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As the Wisconsin Union strives “to be the heart and soul of a great university,” many would identify
the Memorial Union Terrace as the embodiment of that credo. At groundbreaking ceremonies in
1925, University of Wisconsin President Glenn Frank declared that the new Memorial Union
building would “give us a ‘living room’ that will convert the university from a ‘house’ of learning into
a ‘home’ of learning.”" For generations of students, alumni, and faculty members, the Memorial
Union Terrace has been the heart of that home. “What made the Union such a success?” wondered a
Badger yearbook writer in 1960. “A multitude of memories,” he concluded. “The Rat... Tripp...the
terrace...indoors and outdoors, the Union was ours.™

But before the Terrace was “ours,” whose was it? What stood on this plot of land before it
became the Terrace, and to whose stewardship and foresight do we owe its existence?

The terrace before The Terrace

The land on which the Terrace stands—Ilike the rest of the state of Wisconsin—fell under the
jurisdiction of the United States government after the close of the Revolutionary War. In 1785,
government surveyors began laying the groundwork for alienation of the vast expanse of land west of
the Allegheny Mountains. Congress passed the Northwest Ordinance, which set down the guidelines
for governing the area north and west of the Ohio River, on July 13, 1787. As the westward tide of
settlement progressed, the Northwest Territory was subdivided into smaller jurisdictions: Indiana
Territory (1800); Michigan Territory (1805); Illinois Territory (1809); followed by a reconfiguration
of Michigan’s territorial boundaries in 1818.°

Two years before the creation of Wisconsin Territory in 1836, government surveyors finally
arrived in the area that later became Dane County. They began to lay out the boundaries of
rectangular townships, each subdivided into 36 sections. Each section measured one square mile. In
their field notes, they described the landscape through which they passed: vegetation, soils, creeks,
rivers, marshes, springs, and Indian trails. After the survey was complete, a U. S. General Land
Office mapmaker used the surveyors’ field notes to draw plats of each section.

In December 1834, government surveyor Orson Lyon and his crew laid out the section lines
in Township 7 North, Range 9 East (now Madison township). Unfortunately, none of the section
lines crossed directly over the future site of the Memorial Union Terrace, so Lyon’s field notes give us
only general information about the appearance of the landscape before permanent American
settlement. A short distance south of the Terrace site, along the line between sections 14 and 23 (now
State Street), Lyon described the land as “rolling & 2nd rate,” supporting a forest of bur and black
oak. Only a few decades later, the University of Wisconsin’s Main Hall (now Bascom Hall) would
stand near the western end of this section line, with the state capitol at its eastern end. Lyon’s notes
don’t describe the land stretching north from the section line to the lake shore—the tract in section
14 that eventually would become the site of the university’s Armory and Gymnasium, Science Hall,
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, and the Memorial Union and Terrace.* The plat map
created from Lyon’s field notes is similarly uninformative.

A more recent source reveals that a pond once existed not far from the future site of the
Terrace. In 1854, Madison citizens presented a petition to the village trustees, complaining that a
“deposit of water” in Block 8 of the University Addition was posing a threat to public health. Today,
Block 8 is bounded by Lake Street, State Street, Frances Street and University Avenue; thus, the

! Masthead, Wisconsin Alumni Magazine 27 (December 1925): 39.

?*Our Wisconsin Union,” The Badger 75(Madison: University of Wisconsin Class of 1960, 1960), 93.

3 Alice E. Smith, The History of Wisconsin, Vol. 1: From Exploration to Statehood (Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1985), 200-
202.

4 Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of Public Lands, Wisconsin Public Land Survey Records, surveyors field notes for Town 7 North, Range
9 East. University of Wisconsin Digital Collections: The State of Wisconsin Collection. huep://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/SurveyNotes
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offending body of water would have been located one to two blocks south and east of the Terrace
site. The village trustees paid the firm of Rogers & Kelly a fee of $150 “for the ditching and drainage
of the pond.” Interestingly, Orson Lyon’s field notes contain no mention of this pond, which
certainly would have been visible from the section line that he had laid out exactly 20 years earlier
along the future route of State Street. Nor does the pond appear in a drawing made in 1852 of State
Street, viewed from College Hill (now Bascom Hill). The artist obviously took great care to depict
houses, trees, and other landmarks, but the pond is not shown.® The village trustees’ 1854
proceedings reveal nothing about the size, depth, or exact location of the pond that they ordered
drained, nor about its surrounding landscape.

In fact, the pond may have been part of a wetland that extended northward from State Street
to Lake Mendota. In November 1925, a map purporting to show “sections of Madison which have
been built over wet marsh lands” appeared in the Wisconsin State Journal. The city’s wetlands,
indicated on the map by slanting lines, included an area surrounding the site of the University
Boathouse, which was located between the Armory-Gymnasium and the lake, and thus directly east
of the Terrace site (Figure 1).” Impetus for publishing the map and its accompanying article was a
campaign under way at that time to lower the water level of Madison’s lakes, which supposedly
would “add several square miles to the city.” Many Madisonians scoffed at the idea, wrote State
Journal reporter Willett Main Kempton,

just as heartily as pioneer citizens of the Town of Madison jeered at the fantastic idea that
the reed banked bay to which State Street ran might some day be a university campus

with a million dollars worth of buildings standing over the places where they angled for
black bass.®

Kempton provides no further description of the “reed banked bay to which State Street ran,” but
presumably he was referring to a marshy area somewhere near the Terrace site. Elsewhere in the
article, Kempton refers to “the low land site of the old planing mill...lost under the pavements of
Lake and Langdon streets”™ —the intersection one block east of the Memorial Union.” Unfortunately,
Kempron failed to cite the sources on which the story and map were based; as a State Journal
reporter, however, he may have used the newspaper’s archives."

The Native American presence

In all likelihood, the “reed banked bay” had been appreciated as a prime fishing spot long before
those “pioneer citizens” arrived. The shores of Lake Mendota, called Fourth Lake by early
Madisonians, were dotted with the villages and camps of the Ho Chunk (Winnebago) people when

iVi]lagﬁ of Madison Council Pr()ccc‘dings, ]u]y 31, 1854, and November 11, 1854; Dane Series 182, Wisconsin Historical Socicly Archives.

& Ado]pll Hoeffler, “Madison, Dane Cly, Wisconsin, from Universi ty Hill, August 1852,” Wisconsin Historical Im ages WTi11632, accessed
via www.wisconshistory.org/whi. Hoeffler’s drawing is reproduced in David V. Mollenhoff, Madison: A History of the Formative Years, 2nd ed.
(Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2003), 64. In a paper written for a history course in 1994, UW student Paul D. Stoller maintained
that Hoeffler’s drawing shows “a small stream which emptied into Lake Mendota along a path roughly in line with present-day Murray Street.”
See Stoller, “The Union Terrace,” October 4, 1994, p. 2. I've examined this drawing with a magnifying glass, but I cant see Stoller’s stream.

7 The regents authorized demolition of the east bay of the University Boathouse on April 5, 1963, but the rest of the structure remained
slanding for nczu‘]y five years. On January 12, 1968, the regents authorized demolition of the remainder of the b uilding.

8 Willett Main Kempton, “Revive Agitation te Lower Lakes and Add to City’s Beauty,” Wisconsin State Journal, November 29, 1925.

? Presumably, Kempton was referring to the steam sawmill that had been built there in 1853 by Daniel Gorham. See John Y. Smith, “History
of Madison,” in Madison City Directory: A City ane Business Directory for 1866, comp. B. W, Suckow (Madison: Suckow, 1866), 29.

o Kempton, “Revive Agitation.” Kempton, who studied journalism at the UW and once wrote for the Daily Cardinal, joined the State Journal
staff in Junc 1925. He subsc‘qut:nlly became state editor. In 1936, he wrote a series of columns, “Before Qur Da}f,” based on material from the
newspaper’s archives.
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Figure 1

Madison’s former wetlands; note marsh at northern end of Lake Street, on site of University Boathouse.
Source: Wisconsin State Journal, November 29, 1925.

the first permanent American settlers began to arrive in the 1830s. The Ho Chunk name for the
Four Lakes region is “Tay-cho-pe-ra”; they called Lake Mendota “Wonk-shek-ho-mik-la.”"" Initially,
archaeological investigations in the Four Lakes region focused on the hundreds of effigy mounds that
had been built by previous generations of native peoples.”” With the arrival in Madison of
archaeologist Charles E. Brown in 1908, however, the identification of habitation sites and
“workshop” areas began to provide a broader picture of Native American life (Figure 2)."” Brown
(1872-1946), a member of the Milwaukee Public Museum staff and editor of the Wisconsin
Archeologist, relocated to Madison to become the state historical society’s “field man.” He later served
as director of the society’s museum.'* Brown traveled throughout Wisconsin, mapping effigy mounds
and advocating for their preservation. A prolific writer and lecturer, Brown also collected artifacts

1 Clla.llf'.s E. BFDV\'I], “His[()l'_‘{' D[- Lllﬁ Lakc MC'[]({O[H RCgiOH,” iIl Lff’;'(’ JM("f'l(htﬁ.' OJ"l.gI.ﬂ aﬂf[ ]_]jﬁfﬂ?j} (h{adis()[]: Tﬁ'(}lni(d] (:11]‘) 0[- I\/jadis()[],
1936), 13. Brown’s translation for “Wonk-shek-ho-mik-la © is “where the man lies.”

12 Shortly before Brown’s arrival in Madison, a UW botany instructor named A. B. Stout surveyed many of the mound groups around Lake
Mendota. Stout’s investigations did not include village sites, however. See letter from A. B. Stout to Charles E. Brown, April 13, 1929, in
Charles E. Brown Papers (microfilm version, reel 3, frame 817). Stout, who also had surveyed Native American earthworks in Sauk County,
lcﬁ. Ml]({is()n in ]9 ] A} o pu[SuC ({DC(D['HI Sll_ldiﬂs at (:Dlu[l]bia [J[]ivcfsily. Wlll]c hfﬂd Oi- l]l(' lﬂb()l"{llol‘iﬂs 01- l}lC NCV\' YOI']{ Bolﬂﬂicﬂl Gﬂ]‘dc[l,
SIDUL gﬂirlc(l iI](L‘[IlﬂliO[]a.l renown as a (ldylily }lybl‘i(lizt‘]‘.

Y [Edward P. Alexander], “Chats with the Editor,” Wisconsin Magazine of History 28 (December 1944): 133.

Y Clifford L. Lord and Carl Ubbelohde, Clio’s Servant: The State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1846-1954 (Madison: State Historical Society
of Wisconsin, 1967), 181-82.
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Figure 2

Locations of Indian mounds and campsites near Madison’s lakes.
Source: Lake Mendota: Origin and History (Madison: 1936).

and interviewed early settlers and local Ho Chunk people to glean information about Native
American sites that had been obliterated. Brown’s papers, housed at the Wisconsin Historical Society
archives, continue to serve as a prime source for modern archaeologists.”

Brown amassed a great deal of information on effigy mounds and habitation sites
surrounding Lake Mendota; unfortunately, his papers don’t refer to the Terrace site per se.'® Brown,
whose office at the State Historical Society building was literally across the street from the Memorial

k5 Amy Rosc‘brough, Assistant State Archaco]ogisl,, Wisconsin Historical Socicly, pcrsona_] communication with Susan Haswell, ]ul_y 31, 2007,
18 This conclusion is based upon a search of Brown’s file on Lake Mendota, which contains research material spanning several decades.
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Figure 3

Undated postcard showing the university’s “Science Buildings from the Lake.” Roof of the State Historical Library,
dedicated 1900, is visible at far left. Hemes occupying the future site of the Memorial Union and Terrace are (left to
right): the Raymer House, 752 Langdon; the Olin House, 766 Langdon; and the UW President’s House, 772 Langdon.
The boathouse near the center of the image was built by John and Helen Olin in 1887. Source: UW-Madison Archives.

Union and Terrace, obviously would have been keen to collect any information about the Native
American occupation of that portion of the shoreline. When Brown arrived in Madison in 1908,
however, the land between Langdon Street and the lake had been a residential area for two decades.
Photographs taken around the turn of the 20th century of the Terrace site show that whatever
wetland may have existed there had disappeared beneath sloping lawns (Figure 3).'” A continuous
process of leveling and filling had been taking place throughout Madison since territorial days; it’s

E e : . T 18
possible that the Terrace site was among the thousands of acres “reclaimed” for development.'® Such

7 For example, see photograph labeled, “Shore of Lake Mendota, Madison, Wis.,” UW-Madison Archives Photographic Collection, Series 7/2,
Lower Cam pus/ Mall Area, folder 2.

18 According to Mollenhoff, Madison, 372, some 3,800 acres of wetland had been filled in Madison by 1920. Mollenhoff’s map of leveled hills,
filled marshes and extended lakeshores (p. 373) shows the pond that was drained in 1854 straddling State Street. There is no indication of
filling and leveling along the Terrace shoreline, however. Elsewhere on the campus, much of the shoreline west of the Terrace site has been
similarly disturbed, according to archaeologist Philip H. Salkin. See Salkin, An Archacological Survey of the Proposed Domestic Water Main
Corridor on the C‘{«tmpm oftbr' Universt'lj/ 0f Wisconsin-Madison in Madison, Dane Coﬂnt}; Wisconsin (Verona, WI: Archacologica] Consulling
and Services, Inc., 2004), 2.
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activity was commonplace and totally unregulated; thus, the efforts of individual property owners to
fill in any marshy areas that may have existed along the lakeshore probably attracted little attention
from local authorities or the press. Another early development that may have changed the appearance
and location of the lakeshore was the construction of a mill dam at Lake Mendota’s outlet in 1849.
The dam, which stretched across the Yahara River within today’s Tenney Park, raised Mendota’s water
level by some three to four feet—perhaps creating a new, higher shoreline and inundating any
marshland that may have existed near the Terrace site."”

Thus, any archaeological evidence of Native American habitation at or near the Terrace site
probably had been buried or inundated long before Charles E. Brown arrived in 1908. As Brown was
to learn during the course of his investigations, however, a linear mound once had stood atop the
steep bluff overlooking the Terrace from the west (Muir Knoll). The mound survived into the mid-
19th century, when it fell victim to grading or road-building by university crews.”” Other mounds
nearby included a group at the top of University Hill, destroyed while excavating the foundation of
Main (now Bascom) Hall.”! Elsewhere along the shorelines of Madison’s lakes, archaeologists have
discovered a strong correlation between the locations of mound groups and habitation sites.”” At
Eagle Heights, along the Picnic Point peninsula, and on the grounds of the lakeshore dormitories,
villages were located close to mounds. Thus, it seems quite likely that a Native American village or
camp once stood on or near the Terrace site, which once had been overlooked by the Muir Knoll and
Bascom Hill mound groups. The evidence to support such a hypothesis has yet to be found,
however.

The lakeshore changes hands

The land upon which the Memorial Union and Terrace now stand has been valued as prime real
estate since territorial days, as evidenced by the people who owned the site and the prices they paid
for it. In 18306, the land of Town 7 North, Range 9 E (known later as Madison township) was offered
for sale by the U. S. government. Partners James D. Doty and Stevens T. Mason entered claims to a
thousand acres on and around Madison’s isthmus, including the Terrace site in Section 14.” Doty,
whose lobbying efforts resulted in the selection of Madison as territorial capital, commissioned a plat
of the new town site. Doty’s plat, later found to be erroneous, was redrawn in 1839. The corrected
version of Doty’s plat, called the “Pritchette plat” for the land speculator who commissioned it,
became the official map for all subsequent real estate transactions in Madison.**

Doty’s plat (and its more accurate successor) called for two streets to be laid out running
roughly parallel to the shore of Lake Mendota (Figure 4). King (now State) Street would follow an
east-west route along the section line between sections 14 and 23. Between King Street and Lake

9 Charles 1. Corp and Henry Gumprecht, “Lake Mendota Levels and Temperatures,” The Wisconsin Engineer 26 (April 1922): 119; Adolph
Kanncbcrg, “The Dam at the Qutlet of Lake Mendota,” in Lake Mendota: Origi?z and Hisz‘my (Madison: Technical Club of Madison, 1936),
17-19.

% The Muir Knoll site, recorded on Wisconsin’s Archaeological Sites Inventory as 47DA 1208, was surveyed in 2003, See Amy L. Rosebrough,
A Phase I Archacological Survey of Muir Knoll, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin (Madison: Wisconsin Historical Society,
Office of the State Archacologist, 2003).

2! Charles E. Brown, “Prehistoric Indian Monuments on the University Grounds,” Wisconsin Alumni Magazine 15 (June 1914): 384.

2 Brown and more recent archacologists have recorded this pattern. See University of Wisconsin-Madison, Division of Facilities Planning and
Mﬂ_ﬂﬂgCIIlCIll, (‘200/1 AI(}]HCO]OgiCHJ II]VCSligHLiOHS on [hﬁ U[]ivﬂfsily DfWiSCOIISin-J\’IadiSOII CH_[HPU.S, Ci E}’ 01‘ Madisﬂfl, DH_I_IC (:()urll}’,
Wisconsin,” prepared by George W. Christiansen III (Milwaukee: Great Lakes Archaeological Research Center, 2005), 27.

# United States General Land Office, Wisconsin Local Office Tract Books, 1835-1909, Vol. 30 (Town 7 North, Range 9 East; Wisconsin
Historical Society (microfilm version, reel P46044).

HA copy of the Pritchette plat is on file at the Dane County Register of Deeds, Madison (Dane County Subdivision Plats, Vol. A, Document
102). IL was Sufvﬂyed b;\’ W]llla{[l M. S(‘}’II]OU]‘, W]l() lﬂ(('l' SCl‘VC(l as I]lﬂy()l' Of Mﬂdisoll.
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Figure 4

Detail from the 1839 Pritchette Plat of Madison. Block 2, the future site of the Memorial Union and Terrace, is at left,
between Lake Mendota and “Engles” (now Langdon) Street. The plat inaccurately shows Engles Street extending west
from Park Street, directly to the top of the hill where the first university buildings later were erected.

Source: Dane County Register of Deeds, Madison.

Mendota, the Pritchette plat shows Engles (now Langdon) Street, from which four blocks of city lots
stretch northward to the lake. Compared with standard-sized lots shown elsewhere on the plat, the
lakeshore lots in Blocks 1, 2, 3 and 4 are significantly deeper.” The surveyor failed to explain why he
assigned more generous proportions to these lakeshore lots. Owing to the irregular shape of the
shoreline in this area, some of the deepest lots occur in Block 2, the future site of the Terrace.

The partnership of Doty and Mason, the original owners of Block 2 and much of the rest of
the isthmus, soon dissolved. Mason served as the governor of Michigan, and Doty went on to
become the governor of Wisconsin Territory.”® By 1837, Block 2 had passed into the hands of others.
The twelve lakeshore lots in Block 2 were held that year by twelve different owners, only one of
whom lived in Madison: Nathaniel W. Dean (1817-1880). Village tax rolls for 1837 record Dean as

3 The standard lot size recorded on the Pritchette plat is 66 feet wide by 132 feet long.
26 Doty served as territorial governor from 1841 to 1844.
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the owner of lot 1, the future site of the Union Theater.”” Dean clerked at a general store operated by
his cousin, Dr. J. D. Weston, on the Capitol Square. Later, he opened his own store, which
apparently supplied the capital required for his growing real estate business.”®

By 1851, all of Block 2 had fallen into the hands of other local entrepreneurs, the partners
Delaplaine and Burdick.” Perhaps best known for developing the Lakeside House resort hotel on
Lake Monona, George . Delaplaine and Elisha Burdick owned real estate throughout Madison.*
They frequently acquired property at tax sales, which were held by the county treasurer to recoup
delinquent property tax. Such was the case with Lot 1, on which the taxes for 1849 went unpaid. In
1858, Delaplaine and Burdick released their interest on Lot 1-—to its previous owner, Nathaniel W.
Dean.* Dean recently had given up his general store to devote more attention to his extensive real
estate holdings.” Perhaps Dean, who at that time served on the UW Board of Regents, may have
considered building a home on the site, so convenient to College Hill.** A more likely scenario is that
Dean was in a better position than most to envision the future growth of the campus, and had
acquired Lot 1 assuming that the university would want it, sooner or later. Meanwhile, Dean and his
wife, Harriet (Figure 5), resided in a large house facing the Capitol Square, at the corner of Carroll
and Main streets, through the 1860s.*

By the late 1860s, Madison had become known as a stopping place for families making their
way to new homes farther north and west. Margaret Allen, who arrived in Madison in 1868 with her
husband, UW history professor William E. Allen, recalled many years later: “The land where the
president’s home and the Clinic now stand was the favorite camping ground for the long trains of
emigrant wagons that passed through every spring, often returning in the fall with tired, discouraged
emigrants.”

Meanwhile, Harriet and Nathaniel Dean retained ownership of Lot 1 until Nathaniel’s death
in February1880. On July 1, 1880, Nancy Bross purchased Lot 1 from Dean’s estate.”® Like previous
owners of Lot 1, Mrs. Bross was a real estate investor. Unlike the previous owners, however, Nancy
Bross built and occupied a home on Lot 1. She was the wife of Charles E. Bross, manager of the
Wisconsin Union Telegraph office on Main Street.”” Nancy Bross expanded her holdings in 1884 by
purchasing a portion of adjacent Lot 2.7 Although the exact construction date of the Bross family’s
mansard-roofed house at 772 Langdon Street has not been established, it probably was built between

7 Madison, Wisconsin, Treasurer, Real Property and Personal Tax Rolls for 1837, Dane Series 328, Wisconsin Historical Society Archives. Lot 2 was
owned by the partnership of Sweet 8 Medbury. D.

Upham owned Lot 3; I. N. Lockwood, Lot 4; Daniel Wells, Jr., Lot 5; and E. Brigham—possibly Ebenezer Brigham of Blue Mounds—Lot 6.

28 “Deeath of Hon. Nathaniel W. Dean,” Wisconsin State journal, February 28, 1880; “Eliab Dean,” Image 37792, Wisconsin Historical Images:
www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi

¥ Madison, Wisconsin, Treasurer, Real Property and Personal Tax Rolls for 1851, Dane Series 328, Wisconsin Historical Society Archives.

30 Mollenhoff, Madison, 128.

! Dane County, Wisconsin, Register of Deeds, Deed books, 46:106.

# “Dreath of Hon. Nathaniel W, Dean.”

33 Dean served on the Board of chenls from 1849 to 1867. See The University qf‘%&mrm}z Alwmni Dirsfﬂ?‘my, 1849-1919 (Madison: Univcrsily of
Wisconsin, 1921}, vi7i; University of Wisconsin Digital Collections: hup://digital. library. wisc.edu/1711.dlI/UW.AD 18491919

3 The Dean home was removed in 1870 to make way for the Park Hotel, of which Dean was one of the major stockholders. See “Main and Carroll
Streets Intersection,” Image 38286, Wisconsin Historical Images: www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi

» Mrs. W. E [Margaret] Allen, “The University of Wisconsin Soon After the Civil War,” Wisconsin Magazine of History 7 (September 1923): 20. The
UW president’s home once stood on the northeastern corner of Park and Langdon sureets. The “Clinic” referenced by Mrs. Allen was the former
L‘)lin ]10[].5!':, Wllich was lzll.cd to Hl'il_kﬁ'. Wa}’ fof CO[]S[TU(‘liOH 0( [11(‘. Mﬁlllol‘ia.l Ul‘liol‘l.

#* Dane County, Wisconsin, Register of Deeds, Deed Books, 112:382-83.

¥ Madison City Directory, ...1883-84 (Madison: Donnellon & Kain, 1883}, 85; Mudison City Directory, ... 1886-87 (Madison: W. Hogg & Co.,
1886), 49. University of Wisconsin Digital Collections: http://digital. library.wisc.edu/ 171 1.dl/WI.MadisonLocHist

* Dane County, Wisconsin, Register of Deeds, Deed Books, 129:39.
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Figure 5a

Harriet Morrison Dean (b. 1829), photographed ca. 1860. She and her husband, Nathaniel W. Dean, formerly owned
the city lot on which the Wisconsin Union Theater now stands. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society Image [D # 38152,
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Figure 5b

Nathaniel Dean (1817-1880), Madison business leader, land speculator, and politician.
Source: Wisconsin Historical Society Image 1D # 37789.
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Figure 6

The former UW President’s House, located on the northeast corner of Park and Langdon streets, shortly before its
demolition in 1938 to make way for construction of the Wisconsin Union Theater. Source: UW-Madison Archives.

1884 and 1886. The Bross family had moved there by 1886 (Figure 6).* Their sojourn was short-lived,
however. On July 27, 1887, the Board of Regents acquired the Bross property, which became the
official residence of the university’s president.*’ The first president to occupy the house was Thomas C.
Chamberlin, who lived there until his resignation in 1892.% His successor, Charles Kendall Adams, and
his wife, Mary, took up residence after Chamberlin’s departure. President Charles R. Van Hise and his
family moved into the executive residence after his election in 1903. They were to live there for 15
years, until Van Hise died in November 1918.%

3 The Madison city directory for 1883-84 records the residence of Charles E. Bross as 29 E. Gorham. In the 1886-87 directory , the Brosses’
home address was 772 Langdon. When the Memorial Union was complcmd in 1928, its street address was 770 Langdon. In 1967, city officials
implemented changes to Madison’s numbering system, and the street address of the Memorial Union became 800 Langdon. See memorandum
from Dhale Brostrom, Wisconsin Union Assistant Director and Business Manager, to All Who Receive Mail at the Wisconsin Union, June 12,
1967, Wisconsin Union Archives.

# Dane County, Wisconsin, Register of Deeds, Deed Books, 135:226.

# At the dme of his resignation, Chamberlin received a visit from his neighbor and colleague, E. A. Birge. Years later, Birge recalled, “He was
sitting on the back porch—it was in summer—and I asked him how he felt. He said, ‘Dr. Birge, I feel as if abour six large elephants had gotten off
my back and had gone off down there into the woods.”™ See “Recollections of Prof. T. C. Chamberlin—Oral Statement by Dr. E.A. Birge, at
Madison, Wis., Dec. 18, 1928,” in T. C. Chambetlin Papers, Beloit College Archives, Beloit, WI.

4 Maurice M. Vance, Charles Richard Van Hise: Scientist Progressive (Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1960}, 69.
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Although the president’s house was somewhat removed from downtown Madison in the late
1880s, it was not the only home on Block 2 at that time. A few empty lots to the east, at 744
Langdon, stood the modest frame house of Edward A. and Anna G. Birge. At the time, Birge was a
zoology professor; he later became dean of the College of Letters and Science, president of the
university, and a world-renowned authority on fresh-water lakes. Birge had acquired part of Lot 5 on
May 5, 1882, and presumably built a home soon thereafter.* Birge owned this property for the next
40 years. In 1922, the Wisconsin State Journal described the neighborhood in the early 1880s:

The {Birge | house...was practically isolated. Next to it, where the University YMCA
now stands, was a grove of trees, and a small wooden house occupied the ground where
the gymnasium annex was built. The intervening space was used for pasture. A carpenter
lived in a little frame house, almost directly opposite, on the lower campus. A grove of
wrees then took the place of the historical library which was not built unul 1896. Almost
a block away at Lake and Langdon stood two brick houses which stll remain. On the cast
side of Lake street, a machine shop occupied the place of present fraternity houses. The
university, at this time, was but slightly developed. Old Science hall, which was the only
university building on that side of campus, burned the next year#

The “machine shop” northeast of the intersection of Lake and Langdon streets was the Madison
Manufacturing Company, the most recent occupant of the site originally developed in 1853 by
Daniel Gorham, the sawmill operator. In the 1860s, Gorham’s sawmill had been converted into a
foundry, the Mendota Agricultural Works. Under the ownership of E. W. Skinner, the plant
manufactured grain drills and reapers, in addition to such products as the Climax Sugar Cane Mill
and Cook’s Evaporators. During the Civil War, a workforce of 50 was employed there.” In 1865,
Skinner took on a new partner, Samuel D. Hastings, who had just retired as Wisconsin state
treasurer. Hastings lived across from the factory in a brick house at the southwest corner of Langdon
and Lake streets. In 1869, Skinner and Hastings organized the Madison Manufacturing Company,
produced well drilling equipment, sorghum mills, and steam engines over the next three decades.*

In the 1880s, as the Bross and Birge families were building their genteel homes on Block 2,
the neighborhood below College Hill was dominated by the smoke-belching Madison
Manufacturing Company (Figure 7). If not for the proximity of the university, the lakeshore may
well have continued to develop into an industrial sector. As it turned out, Madison’s economic
climate did not favor the proliferation of heavy industry; and as the decade progressed, the Madison
Manufacturing Company began sliding towards obsolescence. In 1889, the company hired a
surveyor to subdivide the factory site into 12 building lots, with an access to Lake Street created via
Mendota Court.”” The chapter house of Delta Tau Delta, a temperance fraternity, arose in 1892 atop
the former factory site at 616 Mendota Court.*®

The Olins and the Raymers

Meanwhile, prominent local attorney John M. Olin had acquired land in 1881 adjoining the Birge

4 Dane Cr)un[y, Wisconsin, chistc".r of Deeds, Deed Books, 117:572.

ke "Birgﬁ' Home, Union Site, Built in 1883,” Wisconsin Stute fourﬂ.ﬁ[, May 21, 1922. Wisconsin Historical Socicly, Local His[or}’ and
Biography Articles: www.wisconsinhistory.org/wlhba/

4 Smith, “Histery of Madison,” 29.

4 Frank D. Winkley, “Early Industrial Development; A Story of Progress in Madison,” Wisconsin State Journal, June 25, 1936.

47 Dane County, Wisconsin, Register of Deeds, “Madison Manufacturing Company’s Replat of a Part of Lots 1, 2, 3, & 4, Block 3, City of
Madison,” Plat Book A. The plat was recorded on June 14, 1889.

8 Carol Lohry Cartwright, The Lzmga’nn Street Historic District: A %lking Tour (Madison: City of Madison, 1986), 27.
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Figure 7

Detail from 1885 panoramic map of Madison, showing future site of Memorial Union and Terrace. The house at the
northeast corner of Park and Langton [Langdoen] streets, then occupied by Charles and Nancy Bross, was acquired by the
university in 1887 for use of the president. At right is the Madison Manufacturing Company foundry.

Source: Library of Congress, American Memory map collection.

property on the west (Figure 8).” Olin, who had been a classmate of E. A. Birge at Williams College,
was a prominent local attorney who later joined the UW law faculty and became president of the
Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association.” His wife, Helen Remington Olin, was a UW alumna
and a staunch advocate of coeducation.’® Several years were to pass before the Olins moved to 766
Langdon Street, however (Figure 9).”” Their tasteful home, which stood directly east of the UW

# Dane County, Wisconsin, Register of Deeds, Deed Books, 114:471. John M. Olin and Arthur L. Sanborn bought lots 2 and 3 and the west
half of lot 4 on April 18, 1881.
* Olin was an instructor on the law faculty from 1885 to 1887. In 1894, he rejoined the faculty as a lecturer on real

property, wills and torts. See “Death Relieves Lawyer of Long, Painful Illness,” Wisconsin State Journat, December 8, 1924.
5! Helen R. Olin, “Segregation,” Wisconsin Alumni Magazine 9 (May 1908): 311-15; “The Under-Graduate Women of Wisconsin,” Wisconsin
Alumni Magazine 10 (December 1908): 127-130; “Marriage of College Women,” Wisconsin Alumni Magazine 11 (November 1909): 56-57.
52 The Madison city directory for 1886-87 shows John M. Olin’s residence as 636 N. Frances. The 1888-89 edition records Olins address as
766 Langdon.
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Figure 8

Property owners, 1880-1905, City Block 2 (future site of the Memorial Union and Terrace).
Source: Wisconsin Union Marketing Department, based on sketch map by Susan Haswell.

president’s house, was built in 1887.% It would have given the Olins ready access to the campus and
its carriage drives, which at that time extended west from College Hill and across the grounds of the
agricultural experiment farm (Figure 10).

A few years after moving to Langdon Street, the Olins welcomed another pleasure drive
enthusiast, George Raymer, to the neighborhood (Figure 11). Raymer’s wife, Frances Bradley
Raymer, bought property directly east of the Olins’ in July 1889.%* At the time, George Raymer was a
major shareholder in the Madison Democrat and also served on the UW Board of Regents, of which
he subsequently became president.”® Construction of the Raymers’ impressive Queen Anne-style
home, deemed “one of the most beautiful in the city,” was underway by the end of 1889.°° In
addition to their residence at 752 Langdon Street, the Raymers also owned a farm a few miles to the

¥ “The Building Boom,” Wisconsin State Journal, December 23, 1887.

* Dane County, Wisconsin, Register of Deeds, Deed Books, 135:565. On July 19, 1889, John and Helen Olin sold the east half of Lot 3 and
the west eleven-twelfths of Lot 4 to Frances B. Raymer for $5,030.

33 “Deeaths,” Wisconsin Alumni Magazine 22 (August 1921): 247,

36 “A Good Sh()wing: Resume of the Building Opcralions in the Cily of Madison for the Year 1889,” Wisconsin St{inf_,’aﬂrﬂ{;l, December 7,
1889.
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Figure 9

John and Helen Olin House at the time of the Memorial Union site dedication, November 11, 1925. Sign at 