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Vienna, Va. 

May 19, 1952 

Dear Professor Hickey, 

My long delay in replying to your very good letter of 
last October has not been due to neglect. At the time it came I 
was making a slow recovery from an operation, and then in January 
came the terrible shock of our eldest son, Ward, BFr's death - 
sudden and wholly unexpected - from a coronary occlusion. 

Only recently have I regained the energy to start the formi- 
dable job of resorting books, papers, etc. that had to be stored 
while we were getting resettled in a small house. and most fortunate- 
ly I recently located Aldo's file of the Pine Cone and - mirabile 
dictu, my own. I am mailing Aldo's set by insured parcel post 
to you, as I am not sure of Stella Leopold's present address, and I 
hope you will be kind enough to see that it gets safely into her 
hands. 

pnd an effort a couple of years agofto sift Aldo's articles 
from my own; but the time lapse is too great to permit doing so except 
in a relatively few cases. Those were exhuberant days, as you so 
well put it; and the Pine Cone oo many happy experiences 
when Aldo and I were scaling the heights together. 

: After many formidable interruptions I have been able at last 
to get down to the systematic writing of my book on evolution from 

the ecological standpoint. The scientific logic of the orthodox evo- 
lutionists has long been overdue for a drastic overhauling, and that 
is what I am boldly - and I think successfully - doing. It is a 
prodigious and fascinating task, which is going to keep me fully oc- 
cupied for another year at least. 

I was delighted to hear of the honors paid to Stella 
Leopold by the Natural Resources Association of Wisconsin. Please 
give her my affectionate greetings. And I send to you and your col- 
leagues in the Department mySbest wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

Professor Joseph J. Hickey. ) §
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Mr. Aldo Leopold, 
Vadison,wWis. 

Dear Aldo:- 
Received the copy of your letter to Sherman. 

Expect him here tomorrow and will give him your file then if 
| he wants it. ; 

‘ I enclose the penciled list of the Cones I made 
when I first received them. I intended to write you at thet 
time ,thanking you and calling your attention to the apparent 
missing numbers. [I arranged them in order as soon as I opened 

: the package and made this list at that time. You may know about 
g these missing numbers,or they may not have been issued at all. | 

I am very sorry I did not keep a file of them myself. Yours are 
probably the only ones now in existence and certainly should be 
cherished. 

: I note yorr list of the original group and think that 
you have included a number of names who did not come in until a 

; later date. I am positive that Pettit,Sisk and Baldridge were 
not with us when Hornaday was here. I dont think Jamie was and 

| think you have forgotten Don Rankin. My brother and I took poor 
Jamie on the first hunt he ever had. He wanted to see what this 
sport was that would make us stop playing tennis when the dove 
season opened. 

Sure wish you were here now and for the next year as 
I am very strongly of the opinion that we are facing a BAD | 
political. crisis and are in grave danger of losing nearly all the 
ground gained in the last ten years. It sure dont look good and 
we have been sailing along so smoothly that it is mighty hard 
to make the sportsmen realize the present danger. Neblit has 
taken the attitude of tearing the whole thing down unless he can 

control it himself. ong: Vig 
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