LIBRARIES

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

The Australian bee bulletin. Vol. 10, no. 10
January 28, 1902

West Maitland, N.S.W.: E. Tipper, January 28, 1902
https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dlI/VECNQOG43FDOL8H

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NKC/1.0/

For information on re-use see:
http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Copyright

The libraries provide public access to a wide range of material, including online exhibits, digitized
collections, archival finding aids, our catalog, online articles, and a growing range of materials in many
media.

When possible, we provide rights information in catalog records, finding aids, and other metadata that
accompanies collections or items. However, it is always the user's obligation to evaluate copyright and
rights issues in light of their own use.

728 State Street | Madison, Wisconsin 53706 | library.wisc.edu

Y / { { A



egistered at the General Post Office Sydney for transmission by post as a Newspaper

- THH+HUSTRALIAN 4+

Bee Bulletin.

oot Eede——— Pee—

A MONTHLY JOURNAL, DEVOTED TO BEE-KEEPING.
Edited and Published by E. TIPPER, West Ma,itlind; Apiary, Willow Tree, N.S.W. i
irculated in all the Australian Colonies, New Zealand, & Cape of Good Hope.

VoL, 10. No 10, JANUARY 28, 1402! Prr Cory, 6D.
Py Annin 58, booked 6s 6d , wn Australasia, outside N.S.W., add 6d. postage

“ YOUR HONEY WILL SELL BETTER.

In Well Made LEVER TOP TINS
o ~ That do not Leak.

Chown Bros. and _Mulholland, Ltd.
. THOMAS STREET, ULTIMO, SYDNEY.
s PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION.

«| R. K ALLPORT, Pe

Manufacturer & Importer of Beckeepers’ Supplies,
SHUTER STREET NORTH SYDNEY.

~ REDWOOD HIVES FROM 3s 6o EACH,
l Before Ozv'de?"ing send for Price Laist.

YOUR OWN BEESWAX MADE INTO
FOUNDATION AT 5d PER LB.
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Roots Famons Strain
Toncuss PTALIAN QUEENS,

T yvish to announce to' Aus. Beekeepers that T ¢an now furnish Queens of this superior
strain, as 1 have succeeded in'landing from America ome of the best broadens
that money could buy. I now have over 200 of these splendid business Queens
ready for prompt dispatch at following prices :—Untested Root Queens
5/- each, Tested Root Queens for breeding 10/~ eaeh, and Seleet
Tested Breeders, 20/- each, If you want something new and something
good try this famous strain,, Read the following which is'one of the numerous
endorsements received regarding the Bees in Americh, whers they have recoived
a thorgugh trial and come out on top.
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Buffalo, N. Y., July 5, 1901.

The bees are working as I never saw them work hefore. and already there is
over 100 pounds of honey in the hive, and all from clover, T am lod to beliove that,
long tongues and good working qualities go together.

OREL L. HERSHISER,
Gikd . Supt. N.Y, State Apiarian Hxhibit, Agricultural Building,
.“{, Pan-American Exhibition, Buffalo, N.Y.
) : : 2
RIEL ATl Queens Post Froe and safe arrival guaranteed.  Make P.0.0. payable at Goopwa,
: and Address to : :

H. L. JONES, G00DNA, QUEENSLAND,
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QUEENS ! 3s. Each. QUEENS !

One Untested ‘3/-; Three for 7/6; Tested, 6/-; Select Breeder, 12/6, 4)

Golden, Five Banded, Ligurian, Oyprian  Italians. = Golden, Five Banded and
Ligurian are bred in' separate apiaries. I am breeding all my queens from
now imiported blood, the best that money can buy T have madé great preparations
for the coming season, and if we have a good season will be able to execute
' orders promptly. 2y

Try one of my SAFE INTRODUGING OAGES, with quest, 51 oxira, without. &
———queen, 4d. '

Full Colonies, 8 Franed Dovetailed Hive, £1.

8 Framed Nuclei, 10/-, with division containing two queens and  two frames =
each, 15/-. The advantage is, two Nuecleis same freight as one,

- IR. M. JERWVIS,
|  WREKIN APIARY,
MOSS YALE., N.S.W.
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ITALIAN QUEENS.
W. fbram, Beecroft,

Desires to remind all in want of Superior
Ttalian Queens that his knowledge and experi-
ence in Queen Breeding enables him to supply
+o satisfaction.

Qurens :—Untested, 5/-

Tested one, 10/-; three, 25/-; six, 45/-

Select Tested ,, 15/-;  ,, 70/-.

HExtra Choice ,; 25/-;

Iy

et

5 B0
Also Swarms, Stock Hives, and Implements.

FHor prices apply to—
WAL ACTES B AN
THE ITALIAN BEE EARY,

BEECROFT, xrar SYDNEY.

The First Bee Farm in Australia. Established
20 years, Winner of Most. Prizes.

The Farmer & Grazier
' The Best Illustrated
Farmers 'Journal in Australia,

T« 6d PER ANNU M.
J. TWOMEY & €O,
52 Market Street,
Melbourne,

My International Money Order Office
Beeville, Texas.

Direct 1 '
Queens Direct from America,
I WILL send you my best breeding queens of

either race, express prepaid by me, $7.50
each  Special raised and mated, the very best
$10 each ; untested, $2.50 each. We keep in
separate yardsfrom 7 to 15 miles apart. Ttali-
ans, Golden TItalians, Holylands, Oyprians,
Albinos, and Carniolan races. We import our
queens direvt, and try to have the best'of every
race. If you desire queens sent at your risk by
mail deduet $1,50 on each queen. Orderstothe
amount of ten dollars (£2) get one year's sub-
seviption to The Southlond Queen. L. gunyintee
safe arrival by express, and send more queens
Jree, purchasers paying express charges, $1.50
each, A newimportation of Holylands, Cypri-

ans and Italians to arrive soon. Money éGrder ©
office—Beeville Texas, U. 8. A, -

MRS. JENNIE ATCHLEY.

Begrvirie, Ber Uo.. Trxas, U. 8. A,

““The queens that we have received from Mrs,

| Atchley are doing well, and T am well plessed
{ with them.—E. Trrrrr.

NOTICE

|

HOULD auy beekeeper  have a doubt of
the genuineness of any honey sold in his
neighbourhood, send a sample to the Chairman
Board of Health, Sydney, who will cause it
to. be analysed, and take procceedings @ if
necessary.

—

[ HONEY LABELS

[ Our fadilities for doing all kinds of
Honey-label work in one or more
colors arc the best and we do it
cheaply. ——
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U= Have you seen the last copy_

_of g ¢¢ B : e
i Wlartin’s “Home & Farm.”’
If not, SEND FOCR SPECIMEN COPY!

&> SUBSCRIPTION Only 2/6 a year in N.S.W.

Other Colonies 3;,.'

You Should Read ItI

it is for every Farmer, Orchardist,

Gardener, Naize Grower, Dalryman,

Stock Breeder, Poultry Keeper, Bee Keeper, Country
and Suburban Resident.

i~ The Paper for every Farm and evwwy Home throughout Australia,

* Home & Farm” Publishing Coy., 161 Clarence S$t.. Sydnev. N.S.W.



The Australion Bee Bulletin,

JANUARY 28, 1902.

The New Zéaland Farmer.

READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL-
: TURAL ' JOURNAL.

It is practically the hand book of the New
Zealand Agrienlturist.

It keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer’s
daily requirements, < nabling him to utilise all
modern advantages within his reach.

‘Lhe subjects dealt with cover the whole field
of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticulturas pur-
suits, and the legislation affecting these several
industries. Its ~columns contain thoroughly
practical as well as scientific information upon
. all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the

Cultivation of Crops, Stock Breeding, and Man-

agemedt of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in

health and disease ; Dairy Mothods upon im-

proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including

the Suppression of Orchard Pests Poultry

Rearing, Speeial Industries, etc., etc., besides

eritical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations
. from every farming centre in the colony.

The “New Zealand Farmer’’ is the only paper
In the colony wholly devoted to the interests of
Farmers, Wool Growers, and.Orchardists.

Subseription: Per annum, 125 6d, posted in
advance, 10s.

Send your Subseription through any Stationer
or direct to the

PUBLISHING Orrics, FoRT-8T., AUCKLAND

AMERICAN
BRED

My Golden Strain are not Excelled for Beauty
: or Honey Gatherers.

Tested Queens 5
Untested Quecns

82.50 ea.
81.50 ea:

SATFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.

J. W. MINER,
RONDA, N.C,, U.S.A.

The Australian Pastoralist,
AND BREEDERS GAZETIE.
PUBLISHED MONTHLY.

Price, 35 Per Annum.

Contains all the leading Pastoral Intsllizence.

Address Orders— ;
P.O., Woolloongabba,
BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND

ANTHONY
HORDERN'’S
ONLY UNIVERSAL PROVIDERS

Make a Speeiality of
Country Orders through the Post

-8 > - T r————
A Speeial Staff is employed upon this
business, whose special experienee is at
the serviee of country folk.

In the selection of various kinds of goods
this special experience is of vast assist-
anee, enabling us to ehoose wisely and to
satisfy every country need. ;
ANTHONY HORDERN’'S
FAMOUS LOW PRICES
CONFER IMMENSE BENEFITS UPON
" COUNTRY PEOPLE.

Anthony Hordern’s
Famous Low Prices.

are a eut below the prices of every Sydney
Storekeeper and they are miles under the

to charge. _ ;
Anthony Hordern's
Famous Low Prices,

apply to every description of goods,
and to the smallest parcels as well as to
the biggest lots. )

Send for Paiterns, Prices and
particulars of Goods required.

ANTHONY HORDERN & SONS,

Only Universal Providers,
HAYMARKET, and

SYODNEY.

RS I R T W s O T R L T e AT

—— e e —

high rates Country Storekeepers seek

EXHIBITION BUILDING .

y
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The following is a list of advertisers
in our present issue :—
Supply Dealers.

R. K. Allport, Chuter 8t., North Sydney.
A. Hordern & Sons, Haymarket, Sydney,

* The W. T. Falconer Maunufacturing Co:,

Jamestown, N.Y., U.S.A.

" Chown Bros. and Mullholland, Ltd.,

Thomas St., Ultimo, Sydney.
Queen Raisers.
‘W. Abram, Beecroft.

H. L. Jones, Goodna, Queensland.
A. A. Roberts, Muswellbrook, N.S W

. Jas. McFarlane, Lyndhurst, Victoria.

Mrs. Jennie Atchley, Beeville Bee Co.,
Texas, U.S.A.

J. W. Miner, Ronda, N.C., U.8.A.

R. H. Jervis, Moss Vale, N.S.W.

Miscellaneous.
A. Hordern & Sons, Haymarket only,
Sydney.

" Allen & Co, 242 Sussex street, Sydney

X,

-
3

| will be no fall flow whatever.

The Farmers’ Co-operative Company,
Ltd., Sussex street, Sydney.

Foundation.
R. Beuhne, Tooborae, Vietoria.

WORK FOR THE MONTH.

The yellow box flow is over. It would
not have been much had we not divided
into three apiaries instead of ome, but
that took up a lot of time and running
about. Our thoughts are now as to the
future. There will be no apple tree
bloom to speak of. Corn planted in
December is pinched and poor. Pumpkins
the same. So as far as we can see there
‘We have
| been careful, . therefore, not to rob too

close, as what is left on, unless something
very unexpectly turns up, will have to
keep them till next spring. It is now we
are able to form some estimate of the value
of the different queens, and know what to
do in the matter of superseding. No

queen cells, no swarming, though plenty
of brood.

Sprigs of tansy are objectional to ants.
Also a chalk line.

Never destroy a reigning queen until
the queen sent for is received.

Send us names of your neighbouring
beekeepers who do nof take the A.B.B.

Legs of stand for hives smeared with
a mixture of corrosive sublimate keeps
ants in check.

The A. T, Root Co., are going to supply
small gasoline engines to work four or six
frame extractors.

A slice of onion applied to a bee sting,
renewed every few minutes. is said fo
afford speedy relief,

In Canada samples of honey can be
analysed free of charge. If adulterated
the Gtovernment prosecutes,

Honey is shipped from Canada to the
United States under a duty of 1 and two-
third cents. per pound.

Three thousand drones (no uncommon
thing in a hive) would consume ahout
251bs. of honey in five weeks,

‘We would remind editor Bennett that

Sydney is not a free port now since the
federation of the Australian colonies,

Will members of the N.S.W. Bee
Farmers’ Association who have not for-
warded their nomination papers kindly do
so at earliest,
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A Singleton beekeeper tells us the past
season has been bad, and not a single
drone was raised, and if the dry weather
continues he will lose all his bees.

Professor Cook says that the eucalyptus
trees in California are in bloom every
month of the year. Why do they do so
away from home, and not here in Aus-
tralia where they come from?

In the changes made in the Federal
Tariff in committee of ways and means,
before the Christmas holidays, we find the
following : —Honey, jams, and jellies,
from 2d to 13d per lb.

Mr. Johns, of Breefield, reports that
after introducing several untested queens
some of his other hives swarmed, and all
went into the weak hives where the un-
tested queens were, destroying them,

A correspondent wants to know why,
if he sends a bale of oppossom and wallaby
skins to Sydney he gets returns the third
day, whereas he sent 20 tins of honey to
a Sydney commission agent and gof
squared up four months after ? :

The N. 8. Wales Agricultural Grzette
for December gives a very interesting
paper on “The History of a Grain of
Wheat,” by F. B. Guthrie. It is well
written and should be of great interest
to every grower of wheat in the colony.

In Richmond, U.S.A., a bronze statue
of General Lee, horse and rider, a shell,
half-an-inch thick, with only entrances at
the horse’s nostrils and the rider’s mouth,
bees have taken possession. Tt is sup-
posed to be full ot honey which cannot be
got at without seriously injuring the
statue.

We were very pleased to hear in one
N.S.W. community the beekeepers (all
small ones with an average of five or six
hives) have decided not to sell any honey
under 4d per 1b. We will not publish
the name of the place, as outsiders might
try and take advantage of it with in
ferior honey.

With the Federal duty of 13d per1b on
all honey imported into the colonies, and
the general failure of the honey crop,
prices must go up. It remains with bee-

Che _Australian Bee Bulletin.
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keepers themselves to hold out for fair +
prices. If sent to commission agents
place your good reserve on, and note the T4
prices in your local press are the bee-
keepers priee not the buyers.

The subscription to the N.S.W. Bee
Farmers’ Association is not large—only
2s 6d per annum. It really does not
cover printing and postage stamps, but
the Secretary is satistied. Will members &
kindly forward such and also nomination
paper for the election at the next annual _
meeting in April. The work accomplished
by the Association depends on the
members themselves, and those they elect
to office. |

Honey in the ILion’s Mouth.—A%
Princes Rishorough (Bucks), England, a™ 4
drove of bees have selected a curious
hive, and are industriously depositing ¢
honey therein from day to day. Overthe
entrance to the Welch Brewery there is
the figure of a huge lion with an open » y
mouth. The bees have made this their
refuge, and at the present time the jaws,
of the animal are filled with an abund-
ance of honey, The unusual spectacle is
an object of great interest to inhabitants
and visitors alike,.— Hzchange. {

The Newecastle (N.5.W.) press quota-
tions for honey is 10s 6d the 60lb. tin. ¢
We would call the attention of the New-
castle district beekeepers to this. Tna -
justice to beekeepers of the colony gener-
ally they should see to it. All g‘ood*!
honey is worth 12s 6d the 601b tin whole-
sale, and none should be sold under that +4
figure. The price of all kinds of pro-
duce, butter included, is on the increase, *
and why should honey hang fire in this
abominable way. Newcastle district men
look out for yourselves and your fellow-g
beekeepers as well.

1

A

The Californian heekeepers, under the,
leadership of Mr. B. S. K. Bennett, editor
of the Pacific hee Jowrnal, mean business. ¢
Several beekeepers’ organizations have
started there without success, and now, it
is intended to work with the Southern
Californian Fruit Exchange. The new
heekeepers’ organization is to known as
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the Southern California Honey Associ-
ation, and anyone who owns, leases, or

. otherwise controls fifty stands of bees is

eligible to membership upon signing the
articles of the association and paying a
sum equal to one cent. per stand of pro-
ducing bees. The Pacific Bee Journal
says :—* The gathering of the hee men
on the call of this paper has had a good
effect upon the price of honey. We may
safely say that the move for better organ-
ization resulted in a raise of one cent a
pound on the remaining honey.” One
speaker said he had lived in California
twenty years, and had seen organizations
spring up and none had succeeded except
the California Fruit Exchange,

‘We are very sorry to have to record the
death Mrs. D. G. Teys, of Murrurundi.
We deeply sympathise with Mr, Teys, in
his sad loss.

The Murrurundi Times says :—1It is with feel-
ings of the most sincere regret that we have to
announce the sad and sudden death of Mrs. D.
G. Teys, which cceurred at 1.30 p.m. on Wed-
nesday last (New Year’s Day) the camse of
death being pneumonia. Mrs. Teys, who was
a daughter of Mr. John Lane, an old and re-
spected resident of Windsor, and a sister of the
Rev. B. Lane, who was Wesleyan Minister in
charge of this circuit some ten or eleven years
ago, was most highly respected by everyone who
knew her. She, like her husband, was a most
earnest worker in the local Wesleyan Church, by
the members of which her loss will be severely
felt. As late as Christmas Day last Mrs. Teys
took an active part in the services of that

» Church, taking some of the leading solos in the

choral service held on that evening, and it was
at that service that she caught the chill which
led to the complaint which caused her death, in
spite of all that medical skill and loving care
could suggest. Mr and Mrs. Teys have been
married 11 years last Christmas, and by
her untimely death three young children
the youngest about four years are left
motherless. We tender our sincere sym-
pathy with the bereaved ones in their sad atfie-
tion. The funeral took place on Thursday
afternoon, the remains being taken to the
Wesleyan Church, where a short service was
held and from thence to the cemetery at Haydon-
ton where they were interred. The funeral was

. very largely attended, testifying to the esteem

in which both the deceased and her husband are
held by the people of the town and district.

Che Australian Bee Bulletin.
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™ The Farmers’ Co-operative Association
have agaim kindly placed their Board
Room at the disposal of the N.S.W Bee
Farmers’ Association for their annual
meeting April 1st and 2nd.

In reply to a correspondent who wishes
to know the best way to send a single
601b, tin of honey to England, the name
of Sanders & Co., Carriers, ete., King-
street, Sydney, is given us as likely to
forward it cheapest.

Messrs. Hawken & Vance, of Sussex-
street, Sydney, has sent us the following,
dated January 22nd :—Honey has had a
dull spell for a while, but is now spurting
again, principally for export orders. A
good deal of second quality gradually
coming in keeps the market down, nor
do we anticipate higher than present rul-
ing prices, as our reports from heekeepers
generally incline to more generous
supplies during February and March,
Beeswax secarce, ls 1d, 1s 2d, 1s 2%
Prosent values of honey: Northern 13d,
2d perlb; Western 21d, 23d, 23d per lb.

Storekeepers or oTHERS

WANTING HONXY,

F you apply to E. Tipper, Willow Tree, will
tell you where it can be purchased. Please
send postage stamps for replies.

TONGUES MEASURED.

G. M. DOOLITTLE,

After I know pretty near what the re-
sults of the season was to be, I sent 12
bees from each of four colonies to Mr,
Wood, of Lansing, Mich., and to Prof.
Gillette, of the Colorado Experiment
Station. at Fort Collins, to have their
tongues measured. The bees in cage No
1 were from the colony which gave the
largest yield here at the home apiary,
which yield now proves to be 261 com-
pleted sections, 21 partly filled, or say
about 12 pounds and they have 42 pounds
in their hives for winter. These bees
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were from a queen reared during 1900
from my old original stock that I have
heen trying to bring as near perfection,
as to honey gathering as possible, for
the past 30 years. No, 2 was from the
poorest colony, as to honey yield, al-
though I counted it the best during the
first of the season, as it had more brood
and bees on June 25th than any other
colony in either apiary. The queen was
from an Towa apiarist,which T got during
August 1900. This colony gave only 44
poorly filled sections, no partly filled
sections, and had to be fed for winter, as it
only had 12 pounds in the hive on October
first. No. 3 wasfrom my golden breeder,
“from which I took brood for queen-rear-
ing three times every week during the
whole of the honey flow; and for this
reason 1 expected very little from her
colony. But they gave 68 completed
sections, and have 37 pounds in theirhive
for winter. No. 4 was from the famous
long-tongued stock which so much has
been written about. This queen was sb-
tained on April 29th, and introduced to a
colony from which a queen had just been
sold. From No. 4 I took 65 sections, the
cappings of which had that watery
appearance so common with bees from
imported Italian stock, and they have 29
pounds in their hive for winter. Now,
from the above, it would seem that colony
No. 1, which gave 315 pounds of honey,
should have the longest tongues, if there
was any truth in the fad of last winter
and spring when such a breeze was raised
over the superiority of long-tongued bees
for honey gathering, but T'll let the
figures tell. The average length of
tongue, as given by Mr. Wood, was, for
No. 1, about 24.9; No. 2, 25.1; No. 3,
25.5 ; No. 4, 25.6; the some being in
hundreds of an inch. Mr. Gillette’s

NOTICE.

R. R. BEUHNE, Tooborae, is appointed
Agent for Victoria for the AUSTRAL-

IAN BEE BULLETIN, and is authorised to
receive subscriptions and advertisements for

i E. TIPPER.

Che _Australian Bee Bulletin.
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average for the same lot was, for No. 1, §
95, 4; No. 2, 25.6; No. 3, 25.6; No. 4,
95.8. I will not stop to make any com- < ¢
ments, but leave the matter with the
reader to decide how much there was in {-
that long-tongue fad. I will close by
saying that all four colonies were worked 4}
as nearly alike as was posssible, with the |
exceptions I haye mentioned.— Progressive ’
Beekeeper. b
1

LONG TONGUES. < b

REPLY TO MR. DOOLITTLE BY Gleanings. 4

In the record of your four colonies, the , |
measurements of the tongues are so |
nearly alike that really there is no differ- « J
ence, at least for practical purposes—
that is, honey production. Between the ¢
bees in No. 1 and those in No. 4 there is
only four ome-thousandth. This is so §
infinitesimal that it counts, for nothing.

If, however, No. 1 showed a tongue-reach +
of sixteen-hundredth and No. 4 twenty-

three-hundredth or twenty-four-hundredth = A
then there would be a decided variation.
It is evident, however, that colony No. 1
did not produce the 317 1bs. of honey, all
told, because its bees had longer tongues
than those of the others, Tts honey-
gathering qualities were dependent on
some other characteristic or combination
of them. Prof. Gillette’s figures show _,
tongue length. Now, it may be that <_
actual tongue reach was much greater in

the colony that produced the largest
amount of honey than in the others, You

will remember T have drawn a distinetion -
between tongue reach and tongue length.

|

-

-

W. W., Woodhurst, Geurie Jan 10th "
1902, —TI am not doing much with the
bees as other occupations which engage
my attention are paying me better. They
require too much attention for the return
they give here, but T have no doubt that ¢
in good seasons they would pay well if
properly looked after. Wishing you and »-
YOUr paper success,
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VICTORIAN NOTES.
R, BEUHNE
>  Seraving Frurr Broom.—I  have re-
ceived a letter in reference to this subject,
v~ the writer of which is a beekeeper and a
 {fruitgrower as well, from which T extract
- the following :—
I note in A. A. B., this issue, that you are
. suggesting calling upon Fruit-growers’ Associa-
tion re spraying fruit trees whilein bloom, I
. have often seen paragraphs in the papers referr-
ing to the same thing. As I am a fruit-gi ower
, and also a beekeeper I think I know something
#~ about it, and I say thatin many ca<es the beew
keepers alarm themselves unnecessarily on the
y matter. So far as my knowledge gocs, the only
sprays that can injure bees are the arsenical ones,
Paris Green, London Purple, and they arve only
used on apples and pears for the Codlin moth.
‘Where there is no Codlin moth these preparations
are not used, and in a good many cases they are
not used even where the moth is present, for
,~ example, there is no moth nearer to me than
three miles. but on each side of me, at that
distanee, the moth is present and yetno arsenical
preparations are used for many miles around,
and [ believe the same holds good elsewhere.
* The reason these sprays are not more used is
that they are only partially effective, ai d putting
» bands around the trees is quite as good. In
cases where these sprays are nsed they will not
» injure bees unless the arsenic gets in contact
with the neetar in the flower, and if it does so
w the spray is a failure so far as that floweris con-
P* serned. Difficulty is caused by the fact that all
the flowers do not open at once and to be effec-
» tive the arsenic must bein or on the calyx of the
apple divectly after it is formed, and by that
time the flower is of no more use to the hees
so that to wait until all the flowers had set their
fruit would probably mean that in many cases
" the spraying would  be too late to be effective,
and as the first set fruit is the best and most
- “likely to hang on the grower must spray when
the trees are partly at least in bloom or he might
» a8 well not spray at all. T have never used the
arsenical sprays but I have used in wholesale fash-
ion Bordeauxmixture and also tobaceo wash. and
® neither of them do any harm whatever to the
bees, I make it a matter of religion to Spray my
"peaches when they are in blossom. | begin when
the flower commences to open and by the time
. L am finished the blossoming is nearly over and
[ have yet to see any harm done to bees, to
fowers, to the bees or the fruit.

. ¥
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THE SEason.—~So far the same state of
things continues as reported in last issue,
I have not heard of anybody getting any
honey to speak of. I am getting orders
for honey; I always do when I have
none.  One of our apiarists has just
shifted his apiary to the third location
this season; 40 miles at first, now 100
miles, and he means to shift again later
on. I hope he has struck it this time, as
up till now he had nothing. Another
apiarist is away prospecting another State
for bee-pasture, and a correspondent ex-
presses himself in this way: “I am
building everything on next season, or 1
must chuck the game, its no use going on
like this. Tast season was poor, the
season hefore was worse, and this is even
worse.  Now its a poor business that
only yields a crop once in 4 or 5 years,
and practically nothing at all in the
others; and from a business point of view
it will be time to ask myself a fow
sensible questions if next season fails.
What about cabbages or stone cracking
as an easy way to earn a living as com-
pared with beekeeping.” Why does not
my friend pack up and shift to Gippsland
or the Coast ? He evidently did not read
the .irgus of December 9, thus:—
“Possibly in Victoria alone, 30,000
people might find employment in collect-
ing wealth now going to waste in the
coast districts and the Gippsland B orests,
in the form of honey for which Europe,
Africa, and Asia, offer a market, are pre-
cluded by reason that the tools of trade
required to collect this wealth ave pro-
tected out of their reach.” As our friend
has a fine apiary already, thers is a for-
tune waiting for him there.

Waix rrom Dismasep  Cornozims,—
Judging from letters received occasionally
there ave still people who think that wax
from diseased colonies is dangerous if
made inte foundation. They quite forget
that the bulk of the wax which comes
into the market is from hox hives, and
there is rarely a hoxhive apiary quite
free from foul brood. I have never
heard of an authenticated case where
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foul-brood developed from foundation.
R. 1. Taylor, in America, when conduct-
ing a State Experimental Apiary, demon-
strated beyond a doubt, that wax if
boiled cannot, does not carry life germs.

In Practischer Wigweiser of November
1, appears an article dealing with this
subject. I extract the following from
page 344 : *On account of the extreme
smallness of the germs of bacillus alvei
and the consistency of wax, it may be
assumed without a doubt that germs
boiled with the wax are perfectly harm-
less as they can never again be liberated
from the coating of wax, even the gnawing
and working of the wax by the bees will
still leave them with an immense coating
of wax in proportion to their size and so
long as they remain waxed, they are
perfectly harmless and a developement of
the bacillus is altogether out of the
question.

N. 13, France, State Inspector of
Apiaries in Wisconsin in his “ Diseases of
Bees” says Comb-Foundation as made
by supply manufactories is free from life
germs and perfectly safe to use. Ihave
taken very badly diseased combs from
various apiaries in Wisconsin, rendered
them into wax and either made comb-
foundation of it myself or taken direct
to the wholesale manufactories and had
them make this wax separately into
foundation, then I placed this foundation
in 20 of the best model apiaries of the
State in 62 colonies where no disease was
ever known and it has not shown any
signs of it since.”

Tt any one still has any doubts on the
subject they can treat the hoiling wax
with sulphurie acid when making founda-
tion, as I am doing with all wax to refine
it.

RISTS’
ASSOCIATION.
W. L. DAVEY, SECRETARY.

I am glad to report that the Associa-
tion is still inereasing her borders.
Nothing which savours of great deeds or
big splashes has come our way, but a

VICTORIAN APIA
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steady, persevering growth and a gradual =

recognition of our position as represent- ¢
ing the industry may easily be discerned
amongst the powers that be.

The following report has been received
from the Agricultural Department relat-
ing to a sample of beeswax :—

Agricultural Laboratory, 4
Melbourne,
Oct. 24th, 1901.

Analysis of supposed beeswax submitted to

Victorian Apiarists’ Association :—

Specific gravity at 1000 at 786 »

Melting point 48°
Acid value .. 0
Ether value 0
Sponification value 0

These results indicates that this substance is
merely paraffin wax with a little colouring
material.
A. N. PEARSON,
Chemist for Agriculture.

This is the worst sample I have ever come
across, and would never deceive an experienced
beekeeper, but dealers in Melbourne were easily
deluded into making large purchases of the con-

L)

4

t'ﬁ

cocion. The scoundrel suddenly made himself !
soarce when he got wind of the nvestigation of
his product. e

In answer to my letter of recent date to the
Lands Departmentasking for information re Bee-
keepers Licenses on Crown Lands. T begto
submit the following reply :—

flice of Lands and Survery,

Melbourne. k.

s1r, Adverting to your letter of 27th ultimo,
T beg to forward herewith a copy of regulations*

under the Land Acts and an extract from

Alterations of Regulations published in the-y

Government Gazette of 16th July last, having
special reference to bee farms,

(Signed) M. F. MORKHAM, 4

Secretary for Lands.
Extract referred to :—
CraprEr 1X,

-

Miscellaneous Licenses (Section 99, Land Acte »

1890.)
Ber Farms. -
Every application for a licence for the purpose &
of a bee farm shall be in the form prescribed in
Schedule 54 of the Regulations made on 4th <
July, 1899. Every licence for a bee farm shall

an

be in the form prescribed in Schedule S, and

shall be subject to such payment and such other

conditions as may be fixed by the Minister. ¢
To conditions 2 and 3 of Schedule S the

following words shall be added after the word

« officer” —namely, “ or the lessee or licensee of~ 9

the block on which the area comprised in this

license is situated.”
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The license fee has not yet been fixed,
but I hope to be able to report the
amount of the annual fee in next A.B.B.
as I have written about it,

With the season’s compliments to all
our members and friends. :

et M e er R0

R. BEUHNE, CORRESPONDENT

Bee Disgases, Hoxey Samrerms, Ko
—Some months ago I requested the
Department of Agriculture to obtain from
America the reports of the latest Investi-
gation of Bee Diseases, and T have just
received from the Department ¢ Diseases
of Bees and Legislation,” by N. E.
France, State Inspector of Apiaries in
Wisconsin. I expect to receive others
and will publish extracts from time to
time in ““A.B.B.”

The Department of Agriculture has
lately been collecting samples of honey
for London office, and I have pointed out
to them the difficulties of getting repre-
sentative samples this season, and the
views of apiarists as ascertained by
correspondence and personal intercourse.

Following up I have suggested that
the Department of Agriculture should
obtain standard samples of English honey
in original packages for inspection and
comparison here, and trust that they will
be available for our annual meeting. The
correspondence received and sent 1s some-
what large, too large for publication in
A.B.B., but will be available at the
Annual meeting together with the publica-
tions veceived referred to above.

e

MY NOTE BOOK.

W. L. DAVEY,

‘What has happened to the Vietorian
beekeepers?  Why ave their pens rusting,
are their litevavy abilities played out, or
is it that their season is so good that their
names are caused %o become *“ conspicuous
bv their absence,” because of a heavy
honey flow, or are their hopes down to
zero, and are they sick and tired of the
¢ husy little bee,” busy hunting for
something to fill the cravings of an empty
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stomach, busy carting water, fighting,
robbing, busy dying, but not a drop of
honey. If that is the experience in
Victoria no wonder we hang our harps on
the willow tree and stow our pens and
paper until the dawn of better days, but
surely we have some grit in us as well as
that persistent Tooboracite, who always
comes up smiling even when his hees for-
get to come home with a load of honey, or
don’t come home at all. Personally, I+
could mnot raise a decent queen umntil
December, for want of enough honey to
give the hives that vim that 1s necessary
to good queen-hreeding, and even now
they have an uneasy manner, which one
never notices in a good season.,

I notice that friend Abram begs to
differ from your remarks on prizes, and I
heg to differ from you both. Friend
Abram says shows ave held and prizes
given to foster and encourage production
and manufactory, and his contention is
“that such is needed.”” Now, I cannot
subseribe to such a doctrine at all, it is
simply absurd to ask anybody to do so.
Take as an example the dairyman, fruit-
grower, and manufacturers.  Why does
the one raise high-class butter, high-class
apples, pears, peaches, etc.? or why doees
the manufacturer turn out marvellous
machinery, ploughs, harrows, ete.? Is it
for the paltry prizes that they win at a
country show, that they one and all give
the best of their lives, efforts, and sweat
of their brows for? No, certainly not.
The best is produced, because man must
live. Bad butter is the farmer’s loss, in-
ferior fruit is the fruitgrower’s loss, and
so on. Self-preservation is surely strong
enough in man to cause him fo produce
his best without the hot-house effect of
“shows.” We will suppose friend
Abram has an apiary situated in a stringy
bark district in full flow, and five miles
away is a flow of equal dimensions from
yellow box. Our friend would look up all
the “show news” hefore deciding to
shift his apiary, he would look for the
show prize, but the average beekeeper
would say, stringy bark honey id perlh.,
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yellow box 8d, here goes for more, hang
the show prize, I want as my prize some
tons of threepenny honey, that’s why I
ghift, and somehow I think friend A.
would not be far behind. If the ambi-
tion to be successful is not in the bee-
keeper, all the shows in the world won’t
make him so. But if T want to help pro-
duction by showing at the different shows
how should T go about it? Well, first of
“all we'll arrange to show bees, queens,
and honey, and of course apicultural im-
plements at, say Timbuctoo. We get a
prize for queens,‘and that increases pro-
duction ‘‘of queens,” as far as we are
concerned. Then we show bees and how
they are worked, and, oh! such nice
lovely honey all done up in its “ Sunday
go meeting togs.” Yes, everything is so
sweet and clean, and so easy to contem-
plate. Result, production of a large
quantity of inexperienced beekeepers,
who want queens, bees and hives, yes,
more production. Yes, shows increase
production, then follows the inevitable
foul brood production, starvation produc-
tion, and the final ¢ don’t know where he
are” production. No, sir, I am honestly
off shows which are only one-sided, give
the ignorant public an insight into foul
brood, bee paralysis, starvation seasons,
back block life with water famines and
isolation from civilisation, along with
your frilled section of honey and your
golden Italian. Do this, then you can
put your honey before the public honestly,
and use the show as a means of advertus-
ing your honey, not the tndustry. A show
to my mind is only useful as a means of
advertising your goods, and not an attrac-
tion which causes you to produce them.
You produce those sections, those tons of
extracted honey, you place them in the
show because you have produced them
and want a buyer, but the question each
heekeeper has to ask himself is this: Is it
an honest action to dispose of our goods
i such a manner as to induce the in-
experienced public to invest their money
in the industry. They see at a show
everything arranged on an elaborate
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scale, and jump to conclusions that they «

could do the same, as everything seems so
easy and nice, not knowing that possibly *
years of hard persevering work, of dis-
appointment, of failure, of loss, all lis
behind the success that leads the bee-
keeper to show off his wares. I have
small sympathy with shows, until we have
a honey that will sell on the English
market.

I have a plan of marking hives that T
will enumerate next issue, which is far
ahead of anything I have previously
tried. Now, by training T am a hook-
keeper, and I carried my book-keeping
into the apiary, but found it was a very
objectionable plan and a useless waste of
time, and much more so when you have
to carry a mop and towel about the apiary,
so I should imagine, “why not have a
bath ?” T always endeavour to do things
by the best and shortest cut, and can now
stand at the end of a row of 30 to 50 hives
and tell the age of queen, and all the °
variable conditions of each hive, without
moving an inch, but for the present “A
Happy New Year To AllL”

Honey Labels a specialty at
‘“ Bee Bulletin”” office. Send for
samples and price list,

INCUBATORS, BROODERS, BEEHIVES 3

T

y 5 \

Beekeepers” Supplies. b

Best Material ; Excellent Workmanship ; o
Lowest Prices; Perfect in operation.

Send for Catalogue (state which is wanted). Sl

“The American Beekeener ”

A Monthly, Established 11 years. 3s. post paid. «

Send P.0. Money Order

ADDRESS—

-
The W. T. Falconer Manufacturing Co. _
JAMESTOWN, N.Y., U.S.A.

4
4

{

4



Janvary 28, 1902

SPRING DWINDLING.

At the recent Buffalo (U.S.) Conven-
tion the subject of Spring Dwindling
came up for discussion. As some of the
big lights took part in it, and as the sub-
ject has heen so much spoken of in our
pages lately, we copy the discussion from
the American fee Jowrnal :—

SPRING DWINDLING AND THE REMEDY.

“Ts spring dwindling a disease? If
so, what is the remedy ?”

Dr. Miller—How many think it is a
disease ?

Mz, Kluck—O0ld bees, is it not ?

My, Abhott—What do you mean by
disease ?

W. Z. Hutchinson, of Michigan—My
idea of spring dwindling is imperfect
wintering. They need to have good food.
Good food is the pivot of successful
wintering. If you have good food and
protect the bees you will not have spring
dwindling. I think spring dwindling is
the result of poor wintermg. T would
not call it a disease, unless an overload-
ing the system from confinement con-
stitutes a disease.

Mr. Abbott—Doesn’t a cold spring
have something to do with it?

Mr. Hutchinson—I think it would have
something to do with it.

Mr. Abbott—I would like to suggest
that spring dwindling is frequently the
result of foolish feeding. I have known
a great many people to kill off their bees
with feeding. Take the average farm
bee-keeper and he is just as likely to
cause spring dwindling by feeding his
hees as to do them any good, it he feeds
them late in the fall. A great many bees
are provoked to fly out in the spring by
foolish feeding, when, it they were left
alone, and not fed at all, would not
hreak the cluster, and the result is they
wear themselves out before it is time for
the queen to lay any eggs. Some people
wonder why it is, and say they followed
the bee-books, but the man who isn’t in-
tending to use brains m connection with
bee-books would be better off without
them, especially when it comes to feeding.
Farmers come to me and say, I thought
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my bees were a little short, and I fixed
them 1up some syrup and put it under the
hive, and I have been feeding them for a
long time,” when the mercury was stand-
ing down below freezing all the time,
and the man who feeds bees when the
mercury is in that condition is simply
producing spring dwindling ; and if you
should define disease as an abnormal con-
dition, I should say it was a discase.

Pres. Root—As 1 understand Mr.
Abbott, feeding in the spring has a tend-
ency to cause the bees to fly ouf, and
they become chilled and do not get back.

Mr. Ahbbott—Not only that, but the
over activity of the hee exhausts its
vitality.

Myr. Hutchinson—I thought it was the
result of imperfect wintering.

Mr. Abbott—I don’t believe it.

Mr. Hutchinson Mr. McEvoy, in
(fanada, has very good success in winter-
ing his bees, and he crowds them down
on five or six combs of solid honey, and
does that so that they cannot breed to-
wards spring, and if those combs are not
full of honey he feeds them till they are
full, and will not take any more food. He
feeds that in the fall.

Dr. Miller—I confess, to begin with,
that I do mnot know what is the cause of
spring dwindling. It is a matter of ex-
ceeding consequence sometimes to all of
us, and I would like very much if we
could get at what is the cause of it. In
the first place, I think we all would be
very likely to agree that it is not a
disease. It is a condition. Not such a
condition as would be called a disease,
however, and the facts that have heen
started are all in the line with the obser-
vation of any one who takes pains to
malke any observation ahout it at all. It
would be worth something to us if we
could get down to find out what is the
condition that is produced. Now, 1t may
be true, for instance, that food of a cer- .
tain kind brings about that condition, buf
what is that condition ?  Will feeding and
making them fly out at inopportune times
make spring dwindling ? and is that all
there is of spring dwindling ?  Ts it simply
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the fact that a number of bees have flown
out and become lost ? That is not spring
dwindling according to my observation.
It is something more than that. I don’t
know that T know what that condition is,
but T will say this much about if, that
when you find spring dwindling T think
youwillalmost always find that the number
of bees present in the hive compared with
the amount of brood is always small.
Now, I would like to know, as a matter
of fact, whether the observation of my
friends here agrees with that. Is that
the common thing ? Tt has appeared to
me to be the case that, whenever T had a
case of spring dwindling, there were too
few bees in the hive to take care of the
brood that was there. Now, if that is a
ecommon thing, I would like to know it.

H. L. Case, of New York-—A few years
ago, in the latter part of April and fore-
part of May, I lost 80 colonies of bees by
what I called spring dwindling. The
fall before my hees gathered a large
quantity of honey-dew, and the winter
was a severe one; it kept them in the
hives perhaps four months without giving
them a flight. Now, I believe the reason
I had spring dwindling that winter, or
that spring, was on account of improper
food, and the conditions were improper
for their prosperity ; if they had had ome
or two good flights in the autumn, so that
they conld fly right out on a warm day,
and have a good flight, T think it would
have been better. T saved only 20 small
colonies, and after the first good day that
we had when the bees could fly out T
didn’t lose any more hees to speak of,
Now, T agree with Mr. Hutchinson, that
improper feeding and the conditions
through winter, confining them to their
hive and they consuming too much food,
made them lazy, and they could not get
out to relieve themselves, and the result
was that T lost the 80 colonies.

Pres. Root—It is very evident that
there are a good many causes that induce
spring dwindling.

Mzr. Kluck—Would the gentleman state
the time when the bees gathercd that
honey-dew ?
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Mr. (lase—It was the forepart of ¢
September. I went bee-hunting at the

time. I spend some time in the fall M

hunting wild bees, and there was so much

honey-dew on the forest leaves in my 1 -

section that they would not pay any atten-
tion to honey. I could not get a bee to
return to the box, and you could go into
the forest and it would seem as if there
was a swarm of bees, and they filled the
hives full, from 25 to 30 pounds of that

L
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honey-dew in the course of, as I re- , .

member, five or six days, and they sealed
it nicely, but I couldn’t do much, and let
it go, with the results that T have stated.
Pres. Root—How many have had ex- 4
perience with spring dwindling ?
Dr. Miller Now T wish, M. Presi-*
dent, you would ask how many have had

4
4
'\1

cases of spring dwindling in which little 4

or no brood was present in the hive.
Pres. Root—If I understand the
Doctor, he finds a condition which we
sometimes find in our apiary along in
March, when the bees evidently see that 4
their numbers ave small, and that they
must have some brood to keep up the
animal heat, and the queen lays a little

4

]
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more than they can take care of, and they ,

spread out too much and die on the out-
side edges. I have seen the bees so
spread out on the batch of brood that
they would all die. .
Dr. Miller—Further than that, T have

{

1

had a number of cases where there WGI‘E‘,“

too few bees, and they have tried to cover
the brood, and have apparently had a <
consultation and decided it was too much
for them, and then all swarmed out.

J. 8. Callbreath, of New York—I had
a colony very strong with bees. I sent
for a good queen and introduced her the .

A
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next spring. I happened to be there so

that T could wateh, and I looked in
occasionally. T noticed, with that colony, *
that had so many old bees in the field, it be-
gan rearing brood much earlier than
any of the others, and in a little while,
they were dead. It was a condition of
exhausted vitality, as you have justw
said. They get in a hurry about rearing
brood to see if they could not possibly
save the colony.
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Pres. Root—The remedy, it would
seem, would be implied from the discus-

" sion. It would be protection, proper

feeding, food given at the right time;
and those are conditions that we can very
well meet.

Dr. Miller—If there is anything like

correctness in my diagnosis, then one
thing in the remedy would be to have a

» large quantity of young bees in the fall,

7

and anything that would tend to that—
but I contfess that I do not know whether
my diagnosis is right.

Pres. Root—Proper feeding, proper
protection, food properly given—and
when I say protection I mean in double-
walled hives or indoors, a proper indoor
repository with sufficient ventilation., All
these things may help to offset unusual
conditions that we cannot control in the
way of weather, and the cause suggests
the remedy.

J. 8. Barb, of Ohio—I had experience
in spring dwindling;, and I find that
double-walled hives are not very much
better than single ones. As a general
thing: you will have a lot of old hees to
start with in the fall, and that condition
prevents them from rearing brood in the
spring.

Pres. Root—I have noticed that the
colonies were liable not to get in con-
dition without protection. Tast winter,

~ by oversight, we left out 10 small colonies

y.

without double walls, and nearly every
one of them got down to a handful.
Those that were right alongside of them
in double walls got through all right. Tt
all depends upon what we understand by
disease. If we take Mr. Abbott’s defini-
tion of abnormal condition, then it is a
disense,

Dr. Miller—Suppose you had a colony
with nothing but drones in it, would you

» call that a disease ?

-

o
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Mr. Abbett—A bad one, worse than a
convention with no women.

Dr. Miller—How many think that
spring dwindling is a disease ?

Pres. Root—DLet us have a show of
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hands, How many think spring dwindl-
ing is a disease ? Now, how many think
it isnot ? Hvidently the convention doesn’t
think it is a disease.

Samples Of Honey For London.
[BY B. B. TOOBORAC. :

The Department of Agriculture is
asking beekeepers for samples of honey
in attractive packages, for display in My,
Sinelair’s office in London. Beckeepers,
while appreciating the intention of the
department to do something to assist
their industry, regret that the effort now
being made is, in their opinion, which is
based on past experience, not likely to be
of any appreciable benefit to the industry.
Attempts have repeatedly been made in
this State, as well as in others, to obtain
a footing for Australian honey in the
English market, but have in most cases
proved discouraging, and in no instance
does any advance appear to have been
made towards the end aimed at. Wae
are just where we were at the beginning,
Most of those attempts were foredoomed
to failure from their inception. The pro-
moters entered upon their task with such
confidence in the excellence of Australian
honey that they completely ignored the
disadvantage of the peculiar character-
istics of Australian honey and the vaga-
ries of our seasons, and scorned fhe
opinions of English critics as well as the
opinions and advice of Australian pro-
ducers. The inevitable failure of these
attempts was passed over as quietly as
possible, but attributed to rings of London
brokers and other ridiculous causes.
Honey producers discouraged or ignored
these illconceived attempts, knowing that
every failure increased the difficulties for
any future attempt to be made under the
better auspices of a different method,
and were in consequence accused of
apathy and self-interest. Beekeepers
have deelined to bring forward a scheme
for the opening of an export market,
because they fear that the influence con-
trolling the past efforts would prevent
such scheme being carried out in the
manner in' which- alone it is likely to he
successful,
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The difficulties to find a ready and per-
manent outlet for our surplus honey are
great, but they are not insurmountable,
and may he overcome if the obstacles in
our way are duly recognised and dealt
with.  We cannot alter the character of
our honey, which it dervives from the flora
that produced it, and, notwithstanding
the claptrap of enthusiasts and some not
quite disinterested people, our honey has
a marked characteristic, not appreciated
by consumers of honey from other
countries. The sooner and more fully
this is recognised here, the sooner will an
attempt be made to systematically eircum-
vent this and other obstacles.

Beekeepers do not differ from any other
class of producers ; they will support any
effort likely to advance their industry,
hut they cannot be expected to welcome
any attempt, however well meant, which
will increase their difficulties, or initiate
any enterprise, unless they have a
guarantee that it will not, as in the past,
be subverted to othor interests, to the
detriment of their calling.

In reference to the samples now wanted
(at once), T would point out that the time
is very inopportune. I have no doubt
that sufficient of fair quality will easily be
obtained, but whether honey could be
shipped according to sample subsequently
I doubt very much. The difference be-
tween honey in different localities, in
honey in the same localities in different
seasons, is as great as in the case of meat
between beef and pork; and who would
expect a consumer to take the one in
place of the other ?— Leader.

THE GERMAN HIVE.
SOMETIMES KNOWN AS THE BELEPSCH

The hives in use in Furope belong
generally to one of two systems of con-
struction. In one the frames are taken
out from the top; in the other they are
taken from the back of the hive, which
forms a door adapted to that purpose.
To us the idea of taking the frames from
behind looks ridiculous and would he
ridiculous, sure enough ; but the majority
of hives in Europe are yet kept in what
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is called in French ¢ ruchers.” A
rucher is not exactly a bee-house, it is
rather a bee-shed. The front is formed
of three or four strong shelves extending
the whole length of the huilding. On
these shelves are placed the hives. The
first shelt is about eight or ten inches
above the ground; the second high
enough above the first to admit the hives
between; the hives on the third (or
fourth, if there are four) each nearer the
roof. Between the shelves and the back
of the building there is an alley or room
four or five feet wide. The back and
ends of the building arve enclosed. A
door is put at the most convenient place,
generally at one end. A fair idea as to
how a rucher looks can be had by look-
ing at the engraving of Gravenhorst's
apiary in the A.B.C. of Bee-culture.
Generally the shed faces the south or
south-cast. All the manipulations, all
the work is done from the alley behind
the hives, that is, from inside. Under
such circumstances the taking out of the
frames from behind instead of the tops of
the hives is simply a necessity. As the
inside of the rucher is comparatively
dark, few bees get in, the work can be
done without a veil and there is but little
danger of robbing. The work can be
done in rainy weather as well as in sun-
shine. That item alone would be in-
valuable to a queen-breeder. Then, it is
more agreeable to work under a shed
than exposed to the hot sun. The pro-
tection is an advantage to the hives them-
selves. The exposure to the rain and
then to the hot sun is not ealculated to
make a hive or any other wood-work last
for ever. No trouble about covers warp-
ing or leaking ; and it is undoubtedly an
advantage to the bees. A mere box ex-
posed to the excessive heat of the summer
days, the coolness and dampness of the

night, thoroughly soaked in rainy days,

is not the most comfortable lodging that
could be devised. One trouble, however,
is if you wish to look for the queen, you
have to take every frame and place in a
barrow. You cannot take out one frame
at a time and veplace it as with hives
opening at the top.
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In the summer the hives in the rucher
are protected from the excessive heat; in
the winter they are sheltered against the
high winds, the rain and snow, and are
undoubtedly much more comfortable for
their inhabitants. No need of the cellar.
In the coldest parts of Europe all the
packing done consists in putting straw
between and above the hives and also be-
hind the latter, kept in place by a few
slats or any convenient arrangement.
Somebody might aslk, how about tiering
up supers ? Very little section-honey is
raised, it is all extracted. The hives are
either two-story, the upper one for
surplus; or one story with twenty or
more tall frames (a dummy is used)
something on the Long Tdea hive. Some-
times straw hives or mere boxes.

Mr. W. Abram, of Beecroft, is the
only beekeeper in Australia who uses the
above system, that we are aware of. Mr.
Schroeder, who we understand, is a fellow
apprentice of Mr. Abrams, did it several
years ago near Gosford.— Ewchange.

CARNIOLAN BEES.

H. M. JAMESON.

T notice in the Hulletin for September,
an ingniry about Carniolan bees. My
experience here in mild Southern Cali-
fornia is just the reverse of yours as
given in your reply. Carniolans here are
away ahead of the Italians. They breed
up early in spring and ane ready for the
early bloom. In fact they are strong the
whole year, a very great essential in all
warm climates, They do not swarm any
more than the Italians. They are out
early and late, while the Ttalians are
loafing. The common black bees are
better here than the Italians for comb
honey. The season opened with me in
February, 1901, with 65 colonies of
Carniolans and 10 of Ttalians. Tharvested
10,0001bs, of comb honey, some of the
(arniolans gave me 250 pound sections,
while the best Italians did not exceed
100 sections. The Carniolans cap their
honey white, while the Ttalians are daub-
ing theirs up in a greasy mess. I re-
ceived about $1000 for the season’s
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honey, or what you would term £200
sterling. The season here was only fair,
having had much better in the past. This
amount to receive from 75 colonies may
seem large, but it is not large enough.
Theve is nothing in it I would like very
much to have seeds of some of the trees
you mention. We have many eucalypti.
L. Robusta or swamp mahogany is now
in bloom and the bees are very busy.
We have had nice rains and moist warm
weather following. The coming season

Jooks hopeful, but we wiil know better by

mid-winter or next spring.

HONEY MEAD.
To 5 gallons of boiling water add 10 or
12 lbs of honey, stirring in the honey
while the water is boiling, then set off
the stove. For flavouring use one to two
tablespoonfuls of vanilla extract, and a
little ginger. Set the can in a box and
fill up the space around the can with
some kind of packing material to keep an
even temperature. 'The can should have
the top cut out and be covered with thin
calico to give plenty of air. Set in a
warm place and it will be ready to use in
about a week. This makes a fine sum-
mer drink, and is as good as the best
apple cider, but is not intoxicating. Or,
on 20 pounds of honey, pour 5 gallons of
boiling water; boil, and remove scum as
it rises ; add one pound of best hops, and
hoil for ten minutes ; then put the liqour
into a tub to cool ; when all but cold add
a little yeast spread upon a slice of toasted
bread; let it stand in a warm room.
When fermentation is finished, putin a®
barrel, bung it down, leaving a peg-hole
which can afterwards be closed, and in
less than a year it will be fit to bottle.

Bee-Keeping on the Island of Sicily.
":The peasants of Sicily, in particular
those living along the Southern coast of
the island, have followed bee-keeping as
a business for a great many years. The
movable comb and the divisible brood-
chamber have been in use among them
for centuries, Indeed, it would be
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difficult to trace up who the originator, or
originators, of their hives and methods
were,

The bee-knowledge these people possess
has been transmitted to them by the
Greeks and Romans, and, according to
their ideas, camnnot he improved upon,
putting Dzierzon, Langstroth, Hoffman
and Heddon clear into the shade. TFrom
the following the rveader can judge for
himself. The Long-Tdea Hive is #ke hive
in use; and long it is—only about five
feet long, single story, of course.
size of frame is eight inches by eight
inches in the clear. The frames them-
selves are made of a sort of bamhoo
(species, Ferula). This hamboo is
selected of such thickness as corresponds
with the thickness of the combs, or about
1% inch. It is said that the bees build
their combs into these frames with
regularity without any other comb-guide
than the natural shape (rounding) of the
material they are made of.

The peculiar feature of the hive is, that
the frames form the hive. Nothing more
simple could be thought of in the shape
of a frame hive. Of course the frames
must all be of exact size; they are
fastened one to the other by small wooden
pins. As many as 42 such frames are
thus united, and all the interstices and
joints are filled and covered with a mix-
ture of clay and fresh droppings of cattle
in order to exclude insects and rain.
Only two small entrances at one end are
provided for this 5-foot tunnel.

The method of managing these hivesis
as unique as are the hives themselves.
It is a well-known fact that the brood-
nest in a hive is generally located near its
entrance, the honey being stored in the
further end. So, accordingly, if honey is
wanted, a part of the frames from the
end opposite the entrance are separated,
and empty ones arve substituted; if in-
crease of bees is desired, a part of the
frames at the front are separated, and
thus the division is made,

The dead-air spaces in the frame
material, as well as the covering ahove
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merntioned, seem to be sufficient protection
to prevent the melting dowt of the combs,
even in as hot as climate as Sicily.—
F. GreINER, in American Bee Jouw nal.

RN

CAPPINGS.

& From American and other Boe Journals.
D P b b ol tdeditobntotidrbod - tatidod ot oot ot g gl

A New York (U.S.) paper says :—The
introduction of Alderman Baker’s bee
ordinance marked another step in the
effort to rid the city of nuisances. Tts
repeal by the Common Council last night,
The Times believes, was an ill-advised
step and one that will he regretted. Why
anyone should wish te keep bees in a
city is a mystery. Anyone who has ever
watched bees at work around sewer
openings, street gutters and damp, filthy
places of every nature should be in full
sympathy with Alderman Baker’s project.
— dmerican Beekeeper.

I agree heartily that black combs will
discolor the inclosed honey somewhat;
yet I fear that the attempts to soak them
clean are entirely unpractical. The
situation is this: Many layers of dried
dirt, separated by many exceedingly thin
layers of silk or wax. The best we can
do is to keep the whole thing dry.
The first soaking removes part of an
outer layer, and makes the whole wet
and nasty. With each successive soak-
ing more, and always more, dirt keeps
coming ‘‘ from away back.” Ram a two-
quart can one-fourth full of dirty handker-
chiefs (such as are found in a heekeeper’s
trouser’s pocket at the end of a hot week) ;
tasten them down so they cannot be moved
about; and how long ere the bottom
layer will be cleaned by turning water in
and out the top P—E. B. Hasry, in 4. 4.
Journal.

As to introducing it is a well-known
fact that the bees of a colony recogmnise
each other by the sense of smell. Smoke
a colony with ordinary smoke, when robb-
ing is in order, and the colony cannot
resist an attack, because of the inability
to recognise the robbers. Tobacco has a

33‘-'3’!32&2&8&3@33&22&3&3&22@822%;
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two-fold effect. Tt is a powerful narcotic,
hesides, owing to its pungent character it
renders all of one scent much more so
than ordinary smoke. Then again from
its narcotic effect, the hees are so stupefied
as to stop all efforts at quarreling, or in
resenting the intrusion of a queen; and
by the time the effect has subsided they
are all of a happy family. At the begin-
ning of my bee-experience I clipped my
queens by holding them in one hand,
using the scissors with the other. All
young queens were so treated as soon as
found laying. T soon found a large pro-
portion (half or more) missing, and either
cells started or a new queen, with wings,
reigning. This set me to thinking ; and
I finally arrvived at this conclusion : the
handling of the queen so changed the
scent that the bees did not recognise her ;
they killed her and then raised a new
one. I then clipped all without touching
them, while they were running over the
combs, a proceeding which can be accom-
plished with perfect ecase after a little
practice. The result was what T antici-
pated. ~-B. F. Joxms, tx dmerican Bee-
keepers Review.

Another periodical ghost, also appear-
ing in the bee-papers of all nations, is
whether bees destroy their old combs
and build new ones in their place. Not-
withstanding the fact that the question
has been fully settled and proof has been
given several times (Revue Internationale)
that combs have been in existence ten,
fourteen, twenty, and even twenty-five
vears, some smart Aleck bobs up occas-
ionally, saying that he knows better ;
that practice is better than theory. But
suppose it is fully proved that some
particular combs have not been renewed
for a long time, that is mnot the same
thing as saying that bees never tear down
their old black combs and build new ones
in their place. Several of our Colorado
beekeepers assert the contrary with great
positiveness, It occurs when the colozy
finds itself without brood in the way, at
a time of year when comb can be built.
In one case the apiarist had dequeened a
row of ten or twelve colonies some weeks
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before, and one day was astonished to
observe a pile of refuse, just such asa
mouse malkes in gnawing old combs, in
tront of each hive. Investigation showed
that the bees were tearing down and
carrying out the cell walls of their old
black combs. They did not tear down the
septum. Of course, the new comb built
later on the old black septum is quite
dark in colour, and it may be this feature
has misled those who assert that bees use
old combs indefinitely.—F. L. Troxpsox,
IN Progressive Beekesper.

T used to think that the shallow frame
would be very nice for nuclei; but after
trying it for years by the side of deep
frames it does not suit me nearly as well
as the latter. T can find queens much
quicker on a deep frame, because they
are not so apt to hide in the space be-
tween the lower edge of the brood-comb
and the hottom-bar of the frame.
Particularly is this so with black hees, as
they are inclined to run off the comb and
tale the queen with them. When tak-
ing a deep frame out of a hive the bees
have not time enough to run off, while
with a shallow one they would. T have
decided to decrease my shallow-frame
colonies gradually, and change back to
the deep frame.—F. Greivmr, Iv Glean-
ngs,

Some years ago I abandoned the prac-
tice of clipping queens’ wings hecause I
found it advantageous to do so in spite of
losses. I was puzzled to understand why
some clipped queens would disappear and
others would not. At first T attributed it
to handling, as Dr. Jones does, but the
results were much the same after I
clipped queens as they stood on the
combs. I am now satisfied that the chief,
if not the whole trouble, lies in the
Get the queen
to running from fear, and the bees will
chase and grab her at once. Upon the
severity of her treatment then, depends
the period of sufferance hefore she is
superseded. In my investigation of the
conditions between bees and queens T
have noticed that the attitude of ¢ fear’”
or lack of “‘fear” largely governs their
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mutual relations. We may term the
disturbance “panic,” ¢ fright,” ¢ excite-
ment,” or use any other expression which
will convey the idea.—A. C. MILLER, IN
American beeheeper’s Keview.

TxomprioNan Queexs.—Mr. Simpson
thinks that sinee an exceptionally good
queen is necessarily more or less of a
freak, and therefore liable to give an
irregular progeny, it would be well not
to use her tor breeding. It dependsupon
what the gueens are raised for. If 1t is
for sale, it might be best not to take any
chances; as a very few worthless queens
are enough to ruin a breeder’s reputation.
But if the object is to improve the stock,
I should say, use her by any means, and
select the best of her progeny until the
strain is fixed. It is a matter of fact,
that all of our best varieties of vegetables
and flowers are freaks that were selected,
or, sometimes, aceidently found, and per-
petuated by close breeding. Many of
our fancy breeds of dogs, chickens and
pigeons originated also in that way. The
silk wool merinos are descendants of &
ram that was a freak; and now the race
is well established. —ADRIAN GETAZ, IN
Ameriwan beckeepers' Review.

Laurel, Del, Aug. 4.—Hdward Hop-
kins, sixty years old, sexton of Colfax
Chapel, Accomac County, is at the point
of death from bee stings, and the village
is in a turmoil over his strange case. This
morning the chapel bell refused to sound
when he pulled the rope, and Hopkins
climbed the ladder to the beliry to in-
vestigate. In the lofty tower, at the top
of a twenty-foot ladder, he was set upon
by a swarm of angry hees that had taken
possession of the belfry tower and were
disturbed by his vigorous pulling of the
bell-rope. In his haste to escape the
beos, Hopkins missed the ladder, and
fll to the timbers of the tower belfry
sustaining serious injuries which, to-
gether with the poison injected by the
stings of the bees, make his case hope-
less. The villagers fumigated the beltry,
drove out the bees and secured a large
quantity of honey from inside the chapel
boll,—American Beekeeper.
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@ECharles A. Wieting, (Clommissioner of
Agriculture of the State of New York,
appointed Mr. Frank Boomhower as his
agent for bee inspection, to exterminate
the disease in Schoharie county. Mr.
Boomhower went to work and inspected
apiavies, and he caused a great many
colonies to be burned, hives, honey, bee-
stands, etc., wherever he could find the
first trace of the disease. The apiarists
became more and more alarmed and they
were dissatisfied with the inspection
which caused so-much destruction to
their bees and bee-fixtures that many of
them would claim that their very best
colonies were unnecessarily destroyed by
fire. Many apiarists who knew they had
diseased brood would not admit it, and
they considered the bee-inspector an
enemy who delighted in destroying their
bees because the law gave him the oppor-
tunity to do so. In 1899 the law was
amended, giving the apiarist a chance to
cure his own bees, and if he was success-
tul the bees were not destroyed,—dmere-
can vee Journal.

* 'W. L. Coggshall has 1,517 colonies in
New York, 200 in Mexico, and 300 in
Cuba. He thinks thatif he had possessed
his present knowledge of beekeeping,
some 15 or 20 years ago, he might now
have been the possessor of 5,000 colonies.
— Bxchange.

Schachinger thinks bees possess hercu-
loan strength. He observed at a time a
very small cluster of sixty-four hees
hanging from an alighting board and
only two of the bees clinging to the wood ;
all the rest were hanging on the two, thus
each one of the two bees carrying or hold-
ing in suspension thirty-two sisters.—
German Bee Paper

An effective and cheap paint for hives :
Take cabinet-makers’ glue, cover with
cold water, let stand twenty-four hours,
then pour off all water that has not com-
bined with the glue. Now add linseed
oil (quantity not given) and boil slowly
till all has become a smooth mags. . This,
paint will become very hard and with-
stands all influences of moisture, —UGerman
Bes Paper.

.
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QUESTIONS.

17. Should a leading prize at shows be given

~ for honey displays in grocers windows or
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T. JOHNSTON
17. I certainly should believe in such a prize.
And it should not necessarily be given to the
most expensively got up, or the largest. Say a
dozen or less 4lb. tins, nicely labelled, a tin case
painted, with glass front, that would hold 12
sections, and be ant proof, opening at back,
which need only cost a few shillings, and a few
glass jars to show the quality of the honey. A
very nice attractive show could be made with
such, that wounld help the sale materially in any
grocer’s shop.

LOYALSTONE.

1%7. Do I understand from this question that
a prize should be offered for the best way of
sebting out honey, wax, etc, in a grocer's
window. If so I do not think such a prize
would be of any benefit. Many beekeepers
know how honey should be set out in a window
or counter, but the grocers very seldom care to
take up so much space to make a display of one
article alone. A small neat case to rest on the
counter with a glass front is one of the best
things to attract attention to honmey. A prize
for a case of this sort wonld not be out of the
way at shows, but we do not want expensive
cases exhibited, which would cost a fair amount
of money, and which struggling beekeepers could
not afford to have on that account.

F. W. PENBERTHY.

17. Mr. Abram is right so far as he is con-
cerned himself, and a few others around Sydney,
as their honey goes before the public with their
own labels. But as for me, and I may say 95 per
cent. of the honey that goes into Sydnev, it goes
before the public with tle middleman’s labels.
If a grocer won a prize with my honey if would
do me more good than if I won ten prizes af the
Sydney Show, because my honey does not l‘qach
the consumer with my labels. We take off just
what the bees bring in, and if it is a good
quality it is just our luck, the only thing we can
control is the putting up. It is the quantity we
want consumed, and the grocer has ten times the
chance to increase the consumption’ of honey,
than we have, and should be offered a prize in
proportion. Mr. Abram is competing with the
groeer which accounts for his feelings. The
Sydney show is supposed to be a national af.I:'&n_',
but so far as the beekeepers are concerned it is
The queens should be in the hands
of the stewards at least three days before the
a up-country beekeeper a chance
to win a prize. lf a queen i{s off laying she has
not the slightest chance to win.
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QUESTIONS NEXT MONTH.

18. Give suggestions for practical work at the
Annual Bee Farmer's Association meefing in
April ?

W. AGER.

19. Which are the best rules to follow in
judging queens both for show and general
purpose ?

20. What should be the minimum price of
queens ?

CORRESPONDENCE.

J. Y., South Gippsland, Vie., Jan. 6,
1902.—I am having an extra good season,
the colonies, about 60, are as level a lot
as a Doolittle would wish for.

T. 8., Eskdale, Vic., Dec. 7th, 1901.—
I am afraid by the look of things herae
that I shall not have to trouble you for
any more labels this season. Hoping you
will have better luck in other quarters.

J. G. C., Kangarilla, 8. A, Jan. 2,
1902.—Matters are very quiet so far with
the bees so far this season, spring dwindl-
ing being the raging fashion, and finding
more empty hives than there is youug
swarms to fill. A light flow is now com-
ing in from a white box bush. Ths
being the first honey flow with us about
this part in the off season, is looked for-
ward to with great interest, especially by
the bees.

D. G. T., Murrurundi.—My bees have
the hives full, but I have not much heart
in doing anything with them just yet.
‘We have not one quarter the bees in this
district now, but I suppose the ones that
are left will thrive better. Mr. Gale told
us one time that it did not matter how
many bees were kept in a community the
honey results would be the same, but I
find like everything else on the farm, the
more cattle the less grass, the more bees
the less honey, in proportion.

J. A., Hexham, January 15th, 1902.—
I had bad luck with the bees this year,
there is no honey down this way. I have
not got one swarm out this year, and lost
a lot of the bees. Water is very scarce
down here. I am sorry to tell you I got
very bad luck with mytomatoes this year,
and the crop of potatoes was a failure
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with the dry weather. I hope you will
have good luck with your bees. I think
the honey will be a good price this year.
I will go to Sydney if T can. T see you
are getting a good few on the Bee
Farmers’ Association list.

S. T. M., Dungog.—TI have had much
discouragement with the bees; they
wintered well, but spring dwindling set
in during September leaving most of the
colonies very weak, and my experience
was gimilar to that of others mentioned
in ‘““A.B.B.” though I came off much
better than some, lost five hives out of
36. The ironbark flow very short one,
the weather very hot and dry during
December. Hope to get a good flow from
spotted gum, if we get rain, which isnow
threatening. Bees now strong and doing
well, but only one swarm to date.

A.P. H., Henty, Dec. 30th 1901.—
This year I expected a good flow of
honey from red gum (swamp red gum),
the buds were very large on account of
wet spring and now they should be com-
ing out. There is only here and there a
straggler bloom, and those have a little
green grub in before they burst open,
and each bloom is as dry as chalk while
the balance of buds are at a standstill
this last month. Of course we have had
no rain since spring and that accounts
for it. I have only extracted 18 tins (4
ton) from 60 hives, but expect another
robbing in two weeks’ time,

P. M., Howlong, January 15, 1902,—
I am sorry to say we are in for a bad
season round here, there being no bloom
on the river gums, and that is our main
flow. There was some box bloom, butthe
bees were tooweak to take advantage of
same, and now that they are in good con-
dition there is a failure in the gum. Ttis
the same all along the Murray River, and
I think honey will be very scarce this
season, and that prices will go up later
on. It is a pity that all beekeepers are not
members of the N.S. W. Bee Farmers’ Asso-
ciation and then it would be possible to get
all of them together, especially during abad

- year and regulate prices, a little because
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thereisno doubtbutthatthereisagooddeal

of cutting of prices in the industry, and all
that iz wanted is co-operation amongst
beekeepers, and that end could be at-
tained by joining the B. F. A. Wishing
you a good year and prosperity.

F. B., Broadwater, January 7th.—I
have been away from home since last
July with the exception of a few Sundays.
I have only been through my bees once
in the last 12 months, and lost all the
best of the spring and the clover honey
flow. What with sickness in the house
and myself down too, everything has been
neglected, but I am thankful to say we
are all well here again now, and looking
forward to better times. The swarming
season is over I think now, the first two
months they swarmed pretty treely, but
stopped suddenly. The weather has been
very dry, so trusting for a better season
and a happy and prosperous new year to
yourself and the Association.

W. B., Tumack, Tas., Jan. 6th, 1902,
In sending my subscription for 1902 T
wish to say that I am able to make good
uge of the information which the Bulletin
supplies from time to time. To the busy
beekeeper, who has no time to try experi-
ments, and who needs to know what to
do as occasion requires, such a paper is
really valuable. I have had a good deal
of trouble with the swarming business
this season, but have them pretty well
under control now. They are gathering
honey nicely at the present time, and I
expect a very good season if it doesn’t
become too dry, as the different varieties
of eucalypti are hlooming this year.
Wishing yourselt a good season and a
Happy New Year.

J. L. B., West Tamworth, Jan 19th
1902.—Just a line to let you know I am
not dead yet although T have been very
ill and been away for a holiday. I
think you mentioned something ahout
the experience of someone always having
yellow box honey candy, any honey will
candy if it is not proffed in the hive or
out of it, that is the reason thata summer .
flow is superior to an autwmn or winter
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flow. I have not got above two or 3 cwt
this year and expect a pretty hard winter.
I find that honey is scarce in Sydney and
Newcastle and I do not wonder at it, as
these droughts are appalling. T see nice
blossoms between Newcastle and Sydney
in spots where the bush fires have not
ravished the country. It seems to be an
excellent spot for an apiary, shrubs and
trees of all kinds. We are getting all
our trees rung here and will have to seek
for new fields.

H. H., Waitahuna Gully, Otago N. Z.
—1T am only a small beckeeper, 6 or 8
hives spring count. We have no forest
near, bees have to depend on orchard
trees and white clover. Some sixteen
years ago Foul Brood made its appear-
ance here and tnen T bhought Langstroth
hives off the late Mr. Brikell of Dunedin.
T tried all sorts of remedies but without
success. 1 never left an old swarm for
a second season but always the best
young ones, and now for the last two
years HFoul Brood has disappeared.
‘When putting on top stories this spring,
having no gloves, I rubbed some carbolic
powder over the hands and also sprinkled
a pinch over the bees, which made them
disappear rather quick. Would that
powder falling between the combs be of
injury to them? Our swarming season
commences at middle of November, but it
is new year and not a single swarm as
yet, for every day it is rain and cold as
if it was midwinter.

[Would not care to use the Carbolic Acid.

Would it not be better to learn to do with the
naked hand ?

To Preserve Drones.

To preserve drones, gather all the
drone-brood you can find from the queens
you have decided shall be the drone
mothers, and mass this brood in one hive,
tiering 1t up, if necessary, to accommo-
date this brood and an abundance of
honey ; for, the larger the hive and the
more honey it contains, the better your
chance of having the drones preserved in
large numbers. When this drone-brood

Che Australian Bee Bulletin.

233

is massed, the queen should be taken
away from the colony and as often as a
new queen commences to lay she should
be taken away also, and this colony kept
supplied with sufficient worker-brood to
keep it in a prosperous condition, for on
its prosperous condition depends the free-
ness of the flight of the drones on every
suitable day. If you wish all of the
drones which your queen are to mate
with to be strong, robust fellows, on some
cloudy day when the bees are not flying
50 as to endanger robbing, look this hive
over and handpick the drones, killing all
which you think are not such as you may
desive. To do this best, take out the
first comb and pick out as above,
when it is to be put into an empty hive
set on the stand originally occupied ; and
thus when you have gone over every
comb, and such drones as may cling to
the sides and bottom-board to the hive,
your colony is just where you want it
without any extra handling of frames.
You are now, in a measure, quite sure
that the queens rearved will come as near
perfection as is possible along the line of
right mating, and were it not that this
plan requires much extra work, and care
in feeding the queen-rearing colonies, so
that fairly good queens may be reared
out of season; and, also, that this late
manipulation of colonies forfeits our
chances of successful wintering, this
would be the plan above all others to use.
And with this plan I have reared queens
which have proved of great value to me.
Another plan is to take a hive containing
only the best hand-picked drones to some
locality isolated 5 miles or more from all
other bees, and as often as may be, take
a load of nuclei, supplied with virgin
queens from the best mother, these being
from 3 to 5 days old, to this isolated
place, leaving them there from 8 to 10
days, when they can be brought home
with laying queens, which will, as a rule,
be all mated with the desived drones.
With a proper rack fixed on any light
spring waggon, from 12 to 25 nuclei can
be carried to and fro at the one time, so
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that this is not so very laborious as it at
first appears, and it has this advantage :
The queens can be reared at a time when
nearly every queen will he perfection it-
self, as in this way all can be reared in
the height of the honey season, when the
best queens can be reared with the least
work. Still another plan is to rear the
queens and drones in the best part of the
honey season, and, when ready, take the
drone colony and as many of the nuclei
as have queens of mating age, to the
cellar, or some darkened, cool room,
carrying them in hbefore they begin to
fly in the moming, and leaving them
there till 4 o’clock in the afternoon, or
till after all other drones have ceased
flying for the day. If each nucleus and
the drone colony are fed a little warm
diluted sweet just before setting out, and
the hives face the western sun, queens
and drones will fly something as they
usually do in the early afternoon, and the
results will prove guite satisfactory.—G@.
M. DoonrtTLE. in American Bee Journal.

Fivpive Brack Queews.—The usual
way is to look over the combs till the
queen is found, and I suppose that is the
way you mean you have done a hundred
times over. Adfter you have looked over
the combs two or three times without
finding the queen, it is hardly worth
while to continue. Close up till some
future time, not sooner than half-an-hour,
and you may then find her the first thing.
Another way is to put the combs in pairs,
Put two of them into an empty hive, the
two close together, but an inch from the
wall of the hive. Put another pair at
the other side of the hive. Dispose of
the rest in the same way, using another
empty hive, only leaving one pair in the
hive on the stand. Now look at the first
pair, lifting out the frame nearest you.
1f the queen is on either of these combs,
you may be sure she is on the side next
the other comb, so as to be out of sight
as much as possible. As vou lift out, the
comb glance over the side of the comb
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left in the hive, and if you do not see the
queen on that comb look quickly at the
comb in your hands on the side from you.
If unsuccessful in your search through
the different pairs, let them stand for a
time, and you will find the hees showing
signs of uneasiness when the queen is
missed. The pair that has the queen will
remain quiet, and your search will now
be brought down to those two combs,—
American Bee Journal.

Tarrep PsPER ForR PackiNG.—Last
winter I had two colonies, each in & ten-
trame dovetailed hive, with a half-story
full of sawdust over the enameled mai
and the whole hive from the under edgé
of cover to the ground surrounded by a
single thickness of tarred paper. Thig
was secured by strips of wood tacked
around where the paper lapped. The
entrance, of course, was left open. The
results were all that could be desired.
The two colonies wintered perfectly, were
strong in bees, stores sound and comhs
dry, and were the first to have supers put
on. So well pleased am I with the re-
sults that I shall try the experiment on a
larger scale this fall. The tarred paper
1s virtually air-tight, at least it is wing
and water proof; but when the sun
shines on it its blackness causes it to
absorb much heat. T often saw bees .at
the entrances of these hives when none
could be found stirmring in any of the
others, and during the winter months I
began to fear that the results would be
disastrous, but they were quite the con-
trary.—A. C. MILLER, IN dmerican Bee-
keeper.

Do bees gather honey from corn ? If
you would determine this ¢ corn honey’
seeretion for yourself, go out in the corn
field before sunrise ; walk in among the
stalks, and watch the bees. You will
find them fairly swarming over the tops
of the corn. Step up closer, and you will
observe that they insert their heads well
into the bell-shaped cups, and work most
industriously. Now pick off some ot
thesé cups, and strip them between the

4
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thumb and finger nail, and you will see
exuding a starch-like liquid, sweet to the

» taste. Return to this same corn-patch an

hour after the sun has shone on it, and
the bees will be absent. If the bees were
simply atter pollen they would continue
their trips throughout the day; but as
they are in search of nectar they discon-
tinue their visits as soon as the sun has
evaporated the nectar from the flowers.
Since the corn nectar is to be had only in
the early morning, the bees naturally
gather from other sources throughout the
day, and, in consequence, the *corn
honey” of one section will not be of that

» of another section, as the mid-day sources

of honey will differ. Corn, more than

# any other plant, closes its flow of nectar

early, in consequence of its flowers being
all exposed on the extreme tops of the
stalks, and is, therefore, more in the
direct rays of the sun. Go out into a
corn-field and test the matter for yourself.

# —8. M. Bchaeffle, in Gleanings.
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My plan of operation to secure all
capped sections at the end of the season,
as nearly asmay beis as follows: When
the bees show by lengthening out the
cells along the top bars to the frames
that they are securing honey from the
fields, I put on five wide frames of sec-
tions, each wide frame holding four one-
pound sections each, so we have room to
the amount of twenty pounds capacity to
These are left like this until
the bees are well at work in them, when
I add two to four more wide frames,
placing these at the sides of those first
given, When this room is fully occupied
I give more room af the sides, to about

' the same amount given the last time, and

where T use the tiering up plan I have it
* so arranged that T can expand in a small
enough capacity so that the bees are not
discouraged by having too much room
given them at once. By the time the
bees fully occupy the room last given
them at the sides, the first twenty sec-
tions are ready to come off, and when

~» this is taken off the partly filled sections

on either side are drawn together over
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the centre of the brood-nest, and wide
frames of empty sections given at the
sides again to the amount which T think
they will need. Thus I keep taking off
and putting on sections, or rather wide
frames of four sections each, taking the
finished ones from the middle and putting
the empty ‘at the sides, until the season
begins to draw towards its close, when,
as fast as full wide frames are taken from
the centre the others are drawn up till
the space is contracted to the original
twenty sections, or even less if I think it
necessary. In this way the bees are
given all the space they require at any
time, while the chance for many uncapped
sections in the Fall is reduced to its mini-
mum. In order to succeed even in this
way, the locality we are in must he fully
understood, else we may be still expand-
ing at the very close of the harvest. No
beekeeper should rest easy till he is fully
conversant with the locality he is in, and
being thus conversant he can use all of
his plans so as to meet the requirements
of his locality.—8. M. Doourrrre, IN
American Beelkeeper.

In Austria the best wax is found or
produced in the southern portion, equall-
ing the wax produced in buckwheat
localities. ~ The provinces Bohemia,
Moravia and Galicia produce a soft wax,
although a distinction has to be made be-
tween the wax from the western part of
Galicia and that from the eastern. = That
from the first-named locality has a pitchy
odor, while the other possesses the
common odor of wax; 1s red or brown-
yellow and fairly hard. The best of all
known waxes is that from Turkey; it is
red in colour and demands the highest
price. The wax from Greece and its
islands is mearly equal to it in quality.
The southern part of France produces
wax of better quality than thenorth, The
wax from Spain is about as good as the
best produced in France. Italy produces
much good wax. The wax of India is of
grayish-brown and has almost no odor.
The wax production upon the Islands, as
Timor and Flores, ote., is of importance,
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Quantities of the product have been ex-
ported to China, where a great deal is
consumed, and also produced. Kgypt,
Moroceo and the Barbary States furnish
a considerable quantity of very impure
wax. Beeswax from the Senegal is rather
poor and dark-brown in colour, accom-
panied by an unpleasant odor. Very
good wax is produced in Gruinea ; it is
hard and yellow, about as good as
Russian wax. The American wax is
usually dark and difficult to bleach.
From Guadaloupe black wax from wild
bees is brought into the markets. Tt can-
not be bleached out.—Illustrated Buienen
Zeitung.

A swarm has issued, and the old home
seems deserted. A CGerman writer thus
goes on:—** And for all that the moment
may appear gloomy, hope abounds wher-
ever the eye may turn. We might be in
one of the castles of German legend,
whose walls are composed of myriad
phials containing the souls of men about
to be born. For we are in the abode of
life that goes before life. On all sides,
asleep in their closely sealed cradles, in
this infinite superposition of marvellous
gix-sided cells, lie thousands of nymphs,
whiter than milk, who with folded arms
and head bent forward, await the hour of
awakening. In their uniform tombs,
that, isolated, become nearly transparent,
they seem almost like hoary gnomes, lost
in deep thought, or legions of virgins
whom the folds of the shroud have con-
torted, who are buried in hexagonal
prisms that some inflexible geometrician
has multiplied to the verge of delirium.”

T have harvested much alfalfa, also
quite freely of sweet clover, and a little
cleome, Because of irrigation keeping
some fields of alfalfa in prime condition
every year, we seldom fail to get more or
less honey from it; but that it yields a
paying erop every year 1s nottrue. In12
years I have not taken at most more than
six fair to good crops, and of these,
generally speaking, I may say two were
alfalfa, two red clover and two sweet
clover, But, while two were almost ex-
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clusively alfalfa, four were mainly so, and
all were more or less mixed. Two
geagons, if sweet clover had not come to
my aid, my crop would have been a
failure. Three and four years ago sweet
clover gave me my surplus, while this
year and last alfalta was almost the
entire crop, sweet clover growing in

abundance but almost a complete failure «

so far as nectar was concerned.—K. C.
ArkeN, IN American Hee Journal.
Apis, in the New Zealand Farmer says :

—The present season, which gave such -

favourable promise of turning out un-
usually good for apiary work, has proved
more than disappointing. For several
weeks past the weather has been very
unsettled, with an abundance of wind ,
storms, and big variations in temperature.
There has been more than the average of
clover blossoms about; in fact, T have
heard from two or three quarters that
there has been, and is now, an unusual
guantity, and that a large yield of honey 4
is expected from this source. There is
certain to be a glut of nectar after the 4
weather becomes settled again.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED,

The Navy League Journal, the official
organ of the Navy League, published
in Victoria-street;, Westminster, S.W.
London, England, Tt is devoted to
criticisms and suggestions on the state of *

the British navy, and the necessity for its g

being in every way up to the highest state
of efficiency.

The Australian Poultry Keeper, Kennel

Gazette, and Fancier’s Review, published
by F. F. Hoddmott, 45 Palmer-street,
Balmain. ‘
From the U.8. Department of Agricul-
ture, Division of Entomology ‘The Life ©
History of Two Species of Plant Lice, in-

habiting both the Witch Hazel and «

Birch.”
From the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture * Farmers’ Bulletin No. 130, The ,
Mexican Cotton-Pooll Weevil,”  and *
“ Some insects injurious to the violet

1
rose, and other ornamental plants,” ‘
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Y TO BEEKEEPERS. &

Vil

JOHN PEASE,

8, 9 & 10 Newtown Road,
DARLINGTON SYDNEY.

IMPORTER of American and English }
BEEHIVES & ALL APPLIANCES,

to be had at WHOLESALE PRICES.
ROOTS & OTHER MAKERS GOODS KEPT IN STOCK
PRICES ON APPLICATION.

Honey by the Ton . .

In California.
Finest Flavoured Honey in the World.

Beemen building a strong Organisation.

READ ABOUTL THE LAND of SUNSHINE.

@lhe ﬁatifiﬁ faee Journal.

LOS ANGELOS, CAL.

#1 a year; with “* Australian Bee Bulletin’’
$1.50, and 24 cents for postage.

SCALE OF PRICES.
ADVERTISEMENTS

IN THE

Australian Tee Bulletin,

HALF PAGE—Per Annum, £5.
4 Per Half Year, £3.
5 Per Quarter, £1 15s.
QUARTER PAGE—Per Annum, £3.
o Per Half Year, £1 158,
o Per Quarter, £1.
NE-EIGHTH PAGE—Per Annum, £1 15s.
Per Half Year, £1,
o W Per Quarter, 12s.
SINGLE INSERTION—First Inch, 3s 6d.
Succeeding, 2s 6d.

extra added to the

" o)

LR 2 1y
If booked, 10 per cent.

above rates

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

R.J. B. KLINE, Guildford, SappLEr and
Harness Maxegr, and Secretary of the
Western Anstralian Beekeepers” Association, is
Agent for the “* A. BEE BULLETIN,” and is
auchorised to recelve Subseriptions and Adver-

tsements for same. i
E. TIPPER,
““ A. Ber Burremn.”

The Australian Bee Bulletin.

COMB FOUNDATION,

——— MADE OF ——
4+ PURE + BEESMWAX.
A PERFECT ARTICLE. SAMPLES ON APPLICATION.

Langstroth size : 6 to 7 sheets to 11b, 1/10 ; 10lbs.
upwards, 1/9; 20lbs. upwards, 1/8 ; 8 sheets
to 1lb., 1/11; 10lbs. upwards, 1/10; 201lbs.
upwards, 1/9.

Thin Section Foundation: 15} x 7§ in., 12 sheets
to 1b., 2/6; 10lbs. upwards, 2/4; 20lbs.
upwards, 2/2.

Special 4uotations for larger quantities.

Rev B EWHNES
TOOBORAE, VIC.

Agent for ““A. B. Bulletin” in Victoria.

IF YOU KEEP FOWLS,

——YO0U SHOULD READ~——

J he Australian HNen.

THE ONLY POULTRY PAPER
PUBLISHED IN AUSTRALIA.
)i0:(
Send for a sample copy (a post card will do)
which will be mailed free by return, if you
mention this journal.

HHEES
Address—THE MANAGER,
_*The Australian Hen,”’
204 George-Street, Sydney,
And Woy Woy, N.S.W.

Superior American Breed

ITALIAN QUEENS
From < THE LAND OF FLOWERS.”

HESE I breed being situated in the southern
parts of U.S.A. I make it a specialty to
breed jueens unsurpassed for business, ete.; these
are the long-tongue strain according to H. R.
Roor (Editor « Gleanings’” ) and other measure=
ments. Choice breeders, 6 dollars each ; Tested
and other grades quoted in my 1901 free catalogue
10,000 names wanted, so write and find out
particulars concerning free 3 dollar queens.
Trial orders will prove satisfactory. and that
my strain is not surpassed. To avoid rush have
orders hooked early. Safe arrival. Satisfaction
guaranteed at prices quoted.

PORTER A. M. FEATHERS,
SUPERIOR QUEEN BREEDER,
Oak Hill, Volusia, Co., Florida, U.S. A,
Nention “Bee Bulletin’? in replying.
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ALLAN & CO.

COMMISSION AGENTS,

242 SUSSEX ST,
SYDNEY.

Special Attention Given to

Consignments of

HONEY AND WAX.

HONEY TINS SUPPLIED
SEND FOR PRICE LISTS.

T

"Get Sample Labels from the Bee
Bulletin Printing Works.

1 1 1 1

IF YOU WANT

GOOD QUEENS

Do not forget the old Reliable Breeder.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
&1 won the Big Champion Prize in Victoria
—the largest prize ever offered for Queens.

SEND FOR PRICE LIST.

A. B. ROBERTS,

ROSEBUD APIARY,
MUSWELLBROOK, N. S. W.
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N. S. W. BEE-FARMERS’

T~ ASSOCIATION.«=— -

a2 o b &
OFFICERS :(—

President :
Hassern Hatr, M. A.

Vice-Presidents : .
F. W. Pexserrry, T. BRADLEY.
— EATHER

Secretar
E. TrpeER,

& Treasurer.
.P., Winrow TzEE.

Committee :

=

4

J

Mzssrs. Gurssank, Myers, Smaw, W. .

Haxococx, F. Doxyerry, C. U, T, Burks,

E.J. Riey, J. Axperson, J. A. Brigw, *

W. Scorr, W. Geg, F. Borron, C. H,
MiLEs.

4,
RULES & OBJECTS. ¢

1. The careful watching of the interests of
the industry. W

2. To arrange for combined action in export-

ing honey to relieve local glut when necessary. ~

3. To advise members as to suitable local-
ities for establishing apiaries.

4. Any beekeeper can become a member on
approval of committee, subscription 2/6 per
annuim.

5. That every member with more than 50
hives shall be allowed an extra vote for every
additional 50 effective hives.

6. No member be eligible for office who has
less than 50 effective hives, or his subscription
is in arrear.

7. The Association to consist of a central
body and district branches affiliated with it.

8. The principal officers be such as will
undertake to meet each other in committee at
least once in twelve months.

9. The officers shall consist of President,
Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary, and
Fxecutive Committee.

10. After the first election of officers, arrange-

4

ments to be made by the Secretary to call for

nominations for office-bearers, and issue ballot
papers prior to the next annual meeting.

11. Supply dealers or commission agents can-
not become members.

12. Members unable to attend meetings or
conventions can authorise or nominate any

4

member they know will be present to vote for <

them on any subject brought forward. Such
vote or votes to be in addition to the member’s -
present own vote,
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