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SIR ROGER CASE | ASEMENT UPON SIR EDWARD GREY. 
The report that Sir Edward Grey my _ and to a great extent even in controlling the ; became the accepted role of both great | fo ensure peace Sir Edward Grey pledges es—involve new neutrals. In cease to be the Minister of Foreign Affairs | foreign affairs of the country. Debates on | parties in the State. them the full strengh of the British Fleet | deed if it is to be saved at all she sees that 

of Great Britain in consequence of the fail- | foreign policy were the order of the day. The:Tories had won. The Empire was | that will not disperse but will remain mo- | Neutrality itself is a threat. To be neutral 
ure of British policy in the Balkans comes Next to the Budget and the control of | saved, but at the cost that the people to | bilized — to be used “for diplomatic support to-day is to be the enemy of Great Britain, 
to us to-day from the Tory and Imperialist | jaxation the House of Commons regarded | whom it was supposed to belong should | only.“ the foe of British imperialism. organs of the English press, its influence over the conduct of foreign | have nothing to say about its management. The military agreement with France in | . Greece, no more than Belgium, can be 

Over four years ago it was the Radical | straits as one of the prescriptive rights of Parliament was excluded from the greatest | November 1912, the precedent “conversations* | permitted to keep out of the conflict. : 
newspapers demanded Sir Edward Grey’s | the People, to be constantly affirmed. issues; a debate in the House of Commons on | in 1906 between “naval and military experts“, Since the Gallipoli adventure, if persisted 
resignation on the ground of his dangerous | The claim was hateful to the Crown and any matter of foreign concern became rarer and | the attempt to compromise Belgian neutrality | in, must spell the destruction of British power 
antagonism to Germany which a small band | 4,4 growing forces of imperialism that | rarer; the two front benches willed silence. | under the pretext of defending it by a mil- | and prestige in the East, England is determined 
of far-seeing Englishmen then perceived | had no open place in party life,—still an With the return of Lord Salisbury to office | itary convention, the Russian understanding | to transfer the conflict to an easier battlefield 
must lead their country into war if Sit | stair ofWhig’and “Tory”, of “Ins and Outs.” | in 1895, with a clear mandate to do as he | in Persia and elsewhere, and finally mobiliza- | and to compel Greece by invasion and Edward’s policy was not restrained. | General Elections were lost and won on | pleased, the question of parliamentary dis- | tion of the British fleet in June—July 1914. | conflict on her own soil, to enter the field. The reply in 1911 of the permanent Im- | 4. jgcue of foreign affairs—as, for instance, | cussion of foreign affairs may be said to | under the guise ofa review by King George— | A man cannot remain neutral if his house : : perialist powers that direct British policy to | hen Mr, Gladstone turned Beaconsfield out | have been seitled. : all these well-planned and carefully-devised | becomes the scene of a furious conflict be- 

: the attack then made by a section of the of office in 1880 very largely on the question The Foreign Secretaty was in the House | steps to ensure war are dismissed as kindly | tween a housebreaker, bent on using. his 
: Liberal press on a Liberal Foreign Minister | oF the “Bulgarian atrocities” and England’s | of Lords—a permanent institution of reactio- | efforts to furnish “diplomatic support to | house and the neighbour he assails from 

was to make him a Knight of the Garter-an | ylations with Turkey nary powers. He was represented in the | Powers with which Great Britain had no | that vantage point. 
: honour only once before confered upon a | At that date both front benches were | House of Commons by a nobody or a fool, agreement of any kind, her hands being Once a conflict can be forced on the soil 

, Commoner. : | equally patriotic in the eyes of the country. | and as the Liberals dared not discuss the | always “entirely free: of Greece between the allied invaders and the 
Now it is these unseen but omnipotent | Neither asserted, or could claim a larger | forbidden topic and the Tories were sure If Sir Edward Grey believed the things | Macedonian neighbour it will be impossible | ‘ __ forces that rule King, Cabinet and Commons | share in upholding British interests abroad. | that all was being donej as they wished it, | he said in his despatches to British repre- | for the Greek army not to shoot some one. Rese that apparently through their press desire the | yo question of the “surrender of British in- | tye control of foreign policy passed abso- | sentatives abroad, and later in’ his explanation The task of the invaders is to see that it s f retirement of the Foreign Minister who for | terest” to “traitors” had ever arisen to taint lutely into the hands of the permanent offi- | to the House of Commons, we must believe | shoots only in one direction. That accom- : ten years has served as their docile and the fair fame of the Liberal (or Whig) party | cials, men responsible neither to Parliament | him to be a very incompetent man. > “4 plished, England has secured a fresh ally 

_ obedient tool | until Mr. Gladstone discovered Ireland. But | or people, to whom their very names were If he did not believe the things he said | and an army of 400,000 men to help her 
Tool is perhaps, an ungenerous word for | in the years 1880 to 1886 Mr. Gladstone | yokuown, but to the Crown alone. we must believe him. to be a rogue. Now | desperate effort to keep the war from Egypt, 

me to apply to Sir Edward Grey; but it is | committed a double surrender, in the name Thus came King Edwerd. How he used | I know Sir Edward Grey well enough to | the Suez Canal and India. 
the Minister, not the man I would indicate. | of Liberalism, that gave his opponents, the | his unchecked powers in the domain of for- | believe that he is at heart a kindly and A fresh “Armenian.Massacre” having been j It might be fruer to say that for ten years, Conservatives, the chance of a century, In eign affairs is known only too well to-day. | well-disposed man, with very good intentions; | deftly provoked by a conspiracy engineered 

= under the guise of a Liberal statesman, he | a night the Liberal party was rent in twain, When, in December 1905 the Liberals re- | and so I am convinced he believed the | from the British Embassy at Constantinople, 
has been used as a shield between the | the Conservatives became the Tories of a | turned to office, with Sir Edward Grey at | thins he said. whereby English arms, money and uniforms 
Foreign Office and all Liberal criticism of | hundred years before. They laid hold of the | the Foreign Office, they did not retuin to I prefer to regard him, not as the villain | were to be furnished the Armenians on con- 
its policy; the shield behind which, with a | Empire; they grasped the sceptre of Im- power in maiters of foreign policy. ‘he | of the piece, but as he himself once put it, | dition that they rose against the Turkish 

ie nominally democratic government in power, | perialism and bore it scornfully out of the | system was already well established. The | “the fly on the wheel” of State — the Government, England now turns to the 
3 the permanent plotters against German | Foyse of Commons. The Englishman's | | jperals by their cowardice and treachery to | victim rather than the vindicator of British | humanitarian impulse of the American people 

: unity and expansion might develop their | birthright must not be su'rendered to “rebels” | the cause of Irish independence had really | Im-eriai aims. to secure a fresh sword against Turkey. 
: attack «nseen, unchecked and uncontroll- | and “traitors”. forfeited their own. No Minister, however Those aims were already fixed, and the America is being stirred with tales of horror 

ed by the forces that were supposed-y Mr. Gladstone’s surrender, first to the | strong, could probably have broken the | driver at his post when, to vary the metaphor, | against the Turk—with appeals to American : 
the masters of English public action. The | Boers after Majuba in 1881 and next to Mr. | power of the ring of irresponsibles round | Sir Edward Grey entered the car. manhood on behalf of a tortured and out- 

j ten years of “Liberalism’”’ at the Foreign | Parnell and the Irish people in 1885-86, gave | the King who drove the coach of state surely Instead of guiding the engine, he was | raged people. The plan was born in the 
Office, since 1905, under the nominal direc- the Conservatives an opening they seized and | and relentlessly to a well-planned war with | received as a Passenger, and became a help- | Foreign Office; and the agent for carrying 

f tion of a Liberal Minister, will go down to | held, antl once theyforced the Liberals to Germany. A strong and far-seeing man, a | less spectator as he was being whirled to | through the, conspiracy against Turbish 
\ history as the most criminal, the most | pass through as the only way of return to statesman, might have resisted, fought and -- | destruction, along with his country, by a | sovereignty in Armenia, was Sir Louis Mallet, 

audacious, and I believe, in the end, the most | public life. That opening was the door that resigned. Sir Edward Grey was none of these | route he knew nothing of and the time-table | the late British Ambassador at Constantinople. ; disstrous in all English history. took the custody of “imperial affairs’—i. e. | things. sabe : in other hands. He heard only the voices | Just as the war began with England de- 
It would be unjust to blame Sir Edward | foreign policy—out of the open assembly of the At heart a peace-loving, a domestic, a quiet | of the resolute and determined band of | claring she was fighting for the cause of 

Grey for the failure of Foreign Office policy | people into the close air of the Cabinet Council man, he had heen raised to an office he was | imperial criminals who assured him that a | Belgian neutrality so will it end with Eng- : 
in the Balkans any more than to blame him | and the closed doors of the Foreign Office. wholly unfitted for and chiefly just for thay | war chariot being driven straight into battle | land’s violation of Greek neutrality. The js : personally for its triumph in bringing about | The new Gospel of a Liberalism that | eason. The powers that drove the car of | was only an international wagon lid and that | initial lie brings always the final lie—and ; ! . the war as the result of those long years of sought to give political freedom to Ireland, | ctate did not want a wiser man. : he might sleep in peace until the conductor | this time the doom of the Liar. The 

plotting. that restored the Transvaal to tne Boers, that They preferred a man with the taint of | announced the destination. initial lie indeed lies much further back 
: : The war against Germany was decreed ! .,5 charged with intent to break up the | «,jheal Imperialism” in his blood, since a To-day when they have brought the chariot | than the falsehood about Belgium. It f : years ago by those powers that own the | Biiish Empire, in fine, a gospel of Liberal- | | jheral Government had to be accepted at | to a standstill on the blood-soaked plains of | lies in the falsity of the Liberal party 
RES Foreign Office and drive, not guide, the | io, abroad as well as of Liberalism at home | the hands of the English electors, Flanders and broken its axles in the gullies | to its pledges to Ireland. In order to 
a English people, and the personality of the | 25 startling to the masses of Englishmen They demanded that they should gel a] of Gallipoli, the criminals turn upon the | undo with the British Electorate, so far as eae A Foreign Minister had as little to do. with and hateful to the classes. The former did | type of Liberal sont. to the Foreign Office | hired man and charge him with bad driving. | possible, while preserving the Irish vote, the ee | the result achieved as the personal character | 4+ understand it and heard only the shame- | whom they should be ‘able to adapt without Sir Edward Grey. did just what he was | impression that because they were “Home 2 
3 of an Archbishop of Canterbury has 10 | 64) Words “surrender”, “traitors”, “treason- trouble to the purposes of that “continuity | told to do from the first; and now when Rulers” in word they were not good Imp=- i 
ae do with the policy of the Church of England. mongers”; the latter understood it only too | of foreign policy” trey already had well in'view. | the “peace, peace” that was cried while the | rialists in fact, the Liberal Party consented : 

e Sir Edward Grey was by constitution, well. They saw, too, that by associating That Sir Edward Grey was just the man guilty hands were at the engine is turned | to the whole domain of foreign affairs being ; 
5 temperament and lack of training, no oe Mr. Gladstone’s most unpopular effort, that they wanted is shown through every sentence | into the horrid shouts of a war of destruction | removed from the control of Parliament and 

_ than by the absence of the special qua lities | to be just to Ireland, and by linking up the | of that momentous speech of his, delivered | and annihilation instead of a paean of victory, | handed over to a clique bebind the throne. 
: needed, unfit for the post the exigencies of | 14104 name of Irish nationality with a policy | 9, August 3rd, 1914, to the House of Com- | they raise a cry of incompetence. Sir Edward Grey’s part was only that of a 
bee political party life placed him in charge of | of “Surrender of British rights” they might | mons on the eve of the declaration of war. Incompetent he is indeed, and always | weakand ineffective Liberal chosen to represent 
maa on the return of the Liberals to office, after | ..crde the Liberal Party fiom office for a Then for the first time in his ten years of | has been to control such a vehicle, driven | a Liberalism that had already abdicated, in a : { }- ten _-years*of exclusion from power, in De- score of years and in that period erect on | office, he tells the tale of how he had failed. by such men. ’ Foreign Office it had already agreed to hand : 

cember 1905. : ‘ solid foundations the framework of a great In that fateful pronouncement the Minister But the end is not yet. over to the enemies of Liberalism. The : 
.He knew little of foreign countries, or the | imperial structure secure from popular inter- | stated the case against himself. Sir Edward Grey will not retire. The | result was certain and we see its fruits today. a 

life of other peoples. He was not a student ference or the prying eyes of popular re- He shows how, in the first Morocco crisis | English do not readily change horses when King Edward and his secret counsellor 
F of history,. a profound thinker, a well-read | acentatives, of 1906, at the time of the Algeciras Con- | crossing a stream—and the river in‘o which | had as much concern in a Liberal Foreign 

: man, a travelled man or one even who The idea of “Empire” was preached in | ference he allowed himself to be exploited | they have driven grows deeper. | Minister’s advent to office as they had in the ; moved much among his own countrymen. His | piace of patriotism and those who dared to by the Foreign Office and the French Gov- | Changes of plan, of direction, there will | advent of the Duma or the coming of the 
: tastes were those of a stay-at-home English | think first of England and the home ne- | ernment acting together, into giving that | be—but no change of “driver”. The battle | Persian “Constitution.” 

country gentleman, a Whig rather than a) cessities of Englishmen were  scornfully government a pledge of united military and | will take on a new front, that is all. The They knew their man and they knew that 
Liberal in political outlook, and one who | termed “little Englanders”. naval support against Germany “should a| Great War that was devised for the de- | the Foreign Office was theirs whoever might 

: preferred to be left alone with a fishing-rod Mr. Gladstone resigned in 1893, refusing | sudden crisis arise.” ; struction of Germany is now fast developing | be nominally placed at its head. on the banks of a quiet stream to fishing | 4 forego his Irish convictions, to be followed | Of course like all the other undertakings | into one for the downfall of the British | To-day Sir Edward Grey may look back with a rod he did not know how to handle | 5, Wweak-kneed “Liberal” who had been | of the Foreign Office on behalf of the | Empire. Turkey, instead of ‘digging her | on ten years of “deceit, falsehood and trea- 
in the troubled waters of European diplomacy. | his Foreign Minister. Lord Rosebery, never | Fntente these “conversations between military | grave with her own hands,” as Mr. Asquith | chery” without a blush. They were not of 

The family traditions of a political house | 3+ heart a Liberal, was always an Imperialist. | and naval experts” (already in 1906!) were | assured the world last November, has wielded | his planning, and only of his doing in so S 
forced him into Parliament; the necessities | si Edward Grey, his admirer and pupil in | purely diplomatic oveitures and were in no | a shovel in the Gallipoli peninsula that con- | far as a puppet may be said to do anything. to party planning and the trickeries of Cabinet | the Foreign Office, was there in 1895 when | wise to “bind or restrict” the freedom of the | ceivably may dig the grave of the British Em- He even believed, I am sure, throughout 

iH making forced him into the Ministry. — the crash came and the Liberals were driven | Government “to make a decision as to | pirein the East and in the Mediteranean, the whole period and up to the very decla- 
% As he had filled the subordinate oftice OF | into the wilderness at the General Election, | whether or not they would give that support | To openly abandon the operations in | ration of war itself, that he was the Peace 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of Siale for) charped with the crime of surrendering the | when the time arose.” Gallipoli and admit a crushing defeat at the | Keeper of Europe. He was told so by his 
' Foreign Affairs in the last Liberal Ministry | piiton’s birthright—Ireland, India, South | How could a Government that know | hands of the despised Turks might at once | advisers—and masters. 
when Lord Rosebery was Prime Minister, tt) Attica, etc, etc,—to a band of traitors and nothing about these “conversations ” || sound the death-knell of British supremacy The men who for their own ends and 
was felt that on the return of the Liberals | pj. ymailers and “agreements decide anything wisely || in Egypt, to be followed by disaster in | the better to conceal their aims dubbed 
to office in 1906, Sir Edward Grey was The heritage of John Bull’s centuries of | ‘when the time arose?“ For Sir Edward || India. The way out of the Gallipoli ceme- | King Edward the plotter “Edward the Peace- 
designed to occupy the post of which he had | toi) must not be left in the hands of such a Grey assured the House of Commons that |) tery lies clearly through the harbour of | maker,’ assured the other Edward that he 

as ~once been Lord Rosebery’s understudy. ° party to dispose of. The cause of patriotism | jf Parliament had been Kept in the dark s0, | Salonica. was the greatest Foreign Minister in Europe 
: For an explanation of Sir Edward Grey’s | became that of imperialism and was de- | too, had the Cabinet. Speaking of these To involve Greece in the World War and | and that in his strong hands reposed the 

failure as a Liberal Foreign Minister of Eng- | finitely committed to those who had op- | first “conversations between naval and mi- get another “small nationality” into the fire | peace of the world. 
land it is necessary to return to the period | | osed the great surrender to Ireland and got litary experts“ in January 1906 — — “when a | on behalf of Great Britain’s world empire And the man who subscribed in my hea- 
when Lord Rosebery succeeded Mr. Glac- | ‘his surrender as their reward. | General Election was in progress and | is a simple effort for those who took up | ring, in November 1901 to Lord Rosebery’s : 

; , stone in 1893, and the seven or eight preceed- The Empire, imperilled by Liberalism, was | Ministers scattered all over the country and | arms on behalf of Belgium’s “violated neu- abjuring of his home Rule pledge to Ireland- 
: ing years. , safe in the hands of those who had detected | I spending three days a week in my con- | trality’. Greece, with 400,000 armed men | at Chesterfield—and who, in my hearing, 

The explanation of very much of later | the crime and of these no questions need | stituency and three days a week at the Foreign | may yet save the situation. At any rate the | got up before that great assembly of Liberals 
English political life, and particularly of the | be asked. The Liberals, in the wilderness, | Office« — — Sir Edward Grey explained in | fight there, on her soil, with her ports, her | and declared that in those perjured words 

: withdrawal of foreign affairs from the domain | dared not lift their voices on any foreign | August 1914 to Parliament: “the fact that | coastline, her railways and resources at the | the Liberal party had a lead of statesmanship 
of party or public discussion in Parliament, | question without the cry of “traitor” being | conversations between military and naval | disposal of the invaders of her neutrality, | to follow—this man could easily believe that 
lies in’ Mr. Gladstone’s downfall over the | raised. For them it was too dangerous, for | experts took place was later on — 1 think | will be a “much easier one than in the | it was possible to enter into secret afmed 
Irish Question. the Tories it was not fit that the representa- | much later on, because that crisis passed and | shambles of Gallipoli. conventions, to subscribe to secret military 

The triumph of English Toryism, reaction | tives of “the people” should have any voice | the thing ceased to be of importance — but It carries the scene of conflict, too, a little | compacts, to sanction “conversations” of 
: and imperialism that followed the vain at- | in matters best left to their Lords and | Jater on it was brought fo the knowledge of | further from Egypt and the East. Anything | naval and military experts, all of trem plainly 
f tempt of the greatest of English Liberals to | Masters to deal with in silence. | the Cabinet. kas to achieve that. Stir up anew the fire and | directed to one end: alone, the sure and 

do political justice to Ireland was not a} {t thus came about that the two Front We hear exactly the same phraseology [ flame of Balkan animosities; if possible | certain attack on one people and one coun- 
passing event, That failure of Liberalism in | Benches—the Tory Government in office | of futility eight years later. bring Cross against Crescent; pit Macedonian | try, and that in so doing he was but pled- 

F Ireland brought with it the permanent eclipse | and the would-be Liberal Government out In July 1914 when war was certainly | against Greek and who knows but that the | ging the “diplomatic support’ of Great 
of Liberalism as a power in foreign affairs, | of office—agreed to exclude the topic of | decided on and when, as Sir Edward Grey’s | Empire of the East shall yet escape the | Britain to the cause of peace and not tothe : and left these to be coutrolled, without’! foreign affairs from parliamentary discussion. | speech of August 3rd shows, it had been | shock of battle? certainty of war. The price that English 
question, by the influences that had opposed | A new formula was accepted, one that the | prepared for and made certain by a series The complete failure of British Foreign | Liberalism has paid for its treachery to the 
Mr. Gladstone’s Irish policy as treachery to | higher patriotism calls for a “continuity of | of naval and military agreements, he comes | policy is indeed in view—but the author | cause of Ireland has been to hand the world 
the majesty of England and which chad hurl- | foreign policy.” A “continuity of foreign | forward with a final assurance that a Fleet | of the failure is not Sir Edward Grey. policy of England over to King Edward VII 

: ed the Liberals from office on the ground | policy” meant the exclusion of popular co- | in line of battle at sea to support an Army The war that began in the hope of | and—Sir Edward Grey. 
that justice to Ireland was treachery to the | operation and the handing over of the ex- | in line of battle on land is only a measure destroying Germany is drawing to its close Now that the end of that policy and of 
Empire and the disruption of the Kingdom. | ternal affairs of the country from Parliament | of “diplomatic support.“ in the desperate fear that the British Empire | the plotters is well in sight, I hope that Ire- 

Up to Mr. Gladstone’s surrender to the | to permanent officialdom. This time it is the Assurance of July 27th, | cannot be saved. land, the Nemesis of the British Empire, will 
Irish Home Rule demand, parliament delighted Thenceforward a policy of parliamentary | 1914 to the Russian Government feverishly To save it now lies far beyond the power | be in at the death. i 
in discussing, in inspecting, in prescribing | silence on all grave aspects of foreign affairs | mobilizing all its forces for war that in order “ Of England alone. She must at all costs October 11th, 1915. ROGER CASEMENT. 
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