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Cover grade and comments from Principal Harry C. Steffen of Thiensville School 

to his student, John Sitkiewitz, author of THE HISTORY OF THIENSVILLE: 

CStttt 

You have done a very eredihble piece of work, and, in fact, an unusual job 

for a freshman. 

Chat you have given it a lot of time is very evident. 2 am sute, though, that 

afte' all the hard work was completed, you were happy in the realization of 

having done a big job and done it well — a truth this brings happiness to 

many. 

Ut has been a veal pleasure to work with you this year, Jr. You have__ a 

splendid attitude and 2 have witnessed a temarkable impcovement in yout 

matks, surely a pleasure fo you, and, need 2 say, to your teachet also. 

Q hope you will always keep such an ambitious attitude. 

tarry C Stffen 

Orrin. Of Schools 

cjune 9, 1937 

2 did not mack prglish errors discovered for 2 did not wish to spoil, in any 

manne, the appearance since you will, no doubt, wish to save this history of 

the village.



—_ HISTORY OF THIENSVILLE | 

- Thiensville is one of the oldest villages in the its 

countiy. In its IOI years of existence it hes a very inter- i ay 

esting back-ground. No one has ever made a atudy on ite 

history or ever wrote one up. I have gathered information | | | 

on its history for nearly three weeks. Some of the dates ” t 

may vary a bit, because the men I have talked to did not ot 

know them exactly, but they are not more than five years alr : 

away from the actual happenings. I have interviewed the — 

following two men. Mr. John F. Gierach and Mr. J. 0. Carbys. 

Both men have given me almost the same amount of information. | 

‘Therefore I hope in future years this authentic information a 

I have gotten to-gether will be of some use. — | oo | a : 

By Mr. John Sitkiewitz.



| _- HISTORY OF THIENSVILLE 

| ‘The first femilies to settle where Thiensville now 

stands. were: the Johm Weston and McBean families in the year 

of 1834. Later @ man by the name of Henry Thien came in 1854, 

he built one of the earliest fadustries in the village, @ 7 

grain elevator or a saw and grist mill. Some of the old logs 

gan. atill be seen wheres the old mill stood. These buildings | 

burned down in the year of 1876. Henry Thien then set out and . 

built the new mill or present day mill. He then sold it to a | 

man by the name of Memmler, while he owned it he modernized it ee 

_ with all new equipment. In later years Meumlers sold it toa | 

oman named P. J. Kroehnke.  Kroehnke had it for aome time, then 

- 4n I9I5 he sold it to Mr. Liebcher wha still is the owner of it. 

‘The old grein elevator across from the railroad tracks wes built 

| by Wilson, he bought up grain from the farmers and then sold 

it to the cities. The mill dam and canal was built in the year _ 
ef 1846. There is no foundation for the dem. The bottom is 

just laid out with the logs. It was remod*ie%by each man who 

owned it thus fer. The large cement wall on the other side a - 

was built by Mr. Liebscher in I917. The slide was also built | a 

by him, but in whet year he did not know. - eS Bo 

a The first general store was owned by a man by the nare - 

. of Mr. Zinmermene He hed hie store where Mr. Helm now has his. 

| Later Mr. Thierman bought the store from Mr. Zimmerman and ran it. 

: The first blacksmith shop was startsd vy a nan by the name ~ 

of Doove in the year @ 1872. The next one was started by John 

- Glerach when he came to Thiensville in the year of I888. | , | 
os ‘The first Fire-house was located just 202° of the | 

shoe factory. It was then moved to where Staudy's south drive- 

. way is located. After that it was moved wheve the first school 

an chiensville stood. In the year of I9I4 the new village hall -



: wh ich d iseppeered in: future years. ‘The old canon they hed for- 

frightening-ewey-the Indians, cen still be seen at the new fire 
house. TheP@fA"sIso-a jeil in the fire house. 

| "The first herd-vare store was @ tin-shop owned by A. 

Hilger Se. The tin smith before Mr. Hilger was a man by the 

name of Lucyan, later he was bought out by Mr. Hilger when the 

latter *terted his own business, The present tin-smith is Mr. 
. pe Bereine Be | — : eaten ae 

Herman Mecheith was the first herness maker. He wos 

here in the year of 1865. Later a man by the name of Ernst Geidle 

built a shop where Mr. Q. Hadler now stands. Later when Mr. Hadler 

‘started in the herness meking trade he bought Mr. Geidle out. | - 

Mr. Hadler still ta in the harness business and 1s the only one 

in it for miles around. i | - 

‘The first tavern in Thiensville wes started by Wm. Obitz. 

He hed hie tavern where Mr. Kieker's tavern now stands. There | 

were two others before 1900: Henry Haas and wm. Goiterman. | | 

a At one time there was @ brewery in the village, it was 

‘owned by ® man nemed Mr. Engels. It was located where Gierachs 

store now stands. & government distillery was run by a man 

named Mr. Hausburg.. It was located where Rowes garage now stands. 

Thefirst printing shop waa run by J. 0. Carbys, he | 

atarted as @ boy of about I4 years old, and ran it in his home. 

He printed name. cerds and election ballots. Later Henry Morhusen 

head it where Miller's Meat Merket now stands. Carl Zimmerman 

‘hed it just opposite the town hell. Later Mr, Hedler owned it end 
“moved it next to the harness shop. After A. Hedler became poct- oe 

‘mecter Mr. Ren "adler took it into his hands. ee 

' The first lumber vard was started on the place where it np*¥ 

stands. It was first owned by ur. Ferdinand Duve and: Wr. Zimmerman. |



Au guat Mas s. then bought. it, afte r that Charles Mess bought it, after 

that it became Thiensville Lumber Comenye : ee 

The first Hotel was built by Fred Memmler. Now it is 
Aussem's Hotel.: He built it some where back in the 1880's. Later 

Mr. Fred Memmier sold it Mr. Aussen who still is running it. 

Haeusler's Hotel was built by Nic Wilson. He later sold it to 

Riemers, then Mr. Riemer sold it to Mr. Haeusler who still owns it. 

| oe At one time there was a broom factory which was located 

right in back of Konitzer's Home. A dam cen still be seen where | 

the factory once was standing. - a . 

a The first automobile was owned by Dr. Albers, the second 

was owned by Mr. Fritz Linden. | | - | es 7 | - 

ss Mr.‘ Thierman hed the first telephone office. It was - 

located where Mr. Helm now has his store. There was only one 

telephone in the whole office. It was started in 1882. In 1909 

they moved it where it now stands. There they put modern equipment 

tnto it. oe ek | | | 

oo Mr. P. J. Kroehnke, owner of the mill, furnished the first. 

electricity to the following femilies: Thiermans, Rosenthal and 

‘Gierachs. pg | | | | 

The first gerege was owned by Mr. Theodore Wegeman, a 

filling station wes elo included. He had it where Mr. Rowe's 

gerage now atands. oo Oo | 

The first doctor in the village was Dr. Rosenthal, he 

came in the year of 1855. oe | | 

| The first sidewalks uf the village were built in I9I6. 

That was a decided improverent to the village. | 

-  @he Lutheran Seminery which is found on top of a lerge 

hill west of Thiensville was built in the year of I928. a 

_ ‘Thiensville was without a church for 75 years until the 

the Catholic church war built in 1913, this being the first one.



Then in 1929, the Grace Lutheran Church was built.. It is the - 

only Lutheren church in the village ap to now. ST : | 

The first bank was built in I9I0, this being the Finance oe 

| In the year of 1904 aman by the name of Mr. Wilcox had | 

an excursion boat on the Milwaukee river. He ran two launches, 

and made four round trips e day. He charged 25d for a round trip. — 

The trips were usually made on Thursday and Sunday. . He aold refresh- | 

ments to his paesengers, come of thece peing ice crean, Soda and 

candy. Besides having two large boats he had about 30 small row- | 

boats. He later sold this to Mr. Mex Pcelzig who in turn sold 

the land to the Athketic Club. - ee oe 

| | In the year of I880 there were about 50 dwelling houses, 

Besides this, there were < stores, 2 wagons and blacksmith shops, Oo 

I tailor, 2 shoe-shops, 3 taverns, I hotel and a post-office. | 

There also Was a cheese factory which was loceted just out of the - 7 

town of Mequon, and was run by Nr. Louis C. W. Wagnere | 

| L | — The first murder in Ozaukee county was committed by a — : 

man by tue name of Maurice O'connell in Port Washington. He was | 

charged for Killing @ fellow sailor, Micheel Doyle. When they re- | 

turned to their boat after @ quarrel, they again started to quarrel, 

and O'connell took up @ knife and stabbed his friend in the neck ; 

Killing him almost inotantly. After his arrest he was taken to the | 

courtvy jail. The first jury failed to agree cr his murder. At the | 

next trial he was accused of first degree murder and sentenced to 

lite in prison at the State penitentiary. In I863 he was pardoned 

by Gov.Selemam, because of good behavior. | | | 

The St. Paul and Milwaukee railroad was run through the - 

village in I872. In some places “her Fad a hard time rcetting the 

larec, | | 

The first white settlers to settle in Mequon were Mr.



ss Tsage Begelow and Daniel Strickland. They came from British _ | 

! possessions end. came straight to Wisconsin. When they came, the 

land was ell. wilderness and the only paths were Indian trails. = 

They came with their: families in the year of 1836. In the year a 

| | of 1837 Mr. John Woodsworth came and took up claims. In 1839 7 

) Wr. Yoite and Mr. Adolph Zimmerman settled in Mequon, now that | 

| | section is Thiensville. A few years later five more families | 

came over from England and settled in Meguon. ylttte. one Fries~ | 

- gtadt colony was started with about 60 families. The first nears 

or shelter were tents. Aman by the neme of Timothy Wooden, the | 

oo first Grafton settler helped the men of the Priestadt colony build 

| their new homes. Mr. Ed. H. Janssen was the first German school 

teacher in the town ofMeguon. After a while he became greatly in- | 

| tereated in politics. Leter he bcecare @ menver or the consti- 

tutional convention. In I85I he was elected to the office of the 

 §tate superintendent of schools. He died in tha year of 1877. | 

| The first lawyer of the village was J. O. Carbys. He a 

- served under the first president who was John KF. Gierach. 

Phe woning act was passed in the year of 1930. A map 7 

of the zoned village can be found at the Thiensville School. - It 

was made by Carl Wiese. | | - | - 

| BA tin shop at one time was located whe:e the Finance Co. | 

now stands... It was torn down when the first bank was built. | 

| The first jail was in the fire-house, one window had bars 

whibe the other did not. The first prisoner was Bill o'connell, he | 

was put in jail j#tt because he threw his wife out of the house. 

He also was the last one. oo | 

| | | The Cooperative farmers creamery was started in I907. It 

was built by John Miller and it took patween six to eight contha | 

| to build it. The cost of the building was 3200 dollars. They | 

ss oply made butter and cheese. A man by the name of Otto Gierach ©



‘from Friestadt. wes the first butter maker. ‘The first cheese maker 

‘wae Albert Kopuanw. The Luick Company bought it in the yeer of I9T7. 
They didn't. make much money because most of the farmers hauled their 

own milk téfMilwaukee. He ran his plant ti11 1930. It was idle 
‘till the year of 1936 when A. Meus bought it and remodéledit into » — 
a modern garage and filling station. - 

The first shoe factory was run by Allen and Spiegle. It 

was built in the old school-house. Later Mr. Gilbert bought it out. 

He later added new buildings on the east and west encs. _ 

7 | The first fire was in the old mill which wes located right 

behind the new mill. The fire happened in the yeer of 1876. | 

‘The mill wes then an old frame shack. on og pe 

ee The first men to teke an aeroplane ride in the villege _ 

were as follows: Mr. Sitkiewitz, Mr. Kieker and Mr. Wiese. | 

7 ‘The Thiensville Park or Now Rhiengans' park was owned by 

Mr. Henry Haas. Then a man named Mr. Ed. Simmin bought it. Later 

wn. Rienemschnider bought it, he in turn sold it Mr. Wm. Holnagle. 

The last and pressnt man who owns it is Mr. Wm. Rhiengans. Every - 

School picnic was held in this perk. They were always held on the 

Fourth of July. : a ; | 

| | : The first. carpenter was @ man naned Schnuckel. | 

ee The first undertaker was Wm. Haeft, he also owned a@ wagon 

shop. He had his establishment in the yeer of I887. The next under- 

teker was Mf: Louis Bartelt, who had his perlor in the year of I9I3S. 

In the year of I918 ur. Walter Bublitz started his own establishment, 

:anc his:owh furniture store. OO 7 | 

| The first person to have a boys bicycle was J. Q. Carbys. 

The first person to have a girls bicycle was Mrs. John F. Gierach. 

- The first major flood in Thiensville was in the year of 

I88I. It was caused by an ice blockade. The only means of tran- |



“"“gpoptation then was with row-boate, thé’ flood lasted two Weaeeer nes 

a 7 piling sand be gs into the oper rap . The re wasn 't mu ch demage done» : 

oe : to the village. It cost about I600. q 01] ar s to repai r it. The second 

major flood wes in the year of 1924, This happened on the fourth of 

7 . | ‘The bridge before that wa S bul It) in : the ye ap of 1836 . Mr. John Miller —



end 10¢ for adults. He started in 1916, and ended in 1920. He hed | 

them twice # week end om Sundays.:.He had @ lot of business till. the 

talkies came out. He didn't have enough: money to buy the telkies. 

-  They“e1so had basevell genes before 1900. The playing 

field is where A. Meus now has his perege. The games were slvays ; 

for nothing, one of the opppsing tears was Mequon. Two of the rlavers | 

Arno Hilger and Jim Flynn, who still live-here. | | | 

The plank road which is now Highway 57 was built in the a 

year of 1836. It was built by Jchn Weston and T, Wooden. They 

called it a plank road because it was first leid with planks. es 

“The villege of Phiensville wes incorporated in the year of _ 

Ig9tro. - | - TPO SE Be 

The street lights were first in when the village was incer- — 

porated in the year of I9IO. a - - oe 

In the vear of [696 there was a club who called themselves - 

the Turners: There main purpose was to stage acrovatic stunts. | 

They held very large dances and exhibitions to reise money: The 

Club slowly broke in future years. oe a 

7 | Up to about 15 years ago there were cattle fairs held every 

first Monday of the tionths. The men care from far anc neer trying 

to sed&their stocka. This lasted for about 60 years. A few years 

ago they tried to start this again, but failed. | - | 

| The first surveyor wes » ren by the nare cf Mr. Brown. | 

He maped cut the whole country and the state. After that a man 

by the name of Tennyson. Then Wr. Jahn Sr. 

| The first court was held in School District No.I. <A man | | 

“by the name of Bonevels built it. It was a Log cabin. one Tine ne 

raceived was to split-rails for a fence. | —_ | 

| The first post-office was in Mequon. It was called the | 

‘Milwaukee River post-office. Mr. John Weston was the post-master. 

While the post-office was at Thierman's Store, the following. :



were postussterss Mr: Louis: Wagner, P. J. Kroehnke sade Thiernens- 

When it was woved to Alber's place the following were pést-mestersr 

Eonts KtakerZMollier and-Jack Al bers. After 1 t our ned down it was 

toe 7 ; . SES i - 

—— - The following men were hea in the past-and in the futures 

Riecenhener, Conrad Wiesler and Mr. Wies2,. ace a 

nay _ ‘The first school wes held in the old shoe factory. some of 

the teachers were in 1874: Miss Adele Alten, in 1872: Mr. Bran, 

in 1905: Miss Emly Reloff, and in 1880: Mr. Arno Kratzsch. The | 

school wes held here till 1922, when Mr. Gilbert came. The.new 

school was then built. It has cnly two years of high achoer.: Some 

of the pupils of I874 were, Otto Hadler, John Bauer and John Jordan. 

In the year of 1872: Ida Nehis. . In the year of 1e80x- John Miller. 

and Otto Cerbys. In the year of [9053 Asta Gierach, Bd. Hedler, 

Frieda Hedler, Ray. Gierach and Irene dierach. “The superintendent 

in the year of 1880 was Mr. Scott from Cedarburg. si 

Le The first tarber was Henry Morhusen. He had his shop in 

Loertcher tavern. The cost. et an haiz ut then we 15g. The next 

barber was a man by the name of Mr. Troxel. He had his where | | 

Hoffren's meat market is. The next barber was Andy Glavas. Arter | 

him cane a men by the name of ur. Kelly, first he had it where br. 

Schmeling 1a pow, but leter moved to Loertcher'* wavern. Ee ie 

now in nothern Wisconsin. Then came Mr. Weisjahn, who has his | 

shop next to the nothern station, and Mr. Schreling who has his in 

-Riemer's tavern. - |
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