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“CHEROKEE MARSH — A WETLAND TO CHERISH”? 
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OBJECTIVES 

fo 

Concern <——— Awareness 

Enjoyment — A tour should be a happy experience for the child. 

Awareness — A tour should encourage discovery. A child becomes aware by 

using all his senses — by looking closely, listening, touching, 

and smelling. 

Concern — Appreciation and concern for preservation of our natural resources 

is essential for all citizens. 

Bibliography 

Pamphlets 

‘“‘The Parade of Plants’? — I. Wetlands by 
Ruth L. Hine and George J. Knudsen, 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
4610 University Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin 

Audubon Nature Bulletins on ‘‘Life in a Pond’’ 
“Freshwater Marshes’? and ‘Turtles’ 
National Audubon Society, 1130 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, New York 10028 (Available in 
quantities of 35 or more — same title — 

at $.20 each) 

Books 

McGraw Hill: Life of the Marsh and 

Life of the Pond 

Life of the Pond by William H. Amos, 

Life of the Marsh by William A. Niering, 

McGraw-Hill, Publisher. 

Birth of The Forest by Millicent E, Selsam, 

Harper and Row, Publisher. 

A,



HURRY, HURRY, HURRY! DON’T MISS THE GREATEST EVENT OF THE SEASON! 

PART OF MADISON SCHOOL FOREST SYSTEM 

ReaD SEE ee ep ocramama r ee Peabo Bray hi et SR ed ae hy Ee a ee ae + Cay ee uae Ae he Red \ HRCI aS Sar ie. * 

Nes 9 PL Pi Lot A ES: ites Mgr eS Beale a ae A OY Ae | eee Hie shat car Maven). SI eT shi gomeaael eos Gee, ae er a 52 eee || Re taf eee 8 i ee bi ers a a Pee e. Es 5 Ra Tecra | nee Tek id geet | Roar ae re ey ve Pe es is 1 esas 4 Age whee hee a eee a Y ‘ 

i | ; 
cgay oo) neo ; \ it eae pee 

Rye ay gh A aE EO heer ee PUREE o™ re ee ‘eee et Ny dhe Geb ide) te wim Seer 
(OR Be pa he Rae a May Ate ACP tee eee 
wae be w. 8 ate - een 1. boa : Hi AY ov se if a f. ag a Agee Ss 
one oe Poem eee Pe wear ke afin ae ay . ae ee ‘ a 

cb eas es ae eee a gia ae 
a rae as oa ake Ky pine we: 9 pee § PSO 

i? a me aes oe goo Ey t.- Os ; Pa : 
if 4 ae Alani aad , 6 EN alk’ iat etal Sled Oe 8 

FEATURING: WETLANDS 

MIGRATING BIRDS 
FORESTS (OAK, HICKORY) 
SEDGE MEADOWS 
WILDLIFE (MUSKRATS, ETC.) 
PRAIRIES 
WATER — YAHARA RIVER 

TOKEN CREEK 
| PONDS 

AN INDIAN MOUND 
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GET YOUR GUIDE NOW BY CONTACTING 
MR. LEE AT LINDBERGH SCHOOL
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OUR SURFACE WATERS 

Figure 7 identifies all the surface water and wetland areas of Dane County. It includes streams, lakes, ponds, 

marshes, and imperfectly drained lowlands. Major wetland areas deserving preservation in the public interest are 

delineated. 

The authors of this map realize that some wetlands may be drained and put to other uses than they might serve 

in their original state. 

It is not necessary to preserve every pothole in the county as a pothole. It is important and necessary to mark out 

and conserve for posterity some of our wetland areas if we would maintain: 

1. Aesthetic values. 

2. Recreational values. 

” 3. Flood control values. 

4, Wildlife of all kinds (game, songbirds, animals, etc.). 

Wise selection, careful planning, and conservation are mandatory if many of these values are to be maintained. 

SIGNIFICANT FACTS 

Dane County contains: 

1. Over 70 lakes, ponds, and potholes of nearly 21,000 surface acres and over 130 miles of shoreline. This 
represents 11 persons per surface acre of lake and 1,700 persons per mile of lake shore. Only 10 of Dane County’s 

lakes have lake shore dwellings (1,600 plus as of this date). Only 10 of the remaining lakes have natural potential for 

lake shore development. 

2. 507 miles of stream which includes 48 miles of trout stream and 22 miles of smallmouth bass stream. About 

45 miles of river and stream provide canoeing opportunities.



3. The Four Lakes (Mendota, Monona, Waubesa, and Kegonsa) — world famous for their beauty and recreational 
attributes. The unique fisheries for yellow perch and white bass have long been a successful part of the Four Lakes 
complex. 

4. A Shrinking Wetland area — a survey completed in 1958 indicates the loss of 22,677 acres of wetland to drainage 
during a 20 year period (an acreage equivalent to nearly 140 Wisconsin farms). This loss represents one-third of the 
wetlands that were inventoried in 1938. Indications are that the trend will continue. 

The Surface Waters are used: 

1. For fishing. Nearly 25,000 resident fishing licenses were sold in Dane County in 1960, ranking it 3rd in the state. 
Considering all sources of anglers, nearly one-fourth to one-third of the population fishes. Fishing continues good 
despite increased pressure. 

2. For boating. Over 30,000 boats (est.) are owned by County residents. Dane County is the 5th most used county 
in the state for boating. According to a recent Wisconsin Conservation Department’s estimate, over 5,000 registered 
boats are located permanently on the waters of Lakes Mendota and Monona alone. Registered boats carry motors. 

ao Motors become faster and more powerful each year. Unregulated boating creates conflict among the surface water users. 

3. For swimming. Perhaps 50 per cent of the population participates in beach activities. Dane County has 16 public 
beaches and 4 commercially operated beach areas. Nearly all require expansion to accommodate population growth. 

4. For hunting. In 1960 over 16,200 persons bought small game hunting licenses in Dane County. National surveys 
estimate that nearly one-fifth this number hunt waterfowl, therefore receiving direct benefits from open water and wetland 
areas. Moreover, marshlands provide optimum habitat for upland game birds, and small game animals, therefore 
benefiting nearly all hunters. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Figure 7 delineates major wetland areas deserving preservation in the public interest. Various governmental units 
and agencies should work cooperatively toward their preservation.
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: re Have you ever been in a wetland — a place where the 
a soil was spongy and cool and wet around your feet, or 
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a. — Wisconsin River floodplain at 
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— ... and its beauty? 

LN al a Ho-nee-um Pond, U.W. Arboretum 

] ote ll 7 
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Crex Meadows, Burnett County 
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oe o ie _] Two-thirds of the marshes of Dane County have been 

CS) “Ker 7 be destroyed. The location of these destroyed marshes 
<p habe 79) ‘sCa]_ is shown here in brown. Living marshes are shown 
c ager +] in light blue. Marked by a circle is a marsh area 
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ae PRL iy 

v7 = = Map — Drained Marshes of Dane County | 
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i broad river in the flat valley. 

age oe . [ Aerial view ~ Cherokee Marsh | 
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Thousands of years ago that river valley was narrow 

- and deep with steep sides. 

ea ae [ petts, Wisconsin] 

: ; "| 24 
: : a A great moving field of ice called a glacier moved 
_ Ak , / over the land from the northeast like a mile high 
[ é bulldozer, pushing over hills and spreading the rocks 
= : and soil across the land — making atremendous change 

= |= ~ + | in the shape of the land. 
ea FO 
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————e~eoeeeernrr 

: 25 
=. As the glacier melted away, the rushing melt water 

-. - running from it carried away silt, sand, and rock and 

om 2s dumped this into the valley in great quantities. Today 

— over 200 feet of this washed-in debris lies in the 
—— valley. After the glacier melted away, the river 
> — channel was smaller than the large flat valley, but 

7 large areas of this flatland were lowenoughto remain 
wet throughout much of the year. Downstream the river 
flowed through four lakes formed by the glacier. 

| View of stream in filled in valley | 

26 
In the wet places along the shores of the river, 

a than wetland plants and animals began to live and grow 

ogee es “| together ina thriving community. 

ye nis oe - G i Cherokee view 

ae 

; Gee 27 
"7 + | Cattails in the very wet areas, ... 

4 i 

os “te a . 

tn ciseete eh \ 

- eS . . . and sedges which formed -tussocks or clumps 

: ie | 9, 4 farther from the edge of the water. 

12



0 See ~Muskrats,... 

le a _ |... ducks,... 

—_— | | Note reflection of the duck. | 

_ —_— =: 

. ANG wy “aa ...frogs,... 

AN ee Ag 

me yar big} Vi oo 
et We ee) Lige4 

DY pe SEA 
G77 <W Zod, coe 

: te ag ES 
: Pa ~ ... Smakes,... 

* & oo el 
Ei ns oe 4 

KC oan ie a Garter snake 
aaron, ae Se 

<=  ~\N ee 4 
Zi * & _ 

CUO | 

ae eee 3 
ees Gee) wees =... Spiders,... 

DA Ln ae iD , Garden spider | 
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+. | .. . hawks — countless living things, each depending 
i 3s ~~=—L on the others and on the wet land. 

i =~—D 

| _ =—=—OO SO 

e gy oe 4 ba a x ee p 36 

a aie () Migrating waterfowl, such as whistling swans, used 

the marsh as a place to rest and obtain food during the 

ey long journey to northern nesting sites. 

es 8 ays...) a 37 

\ Oe roe Man came too — at first in small numbers. People of 

\ 3) a “TEN an early Indian culture built this round hill— a sacred 

oe M1 | mound, perhaps used for burial. The mound was built 

— fess, on a small island of dry land in the marsh. 

—. 82 €§6=0 CO i 

. 2 igeascae 
sy ee From this spot of dry land the Indians could see long 
aor . distances up and down the river. The rich plant and 

a 7 4s animal life of the wetlands provided food, shelter and 

tee ae clothing for these ancient people, .. . 

Pee bg ai : .. a View up river | 
bo ge oO a ae 

CG foe 4 88 
Oe... and later for Winnebago Indian tribes who hunted 
Po pS | )@ | and fished along the river, which they called the 

xe ee 
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Just three miles south and downstream from the place 
So "| the mound was built, the Catfish flowed into the first 

cn, a =" | of the chain of four lakes linked by the river. The 
— Winnebagos called the land of the four lakes ‘‘Tay- 
ae : choperah’’. 

memes iil Bites | Montage — four lakes 

r—rtr—=“CTD CA 
| _—_] More than one hundred years have passed since Indian 
| .—C____} tribes hunted and fished along the Catfish. Today 
- —._____} 200,000 people live in a city within a few miles of the 
| = | mound. The river is now called the Yahara and the 

_____| lakes it connects are named Mendota, Monona, Wau- 
besa, and Kegonsa. 

: Aerial view of four lakes 

ae The wetland along the river north of Lake Mendota is — = |_| called Cherokee Marsh, although Cherokee Indians 
“ | never knew this wetland. While many of the marshes 

| which were near the lakes are gone, most of Cherokee 
Marsh is still wild and wet, much as it was in Indian 
times. 

| Aerial of Cherokee Marsh | 

| ————._| However, part of the marsh was changed by a housing 
SCS = ~—sC.E_ development after a long and bitter dispute between the 

————- ~~ | developers and the City of Madison. The City had not 
SS Pe | acted soon enough to preserve this area. Asmall lake 
oo 2 =| WAS made by dredging, some land was ditched and 
ee Se | rained, and houses were built. 
at as Sag 
— . | View of Cherokee Park | 

i3 Po ee 44 
Co | The City’s concern about the marsh is related to the 

ele ad “&< » =" condition of Lake Mendota. Because it is overfertilized 
Pe ee TE | by materials washing in, the lake is producing too 
oe 42 4g many water plants and a scum of algae. When marshes 
| “J are drained the lake gets more fertilizing material 
a 4 beeen from the water draining out of the marsh. 

ee ie [a 
Algal scum 

15



ee 

— Deltas of silt carried by the rivers are making dry 
|. | land where piers and boats once were. A marsh can 
=e ~~ | act as a settling basin to help prevent this, although 
yah 7) og the marsh itself may be damaged by too much silta- 

wen tion. The cause of the increased siltation is man’s 

Se activities such as farming, road making, and building 
on Go construction on the land draining into the rivers and 

lakes. 

Pheasant Branch, Middleton | 

46 
Because the people of Madison were concerned about 
harmful effects on the lake if the marshland was not 
protected, the City officials did something which is 
unusual for a city. They bought alarge piece of marsh 
along the southeast shore of the Yahara River including 
the spot where the Indian mound lies. 

See picture 22 for another view of the marsh 

that was purchased. 

ee ae | 
a -~ —__| Farther upstream the Wisconsin Dept. of Natural 

fe. Resources bought additional land. Thus through co- 
| aes oe operation a large wetland will be saved. This will 

: “ protect the lake, provide open space for a growing 
UU city, and preserve a place for the plants and animals 

ws which need a wetland. 

Control of siltation from the higher land will 
be important to further protect the marsh. 

; 48 
_ Best of all, the City has provided a program so that 
edad | boys and girls from Madison schools can travel by 
La | bus to Cherokee, where they can walk through the 

ee fe =—CSCté<‘<it‘*Y*Caarrshb«ziw<¥ws.j 
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— 2 7 
. . . learn to know its living things, .. . 

mao nN) 
Z a | L - +. and enjoy a setting cherished centuries ago by 
oe lpi Mies ied an ancient people. 

eat. are 
ee Pe aN on 2 

e 51 
Here wetland animals and plants live muchas they did 

Le before man’s hand so changed the land. Here a city has 
— eee provided a sanctuary for these living things, and a oes na le ieee living heritage for its children. 

i TS Be eR ig 

“he «End: | 
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