
728 State Street   |   Madison, Wisconsin 53706   |   library.wisc.edu

The only Everglades in the world: poems. 
2001

Chapman, Robin
Madison, Wisconsin: Parallel Press, 2001

https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/ATNRUQHOOLJCN87

Copyright 2001 by the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin
System. All rights reserved.

For information on re-use see:
http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Copyright

The libraries provide public access to a wide range of material, including online exhibits, digitized
collections, archival finding aids, our catalog, online articles, and a growing range of materials in many
media.

When possible, we provide rights information in catalog records, finding aids, and other metadata that
accompanies collections or items. However, it is always the user's obligation to evaluate copyright and
rights issues in light of their own use.







re Pens ait wie tag treat eii meee bee Sig Suet Wy ap On trig war ilDeo re sue pret Pipe eR oh aan eee 
= ae ee By A oy tea eee AEA tk er Seen ae arene ey ere gk malt See es ce RES ue aire 2) ie ae eae coy Seat See 
oe (ae De era anaes ue ve Sa See aA Ye eae Sti ce Pee Sein Date -atey Palit ad etal ect aay Began ae CO as ne e (ae Te ea Pee : er Pea SUS ie tee Ce ne ee comer sane ee Soe ce a Sea eine eva aver oo Se a a ae Re teen See ai ey 
ere eke (eta ee tae at pee Kepene Panett ae eae ee ss By is ae eae ed Sata et eee ase vere ues ee . Sone Mena Pensa Lannea Ein Wahaa aan sate tal Caen SCE cee teeth Oe ee Se Ee ee ieee te iy 
ee SOaer hee rarest is fee ae Set Pietiee ts one ae Cy Set ages ips oR Gy eee oa ergs ier omer a a Oe aes Oto, AU Menai eh aM etait eae en ee Dig See AM ee eT ee cn PROSE Stine oot pete se pe el SSC eealacl ge RU eRe eR eb ee cpa sates eee yeas a re eS Ce Stk eet ee fe 

Sh Spe eo ser pmicea REO ERIS he Liles ee ee eas uhhe e ere SURE Oe iaae eace eng Sea eat are Agee aoe ae eS net Demeter arene BRIER eR Rae see Gari rhe ae 
ay Suess fect aes Mi nstea cen aaa es oe Re ate EN ea A eo ute Le Peeters ener nie won tare oa oon Rar nce ta 
eee pen tie corse fae Pah enters stecigie REA GAR eA S cee Se us ee So wie eyes PaO s pares Sea Rise ye te tere aa Pog anes a oe i Pees ne one eer Se ee een are ae ae ee ae ae 
: t oe a ve Peete ea oe a cs aah eens pt acre pe ee ie NE SAE A MPR c/s cote VRE aR pte oe aes 
‘ ab 5 Toc a Cee ha Maes i ee er ae ne 
Oe oe cae Eee Peak hon Paar ke ee Sues Fy ste Be i oe oe See pe a oa a 
sa amiReet So Aiee Sein elie aun aC awe eas Hiemiscenae PA eet erst ieee Cee pes : pO aoe ae Se Ran Ose RO ccs oe ee a a ace fa es et ier igen par em tae Erg estye te ata seein ‘i Re eur ile oe eae eee Phomcsens Rae aS eH? se Paty a Wise ee ee eae eas ee oo ee pos Hoos ae ce SiR A Ie nen iene Bnei ee Cn PER eg caren ia eaid 
pha Bias CaS ae Eee hrs corer Pied othe eed eee Sop an es epee Ree Gee te ae es peo et 
aa ee ee ee a eae ae eee eee 
i oe Dig Meee a tes ie es cena Se ea eee a ee ole igh Rogan Skee aaa Perret kee eo a Ree (trian pth ee AN ae aed is Sina enit on ened ee ee = Bo ee oe ee ee MeN ee age tee dh een eeer epee tr aes ae 
aah nies © Bees eget PEA ae et ae ane Sr ei ote ay 
Ber ere (one gees ee : Uae a Ce a Bea ace Ope ila a aaa eta Sa ee De ae 
8 ee on Oe e Poe ee ae pee ee an cette Solent Dalueraenes Ue aca oo pes ie aeraorG Ria ee aes Eee saa 

; Be Age ie yas aes eke beeen oe on 

Ce ee ee Seer tee iis stig etek at Ra taraNae hs ine Gis On td et Saat Haag! SoU rae A hak Oe oa OR ae ee Ny eran alee 
Palieney Sohieia Os eae. a eae eter anetye (ae a ey ies ete Ea Ses Cae eine aE eae sie eae ee: ek eG ee Se A Eero NOL ee eee Sas uh Hoenn est, 

: Oe eet ae ees een Se. age eee 
ey ee Aig oar oN as a oe es Pi a ak ere a aioe: Chess Sau ee Ia SB cen peer aes Eston OSL Seger a a aoe POU BRO, Saar Se ee, Pro ee oe So ee Ges a Seer th a ee enn Bigeye tye 6 Sp ae ieee eee Sonia es re Nh ake re bier oaee z - ee es See a SL ain tara ena ee f SUR oer eee PORT ae hie etic ae 

Seregaaeacsins eer a See No te) a ae ee as 2 a ae ee pes os ae Gia ee eee ig ere bate pea ere Ae Pan ee as Magee saa le ae i : oe = a Sone Peet : ee ice Ne te eg eae iea lg fe OR ei es Se: ae PO ene OR Sake See are: ie pine’ erry Minne Boa st ete yae BUR Se oes he vase Pores reece Fees ee ee an ee Rr ac heen



nae raye 
eee 

rset ee 

sb 
Sr : 

iat 2 

Sone
 ee

e as ae 
aes 

se hee aPeerae 
nee 

te 
Wen

 a
e
 

Sa 
Me ae

 

ptags 
See 

ie ere 
se F

os 

ees
 ats 

apres
 

eae 
ae 

rhe 
erg 

ae 
ane 

Sie fens: 
C
e
 

=. 

: 

ae 
E 

a 

NE 
papas 

ae 
ee
 

ne 
bg 

inne
 ee Soa

ve 
= Go

g 

oe 
ie a
 

a a
a. 

ooo 
eee 

: ae
 ae O

a 
a po

s 
oa. 

eS ee
 

Se 
Sah

 morte
 

ee 
a 

cee 
is: 

ony Bene 
OT 

Dis M
eee 

a S
ees

 

ae e
i, 

ee L
e 

oe 

Rees
 

wera
 

eee 
Son 

ae 
sae Shoes 

se 
se ire 

a ae e
s 

Se 

owe 
eo eee 

yee
 

ne a
 ee

e 
ens. pe

es 
Ge 

Kone 

ee 
ee o

e 
oe 

ae a
 o
e
 

Le 

ae 
ae
 Ae 

ee 
ee 
ae
 
ee 

eae
 e

o 
Be 

Fe a
e 

ee w
ee
 

ie! A
e 

es 
ene

 
NS 

Sore 
ee 

cn. 

eae ha
n sods

 — 
ee he

e P
e
 

ae 

el aes d
s 

ee 
Beg 

aS 
baat 
2

 

Lee
s 

oi o
e 

es ve 
Sete 

oe S
ee 

Hee ah e
e
 

2

 

ets 
— 

eee 
o
e
 

Sea
t 

eee 
Pe) 

ae 
eae 

os 
ee 
o
e
 

vege 

: 
e
e
 

ee e
k 

ag 
bes 

ae 
c ce

 a
 

ae 
ee we

 

se rene Se
e ae,

 ey oe
 Bae 

Was
 

oe 
p
e
 

ee o
e 

ghey: 
ee
 

Pes 
ee S

ea 
o
e
 

os 
eee 

aie 
he 

ee 
Lees o
e
 

eee 

pee 
FL. 

os 
ae 

fa 
ee ee 

ped ca
e Saree 
S
e
 

es 

gee 
Tee

 eee
 

SS 
Soret 

eee
 Spee 

ee 
pe
 

apres
 

jen 
ere egies 

AeGa 
es 

oe 
fe
 

oe
. 

ee 

es 
as 

ae 
Dog

s e Pe
 oe 

oe
 

cee 

Seco 
agate 

eet 
yer PS

s 
ke 

Resin
s 

He 
oes AE

E Aaacina
ate at pe 

sae
 

hg 
ee 

ee
 eeeeoe

 
pees

 
oe
 

oes
 

ete 
ee Cute 

evo 
eee 

di Bene
t e

e gc 
es sa

gas 
Be ee

e 

ee 
aes

 

ea 
es 

a 
oo 

oo 

a 
on 

Le 
Be 

aes 
as ee

t 
pe tee S

s 
ae 

ee 
ea 
2 

Te 
oe 

ae 
ee f

o o
e a

e 
Mea 

ce.
 o

e 

ee 
idee

 
Sede 

ize aT 
vey 2 ate o

e
 

me 

ec 
ae were 

ain ait 

po 
Eun 

ears 
es 

io 
wee 

ie re 
Bas cE 

a S
EES 

eee 

7 ae 
aera

: 
aa 

we 
ti ee ee

e S
oe 
e
e
 

ae
 

or 
Ee 

aa 
ieee

 e
e 

eae
 eae

 ees 

ae 
ee aaa 

tp res 
ate 

ees 
aes aS 

eee 
eee 

acta
, 3 

2 
S o
o
 

vue 
eet

 

es 
ee: ee

 
ee 

eS 

ae 
Seo 

9 Sees 
He 

ee 
oe 

se 
eae 

eo 
ee se aoe 

Seas 
Peet

 
a o

e 

oo 
eo 

ete nae
 aoe 

ie 
ane o
o
 

ee eee 
7
 

ee po
e ae 

ee
 

oa 
Soe 

Soe 
ae 

ee a
oe
 

oe
 

oe
 

baer
 

So 
Bays abe 

ees 
aie 

icheiae
 ee 

oo
 

i peee a
e et 

epee 

j ee 
oe 

a 
oe 

te o
e 

eS P
e 

se 

Ze 
ee Se So

 
cms 

ae 
ae Coe a

e : ec 
ee 

: 
ae 

pe ae e
ae 
a

 

te ao 
ees a

 oe 
od
 

ee 

ae, 
Aaa 

es 

3 
SE 

a 

cee
 p

oe
 a

e 
“ 
e
e
 

ee 
oo 

=e. 
ee 

es py 
peas ee

s 
Rate 

sees 
Ba ve eee

 e seen 
ele Se 

Poe Zi 

ee
 ; oe 

oo
 

he 
e
e
 

oy 
oe
 Sigs: 

Le pete
 ae es ae e

e
 

me oe
 

ee 
Cee 

ear S
e 

a 
a, 

Eee 
ee 

ae 
De 

Ge 
Sie

 a ee ee B
ee 

oe
 
oo
 

Sees 

oe 
es pee 

oe EE 
a 

ee 
pal

s a
e 

Se 

eee 
fe 

cae 
ee B

s 
ne 

as 
ee fe

e 
oo
 

ea 

See
r 

Sane 
eee

 
as
 

se 
ae 

Poa
 

ene e
es 

BK sd eee 
pea 

iereys 
HORS 

ee 
ise 

Salt
s 

Re o
Oo 

ee 

ee S
e 

ieee Ga 
ceiee ERO 

Sage 
Se 

eee 
EEG 

e Eee 
et a

 Bee
 

ae oo 
ap eas 

ee ae
 S

e 
o
e
 

. oe
 

ayes 
ee 

oe a 
or
 

ee 

He 
ee 

eon
 i 

es 
ae a
e 
2a
 

oe
 

ce
 

he 
oe 

oe
 

ee 

i 
eed gee 

eS
 

eS 

ee aa 
ee See

r? e
e
 

ae 
ee 

ae o
e 

pee 
o
e
 

ee
 

Hes 
ae 

ai 
a eae

 Bo 
o
e
 

: see
 a
a 

ae 
Coe 

ee 
ae 

le. 
ee o

s 
ee 

ae 
aoe

 

as ben e
e 

oe o
e 

oe
 

= ater
 

three
 

ate nities 
® See

 
eae 

naan 
ie saat 

ms e
e
 

oa i
gre

 

foe 
ee cere 

a 
ce 

ot 
ae 

eS 
ans 

aii 

ee 
a a ue ee Se

 a
s 
o

e

 

eae 
ei ea

e 
Rae 

pag 
eee

 eee 
aoe

 

ae 
Gee e

o 
are 

ap ea 
oe 

eee
 ae 

a 
eae! 

ee
 

ee 

es S
een

 
es iS REE SES 

er 
<a 

Pe 
ee 

Jona
s Aes 

ae o
e
 

aes 
ee o

y 
Fs 

ioe
 

ee
 ee aa

 ei 
SES 

Ss See
 Pe

o a piers
 

ES a
e 
ee
 qa. 

pare
 eae 

AN, = 

Sse 
aoe?

 ae 
pees

 Were 
ees

 jf 
ae e

y 
‘ eC 

T IGE 
& ee

s 
Aas 

ee Ee
e 
oe
 

cel 
pe 
i
 

Ba 

ees 
oe c

e ac e
es
 peek 

oe 

oe
 

oo 
oh 

Waeeeet
 4 oe e

e 
o
e
 

: 

zs ee 
Se 

pee
s 

Sagu
t 
ee
 

eng
 

SAO 
Po 

ee 

weedeeh 

ee
 

C
e
 

Saigs
she



~<





The Only Everglades 
in the World 

Poems by 
Robin Chapman



Copyright © 2001 by the Board of Regents of 
the University of Wisconsin System. 
All rights reserved. 

ISBN 1-89331I-17-1 

I thank the Banff Centre for the Arts, Banff, Canada, for the residency at 
Leighton Studios that offered the time and space to complete this work. 
My thanks to my writing groups and Carolyn Kizer for helpful comments. 
The chapbook’s title comes from Marjory Stoneman Douglas’s book, 
Everglades: River of Grass: “There are no other Everglades in the world.” 

Published by Parallel Press 
University of Wisconsin — Madison Libraries 

FIRST EDITION



Contents 

The Everglades of the Northern Imagination - 7 

Angie’s Cafe - 8 

The Everglades That I Follow You Into - 9 

Easy Days - 12 

The Everglades of the Army Corps of Drainage Engineers - 13 

Willingly - 14 

At Night in the Everglades - 15 

The Dolphin’s Smile - 16 

What We Carried - 17 

The Everglades of Ash - 18



for Will



The Everglades of the Northern Imagination 

The Everglades of the north, I learn 

from well-wishing friends, stink 

of brackish mud under a heatstroke 

sun—a crack-glazed skin and eyes 

attached to jaws that will swallow you 

whole in quicksand, tear you limb 

from disappearing limb down reptilian 

throat. The Everglades of the north 

are the black ripple-strike of the water 

moccasins poisonous bite as you tread 

on mangrove roots, the gold slink 

of a Florida panther in the poisonwood tree. 

Trail a languid hand in the water 

and you'll twirl like the pelican caught 

by its foot, swimming a lopsided circle 

around the hammerhead shark, 

vanish into that hungry vortex too. 

Land’s no better, that foot of elevation 

to hacksaw hummocks and fire-ant stings, 

malarial mosquito mists, the swarming nests 

of killer bees. Even the Florida highway 

my Wisconsin friends describe is a foreign 

tongue, rental cars hijacked by machete, 

drug lords blowing up boats under bridges, 

busted locals filling the jails, alligators 

draped like car tracks across the road. Good, 

they say, to feel what it’s like to be prey 

occasionally, waving me off on my winter 

vacation, cheered by the safety of what 

they know—another blizzard, ten below. 
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Angie’s Cafe 

The southern Florida of pink cinder block 

and ceiling fan, bacon, hash browns, eggs 

over easy, simmers under the yolk of the sun, 

clouds piled like powder biscuits. Here 

on the stripmalled road past Homestead Air Base 

we stop, on our way to kayak the Everglades, 

long past the palace of lights last night, 

AutoNation’s bright metallic bodies 

parked in angled rows under the royal palms. 

We're having a last civilized breakfast at Angie’s, 

biscuits and grits, while the macaws squawk 

in the palmettos and hibiscus struggle for footing 

along the pesticide-drenched tomato fields. 

And the Air Force recruits, in camouflage fatigues, 

joke and pass syrup, cream cups, and salt, 

as though theirs were just civilian jobs, 

commuting to war an old story. 

From Florida Bay on out it will be jerky 

and crackers, string cheese and nuts, tin cans 

of mixed fruit, a ration of water. 
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The Everglades That I Follow You Into 

Only the kayak’s skin 

of nylon and rubber 

between us and salt water, 

alligators, 

as we begin, tandem, 

that circling push and pull— 

float a paddle edge 

into the wind, 

pull it back 

through the salt water 

as the other edge cuts air. 

I follow your rhythm, 

a two-step dance 

shifting to syncopated waltz 

of a four-legged water spider; 

we skitter over the gathering waves 

as the Florida Bay 

heaves beneath us, 

tide running out to the Gulf 

and we with it, 

paddling into the sunset, 

into the orange glow 

of horizon, the shifting cerulean, 

aquamarine. Deepening blue 

darkens to night. Our paddles 

trail phosphorescence now. 

You aim us steadily on toward 

Saturn, Venus, Jupiter— 

a long vertical line 

of guides to Cape Sable 
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that set, hour by hour, 

at the watery place 

where stars wink out, 

while Orion chases the Bull 

across our left shoulders 

and the Dog Star follows on behind— 

our eyes gather starlight now, 

the darker dark that is the hump 

of a Florida key, the nearer humps 

of mangrove bay, 

the whole wide sky, 

the Milky Way. 

You say that in this stretch 

of sky and water, paddlers 

sometimes lose their way, 

their sense of up and down 

shifting in the blackness 

of the wavering horizon. 

I listen hard to the sounds— 

that splash that could be 

eagle ray, thump 

of a hammerhead or manatee, 

the scrape of alligator, 

scratch of sandbar— 

we run aground, 

back off, trying to read 

the shapes in the shifting black of wave. 

And then the sound of breaking surf 

pounding onto sand, the sight— 

pale starlit white—of coral beach, 

ghostly shape of a boat farther down 

the steep slope of East Cape Sable 

where water churns and grinds, 

the brief steadying of our kayak 

broadside to wave, the quick pulling out, 
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jointly cast onto shore, legs wobbling 

through mosquito mist to pitch 

the tent, walk down the beach, 

raccoons trailing us, to peel and eat 

oranges pulled from the sun. 

How far we’ve come in the dark, 

following our stars! 
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Easy Days 

We kayak the coast, Cape Sable to our right, 

our left horizon dropping off to New Orleans; 

make our way, three miles an hour, past a shore 

of battered shells—pear whelk, lightning whelk, 

scallop and conch, corals flaked to white dust— 

remembering the lessons on fractal shorelines, 

how the closer you look the longer they stretch, 

all those zigzags to take into account—two easy days 

to Middle Cape, Northpoint, while underneath us 

the spotted sea trout, sawnosed sharks, 

go on with their fishy lives; AVISO, we see later, 

mercury levels too high to eat more than once a week. 

A dolphin arches past, a few egrets fish, 

the sandpipers track the foam at low tide. 

We beach our boat and tie our tent to driftwood, 

clumps of grass, bypass the shade of the poisonwood 

for a tarp propped up with the paddle, its cool square 

a sunclock telling the hours we fill in beachcombing, 

righting a horseshoe crab toppled on her back; 

she begins again to dig herself into the sand, 

lay her eggs before the next tide turns her upside down, 

before scavenger raccoons come to her side at dusk. 

Clouds scud over and wind scuffles the water, 

crosshatches the wrinkled waves. Bathing 

is a brief baptism among the skates and rays. 

At sunset, salt toweled off, we give our bodies 

to the contours we’ve dug in the sand, hunt down 

the tent’s mosquitoes, sleep with our gallons of water 

zipped away from the masked prowlers 

who check the gear, the boat, the plastic pails 

of food—we’'ll see their skinny forms 

loping away at dawn. Wake in the night 

to each other, bitten, welted, tender to the touch, 

and the waning moon, rising late to wander 

the shifting peaks and troughs. 
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The Everglades of the Army Corps of Drainage Engineers 

Where are the alligators? There is only 
one log, that drifts against the current, 

climbs out onto mangrove muck, while we 

watch from the chickee, a platform eight feet 

by twelve, built of slatted boards, a roof, 

small there in the middle of water, our boat 

bumping against the boards, the razor edges 

of intertidal oysters too polluted to eat now. 

Somewhere a million alligators crowd— 

muddy channels next to parking lots, 

golf course greens where golfers 

toss marshmellows to them in the rough. 

And where are the birds? Two egrets 

in the prop roots, a few cormorants in ragged lines 

at dusk. Where are the hundreds of wood storks, 

the roseate spoonbills, the frigate bird? Where 

is the river of sawgrass? Where are the flocks that arrive 

for hours, that darken the sky when they depart? 

Vanished with sweet water soaking the sugar crops, 

Vanished with sweet water pouring from city taps, 

Vanished with sweet water channeled to salt. 
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Willingly 

Willingly we lay ourselves down 

in the tent tied down to the boards 

of the camping platform hung over the water, 

the water that stretched on every side 

to horizons of mangrove swamp, 

willingly we lay down in the wind 

that swept through the mesh 

on the thin mats of foam 

that cushioned our hips, 

under the eiderdown, and your hand 

touched my breast; willingly, 

under the stars, our hands 

drifted and stroked and stayed; 

a sweet wet river rose in me and joined 

the sweet salt surge of you 

that carried us away. 
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At Night in the Everglades 

What pulled us out of the tent past midnight? 

Perhaps the moors absence called us out, 

or the sky itself, empty of city light and full 

of stars—as, camped on the chickee 

with water surrounding us 

on every side, we woke | 

to find the bay entirely still, | 

a glass, reflecting underfoot 

even the littlest stars 

of the clear sky overhead, so that we stood 

in a world made entirely of stars 

wheeling under our feet and above our heads, 

naked, in the original world; only a dolphin’s fin 

traced a wavery line across the Milky Way. 
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The Dolphin’s Smile 

The wind swings around to follow us east 

through Oyster Bay, where waves steepen 

and carry us through the longest day— 

fifteen miles to go before the last campsite; 

and we, who've marveled at our good fortune, 

fair weather, wind at our backs, the map, learn 

the challenge of distance, endurance, the long haul— 

how, in the open, crossing the bay, 

the five dolphins jump out of the water 

over each other, clicking and splashing in play; 

how, from that long stretch away they spot us 

and come, five leaping shapes, toward us, sweep past 

our side with sideways eyes, smile, blow water and air 

in a burst and are gone—how all our effort falls away. 

Later we read of the dozens of dolphins beached 

and dying on the eastern coast for reasons we don't 

yet know—the toxic algae blooms of our sewage 

plants, the noise of our undersea sonic booms 

mapping the ocean floor? And the shrimp at the thermal 

deep sea vents, blinded by light we’ve shown on them— 

as, among the mangrove islands, the manatee, slow-moving, 

floating below the surface, can be paddled over, a bumping 

along the kayak shell or a churned red bloom 

in the power boat’s wake, echoes and ripples of our speed. 
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What We Carried 

Canned mandarin oranges embalmed in Lite syrup 

with a pulltab lid, a compass strapped to the kayak deck, 

a map showing water depth and mangrove passageways, 

folded into a plastic ziplock bag tethered to the hull. 

Ten gallons of water in jugs under our feet. Peppermint 

tea. Five coils of rope in serpent-striped dayglow colors, 

a knowledge of knots, a Swiss army knife, tent, fly, 

sleeping bag, mats, shade tarp to substitute for trees, 

extra paddle strapped to the back, a small dried starfish 

taped to its blade. A Florida fieldguide telling the difference 

between alligators and crocodiles. Heart Songs, stories 

by Annie Proulx. A pocket notebook and pen. Rain gear 

and sun gear, mosquito headnet, life jackets, repellant, beer, 

binoculars, a change of clothes. Two plastic pails packed 

with granola, ten oranges, ten lunches of peanut butter, 

a squeeze-bottle of Concord grape jelly, sausage, gorp, 

crackers, and string cheese; ten dried dinners of stroganoff, 

spaghetti, beans and rice; campstove, gas, sunshower, 

toilet paper, a weather radio, a watch that measured altitude 

and barometric pressure, two pairs of socks, sandals, long- 

sleeved shirts—all tucked into the boat, battened down 

into its belly, lodged in its airplane aluminum skeleton 

between its plastic ribs, in among the sponge and bailer, 

first aid kit, ropes to work the rudder. And things we almost 

forgot—ibuprofen. A string for the glasses. Garden gloves. 

Irish tin whistle, can opener, butane lighter. Keys for the car. 

And nothing blew away or sank through the cracks 

though we began to count how much of what the two of us 

had brought or found was one of a kind; necessary 

to comfort, navigation; essential to life itself. 
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The Everglades of Ash 

As we leave, Alligator Alley, Interstate 75, shuts down 

in the smoke of wildfires burning sawgrass and brush— 

drought and the draw-down of water turning the river 

to ash. Arson, the headlines say. All those dark acres 

lit up under the belly of our jet banking north from Miami; 

a distant spill of crawling firefall on either side of asphalt. 

Much too far away to hear the spit and hiss, the rush 

of what goes up in smoke—somewhere in that southern dark, 

two nights ago, we lay on a platform holding each other 

and heard the night wind carry the sound of snapping twigs 

or clicking shells that we learned were the mating calls 

of cricket frogs, an urgent music filling the dark. 
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