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John and Rose Tomesh, Joe and Virginia Recorded by J.P. Leary
Tomesh, Albert and Regina Tomesh, Tony Nagra 4-L recorder
and Adeline Tomesh, Lilian Tomesh Dvorak Three tapes
and Clarence Dvorak, & Dorothy Tomesh

Schwab

At the John and Rose Tomesh Farm
Haugen, Wisconsin

July 31, 1990

Tape One

[Note: birthdates for siblings not always on tape, but I picked up a few.
John, b. 1919; Joe b. 1922; Lilian, b. 1918; Tony b. 1930.]

1. Announcement.

2. Everyone introduces.themself. Joe, second of the boys. Albert, third of
the boys. They strip feathers once or twice a year. John, oldest boy. Rose.
Regina. Adeline, doesn't like to strip feathers, but likes the party. Dorothy
Schwab. Lilian Dvorak, loves to strip feathers and raise geese. Virginia.
Clarence Dvorak, haven't got much to say. Tony, youngest of the whole family,
did a lot of feather stripping on his Christmas vacation.

3. Joe. You butcher the geese in the fall, around Thanksgiving. Scald birds
to get feathers out. Save them and dry them. Then pull feathers sometimes off

of live geese. In the winter you get together, and "the gossip really flies."
[DHD?]

4. Lilian. Geese raising is really fun. Once had a goose set on 17 little
g0slings. Nowadays just buys goslings and raises them. Geese really grow fast.
Went to Czechoslovakia found new way of dressing out geese. After butchering
wrap wet them in a blanket, then put an iron to them to steam. Makes the

feathers come out. Used to do it with hot baths. Sure are good to eat for
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

5. Joe. Duck feathers are good too. Goose the best. Chicken feathers "zero"
in Joe's book.

6. John. Parents farmed west of Haugen. Vaclav and Ludmila, immigrants from
Czechoslovakia. Mother couldn't speak amuch English, dad "picked it up pretty
good." Had ten children. Milked a lot of cows. Soumetimes seven were milking
by hand. Mother always raised a lot of chickens, geese, and ducks. Sometimes
called in neighbors too for stripping bees. Women chatted around the table.
Men played cards. Had a big lunch. "That was my wife here." [Rose prods
John. "Mother had . . . " through reference to wife good for DHD?]

7. Albert. Did some stripping evenings and Christmas vacations. Neighbors
came over, but you couldn't always call on them and kids had to fill in.

8. Joe. "I was one of the outlaws at home a little bit . . ." Mother had a
100 seese, had to do a big pile everyday. Joe stuffed his pockets with feathers
and chucked them in the snowbank. The feathers appeared in the spring. "They
were there for the birds to make nests out of." [DHD]
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9. John. When Joe was 17 or so set up a telephone with a neighbor Wilfred
Dostal. Set up a system in the winter between three neighbors. A lightning
storm eventually burned out the system. Sometimes people would play banjo or
accordion over the wires.

10. John. Things tough in the early 1930s. John and Joe made skis out of
barrel staves. Once they got them slick all the kids in school wanted to try
them. Teacher would give them an extra half hour at noon to slide and make ski
Jjuups.

11. John. A good joke helped with the feather stripping. When someone laughed
"the feathers would fly." John and Joe liked playing cards with the older uen,

especially when they had a good run and won. Samear and 500 were the typical
James.

12, Albert. The wen simoked their pipes and cigars. Frank Wrobel, Grandpa
Joe Dvorak. Women's hands were going as fast as their mouths.

13. Joe. Would listen in while playing cards to what the women were talking

about. "You learned to play cards and you also learned a little bit on the
side."

14. Joe. The grandpas thought they would beat John and Joe, but they ran into
a couple of "sharpies" in John and Joe.

15. Regina Uchytil Towesh. Women started stripping first in her fawily. Mea

would be at chores. Then by ten the wouwen would be tired with sore fingers, but
the men would be ready to go for yuite a while.

16. Lilian. One time folks had to 4o out doing chores and they left a big loaf
of rye bread. Albert tried to cut it and cut his nose. [DHD?]

17. Lilian. Cau wmake pillows and blankets from the feathers. Makes pastry
brushes froam them too and dusters from the end of the wings. Big blankets on
the bed years ago about a foot and a half thick. Not imuch heat in the house in
the winter in those days. "When we got out of bed, we flew."

18. Lilian. When daughter or son got warried, mother would waat to have a nice
blanket and pillows for the couple.

19. Joe. Before he sot warried got two pillows from goose down and a couple of
feather ticks. Got paid back pretty good for his labors. Wife Virginia still
takes her pillow alongs when she travels.

20. Virginia's wother had turkeys. They stripped those feathers and they were
pgretty unice, although not as unice as goose.

21. Joe. When he and Joe were kids only had an old beat up button accordion.
In 1939 folks got thew a small piano accordion. John stuck with button
accordion, but Joe plays piano accordion. Got piano accordion about age 17 or
18 and theu started playiing in a baad.

22. John. Can't read auy notes. Old buttou accordions were brought iu Dy the
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lmmigrants. Heard his first one played by a aneignbor, Joe Sperl. Joha
remewbers his first car ride as a similar thrill. Bougnt an accordion for $3
Just after hi,h school. Just like a "heavey horse," uceded to et the pellows
taped up. "You couldun't hardly play a polka, you dida't have enough wind."

23. John. Set aside accordioa in late teens. Went into the army in 1942,
then got warried, raised a fawily, raa a farm. Oace in awhile pulled out the
accordion, but now pulls it out wore often ia retirement.

24. Lilian. Dad got to be a US citizea before wother. Mother always feared
she would be deported. But finally she got her citizenshipy. That aight,
altihough she unever drank, she had souwe wine. L weat with her dad to St. Paul
where her pareuats were, but they were on their way back to Czechoslovakia. L's
orandwotner coulda't write, bput wanted to seud some woney to her soun. Soue
reople frowm Nebraska took the wmoney and wrote to the Toweshes and eveitually
seut thea the woney. Helped Vaclav buy a faru.

Tape One ends, begin Tage Two

25. Johu. Had a ueighbor who wanted the kids to bring their civics books tou
nis place so he could take his citizenship test. When he weut for nis test,
the, vuly asked hiw who the presideat of the United States was.

26. Joha. Pareats got a Czech newspaper aad dad always read it to her every
aight as she crocheted, especially the serialized rowance. Dad lived to be 94.
Smoked or chewed since age 16. Dad dida't play accordiou, but "was sreat for"
Siuging Czech: sougs.

27. Joe. Dad would sing sougs and even wake thea up when Joe would play the
accordioa. Yedrs ago Vaclav would tapy against a brass ring and sing Czech
songs. Eveu in his 90s he would sing in Czech. Joe 8iilgs a few learned frouw
his dad.

28. Joe. Kids always talked Czech with their wother, but have also brushed up
siuce visitiung the old couatry.

29. Joe. Dad never had a songbook. Songs all in his head.

30. Joha. Oa local Bohewian bands. Vic Sokup had a pand, su did his orotner
Beu. Then there was Subrt's baud (yrouounced Shubert). And sowe Hrdlickas had
a baud called The Swingsters. Euil Hrdlicka could really swin, out the Clariaet
Polka.

31. Joe. Neighbor Irvin Berguwan played wandoliu aad panjo. Joe played
accordion. Mike Sirek ran a bar in Dobie and after Joe aud Irvia had played aa
dmdtedr show, tiney were iavited to slay at Sirek's. Wilfred Dostal played baujo
and sasoghoie and accordion. Also had a dramser. Joe wishes he had that old
<ip now. Oune of Joe's sisters has warked dowa the places where he nas plajed.
Jue played quite a few Czech tunes. Polkas, schottisches, waltzes. Plays all
Dy dir, uot these woderu auwbers.

32. Joe. Soue good polka bands cawme througn the area yedrs deoo. Whoupee Joi
vlayed through the area years ago. Joe took Virginia to see hiwm play at Sokup's
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in 1945. Used to go to free shows in Sarona, followed by Walt Tharlton and h
wife and others who played some modern music.

33. Joe. Ted Hagy on Whiskey Hill near Long Lake encouraged Joe to try to play
accordion. After that he bugged his folks to get one for him.

[Leary primes the joke pump with a Bohemian joke about a kolacky. ]

34. Joe. A couple of Bohemians, Joe and Tony, were going to &0 fishing. Tony
would furnish everything but the drinks and the food. Joe gets four cases of
Strohs and four doughnuts. "You dummy, when are we souna get time to eat thea
doughnuts."

35. Joe. Last summer had a Czech couple to visit for a month. Had beeun over
their about eight times before and had met nine first cousins and all their kids
with his brother Albert in 1975. Has about 150 relatives there now. Would stay
a month at a time, and even has an accordion he bought over there that stays
there so he can play it when he comes over. Bought it on the black market. Was
an experience for some of their relatives to come over here. Couldn't believe
the variety in the grocery store.

36. John. When he was in the service in Germany at the tail end of the Battle
of the Bulge ran into various prisoners. J called on to interpret for Czech-
speakers. "They'd almost swarm over you." Was actually with the medics. Often
save some food to a hungry Geruwan kid against regulations.

37. Parents made salves with gsoose fat. Onion and wustard plasters. Goose
sTease with garlic. A tea called "pelinka" (sp?). '"Ouce you took that, you
didn't set sick." Terrible stuff. Pig's ear, a plant, auother reumedy.

[Leary tells Bohewian and octopus joke. ]

38. Joe reckons there's a story about wushroom pickers around Haugen, but he
can't remember it.

39. Joha. Soon as wushroous couwe the old Bohewians are down picking thew. The

Indians see theuw and tap one on the shoulder and say, in Czech, "are you
Boheuian too."

40. In Japan the pbomb dida't kill the Japanese,. it was the Czechs running after
the big mushroom.

41. Lilian. Two Czechs, a young couple, had a horse, one said to auother (L
speaks in Czech). (Joe translates.) The 4irl asks the guy to whip the horse a
little, wake him fart, she likes to suwell that.

42. John. Johnny sleepys in the roow next to his parents. Went to parochial
school. Church bells ringing. Nun says I wonder who died. Johnuy says, I know
who died, it was (speaks in Czech). (John translates.) Mothner says, it's no
use, it won't get up aanyumore.

43. John. Used to have a new story for Rose every day when he worked off the
farm.
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44. Joe. Went hunting with older brothers John and Joe. Young Tony, oaly
three, followed them. One of the older boys shot a rabbit. They seut Tony houme
with the rabbit. He says "I am here already" iu Czech. Lilian says one boot
was different from the other. Tony could barely see over the rabbit.

Tape Two ends, Tape Three begins.
John plays button accordion and Joe plays piano accordion on the upcoming tunes,
with each of thew singing, along with siblings Lilian, Albert, Dorothy, and
Touy.
45. Baruska
46. Tinker Polka (fragueat)
47. At the Spring (U Studanky)
48. Ja Saw Sirota
49. Louka Zelena
50. Ja Sam Sirota (fragueat)
51. Svestkova Alej
52. Sla Andulko do Zeli (Annie in the Cabbaje Patch)
53. Baruska
54. Hup Sadyna
55. Julida
b“D 7 56. Louka Zelena

57. Red Wing

58. Life in the Finnish Woods

Eud of Tape Three, Ead of Session




