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Thinkin’ like a 

‘ ‘ Gobble-obble-obble! : 
Tip S and tactics The sound made the hair stand up on the va Hers 4 

back of my neck. The snow-white head of a ? i ae a . 
to talk turkey gobbler was plainly visible as he cautiously [i Pa . 5 me 

worked his way through the multiflora rose { : Gas Me 
and bring in toms bushes on my hunting partner’s Grant Coun- ie Ss 

ty farm. My arm muscles were starting to i ee . 
: , i ache from holding my shotgun in the “ready” je aos Ba i 
in springtime. position for what seemed like a half-hour, #28 Hine 7 eA a. 

: : . RT Oe bape S though it was more like two or three minutes. ive ea Seca Rea SSy cud S 
The tip of the barrel was beginning to waver. Sy s se ; Eons 2 

Doug Hoskins My heart was thumping so loudly I was sure & Os ee ae 
the bird would hear it.I was breathing in "#H#=s=snxcostieie —— 
short little gasps and my glasses were fogging WEEE Teens Z 
up in the humid morning air. northern border. 

The bird, in full display, was now about 40 

yards away, still too far for my self-imposed 30-yard shooting limit. Another 10 

yards and he would be both in the clear and in good range. My finger slowly started 

to put pressure on the trigger as the bird closed in...38 yards, 36, 34... 

Before I complete this turkey hunting moment, let’s go back to 1976. The Wiscon- 

sin Department of Natural Resources started a program with the Missouri Depart- 

4 Wisconsin Natural Resources



‘ . ? 4 

ment of Conservation to trade a of markedly different and many of these _consin. Some of the heaviest concentra- 

our ruffed grouse in exchange for wild _ suggestions would not be viable for the __ tions are in the hills and coulees of 

turkeys. From those original 29 birds re- _ fall season. southwest Wisconsin as well as the 

~ leased in Vernon County, turkeys have The privilege of spending quality sand country of west-central Wisconsin. 
returned to much of their former range.  “woods-time” in the spring is the great- If you applied for a turkey hunting 

NAC aT) ARE DC-esconds barca ole) otH Ls te) Sa iat] ooo ear e ceo deaM Nat ek tat re Ao Sg Loeb aL eLS Cocca acm DL ecelel aes aol cce 

more than 200,000 birds. In Sch during wild plum blossoms, the rich, musical __ line and if you were successful in the 

the first spring turkey hunting season, | O-ka LEEE of the red-winged blackbird, draw, the first thing you need to do is 

1,200 permits were issued in four zones. afternoon quests for tasty morel mush- _ secure permission to hunt on land that 

Today 50 zones are open to hunting. It’s rooms, and spectacular sunsets just over _ likely holds turkeys. Approximately 90 

one of the greatest success stories in the next rise make every turkey hunta _ percent of the wild turkeys in Wiscon- 

Wisconsin wildlife management. success, even when those strutting 25- sin are found on private land. Begin 

Perhaps you’ve thought about pound toms have once againeluded contacting landowners in late January 

adding turkey hunting to your outdoor your shotgun or shutter. To find turkeys, or early February, as soon as you re- 

activities, or maybe you've hunted the _ you've got to go where they are, andit’s ceive your permit. Often landowners, 

bite hymen extew at“ claMalol 0mm race (ea T yar e ete a al Cccd oe cao) olcn particularly farmers, plan to hunt their 

ful. Or maybe you just like looking at land with family and friends during the 

eat rat ee Aarts Finan Pree Set Fauci mes mda aso ares antsy Haran e A he 

J , just remember these After that, many are willing to allow ac 

tips are written for the spring hunter or Wild turkeys are found throughout the _ cess by others. 

photographer. Turkey behavior in fallis state except in extreme northern Wis- Oya UM CNL Ratt -te sab cote 

April 1999 5)



SPRING TURKEYS 

to hunt private land, don’t take it for _ fences, deep gullies, rivers, and the like. | DNR staff also answer questions and 

granted! Offer to help the landowner Even though turkeys are strong fliers _ provide tips about safety, ethics, and 

with making hay, chopping firewood, for short distances and can easily fly | understanding the hunting regulations. 

clearing brush, repairing fences and _ across or over obstacles, they often _I strongly encourage you to attend these 

other chores. Bring the family a cooler _ times won’t, and your hours of patient seminars and others offered at sporting 

of good Wisconsin cheese and sausage. _ waiting and calling may be fruitless. goods stores and sports shows. Helpful 

Take the landowners out to dinner. Also look for feathers, droppings, books, magazines and how-to videos 

Send them a card at Christmas time. scratching and dusting areas, and are also available at stores, by mail and 

Most importantly, respect the land and _ roosts. Black-tipped breast feathers are _at libraries. 

the owners’ wishes. 

Do not overlook public hunt- a — ao ene aa — ac aeEeSeee 

ing areas. Many people incor- = Ox el <= Se et ~ - ee oe 

rectly assume public land is al- SoS a ee Ge De 9 
z f mane ee ge A OY SSS Se 

ways crowded and over-hunted. » == b=) EE ay DS ee ee 

Not so! Many times, the person gee ee. wr _ wt — es ES See 
See : : r 5a, = oS ee eee who is willing to walk in from : -— ae aoe ee bg Bee a_ ae - 

the road or parking lot is amply ee SS Ba ef i win) ie i ea 

ae eg 
Scout before the season ™ wy ke at - eee —" ee 

; : ; RS ae) any a 
Walking the property where you P wv gl io a ee See |) 5 t| 
will be hunting or taking photos Ee ait es sy ae a ee a a ee pan? 
is an absolute must prior to the = SF es a ; dt a SS 2 :# 
spring season. I begin scouting © <a J fee we — a P Dee 
with my hunting partners Jeff Be f eo 3 % 2 i] \ z ae : ; BS 

Engel and Dave Davis in late at ee et * : : ‘5s iy © 8 Fy 

March. The birds are stillinlarge # 9 = ao st ere ee : ie a Zz 

flocks of sometimes 100 birds or all ~ ee 
more. Depending on snowmelt Spring turkey hunts start in the winter. Contact landowners. i . c 
and available food, the flocks Search for winter flocks. Use topo maps to scout out hunting oe eo ee a ee ae 

a F areas. Look for feathers, dusting areas and droppings that is goa A cea ae a 
break up and the birds drift back turkeys leave on their daily travels. Is — ae, ie 2 5 
to the areas where they will be oe ge rs 
found in April and May. he - ca oie a — 

Scouting begins in earnest inearly from a tom turkey; brown or buff- 7) * 
April and continues throughout the _ tipped ones are from a hen. A tom’s if oe oo ie 
spring. Once the hunting periods begin, _ feces are elongated in the shape of a “j”; Leal a al 

it’s both inconsiderate and dangerous _ hen droppings are round, about the size sal ad 

to tromp around the woods when oth- __ of anickel. Scratching and dusting areas ea ese Ri « ae 

ers are hunting or seeking photo oppor- _ are cleared of leaves and other debris. ue : o 6 aa ee» ao 

tunities. Turkeys generally roost in mature trees es 7 ae A = 

Studying topographic maps and aer- _ with open branches. Often you willsee — | if fae 
ial photos will help you start your large amounts of droppings under these a iad Petmed 

search near wooded areas. Early-season _ roosts. oe | ; , a 

scouting is best on the southern expo- Do not fret if you only find “hen, aah, i a 

sures of wooded hills — the first areas _ sign.” Where there are hens, there will hiss : a: 
where snow melts and exposes acorns __ be gobblers! ‘ee ny B/ 

(a turkey favorite) and other seeds. As a, Ss 

the spring progresses and all the snow on ae 

melts, the northern sides of the hills will BD veut homework ‘yi dl 

become the most active as “new” sup- _I firmly believe the more you know he fi : 7 Y 

plies of foods appear on the forest floor. about your quarry, the more successful > * ee & < ae 
Walk the entire property, with the you'll be. When you receive a turkey » 47s vee Ree Pn. Mon So, 

landowner if possible, so that you don’t hunting permit, the mailing includesa “So Migs ine Bo 1 °s Ne 
inadvertently stray on neighboring land _ list of free seminars. These three- to rfl S algihes a = ee: ban 

where you don’t have permission. Look _ four-hour sessions are taught by a dedi- * A ens fetes x= fae 
for obstructions such as woven-wire cated core of volunteer instructors. ae eee RR RS 

6 Wisconsin Natural Resources



. .*.. -.=— When toms have hang-ups 
1 ape. y i‘ ‘ : te FI cd A One of the most frustrating scenarios for the turkey hunter 

. wae. fa = _. |. is“hung-up” gobblers. These birds come close to being 
| oe A o oo within range, and then just stop. They might strut back and 
we er ae j . ES 2 ee: "forth and gobble in the same spot for an hour or more, but 

rn ; “ - - ———— = they won't come any closer no matter how you plead your 
sie: Pou __ «ase of the “lovesick hen.” 

- ‘ ¥ 2 re oa ” Some techniques for dealing with hung-up birds are: 

ee F ‘ it bee: Pe om ° If you've been calling a lot, call less or stop calling al- 
Nl prensa ae 1s a fe of aw, ea : together. He may get curious, think you've left and 

ae 2 sail oe om” io. § oe come over for a closer look. 

<b ‘ee eI re é ee : e eo ¢ If you haven’t been calling much, try using aggressive 

ty Se 2 bine, yaa le ee pe ey cutts and purrs. 

rer a a Bate i 7 my 2 = oars ae ¢ If you can get away with some movement, scratch in 

* { / 5 ae ‘A 9 j Fy ~ “y the leaves with your hand or a stick to imitate a feed- 

f F Uae a A | ey: Boe 
My ,é Po a ms i 4 “e+ eS e If there are two of you, have the caller move away 

‘ ha fi Fa eG oe cir i i from the bird as if the hen is leaving, possibly bringing 
BOE Ls ALi (8 : eb the gobbler closer to the shooter. 

ie A ye : aise 49° * y; Ali A fai ry RF 9 a ¢ If you're alone, cup your hand over your mouth and ¢ 

ee eS LL ae,” os Me 8 ag turn your head to “throw” your calls, again to imitate 2 

SEO ee 0! Sisinetccepingten * 
vale ‘ ae =. grr. ha Pe aso ay e ¢ Imitate a turkey fight by using aggravated purrs or 

age “an, Pe a : i al hitting brush. wa 
ee eh pe ki com aging = eo" e If the tom wanders off, move to where he was and call 

eee we 4 oe | Ral again. He may come back to that spot. There was 
SY & fo =e a =, a N something about it he liked. 

fs . ey z i 

E=48 4 4 SSE SR=408 5 a ~ a aes 7 
= ce 2 - OWE . (above) As you scout, note fences, gullies and obstructions that might keep a turkey from 

- >, \ he Le ~ e 2% coming when you call. ; 
a Te re Me x (left) Examining a “beard.” Hens usually don’t have beards. Jakes have short ones and 

ca a cs ! 2 — om i ao Ny ‘ ae, sa gobblers have longer beards unless the tips rub off or break off during feeding. 

eo eee, hk Og te “9 

| aie ef 7 
" wrx an a "y ae bs he Since only male or bearded __ly on any of these other indicators un- 

la a ee ie cs any LO, 7 : Her ak turkeys are legal targets dur-__ less you verify gender by seeing a 

eu = ey. Bs oe esa site ey ing the spring seasons (either _ beard. I have seen hens with reddish 
@ ay eS ah a. m e ee ™ sex may be harvested during heads and I have also seen photos 

ad NRA A : tay i‘ ai fy _ the fall hunt), you must be showing hens displaying feathers like 

“i of eo ie mer 3 able to distinguish between males. About four percent of hens will 

SS re | : = gobblers and hens. develop beards, similar to the way 
ie yo Ad § Adult toms and “jakes” some doe deer develop antlers. These 

i (young male birds hatched the bearded hens are legal targets and may 

oe + previous spring) have a “beard” that _ be shot, but think twice because these 

ee ee protrudes from the upper center of their birds reproduce and raise broods like 

ee § Ee: wa i breast. The length of the beard canrange _ other hens. Bearded hens will be about 

aoe ‘ Ree a " from only two to three inches up to over _ half the size of toms (10 pounds or so) 

: ‘ BS —. 12 inches. Even though beards can grow _and will generally be a lighter buff color 
sei ee NS SN Ret up to six inches a year, a four-year-old compared to the darker, black-feathered 

tw ine < 3S Biting 1 tom may only have a 10-inch beard, be- toms. 

nels » WN oe is ’ cause the ends continually break off 

5 k iy heise, = from dragging on the ground or being ae 

ey ee Prey he stepped on as the bird feeds. Rein in the gadgets 

Gt see Py Rt IE Soe, Male turkey characteristics include Turkey hunting is truly a “gadget” 

i Oi > ~ 4 ack “-S z shades of red, white or blue on the head __ sport. There’s no end to the things that 

a“ Fy < ey i eae § and neck, and the practice of displaying can be purchased to aid you in your 
te ee i a = or fanning out the tail. Do not rely sole- quest for Mr. Longbeard. Shotguns, 

April 1999 7



SPRING TURKEYS 

turkey shells, chokes, bows and arrows, frustrating experiences I have ever at- “misses” are actually peripheral hits 

camouflage clothing in all the latest pat- tempted. Archery gear for whitetails that didn’t land enough pellets to kill 

terns and fashions, a myriad of calls,de- __ will work fine for turkeys. You may __ the bird cleanly. Wounding your prey is 

coys, blinds, seat cushions, etc. In truth, | want to reduce the pull or poundage, neither acceptable nor humane. 

if you are already a hunter, you proba- _ because your hold-time at full draw Team up with a buddy, buy some #4, 

bly have most of what you need. may be considerably longer with #5 and #6 turkey loads (buffered, lead 
Complete camouflage is critical be- _ turkeys than for deer. shot) and see which one patterns best in 

cause these birds see so well. Any type A shotgun for turkey should have your gun. Try shots at the head and 

of green/brown mixture will do the job. _ the following features: 1) a camouflage _ neck of life-size turkey targets at 20, 30 

Your archery clothing from deer season _ or dull non-reflective finish; 2) a full or and 40 yards. I also take a shot at 10 and 

or your waterfowl hunting garb will —extra-full choke; 3) a relatively short 15 yards to make sure my pattern is not 

suffice nicely. barrel to aid in swinging on the target _ too tight at close range. I once shot a 

Any exposed skin can spook a  whenyouareinablind ornaturalcover _ turkey in South Dakota that was com- 

turkey at close range, so gloves, face | —I prefer a 26" barrel or less; 4) a sling ing at me at a dead run just nine yards 

mask, and hat are as important as jacket | with quick detachable swivels. Also away! You need to land at least six to 

and pants. Make sure your gloves have consider sights — add a second aiming _ nine pellets in the turkey’s head and 

a long enough wristband to cover your bead halfway down the barrel, rifle neck area for a clean kill. 

watch. Pants should be long enough to _ sights, or a low-power scope. Shooting To draw a turkey within range, you 

cover the shiny eyelets on your boots. at a turkey’s small head and neck areais _ not only have to be where they are, but 

Avoid boots with white or light-colored more like rifle shooting than shotgun _ you have to fool them into thinking 

soles, as these will stick out like neon shooting. The basic marksmanship _ they are approaching a hen. I set up a 

signs when you sit down and stretch _ principles of lining up your sights, turkey decoy about 75 percent of the 
out your legs. holding your breath and slowly squeez- _ time. Generally I put out a single hen at 

An old adage says: “There are 10 __ ing the trigger apply. about 18-22 yards if I’m hunting with a 

rules for a successful turkey hunt and Any of the common gauges from 20 _ shotgun or about 12-15 yards for bow 

the first nine of these are Don’t move!” ga. up through 10 ga. are effective and arrow or camera shots. The decoy 

You must be comfortable enough to sit —_ turkey medicine. draws a gobbler’s attention and serves 

still for extended periods (hours) at a The capability to shoot a 3" or 3%" —_as a range finder. If I know exactly how 

time. Always carry a comfortable seat magnum load is nice, but nota must. far away my decoy is, it’s easier to esti- 

cushion (in camo) and take the time to | Some guns and loads are effective only _ mate the range of an approaching tom. 

remove sticks and stones that will cause out to 25 yards; others may be deadly In the last few years hunters have 

you to fidget. out to 40 yards. The key is to know your _ been experimenting by using multiple 

Now, on to the most important part __ particular gun’s pattern and limitations. hen decoys and even placing a jake 

of a turkey kit: the gun or bow. Hunting Patterning your turkey gun is anab- decoy with the hens, to suggest a young 

the wild turkey with archery equip- solute must. You owe it not only to sprout is messing with the harem. I 

ment is one of the most challenging and yourself but to your quarry. Many have had mixed success with these vari- 

ations. One word of caution: If you use 

Turkey hunters often carry a pocketful of sound effects to mimic natural turkey talk. (left to right) Wing- a jake decoy, make sure Voter sitting 
bone yelper, slate call with two strikers that produce different tones, a mouth call and a box call. Pick one against a tree or rock that protects your 
call that you can handle and still reach your camera, gun or bow as turkeys draw closer. back from a person who may think 

. ee 4 — ie er ; ; e Ee your decoy is the real thing. Be darn 
r on ek 2 sure you have a clear view for at least 50 % i Pe - ns ee E 

ve, : . we = pen . yards in front of you and can yell out if 

wy i eT Sea ‘ - " ' Rosie another hunter takes aim at your deke. 
Pee ee ag Ee ery F ee isi oe re Never walk through the woods carrying 

dbs ae Pe at ee My aturkeyd less it’ letel ae c BD ta . y decoy unless it’s completely 

soniuabdlecic oY : , oe a pe Pr P Pa, ap enclosed in either a camouflage or blaze 
; OP aa é 4 tae 7 i “i 8 ~soorange pouch! MD ab ce RP 

aie eaten be ay a \ Se ; 
See Pd , P72 \ a re Learning the language of love 

i igs SN See ee Da S 2 mgs pre \ 4 For me, the use of turkey calls to bring a 

i i Rs Ean ies Neco Pa A ge gobbler within 30 yards is the “roman- 

ee oe ea ; 2» ee : a2, 8 tic” and elegant part of the sport. Even 
Bee een A sg ok | Se et ae 3 though you may not harvest a particu- 

A Ae 5 eas oe ' Ss een ae “2, 3 lar bird, the fact that you lured him in 
URIS AGT: aes oie a ee Mite! 42 close from a distance of a quarter mile 
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SPRING TURKEYS 

or more is enough to consider your day (gy hi 7 EE ee 

in the woods satisfying. be: i ul Wik Hy a8 x oe “ f = 
: DD EATER EIS Ge a 

Turkeys make 50 or more different a i ( uy, LP Sg vA f - Pe SS. oe 

sounds, but their basic language con- Cae LAN a : 3 PRPS sig: 
. IN HE ROS he mele tie 

sists of the cluck, the yelp and the gob- aay eas a bas a ge acre G5 
: Mono-di ” . FS ah | e 

ble. The yelp is the long-distance com: i ; eg ns ate Le Peni : 

munication call of the wild turkey: “I’m 4p, ajU-2 RRA ESOS Ga oe BN 
‘ CON ake Po ee 

over here, where are you?” The cluck is Rg@y GABE 3. 3 Hl ' bs 2 
a softer, short-range call turkeys use ay Sse _ re ‘ . 7 

when in close proximity to other birds. Degas aie 7 ee aura J a 2d 
If you can make a passable yelp and ee ae, iy Pie a pot — 

cluck, the birds will come. Once you've ca) Dy Se iia 7, VR bs! si , a co 
iy ae) ee A PP oa mastered these two sounds, you can es: a Ses Po (ee er 
a A ee be i a 

work on purrs, cutts, putts, whines, kee- = ae ne ea Ee ee 

kees and cackles just for the fun of it. i ON ee BM is SS re ns > Ue 
= eae a Sa aN Son A aa Se ene 

What is the best turkey callto buy? |§ Bese ros Soe (i Vga = 

It’s a matter of personal preference. Se te rs be oe YW 5 s — 
3 = eee Oe Ab Seen Ww @ if 

Push-button and box calls are the easi- $7 NON Ek Pn? eS , Ve aa f 
x in BE? y <ul a OO he P : g oie est to master, in my opinion, followed §8 = eee es a Fr i ir Via 5 ZS e 

by the slate/glass calls, mouth calls and ¥ se 4 be. 27 pin f 
. 

: hey mec Sos (A 

wing-bone yelpers. 8 i iy) jd Py ewe 
Learn to call turkeys by listening to y Oe yy ne IS sere te 

audio cassettes, watching videos, listen- B mm A o 4 3 - 
: = 2 lig ta (4 SA \ ing to other people — and best of all, = . Ed eae i 77 Biol 

listening to wild turkey hens in the g aii a ya ue eA VM, ii vy Mi 

spring. Develop your own calling style y [7 a a of gaa |; te, hy 5 
and personality. After you hear actual i. ae Hy jar ae s, ie / 4) ; > & 
hens calling, you'll realize they all i 3 — _ i ee en aed o 2 be : . 

sound a little different, too. 5 — aU NRC SD; s r 

Camouflage conceals you from turkeys, which is 
good, and from other hunters, which is dangerous. 

S Protect your back and prepare yourself for a long 
7 od oi wait as turkeys slowly move toward you. 

e Staying SPN (below left) \f you bag a bird or if you are carrying 
decoys, display blaze orange so you are seen by 

q ¢ Never wear clothing that is red, other hunters. 

3 “ white or blue in the turkey woods. It 

4 So can be mistaken for the colors of a Hunting tactics 
Ps > a male turkey’s head and neck in the 

ae oA Beets There are two basic approaches to 

~~ i aa P eae e Always have a hill, large tree or rock spring turkey hunting: Pick a spot and 

iS ; Ge an a behind you for protection from other sit, or hear a gobble and go after it. 
i \ | \ ‘ SN hunters who may be approaching In my first few years as a turkey 

oN =a aS a 5 = . . 
< y E) \ @ Bee res = we a your calls from behind your hunting hunter, I relied on the first method. I 

~ 2 phar) j a position. knew from pre-season scouting that 

» ff We Ei <T-yoe colteua ease bien Loerie loreLey birds were using a particular area. I 
{es Aee ou. Don’t consume alcohol before would go out in mid- to late afternoon " i yi is Yi 

LBP 4 i or during your hunt. fashion a blind of sorts, pace off and 

a 5 Se TNL ea Con aaCLESaC Lae ZonsCo place a marker for my decoy, clear a 

a Be sure you see a beard before you shooting lane or two, then return about 

if feats arse a half-hour before shooting hours 
iy e Wear or display blaze orange when opened the next day. I stayed in that 

a eat Ce ede oat spot until the noon closing, regardless 
ieee : of what I heard or saw elsewhere. Soon- 

: z ¢ Never assume sounds you hear in er or later, a gobbler would often come 
4 @ : : i; 

| c us woods ONE Nye: within range of my set-up. This proved 
& e¢ Usea gobble call only to locate a i 
as very successful, but sometimes monoto- 

s Pa 2 tom, not to call one in. ou 

Lately I’ve been using more of a “run 
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SPRING TURKEYS 

i — nique, be prepared to Unfortunately, even though toms are 

7 P= oN ial goof-up many more inthe area and may have heard you 

y Ave SAS iia P times than you succeed! call, they don’t always gobble. Some- 

NS \ ‘" Ns . Once I’m set up,my __ times this can be attributed to weather 

is yy gk Whe as calling techniques are _ conditions, sometimes their harem of 

OS va LL similar in both situa- _ hens is in the same tree or close by, 
wD \ihas a tions. I start with some sometimes the toms are subdominant 

x ks Fre 7 | 4 | soft tree yelps (imitat- birds and are intimidated by larger 

, ee Dial : A \ 1 ing the hen just waking toms in the area. Sometimes they just 

ean oh a A up). A very common don’t feel like “talking.” If you are sure 

Pe a | hie >. BS mistake is to over-call _ there are birds in the area, stick it out. 

- Hep : ) a the tom when he’s still Sooner or later something will happen. 
I. pe ae é —— up in the roost. I’ve If I haven’t had any action by mid- 

Bo — > i Z z found that the more morning, I go “prospecting” as my part- 
G Wy SD me 3 youmake him gobble ner Jeff would say. Prospecting consists 

ie fi em x 4 Yes - — on the roost, the less of walking the hills and ridges, and 

Wiles — 8 likely he is to come to _ stopping to yelp or cutt in hopes of a re- 

you. He’s going to wait _ sponse. A word of advice: take the time 
aii — Geo for you to come to him. Also, the more __ to set-up each and every time before 

7 : am 4 ‘ : ‘ ~e he gobbles, the more likely he will at- you call. You may have a bird respond 

; \ a a ei — tract live hens and lose interest in you. __ that’s very close and he can be on you 

i e ’ yi FY oh : He may also attract other hunters. before you have time to unsling your 
Ne oN ren i aS Do not make hen calls until legal —_ shotgun. 

ke Hi Wy =) We 4 * A eee | shooting hours! The gobbler may pitch Weather conditions can affect bird 

fens iy nes Ss ee . off his limb and glide down right to movement. Snow or pelting rain gener- 

ie ies oe ESS Ao e 7 ie your decoy. By the time you can legally _ ally slows down gobbling and breeding 

id ye Naan Was A P @ - shoot, he may realize something is activity, while light warm rain or driz- 
ha Ze Tan a Pee! amiss and down the li le doesn’t toh h effect WA ee a ae ve Bel eos ar on own the line. zle doesn’t seem to have much effect. 

ees Ne, 2 ARE a Rear & Try different types of calls as the _ Periods of nice sunny weather follow- 

ie oo ee we Ape a a ms morning progresses. I have called on _ ing a stint of bad weather frequently re- 

(top) The author puts turkeys “to bed” the evening and off for two hours or more with one __ sult in increased gobbling and turkey 

before a hunt. An owl call may make atom gobble —_—_ type of call with no response from Mr. | movement. After a heavy rain has sub- 
after it has roosted so you can plan a starting point ‘A i ‘i ss Z 
for the next morning. Turkey. My very first series of yelps sided, the birds often move out into 

(above) Dave Davis and author Doug Hoskins with a different type of call brought a _ open fields or clearings to dry off and 
celebrate a spring hunt. « Fi = S - . 

booming gobble from a bird that proba- _look for favorite delicacies like worms 

bly heard me all morning. Or try using —_ and night crawlers. 

and gun” technique, as my friend Dave __ two calls at once: a mouth-yelper and a ° 

likes to call it. I still get out at least a slate or box-call, to sound like more | How did my own hunt end last spring? 

half-hour before opening. From a good __ than one hen. If sitting with a partner, _Just as the bird arrived at my 30-yard 

vantage point on high ground, I just lis- call at the same time using different range marker, I ever-so-gently rested 

ten for gobbles. Many morningsI hear __ types of calls. my gun barrel on a small shagbark 

more than one bird. I pick the one that Another sound tip: Use a pair of _ hickory to steady my aim. Somehow I 

sounds closest and most accessible, turkey wings froma previous hunt to managed to knock off a loose chunk of 

then work quietly to within 100-150 imitate a hen flying down. Use those __ bark. My quarry gave two sharp alarm 

yards. I find a big tree or rock to sit same wings to scratch the oak leaves to _ putts and launched himself straight up 

against and go to work. In this type of imitate feeding turkeys. like a 20-pound grouse! Boy, I sure find 

hunting, I generally don’t use a decoy If the gobbler responds, put your call __a lot of ways to extend my turkey sea- 

because I don’t want to make noise set- down and wait for him to fly down to __ son to Sunday! O 

ting it out. | also want to be prepared to the ground. You should hear wing © =" 

move quickly and quietly to a different _ beats, or note changes in the sound of ae nee ius ae oe 
bird if this one doesn’t cooperate, 7 his gobbling. If he continues in your di- al hee Management fro Liw.Stevmns 

This second method is more exciting. _ rection, do nothing! If he needs a little point. He is truly addicted to turkey hunting 

You don’t have the advantage of ablind, coaxing, use soft yelps and clucks. A and travels the country with his hunting 

you may be less familiar with the ter- _ good rule of thumb is to never call loud- partner Jeff Engel conducting seminars and 

rain, and there is always the chance you __er than the first time he answered you. eee inias mary states\as possibleiench 

may bump the bird off his roost as you He knows where you are, no use shout- TES 

approach. If you decide to use this tech-__ing at him. 
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or, 

ch 

i tie Forty-six inexpensive mating and migration rituals of frogs, fish and birds. If you 

ae 3 % fancy gardening and natural landscaping, take a spring wild- 

rey ¥ field trips to explore the flower hike or visit with professionals who restore native 
a Je st NE : t d wetlands, prairies and grasslands. Maybe you'd like to pad- 

Re lad é is al ISCONSIN OULAOOTS | gic your canoe in the company of biologists and historians 

res pes at its p eaka who tell stories of the plants and people who inhabited the 

a gp = —— ae \ shoreline. Budding Seen can cy, their hand sampling 
pe SS ei SC( ater quality, seining fish or searching plants for signs of air 

‘ = = oe = pollution damage. 
P a ee It’s simple to make a trip reservation: 

q ORE 5 =. 1. Review the trips that are listed chronologically on the 

ee Zo, iF next few pages. 

haa P 3 ‘ - : = Sar oe 2. Fill out the details on the reservation card enclosed with 

F “ i “<== this story. Indicate both the trip number and the number of 

Se ee ae people in your party for each trip. If a cost is listed with the 
on og y = ~~~" trip description, assume that is a per-person fee. 

eee og — 2 3, Add a registration fee from the table below. 
- seal F .< = 4. Total your costs, add a donation to the foundation if you 

oo a ae \ ~~ Rw! 2 like, and mail your registration card with a check payable to 
A sc } = : the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin. Trip fees and 
ne a a y : ; mn registration fees are nonrefundable. However, if your trip is 

Field trips provide an overview (top) and a closer look (bottom) at Wisconsin's a S 
natural resources in the company of DNR staff who protect them year-round. overbooked, parties that cannot be accommodated will re- 

ns ceive refund checks two weeks before the scheduled trip date. 

Christine Tanzer 5. Registration cards and checks should be sent to: NRF 

hen the frog chorus tunes up and the prairie chick- _ Field Trips, P.O. Box 129, Madison, WI 53701. 

W: “do the dance,” you can reserve a front-row seat Sign up soon. Field trips fill up fast and reservations are ac- 

for the performance. As naturalists cruise the Apos- _ cepted on a first-come, first-served basis. You will receive a 

tle Islands, motor down the Mississippi, hit the white water or _ mailed confirmation. Two weeks before the trip date, you will 

float the Wisconsin River, you can come along for the ride. _ receive details and directions you will need to find the ren- 

When the pros watch migrating warblers, trumpeter swans __dezvous location and time. 

and turkey vultures, you can look through a scope with them. Questions about trips or reservations? Wondering if a field 

The Natural Resources Foundation arranges these tours _ trip is too strenuous for young children or adults with physi- 

each year to show you the creatures and outdoor issues most _ cal limitations? Call me at (608) 264-8548. O 
people just talk about. With an experienced DNR staffer as a= 
guide, you'll see natural events as they peak between April Christine Tanzer coordinates field trips for the Natural Resources 

and October each year. Here’s a chance to hear and see the Coe ar 

Computing your trip registration fee ae . 

"— Numberof Trips Fees for NRF members* “Fees fornonmembers a a | Nal Ss 

one trip $3 $5 $5 $10 . Qa = 

three trips $9 $20 $15 $30 S ae 8 

-*Annual membership is provided for a tax-deductible contribution of $15 or more i _ i M 
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Natural Resources Foundation 1999 Summer Field Trip Schedule 

oe on the Prairie: 6 Door County Warbler Watch & 
Prairie and Savanna Restoration Moonlight Bay 

be aed Techniques Experience the annual spring migration 
" ad oy, Hike a segment of the Ice Age Trail, to of warblers at Peninsula State Park. 
Fae rs Sr view numerous pasqueflowers and Spend the afternoon at the unique 

kak spring wildflowers. Learn about restor- Moonlight Bay Bedrock Beach State 
oe : ing native remnants of oak savanna Natural Area learning about the natural 

ee and prairie communities by visiting history, plants and management of this 
Se - Kettle Moraine Oak Opening and Bald rich and rare ecosystem. ee Peed Pag 8 A SSS SSS 4 se es Bluff state natural areas. ° May 14, 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Bo Oe ¢ May 1,9a.m.-1 p.m. ¢ Peninsula State Park, Door Co. 
ee =e =e ¢ Southern Kettle Moraine, * Mark Martin & Kathleen Regnier, 
oe ee \ Saas | Waukesha Co. leaders ; 
ee \ XX egy * Mark Verhagen, leader ¢ limit 20 : Riese A} SOS a MS SE any . 
Oe aa i ~ oe ° limit 20 ° cost state park admission 

a oe eae ae Wisconsin Waterfall Wonders: Wetlands & Water Quali ee Se oS ay ty ta Ng 3 ae a Amnicon & Pattison Celebrate Wetland Protection 
Fc ee Sig ae = het = __ Explore Wisconsin’s northern water- Month by exploring one of Bong’s 

a = == = =] falls. Learn the geologic and human many wetlands. 
age ee 2 _ history of the area. Spectacular sights of  * May 15, 1-3 p.m. 

ee a = © — = _ the Big Manitou Falls and the quiet ° Bong Recreation Area, Kenosha Co. meee ¢ _ : es Be eet TS cree 8 d 8 a Ee Pen SS charm of Amnicon’s trickling pools ¢ Beth Goeppinger & Donna Mosca, 
ao Pee = await you. leaders 
pe a sai ° May 8,10am-3 p.m. * limit 40 

oi BE ge oe ® ¢ Amnicon & Pattison state parks, ° cost state park admission 
ate eee ee 2 pig a Douglas Co. 

= be eee peas: ey. =2 © Carolyn Rock, leader chaeology of Killsnake Wildlife 
MGS TI Se : 2S e limit 30 Krea 

Goin’ F bs ° cost state park admission Sur four important archaeological 
1 L om oe fy f yet sites ranging from a major Early Paleo- 
hi cam. e ‘| on YetOee . ; ee 5 Paddle Where Rivers Meet Indian campsite from 9000 B.C. toa 
¢ Bie Bu es o BOBS raat Paddle down the lower Wisconsin Potawatomi village from the mid- 
exprouing the Mecomarue, /vuldiite River from Bridgeport to the 1800s. Learn how people’s adaptations 
are ississippi lusing State Parkin to local natural hanged sAsnlie Gaesco pm Mississippi at Wyalusing State Park in 0 local natural resources change 
. a in D ‘ r a a replica of a 150-year-old, six-seat throughout time. 
om nee d aA canoe and fancy yourself on an early ¢ May 15, 9:30 a.m.-noon 

in i ba ae explorer’s journey back through time ¢ Calumet & Manitowoc Co. ° 
rt to the Black Hawk War years and the e Victoria Dirst, leader 

a OnE Zl Military Trail. Learn about the current ¢ limit 25 
Dee ie en Booming at Buena management of this important 

‘ ita Mate . F riverway. Cost includes canoe use. ee = x poss Wel Enjoy, a Friday evening presentation on ° May 8, 10a.m.-4 p.m. _——— === Ss 
prairie chicken behavior /ecology. Sat- * Bridgeport, Crawford Co ——3 SSS 

uel Dette cas nyc LON OH CaLIy ° Dave Gjestson, leader ee 
ing” prairie chickens, followed by ° limit 30 sa es Se == 

breakfast and discussion. © cost $8 : = = a “es moe 

° April 23, 7 p.m.—April 24, 11 a.m. Wg a ee ee 
¢ Central Wisconsin Environmental a ws 7 nf Le , = & 
Station, Amherst Junction (above) Leave the hustle and bustle of the eS a =) , 2 

downtown Dells behind in Trip 42, a fall look at oe ae ee ca 
S ee Kenge feVJleaden the region’s natural gems. a Se ee Bec. she gS a 

limit 20 (right) Trip 20 will take kayakers on a guided tour sh ae St See, 
© cost $55 of wild, wooded shores, wetlands and bays of bi zr © 

Lake Superior’s Upper St. Louis River estuary. . 3 
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" s os aN 

I va a o ” 

Opes of the Wisconsin & co aA i x o 
River Spring Hike S . Ve eee 

See the “real” dells! Tow- a Me <i e Sa ene ye 

ering hemlocks, mossy oe @\. gx ¥ j “ ae Tass 

glens, and spectacular rock jaa ig a 4. St igen 
formations await on this bas : Pe ee regi ie AS 

3.5 mile hike through the =f ~ a 
Dells of the Wisconsin ey en a i LP \ . ae 

River State Natural Area. Bs, a cm Ge ve * 
The terrain on this off-trail <A q, ae , Pope ‘ 
hike is rugged and not appropriate for eek DS iJ a 44) 

small children, i cae AS ee 
° May 21) 2 a.m.-l p.m. \ ak, . XY i le P| 

¢ Wisconsin Dells, Columbia Co. — Ve A 2 en ie <A a 
¢ Thomas Meyer, leader x‘ t a ee ee J 

* limit 22 oe if “a <u 

* cost $3 E 7 >» ) Be: 
z eG I ee =e Y 

1 Cee Woodlands >” Te SS AME Cees 4 
Management i ——— x rs) a 

Visit a privately owned hardwood for- me eileiai te 4 A he 

est and meet DNR foresters to see and > an ae - « 

discuss practices such as tree planting, i Ss aaae ppc , ‘ 
timber stand improvement, wildlife “ ~~ “se aN 

management and harvesting. Sail ii iY re OK 
eager. i Pugin, 

e May 22,9 a.m.—noon / «Si | Ba - " * 

e Mt. Horeb, Dane Co. \ “ ‘ “ ey ino 3 

¢ Steve Holaday, leader : eS oN XPS. é 

* limit 25 ees Ee . ie © NOR SS, coat 

Oak Woodland Restoration at Ex < a ee. A“, pe eee | z fi 
AN ieee: Pe cn aia ie | ARS fF z 

1 1 Lake Kegonsa State Park ce — a gna ‘ ag, ae 4 Pas cae j 2 
Bo og PAG es eS Ok 3 

Visit an impressive restoration of a WS, , a! a ee, ee eed aa eae 

white oak woodland and oak savanna. ZPD <a4e by Li aay! Ken ee <a 
rh OS SG | Viale oes a > 

Hear about the management tech- . i a iN. Tha id 7 P 8 eof nbd, * % = 8 

niques used for this project. Persons Ny rs a PS a -< 2 ae 5 
considering beginning a restoration <2 ok See on ae a ee Ee "A Xe S eSgpees SES 9 ys = ® 
project on their own will find this tour ee ees S| Bo. a aS, st | As ; ee = 
beneficial. Also, tour a nearby wetland SS eae PaaS, s fs we mS 
and learn about wetland ecology. Trip 23 is a triple-feature — a pontoon-boat tour of the scenic Turtle Flambeau Flowage, a chance to help 
° May 22, 9a.m—12:30 pm band osprey and a scrumptious shore lunch. 

¢ Stoughton, Dane Co. : 

° Gary Birch & Deb Weidert, leaders 1 a River Dam Removal : P Pee 
e limit 20 Explore the history of dams on ‘ 

the Baraboo River, and the facts and a. j nie ‘ 
: Fj ‘ ee Me a Fae 

Tour the Poynette Game Farm process leading to their removal, which : i 2. ae 1 

1 De MacKenzie Environmental will restore the free flowing river. Visit i ee ee se 
Center the restored site of the former die = : “a 
Learn the history of the game farm. Waterworks Dam and view future dam ye iad P 

Visit the pheasant hatchery and rearing removal & river restoration projects on ae se 

pens, the Wisconsin wildlife exhibit, the river. eas 

buffalo, and restored prairies. e June 5, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 3 Ce ae 
* May 22,9 a.m.-noon ¢ Baraboo, Sauk Co. ce — oS - 

° Poynette, Columbia Co. ¢ Meg Galloway & Rich Vogt, leaders y. oa 

¢ Don Bates & Derek Duane, leaders * limit 30 as . <a Sil a, 
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FIELD TRIPS ar 

1 Are of Chiwaukee Prairie io eo : y O Sea Kayak Tours of the 

State Natural Area . oe Upper St. Louis River 

See the richest prairie in Wisconsin, ’ = Estuary of Lake Superior 

with over 400 species identified. The Be Explore the St. Louis River Stream- 

shooting stars should be at their peak. a bank Protection Area, a 5,000-acre 

Learn about prairie ecology and man- Oy ff | project managed to deter erosion 

agement techniques being used on the ‘ie. Ke f and sedimentation in high quality 

site. ¥ aN ill a9 wetlands on this river/estuary. 

¢ June 5, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 4 a a | Through a six-mile/six-hour paddle, 

¢ Kenosha, Kenosha Co. > See \ - My) ' CNS participants will explore steep 

° Mark Roycraft, leader Say os  —_ = | q wooded shores, unique wetlands, 
° limit 25 ies " | and meandering tributary bays in 

a f :Y this remote wilderness area. Sea 

ee a OL eee a ee Ce kayaks and instruction will be pro- 

a a ei \s! ey ae Nh e SS vided by an outfitter (beginners wel- 

ae a ae aN } re € = om ae come). 

i ol es s eh , Se ee oy oes 19, ( Trip 20B) July 
ae DN = — ee 3 2 , 9 a.m.—4 p.m. 

em = it es Se ® e Duluth-Superior, Douglas Co. 

ihe. r e , 7 Se é e Frank Koshere, leader 
A ; i - ag oe sb am Ecology Workshop: « limit 17 

4 ; = E ssessing the Health of a Trout o/cast $50 per person 

= ; : “ oa ‘ : includes kayak 
(above) Be glad you're not in the water as fisheries isit a trout stream and use sampling \\ rental, $35 per per- 
ae Soe to show where trout gear to measure water quality, habitat cen anth Sie 

(top) Field trips hone outdoor skills to identify conditions, and sample aquatic insect aah kayak and gear 

Blane ali sepaial edible from poisonous and fish populations. Learn how land & 

. uses affect stream health. 1/ 

Trout Management and Stream gene le, 2e Ey / 
1 5 Shocking Demo e Cross Plains, Dane Co. 

Visit Wisconsin’s coulee region trout ge Nuke Milley leader \ om ° limit 25 
streams and discuss programs to im- * cost $4 pte 

prove stream habitat. See the electro- e 

Sosnguhof ow routpopele> 4 pragonl Elgy Ts 
pane oad aac) Learn Hear he ecology and life = 4 hy a 
¢ Coon Valley, Vernon Co. eters thy Coe) eo \ E/N 
© David Vetrano, leader BO umlo etl capture 4 Fel 
© limit 40 4 and identify various dragonfly species 1.@ mh 

at Smith Lake. j * a 

Ganocing the Historie i June 19, 10:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

1 6 Milwaukee River Brule River piste Forest, Douglas Co. Pa 

Paddle through downtown Milwaukee . eee Ca B 

as we learn about water quality and » cost $6 cae fo 
visit several historic sites “buried” in e 

the bustle of a busy city. Canoe through Any Dam Questions? . o 

a dam site and the harbor where the 1 Oey the Woolen Mills on ‘ - 

Milwaukee, Menomonee and Kinnick- : 
innic rivers empty into Lake Michigan. removal project and learn about the oS 

Sereno amen restoration efforts to enhance both the * . 

Siriaas upland and aquatic habitats. See the ve 

* Terrie Cooper leader positive results of dam “destruction.” ." 

° limit 20 y ¢ June 19, 10 a.m-—noon a 

© cost $8 per person canoe rental, free E De eer aeua son Go: 2 
Btn Oishi Canoe John Nelson, leader : o i 

¢ limit 40 \ Bs 5 
y g 
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FIELD TRIPS 

2 1 Tour the Griffith State Nursery 2 Ae Islands — The Big e es; ely Figs} WILE 

Tour over 60 acres of conifer and Hook } , avs ey LD fp 
hardwood nursery beds and learn Visit the renowned Apostle Islands and ss ‘ ‘ wy a, Soa Oe. Z 

: i . . ie 4, POR AL Le 
about reforestation, propagation take a boat ride to Manitou Island to pe ei. 4G Ayes LEG 

techniques, and the history and role of __ visit a historic fish camp. Learn about eee us & A as gg tee 
the state nursery program. See over 20 commercial fishing past and present in PZ ge a 4 oa Ux fy: Lge 
species of native trees and shrubs. Lake Superior. ieee ta ak Y ete ite 
¢ June 26, 10-11:30 a.m. ¢ July 12, (Trip 24A) 8 a.m.—noon or € Sega <i Me Me IE ae, a Z 
¢ Wisconsin Rapids, Wood Co. (Trip 24B) noon-4 p.m. Se eR TRE Tape ase ye oe z Le 
¢ Jim Storandt, leader ° Bayfield, Bayfield Co. pare: we f. eae is gy Jive a oe 
¢ limit 35 ¢ Mike Vogelsang & Steven Schramm, ae Bt “ : EZ pris pelt a 

leaders in ues: Mee 4 or oe 5 al gs 
DD canoe the Chippewa Flowage ¢ limit 14 per session ener uaae ie ie Yo ; EA 2 

Eagles, wood ducks, loons and i oad a j oe eg es - 

herons await! Explore the endless 255.4 Whitewater Rapids on Ber sie a i = ; , / om eet P . a Sige 

maze of islands, points, bays and the Flambeau River ee cee Je CLG aE, ae 

channels found in the Chippewa See wilderness and wildlife while pad- Re oe me BL fA ts J ie 

Flowage. Paddle your way through an _ dling a whitewater stretch of the Flam- | Pica eo) eS Soi Ge age 
adventure on the third largest lake in beau River. Learn about the history and e F g es oy {2 =] ess 5s Ara J 

Wisconsin. management of this famed watershed. CO TD Esa gfe ise 
¢ (Trip 22A) June 26 or ( Trip 22B) Medium to large rapids (class 2) willbe | “tig zl rs i i ; . 

July 31, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. encountered, so canoeing experience is : ase” a pS i fan ei i A 

¢ Hayward, Sawyer Co. required. Canoes and lunch provided. a en eee ae 
¢ Ray Larsen, leader ¢ July 17,9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. oo ee oe TO aa eee ie ge Le 

¢ limit 25 © Oxbo, Sawyer Co. PRR = cee Pee 
e Dave Olson, leader aot ae Bae SS >». - 

2 Quer Flambeau Flowage Tour ¢ limit 30 a Ke : Po ae 
& Osprey Banding © cost $15 ' ee ge bo oy | 

Take a scenic boat ride through the oy = a le H 
flowage and enjoy wildlife watching 2 6ire Mississippi River: Lore, ) oaitlea! PS Pa : _ 
and a management discussion. Visit os- Mystique & Management 5 PF RII, ico ys, 

prey nests and help wildlife biologists Explore the mystique of the Mississip- il =e Wiss 
band fledgling birds. See an osprey pi, mixing history with ecology on this : i gos S Ps 

nose to beak! fun two-part river trip. Hands-on sam- a rs - 2 

¢ July 10, 8:30 am.—4 p.m. pling of fish, water quality, plants, mus- a 4 
¢ Mercer Ranger Station, Iron Co. sels and invertebrates. Learn manage- ‘ a aren Ly 
¢ Bruce Bacon & Roger Jasinski, leaders — ment techniques and visit habitat , a “we foe 

© limit 24 restoration areas along the Trem- si F (ee 
° cost $20 (includes lunch) pealeau shores. Optional camping in rr Sa 

Perrot State Park, call early to reserve a 5 4 bale 
campsite (608) 534-6409. iw e s 2 J Ze 
° July 22, 7-8:30 p.m.; A \ 4 4 

at July 23, 8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. © a awe 
: Types of Prairie ¢ Trempealeau, Trempealeau Co. Old Growth Forest Ecole 

2 short Grass Prairie Variotios : orn Benjamin leader 2 Toa spectacular old ee 

ras Pra vara ate id ea forest stands. Li bout th i - chitintor SeBlackey® orest stands. Learn about the variety 
3 a ae : pen Pernt eaten eas of species and ecological processes 

: 3 Y 2 fa \ \W aa ety you tetagnice thecs, connected to this increasingly tare 

\ik iS \ "q caren TiaeRoAR RO SEgaIe: ecosystem. Also visit a managed forest 

AY Jy ‘i {ripe ike oon gs stand and compare the structure and 

a 1 eg dynamics of these two forest types. 

ie | H| Wag wt, Ce ° July 24, 10a.m2 p.m. 
ae oe iseana Me i z ° Price Co. 

alan Bien Coneflower ; a a ¢ Mitch Bergeson, leader 

’ ee + Limit 25 
- & 

: a | 

\ i April 1999 15



FIELD TRIPS 

2 8 Tour of Wisconsin Heights 30RaN Ecology at Navarino 3 4. Spread Eagle Barrens State 
Battle Site Wildlife Area Natural Area 

Take a walking tour through this his- Take a 10-mile wagon ride into Navari- _ Visit the largest barrens in northeast 
toric battle site. See oak savanna no’s prairie communities to learn about —_ Wisconsin to learn about barrens geolo- 
restoration, pre-historic mounds and prairie ecology and identify native gy, ecology, management, and restora- 
site of the last battle of the Black Hawk plants. Pass through wetlands and tion. Hear about this successful part- 
War of 1832. forests along the way. nership among government, advisory 
¢ July 24, (Trip 28 A) 9 a.m.-noon or ¢ August 14, 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. groups and private industry. 

(Trip 28 B) 1-4 p.m. ¢ Navarino Wildlife Area, Shawano Co. —_¢ August 28, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
¢ Mazomanie, Dane Co. ¢ Mary O’Connor, leader ¢ Florence, Florence Co. 
¢ Wayne Schutte, leader ° limit 25 ¢ Stu Boren, leader 

limit 24 ° cost $3 ° limit 25 =. 

29 A Primer on Lake Limnology 3 1 Tour of Muir — ae 
— Lake Mendota Park and i TO] == 

Board a pontoon boat to learn about Observatory Hill State ‘ <i = — Ss — 
different types of lakes, monitoring Natural Areas i = ( ° : { 4 a ie = 
equipment, use of data to evaluate Hike through two of John Muir’s Ai Ae Sa 
lakes, aquatic vegetation management boyhood haunts. Begin at Muir Park = y jer ¥ <a ee 
and progress on the Lake Mendota Pri- with a walk around the lake to see wet- a ia7 ] a Set oe 
ority Watershed Project. land, prairie, and savanna communities eee r / 24 I ' Sse 
¢ July 24, (Trip 29 A) 9 a.m. noon or and discuss natural areas management. oe y ses ‘A == se = 

(Trip 29 B) 1-4 p.m. Then it’s off to Observatory Hilltohave 5>— | r] 2 SS 
* Madison, Dane Co. lunch atop a cedar glade with a spec- a — 
¢ Jim Leverance, leader tacular view. — ’ r 
¢ limit 12 per session ¢ August 14, 9:30 aml p.m. Tae ne aes Coo eee DL 
© cost $2.50 ¢ Montello, Marquette Co. 

¢ Mark Martin, leader 

° limit 25 3 paeraling into History 

Explore the steep basalt gorge of 
Many trips can take you face-to-face and cheek to 3 2 Why Clear-cut? the highest waterfall in the state. Enjoy 
beak with animals. Enjoy experiences like #12 to Learn about the ecology of clear- _ the fall colors while learning the visit the Poynette Game Farm and MacKenzie 5 : Environmental Center. cut forests and managed aspen stands. history and geology of Pattison State 

Beery Visit and compare a large blow-down Park. Travel back through time to 
ee a — Sm ws area and several complex forests with discover lumbering, mines and more. 

4 : yy 24 a - . ad small clear-cut patches, various tree age © September 11, 1-4 p.m. 

a 7") ‘~~ _dlasses and considerable diversity. ¢ Pattison State Park, Douglas Co. 
a h | \ ; ¢ August 21,9 a.m p.m. * Carolyn Rock, leader 

ta bela dik x ¢ Kennan, Price Co. ° limit 30 

te ¢ Chuck McCullough, leader ° cost state park admission 

se © limit 25 
a = * 3 6 Canoe the Kickapoo 
eo 3 Oo. in the Coal Mine Enjoy an autumn day paddling 

ae Hike through Wildcat Mountain down the meandering Kickapoo River. 
ies State Park searching for signs of how Learn about the geology of the driftless 

. air pollution injures native plants. Visit area and get a hands-on workshop on 
~ “ae an air monitoring site and learn the water quality. Only six canoes 

| > correlation between two important available to use, other participants 
y Ces 4 a topics: clean air and plant health. must bring their own. Please indicate 
/ — ¥ “Could this be the canary in the coal on your registration if you will need a 

“een "mine? canoe. 
L/ ae. © August 21, 9-11 a.m. © September 11, 1-4 p.m. 
aoe oF >= § ¢ Wildcat Mountain State Park, ¢ Wildcat Mountain State Park, 

j Boe. 5 Vernon Co. Vernon Co. 

/ we Ed Jepsen, leader Barb Schieffer, leader 

ar / | 2 e limit 20 © limit 24 
ae | 3 ° cost state park admission 

q



FIELD ERIES: 

eR 3OWitlow Flowage Hike & Boat 

ee ’ ml rr ee et View nesting eagles and ospreys. Enjoy 
= ee 2 e : pe the fall colors while visiting this scenic 

Poo oe a “atte i ee flowage newly acquired for public use. 

1, Ge fe ee oe é : Cruise the 6,400-acre flowage by luxury 

talk’ La oe t—~“ité«S a tour boat and hike through part of the 
ef —— mmnigcce eS ie ce, Co eo o iv Re Se =: 8, A00 acres of land to behold waterfalls 

! eS Se i ae “fh : ¢ September 25, 10 a.m.—4 p.m. 
Cue eee E oo oS rs ¢ Willow Flowage, Oneida Co. 

lc Ee Tami ie cl wl er ¢ limit 40 

esa ossecaee © cost $9 

ee Soe Ga ae i Aor: Lake Days Gone By 
. oes a ca History buffs unite as we 

P -* wrt 2 eae = =~ = explore the hotels that used to cater to 

| ge Pg » 2 af i pea oe Pane ae es visitors in the late 1800s using artifacts, 
= { Li re oe = | erg ee i photos and descriptions. Learn the 

— ie wie — ue a ce — a a human history of this geologic gem. 
ie A “34. Mp * aa a / ge. cere: oes <i ¢ September 25, 9 a.m.—noon. 

| SD ge Fd ( \ S A py ee fe ge =| ° Devil’s Lake State Park, Sauk Co. 
i o£ ‘ yf r " a ee David Bouche, leader 

all we E: Y ? mee gg, Fee Sa limit 25 

i as Y Ee CRS 7 te Se es md ° cost state park admission 
fl re F Me. BP hae ae ae er 

4 ae SS a ee i. Ne ES Archaeology of Whitefish eee Ne 
< BaP pune 
ae: eet hee ee i age i 5 2s ; Js #2 = Make an autumn visit to Door County 

= oe A — i fj é i oid ey ae : er and learn about the ancient human his- 

ah y oe | ee i oa fae Ae ge tory of this unique peninsula during 
Y Jags RE ge ee OS, en, ead co ee ad ! 

as f oy ae DP TE Ai ne Ben the Pl ee 2a ee ~=—s four waves of previous pre-European 
ae FF ic I Segue, ah Po ae ‘ ‘ ei ay ts Boe ee oe Cpe eS ot ME 8 ag human occupation. View an exposure 

oe ie Oe Rage "gars o ld re iy ge. of prehistoric artifacts along an eroded 
let “Bear i gee ee peer |e 
aD NS ae ea Se ee 

Fg «ptember 25,930-1130am. 
an ae eS DO MB ok Fa © F-2 + Whitefish Dunes State Park, Door Co. 

eres Tigh bie See | ie pee SOR GAN 2 8 fs 3 Victoria Dirst, leader 

Hikers can see the familiar through a naturalist’s eyes on guided trips to Devil’s Lake and the Dells of the e limit 40 
Wisconsin River. mee 
(below right) Canoeists can explore the Waupaca chain of lakes and several other waters. ° cost state park admission 

37 tampeler Swans 385 History of the F : : re ea Bae per ro 

Learn about the ecology of Baraboo Region ie RS psean se 
North America’s largest waterfowl After a brief lecture on the geologic his- Ee ce ca a eae 
species, the trumpeter swan. View tory of the Baraboo Hills, hike the Page ring) oe oF aoe é 

these magnificent birds in the wild and south bluff of Devil’s Lake, then ven- [ee ae gee Es a ‘ . 

learn about efforts to restore trumpeter ture off to Parfey’s Glen. Explore the ra! P= ree 9 f i ree 

swans to Wisconsin. lower narrows of the Baraboo River, a ae me SS seaiicl rs van ey 

° September 11, (Trip 37A) 9-noon or rock quarry and the seldom-visit- ag pe a A , es 

(Trip 37B) 1-4 p.m. ed North Range of the Baraboo ( Lf mas 

¢ Sandhill Wildlife Area, Wood Co. Hills. <= 4 — oe 

¢ Pat Manthey, leader ¢ September 18, 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m. eon g 

° limit 25 ¢ Baraboo, Sauk Co. eee 

¢ Philip Fauble, leader eS E 

¢ limit 40 ee g 
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ane Ane Vals) Wl I 
Sane ee Pe ak 

Re NE Nee 

: (nae AS 4. 4. Canoe the Lower Wisconsin 4. 6 Ice\ Age Landforms of the 

ee Ps 1 River Sojithern Kettle Moraine 
Eon [ Fons R Poe ki) Paddle an eight-mile stretch of one of Explorg(by bus) a variety of geologic 

i se) 7 eee. — —Wisconsin’s most beautiful and cher- atures in the Southern Kettle Moraine 
ee as ee ee ished waterways. Enjoy a day of fall area — impressive moraines, kettle de- 
ee 4 pea ~| color, waterfowl and wildlife. Learn pressions, large outwash plains, gigan- 
Sail on WAN aie apis ee ONIN nl on Raa a i : i aa % 
Deon eee eee river history and find out about efforts tic eskers and vast adjoining drumlin 
ais iret Sy Aerie ins cy Tape RUNG cree § oY, J 5 
Ce 0 kp to preserve its natural beauty. fields to the west. 
ae BS ee eee ae. © October 9, 10 a.m.—2 p.m. ¢ October 16, 9 a.m.-noon 
Say fe ie Salento SO RAC ge cena hey 8 NN an 
ER SS SN, SOS Ae “a e From Arena to Spring Green, ¢ Eagle, Waukesha Co. 

j Be ae ea. : 
ae = ee ey as Towa Co. ¢ Ron Kurowski, leader. 
Pipette, espana sy Sot) LN Niegcmth foo ene at es i oe 
ea et tae ae ote 24  ° Wayne Schutte, leader e limit 40 

a EN ees 4 1” AN ANGumnecas o vy Pe 5 is a eal Be) ae aes > «limit 30 ° cost $4 
ye’ Fee BOY a 4 i * 
‘i 2s Ee Nee: . We Ae ~ © cost $10.50 for canoe rental and 

Eee es y Rae oy ae shuttle, $5.00 for shuttle 
(ie j hope en es es 
oe Ne ee XS 3 a ee . only a are per 

aa ee / yg ies cen > = person, Maer. 
ya Nz - ia a a etc c a a sae AS ag nu Wi <i iS i mat rR . 

EO Ae Fa 2 i Se 

ee eis! = 5 A | e Lu 

(above) Hands-on trips can demonstrate skills you 7 : a ae A i Wh is 
can use on your own property like learning to plant = es eZ a of ri cS y HAN celta 
hardwoods. a 1 ae : > ail ir & s ee ee (LM 
ae - i ON ee 

aa ies | | He erator oe oe 
Ape of the Wisconsin River f f 2 i "yi Bi ZA. | 

State Natural Area | feo, Be 
Spectacular scenery & fall color, unique oy a Bs cose, wee | ae amine, i. ae 

5 : 7: de ees Jest | pe | Sees 
geological formations, gorges, glens, Nea Bees ey Se BN (oS \ ! k i 
and rare plants await! Trek through this po a ee A c ay | 
gem of the Wisconsin landscape in Be ae = == eae is Yep or 6, 

areas not normally accessible to the = =a —— Peis 4 | 4 i aD 
public. The terrain of this three-mile =a 5 === Le a a he a a “ 

hike is rugged and not appropriate for a= Ly =e fe 4 ‘ —~dit 
children less than 12 years old. [= = i i eee Be A a Bi 

ce 0 i —— ee, ‘ Ay 
® October 3, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. a 6 a ‘ [) 

: 5 © Apia ee eee |) nese es 
¢ Wisconsin Dells, Columbia Co. Bg {* — aes <8 e i oe va. 

+ Thomas Meyer, leader ‘i te ee ee 
° limit 20 ee Ses ee OS ee EE 

Tas, SE er oe ee Ce GG eT pee eo wees seme Bae Rs IR oem 
A Closer Look at Turkey 5 enti - —— a aE — 

Vultures Children get to simulate the geologic forces when canes = ay 
Ds é : laciers, gravel, water and ice pushed around the » ee » 

Visit Devil’s Lake State Park during fall edessses an a es >> 

migration where over 300 turkey vul- : 7 = 
tures come to roost in the evenings. Ob- Glacial History of the Cross / . \ 

serve this spectacular event, look for 450. Ice Age Reserve P A \ ‘Y 4 

marked individuals, and learn the nat- Learn the story of glacial geology that i ‘yy a \ Mm 

ural history and results of long-term re- surrounds us! The Cross Plains Reserve ) A) 

search on vultures in Wisconsin. is one of nine units of the Ice Age Na- Fe ’) ‘ 
© October 8, 2:30-6 p.m. ‘ ae : Y i is 4 

IRE OF P-m. tional Scientific Reserve in Wisconsin. , : 
 Devil’s Lake State Park, Sauk Co. View this terminal moraine and see im- mn Coe 

¢ Lisa Hartman, leader i : NT ee J pressive meltwater basins. . A el Y 

* limit 30 © October 9, 9-11:30 a.m. we) & 
* cost state park admission * Shovelers Sink, Dane Co. a a ; z 

y = 
¢ Danielle Valvassori, leader <i I F uy 

° limit 25 y ey S | 5 
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A liking for March 
eae : a F f PY iy eS KCL hj A’ Fs Ya 47 “ye ‘ZR es 

& tf ce ny ; di yw? ad oN Lh Se a & Ne = cat Wy er! ; N ; ¥ A 4 E a - “a XN 

Ss Mae SOE tk i £ 2 i) aie y Vj ce _ Editor’s Note: The winter has been | \ / 

nS ie ( N Ny af , a ~ \] j ae ; pretty easy this year, but we've often jx 
3 4 ‘ os CA ae DN ce *, <4, aD y\ , Fae) we | noted that the true Wisconsin test is J = 

ms > te J De < Vv ~~ sot SKY Wy VS on o3 \ | not winter's depth, but its length. Here FS 

S a me . ig as S , i 7 ay ar << xf | are two essays taking decidedly differ- t A 

Po eeer’ \\ re : a \ en {\ ~~ Y- | ent views of those last cold days when Ex. 

Lats ; om | ia SS ae eS | the cold weather just won't give up. ne 

Seen PE Wi, a = - a 
San | Z) “I ‘Se es 

SRD, Hb a de eee 

Justin Isherwood; Story photos by Robert Queen 

I like a March that stays late. October awful and 
Bia ycesatcre lial Ma ated oY 0 eg 

I like March that dallies and balks at ing made a fragrant sliver of new ap- 

spring. A March that asks the fire be _ pled moon. 

kindled though the day felt warm. A March has Jurassic heart and shall be 
March whose sun was on a merry pud- __ pierced by extinction. The snow in dirt- 

dle and whose moon has turned it toa crusted drift almost asks to die, but then 

hoary pane. will not go when the means is found. 

I like a March to insist 1take my The heat of a spring day warms the 
sledge and wedge to the wood yard and brown fields, the dying drifts slink and 
assail the oak too long to fit the stove. hide in the last preserves like a car-hit 
And hammer away till we reach a_ dog, wounded and gone to die where it 
breathless truce, it knocking offasmuch _ is cold and shadowed, where the pain 

of me as I of it. of the last melt is less. 
Some impugn March as a messy I cheer a wolf-toothed March that 

month, a headstrong, impolite and oh- taunts those already in summer shorts 

so-tardy month. One day companion- and laden with char-grill and hammock 
able, the next a resentful menace throw- _ pillow. People who cannot stand in line 

ing around its weight and tipping the _for ice cream at solstice and wear ga- 

furniture. March, some say, is indecent. _loshes at the same time. 

How the thaw was followed tight after March as loves mud is my ally. It is 
by an openly indignant blizzard flank- _ openly venomous of the Easter bonnet. 
ing every road and forcing surrender, Some hold snow which falls on the 

/ taking hostages of the rest of the town- _ other side of Ash Wednesday is uncon- 
ship. The farmer who yesterday took _ stitutional anda violation. For them, 

: the tractor from its mooring in the shed _ there is not salt enough to wound 
is today lost at sea. March with; to teach it manners and 

I like March when the moon ascends __ how to behave according to the fashion. 

the cherished twilight like the apple my I like a March that blows perpendic- 
grandmother wrapped in newsprint in ular to everything else, crosswise of all 
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/ i) 
leg 

, AY WV wa 

Sher SOK? ie ; Ei 3 
sh ab Lote GOON {ae spe a 

Om ks ak ae ahs oe ‘ Es ty gy Vie i Mh se ; 

Oe Ba ee ae? EY TN) ae Aue omer) ear aa | : RRR RAN nh ppc fT 8 2, SSCA a a RR GN a 
° SN ic eu a7 ae FS) % \ eg, SRE I-70 Co. BAY % Meee Oi sie ‘oa 

by se NS ee BA ae ag ate eee RS 
VONAGE RRA AA. Eee SN AM MEE NN Say x ee PF ee As 
QS RSC gy Ne AO 
ORES ONE aS inc ae iT Eo ere meee | a te ae ce “st Pai gare . Prey: eae 
NSC ea CARA OR SR ee FTE UE Fx NLA RS 
ee GN oe ET WON ic ae LP eerily a eae Freee ON ANY 
a A Ee eae? aN t Riis ah Rn hc es a) ve Pests) eye ye 

ASU; AORN Sea ee SM DS I SOE cea am a. ae Shy Paper fo. SN 
Ra NC a ee Pra Md 23 Pare ae pot nae Run ren COR ee Ree Rn: 32 pel ee s a Bigs a ak Ps ee 

SS es soy. Oe a Sh ees UE eee as sa Ye 
2a any bye. tt ma) 1A 
ae aC ne hoeae i. ‘ ee 

i é a 1 j re Be oe : a ee . i 

Ae da ‘ ; | Se je ge 1 eee 3 
; ; oe i meee OP Ar | Me ee ee 

Ste | sg l OM RNa ewe ee a 
So aE =” - MOE NR iim panier i hoo | AW : ye ane af cay Win TA men Se aes aes aM eos | if 

x e, | Lt te eae g =e | i 4 ey i ’ Vises ae - a, 
ee REN Eee yo Uk A em ae Bre MOAR NOEL I 4 ANE sD ce eg 14) i RP ens 

Pe pe BS See Ne ORE NE nas a eT a deg ces ect re FAT ad pote or aed peice 
ee Afra er sth Re ey ae hee Wk eat, al Vite Sh A 1g AW] fe TOO fe ity 

Pome sf ase Wee 7 Be ODO EE Oe Pe ep ee y= eee 
omen’ ies f f a i ed ape Gs eB? J i Be et) 7 My te ji ae ie 

ee ent ° e Ws edaeih SE See LS. fis Lier ay 

eed Backslidin ORE te gery ed re ee a eae Pog eee) Be PR Pe PR 

See Biot Oe ee re: 
ee P *gee Mike Patenaude ee ES a ia ea Soca i i 

AR aay ered or ig BOK APA Se ta SU AOR OC Ane Oana 

a Se . . : PORT er. OST SS ae 
aN pss = There is no starch in a spring snowfall. Apert: fis (ae Dee a 
AES 3 sg 2 : a Lape Weal wt AER Rte PON ae bohs Sag } 

= a No snowballs, no angels on the lawn. No justice. as £ pe Bei ate ( ie) : aig i 
= Pe === _——iJust a few half-hearted slides in roadside slush. Pe Ma SEF a Nei H 

e Ps > Kids are back at anchor in heavy winter boots at the Ge Bes ape be 4 a 

4 eee school bus stop; Packer parkas and ski caps have been re- al PEN ate | | he 

Ss trieved, rumpled. Bare hands are jammed into pockets, the s { i Gi a 

. mitten bag buried too deep, too soon with too much hope. 4 X 

: Even the cardinal has a little hitch of doubt in his song " B) p< = 

from a treetop perch. : 2 age aS = 
nn} eS 

It’s a snowy Monday morning in mid-April. - =a 
This is not what I pictured Saturday when I raked the de- so : Bo. 

bris of a dead winter off tulip, day lily and hosta sprouts. — 
When I moved the birdfeeders across to the corner of our lot, — Sic / 

it was in the anticipation of morning dew on my bare feet, 8 e 

not more snow in my boots. When my rake blundered into a a xX oH 

nest of cottontail babies beside the garage, I cursed my soft ‘ ~ ( 

center and replaced their cover. Mom’s tracks haven’t ap- i ‘ oe i 
peared in the snow, yet. a <a . 

My fault? é ~~ so ry 

Iam suffocated by winter whiteness, by wool and leather 

asaunuan eo and polypropylene. I am crushed by responsibility for shov- : 

yo ' | éling, for antifreeze, for the austere office of thermostat vigi- 

a  lante. 
— Ro c| Now even, for baby bunnies. 3 
or ee oe Co I pine for green. Oo & wh 

= ce — e Mike Patenaude writes from Mount Horeb, Wis. Se Se ,, 

a a ; cn - : 7. ‘ beet 3 = 
a ~ ee. re m® 5 ; te * ; a gM oe , Pe “ay as ee ” aoe xs 

21 ne TENG i/o . i * a — a ee an —— eS ee ee
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= Campers, phone for reservations! 
a 7) i —-_-Your outdoor adventures just got easier. Starting April 15th at 9 a.m., you can call 

ZF 4 i 4 1-888-WI-PARKS toll-free to reserve campsites at Wisconsin State Parks. The 

Nie) campsite reservation system will be staffed Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-10 p.m. and 
Pa a nt Saturday—Sunday, 9 a.m.—6 p.m. 

REINS 
A) Reservations can be made as long as 11 months in advance or as short as two 
ays days in advance, if campsites are still available. You can reserve up to six different 

y OS ea y dates or sites at any State Park statewide in one call! Reserve a specific campsite 

EL) <fe-= of let us find a space at available campsites in the parks of your choosing. 
EA = 

Hep bY = Reservations will cost $9.50 in addition to the nightly camping fees and park _. 
id admission fees. Once your reservation is booked and charged to your credit ; 

Z » card, you will receive an immediate confirmation number over the phone. j 7 

ZB Call 1-888-947-2757 pa! 
to book a Wisconsin State Park adventure. Wisconsin 

Sate Park System



Th i n k Now is a good time to order your 4 oe ELI & 
Wisconsin State Park vehicle CATR 

¢ a admission sticker. A visit to a \ ; C) 
§ P wh Ni és e state park, forest, recreation I —~ ee 

area or trail is a great | a \ rs 
e prescription to cure Spring y \ if: 

T h in k fever. p AY o 

s To make your Spring get-away ey a 
STAT eB even easier, you can order your Co 

me park sticker by phone. Simply have Saree 
Pp ARKS! your MasterCard or Visa handy and call A> 

| ae : @ 608-266-2181 today. aes 

é ; Wisconsin 
nly $18 for the entire year! Sle Park tem



yy SAS OO 
\af LY J YS 

Ki WAS Ws ha, 
{ NO AINSI MUD IN MARCH AAA NASA 
ACA) SYS yh cee 

A t} C a q X. SEND 4 By that is ae except barbwire. fe a ey in 

iN % RAY te Fe wind won’t quit and the town plow can’t defen 
: | SAK WSS) wn eae the road and resigns till morning knowing 

Fis) : \ Nike NY : Rg i fy hens Es j they'd rather not see the day. The week after de- 

Py ila, WAAR we Ve Gj ne KWeunyy voted to digging out and pushing back what a 
A eyes, vi ASE GE CREE TPN a . oe Sees | x \ eA NE RAL fj warm spell might do. 
so aaa pep ra i: \ A AQ NS . ye Ae AA mx by A March wind can chew a chimney top and 

Es fata LOS SO SS Peo SoM, «suck at the damper 20 feet down, banging it in 
Peo ae ee SSSR NR : Bee < 
Jef Ss CSS SAS Be cae eee SN the middle of the night like a prowler working 

Wl Me ae SR the lock. 
ue Secure” pa SONS es Me the EL I like March in empty barns out on the muck, 

ae eupaps ee DAY NSS SR ens . Pad 9 si 
eR ee 2g PS SS ee Wn se rs I the door slapping at snow flies, always too slow, 

bs SR A peo LE Rais Pom, ». . . 
< 4 : ir eS Se oe ax ef te too rusty to hit the tormenter. The timbers chafe 

: a Oe Be oe : : ‘ and groan, the barn whimpers and the nails lose 

F ee 3 another fraction. In the mow I heard the door 
ars) cS ee ON ieee : and thought to tie it down. I had it closed but the 

as ; h. : wind recoiled. Insulted, I hauled the line to have 

Ve nen mae ah Ae yy ue xe it, grabbed for twine to hobble the wind by 
iy i V2 aes NEE ob ek using one hand and half hitches. I knew it futile. 

cate vi PLE ae a ee y h ue CIM iP paket 9. : As my back turned, the door came undone with 

; Tih bigness ey “oe ES. ee Z sy dae i fa = March running off with the string in its mouth. 
Sf he Le Bs ENN BR ie a aati 
ihe 77 Gap os EN aS ae LATE > aes Fea Tn March cows lean on the farmer’s hands for 
Z (fa #4 oh Cea i ep Be xs cs a oe MERE We ig Pic eee warmth and cats born to prowl are home for the 

ja Lege tage Day A a rape ay Fin ek night instead of following the moon to the 
é Li wer hy es ‘ ages sh oe pa tsi Sete Na By j hedge. All winter these grim and stealthful cats 

Ae aes a Lg aa Naa a ar ee ieee were too proud to wind around the milkman’s 
Fe bled. meas page i & ae ‘ feet. March, they do not trust after dark. 

Hy ii, Wa) ees A PaeN he ie oem Of all the months, March is the most un- 

con Gia. ie OS peste et tamed. March unhitched Caesar and by the 
Del ed ' ie: jee ae . same ice of intrigue, March disconnects the 

ee ee Oe as (ES ee Oreims < eas lights and furnace fan, every farm cut adrift as 
a RS Eel its own lifeboat. March makes the roads impass- 
ee A SY “== =. able and everything primitive again. The house- 

TAL BN ot AS = — 
4 i ; 3 5s 5 “a Se oe hold marooned without microwave, no fridge, 

’ Be. fs e —— ae ~~ and, horror of horrors, no TV. How much worse 

ee canter 
i — oe ie SS a a 5 nie so a a _ No other month will try with such regularity 

SS a eS - +o a =  tostrand us without plumbing and lights. 
WSS > “sa ee ae 5 Oe: -gililiiaiad POSES A 

Sa i = Ne eee ee Ihave come to admire March that pours un- 
om 0 Nail Nese eee tena i ivi Ss . Se Se Be pees abated across the field. Driving paves and sleet, 

: nile IE SSS cs leg farther out a phosphor line. My neighbor’s barn 
ag . ; ee ice = riding the current bobs in the sea, its lights flash 

. Bo ae ee : a distress signal, founder and then go down as if 
<a al = Re eee ree as sunk by a U-boat somewhere in the March sea 

s oi a ea pres i : — = off the coast of winter. Oo 

IRF EE —_——___ EEE 
ee = Ei ne SS SE ssayjist Justin Isherwood writes from Plover, Wis. 

i = GS ee ee ae BE LE aa GEN ors en 
ge ee aa % 4 "gs oP aee 

: ghee ee et pe 
AES owe: tee ace “<i = ik y ei Ss 

Cae Se eee " RA SR Oo ie, oa = eae oe A g Pease. ae ons a ea SS a Fe a oP 

ee XL Rn ee A ea Be 2 Oe "Eggs (see 
RNS Aes ae a ine ne ee 

ee ne este Ree A 
PO oy Faas me ae ri oe 5 a 74 

Ae 3 Le “ona ge NS eee ey Ngee 7 
Sp oy a papi Nha gy ON A... : See gee kn ESE Apr1969 21 
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Deciding to maintain or remove aging dams 

has many owners weighing costs, public safety 2 

and the character of their communities. —* 
a > ad >, oA 

—— - 

Katherine Esposito p> cae aaa oat 

or much of this centu- [aera eee ae ee. “% ios =. 
ry, the striking red , 4 eS ee 1S ge 
sandstone canyon of ee ~ pane. ate 

the Iron River in Bay- ‘ m . pee ane * 
field County was invisible, ‘all 1 al Pes = ; ae 
blanketed by tons of packed . ace we. ee ee 
earth that comprised the as, wg x. eth. aa 
southern embankment of the _ es rn - waa ee Cae ae 
66-foot tall Orienta Falls dam. oe eg a ee Fide 

The dam was once an assid- gs ge a= ——. team! er 
uous producer of electricity, 2 i ge . oS Ps ae oe 4s — 
but its lake is now empty,asea 3 =~ a ee : = — x : ee ins peas em B < ; a of lush grass. All that remains ea . ee " eee a el Te Sen 
is a hulking concrete andiron === ge ey : “Sco 7a Sore ve a. Es 
behemoth with a slightly cast- aor ee eo = ee Be oe ge wee the Ss 

ff mi oe ee a wt tee ae fe) aS 1 Se bs ae ooh 2 aa “le ae 
The river’s fortune took a 9| ga = ee meee ° ae ee od 

dramatic turn the night of Sep- 8B © a Ws i Oy Pe er es 
tember 1, 1985, when a vicious $y 5 7 eas ie ogee 2 oa 5 
flood nearly toppled the dam. § Sigman mna a pte ee E oe Faia ee a ORE OE 
The deluge was chronicled the § fi (9 ee. ey te. k a ‘Ren. 5 

next morning in photographs The power of rushing water makes the risks in dam failures 

taken by employees of North- _ very serious to the environment and downstream development. _ well, including the one at the mouth of 
ern States Power (NSP), who faeeeneuen Stents Fa Teco Re Watcls the Iron River on Highway 13, where it 

circled helplessly in a heli- powerhouse. joins Lake Superior. Telephone service 

copter, watching as the raging (above) emnants\of the: powerhouse today: was cut, many roads and culverts were 

waters overwhelmed the earth washed away, and though no one died, 

embankment and bulldozed away the __ iron catwalk 10 feet overhead. two families downstream were evacuat- 

dam’s powerhouse walls. Watching, as It wasn’t just the dam that was de- ed for fear the whole dam would go. 

a floating island of downed trees con- _ stroyed that night, according to The | Mayor Dwight Johnson of Port Wing 

verged on the dam’s three open gates Evening Telegram, a local newspaper. _couldn’t even leave his house to check 

where a few gawky logshung up onthe At least three bridges came down as __ on the calamity — the rain dug a five- 
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foot pond in his driveway and deposit- There were other compelling rea- posed dam. Wisconsin had been autho- 

ed a tree there too, for good measure. sons, including rising community in- _ rized since 1839 to require ladders to 

terest in restoring free-flowing waterso help fish negotiate dams, but had 

nee fish could migrate upstream to spawn. _ rarely done so. A ladder never was in- 

A flood of contradictions As far back as 1939, before the dam was _ stalled at Orienta, but if history holds 

The flood brought down the Orienta constructed, anglers hailed the Iron _ any lessons, it may not have worked 

dam, but changing times prevented its River as “one of the very best trout anyway. 

repair. NSP couldn’t justify spending streams in the state.” They petitioned The decision to abandon the dam 

half a million dollars to rebuilda dam the state Public Service Commission to was not universally praised. David 

that generated only meager profits. require a “fishway” around the pro- Johnson, 46, a former fisherman now 
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Shier AE og Rm APT Ow > 2% : 
a Ne: VW Wags a Cae Poa) a oe studying to be a teacher, practically 

. aye ma "Be pa H is i, ape A growls when he talks about the lake 

’ vie tg te, ty~ hy a i ee Be . 
: e ws os a ae 8 We 4 fe se frontage behind the former dam. 

ec by : ie Se eek Xi o* % ee fats, a4 ‘If you like stumbling through tall 

Me Wi, is lest fe 2 ae "Sipe 4 a ph Bet iin «2 grass, it’s great,” he says. That’s what 

| ye” AC Pe Boy Mie: 9 fe Bar 3 aA now fills the flowage that once afforded 
oN pte “e Pg stih ae Bere i 7 i pe os s - Woh em LESS Johnson and his family many fetching 

nee, & wr ae aN ae ee : sunsets from their rustic log cabin on 
a on ae, wa, 2 the eastern shore. The much narrower 

i: : 4 3 ’ , Iron River runs before his porch now, 

vi pe ; ‘ but getting to it requires walking 
mr at opt % i i x oe x through 100 feet of waist-high grass. 

eee >». se He and several others can think of a 
an. Nester My aes 3 e hex oe “i, ane ngs : a dozen reasons to keep the dam, though 

a See 3 i 4 ea) Lem ae in the end Johnson’s principal fear is 

cae f € a ee that the value of 12 lake lots he bought 
ee aN) oo H i i 
ire ..® 10, t A in 1981 will plummet. 

te abe is Be ee sal ri ‘ae “It’s not a matter of wanting to [sell 
Amen cre Rr ES alae 7 : 

aes eR es I once MB OR oe ae z ote gb as eclts Ruane aan te 
gh - Pee oe a ie a. as ey ts i Ee aes ice ward an edge of thick woods just off the 
Mae a 6 ER, ae aa a Paes oe | cy Moet - ; are e e Ge as a cee ne ob a of oe (aueee §=6s new river channel, not far from his 

meme, a dig, og a > a : house. “It’s a matter of having to. This 
PRS Ge Sah yg SN RR os Piss So 8 a . 

MEMES Pe ck MM ee fC arpeeie. Se E was my retirement.” 
: ria ORES Oe erates "Ae ed kg: tug be A a oe D toh; 

meee OR BS ee ple er eryimey ee nian. cole ey Ras i yah Psa A ee BAe ee: et Gogaraernee ~~ 5 i ; : 
Beet sae en oe A oes ae Pe 4 a oe ful than most Wisconsin dams, but its 
x5 ee 4 ae ay Skewes | poe} See el ae Pa ses circumstances are hardly unique. There 

oe OR a - are an estimated 3,600 dams inthe state, 
, aaa Brat Ted Secor Rope SMM OL Aa aa Bos os ae es paws (oer Reo ae and each tells a story that often begins 

is Sa Bs Pes Rees seer cs « Ih Oe < 7 a eve. a a a } ae on See a om over a hundred years ago, when wood- 

a ork ay Ve ea 5S Ree ; : cutters and rivermen rafted a feast of 
: Pe lee ae tia oe 5 ae Eee ™ © raw timber to sawmills powered by the 
“ ‘ox Pat 2. SR ie =e EB Royer tops a cal , « 

he 8 Sak é aay Be = gs Macaca mer f dams’ cascading waters. Under the 1840 

as es i aa ne ems. S| a Se ng oe ie ee one Milldam Act, almost anyone could plug 

‘ ae ee ee See ,. ae ea es Si gy a creek for almost any reason. 

ame eee See ha a6 a ee eae ae Years later, bigger owners retrofitted 
eee eee Be Ae A OES ey oes ae eee ae 3 ws “sae! Shee oe j Rs fet SE ee Be ap ee <p od many dams to produce electricity for a 

Pat ae cee a ck cae ea ee eee Sf 

(pie, aR Gee le) Se Soh, rg caper eT Sige SS OND, eager Se ea ae eae eee 
FERN uso Ea DW Sake ta ae ON Ne ae. ee RR a ee CO eae 

Cy en ee ae ae a as ee ee 
BOE NE cn See Ste GEN SO ep INES eS 
Pay Pee SA Fee, AP SG ES ie iy a | Te | 
AOS Te FA OEY END oS AEM Oe ee ll en a 
a ee SAD ee 5 ee ne BEET Ce oie fe we E ia pecans 

i ae nee a sate MR WER ee dd oe ee ; ite 1 ge 
EOP we eee oa Ee”. a ass Re Ae? tal ie fie RT SS EE ee ae mig | i a Le ke ee eee 

: Pe at t ae S Fa ieee eam LS < al Eee fi Sos. eae ey 

Wi Pe Ma ay oat aa Sage may BM 1 IG ee. ie 
m3 FOV tence ban 3 ape (tee PR, IP ee ea pe Ad CLA ee | ae 

BY eg Es ae | me See 2» =< By bd EG aka ie hare 
a rai Pe ibe ox cata ine ates Fe. ae a St eae eS KS 

PE iG" AN See! Do oer eg aT”  B ‘3 eg eee SE 
Pe CE . ean naa Sle We bate eee fee 
BS le Sg ae WON Ras ee rE 
SI, 3 Mites ae ices, Se 2S te 9g Koy | Re >: Je. Mey Lo eee | 

ci iO oa ai: Or aa 4 = ey Bee ry eS saps “A Ng aes 

ee ee gk RRO ae ae a 
i et aithe: O SG aa I I Oe, mm, 2 

. wae yj tee one 3 Speni “We ein, Wee _ part ess RTGS 6 ee pa Oe a px nN 7 Si bs! ur g (above) Where the earth was scoured away at 
, ae Pinas 9 . Rane so ene > ye gfe > Orienta, only sandstone cliffs are now exposed. 

2 P e ne Bee ppt, orn seer aan. eh SO ak Zh yy. Q (left) Since the impoundment drained, the Iron 
} ae Pe Ea est ors ee ie eal oD 4 wth cae ee 7 River returned to its natural, narrower channel. 

a aN ee BS is ea TP ae Pd Die ake Pi & “Shoreland” owners like Dave Johnson found that 

i oe ee Bk XN ie ve Seay an ve < ie E their lakeside lots are now separated from the 
* ‘ F cs water by more than 100 feet of grass and shrubs. 
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growing society. Two hundred dams ___ since 1968 by Monroe County, was now _ selves: Green Bay Packers tickets were 

produce power even today. But the eco- _ seen as a danger. raffled, a local liquor store gave money 

nomical dams are now in the minority. In 1996, the county had hired divers, to the cause and a woodworker even 

Most dams fulfill different human who swam under the dam and discov- fashioned birdhouses out of donated 
needs. ered deteriorated, stuck gates and cedar, giving the profits to the group. 

The shallow lakes they create, shim- cracked concrete, confirming what The onslaught worked. Despite 
mering ona sunny day aside grassy DNR dam safety inspectors had told some misgivings, county board super- 

shoreside parks where crappies bite at | them seven years earlier. By the next __ visors finally voted in favor of the pro- 

fishing lines, defined the towns that de- _ spring, Angelo Pond had been drained _ject, and repair bids came in lower than 

veloped around them. An outpost with __ by state officials who feared a big flood _ expected. By last July, lush grass was 
a creek became a town witha heart;a would topple the dam and cause dam- —_ growing on Angelo’s banks and a con- 

place for family reunions, football tosses age downstream. struction crane was poised to start work 
and quiet contemplation. The cost to fix the dam was estimat- _ the next day. 

Over the decades, through countless _ed at well over a million dollars — to But cases like Angelo’s beg a ques- 

picnics and evening strolls, one genera- pull it down would cost half that tion: How do places as small as Angelo 
tion replaced another, and as memories amount. And it wouldn’t be the first and its big sibling Monroe County end 
of their former cool, swift stream grew time money had flowed to the aging —_ up with sucha troublesome mess? 

dim, the dams began to slowly rot _ millpond — dredging had cost $200,000 When Wisconsin was young, it 

away. As long as the aging structures might have been sensible 

held water, many owners found more « ice. eae to allow almost anyone to 

pressing problems to spend money on. ee ae Ly tts Sis build and own dams. Con- 
But anyone who assumes that a feast Rg eM aa Sina tinuing the tradition has 

washout like the Orienta Dam is too 3 en ea ae | fostered some big prob- 
fluky to worry about doesn’t know agen uesras=u=eetmetn Ig ISiorse aaliadet © y — lems and an interesting 
dams, engineers say. “In a state, in a re- , i Wane 4 ? te ue ae i continuum. On the one 

gion, in a country, a 100-year flood oc- tae sabia saa, | — end are decrepit dams 
curs many times every year,” says Mar- wm re ee ia He = ~whose owners can’t be 
tin McCann, the director of the National“ cn a : es ‘3 ae found and often don’t 
Performance of Dams Program at Stan- eC Lo nae Fk. eal care. At the other extreme 
ford University. Even minor flood dam- bam el ‘we... are big businesses with 
age upsets the ecology of a stream, Be lee 2 money and firm expecta- 

dumping sediment that destroys [igs ? css SS Se tions, like Northern States 
spawning grounds. Preventing that is d a ¥ Power and International 
part of the state’s public trust responsi- on Paper in Merrill, who are 
bility, says Meg Galloway, the Wiscon- i) i e > ready to sell or remove 

sin DNR’s dam safety chief. “Any struc- Ce esa g% their dams. In the middle 
ture we allow to alter these waters I Hh i eh % are ordinary citizens and 

should be built, operated, and main- | ib 5 2 small, strapped govern- 

tained to minimize any consequences,” fe CORN ena z ments, who feel their his- 

she says. “= tory with a passion where 

Owners of decaying dams confront Rese te Date Bale belsea tat gee.Cem anda, others see little moze than 
two choices — fix them up or take them _ hamlet, and they raised funds to fix it. The costs to repair and a large watering hole. 
out. In West Bend, Baraboo, and in St. maintain aging dams are often much higher than the costs to “T can see why people 

: remove them. 
Croix County’s Willow River State would say why spend so 

Park, after years of hand-wringing, re- much to save a lousy 

moval was finally chosen. The residents in 1978 and other dam repairs were pond,” said Angelo resident Gerry 

of Angelo, a tiny hamlet of 50 people al- — made in 1980. Neumann, whose second son had been 
ready struggling to maintain their her- Angelo residents, caught unawares, among the last to attend Angelo’s local 

itage, faced the same choices. quickly formed a fund-raising group, school. “If you lived here, you would.” 
The unincorporated village used to _ Rehabilitation of the Angelo Pond, Inc., 

house both a school and a shallow _and began to lobby the county for more IMAORACeLa oun tst 
millpond, but in the summer of 1998, it | money. Older neighbors who’d grown 

boasted neither. Its 60-pupil elementary up catching bluegills and crappies in _ Ironically, dam owners themselves have 
school had been absorbed years before the warm pond waters now started _ always held the reins. Fish or no fish, 
by the much larger Sparta district; the writing to their elected county officials, | most dams are welcome to stay, provid- 

remaining attribute, a little dam built at urging them to help pay for needed re- _ing owners act responsibly and fix them 

the time of Wisconsin’s birth but owned pairs. And they raised some them- when needed. And the DNR hasn’t ex- 
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actly breathed fire on recalcitrant own- _ gineer Dick Knitter. In Tomah one night dead,” said Knitter, now retired from 

ers. Agency files are full of decades-old _ years ago during an eight-inch deluge, _ the DNR. “I thought the water was 

correspondence with owners over dam _ he found himself in a life jacket, braced _ going to take out the railroad bridge 

problems. As DNR has experienced against 11/2 feet of water rushing over _ below.” 

budget cuts, the agency has lost ground _ the top of the Tomah Lake dam, franti- The colossal press of water against 

in staffing to oversee dam safety. If the _ cally trying to hoist rusted gates witha _ the dam’s walls was a stress that count- 

screws are finally twisted, it’s because crane borrowed froma cranberry com- _ ed against its longevity, according to 

authorities are trying to avoid unex- _ pany. During the rain’s early stages, | Martin McCann. So he included it on 

pected disasters like the Orienta failure. _ local officials had said the dam was his list of significant problems that 

The big dam on the Iron River safe; two hours later Knitter learned —_ occur at United States dams. McCann is 

wasn’t poorly maintained. Seepage _ that the gates were indeed stuck, and he _ building an Internet library of dam con- 

from the embankment that washed out raced from Madison to help. The dam _ ditions to help prevent future failures. 

had been seen during more frequent in- didn’t break, but a hospital delivery | He estimates that as many as 2,000 

spections in years past and Northern room downstream was swamped with dams a year experience some sort of se- 

States Power had attended to most _ three feet of water from the overtop- _ rious event that makes them weaker. 

problems. They’d replaced boards and _ ping. Dozens of Wisconsin dams are on 

cables in the mid-1970s, and fixed stop It was a ghastly experience, he said. __ the list, including Tomah, Briggsville, 

logs and piers in the early ‘80s. “Tf I’d slipped, I would have been Linnie Lac and Hatfield, which failed in 

And the flood that hit it lacked the 

sustained punch of the 1993 floods, : Teste 

when nine dams in Wisconsin came en ae 
down or were damaged. The 1985 ee 
emergency at Orienta was entirely local, one <8 k 

a tremendous storm that deluged the 

watershed but raised few eyebrows REET EO r cite arm : 
elsewhere. oa ee Ria FT LO SOUT 2 pane amet energy 

Much pressure could have been re- iS ee wa eee : z . RSS Paurhveh Wn aa <a PURO a RRA Nat ah Spin ii tao hia alelccaliians | 
lieved if the floodgates had been § Leek eee Be en ECE iii ee Cae ae oie 
opened when the Iron River rose. But ee Peta. BP Nees is occ Lee ere BAER is 

i Ss j Re Se ae cui uy sine Rail COTA A eee Oka Ras Ban nae Ni en cay rs 
farming half-century old cranks while ae ee besieged by a swirling maelstrom of Byaeeei=e Po oa CAT RTE El Morten ee ie sige Boe ee icy ‘ eo ES ENS CIEE GS Sa a a Re eR gt ea re Sh rapids and downed logs can be down- sean Sea ee a ee ae Se Had idol 
right dangerous and sometimes impos- Sa Sea Pe co ea Fara tre a cata Laie Ns Te A aReS  d bes 

ble i , Po oe Dita am i Ni 
sible if the gates haven’t been operated [i Se LA elie ata) i Ae Tae) i] eM ve ae WON aa . Peiehecireiah INANE ea RAC LR WU A A API ied ah) Rl ete On eRe regularly. Merely getting to a dam can ae ay in as ey AY Ce ae va " ae ee x 

TASES eis ue TSR RES IAI CRY Ser, hue a rea) Wee Uli cies 
prove insurmountable. ae a ee es, Cte a) etal abet tek aa We SK, Ak roa Pan RoE CRs So | NOIR Ae emia MOE aR, ay) ARE nS 

Just ask former State Dam Safety En- gs Bde Si oo ee Ts ma Oa a ois pat 
By RO CU AME ame ie aoe ala Se 
au eee > pea Pease ea nee ENO yg Bore, Vasey 

fae (te “Ban VES ee wee ops ee & 
ae i EN een BO gee at eerie ic Ar A) She SN eal ae 

by, ae pA Si salah NS geet Mh FN ree , Ge Se Soe fe Ses were : bie ‘tec th Sie 72 es pe a 
Aue, ey ir ee ieee a en ERS (ge eit ee es Ve I tM 

Sas a Note eee ‘ AES phe ae aS) fi 
Sp ae : oe erat een. ee ey eK JOON 

; - 3 Fo cag o~ eae Vie Pcs gac tole Ae oe eee eres 

eats pee : : = oo AA Lye ge ee GI) iS dios eine ee: oe 2st, ON ee cent Se pe ey 

ae F 5 a ey seh a Se ef Be LAY Si 7) Sg a. Mee : ra ae eee ee A ATRAS ot) ERI Dec 

be! Ul ae : ie mM Dy Yes ae mk oo ere = 

Qi. ee oF i phegs s ri ale ee tine oO <a ea yh ae ee 
© aN ink os i tee © ae ee ea MN, CS TN Re as sonia OE 
5 a ee Eo eine ieee Per 
te ie eee” A ee ee OLS, yee He ORG a ee Ame OW ee oe | Zan 
Ee ee aia yas eR al one Sa eee seme oy NS mer Sees NO OS ae 4s < 
2S ae ae Pa ees LS = ON andl AK ae aie BSS saset el g 
5S FEB oe esa En BR ese geen \ CI | BAO oo Se eek ye a Bae S POISE Sone eee Nes OAR cee cede NB Se ee "ies. 2 Sp ae ey NG 

The land does recover after dams are removed. Re Bi he cs aE. Pa Ne. Sy rt Vr Ae y 
~ : ‘me Z 3 ee ee, a Es ‘ A ‘ Zz 

(above) The summer after the Mounds Dam was E ig SF, cs cA RR 3 Be EA a>: nF a ps \/ at a = 

removed from the Willow River, (right) the former 7 W MS ge NS NE eo oe ao z 
lake bed filled in with wild oats and grasses. ie, = ole Sal TSM NMR EN SD CTs A ee % & 
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DAM REPAIR/REMOVAL 

A way around dams 
iver ecologists call it a “window of opportunity:” a dams. These came in exchange for reassurances that no one 

R= or two when conservation-minded citizens can __ would later thwart their relicensing application. 
make a case for improving the environment around But at a different hydroelectric plant, the Prairie du Sac 

a given dam or, in some cases, pulling the dam out altogeth- dam on the Wisconsin River, owned by Alliant Energy, con- 
er. In either case, the usual goal is to restore fish habitat. servationists have not been so fortunate. The utility has re- 

The “window” opens in two ways: when a community _ fused to consider installing passage to help the paddlefish 
ponders rebuilding a deteriorated move over the dam, and the Federal 

dam, or when a hydroelectric plant ve oy fe “) Energy Regulatory Commission has 
needs a new federal license. ; 1 Ly ay, Z ya \_ indicated it agrees with them. 

The case for change has surfaced / i a Loe’ (a At state-regulated dams, which are 

because fish biologists now know that — ih es. ay a usually on smaller rivers than the big- 

it’s more than just the famous Pacific —— a ah ee ger hydro dams, DNR dam safety staff 

and Atlantic salmon that have long Sa | Ve Aa Bee Ve fyi in the last few years have suggested 
had the doors closed in their faces ey —— f , Ae ws fe) that some communities facing high 

when dams are built. Bass, walleye, a | f t “ee x ? “Mees, dam repair bills either remove the 

even the bewhiskered channel catfish eee Ma Eo, A, Jams or entertain the idea of installing 
need more room to roam. And big fish ——_ /) Fe GO ai es fish passage, citing the statute of the 
such as the threatened Wisconsin © 7 "7%.  —_ oy a early 1800s that gave the state the au- 
River paddlefish, lake sturgeonand a ys 4 : oe ve 1 thority to require them. 

walleye in the Menominee River have "iS pea a pe a Though the authority has been 

been stymied for years from reaching oe ed egg awe = there, the precedent has not. Most vin- 
. S : Pee EE i . ’ 

the far-flung tributaries where their § ee Vie es pe tage fish passage devices were poorly 

ancestors once spawned. ee: a an ie on 2 conceived and sometimes not even 
“Many people have felt our Mid- on es San = completed. Most never worked. Last 

western river fish don’t move,” said ay Ff ies ee ee a bs 1 y fall, DNR Secretary George Meyer de- 

Tom Thuemler, a DNR fish biologistin @ aia : : i ij & cided that the entire issue needed to 

Rhinelander. “In the past 20 years, as ey $ be examined and updated, in order to 

we've begun to do many more move- _ eteriorating masonry at a dam. Of Wisconsin's present a consistent approach. And 

ment studies, and we’ve shown that 3,500 dams, fewer than 200 generate electricity last month, the agency did decide to 

that isn’t the case. And [dams have] oy ee require a fishway at the Brodhead 

blocked their movement patterns.” Dam on the Sugar River, citing both 
With Orienta, flood damage cracked open the window _ improved technology and a host of fish and mussel species 

of opportunity a little. On intact hydro dams, the chance to _ that would benefit. 

help fish comes once every 30-50 years when dams are reli- John Lyons, a DNR fish biologist with many years’ expe- 
censed: federal law now requires that environmental issues _ rience studying the ecology of rivers around dams believes 

be treated equally with economic ones. Additionally, the that more research could eventually lead to devices that 
USS. Fish and Wildlife Service may mandate in certain cases _ will work on the larger hydro dams that will probably 

that a fish ladder be installed on a dam at some future date. | never come down. The WEPCo agreement to pay for re- 
One big utility, Wisconsin Electric Power Company _ search near the Michigan border is a case in point, he said. 

(WEPCo), with a total of 16 hydroelectric dams in the Fish passage on smaller dams has met with some suc- 

Menominee River Basin and several other rivers in the cess, though not tried often in Wisconsin. At those, Lyons 

state’s northeast corner, met with government staff and pri- _ asks, “why not just bring back the river?” 
vate citizens for two years before beginning dam relicens- “People don’t know what our river systems used to be 
ing attempts. In the end, WEPCo agreed to improve condi- _ like,” he said. “Wisconsin has [thousands of] natural lakes. 

tions at several dams, pay for research to build better __ Let's leave our rivers alone.” 

passageways for big fish like sturgeon, and remove three 

1993 and caused millions of dollars in where 125 people downstream died. Or But few people actually do — even 

damage. the failure of the Kelly Barnes damin the federal government. Not until 1996 

Nationally, greater catastrophes oc- _ Georgia in 1977, where 39 died. “Those did Congress approve a multi-million 

curred in other states, such as the Buffa- | numbers are worth remembering,” Mc- _ dollar plan to encourage states to im- 

lo Creek dam in West Virginia in 1972, | Cann said. prove their dam safety operations. Back 
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in 1978, Washington’s only response De ae re . ae The state-owned Mounds Dam 

was to begin a massive national ef- oe Oe ~ aft 2 a was removed from the Willow River 
fort to inspect privately owned dams f Se a hea: ai 4 : a year ago for $170,000, a fraction of 

with the biggest potential for down- [ARBM\ G4 4 |__| 1 the cost of repairing it. Another dam 
stream disaster. Those dams com- [aaa as oa -~, downstream was removed in 1992, 
prised 9,000 of about 100,000 dams [RRRREN a ee |= restoring several miles of cold trout 
nationwide. pate ee . we male jm water. 

Those results, as well as several : OS ee — od - No one lived alongside those 

other surveys, showed that fully a i : mee ay eis a a Po E dams, nobody next door worried 

third of the inspected dams had de- 4 ee y) | yo == about losing a scenic lake view or 

teriorated severely. The existing ea bs 7 y oo gy ~ fretted whether their property values 

strategy of allowing states to police ee a ee a would drop. But in West Bend in the 
their dam safety programs without [Rgie=- i sists seer early 1980s, those were exactly the 

any federal oversight was resulting eases sac = sc —) Vo), concerns laid in the lap of newly 
ina frightening mishmash of ap- (Bg = So ie ~ 0 elected Mayor Michael Miller. A 
proaches. Many states had inade- | See Se es As, 8 price tag of $3 million for an over- 

quate dam safety programs — if any Ae ee Sag 2 haul of the city’s 110-year-old 
— and too few staff. Often there : SE ee = Woolen Mills dam prompted some 

were no uniform guidelines for the [guess ase = cs ae g in government to search for an alter- 

design, construction, operation, and A favorite pastime — fishing below a dam.The most likely RENN 
maintenance of dams. problems with dams, like bridges, are in the underwater They found one. Today, an expan- 

Each state’s governor was givena__ Portions that we can't see. “Once they are built, you don’t sive municipal park known as the 
: : want to forget about them.” — Edward Fitzgerald, State i . 

report on the inspections and en- Dept. of Transportation Engineer River Walk grows in place of the 

couraged, but not required, to up- mucky impoundment. New bridges 

grade those deteriorating dams. By __ years have been sidelined, and only a _link the banks of the Milwaukee River, 

1982, only 1,000 dams had received any third of large dams have the required and smallmouth bass draw more an- 

attention. By 1997, little had changed. emergency action plans, which contain __glers than the bottom-feeding carp ever 

Ironically, following a spate of telephone numbers and addresses of _ did. 

bridge failures and accompanying fatal- | people downstream. Gone is the silence of a shallow, still 

ities in the 1970s, Congress took a differ- “Any dam has the potential to fail at lake, Miller said. “You can see and hear 

ent tack. Officials were alarmed enough any time,” Galloway says. “Part of our __ the river,” he said. 

to push through a stringent mandatory job is to identify where the conse- Woolen Mills was taken out for 

inspection and repair program that con- quences are more significant.” $500,000 in 1988, and Miller credits his 

tinues to this day. park and recreation department for cre- 

Edward Fitzgerald, a state Depart- alternative tonvorr ating the River Walk idea, which is now 

ment of Transportation civil engineer, Y drawing casual strollers and even visi- 

likens the needs of dams and bridges. _ The nice thing about removing adamis tors from afar, including some with 

“Once they’re built, you don’t want to __ that once it’s done, neither state inspec- sticky dam issues in their own commu- 

forget about them,” he said. “The _ tors nor local owners have to worry _ nities. 

biggest problems with bridges are the about it anymore. Money more than “People are less likely to object to 
problems we can’t see. And that’s un- _ ecology may be driving those decisions, dam removal if you have a plan,” said 

derwater.” The same is true of dams,ac- _ but conservationists aren’t arguing. Miller recently. “I think it added enor- 

cording to officials. Says Sara Johnson, the former director mous value to West Bend, in terms of 

Compared with many other states, _ of Wisconsin’s River Alliance: “It’s real- _ recreation.” And the River Walk didn’t 

Wisconsin has been a leader indam ly great to have a rare opportunity _ hurt property values either, according 

safety, having begun in 1986 to require | where the economics of it are so much __ to the city assessor's office. 

inspections of large dams once a_ in favor of the resource.” West Bend citizens who now support 

decade. But that’s small consolation to Last year, on a blisteringly hot July — what was done tell the true story, Miller 

state Dam Safety Engineer Meg Gal- _ day, my son revived himself in the cool, _ said. “A few years later, many people 

loway. As workload increased, dam _ rushing waters of the restored Willow _ have contacted me, saying how pleased 

safety staff were given extra tasks, di- _ River in St. Croix County. Itcame aftera _ they were we took out the dam. It’s a 

luting their abilities to oversee dams. day mostly spent exploring the shores __real [city] asset.” he said. Oo 
Many dams should be receiving their —_ of tranquil, occasionally scummy dam = 2 __________ 

second inspection around now, she impoundments with his mom and _ Staff Writer Katherine Esposito covers natur- 
says; almost half haven’t even been _ brother. Asked which kind of water he anne sestles fram 
looked at once. Public dam safety work- _ preferred, he never hesitated: “This 

shops that used to be held every two __ kind.” 
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continued from page 2 

Several species are found around the bubble even functions like a primitive __ sion. Their eight eyes pick up the slight- 

northern hemisphere. At least three __ gill, absorbing dissolved oxygen and est movement, have good depth per- 
species (all belonging to genus Do- _ dissipating carbon dioxide. The spider ception, and function well in both 
lornedes) are commonly found in Wis- | can stay beneath the surface for more _ bright and dim light. 

consin, along streams and on ponds __ than half an hour. The fishing spider hunts the fron- 

and lakes. They may stray tiers of two very different 

some distance from water, [UM a eT: ae et Bag a habitats: water and land. Its 
moving over shoreside and |i | hate a ee. fen We e ah unusual adaptations for mov- 

emergent vegetation. To a fish- [i ™ wey 7 ay ee a _ ing and breathing allow it to 
ing spider, docks and bridges QR yy wi fh a a ae : 4 a function efficiently in both en- 
are just another kind of tree, w \ | : a. eo im. . \ a vironments, tapping into food 
suitable for hunting food and a "5 ee ee a sources and eluding enemies. 

quick escape route from ene- he o py) ee _# The abundant insect life 
mies. The spiders can run ‘ yi Sy Caner ae hatching from the water — 
down prey on land or solid pat Pas ¢ Fae Coe mayflies, caddis flies, stone- 
surfaces like any hunting spi- Soe a flies, etc. — are vulnerable to 
der. They can also chase prey eS ae ee a nu a fishing spider skimming 

on the water’s surface and S Bias ea eer "across the surface. It will occa- 

even dive beneath the surface r : aes: ~~ sionaly eat a small fish or tad- 
to capture prey or escape ene- : \ ee ~ pole. Yet scampering up a 
mies. : i: reed (or dock support) will 

Each of the spider’s eight : " take the spider out of reach of 
legs is tipped with a hy- a hungry bass. 

drophobic fluid that repels 8 We admire the fishing spi- 

water. Touched on the water ® der’s versatility with an un- 

surface, the foot forms a tiny 8 dercurrent of fear and repul- 

depression or dimple; but it A female fishing spider. These brawny but light arachnids are really sion, given its huge size. In our 
doesnot penetrate the water. equipped — water-repellent fluid on their legs allows them to scoot on top hypocrisy, Preideentitie OK 

of the water. Their sharp eyes spy prey on land and under water. , 

By kicking the eight dimples for vertebrates like us to eat an 

with powerful strokes, the spi- invertebrate. But here is an in- 

der skims across the surface. Fishing spiders do not build webs to _ vertebrate that occasionally eats verte- 

By scuttling down the stem of acat- catch their prey, although they may use _ brates. That's a bit chilling. Or, as Corey 

tail or other water plant, the spider can _ their silk to make egg cases for incubat- muttered under his breath, “Disgust- 

even escape or hunt below the surface. _ ing their babies and protecting them for _ing!” Oo 

The hairs of its abdomen trap a silvery some time after hatching. Unlike some —= —___________ 

bubble of air so the spider can breathe  web-weaving spiders that are nearly Don Blegen photographs and writes about 
if it were wearin, lung. This blind, fishing spiders have excellent vi- natiire fromesperns Valley, Wis: as i ere wearing an aqualung, h ig Sp’ 

Tecadevn titty 
GOOSE TRACKERS grams in the country. It provides service in educating the public on _ taking root, sustainable forestry, 

Thank you for using a photo of valuable knowledge regarding poor forest management prac- where forests are managed for 

Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary on the health and overall condition tices by some timber harvesters species diversity, watersheds, 

the December cover and includ- of the geese, allows a long-term and the destruction they can soils and wildlife, as well as tim- 

ing the sanctuary in your story on _ population study and tracks their _cause. ber. The forest is viewed more 
urban geese. As the director of migratory patterns. In my view, the same factors like an organism that is interrelat- 

the sanctuary for the past 29 Ty Baumann that drove timber companies to ed to water, wildlife, soils and 

years, I know every inch of the Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary completely destroy the white pin- climate. Wisconsin Natural Re- 

grounds and the instant I saw the Green Bay ery in northern Wisconsin during _ sources can take the next step by 

cover, I knew it was a photo of the 1800s, greed and ignorance, publishing future articles on this 
one of our ponds. : SUSTAINING FORESTS continue to operate today. Na- new forestry. 

One of our programs that co- Katherine Esposito’s story on tional forests have been reduced Jeff Haas 

incides with your story is our Wisconsin woodlot owners who to fragmented patches of mono- Reno, Nev. 
yearly goose banding program. It have been duped by unscrupu- cultures interspersed by wide 
began in 1965, making it one of lous loggers (“Stumped by a open spaces due to clearcutting. Sustainable forestry techniques 

the lengthiest geese tracking pro- __ sale,” October 1998) does a great A new forestry philosophy is are actively incorporated in Wis- 
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problem is not unique to Wiscon- _ years ago. I was hunting with 

sin and should not be treated as buddies in Langlade County be- 

such. tween Lily and Pickerel. I didn’t 

Alan Burchell get hooked on deer hunting until 

Ray, Minn. my early 20’s and this was my 
2 second season. My first year I 

l ae r OID top vu Canada geese in the wild or the had gotten a nice aaa 
city are still viewed as wild wa- on opening day and I was sur- 

terfowl and are protected nation- prised the second year to shoot a 
Lp) wide. You are absolutely right nice forkhorn buck. 

vey 1-800-678-9472 that the issue is not unique to Like “Gramps,” my shot 
Wisconsin, it’s prevalent in many _ wasn’t very long and the buck 

urban areas in the United States went down in a heap. I poked it a 
=< ht m / | and Canada. We stated that haz- couple of times and rolled it over 

1h www.wnrmag.com ing techniques, addling eggs, re-__ onto its back. The deer’s eyes 
pellents, fencing and other con- were closed and I figured it was 

trol techniques had been effective dead. My buddy showed up, of- 
. in many other communities. fered to do the gutting and start- DAD econ RUN CTT cette Processing geese for food ed to poke the ea 

shelters is plausible, but not uni- knife. The deer tried to get up, I 
P.O. Box 7191 formly accepted, and those ani- had the hind legs and fey ee 

: mals must be tested as safe food somehow draped over its front 
Madison, W1 53707-7191 sources. Social acceptance is shoulders. ie of us dared to 

more difficult. In the Midwest, let go and grab a rifle as one of 
where waterfowl hunting is more _us could never have held that an- 

consin management projects, on toa stout line without ahook  ©2”mon, geese may be welcome _imal down. The deer continued 
forestry projects, master plan- and throw it to the bottom of a at food shelters. In large Eastern to thrash around, but we finally 
ning and our educational pro- lake or river. We'd land the bull- “ities, where urban dwellers are won out. 
grams. We produced a poster/in- head, pull the bait from its gullet /¢58 accustomed to eating wild When we examined the ani- 
sert to discuss these concepts in and we were ready to go for the game, clients at food shelters mal more closely, we found my 
October 1995 and a subsequent next one. have refused to eat this excellent shot had just grazed the antler at 
discussion of integrated ecosys- Thanks for the good time in source of lean, tasty protein. the base and caused a slight 
tem management techniques in that story. Clearly a mixtur € of techniques wound. ' : 
December 1996. Joseph P. Byrne and approaches is warranted as ; I ended up with a torn zipper 

Carlsbad, Calif. each community decides how to in my jacket, some sore ribs, a 
AROUND, NOT manage its urban wildlife popu- _ few bruises and a nice 
ACROSS CITY GEESE lations. buck...plus a lot more hunting 
About your December back “Making peace with geese,” (De- BUCK TALES knowledge. 
cover, visitors to Squirrel River cember 1998) seemed to view Rodney J. Schmidt, Sr. 
Pines State Natural Area will be the Canada goose as overly pro- _‘I thoroughly enjoyed “The But- Bloomer 
disappointed if they are looking tected like the “sacred cow” in ternut buck.” (December 1998) It 
for red pines “up to seven feet in far eastern countries. All cities refreshed a vivid memory of a 

diameter.” It is a peaceful spot, have laws against raising live- similar experience I had 35-40 
but those trees are seven feet in stock within the city limits. Pro- 

circumference, not diameter. tecting geese has given them 
Fortunately the area wasn’t free-ranging ae status. RAISE YOUR GLASS 

hit by strong storms and blow- The birds live clean and can . 
Fae that ce passed through avoid their own contamination ae 5 Drinking Water Week is celebrated the 
fiearent under normal conditions. Hu- rs 6 first full week each May and this year 
Michael Vogt mans and other creatures might FS marks the 25th anniversary of the Safe 

Elm Grove pick up diseases from their , __ Drinking Water Act. From May 2-8 schools, | 
wastes. libraries and community organizations will be 

BULLHEAD Minnesota has gathered ex- encouraged to recognize drinking water as one of 
MEMORIES cess urban geese and processed our most precious resources. Educational materials distributed 

Your October article “No Bull” them for food shelters. This meat worldwide as The Blue Thumb Project will recount the value 
brought back memories of fish- is as pure or more so than any of drinking water, recall our history to rid our water supplies of 

ing in my favorite state. I’ve standard processed domestic ani- infectious diseases, and share simple Upst6 conserve water at 
fished Lone Lake in Washburn mal. home, in communities, and in businesses. 

County since 1930! The article didn’t take into To learn more about how Drinking Water Week can be | 

Back in the thirties we would —_ account the great wealth of infor- celebrated in Wisconsin schools and communities, call (608) 
obtain beef and chicken parts, mation about urban geese from 266-8172 or e-mail matthm @ dnr-state.wi.us. 
the smellier the better, tie them Minnesota and other areas. The 
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if. i Abele &f i We ; pie enet Fs 
dd yy Val A i\ Vy f}. A ae ‘i a \\ in the area offer a fascinating third oldest city in Wisconsin, 

mie | Oe ‘ V4 F fi \ ay hi oe Ay 1 a ) @\\\\ view of Wisconsin’s earliest where the restored log and stone 
j i 4 a. } 4 \ fF 4 ie. ‘ \\ \ days. Feuding lead miners homes of Cornish lead miners 

yf Hs Be r] ON war bye = 49) \%\\ James Hardy and Moses Meek- __ now house museums and shops. 
f Fi Wa ae i bo ee Pr prompted some wisecrack- On the corner of Front and State 

ay T ee ee 7) ing pals to name the area streets stands the first Odd Fel- 
Fi tes a aa —_ — et mi ae around the Point of Beginning —_ lows Hall built west of the Al- 

aa si as \ || “Hardy’s Scrape” in the leghenies, in 1838. 
| | it | By 1820s. Later, the place be- History, nature, worship, 
a 3 1 4; came known as “Hard Scrab- commerce — you'll enjoy hitting 

ia ( ] | s ul ble.” And in 1838, when up- the high points around the Point 
¢ et to | fi Ee Ol I } i } standing folk incorporated the __ of Beginning. For a copy of the 

‘a a ;, town, they chose genteel guide, go to the source. Write to 

i J Bien spre day, i thick oak post through the 1 | Hazel Green as the name POB Heritage Area, Southwest- 

E = : 4 for their community. The ern Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Mi when all is fresh and § 3 center. Here the public land ba : ss nae 4 . 
} x bi 5 7} | town has several historic Commission, 1 University Plaza, ‘ green and new, is the #494 surveys began in 1832 and it } buildi includi jase 426 K: Libs Platt 

perfect time to go back to the (7 would continue until comple- J), OUNCINSS, Including a Classic Dn geo oud 
dnd Es eat ite! 5 mode Opera House built in the ville, WI 53818. Or 

beginning — Wisconsin’s be- ( §§ tion in northern Wisconsin in rE 1890s, call (608) 

singing aw Cate a'° : : Near Blanchardville em 340-1014. were digging mines around The boundaries of each Hike function Ob EiEh THE POINT OF BroINNING 
Dickeyville instead of “¥} Wisconsin county, city, vil- _ oN . “ . a ne eS | 

PPh srstingrsesin Cation, PAM es townstip farm, EP) ve 78 Nowhand SIR 
Just south of Hazel Green, road, lake and stream were | | erie ae » F Be ae ener ct | 

where the fourth principal mapped from this point. \ ft ie ‘en : ha on a Re ne eet | 

moe ee State surveyors dug up A) eee am, ee Vane." 
“#@ nois/Wisconsin border, you'll (a8 what remained of the old oak \ | pee = aA Se Sion ta Eee ess SSF y a a ki 

find Wisconsin’s Point of Be- post in the 1970s and replaced Hi} )) ii 2 5 ‘ ee . ean \evy Be 
ginning — the spot from it with a modern concrete i a aaa ut ‘i y a a mee iL 
which U.S. government sur- marker. Travelers today will ti Be a aa ith eta de a an ia 
veyor Lucius Lyons began to find a historical signpost along : ee fc ee i ‘ ey eee 5 S ee 

i mark out the sections of land Highway 80 about a half-mile #7) em © i: ee aa ae Lg ee ja 
| Pe that would later become the west of the actual point. ie ne ee i 2 i Ce ee pe 
Pile state of Wisconsin. _, The Point of Beginning isa OE ee eee Onae ane a i as a 
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