quality, and have often cies of shiners and other small fish pro- Other tests indicated that water quality 

added recreation trails, parks and other vide a food supply for the steelhead has slowly improved in the Pike dur- 
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RESTORING THE PIKE RIVER 

ing the past three decades as municipal _ of their property might no longer be _ tributaries. These buffers would filter 

and industrial wastewater treatment constrained by floodplain zoning rules. _ pollutants from runoff, greatly enhance 

has improved. Others know that a more normal flood- a proposed environmental corridor in 

The cost of inaction — One option plain would reduce their buildable land the Town of Somers, and complement 

communities can always consider is the area, but remaining land would be more a narrow recreation trail proposed in 

“do nothing” alternative. In the case of valuable if it adjoins a more natural the Town of Mount Pleasant. Other al- 

the Pike, doing nothing to either in- stream with cleaner water and better ternatives, some studied but dismissed 

crease the capacity of the river channel recreation. as more costly by SEWRPC, are also 

or to provide on-site storage of storm- DNR resource managers have taken _ possible. 

water would still be costly. If more of a fish’s-eye look at this latter vision. Continue investing in water quality and 

the watershed is developed and storm- _ Fisheries managers suggest modifying _fishing to spawn further recreational op- 

water runoff increases beyond the cur- _ the proposed straight, deep, steep-sided —_ portunities — Given public demand, 

rent rate, the channel will overflow channel wherever there is enough room. DNR fish managers have made a con- 

more frequently. Communities and By providing a wider, shallower, more siderable investment to improve and 

farmers will have to bear the costs of graceful floodplain channel with me- _ sustain fishing in the Pike. Last year 

flood damage; some properties in the _ anders, fish habitat and plant life could = DNR fishery crews stocked more than 
floodplain may have to be relocated; be restored and the river would sup- 290,000 brown, brook and rainbow 

and ponded stormwater will likely cov- port a wider range of fish, birds and trout, coho salmon and chinook salmon 

er additional lands. other animals. Within this wide chan- _ into the river. By placing more empha- 

Consider how channel design affects riv- nel a smaller, winding “low-flow” chan- sis on stemming runoff, re-establishing 

erside development — Owners of river- nel could provide habitat that both river meanders, removing fish barri- 

ine and floodplain property are weigh- looks and functions more like a natural ers, restoring shoreline vegetation and 

ing where their best interests lie. Some _ stream than the present channel. providing public access, the river could 

believe building the channel deep Cooperative management agree- _ attract even more anglers, other com- 

enough to contain all flood waters ments with property owners could es- patible recreation, and related new busi- 

would allow them to develop their tablish grassy strips and restore wet- _ ness opportunities. 

property right up to the riverbanks. Use lands along the river and its major River restoration is an opportunity to 

Restoring the riverbanks brings beauty and value to shoreland property. The coneflowers and Queen Anne's Lace add a burst of create quality CUEr 

color to this prairie planting along the upper Pike River. spaces — An inven- 

paremee a - ; 6 6 tory of wildlife 

Wee Sina ‘ Soe : Boos EES fates habitat along a 200- 
5 Ais PEPE ; Oe y ee = foot-wide swath of 

oy : : a et Higeetewe) the river shows that 

$e GS Pons aN s ; . the potential for 

Since pa S ee pier ; protecting quality 
rEg oe fist Deen Wan s ps ‘ open space is still 

PNA Sag fee eee | er i pete Sei great. Thirty percent 

ane ae gro i Bo ere a Se) of the corridor has 

Bee eS ee Be NS Sie Vertedto residential, 

ee Re) saat ee tes a “_ Pee ne commercial or in- 

Rae ee a (pie = on eae f : Seg tige *e dustrial use. But 

SE ea Ne early 43 percentoof 
Oe Se ees pe AS Pa Bocmereaeeeeme = this narrow river 

Re Ne Gog Sate i. Oey eel corridor (363 acres) 
iat ee ae Sion Ae AS Dien eipee Se ON iS aR ee a ie 

rs CSR SUIT A OO gO ON esta is undeveloped 
gle: shunt a PORE Seana ee VANE a aah 

MGs ae es ON Oe , epee TC covered wi 
et ue aoe aa Meee eS mau BAN Red ca re ae ‘i grasses or woods. 

a oe ee Aas RE ule ces - : The remaining 27 

Re eye a ae evra and, Job fore 
oa bs oad hh re TS eam dg ee AEN a iM ns ~ f tural land: Job fore 

Ahh Be. es ees, a EO Ae SAN casts predict fewer 
et he ia pale NTs eo Oa farmers in the 

E OE Sy Wire i Bae Saat ware Nie ed an) « watershed’s future Ay } : Sod oe = ae i. eu Peed ey eA aiid = : : 

7 Yn NES san re ate Ce ed IRs ‘Wee: pe eee es Sie a z as farmland is con- 
4 ne ioe f= om a aR Stee eS eae eee. verted to other uses. 

SRR SaS She PE eR Mean a Gale Pele eg si. * a developers and 
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RESTORING THE PIKE RIVER 

local government can decide either to | eas ree a Se 

cooperate or to compete for riverside Re tae i, se. BS 1s UR ; 

property. The opportunity to provide 4 \ | iF i e bs $ 3 sie ee 

public recreation and open space will ‘ 1! ALA 4 ‘ ae 
rapidly diminish unless county, town, | S 

or other local governments are poised N be Bs 

to acquire land or negotiate easements , ide 2 

along the river. | Rae : zi y eee a 8 —_— a 

ery a sient Sorensen oe EF eb ca gene 

Sharing the costs, sharing the ge Pr ae Lo ee 

If the Pike is to be restored to a more sg FF ore es Re eae Ww a ae ES sects a eee 
oe : ae : Ae SCG ete rece 

natural condition , rather than enlarged ee ¥ a er eis 

primarily to accommodate stormwater 2 ‘ | o Cs Ce) . iy oss Sete 
flows from urban expansion, interest 2S ee i} é ay . Pa eas anaes eee 

groups with divergent agendas in sev- Sone \ V4 ah Vase E agin dis 
eral communities will need to reach a = \ { ak Sanh 

consensus. All parties seem to agree : se ze fi y/ i ws seh 

that, at a minimum, present wildlife nom eo, if { La 3 = } 

and fish habitat values should be main- s A =! er Li ee s 

tained. A preliminary channel design a = eae DE AB 

from Mount Pleasant does propose = ca ne Lie é ® 
some fish habitat improvement. The ; i eye 
watershed committee believes it is pos- ‘s oe F \) el i » ' 

sible to further refine the SEWRPC pro- ee er ie { 
posal and produce a consensus plan. J > ie : 5 d 

Yet, it’s uncertain if restoration will ae . y \ 

go further. No one has rushed forward i 5 fg sah 

with the cash necessary to fund acqui- Jo 

sition of a recreational corridor or sites CY 

for wetland restoration. Recently, a ) 
Town of Mount Pleasant official stated 

that budgetary woes may severely ham- 

per implementation of their recreation - i 

corridor plan. : v9 

The experience and expertise of out- : : = 

side parties like the National Park Ser- a 

vice (through its Rivers, Trails and 3 

Conservation Assistance Program) or " g 

the UW-Extension System could help ; : ; . 
a Anglers from Kenosha and Racine who raise and fish salmon on the lower Pike are strong partners in the 

watershed communities form a collec- _jiver’s recovery. 

tive vision, and steer local governments 

toward additional funding sources. For shoreland vegetation. Anglers, wildlife Natural Resources effort to develop al- 

instance, if final plans call for extensive watchers, boaters, bicyclists, hikers and ternatives to examine as part of the EIS 

habitat restoration and public recreation neighbors might take part if in return _ can provide a useful framework for this 

along the river, project proponents _ they could enjoy the benefits of restored _ process. 

could apply for grants from both the _ habitat. This approach also instills in Like the vision that first drew set- 

state Stewardship Fund and federal residents a greater sense of stream stew- tlers to this area, deciding the future of 

habitat restoration programs. Several _ ardship. The Southeast Gateway Chap- _ the Pike River presents some interest- 

foundations also award money forsuch __ ter of the Sierra Club has already offered ing new opportunities. oO 

uses. to host meetings and work projects. 

Another way to reduce costs is to Important issues concerning the fu- _Jeff Schimpff, a former Kenosha County resi- 

enlist volunteers to do much of the ture of the Pike River remain to be re- dent, isa DNR environmental analyst based 

physical work like cleaning streams, sta- _ solved by local residents and officials ee ec ies 

bilizing streambanks, installing in- | working together to develop a com- 

stream fish habitat and planting mon vision. The current Department of 
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The 400 Trailisthe | i 
se — D 

newest recreation = ; ee a 

destination along the _ 5. . Se A dace 4 2. scenic route of a classy ; » — 
: 40 . —_ (eo i 

train thats . == | a: 
— 7. . | ; = i | 

through southwestern. N 4 sie 33 An: 
84. NAP =@ a 

7 Fece <i. 2 te I C= = 

. ee OU a : . Whe ees Peeeeae....| = 
Somewhere in the deep recesses of eS ‘fh Be j eee a - 

our memories a large, shiny, locomo- | sie PN a eis Coo a 
Lae ? Fes ae Ce Wk os ees 

tive sits at the station—sleek and ready [= = oar aS ate get Sats Sse 
to roll with a full head of steam. [ee MR 2 ee ee 
Whether real or imagined, it carries us i See SSS a noes Epes aoe ces < S 

eee cai oe eee enc Sh SN SOE SEA i ita Ss ee a 
through nighttime readings of The Little |) | |= a= — ae oe ae ae Steen as Saco | 
Engine That Could, old western movies, ro Wise ee ae ges Sa ee 

BeSraaee ec pS es RRO eee RRR 
old train sets, grainy black-and-white eee BOT oS eee ere ey Se ea ead % 

SRS tse PN SE SE Sp IA TR REE ONS a 
films of soldiers departing during war 5 ae 

A 3 = 7 A eS (above) A Chicago and Northwestern engine of the type and vintage of the famous 400. 
times or immigrants’ stories of their 

journeys to a new land. Perhaps that (below) Author and trail manager Allison Beach travels the trail that weaves along the Baraboo River, 
memory is stirred by a flattened penny bluffs, river bottoms and small-town charm of southwestern Wisconsin. 

in the very back of a dresser drawer. between Reedsburg and Elroy. The trail and that, according to local press hype, 

Today, we are less dependent on will be a crowd pleaser because it’s made it “the fastest train on the Ameri- 

trains, but their long, straight rails still beautiful, it offers a wide range of rec- can continent.” Not only was the loco- 

influence our lives. reation and it links with several other motive superior, but the coaches had 

The railroad system aimed to reach trails. reclining seats and the lounge car was 

and connect every corner of the na- The trail has a colorful history. The — sumptuously appointed with the latest 

tion. Wood ties and steel rails were laid Chicago & Northwestern railway be- _ in comfort and fashion, the quintessence 

in gentle grades through some of gan operating this line on January 2, _ of luxury travel. 

Wisconsin’s most scenic areas. Though 1935. The route continued to provide People who rode the 400 saw an area 

the great and powerful locomotives no passenger service between Chicagoand of geographic diversity very different 

longer run many of the rails, their the Twin Cities until 1963. from the lands they had come from. 

routes still mark the path to adventure. The sleek train was called the “400” Through the train windows they wit- 

Currently, 14 public trails statewide are _ to suggest class and associate it witha — nessed wetlands, sandstone bluffs, prai- 

becoming our finest recreation corri- | prominent social register of the same _ ries, river bottoms, rolling croplands 

dors. name. More importantly, the 400 was _and pastures. Bicyclists, hikers, horse- 

The newcomer pulling into the sta- _ fast, averaging 63 mph. It traveled the _ back riders and snowmobilers enjoy the 

tion for your recreational pleasure is 400 miles between the upper Midwest's _ same sights and experiences today as 

The 400 Trail. It runs a 22-mile stretch two great metropolises in 400 minutes —_ they explore The 400 Trail at a slower, 
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| Ei. a. 
‘df po ae 

% | 
Elroy-Sparta Trail tym 4 

A tae Juneau County Omaha Trail Ne = : 2 

1 @ Ne Vas) : by Mois @2) NG SC». ile ee |S Se AA SAS ee a cae} oe t 
a ELROY SAek Ae " 

ew a A ae 
Miles | if a .) ‘ 

| (li % Ns 
UNION CENTER fre 2 fs 

Pe, XS OOO’ + ey i 
X Miles y = & e 

\ AA G \  WoNewoo 3 
rR Bicycle / Horse i wa 2 

“r& Teh Spatvent Buying a trail pass at the converted railroad station in Reedsburg. Communities along the route 
3 provide rest areas, restaurants, services and amusements that welcome trail users. 

Dutch Hollow & 
Lake ‘2 

‘ 
wre im ne these small towns to share ex- state where time measured on a watch 

Urs LAVALLE YA, periences with their visi- or a sundial are precisely in sync. Pio- 

ioe cope eee SoS MI tors. Each community _neer Village and the Museum of 

AIGEWAY es ; along the trail has its | Norman Rockwell Art are popular stops 

Oe neco River 4 Miles Own unique traits for visitors. The downtown area has 

Mr VCnVlAce = es which give visitors | preserved many fine buildings and 

PUBLIC RESTAREA A SS A a true feeling for homes that ate listed on the National 

CAMPING A SY southwest Wis- Register of Historic Places. 

consin. The city also offers a fine public park 
mn REEDSBURG 

more intimate pace. Reedsburg, system. Large and small parks scattered 
The hills of southwestern Wiscon- _a city of 5,000 people, is located on the —_‘ throughout town provide a municipal 

sin, untouched by the last glacier, are south end of The 400 Trail. The Depart- swimming area, many picnic shelters, 

home to many plants and animals that — ment of Natural Resources’ goal is to _ several ball diamonds and some camp- 

will delight those who travel the trail. complete the trail through town and sites at South Park. Visitors will also 

By bike, foot, horse or snowmobile, restore the old train depot as a trail find a large selection of restaurants and 

you may catch a glimpse of red-tailed head by the summer of 1995. For now, _ lodging. In Reedsburg bicyclists can 
hawks, sandhill cranes, wild turkeys, | explore town and when you're ready _ connect with the Wisconsin Bikeway, a 

kestrels, great horned owls, indigo bun- to hit the trail, start your journey atthe — 300-mile route leading from La Crosse 

tings, northern orioles, wood ducks, temporary trail head on the west side to Kenosha, which was the first state- 

great blue herons or sora rails. A little | of town north of Highway 33 at the wide bicycle route in the nation. 

closer to the ground, travelers may see _ intersection of North Preston and La Travel eight miles northwest on the 
bobwhite quail, white-tailed deer, mink, Valle streets. trail and you'll find the village of La 

beaver, red and gray foxes, badgers or Reedsburg lies directly on the 90th _—Valle hidden in a valley of the Baraboo 
raccoons. meridian, making it the only cityinthe River. This small town (pop. 412) 

Botanists, both novice and expert, We oe TRO HCNE aE Ras scien Wises Bl nestled between Dutch Hol- 
: : . Pak aoe : ni 1c extends rural hospitaii IS gre visitors . 

will enjoy identifying prairie natives al Ronee or trail. pas . ¥ low and Lake Redstone, bills 

like little bluestem and coneflower as itself as “The Crossroads to the 
well as forest flowers like trillium. eet — oe: oe = Lakes.” The two manmade 

The 400 train carried much more ——=—— _ lakes offer excellent water 

than goods, livestock and people. It —— ME TO x sports and fishing. Two parks 

brought an enriched history and a fu- WELCO neighbor La Valle: Hemlock 

ture to the hills, river bottoms, farm- s woc County Park features beauti- 

lands and small towns it whistled WONE ful sandstone bluffs that 

through: Reedsburg, La Valle, Ma beckon to be explored. The 
: i : 

Wonewoc, Union Center and Elroy. In ark has a children’s park, a 

a new way, the old rail line will again TH shelter, picnic areas and grills. 

provide opportunities for residents of — 7 nT 400 BIN Lake Redstone offers a beach, 

a a MIDPOINT OF T 2 § children’s park and picnic 

e D a 3 area. La Valle is also at the 
E (opposite)Pastoral beauty along The 400 Trail — aya = ae ee ac x < 
g spiderwort just east of Wonewoc and a farm along Pont bare a) Mi + 3 ura ooo utne horse men 
@ the Baraboo River north of Reedsburg. aa = = which parallels the bike trail 
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THE 400 TRAIL 

for the 7.5 mile journey to Wonewoc. ers and tall pine, oak and maple trees, Sparta Bike Trail connects with the La 

At the midpoint of The 400 Trail and offers a large swimming pool and the Crosse River State Trail, which links to 

the northern terminus of the horse trail, only public campground between the Great River State Trail. This net- 

Wonewoc contains the only interpre- Reedsburg and Elroy. work of trails now provides more than 

tive nature trail on The 400. Trail users The quiet village of Union Center —_ 100 miles of continuous bicycling from 

who want to switch recreational gears (pop. 206) and the surrounding area Reedsburg to north of Trempealeau. 

will be pleased to discover that in harbor unique habitat and a variety of The Commons in Elroy is an easy 

Wonewoc (pop. 830) they can hike, bike, services, including a golf course. Just place to access all these trails. This 

canoe, horseback ride and snowmobile. north of town along the trail you’llsee | downtown park provides parking, 

Bike repairs and canoe and bike rentals beaver dams and wetlands. restrooms, lockers, showers, area infor- 

are available in the village. Baker Field, Elroy (pop. 1,600) is gaining fame as mation, picnic facilities, a Tot Lot and 

located directly off The 400 Trail, has a the hub for bike trails, now hosting ac- __driver-only shuttle service. Elroy is on 

covered shelter, lighted tennis courts cess points to The 400 and Elroy-Sparta _—_ the west fork of the Baraboo River, 
and a ball field. The American Legion state trails as well as Juneau County’s which offers fine trout fishing. A city 

Park, which is surrounded by wildflow- | Omaha Trail. In addition, the Elroy- park on the south edge of town has 

camping facilities, a picnic area and a 
Bikers and campers enjoy a refreshing stop at the Commons in Elroy where they can rest, picnic or take a swimming pool. 
relaxing shower. Three recreational trails meet here. in eer 

The inviting atmosphere all the small 

rd “ue towns along the trail provide is em- 
ie rh : 4 : 
on ee pry bodied in The Friends of The 400, Inc. 

* . Te oes This support group has already made 
>» nh : : 

> a ee great strides to promote the trail even 

4 though it just opened. The friends group 
’ ? § = has developed an informational bro- 

= A —— chure, designed a 400 Trail patch, and 
: en & ‘ "i i ‘ organized the trail’s grand opening last 

t. sig : Mes § oe : June 5th. This nonprofit organization 
ah po eee aa z ca sega 3 - provides an invaluable service to help 

Tr ‘si Laan 3 a y a maintain The 400 Trail and lay down 

y: SS ioe A Se S the welcome mat for visitors and com- 

M | Pa oe — munities along the route. For more in- 

: — yy ij, Hye 4 ee formation on The Friends of The 400, 
4 £ ye GPa | oS Inc. please write to P.O. Box 400, 

2M “ V6 ys ) Gf ES ps + Wonewoc, WI 53968. 

>a p iting oN Bs aol As you explore The 400 Trail, take 
ee f _) ri Pe |e the time to savor the scenic serenity 

wm | | ee aD > B = and enjoy the small-town friendliness 
: VE a) ano that surrounds the route. And as you 

ae 4 a hi take a relaxing pedal along the mild 
eee ‘ grade, reflect on the great engine, the 
S : iz vast railroad empire, and Wisconsin’s 

- ™ J commitment to recreation that made 

4 5 the trail possible. You may hear even 

7 f hear faint, lone whistle of the “400” 

; t S carrying its city slicker customers 

Fog through the countryside. oO 

wo? ice SS Allison Beach, trail manager for The 400 
A Be ee Trail, is stationed at DNR’s Southern Dis- 

; % UO Par trict Headquarters in Fitchburg, Wis. (608) 
Fase IS 275-3214. Trail information is also available 

- oi 5 ae = . ~ AN from Wildcat Mountain State Park, Box 99, 
a ao ame Sa - Ontario, WI 54651 (608) 337-4775. 

3 Re oO SN Sa 

ao nen ries I WO n a 
Hee = aa ae Oe Re . a 
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THE 400 TRAIL 

e e 
Y © pes Town festivals along the trail 

Reedsburg July 4, Sun. — Fireworks 

at dusk — at Webb Park 

FALL 
i : é last Friday in July — Reedikulus Day 

first Saturday in Oct. = Harvest Festival, See Annual Street Sales sponsored by the Reedsburg Area 
City Park — Craft Show. Contact SE —e Chamber of Commerce. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in Reedsburg. 
Reedsburg Chamber y SE Contact Reedsburg Chamber of Commerce 
of Commerce (608) 524-2850 i J ‘eat ie ‘i yah! (608) 524-2850 

Fk er kehaa ie Ste 
Oct. 31, Sunday -Halloween Ff oe Cp tee oe LOY 

Dy Fk idk. Binameereeang Parade yaa ase aa ean aa 

Contact Reedsburg Chamber ‘3a GR iaeuas40h struc 
of Commerce Sa es al iE) Valle 
(608) 524-2850 FALL 

last Saturday in Nov. — Breakfast with Santa, third Sunday in August — Annual La Valle Celebration 
Voyageur Inn — (608)524-6431 at La Valle Community Park. Events of the day include a 

parade, horse show, Fun Run, variety show, chicken 

SUMMER barbecue and assorted children’s games 

last Sunday in May — Reedsburg Area Historical Society 

Annual Chicken Barbecue and Open House 

on historical property grounds east of Reedsburg on 

Highway 33 - Contact Lavern Kruse, Pres. — Wonewoc 

(608) 727-2922 

, : h FALL —- WINTER 
first Sunday in June — Fly-In/Drive-In Breakfast : 

sponsored by Reedsburg Optimist Club. 7 a.m. to 12 August — Woney — Wacky Days, 
ay. az Combe Gruce Bed ~ (608) 524-2842 Street side ae Vee. Contact Wonewoc Area 

Betterment Club (608) 464-3220 

third week in June— Annual Reedsburg Butter Festival d : : 

Fun for all — 10K run, parade, tractor pull, horse pull, first Saturday in Feb. - Wonewoc antes Fest : 

Little League exhibition games, demolition derby, carni- Old Fashion Games, broom hockey, ice sculpting, 

val, arts and crafts fair, live music, food stands. Tues.: candlelight walk, dance, hay ride — : 

Crowning of Miss Reedsburg; Weds.:Family Night, contact Wonewoc Betterment Club 2 
Crowning of Butter Festival King and Queen; (608) 464-3220. EN G3 
Sat.: Parade in downtown Reedsburg at 10 a.m.; fcr “a LB 

Sun.: Arts and Crafts Fair, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Most SUMMER bee dy a / 

events held at Nishan Park, corner of Hwy. H Fourth of July — Fourth of July Celebration Rees : ey 

and 8th Street, on Reedsburg’s east side. parade, softball and volleyball tourna- ae 

Contact Bette Wheeler, Chairman — ments, chicken barbecue, fireworks es “gees a SS 

(608) 524-2103 Be) at Baker’s Field. SS ae 

third weekend in July — Little Britches “IN 

Rodeo I 

sponsored by La Valle Team Penning Fy i s)buen's 

July 3-4 — Bow Down Show Down \- 

at Reedsburg Outdoor Club grounds 4 f SUMMER 

on weekend nearest 4th of July 4 a a last weekend in July — Elroy Fair 

ee 
Wy es 
ae aN 
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The federal government is poised to transfer more than 670 islands 
in Wisconsin rivers and lakes to state ownership. Did you know 

we already manage 600 others? 

Tina V. Bryson 

s a new resident of  veyors on foot perceived that small is- signs and schedule necessary mainte- 
Wisconsin, all I expected lands had little value compared to the nance. 

A= the Badger State effort it would take to survey them. Now, DNR managers have a rare 
was badgers, snow, more Some islands were as small as .002 of opportunity to acquire additional is- 
snow, and more snow. an acre. Those islands that were not lands totalling more than 2,500 acres. 

As I trudged from December through surveyed couldn’t be sold to private A BLM inventory of the proposed 
March bundled up from head to toe, I interests and have remained under fed- property includes approximately 590 
wasn’t comforted by well-wishers who _ eral ownership as public domain. river islands, 70 inland lake islands 
assured me that and 11 Great Lakes 

oe si oes - a ee ke Wate? es Te HAUS Mae Li: islands. The is- mild one. oa Ss — Son. ee es I lands, which range 
My only solace fag/MGISLAND LiFe dit MSIUSIERiigag fog irom 10 t0 

was dreaming of a : 3 ae” eee e ree sence , 2 200 acres, are lo- 
nice warm island Faegaae / | Ae ara 2 cated in 55 coun- s ! é | PROHIBITED i ence om somewhere much [ee] | eee ae | a HUNDERHEAD Fn an a, ties. 
farther south. It =f : ail lee | 3 ome. According to 
never occurred to [3m] ry, feereueem E SSCS ie ; x « Rob Nurre, realty 
me that I now live ee | Pome 2 ie ae = —_— fie = staff specialist with 
in an island state EES OP A alee ea od © the DNR’s Bureau 
and by virtue of of Property Man- 
residency, I owned more than 600 is- However, not all islands in Wiscon- agement, the BLM has determined these 
lands. sin are public property. Surveyed is- properties are surplus and has offered 

Actually, my island ownership is lands could be sold by the federal them to the State of Wisconsin at no 
more like a cooperative. As a Wiscon- government. Second, private parties charge. 
sinite you too are co-owner and we have who held title to all property around “Previously, the State applied to re- 
the opportunity to acquire approxi- | nonmeandered waterways were seen ceive these islands under the provisions 
mately 670 additional islands.Soasmy _as legally holding title to the islands in of the federal Recreation and Public 
partner in this venture, I want to tell those waterways as well. Purposes Act. This process, however, 
you what we own, our current oppor- Those islands kept as public lands _ proved costly and inefficient,” he said. 
tunity, and our responsibilities. were managed by the U.S. Department “Consequently, BLM discovered a more 

Before the states were united and _ of Interior’s Bureau of Land Manage- _ efficient way to transfer island owner- 
governed by the Constitution, the law ment (BLM). In 1912, the State had the ship.” 

of the land was the Articles of Confed- opportunity to acquire some 600 Transfers via congressional grant, as 
eration. While discussing how to deal _unsurveyed islands on inland lakes in _ was done in 1912, recently proved ef- 
with the vast acreage under public do- the northern third of the state. These fective for Michigan and Minnesota, 
main, Thomas Jefferson argued that islands, transferred by a congressional Nurre said. The Wisconsin Department 
random settlement where land was sub- grant, are currently managed by the of Natural Resources is pursuing the 
sequently surveyed would lead to Department of Natural Resources un- _same process to transfer all 670 islands 
costly and drawn-out lawsuits to settle der the State Owned Islands Program. at once rather than on a case-by-case 
boundary disputes. Therefore, the Con- Where feasible, all islands managed 

federation enacted the Land Ordinance by the Department of Natural Re- (above) Islands add a sense of refuge and 
of 1785, which required all federalland _ sources are currently posted to identify Beton Sue sencecebe uneey homes: 
to be surveyed before it could be trans- _ legal public uses. Some of the islands ; i 
ferred from public to private owner- are too small or too rocky to post a Ea Tae trae ae 

ship. sign. The islands are inspected every _ to any islands within that lake or stream. Many 
In conducting the original land sur- _ three years to prevent land trespass, eel er ae laa Ha ap 

vey of Wisconsin in the mid-1800s, sur- record the degree of public use, replace remained in federal ownership. 
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\f= 
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= (i, Yous 

: * i 5 “There is evidence of cultures that 

eB 5 Spas 4H = lived 1,000 years ago,” said Cynthia 
av hg Wo i lt \V i Suan CA a Stiles, project director and archaeolo- 

ba ess ty eee { eae Ga ey gist. “The islands were probably used 
ete oe : Re ee’ y ‘ di - Pe eR fod C L Sae a ‘ for fish processing and gathering of 

Das +S aN Se i Ee a NW 2K food from the lakes and rivers. Later, ig PANY oa \-  ee  S \, See f 
SS bia PF ay Da " Be Mer me, ey loggers dammed the waters between 

; a iy ra ae q Nye? + i) nes ¢ the islands and shoreline to make it 

oe zs ay ae Be a /O i %) We \ NH eX easier to drive logs. 
aN ef 7) <2 4 7 ei oe - a RY eh Ne q Rag ie “All kinds of tool forms such as ar- 

BER icy. ee ee) pho Mee i Ry ree f Mees «=: towheads and tools for processing fish 
Ty fae ep — \e™ ” eS No Ea * and other animals for food [have been 

En ee ae Le we 2 v aN a ino found on these islands]. We also found 

j re. pe AW et LN fi —smetai artifacts from the fur trade era 
ie) L Be ap AY iv Py 2nd pottery.” 
CESS i Ci: tm LN YMA Archaeologists believe that pits dis- 

x ere, ane 5 See CS © EY OSX f covered on several islands were used 
Be ae ieee. cae (q z Sa 2 ONS ie be as food caches. Other island areas were 

evnk PO op SINR Se ee i In light of archaeological evidence, 

a x Pp ie Bis AINE MR hee \Y ey she recommended that each island be 

Peet eee examined to determine if it qualifies 

, ‘ for the National Register of Historic 

Places before recreational activities 

might damage these sites. 

Her Manitowish Shoreline Survey, 

for instance, recorded that on one larger 

isle, “much of the island has been dis- 

turbed by recreational activities and 

natural erosion. The site is naturally 

unstable due to its steep terrain and 

intensive recreational activity has in- 

Islands, like this one north of Minocqua, can preserve plant and animal communities that were squeezed creased the rate of erosion. No ground 
out as shorelands developed. Preserving natural habitat on small islands may take precedence over vegetation has had a chance to grow... 

ee oa Artifacts are presently eroding out of 
basis. Presently, the department, other value, our islands are significant in the bank at an alarming rate.” 

state agencies and the state’s congres- _ other ways. Back in 1912, the main objective in 

sional delegation are preparing to in- Foremost, islands provide a habitat acquiring islands for the public was to 

troduce such legislation in Washington for plants and animals. Wild ginseng _ preserve their fragile features and pro- 

DC and nesting sites for bald eagles, loons _ tect their natural resources. 

The majority of these islands are —_ and ospreys have been found on Wis- Then-Congressman Elmer Morse led 

concentrated in the state’s major rivers: consin islands. Even islands that are _ the 1912 campaign to include the 600 

the Wisconsin, the Chippewa, and the _ mere chunks of rock or low sandbars _ islands in the Wisconsin Forest Reserve, 

Black. Several others are located in can provide refuge for wildlifeand pre- proposed in Vilas, Forest, Price and 

smaller rivers and lakes throughout the serve remnants of native vegetation as Oneida counties. Rep. Morse testified 

state from Milwaukee to Green and surrounding shorelines continue tode- before the House Committee on the 

Douglas counties. Others adjoin the velop. Public Lands that some islands had 

coast of Door, Florence and Marinette Archaeologists have recovered arti- been bought, stripped of their pine or 

counties. If these islands are acquired, facts and other evidence that the is- hemlock, and indiscriminately sold. 

they will be incorporated into existing lands are culturally and historically Islands were easily misused because 

properties that the Department of Natu- rich. Regional archaeologists at the _ they were isolated from consistent scru- 

ral Resources manages. Nicolet National Forest Service in tiny or because they belonged to the 

These unsurveyed islands, once con- Rhinelander recently published a re- _ federal government and escaped local 

sidered insignificant by surveyors, are _ port on their findings investigating is- jurisdiction. Rep. Morse also testified 

now worth about $1.5 million. How- lands in the Manitowish Waters chain that private owners were “establishing 

ever, in addition to their monetary _ of lakes. saloons and houses of ill repute on the 
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UNDEVELOPED ISLANDS 

islands, and in this way practically ru- _signs of overuse. If endangered species “Individuals who feel they have title 
ining our great forest reserve.” start using them, we can be aware of _ to listed lands must submit a written 

Morse’s call to preserve the fragile that and take more aggressive manage- _ claim to the BLM,” Nurre said. “Claims 

resources on islands could refocus our —_—s ment steps,” he said. will be resolved on a case-by-case basis 

attention and intentions today. For sev- “We're proposing to leave many of __ within 10 years after the enactment of 
eral years, the islands Wisconsin re- these islands in the same pristine con- _ the legislation. The intent is to provide 

ceived from the federal government dition that they’ve always been in,” _a process to identify and resolve good- 

were leased to the public for cottages Nurre said. “They’re Wisconsin gems, faith claims of island ownership,” he 

and campsites, but by the mid-1920s, | and we willbe actively protecting them added. 

long-term exclusive leases were phased to keep them that way. In some cases, 

out in favor of wider public access. public enjoyment of an island may Getting public help to manage 
mean simply appreciating it from the islands 

How might Federalasiandane water pas than walking on a delicate 4 4 
Aiccd? shore. Since acquiring 670 islands would 

In the past, visitors caused problems —_ double the number of islands and triple 

Proper uses are still in question to- _ by cutting down trees or leaving trash __ the island acreage in public ownership, 

day as DNR personnel consider wheth- _ on river islands. Since the islands un- _ the current system of inspecting islands 

er islands should be managed to pre- | der BLM management were not posted __ every three years is insufficient to pro- 

serve habitat rather than be developed and were rarely inspected, abuses con- tect them. 

for recreation. tinued unchecked. Two management alternatives are 

Islands are currently classified by “BLM management of these islands being tested. First, = 

their potential to provide recreation— _ has been purely custodial,” said Larry _islands adjoining ce z 

ranging from unrestricted primitive Johnson, BLM realty specialist.”Theis- properties DNRcur- —_ ra ee 

camping to one-night use, day use or lands were not really managed at all _—_— rently owns would A : ca. 

no public use. up to this point. be administered by = Fee 

Nurre is one island advocate who “That's the reason we’re proposing the same property === =eamee ——_\ 

believes that leaving islands undis- to transfer these islands to the Depart- | manager. Second,a == 

turbed is also active management. ment of Natural Resources. [These pilot program will f= S= 

“Some small islands provide a haven _ properties] are valuable for wildlifeand _ evaluate if interest- 

for many species of wildlife and plants, recreational management, but we have ed volunteers — 2aeueuem 

others contain important cultural and only one office in Milwaukee with a _ groups or individu- 

historic sites, still others are scenic and few people to manage 30,000 acres in als — can carry out 

often define the character of the waters 21 states all over the Midwest. We plans that protect 2 

in which they lie. couldn’t do the job that needed to be _and preserve our is- 

“Active management can include done.” lands. Responsibilities could range 

just keeping an eye on the islands for Simply put, the islands canbebetter from keeping records of wildlife on 

managed by DNR _ fragile islands to stemming erosion con- 

Tiny bedrock islands like the one below or the little gem to the right wouldn't people in the field trol and planting trees on islands open 
attract development. Public debate will determine how and if some of the than BLM people to recreation. Island stewards might be 
larger properties are used for recreation or left to nature. * S 3 s 

in an office, John- called upon to monitor firewood cut- 

| \ son said. ting, trash disposal, campsite mainte- 

; According to nance or report attempts to build hunt- 

: vy the draft legisla- ing blinds and cabins. 

Sea Se ER tion, the depart- These diamonds in the rough can 

— — ment could notsell be true jewels in a wilderness setting. 
5 <i or transfer these With your cooperation, public islands 

properties out of will be preserved by those who have 
. steal public ownership, enjoyed them for generations and those 

= a ee but municipalities of us who have just arrived in Wiscon- 

that agree to meet _—_ sin — the Island State! Oo 

o state objectives Sd Fi Ee en ree TE Te le Oa Pee 

tte — re aia could get authority Tina V. Bryson, a recent transplant from 
: ; to manage islands. North Carolina, is a public information offi- 

5 Sa The legislation also with DNR’s Bureau of Information and 
- ucation in Madison. 

es : & provides a way to 

mies resolve private 
eS ownership claims. 
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Pictesraphs 
petroglyphs 

Graffiti, weather and pollution are defacing Wisconsin’s rock art and 

carving away our ancient history. 

Cynthia M. Stiles 

In 1878, a young boy and his friends aS aes es ee ee Brown’s documentation began the 

were trapping raccoons in a small | Az = SCesBssttudy of rock art in Wisconsin. Since 
stream valley in La Crosse County. They eS Se 1879, almost one hundred more sites 
set one trap along a rock wall and no- aa — AE Fees & =~ have been found, most of them since 

ticed a hole in the bluff face. They en- | a Ne “X 1986. 
larged it, and crawled into a small cave. eee eae 13 Rock art of the sort found in Wis- 
The walls were covered with carvings a. ae re = o : 8  consin is categorized as either petro- 
of animals and people. ee __ / 2 glyphs (carved, outlined figures) or 

This remarkable place, dubbed eee hs Ie i pictographs (black or colored draw- 

Samuels Cave, was considered a great es ee : = ATM i oe fy’ ings). Most sites are located in caves or 

find. Though archaeologists and others ee ae Nees aoe 7 = f = rock shelters, or are high on rocky bluffs 

had found and studied ancient Indian [| YN 8 that are tucked back into small stream 
sites in the state well before the 1870s, See eee ___2_ valleys of the southwestern portion of 
here was the first hard evidence of art, a ee = A \ oe : : z the state. Scattered sites have also been 

ceremony and communication from an- pee! a | ¥ Eee = a s found on the tall rocky formations of 

cient cultures. pa 2 V ee oe % Monroe, Adams and Juneau counties; 

Unfortunately, news of this extraor- Bae ere ces ee ae pes ae on a large schist outcrop in Dodge 

dinary find did not reach the Hea Sane Serene ° County; and on the limestone 
State Historical Society of Wis-  qgessyg gegen: seepage eernereees oi » cliffs facing Lake Michigan and 

consin untila year later. The so- Baegaerevs.  qamagemeny = gle 5 = Green Bay in Door County. 
ciety asked Reverend Edward ee) ae Yaa ee eas Archaeologist f 

: ee ahs eee Pe ear eee ee 
Brown, a prominent local ge- Pres cae ew Bry | oe 2 § additional sites have not been 

ologist, to investigate. In the a a ae re 5) ale : See § discovered and many more are 

year between the discovery and § ee Ne pee ek gone, lost to natural rock weath- 

Brown’s visit, the cave had been firs es aur gle a ee pena ering, quarrying and recre- 

visited by the curious and used ie % , S263 ational activities. What remains 
for local gatherings. The walls ee % ma ee, iS a legacy from ancient people 

now had initials and other carv- " a hee _ to future generations. 

ings alongside and on top of ve ee ee Rock art comes in many 
the original figures. Black soot sa Bece<sgei 2 shapes, sizes and colors. The 
from numerous fires obscured | a == most recognizable figures are 
some drawings. es ee ee = cer, bear, fish, moose, birds, 

With the boy’s help, Brown (left) An ancient carving or petroglyph from fox and other animals as well 

identified and traced many of the origi- See WES ES NEE CRE VEIIS CEES as humans. Some panels of rock art 

nal carvings, using charcoal and thin depict recognizable activities such as 

blue paper. His careful tracings are still aan Brno yoo uacug cline hunting and canoeing. However, a con- 

: housed in the historical society’s Ar- one eae siderable amount of the rock art found 
i chives and Research Division in Madi- Crosse County whose discovery started the study remains undecipherable to modern 

5 son. of Native American rock art by European settlers. people. These panels contain patterns 
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ROCK ART 

of lines, circles and other geometric fig- to recall the proper order of ceremo- _ cess. Since 1986, three of the figures in 

ures whose translation has been lost nies. Samuel’s Cave have fallen off the walls, 

through the centuries. Determining the date when rock art _ disintegrating into piles of sand. Quar- 

Understanding the meaning in rock was painted or carved has proventobe —__rying almost claimed a site in Dodge 

art is one of the most difficult challeng- extremely difficult. In most sites the County but a group of concerned citi- 

es facing archaeologists. As early as _ artists did not leave any otherevidence _ zens and state employees negotiated to 

1886, U.S. Bureau of Ethnology scien- of their activity — no carving tools or save the site. Techniques used in the 

tists explored the pictographic writing paints used to make the figures. Many REED ag 

of Indian people then living in North _ caves and rock shelters were used by oN ae ae : 
and South America. The scientists successive generations and different * ore oe aah ‘ ai Fe ag 
sought some standards which could be cultures over and over again. It’s usu- a igs etme do She as i oie 

used to compare the ancient figures. ally impossible to tell which group Sot aa ates et eae Piya 

Indian cultures used drawn and carved crafted the rock art figures. However, \® . : om Ege w SO ay Pee fe 

figures to communicate most aspects archaeological excavations in one : A oy Pye 
E : - é ae 2g iy va Pete a P 5 YS ae a weer 

of their daily lives as well as to record unique site in lowa County may have d Jee aca eg icc Ne, ESR 

special events and ceremonies. Myths, uncovered paint remains. This would Tae gaat ie PA Ey Nero ghd 
4 e ‘ : SE ie eae ak sagt! ents 

stories, battles, treaties, travels, ailments be a breakthrough for dating some of mk ca eee ae Mp. a 
: s 2 5 : Baie Nie Te ie ie ee er ar 

and their causes, accounting, warnings the figures. Other artifacts found at this 5g a Oe oes En ea ies See 

to other groups, tribal and clan desig- _ same level in this excavation are as- 4 7i7Amaa ye Be eenton ee 8 cs 
A Sf an = rs ve de Sees Paap re ey Se ges da at dS 

nations, individual or group achieve- sumed to be the same age. By dating ee4 ae SSM eee ne ig 5 
o z (pene ea ei en ese 3 3 

ments, property markers, personal _ other remains, archaeologists can bet- Ly bess Py “tase eS eae: aif : 

names, daily activities, even games ter estimate when these particular fig- ds a) 6 ee f 2. 4 hs "Wee 
. Pe O47 1”) nc See 

were all recounted and recorded on ures were painted. SED a i Shee 

these rocky tableaus for future refer- The discovery of rock art is an espe- e Freee ye US) ee He Pu is 

ence. More recently Canadian research- _ cially rare find because the paintings [Ry eS ee eee etree Fine : 
ers recording Indian oral histories and and carvings are so fragile. Natural Te aoe ee 8 oe erases 

traditions have found that some rock _ weathering has claimed many sites and Me ae Pe er fy iy 
art panels served as mnemonic devices _ pollution hasaccelerated thisaging pro- Maas ie Se Sie 

(right) A fading black pictograph marred by graffiti at Samuel’s Cave. 

(below) An eagle petroglyph from the Twin Bluffs site. Outlining the figure in chalk proved to be a mistake. Lichen and other plants can adhere to the chalky 
substrate and slowly erode the carving. 
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past to document this artwork left resi- in te ; ro Bee gy Se 
dues that inadvertantly damaged the . Cea PE Ae 
drawings and carvings. Archaeologists j ee eet ee 9 eae a a ma Ee 

used to cast petroglyphs in plaster, but ve, ry > eli € =. Ae ee 
the casting process often removed bits ae & a £ > = ‘ale ni ee she! | 
of the sandstone carvings. Other fig- ae et f — css ae a «| 

ures used to be outlined in chalk before i hes See Pee ete “3 - es & BAG 

photographing. The chalk left a resi- rs ; a ee ier ' uae" aes 
due on which lichen subsequently grew. - fe: ee as ee 7 : os mg eas 

New findings are recorded using low- oe Soie ar ep gee yb iP ky ORD gc ee os 
light photographs and measured draw- eye edtee Goalie an een es file oni s Ss DSi Be | Gaede 

ings to minimize physical contact that Red pictographs of a canoe full of people and an eagle are barely visible. The combined forces of 
has damaged these fragile figures. people, weather, sunlight, waves and vegetation are obscuring these artful relics. 

The single human activity that has £ 

destroyed the most rock art is graffiti. The pictographs of Death’s Door 
Many of the original carvings and 

simple outline paintings look so much Last year, my brother and I decided to look for panels of pictographs that 
like modern doodles or children’s art were reported years ago on the Door County peninsula. Descriptions of the 
that people feel free to add their own drawings gave scant information about the exact location, nor did they offer 
creations. In many areas, petroglyphs details or photographs of the paintings. Still, we felt that with a little luck, we 
were carved into such soft rock that could find them. 

any hard implement can be used to Early on the morning of July 25, we began our search. By mid-morning, it 
carve initials or scrawl messages over was readily apparent that our work was cut out for us. Perhaps the paintings 
the ancient figures. Scientists in Kansas had worn off years ago from the relentless wave action or natural weathering. 

; are now experimenting with chemical At midday, we decided to move elsewhere and look for another panel of 
solutions that form a hard, weather- paintings that had been reported on the peninsula. After considerable time 
resistant coating that would preserve hiking and searching this area, we came up empty. Our hopes of ever finding 
rock art in place. the ancient art were rapidly fading. 

Twelve Wisconsin rock art sites are We decided to return to our original position and continue the search along a 
listed in the National Register of His- rocky stretch of beach. After a few minutes of searching, I noticed Bob, who was 

toric Places. The Register recognizes a little ahead of me, frantically waving his arms and pointing. I raced down the 
prehistoric and historic properties of shore to where he was standing. There they were — the pictographs of Death’s 
national significance. Most of these rock Door. I'll never forget that moment as we stared in awe and wonderment at the 
art sites are located on private property ancient paintings before us. It was like looking through a window in time. 
and are not open to the public. Only a Some of the paintings were in remarkably good condition, considering their 

few are readily accessible, since rock age and exposure to nature. On one panel, we saw a large canoe loaded with six 
art sites are usually situated on high to eight men. At least two other canoes of equal size were covered with lichen 
ledges and rock faces. Roche a Cri State and barely visible. To the right of the canoes was a large bird, possibly an 
Park in Adams County contains one example of the thunderbird described in Indian myth. Continuing down on the 
such site that is open for public view- irregular rocky face were some badly worn paintings, one of a moose; the rest 
ing. This site contains both petroglyphs were too worn to clearly see. 

and pictographs. A new exhibit at the We saw drawings of a dancing man who appears to be urinating, a cross-like 
park explains the artwork and the col- object and a spiral with a side handle. Other paintings appeared worn and too 
orful history of the pictured rocks. badly faded to distinguish their shape. 

As Doug Bohjanen can attest (see As we stood looking, more questions than answers began to surface. Who 
sidebar), seeing a panel of ancient paint- painted these figures? Were the paintings related to any others in the Great 
ings for the first time can be exciting. Lakes? How did they survive centuries of wear? Did these panels record a 
We can only imagine the thoughts of specific event? We knew that Death’s Door had been named for its propensity to 
those young boys at Samuels Cave as lure vessels onto the rocks. Numerous ships have been lost in the area and 
their lantern light played on the figures Indian tales also related mishaps in this vicinity. 
carved into the walls. We must find a We may never know the meaning of these paintings at Death’s Door. We can 
way to preserve these ancient art forms only try to save these archaeological resources from further destruction and 
and sustain that sense of awe about our deterioration so future generations can study and appreciate them. I consider it 

heritage. a a privilege to have visited this special place. And I sincerely hope that actions 
STEPS Re mere can be taken to protect and preserve this fascinating aspect of our ancient 

Hoe fis ee eT ee history. Douglas C. Bohjanen, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
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TetadevsWute 
WHY THERE’S NEVER  shotin the arm to the state’s in- WILDCAT SIGHTING WHY TRANSPLANT 
ENOUGH TIME TO dustrial and agricultural base.” It In mid-March I was looking EXOTIC TREES? 

FISH is the siren’s call of the greed through my kitchen window Although the project described in 

The Outstanding Waters piece factor; the irresistible desire to glancing up the small hill to the “Ambassadors with roots” (April 

brought up a few math facts you increase the quantity of life. His- south where we cut wood. Isaw a 1993) is designed with good in- 

might use to promote our water- tory shows us that it is most often cougar smelling the ground and tentions, I was surprised to find 
ways. the prospect of economic gain looking over a few uncut pieces that a natural resources agency 

Wisconsin has 14,927 inland that motivates humankind to ac- of wood. He/she was taking his/ supports the introduction of 
lakes. That means if a person had tion rather than the long-term her sweet time dragging a long, plants which are not native to an 

the opportunity to visit a different practicality and sustainability of a heavy tail and keeping aneye on _area. There are hundreds of ex- 
lake each and every day, it would —_given endeavor. History shows my three black sheep and pygmy —_ amples of how such actions re- 
take more than 40 years before us, too, that regarding our activi- goat. The livestock didn’t seem to sulted in the loss of native species 
you’d make a return visit to any ties, Ma Nature always bats last. be concerned, but they occasion- through disease or as the result of 

water. Unfortunately, this is the lesson ally eyed the “wild thing.” competition. Our government 

Lake Winnebago itself can that we often refuse to learn or I quickly got my binoculars alone spends millions of dollars 

keep someone entertained for accept. thinking the animal would bolt, on attempts to get rid of such 
quite a while. If a person fished Kurt Sroka but ol’ wild thing was still there foreign species. Was there a valid 
for one minute in each square Somerset, Wis. strolling slowly like it was wait- reason for not planting species 
acre of that lake, that angler ing for the bus. I even got to go which were already native to 
would have to fish 24 hours a outside and stand on the back step _ Latvia, Iceland and China? 

day, seven days a week for more You are absolutely right that the observing the cat. Nancy Findholt 

than three months. energy we use must come from That day there were still Union, Ore. 

If you spent a day at each some source. The key to raising patches of snow. I went up the 
Wisconsin trout stream, it would energy crops lies in capturing hill, found the cat’s tracks and We don't disagree one bit about 
take more than seven years to energy from a free source — the covered the paw prints with a the caution that ought to be 

visit all of them and another 13.7 sun. As with any other crop, bucket. By the time I could show _ exhibited before exotic species 

years to spend a day at each of raising energy crops economi- the prints to someone else, the are introduced to a new area. We 

the 5,002 warmwater streams. cally means one’s production snow had melted. intentionally spent time with 

This adds up to more than 61 costs in time, equipment, fuel, etc. That’s OK. I know whatI saw — Chinese, Latvian and Icelandic 

years of different fishing holes must be less than the value of and my life is richer for it. foresters discussing genomes, soil 

and we haven’t even talked about energy derived from the finished Jacqueline Baleton requirements and proposed 

the Great Lakes that border the product. Almond, Wis. habitats before seeds, seedlings 

state! Several “energy crop” and trees from Wisconsin 

Dennis Lilly farmers are proving it can be nurseries were offered. We 

Black Creek, Wis. done. In fact, a recent article We sure don't think you're crazy. consciously tried to match 

Jere, “How Much Energy Does It Take _In fact the Eastern Puma species that were close to native 
IS THE “E” FOR to Make a Gallon of Ethanol?” Research Network in Maryland stocks and were most likely to 

ENERGY OR by David Morris and Irstad received sighting reports of 46 grow in the host countries. 

ECONOMICS? Ahmed, Institute for Local Self- adult pumas (cougars) and three Our aim was to determine if 

It is, I think, misleading to in- Reliance, December 1992, details cubs in Wisconsin during 1991, excess stock here could be put to 

clude crops and woodlands the costs and energy balance for the most recent year for which fruitful use in these foreign 

among the potential sources of producing ethanol from corn and _ records have been compiled. Of countries. All three places have a 

“easily replenished” renewable from cellulose. The authors these sightings, 29 were of cats in greater need for reforestation 

energy as stated in your April included the costs of feed stocks, the dark phase and most reports stock than can be provided by 

1993 story, “The second coming _fertilizer, fuel, electricity as well came from Waupaca County. native tree nurseries. 

of renewable energy.” Ultimately, as the costs to process the energy Cougars also have a tan or tawny A better solution would have 

the total amount of energy spent crop — steam, electricity and phase. been to import native seed stocks 

to plant, maintain, harvest, trans- transportation costs. Their The Eastern Puma Research from China, Latvia and Iceland, 

port and refine these resources research concludes that the Network compiles eyewitness culture them for two-three years 

must be greater than the total average corn producer could reports. Where many cats are in native soil and return rooted 

amount of energy that can be expect a 33 percent net energy sighted, a researcher interviews stock to its homeland. However, 

derived from them. The unavoid- gain and someone using state-of- witnesses and completes a formal that would raise other concerns 

able Second Law of Thermody- the-art technology might questionnaire. A quarterly report | — imported stock could introduce 

namics tells us that this is true. experience as much as an 87 summarizes such sightings diseases, organisms and a host of 

The real lure of exploiting percent gain over the energy nationwide. You can contact the new genes to our nurseries. 

crops and forests for energy pro- costs of production. Whether this Eastern Puma Research Network Secondly, we don’t believe the 

duction was clearly stated in the excess energy can be sold in care of P.O. Box 3562, costs of such a program should 

article: they “would provide a profitably is another matter. Baltimore, MD 21214. be borne by Wisconsin taxpayers 
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Astick rises from the pond at a 50° angle. ly 
The heron places one foot, then the other on y ZA 

the stick. His feet seem too big and awkward y} 1) 7, 

: oa to grasp the tiny stick yet he steps with no vy || TN NX 
without explicit co Ten difficulty and assumes a crouched fishing Yahi yo oh 

You are absolutely right that i 5 : i Wy fi, ||) 4 SUNN 
: : ; stance, poised for action. He waits. His cen- yf | Meg H//)7) 
importing stock has the potential t f 3 high that the uniest Yj) i | qelyf ) Ala 

to disrupt natural ecosystems. It’s ot 2 Bry Seems SO 7s a 2 = | Hi ) és C Y i} i ' 

a chance most people also willing wisp of wind would surely topple him, yet i), | if Calf ih i 

take each spring in raising he remains motionless. 3 y, ) Yi iJ j iy WVAIN\Y 

flowers and vegetables originally He spots something! His head moves for- i, /| ‘ iy !) f} \ 

raised in other countries and ward. He looks. Minutes slip by. He does not i ee ly if AN 

regions. We tend to ignore such move. His legs do not shake from standing Ef 7 | 

concerns until the import in an off-balanced position for so long. Then, 
“escapes” to the wild and causes with a lightning fast movement, the heron 

a problem. lunges forward like a sprinter exploding from 
ICE AGE TRAIL FAN the starting blocks, although his feet never ‘ 

: : leave the stick. His neck stretches out. His > 
I find Wisconsin Natural Re- F 

5 : - beak enters the water. He snatches an unsus- 
sources to be one of the most er é z i i ae M4 

informative, straightforward and pecting inch-long NOW, Witha quick flip, - ‘ 
entertaining magazines on the the heron tosses the fish, swallows it head i ’ 
market. I especially like the ab- first, then resumes his fishing stance. za J = ‘ 

sence of advertising, your layout Not far away, a great blue heron (Ardea 3 

and photographic style and the herodias) stands like a carved statue in foot- £ 2 

range of subjects you address. deep water. He focuses on any movement 3 

a What Dee + io vee me under the pond’s surface. He cocks hishead, , great blue heron patiently waits for a meal to swim by. 
valuable state and national re- stretches his long neck for a better look and 
pelts, The Ice Age Trail, which waits. Several minutes pass. The heron takes —_ vulpina vulpina) swims across the water sur- 
I feel you have been woefully : Q 
: : : a few deliberate steps so slowly that his po- face. His quick-moving tongue constantly 
inadequate in addressing. As one ee: : . : ree 
pine tee mieneerene sition only changes relative to the back- tests the space in front of him. He’s in no 

Tata ieeeto understand wy ground. It’s hard to distinguish when he _ hurry. The snake passes within six inches of 
the DNR’s publication ignores stops to begin another long, motionless vigil. a green frog, apparently unaware that a deli- 
one of only eight National Scenic Abelted kingfisher (Ceryle alcyon) perches _ cious meal is so near. With stoic patience, the 

Trails in the United States. 20 feet up on a dead branch overhanging the __ frog does not flinch or dive at the predator’s 
I speak of the trail from close pond gazing into the water below. Like the approach. The snake moves on, barely rip- 

experience as in 1991, I became herons, he is fishing. Something piques his __ pling the pond’s tranquillity. 
the third person to hike the 1,000 interest. He takes flight, hovers over the I’m not alone basking in the sun. Partially 

mile trail/corridor end to end. pond, drops five feet for a closer look and _ submerged logs and flat rocks provide ideal 
Tim Malzhan hovers again. On this tranquil day,[canhear _ basking sites for painted turtles (Chrysemys 
San Francisco, Calif. Ei 5 ‘ z < : ea “ 

the soft sound of his wings beating against _picta). Stacked up like picnic tables at a win- 

Four articles have highlighted the air. Suddenly he folds his wings and _ ter wayside, the turtles patiently tolerate the 

aspects of the trail since 1986. plunges beak first into the shallow water. closeness of fellow turtles. They bask for 

We are currently crafting an His splash is the first noise on this quiet hours. Any disturbance would make them 

article for use later this year afternoon, yet nothing seems to notice ex- instantly disappear into the safety of their 

which will describe portions of cept, perhaps, the fish below. The kingfisher | watery world, but nothing happens. 
the trail that are complete or are surfaces without a fish, returns to his perch, My few moments of rest and solitude slip 

likely to open soon. shakes his feathers and resumes watching _ into three hours. I’m reluctant to leave the 

and waiting. pond to rejoin a frenzied world of crowded 

UES cM Gira Neg A lime-green blanket of duckweed cov- highways, noisy lawn mowers and impa- 
took the time to write and share y e 2 5 

; ; ers the edge of the pond. Nothing moves, or _ tient people. I retrieve my camera and bin- 
their thoughts with other readers. 4 i i 

so it seems. Then I realize that several pairs oculars and slowly retreat. The great blue 
of dark, pea-sized eyes are lurking in the _ heronis still fishing. The painted turtles con- 

duckweed, barely visible above the surface. _ tinue to bask. The green frogs are waiting. 

Perfectly camouflaged in the green soup, Patience in the pond is forever. o 

greenifrogs areswaiting,, hey do mot moves, (085 see 

They do not call. They rarely blink. They Anita Carpenter basks at a pond or two near her 

seem mesmerized in the warmth. Oshkosh, Wis. home. 

A 30-inch western fox snake (Elaphe 
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