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,slJ."?>l.{--~I~'> DOWN HOME DAIRYLAND 

TAPE INDEX 
~ 

John and Rose Tomest/.' Joe and Vir~inia 
Tomesh, Albert and Regina Tomesh, Tony 
and Adeline Tomesh, Lilian Tomesh Dvorak 
and Clarence Dvorak, & Dorothy Tomesh 
Schwab 
At the John and Rose Tomesh Farm 
Hau6en, Wisconsin 
July 31, 1990 

Tape One 

Recorded by J.P. Leary 
Na6ra 4-L recorder 
Three tapes 

[Note: birthdates for siblin~s not always on tape, but I picked up a few. 
John, b. 1919; Joe b. 1922; Lilian, b. 1918; Tony b. 1930.] 

1. Announcement. 

2. Everyone introduces .themself. Joe, second of the boys. Albert, third of 
the boys. They strip feathers once or twice a year. John, oldest bof. Rose. 
Re6ina. Adeline, doesn't like to strip feathers, but likes the yartf. Dorothf 
Schwab. Lilian Dvorak, loves to strip feathers and raise 6eese. Vir6inia. 
Clarence Dvorak, haven't 6 ot much to saf. Tony, youn6 est of the whole family, 
did a lot of feather strippin 6 on his Christmas vacation. 

3. Joe. You butcher the 6 eese in the fall, around Thanks 6ivin 6 . Scald birds 
to 5et feathers out. Save them and dry them. Then pull feathers sometimes off 
of live 6eese. In the winter you 6et to6ether, and "the 6 ossi,1,1 really flies." 
[DHD?] 

4. Lilian. Geese raising is really fun. Once had a goose set on 17 little 
6 oslin 6 s. Nowadays just buys ~oslin~s and raises them. Geese really 5row fast. 
Went to Czechoslovakia found new way of dressin 6 out 6 eese. After butcherin 5 
wrap wet them in a blanket, then put an iron to them to steam. Makes the 
feathers come out. Used to do it with hot baths. Sure are 6 ood to eat for 
Thanks 6iving and Christmas. 

5. Joe. Duck feathers are 6ood too. Goose the best. Chicken feathers "zero" 
in Joe's book. 

6. John. Parents farmed west of Haugen. Vaclav and Ludmila, iiwnigrants from 
Czechoslovakia. Mother couldn't sveak much En6 lish, dad 11yicked it u,1,1 prettJ 
6 ood." Had ten children. Milked a lot of cows. SoUletimes seven were rnilkin6 
by hand. Mother alwafs raised a lot of chickens, geese, and ducks. So1netimes 
called in nei 0 hbors too for striyyin6 bees. Women chatted around the table. 
Men played cards. Had a bi 0 lunch. "That was my wife here." [Rose yrods 
John. "Mother had ••• "throu 6 h reference to wife 6 ood for DHD?] 

7. Albert. Did some stripi,)in 6 evenin 6 s and Christ1nas vacations. Nei6hbors 
came over, but you couldn't always call on them and kids had to fill in. 

8. Joe. "I was one of the outlaws at home a little bit " Mother had a 
100 oeese, had to do a bi 6 pile everyday. Joe stuffed his ~ockets with feathers 
and chucked them in the snowbank. The feathers a,1>yeared in the SJ!rin 6 • "They 
were there for the birds to illake nests out of." [DHD] 
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9. John. When Joe was 17 or so set u~ a telephone with a nei 6 hbor Wilfred 
Dostal. Set ut,1 a systelll in the winter between three nei 0 hbors. A li.;htniu 0 
storm eventually burned out the s1ste,a. Sollletimes people would play ba11jo or 
accordion over the wires. 

10. Johu. Thin 6 s tou 0 h in the early 1930s. John and Jod made skis out of 
barrel staves. Once they 6ot them slick all the kids in school wanted to trf 
thew. Teacher would 0 i ve theJU an e.xtra half hour at 1100n to slide and make ski 
j UillpS, 

11. John. A 0 00d joke helped with the feather stript,1in 0 • When sollleo11e lau 0 hed 
"the feathers would fly." John and Joe liked ~latin 6 cards with the older 1ae11, 
esyecially when thef had a 0 00d run and won. Smear and 500 were the typical 
6awes. 

12. Albert. The wen smoked their pipes and ci 6 ars. Frank Wrobel, Graudya 
Joe Dvorak. Women's hands were 0oin 0 as fast as their wouths. 

13. Joe. Would listen in while ylayin 0 cards to what the woUlen were talkinc, 
about. ''You learned to play cards . and you also learned a little bit on the 
side." 

14. Joe. The 6 randpas thou 0 ht they would bedt John and Joe, out they ran into 
a couyle of "sharJ:lies" in John and Joe. 

15. Reoina UchJtil Towesh. Women started stript,1in1:> first in her fawily. Men 
would be at chores. Then by ten the woillen would be tired with sore fin 0 ers, but 
the men would be ready to 60 for ~uite a while. 

16. Lilian. 
of rJe bread. 

One tillle folks had to ~o out doin 6 chores and they left a bi 0 loaf 
Albert tried to cut it and cut his nose. [DHD?] 

17. Lilian. Can wake pillows and blankets frolll the feathers. Makes J;)astry 
brushes frou1 thew too and dusters frow the end of the win6 s. Bi 0 blankets on 
the bed years a6 o about a foot and a half thick. Not much heat in the house in 
the winter in those daJs. "Wheu we 6 ot out of bed, we flew." 

18. Lilian. Wheu dau 0 hter or son 0ot iaarried, mother would want to have a nice 
blanket and pillows for the couple. 

19. Joe. Before he 6 ot married 0 ot two ..iillows fro1a C)oose down and a couyle of 
feather ticks. Got yaid back yretty 6 ood for his labors. Wife Vir 6 inia still 
takes her pillow alon 0 when she travels. 

20. Vir 6 inia's wother had turkeys. Thef stri;~ed those feathers and they were 
yretty uice, althou 5 h not as uice as 0 oose. 

21. Joe. When he and Joe were kids only had an old beat ui,1 button accurdiou. 
In 1939 folks 6 ot theill a swall i,1ia,10 accordiou. John stuck with button 
uccordion, but Joe ~lays yiano accordion. Got ~iano accordiun about d6~ 17 or 
18 and the11 started ~ldyiu 6 iu d band. 

22. John. Can't read auy 11otes. Old buttou accordions wer~ t1rou0 ht iu o1 tn~ 
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i1ruui6 rants. Heard his first one pla 1ed bi a 1H:!i.;nbor, Joe S,r1erl. Joh,1 
remewbers his first Cdr ride as a similar thrill. Buu.;nt an accordio11 for $3 
just after hi

0 h schuol. Just like a "heave1 horse," needed to 0 et the oelluws 
ta,t,1ed up. "You couldu't hardl1 ;Jlaf a ,t,1olka, you didn't have enou 6 h wind." 

23. John. Set aside accordiou in late teens. Went into the arwy in 1942, 
theu 0 ot illarried, raised a familf, ran a farm. Once iu awhile ,t,1ulled out the 
accordion, but no1iw ,t,1ulls it out wore of ten iu retire111ent. 

24. Liliau. Dad 0 ot to be a US citize,1 before 111other. Mother alwajS feared 
she would be de.t'orted. But fi11all1 she 6 ot htff citizeushi,t,1. That 11ioht, 
alti1ou 0 h she uever drank, she had so1ae wi.1e. L went ,o1itn her d...id to St. Paul 
where her pare,1t.:i were, but the 1 were un their wa1 back to C.lechosluvakia. L's 
0 nrndlllother couldu 't writi::!, out wanted to seud sollle wo11e1 to her suu. Su1ue 
r1eu.t'le froill Nebraska took the 1110Ut!J and wrote tu tne To..ueshes and eve11tuall1 
seut theu1 the .uouef. Hel,t,1ed Vaclav bu1 a farw. 

Tape One ends, be 6 .iu Tdr1e Two 

25. Jonu. Had a uei6hoor wno wantt!d the kids to bri11 0 their civics buuk.:; tv 
nis .,lace so he could take his citi.leuship test. Wnen he weut fur nis test, 
the, uulf asked hi1u w110 the ,t,1resideut of the Uui ted Stated was. 

26. Joh11. Pareats 6 ut a C.lech 11ew,:;r1aper a,1d dad alwa1::. read it tu her ever f 
,li 0 ht as sh<! crocheted, especiallj the St:!riali.£:ed ro.uancl::!. Ddd lived tu be! 94. 
Smoked ur chewed :::iiuce c10 e 16. Dad didn't .t.1ldf acc0rdio,1, but "was 0 reat for" 
siuoino C:GeCh, ::.uuos. 

27. Joe. Dad would ::.ii10 ::.ou0 s aud eveu wake the1u u,t,1 wht:!,1 Joe would ;-ila 1 tht:! 
accordio,1. Yec1r::. a 0 u Vaclav would ta.t' a 0 aiJ1st a bruss rin 0 and .si110 Czech 
su11os. Evell in nis 90s he wuuld sin<> iu CL:t:!ch. Joe si116 s a few learned frou1 
hi.:i dad. 

28. Joe. Kids alwa1::. talked Czech with their lllother, but have alsu brushed ll.t.1 
siuce visiti.1 0 the old cou,1tr f. 

29. Joe. Dad never had a so116 book. Soui:,s all in hi::. head. 

30. 
Beu. 

Johu. 0,1 local B0heu.1ia11 baads. Vic Soku..,i hc1d a oaud, su did his urotner 
Tneu there was Suort 's baud (,t,1rouou11ced Shubert). And so1ue Hrdlickas had 

called The Swiu 0 sters. E.uil Hrdlicka could reall1 swiu 0 out the Cl<lrii1et a Da11d 
Polka. 

31. Jue. Nei 0 hbor Irviu Ber 0 a1an .t.1la1ed i.1andoli11 d11d oa,1jo. Joe t"la 1 ed 
accurdio11. Miki::! Sirek ra11 a oar i11 Dollie aud aft<:!r Joe aud IrvL1 haJ r1la1ed a11 
a,uate.ir ;;.how, tne1 were L1vited to ,.Jla 1 at Sirek's. Wilfred Dustul ,.,l.:11 ed oa.ijo 
aud sc1.w,,nu11e aud accordiou. Also had a dr.i1n,uer. Joe wi::.he.:i he hud tnat old 
-li.t.1 uow. 0,1e of Jue's .:iiSt<::!rs has ,uarked dowu the plact!s where he na::; .t.1loje<l. 
Jue r1la1~d ~uite a few C.lech tu11e::.. Polkas, schuttische::., walt.£:es. PlaJS all 
Di air, uot tne.::;e uwder 11 ;1u111ber s. 

32. Joe. Sou1e 0 uod t10lka oauds cawe throu.;n tht:! area years ...t0 0. Whou,,ee Ju11.1 
t1laied thruu 0 h th<:! area /ears a 0 0. Joe tuok Vir 0 i11ia to .:ice hiu1 .t.1ldf at Soku;-i's 
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in 1945. Used to 6 0 to free shows in Sarona, followed by Walt Tharlton and h 
wife and others who ,1,1layed some modern music. 

33. Joe. Ted Ha66 on Whiskey Hill near Lon6 Lake encoura 0 ed Joe to try to ,>lay 
accordion. After that he bu66 ed his folks to 0 et one for him. 

[Leary ,1,1riu1es the joke pwn,1,1 with a Bohemian joke about a kolacky.] 

34. Joe. A cou,1,1le of Bohemians, Joe and Tony, were 6oin 6 to 6 0 fishin 6 • Tony 
would furnish everythin 6 but the drinks and the food. Joe aets four cases of 
Strohs and four dou0 huuts. "You dummy, when are we 0 011na 6 et time to eat thei.1 
dou 6 huuts." 

35. Joe. Last summer had a Czech cou,1,1le to visit for a month. Had been over 
their about ei 6 ht times before and had met nine first cousins aud all their kids 
with his brother Albert in 1975. Has about 150 relatives there now. Would stay 
a month at a tillle, and even has an accordion he bou0 ht over there that stays 
there so he can ,1,1ldy it when he comes over. Bought it ou the bldck market. Was 
an ex,>erience for some of their relatives to come over here. Couldn't believe 
the variety in the ~rocery store. 

36. John. When he was in the service in Germany at the tail end of the Battle 
of the Bul 6 e ran into various ~risoners. J called on to inter~ret for Czech­
speakers. "They'd almost swarm over you." Was actually with the ,uedics. Of ten 
0 ave some food to a hun 6 ry Geri.llan kid a0 ainst reciulations. 

37. Parents made salves with 6 oose fat. Onion and ll!ustard ,>lasters. Goose 
0 redse with 0 arlic. A tea called 11,>elinka" (s,>?). "Ouce you took that, you 
didn't ciet sick." Terriole stuff. Pi 0

1 s ear, a ,>lant, auother rewed 1 . 

[Leary tells Bohewian and octopus joke.] 

38. Joe reckons there's a story about mushroom ,>ickers around Hau6 en, but he 
can't rel.llember it. 

39. John. SooH a::. U1ushroou1s come the old Bohemians are dow11 t,1ickiu 0 theu1. The 
Indians see them and ta,> o,1e on the shoulder and say, in Czech, "are you 
Bohelllian too." 

40. In Ja,>all the bomb didu't kill the Ja,>anese, . it was the Czech::; runni11 0 after 
the oi 6 mushroom. 

41. Lilian. Two Czechs, a 1oun6 cou,.ile, had a horse, one ::iaid to another (L 
speaks in Czech). (Joe translates.) The 6 irl asks the 0 uy to whi,.i the hor::ie d 
little, ,uake him fart, she likes to swell that. 

42. John. Johnny slee,.is in the rooUJ next to his t>cffents. Went to parochial 
school. Church bells rin 6 in 6 • Nun says I wonder who died. Johuuy ::ia1 s, I know 
who died, it wa::i (s,.ieaks in Czech). (Johu translates.) Motner says, it's no 
use, it won't 0 et Up a,1y illore. 

43. John. Used to have a new story for Rose ev~r/ day whe,1 he worked off the 
farm. 



-5-

44. Joe. Went huutin 0 with oldt!r brothers John and Joe. Youn0 Tony, ouly 
three, followed them. One of the older boy::; shot d rdbbit. TheJ seut To11J ho111e 
with the rabbit. He says "I am here already" iu Czech. Lilian sa1s one boot 
.ia::; different from the other. Tony could barely see over the rabbit. 

John ~laJs button dCCordiou and Joe ~la1.:;; t,1iano accordio,1 on the ...i~comin0 tunes, 
with each of thew sin&in 0 , alon6 with siblin6S Lilian, Albert, Dorothy, a11d 
To111. 

45. Baruska 

46. Tillker Polka (fra 61Uent) 

47. At the S.vriu 0 (U Studanky) 

48. Ja Sa111 Siruta 

49. Louka Zelena 

51. Svestkova Alej 

52. Sla Audulko du Zdi (Annie in the Cc1bba0 e Patch) 

53. Baruska 

54. Hup Sad1ua 

55. Julida 

'!)W~ ( 56. Louka Zelena 

57. Red Win6 

58. Life iu the Finnish Woods 

Eud of Ta.ve Three, E11d of Session 


