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A WINTER SONG,

Alas ! co'd earth, dost thou forget

The scent of April’s vioket?

Do wailing winds bemoan the death

Of youth, and joy, and odorous breath?
Are all these shriveled leaves that fall
Heaped up fer beauty’s burial?

Ah | no, no, no; the careful year
Prepares a bed and not a bier;

Though beauty’s trance be long and deep,
Heor heart still quivers in her sleep.

Then leave her place of slumber bare ;
Let the loved sanlight enter there.

Alas | cold heart, hast thou foregone
The bliss that o’er thy spring-time shone ?
Has all the winter of thy woe

Congegaled thy weeping into snow?

And in that long and bitter fsost,

Has the sweet life of Tove been lost?

Ah! no, no, no; love wakes again,

Though still and pale it long hath lain,

And chilly was the place of rest;

Then warm it, dearest, on my breast ;

Revive it with thy voice divine,

It wakens te no touch but thime !
—Rural New Yorker.

A HOME FOR ALL,

gngRY living thing should have a
tJ» home. ¢ KFoxes have holes,” and
all burrowing animals excavate domi-
ciles suited to their need; why should
man, of all other animals, neglect to
provide a home for himself and family
—or allow himself to depend upon his
neighbor for such a necessity? En-
dowed to the highest degree with the
faculty of ¢ inhabitiveness,” why
should he either choose or be com-
pelled to curtail his desire for the lux-
ury, or rather mecessity, of a home.
It should be one of the first daties of
every man to procure for himself
either a temporary or permanent home
—one that he skould be able to ecall
his home and from which no power or
circumstance should be permitted to
drive him, save important necessity,
or fire, or flood. Especially should

this be the case with every married|

pair. A home of his own fixes & man
as #ew other things can, and takes
away both the necessity and desire for

the too prevalent necessity of “ mov-
ing,” a ruinously costly practice, and
one which is alike destructive of pros-
perity or pleasure to both parents and
children.

The lack of ability to provide a cost-
ly or elegant horhe should be no excuse
for a total neglect of the duty under
eonsideration. An extremely humble
home in proprietorship is far more
honorable and praiseworthy than a
more costly and showy one the pos-
session of which depends upon the
caprice of a landlord. At the same
time no man should be content to live
in an old rookery who is able to pro-
vide his family with a comely and con-
venient home.

Many who own homes are quite too
indifferent to give their demicile that
care and attention which is necessary
to insure a proper degree of comfort
and love for the homestead. Children
should be taught to leve and feel an
honest pride in their homes. Induee-
ments should be held ont which will
naturally lead to such a result. Orna-
ment your homes, a8 you may be able
to do from time to time. A few shade
and ornamental trees, a little lower-
garden, a tidy fence around the home-
stead, cost but little and add wonder-
fully to the love which will be begot-
ten in a son or daughter for their home.

As a general thing it is difficult to
place money where it will insure more
pleasure or profit than when invested
in a home. Better spend money in
building and improving a home than
for thousands of things of which we
soon tire or finully throw away as
worthlees.
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RUSTIC STUMPS.

In certain retired parts of gardems
or grounds ‘‘rustic stumps,” when
clothed with creeping vines, give a
pleasing impression. The important
point is grouping. The mass should'
not be raised too high above the sur-!
rounding level, and yet be suflicient inI
area to prevent an insignificant ap—’
pearance. Light flbrous soil should‘
be filled in among the roots allowing'
the latter to jut out here and there for
the vines to clamber over.

As suitable plants for this purpose,
an English periodical suggests the ivy
and clematis, as the former will give‘
a cheerful appearance to the work dur-
ing the winter months, when the lat-
ter is taking its rest; and then
throughout the summer mothing will
exceed the clematis, with its bright
verdure and splendid flowers ; and not
only these, but it has a grace pecaliar
to itself, decorating everything it
touches with the most charming of
garlands.

Another vine might be added which
would impart still greater interest to
the mass of foliage, and that is the
Ampelopsis Veitehi, one of the newer
class of vines, very closely related to
our American ivy, but with a smaller
leaf and more slender growth. Inthe
autumn we should then have a bril-
liant tint of crimson mingling with the
deepest green.

Ferns, such as are willing to endure
a little sun, would not be out of their
place, their graceful frouds harmoniz-
ing well with the drooping character
of the vines, but eschew flowering
shrub-like plants as toe uniform and
stiff for such a half wild spot as we
have endeavored to describe. A group
of untrimmed shrubs might act as a
background, over which an occagional
vine may clamber, but care must be
taken not to have too much of this
feature.
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RED WASH FOR RBRICK RESI-
DENCES--TMPORTANT FACT.

Travelers visiting Chicago are as-
tonished at the beautiful appearance
of the brick buildings in that city,
showing so distinctly the lines of
white mortar between the bricks. It
has taken years of trial, says the En-
quirer, before a miXture could be
found that would stand the test of rain
and frost. At last, the following has
given thorough satisfaction: Venetian
red and Paris brown, in proportion to
suit the taste, are mixed with a quan-
tity of water to make a heavy wash.
With this the walls are well coated.

To secttle the color to the wall, and|

prevent its washing off by the rain, a
wash with diluted muriatic acid (one-
quarter acid) is given over the painted
surface.

The mixture forming the white lines
or joints is made of settled white lime,
to which is slowly added plaster of
Paris, kept stirring until the mixture
is past setting; then mix a little fine
sand, to keep from cracking, and work
into the consistence of glaziers’ putty.’
This putty is then applied to the wall
by two men, along a straight edge,
and with a beading trowel, the dis-
tance of the joimts having previously
been measured. Care should be taken,
in applying this putty, to press it
strongly against the wall to prevent
any water from creeping between it
and the brick. In winter time we
shpuld suoppose the water would
freeze, expand and detach the white
joint, thus spoiling the leoks of the
building; but it is impotent if the
treatment above described proves
effectual. It is certainly worth trying,
for an indestructible red and white
paint is very beantifal.

‘These formal visits should always be

. CONCERNINg BTIQUETTE,

'QjOTWITHSTANDING the ridieunle
9 that has always been poured upon
the habif of paying calls and receiving
¢allers, it is a necessary custom in
existing society, and its rules must be
known to any woman who means to
frequent society.

There are many occasions on which
calls should be paid. They may be
ranged under three heads: congratu-
latory calls, condolence calls, and calls
of courtesy. At the head of the con-
gratulatory calls are those paid to a
bride as soon as she is settled in her
new home. Her pareits receive call-
ers immediately after the engagement
is announced, and after the marriage
has taken place. When any of your
friends have a child born to them, it
is your duty to call with your congrat-
ulations as soon as the mother is well
enough to receive you.

Beside the two grand occasions of
marriages and births, it is usnal when
any other cause for congratulation
arises, for friends to offer their good
wishes in person.

The condolence calls are paid when
in sorrow or domestic calamity befalls
friends or acquaintances, and one of
the most difficult tasks of life accom-
plished — condolence and sympathy
offered. We say difficult, for most
people, because only a few know how
to offer sympathy, and bring balm to
a wound instead of irritation. There
are people who possess this marvelous
gift, whose very presence in a house
of mourning brings a kind of respite
from pain, bat they are few. It re-
quires the greatest tact and the most
gincere feeling to bring consolation
where it is needed, especially where
people are generally shy about their
sentiments, and rarely wear their
hearts on their sleeves.

Calls of courtesy are made in the
country upon people when they first
come into the neighborhood, and in a
town after an introduction has been
made through some mutual friend.

returned within three or four days.
What are called in France “ Digestion
calls,” that is, after you have been out
to dinner, ete., are paid in a few days
after the event. If you cannot go,
you must leave cards at the door er
send them.

If the persons upon whom you eall
are not at home, you turn down one
corner of your card, which means that
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you have called in person. When you
send cards with inguiries, a servant
must take them.

For first visits in town exactly the
opposite rule must be observed to
those in the country. When you ar-
rive in town, you call and leave your
card to inform your acquaintances of
your arrival. Whilst in the country
you wait till you have heen called up-
on. Of course this custom has its
raison d etre. Your friends cannot be
expected to know of your presence in
a large town, whereas in the country,
every event is known directly.

Cards now are unostentatious anc
plain, and the simpler the better; the
gentleman’s smaller than the lady’s.
Name and address are printed in ordi-
nary type.

Many people are puzzled by the ini-
tials P. D. A., or P. P. C,, in the right-
hand corner of visiting cards; the
former means pour dire adieu, and the
latter, pour premdre conge. They are
added when a call is made for the pur-
pose. of leave-taking, and should be
left before any lengthened absence
from the neighborhood.

On any occasion of a formal charac-
ter, cards must be left. A lady leaves
her own and two of her hushand’s—one
for the gentleman of the house, and
the other for the lady. When a lady
leaves her husband’s cards she must
place them on the hall table, and not
leave them in the drawing-room on
her departure, as the custom used to
be.

A formal call should never last longer
than a quarter of an hour. If when
you call there are visitors there al-
ready, you leave sooner. When the
mistress of the house receives her
friends, she rises and gives a chair
near her to the last comer. The gen-
tlemen get up as visitors enter, but
the ladies keep their seats. When
visitors leave, the lady rings the bell,
and a servant should be near to open
the door. If the gentleman of the
house is present he accompanies the
guests to the door and puts the ladies
in their carriage. A gentleman should
bring his bat and stick into the room
and keep them in his hand.

It is rude to keep visitors waiting;
it is much more polite to appear as
you are than to keep people waiting
while you change your dress. If,
however, you have unavoidably kept
your visitors waiting, do not ‘‘con-
found yourself” in apologies; if you
can, state calmly the reason, and then
say nothing more about it.

It is rude to take either children or
dogs when you go to pay a visit.

When you call with a letter of in-
troduction, which, by-the-by, should
be left open, you should leave your
card and the letter, and not go in, as
it is awkward to read a letter before
the person whom it concerns.—Ez.

-

HANGING PICTURES.

How to hang our pictures is the
next worry after curtains, and yet the
way out of this wood is as clear or
clearer than the other. Our plas-
ter walls are not made for driving
nails into, and they are easily defaced
if we try to drive nails into them
without the aid of a practiced hand.
We bave to get a carpenter to come

with his hammer and we set him at HARMONIOUS COLOR CONTRASTS.
tapping the wall like a woodpecker to | A )

find the solid places by the sound, and The ..Tourl'ml of Educatmn. gives the
then put in his nails at a vemum_ifouowmg list of harmonizing colo?s
And then we are the slaves of the Which will be found very useful in
studding timbers, and our pictures selecting wall decomtlons‘or colors
must hang where they will, not where | f0F 80y purpose: Red with green;
we will. The first device for getting |Plu¢ With orange; yellow with violet;
more liberty was that of fixing a per-|P1Ack With warm brown; violet with
manent brass or iron rod along the|Pale green; violet with light rose;
upper part of the wall just under the deep b}ue tw_-'lth golden brown; ChO(.)O—
cornice, and hanging the pictures fromllat“ with light blue; deep red with
that, moving them back and forth till | ST8Y; maroon with warm green: deep
we had them where we wanted them. ‘Ib]ue with pink; chocolate with pea
But this has a clomsy look and & me- ' STeeN; Mmaroon with deep blue; claret
chanieal, and suggcs‘ts the notion that with buff; black with warm green.
we are taking advautage of an acci-
dental gas-pipe to suspend our pictures
from. We want something simpler
and less obtrusive than this, which is| 4
only suited to a public hall; and what
seems to just hit the mark, is a strip
of wood nailed along the wall at any
height desired.

Ordinarily, it will be best to fasten | prowrrs ror COUNTRY HOMES.
it directly under the cornice, but this iz i)
depends upon the height of the room. BY MRS. D. HUXTLEY.
If the room is a very lofty one, by fix- ‘@’

ing the strip some distance below the |3\ © THOSE who love the beautiful
cornice, we avoid the monotony of a: in nature, no home, however cost-
number of cords or wires spreading 1Y, iS quite complete without its bed
over the wall, and we can utilize the ©f flowers upon the lawn, its vine
space thus left between the strip and jcovered porch, or charming window
the - cornice by hanging there some [8arden. So general has this love for
casts, or pieces of armor, or objects flowers become, that every person of
of any kind that will bear being hung | taste knows just how to admire a well
above the level of the eye. Very few | kept garden, or be grateful for a bou-
things do bear this—I mean of things |guet, but many who understand this
that are of a size to-bring into our [Perfectly, have none of these loving,
houses at all; but there may be such, [Changing beauties to adorn their
and while we should like to have them [homes. They have many reasons why
on the wall of our living-room, we do |they have not, and none is truer or
not want them to drive things away oftener given than want of time. Par-
that need nearer looking at. ticularly is this true of the farmer’s
wife. So seldom are flowers seen in
any quantity about a country home,
that many think it a mystery that they
ever find a place around the farm-
house.

Many times has one farmer’s wife
we know, been asked: ¢ How do you

No picture ought to be hung higher
than the height of the average human
eye when the owner of the eye is
standing. It is the almost universal
rule in our houses to hang pictures
much above this level, and they can-
not be erjoyed there. If the picture|gng time on a farm to cultivate flow-
is a portrait, or if it have human faces | .,co» The only answer was, * It must
in it, its eyes should look as nearly!y. poung.»
into ours as posssible; and if there be
no such simple guide, perhaps a good
ruole will be to have the line that di-
vides the picture horizontally into
equal parts level with the eye. If one
starts in hanging pictures with the de-
termination to place them so that they
can be easily seen and enjoyed with-
out stretching the neck the least, or

It is a truth that cannot be denied,
we all find time, more or less of it, to
devote to the things we love. Among
{ the various duties of farm life we may
have no time for elaborate gardens or
many varieties, but a few we can
have—in the window, by the door, or
in the vegetable garden, if no where
else. It is the flowers themselves,

stooping the body, he will be pretty
sure to do well.

In remote farmhonses and country
taverns we often see pictures, partic-

and not any special arrangement, that
will give most pleasure. Nowhere are
they more charming than about the
farmer’s home, and, we might add, no

ularly portraits skyed as high as if| where is it more difficult to take time
their owners had been Academy Hang- ' from household duties for these beau-
ers, and the painters young rivals of a|tiful adornings. But, with a love for
new school. I suppose the reason is them that will'conquer all difficulties,
that the simple-hearted owners think!time will be found, space may be had,
a picture such a precious thing, it can’t' and skill will come if the heart is in
be hung too securely out of the reach 'the work.

of meddling hands. They are often| It is thought by many that annuals
not clear in their minds as to what a  are too much trouble; that a good col-
picture is meant for, and not finding!lection of shrubbery, with a fine as-
in it any practical relation to human sortment of hardy perennials, is the
life and society, they treat it with rev-| most desirable for a country garden.
erenee and put it where it will disturb ' We have shared in this feeling to some
them as little as possible. But, as'extent, and have made some unsuc-
people come to enjoy pictures and get cessful attempts to enlarge our lists.
some intellectual, spiritual nourish-fSometimes a half dozen varieties of
ment out of them they want them as pinks have died in one winter. The
they want their books, where they can' old fashioned Canterbury bell occa-

see them and use them.—Seribner. s'ionally will not come up in spring,

and all the summer we sigh for the
bluebells of our childhood. Potentilla,
perennial pea, narcissus, digitalis and
many others would not sarvive the
first winter. After repeated trials the
graceful pentstemon bloomed two
years in our garden, but the cold win-
ters of 1872 and 1873 wholly destroyed
it. The beantiful roses, too, shared
the same fate; whether covered stand-
ing, laid down and covered, or mnot
covered at all, they were alike de-
stroyed, and spring found us with only
a few old pinks, the hardy phlox, her-
bacious spirea, dicentra, peonies, and
the grand old lilies. The tulips, too,
had slept under their winter covering
and hastened to greet us with their
gorgeous colors as if to make up for

¢z | the other treasures we had lost.

Besides the disappointment attend-
ing tke culture of perennials, we have
found it more trouble to keep them
free from grass, and to remove decay-
ing foliage and seed vessels, than to
care for twice the number of annuals.
Then many of the summer perennials
will afford no flowers, while with a
good selection of annuals we may have
a succession from spring till autamn.
With this experience, and no time for
uncertainties, we have learned to prize
the annuals more than all the other
treasures of the garden. Laid care-
fully away with no anxiety for their
welfare, the little seeds and precious
hulbs are all the long winter waiting
our pleasure. We can plan with cer-
tainty for their coming, for the frost
king cannof rule in every closet and
cellar. ;

The most satisfactory arrangement
for a small collection of flowers about
a country home, we have found to be
a few of the hardy shrubs and ever-
greens, too well known to be men-
tioned here, with as many of the beau-
tiful roses as ean well be cared for.
The old familiar kinds we do not like
to do without, but these so often die
in winter, we have come to regard the
perpetuals as safest. If they are
killed to earth in winter, the new
growth brings the fragrant blossoms,
and we have roses till the autumn
frosts. These should be set about the
dwelling, leaving an unbroken lawn
about the door. Dearly as we love
the flowers, we cannot do without the
fresh, bright grass—nature’'s own car-
pet—spread for weary feet and playful
children.

After the shrubbery we would plant,
first, a good variety of early and late
tulips, not because we love them best,
but because they are so showy, so gay
and cheery, and make the garden so
bright in the waiting spring time, so
attractive to the passer by and will
grow with so little care.

After these, the hardy perennials be-
fore mentioned will always be satisfac-
tory. Next, dahlias will give more
of character and eloquence to the gar-
den than anything we know; their
growth is so stately, their flowers so
magnificent, they richly pay for all
their care. For farms where there is
ample room for wintering, this splen-
did old flower is admirably adapted.
Gladiolus, too, are charming in their
time, of easy culture and skould al-
ways be found in every collection.

The arrangement of annuals may be
such as taste will suggest or oftener
as time will permit. Set in a little

N
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THE  HOUSEHOLD,

border just about the house, we have
found a pleasing way. So near they
will elaim attention, when they might
be forgotten if far out on the lawn.

Those varieties that bloom earliest
and longest, will give most pleasure.
Among these, pansies and verbenas
are best. Asters are indispensable in
their place; but when waiting for
them to bloom, verbenas will give
beauty and fragrance for many weeks,
and the pansies will look up from
their lowly bed with almost human in-
telligence. The other standard annu-
als are of easy culture. A single bed
of phlox or stocks or balsams will
make bright any garden; while the
spicy odors of the dianthus will add
perfume to all. A few more delicate
things should be grown to set off the
others, and for cutting. The best for
this purpose is centranthus gila and
phecelia. If time islimited new varie-
ties should be added very slowly.

The trouble which many experience
about the germination of seeds, may
be done away with, by a little care
given to a seed bed orhot bed. Many
varieties can be grown in this manner
easier than a few planted in the open
garden. Some of the most showy va-
rieties of house plants will grow very
successfully in the open air. Gerani-
ams will grow readily from seed and
will bloom before the frost. These
can be wintered in the cellar with lit-
tle trouble, and will make excellent
bedding plants the second season.

Climbing vines should adorn every
farm house; but few things are more
satisfactory. Some of the best of the
green house elimbers will grow readi-
ly in any garden. The farmer’s wife
may have something more than the
old fashioned morning glory, though
it is doubtful if she canhave anything
more beautiful than these glories of the
morning. Last season we planted in
the hot bed a few seeds of cobae scan-
dens. They came up readily, grew
rapidly and covered the window with
luxuriant foliage, and at length gave
us its lovely bells blue. The canary
vine, too, is seldom seen in small col-
lections. But few vines are more at-
tractive than this, with its perfect
little yellow birds perched about
among its light green leaves. This
and cobsa, planted near each other,
give a charming contrast, both in foli-
age and flower.

Another very desirable cluster de-
serving more notice than it receives is
the star ipomcea. Its little clusters
of scarlet blossoms are most attractive
among its green leaves, and among cut
flowers. The cypress vine, with its
finely cut foliage and wax-like flowersis
one of the prettiest of this class of
plants, but extremely sensitive to cold.
It should be grown in some sheltered
spot or sunny window.

[To be continued.]

——

HANGING BASKETS FOR FLOW-
ERING PLANTS,

Of all the pleasing ways for growing
plants the hanging basket is most at-
tractive. There is something about
their graceful beauty that wins the
love of all. Elaborate baskets may
be purchased, or simple ones may be
made at home that will be quite as
pleasing. Some of the most beautiful

ones we have ever seen were knots of
wood from decayed forest trees. Many
of these are of curious shape, much
like ocean shells. With varnish ap-
plied and slender chains or bright
cords attached, they are ready for use.
Others may be constructed of grape-
vines or branches of fruit and forest
trees. In this way not only the flow-
ers but the receptacles in which they
grow will become the admiration of
all your city friends.

For basket plants the graceful smilax
is first of the list. Its dainty, glossy
leaves will add a charm to everything
it touches. Next, the English ivy has
the richest foliage. If you can wait
for its tardy growth you will have an
elegant vine. But we like the German
ivy best. This ivy will do such won-
derful things in the way of adorning
windows and pictures, and do them so
quickly. The Kenilworth ivy is the
best trailing plant we have ever grown
and is unsurpassed for a center basket.
Moneyworth is also a good trailer,
but is prettiest among other plants.
All these are of easy culture. If given
much water, morning and evening,
they will delight you with their con-
stant growth. If these are too many
in a home where work must lead and
pleasure follow, two or three varieties
in a single basket or a little hanging
garden will become a thing of beauty,
and give more pleasure than many a
costly adornment.

Any of these vines are exceedingly
desirable for the lawn, for trellises or
over rock work, or in rustic vases or
lawn baskets. These may be made of
branches of trees interwoven with
grape vines, bound with moss, then
filled with earth, and they are exceed-
ingly apprepriate for a country garden
where all these materials are just at
hand. In these may be grown several
varieties. The dracena is very showy
in the center of large vases or lawn
baskets. Around this set verbenas,
with here and there a bright pansy;
and about the edge set trailing plants.
If you wish vines for baskets with
handles, maurandya is excellent. One
such basket will do more for its pos-
sessor, if well cared for, than a whole
garden of neglected flowers. These
are as easily grown as the common
kind. A very attraciive basket may
also be made of wire, lined with moss,
filled with ferns, wild plantain and
lycopodium from the forest. These
will grow all summer with a little
care, in any shady corner of your
rooms, and send up long, graceful,
drooping fronds much larger than
those first planted. In such a basket
place a bunch of pansies or forget-me-
nots and you will have one of the love-
liest ornaments imaginable.—N. Y.
Herald.
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WINTER CULTURE OF BULBS.

There is nothing that gives greater
cheer to the parlor or sitting room in
winter than plants and ffowers. Of
these none are easier of culture than
the hyacinth and its relatives, and
there is no better way of reaching
success than by growing them in
glasses, colored or plain, as is now
almost universally the case.

All that is necessary in this culture

of the hyacinth is to place them on

the crown of the glasses; filled with
clean water just so that it will not
touch the bottom of the bulb, and set
the whole away in a cool, dark place
until the germ appears and the roots
are well developed, when it should be
brought to the light, but still exposed
to a low degree of temperature.

When the stalk is about three inches
high, if the plant is well developed,
expose it to a strong heat. If the
leaves grow faster than the stalk, 1ift
the bulb and cut the roots off square
almost an inch below the base of the
bulb and again place it in the glass.
This will check the leaf growth and
allow the flower spike to develep.

The fiowering bulbs known as Dutch
bulbs are grown in a peculiar manner.
They are kept from blooming by pinch-
ing back the flower stalk, as is some-
times practiced by market gardeners,
with onion sets, when inclined to go
to seed. Thus the whole strenth of
the plant is thrown into the bulb, and
an extraordinarily strong flowering
bulb is the result. Indeed, it would
seem from various experiments made
that the roots play a very unimportant
part in the economy of the bulb up to
the time of flowering. In fact, St.
Simon, a French writer, believes them
to be entirely useless.

To have hyacinths in bloom succes-
sively all winter, all that is necessary
is to place new bulbs in the glasses
every ten days. The earlier ones
should be started in October or early
in November, using ne soils or ma-
nures of any kind, only pure, soft
water, for the hyacinth, and other like
bulbs, contain the future flower, per-
fectly formed. All that is necessary
is that the germ push forth, develop,
flower and die. If these are then al-
lowed to dry, and are kept until spring
and planted out, they will, many of
them, make bulbs that will be useful
for out door flowering the succeeding
year, but they will not be successful
for flowering again in glasses.

The philosophy of cutting the roots
when the leaves make undue growth,
is founded upon the fact that a plant
makes root in proportion to its leaf
surface, and vice versa. In the case of
the hyacinth, a slight heat and a little
moisture are sufficient for growth, and
the development seems to Be pretty
much independent of those organs of
growth, the leaves.

The leaves, on the contrary, acquire
strength from an excessive root
growth and at the expense of the
flower stalk. Hence the necessity of
cutting them off in some cases, just
as the pomologist root-prunes his
trees to induce fruitfulness.

——f 2 ——
FLORAL CORRESPONDENCE,

Dear HousenoLp:—I come again
with questions. I have had some blue
English violets for two years; they
grow well but do not blossom. Will
some one tell me the kind of treatment
to give them and the time of year to
look for the blossoms? .

I am worried about my * Mount of
Snow” geranium. The oldest leaves
keep drying up and falling off, and no
signs of branches. There is only a
tuft of leaves at the end of each branch
that look well. What ails if, and what

shall I do with it?

What plants will do to put down
cellar through the winter?

How can I keep the green lice off
my verbenas and white pinks?

Will some one please give some di-
rections in painting with *¢ water eol-
ors?” JEANNIE.

Mg. CrowELL :—I would like to ask
through the columns of THE HOUSE-
HOLD if any lady of our Band would
like to exchange a bulb of the crowa
imperial for a canadense lily? If 8o,
address, Vixxig PHIFER.

London, Ohio.

Ep. HovsgnorLp: —X. Y. Z., in a
late number, wishes to know how to
press ferns so they will retain their
color. If she will go to the woods
during the month of August, and take
her books with her, and place the
ferns between the leaves of the book
smoothly, and then carry the books
home carefully and put them under
heavy weights; changing the ferns
into different books every few days so
they won’t turn brown from their own
moisture, she will have beauntiful green
ferns for her vases that will not change
color. After the ferns have lain in the
books for two or three weeks, or until
they have beeome quite dry, they can
then be taken out and put into & large
box until ready to be used.

Richmond, Ind. Mrs. M. A. 8.
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THE EDUCATION OF CANARIES.

The Reading, Pa., Eagle says: “A
gentleman residing at Pheenixville has
several very fine canary birds, to which
he has given much attention. One of
the birds he has taught to sing ‘Home,
Sweet Home,” clearly and distinctly.
His mode of instruction is as follows:
He placed the canary in a room where
it could not hear the singing of other
birds, suspended its cage from the
ceiling, so that the bird could see its
reflection in a mirror. Beneath the
glass he places a musical box that was
regulated to play no other tune but
‘Home, Sweet Home.” Hearing no
other sound but this, and believing
the music proceeded from the bird it
saw in the mirror, the young canary
soon began to catch the notes, and
finally accomplished what its owner
had been laboring to attain, that of
singing the song perfectly. Mr. Wall
has been offered and refused $20 for
his yellow-throated soprano.”

P & T

CRYSTALIZED FLOWERS,

Construct baskets of fancy form
with pliable copper wire, and wrap
them with gauze. Into these tie to
the bottom violets, ferns, geranium
leaves, in fact any flowers except full
blown roses—and sink them in a solu-
tion of alum, one pound to a gallon of
water, after the solution is cooled.
The colors will then be preserved in
their original beauty, and the erystal-
ized alom will hold faster than when
from a hot solution. When you have
a light covering of crystals that com-
pletely covers the articles, remove the
basket carefully, and allow it to drip
for twelve hours. These baskets make
a beautiful parlor ornament, and for a
long time preserves the freshness of

the flowers.

-
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THE HOUSEHOLD.

MOTH-EATEN.

I had a beautiful garment,
And I laid it by with care ;

1 folded it close with lavender leaves
In a napkin fine and fair ;

Tt is far too costly a robe,”” I said,
** For one like me to wear.”

So never at morn or evening
I put my garment on;

1t lay by itself, under clasp and key,
In the perfumed dusk alone,

Its wonderful broidery hidden
‘Till many a day had gone.

There were guests who came to my portal,
There were friends who sat with me,

And clad in soberest raiment
I bore them company ;

1 knew that I owned a beautiful robe,
Though its splendor none might see.

There were poor who stood at my portal,
There were orphaned sought my care ;
I gave them the tenderest pity,
But had nothing besides to spare ;
I had only the beautiful garment,
And the raiment for daily wear.

At last, on a feast day’s coming,
1 thought in my dress to shine;

1 would please myself with the lustre
Of its shifting colors fine.

1 would walk with pride in the marvel
Of its rarely rich design.

So out from the dust I bore it—
The lavender fell away—

And fold on fold I held it up
To the searching light of the day.

Alas| the glory had perished
While there in its place it lay.

‘Who seeks for the fadeless beauty,
Must seck for the use that seals
To the grace of a constant blessing,

The beauty that use reveals.
For into the folded robe alone
The moth with its blighting steals.

ABOUT SPINNING-WHEELS.

=

G

CHAT faithful companion of our
¥ grandmothers, the old-time spin-
ning-wheel, was long ago consigned
to oblivion. In some dark garret or
remote farm house the dust has gath-
ered opon its venerable frame, and
the spiders have woeven their frail
webs about its silent wheel. Bat by
a sudden freak of fashion it has lately
been restored to favor, and become &
cherished ornament of the parlor.
How long s ancient treasure will be
nuombered among our penates no one
can t but its very preseuce speaks
more eloguertly of the past than ail
our Centennial or printed
records. Anything that has survived
the wear and tear of ome hundred
years may lay claim to respectable an-
tiquity; but the spindle and distaff are
as old as the Egyptian monuments.
To be sure, the spindle was nol
mounted in a frame till a compara-
tively recent date, for the spinning-
wheel is said to bave been invented in
Nurcmberg in 1430. But the ¢ spin-
sters ” of merry England knew noth-
ing about the wheel till the time of
Henry the Eighth, though it had then
long been used by the Hindoos iun
making their far-famed musling, those
¢ webs of woven wind.” Yet inthe
early ages of the world, ¢ Go spin,
you jade, go spin,” was a familiar
soand to both princess and peasant.
Did not young Telemachus bid his
royal mamma return to her gpindle

orators

and loom instead of meddling with
public affairs?

And the selectmen of New England,
in Puoritan times, thought it their
bounden duty to see that every girl in'
the village did a proper amount of
spinning and weaving. Ingland’s at-
tempt to repress American manufac-
tures—the Earl of Chatham declaring
that ¢ the colonists had no right to
manufacture as much as a horseshoe
nail "—set the spinning-wheels whirl-
ing day and night all over the ]and.‘
The society organized in New England
in 1765 to repudiate foreign cloths was l
wonderfully popular. To insure an'
abundance of wool, its patriotie mem-'}

|
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bers agreed to eat no mutton, and to
purchase no meat of any butcher who
should commit the crime of killing
sheep. The women formed themselves
into similar associations, promising
to card, spin and weave their own
clothing ; and well did they keep their
vows. Many of them even went into
the fields to pull flax, and scutched
and hackled it themselves.

In the early inventories of furniture
there is no allusion to forks, but there
were plenty of napkins; and this little
fact points significantly to the skill
and industry of the housewives of old.
History records that a certain matron
of the Revolution left at her death
enough homespun cloth in the shape
of curtains, quilts and garments of all
sorts and patterns to stock a village
store. This person was a worthy con-
temporary of Mrs. Washington; for
the latter, according to her biogra-
phers, kept sixteen spinning-wheels
in constant operation in her house.
Two home-made cotton gowns striped
with silk which were worn by the first
President’s wife were justly regarded
as trinmphs of skill, the silk stripes
having been made from ravelings of
brown silk stockings and old crimson
damask chairs. Even Washington
himself is said to have been arrayed
in a complete suit of homespun when
he arrived in New York to take the
Presidential chair. Indeed, we are
assured that the leading men of that
era were proud of appearing in public
in homespun coats and trowsers; and
that when women presented their hus-
bands with clothing woven and made
up by thelr own fair hands, ¢ men had
solid pleasures now unknewn.”

It was the fashion in the Colonies to
have great spinning bees, or ¢ wool-
breakings.” Here all the damsels in
the meighborhood collected to card
and spin till night, when the young
men joined them, and the gathering
ended with a dance. Pianos were un-
kpnown; but the ¢ music of ancient in-
dustry,” to quote a New England his-
torian, the sound of the spinning
wheel, whirling at the rate of fifty
miles an hour, the loud beatings of the
loom and dashing of the churn, quelled
all discord in the family. Itis said the
Grecian women had a habit of spin-
ning with the distaff as they walked;
and certain elderly women in New
England were wont to take their knit-
ting-work with them when they walked
abroad. We fear these industrious
creatures had no eye for the wonders
of the way-side, and that the click of
the needles drowned the voice of na-
ture. But then, as an old writer
quaintly remarks, ¢ Industry was a

| subjection.”

habit of female life, and it required

reselution sometimes to bring it into
He tells us, too, that
young women, instead of talking over
their conquests then boasted of the
number of hanks of thread they could
spin, or the quantity of cloth they
could weave in a day on rustic looms
made by their fathers or brothers.
And modern maidens are boldly ac-
cused of spinning nothing but street
yarn! Longfellow has given us a
pretty picture of the Puritan maiden
seated beside her wheel, ¢‘the carded
wool like a snow-drift piled at her
knee,” and her foot on the treadle.
But the maiden of to-day may also be
seen with her foot on a treadle. The
yards of cotton cloth which she rap-
idly turns into garments may not be
so beautiful as the snowy wool, and
the loud buzz of the sewing-machine
may not sound as musical as the whir
of Priscilla’s wheel ; but wouldn’t the
women of old have been glad of a
sewing-machine on which to stitch the
dainty ruffies of their liege lords?

The spinning-wheel and loom were
inseparable companions of the early
western pioneers, and the song of the
wheel was heard in the cabins of the
gettlers at all times and seasons. In
summer the wool was spun for winter
clothing, and the flax for thin gar-
ments was spun in winter. Only a
few years ago it was stated that the
brown jeans—a favorite material for
men’s suits—were still made by the
old, glow process in the rural districts
of the Cumberland Valley, the art hav-
ing beeome hereditary. And as late
as 1820 women in the country towns
of New England manufactured a great
part of the family clothing, keeping
the dye-tub in the chimney -corner.
The art of dyeing was mot very well
understood in those primitive times,
and Daniel Webster’s adventure in his
school days, when he sallied out in a
suit of fresh blue home-spun, was the
sad experience of many another youth.
A sudden shower was fatal to snowy
linen, for the rain soon washed the
color from the coat into the shirt.

The southern women of Revolution-
ary times were very much troubled by
depredations of Indians and Tories,
who not only helped themselves to all
the clothing they could find, but even
stole cloth from the looms, and many
of the sufferers were at their wits’ end
to know how to keep their families in
trim. Some of them made a rough
loom between four trees in the forest,
and there secretly worked in pleasant
weather, covering the loom and web
with eow-skins when it rained. And
the poorest and most ingenious mat-
rons gathered the beautiful silk of the
milk-weed and spun it in with flax for
garments.

The descendants of those southern
women have proved themselves as
fertile in expedients as their grand-
mothers, and spinning-wheels have
been better known of late years at the
south than in any other part of the

country. Before the war they were

often scen in the houses of the small
planters, kept in constant motion by
the negro women, who spun yards of
cotton, flax and wool. Many of the
older women were very accomplished
spinners, while others did the carding,

the doubling and twisting, and making

into skeins. Tbese yarns were woven
into ecloth for the slaves, who were

farnished with new garments at
Christmas and at one other time dar-
ing the year. The.planters’ proud
wives and aecomplished daughters
often cut homespun suits for days to-
gether, which the slave women after-
ward made up into garments. But
during the war the spinning-wheel,
all over the south had a new lease of
life, for not only the slaves, but their
owners must be clothed, and the few
factories at the south could do little
toward supplying the immense de-
mand for clothing. The forest trees
and shrubs yielded dyes, as in earlier
days, and delicate ladies were obliged
to learn how to spin, dye and weave.
In those industrious southern homes
the mournful whir of the spimning-
wheel was the flrst sound which
ereeted one’s ears in the morning, and
the last at night. The spinning was
done in the dining-room, and in the
kitchen the clumsy old-fashioned loom
was kept. Here were turned out the
heavy jeans for the men, the plain un-
bleached homespun, and the checked,
plaided and striped goods which
formed the clothing of the women.
¢J well remember my pleasure,” says
a southern lady, ¢ when I had two
new homespun dresses. A calico
seemed almost as unattainable as a
silk.”

Everything was cut and made in the
family, and there was no sewing-ma-
chine to lighten the labor. We dwell-
ers north of Masom and Dixon’s line
have little coneeption of the devices
to which these southern women were
driven. From the undyed wool of
black sheep a thread was spun which
they knit into gloves, and the ladies
cut up their old black silk dresses,
relics of happler days, and raveled out
the pieces. Then some deft old aunty
carded the silky thread, which was
knit into pretty and strong gloves.

Those days which so sorely tried
men’s (and women's) souls are happily
dead ; but the spinning-wheel deserves
immortality. To be sure, its days of
usefulness are over: but there it
stands, a perpetual reminder of the
industry, ingenuity, thrift and patience
of women in all ages and coantries.—
Bazasr.

e
TOILETS OF THE LAST CENTURY.

The dress of Queen Charlotte, the
bride of the period, is thus described
by the chronielers: Onher powdered
bair she wore a fly-cap of lace, the
latest mode from France, and a coro-
net of diamonds on her brow. Her
dress was of white satin brocaded
with gold, her stomacher covered with
diamonds. Her long, violet train,
looped to the shoulders with bunches
of pearls, was borne by ten brides-
maids. The dress of the bridegroom
was of the greatest richness—a coat
of velvet or satin embroidered all
around with flowers in colored silks
and heightened with epangles, gold
and silver and paste buttons; the
white satin waistcoat elaborately em-
broidered and encircled with similar
ornaments. A sword with richly-cut
steel hilt, lace ruffles and shirt-frill
with diamond bucklet shoes completed
his attire.

Should we seek further to inquire
into the wedding life of this fashiona-
ble couple we find it plainly pertrayed
by the powerful pencil of Hogarth in

]

(J‘O




Ye)

THI BHBOUSBEHOLD,.

for clean spots; don’t rub too hard,

seeing how they will allew their

his ¢ Marriage a la Mode.” There the|been asked of me how to make some

n
n

wife is yawning over her chocolate
while the husband has carelessly
thrown himself into a chair. Cards
and card-tables show the oceupation
of the night. The old, faithful stew-
ard is leaving the room with looks of
despair. Hoping that this and its sad
finale is an exaggerated picture of the
manners of the time, yet there is no
doubt but that society at this period
had taken up the vanity, freedom and
unprofitable mode of existence of the
regency and Louis XV, The toilet was
the great sum and business of life, the
adjustment of hair the principal em-
ployment.

Take, for instance, how a lady of
fashion passed her day: ¢ At ten,
after a ‘dish of Bohea,’ as it was called,
generally taken before rising, the lady
arranged herself in a muslin peignoir
or wrapper and had a regular reception
of her friends, while with her hair dis-
heveled she was submitted for the first
time in the day to the hands of the
hair-dresser; for usually she dressed
four or five times a day. Her hair
dragged off her face, covered with
powder, plastered with pomatum and
frizzled in stiff curls, was raised by
means of gauze, feathers and flowers
into an edifice often equal to her
height. Four ells of gauze has been
contained in some of these erections,
with butterflies, birds and feathers in-
troduced—thg last of the most prepos-
terous height of, it is recorded, about
a yard. After an hour’s plastering and
frizzing the hair-dresser’s task was
over, and a weary one it was, though
enlivened by the animated conversa-
tion of the visitors.”

The remainder of the toilet was fin-
ished, the most important of which
was the arrangement of the patches—
a point of great interest. These were
made of black silk, gummed and cut
into stars, crescent and other forms.
Patches had originated in France,
under Louis XV., with a view to show
off the whiteness of the complexion,
but they were never worn by women
of dark skins. Great was the art in
placing these patches near the eye, the
corner of the mouth, the forehead and
the temple. A lady of the world would
wear seven or eight, and each had its
special designation. She never went
without a box of patches to replace
any tbat might aecidentally fall off;
and these little boxes, generally of
Battersea enamel, finely painted by
some eminent artist, had usually a
tiny looking-glass inserted within the
lid to help her repair the accident.

Nor was the rouge-pot forgotten,
rouge at that time being an indispen-
sable adjunct to the toilet—so Indis-
pensable that when Marie Antoinette
came ever to France to marry Louis

faney work I mentioned some time
since. You will understand why I
have delayed when I tell you I have
been away all summer at the Centen-
nial Exkibition and visiting eastern
scenery generally. But I must preceed
at onee to answering questions, for if
I should commence on Cenntennial T
fear our editor ceuld not find space for
publication. &

Miss Annie M. A. wishes to know
how to make coral (imitation) frames,
card receivers, etc. To make frames
I bend small wire into any shape I de-
gire the frame to be, (I have never
made any larger than for a large sized
photograph), them take cord and tie
knots all over it, leaving ends about
an inch long, and, if you wish, you ean
cut paper leaves and imitate a wreath
over the top of it; then I take two
cakes of white bees’ wax, melt it in a
vessel that will never be used for any-
thing else, (as it is poison), then put in
it about a teaspoonful or more of.ver-
million red, enough to give it a bright
color. After melted and mixed, dip it
up by the spoonful and pour on the
frame, and as it cools heat it again and
apply it while warm.

I shape my card receivers and bas-
kets according to my taste and make
with same process. I use Paris green
in these instead of the vermillion red,
which makes a very pretty contrast. I
also make brackets the same way.

To make some pretty cheap and!
durable mats, I get variegated Ger-
mantown yarn in scarlet, green, or any
other color preferred, and with bone
needle chain eight stitches and join to
the flrst, then around those work
double stitch, then single and double
again and continue until your mat is
the size you want, then chain eighteen
stitches and join in every ether ome
around the mat until you go around
three times; this makes a very pretty
looped edge.

I learned to make some preity tidies
and stool covers at the Centennial, but
must not ocecupy any more space this
time.

———
T0 CLEAN GLOVES.

BY MRS. E. C.

Just a few werds about gleve clean-
ing, if you please. But I want to say
first that I have found it the truest
economy to buy either very light or
very dark kids, because the former can
be cleaned again and again, and made
to look as well as when new, and the
latter mever require cleaning at all.
The medium shades I have never been
able to cleanse to my satisfaction. I
never pay over a dollar for light, and
half a dollar more for dark kids.

Now for the cleansing process,
XVI. and begged to dispense with|which is the one, I find, after tryiug;bccome unfashionable.

either in washing or drying; npever
put the gloves en the hand; rub (in
drying) quickly and evenly, to avoid
streaks, and do the whole job as
quickly as possible. It takes only ten
or fifteen minutes of my time, and my
gloves always look splendidly. Of
course I do not allow them to rival the
color of the stove before I wash them.
Now just try it, sisters, and see if you
den’t say, with me, that it is eheaper
to wear light kids than almost any
other kind of glove.
Sipe e~ —

THE SOFA BLANKETY,

RY HANS DORCOMB.

L. LL. L. asks the use of it—why it is
spread over an invalid when reclining
on the sofa. To be sure a common
bed blanket will answer the same pur-
pose, and so also will a shawl. But a
tastily werked article made for the
purpose is preferable. Most any small
pattern for the embroidery is pretty.
The illustrated crochet books contain
them. The canvass sheuld be just
large enough for the figure, and when
finished the threads of the canvass
should be carefully pulled out, The
fine thread canvass is the best because
the threads pull out moxe easily than
coarse threads and do not injure the
work. But the canvass should not be
too flue, for the work would not show
on it as well and the working it would
be more trouble. Canvass that counts
eighteen threads to the inch is plenty
fine enough. When your pattern is
worked, take a firm hold of one thread
at a time, pull straight, antil all the
threads are out. I think you will have
no trouble. Be careful not to break
your embroidered stitches.

Whether the half squares are knit
all the same color, is a matter of taste
and convenience. They may be alike,
or in great variety of color. I think
the figures should be alike in form,
but the color of the flgures shounld be
such as look best on the half square.
Thus, if your half square is greem, a
scarlet figure will look well on it. Or,
if the half square is blue, the figure
should be orange or yellow, or the re-
verse. The knitting must be firm in
order to embroider well.

—_— e ——

RUSKIN’S ADVICE TO GIRLS
ABOUT DRESS.

Dress as plainly as your parents will
allow you; but in bright colors (if
they become you) and in the best ma-
terials—that is to say, in those which
will wear the longest. When you are
really in wané of & new dress, buy it
(or make it) in the fashion, but never
quit an old one merely because it has
And if the

wearing it, a family conclave was held | every other known way : Pour a little fashion b&%ostly, you must not follow
M L - .

at Versailles on the subject, followed  benzine (don’t be too saving of it) into, it. You may wear broad stripes or

by a formal order from the King to put a saucer, take one of the gloves and narrow, bright colors or dark, short

tific Journal.

dresses to sweep the streets, if it is
the fashion to be scavengers. Learn
dress-making yourself, with pains and
time, and use a part of every day in
needle-work, making as pretty dresses
ag you can for poor people who have
not the time or taste to make them
nieely for themselves. You are to
show them in your own wearing what
is most right and graceful, and help
them to choose what will be prettiest
and most becoming in their ewn sta-
tion.—Fors Clavigera.
—_——
THE FOOT BLANKET.

BY HANE BPOR€OMB.

Do the sisters know the comfort of
a foot blanket in bed?

Just here the paper for ®@ctober was
brought in, and there I saw an article
on this subject, taken from the Seien-
And now I want to en-
dorse one part of that article, from my
own experience.

My doctor advised a foot blanket at
4 time when I was very unwell. He
told me to have ome of good thick
woolen flannel, one yard wide, two
yards long. ¢ Why so long,* said my
mother. ¢ Because people not in good
health are often chilled on getting into
bed.” The foot blanket should be long
enough to wrap one end around the
feet, and pull the other emd up over
the bedy, and in a few minutes there
would be experienced a delightful
warmth altogether better than could
be imparted by a jug of hot water, or
a hot soap stene. And for twenty-five
years this blanket has been a great
comfort to me. I have it at the soles
of my feet all summer, and thus pre-
vent cramp in my feet.
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THE WORK TABLE.

In a late number of THE HOUSEHOLD
some one asked for a recipe for re-
storing gray hair, which shall contain
no poisonous ingredients. A friend
who has used the following with sat-
isfactory results for the last two or
three years, has lent it to me, to copy
for her benefit. To three pints of
water put two cups of dry black tea
and steep all the strength therefrom.
Then mix two-thirds of a cup of alco-
hol, ene and one-half gills castor oil,
one ounce of bergamot. Let these
stand over night, then pour on the tea
and add a few rusty nails.

E. CrLouGH.

Will you please to tell a reader who
wishes to know what will restore her
hair, if she will take the leaves from
the center of a mullen plans and put
them in French brandy, I think it
will restore its coler and prevent its
falling out or turning rusty. The
brandy must be pure. Z.

I give a word #o R. E. R. Beil your
switch in strong tea, let it just keep to
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‘ it on—a command which she had no wash it as you would a handkerchief, petticoats or long (in mederation), as
ot B ] alternative but to abey.—London So-' giving the soiled spots special attcn-:the public wish you; but you must not
| : ciedy. { tion. Squeeze, (hurry, now!), lay the buy yards of useless stuff to make a
' R S i Fglovc on a clean cloth and rub it with knot or a flounce of, nor drag them be- | and see if it is dark enough. Put in
CARD RECKIVERS, ETC. {another cloth toward the finger tips;hind you over the ground, and _vsur'new tin, you will find it will do just as
;until dry. Proceed as above with the walking-dress must never souch the, it has done, fade out, but mueh less
e lother glove, using fresh benzine, then ground at all. trouble and expense than having it ta-

Dear HoUseBOLD :(—I suppose a pin both to a cloth and hamg them up} I have lost much of the faith I once ken to a hair dresser every time. You
few of the readers of Tur HousgHOLD in the window or out of doors till the had in the common sense, and even in, can make any shade you like to blaek ;
have been wondering at my long scent disappears. Have the wiping the personal delicacy, of the preseut;ir you get it a little toe dark wash in
silence when so often the question has cloth clean, turning it about frequently race of average English women, by soda or borax water. M. M. C.

boiling heat, I can’t tell you how long,
Fb“t in about fifteen minutes hold it up

BY A. C. D.
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WHAT IS IT MAKES A LADY?

BY E, L. CUSHING.

What Is it makes a lady?

Asked my little girl of me,
One shining summer morning,

As she stood beside my knee ;
And I told her that it is not

Fine dress nor heaps of gold,
Nor all the bright and flashing gems

The caves of ocean hold;

But it is a gentle temper,
And thoughts of peace and love,
And a mind that seeks in all things
Some goodness from above ;
That seeks another’s comfort
Before it seaks its own,
And strives to live on earth the life
That is in Heaven known.

It is this that makes a lady,
And not being rich or poor:
For kind thoughts, kind words, and acts
Make the lady, I am sure.
So think of this, my darling,
And to the trnth be true,
And soon will love and kindness
A lady make of you:

——— e
WHAT THE DOG AND CAT SAID,

@ILLIE had played with the dog,
: and hugged the cat, until he
was tired, so he threw himself down
opon the nice chintz-covered lounge
that looked so tempting on that pleas-
ant July day.

“ Mother,” said he, ‘“if Rover and
Maltie could talk, what do you sup-
pose they would say?”

Mamma laughed. “I guess if Mal-
tie could have spoken this morning she
would have said: ¢Oh, how rough
Willie is! He hurts me! Dear, dear,
I shan’t have any tail left!’”

“] don’t mean to hurt her,” said
Willie. “How I do wish she could
talk. Wouldn’t we have nice times?”

“] guess so,” said mamma, and
went quietly on with her sewing, but
Willie kept quite still on the lounge,
thinking, *“If they only could talk,
why it would be almost as good as a
boy to play with. How funny it
would sound ;” and he laughed to him-
self as he thought of it. He wondered
what Maltie said to her kitten; if
she ever scolded it. He was quite
sure he had seen her strike the little
thing sometimes. Was she in fun or
earnest?

Now, as he was lying there so quiet-
ly, thinking and wondering, who
should walk in but Maltie, with her
kitten in her mouth, and—wonder of
wonders! strangest of all strange
things! She put it down very gently
upon the rug, and said—yes, said—as
plainly as Willie had ever heard any-
thing in his life:

“I'm going to leave you here a min-
ute, while I run off and get something
to eat. Willie forgot my breakfast
this morning, he was so busy with
that foolish Rover. You'll be perfect-
ly safe here. Don’t stir from this rug.”

Notwithstanding his astonishment,
Willie could not help reproaching him-
self for the forgotten breakfast. ¢ It’s
true enough,” he thought, ¢ I did for-
get it. That game of tag with Rover
drove it out of my head;” but he

for now the kitten opened its mouth,
and, instead of the feeble little mew
it sald, in a frightened voice:

¢ (Oh, put me in the basket! Please
put me in the basket! Don’tleave me
here—put me in the basket!”

¢ Nonsense !” said the old cat, with
dignity. ‘ What are you afraid of?”

¢ Of that boy, that Willie,” an-
swered the kitten almost crying.

¢ Fiddlesticks |” cried Maltie, impa-
tiently, ‘““he’s a good boy, if he did
forget my breakfast. He wouldn’t
hurt a fly.”

¢ He would,—he does,—he hurts
me,” cried the little Kkitten. ¢ He
takes me out of the basket and puts
me on the floor, and when I try to
walk, and my legs give out under me,
he only laughs.”

¢ Well,” said the mother cat, en-
couragingly, “‘he doesn’t mean any-
thing ; besides, you’re quite a little
cat now, and its time you were trying
your strength. Willie won’t hurt you.
T’ll risk him.”

She was moving off (being probably
in a hurry for her morning meal); but
the kitten couldn’t be left so. She
put her little paws up pleadingly, and
seemed quite beside herself with
terror.

¢‘He takes me in his arms,” she
cried, ‘‘ and when my claws stick into
his jacket, he won’t wait for me to
take them out, but pulls them hard.
Dear me! Dear me!” Here the poor
little kitty began to ery just for all the
world like a little baby.

Willie couldn’t stand that so he
called out from the sofa: ‘¢ Dear little
kittie, don't be afraid, I wouldn’t hurt
you for the world;” but neither the
cat nor the kitten took the least no-
tice; in fact they didn’t seem to hear
him at all.

‘““ How queer!” thought Willie.
¢ Perhaps my talking sounds as fun-
ny to them as their mewing does to
me. They don't understand me at any
rate.”

No, they didn’t understand him, for
the old cat laid herself down beside
the kitten, and cuddling it up to her,
and softly lapping it up with her rough
tongue, she seemed exactly as if she
was getting it to sleep.

And so she was; for, when in a few
minutes Rover appeared on the scene
of action, and seemed about to open
his mouth, Maltie winked at him so
"cutely, as much as to say: ‘Do keep
quiet a few minutes till this trouble-
some kitten is off my hands.”

It was almost too much for Willie;
but when Rover very soberly went to
the window and stood looking out
with a face which was gravity itself,
though Willie knew, by the guivering
of his stumpy little figure and the im-
patient motion of his tail, how he was
longing for a good romp in the gar-
den, he could stand it no longer, but
laughed so loud that he was really
afraid he had disturbed the kitten just
as it seems about * dropping off.”

But no!—no such thing! She took
not the least particle of notice; and
the old cat continued her caressing a
few moments longer then rose and
stretched herself, opening her mouth
“ widely,” as Willle said sometimes.

That was enough to bring Rover
from the window. He and Maltie had
been brought up together from their

couldn’t stop for any more thioking,

earliest infancy, so they were excel-

lent friends, and generally got along
most harmoniously, though sometimes
it must be confessed they did quarrel
like cats and dogs.

If there was any choice as to dispo-
gition, it was rather in Rover’s favor,
for Maltie was sometimes a little spite-
ful (spitful, as Willie called it,) and,
when she didn’t happen to be in the
humor for playing, would give Rover
a smart box oy the ear, which sent
him away, howling in indignation.

But then Rover did have his jealous
fits occasionally, when, if Mistress
Puss got more than he considered her
just share of Willie’s attention, he
would be as glum as he could be, and
not speak a word to her for a whole
hour.

But, on this particular morning, he
was all ready for a frolic. ¢“Come]!
come! come!” said he impatiently.
‘¢ Your kitten is off as sound as a top.
It’s too pleasant to stay in the house.
Come! come!”

This he said, shaking his little body
and wagging his little tail, till Willie
was ready to laugh again; but Maltie
began in an injured tone—

T should like a little breakfast, but

etly led the way to the garden, the cat
close at his heels.

Willie jumped up and ran out after
them. Just as he got to the outside
door, he happened to think of some-
thing. ¢*Oh, dear?” he said to him-
self, ‘I dug up a lot of bones yester-
day, and sold them to Charlie Ferris
for a humming top. What if they
were Rover’s—dear me! I hope not.”

But they were—for as Willie ap-
proached the place, there they stood,
the dog and the cat, both with their
noes to the ground, investigating.

“ This is the place,” cried Rover,
with great glee. ‘I smell them,”

“So do 1,” said Maltie, turning up
her nose; *‘but there never was any-
thing about the smell of bones very
inviting to me. I must say, I prefer
my meat outside, instead of in, too.”

Rover made no reply, but com-
menced & vigorous digging—all to no
purpose. He rested a minute, then
went at it again-——scratch, scratch,
scratch.

¢ Strange,” said he; ¢‘they were
here; I looked at them only yester-
day.” Again it was dig, dig, but no
bones ; and never was disappointment
more plainly written on a dog’s fea-

I suppose Mary will take the broom- |tures.

stick if I go into the kitchen now.| ¢‘They’re gone—every one of them,"”
Let me see—what time is it?” (here he gasped. “I know who's done it
she cast her eyes inquiringly up to the | It’s Leo—that mean, sneaking cur of
elock.) ¢ Hall past eight—I declare! | Wilson’s. I’ll pay him for it, the next
Everything will be put away—1I shan’t time I catch him on the street, and if
have even a crust of bread!” he ever shows his face in this yard

“Yes, you shall, old Maltie—yes, again—well” (showing his teeth, and
you shall]” sang out Willie from the looking quite savage,) ‘‘he'd better
sofa, but it might as well have beenFnot, that’s all.”
the wind blowing, for all that Maltie| Willie was very much distressed.
heard or understood, ¢ QOh, dear!” said he, ‘‘he’ll have a

¢ Never mind,” said Rover; * you flght with that dog, and of course he'll
just come out into the garden with beat, for Leo isn’t half as big as he is.
me, and I'll show you where I keep‘It’s too bad.” 8o he sang out, at the
my bones.” top of his little voice:

¢ Your bones!” replied the ecat, dis-| *‘Here, Rover! Poor Rover! Itook
dainfully. ¢ There's a great deal of your bones; it wasn’t Leo. I didn't
meat on them, I guess.” know they were yours. I'll save you

“QOf course there isn't,” replied some more. Look here! Here, sir!
Rover. ¢ Don’t I eat all the meat off I say! You shall have plenty more.”
clean, before I bury them?” “ What's the matter, Willie?” said

¢ Well, then, what do I want with his mamma—and Willie opened his
them?” exclaimed Maltie, pettishly. {eyes, and, behold, there he was upon

¢ Oh! you just come and try them,” the lounge, instead of in the garden;
cried Rover. “ You see, after they the cat was lapping her milk from her
bave been in the ground awhile, the little earthern saucer, and the kitten
outside gets just as tender as—well— lay sleeping in the basket.
as that little chicken you stole the| Just then Rover walked in, and,
other day—" (here he gave Mistress going up to the saucer, sniffed round
Cat a sly glance out of the corner of it, as if inclined to try a taste, but
his eye,) ¢* and it comes off as easy— Maltie didn’t give him a chance, for,
but it’s the inside—what is it they call before he knew what was coming, she
it? Oh! I know—the marrow that I just lifted her paw, and gave him a
eat, and I tell you it’s worth waiting smart slap in the face, accompanied
for. Just come and try iv.” { by a most expressive spit.

“Well, said the cat, in a whining| ¢ Poor Maltie!” said Willje, “I
voice, ‘I suppose it is better than‘know you're pretty hungry, but you
nothing. I can’t stand this much needn’t be quite so cross. Mother,”
longer, at any rate. Talk of stealing he added, with a yawn,  I’ve had the
chickens! I’d steal another this min- | funniest dream—Maltie and her kitten,
ute, if I could get the chance; and and Rover, were all talking, and, if I
pray whose fault would it be, when hadn’t waked up just then, I should
your regular meals are forgotten, and have found out what Maltie says when
all for a foolish romp in the garden, she spits.
with a nonsensical goose of a dog.” “T thought you were dreaming

If Rover’s disposition hadn’t been pretty hard,” said mamma, laughing,
pretty good, I think he would have ‘when you called out so lowd to
been quite angry at such impoliteness Rover.”

from Mrs. Maltie, especially when he
was doing all he could to appease her
hunger. He did seem to feel a little

hurt, for he drew his face down to its

utmost length, but, like a sensible dog,

he concluded to say nothing, but qui-

‘“That was when he got so angry
about the bones,” said Willie. ¢ Moth~
er, I've got three things to remember
—1I must always give Maltie her regu-
lar meals, I must not trouble the kit-
ten, and I mustn’t steal Rover’s bones.”,
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And he proceeded to relate his dream,
much to mamma’s amusement; but
still he wound up with:
‘“I do wish I knew what Maltie says
when she spits.”
—
AMUSEMENTS FOR CHILDREN,

In old fashioned times, boys and
girls were left to their own wits for
amusements, nor do I think that this
was a very bad thing to be left so. I
never go into a toy shop, especially
one of those magazines in New York,
where ten thousand toys are heaped
together, without pitying the modern
family.

Once the dear old aunt promised the
little girl that if she would be good
she should have a doll made for her.
Already she had had little, thin and
erinky paper dolls and picture dolls
on slates, and handkerchief dolls
folded and pinned, which could be
opened out again, on pressing need, to
the use of a handkerchief,

But there shall be a new doll set
apart and eonsecrated to the high ends
of doll life, but it shall have eyes, and
nose and mouth marked on it with
ink, and set forth in the sight of all
men and girls. The joys of anticipa-
tion almost equal the rapture of pos-
gession.

At length the creative work is done,
and the little girl comes into posses-
sion of a cotton doll stuffed with bran,
and the face brought out with ink in a
manner that would make an old Egyp-
tian hieroglyphic dance with envy. A
bit of well worn calico, ten years ago
flaming new, in a dress that excited
envy, a shred of worn out lace, a scrap
or two of ribbon—these are the whole
stock in the child’s hand.

But what joy do they produce? Ah,
no poet has yet sung one of the gent-
lest, richest and most fruitful of earth-
ly joys—the joy of a pet-loving little
girl, with her first real doll. Sacred
geographers have long searched for
the position of Eden. We don’tknow
about the old one, but the door of
young paradise is placed not far from
the corner where the little girl has
1aid her doll to rest. Her imagination
sapplies all that is lacking. This is
not a corner of a garret, nor a nook
in the closet. It is a splendid room.
Those are not cobwebs, but tapestry
hangings. Those bits of crockery—is
there in Dresden or Sevres manufac-
tures any wares so fine in their eyes as
this delf is in the little giri’s?

But now-a-days children are buried
down under the loads of toys which
are upset upon them. Dolls! In one
little girls treasury honse I can count
twelve, small dolls, large dolls, wax
dolls, with eyes that move, and eyes
that don’t, and white and pink-—with
chairs, and doll setssof china, and
beds, bureaus, stoves, houses, car-
riages, wagons, and wheel-barrows,
until the very inventory becomes bur-
densome.

Do not children enjoy these? Cer-
tainly. But no more than aforetime
children enjoyed the home-made and
scanty provision for amusement. It
is the creative faculty in children that
furnishes them their child delight.

If the imaginatidon is killed by a
superabundant supply, it has mno
chance to create. All is done for it.

\This suppression af imagination by

THI BOUSEHOLD.

overloading is not confined to amuse-
ment. It is a deadly sinin art, litera-
ture, teaching, oratory, and all other
departments which have for their
objects the moving of men’s thonghts,

A chest of tools—not too many—is a
far better present to a lad than a cart
load of wagons, machines and finished
things. No boy ever flew a kite that
he had bought with half the pleasure
that he experiences to see the work of
his own hand rising heavenward.

Some of our happiest hours were
spent in damming up a brook. We
toiled at stone, we burdened ourselves
with loads, we worked for days and
days, at spare hours, in laying the
ledge across the stream, in stuffing in
clods, in adjusting boards to carry a
sheet out as a waterfall, and in a hun-
dred wriggles of ingenuity that were
an intense pleasure at the same time
that they were stirring up ingenuity
and serving as a real educator.

A good knife and a ball of twine is
a good enough capital. Let the boy
make his kite, make his base ball, his
bat, his ladder. All true pleasure
consists in the creative activity of the
human faculties.

Stir up boys and girls to amuse
themselves. Then amusement be-
comes a handmaid to education. —Hen-
ry Ward Beecher.

—_— .-

THE BOYS’ ROOM,

BY LAURA RAYMOND.

The boys’ rooms are often the worst
rooms in the house to begin with, and
they are made still less attractive by
being receptacles for all the old, mis-
matched and dilapidated furniture
which has been accumulating for years
The faded worn carpets, the cracked
pitchers and bowls, the roughly mended
chairs and the bare walls of the boys’
rooms are in sharp conteast with the
pretty, neat, tidy, and fastidious cham-
bers of the girls. Are boys supposed
to belong to a lower order of humani-
ty? Aretheysemi-savages? How is it
that mothers, devoted to the welfare
of their children, are so careless con-
cerning the places where their sons
sleep, and very likely study during
some of their waking hours?

One can hardly blame the boy for
his scorn of various polite observ-
ances and for his indifference to cer-
tain refinements, when one knows that
the powers at the head of the house-
hold are contented to let him burrow
as best he can in a den of dirt and dis-
order. Inasmuch as a girl may safely
be left to find out the beautiful for
herself, and a boy needs training in
the love for mnicety and personal
conveniences, if there must be a dif-
ference, more rather than less care
should be taken of his surroundings
than of hers. A bit of bright color
on the wall, in the shape of a garland
of antumn leaves, a fine engraving, a
shelf for books, a mat or two upon the
floor, and a few little contrivances for
holding matches, whole or burut, are
not thrown away when they are placed
in the boys’ room.

I think, too, that having provided
the lads with a properly adjusted
chamber, the mother should insist on
their taking care of it. They as well
as their sisters, should habitually take

the covering from their beds om ris-

ing, and should open the windows be-
fore leaving the room. If the mother
and sisters do the housework, and
they are crowded with work, and
often wearied with labors, there is no
reason why the boys should not make
their own beds. To properly shake
up a bed, and to arrange the sheets
and blankets on it smoothly is quite
an accomplishment., It requires
strength and skill, and no man will be
less manly for having learned how to
do it in his boyhood. Some day it
may aid him in helping to relieve a
feeble wife. Those boys who have
been kind sons and brothers at home
in childhood are not likely to be arbi-
trary and selfish when they become
husbands. No boy was ever made ef-
feminate by being allowed to help his
mother in any way or place where she
needed assistance. I should respect
a boy who put his strong arms and his
willing feet at work anywhere at home
where they could do good.—Christian
at Howe.

——- G O~

—To make punishments efficacious
two things are necessary: Theymust
never be disproportionate to the of-
fence, and they must be certain.

——
THE PUZZLER.

ANSWERS :(—1. THE HousknoLp. 2.
Hard Times. 3. Steel pen.

5 E AR & BT AR
AMY T AP B
RY E APES

REST

7. D

TTIN

TR ADE
DIAMOND
FROZE
i N--D
D

ENIGMA.

L. I am composed of eleven letters.

My 1, 8, 4 is an animal with wings.

My 10, 9, 3, 2 is a loud sound.

My 5, 8, 4, 6, 11 is a bad habit.

My 8, 3, 5, 4, 6, 7 is an engagement.

My 10, 9, 8, 11 is an article of dress.

My whole is the name of a town in
New England. BELL.

GEOGRAPHICAL ENIGMA.

2. I am composed of twenty-three
letters.

My 5,9, 21,7, 18, 1, 17 is a town in
Pennsylvania.

My 14, 2, 23, 8, 20, 6, 6 is a province
in Germany.

My 5, 22, 8, 17, 5, 51, 11, 7, 9'is &
river in the United States.

My 14, 4, 5, 12, 19 is a large lake
in the western hemisphere.

My 4, 13, 2, 14 is a western city of
note.

My 14, 21, 3, 183, 6, 5, 2, 10 is a cape
on the Atlantic coast.

My10, 2, 16, 7, 15, 6, 17, 8, Is a bay
of the Pacific coast.

My 17, 9, 16, 6, 20, 2 1s a city in
Switzerland.

My 5, 10, 2 is a mountain in Swit-
zerland.

My whole is a great truth. BELL.

ACROSTIC ARITHMOREM.

3. 1101—a factory.

4. 101—a contraction.
5. 1009—to join.
6. 501—that (Latin).
7. 157—municipal.

Initials.—8. 2102—imitative.
S1A.

DOUBLE ACROSTIC ARITHMOREM.
9. 1501—between extremes.
10. 1—one.
11. 1501—not plainly visible.
S1a.
ANAGRAM.
12. Wetes si het ovel ichwh retuan
ribngs ;-
Rou dlingdem incettell
Hemisspas het tobeausue morfs fo
nights,

Ew rumerd ot sidsect. BELL.

CHARADES.
18. My first is a part of a sea,
My second is among the hills,
My third is not in this country but in
Prussia.
My whole is the name of a village and
county in one of the middle states.
BeLL.
14. My first crept up, one starbright
night,
To the ceop where the chickens lay,
Old mother hen in terror shrieked
To scare the intruder away ;
Charlie heard, and my second he
dropped,
As he ran to the yard in haste,
And my whole nodded on their beds,
As my first was swiftly chased.
Mary B.
15. Poor Minnie lay on her little bed,
And she tossed in feverish pain,
The doctor came, my second was he,
And my first made her well again.
My whole we must be, until we arise
And enter the gates of Paradise.®
Mary B.
16. Away with my first, its trappings
and gilt,

Its varnished veneering, away,—
Under my second, all safely and snug,
My whole sleeps awaiting the day.

Mary B.
PROVERBS ENIGMATICALLY EXPRESSED.
17. Vaisurelyn the the sight net of
is any spread bird.
18. stand wisdom: standing heart.
O ye simple, and ye fools,b ye of an
19.—

Coals: burning coals | ::a contentious man:
wood : fhhe \ kindle strite.

20.— 21—
The wicked r standing hath wisdom.
thrown and r 0: but a man of
22, The silver — the dross = a vessel
for the finer.

23. B4 the king — the wicked and his thr 1
shall b rightestablishedeousness.

24. But love
all sins, BIA.
WORD PUZZLE.

25. With b5 letters only form 44 words
of b letters each; 21 words begin, and
20 end with S. S1a.

SBQUARE WORDS.

26. To bequeath; a metal; empty ;
means. W.i

27. A part of a linen wheel; imply-
ing heat; to give; a part of a ship.

BrLrL.
TRANSPOSITION.
28. O! ho! we se the mem. BrLL.
JUMBLES.

Scripture Names.—29. Han mohash,
30. I am tarehegd. 31. Ahprepatne.
82, Habazbid. 33. Santibinroec. 34.
Zekbeidona. 35. Thaniscaba. 36. It

suthome. BerL.
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UNEXPECTED GUESTS.

BY HANS DORCOMB.

@HERE have been several articles
in Tae HousenoLp upon the im-
portance of receiving unexpected
guests without abnoyance. Perhaps
a leaf from my own experience, may
interest some of the sisters. If I
seem to say too much of myself, you
will excuse me, for I am an old lady
NOW.

I was perhaps forty years old, when
my brother lost his wife, and asked
me to go to him to take care of his
family. He lived, as was then called,
at the far west. He had three well
grown sons, and a clerk in his store.
When I went there, he told me he had
one request $o make of me, and that
was, that whatever we might have to
eat, there might be enough to allow
him to bring in a friend at any time
without embarrassment. The roads
were not good, and population was
scattered. I told him I would do saq,
if he would keep me provided with ma-
terials, so that I could look ahead.
As he had kept his part of the contract
well, I was careful to keep mine. His
store was near his dwelling.

One day the bell had called to din-
ner, and he came in to ask if I had
enough food for eight more.

“ Do you mean eight in addition to
our own five?”

Yes, eight of his oldest and best
customers were in the store, and too
far from home too get any dinner there.
At first two had come in to settle ac-
counts, and he had asked them and
they engaged to come, and after-
ward the others had come in two and
three together, and now he could not
take two without the others, and he
would like to ask them all.

“Very well, give me half an hour,
and then you may do so.”

On the previous day, we had for
dinner a piece of corned beef, boiled,
withvegetables; we hadmade a break-
fast from it cold and sliced, and I had
made of the remainder a good dish of
hash. This, with boiled eggs, or a
pudding, would be sufficient for our-
selves, but what was it among so many?
I had a very goed natured and capable
girl, and this was a joy to me now. I
had an advantage too, in the fact that
the family were fond of potatqes fried
for breakfast. They like these, bet-
ter than potatoes freshly boiled or
baked. And we usually boiled an ex-
tra quantity at noon, so as to have
them ready to fry for eur six o’cleck
breakfast. So then we had potatoes
enongh, and we had only to keep them

had yesterday boiled a shoulder of
bacon, and set it aside. This was
just right now. Also we had bread

enough. And thus in twenty min-
utes we had enlarged the table, peeled
more potatoes, boiled more eggs, cut
more bread, and again the bell called
te dinner, and thirteen men sat down
to our table.

Naney had said, ‘“What a shame to

!
cut that bacon which you fixed so

nice yesterday, when there is not a
woman here to see it.” The ¢ fixing”

kad consisted in this. When the lean,
part was boiled tender, I had stripped

off the skin, stuck a few cloves into
the fat, and strewed pounded cracker
thickly over it, and then put the whole
into a dripping pan, and set it into a
hot oven, for fifteen or twenty min-
utes. It looked very nice and was
praised and enjoyed by the men, who
had never seen bacon prepared in this
way, but were accustomed to eating
it fried. It was indeed very relishing,
and it was appreciated, notwithstand-
ing ladies were absent.

After the others had gone away, one
pleasant faced old gentleman had set
down by me, and said, * When your
brother had asked us to come in and
dine, I told him no, for it would disturb
the women folks fo have so many come
in unexpectedly—but he said ‘no, it
won’t, just you come and see if itdoes.’
And now marm, I’ve watched you, and
you don’t seem worried one mite, not
a mite, and I don’t see how yeu do it.”

“QOh mno,” I said, “it has been a
pleasure.”

¢ But do tell how you do it.”

“Why, my brother is a good prmrl-4

der, that is the main thing. I have
emough on hand, to enable me to keep
ahead. Then I have the blessing in a
capable and good natured girl to help
me. And with these two important
hlessings, I surely should be quiet.”

“Well, marm, I shall send my dar-
ter down to see if she can’t larn to do
it. 1t is surely a blessing to a man, if
the wemen folks can bear unexpected
trouble, and not get fretted, and wor-
ried enough to spoil a good dinner.
I've seen good dinners spoilt that way,
many a time, yes, many a time.”

SETTING TABLES.

Although I should not be capable of
directing one how to do it genteelly, I
wish to make a few suggestions appli-
cable to every day life in the country,
for 1 think many housekeepers take
too little pains with the appearance of
their table at meal time, for the im-
provement as well as comfort of their
families. There is a certain refining
influence about a neatly spread table
and pleasantly conducted meals, which
children and young people can hardly
afford to lose.

Some, I know, would be glad to

have things more tasteful and order-
ly, but are so overworked they are

.obliged to do everything in the quick-

est and easiest way possible; while
others care nothing about ¢ feasts for
the eye,” any further than to have
plenty of food, giving no thought to
the manner in which it is served, or
the surroundings. OIld tin dishes and
baisins are sometimes used on the ta-
ble, which, though perfectly clean, are
80 out of their proper sphere as to
make the food almost repulsive to sen-
sitive people.

Aceording to my idea, the truest
hospitality is that which dispenses
but a few kinds at a meal, and those
of a simple and healthful quality; this
makes an inviting table, a cheerful
hostess, and comfortable guests, and
is much pleasanter every way than if
the table is crowded with viands, and

the hostess tired and nervous from
preparing so many.

Set the larger and principal dishes
in the center of the table, with the
smaller ones around them; cups,
spoons, milk, sugar, and everything
used in serving the tea should be in
front of the hostess, and the water
and glasses near some other member
of the family, as it is too much for
the hostess to attend to everything,
and gives too crowded an appearance
to ber part of the table.—N. E. Far-
mer.

e

DINING COMFPORTABLY.

Most people are aware, ever with-
out any scientific knowledge, that the
mind has & most direct influence on
the stomach, that the stomach reacts
upon the mind, and that the two,
linked mysteriously together, act and
react upon each other with unfailing
certainty. Digestion thus obviously
to a great extent will depend on the
state of mind in which we sit down
to a meal. It is not sufficient always
merely to set the bread-winner down
to a good dinner. If he has been hard
at work, battling during the day with
the perplexities and difficulties insep-
arable from daily life, in whatever
calling, his meal, if it is to do him all
the good it should, must be a cheerful
one; and it.is as much a part of alov-
ing wife’s duty to meet him with
smiles and pleasant words as it is to
give him his soup hot and his meat
cooked to a turn.

Nay, although disappointment in the
quality of the viands—a tough steak,
a tepid roll—may check much more
than is thought the process of diges-
tion, even when spirits are good and
appetite keen, it will not be so preju-
dicial to the healthful assimilation of
food as will be dolorous tales of do-
mestic cares or the announcement of
bad news. Whatever trials and sor-
rows have to be faced, dinner time
and the time immediately succeeding
it is not the time to grapple with them,
or dwell upon the means by which they
are to be surmounted.

Again, highly animated discussions,
lapsing often into virulent arguments,
are distinctly prejudical at meal time;
for temper, if ruffled, will retard di-
gestion as fatally as dampened spirits
will. In a word, there is no by-way
to health more directly useful and gen-
erally worth sticking to than that by
which we can have our meals in peace
and comfort, if not in absolute gayety.

—_—t———————

ROSES IN ANCIENT LUXURIES,

To enjoy the scent of reses at meals
an abundance of the flowers was
shaken on the table, so that the dishes
were completely surrounded. By anar-
tificial contrivance roses during meals
descended on the guests from above.
Heliogabalus, in his folly, caused
roses to be showered down upon his
guests in such quantities that a number
of them, being unable to extricate
themselves, were suffocated in flow-
ers. During meal times they reclined
on cushions stuffed with rose leaves,
or made a couch of the leaves them-
gelves, The floor, too, was strewn
with roses, and in this custom great
luxury was displayed.

Cleopatra, at an enormous expense,
procured roses for a feast which she

gave to Antony, had them laid two
cubits thick on the floor of the ban-
quet-room, and then caused nets to be
spread over the flowers in erder to
render the footing elastic. Heliogab-
alus caused not only the banquet-
rooms, but algo the colonnades that
led to them, to be covered with roses.

— - ir—
A4 WINTER EVENING DESSERT.

In the winter, when there has been
a fall of light snow, the following
makes a delightful dish for dessert and
refreshment. Take of the thickest
sweet cream you can get, one pint;
to it add ome teacupful of white or
light sugar; beat well together, then
add enough clean dry snow, stirring
well all the time, to make it the con-
sistency of ice cream; add flavoring
of lemon, vanilla, strawberry or rasp-
berry syrup made for the purpose.
et B
THE DESSERT.

—The individual who called tight
boots comfortable defended his posi-
tion by saying they made a man for-
get all his other miseries.

—Voltaire once praised another
writer very heartily to a third person.
“It is very strange,” was the reply,
¢“that you speak so well of him, for
he says you are a charlatan.” ¢QOh,”
replied Voltaire, ¢ I think it very like-
ly that both of us are misfaken.”

—While a lecturer was describing
the nature of gas, alady inquired of
a gentleman near her, what was the
difference between oxygen and hydro-
gen? ¢ Very little, madam,” he said.
“ By oxygen we mean pure gin, and by
hydrogen we mean gin and water.”

—A gentleman having an appoint-
ment with another who was habitually
anpunctual, to his great surprise,
found him waiting. He thus ad-
dressed him: *“Why, I see you are
here first at last. You were always
behind before; but I am glad to see
you have come early of late.”

—A lecturer wishing to explain to a
little girl the manner in which the
lobster casts its shell when it has out-
grown it, said, ‘What do you do
when you have outgrown your clothes!
You throw them aside, den’t you?”
¢ Qh, no,” replied the little one, “ we
let out the tucks.” The lecturer con-
fessed that she had the advantage over
him there.

—The difference between the real
and the ideal is vividly shown in the
following verses:

“ Only a lock of golden hair,”
The lover sighed. ‘' Perchanee to-night

1t formeth on her pillow fair
A halo bright.”

*‘Only a lock of golden hair,”
The maidey, smiling, sweetly said,
As she laid it over the back of a chair
And went to bed,

—A young Danbury boy proposed
to his father that he go fishing, but
his father had other business for him
that day. ‘¢ Father,” said the young
man, ‘‘do you know what Solomon
said about boys going fishing I” ¢ Sol-
omon didn’t say anything about it,” re-
plied the parent. ¢ Yes, he did. He
said, if you spare the rod you spoil
the child.” ‘I won't spare it,” said
the old gentleman, promptly. And he
didn’t, but the son thinks he got hold
of the wrong rod.




THE HOUSEHOLD.

HEALTH OF FARMERS.

% N treating npon some of the causes
@7 of ill health in farmer’s families a
correspondent of the New York Times
remarks: The use of feather beds is
still common among farmers. Feath-
ers are soft and are good non-conduct-
tors of heat and hence many rheu-
matic farmers think they can sleep on
nothing else, especially In winter.
But some of these old beds, having
imbibed the perspiration of number-
less bodies, possibly for generations,
are only fit for the dang hill, not be-
cause they have lost their savor, but
because they are too savory. A fresh
feather bed is enervating—an old one
is a’hot bed of disease.

On this point we will introduce the
testimony of an observing woman.
Speaking of these nuisances in farm-
ers’ houses says: ¢ These are
often precious family heirlooms, and
they had an excuse for so being,
while stoves and furnaces were yet
unheard of, but are none the less in-
jurious for all that. A coarse sacking
filled with inexpensive straw, forms
the under -bed; on this is laid thirty
or thirty-flve pounds of feathers. The
farmer with his blood at boiling heat
afier a day’s haying, lies down on this
cheap and unpatented vapor bath and
perspirator, and tries to go to sleep.
Is it any wonder he tosses and groans;
that he finds his garments wringing
wet and himself nearly deliguesced;
that he rises with the first streak of
light, from pure misery? The poor
wife, who, very likely, in addition to
all his discomforts, has suckled an in-
fant all night, finds herself more dead
than alive in the morning, and looks
forward with justiflable shrinking to
the tasks of the day, as. she finds, the
baby all broken out with heat, and
fretful accordingly. No wonder she
calls this world ¢a vale of tears,” and
considers life a thoroughly puzzling
problem. Feather beds are answera-
ble for much of the debility among far-
mers’ wives.”

As to how long farmers can sleep,
no general rule can be laid down.
There is no doubt that some constitu-
tions require more sleep than others,
and custom has much to do in this
matter. Franklin is said to have laid
down this rule: ¢ 8ix hours for a
man, seven for a woman, and eight for
a fool,” but we do not believe Franklin
was ever so foolish as to have promul-
gated such a dogmatic law. Another
equally absurd maxim which was
sounded frequently in our youthful ears
was: “Five hours for some, six for
many and seven for any.” The some
are very few who can be satisfied
with five hours sleep. The most dis-
tinguished preacher of this country,
and one who accomplishes prodigies
of work, says he sleeps all he can, the
more he sleeps the more work he can
accomplish. We have no doubt that
farmers, as a class, do not sleep
enough, though it is trae that tired
muscles recuperate sooner than exs
hausted hrains,

\
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Many farmers make a mistake in
giving their children no more sleep
than they allow to themselves. Child-
hood requires more sleep than maturi-
ty. The infant does well when it
sleeps pretty much all the time. As
years increase less sleep is demanded,
till we arrive to second childhood,
when sleep as an old Greek philoso-
pher expressed it, hands us over to his
twin brother, death. Rousing up boys
at four or five o'clock of a winter's
morning and sending them out to do
chores, or on the mountain for a load
of wood, is a sin against humanity.
It brings on disease and premature old
age. We see many laboring men at
forty and fifty years of age bent over
and walking as though it was a tax on
their energies to drag one foot after
the other. One great reason is that
they have discounted the hours that
should have been allotted to sleep.
If a farmer makes it a rule to get up
in season to hear the matin song of
birds, he should also make it a princi-
ple to go to bed at the same time with
the feathered bipeds. Every man
should study his own constitution, and
eat, sleep, and work in such propor-
tion as to make the most of life.

R M

GLT RESTED EVERY DAY,

Every person who would live well
should get so thoroughly rested once
every twenty-four hours as to feel
bright, fresh, active and strong.
Many do not do this, but go on feeling
tired, over-worked, ill at ease, sick,
never being rested from morning till
night. No course could be worse.
If 2 man wishes to last a reasonable
number of years on this globe, and
live in peace and comfort, he should
get rested every day of his life. Many
resort to stimulants, when they had

better go to bed and to sleep. Sleep
does not always come easily, The

brain sometimes loses the power to
stop thinking when the proper hour
arrives for sleep, but keeps on, like
the heart, aching involuntarily. How
can such people get sleep is one of
the most important guestions they can
cousider. Shall they resort to chloral
hydrate, morphine, tobacco, or as
some do, ale, beer, or other alcoholic
drinks?

We advise no person to take poison-
ous drugs on his own account, but
there are agencies of great value, bet-
ter for common daily use than all the

placed at the feet. This is one of the
best methods of producing a condition
favorable to sleep that is known, and
alter a study can be adopted by almost
any one. Every house should have
an eleetrical apparatus, for electricity
carefully and wisely used has great
value for many purposes.

Still another agent, not very well
understood, and one not to be advised
except it can be given by those who
know its use, is magnetism, by means
of passes over the head or simply
holding the hands of the person to be
influenced.

Still another agent is a very short
shower batly, or a hot foot-bath, or
holding the hands, if hot, in cold wa-
ter, or if the hands are cool, holding
them in hBt water; or putting a cold
wet compress over the abdomen.

The two best remedies, however,
are the sitz bath at bed-time and the
use of electricity. Whatever is done
should be done with judgment and
care. — The Herald of Health.

- - - -

BEMEDIES FOR IN-GROWING
TOE NAILS.

In reply to the inquiry of a sufferer,
we have already published three com-
munications, and now give you a few
more, with a list of names of others
who have kindly responded to the in-
quiry. We would gladly publish all
we have received, but they are about
the same. The majority reeommend
pressing a bit of cotton batting, or
lint beneath the corner of the nail.
That is well, but it is better, instead
of cotton or lint, to use scraped horn.
There is very likely to be ¢ proud
flesh” in the toe (we are all more or
less troubled with ¢¢ proud flesh” from
top to toe), for this we know scraped
horn to be a sure cure. You need not
get it from the *“live” horn, but
scrape it off an old powder-horn, or
any article made of horn. We once
had a felon, in which, after it was
lanced, appeared proud flesh; and not
having any powder-horn, and the old
cow being in the ‘““back lot,” we be-
thought us of the horn-comb, and
used some scrapings from that, with
the happiest result. Burnt altm will
have the same effect, but it hurts,
while the scraped horn is perfectly
painless, and one application is quite
sufficient.

Scrape the nail very thin in the cen-

drugs in the world, which every per-
son can learn to use without harm to
himself, provided he is reasonably in-
telligent.
ter. A tepid sitz bath taken just be-
fore going to bed, of such a tempera-

ture as shall be agreeable, is a beautiful !

sedative for many persous, prugmring'
them for sleep that is sound and re-
freshing. It may be used. for ten or
fifteecn minutes, or even longer if
agreeable. It should be taken in a
warm room, and such portious of the
body as are not in the water well cov-
ered with a blanket.

Still another remedy, and often
more convenient, is a mild current of
electricity, continuing from five to
thirty minutes. The positive pole may
be held in one hand, or, by means of
a sponge placed over the stomach and
abdomen, and moved about from point
to point, while the negative may be

e g s

One of the agencies is wa-i

ter, and keep it scraped; also cut the
nail as short as possible in the center
and allow the corners to grow out he-
yond the toe, and do this until cured.
After scrapiung and cutting, raise the
corners of the nail and place a pellet
of cotton between the nail and flesh,
which, with secraping, will heélp the
nail to contract, and also give the
flesh a chance to heal. Of course it
Is advisable to wear loose hoots, or
give the toe freedom by cutting a hole
in the boot. i o T
Dr. Chase, in his book of recipes,
gives the following remedy: “I put
a small piece of tallow in a spoon, and

heated it very hot, and poured it on
!

the granvlations; the effect was al-
most magical. Pain and tenderness
were at once relieved, and ina few

days the granulations were all gone,'

the diseased parts dry, and destitute

of all feeling, and the edge of the
nail exposed so-as to admit of being
pared away without any inconven-
ience. The cure was complete, and
the trouble never returned.”

H. McC.

Huving been a sufferer from the toe-
nails growing in for about fifteen
years, I glve a recipe that has been
well tried. Wind a woolen thread
two or three times around the small-
est part of the toe and tie it, not so
tight as to stop the circulation—and
you will have no more trouble with
the nails growing in. I tried it two
years ago and have not had any trouble
since. M..C:

Cut away the nail where it grows
into the flesh, and then erowd lint un-
der the edge of the nail so as to pre-
vent it from coming in contact with
the flesh. In a short time the nail
will cease to grow down, and a cure
be effected. SUBSCRIBER.

i

CORRESPONDENCE,

Mr. CrowerL:—If “Sarah ™ will
persevere in the habit of snufling weak
salt and water, and using three times
a day, a pinch of snuff, composed of
the following ingredients, equal parts
gum myrrh, gum camphor and pow-
dered slippery elm bark, I think her
catarrh will be helped. I have learned
by experience that any one afilicted
with catarrh should carefully avoid all
sudden changes and breathe plenty of
Heaven’s pure air night as well as day.

ViNg.

Some one asks for & cure for warts.
It she will dissolve saleratus in water
as much as it will take up, and apply
four or flve times a day she will find
they will soon dry up and disappear.
The saluratus water should be kept
closely corked. I have tried it for bad
geed warts and know that it will cures

E. B.

Ep. HOUSEHOLD :—1 am especially
interested in Dr. Hanaford’s arficles
relative to health, ete. I wishhe would
write for your columns his ideas con-
cerning the use of milk as an article
of diet. Is it particularly beneficial
for dyspeptics? and should it have a
prominence even above the use of
meat as a source of nourishment? As
this question is somewhat agitated of
late, would you not be so kind as to
ask his views on this subject, and let
them appear in your columns very
goon? QI NP

P e

A VALUABLE OINTMENT,

Me. Eprror :—I send you a recipe
for a valuable ointment for the readers
of Tue Hovusemorp. Take sweet
clover, a few buds of balm of gilead
and sweet mary; stew them in water
until the strength is outof them, then
add mautton tallow, and simmer until
the water is all evaporated. This will
be found excellent for all kinds of
gores. For sore eyes, sore or bealed
breasts, it is a sovereign remedy. For
these use rabbit oil or goose grease
instead of tallow. Mrs. E. C.

Rosemond, Il
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APTNESS TO GOVERN AND
TEACH.

|

C%PTNESS to govern and to teach

is still another natural gift to be
songht in the candidate for the teach-
er’s office.

Aptness to govern is expressed in
the word authority, and implies ability
to direct and control others. It Is in-
born, and manifests itself as a kind of
instinct. It is seen among children
when assembled to engage in their
sports; perhaps in

Some village Hampden, that with daunt'ess breast,

The little tyrant of his fields withstood.”

Some one assumes the command,

and exercises his gift of rule. It is
seen among men. Whenever they or-
ganize for any purpose,
“ Some Cromwell, guiltless of his country’s blood,”
becomes the leader, and exercises au-
thority and control. In some families
the children are in complete subjection
to their parents, and yet no special
effort has ever been made to govern
them. The mother has authority,
which is discovered in her eye, in the
tones of her voice, in her truthful
words and unchangeable purposes.
Under her management the habit of
obedience is goon formed, and cheer-
{ul submission rendered.

In some schools, (though these are
the exception and not the rule,) the
master bas only to wave his band, or
tap with his pencil upon the desk, to
restore perfect order. His very pres-
ence is a ruling power which his pu-
pils are inclined to recognize and obey.
He has authority, a natural aptness to
govern. Lack of discipline in the
family and school, which bas become
so fearful an evil in our land, more
ofven results from a want of this na-
tive power than from any other cause.

Aptness to teach is not always con-
nected with aptaess to govern, but is
equally desirable as a qualification for
the important duties our teachers have
to perform. Ability to teach well im-
plies the power to instruct and fix the
attention of the pupll or class; the
power to illustrate and apply princi-
ples; the power to read character, so
as to be able to adapt instruction to
the varying capacities and dispositions
of different pupils; and the discretion
to know what to teach, when to teach,
and how much to teach. Aptness to
teach does does not necessarily imply
the bighest order of scholarship, nor
the largest ability to understand and
explain a given lesson; but the power
to inspire, guide, and control pupi's
in self-culture, and in the attainment
of knowledge by their own earnest
application.

School trussees should spare no
pains, in the selection of teachers for
their schools, to find those who pos-
sess these peculiar gifts. And they
should examine the candidate also in
reference to another qualification, viz. :
cnergy of character, or what is appro-
priately called “snap.” One live
teacher is worth a score of dead ones.
He will accomplish much more work;

spiring, not only in the school-room,
but in the homes of the children and
by the way. A live teacher makes a
live school, and awakens a new inter-
est in the cause of popular education
in the community where he resides.
This vital energy of which I speak
enlivens his whole being. It is seen
in the elasticity of his step, and in his
animated conversation. It {lashes
from his eyes, and streams from his
fingers, as the red eurrent of life
courses rapidly through his veins, pro-
pelled by a heart, every fibre of which
throbs with sympathetic emotion, and
a lively interest in the work in which
he is engaged. Energy is essential to
success in any enterprise, and espe-
cially in the difficult and important
work of managing and teaching school.
EXPERIENCE.
—_——— e ———
THE SEVEN WONDERS,

The ancient world had its seven
wonders, which were much talked
about, and which people traveled hun-
dreds of miles to see. But the seven
wouders of our times are more useful,
and quite as remarkable.

The seven wonders of this world
were: First, the Egyptian Pyramids;
the largest of these is 693 feet square
and 469 feet high, and its base covers
11} acres of ground.

Second, the Mausoleum, ereeted to
Mausolus, a king of Caria, by his wid-
ow, Artemisia; it was 63 feet long and
356 feet high.

Third, the Temple of Diana at Ephe-
sus; this was 425 feet in length and
220 feet in breadth.

Fourth, the Walls and Hanging Gar-
dens of Babylon; these walls are
stated by Herodotus to have been 87
feet thick, 350 feet high, and 60 miles
in length, and the statement is deemed
credible by modern antiguarians.

Fifth, the Collossus, at Rhodes ; this
was a brazen statue of Apollo, 1056
feet in height, standing at the mouth
of the harbor of Rhodes.

Sixth, the statue of Jupiter Qlym-
pus, at Athens, which was made of
ivory and gold, and was wonderful for
its beauty rather than its size.

The Pharos of Ptolemy Philadel-
phus; this was a lighthsuse 500 feet
high, on the Island of Pharos, at Alex-
andria, in Egypt; a wood fire kept
burning on its summit during the night
to guide ships into the harbor.

The seven wonders of the world now
are: The Art of Printing; Optical
Instruments, such as the telescope and
microscope; Gunpowder; the Steam
Engine ; Labor-saving Machinery ; the
Electric Telegraph, and the Photo-
graph.

—— g —————

HUMORS OF BOOK-SELLING.

“ The Impenitent Dead * is a work
by a Massachusetts professor of theol-
ogy. One morning visitors in a lead-
ing book house were all starMed by
the inquiry which one clerk who was
filling an order shouted to anether in
a distant part of the store: ‘ Have
¢ The Impenitent Dead’ come in yet?”

A rather slow boy had been employed
in a great establishment—in which his
father also was a clerk — just long
enough to realize that he did not
know anything, and to look bewil-

unfamiliar work. One day a fellow
clerk, wishing to speak with the elder,
asked: ‘¢ Bill, where is your paternal
ancestor?” ¢ I'm sure I don’t know,”
replied the lad in a tone of despair, “I
never know where half the books are!”

A rather quiet boy, and also a new-
comer, had learned the great lesson of
a salesman—always to sell a visitor
gomething, whether the store contains
what he asked for or not. A dignifled
gentleman in gold spectacles entered
and inquired: ¢ Have you °‘Feuch-
twanger’s Gems? "—a large trealise
on jewels. The lad had never heard
of it, but he instantly produced a little
religious volume, and replied: *‘‘No,
8ir; but here is a book which may an-
swer your purpose—‘Precions Gems
of the Heavenly Foundations!’” The
astonished inquirer gave one search-
ing and perplexing glance over his
spectacles, as if in doubt whether the
youth was making game of him or not,
and then, without a word, turned upon
his heel and stalked off reluctant, like
an ill-used ghost,

QUAINT NAMES.—Are we returning
to the Paritanical method of naming
publications? A well-known London
publisher announces a book with the
strange title of ¢ Salts and Sennaj; a
Cathartic in Seven Doses.” This re-
ealls the name of an old pamphlet pub
lished in the time of Cromwell, en-
titled ¢ Baruch’s Sore Gently Opened,
and the Salve Applied.”

il - s

—The editor of the Standard of the
Cross deals thus pithily with a com-
mon editorial annoyance:. ‘‘ The an-
nonymous communication signed ‘L.%,
is mecessarily declined, as the chirog-
raphy is even worse than our own, and
the latter is fully up to the measure of
the printer’s ability to decipher. The
remark that the writer had not time
to copy does not help the matter.
Does he think we have?”

————

THE REVIEWER.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF EMINENT MU-
SICAL COMPOBLRS, by L. B. Urbino. Pub-
lished by Oliver Di#tson & Co.

This is an unwsually *handy” book, and
ills a place that was guite vacant. We have
now a number of well written and interesting
biographies of the great Music Masters. Time
is required to read them all, and money to
purchase them. Here is an epitome or all
their contents, very neatly condensed and ar-
ranged. About a hundred sketches are given.
We begin with Gabrielli, who lived 1510-1586.
Little is now known of him, bat in hiz day he
was a celebrity. A few pages are devoted to
half - forgotten worthies of that elder time,
when we come to Lulli, Stradella, and Puar-
cell, These names have a familiar sound, and
we read their brief biographies with interest,
which ig intensified by stories about Bach,
&luck, Graun, Pergolese, Abel, Richter, and
others. As the work ig arranged chronologic-
ally, we here find our memories refreshed
with records pf the luminous lives of the many
music creators of the eighteenth century.
Some careers are well known, but there are
not many who can answer guestions about
Arne, Paisello, Gretry, Salieri, Clementi,
Cimarosa, or even Cherubini, whose death is
recent. Of the composers and players not
now living, who have more or lesg occupied
public attention during the present eenlury,
we have Spontini, Boielbieu, Hummel, Spohr,
Meyerbeer, and many others, one of the last
being Auber, who died in 1870. Of living mu-
! sicians, we have also a goodly number, some
twenty or more being given, We have said
enough to direct attention to this neally
{ printed volume, which appears quite oppor-

and his presence and influence are in-' gered whenever he was asked for an tunely sor the holiday music trade.

8T. NICHOLAS FOR DECEMBER is the Christ-
mas number this year, and is much larger
than usual. It contains nearly one hundred
pages, and more than fifty illustrations. The
frontispiece, called “ The Heart of Winter,”
isa superb engraving, representing some ex-
quisite bits of winter scenery and life. It is
one of Thomas Moran’s flnest drawings.
William Cullen Bryant contributes an article
entitled *“ The Boys of My Boyhood,” and de-
geribing the amusements, studics, spoits, oe-
cupations, and social life of the young people
of his early years. This paper forms a re-
markable feature in magazine literature. J.
T. Trowbridge, the great favorite of Ameri-
can boys, beging in this number hig new ge-
rial, “His Own Master.” The first install-
ment contains some exceedingly interesting
geenes. The Christmas element is made
very prominent. Edward Eggleston con-
tributes a flne Christinas Fairy-show, and
there are several splendid Christmas stories
in the pumber by Susan Coolidge, Luncretia
P. Hale, Rebecca Harding Davis, Olive
Thorne and others. Still another striking
feature is the discription of the greal stables
of ene of the prominent lines of New York
street-carg. The article is entitled “The Horse
Hotel,” and deseribes the building, the rooms
and attendants, the management of the
horses, the arrangemenis for feeding and
caring for them, and the various methods and
means employed in the huge establishment.
Its illustrations are from sketches taken on
the spot. The number’s pictorial display also
includes beautiful pictures by Miss Hallock
and Addie Ledyard, some funny illustrations
by Church, and some very curious drawings
by a Siamese artist.

NEw HYMN BOOK—LATEST OUT.—A neat
and convenient volume, entitled Spiritnal
Hymns, is just from the press. It confidently
claims to be the best adapted to all religious
meelings—prayer-meetings, praise-meetings,
protracted - meetings, Sunday - schools, etc.—
enfbracing, as it does, the old and the new
hymns that are most pure, inapiring, helpful
and scriptural in sentiment, and most used in
all parts of the country and among all denom-
Inations. A large number of the humns in
this valuable collection are those sung in the
Moody and Sankey meetings in England, New
York, Philadelphia, and now in Chicago. The
book is the result of twenty years’ experience
in the publication of religious literature, and
in pastoral and evangelistic labor, and is be-
lieved to be the best adapted, of any conven-
ent-sized, neat and cheap work in the market,
for pulpit use, home use, prayer and praise-
meetings, anniversaries, Christmas, Christ-
mas-irees, Sunday-schools, all special occa-
sions, etc. With the hymns of this book there
are nearly all of the best of both the old and
the new tunes—the tunes now most used in all
churchee. Price, wholesale, bound in heavy,
neat, dorable board, ten copies for $3.00, and
same rates for larger orders. Sample copies
will be sent for thirty ccnts. In fine jeather
rep binding, forty cents per copy. Address,
H. Y. Rush, Dayton, Ohio.

T. Robinson Warren’s * Bay Shooting ” in
SCRIBNER for December, the second of the
series of papers on American Sports, is in a
somewhat lighter vein than Mr. Wilkingon’s
¢“Salmon Fishing.” As the spirited outline
illustrations snggest, it is full of fun and an-
écdote, bnt the hard work of coast shooliug
is not theréfore elighted. Other humorous
papers are “ Mr. Quatty’s Great Speech,” by
Wm. M. Baker (with a tempting picture) ; and
James T. Fielde’ clever sketch of Cyrus J.
Muchmore, who is appropriately described
as “ A Peculiar Oase.” Donald G. Mitchell
describes the attractive and growing instito-
tion, “Lafayeite College,” in a well-illustrated
paper. Mr. Hale’s gerial, “Philip Nolan’s
Friends,” is completed, and “That Lagss ¢
Lowrie’s ” is continued, ¥ Owd Sammy Crad-
dock ” meeting with a severe losg. This num-
ber also containg the first installment of Dr.
Holland’s new story, ‘‘ Nicholas Minturn, “ in
which Nicholas is presented to the reader ard
algo to Migs Larkin. There are signs of love
and danger ahead. In‘‘Topics of the Time”?
Dr. Holland pays a tribute to the late Dr.
George B. Bacon, and writes of “ Mr. Hux
ley’s Visit,” “ The Better Times,” and “ The
Interest of Fiction.” “ The Old Cabinet” has
a stanza under the title of “ Mystie,” and dis-
cusses the * Philistine,” ¢ Egoism,” ¢ Re-
form,” “‘Daniel Deronda’ as a Vindication
of Bohemianism,” “The Best Society,” ele.
“ Bric-a-Brac " contains a variety of amusing
verse and sketcheg. In the other departments
important topics are ably and suggestively
handled.
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THE HOUSBHOLD.

THI, FARMER’S WIFE.

The farmer came in from the ficld one day;

His languid step and his weary way,

His beaded brow, his sinewy hand,

All showed his work for the good of the land;
For he sows,
And he hoes,
And he mows,

All for the good of the Jand.

By the kitchen fire stood his patient wife,
Light of his home and joy of his life,

With face all aglow and busy hand,
Preparing the meal for her household band ;
For she must boil,

And she must broil,
And she must toil,
All for the good of the home.

The bright sun shines when the farmer goes out;
‘The birds sing sweet songs, lambs frisk about ;
‘The brook babbles softly in the glen
While he works so brayely for the good of men :

For he sows,

And he mows,

And he hoss,

For the good of the land.

How briskly the wife steps about within,
The dishes to wash, the mik to skim ;
The fire goes out, the flies buzz about ;
For the dear ones at home her heart is kept stout;
There are pies to make,
There is bread to bake,
And steps to take,
All for the sake of the home,

When the day is o’er and evening is come,
The creatures are fed, the milking done,
He takes his rest 'neath the old shade tree,
From the labor of the land his thoughts are frec;
Though he sows,
And he hoes,
And he mows,
He rests from the work of the land.

But the faithful wife, from sun to sun,
Takes her burden up that’s never done;
There is no rest, there is ne play,
For the good of her house she must work away ;
For to mend the frock,
And to knit the sock,
And the cradle to rock,
All for the good of the home.

When autumnu is here, with its chilling blast,
The farmer gathers his crop at last ;
His barns are full, his fields are bare ;
For the good of the land he ne’er hath care
While it blows,
And it snows,
Till winter goes,
He rests from the work of the land.

But the willing wife, till life’s closing day,
Is the children’s guide, the husband's stay ;
From day to day she has done her best,
Until death alone can give her rest ;

“For after the test,

Comes the rest,

‘With the blest,

In the Father's heavenly home.

—Selected,
——— P

CHIEFLY ABOUT P1ES,

BY ONE OF THE HOUSEHOLD.

MRS- JENNIE WILSON, a young
wife and housekeeper of a year’s
standing, was visiting her cousin, Mrs.
Bradford, a lady several years older
than herself, and quite an experienced
housekeeper withal. They had just
finished dinner and were sitting in the
dining-room chatting in a cosy man-
ner, while their respective husbands
had gone into the garden to see what
progress the early vegetables were
making towards coming to an eating
condition,

“It is the most discouraging time
of year there is for a housekeeper,”
sald Mprs. Jennie, looking from the

for one like myself unused to making
shifts and doing, if not as I would, as
best I can. These later spring and
early summer weeks have tried me
more than all the rest of the year, in
my efforts to prepare a variety for the
table, and something that will relish
at just the time when the appetite is
most capricious.”

¢ Yes,"” replied Mrs. Bradford, *‘that
is the complaint of nearly all house-
keepers, for few of us can command
the means to purchase the flrst fresh
{ruits and vegetables brought from
more southern regions, and must de-
pend mostly on our own resonrces—or
rather plan for ourselves if we would
not have onr tables come to grief.
There is enough canned fruit and some
kinds of canned vegetables offered,
but I prefer my own, certainly if I
must purchase that put up in tin cans.
I will not use any acid goods put in
tin, though it may serve for some pur-
poses.”

¢ This lemon pie we had for dinner
tasted delicious,” sald the visitor,
“put it is with lemons as with other
things, they are scarce and high just
at the season when most needed and
ilu:st relished, so that I do not make
them as often as 1 otherwise would.”
| ¢ And the lemon pie is some of my
experimenting,” replied Mrs. Brad-
ford. “I get the lemons late in the
winter, when they are very cheap by
the dozen, and prepare for time of
need. I prepare some also for lemon-
ade in hot weather, acd we find it an
excellent plan indeed. Then you
know,” said Mrs. Bradford, *‘ that here
{in the country, where we are, if not
‘qult-e ‘twelve miles from a lemon,’ as
| the witty Sidney Smith put it, we are
at least too far to step into a store and
get one when we would, 8o it is a great
| convenience, as well as matter of econ-
omy, to get them when they are plenty
rand low priced.”

“ How do you prepare it?” asked
Mrs. Wilson, ¢ do tell me, for though
I live where 1 can get things in mar-
Lket readily, I am sure it would be a
' good plan to buy when we can_do so
| to the best advantage.”

I tried the experiment myseclf,”
said Mrs. Bradford, ¢ before ever I
saw any rule, but here is a recipe I
cut from a paper last snmmer that is
‘about as I did mine. I press the lem-

“ons, rolling them on the table so as
'easier to squeeze out the juice, and
i press into an earthen dish all that will
irea(lily drop out. Then remove the
i pulp, put, say, a pint of water to a
dozen pulps, and let it boil a short
time in the preserving kettle. Then
| strain, add the pure juice, put a pound
of sugar to a pint of juice, let it boil
& quarter of an hour, then bottle and
seal ready for use. A teaspoonful or
two of this will make a glass of lemon-
ade good enough for any body to drink.
i I do not put into very large bottles, as
it keeps better not to he very long
opened.”

‘¢ And for ples?” asked Mrs. Wilson.

“ This same preparation will do
nicely flavored with extract of lemon,”
was the reply, ¢ but I made some ex-
pressly for pies which is a good plan.
For this purpose I grate off the yellow
rind—never the white, as that is bit-
ter—and add this to the prepared juice
before boiling it down. I boil it more

|

window into the garden, ¢ cspecially]

into a jelly for pies sometimes, put-
ting into my jelly glasses, which saves
bottling up. It is not, however, as
convenient to make np as the thinner
gyrup, but sure to keep—if you don’t
use it all right up. Then, any time, if
you have no lemon at hand, or if com-
pany comes unexpectedly, you can
hurry up a lemon pie, make it as from
fresh lemons.”

] am glad that you have told me
this,” said Mrs. Wilson, * for we like
pies, even though they are condemned
food by many; and we tire of dried
apples, with now and then canned
berries for a change.”

“If we made a meal out of ples,
then they might be called unhealthy
food,” replied Mrs. Bradford, ““but a
single piece, say at our noon-day din-
ner, as we nsually take it, amounts to
little as food, and yet is a part we do
not care to dispense with on the whole.
We, perhaps, might make puddings
oftener and pies less frequently, but
many days it is convenient to have a
pie on hand to save interrupting other
work, as we must to make a pudding.
Fresh made pies, however, are much
better than old ones, and I never care
to keep any baked more than a day or
{two before using, except it may be
mince pies in winter.”

““The work of making pies,” said
Jennie, ““is made a great bug-bear now
in the talk of women’s work, and it is
something of a task where they are
placed constantly on the table. But to
me, such cooking when I have the
material to do with, is the poetry of
housework, and plain cooking the
prose. And where we care for others’
tastes ip such matters, it is something
of a pleasure to make a delicious pie,
pudding, or cake—not for steady diet,
but for a necessary after-piece to the
plainer food.”

““Yes,” was the reply, ¢ and speak-
ing of dried apple pies, which are apt
to be little cared for, and often are
despised, I find they relish better to
sometimes mix with canned or dried
raspherries; then again I make into
tart pies which, when new and crisp,
are excellent. Some of our prepared
lemon helps flavor nicely for a change, !
and lemon peel is relished by most
people for an occasional spice in applc=
or mince pies.”

“ Do you ever put up mince meat?”
asked Mrs. Wilson.

“Usually a little every season. I
prepare it as for pies, except that I
do not put in cider or much water be-
fore canning. I take cans, after using
out the fruit, fill with the prepared
mince, and seal when hot. Then for
a pie take out a portion, add water,
boiled cider, and bits of butter, which
makes as good pies as in the season
though we care less for them in hot
weather, except as a change, than in
winter. Dried pumpkin, too, comes
in with the rest, and when it is cooked,
sifted, and nicely dried, then soaked
well in milk before makingup, it makes
an excellent pie; and squash, too, can
be used in the same way.”

‘““How abont eggs in pumpkin pies?”
asked Mrs. Wilson. I see some
writers and housekeepers are calling
it a waste to put eggs in pumpkin pies, |
just because the pie can be made with-
out them.” !

‘“ But is better with eggs,” said Mrs. '

Bradford, ‘‘and they are no more

wasted in pumpkin pies than in other
food, though if they are scarce and
very high it may be economy to dis-
pense with the eggs in pumpkin pies
at such times. However, they are
most nourishing diet, and, when trem-
bling in a handsome, golden-brown
pumpkin pie, just cool enough fo eat,
will help out a dinner with dessert
good enough for a king.”

“« Especially if you hayve a piece of
good, rich cheese with it,” put in
cousin Jennie.

¢ To go back to eggs a moment,” re-
marked Mrs. Bradford. ¢ You people
who have your eggs to buy, can pur-
chase them for winter when they are
cheap and plenty, and then pack them
in slacked lime, or rub over with lard,
setting them little end down, in a cool
cellar and thus you can have eggs all
winter; thongh you might like to get
a few fresh ones for some purposes.
New laid eggs are of course always to
be preferred, but to get them thus is
not always possible, as many who sell
eggs pass off stale ones to the public.
Whereas, if you purchase of a reliable
farmer in the egg season and pack
yourself, you are more sure of good
ones in the end.”

“ What a long talk,” said Mrs. Wil-
son, “but I have not learned half
enough yet, though we must be going
now. Next time I see youn I want you
1 want you to tell me about putting up
vegetables and other things to help in
the barren seasons of the year.”

————t e
THE CHEESE FLY.

The only excuse for skippery-cheese,
of course, is want of care. Cheese in
hot weather should be closely exam-
ined every day. They require to be
turned once a day in order to facilitate
the curing process. The bandages
and sides are to be rubbed at the time
of turning in orxder to brush off or
destroy any nits of the fly which may
happen to be deposited about the
cheese. If there are eracks in the
rind or if the edges of the bandage do
not fit snugly, they should at once be
attended to, since it is at these points
that the fly is most likely to make a
safe deposit of its eggs. The cracks
and checks in the cheese should be
filled up with particles of cheese that
have been crushed under a knife to
make them mellow and plastic. When
once filled, a strip of thin tough paper
oiled and laid over the repaired sur-
face will serve as a further protection
of the parts. The cheese in the checks
soon hardens and forms a new rind.
Deep and bad looking checks may be
repaired in this way se as to form a
smooth surface scarcely to be distin-
guished from the sound parts of the
cheese.

Some dairyman think that a dark-
ened euring room is best for cheese,
and at the same time is the best pro-
tection against the fly. We think
this is a mistake. Cheese cures with
the best flavor when it is exposed to

! light, and besides it can be examined

more minutely from time to time, and
freed from any depredations of skip
pers.

Aungust and September are generally
the worst months in the year to pro-
tect the cheese against attacks of the
fly. Some years the trouble is greater
than others, and various means have
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been resorted to for the purpose Uf‘
avoiding the pest, such as rabbing the
cheese over with a mixtare of oil and
cayenne pepper. These things gener-
ally do not amount to much and. are
not to be recommended. Whenever a
lodgment of skippers has been made,
they must at once be removed. Some-
times it will be necessary to cut down
into the cheese and remove the nest
with the knife, but if the colony is
young and small in numbers, a thick
oiled paper plastered over the affected
part so as to exclude the air, will bring
the pests to the surface when they
may be removed. The oiled paper
should again be returned to its place
and the skippers removed from time to
time, until all are destroyed.

If skippers begin to trouble the
cheese, the best course to he adopted
is to commence at once, and wash the
ranges or tables on which the eheese
was placed with hot whey. This will
remove all accnmulation of grease and
nits about the ranges, giving a clean
surface which does not attract the
flies. If the cheese also are washed
in hot whey and rubbed with a dry
cloth, the labor of expelling the trouble
from the curing rooms will be greatly
facilitated. We have seen this course
adopted with entire success in many
instances when much time and labor
had previously been employed with-
out effecting the desired object.—X.
A. Willard.

-es

OLD FRUIT CANS.

Ewmpty tin fruit cans, like old hoop-
skirts, are a nuisance when out of
place. The question is: Where is
their plaee, and I should be willing to
answer it a hundred times. If I could
banish them from the gutters, the ash-
heaps, the vacant lots, and, above all
from the hands of the boys. I shud-
der now at the very suggestion of
their ever being used again as music
boxes, strung with resigned cords.
Did that epidemic visit your locality,
my dear reader? If so, yon would be
in haste to prevent the slightest pos-
sibility of its recurrence. Bnt to the
remedy.

In the first place, to open the cans
properly put hot coals on and around
the little soldered tip on the top, un-
til the solder melts, then scrape off
lid and coals together with a table
knife. Be careful, however, not to
et the cans on the hot stove before
they gre opened, by which little neg-
lect steam enough to burst the can
might be generated, which would not
be a very pleasant or profitable method
of opening it. When opened proper-
ly, you have a smooth, round orifice
through which to remove the fruit.

When the cans are empty and dry,
invert them on hot coals in the stove,
for half a minute, or on a hot stove,
until the solder melts and loosens the
remaining top of the can; then strike
it off, smooth off the bits of solder,
and you have a very convenient cook-
ing utensil.  For a lid use a saucer, or
the covers of old tin pint cups or pails.

Rice, wheat, samp, beans, pearl bar-
ley, split peas and many other dishes
for a small family, cap be cooked in
them, either standing directly on the
gtove or placed in a large boiler or
saucepan of water, to prevent the
possibility of their burning. It also

saves more costly tin utensils; for this
method of boiling in water is very
hard on tinware.

One can may be kept for onlons;
others can be used for baking or steam-
ing rye and Indian bread, and some
kinds of pudding.

They are also convenient for pantry
use, for holding articles to be used in
cookery or in the laundry; for garden
seeds, for paint pots, and for many
other things that will suggest them-
selves to every housekeeper, and for
which, indeed, they would long ago
have been used but for the untidy
jagged edge made by the common
method of opening them. If covers
are wanted for them in these capaci-
ties, dizcarded rims and lids may be
put together with a little solder.

If there are tin shears at hand, and
any one to use them, the cans may be
made into very passable scoops. Take
several of them at a time to a tinner,
and he will cut them into the shape for
atrifle. It saves time to have a scoop
in every meal-tub, flour-barrel, sugar-
pail and starch-box. In short, old tin
cans are far better for many purposes
than for street organs or for orna-
ments to dog's tails. Suppose we
change the tune, and have better ezon-
omy, more and a higher grade of
music.

- o -

SEE WHAT YOUR WIFE WANTS.

We cannot too often remind the far-
mer of the necessity of keeping his
farm utensils in perfect order when in
use, and of protecting them from the
rain and sun whennot in use. Every-
body knows that much more labor can
be performed with a good tool than
with apoor one. What boy even does
not know that his hoe works better for
being bright, and with the handle of
the right size and length. What plow-
man does not know that he can turn
a flner furrow with a bright, clean
plough, than with a dirty and rusty
one. If the team could speak, they
would tell you that their labor is less
with a bright ploughshare, awell oiled
axle and a nicely fitting yoke or har-
ness. Itis both economy and humani-
ty to take special care that these seem-
ingly unimportant details are prompt-
ly and faithfully attended to.

Bat while the husbandman is plac-
ing everything in ¢ apple pie” order,
we would suggest that he devote some
attention to that part of the labor
which his wife directs or perhaps per-
forms. She needs a score of little
trifling jobs performed which will be
no trifles, when her comfort and con-
venience are considered. The wood
needs to be split finer, some of it is
too long. She needs something to
kindle the fire with quickly, when you
are in a hurry and are withal a little
fretful at delay. - A shelf or two may
be ‘“handy to have.” A screen for
the kitchen window or a new window
for light and comfort may be within
the range of possibility. Some hooks
in closets or behind doors may assist
her in keeping things ¢ picked up.”
The flour barrel may need a cover or
the washtub may need a hoop. The
mop may need reconstructing and the
old broom may need replacing. Ina
thousand ways and in any moment

of leisure you will be able to so assist

lyour wife and lighten her labor, that; I once heard a man say; ¢ Mary

she will appear to have grown ten don’t you wantsome money, it’s a good

years younger in a gingle honr. Try it.’
e —

LETTERS TO THE HOUSEHOLD.

DEAr SisTERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD
Baxp :—It is pleasant to meet you in
the columns of our little favorite every
month. How I have wished I could
know some of you personally, but as
that cannot be we will meet in spirit
through the medium afforded us by
Mr. Crowell. I do wonder what first
put it into his head to start such a pa-
per as Tue HouseHoLp. Sometimes
I have fancied he must some day have
tried his hand at housekeeping on his
own account in an old bachelor sort
of a way, of course, [Correct. Ed.], or
he would never have known the wants
and needs of humanity as he seems to.

It is the little things of life that
make or mar it, and women's life
especially seems made of trifles ; a man
would never begin to remember the
thousand and one petty cares that falls
by inheritance to her lot. One straw
alone would be a very light weight,
but bundles of them is quite a differ-
ent matter. Is it any wonder that so
many women break, fade, and grow
old and gray before their time when
we consider the burthens they carry;
the little sympathy they receive; and
I might almost say the ingratitude
that is meted ont to them, by those,
too, from whom it is least merited?
Is it a small thing for a woman to give
the best years of her life for her hus-
band and children ; to toil, to think and
plan for their advantage and happi-
ness, and then seldom if ever have
her beart made glad by so much as a
“thank you,” a kiss, or a grateiul ac-
knowledgement and appreciation of
her labors?

Another thing, too, which sorely
tries the self respect of an independ-
ent spirit, is to always have to ask for
every dime you need; state what it is
for, how much you reguire, and prove
that it is an indispensable necessary.
And then the Lord of Creation, (if
propitions, and you have succeeded in
convineing him of the necessity there-
of), doles out the money as if it were
his heart’s blood instead.

Now this is all wrong. A sensible
woman will not spend money unnec-
cessarily, particularly if she knows
her husband is hard pressed for mon-
ey ; and if she is not a sensible woman,
her husband certainly showed great
weakness to marry her at all; but hav-
ing done so, he should at least repose
sufficient confldence in her judgwent to
trust her with a few dollars without
always bringing her to a strict account
for the use of the same.

As a rule, man is the money maker,
and it is right that he should be, for
nature and education have both aided
him in making him such, but women
fills just as important a station, and
has the same right to appropriate and
enjoy, as if she went forth into the
world and earned her bread by the
sweat of her brow.

A woman who takes the charge of,
and rears & family, has done what no
man conld do; she has fulfilled her
mission, what her Creator designed
her for, and she is not a slave, a ser-
vant, nor yet a beggar upon her hus-
band’s bounty.

while since I gave you any?” Now I
made a mental note of that man, and
I honor him in my heart, and wished
the world held more like him.

I know another man, and he is not
a poor one either, that when his wife
says, ‘“ Frank, can you spare me a few
dollars ; it is spring, and the children
cannot wear their winter clothes any
longer?” he replies something after
this sort.

“Good Heavens! you must think
I'm made of money. It's nothing but
money, money. If you Enew a little
better how it comes, you'd be more
careful in spending it.” So the poor
wife subsides, and sets her wits to
planning how she can manage to dress
herself and children respectably upon
the very least possible outlay.

Now I’'m not meaning the poor, hard
working man, who has not the money
to give; but I mean the close-fisted,
iron-hearted, well-to -do man, and
Heaven help us, there’s plenty of them.
If he happens to get hold of this I ad-
vise him not to read it, for I mean him
exactly, and nobody else.

How many heart aches, and self-hng
miliations might be spared, if a man
would only think to say, ¢ Wife, I
guess you are in need of some money,
Here's all I can spare now, but if it is
not enough for your wants, you must
let me know.” Wouldn't any woman
love a generous soul like that?
Would’t she rule he expenses accord-
ing to her husband’s ability, and be
prudent and economical in all her out-
lays? Try the experiment once, ye
close-fisted old misers. Don’t wait
for your wife to go down to her kuees
in spirit and beg for what she has the
right to demand. Some men act as if
they thought they had engaged a ser-
vant for life when they marry a girl;
a servant who will never present her
account, nor demand her wages. No
matter how hard she may work, and
strive and plan; nothing is actually
hers. She does not give, nor sell, nor
buy, till she has first got permission
from her husband. Now all this is a
system of tyranny and oppression;
wrong as can be. If marriage means
anything, it certainly means a mutunal
partnership, where all the authority
shall not be rested in the male head of
the firm.

What would a couple of men in
partnership think if one was obliged
to say to the other, my shoes need re-
pairing, or I would like a new pair, or
my coat, hat, or pants, are getting in a
dilapidated condition, could you spare
me a few dollars to replace them with?
Do you think any man would be
willing to hnmiliate himself in that
manner? No, he wonld not. He
would take what he required and con-
gider it no one’s business but his own
what he did with it. But there are
plenty of women who would not dare
to give twenty-five cents in charity,
buy a print dress, a pair of shoes, nor
a paper of pins, till they had first
talked the matter over with the head
of the firm.

I did not intend quite such a dis-
course on this theme when I com
menced; but if the coat fits any of
the readers of TuE HousenoLp I shall
not regret it. If it does not fit, they
need not put it on.

i
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" One of the main reasons why women
are so preverbially close, is becaunse
they must get so much out of a little,
and they can only get one hundred
cents’ worth out of a dollar, no matter
how hard they contrive to make it go
farther.

Men, asa rale, are not half as econom-
ical as women in their ontlays. Their
money they consider their own, aud
spend it accordingly.

I blame no wowman for learning a
trade, opening a shop, or doing what-
ever she may that is respectable, if
she is to be treated as a dependent all
her life, unless she resorts to some
method of helpjng herself.

AGNES ATHERTON.

Effingham, Il

Dear HouskHOLD FRIENDS: — [
want to tell you about our sociables,
hoping it may be a hint to some one,
who, like myself, is kept at home by
111 health.

The object has been to promote a
more social feeling among neighbors,
and to break up somewhat the monot-
ony of a long winter-to a few folks
that are by circumstances kept pretty
closly at home.

We are a dozen families living about
half a mile from the village. Last
winter we commenced with a Christ-
mas tree, each family contributing
presents. It was quite a success, and
was followed by a social at some one
of the houses every two weeks all
winter. Thisis our way. Some pleas-
ant morning one of the neighbor’s
children come in to say that the socia-
ble will be at their house that evening,
it being arranged before hand who
shall have it, only not setting a partic-
ular evening, as we want to be sure of
pleasant weather so that all may at-
tend.

Usually we have something different
every evening, for instance, one time
musi¢, games, conundrnms; another
time a select reading. Once we have
had a golden wedding ; that was an ex-
tra. We try to have as much variety
as possible so as to keep up the inter-
est. Ithinkanyneighborhood that will
try the experiment will be surprised
at the results. It is an excellent cure
for blues to plan something interest-
ing for the next sociable. There is
no expense as all that is required is to
have the house warmed and lighted, as
no refreshments are expected.

ALICE WYyMAN.

Mgr. CrowrLL :—I have been a sub-
scriber of your paper for six years,
but never has it seemed so interesting
as now. I have justreceived my No-
vember number, and have read and re-
read the piece entitled Religion in the
Household. Itwas justwhatIneeded,
and many others, to bring up our child-
rep in the way they should go. May
God bless that Christian’s effort.

And here I would thank Tewksbury
for the light that came to me through
that letter in the April number, 1876,
for I was then striving to be a Chris-
tian in my own strength. But oh!
what comfort those words brought to
me, a8 upon reading it I saw my mis-
take I was exerting myself and calling
upon others for help, when I only
needed to fall at the feet of Jesus, to
trust all to him, and find peace and

oy, which he freely gives to all who
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seck him. And to all the sorrowing
and troubled ones of THE HOUSEROLD,
let me direct you to that God of
mercy and of love, as that dear sister
did me. His promises are sure, they
will never fail, go to Him in all your
trouble. Pray for strength and it
shall be given youn, for he has said,
‘“ As thy day is =o shall thy strength
be.” Ounly believe on him, that his arms
of safety are about you, and He will
guide you safely home at last.

But pardon me, Mr. Editor, I fear I
shall be cast out entirely from the
Band, if I tarry longer, but I wish we
might see more of religion inour al-
most perfect paper, for what is of more
importance? May God give success to
all yonr efforts and deal gently with
all of our HousenoLDp Band. LEeNa.

I would advise Mrs. O. C., who
wants to have a well regulated house
and everything ¢ just so,” to give it
up; there’s no reecipe for sucha thing,
though mauy a poor housekeeper has
worn hersell into her grave trying to
find one. It is impossible to have
that with a cheerful temper and a
body that isn’t &1l dragged out, and

your husband which he would rather.
you would have. If yon have no chil-
dren perhaps you may more nearly
gratify your ambition, but I hope you
have, they are infinitely more comfort
than an orderly house; and if yon
have just take comfort with them and
let things go. If you don’t now, you’ll

who wonldn’t prefer the latter? Ask;

just what Mrs. G. represents them to

ibe. In thiz section of the country

these kind of women sare the exception
and not the ruole. Sun.

Fayetteville, V.
—_—————
SPIRITS OF AMMONIA.

There is no telling what a thing will
do till you try it. I knew ammonia,
diluted in water, counld restore rusty
gilks and clean coat colars, but when
1 got a grease-spot on the carpet, I
tried half a dozen other things before
I thought of that, and that is juost what
did the work effectually. I put a tea-
spoonful into about a teacuptul of hot
water, took a cloth and wet the spot
thoroughly, just rubbing it slightly
and the ugly spot was gome. It is
splendid for cleaning your silver; it
makes things as bright as new with-
out any expenditure of strength; and
for looking-glasses and windows it is
best of all; and one day when I was
tired and my dish-cloths looked rather
gray, I turned a few drops of ammonia
into the water and rubbed them oat,
and I found it acted like a charm, and
Ishall be sure to do 80 again some day.

I suppose house-wives have a per-
fect right to experiment and see what
results they can produce; and if they
re not on as large a scale as the farm-
ers try, they are just as important to
us, and they make our work light and
and brighter too. Now, I do not be-
lieve in luxariating in a good thing
all alone, and 1 hope all the house-

break down sometime, perbaps, and
then you’H have to. Aurice E. C. }

*Mr. CrowEeLL :—I would like to ask?
a question of one of your correspond-|
ents through your paper, if you will
allow me to do so. T have taken THE

|

HouseHOLD ever since it was pub-|
lished, and have never asked to use!
its columms as a means of communi-
cation until now. To-night I have|
been reading ‘‘ What has become of)|
them,” and wish to ask the writer of
that article where she lives, that she
does not see plenty of good, sensible,
reliable, middle aged women, and not
“ ancient fossils, befrizzled and feath-
ered into a frightful resemblance to
youth.”

If she could be induced to leave her
present place of abode and remove to
some qoiet village like the one where
I reside, she wobnld not have her senses
shocked by sceing **crimps” and
“ humps,” nor *¢ hirsute spolils of some
unfortunate cow” adorning our mid-
die-aged women—not a bit of it—but
they dress plainly, still follow the
fashion enoungh not to look outland-
ish, nor as if they were born fifty
years toolate. Theydonotgoto charch
merely to see other women’s ¢ bits of
lace,” and * feathers and flowers,”
and heavily “ trimmed dresses.” They
look gnite as dignified as the men, and
are not more devoted to fashion than
the men.

Our middle-aged women are ready
to do for others in sickness or health,
and can take care of their own fam -
Jies and amuse the neices and neph-
ews. It is to be regretted that she
lives where she is obliged to attend
church with such a set of shallow-
minded women. I fail to see the ne-

]

cessity of condemning the whole race
because some are foolish enough to be

plish with it.

keepers will send and get a ten cent
bottle of spirits of ammonia and com-
mence a series of chemical experi-
ments, and see what they can accom-
Take the boys’ jackets,
the girls’ dresses, and when you have
cleaned everything else, put a few
drops in some solt water and wash the
little folks’ heads, and report progress.
— Country Gentleman.
e r—
TAKING POTATOES OUT OF IUE
KETTLE.

If there is one thing harder than
another in preparing potatoes for the
table it is taking a boiling hot kettle
(covered or mot) from the fire and
pouring the water out slowly, which
cannot be accomplished without nearly
or quite scalding the hand which holds
the kettle. One or two holders is
requisite ; then oftentimes the kettle,
which is not of the best iron, is cov-
ered, replaced on the stove to stand
from fifteen to thirty minutes, until
the potatoes are saturated with rust
or a taste of iron, and all in the bot-
tom watery, having soaked up what it
is impessible to turn off.

To do away with these objections
have a long handled skimmer, place it
on one side under all the potatoes it
will hold at once and so on unti! all
are removed into a convenient dish.
The heat retained in the potatoes will
make them perfectly dry and moaly
while the steam is escapinu. [Uhey
should be eaten hefore they are done
smoking.

To mash or jam them, skim out as
we have shown into a tin pan; place
the pan on a flat surface; then mash
(not pound), which will not hurt the
pan nor the potatoes, season and stir
with a spoon. The kettle is easily re-
moved to cool, or with one stroke the
boiling water may be turned into the

slop pall. Try it.

HOW T0 CLEAN 4 SPONGE.

Old sponges that have been em-
ployed for some time, and have become
full of grease and dirt, may be again
usell in the place of new omnes. To
elean, a solution of permanganate
potash in water is prepared of such a
strength that it appears of a wine
color, and into this is the unservicea-
ble sponge immersed, avd allowed to
remain in the liguid for some time.
When taken out and squeezed, it is
next put into diluted muriatic acid of
ordinary commercial qnality, being
immersed and kept saturated therein
sometime as before. The most appro-
priate stremgth of this acid solution
is aboul ten parts water to one part
acid.

The sponge is taken out after suf-
ficient treatment, squeezed well to free
it from the acid, and then washed well
in good spring water. When taken
out it will be found to be quite clean,
to have again assumed its light color,
and to be free from all foreign matter.
Sponges treated in this way become
like new. The maiu thing to be at-
tended to i this plan of purifying
sponge is to see that it is thoronghly
saturated both by the premanganate
and thke acid solutions, which shounld
be allowed.ample time to soak through
the mass; care must also be observed
to wash the sponges thoroughly with
plenty of water at the end of the op-
eration.

——
IOUSEHOLD RECIPES,

ArpLE JELLY.—Mr. Editor :—M. 8.
Mmquires how to make apple jelly. I send the
following recipe: Take red apples, wash
them, quarter and core, leaving the skins on,
plaee them in a porcelain lined kettle and
nearly cover them with water; cook slowly
until quite soft, then deain off the juice;
strain, sweeten with white sugar, and zimmer
uutil it is of the proper consistency. carefully
removing the scum as it risca, It will be of
a heautiful color.

Driep ArrLE JELLY.—Soak the ap-
ples over night and drain off the water, strain,
sweeten, and simmer down. It is guite nice
with or without lemaon flavoring. 8. H. C.

I have some cake recipes which we have
tried and like very much. Perhaps some of
the readers of THE HOUSEHOLD would like
to try them.

uBBoN Caxe.—Four eggs, two and
one-half eups of sugar, one cup of butter, one
cup of sweet milk, four cups of flour, one-
half teaspoonful of soda. Aditer the above is
well stirred, take out one-third of it for the
dark loaf, and add to it one cap of raisins,
one cup of currants, one-fourth pound or less
of eitron, one-half teaspoonfal of cingamon,
one-half teaspooniul of cloves, two table-
spoonfuls of molasees, Bake the light cake
in two tins, and put the three loaves tegether
with jelly, the fruik lodf in the center.

Quick Loay Caxe.—Two cups of
sugar, one cup of bulter, two cups of sweet
milk, five cups of flour, three cups of raising,
one egg, one nutmeg, one teagpoonful of cin-
namon, one teaspoonful of soda, and one tea-
spoonful of eream of tartar.

DruicATE CAKE. — The whites of

four eges, one-half cup of bulier, one-half
cup of milk, ore #nd one-half cups of sugar,

‘two cups of flour, onc-half teaspoonful of

soda, one teaspoontul of cream of tartar, two-
thirds teaspoonful of almonds.

GorLp Caxe. — The yolks of four
eggs and one whole egg, one-half cup ol but-
ter, ome cup of sugar, one-half cup of milk,
two cups of flour, one-half teaspoonful of
goda. and one teaspoonful of erecam of tartar.
Fiavor. . ELLEN.

Cocoaxer Cake.—S. M. B. wishes
a rule for cocoanut cake. I send mine which

is very mice. Two beaten eggs, two table-

cabelte
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spoonfuls of butter, one cnp of sugar, oune-
half eup of milk, two cups of flour, two cups
of cocounut soaked in milk, one-half tea-
spoonful ot roda, and one teaspoonful ot
cream of tartar. SUB.

FrexcH Cake.—Two cups of sugar,
one-half cup of bukter, three egge, one cup of
milk, three and one-hall cups of flour, one
teaspoonful of eream of tartar, one-hall tea-
spoonful of soda, and one teaspoonful of
essence of lemon,

The same ingredients, minus (he bulter,
make a very good sponge cake.

LunxceEON CAkE.—OQOne cup sugar,
one-half cup of butter, one egg, three cups of
flonr, one cup of sour milk, one teaspoonful
of saleratus, one teaspoonful ground cloves,
and oae cup of raisins. E. CLOUGH.

RaA1sED CAxE.—One pound of butter,
two pornds of sugar, three pounds of Rour.
one nutmeg, one teaspoonful of cloves, one
tablespoonful of einnamon, one cup of yeast,
one teaspoonful of soda, mikk enongh to make
it as thick as you can stir it.

Buns. —Two cups of milk, three
cups of sugar, two cups of bufter, (wo eggs,
one-half teaspoonful of soda, one-half cup of
yeast, a little nutmeg, and flour to make it stift
enough to roll; let it rise over night; in the
morning roll, eut small, set them close to-
gether in a pam, let them stand and rize again.
Bake in a moderate oven.

AUNT DOROTHY.

Cocoanut CAKE.—Mr. Editor : —One
of your corrcspondents. I. B. M., wiches a
recipe for making cocoanut cake. Here is an
excellent one. One grated cocoanut, one-half
pound of white sifted sugar, one-fourth pound
of butter, one-fourth pound of flour, threc
eggs, and one grated lemon. Grate the co-
coanut over night and spread it upon plates
to dry; work the sugar and butler to a cream,
add the yolks of the eggs, dust the cocoanut
with the four, and add it graduvalily, then the
grated lemon, and last the whites of the eggs.
Bake in small pans in a mederately quick
oven. Jee them if yon chooge. M.D. H.

Hoplinsville, Ky.

GEO E. CROWELL,—Dear Sir:—My family
have derived go much pleasure and mstruc-
tion from THE HOUSBEHOLD, that I feel ita
duaty to repay in a small way, your large
family of contributers from the slore of our
own pergonal experience. I am gpeecially
incited thereto by the inquiry in vour last,
coneerning rice croquettes, for which youn
will find a recipe in a pamphlet which I send
you, published by me some years ago when
in buginess, I haveno intererest now to serve
except that of your paper and its readers.

Rice Croquertes.—Put in a stew-
pan half a pound of rice, a pint and a half of
milk, a quarter of a pound of butter, stir un-
til boiling, put over a slow flre, eover, and
simmer until quite tender. Mix weH the
yolks of five eggs, a quarter of a pound of
sugar, and a teaspoonful of extract of lemon,
and add to the rice, stirring till the eggs
thicken, but do not let them boil; lay the rice
on & dish, and, when cold, form into balls, or
other shape, not larger than a small apple.
Dip the crognettes into bealen eggs, roll in
eracker duet, and fry in very hot lard, a nice
light yellow color; drain, and serve on a nap-
kin, with powdered sugar gifted over them.

I al#o send recipes for

CaickEN CrROQUETTES.—There is no
dish so highly prized, for evening parties, or
cold collations, a8 a plate of chicken cro-
quettes. Boil one medinm sized chicken in as
little water as possible, till tender; theu
boil the broth down to a cupful, which will
be a jelly when cold. Chop the meat,—re-
jeeting the skin,—as flne as possible, with
two ounces of lean ham, two teaspooniuls of
chopped parsley, the juice and grated rind of
a lemon, and half a teaspoonful each of
powdered mace, salt, mustard, and white
pepper. Boil, separately, one cup of bread
and milk, and one sweet-bread till tender.
Chop fine half a shallot or small onion, fvy it
with two ounces of butter, add a teaspoonful
of flour, atir half a minute, add the chopped
meat, broth, bread and milk, and sweet-
bread, stir two minutes and take off the fire;
add the yolke of two raw eggs, mix well and
gpread on a dish to cool. Butter a flat-bot-

tomed wine-glags, shake in some cracker
dust, and form the eroguettes in it, like a
small sugar-loaf; dip into beaten egg, roll in
ceracker dust and fry gently in very hot lard.
Serve on a papkin with sprigs of pavsley.
LossTER CrOQUETTES. — They are
truly delicious made as above,—omwitting the
sweel-bread, and using, instead, the green
and white fat and red coral, finely mashed
together. H., W. A,

CraB AvPLE JELLY.—Mr. Crowell :—
Mrs. H. L. B. inquires for a recipe for mak-
ing crab apple jelly and preserve. If they
are the old fashioned wild, green, erab apple,
I ean tell her how I prepare them for pregery-
ing. They want to be boiled until they are
very tender. in a porcelain kettle, then peeled,
and the cores pushed out with a goose quill,
Make a syrup of one pound of sugar to one
of apples, Cut a lemon in small pieces and
boil with them, If too sweet with eugar, it
hardens them and makes them indigestible.
They make a very good pickle, if any one
has a taste for snch things, and is fond of va-
ricty. When the country was new, thege
hard, sour things, were boiled and passed
around in the evening for company as a sub-
stitute for pippins. They were glad to get
them, and took just ar much comfort in cat-
ing them ag the young folks do in these lux-
uriows days eating pop-corn candy.

SWEET APPLE PRESERVES.—I can
tcll Minnehaha how to make nice swect ap-
ple preserves. If she will take part gqninces
awd part apples, say about one-third quinces
and two-thirds apples, and white sugar the
same as for other preserves, pound for pound,
she will have a splendid sweemeat. Cut the
apples in halves and the guinces the same,
take the core ort, boil them tender, first, in
water enongh to cover them, and dissolve the
sugar in it before they are mixed; then add
them together and boil thoroughly. They
will keep well, and she will want fo try it
over again another fall, if she has good
suee

88.

Rive CucuMBER ProkLes.—If Mrs.
M. F. wants to know how to make ripe cu-
cumber pickles, I will tell her how I do it.
There may be some better way, but I cannot
make mine last long, and it seems as though
that was a very good sign they were palata-
ble. She asks whether they should be eanned.
Inever can mine, a8 they are eaten before itis
very late in the winter. I pare them and
take the secds ont, cut them across the cn-
cumber, and they will be in rings, (which is
the fashion nowadays,) soak them in weak
alom and salt water twenty-four nours or
more; pour this water off and rinse them;
then make a syrup, the same as for pickled
peaches, three pounds of sugar to a pint of
vinegar ; cook them uotil soft; add spices to
suit the taste, cloves and cinnamon are the
best, with a lttle allspice added to it.

Buinbridge, 0. MRrs, J. H. S.

Caxe FrostiNG.—If Aunt Lydia,
who asks fer a way to make frosting for

.| cakes, will try my way, she will find it very

nice and very easy to make. Mix one tea-
spoonful of eream of tartar with one pound
of powdered sugar, and stir it into the whites
of three eggs withent beating. Please try it.
ELSIE.

Pickre o Peacues.—One-half gallon
of sharp vinegar, four pounds of sugar, two
ounces each ef einnamon and cloves. Put
the spice in a bag and boil the mixture five
minutes, then put in the peaches and boil
them five minutes, take them out and put in
more; put the peaches in jars and pour the
mixture over them hot; when cold, cover
tight. ZELLAH.

Prckums.—I have a recipe for pickles
which I should like to send, although it is too
late for this year, but like Tne HOUSEHOLD,
it will keep. ver the bottom of the bariel
with wild cherry tree leaves, then a layer of
cucumberg, sprinkle in a little salt, then an-
other layer of leaves, and so on, then add
water Lo cover them ; keep a weight on thewm,
and in a few weeks they will be ready for use.
They will keep hard for a year, and are much
cheaper than “ whisky pickles.”

Duluth, Minn. Mre.C.H. T,

MR. CROWELL :—Being interested in this

department of THE HousgHOLD, T will con-

tribute some recipes which I know are good.
M. C. H, wished for a recipe for raised cake;
the following is consided nice:

Raisep Caxe.—Three cups of dough,
one cup of butler, two cups of sogar, lwo
eggs, one cup of raisins, one tablespoonful of
yeast, a little salt, and one-half teaspoonful
of soda. Work the dough and shortening to-
gether, beat the eggs thoroughly, then add o
the dongh. beating well; add the other ingre-
dients, with the raisins rolled in a handful of
flour, add cinnamon and nutmeg to taste,
poar into Lius, let it rise till light, and bake,
I make it when I make bread, and have my
dough a3 stifl as bread ready for the oven.

Drericate CAke.—One and one-half
cups of sugar, one-half cup of butter, one-
half cup of milk, two cnps of flour, one tea-
spoonful of ecream of tartar, one-hall tea-
spooniul of soda, whites of four eggs, and
flavor with vanilla.

BrowN BreEAD.—Three cups of corn
meal, two cups of rye flour, twe-thirds cup of
molasses, three and one-half cups of warm
water, and one teaspoonful of soda. Steam
four hours.

GINGER SNaprs.—Oune teacup of mo-
lagses, one teacup of sugar, one teacup of
butter, one teaspoonful of ginger, one-half
teaspoonful of soda, fiour (o knead hard, and
roll thin.

RarLrosp CAxe.—Break two eggs
into a teacup, beat well, then fill the cup with
sweet eream, one cup of sugar, one and one-
half cups of flour, one teaspoonful of cream
of tartar, and one-half teaspoonful of soda.

SroNGE CAxE.—Two cups of flour,
two cups of sugar, fonr eggs, one-half teacup
of cold water, one teaspoonful of cream of
tartar, and one-half teaspoonful of soda. The
eggs must be fresh and the whites and yolks
beaten separately.

Mvurrins.—Two cups of sweet milk,
two eggs, four tablespoonfuls of sugar, four
teagpoonfuls of cream of tartar, two tea-
spoonfuls of soda, butter the size of two
eggs. Make a £uifl batter and bake in rings,
or small tins.

I think there must be some faunlt with Mrs.
8. W. G’8 recipe for cream cakes, or she
would have no trouble with them. Will send
her mine if ghe wishes it. Will be pleased to
send you more recipes iff you wish them.

MESs. H. M. J.

BREAKFAST CAKE. — One quart of
flour, one pint of milk, two eggs, one cup of
sugar, two tablespoonfuls of eream of tartar,
one tablespoonfal of soda, one tablespoonful
of salt, and butter the size of an egg. Very
nice with berries in.

LiNcoLN CAkE.—Three cups ef flour,
one and one-half cups of sugar, one-half’ cup
of buiter, one cup of milk, two eggs, one tea-
spoonful of eream of tartar, one-half tea-
spoonful of soda, one teaspoonful of ersence
of lemon. MRrs. E, W. B.

Webster, Muss.

RarseDp DovaHNUTS.—Three cups of
light dough, one and one-hall cups of sugar,
one-half cup of butter, one-half teaspoonful
of saleratus, and three ecggs. Mix all well
tegether, adding suflicient flour to make it as
hard as for bread. Let it stand for an hour
or two for the second riging, then roll out, eut
into strips, and fry in hot lard. If this recipe
is followed exactly, I think you will have
raised doughouts that will satisfy even a
Yankee. T.B. L.

GorLp AND SILVER Cake.—Modern
Martha asks for a recipe for gold cake. I will
send her mine for both gold and gilver. One
cup of butler, two cups of suger, one cup of
milk, one cap of flonr well mixed with t%vo
Lwo teaspoonfuls of cream of tartar, one tea-
spoonful of saleratus, and the eggs. Take
half the above ingredients, put the yolks of
the eggs in the gold cake, and the whites in
the silver eake. Flavor differently, as with
rose and lemon.

Povexiy BurTer. — Editor House-
kold —Mrs. 1. A. W. wishes to know how to
make pumpkin butter. Grandma says let
your pumpkins freeze, then while they are
frozen, cut up and stew; when done, strain
through a cloth, then boil the juice down to a
rich syrup; have ready your pumpkins, and
thicken this syrup with them just as you

wonld for apple butter. The pumpking you
thicken with, need not be frozen. When done
spice jost the same as you do apple butter,
You will find it very nice, and will be sorry
when it is gone.

To Preserve Pre-MeLoNs. —Keep
them in a cool, dry place, where they will not
freeze. I have kept them all winter thig way.

Medara, Il GRANDMA.

GINGER SNaps.—In THE HOUSEHOLD
for Augnst A Reader wishes a recipe for good
ginger snaps. I will send mine, which I have
used two years with good ruccess, and given
my friends. One cup of sugar, one cap of
butter, one cup of molasses, one egg, two
teaspooniuls each of ginger and eream of lar-
tar, and one teaspoontul of soda. Mix very
hard with flour. SADIE.

BAKER'S GINGERBREAD.—Some one
inquires how to make baker’s gingerbread.
I will send my recipe. Take a piece of alum
as large as a nutmeg and pour upon it one
teacup of boiling water, let this cool, then add
one-hall’ cup of butter, two cups of molasses,
one tablespoonful of goda, one tablespoonful
of gingir. Flour to roll out emooth, stamp
and bake quick. LENA,

To Picsre BLACKBERRIES. — Three
quarts of blackberries, one quart of vinegar,
one gnart of sugar; no spice is required ; put
all together at the same time into your ket-
tle and boil Ofteen or twenty minutes. Aflter
stawding a few weeks they are very nice.

2. B.
e SR

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

M. EDITOR:—=Will gome kind reader of
THE HOUREHOLD, please tell me how to cook
in different ways cauliflower, salsify, or oys-
ter plant, egg plant, and other kind of veg-
ctables? And also how to make indelible
ink? and oblige, DELLA MAY. .

M=, GEO. E. CROWELL :—Will some one of
THE HOUSEHOLD, inform me through its col-
umns, of some remedy for canker in the
mouth? I have suffered from this, for a long
time, and would be very grateful for informa-
tion of any thing that will eure it.

Mgs. H. B. E.

DEAR HOUSEHOLD :—Can any of your nu-
merous subscribers tell me how to preserve
green tomatoes and keep them whole ?

AUNT DOROTHY.

MER. EDITOR : —Will rcome one please inform
me how to color scarlet ? and oblige,
A SUBSCRIBER.

Mg. CROWELL :(—I would like some ope lo
tell me how to polish hard wood. And also
how to clean lamp chimneys so as to make
them shine. 8. D.

1 hope some one will give us a good recipe
for eatchup, and one for pickled tomatoes.

Has any one tried drying corm withont
cooking? It is excellents Cut it from the
cob, the same as though it was cooked. Try
it, and I know you will say it is belter than
when it is cooked before drying. Many
thanks for past recipes given.

Wuailsburg, Wash. Ter. Mrs. W. A.R.

MR. CROWELL:—I saw in the June num-
ber a request concerning cracked wheat.
Let me tell you how I cook it. Pick over a
suflicient quantity, cover with ceold Wﬁter,
and when it boils add a little salt. Be care-
ful not to let the water boil away. Cook for
about an hour, then serve with milk ‘and
sugar. IDA.

EDiTor HOUSEROLD :—In the SBeptember
number F. M. H. has written how to make a
hair-chain in answer to E. B. After giving
directions, stated if ghe did not understand
about the hoard, if she would give her address
throngh THE HOUSEHOLD she would write
and explain. If it would not be asking too
much, Ishould like an explanation in THE
HousegoLp, as I do not understand about
the figures and lefters, how they are arranged
on the board and how to commence. Will F.
M. H. please answer in Lthe next number, and
greatly oblige one of THE HOUSEHOLD Band ?

C. L. B.
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¢ And Christ, the Lord, was born
for everybody,” said Frank, *“my
teacher told me so on Sunday, so that
all little children might be saved, and
have a merry Christmas.”

“ May be they can’t all have a merry
Christmas,” said Nellie, ‘‘some of
them may be so poor and sick, like
that little boy who stood watching us
when we started. Isn’t it hard, mam-
All my life long have my steps been attended ma.”

Surely by One who regarded my ways ; “God takes care of them, like the
Tenderly watched over, sweetly befriended, Ziay= » said Prank

Blessings have followed my nights and my days. EERCTONE) = o SR
Tears have been quenched in the sunshine of glad-

ness,

Anthems of sorrow been turned into song.
Angels have guarded the gateways of sadness,

Summer and winter—yea, all my life long !

ALL MY LIFE LONG,

BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD.

Mrs. Linley did not answer; she half
expected to flnd the boy on her door-
steps. But he was not there.

They shivered with the cold, and
{ran to the fire to get warm. Then
! papa came home, and they had a hap-
ipy Christmas eve. Of course one
fecould not make her charities go all
ire)mnd the world, but Mrs. Linley
| thought she had stretched hers a long
| distance. So she had. And yet she
‘might have given the child at her
door a few pennies. Beggars are often

thieves. The child had wandered on.

Into the depths of despair I were cast. fiss = :
Thid 36 my star-in 2 midnight of sorrow, For nearly a week he had slept in a

This is my refuge, my strength, and my song; | station-house, and begged a little dur-
Earth is to-day, but there’s heaven to-morrow, | ing the day, just enongh to keep from

And Jesus to be with me all my life long ! ‘starving. He used to tell that he had

— Sunday School Tines. ;suld matches and pins, but he had no

;nmm‘:y now, and there were many in
the trade. A month ago, the old wo-
A ‘man with whom he had lived, died
EQ‘EPLB.\SE ‘m, only a penny, I'm Suddenly. Then he had to tramp. He
3¢ frozen and starved.” went on, asking now and then for a

The carriage stood at the door, and Penny, some gave him a scowl, and
Mrs. Linley was just going out with Some did not look at him, and he was
her two children to buy Christmas S0 bungry, and so cold. The bright
presents. Nellie was all searlet and Sunshine did not seem to warm him
ermine, her sweef, happy face framed one bit. His shoes were out to the
in with golden curls, and Master Frank &round; his ragged clothes flapped in
not a whit behind in elegance, though the bitter cold wind. It was growing
a trifle more haughty, as he showed ¢older and colder. Not a mouthful of
by the wise distance he gave the mis- #1ything had he eaten since yesterday
erable little beggar boy. noon. Men went along with baskets

¢ Go away,” said Mrs. Linley, with full, men with bundles in their arms,
a sweep of her hand. The child and 8irls and boys with Christmas gifts.
she looked at each other one of those He had nothing. ¢ Move on, move
glances that stamp a face upon one’s ©0B,” said a stern voice, ‘‘move on
memory. She was always afraid of youngster.” What if he was arrested
street boys, they might have fever or and sent to prison! He would have
small pox lurking in their rags. The Something to eat, he thought, and the
carriage drove on. The children were Pain goawivg in his stomach was so
happy, generous, and well behaved, hard to bear. There was a jacket, he
and belonged to a Christian family. 'might steal it; he reached out his
They were going to prove this now. band—but no—some one would see
Besides gifts for mamma, and papa, bim. He couldn’t. He never had
and some little cousins, they remem- Stolen. He remembered his mother,
bered half a dozen poor children also. Who had died two years ago. That

They spent the sunshiny, pleasant pretty lady getting into the carriage

All in the dark would T be, and uncertain
Whither to go, but for One at my side

Who from the future removes the dim curtain
Seeing the glory to mortals denied.

No other fiiend could so patiently lcad me ;
No other friend prove so faithful and strong :

With angels’ food He has promised to feed me
Who has befriended me all my life long.

He will not weary—oh, blessed assurance !
Infinite love will the finite outlast !
But for my Heavenly Father’s assurance,

—_———

JOE DILLAR’S CHRISNTMAS
FEAST.

old Molly died they tarned me out. I

home. “ Don’t ask another one to
standing room,” she had said. Jee
drew his sleeve across his eyes.

tender, since he had attended the
mission school. On Sunday Mr. Lin-
ley, the most splendid man in the
world, Joe told Granny, had been ex-
plaining to his class how even the
Saviour of the world had been home-
less.

“1 wish 1'd been there,” Joe had
said manfully, * I’d took him in.”

“ Joe,” said Mr. Linley, ¢ when we
do it for the poorest, and the meanest,
we do it for the Lord.”

And then he read the beautiful com-
mendation the Saviour wounld bestow
on those who did what they could for
the poor. He had a way of talking
which impressed the minds of the
children, and made such vivid pic-
tures, that the boys would listen.

So Joe had announced to Granny,
that he meant to have a party Christ-
mas, and told her his plans, as be al-
ways did.

¢TI thought yon was agoing to get
that nice new jacket, Joe.”

“Well, Granny, I'll wait for that
till I earn some more money. You
see the dinner will be nicer Christmas
day. I don’t understand a bit how
the Saviour did come and be so poor,
but it seems good to think He was a
little boy, though He was a good sight
better’'n us. When you think of it,
you seem to get nigher tor Him. And
may be, if we ask the poor and the
lame, He will look down and say Joe
Dillar is trying to keep Christmas the
right way. There’ll be Tom Jenkins,
you know he was run over by the horse
cars, and Humpy, whose mother is
dead, and the little Smith boy that I
set up in the paper business, and Kitty
Benner, who has been gick and lost
his place, and ”—

Then it was that Granny had said,
¢ Not another one; there won’t be
room for them to stand on one foot.”

‘“ And we'll have a rousin’ turkey, I
know where to get one real cheap,
and cranberry sauce, and pickles, and
mince pie, and coffee. A regular feast
and no mistake.”

hadn’t any money, and I tried to beg.”
Joe stood considering. 'What would
Granny say if he took the poor child

your Christmas party, there won’t be

Something had made his heart very!

‘in the world.

He had found two more, so there

by the fire. Joe made him comforta-
ble and he slept.

“ But, Joe, we can’t take care of
him, and”— Graony looked into Joe’s
eyes and stopped.

“1t’s Christmas eve, Granny, aod
we must do all we cap, even il we
lived in a manger.”

By and by Tom Morgan woke up
and eat some supper, and told his
brief story. It was like hundreds of
others, only his mother was a beauti-

fal lady, and had beautiful clothes,

and he had seen a lady to-day who
looked like her. But his mother would
have glven a penny to a poor boy, he
knew she would. Joe made a shake
down for him.

“ He’s smart and chipper, Granny,
and I'll soon have him in business.”

Tom’s cheeks were very red the next
morning, and his eyes very bright, but
he said he was quite well. It was so
nice to be warm and to be fed. Joe
went out awhile, and Granny prepared
her turkey to roast. Tom thought
there never was anything so fragrant
It was a famous Christ-
mas feast. There was lame Tim, with
a clean face, and a new necktie, and
Humpy, who had suffered and grown
deformed from a fall, and Kit Benner
who looked white enough to frighten
one, and three others, and Granny in
a new cap and calico gown which Joe
had bought her. Such a time as they
had. They were crowded, they could
hardly stand still, but they joked, and
laughed, and drank Granny’s health in
the good coffee, and were bappy as
they could be. And after dinner they
had some cards, which Joe had learned
at the mission school. Tom begged
to lie down again, for his head was
aching. i

¢ (Oh, Joe! won't you sing again.
It’s like heaven that mother used to
tell me about. Do you suppose the
Loxd Jesus cares for the little boys
who haven’t any homes, and some-
times they can’t hardly keep from ly-
ing and stealing?”

‘¢ Yes, He does care, Mr. Linley says
s0. You see,” and Joe laid his finger
in his other hand, as his teacher often
did, ¢ you see, this is the way. He
isn’t bere any more, but He puts the
thoughts into other people’s hearts,
and they do the work.”

“ But why then don’t they give a fel-
ler a penny sometimes?”

¢ Oh! sometimes they do; -look at

part of the day in going from shop to
shop. What hosts of tempting things. '
A Santa Claus revel everywhere. It
was like a glimpse of fairy land.
Frank and Nellie laughed and talked,
and run to mamma with a hundred |
pretty things, but did not tease. They
bad quite a load in the carriage. And,
oh! wouldn’t lame John Ashton be
delighted with his books, and the
wheeling chair mamma had bought for
him. And Susie Dorr would be the

mwade him think of her. Oh! how
good it was that she was up in heaven
and could not be bungry. Aund she
had told bim ‘‘never tell a lie, never
steal,” and he never had.

He sat down on a doorstep, and be-
gan to cry. He was very cold, so
cold that his tears froze on his cheeks.
He curled himself up in the corner
and began to be sleepy. If he only
conld slecp.

¢ Hillo!” said a cheerful voice, aud

were six of them. Joe was a news- there’s other things,” said Joe.

boy, and took care of Granny, “’hui Presently the boys went home, de-
was too old to do much, and was al- claring it was the -jolliest kind of
most bent double with rheumatism. cphristmas. They thanked Joe and
They had a room on the second floor Granny over and over again. ~The
of a tumble-down barrack, and one pext day was Sunday, and Joe begged
small bed-room out of it. But Granny Ay, Linley to come and see Tom, and
thought it almost a pa'ace, because then it all come out about the Christ-
Joe was so kind to her. 'mas dinner. Tom was very sick. Cold
‘ Come along,” said Joe to the little and hunger had done their worst, but
vagrant, thinking somehow of the Lord he was willing. He had been so cold,

the newsboy’s dinner to-day, and then -

happiest of the happy, with her plaid sowme one shook his shoulder.
dress, and cops and saucers. *‘For ¢ Let me be, I was most asleep.”

of all, who had not where to lay his
head, * for may be if He was here, we
shouldn’t know Him from anybody else.

and been knocked about o much, that
if the Lord did care for him up there,
he would rather go to Him.

poor children love to play just as well
as rich children, don’t they, mamma,”
said grave, sweet Nellie. i

“] hope, my dear, you will never
forget that we are all created just
alike, and the poor little ones are just
as precious in God’s sight.”

“And it is so nice to make them

y\aappy,” said Nellie.

“Why, you'll freeze to death here,
you must run home.”

I guess it means just anybody that ¢ He is a pretty sick chap,” said Joe
is poor.” 8o he helped the little boy to Mr. Livley,  but Granny and I'll

‘I haven’t any home, and now you
have brought the pain back,” and he
began to cry.

Joe Diller dragged up the poor little
ohject, and looked at him sharply.
“ Where have you been?”

““ Station house, and such. After

along who was too cold and numb to try to pull him through.”

help himself. He didn’t care if they  Mr. Linley came. He felt the pulse
were taking him to the station house, and shook his head. The fever was
but he wasn’t. After a little while he high, and there was no strength to
felt the warmth, and heard the voices, battle with it. And thén he looked
but he was so tired and sleepy he into Joe’s great wishful eyes, and
conld not eat. He dropped in a heap sighed. ¥e was touched to the heart.
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The boy had learned the noblest,
sweetest lesson of all. He had gone
out to the highways and hedges and
gathered in the lame, the halt, and the
blind.

“You see I've grown fond of him
a'ready,” said Joe.

Mr. Linley said he would get a doc-
tor.

¢ The lessons have not all been on
my side,” said Mr. Linley to his wife
afterwards, ¢ the poor newsboy has
taught me a lesson, I shall never for-
get. To think of his going without
his coat, 8o as to provide a dinner for
those homeless, hungry boys. I'wish
you would go and see them.”

Mrs. Linley went with her husband.
Her dress was very plain, but she was
beautiful always, and everywhere.
Joe stared as if she was an angel.
Granny dropped a quaint curtesy, and
dusted a chair with her apron.

“Tom,” Joe whispered, ** dear old
chap, can’t you open your eyes a min-
ute?”

He opened them wide, then wider,
then he stared round, and stretched
out his arms toward her.

¢ Oh, mother! mother! Joe said I
would find you in heaven. I tried to
be good, and not lie, or steal, though
I was most starved. And Joe’s been
80 kind. He brought me in to the
Christmas dinner, and,”—

Mrs. Linley caunght the boy in her
arms, and his eyes dropped. She re-
membered just where she had seen
the child, and a pang of bitter self-
reproach pierced her heart. Had Joe
entertained an angel unawares, and
her blind eyes not been able to discern
“ one of the least of these?”

¢ Qh!” said Joe, ““I'm so glad you
came. I s’pose he thought it was his
own mother that he talked about.
Poor little ehap, he’s gone straight to
heaven, hasn’t he. I'm glad I brought
him in, but I didn’t know he was going
to die.”

¢ The fame of your Christmas feast
has gone up among the angels, Joe,”
said Mr. Linley, reverently, ‘‘and now
my dear boy, you may have him buried
where you like, but bring the bill to
me. I want alittle share in your good
work.”

Mrs. Linley walked home with her
husband. Had her beautiful Christ-
mas tree borne any such fruit as this
poor newsboy’s? ¢ For I was an hun-
gered, and ye fed me."—* Methodist,”
in The Vermont Chronicle.

— -

PAPERS FOR THE HOUSEHOLD.

Number Twenty-six.

WHAT TO READ.

In the November number a “ Boston
Girl” asks of some of TAx House-
HOLD a list of books for a good solid
course of reading; not knowing her-
self, she says, where to begin. The
sign is a hopeful one, and the more so
because girls are usually charged with
caring for only light literature. And
our Boston girl, we opine, has already
made something of a beginning in lit-
erary culture to be inspired to ask as-
sistance of others.

But it is not easy to make out a bill
of fare for one to whose tastes, and
opportunities, and mental capacities,
we are a total stranger, so we will

presume only to talk the matter over,
and perhaps be able to offer some
helpfal hints, leaving others $o more
definitely advise.

Those who have been readers of the
¢ Papers for The Housebold ”"—com-
menced almost with the first volume
of that journal—will recall how much
the earlier papers were devoted to the
bright home-girls, and with seeking to
inspire and help them above the mere
common-place to higher culture and
mental development, even in the prosy
walks of every-day life. And whether,
or not, a word of mine has ever found
sympathy with my readers, the task
has been one full of interest to the
writer. And now I feel that I cannot
be intruding in attempting a word with
our young friend, even though I am
not Mrs. Dorr, and never assume to
fill the same place that she has so sat-
isfactorily done on these pages in the
past.

But before coming to the books
themselves, I would ask our corres-
pondent if she is acquainted with a
society, which has its head-quarters at
Boston, its special object being to pro-
mote home studies, and to give advice
to young ladiesms to a course of home
reading? Students must be at least
seventeen years old, and are expected
to try to honestly devote a certain
time to study. By the payment of
two dollars per year any member can
congult with the ladies as to a course
of reading, and then have a programme
for the year furnished them. Some
may choose one branch of literature,
or science, or philosophy, and in that
course have the best works selected
for them. As Mr. Curtis, in the Har-
per’s Easy Chair for November, says:
“The object is very simple. It is
mainly judicious counsel for those who
greatly desire it, and a more sensible
and useful society for the purpose we
do not know.” Whoever wishes to
join as a student can procure a pro-
gramme of studies by addressing Miss
Ticknor, 9 Park Street, Boston. So
why may not our inquirer state her
tastes, acquirements, and desires, and
thus be assisted by a society of ladies
most emphatically fitted to advise on
these points?

Then if our young friend has access
to Boston’s splerdid library she may
have abundance of books to choose
from for general reading; and could
we only look over its catalogue to-
gether, the writer of this might point
out volume after volume advisable to
read. Our privilege has been only to
look upon its shelves as a visitor, and
then almost to sigh that we were born
outside the ‘ Hub.” But what has
this Boston girl already read and
studied? Does she wish a course of
history, metaphysics, art, or critieal
reading? The Putnams publish a vol-
ume called * The Best Reading,” which
is valuable to select from. &

Were I to advise at random, I think
I should suggest a dipping into the
British Essayists, and from that a far-
ther course will readily suggest itself.
I recall, even now, the*perfect delight
with which having stumbled upon a
ponderous volume of Macauley’s Es-
says, in a friend’s book-case, soon after
leaving school, I commenced its peru-
sal and the enthusiasm with which its
whole contents were devoured. Not

only is the style fascinating, but the

variety of topics treated upon, the erit-
ical analysis, the vast fund of knowl-
edge at the command of the author
makes its reading, not only ¢ solid,”
but most entertaining and instructive
in various ways. After thorough read-
ing of such a work, weak, wishy-washy
books seem tame indeed; at the same
time so many subjects are touched
upon, that the reader is led, as it were
almost nnconsciously, to seek the ac-
quaintance of the best of authors and
their works. Science, philosophy,
history, poetry, and romance, come in
for a share, while each, and all are
valuable in their own way.

Much may be said of the influence
of other essayists and critics in the
same flelds, though Macaulay seems to
know more about everything, than any
other writer of the age. Carlyle is
more of a philosopher, Jeffries a stern-
er critic, while Christopher North,
Charles Lamb, Sydney Smith, and
rough old Dr. Johnson are full of wit,
wisdom, and charming to the reader.
Of similar character in our own coun-
try, we have Bancroft’s Miscellanies,
James Russell Lowell’s “ Among my
Books;” Whipple’s scholarly essays;
Emerson, most sentious and epigram-
matic; Thoreau; Curtis, of the Easy
Chair, with others, here and over the
water, too numerous to mention.
There are also many translations of
value from German, and some from
French; of the latter is Madame de
Stael, whose book entitled Germany is
the work of a philcsopher and poet,
as well as a rare woman.

Art, such as may be most desira-
ble for general reading, will be found
in Ruskin; and not only art, but na-
ture, poesy, and life itself is discussed,
as no one but Ruskin can do it. Hugh
Miller makes dry science interesting,
and leads his readers to seek other
more strictly scientifie works.

I have mentioned such works as the
above, because I consider them as
naturally leading the reader to other
and varied flelds of valuable reading,
and to seek the best that the literature
and one’s own language affords; sup-
posing the reading conflned to the
English tongue. But once have the
field open, and more books and topics
will be suggested to the mind than
time, and our brief life will allow us
to enter upon. In reading history,
some general plan is necessary to get
the greatest good from the time spent
in its perusal. ‘At first, a ground work
of universal history of the world—such
a one as is used in our high schools—
brief and succint, forms a good step-
ping stone to the whole. Then an-
cient history naturally comes before
modern, and if one has time and pa-
tience to read it closely, it well repays
the effort. I found “Plutareh’s Lives”
most interesting to read in connection
with history proper, and even Rollin’s
lengthy volumes never wearied me,
though I must confess the style is not
captivating, and I fear I could nof
read them a second time as readily as
I did in years gonme by. Classical
scholars get so many glimpses of an-
cient history that they are naturally
led to its farther reading, in both the
dead and living tongue.

Then the history of any country
needs to be read something in course.
Thus, it would be folly for one to com-
mence English history, either upon

Macaulay or Froude. Some general
knowledge of the Britons and early
times is necessary, with a clear view
of the whole progress of the nation.
Then Hume comes before Macaulay,
as the latter commences where the
former dropped his pen. Shakespeare
can hardly be read intelligibly, as far
a8 events are concerned, unless we
have a general knowledge of history
both ancient and modern, and the
same may be said of much in flction,
and biography, and the drama. Miss
Strickland’s Queens of England go
more minutely into England’s social
life than do political histories, and
have a certain degree of interest fer
almost all classes of readers. M.
Theirs’ French Revolution, and Car-
lyle’s Frederick the Great are standard
works of great authors, yet one needs
more or less acquaintance with the
history of the different countries to
make the most of their contents.

In reading, as well as in study, there
is so much that it is desirable to be-
come familiar with, and so wide a
range to choose from that it requires
not a little consideration, where books
are at hand to select from, to ascertain
what is most desirable to read. Yet
there are some of us who never are at
a loss to know what is wanted; the
trouble often may be to lay hands on
the volume, and find the time to read
our fill. And thus we think our Bos-
ton girl, after thoroughly becoming
interested in literature, will be led of
herself, to understand her needs;
though judicious counsel may much
assist her in the beginning.

The benefits of a wide acquaintance
with books are too many to enumerate,
but the chief end to one seeking the
most, is, of course, to gain knowledge,
culture, and enlargement of the men-
tal faculties. Connected with this—or
rather growing out of a true literary
taste—comes the exquisite pleasure
that valuable reading affords, and the
culture of the ideal or poetical facul-
ties of our natures. And where one,
in early life, makes acquaintance with
the best authors and their works, the
taste is little inclined to seek, or even
relish, the works of weak, or mediocre
writers. Even where we read to * get
good,” or for amusement, there comes
dissatisfaction if the contents of the
book are tame or ill-written, and we
turn from such reading to stronger,
better prefaced mental food.

There is much well worth reading
which cannot be called ¢¢solid,” and
which, sandwiched in amongst heavier
works, gives a pleasant variety to the
whole, as do sweet-meats for a pleas-
ant addition to the dinner table. Only
let works of the lighter class be well
chosen, and they not allowed to de-
stroy the appetite for the more solid,
and no harm comes then from a limited
indulgence in them ; but, rather a ben-
efit to certain faculties given as to be
cultivated.

We do not call such books as Ik
Marvel’s, Charles Dudley Warren’:,
Washington Irving’s, Wm. Howell’s,
together with our best novelists and
pleasant writers, the solid class; and
yet, what more delightful than linger-
ing over volumes such as these men
write. They are solid, though their
books are not dull, and the style of
each and all is admirable.

In regard to works particularly of]
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literary value, and upon English liter-
ature, I have quite freely expressed
my views in the series of ¢ Hints to
Young Writers,” pablished last year
on The Library page of this journal.

heartily recommend to our Boston
girl if her tastes in any way incline
bher to them—and if not I will com-
mend them all the same, while the
reading may beget a love for such lit-
erature. The study of the English
language and its best models is one of
vast importance, and one which no
scholar, classical or otherwise, can af-
ford to forego, while its pleasures are
enough to make the task one of real
delight.

But I must stop somewhere, though
this subject scarce has a halting place.
Let us hear from our Boston Girl
again, and perhaps better words can
be added by some of us in the future.

—_— e ———

LETTERS TO ALICE.

Number One.

BY MRS. JULIA C. R DORR.

It is a year to-day since you were
married, Alice; one year ago to-day
gince you placed your hand in that of
him whom you had chosen for your
life-long friend, and went forth from
the shelter of the old home roof, to
return to it no more save as a transient
guest,

This is just such a glorious October
morning as was that. Now, as then,
the hills that you love are all aglow;
clothed even to their very summits in
robes of more than royal magnificence.
The sky is a vast dome of sapphire, as
it was that day; and the river winding
along between meadow banks where
the brown tints of autumn are fast
supplanting the deep greens of the
summer time, laughs and sparkles as
merrily as then. The garden, albeit
much of its glory has departed, is as
bright now as it was a year ago with
verbenas, asters and scarlet gerani-
ums, and the densely matted beds of
mignonette and sweet alyssum, load
the air with their faint yet exquisite
perfume. Nothing has changed, save
that youn are not here.

¢ This is Alice’s wedding day,” was
my first conscious thought this morn-
ing; and since then minute by minute,
and hour by hour I have been re-living
the life of a year ago. I have felt
again the quick throb born half of
pleasure, half of pain, that came with
the sudden awakening thought of what
the day was to bring forth. I have
helped spread the tables for the wed-
ding feast, and arranged the flowers
"that were to lend their grace and
beauty to the festival. Again I have
braided your brown hair, and folded
above its lustrous waves the mystic
marriage veil that woman wears ouly
in that one supreme hour of her life.
I have heard again the heart- wirm
supplication, the earnest * God bless
her,” from the lips of the poor whom
you had succored, the sorrowiul whom
you had comforted, the children whom
you had caressed. I have seen the
assembled guests, the group of nearer
friends, with swiles upon their lips
but tender sadness in their eyes, the

white-robed bride, the altar and the
priest. I have heard the vow, the

The works mentioned there I can’

prayer, the benediction and the fare-
well.

Onpe year ago? After you had gone,
Alice —after the guests had all de-
parted, and the house was still, I stole
away alone, and sought the room
| where—do you remember it, dear?—
you and Philip and I stood talking
{ when your bride maidens came to sum-
mon you. How its desolate emptiness
%chilled my soul! There was the chair
«‘iu which you had sat, the flower you
had plucked, breathing its little life
out just where you had dropped it,
the book you had read, the glove you
(had worn. I touched them tearfully,
1revcremly. It was as if you were
dead, and had passed out of my life
forever more.

0, my darling! My darling!

Bat it is all right, all as it should be.
I said it a year ago amid my heart-
yearns for you, I say it again now. I
am glad you are married, Alice. A
happy, loving marriage is the natural,
ordained conclusion of a pure thought-
ful, simple hearted girlhood. That it
does not always follow is very troe
That & woman is an honored, trusted
wife, does not prove that she is a whit
better or mobler, or more attractive,
even, than her sister who is unmar-
ried. No marriage at all is infinitely
better, infinitely happier than an ill-
starred, ill-assorted union, where
hands and homes are joined together,
but hearts are as far asunder as the
poles, and souls are alien, not kindred.
Yet while this is true beyond all con-
tradiction, 1t is also true that the best
and noblest of our single women,
those of the strongest intellects and
the warmest hearts, are the first to
admit that in missing the close ties of
wifchood and motherhood, they have
missed out of their lives that for
which nothing else can ever fully com-
pensate. They feel, and they are not
slow to confess, that their lives lack
the symmetry, the harmonious devel-
opment, the full, rounded complete-
ness which they could have found only
in a true marriage. All honor to the
woman who deliberately chooses a
lonely life rather than the bitter lone-
liness of a loveless marriage; who re-
fuses to sell herself for a home or a
name, for position or wealth; who,
looking quietly down the long and
oftentimes dreary road, that stretches
from girlhood to the grave, prefers to
tread it alone, uncheered by the voice
of husband or of child, rather than
take upon herself obligations to which
her whole being does not joyfully re-
spond. But honor to her, also, who
loving and beloved, places her hand in
that of her other self, and strength-
ened by his strength as he is strength-
ened by hers — for she has her own
strength, differing from his just as
‘““one star differeth from another in
glory ” — walks calmly by his side
through storms and through sunshine,
down smiling valleys and over desolate
wastes, finding ever that ¢ joy is duty,
and love is law.”

And while I am on this subject,
Alice, let me say that as I am glad you
are married, so am I glad that you
had a whole heart to give to your
husband —not such mere fragments
of one, as might have survived the
wear aund tear of a long series of flir-
tations. It has been said that no wo-
man is worth loving who has not a

strong spicing of coquetry in her com-
position. Put into plainer Inglish, I
suppose the man (for of course it was
said by a man) meant to say that no
woman is worth loving who does not
choose to made herself charming. So
far, go good. But if he meant more
than that, he might as well have said
that no bread is sweet enough to be
eaten unless it is sour. Yes, Alice, I
am glad that your heart is not a
haunted chamber, peopled with the
ghosts of successive lovers; nor a
burial ground, where you must needs
retire to weep over the graves of de-
parted hopes. Doubtless you had
your girlish fancies. Indeed I know
that you dreamed dreams and saw
visions like those of all other maid-
ens. I think it quite probable that |
at some period of your girlhood you|
may have made unto yourself an idolf
out of very poor materials perhaps, !
mistaking a cheap alloy for the pure |
gold of Ophir. DBut a girl’s first fancy, |
and a woman’s first love, aithough:
often confounded, often mistaken the
one for the other, are really two
very different things; and the latter,
I rejoice to believe you gave to Philip.
You wrote me soge time ago that
the new house was nearly ready for
occupancy, and I suppose you are
house-keeping at last. At last, I say,
for the time has come none too quick-
ly. In your case this delay could not
well have been avoided; but I doubt
the expediency of our American cus-
tom of boarding for the first few years
of married life. The robins, the blue-
birds, the wrens and the thrushes, have
each their own nests, fashioned after
their indiviual needs, and managed
according to their own ideas of things.
The young married lovers build up a
home for themselyes. They do not
live with the *“old folks,” nor board
at Madame Bobolink’s fashionable es-
tablishment, where worms and grass-
hoppers are served up at the shortest
notice and in most unexceptionable
style. Perhaps we might take a lesson
from the birds in this matter. Our
young lovers, also, need the privacy,
the retirement, the close and intimate
communien of heart and home in or-
der that they may become acquainted
with each other. It is not an easy
matter in the present state of society
for young men and women to know
each other thoroughly; and it is but
too true that full half who marry be-
gin their real acquaintance with each
other’s character and disposition after
the irrevocable vows are spoken.
Then the sooner they devote them-
selves to their new study, the better
it will be for both of them.
Is it not better, too, that the first
cares of domestic life should come to
the young wife hand in hand with
the dawning joys of wedded love?
Will she not assume them more
easily in the flush and pride of her
hew matronhood, than by and by,
when her habits have become fixed in
a life of leisure, and perhaps of frivol-
ity; or when the duties of maternity
have stolen upon her, and she feels
that the cares of house-keeping added
thereto would be a terrible burden?
EKnowing Philip’s good taste, as well
as your own, I do not doubt that the
new home is a marvel of simple beauty.
[ hunted up the ground plan that you

sent me to-day, and have been imagin-

ing how you have arranged the pretty,
new furniture, where you have hung
your pictures, etc., etc. I fancy you
have put Murrillo’s dusky haired Ma-
donna—the most beautiful, perhaps,
of all the Madonnas—over the mantel
in the parlor; and beneath it on the
mantel, stands your quaintly carved
easel, holding the lovely Mater Dolor-
osa on porcelain, that we found at
Schaus’ last summer. O, the exquis-
ite blue of the mantle drawn so close-
ly over the bending forhead! O, the
eyelids, heavy with their weight of

tears! O, the wondrous pathos of

those almost living lips that seem to
quiver and grow tremulous, as dumb
with awe we gaze upon them! It
haunts my very dreams, and I almost
envy you its possession.

Really, Alice, you young people who
get married now-a-days, have greatly
the advantage of us who took that
important step fifteen or twenty years
azo. You have 8o much more to start
with. We thought ourselves extreme-
ly fortunate if we were the happy pos-
sessors of a pretty pair of vases for
the parlor mantel, a few bits of old
china, and a good picture or two.
And if in addition to the orthodox
number of tea and tablespoons we
were 80 lucky as to add a handsome
caster and cake basket, we accounted
ourselves rich. But the modern
fashion of wedding presents showers
such wealth of grace aud beauty, of-
ten in their most enduring forms, up-
on the young couple, that they begin
where their elders can hardly hope to
leave off. After all it may be doubted
whether tliey are any happier, or their
homes any brighter. What comes
without effort is seldom estimated at
its full valne. Sometimes I think that
the very happiest home are those that,
starting from the humblest, plainest
beginnings, gradually grow into bean-
tiful proportion, harmonizing with the
character of their occupants, and
seeming to be the out-growth of their
own being, rather than something
outside of, and distinct from them-
selves. Such a home has an individ-
uality of its own. It is not merely a
home, but the home.

Fortunately, however, my dear
Alice, you were not overladen with
gifts, and have still room to use your
own taste and judgment in the
adorning of your house and its sur-
roundings. May Cozytoft grow in
beauty year by year, slowly and stead-
ily gathering unto itself whatever can
add to its comfort or its happiness, un-
till it shall seem to you and to Philip
the loveliest spot on earth—a holy
temple sacred to purity and to peace.

——

PHILADELPHIA CORRESPOND-
ENCE.

PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 1, 1876.

On Friday, November 10, at 8.27 in
the afternoon, President Grant pro-
nounced the Centennial Exposition
closed. The great Corliss engine,
which had been the life of one of the
most important buildings, stopped.
When I thought what this immense
motor, with strong, steady and even
pulsating throbs had done during the
last six months in Machinery Hall, a
feeling of sadness for a moment came
over me similar to that which is ex-
perienced in the loss of a dear friend,
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who has lain down his life upon the
altar of his country. Then upon a
second thought, I call to mind what
great good it has done to the country
and to the whole world, and the grand
results of the entire Exposition, mor-
ally, intellectually, and last but not
least, religiously, to all the civilized
nations of the earth. My heart filled
with gladness and gratitude to an All-
wise Providence that he put it into
the hearts of such men as Gen. Joseph
R. Hawley of Connecticut, Alfred T.
Goshorn of Ohio, John Welch of Penn-
sylvania, and others, to organize and
carry through to a successful issue
guch a world’s exhibition as the so
called Centennial at Philadelphia.
Many other prominent men than
those named are entitled to a great
deal of credit in pushing on this great
enterprise, and good citizens from
different states encouraged the proj-
ect, but had it not been for the noble
and loyal citizens of this Quaker City,
this magnificent and wounderful world’s
exhibition would not have taken place.
Outside of the Centennial grounds,
in the city proper, are a great many
places of interest and amusement.
Some of the most prominent are the
old Independence Hall and United
States Mint on Chestnut street. If
you wish to spend a pleasant evening
and witness a first class, moral enter-
tainment, either and all of the follow-
ing named cannot fail to suit the most
fastidious. Col. Geo. Wood’s Muse-
um, Arch Street Opera House, Sweat-
nam’s Minstrels, the former on the
corner of Arch and 9th streets, and
the latter on Arch above 10th. Kiralfy
Brothers, proprietors and managers
of the Alhambra Solace on Broad
street, the New National on Ridge
avenue, 10th and Callowhill streets.
At the last named place they are
playing a semi-military gorgeous spec-
tacular drama. It has been running
over one hundred nights, and has been
geen in that time by nearly 200,000
people from all parts of the worid,
and is universally popular. The
marching by the young ladies reminds
one of the procession of the West
Pointers, the 7th regiment of New
York, or our own soldiers in the Estey
Guard. To sum it up in a few words
we report that the seenery and cos-
tumes. are grand and beautiful, the
plot romantic and Oriental, and the
acting wonderful, funny and unexcep-
tionable to the most fastidious. The
managers are gentlemen, and polite
to strangers,. especially the treasurer
and cashier. The play needs to be
seen in order to appreciate and under-
stand it fully. It is said that this play
will drive away the blues and cure
rheumatism. I have no doubt about
it, if it is taken In allopathic doses.
At the Alhambra Palace they are
playing Around the World, in Eighty
Days. Commencing from London,
where in a London Club House a wager
of half a million is made by one of the
members, with the club, that he will
go around the world in eighty days or
forfeit the money. He starts east im-
mediately, and meets with many hin-
drances and adventures. He, with
his valet and two Americans whom he

rescue Aouda,an Indian princess, from
being burnt alive with her dead hus-
band. They get away after awhile and
embark for San Prancisco, and subse-
gqnently take the cars on the Pacific
railroad, and among the Rocky Moun-
tains are attacked by Road agents or
robbers. They are assisted to escape
by United States troops. They finally
embark on board the steamer Henri-
etta, which has been purchased for
the voyage by the member of the Lon-
don Eccentric Club; the steamer is
lost in the ocean, but our traveler is
rescued, and arrive in Liverpool the
day before the wager is due in the
London club house. He takes the cars
for London and arrives at the club
bouse just as the eightieth day is
closing, and on the last stroke of the
clock. He has won his wager, saved
the princess and, being a single man,
marries her. The scenery is gorgeous,
the acting is very fine, and to appre-
ciate it fully it must be seen.

Billy Sweatnam’s Minstrels, at the
Arch Street Opera House, consist
of gentlemen, and flrst class talent.
You will find real, genuine wit here,
and new every evening. Bernardo,
the male soprano, has a most wonder-
ful voice. The Hamtown Students

music and they and decidedly interest-
ing. My Good Old Southern Home,
drawing an original and realistic pic-
ture of plantation life in the south,
was delivered with fine effect by Frank
Cushman. The flute solo entitled
‘¢ American Songs,” by Ed Gariel, was
finely rendered, and gave the audience
great pleasure. The entire programme
was carried out fully, and we spent a
very pleasant evening in this temple
of song.

At the Museum, formerly Colonel
Wood’s, we found Uncle Tom’s Cabin
on the stage, and it really seemed that
we were for one night living on an old
southern plantation, as there were on
the board men, women and children
from the south, and the original South-
ern Jubilee Singers. I have seen Un-
cle Tom’s Cabin rendered several
times, but I have never seen it played
better than at the Museum ; especially
Uncle Tom by W. H. Bailey, Eva by
Nellie Pennoyer, who has a most won-
derful voice for a little girl, Eliza Har-
ris by Emily E. Baker, and Bobby
Newcomb as Topsy, are seldom sur-
passed by any of the professionals.
If you spend a night in Philadelphia
don’t fail to go to the Museum.

If you have two or three hours to
spare don’t fail to visit the Academy
of Design. Here can be seen elegant
statuary and very fine oil paintings,
also very many revolutionary relics.
The desk on which General Washing-
ton signed the death warrant of Major
Andre, Court dresses of the Republic,
Lafayette’s camp bedstead, and many
others. I also noticed a very large
and valuable oil painting of General
Sheridan, representing his ride to
Winchester or twenty miles away,
when that battle commenced. This is
life-like and spirited. R.
THFE, MERRY, MERRY SUNSHINE.

meets in India, stop at a Hindoo Bun-
galow, after which they witness a
great religious festival of the Suttee
and a grand funeral pageant.

By some mysterious asgociation this
bright balmy morning, so near the
cloudy and chilling winds of winter,

ago, whose bright face and cheerful
voice, and gleeful laugh, were the very
embodiment of pleasure to all with
whom she came in reach. Nor was
she a giddy, thoughtless and selfish
girl who had never known sorrow and
who was bent on her own pleasure
reckless of all discomfort to others.

Her birth and her home were in the
sunny South, and in her childhood ser-
vants were ready to do her bidding,
but while she was very young, from
conscientious principles her father set
them all free, and hired only such as
were necesary to perform the labor
of the household, but not until of
their large number of slaves, sixteen
had died in their service. And soon
after this followed the sudden and un-
looked for death of her father, and
her mother was left a widow, with
five children. There was only one
daughter beside herself, and the last
time I saw her she was clad in deep
mourning for this only sister. And
yet her face was not gloomy, nor her
cheerful laugh checked, save in allu-
sion to her lost sister, whom she sadly
missed.

To be cheerful and hopeful was nat-
ural to her, and it was too, I think, a
matter of principle. I remember of

have very quaint and weird pieces of|congratulating her one day, on her

uniform cheerfulness, even when trials
were no strapgers to her, and her re-
ply was—*1I never allow my face to
get long enough to tread on. I can
always manage t0 assume a cheerful
appearance.”

After her return to her home from
the visit to which I have alluded, there
followed in quick succession the death
of her mother and two brothers, and
the adoption and care of her brother’s
orphan baby, and then her marriage
and the exchange of her warm south-
ern home for a cold northern one, in
all of which her letters were cheerful
and hopeful still. With a firm trust
in the wisdom and love that was per-
mitting and over-ruling all things, and
the knowledge that He was guarding
and guiding her life, and her best
good, she was content and happy.

Her husband was a lawyer, and en-
tered upon his business life with hope-
faulness in a large northern city, but
circumstances frustrated his anticipa-
tions, and he moved moreinto the inte-
rior of the state to try farming, which
seemed more conducive to his in-
terests, and from this tenderly reared
woman of the South, there was re-
ceived from her new home the char-
acteristically cheerful letter contain-
ing the words, * You would scarcely
know me in my working apron, milk-
ing the cows and doing my house-
work.”

Thus I have recalled this beautiful
and noble example of uniform cheer-
fulness, which shed sunshine, and dis-
pelled clouds wherever, and under
whatever circumstances she was
!known, and who can estimate the
good she has thus accomplished?

And I leave her here without further
moralizing than as a ¢ living epistle,
known and read,” she may do the
good to those who will here form her
acquaintance, that no mere moraliz-
ing words of mine can do.

And if in her far-away home she
lshou!d see and recognize this sketch,

;I will say to her that only a loving re-

They'rcminds me of a friend in the long membrance has dictated it, and that

with sincere regret I recently returned
from a trip taken for my health, which
took me within a few miles of her
home, but which circumstances ren-
dered it impossible for me to visit.
With cheerful hopes and kind wishes
for my readers, I will close this little
sketch of real life. MACARIA.

— g A ———

PLANNERS AND PLODDERS,

BY ANNA HOLYOKE.

The man who fires before he takes
aim, cannot expect to hit the mark, or
even Lo go anywhere near to it; and
s0 the man who spends all his strength
and life without a thought of what it
will all amount to, or where it will
end, cannot expect to attain anything
worth having.

Yet, strange to say, many people
fire away all their youthful strength
and vitality at random, and then ex-
pect to take aim by and by, at some-
thing great and good, when their am-
munition is all gone. Strange, that
80 many people will rush through life,
hap-hazard, with no thought beyond
the present! s

Multitudes of really industrious,
well-meaning people, plod wearily all
the way through life and accomplish
little at the end, simply because they
have never learned to plan.

How much suffering and misery
might be prevented, and how much
time, strength and happiness might be
gained by a little foresight; by steer-
ing, and not drifting, through life.

Yes, it is truly an excellent thing to
know how to plan well; yet that is
not all that is necessary to secure suc-
cess in life. The planner must also
know how to plod.

There are too many mere planners
in this world; men and women who
are full of visionary schemes, well-
wrought air-castles, even perhaps no-
ble aspirations, for that which they
never attain, simply because they have
not patience to plod. He was a shrewd
man who asked as his test question to
every youthful aspirant for honor,
¢ Can you plod?”

It is easy to lay the most brilliant
schemes ; you may astound your hear-
er with your wonderful plans, but can
you carry them out? If not they are
of no more value to you than a soap-
bubble—they are mere idle air-castles.

‘1 can call spirits from the vasty deep |
Aye. But will they come?*?

All the great men and women who
have ever lived have been both plan-
ners and plodders. Columbus was a
great planner. What other mind of
that age dared conceive of the bold
scheme of crossing the seemingly
measureless ocean, and making it a
highway for the nations? But his
careful researches, and his acute rea-
soning, necessary as they were, could
never alone have given him success.
It was patient, laborious effort, and a
persistent determination that would
never yield to any obstacle; it was
steady, unconquerable energy that
enabled him to win for himself immor-
tality, by giving to the world America.
And so with Kepler, and Newton, and
Frapklin, and Goodyear, and John
Howard, and Florence Nightingale,
and every other man or woman who
has been & blessing to the world.

Nothing valuable is ever attainedf
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without thought, labor and patience.
As the Eastern proverb says, ¢ Time
and patience change the mulberry leaf
to satin.” The architect may lay the
plan for the beautiful temple or cathe-
dral, but there must be days, and per-
haps weeks, months, er even years of
patient plodding; stone upon stone,
brick upon brick, before it is finished.

The mushroom may grow up in a
single night; but the grand old oak is
the growth of a century; the mam-
moth trees of California have been
growing for thousands of years; and
ages pass while the slow but sure
forces of nature purify and crystalize
the sooty carbon, and change it to the
brilliant diamond.

Many a one who began life full of
buoyant energy and brilliant talents
can say at its close in the words of
the poet :

““Oh, what a glorious record the angels might
have kept,

Had I done instead ef doubted; had I warred
instead of wept!”

For as faith without works is dead,
so planning without plodding is death
also—death to the fame, the honor,

_ and the usefulness of the dreamer who
plans, but who has not patience to
plod.

—_——— s

TALE-BEARING.

What counsel should be given to
those who are so unfortunate as to
have tale-bearers among their ac-
quaintances?

Never listen to them if you can help
it. ““The receiver is as bad as the
thief.” If you are deaf they will soon
be dumb. When they come to tell
you something * you ought to know,”
tell them that very often the old line
is true, that ¢¢ Where ignorance is
bliss ’tis folly to be wise.” You may
indeed sometimes think that it is bet-
ter the tale should be told to you than
to any body else, and that when once
you have heard it, it will not be told
again; by listening you may, perhaps,
prevent further mischief. But even
this is a doubtful justification; and
you ought not to be satisfied without
attempting to make the tale-bearer
gensible of his folly and &in.

Never give him the chance of report-
ing anpthing about yourself. Shroud
yourself in impenetrable reserve.
Make him feel that his habit excludes
him from all the pleasures of confi
demce and intimacy with wise men.
Talk to him about the weather and the
crops, the news and the exhibitions.
Never say anything that may not safe-
1y be twisted into any inconceivable
shape, reported by a hundred foolish
tongues, without doing any harm.
Never tell him anything that you
would not trust him to say over again
in any words he might like to use, and
with every possible misapprehension
of your meaning, on a platform before
three thousand people. Be especially
afraid of him when he is obsequious,
when he praises your business tact,
and admires the taste with which you
have laid out your garden. Under the
warmth of his good opinion your re-
serve is likely to relax. Remember
the words of Solomon: ‘ He that
goeth about as a tale-bearer revealeth
secrets, therefore meddle not with
him that flattereth with his lips.” Of

all the foolish pretences by which tale-
bearers justify themselveg for telling

is the most ridiculous, that they
“spoke in confldence.” If they find
it is so hard to hold their tongue,
what right bhave they to subject a
friend to the inconvenience which they
could not bear themselves? If they
are guilty of betraying trust, what
right have they to expect that their
own trust will not be betrayed? They
ask their friends * not to tell,” buat
their example is likely to be more ef-
fective than their precept.

See that you create in your own

house and among all your friends a
spirit of intolerance for the offence,
and a moral judgment that shall repel
and condemn the offender. Let tale-
bearing never be regarded as a weak-
ness, but as a vice. Let no cleverness
paliate it. Make it despised as a
meanness, censured as a sin.
There are, indeed, ‘“Tales” which
ought to be told and listened to—
¢ Tales” of cheerful patience in suf-
fering, of energy and self denial in
well doing, of open handed generosi-
ty, of incorruptible integrity. BSuch
¢ Tales” have elevated the moral aims
of many of us, inspired our sinking
hearts with courage and constancy,
given force and fire to our noblest
passions. The gospel itself is a
“Tale;” and the apostles ¢ turned
the world upside down,” not by a
moral or religious theory, but by tell-
ing the story of how the Lord Jesus
loved mankind. Yes, the story of his
poverty and homelessness, temptation
and agony, his miracles of mercy and
his words of love, his shame and
death, is the spell by which even the
hardest and most profligate of men
have been softened and recovered to
a holy and blessed life. Tell that
story, and children will feel its charm,
and aged men and women, bowed
down under the cares and sorrows of
a lifetime, will confess its power.
Would that every Christian tongue
which is now too often used in report-
ing and discussing the failings of good
men and the sins of the ungodly, could
learn to tell the tale of Christ’s infinite
compassion! ¢ Life and death are in
the power of the tongue.” ‘ By thy
words shalt thou be justified, and by
thy words shalt thou be condemned.”
— Exchange.

s
ABOUT CATS.

BY FLORA.

I was hoping some one would an-
swer Annie M. F’s inquiry for a remedy
for the fleas that annoy her little pet.

I have sometimes had kittens troub-
led with them, and I never liked to put
on insect powder or snuff for fear of
doing more harm than good.

I have sometimes washed them in
warm water, a little sudsy, and then
picked off the fleas. But there is great
danger that the patient will take cold
in consequence, unless kept a close
prisoner in some warm place where no
draught of air can strike it until dry.

When kittens are healthy and grow-
ing well they are not so apt to be
troubled with fleas, and in order to be
healthy, kittens, like children, require
the right kind of food, and plenty of
it, and plenty of outdoor air. So give
little puss all the warm bread and milk
she will eat morning and night, and

for dinner something from your table—

what should never be told, surely thisl

potato and cooked meat or fish, taking
care there are no bones in it. Never
give raw meat or liver to growing kit-
tens. Too much meat of any sort will
cause them to have fits, and is as bad
for them as none at all. Give catnip
occasionally. Sometimes when Jump-
ish or ailing, a dish of oysters or a nice
bit of lamb will set all righs.

Scme may think it foolish to make
so much fuss over a cat, but if I have
one for a pet, I feel as much in duty
bound to provide for its comfort and
health as I do to take proper care of
my canaries. If you have no shed or
barn where pussy can stay nights turn
down a barrel on the sunny side of
the house or in some sheltered corner;
make it stationary and protect the en-
trance in some way; partly fill with
straw, dry leaves, husks or something
of the sort, and with an old piece of
carpet or flannel for a counterpane,
pussy will have a nice comfortable lit-
tle bed which can be renovated at your
pleasure.

Treated in this way I think she will
be rid of fleas before spring, and if
kept healthy and plump I do not think
they will trouble her very much an-
other year.

However a great deal depends on
locality, in some places cats will be
troubled with them more or less any-
way, but so far as my experience goes,

fleas.
R b .
THE RIGHT USE OF STATUARY.

The art of expressing ideas, in hard
or soft material, by ehiseling or mould-
ing, is an old one, ante-dating history.
In fact, like painting,, poetry, and the
whole range of the so-called fine arts,
it is a component part or expression
of that divine image or rationality
which is at once the grace and crown
of man. While the art of sculpture
is thus inherent in the race itself, and
ever manifest, in greater or less de-
gree, within and outside of the con-
fines of history, the names of Phidias
and Michael Angelo, in indelible lines
on the shores of time, mark the swell-
ings of the art towards perfection.

That sculpture is the highest of the
arts within the range of man’s ability,
and therefore, in the hands of ungodly
men, a subtle and powerful instrument
of debasement—and, at the same time,
showing there must have been mas-
ters in those days—Jehovah’s canon
against it to his ancient chosen people
seems to show. And alittle reflection
will make the reason apparent. Ap-
preciation of statuary, unlike pictures
or poetry, needs no long - continued
cultivation of taste of color nor tech-
nical education into the intricacies of
language. - The higher the conception
and genius of the artist, and the lower
the mental scale of the beholder, the
more powerful and overcoming the
effect. But what may be used as a
means to create awe, and fear in the
ignorant can inspire adoration and
love in the cultivated, and hence, un-
der altered conditions, ‘¢ the greater
the curse” may be transmuted into
‘“the greater the blessing;” and the
sculptor of the temple, who by his
devices once obscured God and de-
based his fellows, may now become
the sculptor of the household, and

minister, by his ¢ sermons in stones,”

the more healthy the cat the fewer the}

the incoming ‘¢ peace on earth and
good will to men.”

These few thoughts were evoked
by a recent half-hour’s enjoyment of
the ideas enshrined in a few of the
groups executed by, in our opinion,
one of the greatest—because of his
evident didactic object — of living
sculptors, John Rogers, whose studio
is at 1155 Broadway, New York.
Without detraction of his other crea-
tions, we think no one can look five
minutes upon ¢ Checker Playing up at
the Farm,” without—in addition to
enjoying the nopplussed expression of
the defeated city gentlemen—in imag-
ination feeling the summer zephyr
fanning his brow and smelling the per-
fume of the woods, as in vacation-
time; and if any young matron should
once get a glimpse of ¢ Weighing the
Baby,” we pity the husband whe
should refuse to make it a periaanent
fixture of the home. And the price of
these love - inspiring, liberty - preach-
ing, patriot-making, mirth-provoking,
health - creating groups places them
within the reach of almost every

household in the land.
—_——— 0 ———

GOLDEN GRAINS.

*Tis well to walk with a cheerful heart,
Wherever your duties call,

With friendly glance, and an open hand
And a gentle word for all.

Since life is a thorey and difficult path,
‘Where toil is the portion of man,

'We all should endeavor in passing along
To make it as smooth as we can.

—What is done at once is never for-
gotten.

—Proud hearts and lofty mountains
are always barren.

—Had there never been a clound there
had never been a rainbow.

—The veil which covers the face
of futurity is woven by the hand of
mercy.

—The present with its duties, and
the future with its bopes, are all we
have to do with.

—Dean Swift says, “I never wonder
te see men wicked, but I often wender
to see them not ashamed.”

—Nothing is wholly good or bad.
There are dark spots in the sun and
bright ones in the coal mine.

—When charity walks into the low-
est places of want, we see the beautiful
purity of her robes most distinctly.

—He who refuses to do justice to
the defenseless will often be found
making unreasonable concessions to
the powerful.

—There is not a heart but has its
moments of longing, yearning for
something better, nobler, holier, than
it knows now.

—The beloved of the Almighty are
the rich who have the humility of the
poor, m}d the poor who have the mag-
nanimity of the rich.

—One reason why the world is not
reformed, is because every man is bent
on reforming others, and never thinks
of reforming himself.

—Thou oughtest to be nice, even to
superstition, in keeping thy promises;
and, therefore, thou shouldst be equal-
ly cautious in making them.

—False friends are like our shadow
keeping close to us while we work
in the sunshine, but leaving us the in-

stant we cross into the shade.
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LETTERS FROM THF FPEOPLE,

Megars. I. L. Cragin & Co., of Philadel-
phia, Pa., who are the manufacturers and
sole proprietors of the world renowned Dob-
bin#’ Electric Soap, having had their atten-
tion called to the frequent letters in THBR
HOUSEHOLD regarding their soap, authorize
us to egay that ¥ will send a sample by
mail to any lady desi to test its merits for
herself, upon receipt f 15 cents to }my post-
age, rlelle:r make no charge for the soap,
the money exaotly uﬁmya the postage. We
would like to have all who test the soap write
us their honest opinion of it for publication in
THE HOUSEHOLD,

Epitor HousErOLD,—Sir ;—I wish
to acknowledge through your columns
the receipt of a bar of Dobbins’ Elec-
tric Soap, also to give my testimony
as to its merits. I consider it the best
soap I have ever used, Indeed it is all
that it is represented to be. I have
recommended it to several of my
friends; one of them has sent with
me and purchased a box of sixty bars
and others intend to do so.

Mgzs. W. PETERSOX.

St. Helena, Napt Co., Cal.

Dear Mr. CrowELL:—I have tried
Dobbins’ Electrie Soap and found it to
be all that it was represented to be
and more than I expected. I can do
my washings with one-half the time
and strength that I could with the old
soap in the old way. I think by the
invention of this soap they have con-
ferred a greater blessing on woman,
than any inventor of washing ma-
chines could have done. It deserves
even more praise than it gets. I am
ready to recommend it every time.

Mgs. S. A. BALDWIN.

Baraboo, Sauk Co., Wis.

DeAr Bik :—I received my sample of
Dobbins’ Electric Soap, gave it a
trial according to directions, and was
very much pleased with the result.
My clothes look clean and white with
very little rubbing and it saves a great
deal of hard work, I am going to have
my grocer keep it for sale. It is bet-
ter than any other soap I ever used.
It is wonderful how it takes out the
dirt from clothes just by soaking them
a few moments in the suds. I recom-
mend it to all my friends. With many
thanks I remain yours respectfully,

MRS, HEXRY PAYNE.

Waterbury, Conn.

Dear HousenoLD. — My trial of
Dobbins’ Electric Soap, was a success
and I can faithfully say that it far sur-
passes any other soap that has ever
come to my notice. Every one that
can obtain it ought never to be with-
out it, and as I see there is an agency
in almost every state in the Union, no
one needs to be without it as it is very
easy to bave their grocer get it and
keep it for sale. It does full jastice to
all that has been said about it. I shall
never be without it while it can be
bought. Mns. KATE STARR.

Qodfrey, I11.

DearHoUusEHOLD.~-I received asam-
ple of Dobbins’ Electric Soap, in Sept.
last, and have used the soap ever since.
I can truthfully say, it is all its friends
say. It takes less time, the clothes
look whiter and nicer, and all in all,
the soap is cheaper and better than
any soap I have used. I haveordered
two boxes of it to-day from Boston.

Mgs. A. B. CUSHING,

Hingham, Mass.

MRr. CroweLL,—Dear Sir:—I am
satisfled that Dobbins’ Electric Soap
is the best soap I ever used.

Timkhannock, Pa. MRs. E. PALEN.

DEA NESS RELIEVED. No medi-
cine. Book free. G.J. Wood,
Madison, Ind.

Imperial Egg Food is the name given
to a most excellent article, for feeding
hens, and remorseclessly enticing them
to lay “ good egge for gentlemen.” See
advertisement in another column.

WEBSTER’S UNABEIDGED DICTION-
ARY FREE, See Trial Trip, onlast page.

A pure, safe, and gtrictly vegetable
medicine of extraordinary curative
properties is DR. BULLOCK'S KIDNEY
REMEDY NEPHRETICUM. Bright's Dis-
ease, Kidney, Bladder and Glandular
complaints, Diabetes, Gravel Suppres-
gien and Incontinence of Urine, Affec-
tions peculiar to Females, Dropsy and
care relieved at once by its use. Itis
prescribed daily by Phystcians in their
practice. Circulars containing undeni-
able proofs sent free, Address W. G.
Hopking, Proprietor, Providence, R. I.
For sale by all druggists. 512d

THE NEW YORK OBSMRVER is out
with its prospectus for the ffty-Afth
year. It is a large paper of the first
elass, and sheuld be in every family in
the land. Those who do not take it
should send for a specimen copy at
once, or, better yet, should send the
price for a year, Any person desiring
a comprehensive weekly newspaper,
filled with just the news that every
family wants, and free from clap-trap
or objectionable matter of any kind,
will hardly do better than to send $3.15
to 8. 1. Prime & Co., 87 Park Row, New
York, and receive the OBSERVER post-
paid.

TEN CENTS for Three Months (post-
age paid). See A Trial Trip, on last
page.

Ditson & Co. have in press, and will
soon issue the following musical works.
Biographical sketches of Eminent Mu-
sical Composers, arranged in chrono-
logical order, by Madame L. R. Urbino,
including sketches of Mendelssohn,
Beethoven, Mozart, Handel, Bach,
Haydn, and all other musical celebri-
ties. Price, $2.00.

WORLD OF SOXG,

a book of 248 pages, Sheet Music Size,
comprising a fine selection of nearly
100 popular songs, ballads and duets in
a cheap form, that would cost $30.00 to
£40.00 if bought as separate pieces. The
price will be $2.50 in boards, $3.00 cloth,
and £4.00 full gilt.
GEMS OF THE DANCE,

228 pages Sheet Music Size, comprising
nearly 100 of the most beautiful of the
late Waltzes, Galopades, Polkas, Pol-
ka Redowa, &c., by Strauss, Faust,
Zikoff, Gung’l, Lamethe and other
eminent Dance musi¢ composers, It
ia to be issued as a eompanion to
the celebrated GFems of Strauss. Price
2 50 boards, $3.00 cloth and $4.00 full
gilt.

THREE MONTHS (postage paid) for ten
cents. See A Trial Trip, on last page.

IMPROVED DIARY.

The Marginal Indexed Diary, or Dai-
ly Record Book published by the Erie
Publishing Co., Erig, Pa., is the best
thing of the kind yet issued. It is con-
venient either for the pocket or desk,
and being perpetual, is good for any
year or at any time of the year. There
i an index of months across the foot of
the page, and an index of days for each
month at the side which enables the
user to turn instantly to any date de-
sired. It also contains an Alphabetical
Index for classifying the subject matter
of the book, besides thirty pages of val-
uable tables and useful information.
We have one and do not hesitate to say
it is the best thing in the line of Diaries
we have ever seen. The price is $2,
per copy, sent post paid by the publish-
ers, also tor sale by Stationers,

THE ANNUAL REGISTER.

We are in receipt of a copy of the ANNU AL
REGISTER OF RURAL AFPAIRS for 1877. ;ml»
lished at Albany, N. Y., by LUTHER TUCKER

& SoN, and mailed to any address for the'

nominal sum of 30 cents, It isthe oldest (and
now the only) publication of the kind, and
contains 150 pages of practical matter, inter-
esting to every resident In the country, illus-
trated with no less than 140 beautiful engra-
vings, almost all original, We notice partic-

ularly a capital article on * Practical Venti- ,

latien,” which discusses this all impor tant '
topic in a clear and at the same time scientifie
manner, giving fully illustrated descriptions
of all the improved systems. Elaborate al-
manac pages are prefixed, and a very useful
feature is the “Farmer’s Register,” which
gives the addresses of all the reliable dealers
in everything a farmer needs to buy—live
stock of all kinds, seeds, implements, nurs-
ery stock, &c., &c.

Mr. W. A. Pellet, of this town has begun
the manufacture of Cement Drain Pipe, and
proposes to give his attention to laying the
same the coming season. This pipe is the

|

' (.'or.m. State Poultr

For Beauty of Pchsh Savmg Labor,
Cleanliness, Durability and Cheap-
ness, Unequaled.

MORSE BROS., Prop’s, Canton, Mass.

IMPERIAL EGG FOOD.

TRADE MARK,

= 22
PATENTED FEB.

WILL MAKE HENSLAY.
Jsed by the best pouitry men all over the country.

Paekages by mail for 50c and $1.00. Circulars with
testimonials free. References: H. T, Sperry. Pres’t.

%4, 1875,

Soe’y. H. H. Stoddard, Author of

* Egg Farm » and Editor ‘‘ Poultry W orld.” Geo. P,

same as that made by 8. E. Todd, of Bridge-| Burnham. Author of *“Diseases of domestic Poultry.”

port, Conn., well known a8 being first class
in every respect.

SPOONS AND FORKS.

BUY DIRECT OF

Mannfacturers at Wholesale Prices.

Made of Steel, Plated with white Alabata Met-
al; they will wear llke silver and last tem years.
Six Teaspoons, 40c; 6 Tablespoons, 60c; 6 Table
forks, 70c; by mail on rece 1pt ot price. Olive,
Oval and Tlppul patterns. Bamples and terms
to Grangers or Patrons, 50c. 1-2m

EBECTRO PLATE CO., NORTHFORD, CONN.

BEAUTIFUL CHROMO—A Sleighride Party,
of exeellent finlsh and artistically colored,
size 13x20, sent by mail postpaid for 30 ets.;
4 for $1. E. BUSHNEBLL, Brattleboro, Vt.

2 FA®OY CARDS, all styles, with name, 10c.
pestpaid, J. B] HUSTED, Nassau, N, Y.
~4m

ARE CHANCE! One pack confldential,
three fancy photographs, Language, Fan,
Flowers and ledLerclllef all for 10¢ and green
stamp. H. M. COO Klafsbt(). MERIDEN, CONN.
9HFLOWERING PLANTS FOR §[ 95
BY MAIL, POSTPAID. .
YOUR CHOICKE from ever 150 varieties,
some of which gee below. Abutilons, Achimi-
nes, Bouvardias, Begonias, Callas, Cobeas, Cup-
heas, Coleus, Cactus, Daises, 3 varieties, Dent-
zlas, Fucheias, Ferns, Geraniums (either Ivy,
Silver, or Zonale-leafed sorts), Gladiolus, Hoy-
as, Hellotropes, Ivies, Jasmines, Lantanas, Myr-
tles. Pansies, Pomegranates, Pilea, Smilax, Ste-
vias, Selaniums, Tuberoses, Tulips, Violets, Ze-
phranthes. Ten of the above for 50 cents, Cat-
alogue free. HILLSIDE GREENHOUBES AT NEW
BRIGHTON, BEAVER CO., PA 1-3h
THOMAS ELV. L,RhON Proprietor.

A ENTS — For 400 Papers & Magazines
anted. (. W. Benxett, Gon. Ag't, Quincy, Mich.

10-4adv

%103 day to Agents canvassing for our
Imoks ]‘e rms and Qutfits Free. 1-8m
UNT & CO., Rockland, Mass,

Howe's Standard Scales,
THE BEST IN USE.

Dorn’t fail to see samples of these
superior scales before purchasing any
other kind.

Call on or address,

Benj. R. Jenne,
Brattleboro, Vt.,
Gen'l Agent for Sonthern Vermont,

REMEMBER

We send THREE NUMBERS for Ten Cents

and give one cepy ot

Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary Free

to the person sending in the largest number of

TRIAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

Before April 1st, 1877.

old by Druggists and Grocers,
A! LEI\ & E;IILR“ 00D, Proprietors,
29 [’eml St v }{ARiFORD Co‘m.

s Also, ’.Km‘on Hlnllll
Fraits, &e. Larger
stock and lower prices
lhan ever before. Qual-

extra; warranted

gl nuilw and true.
Price and De
sC riptn r- [.Mt free.
. 8. HUBBARD,
Fredonia, N. y:

DIAMONIZED Metal Knife and Scissors
Sharpener, Glass Catter and Ice Pick in one.

e !{ t in the world,” ** Wouldn’t sell it for §5,” *“Is worth a dozen
o n«l.- c-f Mr !niun---w 1{[ S\unpl»s hy maily
J (_Ai'h.\VLLL Mlh}’(v U-’)., LllEﬁlllRR.. CUNN.
5-11

Fifty pages—300 Tllustrations, with Descriptions of
thousands of the best Flowers and Vegetables in the
world, and the way to grow them—all for a TWo CERT
pcmtnpv stamp. Printed in German and English.

ick’s F'loral Giuide, Quarterly, 25 cents a year,

Vick’s Flower and Vegetable Giarden, 50
cents in paper; in ( l{‘ ant cloth covers, $1.00,

ddress AMES VICK, Rochester, N, Y.

£% WARNE®’S NhALTH CORSET,
With Skirt Supporter and
’ S¢lf-Adjusting Pads,
Secures HEAvTH and Comront of
Body, with Grack and BgavTy of
Form. Three Garments in one.
Approved by all rhysicians,

A AGENTS WANTED,
4, _Samples by mail, in Coutil, $2;
% Satteen, $1 75. To Agenla at
25 centsless, Order size two
J lnches smaller than waist mea-
{ sure over the dress.

&\ Warner Bros, 763 Broadway, K.Y,
10-6b

NOTICR. We have huw
lN.l mest and bost sollg
|t!fmur} Packagein va
nrl:i it centalus |
sheots of upel 18 euvel

apes, pencil, penhelder, n!\'ls'n pen ,and a p ma 0(\ni|m‘r 1o
Jewelry. Complete samp o package, with Ll‘. sut gold-plated
sleeve buttons, apd ladles’ fashinable fan Set, pla and
dmpi post-pal h}a ceuts. Aqkazes, Wik assorted Jow-
ey, §.0, Slid Gold Patant lever Watch free to M) agents,

BRIDE & ©0., 768 Broadway, N. V.

lm—,¢,i}7g,
KIDDER' PASTILLES i - Astim,

E'“)W'PLL & CO.
&4 Charlestown, Mass.

iy

AGEN'lI'B WANTED to sell

10 DOLLARS PER DA

SHUTTLE e MH.cOhMlm‘
Addresy Johnsen Olu i Co., Bo-'.u Msn.
Clty; Pitmbusgh, P 1 Givago, T oF Bt Louis, Moy 0

Hall’s Hair Renewer
Turns gray Hair dark. Removes dandruff,
Leals humors of the scalp and makes the
Hair grow thick and glossy.

THIS PAPER IS ON FILE WITH

Where Advertising Oont'mm can be made,
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DEBILITY AND NERVOUS HEADACHE.

Chronige, sick or nervouns headache is
generally dependent on, or accompa-
nied by, impaired digestion, by which
the circulation and nutrition of the
brain are deranged, and the mervous
centres vitiated. The PERUVIAN SYR-
UP, by reinvigorating the digestive pow-
ers, lays the ax at the root of the tree;
the brain is duly nourighed, the nervous
symptoms cease, and the headache dis
appears,

A REMARKABLE CURE.

Wesat Townsend, Vt., May 14, 1860.
Messrs, 8. W.Fowle & Son:

In the spring of 1847 I took a severe
cold, which settled on my lungs, where
it rémained without relaxation. I was
then in Masgachusetts, and growing
worse and becoming unable to attend
to my business, I returned home and
commenced searching in earnest for
some medicine which would restore my
lost health, I consulted physicians, 1
tried many remedies, but obtained no
help, but daily grew worse. I had a
terrible cough and raised a good deal
ef blood. Ihad profuse night sweats,
and severe pain in my side. I contin-
ued in this state for months, and be-
came so weak that it was with great
difficulty I could walk, when I was ad-
vised to try WISTAR’S BALSAM OF
WiLD CHERRY, and to my great joy'l
soon feund that this remedy had ar-
rested the disease. I continued to use
the BALSAM to the extent of five bottles,
and have since then experienced mo
dificulty of the lungs. 1 believe the
BALSAM saved my life, and I shall ever
hold it in high estimation.

Yours truly, LEWIS PHELPS,

SCHENCK’S PULMONIC SYRUP, SEA
WEED TONIC, AND MANDRAKE PILLS.
—These deservedly celebrated and pop-
ular medicines have affected a revolu-
tion in the healing art, and proved the
fallacy of several maxims which have
for many years obstructed the progress
of medical science. The false supposi-
tion that “Consumption is incurable”
deterred physicians from attempting to
find remedies for that disease, and pa-
tients afflicted with it reconciled them-
gelves to death without making an ef-
fort to escape from a doom which they
supposed unavoidable. It is mnow
proved, however, that consumption can
be cured, and that it has been cured in a
very great number of cages (some of
them apparently desperate ones) by
Schenck’s Pulmonic Syrup alone; and
in other cases by the same medicine in
connection with Schenck’s Sea Weed
Toni¢c and Mandrake Pillg, one or both,

case.

Dr. Schenck himself, who enjoyed
uninterrupted good health for more
than forty years, was supposed, at one
time to be at the very gate of death, his
physgicians having pronounced his case
hopeless, and abandoned him to his
fate. He was cured by the aforesaid
medicines, and, since his recovery,
many thousands similarly affected have
used Dr. Schenck’s preparations with
the same remarkable snccess.

Full directions accompany each, mak-
ing it not absolutely necessary to per-
sonally see Dr. Schenck unless patients
wish their lungs examined, and for this
purpose he is professionally at his prin-
cipal office, Corner Sixth and Arch Sts.,
Philadelphia, every Monday, where all
letters for advice must be addressed.
Schenck’s medicines are sold by all
druggists.

CAN BE DYED IN FORTY SECONDS.

Ribbons, Ties, Scarfs, or any article
made of gilk or'wool, can be almogt in-
ptantly dyed by the use of the cele-
brated LEAMON’S DYES, A wash bowl
of hot water ig all that is necessary for
small articles. It is a pastime rather
than work to use them, and many dol-
lars can be saved every year. Any fab-
ric made of silk or wool will take splen-
did colors. Full directions with each
package, also to color Feathers, Hair,
Ivory, Everlasting flowers and allkinds

52 Times for 100 Genis!

o Under our Great CENTENNIAL
X OFFER we will send “ THE RU-
RAL HOME” Qne Year to any ad-
% dress for Only ONE DOLLAR —
Postage but Fifteen Cents Extra.
% No other paper published ig so cheap,
as none other of its kind is 8o neat, so
1~ bure, so well adapted to ALL RURAL
Homes, It is Agricultural, Liter-
81 ary and Domestic. Lowest CLUB
Price, heretofore, $1.50. Our new of-
2 fer makes Evergbody his own Agent,
and gives him commission on his own

subscription, Address, with the

52

$1.15, or for specimen,

A1 THE RURAL HOME,
Rochester, N. Y.

50 Times for 100 Cents'

‘* A Repository of Fashion, Pleasure,
and Instruction.’”

Harper’s Bazar.

IILLUSTR ATED.
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TERMS:
Pogtage free to all Subscribers in the United States.
HARPER’S BAZAR,One year ....... $4 00

$4 00 includes prepayment of U. S. postage by
the publishers.

Subseriptions fo HARPER'S MAGAZINE, WEEK-
LY, and BAZAR, to one address for one year,
$1000; or, two of Harper's Periodicals, to one an~
dress for one year, $7 00: posiage free.,

An extra Copy of either the MAGAZINE, WEEK-
LY, or BAZAR will be supplied gratis for every
Club of FIVE SUBSCRIBERS at 84 00 each, in one
remillance; or, Six Copies for $20 00, withoul ex-
tra copy: postage free.

Back Numbers can be supplied at any time.

The Volumes of the Bazar commence with
the year. When no time is mentioned, it will be
understood that the subscriber wishes to com-
mence with the number next after the receipt
of his order.

The Annunal Volumes of HARPER'S Ba-
ZAR in neat cloth binding will be sent by ex-
press, free of expense, for $7 00 each., A com-
plete Set, comprising Nine Volumes, sent on
receipt of cash at the rate of $5 25 per vol.,
JSreight at expense of purchaser.,

Cloth Cases for each volume, suitable for bind=
ing, will be sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of
$1 00 each.

Indexes to each volume sent gratis on receipt
of stamp.

Address HARPER & BROTHERS, New York.

Holiday Mmusic Books!

Two Splendid Volumes for Presents,

The World of Song!

Pricein Bds $2.50, Cloth$3.00. Gilt$4.00.
_ Rarely have we issued a book of songs includ-
ing such a variety of really first-class and popu-
lar Vocal Music. 250 pages, full Sheet Music
size. Bongs by nearly sixty different compos-
ers, and among the compositions are many sach
gems as ** Come to me gquiekly,” * Golden Locks
are Silver,” “ My Heart’s best Love,” * She’s a
R{:ﬁ._\:‘. she’s a Posy,” and Millard’s ** Whippoor-
will.

‘We publish 19 valuable collections, uniform
with the * WORLD™ and * GEMS.” Send for
Catalogue of * HOME MUSICAL LIBRARY,” and
select one or more of its books for Christmas,

Gems of the Dancel

A Companion to the famous* Gems of Strauss!

$2.50 in Boards, $3.00 Cloth, $4.00 Gilt.

The “GEMS OF STRAUSS™ had a wonderful
success, and this new work Is fully its equal, and
contains the recent ** Strauss ¥ pieces, and man
others by Gung’l, Lamothe, Faust, Coote, Zikoff,
and other eminent composers. 232 pages, full
Sheet Musle size, well filled with Waltzes,
Galops, Polkas, Quadrilles, etc.

Either book mailed, post-free, for Retail Price.

OLIVER DITSON & CO.,
BOSTON.
C. . Ditson & Co,, J.E.Ditson & Co.,
711 Broadway, Successors to Lee &
New York. ‘Walker, Philadelphia.

STEINWAY PIANOS.
The Best is the Cheapest.

The Stelnway Planos, for FULLNESS, CLEAR~
NESS and PURITY of TONE and TUOROUGHNESS
OF WORKMANSHIP, are unequalled. The major=
ity of the leading artists throughout the world
prefer them for their own use and concede to
them the highest degree of excellence,

EDWARD CLARK, Agent, Brattleboro, Vi.

of fancy work,

Also, Agent for the Behning & Klix
*“and the Estey Cotta;e Orml"tmoe,

BIGLOW & MAIN’S

PUBLICATIONS

Are the Best!

FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
Brightest and Best, $30 per 100 Copies.
Royal Diadem,....$30 per 100 Copies.
Pure Gold,-.......%30 per100 Copies.

Any of above sent by mail on recept of 35 cents.
Book of Praise,....$40 per 100 Copies.
Sent by mail on receipt of 50 cents.

FOR PRAYER MEETINCS.
Gospel Hymus,....$30 per 100 Copies.
Sent by mail on receipl of 35 cents.
Winnowed Hymns, $25 per 100 Copies.
Song Evangel,....$25 per 100 Copies.
Either sent by mail on receipt of 30 cents.

BSold by Booksellers and Music Dealers Everywhere. W
BIGLOW & MAIN, PUBLISHERS,
76 East 9th St., N.Y.; 91 Washington St., Chicage.

Ayer’s Hair Vigor
Restores gray Hair to its uriginal color, thick
ens thin Hair, and stops its falling. It
is an elegant Dressing.

Charles J. Root
MERCHANT TAILOR,

Is receiving a fine line of goods for Fall and
Winter Wear. He will keep on hand a well se-
lected stock of

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC G00DS.

By baying garments well made and trimmed.

and Guaranteeing Satisfaction in all cases, he

hopes to merit and receive a liberal share of

public patronage. CHAS. Y. ALLYN, Cutter.
No. 9 Brooks Block, Brattleboro, Vt.

FOWLE’S

PILE AND HUMOR CURE.
WARRANTED a perfect cure in all the worst
forms of PILES, LEPROSY, SCROFULA, RHEUMA-
TISM, SALT RHEUM, CATARRH, KIDNEY DiIs-
EASEB, and all diseases of the SKIN, and the great-
est BLOOD PURIFIER ever discovered. KEntirely
Vegetable, Internal and external use, Money
réeturned in every case of failure, H.D.FOWLE
& CO., Montreal and Boston. Sold everywhere.
$1 a bottle. Send tor Pamphlets. 11-3eomd

EMPLOYMENT,

Pleasant and profitable. Catalogue with full par-
ticulars and sample free. E. M. DOUGLAS,
2-12 Brattleboro, Vit.

wnRKAND MUNE Our new method of
* introdnecing the Home
Guest carries everything before it. Our premi-
ums beat the world. Don’t be idle a day. Par-
ticulars free. Sample of paper superbly illus-
trated, with choice Moss-rose Cross, 10 cts. J.
LATHAM & Co., 415 Washington Street, Boston,
Mass. 4-12e

UNEQUALED OFFER.

_A MONTH’S AMMUNITION FREE.

_— o)
Tramps, Burglars and Thieves infest all parts
of the Country. Every Ono Sheuld go Armed,

Thisis
the Weapon
for Police,
Bankers, and
Housechold use.

§000 Testimonials.

22.Cal., kept
by all dealers.

Uses Regular

Auto-

NOLUDING 100 CARTRIDGES!
EvErYy REVOLVER WARRANTED

“TrRAMPS TERROR.”
$3' |

Our NEW Model LONG RANGE Revolver,

Full Nickel Silver Plated and best English
Steel, Rifled Barrel; Deadly Accuracy

and Long Range combined
matic action,Cylinder revolves

when Hlammer is raised

=9 In short, the best low
Q priced revolversei-
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HROMOS of all kinds. Twenty 9x11 monnt-

ed for $1.00. Largest assortment. Two sam-
ples free by mail for 20c. J. LATHAM & CO.,
419 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 4-12e

$5 10 $20 per day at home. Samples worth

$1 free. STINSON & Co., Portland,
10-12r Maine,

AGENTS WANTED for the NEW

FARMER'S BOOK

Gives full information on all kinds of Farm-
work, Drainage, Fertilizers, Rotation of Crops,
and Farm-Stock. Includes a most valuable and
practical treatise on House-building, and book
of Les.ml forms and Laws for farmers, The most
valuable farmer’s book ever published. For full
-Jescription and terms address, 1-1

. C. McCURDY & CO., Philadelphia, Pa.

2 ~ NEW YEAR’S CARDS, with name,
e} post-paid, 50 cis. Agents Wanted.
1-1 L. F. WRIGHT, Hillsdale, Mich.

P. 0. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine.

})j m&;{] a week to Agents. Bamples FREE.
§-12;

$'| 2 a day at home, Agents wanted. Outfit and
terms free. - TRU ﬁ)_&RCO., Augusta, Maine
2r

5 ELEGANT CHROMO CARDS, in
Card Case, (new designs. Flowers and
Leaves), suitable for Visiting Cards, Rewards of
Merit, Book Marks, &c.. sent post-paid tor 2c.
and 3¢. stamp, printed, 10c. a line extra. 12-3
JEWETT CARD CO., NEW HAVEN, CT.

3"75 Gns el o o 9106 25

days by the late decline in stocks.
The judicious management of

STOCK CONTRACTS

on the privilege plan always ensures a good re-
turn; often ten times the investment in as many
days, Send for information and the ** New
System of assured profits,”? free.

Gold and s 7. POTTER WICET & C0.,
Stock Brokers, 36 Wall Street, New Tork.

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla
Purifies the Blood, cures Scrofula and dis-
eases of the Skin.

B100 v s ro v $1,700

during the past few months, under our improved
system of operating in STOCKS. Book containing

full informatin sent on apgiicatlou. TRUM-
BRIDGE & CO., Bankers & Brokers, 92 Broadway,
New York.
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0 YOUR OWN PRINTING

Favorite Self-Inker, $16
Presses from 83 to §125. ffice
complete 85, 1000 sold. Send
10c. for splendid book of Presses,
Type, Cuts, &c. 68 pages, nicely
bound and beantifully illustra-

ted, with jnstrnotions,” worth . .
New Book—issued May 1st, 1876,
M & CO.,

B GORBA ks
299 Washington St., Boston
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Will Knit 20000 Stitches in « Minut

THE HOUSEHOLD fo 107

Fourth Annual List of
SPECIAL PREMIUMS!
Open to All

Our plan of giving Speecial Premiums to our
agents as a reward for special effort in procur- |
ing subseribers to THE HOUSEHOLD has proved
B0 satlsfactory in the past that we renew their
offer for the coming season. It will be remem-
bered that these prizes are. given in addition to
any regular premiums or ¢ommissions to which |
the agents may be entitled.

To the agent sending us the largest list of
yearly subscribers previous to May 1st 1877 we
will give

A COTTAGE ORGAN, worz% $200.
For the Second largest [ist

A GOLD WATCH, worsz $160.

For the Third,

either A SEWING MACHINE, worth §80,
or APPLETON'S AMERICAN CYCLOPEDLA, worth $50,

For the Fourth,

cither AN ELEGANT SIEVER TEA SET, worth $70.
or A 8ILVER WATCH, worz4 $50.

For the Fifth, Prang’s Beautiful Chromo,

REMINISCENCES OF AN OLD MAN, worth $25.

ANOTHER LIST

DESIGNED FOR COUKTY AGENTS.

The campaign of 1877, as heretofore, will be
conducted mainly by COUNTY AGENTS of whom
we have appelnted a large number. We hope
soon to have one in each county in the United
States. Phese agents receive a circular contain-
Ing terms, ete., and giving the guota of sub-
seribers to be raised in the county, based upon
its population, location, and other circumstances,
and the one who shall send us the largest list of
yearly subscribers from his County in proportion
to the quota assigned to it, betore May lst 1877
will recelve

A SEWING MACHINE, wors% $76.

For the Second largest list we will give

AN ELEGANT SILVER TEA SET, werth $30,

A SILVER WATCH. worth $35

For the Fourth,

A BICKFORD KNITTING MACHINE, worth $20,

For the Fifth
A CHILD'S CARRIAGE, worz% 20.

For the Sixth

A GROUP OF STATUARY worth $15.

For the Seventh,

A BECKWITH SEWING MACHINE, worth $13.
For the Eighth, Prang’s Brilliant Chromo,
SUNSET IN CALIFORNIA, worth $10,
For the Ninth

Family Scales, (24 1bs.) worth $5.

For the Tenth
A Goid Pen, worth $3,

Hemember these premiums are to be given to
the agents procuring the largest number of sub-~
scribers in proportion to their guotas—so thai
all have an equal chauce, and the most valuable
premium may be em’uq,l by a comparatively
small list,
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A Family Knitting Machine !

Now attracting nmiversal attention by its as-
tonishing performances and its great practical
value for every day family It knits every
possible variety of plain or fancy work

WITH ALMOST MAG&!CAL SPEED,

and gives perfect shape and finish to all garments,
1t will knit @ pair of socks in firteen minutes '
Every machine WARKA NTED perfect, and
to do just what is represented.
A complete instruction book accompanles each
machine.
No. 1 Family Machine, 1 cylinder, 72 needles, $30,
No. 8§ = 2 % .72&100% 40,
A sample machine will be sent to any part of the
United States or Canada, (where we have no
agent), express charges pre=paid, on receipt of thé

price
T8 wanted in every State, County, City

AGE
and Town, to whomg very liberal discounts will be
made.

Address,

BICKFORD KNITTING MACHINE MF@, CO.,

6itt Brattleboro, Vermont.
SOLE MANUFACTURERS.

“ I'nguestionably the best sustained
work of the Kind in the World.”?

Harper’s Magazine.
ILILUSTR ATEID.

TERMS:

Postage free to all Subscribers in the United States.

HARPER'S MAGAZINE, one year . ... $00

$4 00 includes prepayment of U, 8. postage by
the publishers.

Subscriptions to HARPER'S MAGAZINE, WEEK~
LY, and BAZAR, io one address for one year,
$10 00; or, two of Harper's Periodicals, to one ad~-
dress for one year, $7 00: postage free.

An Eztra Copy of either the MAGAZINE, WEEEK-
LY, or BAZAR will be supplied gratis for every
Club of FIVE SUBSCRIBERS af $4 00 each, in one
remitlance; or, Six Copiesjfor $20 00, without ex-
tra copy: postage free.

Back Numbers can be supplied at any time,

The Volumes of the Mugazine commence
with the Numbers for June and December of
each year. Subscriptions may commence with
any number. When no time is specified, it
will be understood that the subscriber wishes
to begin with the first number of the current
volume, and back numbers will be sent accord-
ingly.

A Complete Set of HARPER'S MAGAZINE, oW

rising 53 -Volumes, in neat cloth binding,
ent by express, freight at expense of
I r, for $2 25 per volume. Single vol-
umes, by mail, posipaid, $3 00. Cloth cases, for
binding, 58 cents, by mail, postpaid.

A Complete Analytical Index to the first Fifty
Volumes of HARPER’S MAGAZINE has just been
published, renderin railable reference the
vast and varied wealth of information whict
constitutes this periodical a perfect illustra
literary cyclopedia. 8vo, Cloth $3 00; Half Calf,
$525. Sent postage prepaid.

Address HARPER & BROTHERS, New York.

a REAT

have been made in these

Household Favorites
We want 1-31'1:‘815]31;; l;\s;tulzf:}‘u

THE COLBY WRINGER,
COLBY'S LITTLE WASHER,

Both work perfectly in one tub, lessening the
toil and labor, saving the Clothes, being lignt to
handle, easy to work, they carry pleasure and
happiness into every kitchen and laundry they
enter, FULLY WARRANTLD.

MANUFACTURE

COLBY wnmsm"ﬁd’ﬁmv,

Waterbury, Vermont.

ac

ABORE VALUABLE THAN @O0LDI—

Why do you suffer from that loathsome

disease Catarrh? when a sure and safe
remedy can be had by using

DR, WADSWORTH’S DRY-UP.
It has cured thousands of this disguasting com-
plaint, when all other remedies have failed. Send
stamp for pamphlet, to H., H. BURRINGTON,
Providence, R. 1. Also for sale by Geo, C. Good-
win & Co., Boston.

DELAYS ARE DANGEROUS.

URRINGTON'S VEGETABLE CROUP SY-

RUY never falls to CURE the CROUP.
The best Medicine to break up a FEVERK or
COMMON COLD. A Sure Relief for
WHOOPING COUGH, Trt; it once, and
you will never sleep without it. Beware of imi-
tations. For sale by H. H. BURRINGTON,
Providence, R. L.: also by Geo. C. Goodwin &
Co., Boston.

IMPROVEMENTS,

['obgr paysiqeisg]

*onso

.

¢ A Complete Pictorial History of the
Times.””—** The best, cheapest, and
most successful Family Faper in
the Union.

Harper?Weekly.

INLUSTR ATEID.

TERMS:

Postage free to all Subseribers in the United States.

HARPER'S WEEKLY, one year .. ... $ 00

$4 00 includes prepayment of U. 8. postage by
the publishers.

Subscriptions fo HARPER'S MAGAZINE, WEEK-
LY. and BAZAR, to one add or one year,
$10 00; or, two of Harper's Periodicals, to one ad=
dress for one year, $7 00: postage free.

An Extra Copy of either the MAGAZINE, WEEK~
LY, or BAZAR will be supplied gratis for every
Club of FIVE SUBSCRIBERS ai $4 00 each, in one
remitiance; or, Six Copies for $20 00, withoul ex-
ira copy: postage free.

Back Numbers can be supplied at any time.

The Volumes of the Weekiy commence with
the year. When no time is mentioned, it will
he understood that the subscriber wishes to
commence with the number next after the re-
ceipt of his order.

The Annual Volumes of HARPER'S WEEK
in 1 sloth hiudiu'{. will ent by expr
free of expense, for §7 00 e A Complete Set
comprising Twenty Volumes, sent on receipt of
cash at the rate of $5 25 per vol., freight al ex-
pense of purchaser.

Cloth Cases for each volume, suitable for bind-
ing, will be sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of
$1 00 each.

Indexes to each volume sent gratis on receipt
of stamp.

Address HARPER & BROTHERS, New York.
WANTED YOUNG MEN AND LADIES, to

* learn Telegraphy, and carn $45

to $9%0 per month. Extra inducements. The lar-

qest, best and most reliable College in U. 8, Send

stamp for catalogue, Address 10-4d
Telegraph College, Buffalo, M. ¥.

Ayver’s Cherry Pectoral

Cures Colds, Conghs, Bronchitis and Con-
sumption.

Beautiful Visiting Cards, no two al

20 ots. B packs, J names, $l.

white ones, 15 cta. These are printed

by a new proc enabling me to fur-

nish as nice eards as you ever saw, at

prices never known before. No nicer work in
the world at any price.

Address, W. 0. CANNON, Boston, Mass.

At Cannon’s Wholesale Card House, 712 Wash=

ington street, Boston, can be found the largest

variety and choicest styles of type and cards in

the world ; and for promptness in filling orders,

and satisfactory work his establishment is unri-

valled. Send him an order now, before you for-

get it.

the eards when they see yours,

&
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CENTRAL VERMONT RAILROAD.

WINTER ARRANGEMENT.
TRAINS GOING SOUTH.

Leave Brattleboro at 3:30 and 8:25 a.m.; at2:00
and 3:40}). m.

MAIL TRAIN.—Teave St. Albans at 6:40 a. m.,
Waterbury ut 7:30 a. m., Brattieboro at 3:40 p,
m. — connecting at New London with steamer
for New York.

NigHT EXPRESR.—Leave Ogdensburg at 10:40
a. m., Montreal at . m., St. Albans at 600 .
m., Brattleboro at 3:30 a. m., for Springfield,
New York, &c.

ALL TRAIN.—Leave 'White River Junction at
5:00 a. m., Brattleboro at 8:25 a. m., arriving at
New London at 5:15 p, m.

MIXED TRAIN.—Leave While River Junction at

Rutland at 3:30 p, m., arriving at Brai-
40 p. m.

ExrrESS TRAIN.—Leave Brattleboro at 2:00 p.,

m., reaching Miller’s Falls at 2:50 p. m.
GOING NORTH.

Leave Brattleboro at 7:00 a. m,, 10:3) a. m. 4:55

p. m., 18:20 p. m.
N.~Leave New London at 5:00 8. m.,
Brattlesoro at 10:30 a. m., for White River Junc-
tion, Rutland, Burlington, $t. Albans, Montreal,
and Ogdensburg.

MixED TRAIN.—Leave Brattleboro at 7:00 a.
m., for Bellows Falls and White River Junction.

ExPRESS TRAIN.—Leave Miller’s Falls at 11:25
a. m., arriving at Brattleboro at 12:24

3:00 p. m.,
tleboro at

p. 0.

ACCOMMODATION TRAIN.—Leave New London |
5'a. m., Brattleboro at 4:55 p. m., for White |

at 8:2
River Junction and Rutland.
NIGHT EXPRESS.—Leave Brattleboro at 10:20

p. m., for White River Junction, Burlingion, St. |

Albans, Montreal and Ogdensburg.
Pullman’s Drawing Room and Sleeping Cars
are run on night trains between Bpringfield and

Montreal.
J. W. HOBART, Gen’l Sup’t.
Bt. Albans, Vt., Nov. 22, 1875, Sur

All your neighbors will want a pack of

Household Premiums.

. We offer the following list of PREMIUM AR-
TICLES to those who are disposed to aid im
extending the circulation of THE HOUSE-
HOLD. With the number and name of each
article, we have given its cash price and the
number of subscribers, for ong year each,
required to obtain it free:

No. o1

No. PREMIUM. Price. Subs.
I1—One box Initial Stationary, $0 50 2
#—Indelible Pencil, (Clark’s, 50 2

S3—Embroidery Scissors,
4—Name, Plate, brush mk, ete.,
&6—Ladies’ 1vory handle Penknife,

6—Autograph Album, 1
7—Package Garden Seeds. 1
S—Package Flower Seeds 1
9—Half Chromo, Autumn i‘cavcs,

Winter Wren or May Flowers, 1
10—Buuter Knite, (silver plated,) 1
11—Turkey Morocco Pocket Book, 1
12—5et Jet Jewelry,
13—O0One vol. Household,
14—8ix Teaspoons. (silver plated)
15—Pair Tablespoons, (silver

plated)
16—8ix Scotch PI'd Napkin Rings,
17—Rosewood Writing Desk,
18—Rosewood Work Box,
19—Gold Pen with Silver Case,
20—FPhotograph Album,
*21—Gilt Cup
22—8ix Tea Knives, (ebony
handles,)
23-—Pie Kniie, (silver plated,)
24—8oup Larlzie, (silver plated,)
256—1 doz. Teaspoous, (silver
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plated,) 3
26—Family scales, (12 1bs., Shaler) 4
R7—8ix Tablespoons, (silver

plated,) 4
28—S8ix Dining Forks, (silver

plated,) 4 9
29—Fawily scales, (24 1bs., Shaler) 5 10
30—1 doz. Tca Knives, (cbony

handie,) 5 10
31—Sheet Musie, (Agts. selection) 5 10
*82—Child’s knife, fork and spoon 5 12
33—Hf, Chromo, Morn’g or Even’g 5 12
Sd4d—Gold Pen and Pencil, 6 13
d5—Carving Knife and Fork, 6 12
36—Spoon Holder, (silver plated,) 6 14
3 7—Folding Chair, 560 16
38—Croquet Set, 6 50 14
39—Family scales, (501bs., Shaler) 7 00 14
40—Clothes Wringer, 750 15
41—Websler’s N'tional Dictionary,6 00 15
42—Syrup Cup aud Plale, (silver

plated,) 800 18
43— Tea Kuives, (silver plated)s 04 18
d4—Fruit Dish, (gilver plated,) 700 16
45—Gold Pen and Holder, 750 17 -
46—1 doz. Tablespoons, (silver

plated,) 500 18
47—1 doz. Dining Forks, (silver

plated,) 8 00 18
4 8—Photograph Album, 10 00 18
49 —Stereoscope and 50 views, 10 00 20
S0—Elegant Family Bible, 10 00 20
& i—Folding Chair, 800 24
*52—1-2 doz. napkin rings, in case, 8 00 22
53—Child’s Carriage, 10 60
&S4—Cash, 2

25
*55—Caslor, (silver plated,) 10 00
Su—sSewing Machine, (Beckwith,) 12 00
*5 7—Cake Basket, (silver plated,) 12 00
58—Chromo, Sunlight in Winter, 10 00
59—1 doz. Tea Knives, (silver

plated,) 14 5
60—Photograph Album, 18 50
61—Webster’s Unabridged

Dictionary, 12 00
62—Folding Chair, 20 00
63—Guitar, 20 00
64—Silver Watch, (Waltham,) 20 00
*65—Ice Pitcher, (silver plated,) 20 00
66—Child’s Carriage, 25 00
G7—Silver Wateh, (Waltham,) 3500
68—Bickford Knitting Machine, 80 00 75
G9—Harper’s Pictorial Bible, 35 80
70—Cash, 3500 100
7 1—Lawn Mower, (Allen & Co.'s,)45 00 100
*72—Tea Set, (silver plated,)

elegant, 5000 100
73—Sewing Machine, (Weed,) 6000 60
74—Lamb Knitting Machine, 6500 125
76—Ladies’ Gold %\'awh, 80 00 175
76—American Cyclopedia,

(Appleton’s) 80 00 200
77—Sewing Machine, (Weed,) 100 00 1C0
¥8—Irving’s Works, (Sunnyside

Edition, 28 volumes,) 105 00 250
79—Dickew’s Works, (Riverside

Edition, 27 volumes,) 108 00 260
80—Gent’s Gold Watch, 12500 975
81—Cottage Organ, (Estey,) 150 00 150
8§2—Cooper’s Works, (Library .

Edition, 32 volumes,) 14400 350
83-Cash, 400 00 1000
S4—Fiano, 7 Oct., (Bening and

Klix,) 00 1000
85—Piano, splendid 7 Oct.,

(Bening & Klix,) 700 00 1500

Each article in the above list is new and of the
best manufacture.

A full description of the Premiums are given in
a circular which will be sent to any address on-ap-
plication. Specimen copiesof THE HOUSEHOLD
are sent free¢ to those wishing to procure sub-
scribers.

New subscribers and renewals are counted
alike for premiuws,

It is not neceasary for an agent working for any
premium to get all the subscriptions at one place
or to send them allin at one time. Theg may be
obtained in different towns or states and sent ag
convenient. Keep alist of the names and ad-
dresses and when a premium is wanted, send g
copy of this list and name the preminm selected,
All articles sent by mail are prepaid, Those sent
by express are at the expense of theé recelver.

*Preminms designated by a star are trom the

| The goods are manufactured from the best mate- ##

Luefus Hart Manufacturing Co., New York city,
rial and triple plated.
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THE HOUSEHOLD.

RICKARDS = SPRINGFIELO-MS.

DON'T. FORGET that we want a
SPHCIAL AGENT in every comunty In
the United States. Manmy ave applying
for these #pecial agencles and all are
pleased with the terms we offer. If

“you can attend to the business in yonr
eounty it WILL PAY YOU WELL to
do so.

—— e

Every new subscriber to The Hounse=
hold fer 1877, whose subscription
reaches nus by November 20th, will re-
celve two numbers of this year free.
Send early and secure the extra copies.

D B AR R

WE TRUST our young readers will not neglect

the present opportunity of obtaining a

WEBSTER'S UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY FREE.

aay- See Trial Trip, in next column.
it ip ol ebemiilaaamar
A BLUR CrOsg before this paragraph signifies
that the subscription has expired. 'We should be
pleased to have it renewed., Do not walt for an
agent to visit yon, but enclose $1.10 in a letter,
glving name and post office address plainly writ-
ten—including the Stafe—and direct the same to
@eo. E. Crowell, Brattleboro, Vt. Don’t send
Personal Checks, we cannot use them.
e e
WE CANNOT CHANGE THE DIRECTION OF A
PAPER unless informed ot the office at which it is
now received, as well as the one to which it s to
be sent.

———
PERBORS ACTING A8 OUR AGENTS are not
authorized to take sabscriptions to THE HOUSE-
HOLD at less than the published price—$1.10 per
year, including the postage.
—_— -t —————
8EE OUR OFFER of Organs and Sewing Ma-
chines for their value in sabscriptions to THE
HOUSEHOLD. We hope to send at least one of
each into every county in the United States and
Provinces in the next twelve months.
—

WANTED, & fow more good County Agents,
especially in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Pennsylva-
nia, New Jersey, and the S8outh. We give good
pay, pleasant work and permanent employment.
A few more chances left—will you take one?

—p

THE HOUSEHOLD is always discontinued at the
expiration of the time for which the subseription
was paid. Persons designing to renew their sub-
seriptions will please remember this, and by tak-
ing a little pains to send in good season save us a
large amount of labor.

—— e ——

OUR PREMIUM ARTICLES In all cases are se-
curely packed and delivered in good condition at
the express office or post office, and we are not
responsible for any loss or injury which may oc-
cur on the way. We take all necessary care in
preparing them for their journey, but do not
warrant them after they have left our hands,

———— e

OUR NEW PREMIUM.—We take great pleasure
in plaeing the Bickford Enitting Machine upon
our Premium Lists both regular and special.
‘We can most heartily recommend these ma-
chines to any and all who wish a simple, durable,
cheap, and every way eatisfactory knitting ma-
cohine, and are confident that at the very favora-
ble rate at which we offer them they will be
among the most popular premiums on our lists.

—

mence the re-publication of these admirable
letters, written by Mrs. Julia C. R. Dorr and
published in the first volume of YHE HOUSE-
HOLD. So greathas been the eall for the num-
bers containing these letters that we have but a
few coples left, and -as we shall not re-print the
volume we take this methed of supplying the
demand for them. Our readers will be glad to
know that our columns will be enrieched by ether
contribations from Mrs. Dorr at an early day.
e et

particular (some of them a geod deal more) in
writing proper names. A little eare in this re-
spect would prevent many annoying mistakes
and the trouble of writing letters of Inquiry.
Names and places so familiar to the writers thau
it seems to them that everybody must recognize
them at a glance are oftentimes serious puzzles to
strangers unless plainly written., "We will do the
best we can in all cases, but if persons will send
us puzzies they musn’t be swrprised if we den’t
always guess right.
— s ——————

AGENTS WANTED.—We want an agent in every
town to solicit subscriptions to Tne HOUSEHOLD.

A good sized list can be obtalned in almost any
nelghborhood, and a valuable premium secured
with very little effort. 'We have sent many beau-
tiful chremos, albums, ete., to persons who pro-
cured the requisite number of subscibers in an
hour’s time. It is not necessary, however, for an
agent working fer any premium to get all the sub-
scriptions at one plage or to send them all In at
one time, They may be obtained in different
towne or states and sent as convenient, A cash
premium will be given 1t preferred. See Premi-
um List in another column,
e

AGENTS DESMIRING A CAsH PREMIUM will
please retain the same, sending us the balanee of
the subscription money with the names of the
subseribers, and thus avoid the delay, expense
and risk of remailing tt. The amount of the pre-
mium to be deducted depends upon the number
of subscribers obtained, but ¢an be readily ascer-
tained by a reference to Nos. 54, 70 and 83 of
the Premium List on the opposite page. It will
be seen that from 25 to 40 cents is allowed for each
new yearly subscriber, according to the size of
the club. In case the club cannot be completed
at once the names and money may be sent as con-
venient, and the preminm deducted from the last
list. Always send money in drafts or post office
orders, when convenient, otherwise by express.

—_—

ANXY ONE MAY ACT A8 AGENT in procuring
subscribers to THE HOUSEHOLD who desire to
do so. Do not walt for a personal invitation or
especial authority from us, but send for a sample
copy, if you have none, and get all the names and
dollars you can, and send them to us, stating
which premium you have selected. If a premium
is not decided upon when the list is ferwarded, or
if other names are to be added to the list before
making the selection, let us know at the time of
sending, that all accounts may be kept correctly
Keep a list of the names and addresses and when
a premium is wanted send a copy of lhis list and
name the premium selected. Itismnouse toorder
a premium until the requisite number of sub-
scriptions bave been forwarded in accordance
with the instructions given in our Prenium List-
All articles sent by malil are prepaid. Those sent
by express are at the expense of the receiver. In
ordinary circumstances a préemium should be re-
ceived In two weeks from the time the order was

given.
— e

A TrIAL TrIP. In order to give every house-
keeper in the land an opportunity of becoming
acquainted with THE HOUSEHOLD we have de-
clded to send three numbers on frial—postage
paid—FOR TEN CENTS, to any one not already a
subscriber. This offer affords an excellent chance
for the working ladies of America to reccive for
three months the only publication in the country
especially devoted to their Interests, at a price
which will barely pay us for postage and the
trouble of maitmg. We trust our friends who
believe THE HOUSEHOLD is doing good, and
who are willing to aid in extending its influence,
will see to it that everybody 1s made acquainted
with this offer. This trial trip will be especially
an ald to our agents in affording each one an op-
portunity of putting THE HOUSEHOLD into every
family i1t his county at a trifling cost, where it
will be v ad and examined at leisure, which will
be the very best means of swelling their lists of
permanent subscribers. As an inducement to
our readers to make an effort in that direction
we will give a

Webster'sUnahridgedDictionary

.
LETTERS P8 ALICE, Wilth this issue we com-

CORRESPONDENTS will please be a little more

to the one who sends us the greatest number of
trial subseribers before April 1st. 1877,

rnexceptional advertisements will be Inserted
at ! o Bty conts per agate llope of space
€nlu inserhva,

The Largest and most Complete Stock
of Fruit and Urnamental T'rees in the
U, 8. Priced Catalogmes sent as fol-
lows: No. 1. Fruits, with colored plate, 15
cts.; piain, 10 ets. No. 2. Ornamental Trees,
ete., with plate, 25 cts. No. 3, Greenhouse; No.
4, Wholesale, and No. &, List of New Rouses,
Address,

ELLWANGER & BARRY, bt V.1

NILIPEN LADIES' SEMINARY. Winter
session opens on Monday,Jan, 8, 1877,
The full board of Instruetion will be retained.
Parents having daughters to educate are re-
spectfully invited to sorrespond with the Prin-
cl{ml. HIRAM ORCUTT, A. M.
West Lebanon, Deec. 8, 1876,

ASELL SEMINARY FOR YOUNG WO-
4 MEN, Auburndale, (near Boston,) Mass. At-
tractive home; best Instruction; special care of
Aealth, manners and morads.
CHARLES C. BRAGDON, Principal.

I ILE’S (INDUSTRIAL) HIGH SCHOOL
for Boys. Long Hill, Conn. -
| BEACH HILL, A. B., Principal.

ENJAMIN R. JENNE, General Insur-
ance and Real Estate Agent, Brattlebaro, Vt.

COCDELL CONMPANY. COODELL CONMPANY.

COODELL CO

‘Beautifnl Holiday Presents.
3 ‘We will send an Ivory and Metal Handled %
E SILVER PLATED BUTTER KNIFE

o to any address, by mail for

$1.00, or we will send ang

ijony and Metal Handled SILVER PLATED BU"I"]?I*]I;B!‘,’l
w KNIFE for 75 cents. These knives are made of .BESTF

8STEEL in the most substantial manner and o
=]
o
=
L] e L]
ha T T, ‘
-Heavily Plated with Silver,:
3 %
%and are the handsomest and best butter knives known.o
8Will also send PRICE LIST of our magnificent 8
4 b
TABLE CUTLERY,-
=) : =
o 7%
(=]
b (=]
Both Plated and not Plated. 2
. >
; We refer you to the publisher of this paper as to the:
Equality of our goods, and as to our responsibility. -
= ’ o
3 GOODELL COMPANY, S
Antrim, N. EL. n
s

ers of Woods Hot Water

-4
~
w
[=]
=]
8
COODELL COMPANY. GOODE

Sucessors to Woods Cutlery Co., and Sole manufactur-r

Proof Table Cutlery. 1-2 g
LL COMPANY. GOODELL CO.

GUSTIN'S QIRTHIEAT.

This really valuable Oimtment is now for the
first time offered to the public., For many years
its extraordinary curative virtues have been
known but to a few, it haviag been handed down
from generation to generation in one family, who,
with their friends, have been the only ones ben-
efited thereby. The recipe for making it was ob-
tained in the last centary from the Indians by
one of Vermont’s early and distinguished physi-
clang, and used by him during his Jife with won-
derful succesg. 1t will perform what is premised
for it, and we now offer it as standing without »
rival tor relieving and curing

Piles, Burns, Bruises, Bifes and
Stings, Chilblains, Chapped
Hands. Sore Nipples. Etc.

For the Piles its truly wonderful effects can
only be fully appreciated in its use by the afllicted
one. It is equally beneficial for the speedy cure
of Sore Nipples, no harm coming to she infant.
The Ointment is neatly put up in tin boxes, and
will be sent post-paid to any part of the United
States or Canadas on receiptof 25 cents. Liberal
discount to the trade.

TEOMPSON & CO.,
12- Brattleporo, Vt.

We take pleasure in speaking a word in praise
of this Ointment. It has been used in our fami-
1y for several years and always with the most
satisfactory results. Ep. HGUSEHOLD.

TIIE PUBLISIIER OF

GODEY’S LADY’S BGOK

Offers to and will give to every subscriber, |

whether single or in a club, who pays in auv.uce
for 1877, and remits direct to his office, acopy of
TEEMOTHEBR'S  JOY.
The handsomest Ohromo ever offered by a pub-
lisher to his patrons. Price&#3 per year. d-

dress, i-le
L. A. GOPEY, Philadelnhi., @a.

RBLY’S Artifielal AND ANRMS!
Warranted ﬁvel[ESGEU. RB. FUL-

years, Lowestprices.
Send for FREE

Pamphlet. 1-3mm ESTE

The Greenbrook & Paterson City Nurseries

Floral and Fashion Journal Free for 1876 !

Address GREIVES & 00., Box 2853, New York. |

1-ir

MONTEBEL‘LO LADIES' INSTITUTE,
Newbury, Vt. The school Is select and home-
Ike. Great attention is paid to the Moral and
Religious Education Q{’the students and Physical
Culture, MARY E. TENNY, Principal.

SAVE MONEY!

By subscribing for your

NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, &C.,

through

The Popular Periodical Agency,

FRED A. FIELD, Prop'r.
RUTLAND, VT. ;

Atlantfo. Galaxy, Lippincott’s and Scribner’s,
Monthly, only $3.45. each. Harper’s Bazar,
Weekly or Monthly $3.40. Littell’s Living Age,
$7.25. renewals $8.00. Arthur's Magazine, $2.10.
Godey’s Lady’s Book, $2.65. The Nursery, $1.35.
Wide Awake, $1.75. St. Nicholas, $2.65, and all
other magazines and newspapers at propeortion-
ately low prices.

Catalogue and Club Rates sent free on applica-
tion to any address. 1-ladv

EM HFEATER. Used on any lamp.
X Rests on chimney. Heats milk, &ec., quickly.
Great eonvenience mights. Sent post-
paid for 25 cents. Agents wanted. 1-6adv
Address 8. H.JENNINGS, Deep River, Conn.

THE FRET WORK DRILL,

Indispensable with Fret
sSaws. It will make beautiful or-
¥ namental work, with or without a
— =, saw; will dill 75 holes per minute,
without danger of splitting, as an awl will sure-
ly do: Everyone pralsesit. Sent by mail on
receipt of $1.00. -1
COLMAN SMITH, NEW HAVEN. CT.

5 MIXED CARDS With name for 10 cts. and
e stamp. Agents Outfit 10 cts. Oncé g:lck

| Rooster cards 10 cents, Address,

M. W. DOWD & CO., BxISTOL, CONN.

)X Faney Cards, 18 styles 10c. 20 seroll, with
& ¢} name 10c, 1 2h
GEO, I, REED & €0., NassAU, N. Y.

LER, (sue’r to |
Dr. Blﬂ'} ROCH- |
v N X

Take Ayer’s Fills
For all purposes of a Purgative. Safe and
effectual.

Carpet Warps,

} Green. Black, Brown, and Drab, for sale at the
| lowest pricee by the CARPET \TARP CO.,
Holyoke, Mass.

. Qatmeal Glycerine.

[ The only iimﬁne Oatmeal Soap is ROBIN-

| SON'S OATMEAL GLYCERINE, It is the

|cheapest fine Tollet Soap In the world, and &

| i)er!‘em. ‘Winter soap. If you have never tried

t do so at once, ask for Robinson’s Qatmeal Boap,

made only by imlsmslooN BRO. & CO., Boston.
~0e
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