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April 9, 1971 

REFUGEE SUPPORT STATUS - MR-II * 

Total population MR-IT .. . 370,000 
Total Refugees since 1963 . . 229,000 
Total Refugees Supported 

April T1 2. 2 2 se «ee we © 8S, 18S 

Percentage Breakdown of Total Population * 

41.3% (153,156) Currently receiving emergency assistance 
in LS-272 (Ban Xon) project area. 

10.8% ( 40, 000) Currently receiving relocation assistance 
in Vientiane, Paksane and Vang Vieng areas. 

15. 5% ( 56, 844) Self-sufficient refugees or stable villagers. 
32.4% (120,000) Currently living in enemy controlled areas. 

100.0% 370,000 
SRN i oeeeehameniceninammantin 

* Figures are estimates only. 
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Date: July? 1971 

By: Fritz Benson 

Subj: Xieng Khouang Refugee Activity 

On February 3” LS- 57 (TG-8174) and LS-80 (TG-8587) fell to enemy forces. Approximately 1,500 people 

from previously self-sufficient villages were forced southward to LS-102 (TG-6570). Of this number, 

approximately 200 were captured by PL/NVA. Unexpectedly, by February 7" the six remaining sites in 

the LS-102 area bounded by LS-16 (TG-7074) and LS-312 (TG-7383) were encircled by the enemy 

preventing movements from the area. In the process, however, 3,000 people at LS-312 did move to TG- 

6880. Defense forces within the LS-102 area have thus far been able to hold back the enemy, but the 

situation remains tenuous. 

Increasing pressure on the Long Thieng area caused the population to move southward toward Pha Khe 

(TF-8299). Increased harassment of LS-14 precipitated the movement of LS-14 people to Pha Khe. 

Furthermore, enemy presence in the vicinity of the Nam Ngum River west of Long Thing prompted 

residents of that area to move to Pha Khe. 

Between February 4" and 6" refugees in the LS-161 (TG-6529) and LS-112 (TG-6037) area began moving 

southward. 

On February 13" an enemy force attacked LS-5 (UG-0212). Most of the people moved toward LS-113 

(UF-0091). 

Due to enemy activity on February 16 and 17 around LS-103 (TG-5243) and LS-74 (TG-4122), people in 

the area have started to move towards the LS-90 (TG-5020) and Vang Vieng areas. 

Beginning February 18 enemy forces attacked various refugee sites north of Route 7 extending from the 

junction of Route 7 and Route 13 to north of Muong Souei. As a result people in the area fled into the 

jungle or to other areas from LS-16 (TG-7074), LS-102 (TG-6570), LS-312 (TG-7383), Phou Mang (TG- 

7881), Phu Lak (TG-6882), Ban Pao (TG-6174), and LS-170 (TG-2967). Approximately 8,000 people from 

these areas moved to LS-213. 

On February 23 at 0230 hours the enemy attacked LS-50 causing 5,000-6,000 people to move to UH- 

0503 and TH-9607. During the attack a large number of civilians were killed or captured by the enemy, 

and many of the houses were burned. 

Furthermore, about 2,400 Lao and Lao Theung en route from LS-102 were cut off. 

During the morning of February 26 at 1100 hours enemy forces pressured the government outpost at 

LS-213 (TG-4374). This action hastened the exodus of refugees moving west from previous attacks on 

outposts in the LS-16 and LS-102 area. By February 28 refugees from these areas arrived at LS-4 (TG- 

0968). The enemy action cut-off about 2,400 refugees (Lao and Lao Theung) attempting to escape 

westward from the LS-102 area.



Though enemy pressure continues on the Long Thieng/Ban Na (LS-15 at TG-8536) fronts, movement of 

refugees from Long Thieng itself and surrounding areas continues at an orderly, but steady pace. 

On Saturday morning, March 6, LS-272 was attacked, and USAID facilities were extensively damaged. 

Nine civilians were killed and 12 wounded during the attack. 

On March 3 the enemy attacked LS-65 (UG-1810) causing a group of self-sufficient villagers to move 

south. 

Refugees from the LS-102 and LS-213 areas are moving toward LS-25 (SG-9950) and the Xieng Ngeun 

area (TG-0783). 

On April 2 the enemy attacked LS-63 killing 6 civilians and capturing 600 others. 

During the latter part of May and June, LS-32 (Bouam Long) came under siege by North Vietnamese 

forces. During the course of the siege, an estimated 160 civilians were killed by enemy rocket, mortar 

and small arms fire. An additional 200 were reported wounded. Also, many houses and other buildings, 

including the dispensary, were ignited by incoming rounds and burned. 

On June 8, Phu Bia (UG-1489) was attacked and approximately 2,000 civilians were captured. 

Subsequent reconnaissance by friendly patrols discovered the dead bodies of 50 civilians at Phu Bia. 

On June 28, LS-6 (UG-0790) was attacked and a large percentage of the 2,100 inhabitants were captured 

by the enemy.
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} | i During the course of recent discussions on the future of the 

t Meo in Xieng Khouang Province and the position of General Vang 

| ae Beagle ean Inte ste i trate = 

Pao ) 

| it seems a s though a serious gap has been left, To the best 

r of my knowledge little attention has been devoted to events 

which have been transpiring within that portion of the Meo . 

community which is located on the periphery of Military Region II, 
f 

| At first glance, the "expatriot" Meo pppear to bensist of numerically == 

ft ; wn? small and geographically diverse groups, soacter gs nearly a ‘a 

H 7 yen gj dozen enclaves throughout Vientiane, Borikhane and Sayaboury Lg 

tag yet aw al , Provinces. Upon closer inspection, however, it will be found © F 

s o/ 
P oii as oi Pp that this is really not the case, Firstly, their numbers cannot ~ 

ay . | 

= wy 
roe ; . ‘| ~yeally be considerdd small, totaligg, perhaps, 26,000 persons, ~~ =| 

Pe | 
. yt + i 1 Secondly, thier geographical dispersion is misleading in that 

ne 3 
Ca = there is-a-curious, but definite "unity" which exists between. - 

| c | 

a Ban -the-various groups. : ~-- 

wh WV |e ae 

be ope pes ee The current debate (which is quite valid in view of the uncertaan 
| a ' 

& 4 4) 4 oe future of Xieng Khouang Province vis-a-vis the enemy threat ) a i H 

Rs Vv t seens <aaie. to be centered around tame basic questions: * | 
Ver ee" Syataw tae ] 

lena g - Rt A) Does General Vang Pao, the pivot around which the 

ae ” beter, Feo, 6:7, ane Wee tn TT eg 
wo? A ro Nation“reveives, retafn sufficient influence amongst | 

set) ae er eee 
Q: pe? Loh the various tem, Lae-epdeteoaieekm leaders in the | 

we yr | & : he Poe A aeee Te | 
qr ft wh? , area after more than a decade of fierce warfare to | 

Ln" 2 af 1 wl’ “ Pa w hold them together as a unified entity? | 

7 mage . "y . Ss e oe < ’ 4 7 a aie 

f. A ? itl ie oo B) In the event that the war continues to go badly and 
=o at Ce pnt He - é 4 

e a a a" Long Thieng, the center of " is lost | 
a I eaeicani ge M2 eal i a re il 
Sap Ta payer oe what eXfexts will the letent and manifest effects be 
= a pet pit z “ —— x a —- ee =| 

ee As /avehind-the- ines guerilla-type o ratio < as : =a 

; wad : yee ee oe ol | 
a y br 2. if the leadership makes the decision to move oe 

tv ; 4 " a mmualeadia Mpregasen’ > 
Eo or transplaté XK the "Meo 2 aia paatier area such A q 

Be as_Vientiane or Sayaboury? {7a of Such an eventtealty | 
F fave beer qe c7 Load fps e 
& = }
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Fa ie fan agen’ Heme letion Pome 
| -@) What KAKBXKOXAE is the future of Vang Pao and his 

| -people—if-and-when they-are forced to move? Does : i 

| he have-a_loyal following amongst the population 

; | (especially the Meo). in-those-areas?—S& Will the - 

| move, in a period of weakness_result in oe eh: rt Oe 

leadership at a time whén it is most vulnerable? 

| These questions are very serious ones, and ¥KAWIAXKE answers to _ = 

| them should be constantly sought after,and EKEXEKXERAEX continually _ 

| | examined and re-examined, Not only do we have a moral obligation ‘ 

| to do so, in light of the fact that we have supported the leader- is 

ship and population in MR II for more than a decade, but it z= 

; imperative to keep abreast of the problem for the sake of 

| maintaining flexible an important facet of U.S. detail policy 

| in Laos, 

— Gis above qasciions dupiy that dhe curves Licdecship in Matt <a 

coe a» That ten. aoa Dee “ ae en is Serko, The? 
ds »-for-one-reason*ef-another; HEME Lacking = 

| | taste Ie rs eee So Game at Te is vase Mog, 

of support is still strang and standing behind him, there is _ 5 

strong evidence to suggest that in certain quarters his support 

+ is-waneing. #his phenomenon is in itself not strikingly unusual, 

. infofar-as-there-are dissidents in every group, It is significant — SS 

BEXEREXHEREEREXEAMEY however, MHXWARWXSEXEREXERRE in EHEE Licht - 7 

of the RARE EKEXEURENEXESISIBXAS nature of the curfent crisis —— 

| of further struggle, uncertainty of the future, etc. etc, a 

a This uncertainty has manifested itself already this year in : : 

| the form of the Chao Fa, or "Second Coming of Christ" movement. oo 

It is significant € to note that the BENKEKXSYENEXHAHEHERE cos 

E movement #EKMEREKH was centered on a & group of people which 

Cis=167T aaa 
"originated" on the west bank of the Nam Ngum river, apd that 4 

Pd



Pao 
| ‘ propagator of the movement was from the San Tiau (LS-2) area, Ge} 

ae Although the mainstream of the movement was in the Eastern Vang 
é 

Vieng and contiguous areas in Xieng Khouang provinces, smaller 

Chhaa Plea tetionaeg ) 
i = aa movements were detected in Uhe Vientiane, Paklay and possibly 

of oe” oer the Pha Lang Mou (LS-170) areas, The movement was basically 

ee ay of a quasi-pm religious/political nature, and may have been 

per | infitrated by elements advocating a change in the status quo, 

l 

f Such movements are not unusual in Laos, Amongst the Meo, there 

. | have been in recent years several examples, In Sam Neua province 

such a movement which erupted during rice planting season resulted 

| in-a larce group of petple not planting their rice and an ensuing 

t famine, More recently,;~an- advocate of the movement appeared in | 

| the San Tiau area, A similar movement manifested itself am 

in the area west_of Luang Prabang,inxkks—Known-as-the Chuang 

| movement, KEKESGHEXKEEBX after the legendary King of the Khamu 

t hi all peoples, it was quickly exploited and infiltrated by the Pathet 

Lao. 

It seems, however, that the intensity of this year's movement 

amongst the Meo has exceeded similar movements in the past. 

Significantly, the movement was its greatest in areas which 

lay oyZ=bie of Vang Pao's sphere of influence, and the movement 

cropped tp in a half-dozen different areas almost simultaneously , 

over a period of two or three months, i 

Thés uncertainty has also manifested iteelf in the exodus of 

groups of people from ¥4# Xieng Khouang Province dring this 

spring's enemy offensive, While this also is not of itself 

Significant, AESXkMMIXIXAXABKEX it is interesting to speculate 

| on its ramifications of the move vis-a-vis the 

| M 

me 
sal hs ecient Sal ee eee
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; , | 
___ deeper aspects of the situation in MR-II, such as possible 

discontentment and weariness of many long years of war, 

a | disenchantment with Vang Pao and his policies, etc, etc. ; 

| The same situation exists amongst a zroup of Meo and Lao 

Thetng--Sam Neua refugees--who were ordered to leave their 

wo, yh ones in the Muong Phun area (LS-37) by Vang Pao, While the - 

' “o majority of these people did movegto the designated relocation 2 

oft io ("areas, others HEMKAA either refused to move, or moved to @ 

we p ot hae points between their homes and the designated ¥K area$. ; Ee 

pte Pris these people did not follow his orders, ¥K& Vang Pao made 

vay 6 the decision to cut off their rice support, The Muong Phun 

eee : area is, by the way, administratively ‘a Dane withing Muong o 

f ae Vang Vieng. The population in the area has keem adopted a x ‘ 

vs rather rebellious attitude toward the local administration, 

F there having occured over the years a series of internal coup —. 

d-etats against the naidan of the time (there has been a rather ’ 

ma — rapid-turnover rate-among the-naidans), Last fall, perhaps 

| - in an attempt to-garner-support, the—ineumbent naidan channeled = 

a request thruough the Chao Cingkhoueng of Vang-Vieng asking —— 

for support for a group of WEEREE needy villagers in his area, e 

Almost simultaneously, a similar statement was broadcast on 2 

the NLHX radio accusing the Vang Pao clique of harbouring ae a ' 

Lal refugees in concentration camps. A similar broadcast was Sie c oa 

ay o* am supposed to have been made this year following the refusal ; 

Ve Cae wee the villagers in the area to follow Vang Pao's directive 

ene Zena | ttt ‘ i to move. A me request =e forwarded to the Vientiane ‘ahd 

gor oe 
JS ye ik Khoueng office in an attemot to gain commodity support for a 

oP \ - certain groups of people in the area, Col. Doungtha, xx one oF | 

Onn. ? wn Boun Noi's battalion commanders, also indicated that a 

oy %, large number of people on the west bank of ahs Nam gm were : s- 

ne | : needy and required certain commodities, ymnechuding Wee ond cae coat 

we Treang o7 well cor -mdrgeniond peapler rt 

a tc a
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| [Ene ne VAL (cs =o zy) 

| ___While some_of these people may indeed require -z=mxxanx some 

| assistance, many of them are either being assisted or side been 

__assisted in the past. Continued support to them may at this ; 

| juncture would not be expedient qih-Ppearcgeto Vang Pao ¢4eanges Fc 

( , policy decision regarding them, 

mit KANG eh cua tae | A recent discussion with the naiban of a group of Me Meo families weet ee 

who refused to leave the Muong Phun area expressed the delimma a 

| which 7s people face in thés way, They have no rice to eat 

’ | and Vang Pao won't give them rice and they would like to move 

: to the Muong Kassy area where there is sufficient land but 

are prevented from doing so because all routes out of their 

i village are guarded by Vang Pao's soldiers, (these people are 

f | not starving, and there is no way reason why they could not | 

léave and go to another area if they-really wanted to), 

ont . : yn : 7 Mew There is a-relatively large grouping of Meo living in the 

| yS2 we, ---Munog Kassy area ata place called Phou Khong Khao. Refugees ' 

yi | began filtering into this area about one year ago from that \ 

\ area of Xieng Khouang Province which lies adjacent to Muong 
Ce-caang 77 Choalt , Ing. Watng Fn ) 

Kassy, During the course of the past two months, other refugees 

wottie | if have come to Phou Khong Khao from the Luang Prabang area, primarily 

or ? | Phou Pha Lang Mou (LS-170), _and Kio Nja (formerly from the Muong 

. ee Sai area), Vang Pao presently does not have much influence 

“en = Wyre these people. It seems as though tkkak these people are _ 

? rete also being courted by other quarters, A former Vang Pao @aptain é 

qe pa oh | who is currently working in Vang Vieng for the neutralists x 
exenae is said to have contacted the Phou Khong Khao Meo, Certain 

eS | of the Phou Khong Khao Bae currently receiving rice support, ea 

pr | 
Other groups of Meo, especially those located at Phou Khao 

| Khouei, Km, 52, and certain areas of southern 3¥% Sayaboury . 

| 
i eel i a ea
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| 

| Province and western Vientiane Province (Phou Neeui, LS-258) 

are wikherxinke closely interrelated, and there seems to be 

a simt considerable amount of contact between them, xauskxubciwusiy 

inxkkexfsemxef at all levels, Mostevident is the fact that 

55 fa fe | people from each area have gone to settle in one of the-other 

“rio i areas, Similarly, there seems to be a certain amount of _ | 

v - es ( contact between xkexRsx certain Meo in Borikhane province 

(Nong Daeng) and those at Phou Neeni, By the same token, = 

the Meo at Phou Ngeui are relatives of a group of Meo near | 

Muong Met, Dar qeupeo beeng priiaent, A fem The Tham Serr 
| Cis -4 “) ane keéetbactianm «tas 

| For the most part, the Meo in the areas described above originated 

| in Xieng Khouang Province, While those Meo ak in Vientiane 

| Province and Sayaboury Province have, for the most part, | 

[ been in place for at least ten years, new additions to the a. 

fold dribble in more or less regularly. Most striking has 7 

| been the movement of refugees during the past year to Phou 4 

Gael a 
| Khong ag ee move from Phou Dam in Luang Prabang to am 

| Phoui in Sayaboury, The Phou Dam refugees have for several 

years been at odds with Vang Pao with recards to military i wei ani? 

service, While one larze group moved to Sayaboury last year ( or” a 

the final group consisting of some 860 persons moved in April | 
bres bean aspociled/ 

of thes year. [t apgeaes that since the latest group-moved = 

- General Vang Pao has disarmed them, The reason these people —= 

moved is clear, Number one, it was impossible for them to _ 

plant and harvest a sufficient rice crop to attain self- 

| oF Gia Dam ; 
sufficiency, Secondly, they did not particularly like being ~ 

| under the aegis of Vang Pao (although they continued to pay : 

[" lip service to him). Instead, they preferred to move to Sayaboury ae 

! (where their "leader", Capt, Paoleemoua, is presently located) where } 

| they stood a chance of attaining a state of"normalacy", a 

Cee ai aa Na a te
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| 

The only other group of Meo between “am Phoui and Paklay is Se 

; @ eonventestion ‘of 2,400 segs Living in twenty-four villages 

at Phou Fa and Phou Sa (Qa-8285 area), These people are more 

e or less firmly under enemy control, a . 
| 2 e 

j Vang Pao is currently (over a period of the past several months) 

fe aee ail makinz efforts to consolidate his position in those Meo enclaves 

rt a an lie sata image Sf Phou Negeui, Phou Pha Khouay, _ : 

Cat. we ~the-arsa-between Phou Wgeui and Phou Chia (IS-25) and Phou Khao 

wee : Khouay. This effort has not been made without difficulty, js - <a 

At this point it is difficult to guage the degree to which he 7" a 

has--been-suecessful, However, he -has-succeeded in establishing — 

} yo himself more or less firmly at Phou Ngeui, and has received— oe 

L ee 2 we from the some 3,000 people in the Phou- Pha Khouay. = 

. Ope Mm area (who have previously been more or less located within the —— ——-— 

ne aa po enemy sphere of influence) that they are willing to follow him, al 

oe Vee” yo at SS a ee a 

aw wn (The degree to which the Meo in the Borikhane, Phou Khao Khovay, 

| oe Km. 52, Phou Khong Khao and Nam Phoui areas direct their allegiance 

tne ) toward Vang Pao is questionable, It appears that Vang Pao is. =? 

wn receiving wien resistance from these areas, as well as from 

. certain ee within MR-II, itself, Si of the key figures 

: 1 in the resistance movement anpeane to be a certain Lyteck, Toa om 
—— Born in the San Tiau area, Lyteck left his hone, in 1951 sea Se =| 

: went to Vientiane to study, He later went to ui, or . o 

F he spent six years as a student, Teen returning to Laos, he me a 

E gained employment at the Ministry of Interior political section, = “4 

fe and has reportedly since been transferred to another division 

—F within the Ministry, _ = q 

Lyteck comes from-a-family related to Thouby” lyfong. Some years” 7 

in ago, his family was banished-from Xienz Khouang by Vang Pao z =



YZ, Newbeng Sta Sue, 

7 fon, OA Inde badssahiy Dit ug abe geet con) veaaahsdl uaTh ob, folding = z Fo oop Aner vs 13U | J ate eand Thea rene) Wor WW) 
abe oe: Sen 

is tng 
i” following a inter-clan power struggle and have not been permitted 

j recent], 
to-return-.One_member-of the family who Sares venture to 

Xieng Khouang was promptly arrested by sy the local_constabulary 

and ordered to leave immediately. The family has since established : 

' A itself at Km, 52 and Vientiane, Relatives are located at Phou ¥ 

iA) Khao Khouay. only 3a paseye? 
: =a VP, Kee ¢ mnsnaabtes 

Poe’ praaedenn® 4 pevier ~ laaee ele ‘ 
ae ny! O- ia geet Band pret it POT 

sense y7 lyteck is violently anti-Vang Pao, and is reported to also j 

eet possess certain ideas which are not akin to those held by ; po 

Thouby, During a recent meeting with eck, he reported that C hak 
i . CF ried et el arse - A rr p! 

the majority of the Lao and Hee; Xieng Khouang Province are ( ye 

a d up with Vang Pao and his policies, Specifically, they are ee re 

owt bt pana he 
of vant: ery with the various injustices which Vang Pao has committed. wre 2/ 
el sien cei f L: : 

amet ong these various injustices, Lyteck pointed out several ea 

as examples: 1) Stealing, 2) not paying death benefits to civilian d 
| 

“1h ependants of soldiers killed, 3) the commancer of an area sleeping 
wa) ya : 
«M with local girls, and &) the jagling of over 100 people and ae 

~ san Js > aff Che paputatien 
cel the execution of seven people, &) foreeed Aelentien ff 

4?) we mMe-TL wy YF, tre qaperturnty Areag, Some “A a OPM gt | ails woul es ES on tien, ad & pene te shal | wi The Vrereng Phaenacee (Den Tye) wwrube! aneve fo Mutong Haedy a 
wv i. & According to Lyteck, the solution to the whole problem is the 

k pe = oo expulsion of-Vang-Pao, Once this has-been accomplished, he 

a A —— out that the inhabitants of the area would gladly take 

ie up_arms_and fight the communists,._As_ it stands rightnow, the — 

yh a? # people in the area have only two choices, xe Vang Pao or the — ail 

br JA communists, and they have already rejected Vang Pao, On neutrality, _ 

roe 4? lyteck pointed out the fact that even the Neutralists are fichting | 

ei “ against the communists, ee 

eo 
o7 on | 
yw on” ie At the present time, Lyteck pointed out that the only solution 

grad ~ the problem is for the people in the area to move away from 

aw a MR-EE to either MR-I or MR-V, Once established in these areas, 

a? / he stated that the peo i ms, ate ople would be willing to take up ayms against 
nf fore adgeclans from Leta) 1e” compianiand a ee 
we the REE (de seemed to have forgotten about the situation
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| 

| 
| which exists at. Phou Khao Khouay between the-Meo-and the-FAR, 

| and the splendid cooperation which the Meo at. Paksane (the-—local 

FAR commander wants to disarm them) » Phou Ngeni (the local FAR : 

| commander has never been there) and thex various other enclave 

are receiving from the local FAR commanders), When questioned 

as to what the Meo in these areas would be willing to fight ; 

| for, he seemed uncertain , and mentioned only "freedom" and 1 

"justice", 
——— 

| 4 
lyteck is currently working hard trying to eather support for 

his ‘oust<Tang Fan, naapaien, and it appears as though he is 

having some success, especially in those areas which lie 

either on the periphery of MR-II or in Vientiane, Borikhane 

and Sayaboury provinces, Playing on the " injustices" committed 

| by Vang Pao, he gave the impression that the people were listening 

to what he had to say, However, it appears as though Lyteck has 

— | thus far-done little more than talkie (actually, there is not 

7 much-else-that-he has-to-do) and has done little in terms of 

yea on 2 providing them conerete support, Exceptions would be Km, 52, a 

gD oy Bend well nyeniyhel lat Kes Sinnekehiag Ses refugee village, He-is-talking, however, of 

sae af reserving a plot of land north of Tha Ngon for Meo refugees, ; 

one ir! During the course of the conversation, he requested that USAID 

consider supporting several groups of refugees, Among them _ | 

was the Phou Dam refugees and a group of Meo in the Muong Phun : J 

area, (Lyteck was accompanied by the assistant Chao Muong of : 

| Hong None who is presently located at Phou He (LS-255) and a_ i 

naiban of 8 families presently located at Don Njajethe fact thet 

Chao Muong Lao Tai's assistant was in the company of Lyteck 

; is surprising in itself), ‘ 

! Where Lyteck stands in the pdlitical spectrun is open to 

| question. ah :
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lytecks objectives and the extent of his support is also open 

to conjecture. It would seem, however, that he would not mind 

assuming at least a portion of the power in the Meo Nation % 

it-were nade available, —Rartaxmurnger (20%, IC chagaulty. e 

) 

THEX AHHSRLAKHEX GE 

The degree of success which Lyteck will have depends_solely on 

| 
the approach he takes, In terms of #a his family standing T}#¥se 

and in terms of his present position in the Ministry of Interior 4 

Lyteck i& would appear that he is a relatively insignificant | 

individual, The significance of his current ambitions Lies j 

AWOXCEKAXEAAEXEREKXE SX HAREXNAX ABXERBXELEREY HELE HK j 
rs : j 
eg! ‘ | jit would seem in his timing, Capitalizing on disillusioned 

4 AY 1 Fo wultes mnenuAt ; 
7 1 i elements within the Meo ea is attempting to rally | 

A ats ft 4 - fF z 4 a 

} . of | ami as much support as possible against General Vang Pao. In 

s so doing lit is not improbable that GQ#AIIXKE he will be able 

Gf Co ;* gain a certain amout of support from certain quaters of the 

z a ; - i 
ar wm Lao community who may be hostile towards General Vang Pao, 

a 1 : : 4 
F4a ay In reterospect, it almost seems as though Lyteck is attempting 

CF get ne, ’ ee We Peet to gain play the role of "true neutralist" with regards to 
a pat Zs z 
a a ~via number of different Cee ccs us Favs. 

1 AE wt ee Tew ‘ 
eX I ‘ 

ons Ye ai 
ak © ties 
£ apie mr ' Speculation, however, is futile unless it can be backed Wo. wt i 

~~ ay we yal with facts, It is important that the Mission analyzes thi | 
j de w mei 

ae gt | ul f# the current KETIMHXSE political -melieu within the context oe aye F Re wh” } me E pbier’ 

} 84 af 7 ft of history and current events in Laos forvnntedine Aa 
of FIL pp 
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Xieng Khouang 

On February 3rd [8-57 (TG-8124) and I8<80 (TG-8587) fell to enemy force, appro~ 
ximately 1,500 people from previously self - sufficient villages were forced 
Southward to IS-102 (TG-6570). Of this number, approximately 200 were captured 
by P.L./N.V.A. Unexpectedly, by February 7th the six remaining sites in the 
IS-102 area bounded by 18-16 (TG~7071,) and 15-312 (TG-7383) were encurcled by 
the enemy preventing movements from the area. In the process, however, 3,000 
people at [S-312 did move to TG-6880. 

Defensive forces within the LS~102 area have thus far been able to hold back 
the enemy, but the situation remains tensuous. 

Increasing presure on the Long Thieng area caused the population to move sou=- 
thward towara Pha Khe (TF-8299). Increased harassment of IS-14 preciptitated 
the movement of [5-14 people to Pha Khe. Further, enemy presence in the vici- 
nity of the Nam Ngam River west of Long Thieng prompted residents of that area 
to move to Pha Khe. 

Between February 4th and 6th refugees in the LS - 161 (1G+6529) and 1S-112 
(TG-6037) area began moving southward. 

On February 13 an enemy force attached IS~5 (UG-0212). M_st of the people 
moved toward 1S=113 (UF-0091). Bue to enemy activity on Pebruary 16 and 17 
around IS-103 (TG-5243) and IS-74 (TG-4133) people in the area have started 
to move towards the 15-90 (TG-5020) and Vang Vieng areas. 

Beginning en February 18 enemy forces attached various refugee sites month 
of Route 7 entending from the function of Route 7 and Route 13 to north of 
Muong Souei. As a result people in the area fled into the jungle or to other 
areas from: IS-16 (TG-7074) 15-102 (TG-6570), 18-312 (TC~7383, Phou Mang 
(TG+7881), Phu Lak (TG=6882), Ban Pao (TG-6174) and 18-170 (TG-2967). Appro- 
ximately 800 people from these areas moved to 1$-213. 

On February 23 at 0230 hours the enemy abtached 15-50 causing 5000,6000 people 
to move to UH+0503 and TH+9607. During the attach, alarge number of civilians 
were killed and captured by the enemy, and many of the houses were burned. Cut 
off ca. 2,400 tost L.T enroute from IS-102 area. 

During the moving of 26 February at 1100 enemy forces presseured the govern- 
ment outport at 18-213 (TG-4374h). This action hastened the exodus of refugees 
moving west from previous attachs on outposts in the 15=16 and IS-102 area. 
By February 28, refugees from these areas arrved at 15-4, (TC-0968), the ene- 
my action cut off about 2,400 refugees attemptions to essape westward from 
the 15-102 area. 

| so ee wo
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For the present, 1S-6 (UG+0789) and 1S-32 (UG+2686) remain relationly quiet. 

Though enemy pressure continuedton the Long Thieng/Ban Na (IS<15 TC-8536) force, 
movement of refugees from Long Thieng itself and surrounding areas continues 
at an orderly, but steady pace. 

On Saturday moyning, March 6, 18~272 was attached. Extensive on USAID facilities 
damamge was not caused. However nine civilians were killed and twelve wounded 
in the action. 

On March 3 the enemy attached 1S-65 (UG-1810) causing a groups of self-sufficient 
villagers to move sourth. 

Refugees from the LS-102 15-213 areas are moving toward 15-25 (SG-9950) and the 
Xieng Ngam area (TG-0783). 

On April 2 the enemy attached LS-63, killing 6 civilians and capturing 600 others. 

During the later part of May and June [5-32 came under siege by north Veeknamese 
forces,. During the course of the siege, an estimated 160 civilians were killed 
by enemy rocket, mortas and sinall arms fire. An additional 200 were reported 
wounded. Also, numerous house and other building, including the dispinsary, 
were ignited by incoming rounds and burned. 

On June 6, Phu Bia (UG+1489) was attacked and approximately 2,000 civilians 
were captured. Later recommansance by friendly patrols discovered bodies of 
50 dead civilians on the site. 

On June 28 IS-6 (UG-0790) was attacked and a large percentage of the 2,100 
unhaltants were captured by the enemy. 

ORA:FCBensons ch: 8=14=71
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4 Meo Clan Structure 

F Clan Type Clan Leader 

1) Ly (Choua Meo Lay/Meo Khao Touby 
2) Vang (Vou) Meo Lay/Meo Khao Gen. Vang Pao 

3) Moua (Gane) Meo Lay/Meo Khao Col. Tu Lu 
4) Her (Droua) Meo Lay/Meo Khao Lt. Herchay (Acting) 

5) Hang Meo Lay Maj. Hang Xao 
6) Xiang Meo Lay/Meo Khao Col. Jua Pao Xiang 
7) Tao (Drou) Meo Lay/Meo Khao Col. Ly Cheu 
8) Yang Meo Lay/Meo Khao Col. Xua Yang 

9) Geu Meo Lay Maj. Geu Sing 
10) Kang Meo Lay Maj. Vang Sing 
11) Chang Meo Lay/Meo Khao Sy Toua 

[ 12) Lo Meo Khao Nao Tou 

Twelve Meo clans incorporate all Meo in Laos, as well as those Meo who 
| live in Thailand, China and North Vietnam. | 

: 
Since their migration from China, members of each clan are not located | 

b together as a geographical unit, but are dispersed over a wide area. | 
: 

Clan leadership is based on a patriarchal system. 
Bs | 
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