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Ffe Well No. 5, Geneva, Illinois,

J. ALBERT M. ROBINSON
CONSULTING ENGINEER
228 NORTH LA SALLE STREET
CENTRAL 9129 CHICAGO Mareh 5, 1931

Prof., F. T. Thwailtes,
Science Hall,
University of Wisconsin,
Madison, Wisconsin,

In connection with subject at upper left, I would like to
talk to you further, as I must report fully and at once,

About noon tomorrow, my assistant and I are lefsving here
for Ft., Atkinson, in connection with work there for the
Water Commission. We will be at the Black Hawk Hotel there,

I am wondering if we could run over to Madison in the
evening, or make an appointment with you for Saturday,
preferably afternoon, in the Science Hall,

Will you please give this some thought, and I will
telephone to you from Ft. Atkinson, probably about 6:00 PM
at your home,

JAVR/s J. ALBERT M. ROBINSON



March 7, 1931

Mr. J. Albert M. Robinson,
228 No. La 8Salle 5i.,
Chicage, Illineis
.Dolr iir, Robinsen:

In reply to your request of last nigﬂt I give herewith my opinion
on the casing off of the Maquoketa (Richmond) shale in Geneva, Ill., No. 3.

The Hichmmnd.orvlnquoketn shale consists of soft clay-like bluish
gray shale which conteins considerable finely divided dolomite and a number
of beds of soft shaly blue dolomite. It is absolutely necessary to case off
the entire formation to prevent (a) muddy water and (b) filliang of the hole :
by eaving. Of these the first is caused by the rush of water against the sides
of the hole. In this well this is made more serious by the fact that the
pump is placed in the shale formation and there the hole is coastricted with
resulting high water veloeity. javing takes plece in two ways: (a) falls of
chunks of #he firmer portions of the shale formation and (b) by plastiec Ilow::fﬁ_‘
into the hole. By no means should one risk setting an espensive pump where
it may soon happen that it cannot be pulled on account of one or beth kiads
of caving. At Waukesha, Wisconsin, they one tried to operaie wells without
casing off the shale but bad nothing but trouble end milky water, Casing is
an economy in the long run. Now that no shoulder was left to hold this pipe
it will have to rest on some kind of wall packer bui even with this added
expense which could have been avoided in planning the well, the installation
of casing is justified from the standpoint of economy. It is my opinion that

the well will not be satisfactory without cesing from about 200 feet to somewhere
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below 305 where the packer can faat on firm rock below t.e shale, :

If the well is not cased nothing but trouble can be expected., Some day it
will prebably be necoessary to deepen this well and when this day arrives the
casing will have prevented filling of the lower part of the hole.

Very truly yours,

~ Geologist in churge of well records



qume 14, 1241

Hir, Fred
Re I's Ds 24
Detiroll Lokon, Mnnescia

Door lr. Uoundoon:

Thenk you for yeurs of Jume 1l with aovaey order
for $4%2.90 govering 5.00 prinsipal, $5.40 refund of
insurance, and {2,00 ia%erest on averduwe prineipal.

- This tokos cers of 211 principel for 1340,

I% 311 bo ell right to oeke tae 1941 .L-Wm
whencvor you uro uble to.

" We have alose had a lot of rein bub il ves reedod

becauce ¥y unc o very dry menth. Let's hope this will be
e good season for prices seem to be bewvlor noie

Bogh rogurdo,
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April 15, 1931

_Mr. J. Albert M. Robinson,
228 N. LeSalle Stey
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Robinsons

In reply to your telephone request given to lirs. Thwaites while I was
on my annual field trip to Devils Lake last Monday I have little iaformation
about Mighlend Park, Illinois. Anderson's report states tuab the eity supply
is from the Lake but mentions sovergl faoir wells in the Nisgara.

It would seom to me that eny irregation project would not stand the
expense of pumpirg from & deep well as the overhesé mnd pumping costs would both
be very high, I have no reports of gravel wells but would suggest some test -
holes to look for grevel. 8o many Qrillers have cased off gravel water in the
past that one is nover sure but that some good supplies were passod up.

I&mmuﬁlmycwdimonmmoxmmm@r
tho extremely dry westher of the last year,

It hes beon repo¥ted to me theb Pollmen Brothers of Morton Greve had
considerable trouble with the water from the deep well which Gruy drilled soue
years ogo. I koow that Bob Lents worked on this hole for some tiue making
tests with a packer but that tho last I heard theoy were using pond water for
their plonts end the well water only for the boilers. This makes another argumed
oegainst & deep well. .

‘ All I can say is to drill to the bepe of the Nisgara and hope that
you will have good luck, thal is ian eovent you find no waterebearing gravel.

l’eﬂ truly yours, -




April 15, 1931
lir. J. Albert M. Robinson,
zza N. La Sallo Stey
Chicego, Illinois

Dear Mr, Robiisons

In reply to your telephone request given to Mre. Thwaites during wmy
annual trip to Devils Lake I made a study of underground water coaditions ab
Highlends, Indiana about a year ago. ¥his work was at expense of Mr. F. M,
Gray, Jr. who ten had a water guaranteo contract with the eidy of Hishlmdl
S8ince this contract has beoen terminated I think I can give you some of the
guneral results..

I found that the city wes supplied from wells in the Niagara dolomite
but that tue supply was smell. Some screon wells had formerly been used
but had givem out. 4An oll test was being drilled at the east end of town.

I recommended testing out the locelity of the old scroen wells,
bLater Mr. Gray informed me that he found gravel at tais location but that it
proved dry. Ie drilled decper iato the rogk and then ebandoned the job,

Last foll one of Cater's mon informed me that they got 100 g.p.m.
from a rock well in tue ocast end of town. I advocated byying the oil test hole
and plugging back %o tho bottom of tue %. Petor at 1200, I do not know
what was done wit.. this hole but Mr, said it was -hmdoned with a plugged
hole in the Mbe. Simon which here has sal ;'\fter. :

I hadathoorythatmbamridg"otmachioaso.'oneot which
passes through Highlands may overlie old beaches formed proor to the last
glaciation Not having seen samples from the dry tost I do not know now this
theory worked out but if theso grovels ere dry them the theory would not
Weter in shallow wells rises nearly to the surface but staands
quite deep in doop wells. Ib is reported et 150 feet in the test hole.

Not knowing tho quanity of water necded I find it hard to advise you.
If amount is moderate I would try the Nigara but if more you will have to go
to the 8t. Poter. I foar that docper formations probably have salt water
although information from the oil well was no‘t‘. det.‘ln:lte. The above information
should a,pply to lunster, Indiane g
Very truly yours 5



J.ALBERT M. ROBINSON
CONSULTING ENGINEER
228 NORTH LA SALLE STREET

CENTRAL 9129 CHicaco

June 9th, 1931,

RE: Elkhorn Light & Water Commission

Prof, Fe T. Thwaltes,

Geologist, in charge Well Records,
University of Wisconsin,

Madison, Wisconsin,

Dear Professor:-

You have been most kind in aiding me in connection with
the above and I am going to ask a further favor of you.

Next Friday night there will be a specilal meeting of the
Commission to frame a resolution to the City Council for
authority to drill a new deep well and to deepen the
present well, In order to make this matter strong enough,
I would like to have you write me, in duplicate, a letter
setting forth in brief form the facts concerning the
present well as to the formations encountered, and which
falled to be reached in depth, stating the advisability
of drilling into the Mt. Simon Sandstone., It would be
well to explain in your letter that at the time when the
present well was drilled, little was known about the fact
that the EauClaire is a dry or non-productive formation,
but that just beneath it the best producer would be found,

Also, I would like to have you attach to each letter a
print of your geological classification covering the
1,310 well.

Please accept my thanks for this aid and with kind person-
al regards, I am,

Yours very trdily,

cC MI‘. Frank G’ates’ Msr.’
Elkhorn, Wisconsin,

JAMR,.S
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July 25, 1931
ey J. 4lbert M. Robinson,
228 North La Sollo Stey
Caicage, Illinois .
Doar Mre Mncom
' ‘molesed ploage £ind blue print logs of the Usion Grove sad
Joiiorava wells prauisfed when you were here last weely Sorry there vas
80 wuch dolgy im gobting the blue prints mades ‘
I seaa %0 keep busy although not working!
With best regards, :

Very wruly yowrs,

Geologist in cherge of well rocords, Wisconsin
Goologicnl Survey
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: April 24, 1930

¥r. J. Albert M. Robiason,
228 Jorth La Salle St., ' :
CGhicago, Illinois 7
Dear iUr. Robiason:

Ia reply to yours of the 22nd ia respeot to the increass in capucity
of wells for thy Bowman Deiry Company at Brooklyn I would not try e deep well
until I hed exheusted the possibilities of the surface deposits. Brooklyn is
situeted right on the mein terminal moreine of the last glucistion. Kast of the
tracke you will find glociel drift end boulders and on the west gravol end sand
washed outfromtlse glacier. I do not recall just where the plent is sit.sted
but vonder if a grevel well well umight not be made in the surface deposits which
- would be cheaper to pump then would a-deep well. T expect thet a deep well would
be very similar to that at Dvansville;If you desire I ;:m_xld run down o Brooklyn
and sec what information I could dig up on which to base a final conelusion.

Var,;r' truly yours,

P. T. Thwaites, QGeologist
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J.ALBERT M. ROBINSON
CONSULTING ENGINEER
228 NORTH LA SALLE STREET
CENTRAL 9129 CHICAGO

April 22nd, 1930

Prof, Fe T, Thwaites,
Geologist, Science Hall,
University of Wisconsin,
Madison, Wisconsin,
RE: Bowman Dairy Company,
Brooklyn Plant
Dear Professor:

For client above I have been investigat=-
ing the present wells whieh are apparently about
150 ft, to 160 ft. in depth drilled into St, Peter
Sandstone, the top of the Sandstone being about 90 ft,
below ground surface., According to my investigation
at Evansville the St, Peter Sandstone is not very
thick in this district.

We are trying to obtain about 300 GPM
more than we now have and I am wondering what you can
tell me about the formations at this point,

In replying please write separately on
this subject on account of filing.

* Thanking you, I am,

JAMR,.S



J.ALBERT M. ROBINSON
CONSULTING ENGINEER
228 NORTH LA SALLE STREET

CENTRAL 9129 SRR April 22nd, 1930

Prof, F, T, Thwaites,
Geologist, Science Hall,
University of Wisconsin,
Madison, Wisconsin,
RE: Bowman Dairy Company

Janesville Plant
Dear Professor:

For client above I am investigating the
possibility of obtaining a safe water supply as the
old well has become contaminated., As I understand
it, it is possible to drill into the St. Peter Sand-
stone and obtain a good supply without going very
deep.

Will you please advise me fully and on
this subject alone on account of filing,

Thanking you, I am,

Very tyilly yours, ~

JAMR .S



april 24, 1930
Mr. J. Albert M, Robinson,
278 North La Salle St.,
Chieego, Illinois .
Dear Mr, Rabinaon:

In reply to yours of the 228d in regard %0 the Bowman Dairy Company
well et Jenesville I do not recall where the plant is situated. If emst of the
river the formation is neerly everywhere sand and gravel. There oontﬁminntion of
a well would almost undoubtedly be due fo some structursl defect in the well its-
self.' Depth to rock is very greet in some places and the Cambriean sanﬁstonal
are the top rock. West of the rivar tha drift is thin and a gonsiderable thick- ‘
ness of Pletteville limestone overlies the 8t. Peter ssndsione, Hero contamination
might be ohnrgod to water increvices of the limestone. Reeonetruction of a well
g0 as to cement off all the limestone formation might be necessary. Without
knowing more sbout conditions end ghe location of the well I cen do ano more.

The St. Petsr sendstone occurs at and below river level.
‘Yery truly yours,

F. 7. Thwaites, Geologist



J.ALBERT M. ROBINSON
CONSULTING ENGINEER
228 NORTH LA SALLE STREET

CENTRAL 9129 CHICAGO

November 5th, 1930

Prof., F. T. Thwaltes,
Science Hall,
Universit% of Wisconsin,
Madison, Wisconsin,

Dear Professor:

Since your letter of October 1T7th concerning wells at
Oconto, Wisconsin I have not heard from you and have
been hoping daily to get some information on this sub-
Ject., The cross section you sent me helps but does
not give as much data as I need.

Thanking you for anything further that you can tell
me at this time, I am,

JAMR, S



Nov. 6, 1930

Mr. J. Albert M. Robinson,
228 North la Salle 2t.,
Ghiong;. Illineds
Bear Mr. Robinson:

In reply te yours of Nove 5 I had & letter from Louis Faust saying
that they have never drilled at Oconte. She drilling hes mostly been done
by the water company end under the circumstances it secms likely that they
would not want to give much information. I would plan to shut off the top
limestone at least. There may be no true §t. Peter sandstono since it is
absent at Green Bay and Peshtige. Most wells find several siray sands in the
Prairie du Chien formation. Most of the production comes {ram the Mazomanie
and Dresbach sandstones. No troublesome caving places are found so far as
I know., I am sure you could get a good well but would nmot try to drill to the
granite &s it is reported thet the water neat tho bottom of the sendstones
48 poor. 1 am sorry that I can give no more informntiqp but could do little
under the circumstances.

Very truly yours,

Beologist in charge of well records



J.ALBERT M. ROBINSON
CONSULTING ENGINEER
228 NORTH LA SALLE STREET

CENTRAL 9129 CHICAGO October 15, 1950

Re: Bowman Dairy Company, Oconto, Wis,

Prof, F. T. Thwaltes,
Science Hall, Univ. of Wis.,
Madison, Wisconsin,

Dear Professor,

Concerning a good supply of water, I visited the above
plant -« formerly Murphy-Ward - and would like to inquire
of you concerning the formations and what you know about
the whole situation. I could get Xittle information

from the Water Company in town, but did find that their
wells range in depth from about 300 to 600 feet, the former
not flowing into the reservoir, and the latter flowing
somewhat thereto. I assume that the formation under the -
limestone is Dresbach, and the limestone seems to be about
30 to L0 feet from surface, We need about 100 GPM, and it
is my hope that we can get it without too much expense.

As the water rates are very high, we want to eut off from
City supply, but keep this under your hat.

The Superintendent of the Water Company told me that the
logs of his wells are in the office of a Mr, Sam Hart,
Consulting Engineer, Gay Building, Madison, and should it

become necessary to secure information from him by application

to hid office, please bear in mind that discretion must

be useéd, as I do not want it to become public knowledge
that we have any such plan in mind, 8o far, I am investi-
gating the present wells of the Dalry plant to see why they
are not alike in performance - but cannot get any records
on them at all,

Thanking you for your usual promptness, which will not be
forgotten, I am

JAMR/s




Oct. 17, 1930
Mr. J. Albert, M. Robinson,
228 No. La Salle St.,
Chicago, Illinois
Dear lir. Robinson:

In reply to yours of the 15th which came yesterday we have no
satisfactory logs of wells at Oconto. Appareatly the Water Company has never
been w illing to give out much information. 4s I am now back on the pay roll
of the State Survey I would not be allowed to give out loge of  private wells
such as these even if I did have them. Under the circumstances I do not feel
like visiting Mr. Hartt just at present. Possibly I will have a student
working on well logs in vhich case I cen send him. I will, however, write
the Fauste at Kaukeuna for I think they worked on these wells and may have logs
in their notobook_a. fhe best thntl I can do is to enclose a’' ematin cross
secction which passes through Oconto. On this section the top of the St. Peter
is shown as a straight line. I think thie lies gbout 100 feet below the
surface at Oconte judging from Weidmans report. There should be no trouble in
getting 100 g.pem. if you use ain air lift or deep well pump. I was called
to Marinette once to see how they could get more water and found a centrifugal
pump installed several feet above the top of the well. An air lift fixed them
so they had plenty of water. I will write if I can get more information.

Very truly yours,

Geologist in charge of well records



Sopts 30, 1931

B Lo e
Chicege, Illincis
Dear Mirs Robinsont

. In veply %6 your two lettors of Sopb. 29 in ro Des Pladuos end
Jofgarson will say hot I will bo glod to heve you el on me ab eithor of the
timos mewdloneds nmmzm’mmwmxm

I thdnk that your idoa %o drill north of Des Flales ia correct.

Yery iruly yours,

ih h,i,,":!,\'}'tf;”"‘v_‘ W



J.ALBERT M. ROBINSON
CONSULTING ENGINEER
228 NORTH LA SALLE STREET

CENTRAL 9129 CHigA00 September 29 th, 1951 .

RE: City of Ft. Atkinson, Wisconsin,

Prof, F. T. Thwaites,
Science Hall,
University of Wisconsin,
Madison, Wisconsin,

Dear Prof. Thwailtes:

On the 22nd inst., the City Council of Ft. Atkinson
instructed me to proceed at once with preparation of
specifications for a new deep well and we are trying
to get these specifications out by October 10th for
recelpt of bids on October 23%rd.

I want to talk to you about the geolegical conditions
there as there seems to be very little information on
the subject except that we know that there is a deift
of 250' and believe there is a limestone cap, probably
Mendota, just under the drift, but I have no informa-
tion except the log of the Jefferson well, which was
sent me a few months ago by you. One of the wells at
Ft. Atkinson is about 750! deep but the one at the
Park Plant is 800', I do not know that either was
drilled to the Pre-Cambrian.

It is possible, in faect very likely, that I will have
to attend the Council meeting at Ft. Atkinson next
Tuesday evening, October 6th, and am wondering if it
would be convenient to you for me to see you either
during that day or the following morning, and in the
mean time gather together such data as you can.

With kind personal regards and thanking you for your
usually prompt attention, I am,

Yours ve truly,

JAMR.S



J.ALBERT M. ROBINSON
CONSULTING ENGINEER
228 NORTH LA SALLE STREET

CENTRAL 9129 CHicaso September 29th, 1931.

RE: City of Des Plaines, Illinois,

Prof. F. T. Thwaites,
Science Hall,
University of Wisconsin,
Madison, Wisconsin,

Dear Prof., Thwaites:-

On the evening of the 21st inst. the above ordered me to
report completely on the water supply situation and gave
me about a month in which to do it.

I realize that you can do very little on an Illinois
matter such as this, yet you have in your past experience,
prior to your connectlon with the Illinois Geological
Survey, some good information on the Des Plaines anticline
and the general geological conditions in that district.

It is my hope that when next I see you, I may obtain some
information which will help me in my work. I have in
mind drilling further to the west or northwest as I feel
that in so doing, it will be possible to avoid some of
the troubles which have been experienced in the past.

Looking forward with pleasure to seeing you, I am,

Yours yg¢ry truly,

JAMR, S
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