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113p
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100p. ;
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made from original manuscripts in possessiom of Frank ayes, 614
woodland Avenue, Duluth, Mimn.) 313p.

Dougles County Court Record 1860-1471 ;copy of original in
possession of H. A. Zachau, March 1936 42p.

Diary. Of Charles Dwight Felt kept by him while residing on
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53p.
. ¢ golden Jfubilee First M. E. Church, Superior, “isconsin. 2dp.

Formal acknowledgment sent to Superior Pub. ~ibrary Jan. 29, 1937




T8 PRE~EMPTIVE RIGHT, HOMESTEADS.

Barly hissory of Superior should make mention of this right of acquisition,
gsince thereunder, titles to government land were derived. Any Mtﬂe& person
wight acquire tiile %o one hunired and sixty acres of land by settling thereonm,
sreeting a dwelling and maxing other improvements. Juch person was to be tweaiy-
one years of age, either male or ieﬁa&a, or the head of a famlly wahether uan or
woman,

Proof of each settlement was required to be made ¢n & certain day at the
United State Land Office and upon the payment of two hundred dollars with the
taking of a required oath, thepreemptioner got his one hundred and sixzty acres of
land,

But the whole progeeding, was far from straight, as a general thing, and in
faet often amounted to a fraud.

Hence the whole country, in and about Superior, was dotted with preemption
cabins, which were little more than logs piled up in walls, without floors, or
windows, éxs;-n with brush for a roof, a hole thérein for a chimney and perhaps
for a ME. A slashing of half an acre or so of trees was the "improvemsnt" so
valled. A very barbarous travesty, it was, upen a white man's hm‘ and farm.
Here is an instance, where as was sald, a eoﬂatn doctor of divinity laid claim
o a qurm .soction of land, now in the midst of this elty. :

' One day he sought "to prove wp® his preemption, and one Alfred Allen was his
witness, mﬂ they asked Allen, "Was the pre-emption shanty good to live iai", the
law requiring a good habitable house on the claim, And Alf said "Yes, good for
mosquitoes.” The Reverend sald "Fshaw! Fshawl" Meanding to upbraid or caution
the witness who thereupon only protested and adjured the harder. The difficulty
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was somehow smoothed over, through some mending of the proofs, and perhaps com-
nivance on the pars of persons charged with administration of United States land
laws.
Wevsrthsless, 1% is interesting to memember that upon rude and rough pram
ings, such as are herein alluded to, rest at bottom the titles and claims to every-

thing we own in the nature of lots, bloecks, and land.

From: Statements of Hiram Bwoi.

lir. Hayes came to Superior in
18564.



ADVICE IO SETTLEAS

I am frequently asked by persons of all ages and condiions, "do you advise
me to move to the Northwesti" Now, advice on such a subject is a very grave mabter
and I am very cautious about giving it, and always recommend every ome %o go out
first and examine for themselves. If one is prosperous and engaged in the pursuit
of a business or profession, adequate to his own and families' reasonable wanis,
I should say to him, remain where you are, and do not risk a certainty for an un-
certainty. Bubt if you are differently situated, with moderate means, and wish
to enjoy life rationally, and increase the portions of your children---if you are
young, and desire to fight the batile of life---if you have energy, courage and
pa#icnco—-nthen it is certain you can live for the present, more easily, and lay
the foundations of future independence and wealth more surely im and around the
City of Superior than to remain in the Bast. There may be better chances for speec-
ulation in California, but if a person is in eearch of a pleasant and healthy
home, there is no spot where he will be so certain of finding it, as on the beau-
tiful bays of Superior and St. Louis, or sleong the "North Shore" near the City of
Superior. Should the settler be a farmer, laborer or mechanic, he cen still pure
gue his occupation and $ill = few acres, and, in the meanwhile, the brosd acres,
which one or two hundred dellars will procure for him, will grow in value =g the
country fills up around and before him, and will divide into farms =nd fortunes
for his descendants. This is the history of American progress for the last sevenjy
years. That whole history shows that in the long run, there is no investment of
mesns s8¢ safe, so sure, so productive as the investment in well selected znd fer-
tile agricultural lands.

My reasons for preferring the City of Superior, are as follows:

lst. Its position, situstion at the head of navigation of the greatest of
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lakes, on the greatest river of that lake, and its unrivalled harbor.

2d. Its climate, agricultural resources, fisheries, tributary forests,
minersl resources, etc.

34, The vast country tributary, which must find an outlet at the head of
Lake Superior, and imports its supplies through the City of Superior,

4th, It is the terminus of ocean navigation in the heart of this Continent.
There is but 80 miles difference by water between Sugerior =nd Chiecago to Europe;
and there is uninterrupted steamboat navigation to New York, via. the Erie Canal,
to Philadelphia, via. the Delaware and Raritan canal, and to Baltimore, efc.

5th. It is the natural terminus of the Northern Paeific Rallread.

6th. It is the termimus of the St, Croix and Lake Superior Land Grant Rail-
road of the Superior and State Line, Minnesota and Northwest, Milwaukie and Hori-
con, Chicago and St. Paul, and Fon du Lac and other propesed railroads.

7the It is the terminus of the Point Douglas and Superior stage road, known
as the United States military road, over which the United States mails sre carried
tri-weekly, in 36 hours from $t. Paul, It is the terminus of the Superior, Nille
Lac and Crow Wing road, over which the fur trade of Northern Minnesota and British
America will arrive at Superior, to be shipped thence direet to Europe. The mails
and freight_for the Hudson Bay Coupany's Territories will be landed at Supermi'.
and transuorted from thence up the Red River of the Norih, Lake Winnepeg and the
Saskatchewan river to the Rocky lountains.

8th, Cargoes of grain, etc., can be ghipped as easily, and at about the same
rates of freight, viz: 40 or 50 cents a bushel, from Su;per_ior to Europe, as from
Chicago to Eurepe.

Pinally. This history of the world and of Ameriean citiés amply demonstrates

that a great city must always rise at the head ef a great lske, and the outlet of

its greatest river., Therefore, there will be the four great cities on the Aklantic
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seaboard, Superior the greatest of the inland cities, 2nd another great city some-
waere on Puget's Sound, Pacific ocean. Look at it in any way we please, these

are facts which cannet be doubted!

From: The booklet "City of Superior®
which wes published May 1, 1859,
This wae written by James S.
Ritchie.



EARLY DAYS OF SUPERIOR

One of the earliest settlers of Superior was August Herman Zachau. He was
sent from Chicago in October, 1853, to build the first log shanty, contracted by
Colonel Robertson and Joseph Laundry. Mr. Zachsu reached Superior by steamsr in
Hovember, and finished the inside of the log house with cedar -"shingled" sides
and geiling with shaved staves half an inch in thickness, and chinked it with
moss which grew near by in great abundance.

The winter of 1853-54 was one long to be remembered by the handful of hardy
men then at Superior., Frovisions were so scarce that other settlers were warned
to stay away until new supplies could be secured at the opening of navigation.

In January, 1854, there was on what later became the plats of Superior and
Superior City, besides the large log cabin already mentioned, the claim shanties
of R,B, Nelson, D.A. Baker, Jolm T. Morgan, Frank Perfect, Penis Dean and James
A, Markland.

There was only one woman in the "city", Lueienne Chouniard married and brought
his wife to Superior at Christmas time, 1853, She was a beautiful Frenech woman.
If of unmixed blood, she was the first vhite woman in Superior. There was not a
child, church or preacher; no newspaper or books. Neot even letters, mails or ecleam
clothes.

To add to the hardship of the situation, a smallipox epidemic broke out among
the Chippewas, who died like flies during February and Mareh., Dr. David Day was
sent by the government to inoculate, especially those near white settlements, and
80 saved the poor Chippewas in this section from annihilation.

In Janvary, 1854, Yr. Zachau helped clear a road throuzh the woods te the St.
Croix Biver, from which there were lumbermens' itruils to St. Paul. Travelling
these traill‘ on foot, he arrived at St. Paul in February, and goit a contract for

building a hotel in Superior. The hotel was only one of several buildings erected



by Mr. Zachau for the syndicate which owned the townsite.

In March, a Mrs. Eq Rogers came from Aghland to join her husband, In April
she gave birth to a girl -- the first white child to be born in Superior; but for
want of medieal care, both Mother and child died the same day, Mr. Zacham took
the coffinles: bodies on a dog sled to Wisconsin Point for burial, and twice the
corpses were tipped into the snow on the way.

Later a Mrs. Herbutt was brought on a sledge from the range with a small
babe in her arms. Her husband was her= prospecting for copper for the Americen
Par Company.

With the opening of spring, business began to boom, though that was a word
not in use in this sense at that time. Georgze R, Stuntz had built a warshouse
and an iee house and sold ice to settlers at five gents a pound, to be melted for
water. H; was the first ice man at Superi or,

¥r. Zachan began on Margh 24, 1854, on what is mow Tower S1ip, to shave
gshingles and get out timbers for the Nicollet Hotel. The hotel was of solid hewn
10gs -~ a real block house. For this structure, his erew got out 24,000 feet of
timber. The lumber was all whip-sawed, at $24.00 per thousand feet. He had four
pits of whip-sawyers -- the men earning $3.00 to $4.00 a day. Axes and saws had
%o be taken to the govermment blacksmith at Fond du Lac to bs sharpened. Aan
handles cost $2.00 each, made by the Chippewas.

In June, 1854, the Nicollet House was opened and it was literally "open”,
Just walls and roof; no partitions, execept 2 x 6 gcantlings laid on the floer,
dividing the space off into little pens. In these pens, guests could soread their
shavings, and be covered, or could buy blankets. While the house was in this eon-
dition a party of Bnglish Lords and capitalists visited the city and on their re-
turn to England published a highly colored and amusing account of their stay in

Superior telling how the distinguished lords were foreced to "swarm up" a pole to



reach their sleeping cparhent:.'

The year 1855 saw Buperior grow as if by magic. The Soo Canal was opened,
railways were projeeted from several points toward the town; settlers swarmed in;
money was abundant; mineral was being disceovered in many new locations; and new
farms were gpened on the Nemadji., The entire nation had confidence in the men who
were promoting the eity and everybody was hopeful.

The most important new enterprise was that of starting a newspaper. TYashing-
ton Aghton and John C, Wise, came from the east to establish a newspaper in Sup-
erior, This was the "Chronicle" and the only wacant building to be had for the
printing office was the first log cabin built here.

Mr. Zachau brought the first wagon to Superior and also owned the first three
horses in the place.

Lake Superior was Superior's only way of commmnicating with the world at large,
and by $his route the inhabitants received their supplies. The closing of tha'hka
during the winter, was usually for a period of six months, and the people purchased
in the fall, a supply of provisions to cover that peiod

The fall season of mavigation was a severe one in 1856. In the latter part
of October, two steamers, loaded with supplies for the merchants and citizens,
were lost on thelskes; together with valuable cargoes and some passengers and the
crew. The vessel, "Lady Engin" which had been loaded for other points, but having
still 2 small guantity of provisions not disposed of, and learning of the unfor-
tunate situation, came through to the Head of the Lakes. The flour was sold at
$8,00 a barrel; but before the boat had disappeared from sight, the price had
rigsen in the hands of thos e who bought for speculation, to $20.00 a barrel. Tae
"Lady Flzin® was later lost on Lake Superior, and several of Supsrior's citizens

were drowned.



One of the interesting highlights of the early pioneer days was the trading
p.a-t- eatablished at Bad River, Wisconsin, which is now known as Odanah; Vermillion,
Minnesota and Rainy River, Minnesota. A% these trading posts, groceries, merchan-
dise, etc. were traded among the Indians for their fur skins. An example of such
a transaction, as taken from the records, is as follows:

1 Paper Coffee .50 1 Muskrat .25
1 Spoel Thread .25 1 link 1.00

3 yds. Calice 1.00 1 Beaver 250
Flour ia.m_ $3.75
375

The above transaction took place in 1865 at the Vermillion Lake Fur Trading Post,
This data, taken from the early records, would indicate the pioneers guffered

untold hardships in their endeavors to establish a settlement in the locality

now known as the Clty of Superior,

The above Trading Poste were operated in 1865-66-67-68 and during later years

at Bad River, (now Odanah), by Mr. Zachan and was assisted by Jonhn Dufore.

This article was written by Herman
A, Zachau, oldest livinz son of
hugust Zaghau, who came to Supeior
in 1853. Mr. Herman Zsachau was born
in Superfor. ¥e lives at 1622

Enst 4th Street, Superior, Tisconsin,



TEPEES, WIGWAMS AND BARK CANOES

In contrast fa the troubled times in which were living today, the life of
the Chippewas mast have been idyllic before the white men changed their ways of
living too mmech.

Imagine Indians in colored blankets and a row of picturesque tepses on Minne-
sota Feint, or wigwems along Superior Bay with upturned cances arranged befere
them. Such sights greeted the explorers, fur traders and early setilers who came
to Fond du Lac a hundred or two hundred years age. (Pond du Lac was the French
name for the genmeral area, including the lower St. Louis River and the bays formed
by Yinnesota and Tisconsin points.)

The tepees were conical tents made with a frame of many poles forming a
circle at the base., This frame was covered with hides and sometimes bark, The
dome shaped wigwam was considerably larger. Over a framework of wood was laid a
gover of rush mats, bark or hides.

The Indians usually lived two or three miles from the haunts of wild game,
often on some hizh and healthy spot where water and wood were plentiful. The main
occupation was the search for food. Therefore different tribes had their definite
hunting grounds, with land sufficient for all, bounded by rivers, lakes and hills.
The game of the forest, also fish and wild rice were their foods. They made maple
sugar and cultivated maige and squash. They smoked kinnikinie, a mixture of rolled
leaves and bark.

For the making of a fire dry rotten wood or punk was laid on the top of a
black ash block. While with one hand the punk was held in place, with the other
hand a cedar stick would be rubbed in the groove of the ash block with great ra-
pidity until the resulting sparks ignited the punk.

The principal m-ans of transportation was by canoe. The birch bark cance is



n New World creation, used by Indisns, explerers and fur $raders. According to
"The Eye of the Horth-West" the largest craft were foriy feet in length with a
depth of three feet and a width of five. They were capable of fleating four tons
of freight and yet they could be ecarried by four men over difficult portages.

Benjamin G. Armstrong who lived many years among the Chippewas deseribed how
guch csnoes w=re made. So did Longfellow in "Hiawatha". Bark was cut in the early
spring, Ribs and conneeting pleces were made of cedsr and whittled with zreat care.
The bark was sewed together with basswood fibre through holes punched by a bone
awl, The sewing took three or four days, during which time the bark was kept in
the shade %o prevent curling. The bark frame was lined with small flat thin pleces
of gcedar. Seams wers sesled with pitch from pins, balsam or tamarac. Inasmch
as ice conld esrily puneture a canoe, the Indians sometimes made dngouts from hol-
lowed tree trunks.

For winter travel the Indians made snowsho=s with a frame of ash bent in
shape by placing the wood nsar heat. Strips of rawhide or desrhide made the net-
ting under th.o feet.

Tobozzans or doz sleds were made of the hard wood of ash, oak or hickery placed
near fire to bend the end, Very narrow strips of wood were placed a few inches
apart aeross the tobogzan and along the sides. BRaowhide gometimes covered the front
part to break the wind. Savage Esquimaux dogs, built like a lion only smaller,
and other large breeds were used for sledzing. Dogs were the only domssticated
animals known to the Indians, and they were of many siges and breeds.

For carrying goods were were pack frames made of ash with rawhide netting,
There were also baskets and bags woven of basswood, cedar and slippery 2lm bark,
Por thess the imner bark was boiled 8o it would be woven in a close mesh. They
made robes of bear and deer hide, and also of rabbit skins.

Food and shelter and transportation in their simplest forms were their con-



gerns of lifs, Theirs mvst have been a eompsratively free and happy life before
the introduction of the questionable benefits ~nd complieations of the white man's
eivilization.

Mps, Greta Lagro Potter
1110 Earrison Street
Superior, Weconasin




RPHE INDIANS ALWAYS GOT THE WORST OF IT®
The Character of the Chippewas

- Higtory has painted black pietures of the Indiems, but reading the accounts
of men who really knew the Chippewas will convinge anyone that they were "more
sinned against than sinning.” "The Bye of the Northwest" says that the Head of
the Lakeg was the secene of many bloody battles between the Chippewas and their
enemies the Sioux. But writers have said that before the coming of Columbms there
vas 1ittle fighting smongst the Indians except when boundaries were in dispute.
It was when white mem pushed tribes back into the territories of others that In-
dians began fighting each other. This brought about the destruction of many
amaller tribes.

The Chippewas or Ojibwa Indisns who lived at the Head of the Lakes, (Fomd
du Lee to the French) were of the Algonquin linguistic steck. There were abous
100 trives of Algonguins, speaking forty variants of thelr common language.

These Indians, before the irfluence of white men chenged them, were a
moral people. Profanity was no pert of their speech, neither wers dishonesty and
deception a part of their behavior. The marriage tie vas sacred. "Homor was
their god." These alwaye pald their debte.

"Fire water” which was introduced by the white men played a great part in
their undoing, ae did the practice of marriage between squawsg and white men. Some
of the voyageurs boasted a dozen wives. Indians leerned dDurning at the stake and
other horrible practices from the white men vwhe killed their people in terrible
ways. If an Indian were wronged without reason revenge became a burning passion.
"hen lands were taken away from them or when they were cheated in other ways they
retalisted in time.

Never were they the first to bresk treaties. They took the white man at his




word, that if they behaved themselves their landg would not be tsken away from
them. In 1837 and in 1842 it was claarly explained to them that the white men
wanted only the lumbsr and minerals on the lands the Indians occupied, Thay
could keep their homez and their hunting grounds. Never-the-les: in 1849 they
learned that they had signed away their lands. In 1854 there was a new treaty
to clarify the situation. They wanted seeurity on reservations which would be
thairs forever., But vhite men managed to claim their rige fimlds, thelr cran-
berry marshes and their meadows. Scouts were sent by the Chippewas in all dirse-
tions %o ascertain who had misbehaved, but none had wronged the white man. They
then knew they had been degsived. Not using writing 1ife the whits men they kept
their regcords by word of mouth. Everyone in the tride was given t> understand
clearly the conditions of a treaty, eonditions which wers repeated over and over
and from time to time so they would never te forgotten.

"All the tronbles with the Indiang of the Northwest can be traced dirently
to such misunderstandings,” Asaid Benjamin 8, Armatronz in his book, "Early Life
Among the Indians.” ""he Indians always zot the worst of 1t.* Armetronz mnde two
dramatic trips to Washington with 2 eompeny of Tndian braves to take matters up
vith the great white father thers -~ Fresident Filmore the first time, President
Lincoln the second time. But President Lincoln did not live to fulfil his promise
%o them,

Many attest to the gineerity =nd exeellen$ work of the Jesuits who worked
amongst them, beginning with Father Clande Allouez in 1665 and Father Jacques
Marquette in 1662. They tausht the Indians that there was one Great Spirit who
was the Father of all, In gontrast, the fur traders undermined their morsls and
set very bed exmmples after the migsionaries had tsught them that the white men
were a supsrior race.

The self-sacrificing Jesuits established a church on Madeline Igland and an-




other not far from the Superior entry. The former remains a monument to Father

Marquette. The Catholics were the only ones who suceeeded in gaining the friend-

ship of the Indians.

Mrg, Greta hagro Potter
1110 Harrison Streed
Superior, Visconsin




"I'm not very good at remembering historic dates or names either," Henry
Victor Desimval, Superior's oldest living, native-born pioneer said, "but I gan
tell you some stories about the early lumber days."

And to a willing listener, the white-haired man of 81, will pour out tales
of Superior's rough, by-gzone lumber era.

"See my hair," he points out. "It's white, which isn't so strange now,
but let me tell you the story-—--

"I was 13 years old. It was the spring of 1875. My dad left for the Black
Hills. There was a gold rush and he got caught in 1t. He left his team of horses
home and I took them up to the Amnicon to take my first job in a lumber camp. A
fellow by the name of Joe hired me. On April 25, 1875, he took me across the
Amnicon snd then left me in the woods while he went to look for the camp. |

I will never forget that first night I spent alone in the woods. It started
to zet dark and the wolves began to howl, and the horses snorted with fright.

I was scared plenty, but at least I knew enough to kindle a fire. The first wolf
came out of the thicket and by the time I had the fire blazing there were 25

biz grey timber wolves sitting on their haunches in a gsemi-cirecle about 50 feet
from me, I had plenty of time to co'tmt. them. They sat there howling until dawn.

I never really knew what happened that night until two months later. I came
back to Superior and went to Nigger Smith's for a hair-cut, 'Look at this, Vie,'
he said and showed me a bunch of hair he'd cut off,

"My God," I said. 'Ks it all white?' That was the first I knew that my hair
had turned white from that scare. They wouldn't tell me up at the lumber camp.

‘It never did get back its red coler after that.'

Thus initiated into the lumber business, Mr, Desimval spent the next two
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months hauling cedar t@legraph poles from the Ammicon camp for the 5t, Fanl and
Duluth railroad, He hauled the logs to the river, where the "river hogs" took
over and drove them to the lake. There, the lozs were put into = bdoom and a tug
pulled them to Duluth. The next part of Desimval's job was to drive his team to
Duluth and pick up the logs from the ghore and load them on flat cars for the
Dt. Paul and Duluth railroad, (now the Northern Pacific). The poles were shipped
to Dakota. "I got $65 a month and board which was biz wages in those days," the
former lu_nhorm remembers.

"Any excitement in the early lumber business? Oh, yes, there was plenty of
excitement.” Degimval obviously got a kick out of telling this story.

"There were a couple of fellows, Black and Miller from Duluth, who made their
living by stealing logs. They worked at night. They'd find out vhers a boom
was tied and they'd open the boom and let the logs drift out in the bay. Then
they'd go around collecting the lost logs and sell them to some little sawmill.
Ho big firm would do business with them, Just after I had heard about these
fellows, I was under contract to deliver a raft of cedar to Rige's Point to sell
to the city for paving dlocks. I took 2 gun with me and slept that night at a
boarding house in sight of my boom on Rice's Point. 4 1ittle before midni@t
I got up and hid behind a box car on a St. Paul and Puluth sidetrack. Sur; snough,
about 2 a.m. a couple of fellows in a little boat rowed up to my boom. One fellow
untied the chain. 'Come ashore boys, or you're n dend horse,' I ghouted. I re-
cognized Black. ﬁo was a big fellow. He didn't want to listen to me and teold
¥Miller to get in the boat.

'I'm gonna shoot,' I gaid. Amiby golly, 4f they hadn't come ashore, I'd a
shot him as sure as there's a world. I wasn't monkeyingz with those fellows.

They did come ashore and I marched them to the police, while one of the fellows
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working with me put the boom together. The fellows each got 60 days and they didn't
bother me after that,"”

When he was 28 years old, in 1890, Vic owned a lumber camp of his own at Oli-
ver. He sold most of his 1ozs to Peyton-Kimball and Barber sawmill on Comnor's
Point, floating his booms down the St. Louis river. He sold pine and tamarack
piling to the West Superior dry dock in Howard's pocket. The panic of 1891 came
and business for everyonme in Superioer was tough. Another set back, as far as
Desimval was concerned came in 1895, when a case of scarlet fever put him on his
‘death bed'.

"] gee it so well,” Vic reminisces, "I was sick in bed at home and I woke wp.
There in the room was Doc Govereau and everybody I knew in uppertown (Central Park)
waiting for me to die. 'Hold om,' I told them, 'I'm not ready to die yet.''

Vie recovered from his illness, but never regained gufficient strength %o
return to the lumber business,

lpr. Desimval has faint memories of his school career, short-lived as it was.
“Only went through the third grade," he said. "I W, Gates was my teacher. I
had kind of a hard time at school becsuse I could only talk French and Indian
and Mr, Gates could only speak English. John Bertrand, a classmate, was my in-
terpreter.”

“Oh, yes, thers were lost of Indians around those days. They came up in
the summer, Chippewas, all of them, and set up wigwams in upper town. They'd
figh and hunt and the governemtn helped them along. But the real Indian settle-
ment was in Middle Town---Squaw town-~--we called it, They lived the year-round
there in old shacks.

Then I was about nine years old, my dad, Vietor Desimval, and I moved the

little one-room, upper-town school (now Linchln school) from its present site
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to the corner of Bagt Fifth Street and Sixth Avenue East to be used for a Swedish
church, That was in 1871, They built a larger lumber school house where the
Lincoln stood and hired two teachers. Mr., Gates took the upper grades and lrs,
Brown was the prin;ry teacher, I went to school off and on from the time I was
six $411 I was twelve. Althgether, it was about three years."

In later years, the older Mr, Degimval's knowledge of the Superior channel
wss an important factor in the winning of one of the most famous lewsuits in the
history of Superior. In 1918 the testimony of Victor Desimval prevented the
channel of the S¢. Louls river from being changed, thus putting a section of
Wisconsin land into Minnesota. The Kcﬂouﬁu‘ﬂhipyardu wished to make the change.
The land in Gary was guite rtmgh and the shipyards had little room to expand
as the 5t. Louls chammel cut right in front of them, cutting the shipyards off
from the level land of Clough Island, which lay in Wisconsin, They tried %o change
the chanmmel to go around the other side of Clough Island, in the Pokegama River
which forked from the St. Louis. The new channel gould be made by dredging an
extension of the channel of the Pokegama and letting the Duluth shipyards expand
into Clough Island. No one in Superior knew where the true channel lay and with
with Hannitch trisl drawing to a close, Desimval sent for his father, who rossessed
the diagrams of the channel which he had used in the days he ran a swwmill in
Milford, Minnesota, on the St. Louis river. Boats came through the channel contin-
ually to his sawmill and loaded lumber there.

The older Mr. Desimval presented the maps as evidence in court and Judge
D.E, Roberts decided against Hannitch and to this day the channel remains in its
original position.

Vic also recalls of his father that he was one of the first supervisors of

upper-town serving between 1871 and 1874. At that time three supervisors took
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the place of mayor im Superior, At the time Desimval served, Uzella Gouge was
supervisor from middle-town and James Bardon from lower-town (Bast Bnd). Vie's
father was chariman of the comnty board in 1874-5, but resigned his pesition %o
go to North Dakota.

Many times, Vie recalls the storm of 1890 and laughs to scorn the 'poor imi-
tations of storms' we have now-days.

"It was 80 bad," he smaid, "that it took two days for my men and me to get
to Superior from Oliver. We broke camp April 25, I had my whole crew, 50 men,
and three teams. The men had to shovel all the way from Oliver to the Peyton-
Eimball and Barber sawmill, so we could get through,

"Long John Murphy, the attorney, told me that after that storm, in 1850, he
stepped out of his upstairs window and slid down %o the ditech shoveled out for
the street car in order to get to work. An that wasn't mach exaggeration either."

Born in a little room over Avery's tinshop on Bay Street and Nettleton Avenue,
November 21, 1862, in what was then known as lower town, Mr. Desimval lives in the
game vicinity today,---in the Euclid apartments in Eagt End.

Ag proof that lumbering gets into a person's blood, Desimval, after bLeing
away from the business for over half a century, still goes down to the bay each
day in the summer, takes out his small, leaky, rowboat, and ventures out into
any weather, looking for logs. His biggest thrill in recent years came three
summers ago when he towed a white pine log to shore bearing the brand "K*, That
was the brand Desimval used to mark his logs with in his lumber camp days.

Written by Miss Lorraine Schak

granddanghter of Henry V,
Degimval,




DON'T READ THIS IF YOU'RE HUNGRY

The dinner was a veritable banquet for kings, the memu astounding for the
variety of its dishes and the quantity that maﬁ wore invited to consume. It
began with a choige of four kinds of fish, whitefish, siskiwit, trout, and herring;
a choice of five boiled meats, ranging in distinetion from plain corned beef to
leg of mutton with egg sauce, and up to turkey with oyster sauce; a cholce of ten
roast meats of greater or lesser elegance--~chicken and pheasant, pig and bear,
lamo with mint sauge, and venison with cramberry sauce. Among the nine side sgishes
were such rare delicacies as calf's heart with port wine sauce, breast of lamb
gtuffed with onione, and beaver's tails. Appetites wers sharpened with pieckled
oysters, pickled lobsters, cucumbers, and beets. The vegetables were seven, in-
cluding corn and gresn peas.

There was an infinite variety of pastries---mince, ayple, custard, and cran-
berry pies; fruit cake, sponge cake, and jelly cake; manomin pudding, plum pud-
ding and tapioca pudding. A dessert of apples, muts, and ralsins was served by
way of accompaniment to wines and champagne bearing enticing labels---Golden Cluse
ter, Sparkling Catawba, 014 Brown, Vintage of 1839, A notewerthy feature of the
dinner was the fact that everything in the line of meats and vegetables was ob-
tained from supplies in Superior, elither from the hotel larder or from root cell.rs
of private homes.

Fromg¢ "A Pioneer of Old Superior®
by Lillian Kimball Stewart.



SUPERIOR'S FIRST NEWSFAPER

Although the year 1855 did not bring a railroad %o Superior, it was notable
for the inception of several other important enterprises.

1t occurred to Senator Douglas that publicity would of itself lead to the
rapid development of a site so remarkably endowed as Superior. He conceived the
idea of advertising the town through the medium of its own newspaper. He sugzested
the publication of such a paper to two young men employed as printers in the office
of the Congressional Globe, Washington Ashton and John Wise. They were responsive
to his suggestion, and took steps at once to begin a literary career as editors
and publishers in the wilds of the far West.

They purchased a hand press and an outfit of type in Philadelphia, and in
May took passage for Superior. They landed at Stuntz's piler, carried their heavy
boxes up the steep, muddy bank on the bay shere, in a drizzling rain, and slept
the first night on the floor in the still unfinished hotel. Finding every building
in the towan occupled, they were forced to set up their printing press in the desert~
ed log cabin erected by the first prebmptor---small, lesky, and swarming with mos-
guitoes,

Hotwithstanding so discouraging a reception, they went to work valiantly, and
on June 12th published the first issue of the Superior Chronicle. All the matter
on its four pages had been set up by hand, and consisted entirely of advertisements
and articles on local and naticnal aifairs composed by the youthful editors, both
of whom were Democrats. Their courage and optimism in publishing one thousand cop-
ies of their first issue were justifisd by the result. In less than one week 'n'ery
copy was in the hands of a subscriber or had been mailed to friemds throuzhout the

country.
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One of the advertisements in that first issue was an anmouncement of the
organization of the Fond du Lac¢c Mining Company, with 10,000 shares, of which

A.A, Parker was secretary, and Charles Kimball one of the trustees.

From: "A Pioneer of Old Superior®
by Lillian Kimball Stewart.



MR, ZACHAU'S HAMRATIVE

"] gtarted out on April 17, and walked from here to 8i. Croix Falls. When
I got there [ was as wet as if I had been soaked in a rain barrel, and tirad, will
you can imagine I ’w&'»s, when 1 woald have givea a thousand dollwrs if I had Deen
&t the end of destinatlon., Contiauing my Journey I srrived at Kelile river where
I ran seross Prank Roy, & brother of Vincent Roye I had with me ihe United Slales
mail dags, in which were some £2,500 worth of drafts arawa on Chicage and hew lork.
The dlstaence I hed already walked was sixty miles and I decided to rids ss much
as possible the rest of the way. I asked kr, Roy if I could get the use of a csnoe
from the Indians tuat would enavle me o Gesceni Ketule River %o its mouth. He
informed me thst I eould and for the sum of $10 1 sesured a handsome new birch
canoe, in addition, I was given the servic’u of a guide who was (o carry me sale-
1y to the mouth of the river. In the cauce when we started out were two mail bags,
a stock of provisions and an extra suit of clothes, which I had brougat along, twe
Indians and myself. One of the ludians paddled the canoe snd the other stesred it.

"§e went slong very nicely until we reached the rapids of tie river, when our
canoe upset, throwing everything ianke Loe water, I was an excellent swimmnsr and
was uet long in meking skore. The place where I crawled out was on a steep rock
almost per enciculs=yr, In it were little notches where I coulé rest my feet, and
after an hour's nard lavor I suceeeded in climbing to the top of it., I locked sround
to see if I could get = glimpse of my guides, who I feared had been drownsd, After
some woments I spied them sitting on a rock where they had been carried with the
tide. When I called to them I never saw two happler Indians in my life, They told
me that if I had been drowned the people would think they had murdered me and would
lyneh them. Wa saw our canoe and the mail bage drifing down the river but were
unable $0 zet them., Finally an idea struck me $that they would drift to an island
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which was at the mouth of the river, so I zZot on a trail and ran for six miles
uwntil I was oprosite the islsné, T obtained the canoe by swimming acroes the river,
but I never found any trace of the mail bag contalning the $2,400. In my pocket
I had $200 iz zold, snd yom may be sure that I was shankful that 1t wss not ia the
wail bag.

"After pulling the canoce out on shore I pub on my new sult of clothes, wet
a9 they were, =pd with sy guldes continusd my jourmey tc %ne moulh of tas river,
Te hed numerous 2secapss from aa;..u:ing; but after comsidsrable difficulty resched
eur destinetion ia safety. At the mouth of the river wers a mumber of lumbar camps,
the first of which ve sntered and asxed for sorathing $0 eat. Alter ransackiog
the sanp from sné tc end we found one blscuis, which was almost as hard as 2 rock.
This Ia'a;;ﬂ hardly satisfy our appetites, so we set oul lor the next camp. Aall
the way ghe young Indian boy was crying for something %o eat and tae orly way 1
could zacify him was to tell him I would shoot him wnless he shut up, At the sec~
ond camp thers was plenty o eat, and it was at our disposal, the cook being a
£o0od natured fallow. I never was so hungry in my life and the cook sald I was
eabing for nsarly an hour.

"laving had a good squars mezi [ wu2 better prepared to travel, so I was not
long in reaching Tayler's Falls, 'lhare‘ I regorted to the postoffice depsriment tlu
loss of the wall Yag and contenta. [ naxt resched a place called Merine and from
there went Lo Stillwaler, where 1 took the stage for S54. Panl, ¥rom St, Paul I
took the train, I expected %o be sick; but strange to dw, I never feli better
in my 1ife. After transacting my business at Chlcagzo, I went to Detroit, from
where I §cok a boat for the head of the lake. I returned on the Fourth of July,
having been nearly four months gone. After ithat trip I received my first noteriety
in the newspapers. As #o0a as I had related my tale of adventure to my friends
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in Chisnagzo the newsmsners of that place got hold of it and I believe I was wrii-
ten up in svery one of them.

"That was one of my trips, but I have made many others which were full of
adventure. Turing my term of office ae sheriff I made trips to the state prisen
at Waupun, I have ths dietinetion of having takcen the first prisoners from Sup-
erior to the state penitentiary.

“How did we celebrate our first Christmas in Superfor!

"Well, that is a peculiar question to ask," continued Mr. Zachau. "I don't
think that we gelebrated it any different than the seople do now-p~days. My firss
Christmas in Supericr wae c¢elebfated in the 014 Chronlcle office; which was taea
located belween West Second and Waest Third streeta near the Nemadji river., Ivarye
body in the neighborhood assembled ther- and partook of the fare offered, waich
ineluded salt pork and beans, rabbit meat and partridge and seversl deinties. In
addition ws had a nige 1ittle keg of punch which was appreciasted by all of us,
After the dinner had been served, specches were made by nearly everyone of us snd
best of all of them, T think, was the future of Supariof. In the evening we had
a etage dange, thars being ne womnsn in the place to participate with us,

"Yes, the hardships of those daye were many, but then I mever loek back upon
them without pleasvre. The hepplesi days of my life, T believe, have besn during
the time whick ws would now comsider Juperior's glocmiaat days."

This article was written by Mr,
Auvgust Zachau, who came here in the
spring of '54 frow Chlcago by way of
Lake Superior,



FIRST SA¥ MILLS AT THE HEAD OF LAKS SUPERIOR

The first lusber ol any description produced loeally, other than by “Waip
sawing", was at Iron River, “isgonasin about forty miles from Superior on the South
Shore of Lake Uuperior,

George i. Stunts with ¥illiam €, Howsnstein, Andrew Rgafer und George Falkner
bailt and operated a water power "up snd down* sawmill at the falis on Irom River
about a Lalf a mile from the Lake, capable of sutting three thousand feet of luwe
ver a day. The mmhu several 1 1/4 inch absolutely “clear® Waite Pine bonrds
24 and 36 inches wide and 18 feet long that were originally storsd in a loft to
be used in bullding a skiff, This mill was built in 1854 aad the lumber was floate
ed up the Lake bo Superior, Oneota and Fond du Laa,

The:i;'ﬁs a large sieam sawnlll on Superior Bay, near Detroit Fler of about
thiryy theuaand capacily, bdulls ia 1854 by a brother of Lustmun Joknson, iie csle~
urated artiste It supplied the local aseeds for several years., Jcme of the mache
inery was later used in tus first will on Conasrs Foint cperated by Feyton snd
Kimialle Turney Brothers Zlevator "0O" ig oa this loecation.

On the Nemadji River, nsar 4th Streei, a ateam mill was owned by Capt. ¥illiam
Mann, He came from Hew Haven, Connecticut. I%'s capacity was atout fifteem thou-
sand feets IV blew up, after velsng in operation only a siort time, Several peo-
ple were killed and injured. Tis mill was not rebuils. '

In the late 80's R.G, Coburn and Thowas Melanus had a sasamill and Sash & Door
Yaglory on Quetec Pler, Superior, near what is aow¢ the Listmesn Floar #ill,

Un Conners Foimt, opposite the Sarge Works, Superior, was an eight thousand
steampower mill, first owned and operated by J.D. Howard., Then as moved to Duluth
in tze late 70's 1% was purchased and operated for ssversl ysars, by 2ichard Bare
don and A.%T, Fhilbrook,
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In the early 60's, on the extmeme end of GConners Poiat, H.¥, Peyton and
¥i111ss Kisball operated s Ten Thousand Copasity sawmill, They prospered end tue
enlarged mill was later opernted by Feyton, Kimball and Barber and had o cape-
eity of abous one hundred and £ifty thousand feet per day. The #3o0" line freight
warehouges and docks and the Inlerstate Bridge are on his properiy.

Soon after 1880 the Wichigan Luddermen turned their atteantion to the Head
of the Laxes, and many sawallls were dullt in voth Superior and Duluth, Hilllons
af feet of the finast white pine were manufastured here every yesr. Over 25
miliions of feet were yearly driven down and rafted out of the Yemadji Rivar, alone
£3r many yearss . :

vhe luwber business trivutory to Supericr and Duluth is prasticelly over,
From soxet ing like thirty, large capacliy saxmille, now there are only twoi

writien byt Jokn A, Bardon
The late John Bardon was born
in Superior in 1863. He was
the son of Mr, and Mrs. Rich-
ard Bardon who came to Super-
jor in 1857. Mr. Bardon is tle
father of Mrs. John Cadigan
and Miss Laura Bardon who live
in Superior.



THE PIRST “JURY TRIAL" IN SUPERIOR

Thus says history:

A FPrench courier de bols had been murdered at Lac Coutereille by an Indian
sad prompt punishment was determined upon so that the Indians might have respect
for s white man's life, The commandant of the fort, (Old Fort Roy), John Bap~
tiste Cadotte, sent for the murderer. Speckled Lynx, Chief of the Lac Coutereilles
sent him up to the fort, The trial was set for a certaln day, and Indians and
traders came in, out of curiosity from the Ojibway villages, all over the country.
A Jury of clerks from the trading posts was empannelled; gullt was vroved and sem-
tence passed on the manslayer, to die by ltaéblnau according te his own practice,
This wse the first jury trial in Douglas County. The Jjury of that day determined
the guils, and tae punishment as well. Coulouse, the French trader whose servant
had been killed, was appointed executioner. The guilty man's relations were @ie-
posed to buy him off with furs, and the commsndant was inclined that way too. 3ub
the jury was obdurate, demanding an "eye for an eye," and "a tooth for a teoth®,
"H¥ith whet meessure ye meagure, it shall be measured to you again®., "As ye did to
snother, 82 shall it be done %o you, and more",

This and the like was the simple Algonquin code of the wilderness, a hundred
and fifty years age, a code which in its sternmess and severity resembled the He-
braic. '

The condemned man was let oub aund addressed: "Leok now upun the sun for the
last time you shall behold it, for the man whom thou hast murdered is ealling you
home to the lend of Wapirits®,

The fatters were knocked off his wrists and the sure thrust of the executioner

did the rest. Horrid as this was, the horror had its mitigating circumstances.



FIRST, It was a speedy trial.

SE00ND, There was no appeal, nor the agony and suspsnse of a second trial.

- THIRD. The oriminal's estate was not wasted and despoiled by costs of law

and lawyers.
FOURTH, It was a way to the Wappy Hunting Grounds by a short and sharp
though primitive sort of slectrocution, and not by slow torture of the rope or

fwtq

Prom: Statements by Hiram Hayes.




"PIRST POURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION IN SUPZRIORe=-
A PINE EFFORT AND A PAT DINNER®

The sbove was the newspaper heading for an a ticle about the July 4, ¥854
celebration. Contemplating the holiday of 1944 causes one to wonder about cela-
. brations of other 4th's of July in Suparior,

Recorded in Achille ¥, Bertrand's “Recollectiona of Old Superior® we find
many of our traditional ways and means of amusement,

#1.: es0ta Point was usually the scene of our community picnles and Fourth
of July celebrations - events that happened $0o rarely, and finslly died out
sbout the elose of the Civil War, The big noise for the laiter oceasion w:s
1imi ted to one or more anvils with liberal supplies of powder, and the speaker
of the daye. Col, Hirem Hayes was the usual oratorical dispenser, as well as on
most Occasions regquiring public expression of commmunity sentiment. Bombs, rockets
and Roman candles were unknown, but there waa plenty of powder and lung powsr,
and the Juveniles attended to the small noise by a serupulous use of crackers.
The:e we.e ne metropolitan alrs about these eslebrations, because of the total
abgence -6_! & brass band; but good old {sshioned music and singing was provided
by trau;mruns someone's melodson, and the volunteer services of s chorus of
lusty volees. Lunches were su mptuous and vigorously lald away tarough proper
channels. When the shadows began to lengthen a general stampede was started for
the boats, and these were soon in radius formation for various points on the op-
posite mre. 1t is remembered that sometimes a scow was used for this puryose
by the Lowertown contingent, because o gufficient number of boats were not aveil-
able. But instead of teing towed by a launch, it was poled mcross the Doy, That
such wonts geemed most notable was the general indication - probably because they
were becoming fewer than once a year, and the consequent long pent up joys and ex~
uberance of spirits exercised greater expression as opportunities for their releass



grew less {requent,.”

Col. Elm Hayes made note in his diary of the fact that he was %o be included
in the first celebration as orator. HNo research to date has uncovered a copy of
that epeech but 1t is evident thot he gave it mach thought and preparation. Frem
ois u.m dated June 17, 1854, we find the following remarks----freached Superior,
overland frow S%. Paul, about 11 o'clock a.me...

"Coming now %o the Fourth of July. It was the sense of the people, in gub-
stange, thal 'we have an oration and a collation'. I was to be the orator, the
.‘mﬁeg of the place, the collators, and the hotel, then under construction by
august Zachau, the plage of the celebration,

In preparation of my eoming performance I tried to find some solitude, wheve
wae fim of speech, strugk out in tie heat of composition, migat at the same
time be pructised in orotund and far reaching artigulation,®

The entry for the holiday reads literally as follows:

"Muesday, the Fourth of July, 1854. Celebration of the Fourth at Superior.
Oration by myself. Present, iirs. 3.% Nettleton, Mrs. Hall, Miss Smith, Messrs,
Hall, Post, Rice (six adult and thru.yms females) and about forty wiite males,
embraeing ¥.H, Yewton, Nettleton, Hall, Post, Rice, Carlton, George Nettletonm,
¥arkland, Deans (two), Holt, Welson, Crawford. The freme of the Supericr house
teing up, rough boards were thrown overhead %o protect us against the sun,

An excellent dinner (eold) was prepared by Mistresses Nettleson, Hall and
Fost and Mise Smith, after whigh » yacht sall was had on the bay and lake. The
day passed in perfect good cheer begause no liguor was used.?

This article was written by Miss Marjorie
Langevin, Feference Librarian of the Sue
perior Publiec Library. The material i8$
from Achille E, Bertrand's "Recollections
of 0ld Superior® and Hiram Hayes' Diary.
Mr. Hayes had been in Superior Just a
month when he delivered the Fourth of July
address.




EARLY SUPERIOR

The site of the City of Supsrior in 1854 when I came hers was a primitive,
and as much in the wilderness, as when Radisson and Grosseilliers encamped upon
it in 1654, And when I came back %0 Superior in 1865 from the wars, the town in
point of imporvement, and the country about, wes mot much changed from its original
condition as found, two centuries before, by those French expiererl. It was a quiet
little hamlel with 2 handful of people, to be sure, but it was a question whether
the isolated population that remained might not lose their fesble grip and be sent
adrift upon soue cake of Lake Superior ice, on whivh thsy eked ocut a precarious
sustenance by fishing. Potatoes alone were slim living, and if that resource should
fail and the fishing gave out, what would there be lefd! This was the condition
of the town, down to the seventies', in substance.

As %0 the ploneers of the town, they were an average say, of the common people
of the eountry in point of respectability and intelligence, and withal in humble
circumstances as regards worldly gear, They made homes of ordinary comfort and
sat down and walted. A steamboat came about onee a fortnight, in 1854-5, and mails
twice a week, Hot for twenty-seven years did a railroad come, and the way out,
landward, wes by trails and a very bad road to St. Paul, one hundred and sixty miles,
known as the Military Road. Four days was the average time over it, as I remeuber,

The townsite of Superio: was owned by = lot of speculators, no better than
aliens in point of residence and sympathy with, or helpfulness to, the town and
its people. Enterprise; they had none of it. They did not even sow that they might
reaps They builded nothing, but did pay, in fact, some taxes. We will spend no
time in even attempting to recall the names of the townsite proprietors or project-
ors. They have all passed off (except perhaps two) of a staze whereon in lifetime
they played no useful part., And the same, we think, may almost be sald of the oc-
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cupants of the place, fifty years ago. A few of the worthy remained. But most
of them drifted amr and left no sign.

The site of the town was perhaps the most conspicucus, geographically, of
sAy, in the interior of North Amerisa, It was densely wooded and zirt about with
navigable watera, So that imagining 211 this, and knowing what 1iitle there is

to kaow, you have Superior as it waeg in the fif %128 and sixties, n2s touching its

material sffairs snd ceandition,

From: Statements of Hiram Hayes.
Mr, Hayes came to Superior in
1854,




BARLY WATER ORAFT AT HEAD OF THE LAKES

The beginning of water craft at Superior is 1lke the begianing of early water
eraft in every pioneer setilement---it began with the bireh bark canoce. Ag every
one knows the "Water Waye" provided the only means of extensive travel in amy early
commmity. The use of the Indian birch bark cance did more to open up this coun-
try to the "hite Man than any other vehicle. It was used by the explorers, fur
traders, voysgeurs, missionaries, and ploneers. Soon after the larger bodies of
water were somewhat better navigated by the "hite Man's batieaux and the mackinaw
boat.

The early bireh bark cances for explorathon were usually of a size that one
or two men could earry over the pertages from one body of water to another. The
canoe business sesmed to be an art handed down from one family to another, males
and females alike. There were two families in Superior that did most of the build~
ing. The builders always kept a stock of raw materials on hand, the cedar stips
for the bottom and tough ride for the sides and gun whales and the many sheets of
bireh bark. The pieces were joined together by spruce roots, made pliable by soak-
ing. Really not a single nail nor mefal of any kind was used in their eonstruction.
An axe and & crooked knife were the only tools in evidenge. The length of the
canoe was measured by fathoms - the small ones were three fathoms long or eighteen
feet. The larger freight gances were thirty-six feet long. Thess were used in
the lake trade from the Soo to the Head of the Lakes and could earry three tons
of freigat. The paddles wers usually made of cedar. Thirty or forty ailes a day
could be made in one, barring acecidents, Every one had his own cance in the early
days. They were like the Fords of today - they went everywhere.

The battesus and the mackinaw boats were a slight improvement on the canoes
and they were used for transportation and freight alemg the shores of Superior.

The early mail carriers traveled by boat in the sumser, using mackinaw boats,
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which they claimed could beat every kind of weather. They went from the Horth
Shore of Lake Superior to Orand Portage and from the South Shore to Ontonagen and
the copper country. In the winter $ime, they salled these routes on snow shoes
or with dog teanms.

One of the best known of the early mail carriers wis John Chapelle, a Frensh
Canailan with an Irish wife. He came to Superior in 1853, Has had one of the first
schooners and ecarried on a commercisl fishing and supply business around the head
of the lakes, as well as being mail carrier. Ha operated by team in winter and
boat in summer. His sons wers experienced boat men and became capiaing and en-
gtﬁura on the Great Laltes.

Af ter the canoes and batteans came the firs% schooners. The first doas ply-
ing on Laite Superior that we have any definite knowledge of, is a sloop duils by
La Eonde, a Frenchman from Ottawa, Canada, in 1721. His boat had sails on it and
was constructed by him. It was a bark of forty tons. He 1ived at La Pointe,
on Madelaine Iesland, and was probably a person of some importanee thers. An old
map made in Faris in 1745, shows Madelaine Island, 1isted under the name of "Isle
de La Ronde". He had a monopoly of the fur trade at La Pointe. He undoubtedly
had some help from the Catholic church, as it is shown that he gave miuiowini
free transportation to his 1slands.

The small thirty ton schoolers were develéped in the early 1800's and wars
used by the various fur trading companies in this region. The North West, American
and Hudson Bay companies, previous to the yemr 1829 had the following vessels in
their employ; the Invincible, Otter, Mink, Recovery, and Digcowsry. These vessels
were all built on Lake Superior and carried from 20 to 100 tons a plece.

After the abandonment of these the only vessels that navigated the waters
for a» few years were the batteaux and birch bark canoce until the coming of the

Algonquin,
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The Algonguin is the most important of the early schoomers and every early
settler in Superior has his memories of it and perhaps souveniers, made of its
wood. From time to time the Douglas County Historical Museun has various articles,
such as canes, knives and so on, eut from wood of the Al gonguin, drought in to the
musewn,

Beeause the Algonquin played such an important part in the trade and inferest
of Superior more should be told about her. The Algonquin was bulls in Black River,
Ohio, inB39 by the Ohio Fishing and Mining Oo. She could earry sixty tons, had
two boom sails, two top sails and two jJibs. She was considered a fast sallor as
well as being a staunch and seaworthy craft. She was built for one of the fish-
ing and fur trading posts for th: express purpose of the coasting trade and, of
gourse, built to withstand all weather. She carried a four man crew.

In 1845 ghe was portaged around the Soo Rapids - the process was on timbers
and rollers, block and tackle and ox teams - it Sook three weeks before she was
launched into Lake Superior. Ila the spring of 1§45 she arrived at La Pointe with
a load of supplies for the trading posts at the present site of Superior. She
then went up the St. Doule River to the Astor Fur Trading Fost at the village
of Fond du Lee. On her return voyage she earrisd furs, wild rice, maple sugar,
apruce and salt fish. For some time she was the only schoomer on the alke. She
was also used hy the early Lake Superior copper companies in explorations on Igle
Royale, she carried the first mass copper to the Soo and the first test samples
of iron ore from the Hange. At one time she rescued the marooned nnd starving
coprer miners ;n Mott's Tgland, but that is a story in ifself.

One of her best known captains in the 50's was Captain Albert Angus of
Superior. She was lald up in 1384, for after the Soo locks wers open and steam

boats could come up, the old schooners were not mach used. She lay in the harbor
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rotting for many years, although she was later bought by John Bardon for use as
a pleasure yacht. |

Another very well known captain of this perioed was Captain %.C, Smith. He
was born between Superior and Bayfield im 1859. Hig mother was a Chippews and
his father m white man. He became a competent civlil enginesr and an expert cance-
ist and boatman, serving om boats in all capacities, until he finally became a
boat captain. He commanded boats for the Booth Fisheries Company Gown the North
Shore of Lake Superior and knew every inlet and shoal. He was in command of the
Steam ship America when it was sunk, but due to his pronyt'ution no lives were
lost. To other boat captain was ever better known.

4 history of the boats of Superior is a history of ship wrecks and disasters, 7
as 13 true of all shipping ports in an sarly day --to te'l of them would be a paper
in itself. BPut mention should be made of some of the worst disasters as the ill-
fated Lady Blgin, the side wheeler, in 1860. This was an oxmﬂoﬁ steamer that
was lost in 1860 near Milwaukee, with many well Ynown ’u:oérier eitigzena on board.
Other well kno m ship wrecks were tho Propellor Sunbeam, the Stranger, a trading
schooner, and many others.

Afger the Soo was opened many steam boats were seen at the Head of the Lakes.
The first ome %o go through the locks to Superior was the Illinois in 1854, an old.
side wheel steamer. lMany of these steamers were very luxurious. The side whesler
dgnhattan was the first to ascend the 5t. Louls River from Superior te Fond du Lae
in 1856, )

The first steam boat dock %o be built in Superior was buflt in 1854, called
Quebec Pier and the first ia Duluth was at the end of Rige's Point on 5¢. Louis
Eay ia 1870, the Da Costa Dock. Previous to the building of these docks, boais
landed on the banks of the Nemadji at the foot of 2nd Street in Superior. I

might be interesting to mention at this point that really the first ship yards
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of sorts was on the banks of this river. That was the shipyard owned and operated
vy R.G, Coburn. Here in his erude 1ittle shacks he launched sevsral scows for use
in the harbor and here he kapt the first harbor tug, the Agate. At this landing
was unloadsd the first cow to be brought to the Head of the Lakes.

A ghort description should be mnde of the other various types of early water
craft seen up here in the latter half of the 19th gentury. There was the first
tug, "The Azate" and its twin sister "The Amethyet®. Then there was the Upham
dwedge tug, "Red and B111" and many other harbor and fishing tugs and the sturdy
ice bresker, "Record". In the early 20's there were also tow barges, froi@i.
coal and iron ore carriers, too numerous to mention. In the first days of steam
craft, cord wood was used for fuel, There was no iron eonstruction in the boats,
their being made generslly of oak with natural-erook, temarsck knees, tough as a
whale bone.

At this time on the lakes could alsc be sgeen the many pleasure yachts, owned
by the prominent citizens of town, the many excursion boats and the Duluth ferries,
The Minnie La Monte was one of the best known of the ferriess., The Mary Martini,
The Hattie Lloyd and lather the Christopher Columbus are all names %o be remembered
by our eerly residents.

The Christopher Columbus was ons of the many whale backs built by Alexander
McDougal. The story of his building of these whale backs and of their selorful
launchings belengs in the golden aze of Superior history, bYut they are a lon: way
from the early water craft of this reglon and have uo place in thiszs paper.

Ag I look at the large frigates and cargo boats being bullé in this harbor
at the present time and see the majestic boats sall out of the harber, I think of
the early pioneers in this region and their surprise and mmagement could they omly
ses what boate are now salling our lakes.

Vivien G. Dube, Curator

Douglas County Historical
Museum




THZ OLD STOCKADR

The oid Indian Stockade, or Fort, bullt 2t Superier dwring the winter of
1862-83 was for protection agalnst the Chippews and Sioux Indilzns, the latber of
which 4n 1862-63 were tben on the war-peth againat the whites in Morthern Yinnae-
so%a and Tisconsin,

Several pletures of the old fort, = painting and poneil sketch, show just
exactly wiat $his old Stockade looked like, the unique type of construction of
1ts fortified sides and block-houses, and the mmber of buildings within the ene
closure.

These pietures wers made by - French half-breed Chippews Ipdian woman whose
mother lived within the fort during 1ts conatruction and for several years after,
and when an o0ld lady had her danghter paint the pleture from sketches and the
description she gave.

It is hard to realige thatthis Indian Scare occurred osnly 73 years 239 in
T4scons'n. At thet time the Civil ¥ar between the states, whieh bagan with the
battls of Tort Sumpter in the hardor of Oharleston on April 12, 1881, was in DL
zreas a 1ittla over a year vhen the Sloux outbresk started, Aagust 18, 1882, in
Kinaesota.

The uprising was caused by the bellef of the Indians that thay wers unjustly
treated by the Jovermment, Tndisn Asents and Traders.

Tha Ninnesota Sioux on August 18, 1862, werrctusted one of the worst mass-eres
on record in American History---that of New Ulm---in which over 200 men, women and
children were killed or wounded.

General Sibly was sent out from Fort Snelling st 5t., Paul with » fores of
400 men of the 8th Regiment Misresota Volunteers, on August 208h to corbat tha

Indians and to put them back on the reservation.
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In the meantime when the residents of Superior and vieimiiy heard the first
inacourate reports of the massacre they were plunged into a state of fepre--great
excltement agd dire apprehension. "-’m weetinge were held to discuss the situs-
tion and devise woys and means Lo meed it.

For many days knots of excited men hung around the sireets discussing the
grave situation their community wss Ghen in becanse of the serious uprising,
They were alraid that the Sfoux wowid cross the Migsissippl and attagk the Head
of the Lakes dagion, because of its umprotected state. At this time many of the
young men had ieft for the Civil War nud they keenly regretted the loss of im-
portant fighting men.

Yeows of the Civil War was scanty in this far flung commmity and the dis-
tant repercussions of the wsr seemed of lesser importance than the vital issue
at sta!ta—-—adoquaﬁl protaction of their commmnity.

Te make metters smch worse, "Little Crow", Chief of the Minnesota Siouz, sent
emigsaries to Cnlef Hole-in-the-Bay of the Chippewa Tribs in the vicinity of Sue
perior, and tried to pntck op the old enmity betwsen the nstlone in order to bring
warfare ~zninshd the White with thelr combined forces.

in the early 1600's the Ohippewa Indiasns were driven to “isconsin from o
moint in the Northeast by easvern Indian Tridas. Arriving at the Hesd of the
Lpkss rezion they found $us Sioux in possession and for many years Tiwrce battles
took place for supremacy of the country. Saveral batiles were fougzht on the pre-
gent site of the city of Superior. After many yeers of ditter warfare, lasting
up in the ‘18&\’3‘3. she Chippewns finally drove the Sioux to the west bask of the
Miggiesippl River,

#hen the pesple of Superior found out that the Sicux were m}:ing over tures
of friendghip to their hated ememiss, they became very panicky ani clammored for

imnediate means of ppotection.
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After several days of consideration and discussio: the men of Superior eli-
minated all plans for the defense of the town except :wo. One plan was to plank
up the warehouses on the Quebec pler and make them as nearly fireproof as possible,
to serve as places of Jmmediate resort in case of alarm. The other plan was to
enclose one square of the town in » stockade with block houses at the angles.
¥ithin such an inelemc if stocked with provisions, 1t would be poseible for the
pecple to remain for a longer time. It was estimated that the first project wonld
cost eight hundred and fifty dollara, the second twemty-five hundred dollars. The
committee of Safety decided to fortify Qusbec Pier and the work went forward with
all speed. As soon as they had been made a safe deposit for property and a re-
fuge for all the citigens, Thomas Clark gave notice to the people that at the tap
of the bell by day or by night all women were to betake themselves thither.

To assuage any fear of immediate attack that such action might arouse and
also to inform the Chippewa Indisns that citizens of Superior had full confidenee
in them, a suggestive and politic statement was published in the "Chronicle”,
saying, "The Chippewa of "isconsin have always been the white man's friend, and
are not feared now. We have no question of their fidelity, and have no doubt they
are in equal and more immedinte danger than we."

¥hen the newspapers arrived from 5t. Paul, giving accurate accounts of the
destruction of New Ulm, the fears of the people in Superior were not lessenad,

The attack had been made by six hundred and fifty Indians, mounted, armed with
rifles and double barreled shot-guns, whose balls would garry three hundred yards,
~--guns provided by the Government for them to shoot buffalo. As all the able-
bodied young men of New Ulm were servingz in the war, only two hundred and fifty
men were left to defend the place.

As soon as the facte of the Sioux uprisings were definitely kmown in Superior
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the leading citizens %ook steps to defend the town and quiet the fears of the
apprehensive., A public meeting was called, a committe of safety was chosen, amd
Mr. E.C, Clarke was dispatched to Madison to procure arms. Inssmich as Superior
had no means of speedy communication with other settlements, the comuittee of safe-
ty deemed 1%t wise to be unceasingly on the lookout, and to forestall as far as
possible any “-;rt act of hostility on the part of an Indian. In furtherance of
those ends they ilssued on Sunday, August 21,

lst. There will bs a regularly organized Guard détailed each day, who will
go on duty at nine o'elock each evening, and remain on until five o'clock the
following morning, whieh guard will act under the orders of an offieer to be
appointed by the Committes of Safety. To the furthersnce of this resulation,
every male person residing within the limits of the Town, detween the ages of
eighteen and sixty years, will be called upon in their turn to stand guard, and
if not able to perform the service personally, they will be required to farnisgh
a substitute.

2nd., All families are requested to sleep each night, within the following
preseribed limits, nemely: between St. John and Thompson Avemies and Fourth Jtreet
end the Bay.

drd. All vendors of ammunition are prohibited selling or disposing of the
same to any Indian, under penal iy of confiscation and having their place of busi-
ness closed. '

4th. Any person who shall sell or give liguor to any Indisn or Squaw ﬂil
be arrested, his stock taken possession of, and a guard placed over his or her
premises, until a proper dlsposition of the same shall be dedérmined upon."

The Kimball home wag in the gzone set apart, and from thet time on for months
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to come, people went there to spend the night. In the rooms below stalrs they laid
their matresses on tho floor so that, if Indians should come and fire through the
'windm, there would be a chance of the bullets passing over the sleepers.,

In the period of uncertainty as to whether any troops whatever wonld be avail-
able for the protection of Superior, the men of the town had conceived the idea
of making soldiers of themselves. They organized a military company, giving it
the dignified name of the Douglas County Huo Guards. Washington Ashton, the for-
mer young editor of the "Chronicle", Swperior's first newspaver, was Captain, Dan
Waterman was First I-hutmnt. and August Zachau, the town handy-man and earpenter
was Second Lieutenant. There were five sergeants and eight corporals, also a
drummer and fifer and sixty-five privates.

They met for drill three eveninzs in the week and were supplied with arms from
the store obtained by Mr. Clarke. Later when the goldiers came they were aided
in drill by Lieutenant Curtice. _

On the 20th of Segiember Mr. Clarke returned from Madison and he had obtained
the promise of 200 stands of arms and five thousand cartridges, which were to be
sent up on th,ﬁu:t steamer. A full month elapsed before the arms were received,
one hundred and ninety-two rifles mmskets and five thousand eartridges.

The people of Superior began to fear that no soldiers would come to them,
that winter would close in, isolating them with barriers of ige and snow, insur-
mountable for escape, but not effective to prevent an Indian attack. They were
almost in despair, them, in this, their darkest hour, they were notified that
paroled prisoners were to take the place of the soldiers released for service at
the front, and that General Fope had assigned to Superior a company comnosed of
troops shat had been captured the preceding spring at the Battle of Shiloh by the
Confederates and traded for some of their own prisoners. This was Comany B of

the 18th "iggonsgin,
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Governor Salomon made requisition of warm clothing for those men, and embarked
them on the steamer "Sea Bird." They reached Superior in November, 1862, and the
soldiers were gquartered in homes and boarding houses.

In the meantime Gemeral Sibley conquered a band of the Sioux in the battle
of Wood Lake, innesota, September 25, 1862, releasing 250 capiives and capturing
2,000 prisoners. Oeneral Sibley was ordered to execute 8 Indians that had cem~
mitted marder and outrage and they were hung frem one scaffold, December 28, 1862,
at Mankato, Ninnesota. After this he took his men and pursued the rest of the
Indisns and 1t was not ti111 the following year that he finally made them surrender.

A great meny Indians were still on the war-nath and the Chippewas were very
unfriendly so it was finally decided to build a stockade and discontimme the pro-
jeet of fortifying Quebec Pisr. The chief activity in Superior during the late
winter and early spring of 1862-63 was the bullding of thie stockade, for vrotec-
tion against the Indians end for the proper housing of the soldlers.

The Var Department was promptly responsive to the needs of Superior, and
gave orders for the building of a stockade, the entire expense to be forne by
the United States Covernment, and the labor %o be performed by the goldiers. The
supervisors of Uouglas County engezed Cherles Kimball to plan, direet and super-
intend that work.

For the location of the stockade a level space was selected in the most dense-
ly populated part of the town, extending from the bay shore back to Third Strees,
and lying between Carison (18th Averue Fast) and Yalbridge (17th Avemue East)
Avenues. Three frame buildings were already standing on the land, two occupied
by half breeds.

These buildings were retaiied for the use of the soldiers. The stockade was
to be large enough not only to aeccommodate the troops, but in sddition %o furnish

a refuge for the entire population of the town in time of danger. Frovisions and
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ammni tion for vse in case of a siege were to be kept in the incleosure at all
times, sufficient to last until re-enforcementas could be received.

The first work was the digging of a trench four feet deep to mark the four
sides of the square. PFoles were then set slosely in the trench to a height of
twelve feet above the ground, each sharpened to a point at the top. The poles
were logs of cedar, tamarack and spruce, from eight to twelve inches thick, cut
in the neizhborhood as as to clear the land as suggested by Captain Samuls.

There was a gate on Carlton Avenue and on Yalbridge Avenue. A 1ittle ecreck
ran throush the stockade, passing near ths small houses and several Indian wigwam
within the enclosure.

On the front, or bay side wa=s an opening of twenty feet, on each side of
which the stockade was projected into the bay for about thirty yards, thus insur-
ing access to water and a free passage for boats. At ench of the farther corners
on the land side was a block house of logs, from which the garkison could direct
an enfilading fire along all sides except the bay side. Altogether it was a very
substantial, bulletproof structure, strongly resembling its colonial protofype.
Several large pines were left standing in the inclosure, as towers from which %o
make observations, and a large house, forty feet by sixty, was erected for use as
a community house in case of necessity.

There the original stockade was speedily completed, and the people did nes
venture beyond the clearings., They rounded up the cows for milking before sunset.
Men who had never used firearms for self-protection were equipped with muskets and
bayonets, and thus armed they daily and nightly patrolied the streets and aprroaches.
When it was necessary to go out after dark, they carried their guns cocked for every
stump sugzested crouching redskin ready to spring with a whoop and a tomahawk.

Bumors were always in the alr, and one day came a report so almrming that a
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stampeds to the stockade was barely averted.

The following was taken from the written desaripiion by James 5. Risehle who
was one of the members of the home guardi

"May 20, 1863. This week an Indian Scare. Pungoes Boys reported they were
frightened at barking of a fox; thought the Sioux were coming. Soldiers put out
guards, people were aroused in the middle of the night.

Excitement and fear was at fever pitch and one fatal accident occurred because
of the too-alertness of the men on guard.

The home of August Schaar, was located some way from the 3tockade and was con-
gidered in an isblated and dangerous position. However, the Schaar family would
not give up the home to live in the stockade and continued $o supply the soldiers
and town's people with small frults and begetables.

Buring the period of greatest alsrm when the soldlers thought the Sloux were
going to attack, young Godfrey Schasr, aged 14, in company with his folks was on
his way to the Stockede. It was Just at dusk and Godfrey, in advance of the others
was earrying a short fishpole and peddle in his hand,

In the semi-darkness, as the arrangement of his dress made him lok somewhat
ftrange, and the fishpole recembled a gun, a soldier on guard called out to him
to "Halt". ¥Put the young boy knowing the soldiers so well, did not heed the
gummons, whereupon the soldier fired, and the boy fell.

The young lieutenant who fired the ghot went to the body, and found te his
amazement and grief that he had killed e boy whom he knew, one of a femily that
had shown him friendly kindmess in their home.

On examination 1t was found that a lead slug or dullet snd a load of duck
shot went through the boy's chest, and the bundle on his back kept it from kill-

ing his grandmother who was directly bshind the boy,
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The young lieutenant was so shocked by his terrible mistake in killing a boy
with whom he had talked and played se often, soon dled afterward of a broken heart.

This sad accident cast a gloom over the entire community. MNr. Schaar grieved
s0 mueh nnd so continuously, that it eventually unsettled his mind. He gave up
all public metivities and become practieally a recluse.

The drum woich Mr, Schasr used in the Home Guards and which his son used to
play with, eventually came into the hands of Mr. Johm A. Bardon, early Superior
resident snd he in turn gave it to the Douglas County Historieal Yuseum., This is
now on display at the Yuseum slong with several rifles which were used by the
Home Guard,

“he Chippewa Indians finally deeclded to remain friendly to the whites and
General Sibley in 1863 drove the Sioux to the Yest out of danger to the settlements
aronnd the Head of Lake Superior,

Hews that the Sioux were effegtually quieted was -0t long in reaching Superior.
It browght inexpressible relief. Men shook hande and treated each other. Women
wept, and opened their long closed windows. The news came also to the Chippewa
and they gradually renewad their visits to the settlement, with the same stolid,
harmless demeanor that had been their wont before they were mistreated and feared,

Ag there was no longer any need of soldlers at Superior, most of them departed
on the Planet early in Avgust, 1883, but thirteen remained in charge of the post
for a few months more, then Lieutenant Curtice sold off the community stores, and
the stockade was abandoned.

The stesmer that took the soldiers away in August brought on its return trip
to Suarior the plece of artillery that had been applied for the year befors.

It was & twelve pound brass howitzer, accompanied with one hundred rounds of am-

unition, consisting of round shot, shell and canister. Although the occaslion for
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for its use was over, the people could not refrain fre- firing it. Several times
they gratified their desire to see and hear it work. The din and shivering of giass
{n the vicinity of the Stockade made up in a meagure for the lack of a noisy de-
monstration on the Fourth of July.

Years later after the ¥ar, General W.T, Sherman came ffom St. Faul over the
stage line, and the boys about Superior duilt bom-fires in honer of him, They
took the old brass cannon and loaded it up at attempted %o fire i% wehn they heard
the rattle of the coach coming up second stree$; but it refused to go off, so they
rmvd the charge and reloaded it and attempted to fire 1t again. This time 1%
exploded just as the coamch drove up to the hotel, scattering fragments in all
directions, Fortunately nobody was hurt, but it broke several windows in the
Avery House ( Superior's first hotel).

The eannon was later borrowed by the Duluth "Filden and Hendricks" Club. An
An envious club stole it and dumped it in the lake, near 3rd Avemue East. It has
never been found but in the near future some public spirited and historical minded
person will see that it is raised and placed in the iuseum.

The old 9tockade stood for several years and was finally out down %o be used
for fire-wood by Superior residents. 7The site is now occupied by the Filteration
plant of the Superior Water, Light, and Fower Company.

Gerald O, Stowe, Curator
Douglas County Higtorics! ¥useun

1827 John Avenue
Superior, Wiseonsin




SUPERIOR TOURIST SEASON OF 1854

From "A Pioneer Of 0ld Superior® by Lillian Ximball Stewart.

“In the summer of '64 the Sam Ward, plying between the Sault and any port on
Lake Superior, brought on every trip a goodly mumber of emigrants, speculators,
~ and tourists, bent on seeinz the new "olty" of Superior. Stuntz's dock was located
near an Indian village, so that every traveler as well as every plece of freight
or bagzage was subject %o inspection by braves, squaws, and papooses before regeiv-
ing a passport to the shore across the bay. Provision for that trip had besn made
by several of the settlers, who operated mackinaw boats as ferries for both pas-
sengers snd freight. Such boats, designed originally for fur traders, were desp
and capacious, and had the additional feature of Leing quipped with two sails and
three pairs of oars.

Travel to Superior by way of the lake began =: soon as the iece went out in
the spring. Visitors were numerous. Some had provided themselves with tents %o
serve as sleeping quarters while they made up their minds whether they would stay
or sesk {arther for an Eldorado, Others were desirous of a comfortable lodging
place.

The Froprietors, all men of wealth as well as of political and soecial influ-
ence, advanced large sums of money for various improvements, indluding a hotel,
The work of bullding began in March and progressed rapldly. As soon as the roof
was on, the Superior House was opened to guests. Its walls were of logs dove-tail-
ed together at the cormers like the walls of a block house., The shingles were
shaved by hand, and the lumber whip-sawed, by August Zachau, who operated four
saw pita,

Guests arrived long before the hotel was finished, but none were Surned away.
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They slept in blankets on beds of shavings with mosqui® netting for screems.
Thewe were 21l sorts of fortune humters, from gold dlggers of California looking
for a prospect or a lead, to seedy politicians in black broadeloth and soiled linea
locking for town office. Emigrants vho intended to De permonent settlers did not
patronize the hotel., They steked a claim, built a Jog house, end weni to clear-
ing land =and raieing potatoes vetweer stumps,

The town site of Superior as platted by the Proprietors was laid out in
streets eighty feet wide running parallel with the bay, crossed by avenues one
hundred feet wide. The streets were numbered, whereas the avenues bore the names
of the distinguished proprietors. Second street, extending all the way from the
Uppertown to the Namadji, was cleared its entire length, and bridges were built
across ilntersecting ravines and sloughs. Clearing a street meant only chopping
m trees, mostly Samaracic, spruce, and poplar, Stumps were left to be zrubbed
out or burned, and for many & sumuer the alr was blue with the smoke of brush
fires or mﬂ&rlng stumps. Looking to the future, the Proprietors reserved
twenty lots for churches, thirty-two for schools, a half bleck for county buildings
two blocks for a public park and two for a cemetery.

The house lots were smali, iwenty-five feet by one hundred and fifty, Settlers
purchasing such lots bound tnemselves to ereet buildings at a cost equal to that
of the lot. Thus they were tied to Swuperior, During the year 1854 three hundred
lots were sold in the Lowertown. In the Uppertown there were forty dwelling
houses, besides a boarding house forty feet by sixiy built by the men from Ontona-
gons All the houses were made of logs, and most of them were roofed with logs in-
stead of cedar staves. Slender logs, eight or ten inches in dlametsr, were split
in two lengthwise, hollowed out in troughs, and 1aid from ridge to esves hollow
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side up, Then similar pleces were inverted over the joints and on the ridge,
making a folrly good pretection against rain or snow.

Tillian Ximball Stewart wns the daughter
of Charles Ximball, an older brother of
William Kimwball, who was the father of
¥iss Edna Kimbzll and Mrs, ¥.¥. Stricke
land, who are both living in Superior,



The story of the schools in the early days of Superior can best be told Wy
quoting the chapter on “Schools* contained in "Rescollect ons of Old Superior®
written by my eldest brother, A.H, Bertrand, who will be remembered by many of
cur old timers. :

He writest "Considering the settlements isolation from all eiviliging in-
fluences and the rigld economies imposed to maintain existence, it would seem
that what was accomplished for the education of its children wa: a supreme schiewe-
ment. The educational system was simple coupared to our present adﬁ. There was
that element of educated and refined citizens from the East and South, rarely found
in smell pionser commumities, that, by example, stimilated » desire in the less
favored, %o do everything possible for the mentsl development of thelr childrenm.

Teachers had to be entirely self-reliant because there were no principals or
even fellow-teachers to direet, advise or congult, Fortunately, the teachers were
not only well fitted scademically, but also thelir heredity and culture, as well
as experience, made them capable of understanding and training these childrem of
the forest with wisdom and efficiency.

It has been truly said that I.¥W. Gates was the patriarbh of schools in 0ld
Superior. About every youth of those times pagsed under the kind and sble teach-
inge of this man of venerated memory. He was not only a successful teacher, but
without direect effort on his part, every boy and girl that came under his influence
faced the future with the highest ideals of manhood and womanhood, instilled by
his personality only.

It might be interesting to note here that in the early days the western ex-
tremity of Superior was about where the present gas plant is located, This part
was called “Uppéstomn," Mmto:ﬁm*mortm", and a section of a few blocks
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in between was "Middletown." h-unﬂ.y as I can remember, there were schools in
Lowertown and Uppertown, but none in Hiddletown,

To continuet T:e first teacher recalled to mind was William ¥, Oonnor, (there
may have been others before this) the son of a jovial, down-east black-smith, who
hed gettled in Uppertown. His home was later purchased and enlarge! by Judge 2.

M, Clough, and was always known as the Clough home., Young Connor was slerli of
The Town of Pokegama about the close of the boom days.

Mrs, Samuel Smith was one of the earliest teachers, and was a neighbor of
the ‘ates family. Hiss Holbrook, & niece of Mr. Gates taught for o couple of
terms ani returned %o her home back sast. Both were able and popular teschers,

Lorengo Falmer, a son of the light~house keeper, served a term of two. About
the time of kr. Palmer's regim=, the school was given a taste of the real "Hoosier
school master.® A ghort, husky fellow of the home-spun variety by the name of
Cobb, who would have made a good ball player in our time, stepped into the scene
and his name is recorded on the roll, His achievements are not among surviving
recollactions, but his Wlonal\ity and methods of punishment are. The angry scowl
the set Jaws and determined sirides to the culprit when the bounds of patience
were reached, was an experience that the interval of a life-time have not effaced
from memory.

A teacher remembered for many excellent gualities was Miss Sallie Syer, dmghter
of ..ﬂmu Syer, a prominent settler. Her natural abttrastiveness and genial relations
with her pupils msde her popular. Another tie of their affections was her interest
in thelr eut-door sports, probably due to her English ancestry, and above all, she
was & splendid teachsr. It was a shodk and a great regret to her pupils when she
terminated her teaching caresr to marry Mr. Peter X, Bradshaw, a leading merchant,

Among the last teachers of the old regime were the Misses Lottle and Fannie
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Myers, pupils of Yy. Gates and daughters of Joseph lyers, a well-known setitlsr.

The Lowertown school of early days had a very similar experience, Thomas
- Clark, & clvil engineer, prominent in laying out the first tomm-site and land
surveys, wes among the first teachers. Mrs., Sarah B, Newton, o member of the
Palby family having left the culbture and luxuries of Fhiladelphis for the wilds
of the Worthwest, ond who was the mother of Louls Newton (the father of the pre-
gent Mr. Zrnest Liuk) taught several terms and ig probably thr best remembsred
of the teachers. She weo noted for her strich disciplime and exgellent teaching
qualificstions, I% is vagusly recalled that Richard Relf, a son-in-law of Thomas
91#1:. and also a civil engineer, taught for a short time. Miss McNecker was ane
other teacher., BShe married James Newton, and they were tie parents of Captain
mnwwnwhnmefﬁ'm. :

"hen it became apparent that a mumber of the older scholars in both schools
should have more advangéd opportunities, Mr. Gates established a school in the
Presoyterian church, which wsg virtually the first high school in Swperior. I$
was afterward transferred to a vacant bu.lléi.ﬁg near the corner of Becker Avemue
and Say Street., ¥ith a few exeeptions, this was where Superiorts hnm-m
youth completed thelr education. Among the attendants of this school u*é Temein-
bered Benjemin and Cora Howard, Geo. L, Brooks, Geo, M. Smith, Thomas Mﬁp and
sisters, Ross Palmer, Chas, and lagele Dewar, Will, Julla and Belle Calverly, Frane
ces Gouley, Clara Clough, Lottls snd Fannle Meyers and the writer, ‘

Fhen the grade system was esteblished, the old order passed into history, but
not without having left a remarksble impression ujon its beneficlaries and commne
ity at large. There wes & degree of enthusiasn and interest in school work, instille
o by the charagter of teachers and cooperation of the parents, beyond the ordinary.

So far, I have written what is contained in "Recollections of 0ld Superier,"
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tut & story of Superior schools would not be complete without mentioning Mrs,
A.0. Brown. During my school days, she was the Primary tescher in the Uppertown
school, Her pupils, up o the 3rd Resder, occupied the ground floor room, vhile
¥r, Gates had the higher grades in the wp-stairs room, Mrs. Brown lived in Middle-
town and used to wallk the distance to the school in all kinds of weather, ¥hem
s northeaster developed to such a degres that she could not battle the wind and
drifts, Mr. Gates would send one of the older girls from his room to carry on.

lire Gntes taught higher mathematics, (even trigonometry to a faw of the older
students), physics, musie, chemistry, and a highykrade of grammar than any of our
high school students of today have, I just camnot imagine one of iir. Gate's stu-~
dents using the incorrect English that is used by our high school pupils. Spell-
ing was slso & "mmst" gubject, and 1t was taught thoroughly, both oral and written.

It seems o me that the school children of 04 Superior had a real love for
knowledge, and didn't have %0 be lured with sorerities, fraternities and clubs of
nany kinds.

Antoinette Bertrand Fee

(Mrs. A.G. Pee is a daughter
of Mr, and Mrs. A.G. Bertraad
who came to Jupsrior in the
late 1850%s, Nrs, Fee was
born in Superiore)



HISTORIC SPOTS

The most hisSorie spot im Superior, in point of time, is the site upon wiich
the first trading post was erected. According to the records, "This post was lo-
cated on what is now called Superior Fay n-ar the intersection of Winter m'sw
ond Streets at the base of Connor's Point." The location was ideal, easily access-
ible by canve and mackinaw. (A mackinaw is a large, sharp-ended bateau used ex-
tensively by traders and explorers)., All of the territory which we now call "The
Head of the Lakes" was, in the old French fur trading days, called Fond du Lac
which meant "Foot (or end) of the Lakes". This first trading post was also kmown
by the name of Fort St. Louis. It was the headquarters for the original Northwest
Far Conpany which was privileged to trade as far north as the Hudson Zay, wast to
Lake Winaipeg and south to the Ouesconsin (¥isconsin) River. This company was taken
over in 1812 by the American Fur Coupany and later moved up the St. Louls River
twenty miles and located where the village of Fond du Lac now standas.

The most historic spot in the eity as it affeeted the future development $f
the town is, without question, the west bank of the Nemadji River at Becond Stree: .
On this bold promontory overlooking the river, bay and lake there was a Chippewa
Indian village; again an ideal spot where, to paraphrase a bit, trails and water
met; later roads and trails converged at this point.

George R. Stuntz, a government surveyor who had been sent to survey this terri-
tory, discovered this village in 1852; the following year advance agents for the
Townsite Companies were sent out, J.A. Bullen and Johmn T. Morgan. They built a
log building of generous size and the :ncthitiu accompanying the development of
the town were socn under way. This same building was the home of Superior's first

newspaper, The Chronicle, whose publication dated from 1885.
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The red clay seemed to have possibilities for brick mading and a brick yard
was established a short distance up the bank of the river; R.G. Coburn also had
a "ghipyard" at the foot of Fourth Street where he carried on a considerable busi-
ness in making scows which were used by the govermment in constructing the plers
at the entry. The first harbor tug, The Agate, was kept at this yard; this staunch
little tuz was twiece rebuilt and re-named The John J. Jeffery, Jr, and continued
in service until a few years ago, The first saw-mill was also located mear this
point.

In 1855 Congress appropriated $15,000 for the erection of a lighthouse eon
Minnesote Point at the natural entry., It was completed three years later and
was used until 1878 when a new lighthouse was built out at the end of $he pier,
The 0ld house was dismantled and partially torn down but fortunately, before the
work va.n" completed a request came from the Geodetic Department of Washington %o
discontinue the work of destruction as it marked the gero point, the beginning
of the origzinal lake surveys, and so a portion of the town stands, an imposing
marker for this historic spot. ]

The Military Road, built jointly by Wisconsin and Minmesota to facilitabe
transportation of soldlers and supplies in the event of Indian uprisings, ended
at the fool of Second Street. This road was used a great deal during the sixties
and was the connecting link between Lake Supefior and the Miselissippi. When sol-
diers wers sent here at the time of the New Ulm massacre in 1862 they built an
outpost overlooking the river and bay and the cleared land back of the village
was used as a training and parade ground,

In this same year, in view of the restlessness of the Indians, the residents
of the town deemed it advisable to build a stackade where the people would be safe
in case of irouble and this was built on the site of th- present filtering plant

of the Water, Light & Power Co., running from Third Street to the bay.

Isura Andrug Juneay
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Dewitt Andrus, who

erior in the esarly
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