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Everett "Butch'" Waupoose Recorded by J.P. Leary
Menomonie Reservation, WI (with Michael Loukinen)
May 13, 1989 Nagra IV-S

1. Announcement. Site of Gilbert Rrunette and June Kitson wedding.
2. Butch, b. Menomonie Res, 1938, Town of Keshena.

3. Nine boys, dad started playing violin and kids took it up. All played by
ear. Dad would come home from work, play tunes in the bedroom. Kids would make
banjos from old mailboxes and fiddles from square boxes. Would sit by dad and
listen to him play. Dad-—Alex. Uncle Joe bought the boys a banjo and a guitar.
Had to learn the chords. Went to Indian schools in the Nakotas. Local dances
for 25 ceats on Friday nights out there, dad would play for a big crowd.
[A}ex learned music from father and grandfather. Grandfather worked in lumber
camps. Lots of French Canadians there. MNitto for Waupoose music. Alex had six
brothers and they all played. Creat-grandfather, "he only had one name, and he
had eight brothers. They came from that Michigan country up there, and they
brought a lot of that down with them. So it finally come down to us, this
generation, the fourth generation." Rutch will play tunes handed down by his
dad locally, but people in southern part of the reservation (Rutch lives in the
northeast part) can't second or chord for "ay dad's tunes."

[this is all one quote, very 2loquent]

4. B doesa't know the name of tunes he plays. He aand his brothers will play a
little snatch of a tune to remind one another.

5. Great—-grandfather named Vanawat (sp?). Yad just the one name. Had R's
grandfather and his five brothers. Vanawat was hard of hearing, givea the wroig
nagse in Michigan at a reservation where the Meanononie, Potowatomi, and "jibwa
were all together. ‘anawat played ia the luaber caaps.

6. Grandfather was Dave Waupoose, also a fiddler. Would leave reservation in
the winter to work as a chopper in the luaber camps. Would come home with his
qoney in the spring and would play tunes learned in the caaps. Alex, R's dad,
youngest of Mave's boys.

7. Dave went to church on Sunday, generally a social took place afterwards.
Nave played for Saturday aight square dances. Priest asked NMave to briag his
violia, preached about empty church and full dance hall. Smashed Nave's violin.
"Ta this box is where the devil lives. So he took that violin aad snashed it
all to saithereens." [a great story] Alex would never touch the violin during
ent. ™ heard this story from his father and froa his oldest brother, Gordoa,
b r LGS

8. Alex Waupoose, b. 1903, started to £iddle in his teens. Had older brothers
who could play. UYad 18 children, @ boys and 9 girls. Yids all played aad
sang. 'lad a little party by theuselves. Alex fiddled around the reservation
and would also go outside thes area. Yould play for Ceraans and other ethaics,
square daaces, sonetiues for threshiay, for blessiag of the crops at Forpus
Christi, for 4th of July, for Tounty Fair. [another fine quote] Apart froa
kids, other locals who secoaded for Alex.
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9. Good jiggers. Other musicians to spell one another. [great story coming
up] BRald headed Indian fiddler chewed by mosquitos, prolonged by lengthy square
dance caller. [Some Menomonie talk here] Used to have six sets in the local
dance hall. A put porcupine quills to carry the sound in his violin, put a deer
bone on the aeck. Went to Shawano and found from a music teacher that his
adapted five dollar violia souaded better than a $1500 violin. "Indian wedicine
in there."

10. A played tunes that he dida't know the nane of: Quadrilles, schottisches,
hoe down tunes, polkas.

11. R 27/32 Menomonie, the rest is French. Orandfather married a Frechette. B
reckons soae local people jig or clog. Some ladies "that can really step
around."

12. 1B has played for square dances, veddings. Is a natural lefthander, ditto
for brother Frvin. WHas had to learn right-handed. Reiterates that he plays
mostly with his brothers because other players don't know the changes.

13. P never told that his music was not Tadian ausic, but it has been tean years
since he has played for a square dance. lsed to play at a nearby converted
blacksaith shop that has since burned dowa. Younger generation not So
interested ia the old tunes. T“rothers have taped their father alone, and with
the boys. Alex died in 1972. Tndiaa belief is that someday the old .aan will
take his tunes with them. A little girl erased a bunch of their dad's tunes by
accident. Wanted to bury the violin with their dad, but dida't. ¥hen aother
leaves, though, "the violin leaves £00. "

14. “hea Alex and his kids played around the reservation, posters put up:
"Alex ""aupoose and his buanies."” ® doesa't thiak he has oae arou.ad

15. ® has .aarked tiaber on the rasaervatioin, forester/craiser, for over tweaty
years for the tribal sawaill. DNad did the sane.

16. ."ia Leary asks P is he can use soue of the interview oa Nowa TToae
Nairylaad,

17. "ldast of ™'s brother callaed “scar after soue wrastler. Leroy called
b

loodchuck. TRutch (Fverett) called “ashaan, cut short to "utch. Two youager

brothers are “hopper and “lacksaith. "Those naaes stuck with us."

18. R has a ball cap beaded by his mother one Mristaas. A white aaa tried to
buy the cap froa hia for 330. "5, it's .aadz by ay wother." Mother 80 aow.
Vever played ausic, buat could daace. "Iings in there yet." 'ould nake 20
loaves of bread ia a week, did all the washing, always had a big gardea. Tather

had a fara, thea weat iato forestry aad worked as a logginag superianteadaat.

10. ™ not a square daace caller. arother-in—law calls [he died shortly after
this iaterview]. That weat back on his gside froa his father aad grandfather.
-

AR B . . . 1 .

s caa call sose tongde twisters.” Tauciag hasa't beea happeaiany for tea
years, “Has raa iato soule local calls. "Mooy her gp and "190p het Aol Letdn
the aiddle dad Jaap all darosuks’  Tives 3 slizhely off evlor call., ja ;500!

yuot2] Mae local caller woull chauge weys right with fiddle. Liother woald
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sing calls ia Menowonie. R only heard this once (caller aow deceased).

20. Leary talks aboat Joe Tloud's squaw dance tuae. ™ remembers tunes the old
maa made up. "Lot of thea they sound Indian, but soae sound French Canadian.
Ye can do some of thea yet."

21. Leary asks about "Mevil Shake the Half Preed."”

[The tape runs out before Putch can respond |



