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. RATIFIED TREATY NO. 305 

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE NEGOTIATION 

OF THE TREATY OF NOVEMBER 5, 1857, WITH 

: THE TONAWANDA SENECA INDIANS 
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JAMES BUCHANAN, 

' PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

y 5 T0 ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING: 3 

Wuerzas a treaty was made and concluded at the meeting-house, on 
the Tonawanda reservation, in the county of Genesee, and State of New 

York, on the fifth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 

t seven, by Charles E. Mix, as a commissioner on behalf of the United States, : 

and the following -persons, viz: Jabez Ground, Jesse Spring, Isaac Shanks, 

George Sky, and Ely S. Parker, duly authorized thereunto by the Tonawanda - 8 

band of Seneca Indians, which treaty is in the following words, to wit: H 

: Articles of agreement and convention made this fifth day of November, in the | 

year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, at the meeting-house on the : 

Tonawanda reservation, in the county of Genesee and State of New York, 

between Charles E. Mix, commissioner on behalf of the United States, and the ¢ 4 

following persons, duly authorized thereunto by the Tonawanda band of Seneca 

Indians, viz: Jabes Ground, Jesse Spring, Isaac Shanks, George Sky, and Ely i 4 

8. Parker. , 

‘Whereas a certain treaty was heretofore made between the Six Nations of New 

York Indians and the United States on the 15th day of January, 1838, and another j 

between the Seneca nation of Indians and the United States on the 20th day of « 

e May, 1842, by which, among other things, the Seneca nation of Indians granted 

ee conveyed to Thomas Ludlow Ogden and Joseph Fellows the two certain i 

Indian reservations in the State of New York known as the Buffalo Creek and the j 

Tonawanda reservations, to be surrendered to the said Ogden and Fellows, on the 

performance of certain conditions precedent defined in said treaties ; and : 

Whereas in and by the said treaties there were surrendered and relinquished to 

the United States 600,000 acres of land in the then Territory of Wisconsin ; and 

f ‘Whereas the United States, in and by said treaties, agreed to set apart for said 

Indians certain lands in the Indian territory immediately west of Missouri, and to 

grant the same to them, to be held and enjoyed in fee-simple, the quantity of said : 

lands being computed to afford 320 acres to each soul of said Indians, and did 

agree that any individual, or any number of said Indians, as Se remove to said i: 

territory, and thereupon be entitled to hold and enjoy said lands, and all the | 

benefits of said treaties, according to numbers, respectively ; and ' ‘ 

’ 
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; Whereas the United States did further agree to pay the sum of $400,000 for the ; 
removal of the Indians of New York to the said territory, and for their support 4 
and assistance during the first year of their residence in said territory ; and ' 

Whereas the said Ogden and Fellows did agree to py to the said Seneca nation 7 
: of Indians, as the consideration of the surrender and relinquishment of the said ; 

two reservations, known as the Buffalo @reeki@nd, Tonawanda reservations, certain : 
sums of money, one part of which wagito:be paid to the individual Indians residing . 
Upon said’ reservations, for the impaevements héldignd owned by them in severalty, ; " 

: the amount of which “improvement moneys” dieretofore apportioned to those 4 
"residing upon the Tonawanda reservation 4 jeing $15,018 36, which money has 

been paid into, and still remains in the B¥éssury of the United States ; and 
Whereas, for divers reasons and differences, the said.treaties remain unexecuted 

as - the said Tonawanda rpseryaitiop, and}the Hand: of Senevag residing thereon ; é 7 
; an 4 

Whereas :itiig ganertained, atjthe date of thege,arti ha¢ the, Sen diang, 7 
: composing the Tonawanda band aa roctdinae Aton tee Tot Gwehtet eae’ ; 

amount to 650 sonksimnpmber pandyiacass ser monw of satouna ama ata oF fi 
i a harass the United States sa Reba to exercise the Boats) policy a has 
eretofore, been, ised.in, 1 Lito the Senecas, and for, the purpose. of relievi 5 “och amar arta ee 2 : 

. These aftidles’ Gro'vnteredtnte? io Yiruioo oft of .roitevidasy abaewsaoT oa 
yiit bus botband tduis basarodt ono tedmevolt to vah AAiedtaro. vroY { Aknozg 1.7 sid ergons aalbor upon the express condition that the rat 

ee ir Bi a ta a eo stated)" OE ee ee fshall/ nob 2ekeee®, on ,anys2 } 
ereby: sutrenden andirelinguish forthe: nyerage, $20per Brey. i yeollch ost bon 4 

United, States, a laine severally and ths toed 80 purchashs phall be taken Be aa 
in Common as Ia Hahd oP Thelen atta ad by ‘deed of eonveyancé' to the Secretpny a? ei 

: a part of the Seneca nation,vto!the Jaitds; of the-lnterior of spe: Untied Seeks Bh 4 
west of the State of homme and all his successors Pe ce, in fee, to be held : 
right} and, claim, to/beiremoved? thither... by, himin. trust forthe said Tonawanda. 
at enaae and assistance after such oe OVER and Tat ekeitetver abe " 

; remoyal, and all. other ¢laims; against) , oceupation: and: enjoyment, Until the ‘Te-( ; 
thé (Vaited Aiatest andes ibe forganid x glalature of the Biafo of poder ad 
treaties of 1838,and;.1842, except, how-,, pass an.act designating some, persons, i, ; 
ever,'such; moneys 98 ‘they! may; he.en-. pane officer-of that ‘tate, to. take’ and. 
titled to under said treaties, paid or hold said land upon a sina SE oe, 
payable by the suid Ogden and Fellows. said Indians ; shinee they shall ‘be’ 4 

Antrota 2) Te Gotisidedation of-whibh: granted:-by the said.:Necrotary; to,.suph/ " 
eT ee | persons-or: public officers (ris easibal dao + jou 

thé United! Stated apredto: pay! and ins {):Armotm 4.: And: the,said, Tonawanda,.,,; y 
vest, ii the'thanner hereinafter ag ‘baud of Indians. hereby, agree to surrene,,1/ ' 
the’ sui of $256;000 for the said: Tonks. der) relinguish, and: give up to,the sea oe ; 
watida band?of Indians! ot ee avrocl (Ogden! andisHellows, the .survivor,, of, .,) 

AnnionR’s. Tt is hereby: agbeed ‘that! themy:or.: their sani gne--provided,. $8.1 ; 
the Tonawanda bandmay!purchase'of: whole: xeservation: shall.,.not., be. pa ia 
thésaid' Ogden and Fellows; orithe sur- -chased--the ‘unimproved, , land ,, w) ich 

vivor-of them, or of their heit's of Ussignis, |/they::shall not: purchase,..ag:aforesaid,.,.; . 
thé €ntire’ Tonawanda reservation; ‘or’ within thirty-days*after this treaty, shal : 
‘such ' portions’ thereof’ as theytmay ‘be. ibe proclaimed by: the: President_of the. eB 
willing’ to.sélland ‘said ‘bandmay ‘be: United States; ord she inane ‘i . } 

‘ willing ‘to purchase ‘and: the: United’ «which they andl 208 DEANE, as afore; 9 
> States: undertaké atid agred! to |pdy for’ said, on the 1st day of June, 1859,.;) .... .,. es 

f the sameout ofthe said sum of $$256,000,' | Anitone: 6, -For the purpoge..of, con- :
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: tracting for and’making purchase of the said Indians are now entitled to receive 
, lands contemplated herein, a ajorty of from the United States. 
i ' the chiefs and headmen of said Tona-  Anmomn 7.-It is hereby agreed that : : wanda band, in council assembled, may the sum of $15,018 36 “improvement - 

appoint one or more attorneys with ade- money,’’ heretofore apportioned to the : 
, quate powers, which appointment must Indians upon the Tonawanda reserva- 

— e approved by the Secretaty.of the In- tion, shall be again povorienes by an 
: : terior before such ere or attorneys agent, to be appointed by the chiefs and 

can have power to act in the premises.  headmen in council assembled, to be ap- 
E ' Arrior 6, Whenever a quantity of proved by the Secretary of: the Interior, : 
F said lands, amounting to 6,500 acres, at which agent shall make a report of such 
‘ the least, upon the terms hereinbefore apportionment to the said Secretar of 

provided, may be oe written nay Interior, and if he concur therein, 
eo notice, executed by the chiefs and head- the shares so ascertained shall be ree to : 
# men in council, and ‘acknowledged be- the individual Indians entitled thereto, 
: fore a ae of the pel conrt of who shall surrender and relinquish to 

P. New York, or judge the superior the said Ogden and Fellows, or the sur- 
i court of the city of Buffalo, shall be vivor of them, or their assigns, their im- i 

eS given to the Secretary of the Interior, provements, and any balance remaining 
Bs whereupon the portion of said sum of shall be paid to the chiefs and’ headmen * 
as. : $256,000, not expended in the purchase of the band, to be disbursed by them in 

of lands, as aforesaid, shall be invested payment of the debts, or for the use of 
ee by the said Secretary of the Interior in the band. The services of the agent to 

stocks of the United States, or in stocks be thus appointed, and all other ex- 
ee of some of the States, at his discretion; penses attending the execution of these 
4 ‘and the increase arising from such in- articles, are to be paid by the United 

Bee vestment shall be paid to the said Tona- States out of any moneys coming to the 
P wanda Indians, at the time and inthe Tonawandas. 

7 manner that the annuities are paid which ; 

ens In testimony whereof the said Charles E. Mix, commissioner as aforesaid, and 
the undersigned persons, representing the Tonawanda band of Seneca’ Indians, 

: have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and ie first above written. 
Nid : CHARLES E. MIX, Commissioner. [1. 8.] 

: Isaac x Shanks, L. 8. Jesse x Spring. L. 8, 
, George x Sky. L, 8. Oe Ely 8. Parker. Le pal 

Jabez x Ground. L, 8. 4 

pe The foregoing instrument was, on the day of the date: thereof, executed in our 
presence, and ‘we have hereunto at the same time affixed our names as subscribing 
witnesses. : : 

JOHN H. MARTINDALE. 
FREDERICK FOLLETT. 

f WILLIAM G. BRYAN. ; 
: C. B. RICH. 

LEANDER MIX, 
bs HENRY BETTINGER. 

F Nicnorson H, Parxer, 
: U. 8. Interpreter. : 

Seneca—2. 

! « 

i
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: Also, the following chiefs and headmen heartily concur in the foregoing articles 

in behalf of themselves and. their people : 

: : _ Jesse.x Spring. George x Sky. 
: Wn. x Parker. ‘ Snow x Cooper. . 

; Jabez x Ground. Isaac x Doctor. 
John x Wilson. , Isaac x Shanks. 

ee corey sJobm x Bigfires 4. | ; William x Moses, = 

/ Thomson x Blinkey. _ David x Printup. 
, James x Mitten, i Jonas. ‘ 
! John x Joshua. Addison x Charles. 

James x Williams. John x Hatch. 

| Headmen. 

: John x Smith. Wm. x Alick. 
! Small x Peter. ‘Wm. x Stewart, 

John x Beaver. : Andrew x Blackchief. 
: John x Farmer. John x Infant. : i 

; Tommy x White. Wm. x Taylor. 

! John x Griffin. James x Billy. 
: Geo. x Moses. Danl. x Peter. — 

Henry x Moses. John x Hill. ee : 
Saml. x Blue Sky. John x Jones. , 
James x Scroggs. John x Shanks. 

: : Monroe x Jonas. Levi x Parker. 
; ‘Wm. x Johnson. John x Jemison. 
4 Jackson x Ground, ~ Chauncey x Abram. 

Harrison x Scrogg. : 
; 
F Signed in open council, in presence of— 
| 7 “ FREDERICK FOLLETT, i Ms 

i : NICHOLSON H. PARKER, JU, S. Interpreter. 

’ And whereas certain supplemental articles of agreement and convention 

f were also concluded at the meeting-house, on the Tonawanda resefvation, 

in the county of Genesee and State of New York, on the fifth day\of No- 

vember, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, between Charles E. 

Mix, commissioner on behalf of the United States, and the following per- P 

j sons duly authorized thereunto by the Tonawanda band of Seneca Indians, 

viz: Jabez Ground, Jesse Spring, Isaac Shanks, George Sky, and Ely S. 

Parker—which supplemental articles are in the words and figures following, 

? towwits 4 

| Sapplan articles of agreement and convention made this fifth day of Novem- 
1 er, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, at the meeting- 

} house on the Tonawanda reservation, in the county of Genesee, State of New 
i. York, between Charles E. Mix, commissioner on behalf of the United States, of ° 

1 : : 

| : 

i 3 
! 

i | 
f 

: 
i
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the first part, and the following persons cult authorized thereunto by the Tona- - 
wanda band of Seneca Indians, viz: Jabez Ground, Jesse Spring, Isaac Shanks, 
George Sky, and Ely 8. Parker, of the second part, 5 

Whereas, at the date hereof and concurrent with the execution of this instru- 

ment, articles of agreement and convention have been entered into between the ; 

is ae aforesaid, in and by which articles it is provided that the said Tonawanda } 

é and of Seneca Indians* may’ purchase portions of the Tonawanda ‘reservation, y 

\ ‘upon the express condition that the rate of purchase shall not exceed $20 per : 

acre on an average.” SOM | 

And whereas the President of the United States may deem it discreet and ex- : 

pedient that certain portions of said reservation, held in severalty We the assigns 

_of said Ogden and Fellows, should be purchased by said Indians if it s all be neces- 

sary so to do, at a rate exceeding $20 per acre on an average. - | 

Now, therefore, the said parties of the second part agree, that portions of said : 

reservation may be purchased by the authorized agents of said Indians for them, 

and paid for out of said sum of $256,000, at a rate exceeding $20 per acre on an’ | 

average, provided the contract or contracts therefor shall be first submitted to and j 

approved by the President, or some public officer to be designated by him. 

: ‘And the said parties of the second part solicit the President to accept and adopt 

‘ this supplement as a part of the said articles of agreement and convention entered : 

into concurrent with the execution of this agreement. 

‘ In testimony whereof the said Charles H. Mix, commissioner as aforesaid, and 

the undersigned persons cer eee the Tonawanda band of Seneca Indians, have 

hereunto set their hands wnd seals the day. and year first above written. 

: CHARLES E. MIX, Commissioner. [u. 8.] 

Isaac x Shanks. L. 8. Jesse x Spring. c “| 

George x Sky. L. 8. Ely 8. Parker. L. 8. 

Jabez x Ground. L 8. 

"he foregoing instrument was, on the day of the date thereof, executed in our \ 

presence, and we have hereunto, at the same time, affixed our names as subscrib- | 

; ing witnesses. 
JOHN. H. MARTINDALE, 
FREDERICK FOLLETT. 
WILLIAM G. BRYAN. 
Cc. B. RICH. 

4 LEANDER MIX. | 

£ HENRY BETTINGER. | 

Nicnorson, H. Parker, 
! 

U. 8. Interpreter. 

Also, the following chiefs and headmen heartily concur in the foregoing supple- | 

Ls mental articles in behalf of themselves and their people : | 

i Lewis x Poodry. Thomson x Blinkey. : i 

Jesse x Spring. James x Mitten. i 

Wn. x Parker. John x Joshua. 

Jabez x Ground. James x Williams, 

John x Wilson. Samuel x Parker. + i 

Isaac x Shanks. George x Sky. 

t 
| 
}



x 4 

. 
: 8 

5 ‘Snow x Cooper. : David x Printup. 
Isaac x Doctor. aay x Jonas. 
John x Bigfire. Addison x Charles. : 
‘William x Moses. John'x Hatch; 

oe Headmen. a 5 
John x Smith, Wm, x Alick: oT 

: Small x Peter. Wm. x Stewart. a 
Bes John x Beaver. Andrew x Blackchief. 

John x Farmer. John x Infant. ' 
Tommy x White, Wn. x Taylor. 
John x Griffin. James x Billy. i 
George x Moses. : _ Danl. x Peter. 
Henry x Moses. Saml. x Blue Sky. 
John x Hill. James x Scrogg. 
John x Jones. John x Shanks, ' 

; Monroe x Jonas, . - Levi x Parker. 
‘Wm. x Johnson. John x Jemison. 
Jackson x Ground. Chauncey x Abram. , 
Harrison x Scrogg. 

Signed in open council, in presence of— 3 
FREDERICK FOLLETT, 

‘ NICHOLSON H. PARKER, JU. 9. Interpreter. 

: And whereas, the said treaty and the supplementary articles thereunto j 
appended, having been submitted to the Senate of the United States for § 
its constitutional action thereon, the Senate did, on the fourth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, advise and consent to ‘ 
the ratification of tle same by a resolution, in the words and figures fol- f 
lowing, to wit: 

Ty Exzourtve Smsston, Savas or Taz Unrrep Sratzs, 7 
«June 4, 1858, 4 

‘¢ Resolved, (two-thirds of the senators present concurring,) That the Senate a 
advise and consent to the ratification of the articles of agreement and convention ° 
between the United States and the Tonawanda band of Seneca Indians, of New . 
York, made the 5th day of November, 1857. 

* Attest : ‘* ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary.” 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, JAMES BUCHANAN, President of é 
the United States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice and consent Lg 

a of the Senate, as expressed in their resolution of June the fourth, one ; 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, accept, ratify, and confirm the said 4 
treaty and supplementary articles. ; j 

( a ‘
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: In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
Bs hereto affixed, having signed the same with my hand. 

‘ Done at the city of Washington, this thirty-first day of March, 
, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 

; nine, and of the independence of the United States the eighty- 
q third, © ; 

. _JAMES BUCHANAN. 
ee By the President: 

P Lewis Cass. : 

Seneca—3 : 
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