REPORT OR LD MEBFING HELD BY THE GReAT LAKE) EREINCRS
RHINELARTER, WISCORSIH
FISH HATCHERY
Febraary 23, 2h, 25, 195k MAY 11 1954

Members end guests of the group arrived at w Nee
- lander late im the aftsrncon of February 23. The ?ﬂg]l)g:‘ﬁ obm%wm
attended the get-together is attached to this report.

THE FIRST EVENING MEETING

" Pebruary 23

Chairman Krefting called the meeting to order at 8:00 PiM. dJohm M.
Keener of the Wisconsin Conssrvation Department described the places to be
visited on the field trip the next day and tomtative transportation plans
wors organized. Also, Bert Dahlberg of the VWiscomsin Conservation Department
presented the following background information leading up to the forest habi-
%at development work.

In Wisconsin starvsd deor were first found im the early 30'e and in
the winter of 193L-35 an artificisl fesding progrsm was bsgun. Aldo Leopold®s
words that artificisl deer food is mot a net addition to matursl foed and ,
may becoms ‘2 net substrezeltion held true in Wiscomsin. Betwsen 1935 and 19&52,.
191 tons of hay snd 70 tons of concentrate wers distributed in Wisconsin at a
twotal cost of $10,85L.77. In 1943 the legislature passsd a law imcreasing the
cost of licenses 50F; the increassed revenue to be used for acquisition of
deer yards and provision of winter food for deer. Detwean 19k3 and 1950 the
progran was sccelerabed and a total of 4,866.5 tons of hay and concentrate
were distributed at a totsl cost of $357,738.2k. With herd reduetion end three
consecutive mild winters, deer feeding has beosn considerably roduced in Wie-
consin. The only fsoding in Wisconsin so far this winter has been in the Flag
Desr Yard in Beyfisld County were oporations were initiated em February 8.

Deer yard management work was initiated im 1950. In gemeral browse
improvement work has consistsd of cutting of non-commercial tree speclies and
shrubs which have grown beyond the reach of deer. The tops are immediately
availeble to deer 28 food. In addition the opening which has bsen ercated
permite growth of sesdiings, root suckers and sprouts., Cther managament work
consists of cultural jobs on state lands where trees having a high percentags
of cull are cut. Salvsble materisls are sold which partizlly defrays the cost
of the operation. The tops are available for food and the sapacity of the ares
to grow foods withim reach of deer is inereased.

In 195\ the Forest Habltat Development projects werc imdtiated for work
on publie forest land. Desr management work has consictcd of thinnings in hard-
woods adjecent to desr concentration areas, planning of small timber sales -
and coordinetion of dasr yard managenent with forestry management. The latter
appears to hold the most promise. Mr. Doll is compleiing deer yard cover type
mape for the Chequamegoen Hational Forest and formmlating management plans for
these yards. Tha plans eare belng integratsd with Forest Service timbsr manzge-
mont plans. In the future, we plan to expand this work to state forest land
and counly forest land. With literally thousands of Ytimber sasles on public lands



in the north, it appears thal our bssh opportunitics are in coerdinating thess
sales in regerd to yearly time of sale, year of sale, amount of sale and species
cuto .

Other deer mansgement work carried out by these projects consists of

discing to stimulate th of woody plants and trall geeding which maintains
roads in a passible condition thus ensbling hunter scoess.

GREAT LAKES DEER GRUUP FIELD TRIP
Argonne Ranger District, Nicolet National Forest

Members of the group assembled at 8:00 A.M. on the morning of February
o, Under the leadership of John M. Keenor and Joseph Stoeckeler a series of
savan stops were made during ths day to cbserve various phases in the deer
hshitat mansgoment program. The noon lunch uas obtained at Scott Lake Camp
on the Argonne bxperimental Forost. A brief deseription of each area visited
wes made by Johm Keener as follows:

Stop gl. Cultural eutting axea. '

lepe the cull and wolf tress had been removed from &
stuo-atory" stand, BEELS bapefits wero 4n the form of much immediately avall-
able browse and an expsctation of mew sprout and scedling preduction in the
opziings eresfieds Forestry bensfits wers {rom the removal of discased and
poorly foimed trees. Thae methed is cheap %o apply where the percentags of
poor troes is high.

Stop #2. Timber sale area.

A selective cubting operxation sboul thrse yoars old wvhers
fiew growth of seedlings and sprouts is good. The amount of swallzdle deer
browse has increasad many times frem what it waaz befors logging toolt pleee.

Stop #3. Cultural cutiing area.

A series of 25 acwe plots marked for cutting by Lake
States Forest Experiment Station perzomnsl. Several methods of treatment
and degress of thinning were made. Orowth studies to be recorded on the per-
nenently marked plots.

Stop #b. Disking area.

Disking in a poerly stocked aspen and uplamd brush type
was eccomplished two years ago. MNet coverage of arsa was 30%. Sproud and
gsedling respomse good in disksd strips. Costa of this work ran $3.50 per aere.
So far, best results have been cbtained in these types rather than in cempletaly
opsn areasd.

Step #5. Timbaer sale ares.

Mixed conifer and hardwcod logging in a deer yard. Immedi-
ate utilization of tops heavy by deer. Cover removal is higher than decirable in
a yarding area. State Land Commission Sale. The group remarked about poor
utilizaticn of wood products by logger. '

S



Stop #6. Timber sale area.

Hardwood-hemlock logging job along adge of dear yat.
Limited cedar and spruce logging in yard. u large volume of der food in
form of tops—too much to be utilized by number of deer in the yard. Good
coordination of timber sales and wilflife needs would call for this sale to
be spread over several years.  Here again this is a state land commission sale
vhers deer noals were not oomsidered. S

Stop #1. Cultural cutting area.

Cull removal and hardwoed thinning accomplished in two
stoges. First cut early in winter was cull and wolf tros renoval with power
gavs. Thinning of saplings and pole hardwoods done in late winter. Residual
stand of about 475 (107 x 10' spacing) "erop troes" left. Current utilization
of tops is gocd. ixpscted sprout and seedling response for future browse ghould
be good. Forestry values from this operatiom are high.

SECOND EVEWING MEETING

Chaimun Keefilng called the mseting to order at 8:00 P.M. John Keenor
staried the evening diccussion by giving a recap of the fisld trip. He dis-
_played & map of the aveas visited and outlined the place each manzganent
prastics plays ir the integration of deer ncods with normal Forest Service
estivitdes.

Dan Bulfer reported that each district on the Ricolet Natlional Forest
is made up of 200 compartments. BKach campartment contains sbout a thousand
esres and wusually sach one 4is cut at ton year intervals. Also the cuttings
are wudpeted thrae years in advance.

Bert Dehlberg expleined that deer habitat work in northeast Wisconsin
was quite different from the northwest area primerily because of thae differcmecs
'in winter yarding. Im the northeast area more work is dons in the periphery
of the dssryards and is based on commercial timber ssles. In this conncetion
Arthur Doll stated that 2 strip 10 chains wide around the boundary of each
yerd was of greatest value for dser browse. Timber valuse ar® considerad
sscondery in this zone. '

T. H. Bartlett reported that in Michigan tho game londs and forest lands
arc mow grouvpad together. Also all plans for logging or tree planting are rontsd
acrozs the game menager’s desic bafore any fisld operations zre started.

The svening's discussion temminrated a% 11300 P.M.
MORNING MEETING, Februaxy 25

Chairmen Krefting called the mecting to order at 8100 A.H. and announced
the? the morningte mesting would be divided into three parts: a report on
e 1953 desr hunting season by repressntatives from the Lake States and the
Provinee of Untario; the appeintment of a new seeratary and chairman of the
CGreat Lekes Deer Group; and a discussion as to the time, place, and agenda
for the 1955 ficld get-together of the deer group.
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: Vernon Qunvalson and Milton Stenlund, reporting for Minnegota, stated
there was a nine day deer season for any deer (November 1l4~-22) restricted
primarily to the northisrn NHalf of the state but also including a small area
in the southeast pertion of the state. : .

Han sonditions were unusval with warm and dry weather preseding
the season continuing until the 19th shen temperaturse dropped sharplyes
starting with rain and sleet in some areas and turning to wet and heavy snow.
The amount of snowfall varied considerably with three inches reported in the .
northeast and with eight inches or more reported in the centrale-northern por-
tion of the state, This snowfall prevented meny hunters from reaching desired
hunting points and 1% .is believed that hunting pressure was lower than usual
during the latter portion af th: season. '

Three highway ston checking stz:tions wers set up to obtain ags class

anddsax composition data. Locations wers chosen to obtain regional differences
m atas :

Approximatoely 2,300 desr wawe exanined resulting in the fellowings
An adult male to female ratio of 150 to 100; a fawn male to female ratio of
110 to 100; and a fawn percentage of 30.6 psrcent.

. 7o date, through the 8th week of hunter report card returns, 3,959
esrds have been receivad with 18,877 of the humters suscsssful or a success
of Sl percent. We also have information through the 10th wesk ket the
nesespery computations have not Been imde. It fs deudtiul that meny retorce
will be receive? Jreim this point on. .

A vough breskdown has a1so Reon made of huater ropsrt card retums
on a régitmal besfo for comparison with highusy stop cheok data. Highwey
stop check dasta fwem Sendstons (mortheast reglon) shewed an adulb wale to femala
ratio of 169 to 100; Munter reports indicated 167 to 100, A higher malo ratio,
however, was reported for fawme by hanter reports and cosvespentingly Whelr
fown percentage was lower, At Adtidn, the adilt'male to female ratio was 136
to 100 with hunter reports shoving 1l0 te 100, This is the sontral-nerthern
ragion, Again, tmpieys repowted o greater male excees in their fawn reporta,
At LAttle Falls (west and sertweet portion of the state), the highway check
chowsd an adult mals %o feasle ratio of A0 to 100 as compared to a hunter
roport of 137 w 100 but once mors hunters reported a greater nale excoss in
their faun reports. : ~ -

The figures listed sbeve are not final but they do show s ramarkable
similarity botwesn sctusl highway checks and hunter reports for tha sex ratice
of adult deer (huniing take). The excess of male favms reported by hunter
roporta over actual checke may indigats that a mmbaer of hunters consider
mals fawns with "buttons® to be adulis, ' . '

Hunting season checks were alsc mede in gpesific areas such as the
Famaras end Mud Leke Nationgd Wildlife Refuges, Itasvca State Paxk, and
in area adjasent to Fert Ripley Militury Resoyvation. OSome eamp shacks of
desr hunders ware aled made in the Ely area, the Bemidji-Remer sres, and in
the Red Lake Gewms Refuge courmtry.
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It is estimated that between 150,000 and 175,000 hunters bought licenses
and that seasonal success may be 5 to 10 percent higher than it was in 1952,
For the moment, it appears toc be somewhere in the neighborhood of LD percent.

Also Krefting, Minnesota, reported on two federal refuges where deer
hunting is allowed in Minnesota--Tamarac and Mud Lake. The lud Lake area was
open to hunting for the fourth time and 194 deer were taken by approximately
700 hunters during the three-day season. (f special significance was the
increase in the fawn por doe ratio: In 1952 it was LLL fawns per 100 females
and in 1953 it was increased to 179 fawns per 100 females.

. The Tamarac Refuge was open to hunting for the third year in a row and
333 deer were killed by an estimated 2,000 hunters. . Thirty-one percent of
the ki1l was fawns and the fawn per doe ratic was 77 fawns per 100 does,
Male fawn weights increased 5 pounds (7L to 79) while female fawns increased
a like amount (71 to 76). A paper was presented at the resent Midwest Wild-
life Conference on the results of the controlled hunts and the information
will be published in The Journal of wildlife Managament.

B. L. Dahlberg, reporting for Wisconsin, stated an average of plus L0
percent more deer were seen in 1953 than in 1952 by hunturas. Average success
based on the hunters checked along transects was 10.5 percent which is almost
identical to last year's figures. The difference between 1952 and 1993 lies
in a decrease in hunting pressure and effort per day of hunting which was
15 percént for opening day and 7.4 percent less hours respectively and an
any-deer season in nine western counties. Hunting conditions were better on
the first four days of the season compared to last year and poorer on the last
three. Yearling deer composed 38 percent of the total legal kill compared to
21 percent last year indicating a strong increase in the muber of does thad
produced this segment of the population and a high survival of the fawns born
in 1952. In general only about one-sixth of yearling bucks have antlers with

. a fork longer than one inch. The estimated kill for the state based on hunting
pressure and success ratios along the transects iz 18,2h3. This estimate is mot the
official annusl department kill figure but is used tentatively until the ques-
tionnaire results are obtained. In past years the estimate based en the field
checks and questionnaire poll was similar from th: standpoint of management
needg,

I. H, Bartlett, reported for Michigan, and pointed out his state is the
last of the OGreat Lakes Deer Group to join the “any deer" fraternity having
been restricted to a buck law since 1921. Heavy starvationfbr years has indi-
cated the desirability of taking some additional deer. In 19,2 the Legislature
gave the Michigan Comsarvation Commission the authority to manage the herd in
the Lower Peninsula. As 2 result the regular buck season (November 15-30, inc.)
was held statewide but in the 14,000 square miles of the Lower Peninsuld norih
of Highway M-20 (Maskegon-Bay City), during the last 3 days of the regular
geason November 28, 29, 30, (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) deer hunters could take
a buck, doe, or fawn. The regular buck kill in the Upper Peninsiula was light
with approximately 19,000 being taken. In the northern part of the Lower
Peninsula 31,000 bucks were taken im the firsel 13 days of the season, in the
3-day special season 110,000 bucks, does, and fawns were killed (6% bucks, 50%
does, 23% buck fawns, 21% doe fawns). Roughly 1,000 bucks were taken in the
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gouthern sgricultural areas, bringing the total 1952 kill %o over 162,000,
Many persons screamed in protest at the so-called "slaughter" but signs
indicated a geod breeding population left.

: There was no spring starvation, possibly 25% of the food normally taken
was left unbrowged st the close of the yarding season resulting in a start at
feod recovery, and the following fawn crop (1953) seemed better than usual.

During 1953 econservation officers saw 75% as many deer as observed the
provious year. -Bscause of heavy hunting on the southern edge of the deer ter-
ritory the buck law was deemed sufficient to control the herd north as far as
Highway ¥-55 (Menistes<Tawaz) in 1953. North of Highway M<55 a surplus would
be left after a regular buck ssasom. A l-day special season was established
on the 8,000 square miles north of M-55 in the Lower Peninsula, Tuesday, Dec=
ember 1, 1953, to removs this surplus. In spite of a kill in 1952 of 25,000
buck fawns which theoretically would have bsen legal bucks in 1953, the rasgular
tuck ki1l in the northerm part of the Lower Peninzula dropped oaly {rom 31,000
in 1952 %o 27,000 in 1953, This drop was much locs than anticipated. The
kill during the l-doy special scason was approximately 18,000, With a kill of
23,000 bueks in the Upper Peminsula and 1,500 &n the scuthern farming sreas the
tobal kill for 1953 is ebout 70,000, A good bresding herd is left at the pre-
sent time and with a normal wintsr will just sbout sguaseze through in many
of the old heavily browsed arsss. The nwibsr of hunters juaped froa 350,000
in 195 to LHS,000 im 1952 and dropped %o 415,000 im 1953, Leglslativs authority
for herd managsment was given for 3 years only, 1952, 1953, and 195k, It is
hoped that after the 195k season the Leglslature will givs the Department
contimed avthorily ¢ manage the herd met only in the Lower Peningula but in
the Upper also.

R. C. Pasemore, reporting for Untario, stated the Province has zbout
150,000 scmare milss of desr rangs. Ths arsa open in 1953 was considerably
largsr thzn nommal and deer biologists have hopes of continuing this short
geason on an annual basis and enlarging the area to include all but the more
densely setiled townships., Woathor, curing the seagon on the main deesr range,
was poor (dry and warm) during the first week amd good (enow on the ground)
during the second week. Despite the poor hunting weather of the first week,
Iantor sucecess was om the whole, slightly better than normal--attribataoble,
we believe, to increasss in the deer herd permittad by ths favorabls winter
woather of the past few years., Due partly to the additional arsas open our
total sale of deer licenses inereased from 71,000 to a larger figurs which will
probebly fell between 110,000 and 125,000, About 12 ¢o 15 percont of the 1953
hunters are nom-residents. Opem geascn detes varlced from as esrly as Ucteber
1 im the northorm part of the Provinee to as late as Hovember 25 in the Fort
¥rencaes ares. In the most imporitant deer range there was a 1l2-day any decr
ssason (use of dogs permitted), Nov. 2<lh. also in the zgricvliural portiom
of tha Provincs thers wac a lL-day any deer seasom (Mov. L=7).

¥r. Passmore passsd out a cheet of tabular infermation entitled, ®inalyses
of Ages of Deer and Hunter Swecess, By Districts.”

The next item on the agenda pertained to ths 1955 get-together of the
Crest Lakes Deer (roup. The mambors attending decided it would be held ab
Sioux Sts. Maris, Untaric., Tentative dates are Februsry 23 to 25. Thers will
be & pansl discussion on vital deer topics and a field ¢rip. The field trip

' R
;»ﬁ%ﬁbeﬁa laxrge dear yard near Batchawzna Bay, about 60 miles from Siocux Ste.
" . .



The last matter of business to be discuessed was the elecﬁl‘ah or &ipbint-
ment of the office of secretary, avd chairman. The group expressed tg;-eﬂ.t
satisfaction with the past sexrvice of Secretexy deVes and meegtad his Vishes
t0 have someone else appointed to serve as secretary with great #eluctanbe.
However, they also felt that someone else from Ont.ario should serve as secretary
and Dick Passnore wag appointed by a unanimous vote. The matter of deciding
on a new chairman was also put before the group for action. The group refused
to make any changes in thlis office.

Chairman Krefting adjourned the meeting at 11:00 a.M. Aftor adjourmment,
John Kesner, Boris Popov, Alex Cringan, and Laurits Krefting visited the Fhine-
lander neuwspaper office and gave out a newsreleaso on the highlights of the
1954 get-together,

March 15, 195L
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