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You do not need to be a Customer to receive by Post FREE

A COPY of my NEW ILLUSTRATED 30-PAGE C‘ATALOLrUF‘ of Beekeepers” Supplies.
Just send us your name and address, and if yon know anyoue else who keeps bees near you
send his also, and a copy will be sent. We expect to have them posted before the ‘end of this
month. ' If you do not receive one, send us a post-card. Kvery beekeeper should have ome. It
containg much valuable information for the beginner, and also describes how to use the different
appliances. Beekoepers of other colonies should send for it.  Everyone should have a copy.

Pouwltry Catalogue also Free.

| B, L., P2
k MANUFACTURER OF BEE-KEEPERS’ SUPPLIES,
WEST MAITLAND, N.S.W.

- Write for New Illustrated Catalogue Just Issued. Prices Reduced.

——0 S o

R, K K, ALLP

Mamufactcer § ¥ Beeheepers’ § Supplies,
Little Arthur Street, [N O RTH SYDNEY.

N.B.—Queen Excluder Ziuc? BEST ENGLISH MAKE, in sheets 8ft. x 3ft. just landing
5,8, Ophir,
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I have given up my Supply Business, and am devoting 4
all my tiine to Honey Producing and Queen Breeding.

T HAVE
Regular Shipments of Queens from America

Since I commenced breeding in 1884 I have procured bees from
almost all the large queen breeders in Australia, to get fresh
Y blood, and consequently T have a breed of bees which for honey
fl getting are equal to any in the world. My large number of
i =7 hives, and the fact that there is no other beekeeper within eight
—— miles enables me o get a very large percentage of queens purely
= mated. Out of 580 queens sent out last season over 80 per cent
proved pure.

You can have cither Doolittle or leather-coloured Ttalian Queens. M. Doolittle says that
the queen I am now breeding from was the best breeding queen he ever owned.

Untested Queen ...... . 75 6d, 4 for £1 Tested Queen., . coiveiaisy 158
Purely Mated Queen....10s Breeding Queen ........ 1
Wl BDR S H A LILsS

AV 2o WD AR 55 i J

GILENBROOKHK.
Largest Bee Farming Concern in Australia—&850 Hives.

St A M ERIC AN <o
Hiwves, Sections, and all kinds of
Bee Appliances

AN be furnished CHEAPER than any others. We make all goods of Latest Patterns and

Styles. -By clubbing your orders you can get goods from us at low rate of freight. and we

give you special low prices. Write to us for large Illustrated Catalogue and Price List, also a free

sopy of The American Beckeeper, a monthly paper. This House has been established 12 years, and
is the largest in the world, Address—

Tne W. T. FALCONER MANUFACTURING Coy !

JAMESTOWN, N.Y., U.S.A.

0 YOU WANT A REALLY 600D, CHEAP & USEFUL PAPER?]
THEN TRY THIS ONE! YOU CAN'T DO BETTERI

Its Articles are Short, Sharp and Practical.
00 ordinary pages condensed B g 2

-

A

Tor the Busy Practical Working Farmers of

nly Australasia.
2/6 Interesting & Insurnctive to the Wife and Children, ag well as the Father,
a Tear The Paper for every Home & Farm. It c¢laime your support.

£12 Issues,

Home & Farm Publishing Co., 249 Clarence St., Sydney.

With dustralion Bee Bulletin, ¥s per annwm
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Garly Queens from Queens-Land,

)

NOW READY,— Beautiful Untested Italian Queens, also fine young Tested Queeus, raised
last Autumn. Send along your orders at once and secure the advantage of vigorous Italian blood
for the entire season. Queens sent post free, and safe arrival guaranteed fo all parts of Austra-
lasia. During last season I lost only one queen out of 600 sent in my Benton eage, which T
believe is a record that has not been excelled in the world. I have also mailed queens to America
with entire suceess.

I have been breeding Ttalian bees since 1893, and by carcful sclection of the best Home bred
stock, and constant importations ‘of the best stock fo be obtained from the prineipal dealers in
America and Italy, have now a strain that for business and beauty is excelled by none. I can
furnish scores of testimonials received from all parts of Australasia, regarding queens sent ouf
during last season. ;

Carniolans T imported in 1892, and they have since been dispatched to all parts of the colonjes,
That they haye come to stay is proved by the many flattering reports I have received in regard to

them. All the Carniolan Queens I send out are raised from best imported stock, and mated to
Ttalian drones.

one three five ten
Untested Ttalian Queens . 5= 13/~ 20/~ 39/-
Tested 55 5 ¥ 8/- 22/6 35/ 67/6
Select Tested Breeding Queens  15/- 49/~ 66/ —
Carni-Ttalian Queens o 4= 13/- 20/ 39/«

For Queens in larger quantities write for special prices. Send at once for New Tllustrated
Catalogue of Beckeepers’ Supplies.  Post free. Contains over 60 illustrations and much useful

informution. :
Honey Producing Plants, &c.

Hrvwaravan Raseserry.—This is a recent introduction of the @land Acelima-

, tisation Society. Itis ome of the best honey plants I am acquainted with, and

i comes into bloom at a very good time—end of winter and early spring. It attains

> a height of about 10ft., and with its tenacious thorns and dense growth; forms a
hedge that neither marsupial nor biped will penetrate. Fruit also is delicious.

[ : Rooted plants, post free 2s; 3 for 5s; 6 for 9s; Choko plants, 1s each, post

w  1ree 3 for 2s 6d. ‘
Fresh Spider Plant and Japanese Buckwheat, 6d per packet.

g Rock Melons—The following fine varieties 6d per packet:—Hmerald Gem,
r_ Banana and Montreal Nutmeg. ;

Water Melons—Mixed packets containing several first-class varieties, such. as
Kolb’'s Gem, Boss, Delaware and others, 6d per packet.

Drsmcrors Gourp.—This flowers profusely, and the bees are constantly work-
ing on them. The following from an American catalogue describes it exactly :—

_ ‘* A natural dishcloth and a most .admirable one is furnished by the peculiar
lining of this fruit, which is sponge-like, porous, elastic and durable. Many ladies
- prefer this disheloth to any prepared by art. The fruit grows about 18in. in

: length, and the vine is very ornamental, producing clusters of yellow blussoms in
pleasing contrast with the silvery-shaded, dark green foliage. The dried interiors
of these gourds have already become an article of commerce.” Per packet 6d.

Five packets of any of above seeds, 2s; 10 packets, 3s. 6d.

H. L. JONES, Goodna, Queensland.

sasrmn
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Root’s 10inch Foundation Mill :

FOR SALE—£4.
NEARLY NEW.

R. H. JERVIS,
MOSS VALE. :

The Garden and Field

IS_ an Illustrated Paper, published on the first
of each month, dealing with all matters re=
lating to Garden, Orchard, Vineyard, Farm,
Dairy, Livestock, Poultry, Bees, Rural Indus-

tries, &o.

Subscription—=6s a year.
GRENFELL STREET, ADELAIDE, 8.A.
Send for a Sample Copy.

~ The [ndustrial Journai

Is 'a Monthly Magazine devoted to Manufactures,
Mining, Agriculture and Trade.

£ A Medium for the Sale and Purchase of
all kinds of Machinery.

Largest cireulation of any journal of its kind in

the Colonies. A leading feature is the free ]
‘\.
s
L
o
-

advertising of any machinery, mining plant, &c.
for sale in any part of the colony.

Subscriptions 23 6d per annum, Specimen copy
fres on receipt of name and address.

Publishing Office : 298 George-st., Sydney

Hunter River Bee-Keepers’
Association.

MONTHLY MEETINGS.

, TUESDAY, AUGUST 147, 1
Save your copies of the A. Bug TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18ta.  {,
Burreriy. Send to us and we will bind TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16tH.

them for you for 3s 6d. ; 4
. E. TrepER. C. MANSFIELD, Hon. Sec.
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Master Charles Hatcher, North Shore,
writes : —Seeing that you amswer ques-

. tions, will you kindly answer a few for

me. This is my first year at beekeeping,
so I do not know very much about it.
I suppose that I am nearly your young-
est subscriber, being just 17 years old.
It is not a pastime that most boys would
take an interest in;: in fact in England
fow grown-up persons took any interest
in it in the part that I came from
(Devonshire.) But to my question. I
have just made one Langstroth frame
observatory hive (of glass) but before I
put the bees in I should like to know if
it is necessary fo cover them up, or if
they can work as well in the dark; also
if I can keep them shut in for any length
of time, if so, forhow long. Tonly have
one hive, which I bought in a box hive
last March, sinee which they have gath-
ered nearly 151bs. of honey, which T be-
lieve is very good for the winter. I did
not know till a little while ago that I
ought to have fed them. I changed

g them into a Root dovetailed hive two
days after T had them, and I like the
" hive very well, and unless you can re-

commend a better one I shall always
Can you tell me
whether Pimento is a good noney plant,
as in atout a month there will be hun-
dreds of trees in one mass of flowers
about here. I shall have to mainly
depend on the gardens around here, as
there are not many trees of any kind
avound here. I am eagerly waiting for
your next issue, and hope that it will
be as interesting #s the last.

[We are very pleased at receiving your letter,
and to find one so young taking such an interest
in bees. Re keeping them covered up the natural
state in the hive is darkness, sc we should de-
cidedly keep them covered as much as possible.
In cold climates, in winter time, bees sometimes
don't fly out for months; but unless absolutely

) necessary to keep them closed for such a time we

shounld not do so. A few days cannot hurt them
much. The Root dovetailed hive is a very good
one. Will some of our readers inform us about
the pimento.

During the month of April, £2,100
worth of honey was imported into the
United Kingdom.

[Jury 28, 1894

R.J. W., Gundowring, writes:—As I
am starting a lemon orchard I shall feel
obliged if you would in your next num-
ber tell me |what seed I might sow and
when, of plants that I might put in be-
tween the lemon plants that would be be-
neficial to the bees and not greatly ex-
haust the soil. The lsmons will be
planted av distances of 25 feet.—[ Buck-
wheat will answer the purpose as well
as anything. |

‘The New Zeaﬁhd Farmer,

READ THIS POPULAR AGRI-
CULTURAL JOURNAL.

It is practically the hand book of the New
Zienland Agriculturist,

It keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer’s
daily requirements, enabling him to utilise all
modern advantages within his reach,

The subjects dealt with cover the whal _eld
of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura, pur-
suits, and the legidlation affecting these several
industries. Its columns contain thoroughly
practical as well as scientifie information upon
all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the
Culrivation of Crops, Stock Breeding, and Man-
agement of Caittle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in
health and disease; Dairy Methods upon im-
proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including
the Suppression of Orchard Pests; Poultry
Rearing, Bpecial Industries, cte., ete., besides
critical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations
from every farming centre in the colony.

The ¢ New Zealand Farmer'* is the only paper
in the colony wholly devoted to the interests of
Farmers, Wool Growers, and Orchardists,

Subscription : Per annum, 123 6d posted in
advance, 10s.

Send your subseription through any Stationer
or direct to the
PUBLISHING OFFICE, Forr-s1., AUCRLAND,

— THE —

BLUE PENCIL MARK.

INDLY note if such is on the
wrapper of your 4. Bee Bulletin. Tt
means YOUR SUBSCRIPTION IS DUE
OR OVERDUE and stamps or a Post
Otfice order will be gladly accepted at
the office.
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THE AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTURIST

HE FARM, STATION AND HOME COM-
PANION, Published Monthly, is to be the
Monarch of the Country Press.
_ By OCirculation, force of character, and kind
influence, it will be made the foremost Agricul-
tural and Home Journal in Australia.
‘We Guarantee and Prove Circulation Monthly
g]xegeda 10,000 Copies ; Yearly reaches 130,000
Oples.

he Enterprising Advertiser must be with us.

PUBLISHING OFFICES :
SYDNEY, 298 George Sireet
BRISBANE, 26 Queen Street.

Send for the New

| _T@E am:—ﬁfjm

—

CONTAINING a large number of valuable
HONEY RECIPES,
Both for Cookery and Medicine

First page for sender’s advertisement. The

remaining three pages for recipes.
Price—£1 per 1,000, post free.
E. TIPPER,

Australian  Bee  Bulletin
West Maitland

Office,

CONSULT US.

NHOULD you have a doubt on any
b matter in your apiary, or wish for any
information, do not hesitate to write us,
enclosing a 2d stamp. We will reply to
our hest per return, and give questions |
and answers in the following numbers of l

the A.B.B.

CONTENTS.

Bee-keepers’ Union,.... AR il e
The Gotvention =« iU los et el
Co-operative Honey Co..... R 82
Aurionltmal Gagelte bt v s il el s TR 82
Rpecinl SHbISEE (10 s e sl s @ sebintie e 83
Quesbions ..., ove.uenenss i S et et
Controlling the Honey Market «...v.uev0. 86
Daw | Zenband b T ali Sl oo 87
Thne English Market .ouiuobscnosssasinss 90
N.S,W. Bee-keepers’ Convention......... . 91
More Good Words. ... coresssevrss IRl 11 )
Convention Group .......esesssss A e
Mr, John Smith, Goodna...... A e R ALY
Mr. Potersen’s Hive .i....uscssssssnsess 103
Stray NObeR T S el 6 e aleiae 103
Bravo Adstralin: sl e s s B0
Prospectus Honey Supply Co. ..... A (Ut
Paragraphs v UG Uioo Vil S et 108
NOTICE.

All Communications must reach th®
office mnot later than the 20th of each
month to appear in that month’s issue.

Scale of Prices for Advertisements =

IN THE *1

" JUSTRALIAN * BEE # BULLETIN.

HALF PAGE, per annum, £5; half-year, £3; J
per quarter, £1 15s.

QUARTER PAGE—per annum, £3; half-year N
£1 158 ; per quarter, £1.

EIGHTH PAGE—per annum, £1 15s; per
half-year, £1 ; per quarter, 12s.

| SINGLE INSERTION —first inch, 3s. 6d.: 4

succeeding, 2s. 6d. '
If booked, 10 p.c. extra added to above vales. |
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A JOURNAL DEVOTED TO BEEKEEPING.

MAITLAND, N.S.W —JULY 28, 1894,

5T the Annual Meeting of the N.S.W.
Beekeepers’ Union it was unani-
mously resolved to change the name

to the National Beekeepers’ Association.

The President chosen for the year is the

Rev. John Ayling, the Presbyterian min-
ister in charge of Pitt Town. As many
of our friends in the other colonies might
be curious to know something of the New
Seuth Wales beekeepers’ president, we
may state he was born in Surrey, Eng-
land, in 1825. He arrived in South Aus-
tralia in 1849. After spending about
_ thirfeen years in that colony he removed
Goulburn in New South Wales in

& 532, Eight years later Mr Ayling went

to Port Macquarie. 1873 found the Rev.
gentleman in Scone, where he remained
for twelve years. He again removed to
Pitt Town in 1885, taking charge of Pitt
Town and Ebenezer, at which latter place
stands the oldest complete church edifice
in the Southern Hemisphere. Hehas al-
ways had a strong inclination for agri-
cultural, horticultural, and floricultural
pursuits, aud possesses a practical know-
ledge of each subject. While acquainted
with beekeeping under the old style, for
nine years he has made the new a study,
partly as a relaxation from his pastoral
work, and very largely pro bono publico,
knowing, he says, the necessity of utilis-
ing all resources in order to make a liv-
ing, and that example is better than pre-
cept. To introduce any new method of
working at an old occupation. is always
a difficult thing in rural districts. He has
been tolerably successful in the various
departments of apiculture, and commends
it as a particularly interestiny study and
diversion from the usual routine of a
country life. It will, he says, pay ex-
penses, and that cannot be said of all

hobbies. Af one time had 70 hives, but
want of time compelled him to reduce
the number.

One of, if not the most important officer
of any institution is the secretary. If he
is a real live man things hum. If not—
well the least said the better perhaps.
We have every reason to believe the
present secretary Mr H. R. Whittell, to
be a real live one. Although not a bee-
keeper he has had good scientific train-
ing, having passed as an officer in the
Mercantile Marine, spent several years in
surveying in the then almost unknown
north-western portion of New South
Woales; he is a member of the Council
of the Linnean Society of New South
Wales, and one of the founders and sec-
retary of the National Horticultural and
Pomological Society. He has been ap-
pointed one of the delegates to represent
New South Wales in the Australasian
Fruitgrowers’ Convention at Mildura, in
August, and it is his intention at the
same time to visit South Australia and
Tasmania. While doing so, he writes
us, he will inquire into the state of the
apicultural industry as well as the fruit
industry. We feel assured when ho re
turns to New South Wales after this
trip, the beekeepers there will hear from
him.

—_— -
Posstery the most important work done
at the late Convention in Sydney was the
initiation of a Co-operative Honey Supply
Co. Limited. We are told by so ne that
such has not succeeded in other places.
If such was the case there must have been
fault in the constitution or the directors.
But co-operative societies have succeeded
and are prospering to ourimmediate par-
sonal knowledge. And the prospectus
in another part of thisissueis formulated
on the same bases as those successtul co-
operative societies. Not only so, but the
gentlemen who are on the provisional di-
rectorate have been the promoters and
for years among the leading men in ¢ir-
rying on those suczessful co-operative so-
cieties. One, the Maitland Co-operative
Baking Society, has been in existence
over twenty-five years. The Sydney
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Farmers and Dairymens’ Milk Company
is another complete success. Many others
could be named. Honey producers should
remember, not only throughout the
colonies but in the United States the fotal
production of houney for every
man, woman and child for the year 1893
W& ONLY ABOUT ONE POUND PER HEAD!
Householders round Sydney have
nearly ceased to buy honey believing
they could get only ¢ made-up stuff !
The honey with the labels of afew well-
knewn apiaries always sells. The honey
of the Co-operative Honey Supply Co.
will always sell. The honey consump-
tion must increase. Read Mr Patten’s
paper elsewhere, Note, in the prospectus
honoy suppliers get larger dividends than
non-suppliers. It is truly co-operative,
no one can have more than fen shares or
one vote. Aud of the provisional diree-
tors and secretary (Mr J. Trahair) we can
only say they have ever proved them-
selves worthy of all trust that could be re-
posed in them. The existance, too, of
the Co-oparative Supply Co. will also bet-
ter the position of the worthy middleman
—for tneve are such, It will regulate
prices, and be a strong big brother to
back him up in all that affects the mar-
keting of honey. We conclude by say-
ing it is the duty of every honey pro-
duger in New South Wales to take shares
in it, and the duty of every beekeeper in
the uther colonies to watech and i copy.
120 shares were taken up by the com-
mittee alone,

Woe have a large supply of “ Hopking’
Australasian Bee Manuals” to hand,
whish we shall be pleased to forward post
free on receipt of 6s. 6d. postal notes.

This issue we are unavoidably com-
pelled to delay a week later than the
rogular date of issue, the 23rd. It will
however come out on its proper date next
month.

The dgricultural Gavette, issued by the
Government of New South Wales, has all
its matter copy-righted. Our best thanks
F~=ever, are due to the Department for

their kind permission to us to copy any
articles that may be of use to our readers.
‘We purpose availing ourselves of this
privilege more fully in our next issue.

The New South Wales Agricultural
Gazette for July contains two arficles of

reat interest to beekeepers. One, by W.
M‘Donald, forester, is entitled, “Our
Timber Trees and Forest Culture,”
gives a description of the qualities and
uses of the various timbers, complains
bitterly of the wanton destruction, sug-
gests ways of preserving and replanting,
gives an accouni of what is dons
in Fogland, Germany, France, and other
couatrios ; explains the pernicious effects
of ringbarking in floods and droughts,
and has the following pertinent remarks :
—<Indeed it appears that our colonial
timbers are eminently adapted for almost
all the uses to which timber is applied,
and while strongly advocating the intro-
duction of foreign trees such as may be
found usetul and suited to our soils and
climate, our own native trees appear to
be generally of mors importancs.” The
other paperis by F. R. Guthrie, on * Aus-
tralian Honey,” It contains the results
of analysis of eleven samples of honey,
three of which were adulterated, one
being only slightly flavored with
honey. We might here state that
at the request of the Convention Mr J. W.
Pender gave Mr Gathrie some samples of
very fine Eaglish honey, which Mr
Guthrie promised to analyse in order to
show what difference exists hetween it
and Australian honey.

SPECIAL SUBJECT & QUES-

TION FOR AUGUST.

Special Subject—What are the bees
now gathering honey from in your own
immediate vicinity ¥ We want a real lot
of short pithy replies to this.

Question 25.—(By Thos. R. O’Grady,
Grafton)— Whether is the mild bee that
seldom uses the sting, or the intractable
one that is a bit vengeful, the more pro-
fitable to keep ?

A T R
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SPECIAL SUBJECT FOR
JULY,
EARLY SPRING MANAGEMENT,

J. D. G, CADDAN, Windsor.

Much I think depends on weather. At all
times though make a careful examination of each
colony to see if sufficient stores, and also if eggs
or brood. If both latter wanting, be sure queen
is in the hive, and if she is found, stimulate by
uncapping honey (if present) a little every few
days, but if no honey feed on good thick warm
syrup. Be careful as to spreading brood too
much, I prefer stimulating to spreading brood,
and I do not like uniting weak colonies, See
that floor boards are clean, and if water not
handy provide some for in-breeding—bees re-
quire moisture. Keep water fresh and clean,
Supering is important after you secure plenty of
bees, and have increasing colonies and plenty of
eggs and brood in all stages.

Gro. COLBOURNE, Juxsr., Cave Creek.

The time of year that our honey flow commences
should rule the spring management of our bees,
And to know when our harvest will begin, we
should have a thorough knowledge of our locality,
and also the time of year that each kind of tree
and herb commences to flower, and then work
80 as'to have our hives running over with bees
at the commencement of the honey flow. Lo
attam this I find tue following method the
best :

As soon as the bees are bringing in pollen
freely, I examine each hive to see that they all
have good queens and plenty of stores. If any
are found queenless, I give them one at once, it
possible. And if any are short of honey, I give
them some. The best way to do this is to hang a
few combs full of sealed honey thut was kept
over from last year for the purpose. I now
remove all the coinbs in which there is no brood,
crowdiug the bees on as few frames as they can
cover, from end to end and from top to bottom
of the frames, using a plain division board
(or dummy) at the side of the bees.

Any frames having honey in them, I hang on
the ocher side of the dummy, so as the bees can
carry the honey over as needed, and treat all the
colonies in the same way, crowding the bees on
as few frames as possible. Thus erowding the
bees economises heat and stimulates brood
rearing.

In about a week’s time I again examine each
hive to see how brood rearing is progressing.
1f the frames on the sides of the eluster are not
filled to the corners with brood, [ place them in
the ce ntre, putting the ones from the centre on
the sides, In this way we get all the frames full
of brood. If in this examination I find the bees
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in any hive clustering on the other side of the
division board, I give them one or two empby
combs. as I see they can occupy.

At the end of a week I again open the hives,
and see if the queen is crowded for room, If
bees are on the other side of the division board,
I give them more empty combs, always placing
them in the centre of the brood nest, as by so
doing the queen will fill them with eggs befors
the bees store any honey in them.

Never give more frames than the bees cover,
as the end that we are aiming to reach is a lot of
frames filled solid with worker brood, and not a
lot of frames with a small patch of brood in the
centre of each, as is too often the case where
the bees are loft to their ““ own sweet will.’’

I now examine the hives often, as there is
great number of bees hatching daily, and when
working on this ‘“high pressure” plan, we
want to give the queen more empty combs the
moment she requires them,

As soon as the strongest colonies have ten
Gallup frames full of brood, I take two of the
frames from which I can see the young bees
gnawing out in great numbers, and shake the
bees off them, and then carry the two frames
o a colony having but six frames of brood. This
makes them equally strong, also give two frames
of empty comb to the eolony from which I took
the hatching brood, Should I find any hive
with less than ten Gallup frames filled with
brood, I go to several of my strongest colonies
and take one or two frames of hatching brood
and adbering bees from them and place them in
the weak colony (of course making sure that I
do nos take a queen along with them). I prefer
taking only one frams of brool and bees from
each hive (unless they are very strong), other-
wise we perceptibly weaken such colonies. Al-
ways give frames full of emupty comb in the place
of the frames of brood that you take away In
this way none of the colonies appear any wealker,
while at the same time our weak ones are built
up to strong colonies. If we as apiarists were to
devote our best energies to gefting all our
colonies to be equally strong at the commence~
ment of the honey flow we would hear fur less
complaints of some colonies gathering twenty,
thirty and forty pound of surplus, whilst other
colonies in the same yard went up into the
huudreds of pounds. I wish to say right hore
that with black bees it is almost impossible ‘o
have all colonies of the one strength, but the
Italians it is easily accomplished if we work
along the lines I have laid down in the above.
When our brood chambers are full of brood and
bees no time should be lost in putting on our
surplus boxes or extracting supers (that is if
honey is coming in, as it should be by this time)
if ywe do not desire swarming. [ would take
half of the frames from the broud chamber,
preferably those containing the most hatehing
brood, and place them in the extracting super,
giving the bees frames of empty comb in place
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of them ; or if you have not combs enough give
full sheets of foundation, The queen is to be left
in the brood nest, put on a queen excluding
honey board, and set the upper story containing
the frames of hatching brood and adhering bees
upon the honey board ; leave them for a few days
and then give them sufficient number of empty
combs to fill the super. = You will want to look
at the frames containing brood that was pub in
the super, as quite a number of queen cells will
sometimes be started. Destroy all cells unless the
brood was from a really good queen, when if
you need a few good queens you may save them,
transferring them a few days before the queen
will hatech, to nuclei or queen nurseries. In
conclusion I would say that if any of the
brothers or sisters know of a betfer plan of
spring management, T hope they will give it o
the readers of the A.P,B., remembering the
injunction, ¢ Freely y¢ have received, freely
give.”’

MANAGEMENT - OF WEAK
COLONIES.

Written for the American Bee Jowrnel.
BY @. M. DOOLITTLE.

As early in the spring as the bees can be
looked over, all of the weaker colonies T shut on
as few combs as they have brood in, using a
division board for contracting the hive. They
are now left until warm weather comes, being
sure that all have stores enough where they can
conveniently get at them to carry them until this
period. They are mow built up as rapidly as
possible by reversing the brood, ete., so that by
June 1st the best of them will have five frames
of brood, others four and so on down to one, for
the very weakest. As soon as the best has its
five frames filled with brood down to the
very bottom corners (and none are allowed more
combs until they have them thus filled), a frame
of hatching brood is given fo one having but
four frames, and an empty comb put in its pla-e.
In taking a frame of brood in this way I gener-
ally take all the becs there are on it right along,
only being sure that T do not get the queen, so
that all the young bees on this comb helps to
give strength to the next wealer.

In a few days a frame of brood and bees is
taken from each of these two five frame colonies
and given to the one with but three frames, and
so0 keep taking until all have five frames each.
Do not make the mistake and try to strengthen
the very weakest first as we are often told to do,
for by so doing from # to £ of the brood will
perish from cold. By the above plan we are
always safe and advancing warm weather is in
our favour also.

In afew days, after all have five frames of brood,
we are ready to unite, and if all has been done
as it should be, the uniting will be done about

the time white clover begins to yield honey
nicely.

To unite, look the frames over of No 1 until the
queen is found, when this frame having the queen
is put outside the hive. Now spread the frames
apart of No. 2, when the four frames of brood,
bees and all from No 1, are carried and placed in
each alternate space between the framesof No 2,
closing the hive. Return the frame having the
gueen on to No 1, placing beside it an empty
comb ; adjust the division board and the work is
done.

In two or three days put the sections on hive
No 2, or tier up for exfracting, and see what a
¢ pile of honey they will roll up.”” At the same
time place an empty frame between the two
filled ones in No 1, and in a few days you will
have a frame filled with as nice worker comb as
you ever saw. Nearly all the old bees carried to
No 2 will have returned by this time, so thab
No 1 is a splendid strong nucleus just right for
building nice, straight worker comb.

As soon as the first frame ie full of comb insert
two more empty frames between the three full
ones, and thus keep on until the brood chamber
is filled. If at any time they should start to
building drone comb, then use frames filled with
foundation, for this is the time foundation can
be used profitably. By {fall this colony will
be in good condition for winter, while No 2 will
have given three times the honey the two would
have done if left themselves, or had they baen
united in early spring.

QUESTIONS.

21. The best situation for an apiary, as re-
gards aspect, locality, shelter, and convenience
of working.

22. Is it necessary to specially prepare hives
for winter in any part of Australia? and what
preparation do you advise ?

23. What is the best arrangement of hives
and buildings for an apiary ?

24. 'What is the best manner of keeping the
ground around the hives, whether grass, clean
soil, ashes or otherwise.

‘W. S. Prerrer, Ingleburn.

21. The best of all sites for an apiary on New
England is in a cherry garden, north-eastern
aspect, open at north side to admit the sun, with
a good hedge on the other three sides. Cherry
trees require a well-deained soil; so do bees.
Bees require shade in summer, but all the sun
they can get in winter, hence the advantage of
placing under deciduous trees. Do not place
under large feuits, such as apples, pears, &o.,
because in falling they would jar the hives.
Forage—frait blossom, clover, and within easy
distance of forest reserve.

S

-



ol

"y

Juny 28, 1894

The Australian DBee Bulletin 85

24. Do not let grass grow around hives’
you may drop a queen and lose her. It is a
harbour for spiders. Cut the grass off with a
spade ; you can then sweep away any dead
bees, which falling among grass you could
uot do.

J. D. G. Ciopax, Windsor,

23. A good deal depends on plot and space.
If possible, extracting room in centre ; hives as
convenient as possible, facing one direction, and
casily seen from residence, so that swarms ean
be seen as soon as possible when they issue.

24. I prefer matural soil, and all grass and
weeds chipped down and kept clean.” A great
advantage if queens are clipped, for you can
see them without tronble, and no queens need
Le lost or trampled on when swarms come out.

GrEo. Jadus, GORDON.

23, I much prefer to arrange my hives in
pairs, with the entrances all facing east. I
allow 10 feet between the rows of hives, and 7
feet between each pair; this allows plenty of
room, and takes up far less space than if hives
were placed singly, The whole apiary is ar-
ranged in a square, with honey house at one
corner and workshop at rear ; thus when work-
ing one glance takes in the whole yard, in fact
everything is always under your eye.

24. At present my hives are arranged on
bricks flat on the ground, and I keep the grass
down with a Dutch hoe on a wet day when no
bees are out, or elte on a good frosty morning ;
but if I change I shall certainly make all stands
of concrete, making them at least Gin. larger
than the bottom boards as to width, but 12in.
ab front, sloping to the ground. To keep down
the grass arcund the hives use salt; sprinkie
it on the grass of a dewy morning, and the sun
will kill it down.

R. Maxgin, Cowra.

23.—1I don’t think that there is any hard and
fast rule, as situation and circumstances are first
principles, but what I like best is to have the
.hives in rows on the side of a gentle slope, and
my buildings on the low side. In the first place,
while I am working, fixing hives, &e., I can see
the whole apiary, and thus secure more swarms.
And while extracting it is a little further to carry
the combs, but I am not so much troubled with
bees after the water that I have washed the ex-
tractor, &c.; by carrying it a few yards it runs
clean away from me, and thus keeps everything
tidy.

24, T have tried the three plans, and adopt
the grass, for this reason—there are a good
many ants about me ; when 1 kept it nice and
clean around the hives I had a few swarms
killed by ants, and sinece I let the grass grow
the last season I did not lose one swarm. It is
not so attractive to a stranger, but I run my
bees for a profit. I started last season with 48
swarms ; made them up to 80, and extracted
10,2801bs. of honey.

W. S, Pexper, West Maitland,

23. The situation at your disposal will sug-
gest the best arrangement, so no fixed rule can
be laid down, but above all have the buildings
so arranged as to give the least possible labour
and distance in carrying combs, hives, &e., to
and fro. The house in the centre is often sug-
gested, but this does not permit of complete
oversight of all the hives from the one window,
If the hives are in rows, and these made to
radiate to the house, a tram line laid behind each
row, with a light truck running thereon, will
very much reduce labour.

24, Almost anything good enough if time and
muscle are spent in keeping in order; loose
carth causes dirty hives in wet weather. In a
permanent apiary conerete ought to be best; in
an out apiary muscle and sickle.

H. L. Joxes, Goodna, Queensland.

23. I prefer the hives arranged in straight
rows on the side of a hill, with the honey house
below the bottom row, and just about the centre.
A hcrse and cart can thus be taken right up to
the front entrance with very little risk from the
bees, but if located in the centre of the apiary,
as some advise, this cannot be done. The back
entrance of the honey house irom the apiary is
nearly level with the grounds, so that a wheel-
barrow of combs can be run rightinto the house.
About the middle of the room there is a drop in
the floor of 2ft. 6in., as deseribed on page 155 of
the ¢ Australasian Bee Manual.”’ The honey
extractors, &c., are arranged on the top floor,
and the honey runs direct into the strainers and
cans on the lower floor. The ground at the
front entrance is dug away, so that a cart can
be loaded almost level with the lower floor,
which saves a lot of heavy lifting. The above is
a description of the arrangement of my home
apiary and honey house.

24, —Would like to know. I have tried
cement, salt, sand, ant-bed, coal cinders, saw-
dust, chipping, &o., most of which are too ex—
pensive, or fail to accomplish the purpose, in
any apiary of any size. I have an abundance
of sawdust, which would do nicely, but for the
danger of taking fire, as a single spark from the
smoker is sometimes sufficient to ignite it, and
the worst of it is, it starts so slowly as to gen-
erally escape your observation. After losing a
couple of colonies in this manner, [ have dis-
carded it, and am again reduced to the old,
reliable reapinghook.

Joux Surre, Brisbane, Queensland.

21. Pre-supposes that the beekeeper can have his
own choice in the matter—and this appears to
me to be impossible in the majority of cases, and
g0 everyone has to tackle the problem according
to his own special surroundings. But if bee-
keeper is born lucky, and can have all his heart’s
desire, then, as regards aspect in Australasia,
let his hives fuce due north, have protection of
some sort (fence or bushes) on south and east.
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Site should be in a valley, not lying too low.
Have goed natural drainage—land sloping
gently to north. ¢ Locality’’—Where there is
plenty of maize and other pollen producing.
plants grown, and where there is a never failing
supply of the best honey. (If Ed. of A.B.B
can point out that particular spot he can do
more than I am able to do.) ¢ Couvenience of
working”’—Honey house should be as near south
centre as possible, 50 as to be out of direct line
of flight of bees.

23. Don’t know,

24. Keeping the ground clean and free from
weeds round hives is one of the every day trials
of a beekeeper.
cement, and that is too costly to cover a bee
yard with of any size. Sand is better than
ashes, and more easily kept clean of weeds.
Think that probably sea sand would do better
than anything else, only it is expensive, and the
public are not allowed to take it away. Ashes
are ugly, and weeds thrive in them amazingly.

Jxo. B. Masow, Tasmania.

24. While I can obtain clear sharp river
drift sand for 2/- a load I shall uss no other.
Much to be preferred to quartz sand, which T
fivst used at 2/- a bag, freightincluded, Quartz
is dazzling white for a while, but contrasts too
strongly with the hives’ subdued tint, and then
}Jemmmg soiled, its beauty fades, its cost remain-
ing a memory. Sawdust I have had from the
mills at a shilling per bag, but soon tired of it,
having to pay freight also. Itis not comely,
having no stability ; the winds scatter it and it
reminds one of butchers’ shops and the shambles.
Ashes are not picturesque and are seldom to be
had in sufficient quantity for many hives, and
blow about in dry weather. Cinders from coal
if obtainable from furnaces in vicinity form a good
substratum for the hive as drainage, and can be
covered with sand. Grass is objectionable, or
any herbage whatever under or immediately
round the hive, for obvious reasons : Retaining
moisture, harbouring insects and impeding the
search for clipped queens or signs of bee mor-
tality and iracks of bee vermin, fowls, &e:
'I:he sand in my apiary is set a yard square and
six inches deep. With a light hoe I can
easier keep it clean than with a lawn mower. I
ean {rim the turf, as it should be, to velvet like
smoothness. For two or three show hives on a
lawn this last would be my idea. The sand is easy
to spray with salt, borax, or corrosive sublimate
IfI could not get Sharp River sand I would
obtain other sand and wash it.

Mr W. B. Webster, in the Beeckeepers’
Record, says, in 1882, he pitted five
single-queened hives against five with
two queens in each. The former gave
an average of 411b, the latter an average
of 157 from each stock.

Girass grows in everything but-

CONTROLLING THE HONEY
MARKET.

I. HOPKINS.

On reading your leader in lastissue, in
which you make suggestions you think
practical enough to be considered at the
coming Convention of beekeepers, I
was forcibly reminded of what we did
here in New Zealand some 10 years ago,
or rather what we tried to do on the
lines of your suggestions. If I recount
some of our experiences in trying to
carry out in practice what we considered
the right thing, theoretically, the know-
ledge may be of some service to you. In
1884 a large number of our most
advanced beekeepers formed ¢ The New
Zealand Beekeepers Association,” and I
may say our first committee was as
practical a body of men as one could
wish to be associated with. During the
previous two or three years there had
been a large increase in the gquantity of
honey raised, and as the demand had not
increased in the same ratio the market
was glutted, and prices declined rapidly
There was a great outcry among the bee
keepers in consequence, and it was gen-
erally agreed that the middleman was in
some way accountable for this. The lat-
ter was condemned, and it was generally
agreed that we must avoid him. This
question was deemed of so much impor-
tance that the wvery fiist work the
Association was called upon to do was to
checkmate the middleman by forming a
Central Honey Depot in the City of
Auckland, to which all honey was to be
sent, graded and sold at prices fixed by
the Association. The depot, though not
officially attached to the Association was
practically under its control, and the
Secretary of the Association was Man-
ager, his remuneration being a com-
mission rate of 10 per cent on the gross
takings. The depot was only at the
service of members of the Association,
but anyone could join the Association by
paying the anmnal subscription, which
was five shillings. Everything seemed
to point to success, consequently a goodly
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number of beckeepers paid their sub-
seriptions simply to get their honey sold
who would not otherwise have done so,
and quickly rushed in their honey till
the store was full. 8o far, so good—
Now for the sequal.

The discussion re the alleged roguery
of the middlemen, together with the
action of the Association in fixing prices
for honey, had been made known through
the press, and the consequence was, the
middlemen took umbrage and left the
depot “ severely alone.” They soon got
supplies from outside beekeepers, who
were only too glad to get rid of their
honey, and were able to undersell our
depot. Our next move was to start
hawkers eanvassing from house to house,
but what with losses by swindling
hawkers, the opposition of the middle-
men, and the want of complete unity
among our beekeepers, the whole thing
turned out a huge failure, and this
after doing our very utmost to make the
thing a success. Three years afterwards
I had the melancholy duty of collecting
the balance of a number of consignments,
amounting to several cwts., which of
course was lost to the original owners,
as well as their usual 5s. paid to get their
honey sold. Euxperientia docet.

Our attempt to control the market, or
to pul it milder, to regulate it, has, T am
sorry to say, not been the only failure in
the same line. I may instance the Brit-
ish B.K. Association’s honey depot estab-
lished in London some few years ago,
under what appeared to be the most fav-
ourable circumstances. That came to
grief as well as others started in America.
Then why suggest going over the same
ground again. Depend upon it Mr.
Editor your scheme of men under the
control of a managing committee, &e.,
&e., would be altogether too expensive
and unworkable. Let beekeepers put a
good article on the market, adopt a
brand and sell through respectable mer-
chants. If the honey is uniformly good
season after season the brand will soon
become known and be in good demand.
Middlemen or distributors are a necessity,

therefore don’t try to interfere with
legitimate trade. Honey is a luxury,
and a good article at a reasonably low
rate is the only way of creating a demand
for it.

[We feel thoroughly assured had you started
on the principles now adopted by the N.S. Wales
beekeepers you would have had a - different tale
to tell. They are principles that have been tried
and resulted in the greatest success. It has no
intention of crushing the honest middleman, but
to increase the consumption and thus retain
good prices, and to make things better for al
the producer as well as the middleman.

SPECIAL WORK FOR JULY.
: N. Z.

In the North of New Zealand we have
had some very fine weather, indeed, dur-
ing the autumn, but, in the central and
southern part of the colony there have
been some very heavy storms of wind and
rain since I wrote last, causing a good
deal of damage. I have not, however,
heard of any casualties among the bees,
but no doubt they have suffered more or
lses like everything else from the effect
of the storms. The advantage of having
good shelter around an apiary is almost
incalculable, as it depends almost entirely
upon this, whether the bees suffer or not
during high storms. In’ looking back
over the past season, I can only conclude
that it was a very peculiar one. Iun the
first place it was an entire failure in the
northern parts of the colony, and,
although it was very good in some other
parts, it proved much below the average
generally. Then again there was a
pecularity with regard to the honey itself.
In some districts near Auckland, the
honey granulated in the comb shortly
after it was gathered, a thing I have
never known before. In several cases
when the sections of honey were removed
from the hives the honey was granulated
although it had been capped over but a
very short time.

RREEDING.

In strong colonies, during the present
month, the queen will generally com-
menee depositing eggs in the centre of
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the brood nest, and greater activity will
now be noticed amongst the bees, which
may be noticed now to be busily engaged,
especially on fine days, in carrying in
both pollen and water for the consump-
tion of the young larvae, which, if all
goes well, will shortly emerge from the
cells and fill the places of the older bees
which will now scon die off. Pollen is
absolutely necessary for the young
larvae, and in some countries artificial
substitute has to be provided in early
spring in the shape of pea or other meal.
TOOD.

(lare must be taken to see that the bees
have a sufficient quantity of food, as
thould the stores run short the queen
will cease laying and the bees probably
drag the young larvae from the cells and
carry them outside the hive. When feed-
ing is necessary it should ke slow, but
continuous. Warm syrup given of an even
ing in a feeder, over the mat, will prove
beneficial or a comb of honey may be
moved up against the brood nest. In
the latter case the cappings of the cells
should either be bruised or sliced off to
enable the bees to more readily partake
of the honey, or a mixture of sugar and
honey may be givenin one of ‘ Simmins”’
feeders, placing it of course close against
the cluster. Mr. Cheshiresays that ‘¢ the
brooding, feeding and sealing of a single
bee from the egg upwards costs as much
to the colony as storing four cells with
honey, an estimate which careful atten-
tion to this problem has shown me to be
moderate, even for ordinary yields.
Then the production of 11b of bees, i.e.
2 1b nearly of larvae, will reduce the
honey stored by 16 lbs. The above
quotation, from one of the most scientific
beekeepers of the day, should be a most
convincing proof to every apiarist of the
utmost necessity of providing the bees,
especially at the commencement of the
breeding season, with abundant stores.

CONTRACTING THE HIVE,

Tt will greatly help to conserve the
heat of the hive, it the space occeupied
by the cluster be contracted by the use
of division boards, as described in the
April number. The bees should only be

allowed as many combs as they can con-
veniently cover,and when the bees require
more room, move the combs with adher-
ing bees sufficiently apart and insert one
of the empty combs in the centre of the
brood nest. That is called spreading the
brood, but great caution should be exer-
cised by the amateur beekeepersin carry-
ing out the operation, or more harm than
good may ensue. 'The bees must be over-
crowded on the other combs before it is
attempted. Of course a fine warm day,
when tne sun is shining, must be selected
for the examination of hives at this time
of the year and the work must be got
through as quickly as pessible.

QUEENLESS STOCKS.

Should a stock be noticed to be carry-
ing in only a small quantity of pollen,
whilst others are heavily lader with large
pellets, then queenlessness may be sus-
pected and an examination made. Should
they prove to be queenless the best way
will be to unite them to a weak stock
having a queen.

MATS,

These should be examined, and any
damp ones removed and dry ones sub-
stituted. Reeollect the bees cannot be
kept too warm or too dry, and dampness
in the hive often means ruination to the
colony,

MOVING BEES.

Now is the best time for moving hives
and rearranging the apiary if necessary.
The colder the weather the better for
this purpose. When it is only necessary
to shift them a short distance they can
be ecarried on a hand barrow ; select a
cold frosty evening, and after the new
situation has been prepared and the new
stands marked, shift them with as little
disturbance as possible. When in their
new position place some slight thing at the
front of each hive, such as a piece of
board at one, a bunch of ti-tree at
another, and so on. The moere these
obstructions differ the better. The
ti-tree, &c., should be placed so as to
rest against the front of the hive, so that
the bees when about to take their flight
will notice something strange and take
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fresh bearings and landmarks for guid-
ance to their new home, If there are no
trees or other prominent landmarks near
the hive it will be well to place some
conspicuous objects here and there
amongst them. If this method is carried
out as described very few bees will return
to their old quarters, and there will be

. no appreciable loss.

In moving colonies long distances
thereis no need to take these precautions.
All that will be required is to pack the
frames that they cannot shiff, and thig
may be done by placing strips of wood
half an inch thick down between the
frames at each end and wedging the last
one off the side of the hive, The box
should be moved forward flush with the
end of the bottom board and secured fo
the latter by nailing on thin strips at
each side near the ends. Having thus
secured them and the cover in the same
manner, in the evening, before moving
them, after the bees are all in, tack a

: Eﬁeee of perforated zinc or wire cloth over
t

e entrance and they are ready for mov-

'ing. In shifting bees in gin cases straw
¢ skeps, &o., the best plan of packing them
is to turn the hive or box bottom upwards,

and aster putting wads of paper between
the combs to keep them from shifting,
tack a piece of scrim over the bottom,
and they are ready for travelling any
reasonable distance without injury.
WINTER FORAGE.

Euealypti and acacias form perhaps the
best winter forage we have in the vicinity
of Auckland, The different kinds of
acacias afford a succession of pasturage
from late autumn well into spring, and
beekeepers would do well, when they
have the opportunity, to cultivate these
plants as they will grow on any waste
land. Homney plant seed should be sown
this month, giving them some little pro-
tection until the frost is over. White
sage plants will not grow in the colder
parts of the colonies, unless in warm
well sheltered situations. Horse mint
forage, willilot clover, the Chayman
honey plant and others of the like kind
are hardy and will grow in any part of

Australasia. At the same time, as I
have previously remarked, I do not
advocate the sowing of seeds nor the
cultivation of plants for the sake of
honey alone. It would not pay to do so,
Farmers, however, and others might
well improve their pastures by sowing
white clover and other honey producing
plants which would provide abundant
food for their stock and benefit the bees
at the same time.
SOWING SEEDS.

It is not everyone that understands
the best method to adopt for successfully
germinating small seeds, and often b
imperfect knowledge of the matter the
sowing turns out a failure; generally
when this is the case the vendor is
blamed for selling inferior seods. Of
course when seeds are sown in the open
ground bad weather may have the effect
of preventing germination, but in
ordinary cases, when delicate seeds are
to be sown, the following method will be
found the best—Procure some small
shallow boxes, about four inches deep—
candle boxes for instance cut down to
the right depth—bore a number of half
inch holes in the bottom and put a layer
of shells or small stones over the bottom
on which place a layer of moss or dry
grass (this is to secure good drainage),
now fill in fo within an inch or so of the
top, some good friable soil mixed with g
little rotten manure. The top soil
should be very fine with a slight mixture
of silver or other sand. Now water well
with a fine rose and allow it to drain for
a few hours. Then sow the seeds thinly
and cover by sprinkling some fine soil
over the top. The depth of the covering
can be judged by the size of the seeds.
Very fine kinds require no covering at
all and in no case should the seed be
more than barely covered. Now water
again very gently, and after allowing
sufficient time for the water to drain off
cover the box with a piece of glass, over
which put a couple of sheets of paper
and place it in the dark. In thisway, if
there is any vitality in the seeds at all,
they will quickly germinate, Care
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should be taken that the soil is not too
damp or milldew willmakeits appearance
and the seeds will rot. In three or four
days if the seeds have sprouted gradu-
ally expose them to the light, and when
large enough prick them outinto nursery
beds preparatory to finally planting out.

THE ENGLISH MARKET.

Mr. T. Bolton, Dunkeld, Victoria,
writes :—=8ir, The opinions expressed in
your last issue by Mr. W. D. Russell and
Myx. Burbank with respect to the sale of
Australian honey in Great Britain are, I
am convinced, correct ones. The masses
have neither tasted our honey or heard
of it ; in fact anyone who has spent much
time amongst the artisan class will know
that honey of any sort or name is but
rarely seen, let alone partaken of, by
them; not because they have any pre-
judice against it, but beeause the current
price of 10d to 1/- per 1b is beyond the
means of families whose breadwinner
may be earning from 20/- to 30/- a week.
The following, extracted from the Army
and Navy Co-operative list, may be taken
ag a fair index of comparative prices of
honey and its competitors for a place on
the Englishman’s table :— 1892, March.
English honey 103d, retail 1/8 in glass
jars ; French 10d, retail 1/7 ; Californian
retail 8d, in glass jars, 1/21; Ksar-Lye
103d; West India, 11d in blueware.
Jams range from 4id to 7d per 1lb.
bottles, cheese, 8d to 1/2, bacon, 84d to
113d, butter 1/- to 1/4.”

It will be evident from the above that
honey has little chance of becoming pop-
ularly used, whatever may be its source
when as much perlb. is asked for it as
for cheese, bacon, or butter, and twice as
much as for jams, and T think it bears out
Mzr. Russell’s contention that it is not a
guestion of overcoming prejudice that
we have to do with, but how to place our
produce before consumers at a figure
more fairly ropresenting its intristic
worth to the thrifty as food stuff. This
figure it seems to me should not exceed

-
sixpence per lb sold from door to door
into consumers’ own vessels ; and if it can
be offered at that price, and a regular
supply kept up of even sample, and .
with some satisfactory guarantee that it
is genuine honey from our clime it
would in my opinion speedily get talked
of, enquired for and consumed. My—=
own experience of shipping honey to
England is that it will retail readily in
small tins if grocers can be induced to
lay in a supply; but, under ordinary
cireumstances it is useless to offer it to
them by medium of a wholesale or con- ¢
mission house in London. The way to
get it taken up by retail houses, 1s it
seems to me, to first get it known and in
demand by hawkers retailing it, and
then through a proper canvass by the .
authorised agents representing us. When
that time comes it will' involve to all
appearances the establishment of a depot
at home with grading tanks and appli- <
ances, and means for tinning, bottling,
packing and sending out our produce;
bookeepers, clerks, and what not, besides
the overseer of all. Truly there is
plenty of opening for our best talent in
planning and discussing in the columns i
of your journal a workable scheme for
carrying out our purpose or desire to
send honey to the people of the old
country with benefit to them and to our
industry out here as well. Ifno oncelse .
can offer any thing better worth it why
not discuss the scheme set forth some
months back in the Farm and Home, a
reprint of which has not, I think, been
seen in the A.B.B. as yet. A start once
made, no doubt many useful suggestions, «
alterations, or new schemes altogsther,
might be propounded and help to arrive -
a well chosen line of action which canbe
supported with confidence by those inter- =
ested in the matter.

h

)

Mr. W. T. Melhuish, Spring Hill, ~
writes :—The bees have done very well
here this season. If is wet and cold
here now, I think we will have early _

spring.
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i THE N.S.W. BEEKEEPERS’

3 CONVENTION.

i The third annual Beekeepers’ Conven-

tion in New South Wales took place on

. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, July
"~ 4, 5 and 6, in a large room kindly placed
 _ at their disposal by the authorities of the
. Technical College, Ultimo. Some sixty-
. _ four beekeepers were present. There
" was a magnificent display of beekeepers’
- appliances and things of interest to the
- fraternity around the room, Moessrs.
— .. Hebblewhite & Co., R. L. Pender and
Allport contributing very largely. Mr,

= Beabrook brought his combination hive;
Mr Abram two frames of beautiful Ital-

- » ian bees; Mr H. L. Jones, of Queens-
land, Italian and Carniolan bees in

< gpirits; Mr. Tipper a number of photo-
graphs of apiaries, also samples of lables,

#* = and some letters of Mr G. M, Doolittle’s
§ in frame; Mr Folbigg, of Chatsworth,
samplesofnative beehoneyfrom bush and
scrub ; Mx J. W. Pender, samples English

" honey; the Messrs, Bloxham Bros., of
. Sutherland, photo of a small swarm that
b8 had settled and started comb building on
L ‘a shrub three feet from the ground.
The officials of the College had been

-« very assiduous to make things comfort-
able, and succeeded most fully. The

=+ ladies of the cooking classes, under Mrs
Wickens and Miss Keegan, were not to

» be outdone, and each day provided
dioner, doubtless cooked according to

* the latest economic and scientific prinei-
ples. And perhaps it may have been

* * owing to this that the clouds that seemed
to hang over the deliberations of the

* agsemblage at first seemed to vanish
after the second day’s dinner, and what

~ was commenced in doubt and misgiving
. terminated most cheerfullyand hopefully.
- Mr Gale placed his room at disposal for
. .. the use of committees. Mr Rumsey, jun.,
in charge of the library, was very atten-

- five to the wants of the visitors in matters
of letter-writing and other little kind-
.~ nesses. And the various scientific won-
ders to be found in the museum and
workshoeps of the immense pile of build-

-
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ings—not the least of which was the
flying machine—will give the visitors
food for thought and talk for a long time
to come. Inferest was also taken in the
depot of the Dairymen’s Milk Company
close by, with the golden cow on top.
In an interview with the enterprising:
manager, he stated he had detected a
dairyman adulterating his milk with
water. The man was summoned, fined
£5 and costs by the Police Magistrate,
and £5 by the Company, This was very
interesting to beekeepers, as they felt
they could get honey protected from
adulteration the same way—an adulter-
ant needing not to be unwholesome, but
harmless as water, Different to last
time an excellent photographic group of
those present was taken, of which we
present our readers with a reproduction
in this issue, We would suggest that
for future conventions arrangements
be made so that all visitors could board
at the same place, instead of
being scattered about the different
hotels in the city.

There were a fow faces we would have
liked to have seen that were at previous
conventions, but possibly the general
election in its forment prevented many.
Mr R. Helms, of the Agricultural De-
partment, was unavoidably away up
country. Mr Guthrie, of the same de-
partment, was however present, and gave
some valuable information. The only
visitor outside New South Wales was Mr
H. L. Jones, of Goodna, Queensland.
Messrs. A. J. Murray and Matthews wero
delegatvs from Wellington.

As we are compelled to hold over to
next issue a large portion of the report
of the proceedings, we will con-
clude by stating that Mr. Roberts’
paper on schoolteachers and civil servants
competing with professionals in beekeep-
ing, was warmly debated, and then
the question allowed to drop; the initial
steps have been taken for the formation
of a co-operative honey company on a
very sound basis ; the name of the N.S.
W. Beekeepers’ Union has been changed
to the National Beekeepers’ Association,
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the Rev. J. Ayling hbeing president and
Mr Whittell secretary, and the next con-
vention will be held at Bathurst.

Among the pleasant memories of the
Convention will be the visit a few of us
made to the apiary of the Messrs. Blox-
ham at Sutherland. TFifteen miles from.
Sydney—the second-class return fare is
only 1s. 3d.— close to the National Park,
commanding a view of a magnificent
expanse of country ; their 90 odd hives
well arranged, and their ground well
planted with fruit trees—a most lovely
spot, combining every advantage and
comfort of city and rural life. A few of
us also paid a visit to and enjoyed the
warm-hearted hospitality of Mr and Mrs
Seabrook, at St. Ives. None the less
enjoyable for the two miles walk along
a road lined with pretty suburban cot-
tages, and orange crchards in every
direction, loaded with the ripest of fruit.
M. Seabrook is beyond question a * bee-
master,” having passed his examination,
and suceessfully competed in the English
schools. His apiary is beautifully ar-
anged, and the honey house and work-
shop show very marked intelligence. We
felt that the National 1st prize for 1892
for Apiaries under 100, must have been
rightly adjudged here.

‘We also passed avery pleasant time with
Mr.and Mrs_Schroder at the Carrington
apiary. !Mr Schroder hails from the
same bee farm in Germany as another
N.8B.W. beekeeper from Germany, being
some four years his junior. We mean
Mr. W. Abrams. Like him Mr Schroder
is a firm believer in the Berlepsh hive.
He maintains more heat is conserved, the
bees are less liable to discase, the moth
has no show whatever. He also told us
he has cured foul brood-—very bad cases
too—by spraying with salicylie acid.
The honey-flow this season in this district
(Gosford) has been very poor.

Since coming home a fellow beekeeper
has been telling us of a,visit he made to
Mr (tale’s residence at Petersham. Not
only is Mr Gale a great bee authority,
but he is also an excellent pisciculturist,
and has quite a number of tanks con-

taining some rare and most beautiful
specimens of the finny race.

——— ——

FIRST DAY,

Messrs. Gale, Wilshire and Abram
were proposed as chairman, Ultimately

J
I
B

»

=

4

by a show of hands, Mr. Abram was ™

chosen.

Mz, Abram briefly gave thanks for the
honor conferred on him ; thanked those
who had come a very great distance, and
hoped they would try to make the Con-
vention a success, and after refurning

home tell all they had heard and seen,

so that others would benefit as well.

Mr. Wilshire congratulated Mr. Abram
on his election.

Mr. Abram asked them to decide
whether the secretary of the Union should
be the secretary of the Convention.

Mr. Cadden hoped that the coming
year would not be a barren ome. The
last year had been a disgrace.

My. Mansfield moved and Mr. Patten’
geconded—That Mr, Shallard be the sec-

retary of the Convention. Carried.

Mr. Cadden was then called on to give ‘

his paper, *Selecting Judges and Judg-
ingin general.” After a few preliminary
remarks he said :— .

Although a stranger to many here, I am by
no means a stranger at exhibitions, either as a
competitor or visitor, for during the past 20
years, both here and in the neighbouring colony
of Queensland, where until recently I resided,
I have been a frequent prize winner, and during
that time have closely observed the manner of
judging and judges generally ; and I know as
well asanyone that at all times Societies have

o

4

not been to blame in the matter of selection of _,

judges. At times it is hard to secure for every
department a really qualified judge, whose
knowledge should be beyond question or dispute.
Many persons are alive to the importance of
obtaining fresh blood, and large sums are ex-
pended to improve the breed of our flocks,
herds and stock generally ; and manufacturers
also in obtaining newest and best machinery fo

improve their goods and to keep pace with the

demand for better articles, Whilst we are en-
deavouring to improve our exhibits, let us not
forget that other matters may be benefitted also,
and not because a system or practice has existed
for any time, that such shall be continued, and

&

-
must be right ; and that improvement or reform
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is not possible nor necessary. Go where you
will, and at every exhibition complaints ‘are
heard of the manner of adjusting some of the
awards. No doubt some of the remarks camo
only from confirmed grumblers, who bob up
frequently, but amongst the chaff there must
surely be a few grains of wheat, and some have
solid cause for their remarks. Changes are con-
stantly ogourring, and advancement is the order,
and unpleasant as it is to point out errors or
correct abuses, still it must be done, and should
be done without being accused of fault finding,
or desiring to secure all the prizes at a show.
For myself, I challenge anyone to say I wish to
obtain awards except on the merit of the exhibit,
and whenever exhibiting, if I saw I was fairly
defeated [ acknowledge it, and say my exhibit
was not good enough, and try to do better in
future, A few weeks ago a writer in the A.B.B.
= referred to myself as a novice, and would have

us think that (as one only out of three judgesin

apiculture at R.A.8.) I was to blame for his
' failing to secure a prize. Well, I can only say

my colleagues were not the men to allow a

novice to rule them ; even if he attempted to
| put on side ; but I can say this (and it can be
= confirmed) that we each acted independently,
" and the decisions given were always unanimous,
and according to our ability, conscientious ; and
wish to add this also, that the gentleman who
‘was steward of the seetion thoroughly under-
= stood his position and knew his work, and we
" received the numbers only and not the names
' of any exhibitor, and for myself no exhibitor
was known. I only hope in future the names
of exhibitors will be withheld from judges at
every show, and that such will be followed
everywhere. The subject I have been asked to
introduce, of ‘¢ Selecting Judges and Judging in
General,”’ one would think had been fully dis-
cussed at former conventions, but, as it ocecu-
pied such a prominent position, being first on
. the list now, I can only say that the manner of

selecting judges and the system of judging is

not satisfactory, and does not meet with appro-

val, To say that a judge should thoroughly

understand that which he judges is like saying
* that a pump should always be connected with

water, and yet this simple elementary rule is
+ nob always observed. Gentlemen are frequently
appointed to act as judges who are no more fit
for the work they undertake to perform than
“the man in the moon.’” They may know
something about it, but are ignorant of a great
deal more. This may appear a strong opinion
to advance, and to need sustaining. Well, T
take the case stated in A.B B. for February,
1894, where the judges at Wollongong are said
to have cut holes in beautiful white comb honey
to see if it wasnot adulterated. Doubtless others
present can name other or similar coses. The
-~ selection and appointment of judges is one to
which little thought is given by outsiders, but
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which is, or ought to be, a question of serious
import to committees, and that exhibitors have
a right to demand more care in selecting judges
than appears to be given by some Societies (at
least one is reported in A.B.B. for May, 1894,
where the judges were said to be selected af
random. I have thus cited two cases, and both
bearing strongly on points named, and I shall
costent myself with them.) for T have no desire
to introduee personal elements, nor to bandy
personal abuse, nor carp, nor cavil, nor magnify
blemishes and minimise merits, but to endeavor
to secure a good system of judging, and obtain-
ing as judges only men who are thoroughly
capable of performing their work in a satisfac-
tory manner to the exhibitors generally, for
without exhibitors we can have no shows. That
judges should be straight, honest, unbiassed
and disinterested persons requires no argumeut,
and if unprejudiced and practical their stapdard
of values is sure to be correct, and their verdict
may be relied on. The question of knowledge,
or want of knowledge, is not considered at all
times. Not because a gentleman may have a
high social position, nor even if extremely
popular in his circle, nor if even holding a posi-
tion secured by political influence only, nor if
only a writer on some subject, should he be
considered sufficiently qualified and appointed,
rather than practical persons, who have sprung
from the ranks, and have qualified themselves
by ability. Another point, and a very important
one. Assuming every judgehasthe knowledge,
can we be certain that such knowledge is in
every case fully and fairly exercised, or is there
such a thing as a judge being what is called
‘““got at.’”’ Now 1 have a conviction that
judges are not invariably disinterested, and if
local men are appointed all manner of devices
are used to influence them divectly or indirectly,
and if some one does not actually speak to the
man at the wheel it is fourd convenient to record
subtle hints and suggestions upon the shirt cuffs,
&e., so a liftle bird has whispered to me, and if
any one asks where such things are done, I an-
swer, as Rev. €. Clark in his lectures has said,
“ Such practices are very prevalent in Queens-
land, Vietoria, and South Australia.’’ Just
here I mnst say a few words condemning the
practice of some societies appointing as stewards
of sections or divisions gentlemen who are exhi-
bitors in the same section for which they are
stewards, and during the time of judging all
other oxhibitors are excluded (and properly)
from the building ; but these exhibitors, being
stewards, remain with judges. And I speak
from what I have seen, that great pressure is
used to influence the judges in favour of certain
exhibits, and such a proceeding is unfair to the
other exhibitors. Does any one imagine, if
stewards present during judging, and they also
exhibitors in same class, that they are disin-
terested 7 And you can easily see the injustice
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of so doing, that it causes dissatisfaction, dis-
putes and protests, and protests are always dis-
agreeable things, The point system of judging,
as adopted at last convention, is I consider a de-
cided advantage, and by it the work is made
easier, and the decisions must be more correct if
competent judges are appointed; but in the
hands of incompetent men it would be useless,
for such persons know nothing about colour,
aroma, flavour, &e., &e. Itisa well-known fact
that some persons have lost the sense of smell,
therefore they cannot place aroma anywhere.
Others are color blind, and a dark, black, or
highly-colored exhibit is as good as any to them.
Whilst others lack the sense of taste, therefore
flavour i3 useless. Persons whose senses are
defective or wanting should not accept positions
they know they cannot fill either with fairness
to exhibitors nor satisfaction to their own con-
sciences. Frequently the duties of judges are so
badly defined that no matter how ably or consci-
entiously a verdiet is given if is not in accord
with what we are led to expect. For instance,
sections are classed and judged ; then perhaps
follow small frames, sections included, ~A mis-
take undoubtedly, for I find that this subject has
been noticed, and at a meeting of N.S.W.B.K.A.
in Sydney, November, 1892, it was resolved to
consider any prize for a small frame at any show
to mean a frame of not more than 90 square
inches comb measurement. 4. Bee Builetwn,
Dec., 1892. I now venture to offer suggestions
for improvement. Let exhibitors give namas of
practical men in whom they have vonfidence,
and insert such names as judges on entry forms
when entering. Then committees have some-
thing to guide them in selecting judges; for,
remember, exhibitors are only asking for prac-
tical men to judge, and they have a right to
have a say in it, for they are entirely in the
hands of judges, good or bad. Let the point
system of judging as adopted at last Convention
be adhered to. Let judges be brought from dis-
tant places and their travelling expenses paid,
The Railway Commissioners issue tickets (if ad-
vised by secrefaries of shows) to judges at half
fares for the double journey., When judges ar-
rive let them be met by the steward who has
supervised the arrangement of the exhibits of
every class, and knows where each is tobe fouad.
Let him place in the hands of judges, who are
in his special care for the time being, marked
schedules and cards—for in case of a protest
these are invaluable. These schedules, which
contain every entry in every class to be j udged,
do 2ot contain the name of the exhibitor—each is
represented by a number. In addition to mark-
ing the cards as first,second, or as the case may be
each judge records the verdict arrived at, and
opposite the number by which each exhibitor is
represented on schedule and card; the number
of points allowed each is entered in the column
for remarks, and thus a valuable record of the
““reason why,’” especially if competition is keen,

can always be referred to. When the prizes are
awarded, these schedules and cards are handed
to the secretary and assist in getting out quickly
the press reports. For by filling in the exhibi-
tor’s name in space reserved opposite his number
the position of ‘every prize winner is seen at a
glance. During the work of judging let no one
interested be with the judges, and allow plenty
of time for the work to be done, for skill counts
for more than speed in this important work. If
more than one judge is decided upon (although T
am content with one good man—if possible a
specialist, whose knowledge should be beyond
question or dispute. But if more than one I
should most certainly advise three, and let one
of the three be looked upon as a referee, but
each separately awarding points, and then if
close or any doubt a third man is useful. Bub
if two only act one perhaps says ditto to the
other all through; or it is a case of giving
a decision of the other’s opinion and not each
separately. Or one is cantankerous and nothing
can be decided without calling in a third party
to arbitrate. But with three you always have a
good working majority.

Mr. Bradley gave an instance of in-
competent judging at a dog show, where
two judges, who knew nothing of certain
dogs, gave the prize to the one they
considered the prettiest of the lot. There
was a necessity of good judges and men
from a distance. There were places
where beekeepers would not show be-
cause they felt they had no chance of
gofting a prize. He gave an instance of
a prize for comb honey being awarded
to brood nest.

Mr. Shallard suggested the Association
should agree to one scale of points.

Mr. Patten said it was not so much a
difference as to the scale of points as to
get the judges fo think alike. Every
exhibitor thought his goose a swan. He
believed in single judges.

Mr. Gale said it was throwing a very
dirty sponge to say the judges were ¢ got
at” He had acted as judge for over
twenty years, and during that time had
never had a solitary complaint. Had
judged at shows where stewards had
been competitors, and in every case such
individuals had drawn baclk.

Mr. Whittell said one of the most
difficult things societies had to do was to
get proper judges. A good remedy was
to get judges to coms from other colonies
who would come as absolute strangers,

4

&
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and not enter the building till the time
~«  of judging. If competitors would be

content with the honor of winning the
= prize, and not its actual money value, he
thought they might be able to stand the
expense. o

Mr. Bradley suggested abolishing
everything in the shape of money prizes.

Mr. Patten alluded to the points ar-
ranged at the last Convention, and said
it made no provision for odour in wax,
and suggested that it should be amended
~ for that.

Mr. Whittell moved, ‘That in the
opinion of this Convention cash prizes
should be abolished, and the money de-
- voted to obtaining judges from a dis-

tance.”
~ Mz, Cadden seconded,

Mz. Mansfield moved that a list of ex-
= perts should be drawn up to be submitted
to the various Associations. The trouble
applied more to country associations than
to Sydney.

My, Whittell’s motion was lost.

Mr. Mansfield’s motion was carried.
~ Mr. Taylor, of Cowra, gave an instance
. of where an exhibit got a prize that was
- not in the show at the time of judging,
but was brought in after the judges had
given their decisions.

Mzr. Roberts was now called on to give
his paper, ‘“ Should schoolmasters and
other civil servants compete in beekeep-
ing with professionals ¥’ He apologised
» he had left his paper behind. The read-
ing was postponed till the evening.

A number of schoolmasters present
objected to the postponement on account
= of their inability to attend the next

gsitting. The chairman ruled the grant-

ing of the postponement.
Mr. Patten was then called on to read
his paper on ‘‘ Co-operation of Bee-
>  keepers,” as follows :—

¢¢The subject allotted me by the Committee
is so wide in range that I have little hope of
doing justice to it in the time allowed me. In
the hope of not unduly fatiguing my hearers I
shall break up the subject into three parts
(1) Forest Conservation.

{2) Production as it is, and what it might be.
(3) Distributing Products.
1, Tt must be evident to all here that unless

he source from whence our supplies come is
kept intact and carefully guarded, the industry
must ultimately fail.

I venture the statement that the bulk of our
honey comes from the blossoms of the great
eucalypt tribe. Whatever is procured from
other sources is only as a drop in the ocean so to
speak. Now the march of civilisation must and
will gradually drive beekeepers from the sea-
board. This is the order of things to be ex-
pected. There are other circumstances that
appear to me to be unduly working against them,
and if I am not mistaken, in some instances
illegally too. I refer to the indiseriminate
ringbarking of trees, and the wilful waste of
good timber by splitters and timber getters. I
believe the law of the land demands that no tree
shall be ‘“ rung® under nine inches diameter.
How far this law is respected most of you know.
‘When a man undertakes to ‘ring’ trees by the
acre for 8d or 9d, he has not time apparently, or
inclination, to observe any restrictions, and
strange to say the offleer whose duty it is, or
ought to be, to enforce same, when the work
comes under his notice for inspection, performs
the said duty in so perfunctory a manner as to
lead one to the belief that he has viewed the
work from an eminence through a cheap teles-
cope.

Then again, am I exagerating when I ask is
it not a fact that for every tree felled by the
professional axeman, eight others are killed
before the finally selected one is chosen ?

If things go on at this rate, in how many
years will our forests be a thing of the past? I
am afraid at the present moment in some parts
of our land good timber is as scarce as at the
North Pole, and in parts too where some years
ago forests of excellent timber flourished.

I take the following from a Viectorian daily
paper of recent date : ¢ The mining companies
around Ballarat are beginning to feel the cost of
timber as a burden of grievous weight. One
company alone—the Brittania United—aocording
to its manager (Mr, John Beckett) has expended
since 1878 no less than £16,000 on timber, while
for the same period the shareholders had re-
ceived no more than £7,600.”

This state of things should not exist. In the
present day, when foreign countries are casting
their eyes on our hard woods with a view of
using them for wood blocks for paving, and
railway sleepers, does it not strike you that the
time is opportune when we, as beekeepers,
should co-operate with the gentlemen interested
in the abovementioned industries and lead them
to see the necessity for conserving our forests?
‘We want the live tree, they want the dead
timber. Of this T am convinced, if some mea-
sure is not taken at once to ‘stop the shamefu
waste of our forests, then good-bye to the bee-
keeping industry, and those other undertakings
that appear so full of promise at present, will
also come to a very untimely end.
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2. Through the courtesy of Mr. Coghlan, the
Government Statistician, I am enabled to place
before you an array of facts under the head of
¢ production as it is,”” that appeared to me so
startling that I was almost inclined to ask the
chairman’s opinion whether they had not better
be received in camera ; on reflection, however, I
have concluded that all countries are probably
in like position, and it only wants a similar
analysis of their statistics to prove it. ;

I find that the average number of hives in
operation for the past four years amount to
44,195, yielding an average amount of honey of
1,046,5281bs. This means nearly 24lbs. per
hive per annum for the home production.

The average amount of honey imported for
the same period was 185,165 lbs, per year, while
the average amount exported during that time
was 3,236 lbs. per annum,

Now, if we take the population of the colony
on the 1891 basis as a fair mean, viz., 1,165,300,
it will be found that the home production of
honey on the average per unit of such population
was 14°4 ounces ayoir. per year. The imports
equal 3 ounces nearly, while the exports were
only 1-26th of an ounce. Consequently the
total consumption of honey per unit of the popu-
lation only amounted to 17} ounces avoir. a
year in round numbers, Even this astonishing
low amount is reduced when it is remembered
that the beekeepers, who probably number less
than 1-80th of the population, consume perhaps
1-20th of the total production.

To bring this matter home to our minds a
little clearer, let us take the 1891 population of
Sydney, 886,400. The average production of
the whole colony is only 231bs. a year per unit
of Sydney’s population! It istfo be noted with
satisfaction that whereas the imports of honey
were as high as 414,6611bs. in 1891, they had
fallen to 58,913lbs, in 1893. A gratifying de-
crease. On the other hand the exports for 1891
were only 2,3811bs., but in 1893 they had risen
to 4,9801bs. A sign, if I mistake not, of pro-
gress and prosperity.

In view of the foregoing facts, this thought
must have suggested itself to my hearers,
¢ What can be the cause of such an existing
anomaly as low production and equally low
market price”’

Two reasons present themselves to me : 1st,
Adulteration ; 2nd. The failure of individualism
in selling. Asin America, so I am of opinion
it is here, the great adulterant of honey is
“starch syrup,’”’ commonly called * American
glucose.”’

It is of course unreasonable to believe that all
the glucose imported into New South Wales is
used to adulterate honey, because we know if
enters largely into such industries as confec-
tionery, brewing, tobacco manufacturing, tann-
ing, jam and jelly making, &c. But one thing
is very evident, whatever comes into the colony
is all conswmed, and the way it reflects on the

honey industry is seen in this very strange co-
incidence to say the least, that when the impor-
tation of honey is high the importation of glu-
cose is low, and vice versa, e.g., in 1891 honey
imports equalled 414,661 1bs., glucose imports
pqualled 712,320 Ibs., while in 1893 honey im-
orts were only 58,913 Ibs., while for the same
year the importation of glucose rose to the
enormous amount of 1,442,784 1bg, !!

I may mention that this commodity may be
bought in Sydney at from £10 to £17 per ton,
and also that one firm in Sydney alone used
during one year 30 tons of glucose in their
business.

That this article is very largely imported into
N.S.'W. can be seen from the following figures :
The average import during the last four years
amounts to 1,032,4721bs., which means an
average consumption per unit of population per
annum of 142 ounces,

It is somewhat significant that the consump-
tion of glucose very nearly equals the home pro-
duction of honey, viz., as 142 is to 144 ounces !
And also that for every pound of honey imported
i‘nt? 1New South Wales, 54lbs, of glucose came
in!!

‘Would it not be advantageous then to the
beekeeping industry, if honey producers co-oper-
ated with others to obtain a somewhat similar
condition of things as exist in England with the
coffee and chicory trade? To require the label-
ling of all bottles and jars with the true name of
their contents ? I am sure we should be quite
satisfied to leave results with a discerning public
if a bottler was compelled by law to plainly
label his mixture—say, ¢ Honey and Glucose,”

It must be admitted that the go-as-you-
flease style of selling that has hitherto been in

orce has had a pretty good innings, and if the

good old axiom ‘‘ By their fruits ye shall know
them’” be applied to the results, it must be
freely acknowledged the word ¢ failure’’ sums
that system up. What has it attained to? The
miserable consumption of 1Tk ounces per capita per
annum. Individualism' in selling has had its
day, and died.

Let me ask you to follow me through a few
figures, and see what on a very moderate esti-
mate might be, could be, and shall be, with
Co-operation.

I presume it will be admitted that 500,000 is
a low estimate of possible consumers of honey
for the colony. It would also be a moderate
estimate to put the possible consumption by that
number at 2 ounces per head per week.

On this basis there would be within a fraction
of 28 tons of honey required per week, or 1456
tons per annum.

Another view—take Sydney—applying the
same low estimate of possible consumers, say
190,000, and the same low rate of consumption,
viz., two ounces per unit per week, it would take
for Sydney alone over 104 tons of honey per week
to meet the demand.
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This is not a fairy tale, but an array of simple
figures that could easily be reduced to matters
of fact by a judicious system of co-operation
among honey producers. As to what can be
done on similar lines I have only to point to the
dairymen and butter factories. What they can
do for their industry surely we can do for ours.
Co-operate then ! Let us co-operate !

Suppose such a company in existence, and the
results panned out as above, how would it effect
present producers, especially those gentlemen
who wish to see production retarded ? Well, it
iz evident the output per hive would remain at
its present level, viz, 24 lbs. per annum, and
without further production the company would
either have to cease operations at the end of
four months in each year, or else import boney
from foreign countries—a very undesirable alter-
native. Bub suppose, owing to keener efforts
on the part of existing beekeepers, and the start-
ing of apiaries in localities hitherto untapped,
and possibly having a langer flow—unlikely I
admit, but still possible—that the output per hive
averaged 28lbs. It would require 116,480 such
hives to supply the demand on the forementioned
basis, Over twice as many as existed in 1893.
Or to bring it home to our minds with greafer
force, it would take 582 apiaries of 200 hives
each to furnish supplies. And for Sydney alone
it would require the existence of 102 apiaries,
each containing over 400 hives, Gentlemen, I
have finished. If my remarks shall induce you
to favourably consider my ideas as to the need
and probable results of Co-operation, I shall
rejoice.”’ 5 5

A long discussion took place on Mr
Patten’s paper, in which the following

entlemen took part—Messrs. Gale,

treatfield, G. R, Humble, Trahair, J,
E. Taylor, Whittell, Bradley, Wilshire,
J. W. Pender, Abram, and Tipper. TUl-
timately Mr J. W. Pender moved, and
Mr Wilshire seconded—*¢That it is de-
girable for the Beekeepers’ Association
of New South Wales to at once form
themselves into a co-operative company
for the purpose of disposing of our pro-
duce.” This motion was unanimously
agreed to, as was the following resolu-
tion, on the motion of Mr R. Patten, se-
conded by Mr J. W. Pender—* That
Messrs. J. W. Pender, Bradley, Abram,
Trahair, Wilshire, Taylor, Whittell,
(Gale, and Patten, form a committee to
discuss a system of co-operation, and
report to the convention this evening.

After tea, Mr Roberts again not being
ready with his paper, Mr Tipper was
called on to read his on ¢ Marketing of

Honey,” which we will give in our next.
After which Mr. Roberts read his paper;
ag follows :—

“Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,—In
bringing this subject before you this evening, I
do not do so in any spirit of bad feeling towards
any brother beekeeper, but simply to ventilate
the unfair competition a certain section of the
trade have to suffer. Some twelve or fifteen
years back, beekeeping was carried on in a very
primitive manner, bar-frames being at that time
almost unknown in New South Wales.

Since that time however, the industry has
made most rapid strides, and at the pregent time
we have in New South Wales, aecording to Mr.
Coghlan, fifty-two thousand some hundred
stocks, and I am informed that it is safe to say
that over 10 per cent. of these are worked by
schoolteachers, postmasters and others, employed
in Government gituations,

We will divide these five thousand two hun-
dred hives owned by Government employees
into lots of one hundred, which would give pro-
fitable employment to some fifty-two families,
and perhaps tend to alleviate some of the distress
and poverty now prevailing in this colony.
Then again, Government officials are able to
compete against, and undersell, & man who has
to rely upon an apiary for bis sole support,
through having their apiaries pluced upon gov-
ernment property, for which they in most cases
pa{_[no rent.

o doubt I will be met by the argument that
schoolmasters keep apiaries for the purpose of
instructing the rising generation in the mysteries
of the art, but I do not think that there is any
need of that, as we have a very capable instruc-
tor in the person of Mr. Gale, who by the look
of things will eventually have all the people in
the country districts bee-keepers. I suppose in
most country towns the schools are used for
lecture rooms, and bees are used to instruet the
boys, but I do not see that an apiary of one
hundred or more hives are needed for that pur-
pose.

Some one will perhaps argue that I ought not
to object to any schoolmaster keeping bees as a
hobby. Certainly not, but I think that in most
cases the hobby-horse is considerably overridden.

I think ten to twelve hives sufficient for all
purposes both as a hobby and for teaching pur-
poses, for I am certain a person who has an
apiary of 100 hives has quite sufficient to look
after without any other occupation. I believe
there is a rule in the civil service that a civil
servant shall not engage in any trade or businesas
outside of their appointment, but I am sorry to
say this rule ig entirely ignored by a great num-
ber of government officials.

I wonld like to have seen some more prominent
member take this subject in hand, but I have
no doubt it will be debated upon by those better
able to deal with the question than myself.
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T think it is the duty of every bona fide bee-
keeper who has the interest of bee culture at
heart, to give this subject their strict attention.

In conclusion, I may [state thaf, having no
axe to grind, I have simply brought this matter
forward in the interests of beekeepers in general.

Mr Niven said he and his family
gained their living entlrely by beekeep-
ing. If welooked at things in a broad
way there was plenty of market for all
the honey raised. The only thing was
they should not neglect their own occu-
pation. (A voice: The department will
look after that.)

Mr Streatfield thought the paper read
had been overdrawn, There are not
many teachers run apiaries of 100 hives,
A teacher would require all his available
time and’ talent to carry on an apiary
properly, and if he should be so foolish
as to take up one occupation instead of
another he would find himself going to
the wall, and when the inspector came
round his standard would be so far out
that he would be reduced. Before a
complaint could be made and a stone
thrown there should be a cause. Statis-
tics prove that the productionis under
the demand. Teachers have voiced that
one oecupation as well as others. Surely
you would not shut him ouf. It was
with difficulty that the teacher keeps
bees. He was bound in his school. His
school is' his first stake, and his bees
must go to the wall if they interfere with
it. Teachers have been the most inter-
ested, the most industriousand energetic
in the spread of bee management. He
had spent time and trouble in teaching
others to work in the proper way. The
department takes notice, and asks how
many pupils have been interested in bee
culture. Some in favoured positions do
make something out of it, but if a man
must not use his brains when his daily
work is done it is prohibition. He was
sorry the subject had been brought for-
ward. Beeckeepers should have a broad
feeling, and smooth the way and help each
other as much as they could. He hoped
they would receive the consideration they
demanded. If the nail is to be driven
home, and influence fo be brought to
bear at head-quarters, they were going

to aim a blow at its mostintelligent, per-
severing and deserving men, and instead
of co-operation would leave the best
workers stranded on the rocks. We
should work to bring more power and
knowledge into it, instead of cutting our-
selves off from it. For so we will not
get many teachers if they are to be pun-
ished in the matter and shut out of the
question. A mistake had been made in
thus bringing the question forward, for
as yet we are only on the confines of the
industry, and want all the intelligence,
perseverance and unity we can, and
surely should not do anything that would
hurt one class to the detriment of the
whole body. .

Mr Broadbent did not find a single
argument in favour of the resolution.
As to giving work to innumerable fami-
lies—teachers had children. He had a
boy that could work his apiary better
than himself. If the question was car-
ried it would do no good.

Mz Grale was in a position to throw as
much light as any one. IIewas glad the
paper was brought forward. The paper
had been largely overdrawn.
not know more than two teachers with
100 hives, 4 with 50, and 5 with 10, and
there were very few that could get over
it. The postmasters were the worst
paid civil servants in New South Wales,
and surely they would not take away the
little they could make in the struggling
position they were placed. The school-
master held a most important position.
He was master of the whole village—
children, fathers and mothers, and so of
the whole neighbourhood in which he
lived. They gave practical and theoret-
ical knowledge, and were looked up to as
the highest authority on beeckeeping.
About two years agohe (Mr Gale) visited
a school teacher of a seventh class school
who had to support his wife and eleven
children. Two of this teacher’s biggest
boys had taken up selections, on which
they had started beekeeping, and were
in a positivn to get a good living, and
the teacher was training up others the
same way, but he had only ten colonies
of bees. While he (Mx Gale) was there,

He did %
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a squatter came over to ask him for some
information re bees. All these teachers
have to launch out in order to carry om,
and surely you don’t begrudge the money
laid out, possibly £10, to educate their
children. If you shut the teachers’
mouths and put hobbles on their hands
it will be good-bye to their Conventions.

Mz Trahair said—If we try to handi-
cap the schoolmasters we should make a
great mistake. Why should any oune
man be compelled to do away with his
freedom after his contractis up? No-
thing to do but go home and go to bed.
His firm didnt compel him to do it.
Everyone should have recreation. What
he gets from working overtime gives him
a chance of getting recreation. He (Mr
Trahair) did not think any body of men
should try and curtail what sort of en-
joyment they meant to have. It was a
good thing the paper was brought up.

Mr Abram said the previous speakers
were not practical beekeepers. He would
call on a practical beekeeper.

Mr Gale asked what was a practical
beekeeper.

Mr Abram: One who gets his living

Mr. Bradley.——Schoolmasters are per-
mitted to keep bees. A great many of
them do keep bees. But is keeping bees
bee-keeping ? It is against the rule that
school-masters should have u trade. Is
not the man running 300 hives of hees
not running a trade? Mr. Munday
pointed out 168 hives on his ground, and
another apiary has over 300. Is that a
trade or not? And had his house rent
free! Mr. Munday can well tell the
H.R.B.K.A. honey can keep for three
or four years. Can I (Mr. B.) do so?
Hoe takes what I say rightly belongs to
me. He had no objection to school-
masgters keeping bees. Would it answer
to count his colonies by the 100. Mr.
Mansfield counted more than seventy
swarms, and advertised in every number
of the 4.B.B. Some of them have comb
mills and run a trade in comb founda-
tion. Do the government intend they
should run a trade in comb foundation ?
In the queen trade, have not the school-

masters competed and cut down so low
that really the practical bee-keeper will
not attempt to compete with hem. He
had brought out queens and was getting
£2 apiece for them. (Laughter.) The
school-masters got some and undersold
him ; 30s. was his price, and last year he
gold three queens. He had to pay his
rent, and was it right to pay a man in
opposition to himself? A case came
under his notice of a large shed stocked
with honey ; the owner would not gell it,
but would wait till he could get a bette-
market. The first note of discord among
bee-keepers was sounded by the school-
masters.

Mr. Streatfield said such remarks really
came with bad grace from anybody.

Mz, Tipper reminded Mx. Bradley that
he had not advertised while others had,
g0 it was not to be wondered at he only
sold three queens.

Mr. Bradley moved, “That a deputa-
tion be appointed to wait upon the Min-
ister for Public Instruction to ascertain
from him whether when granting per-
mission to school teachers to keep bees
he contemplated them taking up bee-
keeping as a calling, and entering info
competition with professional beekeepers
in obtaining a livelihood.”

Mr. Broadbent said Mr. Munday
worked his apiary by his family, and
rented the ground he worked it on.

Mr. Pyeman said teachers paid rent
for their places. He paid £50 and Mr.
Munday £80. He had gone in as a
beekeeper with seven swarms, but started
no less than thirteen residents. He had
taught all his pupils and lost his bees.
School-teachers had lost their political,
their religious and social rights without
grumbling, and now they were not to
keep bees, not to keep canaries, not to
keep poultry.

Mr. J. W. Pender moved, ¢ That the
matter drop.” ILet bee-keepers bring
this matter to head quarters, and not
bring it forward in this Convention at
all. They had always been friends, but
if this debate was continued there would
not be friendship, but hatred.

My, Kitchin was a public servant, but
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had started bee-keeping for his son, who
was a cripple.

Mr. Whittle seconded Mr. Pender’s
amendment. That teachers should edu-
cate their children, they were deserving
of consideration. He happened to have
relations in the Department of Publie
Instruction, and the rents they were as-
gessed at were far more than if they were
put into the open market to meet. He
had happened to tell an ex-Minister for
Public Instruction that this discussion
was likely to take place, and that gentle-
men’s sympathies were with the depart-
ment in its efforts to spread the cultiva-
tion of a taste for bee-keeping.

Mz, Bradley did not object to 20 hives
but to their rumning their colonies by
the 100.

M. Gale contradicted that school-
teachers counted their hives by the 100,
Mr. Mansfield or Mr. Munday had not
more than 100, and Mr. Worrell, at Balk-
ham Hills, had not more than 50.

Myr. Allport said, looking at hoth sides,
he received more money from civil ser-
vant beekeepers than they received for
products. They were a benefit to the
beekeeping fraternity.

Me. Cadden suggested the postpone-
ment of the debate till the morning, and
hoped, for the sake of the teachers, the
matter would settle down, and that they
would come back in the morning after a
night’s rest, smiling.

Mr. J. E. Taylor was rather sore on
the subject. He did not object to tea-
chers keeping bees to feach the boys.
He gave an incident where a customer
of his took honey to work out a *“dead
horse,”” and his (Mr. Taylor’s) honey
was unsold. No man could attend fo
bees and teaching.

Mzr. Broadbent said a teacher’s first
duty was the sehool, and he was a very
foolish man indeed if he left himself
open. The check was so strong he must
do his duty, or he would soon be put out
of his work.

Mr. Patten said there was nothing so
bad as giving a little instruction and
gotting nothing out of it. He had pro-
ved within the bounds of possibility, that

at a very low estimate there was a prob-
ability of six times the amount of honey
now produced being consumed. They
should not look upon it as a state-aided
industry on the part of civil servants,
but receiving it as wages for services
rendered. The public had no right to
discuss what he should do in his private
time. As school-masters, they were
authorised to give practical lessons on
bee-keeping, and if they failed to do so
they failed to do their duty and to earn
their money. And as to any surplus
honey, was there more harm to the in-
dustry in selling than giving it away.
To prevent him selling it might be &
premium to fraud and deceit.

SECOND DAY (THURSDAY,)

Mr. Abram again took the chair.

The discussion of Mr. Robert’s paper
was again brought on, but both motion
and amendment being withdrawn, the
matter lapsed.

(To be continuedin our next.)

MORE GOOD WORDS.

The American Bee Jouwrnal of May 24
contains the following :—The second
volume of the Australion Bee Bulletin was
completed with the March number. Sel-
dom does a new beepaper show such
signs of improvement in so short a time.
Surely, our Australian brethren are mak-
ing apiarian history very rapidly indeed.
‘We wish their valuable journal still
greater success, and its publisher all the
prosperity his splendid efforts merit.”—
Thanks, Brother York. Our ambition is
that when the Australian Bee Bulletin has
reached the same venerable age your
journal has it will be as fully entitled to

the same honorable name as yours now
does—* The Old Reliable.”

Mr. H. V. McGee, Narrabri, writes :—
At present we are having cold winds,
accompanied by steady rain, and from
appearances every likelthoed of a contin-
uance. From appearances of different
kinds of honey-producing trees here, I
think the coming season will be a good
one for honey.
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MR. JOHN SMITH, GOODNA.
WRITES:

In April number of 4.B.B, Mr. Strin-
ger re ‘‘a new hive’ asks if this steaw
frame hive is my own idea. Af the time
of writing that I did not know that an
oblong straw frame hive had ever been
used, but have since found that some-
thing of the sort has been in use for a
long time in Germany. But it differs
from my idea in that the frames appear
to be fixed, and to get at them you have
to turn the hive up-side-down. This
renders it very unhandy to manipulate,
and so far as I can see is not much better
than the old straw skep, which style of
hive may be traced back to a remote
antiquity—the date of its invention is

robably lost in the “mist of ages.”
%he design may have been suggested
by the *“great pyramid” itself, only I
don’t think the Egyptians at that period
kept bees, otherwise the sons of Jacob
would not have taken with them a pre-
sent of honey when they went down to
Egypt to buy corn. Hives will possibly
ere long be made of compressed paper
or wood pulp, which when painted, would
be waterproof, lighter, and drier than
wood. Solid wood hives are not good
enough. :

On page 42 of May number of 4.B.5.,
‘W. D. Russell, of Victoria, appears to be
counting his chickens before they are
hatched, and is sore troubled as to how
to get rid of the hundreds of tons of
honey which he expects will be sprung
on the market this season. How would
it do to wait till we get the honey before
fretting about getting rid of it. The
poset says:—

¢The things that make us fume and fret,

Are the things that have not happened yet,”’
Mailing queens from America te Aus-
tralia has been very unsuccessful this
season, the prevalent idea of failure
being that the bees are smothered in the
mail bag ; or if mails are fumigated, that
the fumes of sulphur kills them. I am
of opinion that the candy has something
to do with it. You recollect that friend
Root thought he had solved the candy
guestion by putting a strong man to

knead the candy in place of a woman.
Other queen rearers are bound to admit
that the candy does not always come
right. In view of these facts I tried a
little experiment some months ago that
may interest shippers of queens Cir-

cumstances prevenied my investigating °

as far as I had intended, but others can
experiment along the same lines a little
further. I had received a cage from
America with queen and all bees dead,
and very little candy eaten. Candy
looked good, and cage was well venti-
lated. I immediately put a queen and
thirty bees in the cage and fastened on
the lid; in three days all were dead.
Then 1 made some candy of ordinary
sugar and honey and a little flour. I
put this in the cage with another queen
and thirty more bees; in seven days all
were dead. At thesame time I took a

double cage which was better ventilated.
In each side I placed our own candy and

a queen and about a dozen bees; these
lived eleven days.
appear to die by one or two at a time,
but all seemed to perish at nearly the
same time. We make no pretentions to
be experts in candy making. I would
like to suggest that American queen

shippers try how long they can keep -

queen and bees alive in shipping cages
with various kinds of candy. Tempera-
ture at time of experiment, 75 to 80 in
the shade in day time, average 70 af
night.

One of your correspondents in Western
Australia—wrote some months ago—
about the great quantity of honey, ke cx-
peeted to get from the “ Banksia, or Aus-
tralian Honeysuckle.” He said he would
write and let readers of 4.B.B. know
how much he did get. Just kindly
joggle his memory, Mr. Editor, and tell
him to send along as soon as possible
the results of his experience with the
Banksia. As a matter of fact there are
several species of the Banksia, but the
kind found on the Swan River, Western
Australia, exceeds all the rest of the
genus in size, attains a height of 50 feet
and yields a large amount of honey.

| Jony 28, 1894

The bees did not -
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S
Possibly your correspondent could also
put us in the way of getting some seed to

. try here,

[~ [Some short time since we received more
Jhristmas tree seeds from Western Australia.

“The sender did not enclose his name, but we
took it they came from Mr, John Ayre. At

—&ay rate, we will thank him for them. We
have planted some and also forwarded some to

¢ VMr. John Smith.]

4

*~ MR. PETERSEN’S HIVE,

~ Mr. H. Peterson, Wattle Flat, writes
— s :—You are correct in your foot note
to *“ Tasmania,” in A.B.B. of May, say-
+ #ng that T am using the “long idea”
- hive. Itis a one story hive, with two
> entrances and holding twenty Lang-
- stroth  Simplicity frames, and one
~division board. ~ Mr. J. Carroll, of
o Queensland (the gentleman who first
titroduced Italian bees into Australia
by a Panama or ’Frisco boat, after some
lures), published a small book on
actical beekeeping, some twenty years
waro, I think. Thave lost my copy, but no
~ doubt it is in your library. Well, this
L gentleman was very successful with a
Khive he called the *Simplicity,” hold-
Cing up to twenty eight ‘ American ”’
- frames, and one division hoard, and
having two entrances, and which he
eonsidered hest for extracting purposes:
T consider the hive I am using handy in
- may locality for: 1. quick work extracting,
2. doubling up; 3. superseding inferior
“queens by rearing queens at one end of
the hive in strong colonies, during the
" ney flow; by inserting queen excluding
zine division board ; 4. more easily
“detecting foul brood in its early stage ;
5. less expense for hives.

3 STRAY NOTES.

* ~By J. WiLsoN-GREEN, QUEENSLAND,
Does clipping queen’s stings prevent
them fighting ? I think not. Try two
young ones, sisters, and see if one is not
Tilled. But, I am convinced that mother
and daughter will agree, until the old

one dies, and, I am more than ever
inclined to believe, that, if the young
one turns out a drone layer, the bees
will kill her and rear another, as I men-
tioned in Nov. ’92, number of A.B.B.,
under ‘‘ Superseding Queens,” as I have
had the same oceur in four instances
since. I see you mention sheep recom-
mended to keep down grass, &e. I have
tried them and other animals, but
without doubt the bhest of all
are geese. I had three geese and a
gander and they did grand one season
and they eat it down just where it was
difficult to get at it, near and under the
hives. They never knock off covers or
do any damage to the bees, and the
three geese laid and hatched their brood
of young between the hives. But as I
had young fruit trees in apiary, they
started to eat the young wood, and I
had to turn them out. But where there
is no fruit, &e., they can’t be beat.

Lively time. Sizty six swarms in
February last besides after swarms
returned, as I had not time to cut out
royal cells.

Why do some advocate a one story
hive, however large ? Some of my mnew
swarms are in 10 frame single story hives;
they have brood in about eight frames,
but only a small patch, whilst those in
two story eight frame hives have six
and the inside of the other two frames,
equal to seven, full clear up to the
top bars ; only a small quantity of honey
in the extreme corners and the queens
are just starting in top. Needless to
say they are the colonies for honey.

Everything points to a good honey
flow this season. TIronbark and bluegum
yielded well; Ti Tree in full bloom, and
as soon as that is over Wattle and Man-
grove will be in. The latter, one of my
best sources. What we want now is a
market and better price, as last season’s
short crop and 2d was about the highest
average price in quantity, and when
freight and other charges are deducted
not much left, and what will it be with
a good crop ?
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BRAVO AUSTRALIA!

We have sincerely to congratulate Mr.
H. L. Jones, of Goodna, Queensland in
his success in mailing queens safely
from Australia to America, Messrs F,
A. TLockhart & Co., of Luke George, New

York, says, a queen and seven
workers ‘¢ arrived alive and to all
appearance in fine condition.” Mr.

A. L. Root, acknowledging receipt of
another queen says “she came through
in good order and all were alive. We
should say that your experiment is a
complete success.”” The honor to Mr.
Jones is the more as all the bees seem-
ingly sent for a long time past across the
water here, arrived dead, and it isfor an
Awstralian to, as it were, break the spell
by such phenomenal success.

At the recent meeting of the Texas
State Convention a unanimous voice
was in faveur of natural swarms.

Mr, George Fackender, Unandera,
writes :—The people of lllawarrra are
beginning to see the advantage of keep-
ing bees, even on a small scale. They
greatly help to fertilize our -elovers.
They are beginning to Italianize most of
their colonies, and, although last season
was a very bad one, for honey, T hope to
see Illawarra the proverbial land, flowing
with milk and honey. = Wishing the A.
B.B. a brilliant future, &e,

Mr. Wm. Ferguson, Bungowannah,
writes :—I am well pleased with the A.
B. B. as I get a lot of useful information
from it. The past season has been a
very good one for honey in this district.
T extracted 35 cwt. from 32 hives. The
only kinds of timber within range of my
apiary are white box, yellow box, red
gum and a few apple trees. I work a
two story hive with zine excluders. I
have ten eight frame hives and the rest
ten frames. I kept an exaci record of
the honey extracted from each hive and
found that the ten frame hives averaged
22 1bs each more than the eight frame
hives.

Pressure of space again compels us to -
again hold over to our next the article,
“ What a visit to the Carrington apiary
did.” [Fe

Mr. H. W. J. Taylor, Minmi, says:—

The suggestions given under the name~
of “ Binni,” re ringbarking, in your last
issue, is, in my opinion, wrong. Instead=
of a limit, say nine inches in diameter, -
under which no tree shall be rung; let i
be nine inches above whichno tree shall
be rung. I know in our district treed
under nine inches produce very little
blossom. I feel quite sure if our bees had
to live on the sweets they gathered from _
the trees under nine inches, in our
distriet, we would soon give up beefarm4,
ing and say it did not pay. We must
admit that ringbarking is an improves -
ment to land where it is needed for graz-
ing purposes. Had I intended being:~
present at the Convention this year I
would not have made this comment here:
I notice Mr. Abram says the croaking
noise we hearin thehive is not causcd by
the dronss. Will he be so kind as tg
tell us what it is caused by ?

Mr William 8. Pleffer, Armidals,
writes :—1 have received threo copies of
your interesting and valuable little A
periodical. It ought to be in the hands
of every lover of bees. I have learnf -
some new ideas from its pages, so please
put my name on your subscriber’s list.
My earliest recollection of bees was
some 35 years ago, when I saw a fine;
swarm clustered on a large bathurst bur
at the corner of Piper and Bentick Sts.; 7
in Bathurst. About the same time I
also saw a man tanging bees with a bel¥
which clustered on the roof of his house. ;
Soon after this we removed to the country.
I and a sister were playing among some
bushes when sister exclaimed, ‘see”
what I have found, such a lot of blow-
flies on & bush.” T saw it was a swarm of
bees so went and told father, who hived. .
them. T have kept bees for 25 years
with varying success. Toul brood is the ~
New England beekeepers bane, it reduced
me to two colonies last spring. I now.
have nine, and hope for better times.

A,
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- To Unite.—Put a sheet of brown paper
on top of one hive, with a small hole in

. if. Then place the other hive on top.

" In reply to J. A.Springhurat, Vietoria,
we shall be pleased to take Victoria
postal notesin payment of subseription

—& A.B.B.

Cheshire says that the brooding, feed-
=ng, and sealing of a single bee, from the
egg upwards, costs ag much to the colony

- a5 storing four cells with honey.

Why is Wax Yellow? A German

—writer says that, like the young of nearly

all animals, the young bee on first empty-

Thg its bowels discharges faces of intense

_yellow, and this colours the comb.

Mr. R. M. Knuight, in the A.B.J., says

_ the process of ripening unripe honey
injuriously affects both the flavour and

- aroma of honey, whether this iscarried
‘on in, or on outside the hive.

e A means of preventing foul brood is

given in late American bee journals.

| Spray the tops of the frames three times

10 the breeding season with a wealk solu-

wiion of carbolic and a little salt.

Mzr. R. L. Chambers replies to a letter
_ of Mx. Bolton’s, in the Homs and Farm,

j that the bonus for exporting honey was

not awarded last year by the Victorian
Government, on account of the small

" Yquantity available, and that not of the
_ best quality.

From the ¢ Beekeepers’ Review” we
learn—A Frenchman named M. Beanne,
came across a clutch of partridge eggs.

~ He placed them in ths top of an Abbott

hive, containing a strong swarm, with a
- player of wadding, and another of chaff.

Tn eight days after, fourteen little par-
= tridges were hatched.

Mr. G. . Hachenberg, M.D., writes

~ to the American Bee Jowrnal, that not
succeeding in getting swarms to go into

= old hives where the bees had been
destroyed by moths, he well serubbed the

“~~1nsides with a saturated solution of table

salt. Tt wasa complete success, “it was

* simply glorious to see the bees rush into

these hives, and to stay.” All animal

T and insect life are fond of salt, bees not

excepted.

Sample of Cape ivy forwarded by Mr
Hefferman, Broga. It is very plentiful
here in the Hunter district, flowering
most profusely, yielding plenty of pollen
but little honey. Flowering at this sea-
son makes it very valuable, pollen for
brood-rearing bheing now so essential

In Gleanings Dr Miller 'gives a com-
munication from a Dr Murdoch who is
trying to produce a larger race of bees
by specially selecting and fesding drones.
Ho has succeeded in raising worker cells
41 and 4 to the inch, and drone cells 3%
to the inch The additional length of
tongue of a larger bee might fertilise the
red clover.

Mr. W. Parker, Sutherland, writes:—
The Ironbarks and the Stringys are well
in bud, so I hope to do something with
my bees this season. As you must be
interested in bees, I would like to mention
for the information of beekeepers, that the
¢ (usmos”’ are not only a splendid honey
producing plant, buf also give plenty of
pollen. I have closely observed this the
past two seasons. I find the best time to
set the seeds is in December, and thay
are a mass of flowers in March; they want
to be transplanted about 2 ft apart. I
trust you will pardon my occupying so0
much of your time, but my excuse is, ‘I
am very fond of bees.”

Mr G. R. Harrison, Orange Grove
Aviary, Lower Portland, writes: —Wo
have got little more than a couple of
tons for the season, but could extract
another quarter of a ton. We have
raised the number of stocks from 40 to
80, with young gueens, mostly well
mated Doolittles. We had a little
paralysis, but it did no great dam-
age. All are in splendid trim now.
Bush fires did us a lot of harm, in spoil-
ing 50 per cont. of our early spring for-
age. The peppermint tree will be in
full bloom early in September, but the
orange trees have such a very largo crop
on that I fear the bloom will not be so
great next year as it was last, but still
there are good prospects in 4 good many
directions.



FPROSPEOTUS

OF THE PROPOSED

BEE-KEEPERS’ C0-OPERATIVE HONEY SUPPLY COMPANY, LIMITED.

Capital £1000, divided into 1000 Shares of £1 each,

PROVISIONAL DIRECTORS.

[ErEcrED AT ANNUAL CONVENTION. |

J. W. PENDER, Marrraxo. JAMES T. WILSHIRE, SyDpNEY.
J. E. TAYLOR, Cowga. ROBT. PATTEN, Borwarra, MAITLAND.
H. RAWES WHITTELL, Pexyant Hiris. ALBERT GALE, Svypxyev.

JAMES TRAHAIR, Syprey.

The principal objects of the Company are:— ;

1. To supply a guaranteed pure and unadulterated Honey direct from the producer to the consumer at
a cheap rate.

2. To encourage and develope the apicultural industry by establishing a central depot for the proper
storing, classifying, packing, distributing and exporting apicultural produce of all kinds.

3. To establish branches in any place or country where a market may be found, for the purpose of
commanding a speedy, certain and profitable sale for Honey, &c.

THE METHOD proposed for carrying out these objects are:— s

1. To establish a depot at or near Sydney where all Bee-keepers may consign their Honey and other produce ;
upon receipt of which they will be classitied by a competent person, and a certain percentage to be determined
by the Directors (say 25 per cent. of the value) to be paid in cash to the producer, the balance on sale
of consignment.

2. Honey carts to be sent out each day loaded with honey in bulk, jars, sections, &o., after the style
of the various Milk Companies’ carts, so that honey in any quantity can be drawn off and delivered into
consumers’ own receptacles. By this means it is expected that in time bottled honey will only be required
for despatch to remote places.” The consumer benefitting under this system by avoiding the cost of the jars,
labour and expense involved in labelling, &e., &ec.
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3. All shareholders actually producing honey and sending supplies to the Company will he paid a
higher rate of dividend than shareholders who are mnot Honey suppliers, in the proportion of & to 2,  or as
12s. 6d. is to 7s. 6d. in the £. Shareholders in the Company not to be charged storage on comsignments
awaiting sale; non-shareholders the same rates as mow paid to commission agents. This is proposed with the
object of getting all shares taken up by Honey producers only.

4. Honey, &ec., to be purchased from Shareholders and producers at rates to be decided (on classification
by eompetent person) by the Directors. Shsreholders’ honey, &c., to be bought before non-shareholders. The
shareholding producers will thus be enabled to obtain’full market price for their produce, while the increased
price obtained by the direct supply will be distributed as dividends.

5. No shareholder to hold more than ten shares and not more than one vote. As the objects uf this
Company are complete co-operation, it is expected that every bee-keeper will take up shares, if only one or two

Upon 800 shares being taken up the Company will be declared formed ; if not by the 31st December,
1894, the money, less actual expenses for stamps, stationery, &c., will be returned.

The shares are now offered on the following terms: 5/- on application, the balance in calls not to
exceed 2/6 per share at intervals of not less than three months.

Intending shareholders are requested to fill in the attached form, and return it to the Provisional
Directors, care of James Trahair, Esq., Hebblewhite & Co., Sydney.

e et e o e ray

THE BEE-KEEPERS’ CO-OPERATIVE HONEY SUPPLY COMPANYJ LIMITED.

; 1894
To the Provisional Directors, Beckeepers' Co-operative Honey Supply Company, Limited.

GEnTLEMEN,—I hereby apply for.....see..ceese......shares in the akove-named Company, and I herewith enclose the sum of
£iovsesneseranssaness, being the amount of application money at...... v sssesss.per share. T request you to allot me that number of Shares

upon the terms of the Company’s Prospectus, dated the....... voanee s e svABTIOE SE L L e S 1894, and I hereby agree to
accept the same or any less number of shares that may be allotted to me, and I authorise you to register me as the holder of the said shares,

Name in full,.......

Usual Signature ,,.
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How J. E. Taylor, of Cowra, Cures the weaker of my hives (although none =
i of them are really weak).
? plenty of honey in store, and T contrast

Robbing.—Close the entrsnce fully up
with flour. The robbers inside will force

They have

:F
AS

e

o~

their way out, and you can see where } the entrances over night to exclude cold ~

they go. The rcbbers outside will not

i winds and chill. I have also noticed in

force their way in, but the bees of the ) the mornings inside, on the glass of an

hive will, He told us it was very
effective.
Dr W. R. Howard says that the apores

of foul brood, when excluded from the ,

air, retain their vitality indefinitely, but
that an exposure of from twenty-four to
thirty-six hours will kill them; that a
temperature approaching boiling point
must be continued nearly an hour
to destroy them ; and that an exposure
to an atmosphers below zero for three
days will not destroy them. Could foul
brood germs float in the air there would
be no hope of curing the disease.—Bes-
keepers Review.

Mr A. J. Murray writes—I wish to re-
move some colonies of bees to a distance
per rail. Would you kindly advise me
as to packing or securing, &c. The hives
are all Langstroth pattern, cottage roofs,
tops and bottoms moveable.

[As to removing hives per rail now in the
winter time there’s not the anxiety needed as in
summer, During the day time see the frames
arec well secured to the rabbits so they cannot
shift, and the follower also be well tightened up
by wedges or screws. Serew the tops and bot-
tons on to the bodies. Van Deusen clamps are
very useful for this purpose. Or you might well
rope them up, they camnot shift, After dark,
when all the bees are well in, cover the entrance
with wire eloth in such a way no bee can es-
cape. Were it summer weather, and much soft
honey in the comb, would turn the hives upside
down. Then comb and honey would not fall
and drown the bees and brood. Buf such is not
essential at thistime of year.

A correspondent at Manly writes :— T
do not see any ¢‘seasonable operations”
paragraph in your journal ; this being
less transcendental than the rest of mat-
ter usually in each month’s pages, must
have a special attraction for beginners.
My environments are perfect as far as
native flora is concerned. Near my few
hives is the large area of the Quarantine
Station, from which the public is ex-
cluded, sothat it is at present one mass
of wild flowers. Every morning I find
a number of dead bees outside some of

: observatory hive, a very heavy dew. At

~

1

! your leisure I would like to know if this "‘:

I is owing to defective management.

[Re the seasonable operations we try to make
the Special Subject and Questions do this, mak-
ing it applicable to the month, and inviting the
experiences of the best beekeepers in the colonies
on the same. For instance, in May the question

| was, the Preparafion of Hives for Winter. Now

'in July the Special Subject is Early Spring
Management, i.e., to get bees into good order
and strong for the spring time. Re the moisture,

{if you have full-width entrance, that is all the
I ventilation needed. The bees if any way strong
see to the rest. Top ventilation of any kind is
unneeessary.

Mr, John Sutton, Drakes Brook,
"W.A., writes :—I have much pleasure
in thanking you for your useful publica- .
tion, the Bee Bulletin. I am only a’
novice with bees, still have already got

so much attached to the few colonies I
have, that I have determined to go in

more, and have them Italianised as soon
as ever I can do so. Your book is a
boon to me here, and if it misses
n mail I feel that something is
wrong. Like Mr. B Wolfe, I have
to thank Mz, J. Ayre, of Perth,
for his kindness, on ealling on him with
‘a, friend last December, to look at his
‘bees, I was a silent observer, but I left
with a strong desire to try my hand with
these pets. And now I have four good
'colonies, that are doing well, and are
working away between the showers
just like the busy little bee we used to
read about when I was a boy. I will
not fail to let you havean article for the
Bulletin, once I get fairly on the way,
and get to fairly handle my stocks
properly, as, all being well, I will try
and rear queens next season, and go in
for extracting. Wishing you every sue-
vess with your venture, which I’m sure
is a credit to your office, and T hope for
your sake is a financial success as well
as otherwise, &c.

I [Many thanks Mr. Suttor for your good words.

estern Australia news is always welcome. ]
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"\ From our colebrated strain of Honey Gatherers and Even Sealers.

(CARNISLAN AND ITALIAN.)

s airn | 5.t o e | 0l oA g0y

W. T. SEABROOK & CO,
. Orange Blossom Bee Farm, St. Ives, Gordon, N.S.W,

TO BEE KEEPERS.
Jo(

Study your interests and send your orders to

DALLEE AND HOGANS

P
i For Bee Keepers' Tinware,
=

l;

o

‘Where your Orders shall receive prompt attention. Price Lists on application.

- DILLEY AND HOGAN.
L TINSMITHS,

4

High Str'ee_t, West Maitland.  Naw Sonth Wales.
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Tae CONVENTION COMBINATION HIVE. ¢

Is a great requisition to all Beekeepers, * large or small.”

It prevents Swarming, Burr Combs, besides producing larger quantities

Extracted and Section Honey with less labour.

Enclose stamp for particulars, price, &c.

W. T. SEABROOK & CO.,

ORANGE BLOSSOM BEE FARM,

St. Ives, GORDON, N.S.W.

HONEY MEANS MONEY.

THE Ligurians or leather-coloured bees are not egualled by any breed yet discayered in the
world, for producing honey. They are as quiet as any, and, fo my eye, as handsome. To
' show my faith in this statement, T will undertake to forfeit tho sum of £10 to the National Bee-
keepers’ Association, on the following conditions : Place 10 hives of Ligurians (leatherscoloured)
and 10 hives of ANY other breed in the same locality under similar conditions, and if the Ligurians =
do not take the cake, then the Association takes the sum named. . Who will take up the ¢hallenge?
To secure the greatest possible vigour by ayoiding too close breeding, I am procuring: for this i
season’s breeding a dozen queens from various renowned breeders in Italy, \ ~
T am also getting a couple of dozen of the renowned five-banded queens from Araerica.| These
will be kept at a seperate yard thrée miles away. So purchasers can have their choice; either &°
Ligutians (leather-colouredy or the five-banded queens at the following prices, viz. :— W
TUntested, 1 for 7/6, 4 for 20/0. Tested, 1 for 12/6, 4 for 40/0. \ 1
<

Breeders (equal to imported) 1 for 20/-, 2 (one of each breed) 30/-
Imported (either breed) 1 for 40/- ; ]
TFirst prize for Purest Ttalian Qneen and Bees, Sydney 1894. Bronze Medal and Diploma for
honey at the World's Fair, Chicago, U.S.A. i

M1 R. N. Bryant, Post Office, Haydonton, writes:—*‘ Mr Mansfield’s bees are the best bees T
have seen (for pure-bred Ifalians). The drones are marked with the gold bands, which was not
the case with the bees I gof from others. I have scen several of other breeders’ bees, and those T ™
ot from Mr. Mansfield could give any of them a long start.” i

<

C. MANSFIELD, |
HUNTER RIVER APIARY, LARGS, N.S.W. ¢

e
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. NOW IS THE TiME

oy

- To put Comb Foundation into your frames and get your hives ready
for the coming season.

REMEMBER!'!
We make the best Comb Foundation, and will even say that America

can produce none better. Our wax room is fitted up with the most
modern appliances, including—

Steam Wax Purifiers.
Steam Wax Melting Apparatus.

Steam-power Foundation Mills.

b WE MAKE THE BEST,

:
oy
i
'S

- SEND FOR NEW CATALOGUE BEFORFE THE END
OF THIS MONTH.

NONE CAN BE BETTER.

R. .. IPIENDER,
»  Manufacturer of Beekeepers’ Supplies,
WEST MAITLAND, N.S.W.
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Queens !

Ttaliaon Bees!

Colowies!

Nuctei. &c.
Send for Price List.
W .S. PENDER,

Drumfin Apiary,
WEST MAITLAND.

O UK FE N |

~  DIRECT FROM
The Largest Breeder in the World,

At the following prices, by mail to Australia
and all foreign countries—

S

One Tested Queen i $1.50
6 to 12 e .. each 1.25
Untested i o 1.00
6 to 12 s~ each ' .75

FINE Breeders on hand all the time 6.00
Postage outside Australia extra.
Circular giving full particulars by mail post free,

Mrs. Jennie Atchley,
Begvinie, Bee Co., Texas, U S.A.

The Australian  Agriculturist.

Circulated all over the Colonies.

S the best, cheapest, and mcst instructive
Journal of Agriculture published in the

colonies. It is written for and edited by the
best experts in Australia, and supplies the latest
news and improvements in Farming, the Dairy,
Poultry Breeding, Sheep Breeding, the Apiary,
Horses, Country Industries, Land Settlement,
Cultural Celebrities, Sugar and Tropical Plant-
ing, Cultivation, Mont?hly Suggestions, Pigs,
Forestry, - Fruit and Flower Growing, the
Kitchen Garden, Money Crops, the Vigneron,
Farm, Fun, &c. - Subscription, 2s 6d per annum,
Send for a specimen copy.

Advertising Scale—4s per inch per insertios
Send for our contract prices.

Office—290 George Street, Sydney..

THE AUSTRALASIAN BEE MANUAL<

And Complete Guide to Modern Bee Culture”
in the Southern Hemisphere. A
By Isaac Horring, Auckranp, N.Z.

Third Edition. Z g Fourth Thousand. |

Crown 8vo,, 850 pages, 143 illustrations. |
Acknowledged to be the most complete practicals
work on Apiculture yet published.
Published by the Author. Copyrighted in all
the Colonies.

Can be obtained in the Australian Colonies
from Messrs. George Robertson & Co., Lim.,
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Brisbane,
‘Wholesale and Retail from the Author, Auck-
land, N .Z. —_—

Price List of Bee Appliances free from

I. HOPKINS & CO.
AUCKLAND, N.Z.

Doolittle’s
Solar Wax Extractors

Rail freight paid, 15s each.
Untested Italian Queens, 4 for 20s.

WV

Fray-James Non-swarmers, 2s each.
w3

GEORGE JAMES, *
3 E E FARM,

«1
:

The Farmer & Gra.zier; |

The Best Illustrated 3
Farmers’ Journal in Australia. ¢
7s 64 PER ANNUM. : ‘l

J. TWOMEY & CO,,
52 Market Street, o
Melbeurne.
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Esiﬂb.-—ﬁ U B 0 PE- A H E B I G A--"'1850: THE AUSTRALIAN
Ph. Heinsberger, |FANCIERS' CHRONICLE,
15 FIRST AVENUE, DEVOTED TO

NEW YORK, U. 8., AMERICA, Poultry, Pigeons, Canaries, and

NTERNATIONAL BUREAU f{for any DOgS-
Business and private matter. Debfs col-
vlocted. Insurance. Patents. Addresses any PUBLISHED FORTNIGHTLY.

" kind (10 to 20 for 5s—1 dollar—4 rupees.) In—
formation (each b shillings), Books and Papers,
Foreign Postage and Rev%‘nue Stangaaa CEoins,
Minerals, Shells, Plants, Flowers, Bir 3
and Skins, Insects, Naturalists’ Supplies, Cgrgi'- FOUR-FENCE PER COPY, AT ALL
osities, Beekeepers’ Supplies, queens and hone
Fa 'spet;ialty. Ep.xporb gfd retail orders for a.n? NEWS AGENTS.
| American and Huropean merchandise accepted | pogt Free in N.S.W. 4s 6d half-yearly, 8s 6d.
(wholesale 2 per cent, retail 10 per cent commis- :
sions charged.) Price lists of American or yearly.
European manufacturers (3 to 5 for 5 shillings.)
My circulars on demand with enclosed reply
postage. E. LEE & €0., 53 MARKET ST., SYDNEY

ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY.

American Office and Depot of the Awustralion Fomler AU OpN to

Bee Bulletin.

WE HAVE PUORBCHASED
(i Major Shallard’s Honey Bugsiness and Supply Trade.

Our Catalogue tells how to eure Paralysis, Introduce a Queen, Get Rid of Laying Waorkers,
Stop Robbing &c. Send forit. Post Free,

00
WE WILL BUY YOUR HONEY [RIGHT OUT, OR WILL SELL
| IT ON COMMISSION.

]

v A. SHALLARD & COY.,
™ WHOLESALE HONEY MERGHANTS, COMMISSION RGENTS & SUPPLY DEALERS!

\ PROSPECT STREERET
LEICHHARDT, SYDNE Y.

0

WHEN YOU ARE IN SYDNEY GIVE US A CALL,

Alrry
1
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BLERZEDERY SUPPLIES

s

THE BEST AND
CHEAPEST.

WANTED
BEESWA X

BEST MARKET PRICE
OR SUPPLIES FOR
ANY QUANTITY.

GOOD WAX.

'SARE TRINOILY

NEW LISTS
WILL BE READY IN A FEW DAYS.
—— FREE ——
.| HEBBLEWHITE & CO.,

OPPOSITE SYDNEY ARCADE & STRAND,,

Basement A.J.5. Bank, Gearge St., Sydney.

Printed by K. Tippen, propristor, High Stveet, West Muitland, New South Wales!
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