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Cover grade and comments from Principal Harry C. Steffen of Thiensville School
to his student, John Sitkiewitz, author of THE HISTORY OF THIENSVILLE:

at+t++

yoa have done a very czedible piece of woxk, and, in fact, an unusual J'ob
fot a ftesllman.

dhat you have Given it a lot of time is very evident. L am sute, t/l.oug/z, that
afte'c all the hard work was completed, you were /m,o,o# in the %ealization of
/zavin.g done a 6%06 and done it well — a teuth this b'cin.gb /za,opin.ebb to

many.
QU has been a xeal pleasure to work with you this year, Jx. you have __a

A,olendid attitude and U have witnessed a temarkable improvement in yout

ma'eks, Aateg a ,o[eabu'ce to you, and, need say, to your teacher also.

Q /zope you will alwa#.a kee,o such an ambitious attitude.

dtarey € Stffen
dxin. Gf §echools
June 9, 1937

Q did not maxk ofnglib/z exrors discovered fo'c Q did not wish to A,aoil, in any
mannex, the appeatance since you will, no doubt, wish to save this /zibtot# of
the village.



HISTORY OF THIENSVILLE

Thionsvillo is one of the oldest villages in the
countiy. In its IOI»yoars of existence it has a very inter-
esting back-grbund. No one has ever made a study om its
history or ever wrote one up. I have gathered informatiom f
on ité history for nearly three weeks. Some of the dates L
way vsry @ bit, because the men I have talked to did not A
know them exactly, but they are not more than five years Vo4
away from the actual happenings. I have interviewed the
following two men. Mr. John F. Gierach and Mr. J. O.‘Carbys.
Both men have given me galmost the same amount of information.
Therefore I hope in future years this authentic information

Ivhavo gotten to-gether will be of some use.

By Mr. John Sitkiewitz.



HISTORY OF THIENSVILLE

Th¢ f1rst'fau£1£os to settle where Thiensville now
stands were the Johm Weston and McBeam families in the year
of 1834. Later a uan~by”thc name of Henry Thien came in 1854,
he built one of the 28rlisst iadustrias in phe village, &
grain elevestor or a saw and grist mill. Some of the old logs
can. atill be seen whers the old mill stood. These buildings
burned down in the yoaf of I876. Henry Thien then set cut and
built the new mill or present ddy mill. He them sold it to @
man by the name of Memmler, while he owned it he wodernized it
with all new equipment. 1In later yesrs Meumlers scld it to a
man named P. J. Kroehnke. Kroshnke had it fop some time, then
in I9I5 he so0ld it to Mr. Liebcher wha still is the owner of it.
- The o0ld grain elevator across from the railroad tracks wes built
by Wilsdn, he bought’up grain from the farmers and then sold

it to the cities. The mill dam éhd canel was built in the year

of I846. There is no foundation for the deam. The bottom is
just laid out with the logs. It was remog®ledby each men who

owned it thus far. The large cement wall on the other side
‘was built by Mr. Liebscher in I9I7. The slide was also built
by him, but in whet yesr he did not know.
The first general store was owned by a man by the namre
of Mr. Zimmermen» He had hi« store where Mr. Helm now has his.
Later Mr. Thiermsn bought the store from Mr. Zimmerman and ran it.
The first blacksmith shop was starisd v a r.an by the nama
of Doove in the year @f 1872. The next one was started by John

Gierach when he came to Thiensville in the year of I888.
The first Fire-house was locsted jus: z0u 2 of the

shoe factory. It was then moved to where Staudy's south drive-
way 1s located. After that it was moved where the first schocl

in Ihicnsv111§ stood. 1In the year-of I9I4 the new village hall



‘hure'ﬂbuﬁti’ifﬁj:%fwié:thcﬁ*meu&. there. They had aw e]:rE hai!spn.pr
"ihtclf"d_inppﬁrcﬁéit future years. The old cunow.thdf{'had' for -
frightening-ewsy: the-Indians, cen still be seen at the new fire

‘house. TheteEfs sIso s jJeil in the fire house.

The first;hard-raro store was a tin-shop owned by A.
Hilger Se. Thc tin smith before Mr. Hilger was & man by the
name of Lucyan,llator he ias bought out by Mr.>Hilgor when the
latter =tarted his own bua;ﬁQSS._ The present tin-smith is Mr.

R. F.’Borgih. | |

vHerman.lachcith was the first harness maker. He was
here in the yeer of 1865. Later a man by the name ot‘ErnSf‘G;iaId
b2111¢ a shop where Hf. 0. Hadler now stends. Lator-whqu‘ififnbdlor
‘'started in the harness meking trade he bought ur.yaoidlc out.
Mr. Hedler still is in the herness business and 1is the only one
in it for miles around. 7 |

The firai tavern in Thiensville wes started by Wm. Obitz.
He had hia'tavgrn’whort Mr. Kieker's tavern now stands. There
were two dthure,bofortg;QOO: Henry Haas and Wm. Golterman.

.At one timﬁ»th;fc-'aava brewery in the village, it was
owned by & men nam‘dfur. Eﬁgols. It was located where Glerachs
store now stands.: lﬁgovbrnmont distillery was run by a man
named Mr. Hausburg. It was located where Rowes garage now stands.

Tﬁﬁ%iirst.printing shop was run by J. 0. Carbys; he
started a= a boy of about I4 years old, and ren it in his home.

He printcd‘njmc.cards snd election ballots. Later Henry Morhusen
had it where Miller's Meet Merket now stands. Carl Zimmerman
‘hed 1t just opposite the town hall. Later Mr, Hadler owned it and
moved it next to the harness shop. After A, Hedler became po<t-
‘meeter Mr. Ben Tadler took it into his hands.

The first lumber vard was started on the place where it nf¥

stands. It was fprst owned by Mr. Ferdinand Duve and Wm. Zimmermamn.



Anguaﬁ lass.thcaAboughtAtt, aftcr that Chl?l'&alﬁ&ﬁih&nght it, after
that it became Thiensville Limber Company.

‘_ThOLfirst,Hotol was bullt by Fred Memmler. Now it is
Aussbpfs~ﬁafi1;glH| bu11t it some where back in the 1880's. Later
Mr. Fred Hemmler sold it ﬁr. Aussem whd still is running it.
Haeusler's Hotel was built by Nic Wilson. He later sold it to
Riemers, then Mr. Riemer sold it to Mr. Haseusler who still owns it.

At one time there was a broom factory which wes located
right in baclk of_Konitzcr's Home. A dam cen still be seen where
the factory once was standing. :

The first automobile was oﬁnod by Dr. Albers, the second
was pwncd by Mdr. Fritz Linden.

Mr. Thierman had the first telephono office. It was
located where Mr. qum now has his store. There was only one
telephone in the whole office. It was started in 1882.. In I909
they moved it where 1t now stands. There they put modern equipment
thto 1t.

Mr. P. J. Kroehnke, cwner of the mill, furnished the first
electricity to the foilowing families: Thiermans, Rosenthal and
“Gierachs.

The first gerage was owned by Mr. Theodore VWegeman, a
filling station was éisorincluded, He had it where Mr. Rowe's
garage nowhétpnds.

The first doctor in the village was Dr. Rosenthal, he
came in the year of I855.

The first sidewalks of the village were built in I9I3.

That was a decided improvement to the village.

The Lutheran Seminary which is found on top of a largse
hill west of Thiensville wes built in the year of I928.

Thiensville was without a church for 75 years until the

the Catholic church was built in 1913, this being the first one.



~ Then in 1929, the Grace Lutheran Church was built.. It is the
only Luthersn church in the‘villago up to now.

The first bank wes built in I9I0, this being the Finance
_Company. Th?fnow.aho”wasrbuilt in the year of 1929.

In the yéar of I904 a man by the name of Mr. Wilcox had
an excursion boat on the Milwaukes river. He ran two launches,
aﬁd made four round trips a day. He charged 25¢ for a round trip.
The trips were uada;ly made on Thursdey and %unday. . He Rold refresh-
mente to hie paesengers, <ome of thece b2ing ice cresm, soda and
candy.' Besidea having two large .boats he had about 30 small row-
boﬁts. He leter sold this to Mr. Mesx Pcelzig who in turn sold
the land to the Athietic Club.

In the year of I880 there were about 50 dwelling houses,
Besides this, there were 2 stores, 2 wagons and blacksmith shops,
I teilor, 2 shoe-shops, 3 taverns, I hotel end a post-office.
There also was @ cheess factory which was locetad just out of the
town of Mequon, and was run by Mr. Louis C. W. liagner.

The first murder in Ozaukee county was coumitted by a
man by tue name of Maurice 0'connell in Port Weehington. He was
charged for killing a fplloﬁ ssilor, Micheel Doyle. When they re-
turned to their boat after & quarrel, they again sterted to guarrel,
and O'connell took up @ knife and stebbed his friend ir the neck
kitling niw almost ih;tantly. After hic arrest he was taken to the
comty ifail. The fifst jury feiled to agree cr his wurder. At the
next trial he was accused of first degree murder and sentenced to
117e¢ in prison at the State peniientiary. In 18632 he vas pardoned
bv Gov.Sélamam, because of good behavior.

The St, Paul and Milwaukee railrcad was run through the
villege in I872. 1In some place3 “h~r rad & herd time retting the
lard.

The first white settlers to settle in Mequon were Mr.



Isaac Begelow and Daniel Stricklend. They came from British

‘ possesaions;andécamc straight to Wisconsin. When they came, the

- land wes 8ll wilderness and the only paths were Indian trsils.
They camd w£tha$hoi§ fam111es in the year of I836. In the year

of I837 Mr. John VWoodsworth came and took up claims. 1In I839

W, Uolte énd Mr. Adolph Zimmerman settled in Mequony, now that
section is Thiensville. A few years later five more familiss

came over from’England and settled in Megquon. i fé%gr the Fries-
‘stedt colony was started with about 60 families. The first msans
of shalter were tents. A men by the name of Timothy Wooden, the
firse Grafton settler helped the men of the Friestadt colony build
their new homes. Mr. Ed. H. Janssen was the first Gsrman schcol
teacher in the town ofMequon. Aftér a while he became greatly in-
tereasted in politice. Leter he tecarme e menper ol the consti-
tutional convention. In I85I he was elecied to the office of the
State superintendent of schools. He died in the yeear orf I877.

The first léwyer of the village was J. 0. Carbys. He
served under the first president who was John F. Gierach.

The aoning sct was pessed in the year of I930. A map
of the zoned village can be found at the Thiensville School. - It
ﬁaa.made by Cerl Wiese.

A tin shop at one time was located whe:e¢ the Finance Co.
now stands.. It was torn down when the first bank was built.

The first jail was in the fire-house, one window had bars
while the other did nét. The first prisoner was Bill O'connell, he
was put in jail Je+} becesuse he threw his wife out of the house.
He also was the last one. |

| The Cooperative farmers creamery was started in I907. It
was built by John Miller end it took pgtween gix to eight months
to build it. The cost of the building was 3200 dollars. They

only made butter and cheese. A wmen by the name of Otto Gierach



from Friestadt wes the first butter wsker. The first cheese maker
was libertvxbpmtnu;;‘Thahnuxck909mpany bought it in the yesr of I9I7.
They didn't mske much money because most of the farmers hauled their
own milk t¢iMilwaukee. He ren his plent till 1930. It was idle

t111 the year of 1936 when A. Msus bought it and remodéled it into &
a moderm garage and filling'station.

The first shoe feactory was run by Allen and Spiegle. It
was bullt in the old school-house. Later Mr. Gilbert bought it out.
He later added new buildings on the east and west encs.

The first fire was in the old mill which was located right
behind the new will. The fire happened in the year of I876.

The mill was then an old frame shack.

The first men to teke an aéroplene ride in the village
were as follows: Mr. Sitkiewitz, Mr. Kieker and Mr. Wiese.

The Thiensville Park or Now Rhiengans' perk was owned by
Mr. Henry Haps. Then & man named Mr. Ed. Simmin bought it. Later
Wm, Riéenemschnider bought it, he in iurn sold it Mr. Wm. Holnagle.
The last and pressnt man who owns it is Mr. Wm. Rhiengans. Every
School picnic was held in this perk. They were always held on the
Fourth of July. '

The first carpobtor was & man named Schrnuckel.

- The firstvUndcrtakdr was Wm. Haeft, he 2lso owned a wagon
shop. He had his establishment in the year of 1I887. The next under-
taker was M¥: Louis Bartelt, who had his perlor in the year of I9I3.
In the year of I9I8 Mr. Wslter Bublitz started his own estetlishment,

:and his owt  furniture store.

The first person to have a boys bicycle was J. 0. Carbys.
The first person to have a girls ticycle was Mrs, John F. Gierach.

The first ma jor flood in Thiensville was in the year of

I88I. It was caused by an ice blockade. The only means of tran-



8P tlon then was wilh row: Ihe flood 1las

~done to the dem or the village. The water was about thraa f

_It was built by tha staté and County.

'factory.

»then owned bv Mr. Henry Morhusen %r.A{A qtranger oould stay only

*ione night He got good food and bedq.. Bill Morhu an wav fh"s

‘”a pass from John F. Flerach before they could be edmitte;f
‘  of thé,time they took the name of John Doa. Tha paweg Would
‘és‘follbvs. Keep John Doe overninht and chérgs to. the tdwn
-iaverage numb@r 8 night were 6 to 8._ They had to get out t)
morning. This wes going on for six or seven years. Theyfdiﬁ‘

’kéep5it up, because too many people-came. Some peoplefcéﬁé*

v‘Milwaukee. Most of them aldo gave falaﬂ names.

During thé 1ce'blockad6 the ééﬁtharh héif of ﬁﬁe Aaﬁ gé?&‘_g_
There were men snd women on the scene trying to repair it, by
piling sand begs into the open gap. There wasn't much damage d°w,,

to the village. It cost about IBCQC: do]}ays to repair'it. The sécéndf
major flood was 1in the year Qf-1924. This happened on thér ’ V

August, It as caused by heavy rains There wasn't much damage

The bridge et the fire house was built in the yeariw:
The bridge before that was built in the year of 1856. Mr.jviif
built the new one and it cost about three thousand dollars.‘;fi
first bridge down at Méuv',parawe was bﬁilt 1h'the year-d 18:

Mr. Johpn Miller built the one before the new one was made

The concrete products was built by e men namﬂd Mr{f*

He sold concrete and cement blocks. - Now it 1is a Pickle and'Vinega

" At one time the old Turner Hall was a paupﬂr house.

All ﬂepenses wes to be paid bv the town of Mequon | Thev had to. get

1

.RhlenganS' hall. They were nop talkies. He charged 5¢ for ‘%}ng




and IOZ for adults. ﬁc’startad in;IQIﬁ,Fand,qdded in 1920. He had
them twiccra wcck'gnd qu’Sundays.c“HQ had a Iot;dffﬁusincss t111l the
talkies came out. He didn't have enought money to buy the talkies.

Theygalédkhad:baseball zames before I900. The plqving'
field is where A. Msus now has his garageQ The games were slways
for nothing, one of the opppsing tsams was Mequon. Two of the n»lavers
Arno Hilger and Jim Flynn., who still live-here.

The prlank road which is now Highway 57 was built in the
year of 1836. It was built by Jchn Weston and T. Wooden. They
called i1t @ plank road because it was first leid with planks.

The village of Thiensville wes incorporated in the year of
I9I0. |

The street lights were first in when the village waes incer-
porated in the yeur of I9IO. |

In the vear of I896 there .wis a club who called themselves
the Turner§7 There main ouryose was to stage acrobaticrstunts.

They held very large dances and =xhibitions to reise money. The
club slowly broke in future years,

Up to about:IS,years ago there ﬁere caftle fairs held every
first Monday of the ﬁbntht. The men care from far ancd neaf trying
to sedltheir stocksm-wThis lasted for sbout 60 years. A few years
ago they tried to start this again, but failed.

The tirst'5urvey0r was a man by the nare cf Mr. Brown.

He maped cutigge whole country and the state, After that a man
by the name of Tennyson. Then Vi, Jahn Sr.

The first court was held in School District No.I. A man
by the nare of Bonevels built it. It was a log cabtin. The fin= he
reaceived vwas to split.reils rcr a fence,

The first post-office vias in Mequon. It vwaes called ths
4ilwaukea River post-office. Mr., John Weston was the post-master.

While the posteofficé was at Thierman's store, the following.



;g&ttipostmastirééa;kr:&iouisxwsgner,‘P;~J; Krc0hnkif§éiﬁii¥!ﬁ¥ii§iﬁﬁ?
VWhen-1t"Wtsvmovgd‘t6éllber's place the fallowing were p&st-masterss
Touts K!u&oﬁ%@ﬁbiliiﬁfaadmiéck Albers. After 1tkburned down it was
‘movad to wherenow stands. Mrf*lIQ~HadIeriisfhou the new post-
ma~ter.

The following men were hea i~ the past-and in the future:
Rieoenhenef, Conrad Wiesler and Mr. Wiesz.

- The first school wes held in the old shoe fadtory; vSomo'of‘
the teschers were in I874: Miss Adele Alten, in I872: Mr. Brdsn,
in I905: Miss Emly Reloff, and in I880: Mr. Arnofkrttzséﬁf. The-
school wes held here till I922, when Mr. Gilbert came.7;T§§;n§w
school was then built. It has c¢nly two years ofrhighﬂaéh;érf Sémo
of the pupils of 1874 were, Otto Hadler, Jochn Bauer and J§ﬁn Jord&n.
In the yeér of 18723 1Ida Nehls. 1In the year of Iaadz;qu§ﬁhillgrua
and Ctto Cerbys. In the yesr of I905: Asta Glerach, Eaéiﬁ;diéif
Prieda Hadler, Ray. Gier;ch and Irene Jdierach. . The eﬁpérinteﬁdent»

in the yesr of 1880 was Mr. Scott from Cedarburg.

The fircst tarber was Henry ldorhusen. He had his shop in
Loertcher tz—vern. The‘costicf an hai-_ut th-n 2 I5¢, The next
barber was a man byftﬁ;gnimd of Mr. Troxel. He had his where
Hoffman's meat markggé;i.- The next barber was Andy Glavas., Arter
him ceme 8 man by th§ name of Mr. Kelly, first he had it where MNr.
Schmeling 1@?&0!; but leter mcved to Loertchsr's isvarn. Ee ie
now in nothefn'W1scohsin. Then came Mr. Weis jahn, who has his
shop next to the nothern station, and Mr. Schma2ling who hae his in

Riemer's tavern.
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