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YOUR HONEY WILL SELL BETTER

In Well Made | EVER TOP TINS
That do not Leak.

WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED FROM

Chown Bros. and Mulholland, Lid.
THOMAS STREET, ULTIMO, SYDNEY.
PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION.

- REDWOOD HIVES.
MR. R. K. ALLPORT, Chuter-st., North Sydney,

having given up the Manufacture of Hives, &e.,

L G, 1. MANNING. .

LATE MANAGER FOR MR. R. K. ALLPORT,

Has made arrangements for the use of the Up-to-date Machinery
in’ Chuter Street, & is prepared to execute orders as formerly,

Will be pleased to quote Prices on Application.

C. J. MANNING. Chuter-st., North Sydney.
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CAN SELL TO BEEKEEPERS ALMOST ANYTHING.

= dlopss o Eiiaa i or -
HONEY TINS, GLASS HONEY JARS, RUBEROID,

NAPTHALINE, HONEY TANKS,

Can Sell for Beekeepers :
HONEY, BEESWAX.

PTANOS (£30 to £200).

Can also place a line of 50 BALES
OF RABBIT SKINS, (must be good).

Send Bamples!

'N. S. W. BEE-FARMERS’
~~ASSOCIATION.»—

 eewase
OFFICERS :—

President :
- Hassern Harn, M, A,

Vice-Presidents :
F. W. Pexperray, T. Brabrey,
J. F. Doxxmrry.

Secretary & Treasurer,
E. Treeer, J.P., Winrow Tregs.

Committee :

Mzsszs. E. J. Riey, J. Pexyiyeron, F.
Borrox, J. R. W. Gacery, . Dowriyg,
J. R. Irviyg, J. Axperson, W Geg, P,
Ripperr, W. E. Bagor, W. Nivew,
— Busuern, W. Asur, Larnvore, HEwrrr.

RULES & OBJECTS.

1. The careful watching of the interests of
/the industry.

2. To arrange for combined action in export-
jng honey to relieve local glut when necessary.

3. To advise members as to suitable loocal-
ities for establishing apiaries.

4. Any beekeeper can become a member on
approval of committee, subscription 2/6 per
annum.

5. That every member with more than 50
hives shall be allowed an extra vote for every
additional 50 effective hives.

6. No membher be eligible for office who has
less than 50 effective hives, or his subseription
isin arrear.

7. The Association to consist of a central
body and distriet branches afliliated with it.

8 The principal officers be such as will
undertake to meet each. other in committee at
least once in twelve months.

9. The officers shall consist of President,
Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary, and
Executive Committee.

10. After the first election of officers, arrange-
ments to be made by the Secretary to call for
nominations for office-bearers,
papers prior to the next annual meeting.

11. Supply dealers or commisgion agents ean-
not become members.

12. Members unable to attend meetings or
conventions can authorise or nominate any
member they know will be present to vote for
them on any subject broyeht forward. Such
vote or votes to be in addition to the member’s
present own vote.

and issue ballot -

A
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‘. SEND 4 You cannot do better than get

B YoO.uuER * your Printing done at the ‘ Bee
Bulletin’’ Printing Office. Honey

.‘ \[OLUMEg Labels a specialty.

a
OF TO BEEKEEPERS.
ﬁﬁ %@ 9 YOR HIGHEST PRICES and PROMPT
‘ RETURNS CONSIGN YOUR HONEY,

il WAX, Eto to

Dol pINDING. | P4 Moy & Co,

B pPost paid for 3/6. | SYDNEY,

: . WESTER :
? The Farmer & GI‘_&ZISP R.J B. KLI?E,%—EIdeEdI,%siiLIE?and

Harwmss Maker, and Secretary of the
The Best Illustrated Western Australian Beesepers’ Asgociation, is

i Farmers ‘Journal in Australia. @ Agent for the ‘* A, BEE BULLETIN,” and is

>

. ; | authorised to recelve Subscriptions and Adver-
i‘ - s BdJP’f‘lgéoﬁiigghéb : tisements for sume.
i : 76 Pirr SoREET, E. TIPPER,
SYDNEY. ! ‘¢ A. Bex BurLeTin.’
S NOTICE. | @ HONEY LABELS
{ Onr facilities for doing all kinds of
i3 HOULD any beekeeper have '‘a doubt of | 5
the genuineness of any huney sold in his | Honey-label work in one or mcre
'y neighbourhood, send # sample to the Chairman | colors are the best and we do it

omd of IHealth, Syducy, who will cause it |
be analysed, and take procceedings if |
% ecessary. ! A. B. BULLETIN.

& Have you seen the last copy

. T Martin’s “Home & Farm.”

If not, SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY!
g SUBSCRIPTION Only 2/6 a year in N.S.W. Other Colonies 8.

L You Should Read It!

i{, it Is for every Farmer, Orehardist, Gardener, Maize Grower, Dalrymamn,
Siock Breeder, Peulirv Keeper, Bee Keeper, Country

ﬁ ard Suburban Resident.

|

x fisy” The Paper for every Farm and ev»ry Home |hmughout Australia,
3 :

I “Home & Farm” Publishing Coy., 161 Clarence St., Sydney, N.8.W,

cheaply. —
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ﬂe New Zealand Farmer. The Australian Pastoralist, :'

READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL-
' TURAL JOURNAL.

It is practically the hand book of the New

i AND BREEDERS GAZBETTE.
‘ PUBLISHED MONTHLY. R
| Price, 85 Par Annum.

Zealand Agriculturist. : : :

It keepsga.hrenst of every enterprising farmer’s \Gontains &ll the Ieadmg Pastoral lnle!llgence.
daily requirements, enabling him to utilise all | Address Orders— S
modern advantages within his reach.

The subjects dealt with cover the whale field PO! Woolloonga.bba.,
of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura. pur- : 2 TERNS )
suits, and the legislation affecting these several il S

industries. Its columns contain thoroughly
pructical as well as seientific information upon

all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the : |
Cultivation of Crops, Stock Breeding, and Man- | n O n

agemedt of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in <
health and disease ; Dairy Methods upon im-
proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including Y 9

the Suppression of Orchard Pests; Poultry r e rn S =

Rearing, Special Industries, ote., ete., besides <

eritical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations ‘ ‘
from every farming centre in the colony.

]
The “New Zealand Farmer” is the only paper
in the colony wholly devoted to the interests’ of
Farmers, Wool Growers, and Orchardists.  ° )
Subscription : Per annum, 128 6d, posted in For Spring and Summer is now ready, ahd -
advance, 10s. 2 .

Send your Subscription through any Stationer | is worth the sending for. Itillustrates A
 or direct to the the Fashions, shews the Modes in thei
58 i i d enables all who
PUBLISHING Orricr, ForT-s1., AUCKLAND Sort atjtra?twe SRSy En
; are so inelined, to save money, through -
the medium of . . .

AMERICAN ANTHONY HORDERN'S
BRED : FAMOUS LOW PRIGES.
QUEENS.  Anthony Hordern’s :

SELL EVERYTHING.

My Golden Strain are not Excelled for Beauty

: : @ <
and send Patterns, -Priee Lists, and
or Honey Gutherers. : 5
5 Quotations everywhere on request, and it o
Tested Queens u o 82.50 ea. will soon be found that . . . .

Untested Queens .. ..  Sls0es. | WHEN ANTHONY HORDERN'S QUOTE 4

PRICES THEY MEAN BUSINESS. 5
SATE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED. f

ANTHONY HORDERN & SONS
J ° Wo MIN ER, . Only Universal Providers 4

RONDA, N.C., U.S.A. HAYMARKET (ONLY) SYDNEY.l.

— R T = AT B e e o0, = T TR T T 5
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MAITLAND,

The following is a list of advertisers
in our present issue :—

Supply Dealers.
C. J. Manning, Chuter-st., North Sydney.
A. Hordern & Sons, Haymarket, Sydney.

The W. T. Falconer Manufacturing Co.,
Jamestown, N.Y., U.S.A.

L. T. Chambers, Franklin-St., Melbourne
John Rush, Mentone, Victoria.
Queen Raisers.
W. Abram, Beecroft.
H. L. Jones, Goodna, Queensland.

E. T. Penglase, Fernbank P.O., Gipps-
land, Victoria.

T, Bolton, Hamilton, Victoria.
R. H. Jervis, Moss Vale.

H. Edwards, Kemp’s Creek, via Liver-
pool, N.8.'W.

Honey Tins.

Bros. and Mullholland, Ttd.,
Thomas St., Ultimo, Sydney.

Miscellaneous.
A. Hordern & Sons, Haymarket only,
Sydney.
P. J. Moy & Co., 161 Sussex St, Sydney.
Corney & Co., 55 Clarence-St., Sydney.
. Prescott & Co., 336 & 338 Sussex-Sf,
Sydney.
'W. L. Davey, Station-8t., Fairfield, Vie.

Chown

N 8.W.—
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SEASONABLE.

The busy time of year is now on.
Abundance of pollen from the many
sources that the bees can now procure,
encourages the queen to lay. Soon the
hive is filled with eggs and larvee, then
sealed brood. From one or two frames
covered with bees there may be eight,
nine, or ten, yes th1rteen frames occasion-
ally with brood in. The hive is filled,
more especially if honey is coming in.
Now put on your supers, perhaps leaving
the ruberoid under the super, so asnot to
chill the brood by enlarging the hive too
quickly, or you may give a frame with
starters in next the brood. In spite of
this queen cells will start, Every hive
should be looked through every nine or
less days to see if queen cells are started.
In which case, if we wish only moderate
increase, we remove the hive to a new
place ; place a fresh one on the old stand,
with a frame with one or two queen- cells,
The old hive (the removed one) contain-
ing the queen, being depleted of bees,
who all go back to the old stand, give up
the idea of swarming, and destroy the
queen cells in it. If you wish to super-
sede the old queen, you may let them

rear a queen from one of these cells.
Watch when these young queens are
likely to emerge, and give each hive with
such a frame with larves and eggs. This
is a matter we pay great attention to.
Even when we catch and hive a swarm, a
frame of larvee is the best retainer of the
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swarm we know of. Queens raised under
the swarming impulse, when honey is
coming in, and there are abundance of
young bees emerging to become nurse
hees, are amongst the best you can have.
‘Watch for your poorest honey-gatherers
in order to supersede them.,

EXPLANATION.

Complaints have been made of inac-
curacies in the report of Dr. Cherry’s
address at the Melbourne Conference in
the large circular issued. At the time he
delivered it he promised he would revise
the proof if sent to him. It wassetupin
type immediately on our return, and proof
forwarded to him. We waited several
days and wrote again, but no reply. In
the meanwhile proofs of rest of matter
had been returned, and so the sheets
were printed off. Afterwards the proofs
came, and next issue of A.B.B. contained
Dzr. Cherry’s revised address. A scientific
address is one of the most difficult to re-
port, and believing we would get the mat-
ter revised, we relied more on the revis-
ion by Dr. Cherry than our notes.

The less a colony is imclined to swarm
the more honey it is likely to gather.

There are 400,000 people in the United
States engaged to some extent in the bee
and honey business.

A (lalifornian beekeeper reports seeing
a lizard catching and killing six or seven
bees in less than ten minutes.

Gleanings says the Russian Govern-
ment has commissioned a man named
Titoff to go to America to learn bee-
keeping.

Bags soaked in alum water and sewn
with thread treated the same way are
mouse proof; use 1lb. of alum to about
20 bags, and no mouse will attack the
contents.

A circular received from C. H. Brierly
stating that the Income Tax Commis-
sioners are going in for larger powers,
and urging a royal commission should be
appointed to see into the matter.

The _Australian Bee Bulletin.
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Old queens will cease laying at the
cessation of the honey-flow, while queens
reared late in the summer will keep
brood-rearing going until cold weather,
putting the colony in the best possible
wintering condition.

It is said some large pickle factories
use sulphuric acid to make vinegar.
They say it eats up the pickles, while
honey vinegar will keep them in order
indefinitely. How about the stomachs of
those who eat the pickles.

A John Fixter, in Canada, has had a
big wooden tank made so that it could be
taken down, leaving a solid block of
honey weighing a ton, when candied, to
be wired into little blocks and thus re-
tailed.—Gleanings.

The Zrish Bee Journal says ‘“ Recent ex-
perience has proved that it is easier to
obtain large yields than to market the
honey when secured. At any rate, in
districts remote from large towns remun-
erative prices cannot be obtained.”

There is an old fradition in Ireland
that bees come out of the hives at mid-
night on old Christmas day, January ¢th,
in each year, making a wonderful noise,
and eventually appearing on the alighting
board, There are many persons, it is
sald, have seen such.

A discussion as to placing frames
crosswise or parallel to entrance, the
majority were in favour of placing them
crosswise. Crosswise of the entrance
does not admit of the hive leaning for-
ward, but they are said by some to keep
the hive warmer in winter.

If a watering-can or other vessel in «

which nothing hot is to be put has a leak
try beeswax as a solder. 'Warm over the
stove the spot to be mended, warm also
the wax and put a bit of it flattened out
on each side the hole, then press firmly
together,

The United States has 4,500,000 colo-
nies of bees; Germany, 2,000,000; Aus-
tria, 1,800,000: Spain, 1,700,000;
France, 1,000,000; Great Britain,
500,000; Holland, 250,000; Belginm,
200,000; Denmark, 100,000; Greece
50,000 ; Switzerland, 30,000,
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The editor, the real *journalist’” of
the future, must be a man of such known
integrity that he will be above the sus-
picion of writing or editing against his
convictions. He must be known as one
who would resign rather than sacrifice
his prineiples to any business interest.

‘We have heen asked to look out for a
buyer for 400 hives in eight apiaries,
Last year the writer took eleven tons of
honey, and sold all in his own neighhbor-
hood, having, he says, no other apiaries
within 60 miles, Any one desiring such
might communicate with us.

We would ecall the attention of our
readers to the fact that Mr. R. Beuhne,
of Toboorae, Vic., is a supplier of first-
class foundation. An advertisement stat-
ing this was miscarried in the mails, and
did not appear in our last issue. We
trust that the omission will not be the
cause of loss to him, and ask anyone now
wanting foundation not to forget to send
to him.

We have received from the British
Australian Co., Ltd., Park-st., Sydney, a
cireular, in which they are offering £160
in cash prizes for the production of
tobacco leaf. They have sent samples of
the leaf required to the Mayors of Qui-
rindi, Bathurst, Tamworth and Texas.
Prizes run from £10 downwards. Sam-
ples must be of two tons weight, First
prizes will be paid 8d. per lh. for the
whole two tons, and second prizes 7d. per
Ib.

‘We are exceedingly sorry to have to
record the following. Mr. Latimore is
an old and esteemed beekeeper: A very
serious accident befell Mrs. Robert Lati-
more on Sunday morning, on the Wing-
ham-Taree road. She was, with her son,
about 12 years old, in a sulky going to
church, when the horse shied, and the
sulky collided with a log just off the
road. Mrs. Latimore was thrown ouf
heavily on her head, and picked up un-
conscious and removed to the district
hospital. She sustained nasty injuries fo
the face and concussion of the bram.
Hopes ave entertained for her recovery.

The Australian Bee Bulletin,
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One day recently a guard on a N,S,W.
railway, the recent possessor of one
swarm, was expatiating on the excelience
of a new hive he had invented, something
on the long idea plan, a piece of perfor-
ated tin dividing the frames in two pazts,
with a hole in the rear causing the bees
to go out there instead of in the front, so
making the taking of honey easy. He
looked very straight when informed hy
a lad present that that kind of thing was
used by Methusaleh., On enquiry what
honey was selling at now, his gaze was
further prolonged when informed there
was such a glut it could not be given
away.

VICTORIAN APIARISTS’
ASSOCIATION.

BY W. L. DAVEY.
WORK FOR THE FUTURE,

Hear, hear, Mr. President, I have
much pleasure in endorsing your re-
marks.

Like our President, I have been presi-
dent, and taken an active part i all
conferences and meetings for the past
seven or eight years, and from my exper-
ience and knowledge of the beekeeping
industry I maintain that there never was
a time when Australian beekeepors
needed to combine more than the present
one. In addition, I am bold enough to
say there never was a sounder or more
prosperous organisation than the V.A A,
As proof of the faith in this Association
that some beekeepers have, I may men-
tion that I have just recently received a
10s. donation from a beekeeper in another
State, who says that he has a very high
opinion of the V.A.A., and that all Vie-
torians ought to support it, especially
when they have such practical men as the
leading Victorians supporting it and
heading it.

Beekeepers must not say, “ What can
I get out of it They must themselves
endeavour to see what way they can
make the Association stronger; they
must take a pride in their Association,
and endeavour to build it up. They
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must spread its fame, defend its name,
so that as a united industry we shall ad-
vance and prosper.

Who amongst us is bold enough to say
that for the 10s. paid in subscriptions the
beekeeper shall receive nothing as an in-
dividual? T believe myself that in the
course of time this Association if pro-
perly supported, will probably be ex-
porting its members’ homney to foreign
markets, but if honey comes so low that
in Victoria we must look to foreign mar-
Jeets for our profits, then we must have
none of the agents’ treatment, such as the
well-known ‘“butter scandal,” but we
must have our organisation strong
enough to vndertake this work, then I
believe every man will receive ten times
over any amount he could possibly pay in
subseriptions to our funds.

Let us all be united, and present a
solid front; be not afraid to pay a solid
subscription, and eventually to receive a
solid and lasting henefit.

To the credit of Vietorian beckeepers,
I am glad to say that I have not yet had
a single refusal from old members to pay
the new rate. I have had some com-
plaints, but upon explaining matters they
have promptly replied with the full
amount of subseription; so come along
and join us, everybody who keeps bees.
Wo are just on the eve of forming No.
2 Branch at Horsham, and No. 3 at
Stawell, so send in your subscriptions,
until the books are full with your names
and addresses, then we will endeavour to
have a branch in every locality where
honey production ig carried on commer-
cially.

Come along, heekeepers! The Presi-
dent cannot do all the work. The secre-
tary or executive council cannot do every-
thing. We will all do our utmost; we
want you to become a member, and then
get others to join, until the little one
shall become a thousand.

Any beekeepers having anything of
importance for the council to discuss,
anyone forming branches or wishing to
do so please send a full report of what
they have so far accomplished, to the

The ustrulian Bee Bulletin,

SEPTEMBER 29, 1904

seeretary, to place hefore the next meet-
ing of the executive, early in October.

I have several letters of importance,
copies will be printed in next issue.

One thousand reports of the Contference
have heen sent throughout Victoria.
Write to the secretary for more if you
have not enough for all heekeepers in
your district.

T. W. PENBERTHY,

The Victorian Apiavists’ Association
had a good muster—385 heekeepers,
without the mnducement we had to go to
Bathurst a few years ago—free rail.
Their mustering is a great contrast fo
the subscription list to such a good cause,
Just fancy only £9 5s. 5d. given out of
£12000 in returns, to safeguard their
rights, with such go-ahead men in the
lead- men with energy and experience,
which has lifted them above the average
beekeeper, the loss of whom through
lack of support in an Association cannot
be estimated in money to the beekeeping
industry of Victoria.

The President’s remarks seem to be a
bit wide to me, when he says the hee-
keepers in other States were able to land
their honey in Melbourne cheaper than
Victorians, who had to send their honey
by rail. I don’t think there are many
bee yards on the wharves in this State;
I know mine is not, as it costs me £3
16s. 6d. per ton to get it to the nearest
whart by rail alone, besides team 12s,

Ringbarking, T think they would
make more progress if they would com-
promise with the grazier by leaving a
certain number of trees to the acre, and
get the thin end of the wedge in that
way. There are very few of us who have
any idea of the number of trees to the
acre to give the best results in honey. I
know the tree that stands out alone has
the greatest hum in it when in bloom
during a honey flow, and that the trees
that are from 20 to 30 feet apart are
very silent, '

Dr. Cherry’s paper is very good.
Flour is better than nothing as a substi-
tute for pollen, I found only 10 per cent.
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of the brood capped when fed on flour
alone for a month ; the larve thrive al-
right until the third or fourth day from
the egg, and then a large percentage dis-
appear before heing capped.

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS.

Our leading article of lagt month, and
Mr, Fergusen’s opinion as follows:—

W. I, Bungowannah Aug 9th—T am
surprised at your idea of raising the price
of honey by decreasing the number of
beeleepers. I maintain that we would
get a better price if we produced a ton
for every pound now produced as we
would then be able to keep up a regular
supply of uniform quality. The more
beelkeepers the hetter so long as they do
not encroach on each others runs. A
large increase in the production of honey
might reduce the price for a while, but
the reduced price would lead to an
inereased consumption, and also to a
sound export trade.

E. J. BIEN.
* The idea that there is no such thing as over-
production in the matter of honey, ought by this
time to have been exploded, samd if we were to
“ produce a ton for every 1b now produced’’
where would we be? Look at our experience
the past few years. A plentiful harvest, a diffi-
culty to sell ; a bad honey harvest, merchants
glad to get your honey almost at your own price.
Now we have had a bountiful year, and our
honey is unsaleable, through the ordinary chan-
nels we are told “‘there is a glut in market.”’
There is a limit at which it will pay a man to
give his whole time to the production of honey ;
when persons are in receipt of a (government)
salary or wages they cau sell the honey at any
price, as we find them doing to our loss. Your
leader puts the matter about as clear asitis
possible to put it. There are only a few people
in these states comparatively, and we have a
very heavy handicap in the handy and cheap
form in which golden syrup, treacle and jam,
¢te., are done up ; also are heavily handicapped
in the matter of export as you have clearly
shown. As to increased consumption, I doubt
very much if that wonld come, unless we give
our honey away. While I deny no man the
right to keep bees if he so choses, yet I know by
sad experience, the multiplication of beekeepers,
and therefore incrensed honey production has
lowered the price this year lower tham it has
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been for years. We do not fear or care for the
competition of expert beekeepers, those who give
their whole time to the business and work for it
to maintain them ; but it is those who take up
bees as a side issue, and therefore, if they only
get a low price for their honey it is not much
loss, and as every Tom, Dick and Harry seem to
be geing into the busine s on these lines, not to
speak of civil servants, there is nothing left to
the expert but to leave the field to them, for only
the men located in very favourable situations
will be able to do anything at it,
8. T'. MAIN.

As to Mr. Ferguson’s statement as to the
more honey produced the better the price, I do
not wake him seriously, as the statement is an
absurd one and not according tu facts.

PAUL MOORFIELD,

What are we to do in regard to our industry?
After reading your leadine article on pages 94
and 95 of your last issue, it must make all bee-
keepers who intend to try to make a living for
themselves and their families think a great deal
before they put all they have in bees. There is
no doubt a great deal in what you say, and sinee
we have had Federation it malkes everyone equal
in the States in regard to the markets of the
Commonwealth. Take Melbonrne for exumple,
as H.R.G. says, the commission houses are tull,
and at one place I was at they told me that they
were getting a quantity from S.A. free in Mel-
bourne at 2d. per pound. After paying expenses
what will the beekeeper get for himself ?

There is one good point in it, and that is that
good light honey will always command a better
price. I cannot make out why the quality
should be judged by the light colour, only some
of the honey I tasted in Melbourne was not to
be compared, in my opinion, to some of the
amber colonr. I do not think that the very
dark will have much show in future. Another
point is, as all beekeepers know, while there is
one good year there are several bad ones, and
before Federation that used to stand to the bee-
keepers in each state, but now, if this 1s a poor
vear in N.S.W. it does not say that it will be a
failure in all the states, with the result that we
cannot depend upon the good years making up
for the bad.

I should advise all bee:eepers when they do

well, and I hope they will not blow about it and
write to the papers and tell everyome what
amount they made from half an acre of ground.
I think also that the middlemen, storekcepers,
t¢ . want too much profit, but as we eannot do
without them well, what can we do? Combine,
and see if we could not by that means steady
prices a bit.

There is no doubt good work ~vas done at the
last Conference or the V.A.A., but 1 should like
to see some more work bzing done for those who
are now in the industry, and less for those who
intend to come into it. I have no doubt this
will appear selfish, but if you have a’ family to
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keep, being generous at their expense will not
keep them in clothes, food, boots and shoes, ete.
Although our product is good for the inside of
the body it is not so good for the outside. We
have talked about exporting. &e., but no good
has come out of it, and I think if each beekeeper
would go round their own district from house to
house and leave # sample of his honey, and also
some leaflets explaining the benefits cf honey,
as a food, also tell them the. storekeeper tha’
stocks it. If they want to buy some sell them
some, but not at the prices you sell to the store-
keepers, but put on a reasonable profit, as it is
only right that they should get some profit, but
not the amount some of them want. By that
means honey would become known, and more
would be sold, as from what I can see it seems
to be only an off line, and it is hardly ever you
see the storekeeper quoting it in his advertise-
ments, but when he found that there wasa
demand for it he would put it in a prominent,
so thut people wonld see that he lkept it in stock.
In regard to W.F., I think that it will be diffi-
cult to find a market without inereasing the
present number of beekeepers, and I think if
those who have good honey would only keep
some of it back in the good seasons they would
be able to keep np and repeat supplv, And why
should not the supply dealer live as well as well
as the beekeeper? If he does not have fresh
beekeepers to buy his hives, ete., he would have
to shut up shop, and that would never do, for
perhaps in time they might take all the honey
that anyone who buys his supplies can produce
by them. Now, if they would only make that
offer then I should say nothing about them try-
ing to make beekeepers. I should like W. F. to
tell us how the increase in beekeepers and the
inerease in production is going to lead to in-
creased consumption, and how he is going to
bring it about. By so doing he will confer a
benefit upon a large number of beekeepers, and
perhaps those who are now adverse to this
way of thinking.

QUESTION NEXT ISSUE.

Have you worked any apiary with
queen excluders and Porter bee escape
for extracted honey, and with what
result ?

Echoes from Continental
Journals.

(Spe rally translated for 4.B.B. by J.R G.)

AN AUTOMATIC BEE SMOKER.
The Peirt Almanack des Abeilles during
the last 18 months or so has largely de-
voted its space to a discussion upon bee-
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escapes. However ingenious these ap-
pliances may be to me they are perfectly
useless. A simple sheet of ¢ excluder”
zing, hindering queen and drones from
entering the honey chambers, greatly
facilitates the expulsion of the bees from
the supers. But in my opinion the true
bee-escape (or ‘“super-clearer” as our
English friends more appropriately term
such contrivances) the only practical, the
only economical is the Bingham or the
Layens Smoker.

The last-named — the Layens — has
greatly my preference, because it works
by itself, automatically, for at least half-an-
hour, giving forth during that time an
abundant volume of smoke, while the
Bingham only smokes on compression of
the bellows. To vigorously compress
the bellows so as to make it work
properly one is often obliged to take the
smoker in both hands. The jerky, stac-
cato movements involved in this, in pre-
sence of a hive already irritated, are they
not often the cause of multitudes of
stings to the unfortunate operator ? Thus
in place of subduing the angry bees this
smoker only stirs them up the more, and,
in addition, prevents one having his
hands free to manipulate the hive.

The Layens smoker, on the contrary,
puffing away automaticaliy and regularly,
ejects a stream of smoke, copious and
cool. It is like a battery of artillery laid
upon the enemy, and it protects jthe bee-
keeper most efficaciously,

TO USE THE LAYENS AUTOMATIC SMOKER.

As with an ordinary hand-compressed
smoker, direet a quantity of smoke over
the tops of the frames, and then guide
the nozzle of the smoker between the
frames, and in a few seconds, especially
if the honey is sealed, the bees have al-
most completely evacuated the super,
Then you place your “ Layens” upon one
corner of the hive, where it continues to
protect your hands from stings, as it in-
cessantly emits waves of smoke, which
drive back the bees, while the Bingham
requires an assistant to worle its bellows,
and so maintain an almost continuous

@
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stream of smoke. |Note.—T treat this
question from the point of view of the in-
tensive culture of hees, and not as an
amateur.

One may object that with the Layens
you run the risk of scorching bees more
easily than with the Bingham. I admit
this, but, with a little skill, one quickly
succeeds in understanding how to fill and
otherwise regulate this appliance in such
a fashion that 4 will never burn. Move-
over, a prudent beeckeeper will always
test with his ungloved fingers (away with

* gloves for all true apiculturists !) the de-

gree of heat from his smoker before di-
recting it upon the bees—it is the affair
of half-a-second.

Thus the Layens smoker is a precious
auxiliary, which in the apiary fills the
place of an assistant operator, and spares
the beekeeper himself many a sharp
stinging.,

As fuel I employ cowdung dried in the
sun. It only costs the labour of coliect-
ing, and it produces a mild smoke, which
does not blind or distress the eyes like
that from rags.—J. CoNTEREL in La Revue
LElectique d’ Apieulture.

Translator’s Note.—The above article
seems well worthy of consideration, com-
ing especially as 1t does, from the pen of
one of the largest and most scientific api-
culturists of France, That beekeepers in
Australia have not been generally aware
of even the existence of an automatic
smoker may be traceable to the fact that
the American supply firms, whose ideas
control and dominate Australian bee-
keepers, do not stock the article in ques-
tion. Brilliant and ingenious inventions
by Frenchmen are by no means rave,
and it is very possible that the
“Layens” automatic smoker may be
one of these, neglected unjustly hy
American manufacturers, ag was for many
years the Cowan reversible extractor (a
purely British invention.) The price
France of the Layens sraoker is 9 francs
(about 7s. 3d. each.)

TREATMENT OF A BABY STUNG BY BEES
We read in De Bie the following : —
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Last week an infant, 18 months old only,
a little son of Monsieur Koslowski, of
Goldan (Prussia), escaped the vigilance
of his nurse, and toddled towards the bee
yard. Soon after his father, attracted by
the screams of the little mite, found him
stretched out on the grass surrounded by
furious bees, the tace, ears, neck and
hands of the unfortunate child being
covered with stings, The father picked
them out as promptly as possible, and
then plunged the child into a cold bath.
After a short immersion the affected
parts were rubbed with vinegar. The
mother then put the little one in her bed,
and lay down beside herself to keep him
warm, Soon he was sleeping gently,
and some hours later awoke as lively as
if nothing had happened.— Bienenzeitung
Geeneral.

THE WRONG DOGR.

The following is told of an American
gentleman who was stopping with his
wife at the Hotel Cecil in London.

On their first evening there he hap-
pened to retire somewhat earlier than his
spouse. Arriving at the door of what he
imagined was his own room, and finding
it locked, he tapped and called ¢ Honey !
No answer came, and he again called,
more loudly, * Honey !

Still he got no reply, and, becoming
somewhat uneasy, he shouted the en-
dearing term for the third time with his
full lung power.

This time a reply came, and in a male
voice : ‘‘ Go away, you blithering idiot !
This is a bath-room, nos a blooming bee-
hive!” —La Sabhier de Juillet,

COMMISSION AGENTS.
The following letter explains itself:—
September 26th.
Referring to the 19 cases of honey re-
ceived on Saturday on your account on
which their is a reserve of 2id per lb.,
we have examined the honey, and find
some to be better than others, but we
would strongly advise the removal of the
Teserve, as we see o prespect of obtain-
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ing 24d. The market is literally glutted
with honey, which is selling from 13d to
23d per Ib. We would, therefore, be
glad if you will favour us with your in-
structions, and you may rest assured that
we will do our very best to obtain the
highest market value for you, if you
decide to leave the matter in our hands.

[The honey was all white box, in new tins,
The reply asked if a microscope had been used
in detecting the difference, or some of the tins

had been in the shade when examined. The
tins were all new.]

Tooborac, Victoria.

Comb IEB_LTndation.

Langstroth Size, 163 x 8% in., 7 to 8 sheets to

pound.
11b. 101b. 201D,
2/0 17/6 33/0

Terms—Nett Cash.
Made of Guaranteed Pure Beeswax, and
Securely Cased.
Beekeepers’ own wax (not less than 101b.)
made into Foundation at 1d. per sheet,

.~ A e e 4 A EAERRFRYTTD.

WANTED.
OMPETENT Beckeeper to run Out Apiary.
Wages or terms, Apply

THOS. HALLORAN,
Fernleigh, Waaca Wacaea.

FOR SALE.

BOUT 400 TWO-STOREY 10-FRAMED
HIVES in 8 separate apiaries. Flourish-

ing industry, and in a good district. Apply
‘“A. BEE BULLETIN’ OrrIcE.

N.S. VW,

BEE-FARMERS_ ASSOGIATION.
A

MEETING of above will take place at 12
SPRING ST., SYDNEY, on FRIDAY
Morning, October 7th, at 10 o’clock,
B4 To discuse present state of Industry.

E. TIPPER,
Hoxn. Sro.
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PRICES OF HONEY.

Maitland Mercury.—Honey, 14d to 2d
per 1b.

Melbourne Australasian.--Honey, demand
rather dull, Prime clear garden, from
23d to 3d; medium quality, from 21d;
congealed and inferior lower. Beeswax,
from 1/- to 1/0d.

Melbourne Leader.—Honey—Prime clear
garden samples had sale to-day at from
23d to 3d, the latter being an outside
quote, excepting for exceptional samples ;
medium to good lots realised from 2d
upwards. Beeswax—Trade was moder-
ately brisk. Prime clear lots were dis-
posed of readily at 1s 2d, the range for
medium to good being from 1s to 1s 1d.

Garden & Field, §. A.—Clear extracted
21d fo 21d per 1b., dark and inferior 1d
to 13d.

8. M. Herald.—Choice liquid 23d per
Ib., candied and good liquid 2d to 21d.,
inferior 1d to 13d,

Tamworth News.—Honey, 6/- per dozen
bottles; 1/8 per 71b tin; 9/- to 10/- per
601b tin.

HONEY.—

Owing to the congested state of the Sydney
Market at present, we would advise shippers
to withold consignments until dresent stocks
are reduced.

BEESWAX.—

There is a strong demand for clear samples
from 1s 1d to 1s 2d per 1b. Dark lots from
1s per 1h.

T PLUN LU TR L

4

H. PRESCOTT & GO., .

COMMISSION AGENTS,

336 & 338 SUSSEX STREET,
——SYDNEY ———

FMHE Largest Oycle Factory in Australia
require Energetic Agent. Liberal terms.

DAVIES-FRANKLIN CYCLX Co., L.
BALLARAT, VICIORIA.

r
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BEE-FARMING.

THE MAIN FACTORS WHICH ENSURES SUCCESS.

[BY W. AGER. ]

THE INDIVIDUAL,

The success or failure in bee-farming
as with all other pursuits depend upon
the ability, tact, and fitness of the man
for the occupation. The intending bhee-
tfarmer must have plenty of energy, per-
severance, and a liking for the study.of
nature, and bush life. He must have a
thorough knowledge of his business, and
be able to put his knowledge into prac-
fice, do the right thing at the right time
and keep ahead of his work. He must
not run away with that idea, simply be-
cause he has a few hives of bees, that
someone put into verse,

I vos one of dose happy bee mons,

1 vos not got to verk any more,

I can sot down all day in de apple tree shade,

Or smoke mine pipe at de door.
for if he does he may soon have to pawn
his pipe to buy spectacles to find his
honey crop.

SELECTING A LOCALITY.

The first thing to be considered is
locality, for if bees are to gather honey
abundantly they must be where honey
abounds. If one hundred colonies of
bees are placed in one locality they may
starve, while if they are placed in another
locality whieh is suitable, they may store
as high as 200lbs. of honey per colony.
To get good crops the city and towns
must be left out of consideration. The
locality required is a good mixed forest
of eucalyptus trees, consisting of iron-
bark or box (yellow being hest) inter-
spersed with any of the various gums
(red or spotted preferred), bloodwood,
peppermint, stringy bark, apple, ete. The
disadvantage of selecting a forest consisg-
ing chiefly of one kind of tree, even if it
is one of the best honey producing
varieties, or a locality which depends on
the one kind of flora for a honey flow,
such as clover fields ete., is the fact that
the flow of honey from any variety of
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honey flora is very uncertain, and again,
our honey producing trees bloom periodic-
ally, some having a general bloom every
two years, some every three years, and
some longer. The bees may do excellent
in the seasou that the one class of tree is
blooming, but in the off years beekeepers
in such localities are fortunate if their
colonies of bees can keep alive and strong,
for they sometimes have to resort to arti-
ficial feeding to keep them from starving,
If a good mixed forest is selected in
which to start the apiary, then, when it is
the off year for one or two species of
flora it mar be the year for the general
bloom of the third, therefore, the chances
of a crop are far more certain.
THE SYSTEM TO BE EMPLOYED.

At one time a swarm of bees was simply
shook into a common hox and leff to
chances, 'When it was considered that a
good quantity of honey was stored the
box was turned over, and midst stings,
swearing, and destruction of bees, the
combs of honey were cut out. After the
operation the hox was again stood in
position and left to Providence. The
honey was removed from the combs by
straining it through a sugar bag or well-
used blanket. BSuch a slipshod method
is left far out of date by modern heckeep-
ing, which can hoast of the moveable
frame hive and the extractor. The honey
comb is now built in wooden frames
which can be manipulated at will, the
honey is thrown out of the combs by the
extractor, and the uninjured combs are
replaced in the hive to be filled again
with honey by the bees. This is a great
economy, as wax is a natural secretion of
the bees caused by the consumption of
honey, and it is calculated that 201bs, of
honey must be consumed by the bees to
produce 11b. of wax. Tt also gives a bee-
keeper sole control in the management of
his bees, for whenever needed, he can
take the hive to pieces and put it to-
gether again. The two most prominent
systems employed are the Heddon and
the Langstroth ; of the two I prefer the
Langstroth, and use the ten frame hive
two and three storey high, :
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THE PECULIARITIES OF THE DIFFERENT
BREEDS OF BEES.

The class or breed is not so much to be
considered as the individual colonies of
the breed, but each breed has its own
peculiarities. The black or old English
bee, although fairly industrious does not
defend its home against intruding
enemies, and will often allow the bee
moth to take possession of and wreck its
hive. The Cyprian bees are a yellow
variety, the queens are generally very
prolific and the bees are hardy and in-
dustrious workers. They often excell
other varieties in honey gathering quali-
ties, but they are generally savage and
hard to subdue. The Carniolans are
generally very gentle bees, but they are
excessive swarmers which makes them
objectable to the apiarist who is running
for honey. The Italian bees are the ones
which find most favour among beefarmers,
the queens are fairly prolific, and the
workers are generally hardy, energetic,
and easily subdued, and they defend
their hives well, keeping them clear of
all vermin. But even in the Italian
breed there are good and bad strains,
and a great deal depends upon getting a
good honey gathering strain. Some
colonies of bees may store 100lbs. surplus
honey, while others alongside may not
store 201bs. A beekeeper must note the
value of each colony, breed from the
best and weed out the unprofitable ones.

MANAGEMENT.

No hard and fast rule can be laid down
for the management of an apiary, as the
seasons differ, and the honey flow does
not always oceur at the same time of the
vear. A beekeeper must watch the cou-
ditions of the season, and work according
to circumstances. In running bees for
honey the main thing is to keep the col-
onies strong, and prevent them from
swarming as far as possible. It is not
the number of colonies of bees a person
has that is going to swell his honey crop,
but it is the number of bees that are in
each hive at the commencement of the
honey flow. 50,000 bees in one hive
will store more honey than the same num-
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her of bees divided into two, for in the
first the surplus bees turn their attention to

honey gathering, while the energy of -

the latter is taken up in brood-rearing
and will probably be in fine condition for
honey gathering at the end of the flow.
Swarming is nature’s method of propogat-
ing the bee race, and it cannot be properly
gubdued, but there are conditions such
as an over heated or over crowded hive,
or one chocked with honey, which tends
to excite swarming, therefore the bee-
keeper should prevent these condititons
occuring. If the bees are given plenty
of storing room and the queen sufficient
space in the brood chamber to keep her
employed, and the hive bewell ventilated
swarming will be reduced to a mininum.
‘When the hives are fairly well filled with
honey the combs are taken out and the
bees shaken or brushed off them, and
they are taken to the honey house. Here
the cappings which confines the honey in
the cells are removed with a heated un-
capping knife and the combs are placed
in the extractor where they are whirled
round fast enough to throw out all the
honey but not damage the comb. When
sufficient honey is collected at the bottom
of the extractor it is run off and strained
into tanks through cheese cloth. Tt is
left in the tanks for a couple of days
to settle and clarify, and then it is
ready to can off and market. The capp-
ings which are shaved off the combs fall
into an uncapping can where the honey

drains from them and falls into the bottom -

compartment of the can. When the
frames arve all extracted they are taken
back and placed in the hive from which
they came.

WINTERING,

Wintering bees in this state is not
attended with the difficulty that is ex-
perienced in such countries as England
and North America. In these places of
perpetual snows through winter bee-
keepers are compelled to winter their bees
in chaft packed hives, or in cellars speci-
ally constructed for the purpose. Here
the winter being much milder less diffi-
culty is experienced. The essential

-
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factors for successful wintering are well
populated healthy colonies of bees,
sufficient well ripened honey, and a warm
dry hive. At the end of the season each
hive should contain or be supplied with
at least 20lbs of capped honey, or four
Root-Hoff frames full and well capped
over ; this gives the colony sufficient to go
through winter with and to build up
strong in the spring before honey 1s
ohtainable from the pastures. All wealk
colonies should be umited, the supers of
empty combs taken off the hive and stored
away, and the entrances contracted to pre-
vent mice from entering the hives and
destroying the combs. If a beekeeper
has no convenient place in which to store
the supers of empty combs they can hbe
placed on the bottom hoard under the
brood box of the hive. As the warmth
always rises to the top they will not
interfere much with the warmth of the
hive and the bees, if Ttalians, will keep
them free from vermin. If the cover of
a hive is removed on a frosty or damp
winter’s morning the underside of it will
be found dripping with water, the inside

_ of the hive and the frames which are not

covered by the cluster of bees will also
be found damp. Any uncapped honey
which is in the hive, and very often that
which is capped and not kept dry by the
bees, absorbs this moisture which causes
it to deteriorate as a bee food and turn
sour. If the bees are compelled to use
this honey in the early spring it greatly
weakens their constitution and reduces
their vitality and therefore creates a
fertile field for the bacteria of paralysis
or spring dwindling to display its ravages.
To prevent this condition a frame of wood
should be made the size of the hive and
two inches thick, the bottom covered with
wire gauze and the top with a piece of
bagging and 1t then be filled with chaft
and sef on the top of the hive under the
cover, two half inch strips should be
nailed across it, one ateach end for the
purpose of keeping the cover of the. hive
raised above it. This eushion so placed
absorbs the moisture from the cluster and
allows it to evaporate, leeping the hive
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comparatively dry and at the same time it
retaing the warmth in the hive.

CONCLUSION,

There are a great many subjects con-
nected with Bee Farming, such as Queen
Rearing, Introducing Queens, Robbing,
Artificial Swarming, Details in manage-
ment, Diseases of Bees, ote, and to treat
them all would takeup too much space. But
the desirous student can do no better than
procure a copy of A. I. Root’s, “A.B.C.
on Bee Culture” or “Langstroth on the
Honey Bee” in which most everything of
any value in up-to-date beefarming is
explained. These books may be procured
from any trader in beekeepers supplies.

WEST AUSTRALIAN
BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION,

ANNUAT, MEETING.

WEDNESDAY, 27TH.

The annual meeting of the W, A. Bee.
keepers’ Association was held in Perth,
followed by the yearly conference. The
president (Mr. J. N. Shipton) occupied
the chair. There was a large attendance.

The Minister for Lands, in opening the
conference, said that the large attend-
ance, compared with the modest one of
last year, augured well for the future of
the association and the success of the
industry. That the latter was a profit-
able side-line for seftlers, hig and small,
was generally admitted. Recently the
Director of Agriculture had reported that
in twelve months no less than 600lbs. of
honey had been taken from one hive in
the Guildford district. The market be-
fore the industry was practically un-
Limited, for up to date something like
£17,000 of honey had heen imported into
the State. The gratifying feature about
the question of importation was that it
was rapidly decreasing. Whilst he was
Minister for Lands the beekeepers of the
State would have a friend and the in-
dustry a supporter,
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The President, in his annual report,
said the association had made good pro-
gress during the year. The question of
the propagation of special honey-bearing
trees upon (lovernment reserves, parks,
and streets, the Forestry Department had
promised to aseist as much as possible by
planting those which swere nectar pro-
ducing. A sum of £5 had been appro-
priated from funds towards importing
queen bees, and several had arrived, and
had been distributed amongst the
members, on the understanding that they
should return in the early spring at least
two queens, the progeny of the imported
stock. Reports trom the country district
associations were read, and showed that
although the season had been a bad one,
beekespers were hopeful for a good
harvest this coming season, The Agri-
cultural Department had been reguested
to appoint an expert to the vacancy caused
by Mr. Sutton’s retivement from that
position. The thanks of the Asseciation
wers due to the Secretary for his efforts
in advancing the interests of the Associa-
tion, and also to the committee for their
services.

The Secretary read the financial report
for the past year, which showed a credit
balance of £5 158 6d. The Secretary ex-
plained that out of this balance had to be
taken the expenses of the conference,
which would considerably reduce the
balance in hand. On the motion of Mr.
Hilton, seconded by Mr. Layton, the
financial statement was adopted. Con-
sideration was given to the alterations to
the rules, which were prepared by asub-
committee appointed for the purpose;
these will be printed and forwarded to
members in due course.

On the motion of Mr. Carruthers,
seconded by Mr. Clifton, it was decided i
the interests of the association, consider-
ing the worle which was heing carried out,
to raise the membership fee to 4s per
annum, A suggestion was put forward
that next year’s conference be held at
the headquarters of one of the country
associations, but on the motion of My,
Ankers, seconded by Mr. Sutton, it was
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decided to allow the committee to make
arrangements when the time arrived.
The election of officers resulted as
follows :-—President, Mr. Shipton (ve-
elected); Vice-Presidents, Messrs. Sutton,
Dickie, and Kline; Patron, Capt. Oats,

M.L.C.; Secretary and Treasurer, Mr.

Potter (re-clected); Committee, Megsrs.
Ankers, Anderson, Hilton, Street, Master-
son, Ainslie, and Mrs. Hilton,

Mr. J. B. Kline read an interesting
paper on * Bees and Beekeeping.” He
sald that with conditions so much in
favour of the apiarist the industry should
have a bright future before it in this
Stite. The advantages of apiculture in
relation to agriculture were generally
recognised, and although there were still
some farmers who contended that an
apiary on the farm was a nuisance, this
objection was being overcome hy the dis-
satisfied ones procuring hives and thus
retaining for themselves the article which
hitherto had been gathered on their pro-
perty by other people’s bees The flight
of bees was seldom farther than the near-
est pasturage —the farther it was neces-
sary to travel, the less the bees could
carry. It therefore behoved the associa-
tion to take -steps to prevent, as far as
possible, indiscriminate destruction of
trees. In this State the natural source
frorz which honey was gathered was the
gum tree, and in the absence of these
i cities, bees do not thrive so well.
Bome purveyors made a feature of the
fact that their honey came from gardens,
and labelled it *pure garden honey,”
yet one good gum tree in bloom was
worth an acre of flower beds. The best
honey came from districts where there
was one kind of tree, for flavour and
aroma reach a high standard of excell-
ence. Mr, Kline then dealt with the
quality of Western Australian honey, and
pointed out how this could be improved.
The local honey needed more maturing,
and more careful handling, to make it
sufficiently good to compete with the im-
ported article. The four essential points
of good honey were flavour, aroma,
density, and clearness; and for the open
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market the honey should he examined by
an expert and graded. At present good
and inferior loneys were dumped to-
gether, and the prices consequently were
based on the lowest instead of the highest
¢+ grade. He did not infer that adultera-
tion was necessary, but only that more
care should be taken in preparation for
market. He was favourable to judging
produce at show by points,

Mr. Kline was thanked for his paper,
and an inferesting discussion followed.

: THURSDAY, 287H.

* The schedule of prizes for the Royal

Agricultural Society’s Show to be held in

Guildford, received consideration in the

apicultural section, and several small

alterations were suggested, which have
been placed before the Secretary of the

R.AS. Tt was also suggested that the
- Secretary ask R.A 8. to have a wire or
other screen placed around exhibits after
the judging has been completed, to pre-
vent pilfering. Mr, Sutton suggested
that the association adopt some badge of
recognition to be worn by members of
assoeiation.

On the motion of Mr, Rees, the Secro-
tary was asked to call tenders for the
supply of honey tins for coming year;
quantity, 100 gross, more or less.

Captain Oats, M.L.C., and Messrs,
* Shipton and Potter were appointed a
» deputation to wait on the Hon. the
Minister for Lands and place hefore him
the following motions : —

1. That the Department of Agricuiture
be asked to reinstate the position of bee
expert.

2. Tomber Destruction.—That the Tands
Department take such action as shall be
necessary to prevent the wholesale and
indiseriminate destruction of trees on
Crown lands, pastoral leases, commons,
Y cte., and, if necessary, to amend the pre-

sent Act so that honey-producing timbers

which are only uscful as firewood, ete.,

may be allowed to reach maturity, and to

enforce such clauses in the Act that are

at present favourable to the beekeeping
» industry.
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3. Forest Liconses.—In the event of the
Government granting licenses on Crown
lands for the purposes of apiculture, a
clause should be inserted preventing bee-
keepers settling within three miles from
an already established apiary of more
than 20 hives.

4. That the Hon. the Minister be
asked to make a grant of money to the
association for the general advancement
of the interest of the industry. By the
dissemination of suitable literature, im-
portation of queens, and such other

methods as may from time to time appear
useful.

The following question was discussed,
and, on being put to the vote, was logt ;—

That the Department of Agriculture
establish experimental apiaries under the
supervision of the expert for purposes of
queen-raising; also in connection with
same to import a variety of select hreed-
Ing queens.

In answer to a question, the Secretary
detailed facts obtained by him in relation
to the publishing of a Bee journal, and,
atter considerable discussion, the time
was considered inopportune for the
association to lauch out on such a ven-
ture.

Votes of thanks were passed as follows :

(1). To those municipal councils and
local governing bodies that had during
the year planted honey-producing trees
on their streets, parks, reserves, ete.

(2) To the Department of Agriculture
for assistance rendered to Association
during the year.

(3). To Mr. Shipton for the able
manner in which he earried out the duties
of chairman during the conference,

The conference was concluded at 6 p.m.
on Thursday, 28th, and in the evening a
Lecture on Beckeeping was delivered by
Mr. Sutton.—W. 4. Journal of Agricul-
ture.

The following were appointed judges
for Agricultural Shows : — Bees.—Mossrs,
J. Shipton, Barker Road, Subiaco; C,
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Cooke, Woorooloo; J. M. Sutton, Win-
gate, South Western Railway; C. Smith,
Baker’s Hill.

THE HEDDON HIVE.

If your little, shallow half-depth hives,
with yonr little toy frames, (pardon the
expression --they seem just like that to
me) are so superior to the full depth
Langstroth hives and frames, why it is
that only a comparatively few are using
them? No doubt you will try to answer
this by saying that your hive and shallow
frame is new, and that the bee-keeping
world has not heard the many advantages
of this new hive and system. This I
deny, for did not James Heddon adopt
this same hive and system more than
twenty years ago. Yes, he went so far
as to take out a patent on this hive, and
used costly cuts and drawings in all the
leading bee-journals illustrating the
many (7, advantages of this little hive
and system. Yes, he advertised, using
whole columns of space, pushed, boomed,
did everything in his power that a shrewd,
up-to-date business man could possibly
do to push this hive to the front. He
was shrewd enough, and of such promin-
ence as a writer at that time that he
managed to get in many full columns of
advertising in the reading pages of most
all the bee-papers. Now you say,
“What has this to do with the shallow
hive and system I am using?’ Tt has
this to do with it: If those *toy” hives
and “fixings’’ were so much superior to
the Langstroth hive and system,as you
seem to think, why is it, after so much
advertising, that so few of them are in
use ? The answer is plain to me. They
did not prove to be superior in the hands
of most hee keepers. Your arguments
imply that bees winter better in shallow
hives, build up faster in the spring, ete.,
than in the full depth Langstroth hive.
Pray tell us, what possible advantage
there is in having the brood-nest of any
colony divided up into two or move parts
by horizontal strips of wood—top and
bottom bars of frames—towards keeping
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the bees warm in winter or of building «
up in the spring. T fail to see any of the
advantages you claim for the sectional <-
hive and shallow frame, except these two
points : They are light to handle and the
combs of these little half-depth frames
are easy to uncap. These two, being the
only ones worthy of mentioning, are more
than offset by their many disadvantages.
In uncapping you have twice the number _
of frames to uncap and handle in taking
them out and putting them back in the <
supers. It is the same putting in
foundation, nailing up frames, efc.. §
You've twice the number of frames to
handle and nail up. 4

<

U

You say you do not handle frames,
but handle hives in sections instead. *
This 1l admit to a certain extent. But P
there are times when you must handle 7
frames, else they have frames at all. |
Just think of going into an apiary of one
hundred colonies or more, where they .
were tiered up five or six stories with
these sectional hives. They would have )
to be that to be equal to a ten frame, -
three story Langstroth hive, and have to J
handle the frames of every hive. Oh,
my, I am tired right now, just thinking <
about it. I can truly say I in no way
envy you the pleasure and satisfaction * ¢
you get out of ;handling your bees on .
these little frames. I could give many
advantages the Langstroth hive and
frame has over those little sectional hives *
and shallow frames that I have not
touched upon yet. But what is the use?

It seems to me that the Tangstroth hive M
and frame being the standard the world

over, is sufficient evidence within itself to
convince any reasonable mind of its
superiority over all other makes.— I, R.
Smith, in Sowthland Queen,

v -

= v

DRONE COMB

v
It seems to be something like a natural
law that swarms in mnormal condition
build no dvone comb for the first ten or
twelve days of their occupancy of a new »
hive ; but work with indefatigable haste
to construct cells fitted fo rear only of

L
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their own kind. The exact time may
vary somewhat, owing to the weather,
the rate at which nectar is being carried
in, the strength of the swarm, and the
age of the queen. But the almost in-
variable rule is that for ten days at least
no dronme-comb is huilt. Skrive, theve-
fore, to get combs drawn out quickly,
and then you can count on their being
not only well built, but of the right kind
desired by you, and required by the bees
to do the best work later on,

If nuclei are not over-strong, but yet

. bees sufficiently numerous to build out

combs, with a liberal supply coming in
either from the feeder or the fields, these
will build only worker cells from starters.
These combs are, as a rule, the most per-
foet and regular we can produce, and the
fact should be more widely known. The
raison d’étre in this and the two following
cases is undoubtedly the fact that the
community in all three instances have no

~ thoughts of swarming, and therefore

know instinctively that drones are mnot
required to carry on the line of succes-
sion., Having no mneed for them, they
wisely make no provision for producing
them.

Second swarms, headed by an unmated
queen, may also be depended on to fill
out every frame with starters with only
worker cells, T like to make use of any
of these small lots to secure such combs,
and they build them as true and flat as a
board, so that each may be warranted as
perfectly interchangeable, and without a
single drone-cell to mar the beauty of
their construction. These casts know
well that raising such undesirables in the
first year of their existence would hbe
futile work,and just so much labour
thrown away without any compensating
advantage.

Tt follows invariably that, when simple
starters are given to established stocks
only, drone-comb is built. But oven
here we can persuade them by a little
manipulation to act otherwise. Choose a
colony of bees fairly strong, but which
cannot be relied on to gather surplus.

Take away all their frames but one of
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brood and one of honey, and then give
them one up to four frames with starters
only, the number depending on the
strength of your lot,and you will find
that they will build the very finest comb
and not one single drone-cell inthe whole
number.  More combs may be given
later on during the season, but care must
be taken not to leave too many combs in
at one time, or have too many bees, for
whenever this happens thoughts of
swarming arvise, and they at once proceed
to construct drome-comb. This can be
again hindered by taking out some of
the frames of hrood. These small lots
are also useful for patching up any
faulty or incomplete comb, or any from
which you may have cut out patches of
drone-cells. This is a wrinkle worth
knowing, for many such combs are thrown
aside as useless, whereas, when they are
given to one of these weak lots, they can
be made equal to the best, without any
trouble or worry on the part of the bee-
keeper.— Exchange.

CAPPINGS,

I have heard it stated by some apiarists
that the day was coming when the
production of beeswax would pay better
than that of honey. No ome has had
faith enough in such an assertion to give
it & trial in practice, and I dare say that
it would not take long to convince any
one of its fallacy. Those who have tried
to feed extracted honey to fill up sections
have invariably reported that it did not
pay, that the cost was too great,and I
do not believe it will ever pay, much less
will it pay to let the bees expend their
honey for wax-production alone. When
we put all testimonials together, the cost
of comb honey appears to be fully twice
that of extracted honey ; that is, the bees
can harvest twice as much honey when
the combs are already built as when they
have to build them. This I take as an
average. In some seasons there will be
less cost to the building of comb, while
in other years the cost will be increased.
The most expensive production of comb
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honey to the bees comes when the ecrop
is very short and very sudden. If the
weather has been cold, backward, rainy,
unfavorable, in short, and a suitable day
comes suddenly to be followed perhaps
by five or six other such days, and then
the crop coases—in such a case the
production of extracted honey is far ahead
of that of comb. In the first instance,
the combs are ready for harvest and there
18 no delay, no loss of time, the bees are
at work /% masse. In the second instance
the suddenness of the crop has taken us
unawares, and they have had hardly
time to build a few combs when the flow
is at end. A large crop cut short,
suddenly, by a storm and continued bad
weather, will also leave the comb-honey
production in bad shape, as many combs
have been built, and partly filled, and
must be abandoned. A big flow,
uninterrupted and steady, is the most
encouraging for eomb-honey producers,
and that is why I insist that the produc-
tion of comb honey will be most especially
successful in localities where large crops
are the rule. My last, and least, griev-
ance against the production of comb
honey is that it requires the use of a
number of contrivances for which I never
had any fancy—separators, queen-exclud-
ers, honey-boards, etc. With the pro-
duction of extracted honey none of these
is needed ; at least not by the methods
we follow. We connect the upper and
lower stories as freely as possible, and
make things as convenient for the bees as
it is possible to do.—C. P. Dadant in
American Bee Jowrnal.

In experiments made it has been found
that the rays of radium have proved
fatal to all kinds of bacteria. A great
many tests have been made in treating
different kinds of germ diseass, and in
almost every case exposure to the rays
destroyed the germs,so that on trial
being made it was proved that they cease
to grow and multiply in a gelatine medium.
Experiments have been made wherehy
the rays have been allowed to pass
through a hole in a metal dise and strike
on a small mass of gelatine containing
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acfive germs, with the result that they
were developed, evcept on the spot where
the rays had struck. This undoubtedly
proves that a comb so treated would be
sterilized, and that radium may prove
able to accomplish a cure of foul brood.

I ask no one to accept this as a truism g

until the experiment has been tried and
found a suceess. AIl T now plead foris,
that, theoretically, it should do what I
claim for it. Some of our scientific
bee-keepers might be able to bring a
small piece of comb containing active
germs of foul brood, under the action of

radium rays, and prove if the deadly-

possibilities of germ or spore would be
rendered innocuous. The heavy cost of
even the most minute particle may prove
a bar to any thing more than this simple
experiment ; but this wonderful forceis
ouly in its infancy, and by and by will
become more common and attainable, I
hope this is not merely a vain dream !—
British Bee Journal,

In another part of the same journal

it says :—* Mr. O. .. Hershiser has heen .

giving a series of lectures on hees hefore
the children of the public schools of
Buffalo. Beginning on the 28th of last
April and continuing until May 9, every
school day, forenoon and afternoon, Mr.

Hershiser gave a lecture before a division #

of the the seventh grade children of the
public schools. As only about 300
children could listen at a time, and there
were 3,500 in the seventh grade, it can
be imagined that Mr. TI. had to do &
good deal of talking. [Is the first para-

graph to be wondered at after reading o -

the second paragraph. Several years ago
a N. 3. Wales supoly dealer was very
anxious a bee lecturer should be appointed
in ‘Western Australia. We would like
to know for whose benefit, the beekeepers
of the colonies, or the man who sold hives
and supplies ?']

~
* X

:
<

The beekeeper who is so vigilant that™ \TF

Lo swarm ever escapes from his yard and
goes to the forest is certainly a better
beekeeper than I am, and I have very
grave doubts whether there are many
such beekeepers.— Exchange.

‘|
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= distance in front of hive.
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W. 8. M., Axedale.—Bees are winter-
ing well and working well on spotted
gum and white box. I opened up two
hives and found brood in all stages up to
capped brood. The prospects for the
coming season are hright; trees have an
abundance of bloom. Hvery appearance
Wattle is in bloom
and bees are working on it.

J. E. W., Goonoo Goonoo.—I should
take it as a very great favour if you
would suggest a remedy for my bees.
They are attacked with a disease which
I take to be paralysis. Everyone of my
84 hives is affected. Fvery morning a
number of dead or dying bees are to be
seen on the alighting board and for some
Some are to
be seen lying on their backs struggling,
others again are feebly crawling about,
and some have the appearance of having
A majority of
themare comparativelyyoung bees. Thave
had paralysis in my apiary before, but the
form was different to that now affecting
my bees. The form I refer to, is what I
think is called swollen paralysis, where
the bee becomes almost double the ordin-
ary size. If you can suggest a remedy
at once I shall be exceedingly obliged to
you. I may mention that I have tried
spraying with sulphur and honey without
effect.

[As you have tried sulphur without effect, the
only remedy would be to requeen, getting fresh
blood from other sources. Do you think it could
be anything the bees are feeding from ?

E. J., Helensburgh.—I am only a
novice at bee culture yet. T started with
only four boxes last year, but don’t know
what luck I will have this spring. They
say this place is not much for honey. I
might get enough honey for me to learn
how to handle the bees.

P. R., Stuart’s Point, Macleay River.—
I have been much pleased with your
helpful efforts on behalf of the beekeep-
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ing fraternity. Glad to see your face
among the Victorians. Not sure what the
coming spring will do for honey yield.
Things here look well at least.

E. J. R, Wyse.—Can anything be
done to prevent the railway men entering
into competition with beekeepers. I
know of 5 at least on this line, between
the river and Awaba. Personally they do
not affect me, but others complain about
them, My bees came through the winter
in good trim and gathered a bit of honey
from spotted gum.

Messrs. Prescott & Co., write ns:—
‘We have been receiving rather too many
consignments of honey, and thisislargely
due to advertising in your paper, but un-
fortunately, there is very little outlet at
present.

W. K. P, Claremont, W.,A.—I am
pleased to see the matter of “Mailing
Queens” appearing in ycur issue and
would advise beekeepers mailing queens
to this State to be particular about same,
80 that they will be forwarded at once,
and by the boats belonging to the P. & O.
or O.85.N. Coy. only. Thesemails, ashas
been stated, are specially placed in a
special hold for mails only, and therefore
are not fumigated. I will forward you a
copy of “The Journal of Agriculture,”
containing a report of our conference.
Our attendance beat Victoria, numbering
about 40 persons, and lasted two days.

S. T. M., Kimbriki,—Please find en-
closed a postal note for 10s., 5s. from my-
self, and 5s. from Mr. G. L., for the
widow who is in so much trouble, as
stated in A.B.B. a “Sorrowful Letter.”
Please do not mention our names when
forwarding same, as we don’t need to be
thanked. I trust others will see their
way to help a little in so deserving a case
of distress.

We shall be very pleased to receive and for-
ward other subscriptions. It is a genuine
case of real trouble.

E.B., Eden—I look forward to the
¢ Bulletin’ each time with intevest, as
there is a great deal of information in it.
There is no bee news arcund this way.
We had a very bad season last year; a
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great many bees died out, hut it is look-
ing a little better this time. I hope we
do better this year.

J. C., Mitta Mitta, Vie., Aug. 9 —My
bees have come out of winter splendidly.
No digease, only two queenless out of 53.
Plenty of pollen coming in off wattle
bloom, also a little honey from willows,
It looks like a good season, Wishing
you good luck.

J. A, H.,, Millah Murrah, Sep. 10--I
have about 3,000 frames to wire, and also
to hole the end bars. As I do not use
staples, kindly let me know the hest
method of doing them. Many thanks for
the information I got from you. I am
getting the hive bodies from H. L. Jones,
and saving 5d. per body thereby. Hop-
ing you will have a successful season
with the bees.

Have not used wired frames for the past eight
years, and would not do it. We use a stick
same size as bottom bar (slightly shorter to fit
between end bars), wedging them in horizontally
in centre of frame with a bit of hardened wax.
If frame is full of honey the wire stretches.
There is no bother of making holes for the wire.

T. I., Quirindi, Sep. 18 —My hbees are
doing very well just now, queens laying
well, and there is some white box honey
coming in, and it looks like a splendid
season coming. The yellow box trees are
loaded with buds. Trusting your bees
are in good heart for the coming flow.

THE REISCHE WAX PRESS.
C. J. WARNECKE,

In your June number a correspondent
asks ¢ Can you recommend any worle on
the manufacture of foundation comb, are
those metal plates advertised in Melbourne
fast enough, and do they turn out the
correct article ?”’ Asnone of your regular
correspondents have replied I beg to do
50. I have used these plates with satis-
factory results, and can recommend them
to any one in a small way. I can turn
out about 20 sheets per hour, varying
from 4% to 5 sheets to the pound. This
foundation is superior to the roller-made
for worker-brood foundation. The bees
prefer it. Tull instractions accompany
each set of plates. Follow directions
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given therein closely. exeept composition
of wash for prevention of foundation
sticking to plates—honey, water, and
spirits. Honey becomes exceedingly
adhesive when continuously heated. I
used honey wash, bad language and made
bad foundation for a start; then I tried
flour and water (thin paste will do) with
success. For melting the wash I use an
o0il drum, made after the fashion of a tin-
smith’s furnace; an oil-drum cut down
to about eight inches in depth to melt wax
in, and have legs % inch long, saldered on
the bottom of strainer in order to prevent
it reaching bottom of wax pot. Thispre-
vents any heavy foreign matter from ris-
ing up into strainer, and thus gett-
ing on to plates, The foundation made
by these plates ig larger than our stand-
ard frames. A piece has to be removed
from both end and top. The latter is
large enough for a starter. I workthus:
Remove sheet from plates, place on cutt-
ing board, re-wash plates, pour in wax
and surplus back into pot, and while it is
cooling trim up sheet just removed.
There is no waste time. For cutting off
starter I nail a straight piece of wood 2ft.
long on a flat surface—table, board, or
bench—and drive in two nails 20 inches
apart, and distant from cleat the width
of starter, pass sheet between nails and
hard against cleat, then with a straight-
edge hard against nails T pass a knife
along straight edge. This gives a true
straight edge for fixing in frames.

HOW TO GET WORKER COMBS
BUILT.

‘When any colony is so weak that it
has no desire to swarm, during or pre-
ceding the swarming or honey-flow, such
a colony will unvariably build worker
comb, so that worker brood may be
reared till the colony comes into a pros-
perous condition, providing they do not
have sufficient comb already built.

I use all colonies which are too weak
to store honey tc advantage, at the
beginning of the honey flow, or as many
as I wish to use for this purpose, treating

¢
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'~ them thus: Their combs are generally
all taken from them excepting two, one
¥ * having a little brood and considerable
honey in it, and the other one being as
nearly full of honey as possible, giving
» all the other combs having brood in them
to other colonies so that they will be still
w stronger for the honey harvest.
I don’t leave any of the combs which
} » thoy may have, having neither honey nor
brood in them for their use.
o If I did it would defeat my object; for
the bees would clean up such combs, and
> #the queen lay in them, instead of the
bees building any comb at all.
I now put in one, two, and sometimes
three frames having starters in them, or
* frames which are partly filled with comb,
just according to the size of the little
colony after having taken their combs
» BWAY,
Take a strip of comb foundation one-
. . half inch wide and as long as your frame
18 wide between the end-bars, and with
§ » melted wax stick this along the centre of
the under side of the top-bar of your
frame, and you have a starter that will
beat any other which I know of.
> Frames partly filled with comb are any
combs which any colony of bees may
Y ~have started at any time and not com-
pletely filled the frames with the same.
# Or they may be frames once filled with
comb, a part of which may be drone
comb, which I have cut out, or holes,
which have come out by some accident to
the combs, such as mice gnawing them
. or the bees tearing them down to get out
moldy pollen or something of that sort;
« or I may have allowed the bees to build
comb when they were not in a condition
- y to build worker comb exclusively.
The bees will patch up such combs as
these, filling out with worker comb.
In all this work T always see that each
v little colony has a frame well filled with
honey, for should storms or cloudy windy
+¥ weather come on at this time, they would
~ build no come of any amount, and might
) 7 starve; while with the frame of honey
they will go right on converting that
honey into comb, storm or no storm. If

) >
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the right number of frames is given to
suit the size of the little colony they will
fill them quickly, especially when honey
is coming in from the fields; and each
comb will be filled with worker brood as
fast as built.

It not too strong they will generally
build comb of the worker size of cells till
the brood begins to emerge from the eggs
first laid in the newly built combs by the
queen ; but as soon as many bees emerge
they are liable to change to the drone
s1zo of cells; or if the- little colony is
quite strong in bees they may change the
size of cells sooner than this if honey is
coming in very rapidly.

As soon as the first frames I gave them
are filled with comb, I look to see about
how many bees they have; and if they
are still well stocked with bees, or are in
a shape where I may expect that they
will change the size of cells before they
reach the bottom of any frames they may
have started with worker comb, I take
out any full frames they may have
already built, and thus put them in the
same condition they were in when I
started with that colony.

They will not build combs quite as
freely now as they did at first, unless
there can be some young bees emerging ;
50 if I can conveniently, I give them a

ccomb containing mostly honey with some

emerging hrood (if they have such a
comb it is left with them, which is more
often the case than otherwise) from some
other colony, when they ars ready to
work the same as before. If just the
right amount of brood is left, or given
them, so that they stay in about the
same condition, they will build worker
comb all summer by the apiarist supply-
ing them with honey or feed when none
is coming in from the fields. If not so
strong but that I think they will build
worker comb still longer, instead of taking
the brood away, I spread apartthe combs
now built, and insert one or more frames
with starters between, when these will
generally be filled with worker comb
before enough young bees emerge for
them to change the size of cell.
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One thing is always to be kept in
mind whenever you find them building
drone comb. The combs they then have,
all except the one mostly filled with
honey, are to be taken away so that they
may feel their need of worker brood
again, when they will build cells of the
worker size once more,

I have uged this plan to the extent that
I have had hundreds of frames built full
of worker comb in this way, hundreds
completed that the bees had built partly
full the previous season, and hundreds if
not thousands patched where I had cut
out patches of drone comb which had
gotten in in one way or another; or
where I had cut out pieces of comb hav-
ing little larves in that were to be used in
queen-rearing. In this way the bees fix
these holes in any comb in a very perfect
manner ; in fact, very much better than
any man can do it by fitting in patches of
worker comb as was the manner of fixing
up combs having a little drone comb in
them, during the past. Therefore I do
not fear mutilated combs nearly as
much as I formerly did.—Abridged from
¢ (fleanings in Bee Culture.”

TRUTH OR FALSEHOQOCD.

‘We copy the following from the Sydney
Daily Telegraph of Sept. 2. 'Will some of
our readers have a say in it:—

So far, however, the chief industries pursued
in the Richmond and Tweed districts are dairy-
ing and sugar-cane growing. Many others could
be profitably followed, such as bee-farming,
vegetable-growing, poultry-keeping, ete. Per-
haps in no part of New South Wales will bees
do better. In at least two instances apiarists
make £300 per annum each out of their hives.
“1 am surprised when I see that men are unem-
ployed in Sydney,” said one of them to the
writer the other day, “when there are such
chances to make a good living here with prac
tically no outlay. Just think of the thousands
of pounds worth of honey which goes to waste
in this part of the country every year for the
want of bees to gather it. It would not take a
man long to get a few colonies together if he was
energetic. There are tens of thousands of acres
of land in this distriet, too broken up and pre-
cipitus for dairying or farming, rich with flora
suitable for the purpose, which could be let to
men anxious to make a living on easy terms. by
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the State. In this class of country there are
patches of five and ten acres of land to be found,
eminently suitable for vegetables and poultry,
and with the surrounding country for the bees, a
man would soon he on the way to success.”

It was suggested to him that the honey market
would soon be glutted. He replied that there
was a good demand in England for the honey
produced in that part of the country. There was,
he Imew, a prejudice existing against the Aus-
tralian product, but he denied that it was justi-
fied so far as his produce was concerned. It
could be overcome, however, by shipping the
honey in bulk to some large firm, the latter
undertaking to put it up in hbottles and tins
without indicating wheve it came from.

In answer to the above, in addition fo
what we have previously said in regard
to foreign markets, we are able to also
give a little more information. 1hereare
m England and Wales some 52 counties.
The following are figures of oxE counTy
oxLy, that of Devonshire. There is no
doubt some interested person is busy eir-
culating these ridiculous reports in the
Richmond district, and ignorant persons
Inowing no better, are assisting in pro-
pagating the same, but read the follow-
ing. TIs it not just as likely, some Eng-
lish people of the same calibrae, if self
interested and ignovant, may be talking
of exporting English honey to Australia ?

How many millions of tons of firewood -

are there not also there waiting for the
axeman to cut it down. Surely thousands
of such could find oceupation. But thereis
a big “TF.” Would it be saleable when
cut? So with honey, The honey market
in Australia is sufficiently glutted now.

1794. These apiaries comprised 4023 bar frame
hives, and 2682 straw skeps. Entirely modern
apiaries numbered 709. Entirely old fashioned
apiaries 562, and mixed apiaries 494. This re-
turn must unavoidably present a considerable
under-estimate. In the opinion of the Council
an addition of one-eighth may fairly be made to
the numbers gived, and the nuwmber of apiaries

be taken as 2000 : and of frame hives 4500 ; and .

of straw skeps 3000. A fair average yield from
a modern frame hive is 40lbs., a very low one
20lbs.  Adopting the latter estimate for 4500
frame hives, and 101bs. each for 3000 straw skeps,
the amount of honey produced annually in Devon
is 120,000lbs. To draw up a general balance-
sheet of beekeeping in Devon would be a difficult
matter, involving many considerations, such as

“The number of apiaries in Devon totalled ;
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original outlay, the annual increase of stock by
swarming, the liability to disease, the production
of wax, and the proportion of honey which is
consumed privately and does not find its way to
market. Apart from this the figures given are
interesting, as affording a fair idea of the extent
of an industry which keeps steadily increasing.
It may confidently be asserted that the number
of hives kept in Devon might be increased several
times over without any lowering of the average
yield of each hive, and with very little effect
upon the general market.”—Annual Report
Devon County Beekeepers’ Association, 1903.

Washing Honey from the Cappings
Honey-Vinegar.

Up to a short time ago I used to wash
the cappings and then squeeze them into
ballg, after which I placed them in the
kettle for rendering. A month or two
ago I adopted a different method which I
congider an improvement, and, as it may
be of interest to some of the readers, L
will describe it. In the first place I leave
. the cappings in the uncapping can for
several days, sometimes for a week or
two, and occasionally take the honey-
knife and cut down through them, and
stir them about so as to liberate' as
much of the honey as possible. When
ready to render wax, I take a tub and
put it in rain-water equal to about two
t thirds of the amount of cappings Iintend

to wash 1t in (by measure). I find that
' after the cappings have been well drained
there still remains in them enough honey
to make good, strong vinegar by using
the above proportions of water and capp-
ings.

The water should be of a temperature
s0 as to feel slightly warm to the hand.
I have mnot tested the temperature, but
think it should be little, if any, above 100
degrees, Fahr. TIf too warm it will soften
the eappings, and this we do not want.
They should remain somewhat brittle. If
too cold it will not readily free the honey
from the cappings.

‘When the water is ready the cappings
are thrown into it, thoroughly washed
and stirred about, and well broken up
with the hands. After the cappings are
thoroughly washed, instead of pressing
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them into balls as T used to do I throw
them back into the uncapping can to
drain, and allow them to remain as loese
as possible. After they are well drained
they are put in the pan or kettls for
rendering,.

The advantage that I claim for this
method over the one of squeezing them
into balls is: First, the water drains from
the cappings much sooner, and, second,
in this loose form they are more readily
attacleed by the heat, and will, therefore,
melt in a shorter time. Any one who
has never tried this method, I think will
find it an improvement.

As T have deseribed my method so far,
I may as well tell what I do with the
water used for washing the cappings.
As this sweetened water will malke excel-
lent vinegar, it would certainly be a great
waste to throw it away. I therefore put
it in a barrell or keg having the head re-
moved, and also add to it the water that
is used for washing or rinsing the ex-
tractor and other utensils that have be-
come daubed with honey. At times we
alzo have small quantities of honey that
are off colour or for some reason not fit to
offer for sale, and if not needed to feed
the bees, thisis used by mixing it with
the proper proportion of clean water.
All odds and ends of honey are used this
way. The barrel is placed in an out-of-
way position in the honey-house and a
piece of cheese-cloth thrown over it and a
board laid over this to keep it in place,
or else the cloth is tied in place. We
should aim to exclude flies and all insects
and yet expose it to the air as much as
possible.

If the water is warm, fermentation will
set in in a few days, and in a week or
two we will find a thick seum on the sur-
face of the liquid, This I remove about
every week or ten days, or as often as it
accumulates to a considerable extent.

Each time after removing the scum I
take a dipper or cup and dip out a cupful
and pour it back from a height ot two or
three feet. This I repeated some ten or
twelve times. It also hastens fermenta-
tion if a quantity of mother from old
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vinegar is added. Some may claim that
it is not necessary to remove the scum, as
it will finally settle to the bottom of the
barrell and do no harm, but I once made
a lot and neglected to remove the scum,
and this was so bitter that it was not fit
for use, and I see no use in having it in
the vinegar when it can be so easily re-
moved.

If the barrel or keg is removed to a
warm room on the approach of cool or
cold weather, the vinegar should be fit
for use within six months after the time
it was made. When it is finished it
should be carefully dipped or poured info
a clean receptacle, or whatis better, draw
it off with a hose, being careful not to
disturb the sediment at the bottom of the
barrel. When you have this you have
an article that you know is pure and
good, and do not have to go to you
grocer and purchase so-called ¢ pure
cider vinegar” that is likely made of
water and poisonous acids that are not fit
to be taken into the stomach.—S. K.
Miller, in ¢ Progressive Beekeeper.”

" CAPPINGS.

The writer of this has been studying
and thinking how to get around buying
high-priced lumber for bee hives and his
mind has turned (?) to the paper and
straw. A German friend tells in Leip-
zigor Biene Zeitung how he makes use
of waste paper. He says: A recep-
tacle is filled up with the paper and the
latter is covered with water. Thus it is
left for several days. Then it is hauled
over with a garden rake and stirred
smooth till it is a sort of pudding. This
is then poured into forms and smoothed
down. In this shape it is left to dry for
several weeks when the paper boards are
dry enough to be made up into hives.
They can be sawed, bored, nailed but
not planed. I make the boards 1 1-2
inches thick. The hives made from them
are very warm in winter and cool in
summer. Well painted they will resist
the weather first rate. With the primi-
tive means employed I have not {been

The fustralian Bee Bulletin.

SEPTEMBER 29, 1904

able to make hives all in one piece.”—
American Beekeeper.

The German beekeepers arve in a sad <
plight as to honey adulterations. A
dealer of honey in Hamburg says: “A
great deal of artificial honey is consumed
m Germany. The product is usually sugar &
syrup flavored with a little honey and
bee-bread decoction.  Unfortunately a ¥
great deal of fraud is practiced and the
artificial mixture is palmed off as the *
genuine article, sold to bakeries and
small conumers. The authorities are
powerless, as there is no sure way to,
detect the fraud outside of judging by
the taste and odor, and they have given 4

:

4

up the idea of wa,tching for adulteration
in honey.”— dmerican Beekeeper. i
Pacrmve Porren.—Exactly how the |
packmg of the pollen in the cells is done, ¢
no one can tell. That the pollen is :
packed, tamped and rammed hard, everye:
one knows. Kach pellet is spread in a
slightly concave form, only they are close *
and tight together instead of being .
separate. It is probable that the grains 4,
of pollen are spread by the mandibles, 1
and tamped or pressed by the head. It
would be impossible to pack the pollen
as tight as it is without some tamping or
pressing. No matter how carefully you.
might spread some pollen, it will be im-
possible to pack it as hard as the pollen 4
is in the cells without a considerable
pressure. No matter how carefully you,
would put the macadam on a road, it
will never make a hard roadbed without =«
considerable tamping or rolling.-—‘Hx-
change.” -
In regard to how I would have bee-
keepers keep more bees. I would not do v
it by inereasing the number of beekeepers
but by increasing the number of colonies
now kept by those already in the business,
I am working to increase the prosperity
of the existing hee keepers, instead of
adding to their numbers. If a man feeld ¢
that bee keeping is his calling, he will |
be welecomed 1nto our ranks, but I never %
believed in hurrahing in every Tom, Dick
and Harry. By so doing we often do a
wrong to all concerned-— Exchange.
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When you want any

PRINTING !

Try thhe
¢ Australian Bee Bulletin * Printing Works.
West Maitland, N.S.W.

QUEENS. QUEENS.

0O YOU WANT GOOD QUEENS?
Chosen from Apiaries of 500 CQlox_ues,
worked for highest profit at Moderate Prices.

Then write to

T. BOLTON,

Glen isla Apiaries, HAMILTON, VIC.

One of the Oldest and Most Successful Honey
Producers and Queen Raisers in Australia.

One Three Fi\’;e
Untested .o 5/- 14/3 22/6
Tested Select fo Al 42/~ 70/-
Tested 10/- 28/6 45/

Only half risk ﬁéstagc on select and breeders,
also vacancies for a few pupils next season.
Estimates furnished for my Special STEAM RIPENERS,
Improved Steam CAPPINGS REDUGER, & other Labour
Saving Appliances.

Bee-keepers Supplies. l'lives._
Frames. Honey Tins.
Weed New Process
Comb Foundation.
Root’s Improved Cowan
Honey Extractor.
Incubators,
Mann’s Green Bone Cutter.
Enterprise Grit Mills.

WRITE FOR PRICE LIST. “%3H

JOHN RUSH.
MENTONE, VICTORIA,
Also at 507 Coilins-st., Melbourne.

che Australian Bee Bulletine

24rd Annual Price List of Best Ital-
ian Queens from the First Bee
Farm in Australia, recognised as
Absolutely the Best Bee Farm
for the supply of Queens, Hives
of Bees, &c., Always winner of most
prizes.

QUEENS—Untested, 5/- each.
Tested, .. one 10/- ; three, 25/- :
Select Tested, one 15/- ; three 40/ ; six, 70/-
Extra Choice, one 25/- ; three, 60/- ; six, 105/-

Also, Swarms, Hives of Bees, Implements,

Foundation, &e.

W. SBRAM,
BT AT T AN SR FARM,
BEECROFT, NEAR SYDNEY,

P.8.—My knowledge and experience of nearly
40 years practice enables me to breed and supply
Queens Superior to Any, possessing the Mosh
Desirable Qualities combined. Desiring to
maintain that High Reputation, I again submit
for your consideration the fact that I can supply
to satisfaction, if you give me description of
your requirements. Thanking you for past
favours.—I remain. yours truly, W. ABRAM.

six, 45/-

FANCIERS AND BREEDERS OF
POULTRY, DOGS, PIGEONS AND CAGE

BIRDS,
Should Read the
W. A, Fanciers® Journal
AND

Practical Poultry Keeper.
An Tlustrated Monthly Journal.

Ssnd for Sample Copy, Free =@y
Published at 17, Royal Arcade, Perth, W.A

SCALE OF PRICES.

ADVERTISEMENTS
HALF PAGE—Per Annum, £5.
55 Per Half Year, £3.
o0 Per Quarter, £1 15s.
QUARTER PAGE—Per Annum, £3.
s Per Half Year, £1 158,
W Per Quarter, £1.

ONE-EIGHTH PAGE—Per Annum, £1 15s
o W Per Half Year, £1,
i » Per Quarter, 12s.
SINGLE INSERTION—First Tnch, 3s 6d.
Succeeding, 2s 6d.

tR] tE
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GET THE VERY BEST !

FOR over 20 years I have made the breeding of Bees for business a specialty, and just now have
nearly 500 grand young business Queens on hand that T should like you to compare with your
own strains. As I produce tons of Honey every year, my bees are bred for honey producing
qualities, and are not merely *“ fancy stock.”” By my system of queen raising, which is admitted
by all to be equal if not superior to any other system known, only the most perfectly developed
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queens are produced, and it is well known that healthy and thoroughly developed queens are much &

more prolific and longer lived than those not raised under such favourable conditions. Don't
tolerate old queens in any of your colonies, when you can obtain vigorous young Italian
Queens in the spring that will double your returns. I can furnish beantiful Golden Queens, or
Leather Colored Queens raised from best imported stock, and Root’s Famous Long Tongue strain.

All queens are sent post free, and safe arrival guaranteed to any part of Australasia, We ®
have no foul brood in Queensland, and I guarantee all my apiaries to be entirely free from disease
of any type. My catalogue contains over 50 pages of useful information, and is sent free, so
kindly send for a copy.
] One Three Five Ten <

Untested Italian Queens v . 5/- 13/- 20/- 39/-

Tested ” ’ o . 8/ 22/(- 35/- 65/= 4

Select Tested Breeding Queens 15/- 42/- 65/- —

GOODNA,

QUEENS

HES,
AND.

IF YOU KEEP FOWLS,

———YOU SHOULD BEAD——

Che Australian HNen.

THE LEADING POULTRY PAPER
PUBLISHED IN AUSTRALIA.
)0
Send for a sample copy (a post card will do)
which will be mailed free by return, if you
mention this journal.

)10 (——

Address—THE MANAGER,
“The Australian Hen,"”’
724 George-Street, Sydney,

The Poultry Jomrnal

A practical Poultry Paper and should be in the
hands of every one who keeps fowls.
A page devoted to Bee-keeping.

— ()_
SUBSCRIPTION, 1s A YEAR.
SAMPLE COPY FREE

The * Australian Hen,” and the  Poultry Journal *
Both One Year for &/-.
Address all Orders to
The FPoultry Jourinal,
Medina, N,S. W

4

NARRANG APIARY,
FERNBANK, VIC. 4

Book your Orders now for Golden or Red Clover .
Queens early in September.

Read what others say about my Queens:——- *

Tooborac—Dear Sir, The tested queen is a very nice
one. I have one lot of queens from her laying now. !
They ave very uniform in colour, and started to lay at
the same time, notwithstanding the unfavourable con-
ditions,—R. Beuhne, <

Buangor—Dear Sir, The selected queen I got from
you is very prolific, her young queens being as much
alike as peas in a pod, and are real beauties. Anyone X
getting your bees will want more, as they are an excep-
tionally fine strain,—T. G. Matthews.

Claremont, N.S.W.—The queens arrived in gplendid®
condition, and have started to lay.—W. H. Farley.

Vasse Road, Bunbury, West Australia.—I am pleased
with the last queen you sent ; there was not one dead
bee in the cage. Please send six untested and one
tested.—John A. Ayre.

Willow Tree, N.S.W.—The two queens I got from you o
worked up well and quickly. Unfortunately there has
or their offspring, but I have no fear for them—E, “
Tipper.

¥ 4
E.T.PENGLASE, o
NARRANG APIARY, :

been no flow yet to test their honey producing qualities
NUMEROUS OTHER TESTIMONIA.LS !
FERNBANK P.O., GIPPSLAND, Victoria ”
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