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The Sandstroms were very open and welcoming without knowing what 
we were all about. Therr initial conversation about the Fi nland 
Swedes tended to follow "official" lines (dates and names) rather 
than cultural. They were both active as officers in the Order 
and were ab le to travel throughout the United States to attend 
conventions and meetings of the Order, an activity which stands 
out in t heir ~emeries. within their home are visible several overt 
signs of ethnicity which also reflect their lifelong communication 
and back-and-forth contact with Finland. Notable is a flag stand 
holding the Swedish, Finnish, and U.S. fla gs; also a painting of 
the church in Finland where Y1r. Sandstrom was confir med. They 
subscribe to both a Finnish language and a Swedis h language 
newsp a1er. 

Though their activity in the Order included participation in the 
dances, they do not see m to be involved much in the music herita ge 
of the grou p . More anim ated wer t~ the conversations about Christmas 
foods ( lutfisk, etc.) and Mr~ Sandstrom's carpentry activities. 
Both wer ~ interested in discussing t heir hopbies: ~r.'s carpentry 
and I·~rs. 's ga r dening, canning, crocheting, and knitting. When 
t he convers a tion turned to these to pics, in fact, firs. Sandstro m 
initiated a t our of the house, including a showing of the fa mily 
photos dis p layed in the dining room. 

? ollowing the end of the side 2 of the tape, Mr. Sandstrom put 
on a record of dance tunes recorded by a lodge in Seattle, and 
r:rs. Sandstrom prepared coffee. Discussion over coffee co ncerned 
to r ics of general intere s t, including the election (interviewi 
took place on election day), and Mrs. Sandstrom's canning and 
baking activities. 


