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repert of operations among Indians of southwest..._.....__. ... .. .. 211 320
No. 31 A. Report of same, relative to Special Agent Sales’s visit to Pah-
e o e i 211 322
No. 32. Report of Superintendent Irish, relative to mining discoveries
in the southwest.. .. ... .. .. o ... ... . ... .... 21 11 3%
No. 33. Letter of Governor Doty, transmitting treaties ratitied by Indians | 2 1 326
No. 34. Report of Luther Mann, jr., agent at Fort Bridger............. | 1]
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NEW MEXICO SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 35. Report of ¥. Delgado, superintendent.......coco.ooveeoaooo 21 328
No. 36. Instructions of Secretary of Interior, relative to slavery in New
D553 PN 211 348
No. 36 A. Order of the President of the United States, on same subject | 2 | 1 349
No. 37. Reply of Superintendent Delgado, on same subject........._.. 21 1 349
No. 38. Report of John Ward, agent for Pueblos..........ccoo.o.... 21 1 350
No. 38%. Report of D. Archuleta, Abiquiu agency.......coo.oooo..o.. 21 1 351
No. 39. Letter of Hon. K. Benedict, United States judge, relative to
bonds of AgentS. - o oo i e 21 1 352
No. 40. Report of Superintendent Delgado, relative to needy condition
of Pueblo Indians. .. ... . ... iieiiaiaii.o... 21 1 352
No. 40 A. Agent Ward’s report on same subject......ccooocoeeeeoaon. 2] 1 353
No. 40 B. Letter from Rev. F. Jouvet, on same subject..- - .......... 211 354
No. 41. Report of Agent Ward, relative to Moqui Indians............. 211 354
Neo. 42. Report of Agent Ward, relative to Moqui Indians.............. 211 355
No. 42¢. Annual report of Agent Labadi, Cimarron agency............ 2| 1 357
COLORADO SUPERINTENDENCY,
No. 43. Letter from Governor Evans, relative to Arapahoes desiring to
TAKE POACE - - v oot e e e i e e e 21 1 360
No. 44. Office letter to Governor Evans in reply to above R 361
No. 45. Report of Lafayette Head, Conejos agency -« --ceueececeaaaann- 211 362
No. 46. Report of D. C. Oakes, Middle Park agency................_. 241 1 363
No. 47. Letter of Governor Evans, transmitting Agent Head’s report as
to Indians held in slavery.. ... ..o .. . .l .ii..oiio.... 21 1 363
No. 47 A. Report of Agent Head, a5 aboVe .« ccvw coiennnancaneaoaon 211 364
No. 48. Letter of Governor Evans, relative to outbreak of Indians...... 211 365
No. 49. Letter of late Superintendent Albin, relative to shipment of
£ R 2 365
No. 50. Report of Governor Evans, relative to distribution of goods..... 21 11 366
DAKOTA SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 50%. Arnual report of Governor Edmunds.ooooooeooioooiane .. 21 1 367
No. 51. Report of Governor Edmunds, ex officio superintendent.... ... 21 1 373
No. 52. Letter of Governor Edmunds, urging necessity of treaty with
Upper Missouri SI0UX - oo e oe vt omae iaae e e e 211 375
No. 53. Office instructions to Governor Edmunds, relative to treaty.-.... 21 1 376
No. 54. Letter of Governor Edmunds, on same subject .o« ..o......_.. 21 1 378
No. 55. Report of General Pope to General Grant, against the proposed
treaty, and giving his views of policy to be pursued........o.. ... 21 1 330
No. 56. Letter of Secretary Harlan to General Pope, relative to same sub-
JOC e e o e e e e il 2] 1 383
No. 57. Instructions of Interior Department to Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, on same subject. ... ... .. .. .. ...l 211 335
No. 53. Circular instructions to superintendents and agents, same sub-
T 7 211 386
No. 59. Despatch from General Pope, recommending commission to
make peace with Indians.... .. .. ... ... ... ... .l L. ... 21 1 387
Nos. 60, 61, 62, and 63. Reports of General Sully, relative to his cam-
paign in Dakota...... ... e et meeme e ceeaaoonl S 2] 1 388
No. 64. Report of Governor Edmunds, relative to condition of Indian
AffaIrS e e i iiiiieiiceai . 211 395
No. 65. Instructions of Governor Edmunds to Agent Conger, approved
by Indian Office. .- coooen inn il 211 397
No. 66. Special report of Agent Conger, relative to Yancton agency....| 2| 1 398
No. 67. Special report of Agent Potter, Ponca agency................. 21 1 400
No. 674. Annual report of Agent Potter, Ponca agency................ 211 401
No. 68. Office letter to agent, relative to murder of Poncas by whites...| 2| 1 403
. No. 69. Special report of Agent Stone, Crow Creek agency............. 211 403
No. 70. Special report of Agent Stone, relative to turning back of his
Indians from their hunt by military orders...... ... oo 211

405
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No. 71. Report.of Governor Edmunds, transmitting special report of
Agent Wilkinson, Upper Missourl 8gency......oeeeme cveaao oo, 21 1 406
No. 72. Report of Agent Wilkinson. ..o ceoeemomaao ol 2! 1 406
No. 73. Letter of Governor Edmunds, transmitting sundry reports of
Agent Wilkinson. . o o el 2. 1 407
No. 73 A. Report of Agent Wilkinson relative to condition of Indians ..| 2 1 407
No. 73 B. Report of Agent Wilkinson relative to residing at agency ....| 21 1 409
No. 74. Annual report of Agent Wilkinson.............. e 2|1 410
No. 75. Report of Agent Stone, Crow Creek agency, for September, 1865 2 | 1 411
No. 754. Annual report of Agent Stone, Crow Creek ageney.--......... 21 1 412
No. 76. Letter of Captain J. L. Fisk relative to colonizing Indians
north of Missouri river. .. ..o . iioiii il 211 413
IDAHO SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 77. Report of Governor Lyon, ex officio superintendent............ 21 1 415
No. 72. Office instructions to Governor Lyon relative to treaties with In-
6« 21 1 419
No. 79. Annual report of J. O’Neil, Nez Percés agency...-............ 21 1 420
No. 80. Letter of Agent O’Neil relative to hostilities by Blackfeet ...... 2] 1 423
MONTANA SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 81. Report of Agent Hutchins relative to Flathead school ......... 21 1 424
No. 82. Oftice instructions to Agent Hutchins on same subject ...... .. 21 1 427
No. #3. Special report of Agent Hutchins, distribution of goods........ 21 1 428
No. 84. Annual report of Agent Hutchins, Flathead agency........... 21 1 429
No. 85. Special report of Agent Hutchins, Flathead school ._...._._... 21 1 432
No. 854. Instructions to Agent Upson as to treaty with Blackfeet ..... 211 434
No. 85%. Letter from Agent Upson relative to hostilities among Black-
ST 2l 1 434
[For Agent Upson’s annual report, see Appendix.]
SOUTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 86. Annual report of . Sells, superintendent......._.._......_... 2] 1 436
No. 86. A statement of cattle captured, &ec., referred to in superintend-
1S3 LA U=y 7o) R’ 1 444
No. 87. Agent Reynolds tosuperintendent relative to cattle-thieving....| 2| 1 446
No. 88. Report of Superintendent Sells to office, same subject, August
0 R 5 2|1 447
No. 89. Report of Superintendent Sells to office, same subject, August )
3 R L 211 449
RNo. 90. Instructions of Interior Department, March 20, 1865, same subject! 2! 1 45
No. 91. Office letter to late Superintendent Coffin, February 14, 185,
relative to charges against Indian agents .........._....... c...... 211 454
No. 91 A. Letter of Colonel Phillips to' Secretary of Interior ........... 2] 1 455
No. 92. Interior Department instructions to Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs relative to same subjeet .. ... .. L. L L il.liliiio.... 211 456
Ko. 93. Reply of Agent Colman to charges ... ... ..o ....... 21 1 457
No. 94. Reply of Ag Cutler to charges .........................] 2] 1 458
No. 95. Repiy of : rlan o charges ... ... 210 1 459
No. 06, Anuuad re { Agent Coleman, Chickasaw agency.......... 21 1 463
No. 97. Annual report of Agzent Reynolds, Seminole ageney ... ... 21 1 465
No. 98. Supplementary report of Agent Réynolds, Seminole ageney.-...] 2 1| 467
No. 99. Annual report of Agent Harlan, Cherokee agency............. 211 468
No. 100. Annual report of Agent Gookins, Wichita agency............ 21 572
No. 101. Annual report of Agent Dunn, Creek agency........o.o..... 21 1 474
No. 102. Annual report of Agent Snow, Neosho agency..---........... 21 1 476
No. 103. Letter of Superintendent Sells, transmitting special report of
Agent Snow relative to exploration of Quapaw reservation........... 21 1 478
No. 104. Despatch of Major General Reynolds, June 28, 1265, relative
to Indian couwcil to make peace ... .. .. . ... _..... 21 1 479
No. 105. Despatch from Major General Reynelds relative to proposed
peace council ............. et et e iiiicieiecae s 21 479
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Title. Vol.| No. | Page.
No. 1053. Report of Commissioner Cooley, as president of council at Fort

Smith. .o i iiiicieceaciaaaaa 21 1 480
No. 106. Official daily record of council at Fort Smith ...... . ..... ... 211 496
No. 107. Letter of John Ross to Opothleyoholo, Creek chief, September .

e 21 1 537
No. 108, Same to same, October 8, 1861 ... .oceoromieaeieenomae oo, 21 1 538
No. 109. Address of John Ross to the Cherokee regiment, December 19,

1802 . e i 211 539
No. 110. Despatch from General Hunt, October 23, 1865, with letter | -

from Governor Colbert, of Chickasaws, October 11, 1865............ 21 1 541

CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY.
No. 1104. Annual report of Thomas Murphy, superintendent ... ..._.. 21 1 542
No. 111. Report of Agent Farnsworth, relative to disarming Indians...| 2| I 545
No. 112. Office to late Superintendent Albin, same subject.-.-........ 21 1 545
No. 113. Superintendent Murphy to Commissioner Cooley, same sub-

JOC e e e e e ettt 21 1 546
No. 114. Office reply, same Subjech. .. ccooeiniinomeaaoianianaaaao.. 211 547
No. 115. Supplementary regulations as to Indians alienating lands. ... 21 1 547
No. 116. Office letter to late Superintendent Albin—shipment of Indian

T 21 1 548
No. 117. Office letter to Superintendent Murphy, same subject....-.. .. 2] 1 548
No. 118. Annual report of Agent Pratt, Delaware agency.........._.. 2] 1 549
No. 119. Annual report of teacher, Delaware agency.............._.. 2] 1 550
No. 120. Special report of Superintendent Murphy, relative to Delaware

T T 21 1 552
No. 121, Annual report of Agent Colton, Osage River agency......... 21 1 553
No. 122. Special report of Agent Colton, relative to leasing oil lands...| 2| 1 555
No. 123. Secretary of Interior’s instructions, relative to same..-....... 21 1 556
No. 124. Annual report of -Agent Adams, Kickapoo agency..-......... 21 1 557
No. 125, Annual report of Agent Palmer, Pottawatomie agency....... 21 1 558
No. 126. Annual report of physician to Pottawatomie agency.......... 21 1 561
No. 127. Annual report of J. F. Diels, superintendent of school, Potta-

WatoIie AgenCY. c e c e i el 211 562
No. 128. Office to Superintendent Murphy, relative to Indians as licensed

L 21 1 563
No. 129. Secretary of Interior’s decision relative to patents and pro rata.

share of tribal funds for Pottawatomies.............._........._... 21 1 563
No. 130, Annual report of Agent Martin, Sac and Fox of Mississippi

T T e et 21 1 563
No. 131. Annual report of teacher, Chippewa and Munsee school. ... ... 21 1 565
No. 132, Annual report of teacher; Sac and Fox of Mississippi school...| 2| 1 565
No. 133. Letter of congressmen from Kansas, recommending sale of

additional Sac and Fox lands. ... ... ... . ... ........ S 21 1 566
No. 134. Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, February 27, 1865,

same Subject. . ....v.oooi. o Loiiiiaioo. . 211 567
No. 135. Annual report of Agent Hutchinson, Ottawa agency......... 21 1 567
No. 136. Letter of Agent Farnsworth, relative to treaty between Kaws

and Pawnees. .. ... ... iiiiiiiiiiiiiaio 21 1 568
No. 137, Letter of Agent Wheeler, same subject .................... 211 569

-No. 138, Office instructions on same subject...-..........ooooooooo. 21 1 569

No. 139. Report of Agent Farnsworth, same subject......... .. .. .. 21 1 570
Ne. 140, Letter of Agent Leavenworth, Kiowas, &ec., January 9, 1865..] 2 | 1 571
No. 141. Letter of Agent Leavenworth, February 19, 1865._.._...._.. 211 572
No. 142. Report of Agent Leavenworth, May 6, 1865, relative to pro-

posed action towards Indians, the military, &e................ ... 21 1 573
No. 143. Report of same, May 10, 1865, relative to his action, &ec...... 21 1 574
No. 144. Despatches, with authority to Senator Doolittle and others to

make treaties ... .. ... Ll L.l 2|1 575
No. 145. Report of Agent Leavenworth, of agreements by Kiowas, &e., i

to make treaties. ... ... ... L L. .l liiiooooo. 21 57
No. 146. Despatch from General Pope on same subject................ 211 530
No. 147. Report from Agent Leavenworth, September 19, 1865...... .. p 1 580
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§’ NORTHERN SUPERINTENDENCY,
! No. 148. Annual report of E. B. Taylor, superintendent. .. ... ...... 211 581
'3 No. 149. Special report of Superintendent Taylor,relative to Omahaagency| 2| 1 585
No. 150. Office letter to Superintendent Taylor, in reply...---..ccae o 21 1 586
! No. 151. Annual report of Agent Furnas, Omaha agency.............. 21 1 587
i No. 152. Annual report of teacher at Omaha ageney. ... ..ocooooana 21 1 590
\ No. 153. Special report of Superintendent Taylor, Winnebago agency..| 2| 1 591
No. 154. Annual report of Agent Balcombe, Winnebago agency........ 21 1 595
No. 155. Letter from Agent Furnas, relative to preparing land for Win-
nebagoes to cultivate - - .o ool 211 597
No. 158, Office report to Secretary of Interior, relative to Winnebagoes
who re.ain in Minnesota . e on coow oo i aaees 21 1 597
No. 157. Peti. m of Winnebago chiefs for a school.........oooooooo. 21 1 598
No. 158. Annua. “sport of Agent Burbank, Great Nemaha agency..-... 211 599
No. 159. Annual rey >+t of teacher of Toway school...o.. oo 21 1 601
No. 160. Annual report of farmer for Joways...acoocoooimam oot 211 602
No. 161. Special report of Superintendent Taylor, relative to Pawnee
BETICY - < e eee wmmem e m e e eem st b eeosaaeeeenennas 211 602
No. 162 Annual report of Agent Wheeler, relative to Pawnee agency..| 2| 1 604
No. 163. Annual report of teacher of Pawnee manual labor school...... 211 607
No. 164. Annual report of farmer at Pawnee agency ... -« -.cc-....... 211 609
No. 165. Letterof late Agent Lushbaugh, relative to enlistment of Paw-
nees in United States SeIviCe. ... .eeeceearooe e anoiaaaaianenn. 21 1 610
No. 166. Letter of late Agent Lushbaugh, transmitting treaty between
Kaws and Pawnees. o ccuoemaeoeooc e caecaasacce e neeeas 1 1 610
No. 167. Annual report of Agent Daily, Ottoe agency.......coccnn.... 211 612
No. 168. Annual report of engineer at Ottoe agency.........vo...co.. 211 613
No. 169. Annual report of farmer at Ottoe agency ... cooeeoooman .. 211 614
No. 170. Office instructions to V. Jatrot, agent for Fort Laramie agency| 2 | 1 614
No. 171. Report from Agent Jarrot, July 15, 1865 ... . cconiooiaann 211 616
No. 172. Report from Agent Jarrot, August 18, 1865. ... ccveveneaann. 21 1
GREEN BAY AGENCY.
No. 173. Annual report of Agent M. M. Davis.-cae.ceoniiiianaan 21 1 619
No. 174. Annual report of R.Dousman, teacher for Menomonees. - - - ... 211 623
No. 175. Annual report of Kate Dousman, teacher for Menomonees. - - . . 211 623
No. 176. Annual report of Jane Dousman, teacher for Menomonees. . ... 211 624
No. 177. Annual report of farmer for Menomonees... .. ......o....... 21 1 624
No. 178. Annual report of miller for Menomonees. ... .ccoco oo 211 625
No. 1783. Annual report of blacksmith for Menomonees............... 21 1 625
No. 179. Annual report of teacher for Stockbridges and Munsees....... 21 1 626
No. 180. Annual report of teacher for M. E. mission school, Oneidas...| 2| 1 626
| No. 181. Annual report of teacher for P. E. mission school, Oneidas...| 2| 1 626
| No. 182. Letter of Agent Davis, transmitting appeal of Stockbridges,
’ &e., for Telief. . oL eeieieeei e 211 627
| No. 183. Office letter in reply to the same. ... .. ..o . oo oo, 211 628
\ . ¥ .
CHIPPEWAS OF THE MISSISSIPPIL
No. 184 Repert of Agent Clark, relative to selection of a place for the
21 1 628
corge Bouga on same subject. ..o ..o 2101 629
No. 185%. Letter of Secretary of Interior, relative to licenses 21 631
CHIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUPERIOR.
No. 186. Office letter to Superintendent Thompson, relative to Lake
Court Oreilles reservation. ... o ocee it ciaiieeeceannn 21 1 631
[For Agent Webb’s annual report, see Appendix.]
SPECIAL AGENCY FOR POTTAWATOMIES, ETC. IN WISCONSIN.
No. 187. Agent Davis’s letter relative to depredations by wandering
T0dIBN0S <o s ieeee e it iceieicecaieccieeee e 211 632
No. 132, Agent Lamoreaux’s letter on same subject.cceceearcnnennan. 211 633
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No. 7 B. Statistics of farming, &ec., New York agency........oco....:

Title. Vol.|No. | Page.
MACKINAW AGENCY.
No. 188%. Annual report of Agent Smith....o..ovooeee oo . 211 633
NEW YORK AGENCY.
No. 189. Annual report of Agent Rich.ooeoeo ooooooeoo i iuiioon .. 211 638
No. 190. Annual report of the ‘‘Thomas Orphan Asylum”............ 2] 1 640
[For statistics, see Appendix.]
STATISTICAL TABLES. -
No. 191. Table of amount anticipated from appropriations for year
ending June 30, 1866 . ... ...oo.ooooi i il 211 732
No. 192 A. Indian trust lands. ... oooooeeoieriiiomn i oo, 2] 1 733
No. 192 B. Indian trust lands.. ... ..o........ 21 1 736
No. 192 C. Indian trust lands...... 21 1 738
No. 192 D. Indian trust lands......... 211 739
No. 193. Indian trust funds, Nos.1, 2, 3 21 1 740
No. 194. Liabilities of the United States to Indian tribes.. ... ... __.. 21 1 746
No. 195. Population, schools, individual property, &e.... . .......... 211 759
No. 197. Recapitulation of statistical tables of 1865, compared with those
of 1864, .o oo 201 762
[The documents which follow in the appendix were received too late for
special notice and comment in the Commissioner’s report. ]
OREGON.
No. 1. Annual report of Superintendent Huntington. .. .............. 21 1 645
No. 2 A. Statement of Indian tribes in Oregon. .- ... ................ 21 1 653
No. 1 E. List of depredations by Snake Indians.... .. ... R 211 656
No. 13. Letter of Superintendent Huntington, relative to agricultural
premiums o Indians. ... ... ... ..o oo, 211 658
No. 2. Annual report of Agent Harvey, Grande Ronde agency .. ....... 21 1 659
No. 2 A. Annual report of teacher at Grande Ronde agency...........| 2| 1 660
No. 2 B. Annual report of teacher of Umpqua day school.......... ... 211 660
No. 2 C. Annual report of physician at Grande Ronde agency.... . .... 211 661
No. 2 D. Annual report of farmer at Grande Ronde agency..-..... ... 21 1 661
No. 2 E. Annual report of miller at Grande Ronde agency............. 21 1 662
No. 2 F. Annual report of carpenter at Grande Ronde agency .. ........ 211 662
No. 3. Annual report of Sub-Agent Collins, Alsea sub-agency......... 21 1 663
No. 3 A. Ammual report of superintendent of farming, Alsea sub-agency..| 2 | 1 664
No. 4. Annual report of superintendent of farming, Warm Springs
B2 D 21 1 666
No. 4 A. Annual report of teacher at Warm Springs agency...........| 2| 1 667
No. 4 B. Annual report of physician at Warm Springs agency..... 21 1 667
No. 4 C. Annual report of blacksmith at Warm Springs agency. ... 211 668
No. 4 D." Annual report of wagon-maker at Warm Springs agency 21 1 668
No. 5. Annual report of Agent Barnhart, Umatilla agency - -oo..o.... 21 1 669
No. 5 A. Annual report of superintendent of farming, Umatilla agency.| 2| 1 673
No. 5 B. Annual report of carpenter at Umatilla agency. .o .o..... ... 211 673
No. 5 C. Annual report of physician at Umatilla agency--- ... ........ 211 674
No. 5 D. Annual report of teacher at Umatilla agency. .- .............. 21 1 674
No. 5 E. Annual report of wagon-maker at Umatilla agency. .......... 21 1 675
No. 5 F. Annual report of blacksmith at Umatilla agency............. 21 1 675
No. 6. Annual report of Agent Simpson, Siletz agency...- .. ........ 211 675
No. 6 A. Annual report of teacher at Siletz agency....... 211 676
No. 6 B. Annual report of physician at Siletz ageney. .. 2] 1 777
No. 6 C. Annual report of farmer at Siletz agency.ececeoeeoe oo, 211 w7
NEW YORK.
No. 7 A. Statistics of education, &c., New York agency...o--........ 211 680
2| 1 681
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SHAWNEES.
No. 8. Annual report of Agent Abbott, Shawnee agency........-..... 211 682
No. 8 A. Annual report of manual labor school, Shawnee agency..--.. 2! 1 685
No. 8 B. Statistics of Shawnee agency.----c-c-veeeacacauananaanans 2 1 686
No. 8 C. Copy of Kansas law relative to Indian land titles............. 211 686
PAWNEES.
No. 9. Statistics of Pawnee agency-.--cecccecneemmmesamccnscoanonns 21 1 687
ARIZONA.
No. 10. Annual report of Superintendent Leihy. .o ccvemcaaeaaana e, 21 1 687
No. 10 A. Report of Special Agent Dow, Yavapai agency...---...---- 211 692
CHIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUPERIOR.
No. 11. Annual report of Agent Webb...... e 2| 1 693
MONTANA.
No. 12. Annual report of Agent Upson, Blackfeet agency..-..--..---. 211 694
CENTRAL.—TREATY COUNCIL WITH ARAPAHOES, CHEYENNES, APACHES,
KIOWAS, AND COMANCHES,
No. 13. Report of commissioners of council with Arapahoes and Chey-
@NNES - acmemmmmmma e e e 21 1 699
No. 13 A. Record of daily proceedings of council with Arapahoes and
Cheyennes, October 12, 13, and 14 cooovmmmmn i e oo 211 701
No. 14. Report of same commission of council with Apaches, Kiowas,
and Comanehes. - ccueeumrimomes oo e e e e 201 711
- No. 14 A. Record of daily proceedings of commission of council with
Apaches, Kiowas, and Comanches, October 16, 17,18, and 24.... ... 2] 1 712
No. 15. Report of same commission of council with Osages and other
ATTES « - - m e e mmmmom mmm e em e eeme emmme e e amco e 21 1 720
Indian service, moneys on hand applicable to the. Letter from the Secre-
tary of the Interior relative 0. -« .coovomeoaeome e iaeoons 12 1101
Indian department, expenditures in the. Letter from the Secretary of the | .
Interior Telative t0. - e ceen ceecee e i 12 {106
Indians, Sioux, relative to the. Message from the President of the TUnited
States transmitting report of the Secretary of the Interior.............. 12 1126
Insane hospital, annual report of the board of visitors forthe. ............ 21 1 814
Insurgent States, lawsin. Message from the President of the United States
TElATIVE 0 < e o m e e m e e eemee e e i i ceaeeaaeanaaaans 12 {131
Interior, annual report of the Secretary of the. ... coceeooooioioonn 21 1 1
Papers accompanying the above.
Annual report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. ... ... 21 1 1
Annual report cf the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.......cooceennnne 21 1 168
Annual report of the Commissioner of Pensions. ... .occceuevannan.. 21 1 773
Annual report of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. ...vuavmme.nn. 21 1 799
Annual report of the architect of the Capitol extension........ ........ 21 1 809
Annual report of the board of visitors of the government hospital for the
S 15 1 - R L L R T PP 21 1 814
Annual report of the Columbian Institution for the Deaf, Dumb, and Blind.| 2 | 1 831
Annual report of the Board of Metropolitan Police. .. o.o.oocoeeoonnine. 2 1 842
Annual report of the warden of the jail in the District of Columbia 21 1 852
Letter from the mayor of Washington in reference to the relations of the
general government to the city of Washington.....-.............. 211 855
Report of Lieut. Colonel James H. Simpson, corps of engineers United
States army, in regard to Union Pacific railroad and its branches, &c.| 2 1 871
Interior, trapsmitting statement of persons and capital employed in manu-
factures. Letter from the Secretary of the......coouiiiieanaiaaan. 7129
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Title. Vol.| No. | Page.
Interior, relative to receipts from sales of public lands. Letter from the
Secretary of the. ... . . . ... 7145
Interior, relative to a wagon road from Niobrara to Virginia City. Let-
ter from the Secretary of the . ...o.ooo.....oo . T . 8 | 58
Interior, relative to the cost of printing and advertising in his depart-
ment. Letter from the Secretary of the.......... ... __......_.___. 8161
Interior, relative to disbursements of the southern superintendency. Let-
ter from the Secretary of the....... ... _.__ ... ... ... 12 |91
Interior, transmitting report of Thos. U. Walter relative to warming and
ventilating the Capitol. Letter from the Secretary of the............. 12 {100
Interior, relative to moneys on hand applicable to the Indian service.
Letter from the Secretary of the.........__._ ... __...... ... . .. 12 {101
Interior, relative to wagon roads in western territories. Letter from the
Secretary of the ........ .. .. . ... ... 12 1105
Interior, relative to expenditures in the Indian Department. Letter from
the Secretary of the........... ... .. . ... .. ... 12 107
Interior, relatvie to William Sawyer and others. Letter from the Sec-
retary of the ... ... ... ... 12 {119
Interior, relative to the reissue of the Dundas patent for cultivators.
Letters from the Secretary of the - .o...oooou ooe oo 16 1143
Interior, relative to public lands in California. Letter from the Secre-
tary of the. ... .. 16 |144
Interior, relative to Indian affairs in the Territory of Dakota. ILetter
from the Secretary of the. .................... . o .. ... 16 1147
Interior, relative to pensioners dropped from the pension rolls. Letter
from the Secretary-of the ..o i oo
J.
Juarez, President of Mexico. Message from the President of the United
States relative to.. ..............C..ooo .. . ... .. 7131
Juarez, President of Mexico. Letter from the Secretary of State rela-
HVe B0 - i 8164
Judge Advocate General. Report of the. (Part ) ....oo...___....._. 3] 1| 1003
K.
Kidnapping in Mexico. Message from the President of the United States ’
0 1€GArd B0 - e e e e e 7121
L.
Lake Superior harbor. Letter from the Secretary of War relative to.... .. 8 65
Land Office, General. Annual report of the Commissioner of the........| 2| 1
Papers accompanying the above.
No. 1. Statement of the surveying returns to this office for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1865, and for the quarter ending September 30, 1865..| 2 | 1 45
No. 2. Statement of public lands sold, of cash and bounty land secrip
received therefor ; number of acres entered under the homestead law
of May 20, 1862; of commissions received under the sixth section of
said act ; also of land located with serip under the agricultural college
and mechanic act of July 2, 1862 ; and commissions received by regis-
ters and receivers on the value thereof; and statement of incidental
expenses thereon in the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1864, and
ending June 30, 1865.........o .o .. ... o .l ... 211 46
No. 3. Summary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, showing the
number of acres disposed of for cash, with bounty land serip, by
entry under the homsetead laws of May 20, 1862, and March 21, 1864,
with aggregate of ten-dollar homestead payments, homestead com-
missions, also locations with agricultural and mechanic college scrip
under act of July 2, 1862.. .. ... . ..o ool 211 58
No. 4. Statement showing the quantity of swamp land selected for the
several States under the acts of Congress approved March 2, 1849,
and September 28, 1850, and March 12, 1860, up to and ending Sep- 2l 1 60

tember 30,1865 .o oieto it e e “eman
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No. 5. Statement exhibiting the quantity of swamp land approved to
the several States under the acts of Congress approved March 2, 1849,
and September 28, 1850, and March 12, 1860, up to- and ending Sep-
tember 30, 1865. .o i it iaecmeacecacaaaaaeanaaas

No. 6. Statement exhibiting the quantity of swamp land patented to
the several States under the acts of Congress approved September 28,
1850, and March 12, 1860, and also the quantity certified to the State
of Louisiana under act approved March 2, 1849.. .. ... ..........

No. 7. Exhibit of bounty land business under acts of 1847, 1850, 1852,
and 1855, sbowing the issues and locations from the commencement
of operations under said acts to June 30, 18365. .. ... ... ........

No. 8. Estimate of appropriations required for the office of the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office for the fiscal year ending June 30,
T807 o e e i e e et meeeemcecciaaeceaaaan

No. 9. Estimates of appropriations for the surveying department for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1867 ... . ..ol eeeeaa-

No. 10. Estimates of appropriations for surveying the public lands for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867 ... ... .ol

No. 11. Reports of surveyors general, A to I, inclusive. ..............

No. 12. Connected map of the public land States and Territories, com-
piled from the diagrams accompanying the reports of the surveyors
gemeral ... it iiicaiaeiia

No. 13. Agricultural selections within certain States, and also serip loca-
tions under agricultural and mechanic act of July 2, 1862...........

No. 14. Statement exhibiting land concessions by acts of Congress to
States and corporations for railroad and military wagon road purposes .
from the year 1850 to September 30, 1865, accompanied by maps in-
dicating the lines of routes and limits of the States of Arkansas, Ala-
bama, I'lorida, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska Territory; of the States of
Louisiana, Missouri, Mississippi, Minnesota, Michigan, Illinois, Wis-
consin, Oregon, California, with a connected map showing the lines
of routes under congressional grants and the seats of land offices. .. ..

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, October 3, 1865.

Note.—The diagrams accompanying the annual reports of the sur-
veyors general are omitted, and the connected map of the public land.
States and Territories, brought up to current date therefrom, is bound
with this report in lieu of them.

. Lands, public, receipts from sales of. Letter from the Secretary of the

Interior relative to the ..o o oo oot o i e il

Lands for the Sioux Indians. Message from the President transmitting.

report of the Secretary of the Interior relative t0................. ...

Lands, public, in California. Letter from the Secretary of the Interior

§CY 515 - o YU g

Light-house Board, franking privilege to officers of the. Letter from the

Secretary of the Treasury relative tothe ... ... .. .. __._.

Lincoln, Abraham, assassins of, reward offered for the arrest of the. Mes--

sage {rom the President of the United States relative to the.............

M.

Manufactures, persons and capital employed in. Letter from the Secre--

tary of the Interior in relation to ... ... .. o .o Lol

Marine, mercantile. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury relative to

Maryland, commissioner of claims for. Letter from the Secretary of War

relative to the appointment of ... . . ..o .ol

Mayor of Washington, in reference to the relations of the general govern-

ment to the city of Washington. Letter from the............. ... ...

McCallum, Brevet Brigadier General D. C. Report of, (Part 2)...... o
Memphis rivts. Letter from the Secretary of War relative to ............
Metropolitan Police. Report of the boardof.................. Cemeaaaa
Mexico, slavery in. Message from the President relative to.............. i

Mexican affairs. Message from the President relative to ... ......o. ..
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135
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Title.
Mexico, kidnapping in. Message from the President relative to...._... ..
Mexico, Austrian forces in. Message from the President relative to......
Mexico, European troops in. Message from the President of the United
States relative t0.. ... ..ol lliiiilo..
Mexico, condition of affairs in. Message from the President of the United
States on the, (Part 1.).. ... ... L il
Mexico, evacuation of, by the French. Message from the President rela-
tive to the. ... oo oooo o .l
Mileage of members of Congress. Letter from the Secretary of the Treas-
ury relative to the salary and. ... . ... ... ... ... ... ...l
Missouri, department of. Letter from the Secretary of War transmitting
report of Major General John Pope of the......... ... . ... .. 0.
Money in the several States. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury
relative to the deposit of.. .. .. ... . ... iii.......
Montana, surveying district in. Message from the President relative to ..
N.
Naval Academy at Annapolis. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury
relative to the amount expended in the permanent establishment of the. .
Navy, transmitting statement showing the appropriations for the naval
sgrvice for the year ending June 30, 1865. Letter from the Secretary of
B e e e
Navy, giving a list of chaplains in the naval service. Letter from the Sec-
retary of the. ... oo e i
Navy, relative to paper, printing and advertising in his department for
the year 1865. Letter from the Secretary of the................_.._..
Navy, annual report of the Secretary of the......... .. ... ........
Papers accompanying the above report.

Index to reports of officers. ... ..o L.l
Reports of the chiefs of bureaus and accompanying papers.............
No. 1. Detailed estimates of the office of the Secretary of the Navy and
southwest executive building ....... ..o ... . .. . . ...

No. 2. Report of the chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, with esti-
mates, statement of contracts, proposals, &e ... ... .. . ...
NO&3. Report of the chief of the Bureau of Navigation, with estimates,
© e et e e e e e e aeeaaaae.

No. 4. Report of the chief of the Bureau of Ordnance................
No. 5. Report of the chief of the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting,
with estimates, statement of contracts, offers, & ........ . ... ... ..

No. 6. Report of the chief of the Bureau of Construction, with statement
of contracts, offers, e ..o L e . ..

No. 7. Report of the Bureau of Steam Engineering, with statement of
contracts, offers, &e. .. ..o ...

No. 8. Report of the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, with schedules
of contracts, offers, & .o ool e i

No. 9. Report of the chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, with
estimates, Qe «.u it e e e e e

No. 10. Report of the colonel commandant of the marine corps, with es-
timates, statement of contracts, & ... ... ..o ....

No. 11. Summary statement (civil) of the office of the Secretary of the
Navy, bureaus, and southwest executive building .........._...._...

No. 12. Summary statement for the navy and marine corps............
No. 13. Report of the board of visitors ot the Naval Academy ..........
Navy, transmitting statement of the expenditure of the contingent fund.
Letter from the Seeretary of the ...... ... ... .. ... ... .. .. ....
Nazy, relative to clerks in his department. Letter from the Secretary of
L
Navy yard at Patuxentriver. Letter from the Superintendent of the Coast
Survey relative to a... ..o oo Lo L

Navy yard at Philadelphia. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury
relative t0 & - - ooen oo i

Vol.| No.
7121
12 1130
16 (137
11173
12 |93
12 | 25
12 | 76
7|26
16 |156
7116
7 8
8|54
8| 57
5 1
51 1
5| 1
51 1
5 1
51 1
51 1
5 1
51 1
5 1
5| 1
51 1
51 1
5| 1
51 1
51 1
12 | 89
12 (106
7039
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Title.

Navy yard at Philadelphia, relative to the value of property at the. Letter
from the Secretary of the Treasury ......ococoooociooia i ant
New Orleans. Message from the President of the United States relative to
the investigati»n at...... R e
New York harbor, quarantine station at. Letter from the Secretary of War
relative b0. ... oo o e eeiiaei i
Niobrara to Virginia City, wagon road from. Letter from the Secretary of
the Interior relative t0 @& - - ... ceooos oo e
Norton’s cancelling and marking stamp. Letter from the Postmaster Gen-
eral Yelative £0 - v o coe oo it

Qath, test. Message from the President, presenting communication from

the Secretary of the Treasury and the Postmaster General, relative to the. .
Officers and soldiers buried near Atlanta. Message from the President of
the United States relative tothe........ ... ... ... ... ..
Ordnance of the United States army, of the operations of his department
during the year ending June 30, 1866. Annual report of the chief of,
1 227 )

Pardons and abandoned property. Message from the President of the
United States relative to... ... ... oL
Paris, Universal Exposition at. Letter from the Secretary of State relative
I L
Patapsco river, improvement of. Secretary of War asking appropriation for.
Patents, transmitting the Mechanical Report of the Patent Office for the
year 1865. Letter from the Commissioner of, (Part 1)...... e
Paymaster General of the United States army, of the operations of his de
partmen)t during the year ending June 30, 1866. Annual report of the,
[0 2 T T
Pennsylvania, draft in the eighth congressional district of. Letter from the
Secretary of War relative to the........... .. ... ... .. .. . ...,
Pensioners dropped from the rolls. Letter from the Secretary of the Inte-
THOY Telative t0. ... e o i iiiii i

Pensions. Arnual report of the Commissioner of ... ... ... ... .. ... .

Papers accompanying the above report,

A.—Statement of the number and yearly amount of original applications,
and for increase of army pensions, admitted in each State and Terri-
tory for the year ending June 30, 1865.. ... ... .. ... .

B.—Statement of the amount paid for army pensions in the several States
and Territories for the year ending June 30, 1865.... ... _._.._...

C.— Statement of the number and yearly amount of original applications
and for increase of navy pensions admitted in each State and Territory
for the year ending June 30, 1865. .. ... .. ... .. . . ...

D.—Statement of the amount of funds in the hands of agents for paying
army pensions on the 30th day of June, 1865...... . ... .. ... ..

E.—Statement of the amount of navy pensions paid at the agencies in
the several States and Territories for the year ending June 3, 1865. ..

F.—Statement of the number and yearly amount of army pensions on the
rolls in the several States and Territories on the 30th day of June, 1865. .

G.—Statement of the amount of funds in the hands of agents for paying
navy pensions on the 30th day of June, 1865..-........... ... _.

H.—Statement of the namber and yearly amount of navy pensions on
the roll of each State and Territory on the 30th day of June, 1865. ....

Petroleum. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting report
of 8. 8. Hays, 0N can oe e i e e e
Philadelphia, navy yard at. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury
relative to the cost of the...... .o oo il een
Philadelphia navy yard, relative to the value of property at the. Letter
from the Secretary of the Treasury..ocee oo iiiiiiiiiannaan.
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Title. Vol.| No. | Page.

Police. Report of the Board of Metropolitan. .« ... .weeo o oooeoeooo .. 2l 1 842
Pope, John, Major General. Letter from the Secretary of War transmitting

report of .o i, 12176
Postal laws, violation of the. Letter from the Postmaster General relative .

toa..... e e et e e e e e eme e ieeeeaaeeen e e S
Postmaster General of the operations of his department during the year | - |

1865. Report of the... ... o .o .o 61 1 1

Papers accompanying the above report.

No. 1. Exhibit of annual receipts and expenditures from January 1, 1831,

to June 30, 1865.. .. ... L..oiiiiiiiiiia... et 61 1 17
No. 2. Estimates for expenditures for 1867... ......o... ... ........ 61 1 17
No. 3. Postage stamps and envelopes issued during the fiscal year |
dBB4-T65 e i 6 1 18
No. 4. Statement of the mail service for the year ended June 30, 1865...1 6| 1
No. 4 A. Table of mail service in the following States and Territories for

the year ended June 30, 1865, as exhibited by the state of the arrange-

ments at the close of the year....._ ... .. . ... ... . ], -1 611 21
No. 4 B. Railroad service as in operation on the 30th of June, 1865....| 6] 1 22
No. 4 C. Steamboat service as in eperation September 30, 1865.___ . .. .. 61 1 34
No. 4 D. Table showing the increase and decrease of mail transportation

and cost in the following States and Territories during the year ended

June 30, 1865« oo iiiaiisaa L 6! 1 37
No. 5. Table of mail service restored in southern States up to November

1, 1865, compared with the old service and pay on the same...... ... 61 1 38
No. 6. Statement of the number, kinds, sizes, and cost of mail bags pro- :

cured under contract and by open purchase, and put into service,

during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1865 .o oon oo oo, 6| 1 50
No. 7. Statement showing operations and results of foreign mail service

_ for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1865.... ... ... .. ... ..._...__. 61 1 50
No. 8. Additional article to the articles agreed upon between the post

office of the United States of America and the post office of the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, for carrying into execution the

convention of the 15th December, 1843.... ... ... .. _...__ ... .. _. 61 1 52
No. 9. Total operations of the appointment office for the year ending

June 30, 1865. .. ... i 61 1
No. 10. Table showing the increase and decrease of post offices in the

several States and Territories ; also the number of post offices at which

appointments are made by the President and by the Postmaster Gen-

eral..........._ .. ... ... e 6 1 55
No. 11. Post offices at which letter-carriers are employed, with the num-

ber and aggregate compensation of the latter at each office....... ... 6 1 56
No. 12. Statement of the operations of the free-delivery letter-carrier Sys-

tem at the following offices for the fiscal year ending June 30,1865 ...| 6| 1 57
No. 13, Statement showing the disposition of letters receiyed eontaining

money during the year ending June 80, 1865. « o cccvoeevnenen oo, 61 1 57
No. 14. Annual statement of dead letters containing papers. of value

other than money registered and sent out for delivery to the writers or

owners thereof during the fiscal year ending on the 30th day of June,

1865....... e e et e it e .. 61 1 58
No. 15. Regulations concerning the disposal of dead letters ...... ... 61 1 58
No. 16. Letter from the Postmaster General to special agents. ... ... 61 1 59
No. 17. Auditor’s report - ... ..oooooo oo o] 61 61

Papers accompanying the above.

The tabular statement numbered 1 exhibits the receipts of the depart-

ment under their several heads. ... ................._.. e ees 61 1 78
That numbered 2 exhibits the expenditures under the several heads....| 6 | 1 7
That numbered 3 exhibits the postal receipts and expenditures in the

several States and Territories......... . .. ... ... R, 6 1 79
That numbered 4 exhibits the operations of the free-delivery letter-

carrier system at the principal offices in the United States. ... .... 6] 1 81
That numbered 5 exhibits the miscellaneous payments during the fiscal

F AL e e e e e e e e i eeccce . 6 1 82
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Title. Vol.|No. | Page.
That numbered 6 exhibits.4 summary of the principal labors performed
by this office during the fiscal year. ... ... . o ... 6| 1 90
That numbered 7 exhibits the amount of letter postage on British mails
received in and sent from the United States ................ ... 61 1 92
That numbered 8 exhibits the amount of letter postage on Prussian
mails received in and sent from the United States ................. 6] 1 93
That numbered 9. exhibits the amount of letter postage on French
mails received in and sent from the United States . ................ 6 1 04
‘I'hat numbered 10 exhibits.the amount of letter postage on Belgian
mails received in and sent from the United States. ... ............ 6 1 95
That numbered 11 exhibits the amount of letter postage on Bremen
mails received in and sent from the United States........ ... ..... 6] 1 96
That numbered 12 exhibits the amount of letter postage on Hamburg
mails received in and sent from the United Stafes. ... ..........-- 6] 1 96
That numbered 13 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers ex-
changed between the United States and the United Kingdom in :
British mails. .o oo oot e e 6] 1 97
That numbered 14 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers ex-
changed between the United States and the kingdom of Prussia in
closed MaIlS o coon oot e e il 6| 1 97
That numbered 15 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers ex-
changed between the United States and France. ... cooceeooa ool 6] 1 93
That numbered 16 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers ex-
changed between the United States and Belgium................_. 6] 1 98
That numbered 17 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers ex-
changed between the United States and Bremen ...............__. 61 1 99
That numbered 18 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers ex-
changed between the United States and Hamburg................ 6| 1 99
That numbered 19 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers, with
the several postages, conveyed by the West India line of ocean
SEEAIMNETS - -« - e e e e oe e e o mee e e e et eao e e 61 1 99
That numbered 20 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers, with
the several postages, conveyed by the South Pacific line of ocean
SEBAIIOTS - oo o ee cemee amae ceen bmmmmn mmman e e 6] 1 100
That numbered 21 exhibits the number of letters and newspapers ex-
changed between the United States and foreign eountries.......... 6| 1 100
That numbered 22 exhibits the amount of postage on mails exchanged
between the United States and the British provinees .............. 61 1 101
That numbered 23 exhibits the amount of postage on foreign dead
letters sent from and returned to the United States................ 6 1 101
That numbered 24 exhibits the balances due from and to the United
States on the adjustmentof accounts with foreign nations.......... 61 1 101
That numbered 25 exhibits the Prussian closed mail account for the
year ended December 31, 1864. ... .. oo oo oLl 61 1 103
That numbered 26 exhibits the Canadian closed mail account for the
year ended December 31, 1864 ... . ... ..o L.l 6| 1 104
That numbered 27 exhibits the Havana closed mail account for the | -
year ended December 31, 1864.. ... ..o iiaioan Lt 6] 1 104
That numbered 28 exhibits the Honolulu and Vancouver’s Island
closed mail account for the year ended December 31, 1864......... 61 1 105
That numbered 29 exhibits the Belgian closed mail account for the
year ended December 31, b=64. .o o il 6| 1 105
That numbered 30 exhibits the amounts reported due the various lines
of ocean mail steamers during the fiscal year ... .. .ol 6| 1 106
That numbered 31 exhibits the balances due the United States from
presidential offices in the late rebellious States, and also the total
amount due from postmasters in these States...... .. ... . 6| 1 107
Those numbered 32 to 35, inclusive, exhibit the details of the transac-
tions of the money-order department from November 1, 1864, to June
30,1865 ... .cemae o S 6| 1 110.
Postmaster General, relative to Norton’s marking and eancelling stamp.
Letter from the ..o oo v oo i e i 7130
Postmaster General, relative to violation of the postal laws. Letter from
T T 12 185
Postmaster General, relative to the mail steamship service to Brazil. Re- !
12 121

POTEOf the oot e it
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Title. No.
Post Office Department, transmitting statement of the receipts and expen-.
ditures of the, Letter from the Treasurer of the United States......... 12
President of the United States on the state of the Union, with accompany- ‘
ing documents and reports. Annual message of the, (Part 3.)..........| 1} 1
President of the United States, transmitting report of Commissioner of the i
Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. Message from .
L 711
President of the United States, transmitting letter from the Seeretary of .
State relative to the exposition at Paris. %\’Iessage ofthe ......_....... 7112
President of the United States, relative to slavery or peonage in Mexico.
Message from the ........ T . A B £
President of the United States, relative to affairsin Mexieo. Message from g
L T 7| 20
President of the United States, relative to kidnapping in Mexieo. Message
fromthe. ... .. ...l 7121 |
President of the United States, relative to President Juarez, of Mexico. g
Message from the ... ... ... ..l ... 7131
President of the United States, relative to the reported surrender of the
rebel pirate Shenandoah. Message fromthe.. . ........._.__....._. .. 7136
President of the United States, in relation to pay of agent to the Domini-
can Republic. Message from the..... ... ... ... ... ... .. 7437
President of the United States, relative to the Imperial Mexican Express .
Company. Message from the ....... .. ... ... ... ..... . .. 7138
President of the United States, relative to the imprisonment of Jefferson 3 ‘
Davis and others. Message from the...._ ... ... . ... . ... ... 7 )46 |
President of the United States, transmitting cerrespondence relative to -
cholera at Constantinople. Message from the.........._......_...._.. 7148
President of the United States, with regard to rewards offered for arrest of g
assassins of Abraham Lincoln. Message from the.- ... ......._..__.. 8 163
President of the Urited States, with regard to Juarez, President of Mex- : d
ico. Message from the. ... ... ... ... L . ... . ........ 8 | 64
President of the United States, as to the number of men and officers in the
regular and volunteer army. Message from the................ ... 8171}
President of the United States, on the condition of affairs in Mexico. Mes- : :
sage from the, (Part1)... ... . . ... .. ..o .. ... ... ...... 11} 73
President of the United States, relative to direct tax in Alabama. Mes-
sage from the. ... ... Lo li........ 12179 ¢
President of the United States, transmitting report and papers of the Sec- p
retary of State relative to claim of owners of British vessel Magician.
Message from the.. .. .. ... L. L. L. ..........l...... 12 180 }
President of the United States, communicating suggestions from Post- i
master General and Secretary of the Treasury modifying the test oath. ‘
Message from the - ... ... o0 L Tl 12 181}
President of the United States, relative to fishing grounds near British ‘
provinces. Message from the.... .. ... .. _ . ... . .. ... 12 | 88
President of the United States, transmitting report of the Secretary of War
relative to officers and soldiers buried near Atlanta. Message from the..| 12 | 92
President of the United States, transmitting report of the Secretary of State i
relative to the evacuation of Mexico by the French. Message from the...| 12 | 93
President of the United States, transmitting report of the commissioners to
examine the third section of the Union Pacific railread. Message from
the o oooen i . 12194}
President of the United States, respecting the rebel debt known as the
eotton loan. Message from the... ... . ... . .o ..o.............. R 9
President of the United States, relative to the investigations at New Or- i
leans. Message from the.. ... ... .. ... L.l .iiiii.iiaiii..... 12 | 96
President of the United States, relative to pardens and abandoned prop-
erty. Message from the ... ... ...l 12 | 99
President of the United States, transmitting additional information relative
to fishery and water culture in France. Message from the.._......._.. 12 1103
President of the United States, relative to discrimination against American
commerce. Message from the.. ... ... ... .. .. L. i . ... 12 {110
President of the United States, transmitting statement from the State De-
partment relative to the number of clerks employed in the State Depart-
ment. Message from the... ... ... ... . . ... vet et eaaaae 12 {111
President of the United States, relative to the republic of Ecuador. | |
Message from the -« oeeooeooo ool 12 12

74

Page.
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President of the United States, transmitting letter from General Grant
relative to the organization of the army. Message from the........... 12 113

President of the United States, transmitting reports from Secretaries of
Interior, Navy, and Postmaster General, relative to clerks employed in |

their departments. Message from the.......coooonoooonoareoocn-os 12 1115 ¢
President of the United States, transmitting statement of clerks employed i

in the Treasury Department. Message from the.........coorvozeoe 12 117
President of the United States, relative to the provisions in the constitu-

tions of several southern States relative to the freedmen. Message from

EO - e oo oo e e e e e e eeeeamemeae e o 12 1118
Prosident of the United States, relative to refugees, freedmen, and aban-

doned lands. Message from the...... e eeeeeemmaeeee e 12 120
President of the United States, relative to the mail steamship service to

Brazil. Message from the. ... oioon i e oo 12 1121
President of the United States, transmitting communication from the Sec-

retary of War of the operations of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen,

and Abandoned Lands. Message from the... ... «ccoooneoceranannns 12 123
President of the United States, transmitting report from the Secretary of

the Interior relative to the Sioux Indians. Letter from the............ 12 [126
President of the United States, relative to claims against Venezuela. Mes-

S fTOM the . .o eeeonsseeiin oo e e 12 127
President of the United States, relative to Austrian forces in Mexico.

Message from the ..o oeveiis oooman e e enn s e e o 12 130
President of the United States, relative to laws of late insurgent States.

Message from the . . «coemooonoin e eeiae i et e 12 1131

President of the United States, relative to progress made in completing
maps connected with the boundary survey under the treaty of Wash-

ington. Message from Y I 12 132
Prosident of the United States, relative to direct tax in insurgent States. |
Message from the . - o« oo v ooiieie e iie e e e s s e 12 1133
President of the United States, in regard to the employment of European
troops in Mexico. Message from the. ... .ooveemounocmoooes znnne 16 137
President of the United States, with regard to arrest of American citizens
in Ireland. Message from the ... eoooeommomoonnoommaeiaoaencnns 16 139
President of the United States, in relation to appropriations and expendi-
tures connected with the Indian service. Message from the. ... .....--: 16 |140
President of the United States, in regard to honors paid to rebels, living
or dead. Message from the ..o il i e e 16 |141
Prosident of the United States, returning the Freedmen’s Bureau bill, No.
613, with his objections. Message from the_.....cc.cooeccannnnnsnnn 16 {146
President of the United States, relative to a reform of the system of coin-
age, weights, and measures. Message from the. .. ocovveeoeeaeaaon. 16 (148

President of the United States, transmitting his views relative to the resto-
ration of Tennessee by joint resolution, informing the House that he had

signed the same. Message from the..... ... coovmsooomeuonoze-nnnne 16 (151
President of the United States, relative to the release of Fenian prisoners.

Message from the, .« ceueoomn mmos e i et e 16 |154.
President of the United States, giving his objections to the act erecting

Montana in a separate surveying district. Message from the..........| 16 |156
Printing and advertising in his department. Letter from the Secretary of

the Interior in regard to the oSt Of . .ovue e comoamnmrinnocnconnns 8| 61
Printing, Public. Annual report of the Superintendent of ... .oooeooo-o. 7123
Printing, Public, for the year ending June 30, 1366. Estimates of addi-

tional appropriations for the office of Superintendent of ... .oooaooon 71 6
Printing and advertising in his department. Letter from the Secretary of

State relative to the cost of paper and. «c.c.ccvroonrcmimanianaaans 8 | 60
Printing, and advertising in his department. ~Letter from the Secretary of

the Treasury relative to the cost of paper ...ocee.ovuvonraaozonn-onnns 8 | 55
Printing, and advertising in_his department for the year 1865. Letter

from the Secretary of the Navy relative to the cost of paper and....... 8| 57
Prize-money. ILsetter from the Secretary of the Treasury relative to...--. 12 |114

Provost Marshal General of the United States. Annualreport of the,(Part1)..| 4 | 1 78
Provost Marshal General of the United States. Final report of the, (Part 2)..] 4] 1
Public Buildings. Annual report of the Commissioner of .......----.... 2, 1 799
Public Buildings during the fiscal year ending June 20, 1265. Statement of

1 807

the receipts and expenditures under direction of the Commissioner of ....1 2
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Title. Vol. No.

Page

Public Buildings, clerks in the office of the Commissioner of. Letter

relative to.. ..o o oL, 12 1109
Public Printing. Annual report of the Superintendent of ...._..__...__. 7023
Public Printing for the year ending June 30, 1866. Estimates of addi-

tional appropriations for the office of the Superintendent of ............ 70 6

Q.

Quartermaster General of the United States. Annual report of the,

(Part 1).. ... ... e e e il 311 82
Quartermaster General’s Department. Letter from the Secretary of

War relative to persons employed in the..........._....__.... ... ... 12| 82
Quarantine at New York harbor. Letter from the Secretary of War

Telative b0 .. i, 12| 87

R.

Railroad property in possession of the government of the United States.

Letter from the Secretary of War relative to... ... .ooooo_._........ 16 (155
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176 | Mr. Seward to Mr.| July 24 | Receipt of despatches. ... .oooeueeeeeee....| 132
Harvey. :

353 | Mr. Harvey to Mr.| Aug. 8 | Relative to hospitalities extended to insurgent 132
Seward. cruisers in European waters.

357 |...... do..ocaanen Sept. 6 | Ministerial erisis cveeeennveoneeen e oo, 134

358 |.enian do..oinaninn Sept. 10 | Proposed establishment of a coal depot at the 134
Cape de Verd islands.

178 | Mr: Seward to' Mr.| Sept. 13 | Relative to hospitalities extended to insurgent 136

Harvey. cruisers in European waters.
366 | Mr. Harvey to Mr.| Nov. 21 | Relative to the death of José Manuel, killed 136
. Seward. in an affray with American seamen.
ITALY.
1864.
109 | Mr. Marsh to Mr. | Nov. 22 | Relative to the temporary establishment of a 139
Seward. 1865 naval depot of the United States at Cagliari. ‘
111 f..--en s [P, Jan, 16 | Removal of the court from Turin to Florence. 140
Reception of the news of. the re-election.of
] President Lincoln. »
125 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Feb. 7 | Acknowledgment of the ahove despatch...... 141
Marsh.
114 | Mr. Marsh to Mr. | Feb. 13 | Removal of the court from Turin to Florence.| 142
Seward. '

117 |...... doeeemenn. .. April 28 | The same SUBJECt «eeemeeenennnannnaneno ... 142
118 | Mr. Maxrsh to Mr. | April 29, Receipt of the news of the assassination of 143
Hunter, the President and attempted assassination

. of the Secretary of State.

119 |...... doeeeinac.. May 15 | Assassination of the President. Rumored 144
alliance for the maintenance of an imperial
dynasty in Mexico.

121 f..o... dOeeenannnn. June 5 | Mexican question.....co...iuiiean...l | 145

122 |.ooe.doniiinl cue June 10 | Relative to the treatment of United States 146
vessels-of-war in foreign ports.

123 | Mr. Marsh to Mr. | June 29 | Proposed treaty of commerce and navigation 148

Seward, between' the United States and Ttaly.
Mexican question.
135 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | July 24 149




European affairs.

LIST OF DOCUMENTS. XI
ROME.
From whom and to
No. whom. Date. Subject. Page.
1864.
29 | Mr. King to Mr. | Dec. 24 | Reception of the news of the re-election of | 150
Seward. - President Lincoln.
1865. .

30 |-aeann o[+ P Jan. 7 | Official visit to the Pope and cardinal........ 150

31 jeee--- doeeeeana... Jan. 14 | Effect produced by the military successes in 151
the United States.

24 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Feb. 8| Acknowledgment of the above.............. 152

King. : )
© 32 | Mr. King to Mr.| Feb. 11 | Tributes of respect to the memory of Edward 152
Seward. Everett. Political affairs.

33 |eeenen do.eeaaoann Mar. 4 | Reported cession by Maximilian of certain 153
territory in Mexico to France. Rebel
emissary at Rome.

37 35 PR doeeeecnnnn.. Mar. 11 | Receipt of the news of the fall of Charleston. 154
Rumored departure of the Pope from

, Rome.

35 [eannnn doeeenannai... Mar. 25 | Relative to the withdrawal of French troops 154
from Rome.

36 |-----. 3 [V P A April 22 | Receipt of the news of the fall of Richmond. 155,
Italian and Mexican affairs. .

37 | Mr. King to Mr. | April 29 | Receipt of the news of the assassination of 156

Hunter. the President and attempted assassination '
of the Secretary of State.
38 |-an--- do.oenoonnt May 6 | Honors to the memory of Piesident Lincoln. 157
Ttalian affairs. .
39 |eeeenn 7o P May 13 | The same subject - eeeceeeeeeeneanananaaas 158
40 | Mr. King to Mr.| May 24 | Pending conference between the Pope and 159
Seward. Victor Emanuel. Mexican question.

41 | Mr. King to Mr. | June 2 | Interview with the cardinal secretary of state 160
Hunter. on American affairs.

42 |Mr. King to Mr. | June 24 | Anniversary of the election and coronation 161
Seward. of the Pope. His views respecting affairs

in the United States.

27 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | June 29 : Receipt of despateches..-_.. ... ... ...... 162
King. ‘

43 | Mr. King to Mr. | July 4| Relalive to instructions to the admiral of the 162
Seward. United States squadron in European waters.

45 |...... do.........t Nov. 10 | Ministerial crisis. Evacuation of French | 163
troops from the Papal territory.

46 i...... do.eaaan Nov. 18 | Conversation with the Pope on Ainerican and 164




XII

LIST OF DOCUMENTS.

DENMARK.
From whom and to
No. whom. Date. Subject. Page.
1865.
182 | Mr. Wood to Mr. | Feb. 6 | Relative to the piratical cruiser Stoerkodder, 166
Seward. alias the Stonewall.

183 |...... i 1 . Feb. 14 | The same subject............. . 167

184 ... do.o..oool. Teb. 20 | The same subject.-......o.oo...o.__...___. 163

103 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Feb. 21 | The same subject. ... o.v.o.o oo oo .. 169

Wood.

104 |...... doeenenaaan. Mar. 2 | The same Subject.ne.ooooo oo oo, 169

105 |...... do.......... Mar. 3 | The same SUBject. -« ooewveeeeoooee oo .. 170

185 | Mr. Wood to Mr, | Mar. 3 | The same subject. ..o ..ooo. ... ... ... 170

Seward.

187 |...... do. oo .. Mar. 14 | The same subject...... ..oooeooeo s oo .. 171

188 |...... do....ooo... Mar. 22 | Alleged insurgent scheme for the purchase of 174
& vessel and enlistment of erew at Copen-
hagen.

107 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Mar, 24 | Piratical cruiser Stonewall ..o ... ... ... L 175

Wood.
189 | Mr. Wood to Mr. | Mar, 20 | The same subject. o ooeeee oo oooomn . 175
Seward. v

101 f...... doeaennn ... April 14 | Failure of insurgent scheme for the enlistment 176
of men in the rebel service.

192 [...... dooeooo... April 15 | The same subject. Piratical cruiser Stone- 177
wall, o

193 |...... (07 PO April 24 | Action of the Danish authorities regarding 177

’ the Stonewall,

194 |...... doeaeaann.. May 1| Receipt of the news of the assassination of 178
the President and attempted assassination
of the Secretary of State.

195 | Mr. Wood to Mr. | May 8 Acknowledgment of the receipt of instruc- 178

Hunter. tions.

197 |...... doennnns .. June 6 | Relative to hospitalities extended to insurgent 179
cruisers in European waters.

198 |...... doooooo. June 13 | The same subject-.........._....._ .. ..___. 179

203 | Mr. Wood to Mr. | Sept. 18 | Avowed animosity of theinhabitants of Schles- 189

Seward. wig to Prussia.

204 [...... do.......... Oct. 3 | Relative to the removal of restrictions on 180
trade in the insurrectionary States. Ap- -
pointment of Mr. Yeaman to Copenhagen.

115 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 4 Acknowledgment of the receipt of desputch 180

Wood.

No. 205.



LIST OF DOCUMENTS.

DENMARK—Continued.

XIII

i
i

From whom and to

No. whom. Date. Subject. Page.
1865.
209 | Mr. Wood to Mr. | Nov. 11 | Relative to the American and Brazilian Steam 131
Seward. k Navigation Company.
211 |...... o T Nov. 18 | Presentation of letter of recall......... eee-| 181
2 | Mr. Yeaman to Mr. | Nov. 20 | Audience with the King. Presentation of 181
Seward. letter of credence.
SWEDEN AND NORWAY.
1864. .
2 {Mr. Campbell to| Sept. 20 | Arrival at his post. Receipt of the news of 184
Mr. Seward. the evacuation of Atlanta.
F 2 [ S Sept. 27 | Audience with the King. Presentation of 185
letter of credence.
4 ... o (JRpR Oct. 3 | Conference at Vienna on the Danish ques- 186
tion. American affairs.
A PO 61 Nov. 5 | Accéptance by Baron Wetterstedt of the mis- 187
sion to the United States. Courtesies ex-
tended by the United States naval authori-’
ties to a Swedish officer. Celebration of
the anniversary of the union of Sweden
and Norway.
8 ..... < S, Dec. 6 | Effect of the result of the presidential elec- 188
tion. '
9 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Dee. 13 Civilities shown the United States steamer 188
Campbell. Wachusett by the anthorities at St. Bar-
thulomew, West Indies.

9 | Mr. Camphell to Dee. 13 Missivn of Baron Wettersiedt to Mexico. ... 188
Mr. Seward. i :

10 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Dee. 17 Receipt of despatehes.coeeeviiieaiiiaiaaa, 190
Campbell.

1365.

10 | Mr. Campbell to Jan. 3 Courtesies extended by the United States 190
Mr. Seward. i naval authorities to a Swedish officer.

) 1 {6 [ P Jan. 9 | Civilities shown the United States steamer 191
Wachusett by the authorities of St. Bar-
tholomew, West Indies.

11 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Jan. 10 | Mission of Baron Wetterstedt to Mexico.....| 191

Campbell.
12 | Mr. Campbell to, Jan. 12 | International exhibition at Bergen .......... 192

Mr. Seward.




X1V

LIST OF DOCUMENTS.

SWEDEN AND NORWAY—Continued.

From whom and to .
No. whom. Date. Subject. Page.
1865.
13 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Feb. 13 | The same subject.cec cccesaiecennaaanann 193
‘ Campbell. i
16 | Mr. Hunter to Mr. | May 9 | Schemes of rebel emissaries in Sweden ...... 193
Campbéll. . ‘
15 | Mr. Campbell to| April 8 | International exhibition at Bergen. Relative 193 .
Mr. Seward. to the purchase of a vessel by the insur-
' gents at Copenhagen.

16 |...... (31, PO April 25 | Anticipated emigration from Sweden and 195
Norway to the United States.

17 |...... o P April 30 | Reception of the news of the assassination of 196
the President and attempted assassination
of the Secretary of State.

) ECTN PRRYs I P, May 3 | Assassination of President Lincoln.......... 200

19 ...... s (- P May 5 | Anticipated emigration from Sweden and |- 200
Norway to the United States.

20 |.cn--n doeeennnn... May 8| Relative to the closing of certain ports of en- 202
try of the United States. Exchange of re-
ciprocal hospitalities between war vessels”
of the United States and those of foreign

., powers. )
21 |------ do...o.. ... May 8 | Honors to the memory of President Lincoln..| 202
R |eaaaal 6 (o P, May 12 | Relative to the closing of certain ports of the 203
United States, and also to reciprocal naval
hospitalities.
R3 [-ae--- do..oouo... June 13 | Proclamation relative to insurgent cruisers...| 203
5 |eaenen do.......... Sept. 14 | Visit of the Russian squadron to Stock- 204
holm.
26 |-eu--- doeeccnn.... Sept. 26 | Proclamation removing restrictions on trade 204
with the insurgent States. .
20 | Mr. Hunter to Mr. | Oct. 17 | Acknowledgment of the above ............. 205
Campbell.

28 | Mr. Campbell to | Nov. 4 | Opening of the Storthing. Address of the 205
Mr. Seward. King.

31 |eeee-s do.oaaal. Nov. 15 | The same subject «veeveeseroceaacenneannns 206

SWITZERLAND.
1865.

66 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Feb. 8 | Project rclative to the formation of a Swiss 210

Fogg. navy.




LIST OF DOCUMENTS.

SWITZERLAND—Continued.

XVv

From whom and to

No. whom. Date. Subject. Page.
§
1864.
76 | Mr. Fogg to Mr. | Nov. 26 | Proposed convention for improving the con- 211
Seward. dition of soldiers wounded in battle.
1865. '
(<7 P d0........2.] Jan. 2 | Inauguration of the President of the Swiss 212
Confederation.
82 |eeuann 6 [ PO, Mar. 4 | Project relative to the formation of a Swiss 213
navy.
84 |..---. s - JOR N April 14 | Relative to the emigration to the United States 214
of Polish refugees from Switzerland.
85 |oeannn i [ SN April 18 | Effect produced on receipt of the news of the 216
capture of Richmond.
86 |.aea-n s [ DR April 24 | Views of the press on the military successes 217
in the United States.
87 | Mr. Fogg to Mr. | May 3 | Receipt of the news of the assassination of 219
Hunter. President Lincoln and attempted assassina-
tion of the Secretary of State.
88 |+mene- d0vanenanannn May 14 | Honors paid to the memory of President 219
Lincoln.
69 | Mr. Hunter to Mr. | May 6 | Relative to the emigration to the United States 221
Fogg. ‘ of Polish refugees from Switzerland.
91 | Mr. Fogg to Mr. | May 30 | Proclamation relative to insurgent cruisers...| 221
Hunter. .
93 |------ dOoeeeeannans June 20°| Assassination of President Lincoln.......... 221
2 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | July 25 | Instruction on presentation of letter of cre- 222
Harrington. dence.
102 | Mr. Fogg to Mr. | Oct. 16 | Retirement of Mr. Fogg, and presentation of | 222
Seward. his successor as minister resident.
3 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 1 | Assassination of President Lincoln.......... 25
Harrington.
G I 6 [ P, Nov. 17 | Acknowledgment of the receipt of despatch 226
' No. 102.
JAPAN.
1864.
69 | Mr. Pruyn to Mr. | Dec. 6 | Relative to the murder of two officers of the 227
Seward. British army in Japan.
86 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Dec. 14 | Maintenance of the treaty rights of the United 229
Pruyn. States in Japan.
71 Mr. Pruyn to Mr. | Dec. 29 | Execution of one of the murderers of the two 229
Seward. British army officers.
YD doeeeannaas Dec. 30 | Internal political affairs of Japan..... “eee- 230




XVI

LIST OF DOCUMENTS.

JAPAN—Continued.

From whom and to

No. whom. - Date. Subject. Page.
1865.
7 | Mr. Pruyn to Mr. | Jan. 21 | Treaty provisions for the assignment of land 234
Seward. to foreigners.
[ P [« 6 P Jan. 27 | Insurrection in Japan. 238
88 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Feb. 9 | Receipt of despatches..c--uececaaaaaeaoon 239
Pruyn.
9 | Mr. Pruyn to Mr. | Feb. 13 | Relative to the closing of the port of Kana- 240
Seward. gawa. )
2 ... doeeccann... March 16 | Action of the Japanese government regarding 240
the sale of raw silk and silkworms’ eggs.
16 (... doeoenaan ..., April 24 | Japanese indemnity....coeeecacaaaoaao... 246
21 |-..-.. d0ueeenn ... April 28 | Monopoly of foreign trade by the Tycoon....| 248
27 | Mr. Portman to Mr. | May 16 | Insurrectionin Japan....e..ccceoaiaaaan.. © 249
Seward. .
3R faaaant doaeoomnool. June 9 | The same subject--voce covnooenaaennaaann. 250
33 leaeenn doencnnnn. June 10 | Relative to a grant of land for a coal depot 250
at Yokohama for the use of the British,
French, and American steamship compa-
nies.
35 femnn-n doeecenaa. June 20 | Assassination of President Lincoln.......... 251
36 [eeun-e doeeeanan.... June 24 | Memorandum signed by the representatives 2652
of the four powers regarding the opening
of the Straits of Simonoseki to foreign trade.
40 feae--n dowecenen. July 5 | Honors paid to the memory of President 253
Lincoln.
44 |...... s IS T July 24 | Information desired as to the object of the 253
visit of the Japanese embassy to Europe.
47 |oeeen A0eecnnnnnn. Aug. 6 | Action of the Japanese government with re- | 254
gard to foreign vessels engaged in illicit
trade.
48 |...-.. i PR Aug. 22 | Japanese indemnity....occcceeiiiianan oot 256
1 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Aug. 31 | Receipt of despatches..-cooceeceeaaeaan . 2568
Portman.
P2 . i1 T Sept. 4 | Relative to a convention with Japan for the 258
reduction of import duties, and also one for
the payment of indemnities and expenses.
[ 28 PPN o [ P Sept. 3 | Honors to the memory of President Lin- 258
coln.
50 | Mr. Portman to Mr. | Sept. 5 | Receipt of the first instalment of the Japanese 259
Seward. indemnity.
52 |- i PR Sept. 13 | Removal of restrictions at Kanagawa on the 259

trade in silkworms’ eggs and cocoons.




LIST OF DOCUMENTS.

JAPAN—Continued.

XVII

From whom and to
No. whom. Date. Subject. Page.
1865.
54 | Mr. Portman to Mr. | Sept. 22 | Abolition of restrictions on the trade in irico, 262
Seward. awabi, and sharks’ fins. -
61 [...... do.-.aeeooo.| Oct. 20 | Japanese domestic affairs...ce.eoeaea . 263
63 [...... i1+ PO Oct. 30 | Measures taken for the arrest of the fugitive 264
murderer of the two British officers.
64 |...... s 1L JO Oct. 30 | Japanese indemnity...ceeecomaeonoaaoin. 265
65 ... doccenaan.. Nov. 18 | The same subject.ceece cameue conanaan .. .| 68
7 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 20 | The same subject.--; ...................... 275
Portman.
66 | Mr. Portman to Mr.| Nov. 30 | Sanction of the treaties by the Mikado. Re- 76
Seward. ported assassination of Mr. Portman.
TURKEY.
. 1864,
100 | Mr. Morris to Mr.| Dec. 7 | Effect of the re-election of Mr. Lincoln ...... T
- Seward.
1865.
104 |...... dOeeenennnnn Feb. 15 | Statement of the military and naval force of | = 278
Turkey.
106 '...... do.eecnnnn.. Feb. 22 | Improvementin the material of warin Turkey.| 280
Effect of military successes in the United
States.
108 |...... d0eeamannnn. Mar. 29 | Question of religious tolerance in the Turkish | 280
) empire.
110 ...... d0eeennnnnn. April 19 © Charges azainst American missionaries. Re- 283
; ceipt of the news of the fall of Richmond
i and Petershurg.
11 ..., d0enacnn.n.. May 1. Reception of the news of the assassination of | 287
! President Lincoln and attempted assassina-
) tion of the Secretary of State.
112 | Mr. Morris to Mr. May 3 . Honors to the memory of President Lincoln..| 288
Hunter.
...... Mr. Morris to Mr. May 4 | The same subject - cceeeeooen oo | 200
Seward.
114 Mr. Morris to Mr. May 11 | The same subject - cececcaeceecaececaaeaaa| 290
I Hunter.
15 .. A0nemne e May 18 | The same Subject .- .eemeneen venncmneenns 293
116 "...... i1 O, May 25 | The same subject. Statement of a financial 204

scheme of the Turkish government,




XVIII

LIST OF DOCUMENTS.

TURKEY—Continued.

From whom and to
No. whom. Date. Subject. Page.
- 1865. .
90 | Mr. Hunter to Mr.| June 27 | Receipt of despatches.--eeveaconnomcaceen-- 296
- | . Morris.
118 | Mr. Morris to Mr. | July 13 | Friendly attitude of the Sultan regarding in- 97
Seward. surgent cruisers.
19 ... dOeeencaanns July 13 | Appearance of the cholera at Constantinoplo. 208
120 |...... (G A Continued ravages of the cholera. Adoption | 208
of sanitary measures.
) 2 R PR 6 (- PO Aug. 14 | The same subject - «..eeeececeerocemronnnas 300
1R ... AOecccnnunn- Aug. 28 | The same SUDJECE «wennmmemmm cmomee e e 300
124 ... doeaancnannn Sept. 4 | The same subject - c-eeemeeeraaemmnanana- 302
99 | Mr. Seward to Mr.| Sept. 5 | Precautionary measures to prevent the intro- 303
Morris. ‘ duction of the cholera into the United States.
125 | Mr. Morris to Mr.| Sept. 11 | Decrease of the cholera. Destructive fire at 304
Seward. Constantinople.
93 | Mr. Seward to Mr.| Sept. 21 | Employment -of Egyptian soldiers for the 305
Morris. French army in Mexico. )
126 | Mr. Moiis to Mr.| Sept. 21 | Increase of the cholera. .o.cccoevemannconn-- 308
Seward.
187 |..---. i PR Oct. 9  Transmitting a pamphlet on the treatment of | 306
Asiatic cholera. !
130 f..---- 6TV Oct. 29 | Employment of Egyptian soldiers for the 309
French army in Mexico. .
99 | Mr. Seward to Mr.| Nov. 17 | Acknowledgment of the receipt of despatch 310
Morris. No. 129. :
131 | Mr. Morris to Mr.| Nov. 22 Internal improvements in the Turkish empire. 311
- Seward.
EGYPT.
1864.
8 | Mr. Hale to Mr. | Nov. 25 | Observance of Thanksgiving, in accordance 313
Seward. with the President’s proclamation.

10 fee--- dOuaccnnaees Dec. 22 | Donation of money by the Sultan to the Pro- 313
testant community.

1865. .

20 eaeees 6 (VPR Mar. 4 | Vessels constructed in England for the Pacha 316
supposed to be intended for the use of the
insurgents.

2 % P [+ [P April 19 | Asrival of delegates of various chambers of | 318 -
commerce for the purpose of inspecting the
works of the Suez canal.




LIST OF DOCUMENTS. XIX
EGYPT—Continued.
L . 4
From whom and to
No. whom. Date. Subject. Page.
1865.
25 | Mr. Hale to Mr.| May 5 Honors paid to the memory of President Lin- 319
Seward. coln.
26 | Mr. Hale to Mr. | May 13 | The same subject - enmneeueecennonaenn .o 319
Hunter.
30 | Mr. Hale to Mr. June 3 | The same subject - «ooooovornaooanecmannn.. 320
Seward.
32 ... i [V T June 14 | Felicitations of the Pacha at the successful 320
termination of the rebellion in the United
States. Egyptian navy. Effect produced
in Egypt on theresult of the war. Finan-
cial erisis. Charitable measures of relief
. adopted by the Pacha.
33 |- do-ceaannns June 19 | Cholera at Alexandria - ceecenveeenenennnn. 321
R 5 DR doeonean.. June 27 | The same subject «ecouveeeli iamamnnnnn.... 322
9 | Mr. Hunter to Mr.| June 29. | Receipt of despatches.....coeen coeneen ... 322
Hale.
35 | Mr. Hale to Mr. | June 29 | Discoverios made in the exploration of the 323
Seward. Nile. )
37|, A0emeameon. July 7 | Cholera in EQpt «eemvme coeneoneceeaannes 323
38 ... s - July 19 | The same subject. o cceceeeoonnaaeneaaann. 324
10 | Mr. Seward to Mr.| July 24 | Receipt of despatehes. oz oeeemeeveeeeanon. 327
Hale. :
39 | Mr. Hale to Mr. | Aug. 7 | Cholera in Bgypt «oemveeeeen oo oo, 327
Seward.
41 ..., s A, Aug. 26 | Employment of Egyptian soldiers for the 328
French army in Mexico. .
12 | Mr. Seward to Mr.| Sept. 4 | Cholera in Bgypt..evemeueeeeeoeaaee oo, . 330
Hale.
13 ... d0eeenannn. Sept. 21 | Employment of Egyptian soldiers for the 330
. French army in Mexico.
44 | Mr. Hale to Mr. | Oct. 27 : The same subject -.---.. R LT T 330
Seward.
45 |...... do.ieeaen. Nov. 13 The same SUDJECt - neen e i iia el 332
46 ..., doeeeann.... Nov. 18 | The same SUDJECt « ce e hain | 332
16 | Mr. Seward to Mr.| Nov. 27 | The same subject «.oonooeeceee coee ceeennn.| 337
Hale. ’
48 | Mr. Hale to Mr. | Nov. 27 | The same subject - ceceveeneeeevaneceeanan.| 338

Seward.




XX LIST OF DOCUMENTS.
TUNIS.
From whom and to
No. whom. Date. Subject. Page.
i 1864. . }
53 | Mr. Perry to Mr. | Dec. 7 | Relative to the abolishment of Tunisian 339
Seward. slavery.
60 |- d0emcmcnmnns Dec. 17 | Method of collecting revenue in Tunis. In- 343
' surrection.
1865.
66 |...--. i [ P Mar. 18 | Annual reception by the Bey.-cc-ceocoonnt 343
68 |...... i\ PR April 29 | Receipt of the news of the fall of Richmond
' and of the assassination of President Lin- 344
coln. .
70 | Mr. Perry to Mr. | May 13 | Honors .paid to the memory of President 344
Hunter. Lincoln.

71 |....-. doeeecannnn. June 17 | Tunisian affairs. Presents from the Bey to 345
the President. Anticipated visit of an
embassy to the United States.

£ PR doeeerannnn. June 24 | Formal announcement of the appointment of 346
an embassy to the United States.

14 | Mr. Seward toMr. | July 27 | The same subject - ecocaevmanasclanaanaas 346

Perry.
75 | Mr. Perry to Mr. | July 29 Ceremony of investing the Bey with the Order 347
Seward. of the Bath. Delay attending the departure
of the embassy.
ki PO doicaennn.. Aug. 30 | Formation and departure of the embassy to 347
i America.

78 |eeen-. 6 1 P, Sept. 13 | Arrival of the embassy at Paris............. 348

79 |ee-n 3 (- P Oct. 3 | Enclosing letters from the Bey addressed to 348
the President, Secretary of State, aud to
Mrs. Lincoln,

' TANGIERS.
1864.
14 | Mr. Hunter to Mr. | Nov. . 7 | Erection of a mnew light-house at Cape 350
McMath. Spartel.
1865.
25 | Mr. McMathto Mr.| July 8 | The same subject «ceeeceaamacnnnoaaecanan. 351
Seward. )
26 | Mr. McMathtoMr. | May 4 | Receipt of the news of the assassination of | 351
i Hunter. the President and attempted assassination

|

|

of the Secretary of State.




LIST OF DOCUMENTS. XXI
TANGIERS—Continued.
From whom and to
No. whom. Date. Subject. Page.
1865.
27 | Mr. McMath toMr. | May 15 | Difficulty between the Moorish authorities 352
Hunter. and the resident Jews.
31 | Mr. MeMath to Mr. | Oct. 7 | Measures adopted to prevent the introduction | 355
Seward. of the cholera.
MEXICO.
1864.
" 442 | Mr. Daytonto Mr. | Mar. 25 | Completion of the loan to Maximilian as 356
Seward. emperor of Mexico.
525 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | April 7 | Resolution of the House of Representatives 356
Dayton. of the 4th of April declaring its opposition
to a monarchy in Mexico.
728 |.ee--n doceenannn.. Dec. 20 | Resolution of the House of Representatives 359
‘ of the 7th of April regarding Mexico.
1 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Dec. 21 | Relative to a proclamation of Maximilian 359
Bigelow. affecting the British settlement in Hon-
duras. Political affairs in Mexico and the
‘West Indies.
1865.

8 | Mr. Bigelowto Mr. | Jan. 20 | Relations between France and the United 361
Seward. States. Cession of Sonora to France by
Maximilian.

33 | Mr. S8eward to Mr. | Feb. 7 | The same subject. Project of theinsurgents ' 363
Bigelow. to involve the United States in a war with

France and England.
38 |-aa--- o S Feb. 7 | Axrest of fugitive insurgents from Texas by 363
General Mejia.
25 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr.| Feb., 9 | Cession of Sonora, Chihuahua, &ec., to 364
Seward. France by Maximilian.
29 |..oe.- d0uacann ... Feb. 14 | Movements of the Niagara. The Stonewall 364
‘ at Ferrol. Letter from a rebel emissary
upon the subject of her departure. Sym-
pathies of France with the insurgents
growing out of the Mexican question.
35 [eeeenn d0ceennenn.. Feb. 17 | Opening of the Corps Legislatif. Emperor’s 365
speech; its tranquillizing tone. Italian
and Mexican affairs.
36 joeeenn s - PO Feb. 17 | Enlistment of Poles for the insurgent service.i 366




XXII
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MEXICO—Continued.

From whom and to .
No whom. Date. Subject. Page.
1865.
48 | Mr Seward to Mr. | Feb. 21 | Case of the steamer Ark, captured by insur- 368
Bigelow. l gents in Mexican waters.
49 |.----. s [ JRY Feb. 21 | Delivery of insurgent deserters from Texas 371
by General Mejia. ’
44 | Mr. Bigelow toMr. | Mar. 6 | Commissioners despatched from Mexzico to 374
Seward. Rome.
62 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Mar. 7 | Cession of Sonora, Chihuahua, &e., by Max- 375
Bigelow. h imilian to France.
50 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Mar. 10 | Case of the steamer Ark . ..comeiecennnnnnns 375
Seward.
65 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Mar. 10 | Enlistment of Poles for the insurgent service.| 376
Bigelow. '
52 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Mar. 10 | Circular of Maximilian regarding consuls in 376
Seward. Mexico.
68 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Mar. 13 | Acknowledgment of the receipt of despatch 377
Bigelow. No. 35.
70 foaocen 6 (- JRRR Mar. 13 | Circular of Maximilian regarding consuls in 378
Mexico.
55 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Mar. 14 | Opinions of the press and people of France 330
Seward. respecting affairs in the United States and
Mexico.
59 |- doeennnnnn. Mar. 17 | Delivery of refugees from the rebel army by 386
General Mejia.
w1 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Mar. 17 | The political intervention in Mexico the cause 387
Bigelow. of the embarrassing relations between
France and the United States.
i O P d0eecaann-- ‘Mar. 23 Acknowledging the receipt of despatch No. 387
44,
86 |-w---- d0ueeennnnn. Mar. 27 | The same, No. 52 cccueimimmmnnimnnnnaan.. 388
89 |eeuu-- d0eeeennnn-. Mar., 27 | The same, No. 50-cccoinnmomnamnnannnnnn. 388
9 i...... o[\ TR Mar. 28 | Sentiments of the United States regarding 383
Mexico.
66 | Mr. Bigelow toMr. | Mar. 28 | Case of the William L. Richardson...... eees| 389
Seward. i )
102 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | April 4 | Acknowledging the receipt of despatch No. 339
Bigelow. 59.
79 | Mr. Bigelowto Mr. | April 18 | Scizure of United States mails at Acapuleo | 390
Seward. by the French authorities.
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Seward. proceedings of the United States govern-
ment. Reward for Jefferson Davis. Re-
ported emigration of discharged soldiers to
Mexico. Trial of the conspirators. Mr.
Fould’s comments upon Mexican affairs.
167 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | June 12 | The same subject..--occaaeaenrn-- e 393
Bigelow. ’
117 | Mr. Bigelow toMr. | June 13 | Statement in the Corps Legislatif to the ef- 304
Seward. fect that the United States are in favor of
a monarchical government in Mexico.
. | 3r. Seward to Mr.! June 17 | Surrender of arms, munitions, &e., by the 396
Bigelow. insurgents to General Mejia at Matamoras. :
120 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | June, 21 | Explanations made by Mr. Drouyn d’Lhuys 396
Seward. regarding the statement in the Corps Legis-
latif as to the attitude of the United States
towards Mexico.
184 | Mr. Hunter to Mr. | June 26 | Acknowledging the receipt of despatch No. 397
Bigelow. 117,

133 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | June 29 Transfer of arms, munitions, &ec., by the in- 397
Seward. surgents to General Mejia at Matamoras.

134 |...... i (G J June 30 | Case of the steamer Ark........ocoeenononn 308

187 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | June -30 | Attitude of the United States towards Mexico. 398
Bigelow.

136 | Mr. Bigelow toMr. | July 6 | Case of the steamer Ark. Surrender of in- 339
Seward. \ surgent fugitives from Texas by General

Mejia.

192 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | July 6 | Transfer of arms, munitions, &ec., by the 400
Bigelow. insurgents to General Mejia.

194 |...--. s P, July 10 | The same subject..coeeouunen- e 401

140'| Mr. Bigelow toMr. July 11 | The same subject -ccueeneoemanonmmnenoonn- 402
Seward. I .

145 |.eenes docennanans ! July 14 | Relative to the withdrawal of belligerent 403
rights by France. Opinion respecting the
attitude of the United States towards
France.

900 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | July 17 | Case of the steamer Ark....... e eeens 404

Bigelow.

201 |..---- (31 JR July 17 | Acknowledging the receipt of despatch No. 404

133.
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205 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | July - 22 | Alleged scheme of the insurgents for the 404
Bigelow. ’ annexation of Texas to Mexico.
206 |...... d0-cucan.... July 24 | Alleged enlistment of Italian troops for the | 407
TFrench army in Mexico.
07 |...... s [ PO July 25 | Receipt of despatch No. 136..ceeeeeennn ... 408
215 | Mr. Hunter to Mr. | July 28 | Case of the steamer Ark .ooeoveeeee cevno.. 408
Bigelow.
14 |...... do.eoeann... July 28 | Transfer of arms, munitions, &e., by the in- 408
surgents to General Mejia.
k15 |...... 6 [ P July 31 | Alleged co-operation of the insurgent com- 409
’ manders in Texas with the French com-
mander in Mexico for the prevention of the
recovery of Matamoras from the imperialists.
216 |...... i T, July 31 | Receipt of despatch No. 145................ 409
154 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Aug. 5 | Transfer of arms, munitions, &c., by the in- 409
| Seward. surgents to General Mejia.
234 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Aug. 25 | The same subject - «oexwcomcu cennomenannnn. 411
Bigelow.
166 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. Aug. 31 | Attitudecof the United States towards Mexico. 411
Seward. )
959 | Mr. Seward to Mr. Sept. 6 | French intervention in Mexico. Views of the 412
Bigelow. United States.
263 |...... A0 tn.. Sept. 13 | Case of the steamer Sonora...... . 414
264 |...... oL T Sept. 20 | Enlistmentof native Egyptians for the French 415
. : army in Mexico. i
177 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Sept. 21 | The same Subject- aeeeesameeeoencennnnn. 416
Seward. ‘
269 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Sept. 25 | Schemes of Dr. Gwin with regard to Mexico.| 417
Bigelow. )
270 |.....:doeeeool il Sept. 25 | Receipt of despatch No. 166...---vceeeno.. 417
274 doeaeaa Ll Sept. 25 | Receipt of despatch No. 120 ... ... ... 418
181 | Mr. Bigelow toMr. | Oct. 6 | Comments of the French press on American 418
Seward. affairs,
283 | Mr. Hunter to Mr. | Oct. 9 | Receipt of despatch No. 177 cloceecevnnn onn. 419
Bigelow. )
285 |..o-. 6 (Y Oct. 13 | Transfer of arms, munitions, &e., by the in- 419
surgents to General Mejia.
186 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Oct. 18 | Enlistmentof Egyptian troops for the French 420
Seward. army in Mexico.
293 | Mr. Seward to Mr | Oct. 30 | Receipt of despatch No. 180 coeeeacene veannn 4?1

Bigelow.
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300 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 6 | French interventionin Mexico. Views of the 421
Bigelow. United States.
309 |.veendOicennnenns Nov. 14 | Enlistment of Egyptian troops for the French | 422
army in Mexico.
114 | Mr. Montagnie to | Nov. 16 | Departure of French troops from St. Nazaire 423
Mr. Seward. to Vera Cruz.
199 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Nov. 21 | Defence of the French oceupation of Mexico, 423
Seward. by Lamartine. .
316 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 23 | Unfriendly action of the French authorities 425
Bigelow. and press at Matamoras towards the United
. States.
201 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Nov. 24 | Enlistment of Egyptian troops for the French 425
Seward. army in Mexico. )
202 |---- A0emenaaenns Nov. 24 | The same subject - eceeeeomcemeianeannannns 426
203 [.een-- doeenaeanns Nov. 24 | French intervention in Mexico.....eee.inann| 427
209 |.-cn-- d0eenecnnns Nov. 30 | The same subject - caceoeecemanammnaaanns 4°27
153 | Mr. Minor to Mr. | Dee. 9 | Arrival and departure at Havana of French 427
Seward. troops for Mexico. )
327 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Dec. 12 | Proposition for the withdrawal of French 428
Bigelow. troops from Mexico.
328 |.----- < [ P, Dec. 14 | The same subject «ceececeacae e an 428
329 |.----- s (TR Dec. 14 | Receipt of despatch No.202..cenuoeanannnnn 428
330 |------ i (G YRR Dec. 14 | Receipt of despatch No, 201..ceeennonnnn. 429
332 |.ae--- 6 [ JR . Dec. 16 | French intervention in Mexico..occeoannans 429
333 |----- s [+ PO Dec. 16 | Defence of the French occupation of Mexico, 430
, by Lamartine.
Mr. Geofroy to Mr. | Jan. 12 | Alleged movement of Mexicans in the United 430
Seward. States in favor of President Juarez.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Jan. 18 | Relative to the construction of vessels in the.| 430
Geofroy. United States to cruise under letters of
marque issued by President Juarez.
Do......... Jan. 21 | Alleged movement of Mexicans in the United 431
States in favor of President Juarez.
Mr. Geofroy to Mr. | Feb. 4 | The same subject - ccveceecvace v cnoan) 431
Seward. _
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Feb. 7 | The same subject «caveceencaenarnninn ann 432
Geofroy. _
DO.oe.....| Feb, 11 | Relative to the construction of vessels in the 432

United States to cruise under letters of
marque issued by President Juarez.
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Mr. Geofroy to Mr. | May 5 | Alleged organization in the United States of
Hunter. an expedition to Mexico.

Mr. Hunter to Mr. | May 6 | The same subject - veveieie oo,
Geofroy.

Mr. Geofioy to Mr. | May 6 | The samo subject ..o onvceennenmenno ...
Hunter. ’

Mr. Hunter to.Mr. | May 10 | The same subject - ... ... e
Geofroy.

Do .conaono. May 11 | The $ame SUBJEct ««ceamevummenocoeneonn...

Mr. Geofroy to Mr. | May 16 | The same subject - .o v oenveeeen eeemennn ...
Hunter.

Mr. S8eward to the | June 12 | Transfer of arms, munitions, &e., by the in-
Marquis de Mon- surgents to General Mejia.
tholon.

The Marquis de | June 15 | The same Subject - . o.veomes meee smeeee ..
Montholon  to
Mr. Seward.

Mr. Hunter to the | June 22 | The same subject - ..o oeveencoeasnno.. ...
Marquis de Mon-
tholon.

Mr. Seward to the | July 5 | The same subject, and also that of the steamer
Marquis de Mon- Lucy Given and her cargo.
tholon.

The: Marquis de| July 6 | The same Subject - weeeeooomce cen e onnn..
Mohtholon  to
Mr. Seward.

Mr. Hunter to the | July 31 | Case of the steamer SOROTS.weeenn —oeeeene..
Marquis de Mon-
tholon.

The Marquis de| Aug. 4 | Restoration to the United States of the prop-
Montholon  to erty delivered by the insurgents to General
Mr. Hunter. Mejia. ‘

Mr. Beward to the | Aug. 8 | The same subject - vouees oomeoeeone eane e,
Marquis de Mon- ' :
tholon,

The Marquis de| Aug. 8 | Case of the steamer Sonora. .
Montholon  to
Mr. Hunter.

Mr. Seward to the | Sept. 13 | The same subject - vemew veeoemoee oo

Marquis de Mon-
tholon.
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The Marquis de| Oct. 19 Proceedings of General Cortinas at Browns- 443
Montholon = to ville in recruiting negroes and procuring
Mr. Seward. supplies. Capture of the steamer Senorita.
Mr. Seward to the | Oct. 31 | The same subject - cceenvernvamnnnanennns 443
Marquis de Mon-
tholon.
Do.ceeennn Nov. 10 | The same subject - coceeevomrmaameaannnanns 444
The Marquis de| Nov. 23 | Case of the steamer Sefforita - vccen cannnan- 445
Montholon  to
Mr. Seward.
Do.........| Nov. 29 | Proposition for the withdrawal of French 449
troops from Mexico.
Mr. Seward to the | Dee. 4 | Case of the steamer Senorita....coooeeceeen- 450
Marguis de Mon- '
tholon.
Dooveennnn Dee. 6 | Relative to the withdrawal of French troops 450
from Mexico.
The Marquis de| Dec. 9| The same subject -o-ceevemeenriamanmannnns 451
Mountholon  to
Mr. Seward.
Mr. Romero to Mr. | Oct. 25 | Transmitting the decree of Maximilian rela- 452
Seward. tive to the execution of prisoners of war in
Mexice.
14 | Mr. Corwin to Mr. | Oct. 28 | Appointment of civil officers by Maximilian. 460
Seward. Execution of Mexican officers by the im-
perialists.
Mr. Romero to Mr. . Nov. 20 Summa-y execuiion, under the decree of 451
Seward. Maximitian, of Mexican officers.
997 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 3 | The same subject ccccueemumnnevmmmmnnnnnns 463
Bigelow.
320 f--t--- doceeeinnnn. Nov. 23| The same subject «ocemeevacamenocncnonns 463
209 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Nov. 30 | The same subjech - --cvocvemecennumnneonne 4684
Seward.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Dee. 10 | The same SUDJECt - eeevercaacoccaeccnianans 464
Romero.
1866.
Mr. Romero to Mr. | Jan. 5 | Transmitting a letter from General Ortega on 464
Hunter. the eve of his execution.
Do......... Jan. 22 | Determination of Maximilian to exccute the 485

decree relating to prisoners of war.
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Mr. Romero to Mr. | Feb. 20 | Relative to the exchange of prisoners. ... .... 469
Seward.
Do.ceenooo. Mar. 10 | Military execution of Colonel Carlos Garcia 472
: Cano.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Mar. 14 | Relative to the execution of prisoners of war 473
Romero. 1865. in Mexico.
13 | Mr. Corwin to Mr. | Sept. 10 | Decrees of Maximilian for the establishment 473
Seward. of peon slavery in Mexico.
18 | Mr. Otterbourg to | Sept. 29 | Transmitting eopies of the decrees..:....... 474
Mr. Seward.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Oct. =~ 2 | Submitting Mr. Corwin’s despatch on peon | 477
Speed. slavery. Opinion requested thereon.
Mr. Speed to Mr. | Oct. 21 | Opinion on peon slavery in Mexico.. ... .... 477
Seward. i
Mr. Romero to Mr. | Oct. 5 | Peon slavery in MexiCOweuiceauuunn oo ioo.| 479
Seward.
206 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 2 | The same Subject « cevuaeeene connceenenn... 481
Bigelow.
202 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Nov. 24 | The same Subject - e eeene coee vneneuane.. 482
Seward.
Mr. Seward to Mr. { Dec. 10 | The 52me SUBJECE «uevaen veenneaecconoonnn. 482
Romero.
320 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Dec. 14 | The same subject - «aveue coeeeeaaeeen oanes. 483
) Bigelow. 1866.
243 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Jan. 16 | The $ame SUbJECt «cewees deeene cecann annnn. 483
Seward. 1865.
Mr. Arroyo to Mr. | Mar. 2 | Requesting an interview with the' Secretary 434
Corwin. of State.
Mememorandum ..} Mar. 13 | Declining an interview with Mr. Arroyo..... 484
Do eennnee. July' 18 | Refusal to hold communication with a spe- 485
' cial agent accredited by Maximilian to the
President of the United States,
Mr. Romero to Mr. | July 31 | Efforts of Maximilian to obtain the recogni- 485
 Seward. tion of the United States.
Mr. Romero to Mr. | Aug. 1 | Proceedings of Mr. Arroyo for the exercise of | 436
Hunter. consular functions for the so-called Mexi-
can empire. .
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Aug. 9 | The same subject «.emuueneenesooeoeenn... 488

Romero.
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Mr. Romero to Mr. | Aug. 12 | The same subject «.ecceeaaueiaoaeeaaaians, 489
) Seward.
300 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 6 | Views of the United States regarding French | 489
Bigelow. intervention in Mexico.
209 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Nov. 30 | The same subjeet « -eveveun- eeeeenas S 490
Seward. o )
302 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Dee. 16 | The same subject - «eceeeccemenoemernanans 490
Bigelow.
The Marquis de| Nov. 29 | Proposition for the withdrawal of French 461
Montholon to troops from Mexico.
Mr. Seward. .
1366.
Mr. Romero to Mr. | Feb. 11 | Transmitting prospectus of the so-called 492
Seward. American and Mexican Emigration Com-
: pany of St. Louis.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Mar. 15 | The same subject - ccueeneencienaetinnnnn. 495
Romero.
1864, |
Mr. Romero to Mr. | July 9 | Relative to an interview at Houston between 497
Seward. the commander of the insurgent army in
Texas and Governor Vidaurri.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | July 27 | The same subject «.ocweoeeoameneciaaan. 498
Romero.
Mr. Romero to Mr. | Dec. 3 | Regarding the plans of disaffected persons 498
Seward. in the United States towards Mexico.
1865. '
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Jan. 7 | The same subject -« cceeeeeeeeaaeaanaannas 499
Romero. )
Mzr. Romero to Mr. | Feb. 6 | Protest against the reported cession of Mexi- 500
Seward. can territory to France by Maximilian.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Feb. 25 | The same subjecteceaeeeaaeaecaaeoaiaaaa.. 502
Romero.
Mr. Romero to Mr. April 20 | Relations existing between the insurgents in 502
Hunter. the United States and the supporters of
Maximilian.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 2 | The samesubject.caaenocvaeeoomaaniinail. 505
Romero. )
Mr. Romero to Mr. | July "4 | The same SUbject. s euen ciueciiiieaeiaaas 506
Seward.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 4 | The same subject.... .. taaas Ceneen. e---| 510
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215 | Mr. Hunter to Mr. | July 31 | Intercepted correspendence of Dr. Gwin, 510
Bigelow. showing his plan of operations in Mexico.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | July 18 | The same sUbjeCteceeeee venanncnaceeannnnn 518
Romero.
195 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | July 13 | The same subject.eeceiveeccmnavmenannannn. 518
Bigelow.
157 | Mr. Bigelow to Mr. | Aug. 10 | The same subject - evees covmercaenneannnn. 519
Sevard. A
231 | Mr. Seward to Mr. | Aug. 24 | The same subject.--- ceueeoeeeeennnsannn-. 521
& Bigelow. ' i
1866. » ‘
390 Do.........| Feb. 12. | Regarding colonization decrees issued by | 521
Maximilian.
. 1865.
Mr. Romero to Mr.| Oct. 20 | Inducements offered by Maximilian for the 522
Seward. emigration to Mexico of disaffected eitizens
of the United States. ' )
Doceeeann-. Nov. 4 | The same subject. e ceeevmeceecacennnnnn. 596
Do.........| Dec. 12 | The same subject.eeecn caececnmamannnnnn. 528
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Dec. 21 | The same SUDJECt . m e cee e 530
Romero. ‘
Mr. Romero to Mr. | Dee. 31 | The same subjectacauceeecaecnenanaenianan. 530
Hunter.
Mr. Hunter to Mr. | Dec. 31 | The same subject.... ceveeeameecacaceaanan. 535
Romiero. i
1861.
Mr. Romero toMr. | May 4.| Proposed treaty with the United States, 535
Seward. guaranteeing the boundaries of the Mexi-
' can republic and excluding slavery there-
from.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | May 7 | The same subject..caeecacacmaaeaen ool 533
Romero. )
~ Do..aaal.. May 7 | Transit desired for United States troops to 538
. Arizona vie Guaymas. *
Mr. Romero toMr. | May 8 | The same subject cacoee o veoeaaeeaaeaaan 539
Seward.
Do.cunnn... Aug. 26 | Assent of the Mexican government to the 539

transit of United States troops through its
territory to Arizona.
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Mr. F. W. Seward | Aug. 27 | The same subject ..ceeenoeeoecae i oen. 540
to Mr. Romero.
Mr. Corwin to Mr. | June 29 | The same subject - -ccceeecmurioamanannn. 541
Seward.
1865.
Mr. Romero to Mr. | July 22 | Decree issued by the Congress of the United 542
Seward. States of Colombia in favor of President
Juarez.
Mr. Seward to Mr. | Nov. 6 | The same subject «ovoee coemaeemanann s 543
Romero.
Mr. Romero to Mr. | Sept. 21 | The same subject «eceeevoaenan i onns 544
Seward. )
DO..coenn...] Oct. 24 | The same suUDjECt «eeecieaecemecacaneannns 547
1866.
Mr. Hunter to Mr. | Jan. 24 | The same subject - .zcceecevacecmnaacannes 549
Romero.
1864.
Mr. Seward to Mr.| Oct. 17 | Transmitting a medal from the citizens of 549
Romero. Montevideo to President Juarez.
Mr. Romero to Mr. | Oct. 18 | The same subject - caeoeecmeoeiomamannns ...l 651
Seward. ) i
Do-eeennns Nov. 30 ! The same subject 551
Mr. Seward to Mr.| Dec. 2 = The same subject 553
Romero.
Mr. Seward to Mr.| Dec. 5 | The same subject «cceceeccecnncaaeomnnnnns 553
Kirk.
1865.
Mr. Romero to Mr.| Aug. 21 | Transmitting anaddressexpressive of thesym- 553
Seward. pathy of the Belgian people with Mexico.
Mr. Seward to Mr.| Nov. 7 | The same subject - ccoceemcenomemoeannns 556
Romero. A
Mr. Romero to Mr.| Nov. 1 | Replyof the Mexican government to theabove 556
Seward. ' address.
1866.
Mr. Hunter to Mr.| Jan. 25 | The same subject.acaacacecseeccneaneanns 559
Romero. )
1865.
Mr. Romero to Mr.| Oct. 20 | Resolution of the Civic Guard of Liege ?ro- 559

Seward.

testing against the erection of a monument
to the memory of the Belgians who fell in

action in Mexico.
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Mr. Hunter to Mr.| Jan. 24 | The same Subject - «eceee caeeeioann soneennn 560
Romero.
' 1865. .
Mr. Romero to Mr.| Oct. 27 | Relative to the organization of the Imperial 561
Seward. Mexican Express Company. .
Do......... Oct. 31 | The same Subject - weveueveeeeeaacoeoaaaan 569
Mr. Seward to Mr.| Nov. 1 | The same subject - vevveeeeeunnaans teeeacns 570
Romero. .

General Grant to | Nov. 1 | The same subject - ceceueeace- e aee-el  B70
Mr. Seward. : ' :
M. Seward to Gen-| Nov. 1 | The same subjeet - -cccaeccecvennvcenaaaaaa| 572

eral Grant.
Mr. Seward to Mr.| Nov. 1 | The same subject - -« ccoooaeen ceeecencnnan . 572
Dickinson, .
Mr. Seward to Mr.| Nov. 1 | The same subject - cccveuaan. . 573
C. A. Seward.
1866.
Mr. Romero to Mr. | Jan. 21 | The same Subject - cecececeecceemennecnnnns 573
Hunter.
Do.eeaneo.. Jan. 28 | The same subject - cceecoeeacaencneoaaaane 574
Mr. Seward to Mr.| Jan. 31 | The same subject - - cceee coe oo coaaenoonn 576
Romero.
1864.
Mr. Romero to Mr.| July 9 | Relative to the annexation of certain Mexican 576
Seward. . States to the United States.
Mr. Seward to Mr.| July 15 | The same subject - .o coceee oo vunaaeann. 578
Romero. B
‘Mr. Romero to Mr. July 12 | Financial obligations of Maximilian. ........ 578
Seward.
Docannnn... July 15 | Protest by the Mexican agent in London 581
against French intervention and the loan
offered by Maximilian.
Mr. Seward to Mr.| July 27 | The same subject - ceveeseeansuaeaeeaeal 582
Romero.
1865.
Mr. Romero to Mr.| Feb. 6 | Protesting against any settlement or cession 582
Seward. of Mexican territory to be made by Maxi- ‘
milian to the French government.
Mr. Seward to Mr.| Feb. 25 | The same subject «.oveesseesareeeunnneaae.| 585

Romero.

.
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Mr. Romero to Mr.| Feb. 17 | Transmitting a proclamation of President Jua- | 535
Seward. rez relative to the continuance of the strug-
gle in Mexico.
Mr. Seward to Mr.! Mar. 15 | Receipt of the above ....... . ... ...... 587
Romero. )
Mr. Romero to Mr.| Mar. 28 | Transmitting certain documents relating to 587
Seward. events occurring in Mexico.
Mr. Seward to Mr.| Nov. 1 | The same subject ... ... 596
Romero. 3 ' .
Mr. Romero to Mr. April 7 | Relative to the condition of affairs in Mexico, 597
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Mr. Seward to Mr.} Nov. 2 | The same subject - ... ... ... 602
Romero.
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Hunter. territory by Maximilian. .
Mr. Romero to Mr. | June 12 | Enclosing memorandum upon the Mexican 603
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ceptance by Maximilian of the throne of
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Do.........| July 21 | Debate inthe Corps Legislatif onthe Mexican 610
question.

Mr. Seward to Mr.| Nov. 5 | Acknowledging receipz of the above......... 637
Romero.
Mr. Romero to Mr.| July 23 | Regarding the negotiation of aloan in the 638
Seward. United States for the republic of Mexice,
and the exportation of arms to Mexico.
Mr. Seward to Mr. Aug. 7 " The same subject - .. iioeiiioi oLl 640
Romero. :
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CORRESPONDENCE.

AUSTRIA.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 78.] : ~ LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, October 23, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches, Nos. 87,
88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, and 95, of dates August 26, (two,) 29th, September
19, (two,) 24, 26, October 4, (two,) respectively, and a circular of date Septem-
ber 12. : ;

I thank you very earnestly for the full and authentic intelligénce they convey
as to political and military events, the general character of which is certainly
most encouraging to all those who sincerely love their country and have an
abiding faith in the noble destiny of the commonwealth of the United States.

I have nothing especially new to report of European affairs. There has been
a Iull of considerable duration in the long agitation of the political surface.

The peace between the German powers and Denmark has not yet been signed,
but it is thought that no obstacle exists to its signature in the immediate fature.
The treaty, when concluded, will doubtless be published, and as there is prob-
ably nothing in the details of any especial interest to us on the other side of the
Atlantic, I have not thought it desirable to call your attention to such portions
of them as might become known during the progress of the negotiation. After
the scission of the provinces from the Danish monarchy has been consummated,
the question of the sovereignty will press very strenuously for its solution, and
there will probably be much animated debate before the succession question has
been settled by the diet at Frankfort.

I am not in possession of any state secrets, and certainly should never affect
in this correspondence to enjoy such an advantage, even supposing it to be an
advantage to a representative of the United States government, and supposing
- that there were really very many profound mysteries in the diplomatic world to
be discovered. I have, therefore, always abstained from attempting to cast any
horoscope as to European politics, save to give the result of my observations from
time to time as to the general question of peace or war in the immediate future,
always an important one to us. o
- At the beginning of the year a war between Denmark and Germany seemed
inevitable, as I ventured to state. During its progress it appeared probable, from
the menacing language and attitude of other powers, that the local war would
expand into a more general one. That fear has since been dispelled, and it is
even possible that Denmark may now be more tranquil, deprived of provinces
which it.was unable or forbidden to incorporate, than during that period of
struggle against an inexorable conclusion which has been terminated by the war
and the consequent triumph of the German powers.

The “personal union,” which. at a certain stage of the proceedings might
probably have been secured by Denmark, would hardly have been more than a
very temporary arrangement. '

I am not able, therefore, to inform you who is to be the sovereign of the

1 D ¢ **% .
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duchies, although I suppose it to be probable that Lauenburg will be annexed
“to Prussia. ‘

As to the future settlement of the “burning questions” of Europe I pretend
to no power of prophecy. I doubt, too, whether there are many European
statesmen who would be willing to hazard predictions with confidence. There

-is logic’ in events, but the syllogisms can with difficulty be comprehended until
they have been fairly propounded by time. Academic dissertations about Prus-
sian albition and its possible schemes of annexation and mediatization, the
chronic dualism between the great kingdom and the great empire of Germany,
and their historic rivalry for the hegemony of the great people by which central
Europe is mainly occupied, the embodiment of the German state-right principle
in the policy pursued by the middle and lesser powers, the remodelling of the
maps of Europe, and, in general, the possible future of the world in this century
or the next, are interesting and important themes for philosophical and historical
speculation, but have surely no place in a diplomatic correspondence, especially
in that of a transatlantic power. I shall only say, therefore, that, so far as my
observation can reach, no political changes seem very imminent, and the imme-
diate future can be hest expressed by negations.: : )

It does not seem to me very probable at present that Schleswig Holstein will
be annexed to, Prussia, or that the German confederation will be strengthened
or weakened or essentially modified in any way, or that France will extend her
frontiers, or that the King of Italy will reign at Rome, or that an independent
Poland will be reconstructed, or that Venetia will cease to be a part of the Aus-
trian empire. At present it appears that the instinct of the governments, if not
of the nations, is for peace, for the husbandry of state resources, and for the
development of internal industry. ‘

I have nothing to say of the famous French-Italian convention of Septem-
ber. Two years hence is a long way into the future. It is not probable that
this government would look with satisfaction on the downfall of the Pope’s
temporal power, even supposing that such an event were a possible result of the
treaty. ' It is very certain that Austria would abstain from any unprovoked at-
tack upon Ttaly, or upon any power, and I supposeit to be equally certain that
she would resist to the utmost any attempt to deprive her of Venice and the
Lombard quadrilateral. I neither comment nor moralize, but give you objec-
tively what seem to me the actual facts. , ' ,

Austria is sincerely desirous of peace with all the woild. Her financial con-
dition is not very satisfactory at present, and there is a varying, but consider-
able deficit. The rate of taxation is very high. In Vienna, one-third of the
rents of real estate goes to the tax-gatherer, and there is an income tax of seven
per centum. The debt is about three thousand millions of florins, including the
fund for disencumbering the soil from feudal charges (greindentlastungs steuer.)
Nevertheless, the resources of the empire are very great, and with a long period
of peace, and a more thorough development of liberal institutions, there is no
reason why the wealth of the empire should not be vastly increased.

The statesmen of Austria are well aware that the least profitable item of na-
tional expenditure is war-making. There is a strong party, too, who believe
that the old system of exclusive tariffs, and of what it is the fashion in many
parts of the world to call protection of native industry—that is to say, taxation
of the mass of the consumers of a country for the benefit, not of the national
treasury, but of a certain class of producers—is an error, and a very expensive
one. But the production of beet-root sugar, of native tobacco, of spirits, wines,
and many other articles, which could be purchased far more cheaply, and of
better quality, in foreign countries, has been immensely stimulated by protec-

_ tion, and the classes interested are too powerful not to be able to oppose with

success any sacrifice of their vested interests. ‘
The new Zollverein, which will be formed on the basis of the recent Freneh-
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Prussian treaty at the expiration of the original one after next year, will in-
clude nearly all the states of Giermany, excepting the Austrian empire, and the
tariff of duties will be considerably lower than those of the present Zollverein,
and of course than those of this empire. There is much negotiation, I believe,
between Austria and Prussia on this subject, and it is supposed some bitterness,
as the political as well as commercial advantages ensuing to Prussia through
the new customs union are thought to be great. ‘ .

As you are well aware, the direct trade between the United States and Aus-
tria has sunk to an almost imperceptible amount. The direct exportation from
the United States to Austria in the year 1862 was $35,615, although, of
course, a considerable portion of the exports to Bremen, Hamburg, and the Zoll-
verein, which in the same year amounted in all to nearly thirteen millions ot
dollars, was sent to Austria. Nevertheless, it will at some future day seem
most astonishing that the traffic direct and indirect of seventy millions of peo-
ple—about equally divided between the republic and the empire—could be kept
within such infinitesimal proportions, mainly owing to the prohibitory legisla-
tion of both countries. There is a kind of panic in the Vienna bourse, and there
has been a rise in the gold agio of a few per cent.—a very trifling matter in
comparison with the spasmodic oscillations of our own exchange, but one which,
nevertheless, causes uneasiness. The premium on specie is now about 17 per
cent. The panic is partly ascribed to the large purchases going on in financial
centres, like Frankfort, of United States bonds, and a corresponding sale of
Austrian securities. Certainly, to those who believe in the continued existence
of the United States in the family of nations, the prices of our stocks are tempt-
ing. It is not often that the obligations of a great commonwealth pay an inter-
est of 15 per cent. to the purchaser. "When one recollects that the nation whose
credit stands thus low adds one-third to its population and doubles its capital
every ten years, and has never been delinquent to its plighted faith since its
government was established, it may be supposed that there are individuals hardy
enough to venture upon such a speculation, notwithstanding the enormous false-
hoods and calumnies which have been sown broadcast through the world by our
enemies.

1 should say that a considerable change in the public opinion of Europe in
regard to our affairs had taken place of late. It begins to be thought possible
.that the republic of the United States may, after all, prove to be the fact, and
the slaveholders’ confederacy the fiction; and the world of late has been some-
what less favored than before with school-boy declarations about the horrors of war-
and the blessings of peace. Writers or speakers who imagine that the Ameri-
can people, in defending their national existence and their free institutions against
the revolt of the slaveholders, were simply inspired by a love of carnage in the
abstract, and by a desire to sacrifice themselves, their children, and their worldly
goods, for the mere amusement of carrying on a terrible war, are, perhaps, a
little less admired than they have been. ‘

Those Europeans, on the other hand, who could understand from the first the
great purpose, the high resolve, the steady progress, and the unfaltering energy
of a great people, when engaged in a work which Providence had imposed upon
this generation of Americans, rejoice at the result, which now seems to them
securéd—that negro slavery and the oligarchy based upon it are to be num-
bered with the things of the past—they Lave seen that no war of which history
has preserved a record was ever more definite or more logical in its object, more
humane in its details, or more thoroughly justified by reason and the highest
considerations of humanity. ‘ b

For the American republic to have accepted the political annihilation threat-
ened by the slaveholders, from a base fear of the perils and sacrifices of war,
would have been to proclaim itself unworthy to be the guardian of popular free-
dom and free institutions in the western world.
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The Reichsrath has been summoned by his Tmperial Royal Majesty to assem-
ble on the 12th of November.
- I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, - -
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY -
- Hon. WirLiam H. SEwaARD,
- Secretary of State, Washington.

Myr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 79.] LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
: Vienna, October 31, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to state that, upon the 26th of October, his Imperial
Royal Majesty accepted the resignation by his excellency Count Rechberg of
his functions as minister of foreign affairs and of the imperial household. The
fact was communicated on the same day by circulars to the various foreign lega-
tions at Vienna. On the following day a circular from Count Mensdorff Ponilly
announced his appointment to the functions resigned by Count Rechberg.

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant,

. : J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, §c., &¢., &ec.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 82.] LeeaTioN or THE UNITED STATES,
. Vienna, November 8, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 99,
- enclosing a copy of a despatch from Mr. Jackson, United States consul at Hali-
fax, in which certain reports are given from Charleston and Halifax newspapers
in regard to a supposed scheme for shipping thirty or forty thousand Polish
soldiers for the rebel armies. I shall not neglect your instructions to use due
vigilance towards thwarting the scheme referred to, but I would observe that so
far as Austrian Poland is concerned the state of siege in that country still exists,
and it would be extremely difficult for any recruits for this Polish confederate
army to cross the frontier in any direction, except with permission of the gov-
ernment, which assuredly would not be given.
I bave the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.
Hon. WirLiam H. SEWARD, '
Secretary of State,” Washington.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 86.] , LeeaTiON oF THE UNITED STATES, .
Vienna, December 12, 1864.
Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 103,
of date November 14, giving an account of the ceremonies performed at New
York in honor of the deceased imperial royal minister resident at Washington,
Count Giorgi, in conformity with the instructions issued by the State Department,
and enclosing copies of two letters from the United States district attorney, E.
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Delafield Smith, esquire—the one to the Department of State; the other to the
imperial royal consul general at New York, Mr. Loosey.

I have further to state that, immediately upon the receipt of the documents,
T addressed a note to his excellency Count Mensdorff, imperial royal minister
of foreign affairs, communicating the substance of your despatch, together with
a copy of Mr. Smith’s letter to the department. '

T also took the opportunity to express my own sympathy for the loss sus-
tained by the imperial royal government in the death of Count Giorgi, and to
add my own tribute to his personal worth.

I now enclose the translation of a note just received from his excellency Count
Mensdorff, in which, as you will perceive, I am requested to express the high
appreciation by the imperial royal government of the friendly and becoming
spirit in which the United States government has thus paid these last and well-
merited honors to the lamented deceased. :

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, Washington.

Count Mensdorff to Mr. Motley.
[Translation. ]

VIENNA, December 7, 1864.

The undersigned, minister of the imperial household and of foreign affairs, has the honor
to acknowledge the receipt of the esteemed note of the envoy-extraordinary and minister
plenipotentiary of the United States of America, Mr. Lothrop Motley, of date the 2d instant,
and to express his thanks for the official communication therein made in relation to the de-

. cease of the imperial Austrian minister resident at Washington, Count Giorgi, and to the
solemn ceremonies at his funeral.

The undersigned takes the liberty also of expressing to the United States minister the

reat satisfaction with which he has perceived in that esteemed note and its accompanying
gocuments, that the sincere grief which the imperial government feels at the loss of its repre-
sentative at Washington is shared by the government of the United States, and that the lat-
ter issued such comprehensive directions in relation to the last honors to the deceased as ex-
hibit a striking proef of its sympathy. . ’

The imperial government values all the more highly the confirmation upon this occasion
of the friendly sentiments of the United States government, since it recognizes therein a pur-
pose to do honor to the power of which the deceased was a representative, and to give a
worthy expression to the friendly relations between the two states.

The undersigned has the honor also to request the United States minister to express the
sincere thanks of the imperial royal government to the United States government for its pro-
ceedings upon the occasion of the obsequies, so honorable both to the deceased, Count Giorgi,
and to the Austrian imperial states, and embraces the ¢pportunity to renew to the minister
the assurance of his high and distinguished consideration.

. MENSDORFF PONILLY.
Mr. LoTHROP MOTLEY, ’

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America.

Mr. Motley to M. Seward.

[Extract.]
No. 87.] ’ LEcATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, February 13, 1865.
SigR: ¥ * * * * * * * * % * *

There has been for a period of two or three months a remarkable lull in the
European atmosphere. In this empire an indisposition on the part of the gov-
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ernment to depart from the circle of its domestic cares and duties is more and
more apparent. The Reichsrath is occupied—in committees chiefly—with pro-
jeéts for retrenchment and économy, and it is supposed that the budget for 1866
may possibly be laid before the Chambers previously to the final disposition of
the estimates for 1865.

Projects exist of assembling the diets in Hungary, and hopes are entertained
even of obtaining deputations from that kingdom to the Reichsrath before the
expiration of the term for which the present assembly was chosen, but the pro-
jects would seem to be premature and the hopes over-sanguine. .

" At present matters remain in much the same condition as that which has ex-
isted for the last two years. The passive opposition of Hungary to any plans
for merging its separate existence in the constitutional empire still continues.

The elose political intimacy between Austria and Prussia seems unbroken,
so far as can be judged from any outward signs, and this combination, which a
few years ago would have been an impossibility, has already become one of the
commonplaces of European politics. - Yet there is no doubt that a vague feeling
of uneasiness on the subject exists both in Grermany and in the rest of Europe.

Prussia and Apustria combined are an enormous military force, capable of
neutralizing any manifestation in the centre of Europe, to which it should be
hostile. External movements against the Rhine or against Venetia, rising in
Poland or Hungary, would be utterly futile so long as this alliance remains.

Whether the Schleswig-Holstein matter is to cement the compact, or whether,
on the contrary, it is to fall asunder as soon as a decision of that question is
reached, must soon be seen. '

There is much impatience felt here as to the masterly Prussian procrastination
through which the interim still continues. The diplomatic correspondence be-

tween the two powers has not yet been published, nor has it yet,come to an end,
but the. general opinion would seem to be that a present scheme for annexing
the duchies to Prussia does not exist. It is observable, however, that while the
liberal party is loud in denouncing all such projects, and in calling for the
installation of the prince of Augustenburg as rightful sovereign of the duchies,
the more ministerially inclined appear almost indifferent as to the possibility of
annexation, and are lukewarm in regard to Augustenburg. But the matter
;{:)amno‘i1 be protracted much longer, and a decision as to the sovereignty must soon

e made.

In regard to our own affairs, I should say that a decided change in what is
called the public opinion of Europe is manifesting itself. In this empire we have
never had to combat with the malice, the calumny, and the treacherous and per-
fidious “neutrality” by which some other nations have succeeded in injuring us
almost as much as by direct hostilities.

‘We have not often been brought into actual contact” with the government on
exciting questions, but its attitude towards us has been uniformly loyal, frank
and unequivocal. The sovereign of the country has, on more than one occasion,
done me the honor to express in energetic language his admiration of the
steadiness, the courage, and the vast resources by which the United States
government had maintained its authority; and his sympathy with our military
successes ; and certainly not a word has ever emanated from the imperial royal
Foreign Office, or from any statesman or public speaker, that could offend the
dignity or wound the susceptibility of the American people, engaged as it is in
a life and death contest with the demon of slavery.

The tone of the journalism in this capital in regard to our affairs has been, in
general, respectful, friendly, and intelligent, while articles have been occasionally
published manifesting a thorough acquaintance with the subject, and much breadth
and depth of reflection as to the consequences of our great revolution. At present
the opinion seems to have pervaded every channel of public thought in Europe
that the war is drawing to a close, that the cause of the confederacy is lost, and

L)
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that the united republic is to rise superior to all the powers of domestic treason
and foreign malice, and to be more conspicuous and formidable than ever.

I shall not endeavor to analyze the materials of which this opinion is com-
ounded. I only state it as a fact, and as anew one. The very opposite opinion
as been until lately the prevailing one; and those who have maintained the

certainty of the continued existence of our undivided commonwealth,and the
ultimate extinetion both of the mutiny and of slavery, have been met with a smile
of incredulity. - For my own part, as I have never faltered for one instant since
the beginning of the war in my faith that Jefferson Davis and his fellow con-
spirators had undertaken an impossible task, and that a government founded
like ours, on the broad basis of the popular will, and a widely extended suffrage,
was immovable and impregnable, I do not feel any more encouraged now _that
the whole European world accepts than I was disturbed when it denounced and
ridiculed such convictions.

On the contrary, I should say that Europe in its impatience is again going
too fast. Four years ago it was in a great hurry for the United States govern-
ment to abdicate, and for the American nation to get itself decently buried without
further delay. Now it is equally hasty in giving short shrift to the rebellion,
and in expecting by every day’s steamer to hear that it had given up the ghost.
Especially an importance which seems inexplicable has been attributed to cer-
tain reported negotiations which it was supposed were at once to bring the
war to a close. As if the very term negotiation were not in itself an absurdity
and a recognition of the rebellion, and as if the United States government were
about to make itself an accomplice in one of the darkest crimes ever recorded
by history, by proposing to compound the gigantic felony with the chief criminals.

Certainly there seem unequivoeal symptoms of a coming counter revolution by
the people of the slaveholding States against the oligarchs. The palingenesis
of Missouri, of Maryland, and (as it now seems probable) of Tennessee, makes
e heart of every loyal American and every hater of slavery leap for joy, and
it would seem to require only a wider expansion of the movement—to expect
which in the early future secms not over sanguine—to cause the whole common-
wealth of the United States to be born again into a newer and a higher life.

But we cannot disguise from ourselves that we have a long road to travel
before the end of this war is reached. Rebellion still maintains great armies in
the field, and defies the lawful government from-its intrenched capital.

Until those true peace negotiators, our great generals and admirals and our
magnificient armies and fleets, have destroyed the military power of the rebellion,
we can hardly dare to hope for an effective counter revolution in the insurgent
States. :

The European' public is, however, already busy with speculations as to the
geries of events likely to follow the reconstruction of the Union, prominent among
which, of course, are tremendous military movements by the combined veteran
armies of the loyal and of the lately insurgent sections. ;

The invasion of Canada and of Mexico without an instant’s delay, the sweeping
off from the American continent of every vestige of European dominion, from
Behrings Straits to the Isthmas, the revolutionizing of Ireland—a war with
. France and England, and I know not what besides—these are the phantoms
made to dance about to appal the souls of fearful politicians. It is superfluous to
say that such tricks to inveigle the rulers of Europe into rgndering assistance
at the last moment to the sinking rebellion are too shallow {0 have a chance of
success. . ’

I have the honor to remain your obedient servant,
’ J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, &c., &c., &e.
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Myr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 88.] LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, February 26, 1865.

Sir: I 'have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches Nos. 123
and 124; of dates of January 30 and February 7, both reaching me by the same

0st.

d The subject which, perhaps, more than any other is causing excitement in the

- European world at this moment is the late conference between the United States
government and the insurrection. The rumors concerning these negotiations, as
they are called, have been various, and the comments upon them in many organs of
public opinion in Europe occasionally very laughable. For my own part, I'have
been waiting very patiently for an authentic account, never having an atom of fear

“that the President could contemplate any compromise on the integrity of the nation
and the abolition of slavery, and not entertaining a hope that the ringleaders of the
insurrection were yet ready to abandon their attempt to destroy our great republic.

As it is not possible for me to imagine any third result to the war—the only
alternative being the absolute success of the insurgents, or their subjugation—I
have always believed that the sword must continue to be the only instrument to
effect a solution of the terrible problem, which has been given the Americans of the
present generation to golve. Four yearsis a long time in the life of an individual,
but it is a mere moment in the life of a great nation ; and although every heart is
sick with the bloodshed and the sufferings—worse than death— which this slave- -
holders’ insurrection has brought upon our once prosperous country, no man
capable of thought on great subjects can doubt that the only way to avoid eternally
recwrring warfare on our continent in future is to make thorough work now.

_ It is very heroic, no doubt, to talk of resisting subjugation by the United
States government, but as you and I and all of us are also subjugated in the
same way without much discomfort, and as twenty-five millions of Americans
are willingly obedient to the law, there does not seem any great tyranny in en-
forcing it on a minority who happen to prefer anarchy.

If our fundamental law, the United States Constitution, violates the eternal
principles of reason and justice, rebellion against it, with a reasonable prospect
of success, would be most virtuous. But as no man ever yet had the hardihood
to make such an assertion, it is clearly the duty of the President to maintain the
Constitution until rebellion is beaten down, or until bloody treason has trampled
out the government of our fathers. _

" Neither result has as yet been reached, and, therefore, peace seems still im-
possible. In this empire;as I have always informed you, we have never had to
contend with the calumny and malevolence with which America has been so
profusely indulged by some other countries.

Here there is an honest desire, I think, both on the part of the government
and of a majority of the population, that the insurrection should be suppressed,
slavery abolished, and the Union restored. It is not necessary on this occasion
to analyze very closely these sentiments, but there is a feeling that the growth
of the United States in power and prosperity is not, necessarily, a misfortune
for the Austrian empire; and there is also a general conviction that the United
States government represents law, order, and civilization, while the slaveholders’
rebellion means barbarism and anarchy. ,

There is a strohg wish expressed liere that peace should be restored in
America, and the contrast is very great between this sentiment and the panic
which raged in England and France at the moment when there seemed a proba-
bility that peace was to be suddenly restored in our country.

There is something almost diverting at first sight, and yet, in reality, very
melancholy in the public explosions of fear, of hatred, and of irritation at such
a possible result on the part of those who have so long been howling over our
“wicked, causeless, hopeless war.”
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Nothing will suit the American people, when its government is once restored
in its integrity, it appears, but an instantaneous onslaught upon Canada on the
one side, and upon Mexico on the other.

The American mob, dripping in gore and domineering over a feeble government,
(which, however, has become so entirely tyrannical as to have obliterated every
vestige of popular liberty,) is about to rush forward to a war with France and
England at once, not being half satisfied with the bloodshed of the last four years.

As it is not possible to discover in our own country any respectable source of
any such dire forebodings, one is forced to ascribe them to the guilty imagina-
tions of public writers and stump-speakers on this side of the Atlantic. It is
thought natural, perhaps, that the Americans, whose national character, public
men, current history, whose noblest deeds and highest aspirations, have been
during the last four years the object of calumny, hatred, and persistent falsifi-
cation, altogether without example in history in what used to be called “our
mother country,” stung by the memory of those insults and by the material
injury inflicted gipon their commerce by English pirates, may be disposed to
avenge themselves when they feel themselves strong enough. And because the -
destruction of an unfortunate republic—our next-door neighbor—by the fleets
and armies of the first military power in the world, does not seem exactly con-
sonant to our ideas of right and to our national traditions, it is supposed that we
shall consider it our duty to dethrone the new emperor by force of arms, even
although the Mexicans should unequivocally manifest their desire to be gov-
erned by him. I need not say that I have on proper occasions combated all
these hysterical suggestions ; and until I am otherwise instructed, and until I
see very different indications of the national tendencies from such as are now
evident to me, I shall continue to maintain that the dearest object of the people
and of the government—which are one in the United States—is to preserve
peace with all the world, and to have no more bloodshed during this century if it
can be avoided. :

We shall have enough to do when our civil war is over in cultivating the
arts of peace; and as to our European enemies, whose name is legion, it is to be
hoped, so long as they refrain from passing from words to blows, that we ghall
astonish them by a great indifference.

I am glad to see the termination of the Fort Monroe conference and cannot
help believing that its result will be to strengthen the government by making
manifest the fact—which has, however, always seemed evident enough—that
until there is a counter revolution in the insurgemt States against the leaders of
the rebellion, the idea of peace must be renounced. .

The report of the President, together with your despatch to Mr. Adams of
February 7, reached me yesterday as published in the New York journals, and
I need not say with how much interest I have read them.

I send you a bit of European comment on these various “mnegotiations” with
the Richmond cabal, printed in a great variety of continental journals, and
coming originally from an English source. If you have not seen it, it may
cause you a laugh in the midst of your labors to see the solemnity with which
such childish gabble is uttered by the public instructors of Furope. I cut the
slip from a Belgium paper, never having seen the English original. The facts
of President Lincoln’s having abandoned the emancipation proclamation, and of
the coming incorporation of the rebel army with that of the United States for
foreign war, are very refreshing.

Our volunteers by the terms of enlistment being disbanded on peace being
made with the insurgents, the United States army will prove but a slender
nucleus for the great invading force contemplated. )

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, ‘

. J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwaRD, §e., §c., §c.
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['l“rans‘lation. ]
NEWS FROM ENGLAND.'

LoNDON, February 17, 1865.

The Morning Pest vouches for the truth ef the following news, which it berrows from
the Owl, which appeared on Wednesday :

We have it in our power, from information through a special channel, to give positively
the conditions transmitted by President Lincoln, through the intervention of Mr. Blair, to
President Davis, as bases of pacification. They are as follows : :

1st. The abolition of slavery shall be determined by the legislatures of the States as to
time and circumstance, but slavery must be abolished.

2d. The Confederate States shall re-enter the Union with the same rights and privileges
which they had when they left it.

3d. The confederate army shall not be disbanded, but-shall be incorporated with the
federal army for foreign war.

4th. In the Union re-established, the past shall be forgotten.

The second of these propositions having been immediately rejected by President Davis, it
became useless to discuss the others.

In publishing' this document we shall call the special attention of our rgaders, first, to the
fact that we know, upon incontrevertible authority, that if Mr. Blair had not been invested
with full power by President Lincoln, he would not have been received by President Davis ;
secondly, to the fact that President Lincoln abandons emancipation by ﬁis own proclama-
tion, leaving the question to the separate action of the States; thirdly, to the fact that the
policy of his government tends directly to foreign aggression.

Myr. Seward to Mr. Motley.

No. 129.] ' ' DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
‘ : ‘ Washington, March 13, 1865.

Sir: I thank you for your very interesting despatch of the 13th of February,
which relates exclusively to German affairs. Although there is no immediate
connexion between those matters and the now ruling interests in the United
States, it is nevertheless certain that a knowledge of the political and financial
condition of the continental European countries, and of their neutral relations, is
necessary to enable us to determine what policy, in regard to ourselves, we ma;
at any time expect at the hands of the principal maritime powers. ‘

At present, these powers are so far easy in regard to European questions, °
that they remain at liberty to co-operate, as they have generally done, in a
policy which is unfair and illiberal towards the United States and the other
American republies. * -
~ Harmony among the European nations is not likely to increase, while, happily
for us, our military and political situation secems to be steadily and decidedly
improving. ; '

It was the chief responsibility of our administration during the last four years
to preserve the integrity ofi‘the Union against the assaults of faction. The
next four years may well be occupied, so far as this department is concerned,
with lawful efforts to restore its prestige among the nations.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
: WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
J. Lornror MoTLEY, Esq., §¢., &c., §c., Vienna.

‘ Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.
No. 89.] ' Un~iTED STATES LEGATION,
: Vienna, April 2, 1865.

SIR : ;The debates in the Reichsrath for the past few days have been of un-
usual interest. The subject of the budget has been under discussion, and the
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finance committee of the. Reichsrath, after having obtained a concession for
government of twenty millions of florins as a reduetion of the appropriations,
has insisted on still further subtractions in detail, amounting in gross to some five
or gix millions. This the government opposes, and there has been for a time
a good deal of talk, both in the papers and in various circles of society, about
what it is the fashion to call a ¢ ministerial erisis.” As it seems certain that
on the question of reduction the government would be in a minority, it was
supposed that the ministry would resign. ' )

The speeches in the Reichsrath have been very able ; for, as I have often had
oceasion to remark in this correspondence, it is for no lack of forensic talent
that Austria is not among the leading parlimentary governments of Europe ;
but I cannot venture to ask your attention, ocenpied so intensely as it is with
our own most weighty affairs, to the debates in general ; but T would recommend
you to read the able and luminous exposition of the policy and principles of
the present imperial administration, especially in regard to internal affairs, made
by the minister of state, M. de Schmerling, the most pregnant passages of
which I have just translated. . ‘

I abstain from all comment, because the speech itself will give you a clearer
idea of the position of parties in and out of the Reichsrath than I could possibly
do, even by a long despatch. You who are so familiar with the certaminis
gaudia of great legislative assemblies, and are yourself so consummate a
master of debate, will not fail to observe the passages which called forth the
angry retorts of opponents, and those which gave most satisfaction to the sup-
porters of government. : '

The conclusion you will perceive to be that the ministers have no intention
of resigning. _ :

(SPEECH OF THE MINISTER OF STATE.)

«The debate on the address and the discussion of the budget,” said the .
minister of state, «“are commonly the moments in parliamentary life when the
contest is carried on on both sides in the most vigorous manner, and where the
weightiest forces are summoned into action either for or against the government.
“We had the one contest—that on'the address—months ago. The second is
now begun; and although I maintain that, perhaps, under our present circum-
stances, it is not entirely justifiable to bring on a contest for or against the gov-
ernment on the occasion of the budget discussion, yet I cannot conceal from
myself the fact that the contest is taking place.

«If I say that, according to my individual view, this should not be the object
of an excited contest in the present condition of Austria, I may be permitted
to express myself somewhat more definitely. Above all, there is no doubt on
the part of the government and of the Reichsrath that the greatest possible
economy should be practiced, that every possible effort should be made to re-
store the equilibrium in the-state accounts, while in regard to the measure there
may indeed be a difference. '

< Still less, in my opinion, is there any reason to make a so-called act of con-
fidence or of distrust in the government out of the question whether one votes
for a greater or a lesser sum. This may have full justification in other parlia-
ments, and, in fact, we have seen that the votes given in a budget discussion
have been of necessity interpreted into a vote of confidence or want of con-
fidence in the government. But in other countries—for in other countries we
have, after all, totally different arrangements in the composition of the budget,
quite different arrangements in the appropriation of the voted sum, quite dif-
ferent arrangements in the calculations of the same. There, where it is per-
missible to make a general appropriation for the whole of one department, (min-
isterium ;) there, where it is even permissible to make one general appropriation

\
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for all the departments—there, indeed, this act is of such a nature that it implies
confidence or distrust in the government. For where a vast power of dealing
with money is given to the departments, there certainly is a possibility of
misuse of the sums voted, there certainly corruption is possible; but of all this
there is no possibility in Austria. :

¢ I say this quite openly. Any man who reads the five volumes of our state

computations; who sees with what exactness the salary of the minister as well
~as the humblest servant, the residence of the stadtholder as of the gamekeeper
on any domain, is settled; who sees the thousand and thousand sets of figures,
and, on. the other hand, looks through the finance laws in which the government
is bound not only to the separate chapters but to the particular titles and para-
graphs—that man I will ask, What minister, even if a much larger sum is ac-
corded to him than to many may seem proper, will find that a special confidence
is reposed in him, when it is pefectly clear in what way the money is to be
spent, and when the ministers are not in the position to spend the money for
anything else than the objects for which it was voted? * % ¥
* * * * * * During the debate on the address there
‘was a very loud cry to us ministers in particular—for youw we have one warn-
ing—self recognition and conversion. Now, as regards self-recognition, we
can openly confess that we have it sufficiently. It is very conceivable that we
should possess it; for if one looks into our circumstances, if one observes what
is written and spoken, one will indeed admit that there has been no lack of
warnings, rebukes, and tuition for the ministers. The days in which it could
be said that men flattered princes and ministers are long since passed away.
Certainly, the ministers are not much flattered at present. [Universal and
continued merriment.] ¥ * % Kook And, first, of ex-
ternal policy. I shall say but a few words of this, as I doubt not my honored
colleague, the minister of foreign affairs, will be able within a few days to speak
circumstantially on the subject.  * * % xRk *
" Doubtless, one demands of us the greatest energy in our foreign policy,
in order to strengthen and maintain the position of Austria as a great power.
This is doubtless what is wished, what is justly required of him in whose hands
the direction of our foreign affairs is placed. What is offered to him now for
support of this vigorous policy? On the one side, that we cannot possibly
maintain anything else than a perpetual peace—that we, at least, should not
think of ever following any other policy than that of peace, that is to say, the
abstinence from every active proceeding, even should such active proceeding be,
after all, very much demanded. And what further is offered us? Perpetual
representations that we are an eutirely broken-down, dilapidated, creditless,
* ruined state. :

“I think, gentlemen, that these are not the elements out of which to create
for us a powerful position in foreign lands, and to make it possible for the min-
ister of foreign affairs to bring his word as a weighty one into the councils of
Europe. [Bravo in the centre.] :

“Look, gentlemen, at the way in which they deal with such matters a little
to the northward of us. We have in a northern capital the truly melancholy
and unrefreshing spectacle of ruinous internal constitutional circumstances, an
earnest conflict carried on by the house of deputies against the government, and
the fierce and animated debates are brought to us in every newspaper. But
have you, gentlemen, heard from one single deputy in that northern capital,
during the debate on the military reorganization, an intimation that Prussia should
give up her position as a great power—should reduce herself for a time, and
keep quietly at home in politics, and let things roll over her as they might?  *
* # * * * LS L .

“No deputy has so spoken.  * * * * * * Not one
intimation has there been that the state was a broken-down and a ruined one,

’
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and that one must, therefore, renounce any vigorous movements in the external
world. [Commotion on the left.] , : ;
" «T come now to that which most concerns me, and about which I have been
obliged, both yesterday and to-day, to hear many reproaches—namely, the man-
agement of our internal policy. The reproach is.always made to the govern-
ment that the interior constitutional circumstances are not yet arranged; in
other words, that the constitution is not yet carried out, or, as it is the fashion

to say, the Hungarian question is not yet solved. * * * * *
* * For us there is but one solution, whether a resultless one or not the

future must show, that we hold on inviolably to the constitution, and put every-
thing in motion to bring about its recognition in Hungary.- 'We are by far not
so sanguine as one thinks, if one assumes that we flatter ourselves that the next
Hungarian diet (Landtag) will bring the constitution question to a pacific solu-
tion, and that, a few weeks after it has assembled, deputies will be chosen from
Hungary for the Reichsrath, and come here to take their seats among us. We
are not so sanguine as that; and if from some parts of the house there is always
the greatest value attached to the summoning of the Hungarian Landtag, while
then the constitutional question is to be at once solved, we are not disposed to
believe that the question will be at once solved. ,

«But we flatter ourselves thatby a quiet and consistent forward movement of
the government at last this question will also come to a settlement. We expect
that very many, even in Hungary, who have the inner conviction that a close
annexation (Anschluss) must be carried out, and that the imperial constitution
must at last become a truth for Hungary; that they at last will take courage to
stand up for their convictions by speaking out, and that we shall thus at last
reach the goal towards which we have so long been striving.

“That this aim is a great one no man will deny; that great aims are not
reached in a very short time is quite as certain; and if you will look back,
gentlemen, to the period when it was at last possible for an English parliament
to carry the Catholic bill, the corn bill, the reform bill, you will not stigmatize.
this government as careless and inefficient if it has not in four years found it

ossible to bring the Hungarian question to its solution. At any sate, we have
the honest will to take hold of the question. We can only manifest that will
by declaring, in the name of the government, that all preparations are made to
convoke in the shortest time the Croatian and Hungarian diets, and that at last
it will only depend on this high assembly to hasten the period, because those
bodies can only be assembled when the larger Reichsrath (Gesamntreichsrath)
has concluded its session. ~ *  * ¥ *' x x x  x X
In regard to the financial condition of the empire, the finance minister has al-
ready spoken, and I have, therefore, but little to say. But this I will say, that
if our financial circumstances are such as they have been depicted—if the distress
. is so great throughout the empire as we have here been told, then is our posi-
tion an entirely desperate one, and then one had better take counsel how to
apply radical remedies for the calamity; I say radical remedies, because that it
is not a radical measure, whether twenty or twenty-five millions are struck off
from a budget of more than five hundred millions, seems to me tolerably clear.
* * * * * * * *
* « A few words, in conclusion, as to the position of this administration in regard
to this house and the different parties in it. : '

« I have repeatedly said, and say it now, that a true constitutional life is only
thoroughly possible when there is as harmonious a co-operation as is practicable
of the government with the representative body. I have repeatedly said that
the government and the representative body are not two different parties, inas-
much as that both have one object before their eyes, namely, the welfare of the
empire, and, perhaps, can only he of different opinions in regard to the means.
I have already declared that conflicts between the government and the repre
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sentative body are to be lamented, and to be as much as possible avoided, for

the very simple reason that they are not two opposing parties, and because, if

even that wert the case, there is no superior judge to decide between the parties, "
that therefore prudence and necessity drive government and representatives

into the way of working as harmeniously as possible together.

“This is the view which I have ever taken, and which I now express again, be-
cause it brings me to declare whether the government deserves the reproach that it
is one-sided, obstinate, self-willed, because it does not conform itself in all direc-
tions to the votes of the representative: body. On this I have to observe as
follows: I leave out of view whether or not a strong parliamentary government
is a possibility in Austria ; whether it be possible or not te govern exactly aceord-
ing to the majority, and if it be possible or not to form so-called majority adminis-
trations. ! ’

“I will only indicate the moral effect of the so-called majority of a house on
the resolutions of the government. I can well understand that a government
which is opposed by a closely-formed party, a party which has a fixed pro-
gramme, a party in the midst of which are men with a sufficient knowledge of
affairs (Sachkenntnisz) and equipped with a competent gift of administration
to take the reins of power if they are called upon to do so. I can well under-
stand that a government is morally bound to be aecountable to such a party
and to accommodate itself to it as far as possible. ,

“I beg to be excused, however, if 1 adhere to the opinion of a deputy who
has said that such parties do not exist in this house, and that, in particular, the
Earty which calls itself his Majesty’s faithful opposition cannot be considered

y us as a party with a fixed programme. The relation is rather that many
men, doubtless guided by conviction, have temporarily found themselves to-
gether, who, in the most important questions, have quite divergent views, and
whom we-cannot, therefore, regard as a party, because it is only a party in that
it wakes opposition:to government.

“ And to this party we cannot concede that decisive weight which, according to
our opinions, ought to fall into the scale as the moral weight of a fully or-
ganized party. 'This must not be taken ill of us, and therefore offence should
not be taken, if when here and there the votes of this house go against the gov-
ernment we still find it consistent with our honor, our duty, and our constitu-
tional principles, to continue to place our services at the disposition of his
Majesty. * * #* * * * ]Jf we are—however we may lament it—not
always in accordance with the views of this honorable house, it is not from a
contradictory spirit ; it is the expression of the feeling that the government is
an independent factor in the constitutional life, and, therefore, must act according
to its convictions, as it is- assumed to be the case with the other factors of the
constitutional life. ‘

“For us is the same device as that which has often been announced by mem-
bers of this honorable heuse : true to the Emperor, but also to the constitution,
and true obedience to duty.”

You are aware that a new step is about to be taken in the Schleswig-Holstein
affair. A motion has been made in the Diet, and will be voted on the 6th of this
month, to establish the prince of Augustenburg in the government of Holstein,
the question de jure being reserved for future decision. This so-called Saxon-
Bavarian-Hessian proposition is to this effect, the diction being important :

“That the high assembly of the Bund would, under reservation of a further
and final decision, (Beschlusz fassung,) express the confident expectation that
it will please the high governments of Austria and Prussia to give now to the
hereditary prince of Schleswig-Holstein Sondesburg-Augustenburg into his own
administration, the duchy of Holstein ; in regard, however, to the arrangements
made between them as to the duchy Louenburg, to cause communications to be
made to the Diet.” -
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I have reason to believe that this proposition is favored by the Austrian gov-
ernment, and that it will be opposed by Prussia. . ...

The matter was, of course, much alluded to in the debates in the Reichsrath,
and you'will see by extracts from the speech of Count Mensdorff, which I append,
that the position which Austria means to take will be very elearly laid down in
the Diet. You will observe that the minister attaches the highest importance
to the good understanding with Prussia, but expresses himself as hopeful of a
satisfactory solution of the Schleswig-Holstein question.

If the Austrian declaration to the Diet be of the nature indicated, it is diffi
cult to see how it can be otherwise than unpalatable to Prussia. :

COUNT MENSDORFF’S SPEECH.

* x % % «Very far from regarding diplomacy,” said the minister of
foreign affairs, Count Mensdorff, “as an exclusive guild, mystery, only attain-
able by the elect, I entirely share in the opinion expressed in this house, that it
is possible for every educated man of average capacity, without having been at
a regular diplomatic school, to form a correct judgment in questions of foreign
policy. But I also permit myself to hold to my modest view, that the handling
of these foreign questions ‘requires the greatest discretion when one is not in-
tending to quit the diplomatic field and to go over to that of deeds. . The word
which falls into publicity from the lips of the foreign minister of a great power
must be closely and wisely pondered, because it imposes upon the state the ob-
ligation, in case of necessity, with its whole power to makeit good. That may
be the reason why in all times and places the observance of reserve has always
formed and still forms one of the first rules of diplomacy.

« After the gloomy picture painted in this house of our interior circumstances,
it is a doubly sacred duty for him who has the honor of conducting our foreign
affairs to lend all his energies to the maintenance of peace, of which the em-
pire seems in every respect to stand so much in need. We believe ourselves to
have never left thiz aim out of view, and to have attained it through the course
pursued by the imperial cabinet, so far as that an earnest danger of war is not
threatening us from any quarter.

“In a rapid solution of so complicated a question as that of Schleswig-Hol-
stein probably no one ever seriously believed. Were the legal question as in-
disputably clear and indubitable as it is representéd here to be on many sides,
there would not be so many various conceptions concerning it, and the affair
would have long since found its solution. The imperial cabinet will have an
opportunity on the 6th of April to indicate in Frankfort the stand-point which
it means to take on the question. By the co-possession in the duchies, Austria
is in a position to prevent a solution detrimental to itself, and to guard the justi-
fiable claims of the German Bund.

« Prussia enjoys the same advantage with equal justification, and we entertain
the conviction that this much-decried diplomacy will succeed in making a solu-
tion possible without endangering that good understanding with Prussia which,
notwithstanding all arguments to the contrary, has thus far, according to my
inmost conviction, prevented any interference by foreign powers in German
affairs. I see therein still the basis for a greater unifiction of Germany, and
therefore of an elevation of our prestige (auschen) in respect to foreign countries.
A less circumspect policy would probably have involved us in a war, as to the
dimensions and. consequences of which I shall refrain from giving any opinion.
If thereby financial difficulties have been lessened, and the development of our
institutions furthered, are questions which answer themselves.

You may be sure that the imperial government will do its best to further the
industrial interests of the empire. * * * * * *

“ The relations with Italy have great difficulties. The hostile attitude comes
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not from Austria alone, but it is maintained in those regions perpetually, and on
all public manifestations nothing is neglected to depict our possessions in Italy
as an unjustifiable one, and as an attack upon Italy. That this is no small
difficulty for the minister of foreign affairs to find a way consistent with the
honor and dignity of Austria for furthering Austrian commercial interests in this
direction, you will surely, gentlemen, admit.” * * ok o
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, §e., &c., &e. .

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 92.] ~ LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
4 Vienna, April 9, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 129, -
of date 13th of March, containing very interesting reflections on the close con-
nexion of the political condition of Europe with the development of our great
revolution. ‘

You observe that the principal maritime powers of Burope are so far easy in

regard to European questions that they remain at liberty to co-operate as they
have generally done in a policy which is unfair and illiberal towards the United
States and the other American republics. You add that the next four years of
the present administration may well be occupied in restoring the prestige of our
republic among the nations. No expression could certainly be more just or more
moderate than those thus employed to characterize the conduct of the great west-
ern powers towards the American republic throughout her great contest with the
slave power. It is difficult to speak with calmness of that unfairness and illib-
erality on the part of two governments which have not unfrequently affected at
somewhat earlier periods of our history to hold the institution of African slavery
in horror.  That their whole moral influence, besides very considerable material
support, has been given to the insurgent slaveholders in their efforts to destroy
the United States, and to establish an independent state avowedly based upon
slavery as its corner-stone, and that whenever in the course of our great struggle
to maintain the national life disasters seemed most to thicken upon us, the danger
of direct or indirect foreign interference in our domestic affairs has always become
most imminent, are facts which history will forever hold fast, and which the
American people are not likely soon to forget. If there remain to us any illu-
sions that the tie of a common language and origin between ourselves and the
subjects of the one power, or any hereditary friendships and traditional kind feel-
ing towards us on the part of the other great nation, were likely to influence
their combined policy towards us, these illusions have been rudely dispelled.
This effect will be salutary if it impresses upon us the important truth that in in-
ternational affairs, liberality and justice are freely manifested by great powers
towards others as great as themselves, and that the Union, if true to itself, and
to the great principles of human freedom on which it is founded, will be always
strong enough to dispense with political friendships, which experience has shown
to be impossible. :
" As to the recovery of our prestige among the nations, that process seems already
to have begun. Several long debates in the English House of Commons on trans-
atlantic subjects, with hardly one insulting or calumnious expression towards
the United States, are certainly refreshing and novel phenomena.

The slaveholders’ conspiracy must indeed be considered in a desperate con-
dition by its European patrons.
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In regard to the -attitude of this government towards the United States and

- of the general tone of public opinion in this empire, I have only to repeat what

it has so often been my pleasure to state, that nothing could be more frank and

high-minded than they have been from the beginning. Now that the hours of

our trial are numbered, and that the great republic is seen to be emerging more

prosperous and powerful than ever, the feeling towards us has not diminished
in cordiality.

I have so recently addressed you on the subject of German politics that I
shall say nothing more to-day, save to observe that the Saxon-Bavarian-Hes-
sian motion before the Diet hag obtained, as you doubtless have noticed, the ex-
pected majority. The opposition of Prussia, and the fixed reselution of Austria
to preserve its intimate relations with that kingdom, deprive the vote, I suppose,
of much practical significance.

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant, :

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLuiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, &c., &c., §c,.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 93.] - ' LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
- Vienna, April 9, 1865.

Sir : T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despateh No. 130,
of date 13th of March, containing military news, especially in relation to Major
General Sheridarn’s magnificent expedition, which certainly seems to be one of
the most remarkable exploits of this or of any war.

‘We are looking with intense anxiety, but with highest hope, upon the devel-
opment of our vast military drama, ot which the details, obviously prearranged
by the hand of a great master in the art of war, seem rapidly bringing about
the catastrophe for which the whole world has so long been almost breathlessly
waiting.

, Thegexpositiou of the political situation of Richmond, referred to in your de-
spateh, has also reached me, and I have read it with very great interest. Of
course the importance of such pictures depends upon their accuracy, and upon
the opportunities of the artist who paints them. As you seem to have been
satisfied as to their fidelity, I need not say how closely I have studied them.

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY:

Hon. WiLLiaM H. SEWARD, §c., §c., §¢.

Myr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 95.] " LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, April 16, 1865,

S1r: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 132,
of date 21st of March, containing military intelligence, especially concerning
Greneral Sheridan’s splendid successes, of which the importance can scarcely, 1
think, be exaggerated. : '

The details of General Sherman’s wonderful campaign reach us slowly, but
are studied with intense care, and it would be difficult for me to describe the
emotions of pride and patriotic exultation with which we follow the career of
this daring and most sagacious chieftain. Who can doubt that the cause of

2Dpc** ) '
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eivilization and of human freedom must triumph under the guidance of such mil-
itary genius as it now possesses ?
I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,
; J.LOTHROP MOTLEY.
Hon. WitLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

Mr. Hunter to Mr. Motley.

No. 140.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, April 22, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch of -the 2d instant, No. 89, has been received. Tor the
very interesting summary which it presents of the recent debates in the Reichs-

rath, you will please accept the thanks of the department. ’
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
i W. HUNTER, Acting Secretary.

J. Lorarop MoTLEY, §c., §c., Vienna.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 100.] LeeAaTioN OF THE UNITED STATES,
. Vienna, April 24, 1865.
Sir: It would be quite impossible for me to express the joy with which
every American heart abroad, as well as at home, has been filled at the recent
tidings of the occupation of Richmond and the destruction or capture of the
whole of Lee’s army. The first emotion must naturally be one of intense and
, humble gratitude to God, that our terrible expiation is nearly aeccomplished.
Certainly no one can now doubt that the four years” war by which an oppressed
race has been redeemed from slavery and the great republic secured upon well-
nigh impregnable foundations, is rapidly approaching its end.

- No thinker in any part of the world, no one accustomed to ponder the mean-
ing of daily events and to estimate moral and political forces, can ever have
doubted as to the ultimate result of this greatstruggle. Nowhere more than in
America have the moral forces a direct and visible effect upon political affairs,
and never were the moral forces of humanity exerted on so prodigious a scale
and in so unequivocal a direction as in this contest of principles which the pro-
fane and vulgar of Europe have been in the habit of denouncing as our “ wicked,
causeless, and hopeless” war. Certainly, those who have so firmly hoped for
the success of a conspiracy ostentatiously founded on perpetual negro slavery as
its corner-stone, must have been brought up in a different school of morals from
that in which the majority of Americans have been educated. And if the pres-
ervation of a great commonwealth like vurs, resting on wider foundations of
popular liberty, and offering better hopes for the general progress of humanity
than any political organization yet attempted by mankind, did not justify the
vast and voluntary expenditure of blood and treasure with which the American
people has startled the world, then was bloodshed never authorized on earth.
In my own humble judgment, there has never seemed a chance of success for
the rebellion even in the darkest hours, for to contend against the democratic
principle in America was like struggling against any of the elemental and inex-
orable laws of nature. But while the supremacy of the republic and the de-
struction of the rebellious oligarchy were predestined events, there was ever a
terrible uncertainty as to the number of years during which the sacrifice of
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human life and the outpouring of national wealth might go unchecked ; and it
was not until the final destruction of Hood’s-army by Thomas, and the magni-
ficent march of Sherman from Atlanta to Wilmington, that the downfall of the
so-called confederacy within the current year became inevitable. I confess,
however, that I, for one, was not prepared for the most dramatic and complete
catastrophe which the genius of the Lieutenant General had so quietly ordained.
It is an additional cause of national gratitude to that great soldier that the de-
cisive crushing of the rebellion against American liberty has been effected in so
sudden and startling a manner. : ]

The haters of popular freedom everywhere who have been praying so fer-
vently for the success‘of the slaveholders cannot but be more vividly impressed
by such a termination than if Lee had withdrawn his army intact from an un-
tenable position, and had thus, perhaps, been enabled to continue the struggle
in some other stronghold until the rebellion perished of exhaustion. And the
moral effect upon after ages will thus be the more distinct, for the method taught
by Grant of trampling out sedition against the majesty of the people will as-
suredly be a lesson to be studied in the schools of states unborn and nations
yet to be. :

1 do not think it exaggeration to say that this ten days’ work will always
rank among the most consummate of military achievements.

Not often in history have we read of a stronghold like Richmond—besieged,
but not invested—being taken by assault, and the whole defending army of
seventy thousand men, killed, wounded, or captured within less than a fortnight
of time. And the modesty and patience of the generalin-chief awaiting with
the steadiness of fate the issue of his vast combinations, and the utter indiffer-
ence to the common joys of the conqueror, in abstaining from taking formal
possession of the captured city that he might the more rapidly intercept the
flying but not yet annihilated rebels, are as impressive in a moral point of view
as are the wisdom of his strategy and the vigor of his blows when the long-
foreseen hour to strike had come.

I am trespassing too much on your time, having nothing especial to commu-
nicate, and it is superfluous for me to dwell any longer upon this victory of
Grant, upon the splendor of Sheridan’s exploits, which will live as long as we
have a history, and upon the steadiness, courage, and sagacity of all our other
leaders, and of the whole noble army of the Potomae from corps commanders.
to privates. But what is most likely to strike the foreign observer, and to be
most pregnant in useful lessons to mankind, is the magnanimity exhibited by
the American people in the hour of its triumph, the absence of a thirst for ven-
geance, the yearning for reconciliation with our opponents which mingled with
the rapture of success; above all, the spontaneous outburst of devout thanks-
giving to the Almighty for the preservation of our united republic.

Military and naval triumphs as signal as those which have made the names.
of Grant and Sherman, and Farragut, and of others, immortal might prove a
curse instead of a blessing to"the nation if we forgot that they had been achieved
over our own brethren, and if they should foster in our people a love of war-
for its own sake, a passion for a national military renown which at best, in this
age of the world, is a-poor thing, and which for us would be fatal as well as
vulgar.

Of this we need entertain no fear, I think; and it seems to me the duty of
every American representative abroad to combat the very prevalent theory that
our success in crushing a demestic sedition by force of arms foreshadows war
with foreign nations, and that it will be necessary to seek new fields of action
for the great fleets and armies which the rebellion has called into existence..
There is no need of my dwelling now on the very obvious arguments, so familiar to
every American, by which I endeavor to prove the unsoundness of these fears,
the certainty that the American people has had enough of bloodshed for a cen-
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tury, and that it has far too much common sense not to perceive that a future of
prosperity and of a higher life is opening before it by cultivating the arts of
peace such as never lay before any nation until now.

I ought to add, that on reading the telegraphic news of the surrender of Lee
with the remaing of his army I had an interview with the Count Mensdorff, and
nothing could be more cordial or genial than the felicitations with which he
greeted me on my entrance, for the news had already reached him.

“You know,” he said, “that our wishes have always been for your success,
and that his Majesty has always frankly desired the suppression of the rébellion.”
It was a pleasure to me to respond that ever since my residence here I had
never heard a word from any one conneeted with the imperial royal government
except of friendship and cordiality to the American Union. I take pleasure in
‘adding that the language of the Austrian press, so far as I have observed, and of
all circles of Vienna society, is one of very sincere congratulations,

Europe is ringing with the news almost to the exclusion of other topics, but
the voice of detraction and of impotent malice is unheard in these regions.

In concluding, I beg to express my most fervent congratulations on these aus-
picious events to the President, who during this eventful period has so well
represented the American people in its unsophisticated wisdom, its courage, its
patience, and its generosity.

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,
‘ ' J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. Wirniam H. SEWARD,

Sesretary of State, §c., §c., §e.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 101.] LeeaTiON OoF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, April 30, 1865.

Sir: The news of;the great tragedy, which has brought desolation upon our
country in the very moment of our highest joy, reached this place on the 26th.
This is the first post which leaves Vienna since the receipt of the intelligence.

I shall not even attempt to picture the consternation which the event has
caused throughout the civilized world, nor to describe-the anguish which it has
excited in my own heart, as in that of every loyal Americau, whether at home
or abroad. '

The European public spontaneously expresses in every public way its admi-
ration for the character of the murdered President, and its horror at the vile
assassin who has taken his life. = And if the inhabitants of foreign and distant
lands are giving expressions to such deep and unaffected sentiments, what must
be the emotions now sweeping over our own country ? T confess that I shud-
der at the thought of the despatches and journals now on their way to Europe.
As yet we have nothing but the brief telegraphic tale of horror published by
the Secretary of War to Mr. Adams, in London, and by him transmitted to the
United States legations on the continent. . ;

Not often in human history has a great nation been subjected to such a sud-
den conflict of passions. In the midst, not of triumph nor vulgar exultation,
but of deep, religious, grateful joy at the final suppression of a wicked rebellion,
the redemption of the land from the perils of death, and the certainty of its
purification from the great curse of slavery, blessings brought about under God
by the genius of our great generals, the courage of our armies, and the saga-
city of our statesmen, the American people has seen its beloved and venerated
Chief Magistrate murdered before its eyes.

. The eminent statesman who, with such surpassing ability, has guided our for-
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eign relations during the most critical and dangerous period of our history
seems, thank God, to have escaped death, if we may trust the recent telegrams
received last night; but we must wait with intense anxiety the arrival of more
than one pest before we can feel confidence that the cowardly and murderous
assault upon him in his sick bed has not after all been successful. May God
grant that his invaluable life may be spared, and that the country may long
have the benefit of his wise and faithful counsels. May the life of that excel-
lent son, who has so nearly perished in the attempt to defend his father, also
be preserved. What may be the effect of this sudden revulsion in the national
feeling I hardly dare to contemplate. ‘

- The benignant heart of the late President was filled, as we have reason to
believe, with thoughts of peace and reconciliation and reunion ; with the feelings
" of compassion for the eriminal, mingled with detestation of the erime, becoming
the chief of a great, free, and magnanimous nation, in the hour of its vietory,
when the assassin took his life. And the country itself, conscious of its strength,
seemed fully to respond to these sentiments of the President. ,

Will not these gentler feelings give way to a desire to vengeance, to a convie-
tion of the necessity of terrible severity, now that the great treason has just
accomplished its darkest crime, now that the most illustrious of all the innumer-
able victims of the slaveholders’ rebellion has been so basely and wantonly
sacrificed ? ‘ :

1 should apologize for giving expression to these thoughts, not suitable to a for-
mal despatch, but in such days as these, and in the midst of such a national sorrow,
it is difficult to be formal, and impossible to be calm. Nor can I resist the im-
pulse to add my humble contribution to the universal eulogy which I know is
pouring forth at this moment from so many more eloquent tongues than mine,
and out of so many millions of sorrowing and affectionate hearts, now that the
most virtuous of chief magistrates is no more. ' :

I know that one should avoid the language of exaggeration of over-excited
enthusiasm, so natural when a man, eminent in station, mental abilities, and lofty
characteristics, is suddenly taken away, yet I am not afraid to express the opin-
ion that the name of Abraham Lincoln will be cherished so long as we have a
history as one of the wisest, purest, and noblest magistrates, as one of the great-
est benefactors to the human race, that have ever lived. I believe that the
foundation of his whole character was a devotion to duty. To borrow a phrase
from his brief and simple, but most eloquent inaugural address of this year, it
was “ his firmness in the right as God gave him to see the right” which enabled
him to discharge the functions of his great office, in one of the most terrible
periods of the world’s history, with such rare sagacity, patience, cheerfulness,
and courage. And God, indeed, gave him to see the right, and he needs no
nobler epitaph than those simple words from his own lips.

So much firmness with such gentleness of heart, so much logical acuteness
with such almost childlike simplicity and ingenuousness of nature, so much
candor to weigh the wisdom of others, with so mueh tenacity to retain his own
judgment, were rarely before united in one individual. :

Never was such vast political power placed:in purer hands; never did a heart
remain more humble and more unsophisticated after the highest prizes of’
earthly ambition had been obtained.

Certainly, “ government of the people, by the people, for the people”—to quote:
again his own words—shall never perish from the earth so long as the American,
people can embody itself in a character so worthy to represent the best quali.-
ties of humanity—its courage, generosity, patience, sagacity, and integrity—ass
these have been personified in him who has been one of the best of rulers, and:
is now one of the noblest of martyrs.

If it seems superfluous and almost presumptuous that I, a comparative stran--
ger to Mr. Lincoln, although honored with his commission, should speak of. him

.
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thus at length to those who shared his counsels and enjoyed his intimacy, T
can only reply that the grief which, in common with every loyal American, I
most profoundly feel at his death demands an expression, and that at this
distance from my country it is a consolation for me to speak of his virtues to
those who knew him best.

I have followed his career and have studied every public act and utterance of
his with an ever-increasing veneration for a character and an intellect which
seemed to expand and to grow more vigorous the greater the demand that was
made upon their strength. :

And this feeling, I believe, is shared not only by all Americans worthy of
the name, but by all the inhabitants of foreign lands, who have given themselves
the trouble to study our history in this its most eventful period.

I wish to conclude this despatch by requesting you to convey my most re-
specttul compliments to President Johnson, together with my prayers for his
success in administering the affairs of his great office. That he is animated
with the warmest patriotism, and by a determination to meet wisely and manfully

. the great responsibility which has devolved upon him, we are all convinced ;
and I am sure that the best wishes of every patriotic heart, and the counsels
of the wisest minds will be ever ready to support him in the great task of re-
constructing that blessed Union which traitor hands have failed with all their
efforts to destroy.

I have the honor to remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, Washington.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 102.] LrcaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
: Vienna, April 30, 1865.

Sir : The impression created in this capital by the horrible murder and at-
tempts to murder just committed in Washington has been intense.

The whole diplomatic corps, with scarcely an exception, have called upon me,
as representative of the United States, and their warm and sincere expressions
of sympathy at our national loss, of cordial good will for the Union, and, more
important than all, of decided respect and admiration for the character of our
lamented President, have been most grateful to my heart.

The journals of the capital—all of them, as I have often had occasion to
remark, conducted with great ability—have vied with each other in eloquent
tributes to the virtues of Mr. Lincoln, in expressions of unaffected sympathy
for the great cause of which he was the impersonation,and of horror at the ac-
«cursed crime by which one of the best of men has been taken from the world.

I enclose (marked A and B) the correspondence between the minister of for-
«eign affairs and myself in relation to this event. I send, further, a translation
{(marked C) of the report, taken from the journals of the day, of the action
ttaken on the subject in the Reichsrath. Dr. Berger, the member who pro-
mounced the brief but feeling eulogy upon Mr. Lincoln, is one of the most
«listinguished and eloquent members of the house.

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,

J.LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H..SEWARD, §e., §c., §c.
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o A,

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary-and minister plenipotentiary of the United States
of America, deems it his duty to state to his excellency Count Mensdorff, imperial royal min-
ister of foreign affairs, and through him (if such a course be considered proper) to his Majesty
the Emperor, that official intelligence has been received by telegraph at thislegation of the as-
sassination of Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, in his box at the theatre at
‘Washington, on the evening of the 14th April. The President died on the morning following.

The extent of this calamity can hardly now be duly measured.

No President of the United States, since Washingtor, has so thoroughly possessed the confi-
dence and the veneration of the great majority of the American nation as did Mr. Lincoln.
No man doubted his purity of character, his patience, his firmness of purpose, his benignity,
his wise cheerfulness in the darkest hours, and his transparent honesty.

His love of his whole country was perfect. To restore the blessed Union which the rebel-
lion of a vast number of misguided individuals, acting in the interest of negro slavery, had at-
tempted to destroy, was the object of his administration. That object had been secured after
four. years of terrible warfare, by the capture of all the strongholds of the insurrection, the
capitulation of its principal armies, and by due legal provisions for the emancipation of the
slaves. :

The President was on the point of issuing an address to the people of the insurgent States,
doubtless with the intent of expressing the terms of that amnesty and pardon which Congress,
relying upon his wisdom and generosity, had already empowered him, at his discretion, to
grant, when the hand of the assassin took his life.

The undersigned will not even allude to the universal distress which this tragic termina-
tion to the virtuous career of their Chief Magistrate must cause in the hearts of the whole
American people. Words are too weak to depict such a universal sorrow as this; but if an
excuse be thought necessary on the part of the undersigned for thus dwelling upon the events
which have just overwhelmed him with grief, it must be found in the fact that the imperial
royal government has ever so frankly and so nobly manifested its sentiments towa.rgs the
United States government in its contest with this iniquitous rebellion, as to justify the hope
of its sympathy at this tragic moment. Itisa consolation to the undersigned to remember
that one of the last public utterances of the lamented President in regard to foreign affairs
was a recent acknowledgment of the magnanimity and friendly attitude of his imperial royal
Majesty towards the United States throughout the course of the great contest.

No details as to the condition of the United States minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Seward,
has yet been received, but the critical state of his health, caused by a severe accident a very
Little while before the murderous attempt upon his life, makes it but too probable that the
United States may soon be called on to mourn also for the loss of this most eminent and ae-
complished statesman.

The undersigned seizes the opportunity to renew to Count Mensdorff the expression of his

most distinguished consideration.
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.
His Excellency CouNT MENSDORFF,
Imperial Royal Munister of Foreign Affairs.

B.

VIENNA, April 28, 1865.

The undersigned has the honor to acknowledge the receipt from the Hon. J. Lothrop Mot~
ley, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America, of the
esteemed note concerning the frightful act perpetrated against the President, Mr. Abraham
Lincoln, and to state that he at once laid tﬁe said note before his most gracious Majesty the
Emperor.

Tll)le imperial government could not receive the news of this horrible event without the
deepest indignation, which has made upon it the more painful impression, as shortly before it
had seen reason to instruct its minister at Washington to express to the government there
its sineere congratulations upon the brilliant results which promised a speedy end of the
bloody contest in the States of the Union.

The horrid crime of which Mr. Lincoln was the vietim could not but inspire the govern-
ment of his Majesty the Emperor with the more sincere grief, as at no time have the relations
between Austria and the United States borne a more friendly character than during the offi-
cial term of Mr. Lincoln.

The imperial government cannot but cherish the liveliest desire that the hopes of a
happy future for the United States, which in this country it was believed might be confi-
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dently based on the distinguished characteristics, the wisdom and moderation of the lamented
President, may be fulfilled under his successor, and the peaceful relations between the United
States and foreign powers be preserved undisturbed.
In conclusion, the undersigned feels it his duty to give expression to the sincere wish of
the imperial government, that it may please Providence to preserve to the country still fur-
" ther the eminent Secretary of State, whose life has also been in danger from murderous hands.
- The undersigned, avails himaself of this occasion to renew to the honorable minister the as-
-surance of his distinguished consideration. ' )
.. In the absence of the minister of foreign affairs,
MEYSENBUG,
The Undeér Secretary of State.
His Excellency J. LOTEROP MOTLEY,
Envoy Estraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the U. S. of America.

C.

‘ SEssioN oF THE Housk or DEPUTIES, April 29, 1865. -

The session opened at 10.40. Deputy Dr. Berger spoke as follows: ) )
 GENTLEMEN: The news of the tragical fate which has befallen the President of the United
States, Abraham Lincoln, through a murderous hand, at the very moment in which the cause
of the northern States, and with it the cause of freedom and civilization and humanity, was

victorious, has, I believe I may announce, deeply moved all circles and all classes of society
in our fatherland also.

From the very beginning of that eventful and bloody struggle, which has lasted several
years, Austria was always on the side of the north, and on the day on which the news of the
last victory of the northern States reached Washington, the man who now stands at the head
of the United States declared that the sovereign of the state to which we belong, from the begin-
ning an enemy of every rebellion, had always stood on the side of the north. )

I think that it becomes this house, which represents the population of Austria, to express
its sympathy for the cause of the northern States, its sympat%y for the tragic fate of Abraham
Lincoln, the plain, simple man, who has risen out of the peaple to be placed at the head
of the greatest state, and I move that the president should summon the house to sig-
nify, by rising from their places, this its doub{)e sentiment—sympathy for the tragic fate of
President Lincoln—sympathy for the cause of the northern States. ) )

The PRESIDENT. I doubt not that the house shares the views and feelings which the dep-
%:;y, Berger, has expressed, and will be ready to give proper evidence thereof by rising from
their seats.

(The assembly rises. During this eeremony the ministers are in their places as deputies )

Mr. Motley to Mr. Hunter.

No. 103.] LegaTion oF THE UNITED STATES,

. o Vienna, May 8, 1865.
. Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 136, of
date April 10, signed by F. W. Seward, Acting Secretary of State, and giving
official intelligence of the great events which would seem to have nearly de-
stroyed the military power of the insurrection—the battles before Petersburg,
the capture of Richmond, and the capitulation of Lee.

As this intelligence had already reached me, and had already been made the
subject of more than one congratulafory despatch on my part, I refrain from
further allusion at this moment to this memorable campaign, which has rarely
been surpassed in consummate military ability and success in the annals of our
own or of any other nation.

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam HUNTER, &c., &¢., §c.
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Mr. Motley to Mr. Hunter.

No. 105.] . LeeatioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, May 8, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the reeeipt of your circular, of date
April 17, giving official intelligence of the horrible crimes committed at Wash-
ington on the night of the 14th April, and of the great national bereavement
in the death of our wise, courageous, and virtnous President.

As I have already, both in official despatches and private letters, expressed
my emotions upon this awful calamity, and alluded to the intense and universal
sympathy which it has excited throughout this country and the civilized world,
I confine myself to-day simply to acknowledge your despatch.

You further inform me that Andrew Johnson has formally entered upon the
duties of President, and I beg through you to offer my most respectful good
wishes to the new Chief Magistrate of the nation, together with an expression
of entire confidence in the zeal, patriotism, and great ability with which he
seems ,assuredly destined to -carry out the great work of the national redemp-
tion from the horrors of treason and slavery. ' ,

Already there is a general feeling of respect, not unmixed with astonishment,
felt throughout Europe for the steadiness and tranquillity with which this
change in the executive head of the government has been effected in the midst
of a tragedy almost unparalleled in history, and of a popular emotion hardly ever
known before.

The world’s faith in the stability and beneficence of democratic institutions
is not likely to be diminished by so noble a spectacle of national anguish, tem-
pered by national self-reliance.

You likewise notify me that you have been authorized temporarily to act as
Secretary of State, and I shall accordingly have the homor to address my
despatches to you in that capacity.

I have the honor te remain, sir, your obedient servant, )

. J. LOTHRQP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiamMm HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State.

M. Motley to Mr. Hunter.

No. 106.] LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, May 8, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 139,
of date April 18, by which. the news is officially confirmed of the capture of
Selma and of Mobile, and of the proposed surrender by Johnston, Mosby, and
Imboden, of the insurgent armies.

You further inform me that «Mr. Seward, senior, is decidedly improving; and
that Mr. F. W. Seward’s case has shown more favorable symptoms.” ‘

For this most consoling intelligence I am sincerely grateful, and I beg through
you to offer to our eminent statesman and his excellent son my congratulations
~‘and my fervent hopes for their complete recovery.

You instruct me in the same despatch to notify all United States consuls within
the Austrian dominions that all the usual forms of national mourning for the
President are to be observed, and I beg to say that this instruction has already
been complied with. .

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiaM HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of Stata.
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Mr. Hunter to Mr. Motley.

No. 144.] DEPARTMENT OFySTATE,
Washington, May 16, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches from
No. 90, of the 9th ultimo, to No. 100, of the 24th of the same month, with the
exception of No. 98, which has not yet come to hand.

Your observations upon the fall of Richmond, and the military events which
immediately succeeded the occupation of the insurgent capital, are extremely
interesting and instructive.

T am, sir, your obedient servant,
: W. HUNTER.

J. LotnroP MoTLEY, Esq., §c., §c., Vienna. ,

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 107.] LrcaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
‘ Vienna, June 5, 1865.

Sir : Thave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches Nos. 140
¢o0 144, from April 22 to May 16, containing summaries of political and military
events. :

In No. 143, of date 16th May, were enclosed two copies of the President’s
proclamation relative to insurgent cruisers, one of which, in accordance with your
instructions, I have communicated to the imperial royal government, accom-
panied by a brief note, of which the following paragraph is an extract:

“The undersigned is glad to make use of this occasion to express his satis-_
faction and that of his government with the fact that, so far as the Austrian
empire is concerned, this proclamation has no practical application, inasmuch as
the insurgent cruisers in question have never, so far as known to the undersigned,
been harbored or countenanced within the dominions of his Imperial- Royal
Majesty.”

I have the honor to remain, sir, your very obedient servant,

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLrLiam HuNTER,

Acting Secretary of State, Washington.

Myr. Motley to Mr. Humter.

No. 108.] « LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, June 5, 1865.

Sir: It seems to me that the time of the department must be too much
absorbed by the grave duties of reconstruction at home, and of directing our re-
lations abroad with those foreign states whose conduet during the four years’ war
has been less straightforward and loyal than that of the Austrian government
has been, to leave many leisure moments at present for attending to less import-
ant correspondence. ,

I shall only say, therefore, in regard to the affairs of this country, that nothing
wery important has occurred since my last writing. The Emperor is about to
make a visit to Hungary, and hopes are entertained that the personal presence
of the sovereign may exercise a fortunate influence on the relations between the
countries beyond the Leitha and those other parts of the empire which have
already accepted the constitution of 1861.

I believe it is expected that before the close of this year the Diet of Hungary
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will be convoked, during the sessions of which vigorous attempts will be made
to overcome the passive resistance hitherto offered by that kingdom to the con-
stitutional union. I should not think, however, that sanguine hopes were enter-
tained of very soon seeing Hungarian deputies elected to take the seats provided
for them in the Reichsrath.

The Schleswig-Holstein affair drags its slow length along. The imperial
government has consented to the Prussian proposition, that the provincial Diets
of the Elbe duchies should be summoned according to the electoral law of 1854,
rather than the more liberal one of 1849.

The sovereignty of those provinces still remains in the joint possession of the
Emperor of Austria and the King of Prussia, and no very rapid steps seem
likely to be taken on the part of those potentates to vacate their condominium
in favor of any of the rival claimants to the dukedoms. There will be much
tedious, legal, and historical disquisition before Prussia will avow herself con-
vinced on the subject, and meanwhile her able and indefatigable prime minister
will see to it that the naval and military requirements of that kingdom receive
no detriment. '

The question of Mexico occupies a very large part of public attention in
Europe, and the probable dangers impending over her new order of things, so
far as established in that country, is a very fruitful topic of discussion in the
journals. I have had no conversation, official or informal, on the subject with the
imperial government. My personal views as to this adventure have been long
ago expressed whenever fitting occasions offered, and the position of the govern-
ment of the United States has been fuily set forth by my communication of the
despatches of the Secretary of State according to his instructions. As I have
often had occasion to observe, the imperial government has ever held itself aloof
from the whole Mexican enterprise, and disavows responsibility for its results.
I suppose that the United States government continues its diplomatic relations
with the Mexican republie, and has no present intention of departing from the
line of strict neutrality which it has laid down between the contending parties
in that country, nor any intention of lending assistance by underhand means to
either belligerent. In case any change of attitude is contemplated, I beg to re-
ceive as early instructions as possible, and I should be much gratified to be
informed, if such a course be not inconvenient, as to any important communica-
tions that may have been had on this subject at Washington or elsewhere. It
is obvious that my position requires me to be at least as well instructed in this
matter as other diplomatic representatives of the United States may be.

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State, Washington.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Motley.

No. 148.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, June 13, 1865.
Sir: I have received and have read with deep interest your despatches from
" No. 101, of April 30, to No. 106, of the 8th ultimo. Your accounts of the feel-
ing with which the news of the assassination of the late President of the
United States was received throughout the Austrian empire, as well as else-
where in Germany, are very grat®ing. Your own proceedings upon the case
are approved. :
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
J. Loturop MoTLEY, Esq., &c., &c., Vienna.
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Mr. Motley to Myr. Seward.

N: 111 Lecarion or THE UNITED STATES,

. ' : Vieana, June 27, 1865.

- Bir: I have no startling events to record since my last writing. Nevertheless
it cannot be denied that the attention of the Austrian statesmen is absorbed by
very grave matters. Whether the position of the administration or of any mem-
bers of it is seriously compromised or not I am not prepared to decide; but it
is certain that defeats have been sustained by the government on vital questions,
‘which, in a regularly organized parliamentary system on the English model,
would necessarily lead to a resignation or to a dissolution. A few days ago
there was a warm debate upon the question whether, according to a certain
article (No. 13) in the February constitution, ministers were not bound to obtain
the sanction of the Reichsrath to measures taken during its recess. A resolution
to the effect that such measures were unconstitutional and void unless subse-
quently confirmed by the representative body was carried against the ministers
by a majority of two-thirds. I have not learned that there are to be any steps
taken in consequence of this vote. '

This week the minister of finance has announced that a loan of 117 millions
of florins will be necessary to cover the estimated deficit for the years 1865 and
1866. The house of deputies refused to sanction at present a loan of more than
13 millions, or one-ninth of the whole amoéunt, a sum immediately required for
the protection of the July coupons on the existing debt, and reserves the further
authorization of the loan demanded until the finance laws for 1865 and 1866
ghall have been constitutionally passed. ' :

The effect of these sentiments and discussions has been very perceptible on
the exchange and in the public feeling. There is a sentiment, amounting almost
to conviction in some quarters, that the empire is on the high road to national
bankruptey ; that it is impossible to raise any more revenue from taxation, as the
people are not able to bear the existing burden, and that some means must be
- discovered without delay for reducing the expenses at least to an equilibrium
with the present revenue, and for putting an end to.the annual deficit which has
-assumed a frightful regularity.

Those means have not yet been found, and I refer you to extracts appended
to this despatch from remarkable speeches just made in the house of peers, by
some distinguished members of that body, as proofs that very great alarm is
felt, and that the alarm is not without cause.

In previous despatches I have given you sufficient details as to the annual
budgets of the empire, and as to.the amount of the national debt.

In round numbers, for general purposes, it may be said that Austria owes to-
day about as many florins as the United States government owes dollars.

The annual interest, exclusive of that upon the “Grund Entlastung,” (a debt
of about 500 millions, contracted for the emancipation of the peasants,) is not
far from 120 millions of florins. The market price of the Austrian loans, bearing
& per cent. interest in specie, is quoted to-day in Frankfort at 663, and that of
the United States six per cent. five-twenties at 75.

* Thus, at this moment of our emerging from a terrible civil war of four years’
duration, which has cost 3,000 millions of dollars, our credit is about equal to
that of the Austrian government, although our actual indebtedness is about
double theirs, (a florin being nearly half a _dollar,) while the population, re-
spectively, of the empire and of the republic% almost exactly the same.

As United States stocks have been sold as low as 36 in Frankfort, or at less
than half their present market value, you perceive how rapid has been the ad-
vance, in the belief that the American government is not rushing very rapidly
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upon that national bankruptey which our excellent friends in England have so
steadily predicted. o '

After all; it is felt that a nation which has a vested capital of at least 21,000
millions of dollars, or seven times its debt, whose population doubles every
quarter of a century, whose wealth doubles every ten years, and whose annual
production may be fairly stated at 4,000 millions, or considerably more than
that of any other country, is not in danger of insolvency unless the character
of its people, both for industry and good faith, should suffer some astounding
metamorphosis.

The instant disbanding of a large part of those armies and navies, (as soon
as the last shot in the civil war was fired,) with which it was considered so cer-
tain abroad that we were at once to attack England and France, and the world
in general, in order to find occupation for our warriors, and to slake the per-
gistent thirst for blood which the war against the slave power was supposed to
have engendered, has astounded Europe—for Europe always knows that we
are going to do exactly the reverse of what we really do—but it has benefited
our credit.

The rapid disappearance of those tremendous forces seems as prodigious to
the European mind as their sudden apparition when required to save our na- -
tional life, while the vanishing into space of the “nation” created by Jefferson
Davis, and so warmly welcomed by the haters of our republic, without leaving
“one solid fragment of itself in existence, ought to furnish a lesson to politicians
in future in the art of distinguishing exhalations from organized bodies.

But it is hardly possible for the Austrian empire, or for any of the great or
little powers of the continent, to effect such sweeping retrenchments as our
geographical position and our democratic institutions allow. Of the four mil-
lions of soldiers always kept on foot in Europe, this empire has from 320,000
to 613,000, the latter figure being that of its army on a war footing, while the
total number (active and reserve) of the army of Hesse Cassel, with its popula-
tion of 740,000, is 15,000, or two thousand more than the whole United States
army—officers, musicians, and privates—in 1860. 7

It is true that the expense of the imperial army has just been reduced, as
was well put by Minister von Schmesling in his speech to the peers, from 135
million florins to 95 millions, being a saving of 40 millions; but the exposed
condition of the empire, the troops of enemies ever ready to take advantage of
any momentary weakness, and the constant possibility of external wars, great
or little, or of disturbances in some portion of its very heterogeneous popula-
tion, render it doubtful whether such a diminution can be sustained, and almost
certain that it could be carried no further.

That the exigency of diminishing the imperial expenditure is very great,
and that there is a frank determination, both of the ministry and of the opposi-
tion, to effect such retrenchments, seem to be certain, but the road to them does
not seem so clear.

It was wittily observed by Count Rechberg, ex-minister of foreign affairs,
that the opposition was very loud in shouting fire, but they did not come for-
ward with the engines to put it out; and it was quite as wittily replied, by
Count Auersperg, that the key of the engine-house was not in their hands, but
in that of the authorities.

Thus far I have not seen any very promising indications of large economies to be
effected in the future; and, after all, a great empire in Europe must, under the
universal system which now prevails in this hemisphere, look rather to increased
national production than to very great savings of expenditure to relieve its
embarrassments.

I suppose it to be as well established a fact as any in human history, that
the largest individual liberty of action consistent with due security to life and
property will give the largest national production, other things being equal.
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It is for this reason that in the United States the same amount of capital,
land, and labor yields more wealth than can be expected in any European
country. _

No doubt the resources of Austria are great, almost inexhaustible ; but this,
after all, is but a phrase. The resources of Mexico are boundless, so are those
of Turkey, while the national resources of Holland are almost null; yet Hol-
la,ndléms been at times one- of the richest and most productive states in the
world. '

The more Austrian industry is freed from its fetters; the sooner the emanci-
pated serf finds himself able to earn more than twenty kreuzers, or ten or twelve
cents per diem, which is about the daily wages - of the laborer in many of the
most populous and important provinees, the sooner will the deficit which now
perpetually stares the country in the face, suggesting horrid visions for the
tuture, begin to withdraw his disagreeable visage.

Certainly democratic institutions are not possible, scarcely conceivable; or
desirable in Austria; but so long as protection, legislation, class privileges and
general administrative interference with the individual prevent the mass of the
people, by whom the resources of a state must be worked, from having any
better prospect in life than that of earning, by twelve hours of daily toil, about
one-tenth of what can be earned by an American laborer of the lowest class
in the same time, certainly a very largely increased productiveness of the
empire cannot be expected.

To perpetually look upward to government for assistance, direction, instrue-
tion, advice, and commands in daily affairs is not a habit which inspires a
people with the spirit of self-confidence and of self-help, out of which is born
national wealth, and which gives the deathblow to deficits. But I am not
writing an essay on political economy.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. W. HUNTER, )

Acting Secretary of State.

[Extracts.]

SESSION OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS, June 23, 1865.

CoUNT ANTON AUERSPERG. * * * * Tt would be before all things desirable to
expect that the official upholders of the constitutional principle should be those who would feel
bound to work most earnestly for the removal of those financial troubles. * * * *. Af
the beginning of the so-called new era the old figures were retained as a result of the old sys-
tem remaining unaltered. I know that thorough and lasting reforms cannot be effected in &
moment’s time, but in these five years there has certainly been too little upward movement,
and even an impulse towards a spring has not been given. * * * Louder and louder
riseto us voices from the provinces, partially from the over-burdened provinces—voices of tax-
payers crying for relief from taxes hardly longer to be borne. In Hungary, owing to ex-
ceptional circumstances, a payment of taxes in natural products has been granted and an
-attempt made in this direction. Out of Styria, a country which, under its regular conditions,
enjoys a quiet and secure prosperity, a wish for similar favors reaches us through official
organs. I will not even speak of my poor home, Krain (Carniola, ) where it has been allowed
as a favor that executions should not be proceeded with, after the object for the execution
has ceasedtoexist. * * * * Ishould callattention to the fact that from these circumstances
results a certain amount of demoralization. Ifany one succeeds in spite of these melancholy
circumstances in laying up a fortune by dint of industry and economy, does he know whathe
possesses ? 'What can he really call hisown? If the father of a family invests his aquired cap-
ital inreal estate, he receives from it either no revenue at all, or a comparatively small one.
If he invests it in stocks, he does not know what would remain to his heirs to-morrow if he were
to close his eyes to-day. He allows that the fruits of his earnings should be squandered in the
enjoyment of life, even if he does not share in them. The phantasmagoria of an almost ex-
aggerated enjoyment of life and pleasure must not blind us to what lurks behind ; there is
in them the sting of resignation, if not of despair. This is certainly a position of things far
-removed from that which we had in view, and on which we placed our hopes, when the
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celebrated circular of the minister of state opened a vista to us inte a new future when we
were informed that ‘‘ Austria would find in the constitution the means to rise to that height
of power which is the necessary foundation of material prosperity and intellectual aspira-
tion.” But I look vainly around for this prosperity, for this increase of elasticity. The
conditions in which we live, and the causes which have brought them about, were propheti-
cally indicated to a certain extent by another Austrian statesman when he said, ‘“I consider
it a destructive measure, the exclusive covering of the wants of the state by a perpetual
new increase of the debk; it makes the cultivation of order in the domestic affairs of the state
an impossibility; it undermines general confidence because every one loses confidence in
himself and gives way to despair.” * * * * * * *

If I meet the father of a family regularly at a pawnbroker’s door, if I see & husbandman
regularly mortgage his still ungathered harvest, without laying up these most urgently re-
quired means against a day of want, I know what sort of order I have to expect in the
household of such & man. Itis not to be denied, in the channel which has been entered
upon, the ship of state is rushing inevitably into the whirlpool of a financial catastrophe,
and we must try with all our strength to save her, for we have reached that point when the
two levers which have been used to assist us in the still increasing need have ceased to perform
their service. It is certainly impossible to go any further in the augmentation of taxes. * *

“The loan system, too, has its limits. The eventual creditor is generally a good reckoner,
and if he holds up to himself a domestic interior of the state, in which the interest of the
state debt and the army budget consumes half the revenues, and of the other half, twenty-six
millions are consumed by arrears of taxes, he will not be very impatient to place his capital
at the service of such a state. * =~ % % I believe that this is understood in
the other house. I believe that it is also understood in this house, under these con-
ditions the finance budget was laid before the Reichsrath with a total appropriation of five
hundred and forty-eight millions, and with a deficit which, aecording to government
figures, must be estimated at thirty millions. A species of permanent declaration of
deficit seems on the point of taking place, if an energetic opposition is not made. This
has already been made in the other house, and the result has been that the government itself,
at the first serious attack, has reduced its own budget twenty millions and a fraction. I
regret that the government on the presentation of the first budget has not won for itself these
laurels ; that it made these important reductions only after the pressureof the representatives
of the people. In the crown lands this proceeding has not had a favorable result; the con-
‘clusion has been drawn that the original budget was not put together with that earnest care
which the position and necessity of the state demanded; it was further concluded—and I
hardly believe that this was a mistaken inference—that if twenty millions could thus be
saved, one could also have saved in a greater or less degree in former years.

* * * . * * * * * *

CouNT LEo THUN. The detailed reports had made upon men the impression of an at- .
tempt at fine coloring ; and even the prineipal report was not free from this, for it mentioned,
for instance, that the end could only be reached gradually, and not by a single effort. The
committee indicates that a steady diminution of the deficit had taken place, but it was not
only a diminution—it was an entire removal of the deficit, that was urgently required. In
this way (the speaker continued) we shall never reach that end. That no further increase
of taxes is possible every one will admit to me, but I am justified in my question, why, in
this increase of taxes, a sudden impulse was not avoided? If all those last farthings which
are brought in by means of the tax execution are put into circulation and a deficit still re-
mains, in consequence of which the weight of interest rises to a sum which is still greater
than that whichis brought in by the executions, then those last farthings have been collected
in vain. [Bravo!] What is wanted is not a gradual change, but an immediate radical
cure; for I am firmly convinced that if the balance is not soon successfully restored, this
task will in a short time become impossible. Our position can be characterized in a few
propositions, the indisputable truth of which, according to the report of the minister of state,
has received full recognition in government circles. The first proposition is this: that every
household which is so arranged that the yearly returning expenditure is greater than the re-
ceipts, while the difference has to be covered by new and ever more disastrous loans, must neces-
sarily come at last to bankruptcy. The second proposition is this: that our receipts cannot
be increased by tax laws; a tax reform is ever hinted at. The sanguine hopes, however,
which are based upon this, are only that by this means the amount from taxation as it exists
at present, can be made permanent for the future. A good deal of this is in no event to be
expected. [Applause.] Consequently the equilibrium in the state accounts can only be
obtained by a diminution of the expenditure at least to that figure at which the receipts are
now estimated. [Bravo!]

To the result which the house of deputies, led by this view, have already reached, I must
on one side still oppose the fact that even the figure at which the House of Deputies has ar-
rived does not seem to me sufficient. * * * * * * * T cannot think that the first
speaker has painted with too black a pencil, and I should consider it serious at such a time
as this to bring such a reproach againstanybody, for I admit frankly that the state of affairs
with regard to finance is so black that it would be difficult to paint blacker than the reality.

This fact is so well known that an avowal of it, in this house, cannot bring about dis-
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couragement on the part of the population. [A voice: Quite right.] Those who have any
knowledge of financial affairs. know our situation, and it is not by an open exposition of
them that we shall injure & credit which is only to be helped by the conviction that we are
fully alive to the danger, and by inspiring the conviction that we mean to seek for a
remedy. [Bravo!]

As far as regards the population, it feels through its own interests the consequences of
the position; and certainly what it feels works more deeply than anything that is said in
this house or written in the newspapers. The tax-payer, whose hoyse is sold over his head,
vgll' not look *arouud hjm to be gold by the newspapers what is the condition of financial
affairs. i

The MINISTER OF STATE, V. Schmerling. * * * * It is an
undoubted fact that we have a deficit in this year of 1865, and we can hardly deny the fact
that we shall hardly get through 1866 without a deficit. This is certainly a serious and
melancholy circumstance, but I must permit myself to throw a little glance on the past year
in order to show that the requisitions of the present year and of the coming year are very
different from those that existed in former years. Whoever will throw a glance at the
requisitions of a former year, and compare them with those rates that have their present
expression in the state proposition of 1865 and 1866, will not be able to avoid the con-
clusion that a decided retrogression has taken place in the requisition.

I shall only ﬁoint to the.one fact that the war budget, which has been so often drawn into
consideration, has experienced a reduction of more than forty millions. It is certainly said,
however, why is this saving just now? Why not in former years? If the conviction has
been attained that a round sum of 95 millions is sufficient for the war budget, why were
135 millions required in former years? = 'Well, to-day we enjoy the certainty of a European
peace; to day, in great and important things, we enjoy security in our interior. That this
was not the case in former years will be clear to all who will throw a glance into the
Paust' * * * * * * * * . * *

I go further into the question. The government of his Majesty, and certainly not the
finance minister alone, but the assembled advisers.of the ecrown, are penetrated and moved
by the conviction that in all branches of the administration thorough reforms are necessary,
particularly in the direction simplifying the administration, and therefore necessarily making
it less expensive. [Bravo!]

The government will be, however, in the position to lay before the lesser Reichsrath, as
well as before the Diets in the provinces of the eastern ha].‘ryof the empire, propositions which
will give the desired aid exactly in the right direction. [Bravo!] :

But there is another very important question which must be keptin view, and that for
the present is only to be touched upon. It is necessary to increase the income of the state,
not by augmenting taxes, for the government is as thoroughly convinced as this high
assembly ; but, in the present condition of the empire, there can be no further augmentation
of taxes. But we must take into consideration the maxim repeated so often, that in Austria
there are still many resources which now lie dormant. They must be utilized, not in aug- .
‘menting the taxes, but by creating new sources of revenue, and, as in this way the state
will indirectly obtain the means of imposing taxes which will not be burdensome, for the
future we may look to this as a source of help. That the government of his Majesty have
already turned their attention to this purpose, this high assembly must believe from one
slight indication, that it*is endeavoring in all directions to give every possible assistance to
institutions of ecredit which have the purpose of animating commerce, traffic, and industry,
as well as to influence those individuals” who are devoted to commerce. When, therefore,
through the untiring activity to which the government is pledged and supported by the
lively participation of this high assembly, and by the high House of Deputies, we shall have
succeeded in working in the double direction. that on one side a total reform of the admin-
istration shall diminish the requirements, that, on the other, new sources of national pros-
perity shall be developed, then we shall have attained what we all wish to attain, and the
deficit will be permanently covered. [Bravo!] .

Mr. Motley to Mr Hunter.

No. 112]] | LecATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, June 28, 1865.

Sir: As postscript to my despatch of yesterday, which will probably go by
the same mail which takes this, I have to state that important changes in the
cabinet have just taken place.

It is officially announced that the Archduke Regnier, president of the council
of ministers, has received, at his own request, a long leave of absence, and that
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the minister of foreign affairs and of the imperial household, Count Mensdorf,
‘will act provisionally as president. ‘

It is further announced that his Majesty has accepted the resignation of
Count Hermann Zichy, aulic chancellor of Hungary, and of Count Nadasdy,
director of the aulic chancery of Transylvania.

Mr. George Von Maylath has already taken the oath’of office as chancellor of
Hungary.

It is further understood that State Minister von Schmerling, Police Minister
Baron Mescery, Finance Minister von Plerer, and the ministers von Hein and
von Lasser, have likewise resigned, and that they are now holding office, at the
request of the Emperor, only until their successors can be appointed.

In short, the Schmerling administration, identified with the February consti-
tution and with the idea of the parliamentary centralization of the imperial do-
minions, has come to an end. '

The principal and immediate cause of this change of policy is undoubtedly
- the Hungarian question, and the appointment of Mr. De Maylath, one of the
leaders of the conservative party in Hungary, as chancellor of that kingdom,
points to an attempt at a compromise. v
_ The statesman most prominently mentioned as successor to Mr, De Schmer-
ling is Count Beleredi, at present statthalter of Bohemia, belonging to the anti-
centralization and aristocratic party.

I have not time to add anything more, save that the changes would seem to
be in the direction of a federal and aristocratic, as opposed to a centralizing and
more popular policy.

Before the next post day it is probable that the various rumors now circu-
lating as to the new cabinet will have given place to facts. o

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient gervant,
, J.LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. W. HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State, Washington.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 115.] LeaaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, July 10, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the circular of date
June 7, ultimo, signed by yourself, giving notice of the departure of Admiral
Goldsborough to take command of the European squadron, and communicating
certain orders of the Navy Department to that officer.

As you are well aware, those orders have no particular application, so far
as the ports of this empire are concerned, the imperial government never hav-
ing extended belligerent rights to United States rebels.

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, &c., &c., §e. § ,

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 118.] LegaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, July 24, 1865.
Sie: I confine myself to-day to the simple statement that the new min-
istry is formed, although not yet formally announced.

Count Larif,(:}:, a noble of large fortune and high character, who has
3nc
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not been hitherto much employed in the public service, is to succeed M.
De Plener as minister of finance. Like the other leading members of
the new cabinet, Count Mensdorff, Count Maurice Esterhazy, Count Beleredi,
and-M. De Maylath, who are all between 40 and 50 years of age, he is in the
prime of life for political labor.

This is also true of the new Travernicus of Hungary, Baron Seunyey, whose
appointment is also settled. This post, which answers in some respects to
that of a minister of the interior for Hungary, ( Tavernicoumere regalium mag-
dster, ) is of special importance at this moment, and I understand that M.
De Seunyey, like M. De Maylath, the new Hungarian chancellor, belongs dis-
tinctly to the ¢ old conservative ” party.

It would seem obvious, therefore, that the effort to bring about a reconcilia-
tion of the kingdom of St. Stephen with the “hereditary provinces” is to be
founded on a good understanding between the conservatives in all parts of the
Austrian dominions. % ‘ o

It is not worth while to add any further conjectures to those already made °
in this correspondence as to the probable policy of the new adminisrration.
"The budget for 1865 has been voted, and the Reichsrath will adjourn on the
27th instant. - The lesser Reichsrath will probably not assemble before the
new year. ' ‘ '

Meantime, the Hungarian diet will be convoked in October, the measures
of the government will then be developed, and the great practical questions,
how to establish a united Austria for imperial purposes, how to reconcile the
legal continuity of the Hungarian constitution with the February patent, and
how to modify that organic law in a constitutional manner, will press for solu-
tion. ‘

The Schleswig-Holstein matter is no nearer a settlement, and it cannot be
denied that the fair days of the Austro-Prussian alliance have been succeeded
by a somewhat threatening atmosphere. ,

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,
v J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLniam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, Washington.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward. 4

No. 120.] - LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, July 31, 1865.

Sir: The session of the Reichsrath was closed on Thursday, the 27th instant,
‘with the usual formalities, in the hall of ceremonies of the imperial palace, the
speech from the throne being read by the Archduke Lewis Victor, the Empe-
“ror’s youngest brother, as «“alter ego” of the sovereign.

- The speech was as follows :

« HonorEDP MEMBERS OF THE REICHSRATH: The honorable charge is con-
ferred upon me of solemnly closing, in the name of his Imperial Royal Apos-
tolic Majesty, the present session of the Reichsrath. In doing this, I greet
you, archdukes, princes of the imperial house, illustrious and honored gentle-
men of both houses of the Reichsrath. Before all, it is incumbent on me to
discharge an agreeable duty in expressing our most gracious Emperor’s entire
appreciation of the patriotic zeal and the unwearied activity which has been dis-
played, as well in the committees as in the assemblies of both houses, during
the discussion of many important subjects.

- «Recognizing the influence which the stimulation of traffic and of industry
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exerts on the universal welfare, a great part of your activity was devoted to the
discussion of such projects as had for their object the furtherance of industrial
activity in the interior, the establishment of the legal protection necessary for
the same, and the auxiliary support on the part of the government for under-
takings which are to be regarded as the most effective means for promoting indus-
trial and natural production, trade and manufacture.

«The reasons which have induced you, after a careful and intelligent examin-
ation, to adopt the new commercial treaty with the states of the German Zoll-
verein have guided likewise the decision of his Majesty in signing it. We
may indulge the hope that, with a fresh and courageous exertion of the indus-
trial energy and intelligence of the country, and by rapidly and prudently
making use of the advantages presented by the treaty, this work will conduce
essentially to the augmentation of the prosperity of the empire. '

“Through laudable and mutual harmony of action in both houses, many laws
necessary for the requirements of the national household have been passed, es-
pecially the finance law for 1865. The determination exhibited during the
discussion of this law to observe, in the appropriation of the means at command
for the necessities of the state, an economy reaching to that limit which cannot
be overstepped without weakening the strength of the monarchy, and its posi-
tion towards the external world, deserve a thorough appreciation.

«The maintenance of the universal European peace, which was always the
task of the imperial government, will continue to be the object of its earnest
endeavor. ‘

«In the Schleswig-Holstein question, his Majesty, in harmony with his Majes-
ty’s illustrious ally, the King of Prussia, will seek to bring the same to a solu-
tion such as is required by the interests of Germany and the position of Austria.

« Weighty reasons, which touch the general interests, and which, on that ac-
count, havefound patriotic and eloquent expression in the assembly of both houses,
demand the speedy convocation of the legal representatives of the people in
the eastern parts of the empire, and bring with them the necessity of pretermit-
ting the discussion of the finance law for the year 1866 in this session.

«Most serene, most worthy, illustrious, highly honored gentlemen : The satis-
faction created by the thought of your intelligent, patriotic labors does not
diminish the deeply cherished aspiration that a common discussion of the laws,
duties, and interests which are common to all the kingdoms and provinces, may
in the near future throw a firm bond of union around all the peoples of this em-
pire. This hope is rooted in a recognition of the vital conditions of the mon-
archy ; it is rooted in the noble feelings of true love and attachment to the throne
and the fatherland.

“ Where a hope rests on such firm ground, that which now finds expression
as a warm wish will, with the aid of God, svon ripen to the glad announcement
of a completed fact.”

It would be superfluous to make comments on the foregoing speech, further
than to call your attention to the fact that it contains no distinet indication of
the future policy of the government, while, perhaps, as significant a criticism as
any other could be derived from the absence in it of any allusion to the econ-
stitution.”

It has also not escaped notice that among the new ministers—whose ap-
pointment was officially announced on the day after the prorogation of the
Reichsrath—no name is to be found that has been identified with the February

atent. ‘
P I subjoin the list of the incoming administration, so far as published :

Count Mensdorff, foreign affairs and imperial household.

Count Beleredi, minister of state and president of the council of ministers.

Count Larisch, minister of finance,
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Mr. De Komers, minister of justice for all the kingdoms and provinces not
belonging to the Hungarian crown. o

Mr. De Franck, minister of war.

Mr. De Maylath, chancellor of Hungary.

Count Haller, chancellor for Transylvania.

Count Maurice Esterhazy, minister without portfolio.

‘What would seem thus far to be certain is, that the theory of forfeiture by
the Hungarians and the other people beyond the Leither of their old constitutions,
in consequence of the troubles of 1848, has been abandoned, and that the known
political opinions of the new ministers furnish a guarantee of as large a measure
of autonomy to those kingdoms as is consistent with any form of substantial
imperial union. : :

The cabinet has obviously been constructed upon what is here called a fed-
eral, as opposed to a centralistic basis. :

Isay nothing to-day of Schleswig-Holstein. Thereisa generalfeeling, however,
that affairs between Austria and Prussia are at last approaching a crisis, and the
result of the special mission of Count Bloome, Austrian minister at Munich, to
the King of Prussia, now at the bath of Gastein, in Styria, is looked forward to
with some anxiety. It would'be useless to deny that there is a wide and deep
dissatisfaction felt in this empire at the position of things in the Elbe duchies,
and the bitterness between Austria and Prussia is increasing every day.

I bave the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, §¢., §c., &¢.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 122.} UnIiTED STATES LEGATION,
) Vienna, August 8, 1865.

Sir: The relations between Austria and Prussia upon the Schleswig-
Holstein question have become so very much embittered that I think it my
duty to write a line by to-day’s steamer, although there are but few new facts
to communicate.

The mission of Count Bloome to the King of Prussia, at Gastein, to which
1 referred in my last, has not produced a distinct result. 1 am informed that
he reports his Prussian Majesty and his prime minister as not disposed to con-
cessions, and as maintaining very firmly the propositions of February last,
which have already been distinetly rejected by the Austrian cabinet.

Those propositions which relate to the conditions to be laid down before any
one of the candidates for the position of Duke of Schleswig-Holstein can be in-
stalled in that dignity, are regarded here as inadmissible, because they give the
virtual sovereignty, both military and political, in those provinces to Prussia,
and would reduce the nominal duke to a state of vassalage.

On the other hand, no compensation, as I understand, is offered to Austria.

The answer of the imperial government has always been—let us decide the
question between the rival claimants of the sovereignty first, and then prescribe
such conditions as may seem proper.

Prussia insists on laying down the conditions first; and those conditions are
regarded by Austria as incompatible with any sovereignty but that of the King.

The provinces, as you are aware, have been, since the termination of the war
with Denmark, under the condominium of Austria and Prussia, as represented
by two commissioners, and sustained by detachments of troops from both ar-
mies.

This condominium, as might be supposed, has led to much wrangling and to
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many unpleasant incidents, the result of which has been great exacerbation of
feeling between the empire and the kingdom. Yet the only means of avoiding
an immediate rupture, to be followed by a war between these two great German
powers, is a continuation of that condominium.

As well ag I can learn, Count Bloome will go back this week to Gastein, in-
structed to propose this prolonged condominium under new conditions, and with
new commissioners,

Obviously, this arrangement is but little better than an armed truce. prelim-
inary to a war which, although it yet may be averted, is now regarded as at
least probable. , .

Austria, believing the Prince of Augustenburg to be the sovereign desired by
a majority of the inhabitants of the provinces, and most acceptable to Germany
in general, has supported and continues to support his claim.

Prussia insists, as I understand, upon his expulsion from the duchies, together
with all his adherents, and refuses to hear of him as a candidate.

As the Prince of Augustenburg has for some time been residing in the duchies,
and will probably not withdraw voluntarily, it seems almost inevitable that his
violent expulsion during the condominium would lead to an armed conflict be-
tween Austria and Prussia within those provinces.

If diplomacy succeeds in arranging this question without bloodshed, it will
achieve a triumph, of which, at present, I am sorry to say there are no strong
indications. ,

It is considered almost certain by Austria that Prussia is bent upon annexing
the provinces in question. This is not possible for the imperial government to
permit, for it would be equal to an abdication on the part of Austria of her po-
sition of first German power. Even now that rank, and the consequent prece-
dency of the Diet at Frankfort, is regarded by Prussia as an assumption, be-
cause Prussia has already more German subjects than the empire has. Should
she now place half a million more Germans under her sceptre this argument
would be irresistible.

Austria is in no position to go to war. Her internal affairs, and especially
the condition of her budget, (on all which subjects I have fully dilated in my
recent despatches,) make peace almost indispensable to her, and most earnestly
is she striving to avert a conflict.

Nevertheless, the annexation she will, I think, prevent if possible, even at
the cost of a war. Every effort, however, will be made to keep the peace, and
it is fervently to be hoped that those efforts will be successful.

I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient servant,

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, §c¢., §c., §e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Motley,

No. 153.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
Washington, August 14, 1865.
Sir: Your despatch of the 24th of July, No. 118, has been received. I
shall follow with much interest the development of the imperial policy for ob-
taining an effective and yet liberal national system of financial administration in
Austria. While the steps that have been taken thus far appear to have been
attended by much discouragement, it must be conceived that the government is
exercising extraordinary patience and assiduity.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

J. LotHRroP MoOTLEY, Esq., §¢., §c., Vienna. :
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Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 125.] LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES, ,
Vienna, August 22, 1865.

Sir: I write a few lines just as the mail for this week’s steamer is closing,
to say that a convention was signed at Salzburg on Sunday last, 20th August,
by which the governments of Austria and Prussia continue for the present their
condominium in the Elbe duchies, and the chance of conflict between those two
powers is averted, or at least postponed. ' ‘ '

The treaty is not to be made public until the 24th of this month, but I am
able to state to you that the essential conditions are, that Austria will exclu-
sively administer the affairs of Holstein, while Prussia will govern Schleswig—
each for an indefinite period.

Nothing has been settled as to the eventual sovereignty of those provinces,
80 that the arrangement is merely a continuation of that state of suspense which
has already caused much anxiety.

The most obvious ecriticism upon the present modification in the arrange-
ments is, that the two provinces are now separated, whereas one of the leading
motives in the agitation which brought about the war with Denmark was the
supposed necessity of their perpetual union with each other. o v

Whether this same necessity will ultimately cause the junction of Holstein
with Schleswig, under the sceptre of Prussia, time will show, but it would not
seem probable that Austria could remain in Holstein for a very long period.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfutly, your obedient servant,

‘ J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD, §c., §c., §c. '

Mr. Seward to Mr. Motley.

~ No. 154.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
i ‘ Washington, August 30, 1865.

Sir': The despatch which you addressed to Mr. Hunter on the 29th of June,
No. 111, was duly received, and the very suggestive parallel between the
Austrian financial sitnation and that of the United States deserves eepecial
acknowledgment and appreciation. It is, however, hardly necessary for me to
mention how uncertain any continuing foothold in the department has been
rendered for me during the summer, by ill health and other casualties. It
seems to me that the encouraging view which you take of our fiscal prospect is
quite correct. 'We have been able already, since the capitulation of the rebels,
to disband, pay and discharge a force of eight hundred thousand men. We
still retain a force believed to be adequate for any domestic or foreign exigency
that can be reasonably apprehended. But this force is far less than the stand--
ing army which Austiia maintains in time of peace. It surprises many.of -our
countrymen that thus far no great financial reaction has resulted from the sudden
change we have made froin civil war to what, as yet, continues to be profound
peace. While political economy is so very imperfectly understood as a science,
prudence in regard to expenditures is very obvious policy. -

Like yourself, I find it difficult to conceive how Austria is effectually to

" reorganize her financial system, and yet at the same time reduce the large mil-
itary force upon which she depends for securing the integrity of the empire.
But, in this respect, her situation differs only in degree from that of other trans-
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atlantic powers; it seems probable that the whole system of armed indepen-
dence, which prevails throughout the European continent, must at no distant
day receive a shock which may open the way for beneficent modification of
government. ' .

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
: WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

J. Lotaror MoTLEY, Esq., §c., §c., §c., Vienna.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 128.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Vienna, Octuber 8, 1865.
~ SIr: Having been staying for a few weeks in the country at a few hours’
distance from the capital at the time of the promulgation of the imperial man
ifesto and patent of the 20th of September, I neglected to transmit translations:
of those important documents. X ,

As they have, however, been printed in various versions in all the European
and (doubtless) American journals, I content myself now with forwarding an
official copy of the manifesto and the patent as part of the history of the time.

As T have said so much concerning the internal politics of Austria in my
recent despatches, especially Nos. 111, 112, 113, 116, 118 and 120, in all of
which the steps leading to the present position were described,and the catas-
trophe has now occurred clearly indicated, I abstain to-day from any super-
fluous reflections ; I say catastrophe, because, although there is no violent uphea-
val of the social and political elements, yet the constitution of February 7,
1861, under which the empire has been administered for the last four years,
seems to have come to an end, and an interim of chaos to have returned.

The new patent of September, 1865, is brief; it consists, as you will observe,
of two articles. .

Article first contains one important word, sistirt—suspended. Article sec-
ond provides that during said suspension the government will take all indis-
pensable financial measures.

How and when this period of suspended animation will terminate time must
soon show. The new manifesto holds fast to the principles of October, 1860,
by which some kind of constitutional existence was promised to his people by
an absolute monarchy. It declares, however, the February experiment to be a
failure. :

That the new attempt to breathe the breath of life into the constitutional
embryo will prove more successful, we must be rather sanguine to believe with-
out any hesitation. Meantime not only the centrifugal forces of magyarism
and czechism are in full play, but movements for independent national existence
are rife in Croatia, Dalmatia, Illyria, and elsewhere, to say nothing of the Ital-
ian portions of the imperial dominions.

To unite such vast and heterogeneous groups of nationalities as compose
this empire, ten kingdoms (not counting Jerusalem) and at least thirty duchies
and principalities under one sceptre by the coercive force of absolutism was
possible. But is a constitutional E pluribus unum conceivable, now that the Feb-
ruary Reichsrath has confessedly failed ?

The very best that can be hoped for it is an E pluribus duo; for the realms
of Saint Stephen, after their recent victory, can hardly be expected to send
members to an imperial parliament at Vienna.

The Transleitha diets are convoked, and will be in session before the end of
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the year,and it will then be seen what propositions for legislative union the
government has to lay before them, and how such projects are to be received ;
meanwhile the said imperial parliament is siszirz.
I have the honor to remain your obedient servant,
‘ J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, §ec., §¢., §c.

[Translation. ]

IMPERTAL MANIFESTO.
To my People :

To strengthen the monarchy by reciprocal action in highest state matters, and to preserve
the integrity of the country in its various and manifold constituents, was my chief design in
my diploma of the 20th of October, 1860, and will hereafter continue to be my guide in trying
to promote the welfare of my subjects. )

he right of the people to participate in legislation and management of the finances,
through their legal representatives, as security for the advancement of the interests of the
empire and its provinces, is solemnly guaranteed and irrevocably established.

The forms for the execution of these laws is indicated in my patent of 26th February, 1861,
promulgated with the fundamental laws concerning representation ; andin the sixth article of
the same patent I have revised the entire code, and pronounced it to be the charter of my
empire,

'Fhe relviva,l *of this form, with harmoeny in all its parts, I leave to the free management of
my people. :

yilv)va.lgmly acknowledge the readiness with which a large portion of the monarchy sent rep-
resentatives to the capital for a number of years, at my invitation, for the purpose of solv-
in%(:erta.in highly important questions.

ut my design for the formation of a durable and constitutional charter of rights for the
empire, which would receive strength and importance from the free participation of all the
subjects of the empire, is yet unaccomplished.

The people of a large portion of the empire, though warmly patriotic their hearts.may
throb, have firmly refused any legislative action, perhaps, because the various laws now
composing the imperial code, in their judgment, appear inconsistent.

My duty forbids me to disregard a fact that hinders the realization of my good intentions,
and threatens the foundation of popular rights, for legislative action is only authorized in
those lands not belonging to the Hungarian crown, which were specified as part of the em-
pire in article VI of the patent of 26th February, 1861. So long as the principles of funda-
mental law of clear intelligence are wauting, there remains an important work for an impe-
rial constitutional assembly.

Now, to keep my imperial promise, and not to sacrifice the sense of the letter, I have deter-
mined to enter upon the way leading to an understanding with the legal representatives of
my people in the eastern portions of the monarchy, and to lay for acceptance before the Hun-
garian and Croatian diets the diploma of 20th October, 1860, and the fundamental law pro-
mulgated by the patent of the 26th of February, 1861, concerning the representation of the
empire.

As, however, it is legally impossible to make one and the same constitution the subject of
negotiation in one part of the empire, while it is simultaneously treated in another part as a
fundamental law, generally binding, I find myself compelled to suspend the validity of the
constitution and the actual representation, with the express declaration and reserve that the
result of the deliberations of the diet in each eastern kingdom, in casé they comprehend a
modification of existing laws compatible with the unity of the empire, and its position as a
great power, shall be laid for ultimate approval before the legal representatives of the other
kingdoms and provinces, to receive and worthily estimate their expression of opinion. I can
but regret that this imperatively rqulired step also brings with it a suspension in the con-
stitutional working of the lesser Reichsrath, as the unity and equivalency of all legal prin-
ciples fgr the deliberation of the council makes a distinctive and partial effect of the laws
impossible.

é)o long as the representatives of the empire shall not be assembled, it will be the duty of
my government to forward all measures that cannot be postponed, and among them, especi-
ally, such as are required by the financial and commercial interests of the empire.

The course leading to an understanding, while taking into consideration legitimate rights,
is now open, if, as I expect with full assurance, a sacrificing and conciliatory spirit and ripe
insight guide the views of my faithful subjects, to whom this imperial word is addressed in

thorough confidence.
FRANZ JOSEPH, M. P.
VIENNA, September 20, 1865,




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 41

[Translation. ]

IMPERIAL PATENT.

‘We, Francis Joseph the First, by the grace of God Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary
and Bohemia, King of Lombardy, &ec., &c., make known, to wit:

In consideration of the unavoidable necessity of forming a durable and constitutional
charter of rights for the empire which shall receive strength and importance from the free
perticipation of all its subjects, the legal representatives of the lands of the Hungarian
crown included, and of proposing to the diets for their acceptance the diploma of 20th Octo-
ber, 1860, and the patent of the 26th February, 1861, concerning the representation of the
empire :

n farther consideration, as these laws are forbidden to be considered generally binding in
every part of the empire, with the advice and counsel of our ministers, we decree as follows :

First. The effect of the fundamental laws concerning the representation of the empire,
with certain exceptions, is suspended, and the déliberations of the Hungarian and Croatian
diets, in case they comprehend & modification of the existing laws, compatible with the unity
of the empire, and its position as a great power, shall be laid for our ultimate approval be-.
fore the legal representatives of the other kingdoms and provinces, to receive and worthily
estimate their expression of opinion.

Second. So long as the imperial representatives do not assemble, it is' the duty of our
government to forward all measures that cannot be postponed, and among these, especially,
such as are required by the financial and commercial interests of the empire.

Given in our capital and place of residence, the 20th of September, 1865, and in the 17th

year of our reign.
FRANZ JOSEPH.
BELCREDIL
MENSDORFF.
ESTERHAZY.
FRANK.
MAJLATH.
LARISCH.,
KOMERS,
MAZURANIE.
HALLER.

By supreme command:
: BERNHARD RITTER V. MEYER.
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PRUSSIA.

Mr. Judd to Mr. Seward.

No. 80.] -LEGATION OoF THE UNITED STATES,
Berlin, January 12, 1865.

Sin : Late events at home, beginning with Mr. Lincoln’s re-election, followed
by the opening of Congress and the President’s firm and unflinching message
regarding the war and the question of slavery, together with the glorious sue-.
cess of Greneral Sherman’s wonderful campaign, and the brilliant victories of
General Thomas, have not failed to affect most powerfully public opinion
throughout Germany and Europe, and it affords me satisfaction to lay before
you some editorial extracts from articles that have lately appeared in the Ger-
man press. I have selected the three foremost German papers, the  Berlin
National Zeitung,” the « Kolnische Zeitung,” and the « Augsburg Allgemeine.
Zeitung.” The ability with which they are edited, no less than the numbers
and class of their readers, put them widely ahead of all other papers in Ger-
many. Their views, as expressed in the articles from which I have selected the
following extracts, cannot fail to exercise a wholesome influence. I now pro-
ceed to quote as follows : '

“ There are two features running through this year’s message of Mr. Lincoln,
which raise it far above the average value of his former state papers. It is full
of the consciousness that a tribunal, even higher than Congress, has approved
of his administration, and that the people have accepted and sanctioned the prin-
ciples which will impart to the statesmen of the north unity of purpose, and
stamp the war with the sanctity of high aims worthy of the greatest sacrifices.
The chosen leader of the people may well discard, as he has done, the petty
arts which subserve to represent events and expectations in a more pleasing light
than a faithful record of the actual state of affairs would show them in. During
the election campaign, all the deeds apd shortcomings, successes and failures,
causes and effects, on the part of the administration, have been sifted through,
and been painted in the most varying colors. The President need not add his
version to the manifold and widely differing representations of the great polit-
ical parties. He does not court the favor of Congress, nor approbation from
abroad. In his re-election he has received a testimonial, that in his person he
far more embodies the will and the views and aims of the people, than the
present Congress assembled in its last session. '

« In the message, the unmistakable voice of the American people speaks to
us, and that people has nothing to conceal, and need not soften a line of the
stern picture of the present aspect of affairs. The north of the Union has
searchingly surveyed all the events since the breaking out of the rebellion, and
has arrived at the conviction that slavery has ceased to be legitimate in that
civilized portion of the globe which in the future is destined to perpetuate the
name of the United States of America. This is the great stream of light, the
rays of which reach us across the Atlantic. From that source the whole pie-
ture rolled up before us receives its wonderful light, and over all the surround-
ing groups that were heretofore wrapt in dark and gloomy shade is poured the
clear light of day.

“ Now the goal is found, which no possible measure of sacrifice can purchase
at too great cost, and success is assured. The reign of human slavery has
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ceased in the United States ; therein lay the real significance of Mr. Lincoln’s
re election, and from this consciousness flow the noble and simple words of his
message.”

Another article contains the following :

« The American people can contemplate the close of the year with satisfac-
tion. With that practical instinct that has always characterized that nation,
they have re-elected Abraham Lincoln as President ; and as at the ballot-box,
80 on the field of battle they have won a great victory. General Sherman has
accomplished his march ‘through the very heart of the rebellious States, from
Atlanta to the Atlantic ocean, a march which in conception, spirit, and ex-
ecution recalls Hannibal’s crossing of the Alps. The south, it is true, is still
possessed of a valiant army and able generals, but Sherman has proved that the
southern colossus rests on feet of clay, and that the rebels have no power to
place against the warriors and free laborers advancing from the west.”

The following was penned on receipt of the news of the capture of Savan-
nah: )

« Every day the Union comes out more powerfully, more giant-like, from this
dreadful civil war. She has no need to plead for friendships; her own citizens
are the pillars of her free States. A few more months and Davis with his friends
and rebel companions will seek an asylum at the shores of the British lion.
There triumphal arches will be built for them, addresses made, and dinners

iven to them, until, a few months later, they, like so many others before them,
will be handed down to obscurity.”
I might add many others equally strong and expressive, but I content my-
gelf for the present, and have the honor to be, ‘
Your obedient servant, :
' -N.B.JUDD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington.

Mr..Judd to Mr. Seward.

No. 81.] UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Berlin, January 16, 1865.

Sir: The legislative body of this kingdom assembled in pursuance of the royal
“proclamation on the 14th instant. The ceremonies were held in the large hall
" of the palace, called “der weisse saal,” and were unusually imposing. A large

assembly had gathered, and by the great display of uniforms afforded a fine
spectacle. The galleries for the court, the diplomatic corps, and the public were
largely filled. Besides the members of the two chambers, there were assembled
the generals of the monarchy, with field-marshal Count Wrangel at their head,
the minister of the royal household, Herr von Schlemitz, and all the high court
officials, and very many of the privy councillors and chief functionaries of the
civil service. At the appointed time the state ministers took their places at the
left of the throne, and after her Majesty the Queen and her royal highness the
Crown Princess had made their appearance in the royal gallery, his Majesty
entered the hall, followed by the Crown Prince and all the other princes of the
royal house. His Majesty was received with the cheers of the assembly, and
after having bowed his thanks and placed the helmet on his head—he wore a
general’s uniform—he received from the hands of the president of the state min-
istry, Herr von Bismarck, the manuscript of the crown speech, which he pro-
ceeded to read in a loud, and at times an elevated tone of voice. The close of
the reading was followed by renewed cheers, and when the King had retired,
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Herr Xon Bismarck. in theKing’s name, declared the Chambers of the monarchy
opened.

I annex hereto a copy of the opening address. It corresponds in the main
with the expectations which persons familiar with the condition of internal affairs
in Prussia had conceived. The government inflexibly maintains its stand-point
on the question of the reorganization of the army. This is expressed in the
speech in terms not to be mistaken. The tone is rather conciliatory, and the
King at the close expresses the hope that the differences now existing between
his government and the House of Deputies may be removed. But it is difficult
to see how this is to be brought about, when the very question upon which that
difference arose is maintained with even more emphasis than ever before. It
requires no prophetic gift to foretell that the present session bids fair to lead to
no other result than the three preceding ones. No understanding is likely to
be reached on the army question, and as this is the condition precedent of a
settlement of the constitutional and budget controversy, matters so far as regards
that issue, too, will remain i statx quo.

The part of the speech relating to Schleswig-Holstein is so worded that no
definite prognostic can be given regarding the policy of Prussia in that matter.
The language is intentionally non-committal, and so framed as to leave to the
government freedom of action. It is no secret that Herr von Bismarck really
means to annex them if Austria can be induced to consent thereto. ‘

The finances and commercial relations as well as the industrial and agricultural
interests of the monarchy are reported to be in a most gratifying and flourishing
condition. The war has been carried on without the necessity of resorting to a
loan, and notwithstanding the extraordinary expenses, the budget for the current
year will show a balance of receipts over expenditures.

The enlargement of the navy is warmly advocated, and in connexion there-
with, the building of the ship canal between the Baltic and the North sea is
iIl)lsisted on in a manner as if that great enterprise was but an internal affair of

russia. :

Foreign relations are represented to be in a particularly satisfactory condition.

Of course the army comes in for its due share of the royal eulogium and ap-
probation for its prowess and success in the war with Denmark. This is the
topie upon which his Majesty ever loves to dwell and enlarge.

The foregoing constitute the leading points in the King’s address. As it
yields nothing in principle, the House of Deputies, while grateful for the concilia-
tory tone of the speech, will maintain its position as unflinchingly as before. An
impression has prevailed that the military excitement consequent upon the sue-
cesses in Schleswig-Holstein, the satisfaction of the nation at the separation of
the duchies from Denmark, and the prospective gain territorially on the part of
Prussia, as well as the increase of external influence and position already by
the Prussians as a nation, would be strong enough to compel submission on the
part of the house to the demands of the ministry, and that indemnity for the
ministry for the past, governing without a budget voted by the house, and a
grant for the future, to meet the King’s military views, would be the result of the
present session. From all that I can as yet hear as to the temper of the house,
the ministry will be disappointed in these expectations as before stated, No
official action has yet taken place in the house beyond its organization. Herr
Grabon has been re-elected president almost unanimously, and if that fact and
his opening speech are indications of the temper of the house, no agreement be-
tween it and the ministry is probable. The following extract from his opening
speech expresses in fewer words than I can find, the interior administrative
policy of the present ministry :

“When we were last dismissed, the hope of an agreement with this house was
renounced. Since, prosecutions of the liberal press and of liberal officials, non-
confirmations of the elections of liberal muncipal officers, aspersions, accusations,
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and slandering of all liberal citizens, have prevailed in a greater degree than
before. Liberal views and opinions are under the ban. Fidelity to their con-
victions, the fairest ornament of the Prussian official of old, is presciibed by the
Prussian regime of to-day. But the King’s motto, He who plants himself on
the rock of justice stands on the rock of honor and victory,’ is ours too. Under
this banner we can find the agreement with the government which we too desire
and have hitherto endeavgred in vain to bring about in a way alone which does
not involve the sacrifice of the rights the people have confided to us, and
we have sworn to uphold.” .

I abstain from speaking of the House of Lords. That body is in full accord
with the government, and will sanction all the measures which may be brought
before it by the ministry. . '

Herr von Bismarck’s policy of postponement and ‘“masterly inactivity” in
_settling the question of succession in the duchies of Schleswig-Holstein yet
prevails, and no arrangement between Austria and Prussia has been reached.
In the mean time they are governed by Prussia and Austria jointly, the real
power and influence being on the side of Prussia.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, :
N. B. JUDD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, :
Secretary of State, Washington.

Speech from the throne.

llustrious, noble, and dear lords and gentlemen of the two chambers: A year fertile in
events has passed away. In concert with his Majesty the Emperor of Austria we have sue-
ceeded in acquitting ourselves of a debt of honor which had been frequently recalled to our
recollection, and with regard to which sentiments traditional in the memory of the entire
country had been called forth., An honorable peace has been won by the brilliant valor of
our united armies. .

Encouraged by the satisfaction with whieh our people cast a retrospective glance upon
this success worthy of Prussia, we turn our hearts with humility towards God, whose bless-
ing has enabled me to give thanks, in the name of the country, to my army, for its exploits,
which equal those of its most glorious military annals. After fifty years of peace, broken
only by honorable but short campaigns, the education and discipline of my army, the utility
of its organization and of its armament, have been brilliantly tested by the war of last year,
which the inclemency of the season and the valiant resistance of the enemy will render for-
ever memorable. Owing to the existing organization of the army, the war was enabled to
be carried on without our being compelled, by calling out the Landwehr, to inflict injury
upon the relations of labor and of family among the people. After such experience it is
more than ever my duty as a sovereign to maintain the present arrangements and to develop
them upon the existing basis, so as to impart to them greater perfection. I may expect that
l)hothdhouses of parliament will afford me their constitutional assistance in accomplishing

is duty.

The development of the navy also creates special obligations. By the part it has taken
in the war the navy bas acquired just rights to my gratitude, and has proved its high im-

rtance to the country. If Prussia desires to fulfil the high mission imposed upon her by

er Eeogra hical situation and her political position, it is requisite for her to give her navy
the fitting development, and not to refrain from making considerable sacrifices for this pur-
pose. Acting upon this conviction, my government will lay before you a bill for the aug-
mentation of the fleet.

The duty of providing for those soldiers whose health has been impaired in the field, and
for the families of those who have fallen, will find legitimate expression in the presentation
of a l})]ill gor the pensions of invalids, which I hope will meet with a favorable reception at
your hands. i

I have been enabled to put an end to the concentration of troops upon the Polish frontier
after the suppression of the insurrection in the adjoining country. The moderate but firm
attitude of my government has sheltered Prussia from the encroachments of the insurrection,
while the competent tribunals have sentenced persons guilty of isolated participation in ten-
dencies aiming at the separation of a portion of the monarchy.

The prosperous state of our finances has enabled us to carry on the war against Denmark
witheut being compelled to have recourse to a loan. This result must arouse great satisfac-
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tion. It has been obtained by economical and far-sighted administration, and above all by
the considerable surplus of the public revenue during the last two years.

After striking the balance of last year, my government will lay before you a complete re-
l;pggt upon the subject of the costs occasioned by the war and the sums from which they have

n met.

The budget of the current year will be laid before you immediately. It includes. the in-
crease of revenue expected to arise from the new land and industrial tax. While confining’
itself to the tried limits of .a prudent estimate, my government has also been able to place
the other branches of revenue at an augmented amount. Jt has thus been enabled, not
only to re-establish equilibrium between the revenue and the expenditure in this budget, but
also to allot considerable sums to meet the new requirements in all branches of the adminis-
tration. *Besides the general accounts respecting the budgets of 1859, 1860, and 1861,
which will be again laid before you, you will also receive the accounts for 1862, in order
that the government may be released from the same.

The labors for the ulterior regulation of the land tax have been completed within the pre-
scribed piriod and in a satisfactory manner. I am happy to acknowledge that this result is
solely due to the zeal and efforts which have been made in all quarters to arrive at a
solution of this difficult and laborious question. The preparatory labors of the tax upon
buildings are also very greatly advanced, and only now require definitive approval.

My government does not cease its efforts that the same progress should be realized in the
different branches of production, and that care should be taken to-extend and improve the
method of communication. The bill for a general regulation of roads will again form an
important item of your deliberations. Several bills will also be laid before you for the exten-
sion and completion of the railway system. .

My government has had the preparatory technical works executed for the construction ot
a canal between the North sea and the Baltic, across Holstein and Schleswig, which should
be constantly navigable for merchantmen and vessels of war of all dimensions. In view of
the importance of this great undertaking to the interests of commerce and of Prussian ship-
ping, my government will endeavor to guarantee its execution by a participation of the state
in the expenses it will occasion. More detailed communications will be made to you upon

- this subject at the close of the preliminary deliberations.

. The ‘working of mines, being freed from harassing restrictions, relieved from taxation,
and developed by increase of the markets, acquires a more and more satisfactory position.
You will have to examine the bill of a new general mining code, intended to regulate the
legia‘,l position of this branch of industry.

he ordinance dictated by the interests of our commerce and our maritime ports, pending
the duration of the war, relative to extraordinary duties upon the flag, will be laid before you
in virtue of an ulterior authorization. My government has succeeded in removing the ob-
stacles which threatened to compromise the existence of the German Zollverein at the ex-
&i{ration of the period fixed by treaty. The treaties concluded with the government of his
ajesty the Emperor of the French have obtained the adhesion of all the governments con-
stituting the Zollverein, and the customs treaties have been renewed with some modifications
justified by experience. These treaties, together with the arrangements upon the subject of
the wishes expressed by one of our allies in the Zollverein, will be laid before you for the
purpose of obtaining your assent. The negotiations which, in consequence of these treaties
and in accord with the governments of Bavaria and Saxony, have been entered into with
Austria with the view of facilitating and reciprocally developing business, permit the hope
of a speedy result, The work commenced by these treaties with France in August, 1862,
and the execution of which has been pursued since that time with equal perseverance by my
government and that of his Majesty tIl)le Emperor of the French, is thus approaching & con-
clusion which will open a vast tield to commerce, and, by the common development of pros-
pexity, will afford a fresh guarantee for the amicable relations of neighboring nations.

I cannot allude to the exploits of my army without expressing my satistaction with, and
cordial acknowledgment of, the deeds of the Austrian troops. As the soldiers of the two
armies have shared their laurels together in the fraternity of arms, so the two courts have
continued united in the complications that have ensued by a close alliance, which has found
a solid and durable basis in my German sentiments and in those of my august ally. In
these sentiments and in fidelity to treaties is to be found the:guarantee for the preservation of
the tie which connects the German states and secures them the protection of the confedera
tion.

The peace with Denmark has given back to Germany her disputed northern frontier, and
has restored to the inhabitants of those countries the possibility of taking an active part in
our national life. The task of my policy will be to secure this conquest by institutions
which shall facilitate the honorable duty of protecting this frontier, and allow the duchies
to employ and twrn to account their resources in the interest of developing the land and sea
forces of the common country. : :

In the maintenance of these legitimate claims, I shall seek in their fulfilment to combine
both the well-founded demands of the country and of the sovereigns. In order, therefore,
to gain a secure basis to judge of the legal questions in dispute, I have requested the law
officers of the Crown, conformably with their duties, to give a legal opinion upon the subject.
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My convictions on the legal side of the question, and my duty towards my country, will
assist me in my endeavors to come to an understanding with my illustrious ally, with whom
I at present share the occupation and the care of a regular administration of the duchies.

It affords me lively satisfaction that the complications of the war have been confined with-
in & narrow compass, and that the dangers which might have threatened European peace
have been averted. The re-establishment of diplomatic relations with Denmark has com-
menced, and I entertain firm confidence in the formation of those more friendly and more
profitable relations which so thoroughly conduce to the natural interests of the two countries.

Our relations with all the other powers have not been in any way troubled, and continue
to present the most agreeable and most satisfactory character.

(gentlemen: It is my earnest wish that the difference which has arisen within the last few
years between my government and the Chamber of Deputies should be brought to reconcilia-
tion. The memorable events of 1864 will have assisted to enlighten the public mind upon
the necessity of improving a military organization which has passed through the test of a
successful war.

I am resolved still to respect and uphold the rights the constitution has granted to the re-
presentatives of the country, but if Prussia is to maintain ber independence and the rank to
which she is entitled among European states, her government must be firm and strong, and
s good understanding with the representatives can only be secured by the maintenance of
the organization of the army, which guarantees its military efficiency, and, consequently,
the security of the country. i

All my efforts and all my life are devoted to the happiness and the honor of Prussia. By
pursuing the same object, I have no doubt you will find the way leading to a complete
agreement with my government, and your labors will thus conduce to the welfare of the
country.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Judd.

No. 85.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 1, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch of January 12, No. 80, has been received. I thank you -
for the very agreeable information it gives concerning the favorable impression
which recent political and military events here has made upon the popular mind
in Germany.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Norman B. Jupp, Esq., &c., §c., Berlin.

Mr. Judd to Mr. Seward.

[Extract. ]
No. 85.] Ux~ITED STATES LEGATION,
Berlin, February 24, 1865.
SIR . *® * * ® * * * *

There is no immediate prospect yet that the status of the duchies of Schleswig-
Holstein and Lauenburg will soon be settled. Prussia and Austria cannot come
to an understanding, and the question is more than ever a matter of agitation
and apprehension throughout Geermany.

An interismistic flag for‘the shipping of the duchies has been agreed upon
between Prussia and Austria, consisting of three horizontal stri pes of blue, white,
and red, with a yellow field in the blue stripe, on the top ncar the flagstaff, and
foreign maritime nations will be asked to recognize that flag, and accord to the
shipping of the duchies the rights and privileges as provided in the commercial
and maritime treaties of Denmark with those nations, and which it enjoyed
when the duchies constituted a part of Denmark.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
N. B. JUDD.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD,

Secretary of State, Washington.
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Mr. Judd to Mr. Seward.

No. 87.] UniTED STATES LEGATION,
Berlin, March 13, 1865.

Sir : Your despatch No. 85, dated February 7, 1865, is received. The dif-
ferences between the Prussian administration and the house of representatives,
so far from being compromised or adjusted, increase in their intensity, and the
hope of a return to constitutional rule and to a condition in which the repre-
sentatives of the people shall exercise some influence and control over the ex-
penditures of the government is exhausted.

At the last court ball Herr von Bismarck said to me that he saw no prospect
of an agreement between the ministry and the house. That body is at present
debating the budget for the purpose, as I suppose, of diffusing information
among the people, and the result of the vote, when that is taken, will be its
rejection in the form presented by the government, and the ministry will con-
tinue to carry on the affairs of state according to their own will and pleasure, its
only responsibility being to his Majesty.

The negotiations between Prussia and Austria, in relation to the Schleswig-
Holstein question, * drag their slow length along,” apparently no nearer a ter-
mination than they were six months since. Herr von Bismarck's “ masterly
inactivity” still leaves the administration of the duchies in his hands, and the
Prussianizing process is going on, not apparently with much success. A favor-
able result could hardly be expected with the known feelings of a majority of
the people of the duchies. Still this entire Schleswig-Holstein business has
been from the beginning a series of lucky accidents in aid of Prussian experi-
mental policy. There are those that believe the finality will place the duchies
substantially and really under the control of Prussia, although formal annexation
may not be proclaimed. It is true, Austria has just refused to agree to propo-
sitions made by Herr von Bismarck to that effect, but this will not preclude
further transaction, and not occasion a rupture, as Austria fears a total disagree-
ment with Prussia in the present attitude of Italian affairs, and Herr von Bis-
marck knows it. As long as that continues, the negotiations can end in only
one way, and that is, by the concession of all that Prussia desires.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
N. B. JUDD.

Hon. WiLriam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Mr. Judd to Mr. Seward.

No. 92.] UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Berlin, Apri 18, 1865.

Stk : On Saturday I hung out of the legation our “star-spangled banners,”
and thus notified the people of Berlin that rebellion and slavery had met their
doom ; that their fortified capital had been taken; that their executive was a
fugitive, and the rehel army of Richmond for the most part killed, wounded, and
prisoners. No details reached us on that day except such as a rebel subsidized
news company, located in London, chose to despatch to the continent. I knew
enough, however, to warrant unfurling the flags, and to-day the happiness is in-
creased by the cordial congratulations of true friends. The well-informed have
expected the « collapse” ever since Sherman entered the “ shell ; but, notwith-
standing, the actual occurrence produced impressions as enthusiastic and exciting
as though the result had not been expected.
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- The number of “I told you 80’s” on the streets is rather remarkable. Still,
the genuine reactionary and feudalist consoles himself with the wise belief that
the nation, although successful in armed contest, is bankrupt, and that the
finances will bring ruin to the (by him detested) republic. We can laugh at his
“ divine right,” ignorance, and conceit.

Your serenade announcement of non-intervention was a happy inspiration for
the moment, as it accompanied the message of our triumph, and will soothe the
alarms of those that know they deserve chastisement for their past conduct
towards us during our depression.

The European rebel sympathizers, who for four years have gloated over the
anticipated ruin of the republic, and have believed to see in this ruin the final
end of all hope for that form of government in-any part of the world, feel some-
what easier in the presence of the « armed democracy” successful at your assur-
ances that justice and honor only are to be sought for and protected in its future
career, and that the nation reinstated can afford to forget slights given us in
times of affliction, however meanly it may think of the manhood of those who
have sought the protection of such circumstances to utter their contumelies. I
have only a short telegraphic synopsis of your remarks, and as construed by me
:lhey only laid aside thoughts of vengeance, but yield not a jot of justice and

onor.

I am awaiting to hear that you have demanded of other nations that pirates
and piracy shall be called by their right names, and treated according to the
laws of the civilized world, and the honeyed phrase of  belligerent rights” should
cease to be used, and the protection of neutral harbors for such craft should be
withdrawn. '

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
N N. B. JUDD.
Hon. WirLiam H. Sewarbp,
Secretary of State, Washington.

Myr. Judd to Mr. Seward.

No. 93.] ' Unitep STATEs LEGATION,
Berlin, April 217, 1865.

. Sir: Intelligence of the assassination of President Lincoln, and of the murder-
ous attack upon yourself and many members of your household, reached Berlin
at about two p. m. yesterday. The statement had such an aspect of horror
that I did not believe it. At the exchange, where it was first received, it was
pronounced a stockjobbing report. I telegraphed immediately to' Mr. Adams,
and his reply was a confirmation of the dreadful tidings. Your condition, as
reported, gives occasion for the most intense anxiety, and no words can express
the feelings with which I await further despatches. The report states that
your sen, Frederick W. Seward, was killed in defending the life of his invalid
father. A noble death of one so young and promising, though sad and mournful
to surviving relatives and friends to know that he died by the hand of an assassin,
The terrible and tragic death of Mr. Lincoln, and the calamities that befell your
houschold in that fearful night, are heavy blows for one enfeebled by previous
illness. May He who saved your life amidst all its horrors give healing to
your wounds, and restore you again to health and usefulness.

I cannot realize that Mr. Lincoln has been assassinated. He was saved from
the Baltimore demons, when on his way to Washington, to be slain now in the
midst of friends, and just at the moment when public affairs have assumed their
brightest aspect, and peace and order are about to return to the country he
loved so well. -

4pcH**
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. All the afternoon-and evening yesterday the legation was thronged with
anxious and inquiring friends, and many tears fell from the eyes of strong men.
Berlin talks of nothing else to-day. Expressions of horror and indignation at
the foul murder of our great and good President, and of deep sympathy and
condolence for our stricken people, mingled with fervent wishes that you may
recover and survive this terrible affliction, are on the lips of all—on the lips of
foreigners and strangers, who see in you the trusted friend and counsellor of
our martyr President, and the man who, for four years so fraught with dangers
and trials, has preserved peace with Europe.

~ The legation is draped in black, and the passing world beholds that #his is a
house of mourning.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

. ~ N. B. JUDD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington.
Myr. Judd to Mr. Seward.
No. 94.] UniTteED STATES LEGATION,

Berlin, April 28, 1865.

Sir: I have to-day received a communication from the minister president and
minister of foreign affairs, Herr von Bismarck-Schoenhausen, expressing the
deep sympathy of his Majesty’s government with the government of the United
States at the death of Mr. Lincoln, and the attempt on your life, and desiring
me to convey the expression of their sympathy to my government. Herr von
Thile, under-secretary of state for foreign affairs, was charged with delivering
the note in person, and came to the legation with it. In doing so he expressed
in the warmest terms, for himself and his government, the deep feeling the sad
occurrences have occasioned.

I annex, marked A and B, copies of that communication and my response to
it.  Herr von Bismarck’s note has been in turn delivered in person to Herr von
Thile by the secretary of this legation, Mr. Kreisman, .

My colleagues of the diplomatic corps are all calling to express their sym-
pathy with us in this affliction, and their abhorrence of the foul deed.

1 am, sir, your obedient servant,
' N. B. JUDD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD,
Secretary of State, Washington.

. A.

[Translation. ]
' BERLIN, April 27, 1865.
The royal government is profoundly moved by the intelligence, which reached here yester-
day, of the assassination ofp President Lincoln, and the simultaneous attempt on the life of
the Secretary of State, Mr. Seward. )

In view of the so happily existing friendly relations between Prussia and the United States,
the undersigned cannot forbear to express to their government the sincere sympathy of the
royal government with the great loss that this crime has inflicted upon them. He therefore
requests the envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of
America, Mr. Judd, that he will convey the expression of these sentiments to his government,
and he avails himself of this occasion, too, to renew to Mr, Judd the assurance of his distin~

guished consideration. )
V. BISMARCK.
Mr. N. B. Jupp, &c., &c., &e.
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B.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Berlin, April 23, 1865.

The undersigned has the honor to acquaint his excellency the minister president and
minister of foreign affairs, Herr von Bismarck, that he will not fail to transmit at once to
his government the expressions of sincere sympathy with the great loss the United States
have sustained in the assassination of their President, Abraham Lincoln, and the prostration
of the Secretary of State, Mr. Seward, which his excellency, on behalf of his Majesty’s gov-
ernment, has been pleased to address to the undersigned, in the note of the 27th of April,
1865, and which was delivered in person, by his excellency the under-secretary of state,
Herr von Thile.

In the midst of their great affliction, it will afford the government of the undersigned, as
it does him, a sincere satisfaction to receive a renewed and so marked a token' of the happily
existing friendly relations between the United States and Prussia.

The undersigned but anticipates the directions of his government in assuring his excel-
lency that the expressions of sympathy and condolence of his Majesty’s government will be
received with due appreciation and acknowledgment, and he avails himself of this occasion,
too, to renew to his excellency the assurance of his distinguished consideration.

N.. B. JUDD.
His Excellency HERR VON BISMARCK, &c., &c., &c.
My. Judd to Mr, Seward.
No. 95.] Unrrep StaTes LeeATION,

Berlin, April 29, 1865,

Sir: Telegraphic advices from the United States by a later steamer reached
here at noon to-day, and it affords me sincere pleasure to learn that the first re-
port of the death of Mr. F'. W. Seward has been erroneous, and that although in
a critical condition, he still lives; and that notwithstanding the cruel and strange
wounds inflicted on you by a cowardly assassin, in addition to the severe injuries
sustained by your late accident, your condition was considered hopeful.

All of the members of the diplomatic corps have paid me their visits of regard
and condolence. So have the King’s chiefest officials, and many of the distin-
guished men of science and letters. :

As the details of the horrible crime become known, the interest and excite-
ment in every circle and among every class of men increases. It is the one theme
of conversation and discussion. The public journals here and elsewhere are
entirely filled with it. One intense and spontaneous burst of sorrow and indig-
nation is ringing throughout Germany, and every one, high and low, great and
humlle, is eager 1o bear testimony of his admiration and grief for a great and
good man departed.

Yesterday the subject was brought before the House of Deputies by one of its
most distinguished members, Dr. William Leewe, well known among our German
citizens in the United States, from his long residence in New York, as a political
exile from his father-land. In eloquent and feeling terms he paid a warm_
" tribute to President Lincoln, and at the close of his remarks called upon the
house to unite with him in an address appropriate to the occasion, to be pre-
sented to the American minister here. Nearly the whole house rose in token
of concurrence, and the address, as drawn up by the speaker, is receiving nume-
rous signatures. It is to be presented to me by a deputation of members, headed
by the president and the two vice-presidents of the house. Dr. Leewe has con-
ferred with me, and it is arranged that the address is to be presented on the
afternoon of Monday next.

At my invitation the Americans at present at Berlin have met at the legation,
and it has been decided to have divine services, in memory of the late President,
on Tuesday next, May 2, at 44 o’clock p. m., in the “Dorothea church,” the use
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of which for that purpose has been kindly granted us by the city authorities
and the pastors of the church. President H. P. Tappan, formerly of Michigan
university, will conduct the services for us,
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
N. B. JUDD.
Hon, WiLriaAMm H. SEwARD,
Secretary of State, Washington.

Mr. Judd to Mr. Seward.

No. 96.] UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Berlin, May 1, 1865.

Sir: This forenoon Captain von Lucadon, personal aide-de-camp of his royal
highness the Crown Prince of Prussia, presented himself at the legation and
informed me that he was charged by their royal highnesses the Prince and Prin-
cess Royal of Prussia to request me to transmit on their behalf, to the govern-
ment of the United States, their condolence at the sad event that had transpired,
and desiring me also to convey to Mrs. Lincoln their kind sympathies in her
affliction. I enclose herewith a copy of my letter of condolence written to Mrs.
Lincoln. I shall send the original through the State Department, sealed.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

: N.B. JUDD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretury of State, Washington.
(For accompaniment see Appendix, separate volume.)
Mr. Judd to Mr. Seward.
No. 97.] v UNiTED STATES LEGATION,

Berlin, May 2, 1865.

Sir: In my despatch No. 95, you were informed, that I had named Monday,
the first day of May, as the time to receive from the members of the Prussian
House of Deputies their address of condolence on account of the death of Presi-
dent Lincoln, and the attempt to assassinate yourself. A note, received in the
morning of that day, appointed five o’clock p. m. as the hour at which the depu-
tation would be at the legation for that purpose.

I had concluded, from some casual remark of a member, that the deputation
would be composed of some six or eight members. - But to my pleasurable sur-
prise on its arrival, I found it numbered twenty-six of the most talented, cele-
brated and influential men of the Chamber, headed by the venerable President
Grabow, First Viee-President Herr von Unruh, and, Second Vice-President Herr
von Backum Dolffs. The additional names of the members of the committee
were as follows : Deputy Dr. William Loewe, deputy Prof. Dr. Virchow, deputy
Baron von Vaerst, deputy Stavenhagen, deputy Dr. jur Waldeck, deputy Par-
risius, deputy von Bonin, (ex-minister,) deputy Bassenge, deputy Schroeder,
deputy Dr. Ziegert, deputy Duncker, deputy Lent, deputy Baron von Zedlitg
and Kurzbach, deputy Riebold, deputy Schneider, deputy Dr. Johann Jacoby,
deputy Raffauf, deputy von Saucken-Tarputschen, deputy Dr. Liemens, deputy
Dahlmann, deputy Dr. Krebs, deputy Dr. Von Bunsen.

The title of doctor repeatedly recurring indicates a university degree, and not
that of a physician, as used in our country. Dr. Loewe, who had the honor of
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your personal acquaintance when lie resided in New York, the political troubles
of 1848 and 1849 having caused his temporary absence from Prussia, as stated
in a former despatch, presented the address with a few remarks in German
expressive of the deep feeling in all Germany at the death of Mr. Lincoln, and
your narrow escape from the same fate, at the hand of an assassin, which he
followed by reciting the address in full. After apologizing in German for my
imperfect use of that language, and asking to be allowed to respond in English,
I expressed the thanks of the government and the people of the United States
for this sympathetic manifestation of interest in our affliction, assuring them that
the latest advices happily stated your improving condition, although the danger
had not yet fully passed. That they might rest under the certain conviction
that the object sought to be accomplished by the conspirators in these horrible
and murderous attacks would not succeed. The government would not be par-
alyzed, but move stoutly and firmly forward in the political and social regenera-
tion of the communities in rebellion. That the experience of the last four years
had demonstrated beyond question the power of a people under a republican
form of government to resist and overcome interior commotion and rebellion.
That the administration of public affairs had passed toa ncw President, habituated
to public life and to deal with national questions, and whose talents and firmness
of purpose would speedily bring into submission what little remained of the
rebellious spirit. That revenge was no part of our national character, but security
for the future was the essential element that would control and guide the con-
duct of public affairs. That the people of the United States appreciated the
sympathy of the German people during this terrible rebellion, and that the
soldiers of Grerman birth, many of whom not even citizens, would be held in lasting
remembrance by a grateful people, and that their memory would be bound with
the laurel common to all who had fought this battle of freedom, without distinction
as to nativity or color. One member of the committee, Mr., Schneider Sagan,
was then in mourning for an only son, killed at Petersburg, Virginia, and another,
Deputy Raffauf, has now a son serving in the army of the United States. The
German heart has been more moved by these awful occurrences than by any
event in their own history since the year 1813. In the mindsof the great mass
of German readers Mr. Lincoln had come to symbolize the republic in all its
attributes of the liberty and equality of all men, and their aspirations and hopes
turned to him with admiration and affection. They feel that in him all humanity
has lost a pure and noble champion. _

After the close of my remarks, some time was spent in friendly conversation
with the various members of the committee, and I parted with themat last, deeply
gratified and consoled by this mark of generous and noble sympathy with our
people and our cause. :

I enclose herewith the original address, with an English translation thereof,
by the secretary of this legation, Mr. Kreismann, who was present during the
interview. It is signed by two hundred and thirty-eight members of the cham-
ber, and I feel persuaded that afit place will be assigned by you for this interesting -
document in the archives of the State Department.

Your old acquaintance and friend, Professor Tellkampf, a member of the upper
house, sought and obtained leave to add his signature. You will readily find
his to you familiar handwriting.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
. N. B. JUDD.

Hon. WiLLiaM H. SEWARD, : \

Secretary of State, Washington
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[Translation. ]

ADDRESS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE PRUSSIAN HOUSE OF DEPUTIES.

SIR: We, the undersigned, members of the Prussian House of Deputies, beg you to ac-
cept the expression of our profoundest sympathy in the severe loss the government and the
people of the United States have suffered in the death of President Lincoln, and alike the
expression of our'deegest borror at the shocking crime to which he fell a victim. We are
the more deeply moved by this public calamity, inasmuch as it occurred at a moment when
we were rejoicing at the triumph of the United States, and as the simultaneous attempt upon
the life of the faithful partner of the President, Mr. Seward, who, with the wisdom and reso-
lution of true statesmanship, supported him in the fulfilment of his arduous task, betrays
the object of the horrible crime to have been, by the death of these great and good men, to
deprive the people of the United States of the fruits of their protracteg struggle and patriotic
self-sacrificing devotion at the very moment when the {riumph of right and law promises to
bring back the blessings of a long desired peace.

Sir, living among us, you are a witness of the heartfelt sympathy which the people have
ever preserved for the people of the United States during this long and severe conflict. You
are aware that Germany has looked with pride and joy on the thousands of her sons who in
this struggle have placed themselves so resolutely on the side of law and right. You have
seen with what joy the victories of the Union have been hailed, and how confident the faith
in the final triumph of the great cause, and the restoration of the Union in all its greatness,
has ever been, even in the midst of adversity.

This great work of the restoration of the Union will, we confidently hope, not be hindered
or interrupted by this terrible erime. Theblood of the great and wise chieftain will only ce-
ment the more firmly the Union for which he has died. This the inviolable respect for law
and love of liberty, which the people of the United States have ever evinced in the very
midst of the prodigious struggles of their great war, abundantly guarantees.

We.request your good offices for giving expression with your government to our sincere
condolences, and our sympathies with the people and government of the United States, and
proffer to yourself, sir, the assurance of our distinguished consideration.

(Follow two hundred and thirty-eight signatures.)

‘REMARKS OF DEPUTY DR. WILLIAM LOEWE IN THE PRUSSIAN HOUSE OF DEPUTIES.

GENTLEMEN: I have ventured to request the president to permit me to make a communi-
cation, for which I claim your sympathy. That which I wish to request of you does notin-
deed belong to the immediate field of our labors, but it goes so far beyond the narrow circle
of private life that, in union with a number of our colleagues, I have ventured to call your
attention to.it. A considerable number of our colleagues feel the need, under the dismay
produced by the shocking news of the unhappy death of President Lincoln, to give expres-
sion to their feelings in regard to his fate, and their sympathy with' the nation from whom he
has been snatched away. ~Abraham Lincoln has fallen by the hand of an assassin in the
moment of .triumph of the cause which he had conducted, and while he was in hopes of be-
ing able to give to his people the peace so long desired. .

Our colleagues wish, in an address, to express the sympathy, not of this house—this I'say in
order to remove all apprehension of a violation of the rules of the house—but the sympathy
of the individual members of the house in this great and unhappy event. This address we
desire to present to the minister of the United States. Gentlemen, I will lay the address on
the table, and I beg those of my colleagues who share with me the feelings of warm and
heartfelt sympathy in the lot of a nation which is united by so many bonds with our own
people to give expression to these feelings by appending their signatures to the address.
These sympathies I regard as all the more justified, as the United States have won a new and
splendid triumph for mankind, through the great struggle which they have been carrying on
for the cause of true humanity, and which, as I confidently hope, in spite of this murder of their
chief, they will conduet to a successful termination. In expressing our feelings of pain, we
desire at the same time to prove our hearty sympathy with the American nation, and those of
our brothers who have taken part in the struggle for their cause. The man, gentlemen, who
has fallen by the murderous hand, and whom I seem to see with his simple, honest counte-
nance—the man who accomplished such great deeds from the simple desire conscientiously to
perform his duty—the man who never wished to be more or less than the most conscientious
and most faithful servant of his people—this man will find his own glorious place in th e pages
of history.  Inthe deepest reverence I bow my head before this modest greatness, and I think
it is especially agreeable to the spirit of our own nation, with its deep inner life, and admira-
tion of self-sacrificing devotion, and effort after the ideal, to pay the tribute of veneration to
‘such greatness, exalted as it is by its simplicity and modesty. I beg you, gentlemen, ac-
cordingly, to join in this expression.of veneration for the great dead, which, without distine-
tion of party, we offer to him as atrue servant of his state and of the cause of pure humanity.
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Mr. Judd to Mr. Seward.

No. 98] UniTED STATES LEGATION,
‘ Berlin, May 2, 1865.
Sir: To-day, at 1 o’clock, a deputation, composed of Count Joseph
Potulreki and Mr. ‘St. Motty, both members of the Prussian Chamber of
Deputies, presented to me an address on the subject of the late terrible
calamity to our nation, signed by the Polish members of the Prussian Chamber
of Deputies, with a request to have the same laid before the government and
people of the United States. I assured them of our full appreciation of this
act of sympathy, and that I would not fail to immediately forward the address
. to my government. The address is herewith enclosed.
I am, sir, your obedient,
N. B. JUDD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwaRrbD,
Secretary of State, Washington. -

[Translation. ]
ADDRESS OF THE PRUSSIAN CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES.

“The Polish members of the Chamber of Deputies of Prussia, at this moment present in
Berlin, join their German colleagues in expressing all the grief and indignation they have
experienced on learning of the abominable crime to which the illustrious President Lincoln
has fallen a victim—a martyr to the great cause of the abolition of slavery.

(Follow the signatures.)

Mr. Judd to Mr. Hunter.

No. 99.] UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Berlen, May 4, 1865.

Sir: Your official circular, dated 17th April, is received. The intelligence
of the assassination of President Lincoln, and the atfempt upon Mr. Seward,
accompanied by the wounding of Mr. F. W. Seward, official notice of which
is contained in your circular, reached Berlin on the 26th of April. I need not
repeat again the grief and horror felt on receiving the tidings of the sad event.

The Americans in Berlin met at this legation and resolved to hold appropriate
divine services, in memory of the lamented President. The original intention
of meeting in the little chapel, ordinarily used by us for religious worship, had
to be abandoned, on account of the almost universal desire of men of all classes
here to afford them an opportunity of participating in the services, and min-
gling their grief with ours in paying a last tribute to the great and good man
departed. We therefore sought and readily obtained of the Berlin city authori-
ties the use of the Dorothea church, one of the most spacious buildings of public
worship here. It was arranged that the Rev. H. P. Tappan, D. D., of New
York, now temporarily in Berlin, should conduct the services and deliver an
address, and the German part of the exercises was intrusted to the very distin-
guished author and divine, Rev. Dr. Krummacher, chaplain to his Prussian
Majesty at Potsdam, who kindly had consented to officiate on the occasion.
‘We also obtained the services of the choir of the Royal Cathedral; the church
was draped in black, and the American flags hung in mourning.

The services were among the most significant and solemn ever held in Ber-
lin. The attendance was so large that many persons were unable to obtain
admission, and remained standing outside in the church yard. His Majesty the
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King was represented by Major General Von Boyen, his aide-de-camp. The
president of the ministry of state, and minister of foreign affairs, Herr von
Bismarck, was also present. So were the members of the diplomatic corps
in full, a large number of the Prussian house of deputies, and very many of the
distinguished men of science, letters, and art. = It was indeed a noble tribute to
our martyr President, and the cause in which he had died. I beg leave to en-
close the order of exercises as printed for the occasion.

The addresses by Dr. Tappan and Dr. Krummacher were eloquent and
feeling tributes to the public and private virtues of the deceased, and to the
genius of our institutions in developing character, as illustrated in the life of Mkr.
Lincoln. Throughout the whole of the exercises the audience remained absorbed
and profoundly touched by the simple sclemnity and impressiveness of the scene,
which will be long remembered by the people of Berlin. ¢

There is no abatement as yet of the intense excitement and heartfelt sympathy
in all classes of society, here and elsewhere in Grermany, over the sad event, and
the possible and probable consequences thereof. All are moved, and seeking
words and modes to show us their deep emotion and genuine sympathy.

The first feeling of many here and elsewhere, on learning of the assassination
of President Lincoln, was one of alarm and apprehension lest his death might
be followed by anarchy and confusion, and our government be paralyzed. The
quiet and undisturbed assumption of office by President Johnson, his speeches
at his inanguration, and on other occasions, have now removed all fear, and con-
vineced all persons that the people, and not dynasties, rule in the United States ;
that our government and our institutions do not depend upon any man’s life,
however great and good that man may be. The American people stand forth
greater than ever in the eyes of Germany and Europe. ’

Whatever may have been done in the United States, Mr. Lincoln is being
canonized in Europe. A like unanimity of eulogy by sovereigns, parliaments,
corporate bodies, by the people, and by all public journals, was never before
witnessed on this continent. The most truthful and eloquent testimonials are
now given by some of those that belied him most while living.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
N. B. JUDD.

Hon. WiLLiam HuNTER,
Acting Secretary of State, Washington.

Mr. Judd to Mr. Hunter.

No. 100.] UNITED STATES LEGATION,
‘ Berlin, May 8, 1865.

Sir: On the 6th instant a deputation from the ¢ Berlin Workingmen’s
Union,” consisting of Messrs. A. Korig, L. Hoff, R. Krebs, Robert Nouvel, and
Loehmann, presented an address of condolence in relation to the death of Mr.
Linecoln. -

"That Unionis composed of nine hundred members, and is one of the influential
clubs of Berlin, -

I thanked thém for their kind sympathies, and promised to forward the ad-
dress to the government of the United States, to be laid before the people.

Annexed is a translation into English, made by the secretary, Mr. Kreismann.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
N. B. JUDD.

Hon. WiLLiAM HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

(For accompaniment see Appendix, separate volume.)
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Mr. Judd to Mr. Hunter.

No. 101.] UniTeED STATES LEGATION,
. Berlin, May 28, 1865.

SIR: Accompanying this I have the honor to forward an address to the
President, presented to me for transmission by a committee of the ¢ Berlin
Artisans’ and Mechanics’ Union,” a very large and respectable association of
men for mutual advancement and benevolence. I have properly responded to
and thanked the gentlemen who delivered me the address, and I herewith en-
close it with an English translation thereof, made by the secretary of this lega-
tion, Mr. Kreismann. '

T also beg to enclose an address to the President, presented by a committee
of the Berlin branch of the « Allgemeiner Deutscher Arbeiter-Verein,” an asso-
ciation of German workingmen, extending in branches, with a central organiza-
tion at Leipzig, throughout all Germany. :

These are but additional tokens of the deep and universal sympathy prevail-
ing among the Germans of all classes for our cause and our people, and are en-
titled and will receive our grateful acknowledgments.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

N. B. JUDD.
Hon. WiLLiam HUNTER,
Acting Secretary of State, Washington.
(For enclosures see Appendix, separate volume.)
Mr. Judd to Mr. Hunter.
[Extract. ] ‘
No. 105.] - UNITED STATES LEGATION,

Berlin, June 2, 1365.

Sir : Prussian politics, internal and external, remain as unsettled as ever.
Negotiations still continue between Prussia and Austria, in relation to the final
disposition to be made of the duchies of Schleswig-Holstein. The peculiar views -
and desires of Prussia I have mentioned in previous despatches, and thus far
masterly inactivity is having its influence in her favor. So sure was she of
accomplishing her objects, that a short time since her fleet was ordered to the
harbor of Kiel, and the initiatory steps entered upon, to establish a permanent
navy yard and a depot of naval stores and supplies at that port, to be accompa-
nied by fortifications permanently armed and manned by Prussian troops. This
was done without saying even “by your leave,” to the duchies or to Austria.
The interference of the Austrian commissioner in the duchies has so far checked
that action. Propositions are now pending between Prussia and Austria for
the assembling of the estates of the duchies, and this seems to be assented to
by both the governments, but they are still separated by the questions as to
what are the constituent parts of said estates under existing laws ; by what law
the composition is to be regulated, and when assembled, who is to have the
initiative in the measures to be acted upon, and other points of a like nature.
Certain it is, that neither of the governments intends to permit the estates to
settle the succession, and regulate such other matters as may to them seem
necessary. 'The people of the duchies are treated as of no importance, and are
to be finally disposed of according to the interests and wishes of the conquerors
of Denmark, to whom the duchies were ceded as the spoils of victory.

The differences between the government and the Chamber of Deputies continue
as decided and irreconcilable as ever. The military budget has been overwhelm-

#
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ingly rejected. The annual budget has shared the same fate. In fact every
measure of the government, having for its object a grant of money beyond
the points of the most restricted ordinary expenditure, is peremptorily.rejected.
The debates are bolder and freer than ever before in the history of this king-
dom. The charges of corruption and despotism against the minister of justice,
in the composition of the courts for the trial of political offences, are boldly
uttered, and, that too, by members who themselves are judges. Unfortunately,
the charges of using the judicial power to punish political opinions are too true
to be denied, and the minister of justice has no other defence than that of say-
ing «T protest,” without meeting one of the specifications with even a plausible
explanation. The truth is, that Prussia is to-day as thorough a despotism as
exists in Europe; the excesses of the despotism being, however, restrained by
© the really good heart of his Majesty.

The debates in the chamber have created a profound sensation among
the people. They are permitted to appear in full in the newspapers, but a
pamphlet edition thereof, intended for general circulation, has been confiscated
by the government. Repression, according to the system now in vogue in
France, is being carried out in this kingdom.

The influence of the United States at the present time upon the masses in
Europe, and especially in Germany, cannot be estimated by a person not living
among them. The brilliant military success, the putting down of the rebellion,
the quiet transfer of the government from one man to the other, as the result of
the horrible tragedy in Washington, the stern and steady onward march of publie
affairs under the new President, have convinced the masses of the steadiness of
power in a self-governed people, and European rulers look to-day with more
interest at what shall emanate from your department than all the other diplo-
matic bureaus in Europe. The system of the repression of liberal ideas that
now prevails in all the governments of Europe, with the exception of Russia and
Italy, must break down, and no influence does or will operate so strongly to

roduce this result as the universal discussion in every cirele of the affairs
of the United States, and the successful progress of events there, grander
and more powerful for humanity than any that have yet occurred in the politi-
cal or military history of this continent.

The rebel cause has now no longer any friends in Europe. The murder of
President Lincoln, and the attempt upon the lives of the Secretary and Assist-
ant Secretary of State, so filled the public mind with horror and indignation
that all its advocates and sympathies here are thoroughly silenced. And now
the capture of the redoubtable rebel chief, Davis, in his wife’s petticoats, has
covered him and his ruined cause with withering ridicule. What a fall there
was! A shout of homeric laughter wentforth all over Germany at the ridiculous
plight in which that worthy was taken prisoner. His capture, it is plainly felt,
removes the last obstacle to a permanent and lasting peace. Kirby Smith and
his bushwhackers will not long stand in the way thereof. The fourth of July
next will see the nation restored, slavery abolished, and our land not only in
song, but in fact, “the land of the free, and the home of the brave.”

United States bonds here and elsewhere in Germany are quite buoyant.
They are now quoted at 73. Permanent investments therein continue to be made
quite largely, although the speculating mania which had seized upon them, and
was crowding out all other funds, has perceptibly abated. The attempt which
was lately made by the enemies of our cause to stop the sale of our bonds, by
starting rumors of the ecirculation of large numbers of counterfeit bonds, has
utterly failed. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, which was received
here in Berlin, and published in the daily journals, has fully removed all appre-
hensions regarding the existence of any counterfeits of our bonds whatever.
The article on our finances, and ability to pay our national debt, prepared by
Dr. William Elder, under the auspices of Jay Cooke, has likewise done much

3
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good. T deemed it of sufficient importance to seek its insertion in substance in
the « Berische Zeitung,” the journal of the largest circulation here.

* * * * * * ® * *
Yesterday, the first of June, pursuant to the President’s proclamation, was
duly observed at this legation in memory of our late beloved President.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,

» N. B. JUDD.
Hon. WiLLiaAMm HUNTER,
Acting Secretary of State, Washington.
Myr. Seward to Mr. Judd.
No. 91.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, June 13, 1865.

Sir: Your despatches from No. 93, dated April 27, to No. 100, dated May
8, have been received, and have been attentively read. Your narratives of the
public and private demonstrations of sympathy in Prussia, occasioned by the
tragic occurrence of the 14th of April last, are very interesting as well as highly
gratifying.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Norman B. Jupp, Esq., §c., §c., Berlin.

Myr. Judd to Mr. Seward.

No. 109.] . _UniTep STATES LEGATION,
Berlin, July 3, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch No. 91, dated June 13, 1865, is received, and contents
duly noted. I am deeply gratified that a kind Providence has restored you
to health, and preserved your invaluable services to our country, that stands so
much in need thereof. May you soon have the happiness of seeing your son
Frederick also entirely recovered.

The department circular, relating to Admiral Goldsborough’s squadron in
European waters, is likewise received, and I shall not fail, as occasion may
require, to make the subject of the circular known to the proper persons here.

Berlin at this time is entirely deserted by all prominent official and diplo-

_matic ‘personages. His Majesty the King has gone on his annual tour to
Karlsbad, accompanied by M. de Bismarck, and he is not expected to return
to Berlin before September next.

Affairs in the United States continue largely to engross the attention of the
press and people of Germany, and hopes are indulged that the reconstruction
of the States on the basis of the total and final abolition of slavery will be suc-
cessfully carried out. Public sentiment here is strongly in favor of seeing the
right of suffrage conceded to the colored population of the rebellious States.

The demand for United States bonds is still very active, so much so that at
this time they are from 2 to 3 per cent. higher than in New York. They are
quoted to-day at 775 @ 77%.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
N. B. JUDD.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwWARD,

Secretary of State, Washington.
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M. Seward to Mr. Wright.

No. 2] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
‘Washington, July 18; 1865.

Sir : Information has been received at this department, from the United
States consul at' Bremen, of the shipment from that port to the United States
of two sentenced criminals from Prussia. I enclose a transeript of the consul’s
despatch upon the subject, from which it appears that the convicts referred to
were sent to Bremerhafen by the local authorities at Wandersleben, in Prussia,
under the escort of a Prussian officer, in order to be shipped to this country at
the cost of the said local authorities. It further appears that one of the
criminals has already sailed, and that the other, having committed a fresh
offence at Bremerhafen, has been sentenced to three months’ imprisonment, at
the expiration of which he will also probably be sent to the United States, his
passage thither having already been paid.
- You are requested to make a representation of the above facts to the Prussian
government, and to express the expectation that prompt measures will be
taken to prevent a repetition of such unfriendly proceedings on the part of any
of the local authorities of that government. You will also state that the
criminals referred to will, in case of their detection on arrival here, be promptly
returned to the port whence they departed.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
JoserH A. WricHT, Esq., §c., §c., Berlin. ‘

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AT THE
FREE HANSEATIC CITY OF BREMEN, Bremen, June 21, 1865.

Sm: With reference to my despatch No. 159, I have to inform you of a new case of ship~
ment of criminals to the United States. In this case the culpability of the local authorities
in Prussia has been fully proved in a Bremen court, and reclamations, if you deem them
necessary, can be based upon positive facts. It appears from the proceedings in the Bremen
assizes, of June 15, that in the first days of March two criminals from Prussia, named
Ernest Roediger and Krumholz, both incorrigible criminals, and already many times sentenced
for larceny to the penitentiary, have been sent by the local authorities of Wandersleben,
Prussia, to Bremerhafen, escorted by a public officer, in order to be shipped to the United
States at the cost of the above local authorities. Kumholz sailed with.the Bremen ship
Laura, but Roediger committed another larceny at Bremerhafen, and was sentenced to three
months’ imprisonment, after the expiration of which he will probably be sent to the United
States, as his passage is already paid. I subjoin the full evidence in the reports of two
different newspapers for further use. I cannot believe that these local authorities are acting
without the consent of their government; and even if they do, a diplomatic reclamation
from our government would probably put a stop to this daily increasing mal-practice.

. I am, sir, your obedient servant,
HENRY BOERNSTEIN,
i United States Consul.

Mr. Judd to Mr. Seward.

[Extracts. ]
No. 115.] UnNiTED STATES LEGATION,
Berlin, August 9, 1865.

Sir: Allow me earnestly to call your attention to the question of the im
pressment of adopted citizens of the United States into the armies of Prussia
and other German states. It is now assuming such importance, by reason of
the numbers returning to Germany, that I would respectfully suggest that the

“
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‘vestrictions placed upon this legation in your despatches, and particularly in
those numbered 29, 49, and 92, should be removed, and liberty given to the
representative here to exercise his discretion in the cases as they arise.

With the closing of our civil war, the reasons for the prohibitions contained
in those despatches have ceased. Citizens of the United States, Germans by
birth, who have boldly followed the flag of the Union for the last three years
and more, are now returning to visit their relatives, and they are threatened
with compulsory military service here. And this will apply to many who have
acquired the right of citizenship in accordance with the act of Congress con-
ferring such right for actual service in our army. Every steamer brings more
or less of these young men to the land of their nativity. * * *  *

I suppose that the government of the United States intends to protect its
citizens. It surely should do so, and not permit this state of things to con-
tinue, even if extreme measures should have to be resorted to. If this is not
to be done, good faith to our adopted citizens, at least, requires that they be
notified that they are not to be or cannot be protected when they return to
Germany, and that the claims for the free right of expatriation, which we have
always made on foreign governments, should cease. I hold there is no occasion
for the latter course, and that a positive and earnest demand for the adjustment
of the question would be successful. Hiding from the military duthorities of
Prussia and other German states, by a man who has worn our uniform during
the last four years’ struggle, is not the course a citizen of the United States
should be required to take, and is not in accordance with the prestige of our

* *

nation. * * * *
I am, sir, your obedient servant, '
. N. B. JUDD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
i Secretary of State.
Mr. Wright to Mr. Seward.
[Extract. ]
No. 1] . UNITED STATES LEGATION,

Berlin, September 7, 1865,

Sir : In answer to the request of Mr. Judd, the minister of foreign affairs,
Baron Von Bismarck replied the King would receive Mr. Judd and myself in
audience at Baden Baden on the 3d instaat at 11 o’clock a. m. The day pre-
vicus I met the King with his brother, Prince Carl; they both greeted me
with words of compliment; his Majesty remarking in English, “1 am mos{
happy to welcome you again to Prussia.”” At the appointed hour Mr. Judd
and myself were presented by the minister of foreign affairs, (Mr. Judd prece-
ding me.) The interview was brief. The King spoke highly complimentary
of Mr. Judd’s course at Berlin, and bade him an affectionate adien. His Maj-
esty said, among other things, he was rejoiced at the termination of our war,
and the prospect of the restoration of law and order. I had remarked on this
subject, that during the last four months we had discharged eight hundred
thousand soldiers, and paid out more than two hundred millions of dollars; yet,*
amid all this, there was no perceptible change in society except. the labor of
the soldier being transferred to his ordinary avocations of life. T assured the
King of the sentiments of friendship and esteem entertained for him and his
subjects by the President, and the ardent desire of the President and people of
the United States that the two nations might become more and more closely
united in the bonds of friendship. To this his Majesty warmly responded,
most fully reciprocating the sentiment, and closed by saying to me perzonally,
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«T trust your future residence at Berlin will be as happy and productive of
good feeling as the past.” The day before this interview with the King I was
introduced to the minister of foreign affairs, In the course of our conversation
he alluded, with some feeling, to the subject of military duty of Prussian citizens,
and to the position of the Prussian government. I hear every few days of cases
of arrest throughout Prussia. Some of these purchase their way out of the
country ; others leave in a manner not very creditable to an American. The
consul general at Frankfort (Mr. Murphy) writes me as follows: «I have
before me four new cases in Cassel and Nassau. One of the parties is too old
to serve in the military; he has no money to procure a substitute or pay a fine,
and he lies in jail now. He emigrated to America when he was seven years
old, and has lived there twenty-one years, and now for the first time visits his old
home.” There is a great increase in the number of our German adopted eciti-
zens returning this year, many of whom have been soldiers of our army. In
this connexion the views of our government on this subject, as expressed from
time to time, are well known to Prussia, and hence I have no doubt the subject
is now attracting the attention of the Prussian government. I have no evi-
dence of any change in the police of the government. Yet I do believe
good will result from a direct and firm issue on this subject. Prussia de-
sires our friendship and good will; her ministers fully comprehend what is to
be the condition of things resulting from the past, present, and future emigra-
tion to our country. I am not mistaken in saying some of them are anxious to
settle this vexed question. A despatch from you at this hour may be of incal-
culable benefit.

I enclose copies of correspondence with P. F'. Von Rhein, of San Francisco,
California, on the subject of his return to Prussia. I deem it my duty to call
the attention of the government to the probable demand for our agricultural
productions on this side of the Atlantic. In some portions of the country the
drought has entirely destroyed the grass crop, and farmers are shipping their
stock away or making hurried sale. Already there have been some heavy im-
portations of American rye into Hamburg at a good profit. I believe this is
only the commencement of large importations from our side to supply the wants
of many portions of the country on this side of the Atlantic. It should be
known also that during the past year a considerable business was done in im-
porting corn to Hamburg, (called here the white horse tooth-corn,) for seed.
They cut the plant green and use it for fodder, so that every year the demand
for the seed is renewed, and constantly increased.

Emigration to our country is on the increase; every berth on steam or sail-
ing vessel from Hamburg (and I hear the same is true of Bremen) is taken up
to the last of October, and the companies are sending out extra vessels.

‘We have some German papers which are willing to publish articles giving a
correct condition of things at home. I shall not fail to furnish such papers and
pamphlets, or items sent from the department or may come to my notice, which
are adapted to the German mind. * * * * * *

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH A. WRIGHT.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

Mr. O. F. Von Rhein to Mr. Wright.

SAN FRANCISCO, July 18, 1865.
Smr: It is not unlikely that eircumstances will make it desirable for me to reside in Berlin
for some length of time, or it may be permanently.. You would, therefore, confer a great
favor if you will kindly reply to one or two questions which I shall take the liberty to ask.
Your answer must in some measure decide whether I return to my native city or not. I am
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by birth a Prussian, my father having served as captain in the royal army. I left Berlin
some twelve years ago, taking with me a passport which entitled me to remain abroad for
one year only. I remained in New York, however, for over five years, when, having become
of age and a citizen of the United States, I returned to Germany on a visit to my mother,
who resided in Berlin. I remained but two weeks, being, during that time, in hourly fear
of being arrested and forced to enter the army. With the exception of these two weeks, I
have never been in Europe since my sixteenth year. The question, then, to which I crave
your reply, is, can I, being an American citizen, permanently reside in Berlin without dan-
ger of being forced to do duty in the Prussian army ? In order that your honor may under-
stand my case fully, it may perhaps be well to add that on my return from my former visit
to Germany, feeling somewhat annoyed at being obliged to make my stay in Berlin very
much shorter than I would have done had it mot been for fear of the army, I addressed a
few lines to the New York Herald, to which, contrary to my expectations, the editor attached
my full signature.

I do not now recollect the exact words I used; but they were about as follows: ¢ To the
Editor of the New York Herald. Sir: I am by birth a Prussian; by adoption a citizen of the
United States. On a recent visit to Berlin, finding myself in danger of being forced into the
Prussian army, I called on Governor Wright, the American minister in Prussia, for protec-
tion. That gentleman, after examining my passport, told me that while he had the wish and
inclination, he lacked the power to protect me. Governor Wright, therefore, advised me to
leave Berlin as soon as possible. Such being the case, Mr. Editor, would it not be better to
withhold & passport from naturalized citizens than to consign them to the very grasp of a
tyrant, with no better protection than a worthless piece of paper?” )

The appearance in the New York Herald of a notice something like the above aroused
some little discussion, through the public press, by parties who were strangers to me person-
ally, but felt interested in the principle involved. It is, therefore, not impossible that the
fact that I have written and published a notice similar to the above may have come to the
knowledge of the Prussian government; and if so, can I be held responsible on the ground
that I have formerly been a Prussian subject?

I'am a married man, having a wife (a native of New Orleans) and two young children,
and, if I decide to reside in Berlin any length of time, not being rich enough to live on the
interest of my money, shall be obliged to do something towards the support of my family. I
should either engage in some mercantile pursuit or establish myself as a teacher of languages;
(I speak French, English, Spanish, and German. )

The subject is to me a very important one. I have for this reason been more lengthy
than I at first intended, at the risk even of trespassing on your honor’s pa‘ience.

Be kind enough to address your reply to the undersigned at San Francisco, California.

Very respectfully, your honor’s most obedient servant,
) 0. F. Yox RHEIN.

The Hon. UNITED STATES MINISTER to Prussia.

Mr. Wright to Mr. Von Rhein.

BERLIN, PRUSSIA, August 26, 1865.
Sir: Yours of the 18th of July, dated San Francisco, is just at hand. I am not yet the
accredited minister to Prussia, but shall be in a short time. I hasten, however, to say, in
reply to your note, that no change has been effected on the subject of expatriation and the
ﬁ%hts of citizenship between our government and Prussia since you called upon me in 1858,
The subject is now being agitated on account of the great number of German soldiers from
our army and others returning to the land of their fathers. I will advise you if any change
occurs. Under all the circumstances you name, I cannot at present deem it advisable for
you to change your residence.
In haste, yours truly,
J. A. WRIGHT.
O. F. YoN RHEIN, 105 Montgomery street, San Francisco.

i

Myr. Wright to Mr. Seward.
[Extract. ]
No. 6.] ' UntTep StaTES LEGATION,
Berlin, October 25, 1865.

Sir: Immediately on the receipt of the news of Lord Palmerston’s death, I
called upon Lord Napier, the English ambassador at this court, and expressed
to him my profound sympathy and regret, in which my country would join, at
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the loss his government had sustained in the death of the first officer of the

_country. His lordship responded with much feeling to my expression of sym-
pathy, and desired me to convey to my government his unfeigned thanks for
this mark of respect and sympathy, and he desired at the same time to be espe-
cially remembered to you. 3 ‘

/1 forward with this despatch the reply of Baron Thile, the acting minister of
foreign affairs, to the application of Jacob Carl Breiger, who desires to return to
Prussia with a view of settling his family affairs. The case was reported by
Mr. Judd, December 27, 1864, in despatch No. 79. This reply of the minister
is certainly without any precedent. The.idea of a child 13 years of age being
‘charged of having left his country with a view of avoiding military duty seems
_to me most absurd. After making this statement, as connected with the finding
of the court at Newstadt, he says: “Under the peculiar circumstances of the
case, the government will permit the said Breiger a short stay in Prussia, upon
the condition that he submits to the judgment, by the payment of the money or
imprisonment for one month;” and then adds, most generously, « Mr. Breiger
must pay the cost.”” This language is applied to a young man who left this
‘country when a child with his brother, having committed no offence, upon
whom no liability had accrued of any kind, and who is now only asking per-
mission to return to adjust and settle his family matters with a government
which have, by solemn treaty with us in 1828, stipulated and agreed, among other
things, that «the inhabitants shall be at liberty to sojourn and reside in all parts
of said territories, in order to attend to their affairs,” &c. Having written so
much on this subject, I do not propose to take your valuable time with a repe-
tition of my views, but would most respectfully refer you to my despatches Nos.
50 and 56, as also No. 13, with the accompanying documents connected with
the case of Eugene Dullye.

The Minister Baron von Bismarck is not expected to return for some days.
T am most anxious to see him before replying to your despatch No. 4. I will;
however, say we have everything to gain and nothing to lose by taking a de-
cided and firm stand on this subject; not by attempting to enforce our views
by threats, nor by the way of menace, but by argument. The condition of things
in Prussia -at this time is most favorable for us. All is not quiet and secure.
Much dissatisfaction exists in many portions of the country. Great discontentis to
be found among the working classes, not only on account of the question of wages,
but on political questions. The agitation is greatest in the Rhenish provinces.
The questions connected with Schleswig-Holstein and Lauenburg provinces
are not settled. Prussia has a popular legislature, called the Landtag, elected

_by the people, who are at variance with the King, and have been for years.
Taxes are levied and collected for the payment of the army without appropria-
tions made by law, although she has a written and liberal constitution. Large
bodies of her leading men have been prohibited from meeting together to dis- -
cuss political questions.

At this time our commerce and trade with Prussia is very great. We pur-
chase five times the amount of Prussia that she does of us. The emigration is .
constantly increasing, consequently the communication and correspondence are
daily becoming more frequent by the cheap and weekly steamers by the way of
Bremen and Hamburg. ‘ . '

There have been at least five hundred American citizens in Prussia the present
year, liable to perform military duaty according to their laws and regulations.
They do not succeed in placing in the army one in a hundred. I believe the
arrest of any American ecitizen by Prussia, which necessarily becomes the sub-
ject of discussion in the papers, with the consequent agitation that follows, is
productive of great evil to Prussia. All these things are beginning to be fully
understood by the Prussian cabinet ; they will not let the subject lie over from .
year to year, becoming, as it must, more and more complicated and formidable.
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But the initiative should come from Prussia. In my opinion it will come if we
take our position with firmness, for they desire the continuance of our good will
and friendship. Prussia acknowledges the right of men to expatriate themselves,
as she is constantly admitting citizens of other countries to become citizens: of
Prussia; acknowledging thereby she is opposed to the doctrine of perpetual
allegiance, and thus favoring the right of men everywhere to form new political
associations. * * * * *

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH A. WRIGHT.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

[Translation. ]
. BERLIN, October 21, 1865.
In reply to the memorandum of the 4th of April last, the undersigned has the honor to in-
form Mr. Wright, envoy extracrdinary and minister plenipotentiary, that the former Prussian
subject, now citizen of the United States, Jacob Carl Breiger, who desires to return tem-
_ porarily to Prussia on account of family matters, was condemned to a month’s imprisonment
or a fine of fifty R. (fifty thalers) by the circuit court of the district of Newstadt, on the 10th
of February, 1558, for having left the country with the intention of avoiding the performance
of military service. In consideration of the peculiar circumstances of the case, the govern-
ment will permit the said Breiger a short stay in Prussia, upon the condition that he submits
to the judgment which was passed upon him, and he pays besides the costs. It'is in this
sense that the authorities have been instructed to act. )
The undersigned takes this oceasion to renew to Mr. Wright the assurances of his most
distinguished consideration. :
. The minister for foreign affairs, by authority, ‘
. . . THILE.
Mr. WRIGHT, &c., &c., &c. ) :

Mr. Wright to Mr. Seward.

No. 7] UniTED STATES LEGATION,
‘ Berlin, November 8, 1865.

Sir: I forward with this despatch the reply of Baron Thile, acting minister
of the Prussian government, to your despatch, No. 2, dated July 18, 1865,
which refers to the sending by the-authorities of Erfurt two condemned erimi-
nals from Prussia to the United States. The answer of the minister evades the
main question, by attempting to show it was the act of individual citizens, and
not of the Prussian authorities. | quote his language: ¢ This request, according
to existing laws, could not be refused, and, in consequence,-the authorities at-
Erfurt gave them permission to emigrate.” This is the very act of which we
complain. They were condemned criminals. They could not leave Prussia
without the consent of the legal authorities. This consent was given, and from
this reply of the minister of his Majesty’s government there is to be found no
condemnation of the act of the public authorities at Erfurt, but a distinet ap-
proval. If such is the existing' laws of Prussia, they should be repealed at
once. The answer of the minister, to use his own language, may present this
case in its true light, but I cannot believe it will be satisfactory to the govern-
ment of the United States. If so, this will form a precedent for sending to our
country the condemned criminals of other countries whenever philanthropic in-
dividuals can be found to raise the necessary means for the accomplishment of
this purpose. I do not believe the minister for foreign affairs, Baron von Bis-
marck, would have made such a reply. I shall know in a few days.

The views of the President in reference to the protection of our adopted citi-
zens, if expressed in his annual message, will do much good. No document

5pc**
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from our country is so generally published and read by the Germans as the
message of the President. In this way the German people can be made to un-
derstand our views on this subject. I do trust it will be alluded to in the forth-
coming message. .

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH A. WRIGHT.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD,
Secretary of State.

[Translation. }
. BERLIN, November 1, 1865,

‘The legation of the United States of America, in a note dated 19th of August last, ¢om-
plains that two condemned criminaly, George Simon Krumbholz and Ernst Frederick
Rédiger, from Wandersleben,; province of Erfurt, had been forwarded by a steamer to
America, under the conduct and costs of the local authorities. The undersigned has the
lionor to inform Mr. Wright, envoy extraerdinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United
States of America, in reply to this note, that, from the inguiries which have been made con-
cerning this affair, the complaint seems to rest upon erroneous suppositions. Krumbholz and
Rédiger, who are in truth condemned subjects, had expressed the desire to'seek in America
a new home, thinking a continued existence in ‘Wandersleben doubtful. Te put this plan
into execution, a manufacturér, Lilienthal, living in the vicinity, animated by philanthropic
sentiments, had given a considerable sum, and the citizens of Wandersleben had furnished
an equal amount for this purpose. = These two individuals ask new, in order to acceomplish
this purpose, their liberation as Prussian subjects. This request, according te existing laws,
could not be refused, and, in consequence, the authorities'of the province ot Exfurt gave them
permission to emigrate. Only, in order to see that the money given by Lilienthal and the
citizens of Wandersleben should be employed for the purpose proposed, a member of the
local authorities of Wandersleben accompanied the twe individuals as far as Bremerhafen.
This conduct was-not in the character of police; it took place enly in the peculiar and private
interest of Lilienthal and the citizens of Wandersleben, who, in a very generous manner,
had offered to these two emigrants the means of seeking a new existence.

In asking Mr. Wright to make this affair known to the government of the United States,
the undersigned has no doubt but that this explanation of the case will be sufficient to make
the affair appear in its true light. -

The undersigned takes this occasion to renew the assurance of his most distinguished con-
sideration. : -

The minister for foreign affairs, by authority,

THILE.
Mr. WricHT, &c., &e., &c. .

 Mr. Wright to Mr. Seward.

"No. 8.] . UNiTED STATES LEGATION,
. Berlin, November 15, 18685,
S1r: I have had an interesting conversation with Count Bismarck, minister
of foreign affairs. My opinion is, he will in a few days modify and change the
views as expressed in Baron Thile’s communieation, forwarded to you by my
" last despatch, in reference to the two sentenced criminals designed to be sent to
the United States by the authorities at Erfurt.

The minister’s attention was called to the case of Jaeob Carl Breiger. It

was evident he had no knowledge of this case, it being acted upon during his
absence. This brought up the whole subject of Prussian laws as eonnected
with military service, and the difficulties in the way of adjusting the same with
the United States. e said it would be almost impossible to change by legisla-
tion the Prussian laws, in view of the prejudice: among the German peasants,

. that, as all Prussians are subject to military duty, the returning adopted citizens-

would be exempt. After some conversation, during which the count, exhibited
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the most earnest desire to adjust the whole subject—admitting it was becoming
more formidable and complicated -every year;as the numbers returning from the
United States were increasing—he agreed with me that not one in fifty
liable under the Prussian laws were brought into the army, and, to use his own
language, «“ There was no- desire on the part of his Majesty’s government to
arrest any American citizen returning to his native land on business; but when
a case was presented to the government by the police authorities, giving the
name, place of birth, age, &c., the law was imperative, and the government
compelled to act.” He remarked, “The subject could only be adjusted by
some treaty arrangement with the United States; at least, in his opinion, this
would be the proper way to commence its adjustment, and, if it was successful,
no doubt the principles agreed upon would be carried out by the legislative
authorities of both countries.”

My anxiety was to hear his plan for the settlement of this vexed question in
detail. It was substantially this: « Exemption to all Prussian subjects return-
ing to their native land who had left before their seventeenth year, and ex-
emption also to all other persons who were not in the army or notified to enter
at the time of leaving, and who shall have been out of the country for ten years.”

Allusion was then made to the difficulty in arresting and bringing to trial
persons charged with criminal offences in either of the two countries under the
present extradition laws. While on this subject, he remarked the progress in
the commercial world since the date of our treaty, in 1828, showed the propriety
of some additional guards and restrictions of a summary character, whereby a
more prompt enforcement of the criminal laws may be had, and he hoped there
would be some modification of the extradition laws between the two countries.

" Ileft Count Bismarck with the understanding that he would commanicate with
Baron Geerolt on this subject, and the military authorities of his Majesty’s govern-
ment in Prussia. If they should concur in his views, he would then, through
this legation, communicate to the United States government his views upon the
propriety of making some changes in our present laws on the subject of sur-
rendering criminals; expecting the government of the United States, if receiving
the same favorably, would reply with an allusion to the military law of Prussia,
asking for some modification of the existing law by which the settlement of this
question might at least be entered upon, and which, he trusted, would result in
its satisfactory adjustment. I heard all; gave no assent to his proposals, but
remarked, I would communicate the same to the government of the United States,
believing they would be favorably received. I believe Count Bismarck is in
carnest and desires the settlement of this question. He promises to look into the
case of Mr. Breiger, and I am more confirmed in my opinion that if this subject
is referred to in the forthcoming message of the President, it will accelerate the
settlement of this question.

The Paris correspondent of the Czas, a Polish paper published at Cracow,
who derives his Mexican intelligence from the Polish generals and colonels in
the service of the emperor Maximilian, and whose trustworthiness has been
repeatedly tested by gentlemen in whom I place implicit confidence, states that
the French government have opened negotiations with the imperial government
of Mexico on the subject of the withdrawal of the French troops from Mexico
within one or two years. The emperor Maximilian {the correspondent adds)
is very unwilling to accede to the proposal, but the French Emperor insists
upon his ‘assent, giving him, however, to understand, if, at the time of the con-
templated witlidrawal of the troops, {hé state of things in America and Europe
- should render it proper for Frané¢ to leave her troops in Mexico, arrangements
will be so modified as to suit the then existing state of things. In the opinion
~ of the same writer, this arrangement will be perfected in time for Napoleon to
- announce this fact at the opening of the next French Chambers, and it is in-
tended to pacify the United States, on the one hand, leaving Napoléon, onthe other,
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full liberty for the future. A fow weeks will test the truth of this writer’s pre-
diction. I should say many of the diplomats at this court place full confidence
in his statements. .
I have the honor to be, most respeetfully, your obedient servant,
- JOSEPH A. WRIGHT.
Hon. WirLiam H. SEWARD, ,
Secretary of State.

Myr. Seward to Mr. Wright.

No. 13.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, November 30, 1865.

Bir: Your despatch of November 15, No. 8, has been reeeived. I shall be
glad to hear that the Prussian government has reconsidered the deeision which
was announced here by Baron Von Gerolt, in the ease of the convicts exported -
to the United States. Directions have been given in that case to refuse the
convicts a landing, and to cause them to be returned to Prussia. The expense,
if any, which may attend that proceeding, we think will be a fair ground of -
claim against the Prussian government. : _

You will read this despatch to Count Bismarck, and leave a copy with him if
he shall desireit. Itis the President’s wish that it may be understood as a
respectful protest against any fature proceedings by which the Prussian govern-
ment might direct or eonsent to the transportation of convieted criminals to the
United States.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Josrru A, WricHT, Esq., §¢., §c., Berlin.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Wright,

~No. 15.] DEPARTMENT oF STATE,
Washington, December 2, 1864.

Sk : Recurring to your despatch No. 8, which has already been acknowledged,
I have now the honor to give you the President’s views in regard to the pro-
ceedings in Prussia, by which natives of Prussia who have voluntarily exchanged
allegiance from that government for the rights and privileges of citizens of the
United States, and have been duly naturalized as such, are nevertheless arrested
and held liable to perform military serviee on oecasions of their transient visits
to their native country. The question involved in these proceedings is an old
one, and was a subject of elaborate discussion between the two countries before
the occurrence of our late civil war. Considerations of ease and policy prevailed
with this department to allow the subject to rest during the continuance of the
war. We beeame. even less anxious upon the subject when it was seen that
worthless naturalized citizens fled before the requirement of military service by
their adopted government here, and not only took refuge from such service in
their native land, but impertinently demanded that the United States should in-
terpose to procure their exemption from military service exacted here.. Those -
circumstances, however, have passed away, and the question presents itself in its
original form. The United States have accepted and established a government
upon the prineiple of the rights of men who have committed no crime to choose
the state in which they will live, and to incorporate themselves as members of
that state, and to enjoy henceforth its privileges and benefits, among which is
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included protection. This principle is recommended by sentiments of humanity
and abstract justice. Itisa principle which we cannotwaive. It is not believed
that the military service which ean be procured by any foreign state in denial
of this principle can be important or éven useful to that state. The President
desires that you will present the subject to the serious consideration of Count
Bismarck. In doing so, you will assure the minister for foreign affairs that we
are animated by sentiments of sincere friendship and good will to Prussia, and
that, therefore, we shall be ready to receive and consider with eandor any opinions
upon the subject that the Prussian government may think proper to communi-
eate.

You will also assure Count Bismarck that any suggestions that he may think
proper to make relative to the extradition laws of the two countries will receive
Jjust and friendly attention. :

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

JosePH A. WRIGHT, §¢,, §c., Berlin.
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BELGIUM.

Myr. Seward to Mr. Sanford.

No. 150.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, October 15, 1864.

Sir: T eall your attention to the enclosed copy of a despatch from Mr. M.
A. Jackson, United ‘States eonsul at Halifax, and of an extract from a late
Charleston paper by which it was accompanied, in regard to the proposed bnild-
ing in England of a number of fast sailing steamers for the purpose of running
the blockade of Wilmington with troops from Poland to the number of thirty
thousand. ‘ :

You will exercise your usual vigilanee towards thwarting the scheme referred
to.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

HENRY S. SANFORD, §v., &c., Brussels.

(For enclosures see despatch No. 1130 to Mr. Adams, Diplomatic Corres-
pondence 1864, Part 2.)

Mr. Seward to Mr. Sanford.

No. 155.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, . _
Washington, December 21, 1864.

Sir: Your despatch of November 25, No. 229, has been received, and I
thank you very sincerely for the full account it gives of newspaper opinion in
Turope concerning the probable influence of the recent presidential eleetion. I
regret with you that Kurope does not see American facts more clearly, and
reason upon them more wisely. I can well believe that a newspaper in Kurope
which should speak in the name and with the authority of the government
would in many respects be useful. But, on the other band, I remain of the

" opinion I have heretofore expressed to you, that there is no need that the United
States should compromise their just dignity by employing other than the cus-
tomary diplomatic defenders in any part of the world. The rebels naturally sub-
sidize presses in Europe, for they seek favor and aid there. We stand or fall
not by means of foreign love or hate, but exclusively by reason of our own
physical and moral strength. We wish only good to all Europe. We get in
return for this benevolence mingled love and hate. This results from the na-
ture of our institutions, and our unusually elevated aspirations. Let us be con-
tent with this situation. We shall thus get through our troubles all the sooner,
and be all the safer when they are passed.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

HENRY S. SANFORD, Esq., &§c., §c., Brussels.
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Mr. Sanford to Mr. Sewards

No. 234.] LecATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, December 29, 1864.

Sir: The message of the President has been widely republished here, and
has confirmed and deepened the profound impression produced by the elections.
Its compactness has also contributed to assure’it a more general cireulation than
has been usually given to such documents. '

Its unyielding position with regard to slavery has destroyed effeciually the
only remaining argument of our enemies, which had much influence on the pop-
- ular mind abroad—that slavery had nothing to do with the war, and would be
protected even if the south would not yield. .

_The impression on all sides, so far as I can observe, is, that the rebellion is
approaching its end, and that the cause of the Union must triumph.

It would have been of great utility if there had been sent abroad, at the same
time with the message, copies of the departmental reports. They excite a good
deal of interest, are mueh sought after, and could have been very effectually em-
ployed among public men and the organs of public opinion before they came
emasculated in substance and spirit, through the medium of a hostile press.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

’ H. S. SANFORD.

Hon. WiLniam H. SEWARD, '
Secretary of State, &c, &c., §e.

Mr. Seward to Blr. Sanford.

No. 158.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 16, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch of the 29th of December has been received.

We learn with pleasure that on the continent the President’s message is gen-
erally accepted as proving the confidence of the people of the United States in
%wir ability to overcome the 1esistance of slavery, and to preserve their national

nion. .

The military and political incidents which have occurred since the message
was transmitted to Congress tend to confirm the favorable impression which has
thus been made.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Henry S. SANFORD, &c., &c., Brussels.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Sanford.

No. 159.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 20, 1865

Sir: I have received a despatch from Mr. Crawford, United States consul at
Antwerp, communicating a congratulatory address to the President from the
“ Free Speech Society,” on the occasion of his late re-election. The interesting
paper has been submitted to the President, who desires that you will make an
acknowledgment of its receipt. In doing se you will state that so far as the
sentiments expressed by the society are personal, they are accepted by the
President with a sincere and anxious desire that he may be able to prove him-
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self not unworthy of the confidence which has been recently extended to him
by his fellow-citizens, and by so many of the friends of humanity and progress
throughout the world.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, :
. WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Henry S. 8axvorv, Esq., &c., §c., Brussels.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

‘No. 236.] . LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
: k . Brussels, Februavy 1, 1865.

Sik : M. de Balan delivered his letter of credence to the King as envoy ex-
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of Prussia near this court, on the 25th
ultimo ; Prince de Reuss, who had been previously designated for this post,
havmg been appointed to Munich.

I have had the honor to receive in due course your despatches Nos. 154 to.

158 inclusive.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
H. S. SANFORD..

P. S.—Another detachment of the Belgo-Mexican Legion, and, I believe, the
last, numbering about two hundred men, sailed for Vera Cruz, via Saint Nazaire,
on the 14th ultimo.

H.8S. 8.
Hon WILLIAM H. SEwarb,
Lecretary of State, &c., §c., &c.
Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.
No. 2317.] _ LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,

Brussels, February 2, 1865.

- Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, from the Moniteur, tabular state-
ments prepared at the department of finance, showing the movement of trade
and commerce of Belgium with foreign countries for the year 1864.

By reference to these it will be seen that the augmentation of imports and
exports over the year 1863 is ten per cent. and nine per cent. respectively.

The importations of wool, linen, hides, and woollen fabrics have been in round
numbers to the amount of four and a half, three, one, and one million of dol-
lars, respectively, over the importation of 1863. The imports of grain, salt
meats, &ec., ande cotton have diminished respectively by three, one and a
quarter, and half a million dollars.

The augmentation of exports are. on manufactures of linen, woollen, and iron,
and on coal ; and the diminutions fall principally on refined sugars, butter, and
fire-arms.

Petroleum “has become the most important article among our exports to
Belgium; the importation from all countries the past year, according to these
tables, amounts to about six millions of dollars, of which it is fair to presume
that over five-sixths is of American origin. L learn from another source that
the importations from the United States of this article at Antwerp the past
year are about nine millions of gallons. :
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These tables give evidence of the <teady growth in wealth and prosperity of
this country.
I have the honor to be, Wlth great respect, your most obedient servant,
H. S. SANFORD.
Hon., WiLriam H. SEwaARD,
Secretary of State, &c., &c., é}c

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 239.] * LecarioN or THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, February 6, 1865.

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith, from the Moniteur, the reports
of an interesting debate in the House of Representatives upon the war budget.
The general discussion of that appropriation bill, commencing on the 19th ulti-
mo, closed on the 28th, the debate up to the vote on the 1st being confined
thereafier to the articles in detail. )

Free expression was given therein to the different shades of opposition to
the military system of Belgium, whether in favor of abrogation of a standing
army altogether or of its reduction; and on the other hand, in defence of this
system, which, upon a nominal army of 100,000 men, keeps up a peace estab-
lishment, in round numbers, of 40,000 men under arms, and with a war budget
of seven million dollars.

Instead of an analysis of the debate, which would exceed the limits usually
given to a despatch, I would refer you to the speeches of Mr. Hardy de Beau-
lino and of Mr. Coomans, the one opposed to standing armies, the other opposed
to the present system; and on the other side, to that of the minister of war, .
General Chazal, and of Mr. Vanoverloop. The very able speeches of the min-
ister of war, while showing a much more profound knowledge of military
affairs in Belgium than in the United States, are an interesting exposé and
defence of the military system in this country.

The bill was passed on the 1st by 64 to 27 votes and 9 abstentions, 10 of the
liberal members voting against it. .

I refer particularly to this debate as bemg probably a point of departure of
a systematic opposition to the large military establishment of this country,
and as likely to have an important bearing, unless political events come in
meanwhile, to change the growing popular feeling on this subject on the next
general election.

I have the honor, to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
H. S. SANFORD.
Hon. WiLLiam H, SEWARD, :

Secretary of State, §c., §c., §c.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 241;J , LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
 Brussels, February 20, 1865.

Ste : T have had the honor to receive your despatch No. 159, and, in accord-
ance with its instructions, have addressed a letter to the Free Speech Society,
in reply to its congratulatory letter to the Ples1dent upon his re-election, of
which I enclose a copy herewith.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

H. 8. SANFORD.

Hon. WirLuiam H. SEwARD,

Secretary of State, &c., &c., &c.
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
‘ Brussels, February 15, 1865. -
GENTLEMEN : Your congratulatory address of the 26th November to the President on the

occasion of his late re-election, andforwarded through the United States consul at Antwerp,
has been submitted to him.

I am desired by the President to acknowledge its receipt, and to say to you that, in so
far as the sentiments expressed by the society are personal, they are accepted by him with
a sincere and anxious desire that he may be able to prove himself not unworthy of the.
confidence which has recently been extended to him by his fellow-citizens and by so many
of the friends of humanity and progress throughout the world.

I have the honor to ‘be,'L gentlemen, your obedient servant,

. H. S. SANFORD.
To the MEMBERS OF THE FREE WORD S0CIETY, Antwerp. i

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.
[Extract.]

No. 246.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, March 13, 1865.

Sir: T had the honor to enclose to you in my despateh No. 214 the report
of the debate in the House of Representatives on recruiting in this country
for the Belgo-Mexican legion, and the result, viz., a vote on Mr. Bara’s motion
that *the House, in view of the formal declaration that the government has re-
mained, and will continue to remain, completely aloof (étranger) from the for-
mation of a corps destined to serve in Mexico, passes to the order of the day.”

On the 24th ultimo the debate was again opened upon the subjeet, which is
‘a thorn in the side of the government that the extremes of both parties
appear to delight in vexing, upon the report of the committee to whom were
referred two petitions touching the legality of these “enlistments ; one of the
petitions is by Mr. Vandenkerkhove, a lawyer here, being a pamphlet of consid-
erable volume, invoking on this subject the action of the laws, and more espe-
cially the 924 article of the penal code, against recruiting in Belgium for foreign
service.

Five of the ministers of the government took part in the discussion, which
was quite animated, and which served to bring forward the fact of the personal
sympathies in this enterprise of several of them, including the minister of
foreign affairs, while at the same time all insisted that the government had not,
as such, taken any part in it. A request was made of the minister of war for
the documents bearing upon the formation of this legion; and these appear in
the Moniteur of yesterday.

After a day’s discussion, the report of the committee, referring the petition to
the minister of justice and of the interior, was adopted.

* * * * * * * * *

The first, under date of the 25th of July, is a circular, signed in behalf of
the minister, addressed to the generals commanding territorial divisions or
army corps, “to give, without delay,to Lieutenant General Chapelie, pensionné,
all the facilities which he may ask for the accomplishment of the mission with
which he is charged.”

The second, under date of 3d September, (the day after the vote before men-
tioned,) is a circular to the same authorities, as follows : “ The intervention of
the government, in accordance with the desire expressed by the House of Rep-
resentatives, being to remain aloof from the said organization of a Mexican
corps, I have to recall to you that you can execute no act which can engage the
responsibility of the government.” . ’

These are accompanied by the royal decrees of 8th October and 19th No-
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vember, 1864, and 10th February, 1865, authorizing officers and soldiers “to
serve temporarily in the armies of:his Majesty. the Emperor of Mexico,” and
continue to them their Belgian nationality.

According to the minister’s statement in the House, 875 authorizations were
given to officers and soldiers to enlist ; and according to statements made in the
course of the debate, it would seem that the whole number recruited in the
Belgo-Mexican legion was from 1,200 to 1,500. -

There have been difficulties, before referred to, growing out of the want of
means and dissatisfaction of the soldiers, which have prevented the raising the
2,060 originally contemplated, and complaints of the soldiers from Mexico, and
their parents here, which are now beginning to be heard, will probably make
this a sore subject for some time to come.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
' ' H. 8. SANFORD.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, :

Secretary of State, &c., §c., &c. :

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 247.] LecaTiON oF THE UNITED STATES,
' Brussels, March 14, 1865.
Sik : T have the honor to enclose herewith, from the Moniteur, the text for a
convention ratified by this government on the 14th November last, entered into
by Belgium, Baden, Denmark, Spain, France, Hesse, [taly, the Netherlands,
Portugal, Prussia, Switzerland, and Wurtemberg, for ameliorating the condition
of soldiers wounded in armies.in campaign, and by which military ambulances
and hospitals are, together with their attendants, recognized as neutrals.
The various provisions for mitigating, so far as is consistent with the-rules of
warfare, its rigors, will be read with interest. \
This convention, signed at Berne the 22d of August last, only appeared in
the Moniteur of Sth January, and was at the time mislaid, or it would have
been forwarded to you more promptly. ’
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
H. S. SANFORD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, '

Secretary of State, §c., §c., §e.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 248.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
i o Brussels, March 16, 1865.

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your despatch (unnumbered,) under date
of 7th of February, relative to the peace conference near Fortress Monroe.

This degpatch has since been published in the public press from documents
communicated to Congress, has had wide circulation, and attracted much atten-
tion. ' , :

So far as my observation extends, it seems to have madea most favorable
impression, and to have come very opportunely in aid to counteract a wide-
spread apprehension of ulterior foreign aggression on our part.

The earnest endeavors of the agents of the insurgents abroad to convey the
belief that the extrinsic policy referred to therein did not originate with or was
favored by them, seem to have failed. People are beginning to remember that
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the aggressive spirit and language on our side, which so frequently excited ap-
prehension abroad before the rebellion, almost invariably emanated from
southern influences, and that the moderation displayed by our government,
amid the trials which have beset it for the past four years, are indications that
our future course will continue to be equally just and conservative.

« There exists still, however, a very general but diminishing feeling of distrust
touching our foreign policy after the peace which all now anticipate. It is as-
sumed that our great armies cannot safely be disbanded, and will require em-
i)lloyment, which popular sentiment will favor in the direction of Canada or
- Mexico.

My reply to the expression of these apprehensions is, that if our past course
towards foreign states is no guarantee to them for the future, our interests are
also opposed to other wars than in defence of our nationality; that we have
now all the territory that we can well govern, and the sentiment of the country
is opposed to further acquisitions ; and that our practical people, having learned
now that war means debt, taxation, draft, and deranged trade and finances,
will not be able to favor any “extrinsic policy” likely to renew such costly ex-
Pperience. o

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

i H. S. SANFORD.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, §c., &c., §ec.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 250.] LegaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES’,
Brussels, March 20, 1865. °

Stk : Important modifications have been lately made, and are likely hereafter
to be introduced, in various of our departments of administration ; and these, as
time and experience shall test them, will, doubtless, require further changes and
adaptations. :

It has occurred to me that much useful information in aid thereof might be
procured abroad expeditiously and without expense to the government through
its public agents in Europe; especially in matters connected with the depart-
ment of our finances, where a new revenue system has been introduced, and
where a knowledge of the machinery and workings of similar branches of ad-
ministration in Europe would be likely to be valuable. Their system of collec-
tion of internal revenue, and of accountability of collectors and receivers in par-
ticular, perfected by the experience of centuries of taxation, could not but be a
profitable study to us. ‘

It would afford me real pleasure to furnish any facts on these subjects likely
to be useful at home; and I would suggest that the best method to procure
them would be by a series of questions on specific points where information is
. needed. .

I have at different times, looking forward to our future requirements in this
field, made reports upon the systems and workings of different branches of ad-
ministration abroad. In Ex. Doc. 68, 33d Congress, in the same volume with
my report upon the Penal Code of Europe, is an extended paper of mine upon
the administrative changes introduced in France by the republic and the
empire. My despatches Nos. 68 and 177 (the former published in Diplomatic
Correspondence of 1862) accompanied, respectively, reports upon -the revenue
system of this country, and the recruiting systems of this and other countries.
1 have also prepared for a congressional committee a paper upon the legislation
of European states touching bankruptey, and for another a paper upon the mili-
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tary schools of this country, and this experience has convinced me that much
of the labor in preparing such documents might be saved if attention could be
directed to the precise points upon which information is most needed. Hence
the suggestion which I have taken the liberty to make to you.

We have now nearly passed the phase of war, and of solicitude touching the
action or opinion of Europe with respect to it and its consequent labors, and we
are about entering upon the important one of reorganization and consolidation ;
and it seems to me that our agents abroad could materially aid in laying and
strengthening the bases of the modified administrative system which the wants
and changes of the past four years have rendered necessary.

If T can be of assistance in that work, the department has but to command
my services.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
: H. 8. SANFORD.

.

Hon. WirLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, §c., §c., §e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Sanford.

No. 165.] " DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
‘ Washington, March 25, 1865.

Sir: I enclose for your information a copy of a late instruction addressed to
Mr. Bigelow, and also to Messrs. Adams, Perry and Wood, relative to the
pirate Stonewall, otherwise Olinde or Stoerkodder. :

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Henry 8. Sanvorpd, Esq., §¢., §c., Brussels.
(For enclosure see despatch No. 1302 to Mr. Adams.)

Myr. Seward to Mr. Sanford.

No. 166.] : DEPARTMENT OF STATE, . -
Washington, April 4, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch of the 16th of March, No. 248, has been received.

The politicians in Europe who anticipate aggressive wars by the United
States as a consequence of theexpected return of our domestic peace, reason
rather from European than American principles. We must insist on the free-
dom of the seas for our commerce and the safety of our borders against exter-
nal violence. These rights will doubtless be yielded to us, although not with-
out regret and possible reluctance. Beyond that there are no questions which
may not be safely and wisely left to the province of diplomacy. ,

I am, sir, your obedient servant, :
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Henry S. SANFORD, §v., §c., Brussels.

Myr. F. W. Seward to Mr. Sanford.

No. 167.] : DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, April 8, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch of the 20th of March, No. 250, has just been received.
The subject to which it relatesis an important one, and the suggestions you have
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offered are valuable. Ihave submitted the despateh for perusal to the Secretary
of the Treasury.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
F. W. SEWARD,
Acting Secretary.
HeNRY 8. SaNFoRD, Esq., &c., &c., Brussels.

M. Sanjford to Mr. Seward.

No. 252.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, April 12, 1865.

Sir: I transmit herewith from the Moniteur the report of anotler debate
which took place in the House on the 4th and 5th instant, upon interpellations,
by M. Delaet, a member of the opposition from Antwerp, touching the organi-
zation of the Belgo-Mexican corps of volunteers for the service of Mexico.

No new facts of special moment were elicited during a discussion marked by
considerable bitterness and violence of language.

The following motion proposed by M. Coomans, of the opposition—«=The
House, regretting that the government has not remained completely aloof from
the Belgo-Mexican expedition, passes to the order of the day”—was rejected by
27 'to 44 votes. The motion of M. Bara, that “the House, in view of the ex-
planations given by the government, persists in its decision of the 2d September,
and passes to the order of the day,” was adopted; the portion of the liberal
party opposed to the Mexican expedition being evidently unwilling to aid the
opposition in weakening or overthrowing the ministry.

The most notable event in connexion with this debate is that it appears to
have led to a duel between M. Delact and the minister of war, in which the lat-
ter was slightly wounded. :

T have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

H. 8. SANFORD.
Hon WiLLiam H. SEwWARD, ‘

Secretary of State, §e., §c., §e.

Mr. Sanford to M. Seward.

No. 254.| . ’ LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, April 24, 1865.

Sir: I telegraphed you on the 23d instant, via Queenstown, as follows :

‘ Moniteur announces an indisposition, not without gravity, of the King.”

Yesterday’s bulletin at the palace states: “The King contracted in England
a severe bronchitis; great prostration has followed; condition this morning more
satisfactory.” ; :

This morning’s bulletin announces *less prostration of strength, but the
cough was more frequent during the night.” . ;

The bulletins since have stated that his condition has ameliorated, but he has
been in a very ecritical state, and cannot yet be considered out of danger. His
natural robust health has carried him through an attack which would have
proved fatal to most men. -

I believe it is expected that the Duke de Brabant will reach Suez this week
on his return from China. i

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

H. 8. SANFORD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD,

Secretary of State, §c. &c., &¢.
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Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 255.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, April 24, 1865.

Sir: The news of the capture of Richmond and rout of Lee i3 generally
received here as a certain indication of the collapse of the rebellion.

A deputation consisting of the chairman, M. Picard, officers and other parti-
cipants of a public meeting of Belgians held in this city, preceded by music
and the flags of the United States and Belgium and followed by a large procession
with torchlights, came to this legation on the evening of the 22d to present an
address of congratulation upon this event.

I enclose a copy of the address, and also of my reply (A) and rough transla-
tions of ‘each, (B and O.)

In response to the serenade which followed, and the enthusiastic cheers
of the immense crowd which had accompanied the deputation, I appeared at the
balcony and thanked them for their congratulations. Although what I said
would appear too insignificant to bear repetition, I annex D, in accordance with
general instructions—verbatim in translation—the few words I said to the as-
sembled multitude.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
H. 8. SANFORD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwWARD,

Secretary of State, &c. &c., &(‘

B.

Sir: Deputed by a large number of our fellow-citizens assembled in public meeting, we
come to congratulate you upon the brilliant triumphs gained by the people of the United
Sl:a,tes, and to evince at the same time the lively sympathies which we ever entertain for
them.

We are happy and proud to be near you, sir, who represent here the great American re-«
public, the organ of this manifestation. )

During the days of trial which the Union has traversed we have not ceased to pray for its
triumph.  To-day, when that noble cause is victorious, permit us to associate ourselves
with the joy of the people of the United States, and to salute them as brothers.

The capital of the rebels is taken; the star-spangled banmner floats over the walls of
Richmond. It may be asserted henceforth that the revolt is conquered, and that the Union
will subsist in its integrity.

These facts represent more than material victories, and therefore we could not remain in-
different to them.

When a country enjoys, as yours does, every liberty; when every part of its territory,
when every individual, has its share in the national sovereignty, resistance to the laws of
the majority is an attack upon right; armed rebellion becomes a crime.

The revolt of the south against the north was unjustifiable. .It could not be that right,
desperately struggling with blind interests, was to issue mutilated from this great combat.

‘War, often an iniquitous scourge, has been elevated with you to a mission of justice and
of humanity. It was, in fact, the arm, the mailed arm, of civilization.

The blood: which has been shed will not flow in vain. The dead have freed the living.
Two hundred and fifty thousand men of the north have perished, but, in falling, they have
given liberty, and admitted to the common law, four millions of slaves, and with them a
whole race up to this day oppressed and despised. :
~ Doubly fruitful sacrifice! It suppressed slavery at the same time that it strengthened the

American Union. .

The whole people of the United States will again enter upon the tranquil current of works
of peace, and give us the blessed example of the complete development of its liberties.

The whole world has been deeply moved by your successes, for it feels that beyond the
seas you are & harbor to it.

It knows that the United States represent the aurora of a new policy, which is caused to
replace everywhere the ancient law. It knows that, after having repudiated governments
based upon force or divine rights, you have, since a long timce, proclaimed the principle of
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the autonomy of every nation. It knows that with you every man is really a citizen in the
true acceptation and grandeur .of that word, and in the whole reality also it knows that
with you all the powers emanate from the nation. These principles are not only inscribed
in your Constitution—the practice of each day reaffirms them.

You have the veritable sentiments of democracy, and this sentiment has cansed American
society to tend constantly towards the most perfect realization of self-government, that
political ideal of society. Hence, what marvellous results have everywhere been obtained
by you! Human invention, extending each day its limits; your system of railroads and
telegraphs, vaster than that of all Europe, carrying the conquest of civilization from the
shores of the Pacific to those of the Atlantic; popular instruction, that vivifying well-
spring, penetrating from strata to strata, till it reaches the home of the poorest citizen, and
from prairie to prairie across your immense territories to the most distant hamlets ; the par-
ticipation in public affairs of all the citizens formed in the double school of & vigilant press,
which spreads abroad everywhere the opening idea, and of immense popular assemblies,
where come, and whence issue in every direction, the great currents of opinion; the con-
stant accord of the administration with the nation it represents, and of which it is proud to
be the simple organ; finally, even in the midst of the severest trials, this admirable spec-
tacle of order always maintained in the midst of agitation, and of liberty ever respected.

Such noble efforts, such noble conquests, will bear their fruits for humanity.

Your entire continent will be gradually drawn into the current of your expansive civili-
zation. :

These teachings which Young America gives us will not be lost on Old Europe.

You have thus paved the way for universal brotherhood. You have strengthened tke
Union at home ; we count upon you to cement the union of peoples.

c.

GENTLEMEN ; I thank you for this manifestation of your sympathies for the American
Union and for your congratulatory address to the people of the gnited States by your fellow-
citizens without party distinction, on the occasion of the victories which assure the end of
the slaveholders’ rebellion.

It is natural that the friends of civilization, humanity, and progress everywhere, should
celebrate an event of such great influence upon the world’s affairs. The triumph of this formid-
able‘but now expiring rebellion would have been a retrograde of civilization and a perpetual me-
nace for public peace. It was, indeed, devised by a class for its own selfish and criminal pur-
poses, not only to overthrow the republic but to make itself, while destroying universal suffrage,
an oligarchy of slaveholders and fillibusters, and it believed with the monopoly of cotton to be able
to dictate laws tothe universe. And our victories are not alone the defeat of a class of slavehold -
ers; they complete emancipation, strengthen the Union, elevate the nation, abase our enemies,

. and consolidate American liberty. The rebel chiefs will seek to escape by flight from the ven-
geance of their fellow-citizens whom they have destroyed, as much as from the penalties of the
Taws they have violated; and the world will see how a great people, which to crush the rebel-
lion and to defend its cherished institutions has made unheard-of sacrifices, will be generous
and magnanimous towards its erring brethren. Those who think that the Union will not
come out intact from this last great trial, deceive themselves; there will be, it is true, a
change in the Constitution’; the stain of slavery will disappear from its pages; but with that
respect for legality which is one of the most striking characteristics of our people, and which
they have constantly maintained during this crisis of civil war, it will be done legally and
in accordance with the provisions of that venerated charter. ) .

‘We shall soon enter, 1 hope, upon an era of peace. Certainly it will not be the people of the
United States which will desire to see it disturbed; they comprehend, and hope that others
will comprehend, that every State has the right to, discuss, vote, and, if need be, to fight out
its own internal questions, without interference on its part against others, or on the part of
others against it. )

I thank you again, gentlemen, and I pray you to thank, in my name, those you represent,
for their sentiments towards the people of the United States- and their sympathies for our
cause, which you have expressed to me; they cannot but tighten the bonds of {riendship and
of brotherhood which so visibly draw together the two peoples. TS

D.

My voice cannot command this vast crowd ; but, although I have just thanked your dep-
utation, I cannot omit to thank you personally for this imposing manifestation of your sym-
pathies for the cause of the American Union, and your congratulations upon the defeat of the
slaveholders’ rebellion.

I am happy to salute the flag of Belgium which I see here by the side of that of my coun-
try. Again I thank you.
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Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 257.] " 'LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
. : : Brussels, April 28, 1865.

Sir : The tragic tidings from Washington of the assassination of the President,
and murderous assault upon the Secretary of State, has caused a deep impres-
sion here of horror and indignation at the cowardice and eruelty of the confed-
erate plotters.  Following so rapidly upon the excitement created by our late
victories, and the public demonstrations on account of them, the announcement
has aroused unusual agitation in this eity, and through the country.

The King, from his sick bed, sent to me one of his aides-de-camp, Major Gen-
eral Boarman, to express in his name his deep feeling: at this tragic event, and
for the great loss we have sustained. The minister of foreign affairs and the
other members of the cabinet, the president of the House of Representatives,
the high dignitaries of the court, most of the foreign legations, and a very
large number of persons of every rank and station, have come personally to offer
their condolence, and to express their horror at this crowning atrocity of the re-
bellion.

M. Rogier informed me he had sent a despatch to the Belgian chargé d’af-
faires at Washington to offer directly to the government the expression of their
sympathy at the sad event. Immediately on receipt of Mr. Adams’s telegram I
addressed a circular to our consuls, of which I annex a copy. ‘

The shock caused by this news is too great to permit me to appreciate calmly
its influence on public sentiment touching our affairs abroad. 1t cannot fail, T
think, to cause a far-reaching reaction in the sympathies heretofore entertained
by the so-called “ better classes” in Europe for the rebels and their cause, and
to stimulate, on the other hand, a more friendly feeling toward us and the cause
of the Union,

The fact that the confederate loan at the London exchange yesterday rose 3
per cent. upon the news is a significant indication of the effect which the insti-
gators of this dreadful crime imagined it would have upon their cause.

The calm transition of the executive power to other hands at Washington,
contrasted with what would be likely to occur on a similar occasion in most -
European states, cannot but help to strengthen the conviction already becoming
general by the influence of the success which has crowned this trial under the
strain of the rebellion of the power, fitness, and durability of our system of gov-
ernment.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

: e H. S. SANFORD.

Hon. Wirniam H. SEwWARD,

Secretary of State.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, April 26, 1865.

SIR: Another dreadful erime has signalized the slaveholders’ rebellion. Aftef having been
marked by barbarities which could only emanate from the influence of a barbarous cause, -
its overthrow has culminated in a crowning atrocity ; the President, whose assassination was.
attempted through the same influences at the outset, has been murdered ; a merciful God
has weakened the arm of the assassin, who sought to murder, in his sick bed, the Secretary
of State, and add another affliction to the country, another foul crime against society.

Elevated by his own worth from the humblest sphere to a position of power and re-
sponsibility unequalled in the world, Abraham Lincoln has given to mankind a rare example
of unselfish patriotism, integrity, and singleness of purpose, in working for the country’s
good and carrying out the behests of the people. The denomination of **honest,”” which
popular sentiment had affixed to his name, will pass to history, as his well-earned distinction
Klith that of patriot and martyr. What a bright example he leaves for those who follow after

im ! .
6DCc**
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Providence spared him to see the virtual accomplishment of the great work to which he
had been called; the rebellion and slavery, its cause, are at an end; and the Union is not
alone preserved, but has gathered new strength and vitality as a nation. Thank God,
its safety or peril can depend on the life of no one man; its government is but an emanation
of the popular will, and the passing away of the elect of the people at another time than
the limit of his presidential term can cause no perturbation in the state. The people re-
thain, and their will is continued by his successors.

- Called upon to mourn the death of a great and good man, and the loss of an eminent
Chief Magistrate, I have to request you to display your flag on the day, and for the three fol-
lowing days, after the receipt of this communication, at half-mast ; also, that you will cause
{lheifmasters of the American shipping in your port to hoist their flags for the same period at

alt-mast. )

I haye further to request that you wear the usual band of mourning for thirty days.
Respectfully, yours,

. H. 8. SANFORD.
To UNITED STATES CONSUL at Antwerp, Brussels, Ghent, Liege.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 258.] . LEeeaTiON oF THE UNITED STATES,

Brussels, April 28, 1865.
- Sir: The bulletin of the King’s health issued at the palace to-day is the
same as that of yesterday, and is as follows: “The night has been more tranquil.
The general condition of the King is more satisfactory.”

I do not consider he is yet out of danger. He has been much debilitated and
prostrated, mentally as well physically, from want of food and sleep, and these
tell additionally upon his advanced age. His physicians, I understand, finally
induced him, not without difficulty, to partake of some nourishment on the da
before yesterday, and sleep followed, and he has since improved, but not with-
out one relapse of the suffocating attack which caused so much alarm a few
days since. One lung seems to be seriously affected. There is a good deal of
apprehension touching the result still entertained, but he is in a much less criti-
cal condition than he has been. :

The Duke de Brabant, if he connects with the various steamers from India,
will arrive here about the 8th proximo.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

H. S. SANFORD.
* Hon. WirLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, §c., &c., &c.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward,

No. 261.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
' Brussels, April 30, 1865.

Sir: His royal highness the Count de Flanders sent to me yesterday one
of his officews of “ordnance ” to express in his name his condolence on the untimely
death of the President. I also received in the afternoon a private note from M.
Rogier, expressive of his sentiments, of which, as he refers to it in public debate,
I venture to enclose a copy, A. I replied to it by a few lines of thanks.

In the House of Representatives, this afternoon, M. Hardy de Beaulieu, a
member of the extreme left, moved, in accordance with previous notice, for an
expression of feeling at the late tragic event at Washington. He was followed
and warmly seconded by the late Canon de Hearne, of the “ conservative party,
who is the author of a widely disseminated pamphlet on our war, and is an
ardent friend of the cause of the Union, and by M. Rogier, who announced that
he adopted on the part of the government the views just expressed, and that he
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hoped the House would join in the expression of his desire for the recovery of
the eminent statesman, Mr. Seward, to whose existence was attached, in so great
a degree, the definitive pacification of the country for too long a time desolated
by war; and, after rendering homage to the moderation which he had dis-
played, the minister expressed the hope « that they might one day rejoice over
the restoration of his health, at the same time with the re-establishment of peace
between the fractions of a great people whom they admired, and who had
always had their sympathies, and which he hoped would take again in the world
the great part which is assigned to it.”” All which, interrupted by frequent
marks of approval by the members, was declared by the president to be the
unanimous sentiment of the House.

I enclose the report of the same from the Moniteur, (B.)

I wrote to thank M. Hardy de Beaulieau and the Canon de Hearne for ini-
tiating this expression of opinion by the House, and transmit (C) copies of my
letters to them.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

. H. 8. SANFORD.

Hon. WiLLiaM H. SEwWARD, :

Secretary of State, §c., §c., §c.

A.

| Translation. ]

MY DEAR MINISTER: While I transmit to Washington the expression of the sentiments
of the government of the King, on account of the horrid erime perpetrated upon your vener-
able President, I must inform you of our astonishment at the sad news that has resounded
through the entire country, and beg you to be the medium of our sentiments to your govern-
ment.

I also take the liberty of asking you to have the kindness to be my interpreter with the
family of Mr. Seward, for whom I have always professed a particular regard. The news
given by the papers leave some hope for the recovery of the eminent statesman; and it is my
dearest wish that he may be restored to perfect health, and give peace to a country so long
desolated by the calamities of a war greatly to be deplored by all friends of liberty.

Accept, my dear minister, the new assurance of my very high and affectionate consideration.

’ CH. ROGIER, Minister of Foreign Affairs.

BrusseLs, April 29, 1865. .

B.

[ Translation. ]

Motion in order.

Mr. LE HARDY DE BEAULIEU. Gentlemen: You were all horrified three days ago on
hearing of the assassination of the President of the United States. You all felt that it was
not only the chief of a free nation that was struck down, but at the same time it was law,
the safeguard of all, and I may say civilization itself; for there is no longer any personal
security when political passion substitutes brutal action for the protective power of law. I
have thought it becoming, gentlemen, for us not to let this occasion pass without the ex-
pression of our painful sentiments.

I will not give you the history of the eminent man who is no more: he sprung from the
humblest ranks of society, and elevated himself by labor and industry, when the American
nation, with that acumen that rarely fails an intelligent people in important emergencies,
chose him as a guide to direct it through a dangerous situation, where a formidable insurrec-
tion had placed it.

You all know, gentlemen, what difficulties Mr. Lincoln had to overcome.

- Confronted by a portion of the nation that rebelled against the laws they themselves had
made, he did not falter once in his patriotic duty. In the most perilous circumstances, in
face of all kinds of dangers, external and internal, he was always calm, and, I may even
say, benevolent to his bitterest enemies.

After gigantic efforts, after a struggle of four years, Mr. Lincoln at last reached the close
of that most bloody contest on American soil, and the greatest troubles of his life seemed over.
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He had already expressed the sentiments of conciliation that animated him—it was in his
last message, his political testament—when the assassin’s bullet struck him in the back of
the head, and laid him low.

I cannot foretell the consequences of that crime, so horrid that no terms are strong enough
to condemn it; all I can say is, that the parliament of a free nation like Belgium would fail
in its duties of international confraternity, if it did not express its feelings of horror and regret
at a crime that has robbed a great and generous nation of its eminent Chief Magistrate.

In expressing these sentiments, we confirm the unanimous wishes that the deplorable loss
may not deprive the American nation of that calmness which is necessary to finish the great
work of conciliation and pacification which Mr. Lincoln had so nobly begun. I am done.

Mr. pE HEARNE. T agree with my honorable colleague in the sentiments he has expressed,
and I am persuaded that the feeling of horror produced by this sad news from America is felt
not only in this house, but in every quarter of the globe. ~Yes, gentlemen, we feel the greatest
indignation at this political crime that has plunged a great people in the deepest mourning,
but has not discouraged it, we must hope; for the great President, who was the victim of
the barbarous and cowardly act, has set an example which his successors should follow for
the good of the nation they represent and the enlightenment of a free people.

The dreadful catastrophe that has thrown America into the greatest consternation and has
appalied the world contains a great lesson for the people, particularly when contrasted with
the victories that had rejoiced the American Union only a few days before. -

On Palm Sunday the news of General Lee's capitulation was announced in most of the
cities of the United States—on that day consecrated to the Prince of Peace, as an American

aper expresses it—and on Good Friday Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Seward were attacked by bar-
ﬁarous assassins. And this recalls a profound remark of the august and holy pontiff Pius IX,
who, speaking of the many vicissitudes of his reign, said: ‘“Truly, Good Friday is very
near to Palm Sunday!”

The people of the Union who were identified with their chief, particularly after the last
presidential election, were morally immolated with him, after enjoying the national triumph,
to which Mr. Lincoln added glory by his moderation.

The nation is plunged in grief, but hope will resurrect her from the gloom, like the Prince
of peace and glory. ~This grand and terrible lesson of misfortune to the people and their
governments will prove a valuable instruction by the spirit of conciliation bequeathed them
by their worthy President, as a mysterious pledge of future prosperity, the secret of which is
hidden in their past glory.

If there is a nation that ought to sympathize with America in its grief on this occasion,
that nation is Belgium; for we are the only nation that has remained faithful in spirit to
traditional rights, and followed America from the foundation of her political establishment
and her liberal institutions. Yes, gentlemen, we looked upon England, on the one hand, as
worthy of imitation in the march of progress, in the path of true and practical liberty ; but,
at the same time, we were conscious that there were certain customs in the institutions of
that country we could not adopt, and we cast our eyes beyond the Atlantic, where we found
a great people worthy of entire imitation; and it is the institutions of, that people we have
chiefly inscribed upon our organic charter. We have followed their example in all that re-
gards public liberty, the distribution of power, the election of representatives, and decentral-
ization of rule. For that reason, I say that Belgium ought to sympathize with America by
expressions of horror and indignation, such as all civilized nations feel, and protest against
the act of barbarism that has stained the soil of America with the last mournful trace of ex-
piring slavery, which has now vanished before the vivifying breath of modern civilization.

The sentiments manifested in this house are felt throughout all Europe: England has pro-
tested through Parliament ; France has spoken by the mouth of her Emperor; Prussia by
her legislative assembly, where all the members rose to declare that the infamy of the horrid
act deserved the condemnation of all civilized nations. We must also do homage to the man
who was the victim of that atrocious crime—to the man who, as the honorable Mr. de Beau-
lieu has truly said, sprung from the people to adorn a nation, and, like certain popes, came
from the lowest ranks of society to be the greatest honor to the church.

Lincoln was a self-made man; he drank from the spring of liberty ; he was guided by the
light of a democratic nation ; -and merit elevated him to the highest dignities of the country.

He has set a worthy example, which his successor ought to follow, relying on the support
of public opinion, which should be his constant guide, never to be abandoned or opposed.

That, gentlemen, should be his greatest honor, which, united with his firmness and wise
impartiality, will mark him a place in history.

In joining other eivilized nations in our protest against this political crime, we do a good
deed; by our participation in the sentiment of universal indignation, we help to arrest the
sontagion of an abominable example that might attack other nations.

By outlawing monsters guilty of such crimes, we terrify those who might be tempted to
sommit them.

Mr. ROGIER, minister of foreign affairs. It is useless for me to say, gentlemen, that the
government participates in the sentiments so eloquently expressed by the two honorable
members of this assembly, entertaining different political sentiments. Our government
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sympathizes with the bereaved nation, and has transmitted the expressions of its sorrow to
the government of the United States and their honorable representative in Brussels.

The motion just made is new to Belgium; but it has been made elsewhere, and the import-
ance of the event justifies it. I consider the sympathy expressed in the speeches of the
honorable Mr. de Beaulieu and Mr. I’ Abbé de Hearne as the unanimous opinion of the House;
and thus the legislative assembly joins the government in the regrets felt and expressed on
the occasion of a crime that has filled Belgium and the rest of the world with dismay.

‘We must also express our wishes for the recovery of the eminent statesman who was
attacked at the same time with the venerable President of the republic. His life must be
preserved to insure the final pacification of a splendid country too long desolated by the
calamities of a war afflicting to all friends of true liberty.

May that great statesman, now burdened with a heavy duty, persevere in the sentiments
of moderation he has always shown through the excitement of tEe great struggle, and may
we soon hear of the restoration of his health and the return of peace between the factions of
a great people whom we admire, who have always had our sympathies, and who will soon re-
sume their exalted station in the world. ‘

The PRESIDENT OF THE HOUSE. Gentlemen: As no objection is offered, it is mow
decided that this house is unanimous in its approval of the sentiments just expressed by the
two honorable members, whose speeches you have just heard.

C.
Mr. Sanford to M. de Beaulicu.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, April 30, 1865,
MY DEAR Sir: I write to thank you for initiating in the House of Representatives, vester-
day, the expression by it of its horror and regret at the last rebel atrocity which has brought
to an untimely end our loved Chief Magistrate. I could not doubt that the national represent-
atives of liberal Belgium would give public token to its appreciation of this crime, and of
its sympathy for a sister nation, and I thank you again for having elicited it.

Yours truly, .
H. S. SANFORD.
Monsieur HARDY DE BEAULIEU,
Representant de Peuper, &c., &c.

- D.
Mr. Sanford to M. le Chanoine.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, April 30, 1865.

CHER MONSIEUR LE CHANOINE : I cannot allow the words you uttered in the House of
Representatives yesterday, in the reprobation of the last infamous act of an expiring rebellion,
and of sympathy for the cause of the United States, to pass without writing to thank you for
them. I have known you too long as one of the most ardent and best-informed defenders of
the cause of right, justice, and Iiberty, against this atrocious attempt to overthrow free
institutions in America for the benefit of slavery, not to be certain that your voice would be
raised on such an occasion, and that your words would find echo not only in the chambers,
but in the country. Certainly, as you say in your speech, if there is any nation which ought
to associate itself with our mourning in these circumstances, it is Belgium, whose institutions
have been in so large part formed upon our own; and I am ha.p]ll)y to testify to you, as one
of the originators of this expression of horror, regret, and sympathy by the House, the satis-
faction it has given me, and which I know will be shared by all loyal people in my country ;
and I pray you at the same time to accept the assurance of my cordial regard.

H. 8. SANFORD.
Monsieur LE CHANOINE DE HEARNE, *
Representant du people, &c., &c., &c.

B

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.
No. 262.] ~ LucATioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, May 1, 1865.

Sir: The Moniteur of yesterday contains a note touching the expression of
the sentiments of the King, of the Count de Flanders, of the minister of foreign
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affairs, and the cabinet, as well as the House of Representatives, with respect to
the murderous attacks upon the life of the President and the Secretary of State.
I enclose it herewith.

I have this day called upon the minister of foreign affairs to express my grati-
tude for the condolences of the King, and of the Count de Flanders, and to ask
him to convey to his Majesty, and to his royal highness, the expression of it ; I
took occasion at the same time to offer my thanks to him and his colleagues for
the evidence they had given for their sympathy on this occasion.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
H. S. SANFORD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwaRD,
' Secretary of State.

(For enclosures see Appendix, separate volume.)

[Note from the Moniteur of the 30th April, 1865.—Translation. ]

The King ordered one of his aides-de-camp to go to Mr. Sanford’s and express to him the
sorrow his Majesty felt at the news of the attacks on the President and Secretary of State of
the United States of America. His highness the Count of Flanders also sends one of his
aids to the minister, on the same mission. The minister of foreign affairs and other members
of the cabinet, on their part, hastened to call on Mr. Sanford, and instructions were sent to
the Belgium legation in Washington to express to the American government the sentiments
of regret and condemnation excited by such odious acts.

In the House session of yesterday Mr. Hardy de Beaulieu spoke in the most moving terms
of the emotion produced in Belgium by the news of the tragic event which has just occurred
Ii[’ll the United States. He called general attention to all the eminent virtues of President

incoln.

Mr. de Hearne joined Mr. de Beaulieu in a eulogy of much beauty upon the character of
the lamented President.

The minister of foreign affairs added, that the government sympathized sincerely in the
sentiments just expressed by the honorable members, and that he had already despatched a
communication of that effect to the government of the United States, and to their honorable
representative in Brussels. He expressed jthe most fervent wishes for the recovery of the
distinguished statesman, Mr. Seward, whose life was necessary to the final pacification of a
country that had been so long ravaged by the desolation of war, and the prosperity of which
was greatly desired by all friends of liberty.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Hunter.

No. 266.] LecarioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, May 5, 1865.

Sir: The voice of hostility to the Union is hushed by the universal senti-
ment of horror and sympathy which has been aroused by the tragic events at
Washington. Under the cloak of condolence, however, is a general outery on
the part of those most opposed to us heretofore for « moderation, conciliation,”
&c. It would seem as if our enemies, assured that this rebellion was to be a
failure, were seeking, under the plea of humanity, to prevent the thorough erad-
ication of treason from our land, in order that its roots may remain and bring
forth a new crop of rebels, to again attempt our destruction..

My reply, inmy limited sphere, to these officious people, is that the treatment of
those who plotted and carried on this rebellion is an internal matter which con-
cerns ourselves solely, and is the business of those charged to execute our laws,
and of nobody else; that the masses who have been led astray, I doubt not,
will be treated as erring brethren, who have already been punished severely
enough by the calamities of the war into which their chiefs betrayed them, but
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that their political leaders will, doubtless, receive the same punishment, if cap-
tured, that would be meted to treason in any other country.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
: H. 8. SANFORD.
Hon. W. HUNTER,
Acting Secretary of State, &c., &, &c.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Hunter.

No. 267.] LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, May 5, 1865.

Sir: I desire to supply an omission in my despatch No. 257.

The compliments of condolence and of sympathy addressed to me on the
part of the King, as I have since learned from his aide-de-camp, applied also to
the crime which nearly cost to the state the life of Secretary Seward.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

H. S. SANFORD.

Hon. WiLLiam HUNTER, .

Acting Secretary of State, §c., &c., e.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Hunter.

No. 269.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, May 6, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 169, en-
closing copies of three proclamations of the President, under date of 11th April,
relating to the closing of certain ports of entry, and reciprocal hospitalities to
the vessels of foreign navies in the ports of the United States, and to our vessels-
of-war in foreign ports. I am heartily rejoiced at the steps taken with respect
to the unjust and humiliating treatment to which our national ships have been
subjected, and I doubt not it will lead to a return to that courtesy which is due
to a friendly power. I have also had the honor to receive despatches Nos. 166,
167, and 168.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

H. S. SANFORD.

Hon. W. HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State, §c., §c., §e.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Hunter.

No. 270.] LesaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, May 6, 1865.

Sir : T have had the honor to receive this day your circular despatch of the
17th ultimo, announcing the assassination of the President and the attempt to
murder the Secretary of State.

I have already informed you of the profound sentiment of indignation and
sympathy it had excited here.

Unusual interest has been manifested with respect to the new President, and
never, perhaps, in Europe, have accounts of the past life and public recerd of
the incumbent of that high office been sought for with more interest or been
more widely disseminated.
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T am happy to state that the result has been to create a most favorable im-
pression in the public mind, which has been augmented by the conservative tone
of the President’s reply to the British minister on presenting his credentials.

Public sentiment here, somewhat incredulous at first, owing to the malignant
aspersions of enemies, now is, that the succession has fallen into capable and
worthy hands. However much the late tragic events may have caused sadness,
there is one feature in connexion with them abroad which cannot but cause a
melancholy pride, and that is, the conviction created thereby in classes hereto-
fore incredulous in the permanency of our system of government, which, unin-
fluenced by what would shake any European government to its foundations,
moves calmly on in its great work, amid the most formidable difficulties with
which a government has ever had to deal. :

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant.

H. 8. SANFORD,

Hon. W. HuNTER,

Acting Secretary of State, &c., &c., &c.

¢ Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No.274] LeGaTioN or THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, May 19, 1865.

SIR: Mr. Mann, the commissioner of the late insurgents, has, I understand,
taken his departure from Brussels and returned again to obscurity. His action
and influence here seem to have been mainly limited to furnishing his version of
the news from the United States to a small journal here, which was finally com-
pelled, under the pressure of events and the indignant sentiment of the party to
which it belonged, to throw him and his cause overboard.

I am not aware that we have any extradition treaty with Belgium. In view
of the probability that many of the accomplices in the assassination at Wash-
ington will seek refuge here, I would respectfully call the attention of the de-
partment to this fact. :

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

H. 8. SANFORD.

Hon. WirLLiam H. SEwaRbD,

Secretary of State, &c., &c., §c.

Myr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.
[Extract. ]

No. 277.] : LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, May 29, 1865.

SIR : Mourning has been brought to many families here by the news from
Mexico of the destruction of a detachment of the Belgian legion in a combat at
Tamcaburo, in the State of Michoacan, on the 11th of April. It is stated in the
published reports that the whole detachment of about 300 men were either
killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. Among the killed is a son of the minister
of war, General de Chazal, who was a captain, and seven other officers. * *

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

H. S. SANFORD.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SewaRb, »

Secretary of State, &c., §c., &e.
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Mr. Sanford to Mr. Hunter.

No. 283.] LEcATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, May 31, 1865.
Sir: I enclose a copy of a letter of condolence on the occasion of the as-
sassination of President Lincoln from the Septentrion Lodge of Masons, of
Ghent, and translation of my reply.
T have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
H. 8. SANFORD.
Hon. WirLiaMm HUNTER,
Acting Secretary of State, &c., &c., &c.
(For enclosure see Appendix, separate volume.)

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, y —

Sir: I have received the letter which you addressed me on the 20th instant, informing me
of the regrets and sympathies of the Septentrion Lodge, of Ghent, on the occasion of the
assassination of our venerable President, Lincoln, and also of the satisfaction at the triumph
of the United States over the slaveholders’ rebellion.

I cannot but subscribe to the touching manifestation of fraternal sentiment, and beg to
offer through you to the Septentrion Lodge my sincere thanks for this new proof of the sym-
pathy of Belgians for my country and for the cause of the Union.

Accept the assurance of my distinguished sentiments.

H. 8. SANFORD.
The PRESIDENT OF THE SEPTENTRION LODGE, GHENT.

Myr. Sanford to Mr. Hunter.
[Extract. ]

No. 284.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, May 31, 1865.

Sir: The order of the day to the army, of the minister of war, upon the late
disaster to a portion of the Belgian corps in Mexico, of which mention was made
in my despatch No. 277, appeared in the Moniteur yesterday, and was the
subject of interpellations by M. Coomans in the House, who expressed his re-
grets at this association of the Belgo-Mexican legion with the army of Belgium.

M. Rogier replied that the minister of war had communicated the account re-
ceived direct from the military cabinet at Mexico to the army and to the jour-
nals, for the information of all. A sentiment of pride in the gallant conduct of
Belgians had, doubtless, influenced him in bringing it thus officially to the
knowledge of their former companions-in-arms; he insisted anew that the de-
parture for Mexico of Belgian volunteers was mnot a government enterprise;
that the Belgian legion, although for the most part going from the army, was
not a part of it—did not serve under the Belgian flag or wear a Belgian cockade.
There was nothing in this, he thought, to compromise the government.

He was followed by M. D’Hane-Steenhuyse, who insisted anew upon the en-
rolment of the Belgian legion, composed, he said, in ‘great part of soldiers of the
army, who had left it for the purpose, under the express authority of the gov-
ernment, and who might be considered as on leave, as compromising the neu-
trality of Belgium, likely to expose its commerce to the attack of Juarez’s
privateers, and in the end to cause difficulties with the United States.

M. Rogier, in reply, treated as absurd the possibility that, in case of an inter-
vention by the United States in Mexico, Belgium would be held responsible for
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the presence of a thousand Belgians under the Mexican flag; those Belgians
had, moreover, he continued, contracted an engagement not to compromise the
foreign relations of Belgium, and in the event of a regular war, could return
home. As many Belgians, he affirmed, had served in the United States under
the American flag during the late war as were now under the Mexican flag.

M. Haymans considered the discussion useless; that the Mexican question had
been long ago decided by the chambers, and on three occasions in the sense
that there was no Belgian expedition in Mexico, and that if any power could
find fault with Belgium under this head, it would be, least of all, the United
States, which, according to him, had enrolled recruited soldiers everywhere; and
he again insisted upon the charges he had made, in a newspaper which he edits,
that Belgians had been enrolled by force into the army of the United States
after having been engaged here as laborers.

* * * * * *

I regret not having been supplied by the department with the refutation of
these charges to which M. Haymans referred, and which were brought to your
knowledge in my despatch No. 222, accompanying the letter of M. Rogier on
the subject.

A copy of the “answer of the governor of Massachusetts to inquiries respect-
ing certain emigrants who have arrived in this country from Europe, and who
are alleged to be illegally enlisted in the army of the United States, &c.,”
printed at the Government Printing Office, came into my hands a short time
since, through a private source, and appears to be a complete refutation of these
charges. I immediately, on reading the debate referred to, took it to the Foreign
Office and left it for M. Rogier, who was out, with the request that, if it had
not already been brought to the attention of the government by its own agents
in the United States, he would take cognizance of it; and I propose seeing him
to-morrow to repeat the hope I expressed to the secretary general, that he would
have the justice to correct the impression which his silence on the occasion of
M. Haymans’s assertions would seem likely to make on the public as indorsing
these scandalous statements.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

. H. 8. SANFORD.

Hon. W. HuNTER,

Acting Secretary of State, &c., &c., &c.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Hunter.
[Extract. ]

No. 289.] LeeaTtioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, June 12, 1865.

Sir: The Moniteur of yesterday contains a note announcing that this
government has been officially informed that war has been declared between
Brazil and Paraguay, and that the ports of the latter have been blockaded by
the -Brazilian navy. Recalling the fact that Belgium had adhered to the
principles laid down in the declaration of the congress of Paris, of April 16,
1856, it gives warning that all persons subject to the laws of the kingdom who
shall fit out or take place in privateers, or do any act contrary to the duties of
neutrality, will be liable to be prosecuted before the Belgian courts, inde-
pendently of any other measure of rigor which they may incur in other
countries. * * * * * *

I bave the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

H. 8. SANFORD.

Hon. W. HuNTER,

Acting Secretary of State, §c., §c., §e.
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Mr. Sanford to Mr. Hunter.

No. 288.] LecaTION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, June 13, 1865.

Sir: With reference to that part of my despatch No. 284 touching asser-
tions by M. Haymans, in the House of Representatives, relative to alleged com-
pulsory enrolment in the United States of Belgian emigrants, I called upon
M. Rozier the following day to repeat what I had said to the secretary general.
He said that he regretted the incident; that he had himself called out, “You
are wrong,” to M. Haymans, but that his remark had not been reported in the
official journal. He would look into the matter, he continued, and thought he
would seek an occasion to bring the subject up in the House, in order to make
correction if found advisable after looking into the reports of their agents in
‘the United States upon the subject. I expressed the hope that he would make
such correction.

T have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

H. 8. SANFORD.

Hon. W. HuNTER, ‘

Acting Secretary of State, &c., &c., §c.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.
[Extract. ]

No. 293.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, June 24, 1865.

Sir: The Moniteur of the 15th instant publishes the census of the popu-
lation of Belgium for the year 1864. According to the statistics furnished by
the *commercial” administrations, under the direction of the minister of the
interior, the population of the kingdom on the 31st of December, 1864, was
4,940,570, showing an increase over 1863 of 47,549, five-sixths of which is due
to excess by births over deaths. * * * * *

The resumé shows that the ratio of births to the population is one to 31.7 ;
of deaths, one to 42.6; of marriages, one to 133.7. There is one still-born in
19.9 births. The ratio of female births is one to 1.06 male. The proportion of
illegitimate births is one in eight in the cities, and one in eighteen in the country ;
and there is an average of four legitimate births to one marriage.

I have the honor to be, with great respeet, your most obedient servant,

- H. S. SANFORD.

Hon. WiLniam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, &c., §c., §c.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 303.] _ . LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES, ‘
Brussels, July 31, 1865.

Sir: The Niagara left the Scheldt yesterday on her return to the United
States. It is my pleasing duty on the occasion of her departure from these
shores to bear testimony to the good impression which her commander and
officers have left upon the authorities and people of this country. Commodore
Craven has won the respect and esteem of all with whom he has come in con-
wact here, and carries with him their good wishes.
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The presence of the Niagara in these waters has had an excellent effect.

While in Antwerp she was visited by many thousand citizens, who came from
all parts of the country for that purpose, and the courteous reception and kind
attention extended to them have done much, I doubt not, to stimulate the cordial
good feeling which exists on the part of this government and people for the
United States. Both ship and commander have done us credit, and have left
favorable impressions in Belgium. ’

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

H. S. SANFORD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwaRb,

Secretary of State, §c., §e., &e.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.
[Extract. ]

No. 309.] LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, September 13, 1865.
Sir: The cattle plague, which is causing such great ravages in England, has
appeared in this country, having spread from Holland, where it was brought by
some Dutch cattle sent to London for sale, and reimported. A commission of
Belgian veterinary surgeons was sent to Holland to examine into and report
upon this malady, and the cattle on the farms where it has appeared have been
destroyed and the importation or transit of cattle, fresh hides, meat, and tallow
have been prohibited by royal decree ; and stringent regulations for the imme-
diate slaughter of cattle infected, and the proceedings with regard to those sus-
pected of or liable to infection, have been promulgated—indemnity to the
amount of two-thirds of the value being allowed to the owners of cattle de-
stroyed by order of the authorities. * * *
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
- H. 8. SANFORD.
Hon. WiLL1am H. SEwaRb,

Secretary of State, §c., &c., &e.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 311.] Sea, September 30, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, in translation, some data I have
procured touching the attributions of the court of accounts of this country, and
which I'owe, for the most part, to the obligingness of one of its counsellors, M.
Misson, and which I think may be useful for reference.

I do not send the laws referred to therein, as I have not all in my possession;
but if desired by the department, I will forward them on so far as I can procure
them.

In my despatch No. 250 to the department, in the month of March last, I
suggested that, in view of the probability of an early termination of the war,
and the changes in the various departments of the government, required to
meet the new condition of things caused by it, series of questions touching the
system, organization, and workings of similar departments in Europe be pre-
paredfand sent to our public officers abroad, in order that our government might
be able to profit by the experience of other countries, and our agents be able
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to labor intelligently to that end. I still think that most valuable information,
especially in respect to systems of revenue and taxation, collection of accounts,
&ec., &ec., can be obtained, of the highest importance in forming a definite legis-
lation for ourselves on these vital subjeects.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
: H. S. SANFORD.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwWARD,

Secretary of State, &c., §c., §e.

The great principles which govern public accounts in Belgium are derived from the con-
stitution and from the law of the 15th of May, 1846.

The court of accounts was created by the constitution of 1831, and organized by the law
of the 29th October, 1846; it is charged with the examination and the liquidation of the ac-
counts of the general administration, and of those of all having accounts with the treasury ;-
it sees to it that no article of expenses of the budget is exceeded, and that no transfer takes
place; it audits the accounts of the different administrations of the state, and is charged to
this end to collect all necessary information and vouchers.

The court judges and passes upon the accounts of the state and provinces.

No requisition is paid gy the treasury except with the visa of the court, which visa is only
given by that body after having examined and verified that the payment asked for is really
destined to acquit a debt of the treasury; that it is applied for the time and for the purpose
specified in the appropriation; that it is due to the parties in whose favor it is drawn; that
the conditions of the contracts or bargains have been faithfully and exactly executed; in fine,
that it is a regular debt, which is due and has to be paid. i

‘When the court deems it proper not to give its visa, the motives of its refusal are examined
by the cabinet; and when it decides that the payment shall be made upon its responsibility,
the court wisas, but renders an account of its course and the reasons thereof in its annual re-
port to the chambers.

The justification of a credit can be made subsequently to the visa in two cases only, to
wit: when the nature of the service demands the opening of credits for an outlay to be made,
and where the continuation of a service carried on from motives of economy requires advances
to the agent of said service. . :

hese advances cannot exceed 20,000 francs ($4,000,) and their employment must be ac-
cotinted for to the court within the delay of four months.

The opening of a credit for outlays to be made is by an ordinance ad hoc, which is
submitted for the preliminary visa of the court, and this éredit is disposed of by drafts upon
the agents of the treasury in favor of the creditors of the state. - The paymentis are audited-
monthly by the court of accounts, which, after examination of the vouchers annexed to the
ordinances of regularization, visas them.

A duplicate of the great book of public debt is deposited with the court of accounts, which
sees to it that the trausfers and payments, as well as the new loans, are duly inscribed therein;
it also sees that each accountable functionary furnishes the caution money provided for as a
guarantee for the taithful performance of his official duties.

All bonds whatever, of loans or of conversions, and certificates of caution money must have
the visa of the court.

The court keeps a duplicate of the pension register. The pension certificates are visé and
registered by it after examination and payment.

The inventories of furniture furnished by the state are deposited in its office, and it receives
frfgnlll the head of the ministerial departments a detailed statement of the property and revenue
of the state.

The court of accounts corresponds with the ministers direct; it corresponds also with the
accounting officers in what relates to the rendering of their accounts; it fixes the delays
within which their accounts must be deposited at its office. It can condemn those who are
behindhand to a fine to the profit of the state, not to exceed half of the salary, independent of
suspension or loss of office, which it can cause if there is ground therefor. Kvery condemna-
tion to a fine is pronounced upon the demand of the youngest counsellor, who acts as public
prosecutor.

The court judges and passes upon accounts, it establishes by definitive decisions whether
or no the accounts of accounting officers are balanced, are in advance or in debt; in the two
first cases it pronounces a final discharge, and orders a restitution of the caution moneys, and,
if need be, the raising of injunctions and mortgages upon their property by reason of the
funetions incident to the account passed upon. In the third case it condemns them to pay
their debt to the treasury within a delay which it prescribes. In each case a copy of these
proceedings is addressed to the minister of finance, that he may see to their execution. Three
years after the cessation of his functions the accounting officer has a definitive discharge, if
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the court of accounts has not otherwise provided. The court, notwithstanding a decision
which has definitively passed upon an account, can proceed to its revision, either upon the de-
mand of the accounting officer, supported by vouchers recovered since the decision or proprio
motu for error, omission, or double entry, discovered in the ver#ication of other accounts.

The decisions of the court against accounting officers are carried into effect, unless within -
three months appeal is made to the court of cassation for violation of form, or of the law.
In case of cassation, the affair is sent before a commission ad koc from the House of Representa-
tives, and judged without appeal. i

The court of accounts is composed of a president, six counsellors, and a clerk.

 The president and the counsellors must be at least thirty years old, and the clerk twenty-

five years ; the latter has no vote ; they are named every six years by the House of Representa-
tives, but can be dismissed at its pleasure. The members of the court cannot be related or
connected with each other by marriage within the fourth degree inclusive, nor at the epoch
of their first appointment related or connected within the same limit to a minister; they
cannot be members of either house, nor- fill any office salaried by the treasury, nor be inter-
ested, directly or indirectly, in any enterprise liable to accountability to the state; they can-
not exercise by themselves, or in the name of a wife or any other intermediary, any kind of
commerce, or be business agents, or participate in the administration of a company or in-
dustrial enterprise. They cannot deliberate upon affairs which concern them personally, or
in which their relations or connexions to the fourth degree inclusive are interested.

For its ordinary labors the court is divided in two sections of three counsellors each; every
six months changes are made in the composition of the sections in such way that every coun-
sellor shall sit in both sections every year. The first section is occupied with audit-
ing accounts; the duties of the second comprise the functions of comptroller, and the care of
all that relates to the public debt; the accounts are closed and passed upon in general assem-
bly of the court. )

The court of accounts has no vacation.

No tax for the benefit of the state can be established save by laws ; such taxes are voted
annually.

No privilege can be established in levying taxes.

No exemption or moderation of a tax can be established save by law.

- Exception in cases formerly specified by law ; no citizen can be constrained to pay money
save under the head of taxes for the state, province, or commune.

The chambers pass every year the law of accounts, and vote the budget, in which must be
included all the receipts and expenses of the government. The vote upon the budget is by
chapter and by article. By this means the chambers exercise a real and efficacious control
upon the finances of the state.

- Every law relating to receipts and expenses of the government must, in the first place,
be voted by the House of Representatives.

The collection of state dues can only be effected by an agent of the treasury, whose mis-
sion it is, under the supervision of superior officers, to liquidate and compute the amount
due from tax-payers, (excepting in case of direct taxes, which are confided to special agents, )
to notify to them the amount thereof, to collect the same, and to prosecute therefor, in ac-
cordance with the laws and regulations laid down for that purpoge.

These agents, before entering into their functions, must take oath and deposit the amount
of their bonds, or caution money, which is regulated according to the importance of the col-
lections which they are employed to make.

They are responsible for the full amount of the taxes which collection is confided to them,
and they are not discharged from this responsibility with respects to sums not collected ex-
cept upon proof that the non-collection did not proceed from their negligence, and that all
necessary prosecutions had been made.

Every collector, depositary, or agent whatsoever, in charge of the public moneys, must ob-
tain, in case of robbery or loss of funds, proof that it was the result of superior force, and
that the precautions prescribed by the regulations were taken, or he is held accountable tor
the same.

The amount of collections made by these agents must be paid to the treasurer-general
once or twice a month, according to the importance of the receipts, orders, and necessities of
the service, .

On the 31st December every year their papers and books are passed upon by functionaries
or agents appointed for that purpose, and in a detailed minute the amount of money and the
cash and bills on hand, which is annexed to the account of their stewardship, and which they
are required each year to render to the court of accounts. This account presents all acts in.
connexion with their office during the year, whatever their nature, and to whatever service,
public or individual, they may relate.

It presents—1st. A list of moneys on hand in cash or in bills, and of bills receivable at the
commencement of the year. 2d. The receipt and expenses of every nature made during this
period, specified in detail. 3d. The amount in cash and bills on hand, and the amounts re-
maining to be.collected, or the sum which the agent is in advance.

The individual accounts have annexed to them statements showing by article and by sub-
division the dues remaining uncollected at the close of this fiscal term, with the reasons for
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non-collection, the justification of the agent, and the observations and opinions of the provin-
cial directors. .

The minutes of the condition of the cash account and of bills receivable drawn up at the
end of each year by agents of the administration, specially appointed for that purpose, are
also annexed to the individual accounts of the agents; they enable the court not alone to
verify the amount in cash and bills reported in the general account of finances, but also to
examine into the character of the bills.

The public treasury has prior lien upon the property of its agents, and the officers specially
and directly charged with the supervision and control of their accountability are responsible
for any deficit which may have been occasioned by a remissness in verifying the conduct of
the functions of the defaulting agent. The degree of responsibility of these functionaries
is decided by an administrative inquest before which they are examined, and after inspection
of all the papers, books and documents of accountability, this inquest is ordered by the min-
ister to whose department these functionaries belong.

If it results that these functionaries are in fault, and as such declared responsible, the re-
covery of the sum charged to them is prosecuted as provided for by law, and if need be, for
withholding their salary, without prejudice to disciplinary measures to be taken in the in-
terest of the service.

The heads of the ministerial departments send to the courts all documents serving to show
a.hright required to the State. These documents enable it to verify the annual accounts of
the agents.

Aflger being culled by the court, these docaments become themselves the elements of verifi-
catiog to arrive at the correctness of the results stated in the accounts of budgets or fiscal

eriod.
P The above accounts serve the court, therefore, for the successive examination of the account
of the past fiscal year, and of the provisary account of the succeeding year, concurrently with
the following documents :

1st. The books of payments made for account of budgets and of special funds voted for the
wants of corresponding fiscal years. (These books are kept in the bureaus of the court.)

2d. The discharges delivered by the court for payments made and justified.

3d. The statements of payments made as verified by the duplicates of the receipts which
receive the visa of the agents of the treasury in the provinces, in conformity with article 4
of the law of the 15th of May, 1846. (These duplicates or minutes—talons—of receipts, which
are transmitted to the court quarterly, enable it to exercise a control in comparing the funds
whose payment is announced, with those receipted for in the account of the treasurer, and
to thus verify the regularity of the accounts, the one by the other.)

4th, and finally. The statement of receipts and expenses as shown by the virements of ac-
counts in the general comptabilité.

These operations of virements of accounts in the general comptabilité of the finances apply
to articles of receipt and expense which only represent changes of designation, movements
of accounts current, and other operations which give rise to no material entry or outgo of
money. :

To strhe general account of the finances is annexed an account of the treasury, showing the
movement of funds the issue and payment of bills payable as well as the receipts and ex-
penses in account current, and which have for object as much to maintain the equilibrium
between the resources and wants of the State, as to assure everywhere the punctual payment
of the public expenses. This account has annexed to it the balance-sheets of the administra-
tion of finances, showing the situation, on the 31st of December of the year which has ex-
pired, the operations of the current year, and the situation on the 31st of December.

By the aid of the account of the treasury, the court of accounts can follow every move-
ment of the public moneys, and assure itself as to the employment of the funds of the state
from the receipt of the taxes up to the payment of the public indebtedness.

Public debt.—The special account of the public debt is also joined to the general account
of the finances; it gives the situation of the different kinds of debts, and makes known by
means of tables annexed thereto, the amount of the capital of each of them and the amount
of the interest money at the different periods when it falls due, the situation of the sinking fund
and that of credits granted by the budgets. The said tables make known, finally, the
amount and the number of existing pensions, the movements and the motives of increase
or decrease thereof.

Sinking fund.—The resources destined for the extinguishment of the national debt are
placed at the disposition of the bureau of the sinking fund semi-annually, by orders having
the visa of the court, and the employment thereof is justified subsequently to it, by the
accounts of the bankers who have made the purchases in the markets.

After having published in the Moniteur notice of the same, the titres brought in are de-
stroyed by an officer of the department of finances in the presence of the delegate of the
commission of supervision, of a member of the court of accounts, and of the lenders when
their intervention is demanded by the terms of the loan.

These operations are ratified by a minute (procés verbal,) the duplicate of ghich is sent to
the court of accounts.

. Floating debt —When it is foreseen that the ordinary resources of the government will not
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suffice to meet all its expenses, a provision of the yearly loan of wages and means author-
izes the government to issue treasury bonds up to a certain sum. When it reaches a large
amount and can embarrass the government it is transferred into consolidated debt.

These treasury notes are visé by the court of accounts, and those paid are returned to it
every fortnight.

The bureau of the sinking fund and that of the depdt et consignations (where caution money
is deposited by public officers or their bondsmen) were organized by the law of 15th of
November, 1847, The royal decree which provided definitively for the execution of this law
is of the 2d November, 1848.

The law which organizes the service of treasurer of the state is dated May 10, 1850,
The bases of the organization of the service of the treasury in the provinces were determined
by royal decree 28th October, 1850. See, also, the instructions of the minister of finances,
dated 5th and 21st of December, 1850.

A royal decree, dated December 27, 1847, regulates the service of expenses payable by the
agents of the treasury in the provinces.

Another royal decree of December 27, 1847, provides for the application of the articles of
the law of accountability which relate to the duration of the exercice, the accounts of the
state, of the ministers, and of the agents with the treasury, and the accountability.of the

rovinces.
P The decree which regulates the form of the budgets and their relations with the accounts.
to be rendered is dated February 19, 1848,

The royal decree of November 15, 1849, brings together the provisions in vigor touching
the comptabilité of the state, and regulates the application thereof. .

A royal decree, dated December 6, 1853, regulates the accountability touching objects of
consumption and of transformation belonging to the state in every department of the public
service. :

A royal decree to assure the regular and uniform execution of article 47 of the law of
accountability touching furniture, provided by the state, was published March 26, 1358.

Public revenues.—The budget of ways and means is divided into four chapters:

Taxes, tolls, -capital and revenue, payments.

Taxes, properly so called, are divided into -direct and indirect. Of these two fiscal
sources, the first, which is derived upon real and personal property, licenses the sale of
spirituous liquors, and tobacco is fixed annually, and is consequently certain, foreseen, and
obligatory. The second, the indirect revenue, is, from its nature, essentially variable,.
having its source in consumption—changes, in a word, in all that constitutes social activity.

The branches of revenue which compose the three last chapters are derived from services
carried on by the government, or from payments made to the treasury from divers sources.

Owing to the moderation of the taxes, as well as to the comparatively easy circumstances
of the people, the revenues of the state are collected with remarkable regularity.

The budget of ways and means increases each year by the single fact of the development
of public prosperity and the progressive increase of the population.

The direct taxes comprise the real estate tax, the personal licenses, dues from mines, re-
tail of spirituous liquors, retail of tobacco.

The real estate tax is based upon cadastral valuation.

The bases of the ‘‘ personal ”’ tax are the following:

Renting value, (valewr locatiff,) doors and windows, fireplaces, furniture, domestics, horses,

The license tax comprises trades, commerce, and the professions in general.

The dues from mines reach directly those working mines, and according to their degree
of prosperity.

The principal aim of the law of March 18, 1838, creating a tax upon the sale of distilled
liquors, was moral rather than financial.

The tax upon the sale of tobacco was established by the law of December 20, 1851,

Vouchers of receipts.—These are documents going to show a right acquired by the state,
the reports of revenue, and receipts.

Vouchers of expenses.—Every draft upon the public treasury, in order to be admitted for
payment by the court of accounts, must be sustained by documents which show that the
object is to pay in whole or in part a debt of the state.

Thus for the personnel expenses there must be produced statements setting forth the
grade, character of employment, the position as to presence or absence, the service done,.
the duration thereof, the deductions to be made in favor of the caisse of widows and orphans,
and the net amount to be paid.

And for the expenses of the materiel : 1st, copies or extracts, duly certified, of royal de-
crees, or ministerial decisions, of contracts of sale, orders or minutes of acceptance, of leases,
agreements, or bargains; 2d, detailed statements of the deiiveries, of regulation, and of
liquidation, showing the service rendered and the sum due on account or in full.

If need, be the court demands other vouchers to verify the credit to the persons in cause.

Vouchers of payments.—The drafts which are paid are transmitted quarterly to the court,
by the director general of the public treasury; after examination and admission of the same
they remain deposited at the court with a copy of the statements concerning them; the other
copy, clothed with the visa of reception and admission, is sent back to the director general
of the public treasury, to be annexed to the public account.
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Sanford.
[Extract. |

No. 179.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, October 2, 1865.

Sir : Your interesting despatches Nos. 309 and 310, both dated September 13,
and your private notes, dated, respectively, August 29 and September 12, have
been received.

The subject of the communication addressed to you by Baron de Rothschild
will be duly considered. . .

* * * *

I am, sir, your obedient servant, .
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 313.] LecarioN oF TEE UNITED STATES,
' Brussels, October 21, 1865.

Sir : The Moniteur of to-day contains a report to the King by the minister of
finance, accompanying the annual statement of the trade and navigation of
Belgium for the year 1864. It shows increase of trade as compared with
previous years. The general commerce (of importations and exportations)
amounted to nearly $500,000,000, being an increase of 18 per cent. upon 1863,
and 24 per cent. upon 1862,

The importations from and exportations to the United States have increased
10 per cent. upon 1863, :

The exportations to Mexico, it will be observed, continue to augment in notable
proportion, being 356 per cent. increase upon 1863.

The statement gives evidence of the steady increase of wealth and prosperity
of the country.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
‘ H. S. SANFORD.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwarb,

Secretary of State, §c., §c., §c.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 315.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Brussels, October 30, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the Moniteur of yesterday contains
a convention additional to the postal convention of 30th December, 1857,
between Belgium and France. The postages on letters between the . two
countries is reduced by it from 8 cents to 6 cents for the single rate of 10
grams (% oz.) when prepaid, and is to be 10 cents when not franked. Busi-
ness papers and other manuscripts not having the character of correspond-
ence can be forwarded prepaid for 10 cents the single rate of 200 grams—about
7 oz Newspapers are to pay 1% cent coming from, and 12 cent going to
France. ,

Another convention provides for the safe transmission of moneys, &e. in regis-
tered letters. In additional to the usual charge for such letters, they can be
insured up to $400, by paying 4 cents for every $20 or fraction thereof of
amount transmitted, and in case of loss the same to be refunded by the post
offices. :

7Dpc**
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The date of entering in force of these conventions is not fixed, and is to be
announced later.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
- H. S. SANFORD.
Hon. WiLniam H. SEWARD, '

Secretary of State, §c., §c., §e.

Myr. Seward to Mr Sanford.

No. 183.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
, Washington, November 17, 1865.
SR : Your despatch of the 30th ultimo, No. 315, has been received.

"I shall take great pleasure in submitting a copy of the new postal treaty
between Belgium and France, which accompanies it, to the Postmaster General,
for the information of that department.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Henry S. SaNForD, Esq., §c., &c., Brussels.

Mr. Sanford to Mr. Seward.

No. 318.] LeaaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
‘ Brussels, November 30, 1865.

SIR : I cannot give a better idea of the sentiments generally prevailing here
touching the administration of our government, than by an extract from a toast
given by the Canon de Hearne, a member of the House of Representatives, to the
minister of the United States, at a dinner at his house on the 28th instant, where
the large party assembled was composed of conservatives, members of both
houses of Parliament, and of the clergy.

Although the dinner was a private one, the character of the guests present,
representing a class which has not been noted for its sympathy for our cause,
and the very warm reception given to the sentiments expressed, prompted me
to communicate it to you as an interesting indication of the drift of feeling
concerning the President and our country, and I accordingly asked permission
of my host to do so. :

1 have honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient sevant,
H. S. SANFORD.

Hon. WirLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, &c., &c., &c.

[Translation. ]

oo *  To the representative of the great American nation; to the envoy of

President Johnson, that distinguished statesman, of whom we admire the wisdom, the
moderation, as well as christian, patriotic, and truly liberal sentiments :

Worthy suceessor of the wise Washington, of Madison, that great promoter of religious -
liberty, and of Lincoln, that noble victim of the purest patriotism, Mr. Johnson has given a
striking proof of those sentiments in the proclamation which he published one month ago,
setting apart, as a day of national thanksgiving, the first Thursday of December, for religious
exercises, in which all generous and Christian hearts should be associated. In that memo-
rable document, the President of the United States renders thanks to the Almighty for the in-
crease of civil liberty. He invites people to render thanks to the Creator of the universe
for the benefits and blessings which they have received at his hands. He recommends the
whole people to make a confession of national sins against the infinite goodness of God, and
to implore with one heart and spirit the Divine guidance to walk in the paths of national
virtue and holiness. He resumes these beautiful ideas by a phrase worthy of the greatest
men of ancient or modern times: ‘‘ Righteousness exalteth a nation, while sin is a reproach
to any people.” Such principles as these are indeed the basis of the grandeur and veritable
power of & nation. :
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PORTUGATL.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Harbey.

No. 157.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Waskington, December 2, 1864.
Sir: Your despatch of the 2d ultimo, No. 301, has been received. I thank
you for the information it conveys relative to the affair at Bahia, and commend
the vigilance and diligence practiced by you on this as on other occasions affect-
ing the interests of your government.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
James E. HArvVEY, Esq., §c., §c, Lisbon.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Harvey.

No. 158.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 5, 1864.

Sir: Herewith I enclose for your information a transcript of a letter of the
3d instant from the Secretary of the Navy, on. the subject of your despatch
No. 296, which was submitted to him for perusal, and in which you suggest the
expediency of a readier mode of communication between the ministers of the
United States and our naval officers on foreign stations.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
James E. Harvey, Esq., §c., &c., Lisbon.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, December. 3, 1864,

SIR: I have the honor to return herewith despatch No. 296, from Mr. Harvey, United
States minister at Lisbon, which you transmitted to me on the 29th ultimo, and commended
to my attention the suggestion contained therein concerning the expediency of a readier
mode of communication between the ministers of the United States and our naval officers on
foreign stations. i

It is in contemplation to establish at an early day a squadron in European waters, and
place it in charge of an experienced officer, who will feel authorized to make such arrange-
ments as may appear to him advisable and expedient regarding communication with our
ministers within the limits of his command.

Very respectfully, &e.,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Hon, WiLLIAM H, SEWARD, Secretary of State.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.
No. 308.] LeeaTION oF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, December 23, 1564.

SIR : Reports have reached me from different quarters, written within the
last few days, that two suspicious steamers have appeared off the southern part
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of this coast, under circumstances which have excited the apprehension on my
part that they are destined for hostile service, and that they design, if practi-
cable, to enter one of the secluded harbors with which the Algarve district is
indented at various points, and from that base to operate against our commerce.

That region, as I have had reason to represent on former occasions, offers
peculiar advantage to piratical cruisers, from its natural formation, its geogra-
phical position, the character of its population, and the comparative impunity
with which depredations may be committed, unless it be strictly guarded.

This government is not able to maintain the supervision which is required
by our exposed interests, but I was able to effect an understanding a year ago
that still continues in force, by which the duty of the required vigilance was to
be performed by our special agent, with such assistance as he could procure,
while the government agreed on its part to expedite a war steamer to the spot
whenever the agent should report to me a sufficient reason for that purpose. In
fact, that was done on two occasions with effect.

His Majesty’s government is really anxious to avoid any form of complica-
tion which might possibly arise from the arming, equipping, or harboring of hos-
tile cruisers in the ports of this kingdom or its colonies, and that disposition has
been manifested very positively and beneficially at the mid-ocean islands, but
its means are limited, and the suggestion is not unreasonable that we should
co-operate in preventive measures which look exclusively to the protection of our
own commerce.

I have to-day adopted the best expedient which this emergency permits, by
sending the special agent heretofore employed down to the Algarve upon my
own responsibility, hoping for an approval in view of the imperative necessity
of that proceeding. He is active, faithful, and understands the people, their
language, and their habits. But as I consider any discretion in this matter on
the part of the legation wholly terminated by your despatch No. 142, of the
30th of June last, I beg leave to ask for a particular instruction upon the sub-
ject, 80 as to protect myself while making the endeavor to discharge my duty
with efficiency and benefit. Should there be another mode more agreeable to the
department, whereby the desired object may be attained, I shall not fail to
adopt it with alacrity and zeal. ;

If the remote and secluded harbors of a sparsely populated portion of this
kingdom are used to our injury, as has been repeatedly threatened, against the
best efforts of the government, the sufferers will find but cold comfort in the
prospect of subsequent reclamation and redress by diplomatic intervention.
Such issues ought to be avoided, if possible ; and although the suggested co-ope-
ration on our side is necessarily attended with expense, it is worthy of consid-
eration whether that cost is not, after all, a real and valuable economy. That
question is, however, to be determined by the more enlightened judgment of
the department.

The United States steamer Sacramento, which had been in port for several
weeks undergoing repairs to her machinery, went out yesterday, at my sug-
gestion, to the succor of an American ship reported to be in distress. I shall
request her commander, upon his return, to proceed to the Algarve, and endeavor
to establish a means of communication between him and the special agent now
on his way there. g

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WinLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State.
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Harvey.

No. 162.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
i Washington, December 27, 1864.

Sir : Your despatch of the 3d of December, No. 305, has been received. The
proceedings which you took on the occasion of the birth-day of the Emperor
of Brazil were proper and commendable.

This government does not feel serious embarrassment in regard to the affair
at Bahia. It reposes confidence enough in the public strength and virtue to
insist on its own rights, and to recognize the just rights of other nations.

" I am, sir, your obedient servant,
‘ WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

James E. HarvEy, Esq., §v., §c., &c., Lisbon.

"Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 312.] LrcaTion oF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, January 8, 1865.

Sir : T have had the honor to receive your No. 155, instructing me to make
a representation to his Majesty’s government in regard to the equipment of
another pirate in Portuguese waters.

As that instruction is predicated, apparently, upon the belief that a British
steamship called the Sea- King had, by preconcert and collusion with another
British steamer called the Laurel, been converted into a rebel cruiser at the
Desertas, near Funchal, T have deemed it prudent to suspend action until the
explicit information, which I have heretofore sought in vain upon this subject,
can be obtained. -

There are various conflicting reports, none of which are quite satisfactory to
my mind. Our vice-consul at Funchal seems in much doubt as to the real facts,
and has not been able to answer distinctly the various inquiries made from this
legation. ,

Had it not been for special official causes, demanding my constant presence
here for some time past, I should have gone personally to Madeira, and to the
spot, to make a thorough investigation of the matter, under the authority con-
ferred for that purpose by your No. 133. It may be still necessary for me to
adopt that course, and no personal convenience will be allowed to interfere with
its execution if further reflection and a sense of duty should require it.

I have heretofore explained that we must look mainly for the protection of
American commerce in these waters to our own resources ; and it was for that
reason that I ventured frequently within the last two years to urge with much
earnestness upon the proper department the absolute necessity of placing upon
amore efficient footing than has all along existed whatever naval force could be
spared for European service. Those suggestions, derived from actual experience
and from anxious observation, failed to attract attention, doubtless because of
more pressing cases, so that we have paid a costly penalty for the want of plain
and effective organization.

This government has a very limited navy, which is not equal to the pro-
tection of its own exposed interests, and is but little available for those duties
which other nations may claim under circumstances such as now embarrass the
United States. An unusually prompt and good disposition has been manifested
on various occasions to arrest the intended equipment and preparation of rebel
cruisers, but the means are not always at hand when most needed, and conse-
quently we are thrown back upon our own naval resources to prevent depre-
dations and to punish the depredators.

There is no other reliable mode of security ; and if our ships-of-war now in
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Europe, or to be sent to these waters, are judiciously devoted to this important
object, there will soon be less injury to regret, and little cause for serious com-
plaint. But as long as there is no system, and nothing but indifferent concert
of action between the civil and military agents of the government abroad,
commerce will be comparatively at the mercy of the corsairs which roam the
ocean, secking what they may plunder and destroy.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 316.] LecaTion oF THE UNITED STATES,
- Lisbon, February 5, 1865.

Sir: Information from various sources and directions has reached this legation
within the last ten days, all tending to show that several rebel cruisers are
afloat in these and the neighboring waters, and that a serious hostile demonstration
against our ¢ ommerce is meditated. Copies of the notes and telegrams on this
subject are co mmunicated herewith, in the order that they were received. =
- The United States steamer Sacramento left here about a month ago for Cadiz,
principally to take in stores deposited there, and at the same time to make some’
necessary repairs. As soon as I was made aware of the facts above stated, a
telegram was sent to her commander, inquiring if the ship was ready for efficient
service, and upon receiving an affirmative reply, he was requested to come here
immediately. It is to be presumed he is now on his way to this p ort.

The United States steamer Niagara is supposed to be in one of the ports of
Belgium or Holland, and as her services are not needed in that quarter, but are
imperatively required hereabouts, I deemed it proper to telegraph M ». Sanford
at Brussels yesterday, requesting him to give that information to Commodore
Craven.

The steamer Ajax, referred to in Mr. Moran’s note, put into the Tagus on the
3d instant, owing to stress of weather. From inquiries made yesterday, I am
led to believe that she is an intended blockade-runner and not ‘a cruiser.

The ram mentioned in Mr. Montagnie’s despatch has not yet appeared here.

Immediate steps will be taken in regard to the representations made by Mr.
Bayman at Funchal, but it will be necessary to proceed with a certain degree of
prudence, as this government, under any pressure, might be inclin ed to follow
the example of the larger powers, and apply a rule to our vessels-of-war which,
under existing circumstances, would be far more injurious to the public interest
than the impertinent proceedings to which attention has been called.

My first endeavor and duty, in the midst of these complications, and with
but a single ship-of-war at hand, must be to protect our exposed commerce, and,
if possible, to punish the armed depredators. v

I venture to suggest, as Lisbon is a much more available point than Cadiz
for the information by which the movements of our ships-of-war in these waters
must be to a great extent determined, that it would be a material economy of
time and of money if the supplies intended for them were stored here, so as to
be quite at hand in case of emergency. Whatever naval force can be spared
for Europe should be so disposed in all respects as to give it the fullest viger
and efficiency. The want of systematic organization has been and is still se-
riously felt

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.
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Mr. Moran to Mr. Harvey.

LoNDON, Jenuary 19, 1865.

My DEAR SiR: I write privately to say that there is a double screw propeller now in the
harbor of Kingstown, Ireland, which is, no doubt, intended to be used as a rebel gunboat.
_ She is called the Ajax, has but one funnel, painted white, and a black hull. She has iron
beams, and is very strong. I cannot learn her tonnage. She has eighty berths, with tables ‘
to let down from the ceiling of saloons to accommodate that number of persons ; and although
she has no guns on board, she has ample room at the bows and stern for pivot guns; and though
she has no portholes, her bulwarks are low enough for guns to range over them, and sheis
a three-decker. Her crew are all in a state of mutiny, and say she is going to Madeira.
There are two or three rebel officers on board. She has two masts, but no yards, as she only
uses mainsails. She has four boats swung on davits painted white. Her coalis in bags. Her
engineer says she is to be used as a gunboat. If we should not stop her I will telegraph to
you. She took arms and iron plating on board at Glasgow.

I give you these facts for your own use, so that you may have one of our vessels on the
lookout for the Ajax about Madeira. The rebels recently sent away a large number of men
from London on a screw steamer of theirs called the City of Richmond. She may be intended
to meet the Ajax.

Ever truly,

Hon. J. E. HARVEY.

BENJAMIN MORAN.

[Telegram.—Lisbon, January 27, 1865.]
Benjamin Moran, Esq., Legation of the United States, London :

Your letter has been received. You should notify Niagara, which is probably at Antwerp.
Mr. Sanford, perhaps, knows her whereabouts.
JAMES E. HARVEY.

[Telegram.—Nantes, January 30, 1865. ]

American Minister, Lisbon : ’
Ram Olinde, built at Bordeaux, and transferred by Danes to rebels at Houat island, here i
sailed for Lisbon on Saturday.
MONTAGNIE, Consul.

[Telegram.—Lisbon, January 81, 1865.]

Captain Walke, war steamer Sacramento, Cadiz :

Hayve your repairs been completed, and is your ship rea,dy‘fdr efficient service ?
JAMES E. HARVEY.

[Telegram.—Cadiz, February 1, 1865.]

United States Minister, Lisbon :

Sacramento is ready for efficient service. Have answered by letter.
CAPTAIN WALKE.

[Telegram.—Lisbon, February 2, 1865. ]

Captain Walke, war steamer Sacramento, Cadiz :

Your letter just received. Come here immediately.
JAMES E. HARVEY.

[Telegram.—Madrid, February 4, 1865.]

Minister of the United States, Lisbon :

The confederate cruiser Shanandoah is in the harbor and asks for repairs. Notified ours
PERRY

ps.
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[Telegram.—Lisbon, February 4, 1865.]

Hon. H. S. Sanford, United States Minister, Brussels :
_Inform Commodore Craven that several vessels, reported to be rebel cruisers, are here-
abouts, and, unless restricted by orders, his services are urgently needed.
’ JAMES E. HARVEY.

[Telegraph.—Lisbon, February 5, 1865.]

E. 8. Eggleston, Consul of the United States, Cadiz :

" Has Sacramento started? If not, tell Captain to come here immediately. B
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Mr. Bayman to Mr. Harvey.

UNITED STATES CONSULATE,
i Madeira, January 31, 1365.

SIR: On the 3d instant the steamer Alice arrived, five days from Cork ; burden, 450 tons;
forty-seven men, all told; bound to N assau; took 150 tons of coal, and sailed the 6th instant.
This vessel came in under the rebel flag, afterwards lowered by order of the governor, I
enclose copy of my correspondence upon the subject.

On the 28th instant the steamer Fannie arrived, ten days from Glasgow; 390 tons, fifty
men, all told, two passengers; took 200 tons of ¢oal, and sailed to-day. -Also under the
rebel flag, which was ordered to be lowered, as well as that of the steamer Confederate
States, just arrived, thirteen days from Nassau, 279 tons, fifty crew, twelve passengers ; Te-
ports in ballast, bound to Liverpool. :

These three steamers are paddle-wheeled, painted white, and said to go 15 knots the hour.

Have had no correspondence with the government regarding the Fannie and Confederate
States, as the policy pursued towards the rebel vessels will not be altered without orders from
Lisbon.

If there be any vessels of war within reach of your telegram, it is well to let them know
that this place is likely to be frequented by the rebel ships bound to and from Nassau.

I should state that the steam power of the Alice was 200 horse ; the Fannie, 250 ; and
Confederate States, 140. )

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' ROBERT BAYMAN.

His Excellency JaMEs E. HARVEY,

United States Minister, Lisbon.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 317.] - LecaTION oF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, February 6, 1865.

Sir: Inasmuch as sufficient time has elapsed for the United States steamer
Sacramento to come here from Cadiz, in response to my urgent request of the
2d instant, and as she had not appeared, and no reply had been received to
my telegram, I made inquiry of our consul at that port yesterday, and was
surprised to learn that she had started on Saturday, (the 4th instant,) at 2 p.
m., for Vigo.

Without having any information upon the subject, I presume this movement
has been made in consequence of the cruiser Shenandoah being reported at
Corunna, seeking repairs. I find myself, therefore, without any resource to
confront the various emergencies to which reference was made in my despatch
yesterday. »

Superadded to the causes of anxiety already stated, a telegram in the
Spanish papers received this morning contains the following information :

“FBRROL, 1s£—The confederate war steamer Stonewall has Jjust entered
this port in distress, with damages, from Copenhagen.”
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As Ferrol is a little to the northward of Corunna, it is possible that the
vessel named in the foregoing telegram may be the same referred to in Mr.
Perry’s despatch, (communicated in my No. 316 yesterday,) of the 4th instant,
under the name of the Shenandoah ; for, according to previous accounts, the
steamer Shenandoah was committing depredations along the coast of Brazil.

A telegram.from our minister at Brussels, in reply to mine of Saturday, the
4th instant, requesting him to notify the United States steamer Niagara of the
state of facts hereabouts, informs me—

¢ Niagara sailed yesterday morning. Copy of your despatch forwarded to

Craven, at Dover. SANTO
’ } “SANFORD
“ BrusseLs, February 5, 1865.”

In view of the actual situation, and of the disappointment occasioned by the
departure of the United States steamer Sacramento in another direction, I have
Jjust now addressed the following telegram to Mr. Adams at London :

“LisBoN, February 6—11% a. m.
“Hon. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS,
« Minister of the United States, London :

“Please inform Commodore Craven immediately that several rebel cruisers
are in these waters, and that his presence is urgently needed. Niagara is at
Dover. : :

“JAMES E. HARVEY.”

It will thus be seen that every precaution has been taken to provide for the
pressing exigency, which never would have existed if the suggestions derived
from positive and costly experience that have been presented, urged, and re-
peated time and again during the last three years, had been regarded as worthy
of attention by the proper department.

Efficient steps have been taken for a thorough investigation in regard to the
suspicious steamer Ajax, now in the Tagus.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLuiam H. SEwarb,

Secretary of State.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 318.] LeeaTION 0F THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, February 9, 1865.

Sir: The United States steamer Sacramento put into this port yesterday with
her engine in a disabled condition, having started from Cagéz for Vigo on Sat-
urday last in consequence of information communicated from our legation at
Madrid; it is yet uncertain when the necessary repairs will be completed,
‘though her commander, who has just left me, will urge them forward with all
possible expedition.

It is now positively ascertained that the opinion ventured in my last despateh
was correct, and that the rebel cruiser supposed by Mr. Perry to be the
Shenandoah at Corunna, is in fact the French ram Olinde under the name of
Stonewall, which entered Ferrol in a damaged state on the 1st instant.

If the Sacramento can be got ready for sea in time, she will be despatched
without delay to the vicinity of Ferrol, in the hope of capturing or destroying
the ram in question. Or, if the Niagara should appear in these waters, as i3
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remotely hoped, in consequence of my telegram to Mr. Adams on the 6th in-
stant, {to which no reply has yet been received,) that duty will be assigned to
her, also, in concert with or independent of the Sacramento, as circumstances
may render necessary.

There is no other resource that can be invoked for this urgent occasion, but
every pains will be taken to employ our limited means to the best advantage.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

.

Hon. Wirniam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

Mr. Harvey to. M. Seward.

No. 319.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
» Lisbon, February 11, 1865.
Sir: The following telegram reached me yesterday morning :

“ MaDRrID, February 9.
¢« Has the Sacramento sailed ? Send her. Lose no time. I am afraid: the
ram will be off to-morrow.

« PERRY.”

The only answer which I could give was, that the repairs to the Sacramento
were proceeding, and it was uncertain when they would be-completed. Not
satisfied, however, with the reports which had reached me on that subject, I
determined to go-on board immediately and make an investigation on the spot
which should clear away all doubt.

That purpose was at once put into execution, and Captain Walke summoned-

the chief engineer, at my request, to a conference in his cabin. I interrogated
‘him as to the nature of the injury to the machinery, the possibility of its being prop-
erly repaired here, and the time that would be absolutely necessary to complete
the work. 'Without going into details, it may be said, in brief, that the engineer
stated ten days were required for this labor. That reply necessarily precluded
all hope of employing the Sacramento for the capture of the rebel ram at
Ferrol ; and, upon returning on shore, I notified Mr, Perry by telegraph of the
result of my inquiry, so that he might shape his proceedings upon a certain
knowledge of the unpleasant fact.

I received his answer an hour ago, substantially as follows, so far as it can
be made out, for the telegram is confused in the transmission :

“ MADRID, February 10—10.50 p. m.

“If that ship (Sacramento) cannot move forward immediately, ought to
have help of Commodore Craven on the scene of action. This is certainly a
most unfortunate condition.

«PERRY.”

I have not been able to put myéelf in communication with the Niagara, and,
indeed, am wholly ignorant of her whereabouts. Upon the suggestion of Mr.
Sanford’s telegram of the 5th instant, I supposed she was at Dover, and there-

fore telegraphed Mr. Adams, informing him of the urgency of her presence in-
these waters. As he has not replied, I must infer that the Niagara was not at:

Dover, or within reach of notice from him.

This state of things is not only unfortunate for the public interests, but is:
most mortifying in every respect, for, with means to capture or destroy the ves--
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sels which have recently been set afloat to depredate upon our commerce, we
are wholly unable to employ them ; in one case, because of an unlucky accident;
and in the other, because, for the want of a proper system, there is no mode of
ascertaining where to find a substitute.

Every ship-of-war is provided with a clerk to the commander, whose ordinary
duties are easy and light. If the commanders now in Europe were simply re-
quired to notify the United States ministers when starting out on a cruize, lon
or short, of their intended movements and destinations, much confusion woul
be avoided, and some degree of efficiency would be given to the service. Under
the imperfect arrangements which have heretofore existed, it is quite impossible,
except by mere chance, to assure the presence of any ships-of-war for the exi-
gencies which are constantly occurring. This experience is by no means new
or recent, and it has involved most serious and costly consequences.

I aYail myself of this opportunity, without making a special despatch on
the subject, to state that the Portuguese government has withdrawn its offer of -
mediation between Brazil and England, and, therefore, that the original status -
of the question which complicates these two powers is necessarily resumed.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLriam H. SEwARD,

’ Secretary of State.

T

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 320.] LEecATIiON 6F THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, February 12, 1865.
Sir: It was a great relief to my anxiety to receive the telegram which is
given below, last evening, when nearly all hope of being able to make any
effective opposition to the exit of the rebel ram at Ferrol had been abondoned :

«“ CORUNNA, February 11—2 o’clock p. m.

“ Am here with the Niagara. Please send the Sacramento here immediately.
“CRAVEN,”

Necessity compelled the answer of which you are already informed, and which
I repeat for a more perfect understanding:

« LisBoN, February 11—7% o’clock p. m.
“ Commodore CRAVEN, United States Steamer Niagara, Corunna :

¢ Sacramento is disabled and cannot be repaired under ten days. Please keep
me informed of your movements.

«JAMES E. HARVEY.”

I shall make it a point to go on board the Sacramento again to-day with the
intention of hastening the repairs if that be at all practicable. '

As yet I am not informed whether the Niagara has appeared at Corunna in
response to the urgent requests contained in my telegrams to Mr. Sanford and
Mr. Adams or not, though it appears quite probable from the dates of the two
facts. In any event, the presence of that ship at such a time is a cause of much’
gratification.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD, .

Secretary of State,
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Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 322.] LEeeaTION OF THE UNITED STATES,
v Lisbon, February 19, 1865.
SIr: Anticipating yesterday that the United States steamer Sacramento would
be in a condition to leave this port without much farther delay, and that there
- would be anxiety on that account owing to the presence of a rebel ram at Ferrol,
I addressed the following telegraphic despatch to my colleague at London, with

a view of having the information transmitted to the department by the Cunard
packet which sailed yesterday : .

“ LisBoN, February 18—1 o’clack.
“Hon. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, Minister of the United States, Londo¥:

“ Please inform department immediately that Sacramento will start to-night
or to-morrow to join Niagara at Ferrol, where rebel ram is still reported.

“JAMES E. HARVEY.”

The repairs to the Sacramento were pushed forward night and day, and what-
ever influence I could exert personally to urge expedition was applied. I have
now the satisfaction of announcing that she has Jjust left the Tagus, bound for
Ferrol, which place ought to be reached within two days. This fact is now on
the way to Commodore Craven, of the Niagara, who has been anxiously calling
for the aid of the Sacramento. -

There were other duties which claimed attention in these waters, and for
which T should have requested the service of the Sacramento under a different
condition of things ; but as the case at Ferrol seemed to be regarded as the most
urgent, all the res&lrces at command have been turned in that direction, though
at the hazard of some exposure elsewhere. - There are but two United States
ships-of war in Europe, and they are both at one spot.

If the reports which have reached me from various sources are to be credited,
the “ram,” which has excited so much apprehension, is effectually disabled, and
cannot be made seaworthy without going into dock and being entirely overhauled.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.
Hon, WiLLiam H. SeEwarb, '
Secretary of State.

Mr. Harvey to Mr, Seward.

No. 326.] LrcaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
: Lisbon, March 18, 1865.

Sir: A British steamer, known as the Amy, put into this port some time ago
in a disabled condition, and has remained here since then evidently waiting for
instructions. That vessel was strictly observed by my direction, because her
appearance, and the reports which attached to her, excite suspicion.

Since the capture of Wilmington the Amy has received orders to return to
Glasgow—a fact which points almost conclusively to her original destination.
A pending controversy between the crew and commander has developed a fact
which is worthy of notice by the Navy Department, since it may serve to guide
the instructions to be given to officers afloat, on blockade or other duty, con-
cerning the papers of ships which they may examine.

The actual captain of the Amy is not the person named in her papers, and he
holds no certificate, such as the British law requires, entitling him to command.
His explanation is that he took charge of the steamer at the last moment, be-
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cause the regular commander refused to make the voyage. It may be assumed
that many such cases have occurred, and, perhaps, have escaped seizure as law-
ful prizes upon the faith of papers which covered international fraud.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

JAMES E. HARVEY.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Harvey.

No. 168.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, March 28, 1865.

Sir: Your despatches No. 323, of February 28, and No. 324, of March 6, have
been received. The explanation given in the former is entirely satisfactory,
and leaves bappily nothing to censure or regret in any quarter. The informa-
tion communicated in your No. 324, relative to the resignation and the subse-
quent reappointment of the Duke de Loulé, is very interesting.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
JanmEes E. HarvVEy, Esq., §¢., &c., Lisbon.

—_—

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 327.] LeeaTion oF THE UNITED STATES, -
Lisbon, {Warc]& 28, 1865.

- Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the rebel cruiser Stonewall, a most
formidable iron-clad ship, entered this port on Sunday evening, the 26th instant,
having left Ferrol the previous day. ~As the flag which was flaunted from her
mast-head was entirely unknown here, and somewhat resembles that of the
Russian service, she was generally supposed to belong to that navy. And, in
fact, the real character of the vessel was not ascertained positively until the
next morning, when certain individuals, calling themselves officers, published
their disloyalty in the streets in gray uniforms and arrogant language.

As soon as I was informed of the identity of the craft, immediate steps were
taken, personally, to have her ordered out of port, and they were followed
later in the day by a formal note to Duke de Loulé, now enclosed, (marked A,)
which will explain itself.

Assurances were given without hesitation that the vessel would be required
to depart within twenty-four hours, and I have occasion to know that the orders
were at once made, and the notice officially communicated to the Stonewall.

The Niagara and Sacramento arrived last evening, having been delayed on
the way from Corunna many hours, by the deranged condition of the Iatter’s
engines. 'Their presence created great excitement in the city, from the absurd
apprehension of a naval combat in the harbor, which it was very difficult to
allay, and the contagion of which seized even those who should have been
better informed. As an accident delayed the departure of the Stonewall until
this morning, the alarm became greatly magnified, although our ships had re-
mained, at the friendly request of the authorities, off Belem, some few miles
down the river. At an early hour I despatched a messenger to request Com-
modore Craven, the superior officer, to call at my residence to consult with him
as to the measures which duty and wise policy required to be adopted. While
we were in conference, the under-secretary for foreign affairs came in with a
verbal reply to my note, and perhaps with a view of getting an assurance that
1o collision would be permitted. Indeed, the King himself had previously sent
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an aide-de-camp on board the Niagara to express his solicitude on that point*
A few words soon relieved any misgiving, but I improved the occasion to say
- emphatically, that if our ships desired to go out they should go out, because
the time for the departure of the Stonewall had elapsed, and because the rule
applicable to an armed pirate, in no legal sense recognized as a belligerent by
this government, should not be applied to a regular ship-of-war carrying the
honorable flag of my country. L

A brief consultation with Commodore Craven soon satisfied me—for I did not
feel at all qualified to judge a professional question of such moment and serious
importance—that in the present condition of fine weather and smooth sea, to seek
a combat with this powerful iron ship would be to invite almost certain and
wanton destruction of life and property. There was another reason bearing
directly upon a decision in a different form, which necessarily attracted atten-
tion. By referring to the letters marked B and C, of our ‘consul at Liverpool,
it will be seen that two vessels are now on their way to this port with cannon,
munitions of war, and large military supplies for the Stonewall. They may be
expected hereabouts from one day to another. . It is very important to cut off
and capture these sinews of war, without which the intended hostile operations
of the cruiser cannot be successfully prosecuted. Our ships will address their
efforts directly to that duty.

According to my information derived from careful inquiries and investigation,
the Stonewall is in perfect sea-going condition ; has all the improvements of
modern art, science and experience adapted to the objects for which she was
constructed ; received all the necessary repairs which were required, during a
stay of seven weeks at the naval station of the Spanish government at Ferrol,
and succeeded also while there in enlisting numbers of seamen and others for
her piratical service. She is of remarkable speed for a heavy iron-clad, having
made the voyage from Ferrol to Lisbon in some thirty hours, which compares
favorably with the running time of the best steamers of the commercial marine,

Large inducements were held out to procure enlistments in Lisbon. As much
as &£10 sterling monthly wages and £15 bounty were offered, but only one
misguided and dissipated victim was secured, and he by a process of kidnap-
ping. The fact only came to light too late tobe visited with the penalty which
I should certainly have assisted in seeing enforced. ,

Inasmuch as anxiety will naturally be felt at Washington in regard to the
movements of the Niagara and Sacramento, and the Stonewall, I deem it proper
to communicate to Mr. Adams the fact stated in the telegram, marked D, here-
with, in order that he might transmit them immediately to the department.

I also communicate herewith, marked E, a copy iun translation of the note of
the Duke de Loulé, in reply to mine of yesterday’s date.

These papers and this general statement concerning the cruiser Stonewall
since her presence in the Tagus will enable the President and the department
to appreciate understandingly the official proceedings which were adopted to
meet an exceptional and vexatious emergency.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.

A 1.
Mr. Harvey to the Duke de Loulé.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, March 27, 1865.

SIR: A piratical steamship called the Stonewall entered the harbor of Lisbon yesterday
(Sunday) under a flag not recognized by any civilized nation. That vessel quitted the port
of Ferrol, Spain, on Saturday, the 25th instant, at 11 o’clock, after having remained there since
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the 4th of February, that is to say, during a period of seven weeks, the pretext for claiming
hospitality being serious injuries previously suffered at sea.

Attention is called particularly to the two facts above stated—first, to show that the excel-
lent condition of the ship is attested by the short passage from Ferrol; and secondly, to dem-
onstrate that upon no pretended plea of humanity can any claim be justified for furnishing
coals and supplies after a voyage of little more than twenty-four hours, and after & continu-
ous stay in port of nearly two months. )

The Stonewall is a formidable iron-plated armed ship, commanded and officered by persons
representing themselves as in the service of a factious insurgent force, who have revolted
against the authority and laws of the United States. The open and avowed aim of this
piratical craft is to burn and destroy and ravage the property of citizens of the United States
on the high seas, and to embroil, if possible, the friendly relations now happily subsisting be-
tween Portugal and the United States.

In addition to these grave and undoubted facts, information has just been received from
the United States consul at Liverpool, which gives the most serious importance to the pres-
ence of the Stonewall here and to the purposes of those concerned in a hostile conspiracy
against the commerce and interests of the United States, for which it is proposed to make the
ports and islands of this kingdom the base of military operations. The consul’s letter to
me, dated March 19, says: ‘‘The English brig Fairline, now lying at this port, has taken
forty bales of clothing, blankets, supplies and the like, marked C, and numbered from one
to twenty ; eight large guns, weighing eight and a half tons, each with equipment or fixtures ;
a quantity of small-arms, and a large quantity of shot and shells suitable and no doubt in-
tended for the guns; also enough coal to supply a large steamer. The shot and shell are
computed to weigh one hundred tons. The vessel is ostensibly entered for Rio de Janeiro,
but the crew say she is to go actually to Lisbon. There can be no doubt but these guns
and supplies are intended for a war steamer, and most probably the Stonewall. The crew of
the Fairline was shipped yesterday, but it is not probable that she will sail before Wednes-
day.”

%n another letter, dated March 21, the consul says: ‘I wrote you on Sunday last about
the schooner Delgada taking anchors and cable for two steamers at Ferrol. I learn this
morning that the Delgada had proved too small, and that the schooner Merton Castle is to
be substituted in her place. The captain of the former told one of my men that a part of the
anchors and cables, together with the stores, were forthe rebel iron-clad Stonewall, now at
Ferrol. She is to take ten large anchors and two hundred fathoms of large and heavy chain
cable. * = * * * The Inglish brig Fairline, in command of Captain Savage, men-
tioned in my last letter, cleared and sailed this morning for Lisbon.”

The evidence of & collusive intention to outrage the territory of his Majesty and the ob-
ligations of the public law are too clear to admit of any reasonable doubt, asis also the design
of this audacious conspiracy to wage a piratical warfare against citizens and commerce of
the United States.

I have reason to know, positively, that the Stonewall has entered this port to obtain a large
stock of coals and provisions, and with a view of increasing her hostile equipment by enlist-
ing seamen and firemen. Such proceedings are forbidden by the royal proclamation of July
29, 1861, by good faith, and by the law of nations applicable to the existing circumstances,

It becomes my duty, therefore, to ask in the name of the United States—

1st. That his Majesty’s government will immediately adopt the necessary measures by
which this piratical vessel, now flaunting in an insulting manner, a flag not recognized by
any nation, shall forthwith leave the port.

2d. That no supplies of coal shall be allowed.

3d. That all enlistments of seamen, firemen, or others, shall be strietly prohibited.

The urgency of this occasion is such as to admit of no delay, and therefore I permit myself to
hope that the decisions of his Majesty’s government will be made known in sufficient time
to be telegraphed to-morrow, so as to be forwarded to the United States by the Liverpool
packet of Wednesday, the 29th instant.

If supplies and enlistments are in_any way permitted here or elsewhere within Portuguese
jurisdiction, the government of the United States will be constrained to accept such a pro-
ceeding as a most unfriendly act, and to claim the fullest indemnity for every species of
depredation that may be committed by this pirate.

I avail myself of this occasion to renew the assurances of my most distinguished consider-
ation.

JAMES E. HARVEY.
His Excellency the DUKE DE LOULE,
Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
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B.
Mr. Dudley to Mr. Harvey.

UNITED STATES CONSULATE, TOWER BUILDING,
South Water street, Liverpool, March 19, 1865,

DEAR Sir: The English brig Fairline, now lying at this port, has taken forty bales o
clothing, blankets, supplies, &c., marked C, and numbered from one to twenty ; eight large
guns, weighing eight and a half tons each, with equipment or fixtures; a quantity of small-
arms, and a large quantity of shot and shells suitable and no doubt intended for these guuns,
and enough coal to supply such a steamer as the Alabama. . The shot and shell are computed
to weigh one hundred tons. The vesselis entered for Rio de Janeiro, but the men say sheis to
go to Lisbon. There can be ne doubt but what these guns and supplies are intended for some
war steamer. There is everything to fit her out fora cruise. I fear they are intended for some
piratical craft to destroy our commerce. Her crew were shipped yesterday, but it is not
probable that she will sail before Wednesday. It would be well to ‘communicate this infor-
mation at once to our consuls in the islands, and to tell them to keep a lookout for the suspi-
cious steamers. -

Very respectfully yours, &e., &e.,

THOMAS H. DUDLEY.
Hon. JAMES E. HARVEY.

N. B.—The schooner Delgada has taken ten large anchors and chains for steamers, as she
says, now at Ferrol, in Spain, '

C.

Mr. Dudley to Mr. flarvey.

UNITED STATES CONSULATE, TOWER BuILDING,
South Water street, Liverpool, March 21, 1865.

SIR : I wrote you on Sunday last about the English schooner Delgada taking anchors and
cable for two steamers at Ferrol. I learn this morning that the Delgada has proved to-be too
small, and that the schooner Merton Castle is to be substituted in her place. The captain of
the former vessel told one of my men that a part of the anchors and cable, together with the
stores, were for the rebel iron-clad Stonewall, now at Ferro;, and that another vessel was to
be there, to which the balance is to be transferred. I learn from other sources that this is
true. She will sail, so far as I learn, on purpose to supply this vessel and some other rebel
vessels which she is to meet. She is to take ten large anchors and two hundred fathoms of
large and heavy chain cable. I infer from what the captain says, as well as from the quan-
tity of anchors and cable, that there is another iron-clad somewhere afloat intended for the
rebels. The English brig Fairline, in command of Captain Savage, also mentioned in my
letter of Sunday last, cleared and sailed this morning for Lisbon. She has eight large guns,
with equipments, fixtures, &c., each weighing eight and a half tons—I think one-hundred-
pounders—and about fifty cases of clothing, small-arms, and supplies; one hundred tons
of shot and shell intended for the guns, and a quantity of coal, all intended for some war ves-
sel. The man who had the charge of shipping them told one of my men they were for the
Spanish government. _If this is so, why do they clear her for Lisbon? From what- I learn
from outside sources, I think they are intended for some piratical vessel built in Europe for
the confederates. I have but little doubt about it. Look out for her, and inform our consuls
at all seaport towns.

T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS H. DUDLEY.
Hon. JamBs E. HARVEY.

D.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Adams.
[Telegram.—Lisbon, March 28, 1865. ]

Hon. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, American Minister, London :

Please inform department immediately that cruise Stonewall arrived here Sunday evening,
and left this morning, ordered out by government on my application. Niagara and Sac-
ramento arxived last evening, and remain temporarily on special and important service.

JAMES E. HARVEY.
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E.

Duke de Loulé to Mr. Harvey.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
March 28, 1865.

I received the note which you were pleased to address me under yesterday’s date, regarding
the entry in this port of the steamer Stonewall, wherein, after sundry considerations on this
occurrence, you make the following requests: -

1. That his Majesty’s government shall immediately take the necessary steps to order that
vessel away. :

2. That she be not allowed to receive supplies of coal. '

3. That the enlistment of seamen, firemen, or any other individuals be prevented.

In reply, I'have thehonor of informing you that, so soon as his Majesty’s government was
made aware of the arrival of said vessel, and that the cause thereof was the want of coal, intima-
tion was given to the respective commander that, on completing his supply, and within twenty-
four hours, he should proceed to sea. Said term expired this afternoon. On perceiving this
morning that the vessel was still at her anchorage, a naval officer was sent on board to ascer-
tain the reason why she had delayed her starting. The said officer, on his return, stated that
if the Stonewall had not started within the prescribed time, it was owing to her not havin
taken in all the coal, and that there being to-day a strong current, the commander was afrai
that a slight derangement in his capstan might prevent his weighing anchor; and the latter
further declared that as soon as the current might diminish its intensity he would quit the
port, and this he effected about 10.50 a. m.

Regarding the supply of coal, against which you insist, allow me to observe that the vessel -
being a steamer, his Majesty’s government could not avoid, with good foundation, that she
should be provided with that article, for the same reason that it could not deny to any sailing
vessel in a dismantled state to provide itself with the needful sails. In reply to your third
request, and to what you say regarding the English brig Fairline and the schooner Merton
Castle, which were about sailing for Lisbon with munitions of war, chains, and anchors, sup-
posed to be destined for the Stonewall, I hasten to assure you that his Majesty’s government,
having greatly at heart not to give any motive which might alter the friendly relations and
the good harmony which happily subsists between Portugal-and the United States, has not
hesitated in adopting all necessary measures, through the departments of marine, interior,
and finance, to put a stop to all such plans.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew the assurances of my most distinguished con-

sideration.
DUKE DE LOULE.
JAMES E. HARVEY, Esq., &ec., &c., &c.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 328.] LreaTiON oF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, March 31, 1865.

Sir: The enclosed copy of a note which I had occasion to address to the
Duke de Loulé on the 29th instant, and the papers which accompany it; will
bringto your notice a vexatious incident, which has excited much interest and feel-
ing in this community. It is not necessary now to repeat the details, since the
complete history of the case is related in the note to the minister of foreign affairs.
It may be observed, however, that no moral doubt was entertained that the of-
fence complained of originated in the inexcusable mistake or excessive zeal of
the imprudent officer in command of Belem castle, which, though bearing a
very imposing name, is really little more than a beautiful architectural ornament
to the harbor, and of no consequence in a military point of view. 4

The government of his Majesty served no notice of any kind upon me, apply-
ing to our ships what is known as the 24-hour rule, and I feel authorized to state,
from that fact and others, that there wasno intention on the part of the responsible
authorities to impose any such restraint upon their movements. |

In the midst of the confusion and alarm which prevailed during the presence
of the Stonewall in port, and the apprehension that a collision might occur in-
the Tagus, verbal orders were probably passed among military officers, without
definite instructions from their superiors, which led to this untoward circumstance ;

8pg**
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still the event was of itself of a character which could not be passed by in silence,
and, after a lapse of 24 hours, I addressed the Duke de Loulé in such terms as
seemed to be appropriate to the occasion, keeping in view the propriety of a
dignified calmness, and not forgetting that our own government had been recently
compromised by a similar indiscretion. That note was not delivered in point of
fact at the Foreign Office until yesterday at 12.20 p. m., and was sent from there to
theroyal palace of the Ajuda, where the Dukede Loulé was attending the King in
a council of ministers. It was kept back in order that there might be no ap-
pearance of precipitancy, and in the hope that the government would anticipate
the necessity of any communication whatever.
. At the usual audience of the diplomatic body later in the afternoon of yester-
day, the Duke de Loulé stated to several of my colleagues that he was gratified
with the moderation and tone of my representation, and that he would respond
to it by ample reparation for the wrong. I permit myself to hope that this
proceeding may merit the approval of the department.
The shots which struck the Niagara did not inflict the least injury, or I should
have required the repairs to have been made. ’
I have ‘the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.
Hon. WiLLiamM H. SEwaRrD,
: Secretary of State.

No. 1
Commodore Craven to Mr. Harvey.

UNITED STATES FRIGATE NIAGARA,
. Lisbon, March 28, 1865.

S1rR: With the object of shifting her berth further upthe river, so as to be nearer the usual
landing straits, at about 3. 15 p. m., the Niagara was got under way with a regulaﬂy authorized
Portuguese pilot on board, and was about being turned head ¢ up stream,” when three shots
were fired in rapid succession directly at her from Castle Belem. Supposing that the officer
commanding the fort might have been under the impression that I was in the act of following
the pirate Stonewall out to sea, and had fired those guns asa warning not to proceed, I im-
mediately ordered our flag to be dipped, or hauled part way down, a signal that his warning
was understood and that I did not intend to pass t}ge fort.

But, to my astonishment, so soon as those guns could be reloaded, they were again fired at
my ship, and this too when my flag was at half-mast and the ship’s head being rapidly turned up
stream. The firing having been ceased for some few minutes, my flag was run up to its place at
the * peak,”” when almost immediately a third volley of three shots was fired at us. At the
moment this last round was fired at us the port quarter of the Niagara was presented to the
castle,,and no one but an idiot could have imagined for a moment that there was any appearance
of intention on my part to quit the port. .

The officer who perpetrated this gross outrage upon our flag cannot invent the least possible
excuse for his conduct, and I feel that I have only to submit this statement for your considera-
tion, in order that the whole case may be presented to the Portuguese government.

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
THOMAS T. CRAVEN.

Hon. JAMES E. HARVEY,

’ Minister Resident of the United States of America at Lisbon.

No. 2.
Mr. Ivens to Mr. Munro.

Rua DA EMENDA, March 29, 1865.
MY DEAR SiR: Inreply to your request to be informed of anything I know regarding the
affair between the United States ship Niagara and Belem castle, I beg to say that I went .
on board said steamer between 3 and 4 o’clock yesterday afternoon with my two sons, for the pur-
pose of ascertaining what coals she might require; when I spoke to Mr. Roberts, the chief
engineer, he told me that he could only state the quantity exactly, whenshe got to her anchorage
near the city; and as she was then under steam, and about to leave her moorings, he told us
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we had better get into our boat at once, which we did. I then steered for the Sacramento,
and after a few minutes I heard a gun, followed immediately by another, and looking round
I saw a shot or two strike the water, and in a short time two or three, or more, one of which
ia,ssed the Niagara and struck on the shore, on the south side, near Porto Brandao, or the

azaretto, when the Niagara’s head was that way far over on the south side, viz., her head
and stern across the river; this was the last shot I'saw fired. :

I must mention also that at the second or third shot the Niagara dipped her colors ; I must
also state that, as the tide was coming in, her head was necessarily turned down river, there-
fore she could not make the turn without steaming a little way ahead.

I remain, my dear sir, faithfully yours,
ARTHUR H. IVENS.
CHARLES MUNRO, Esq.

No. 3.

Mr. Tufuell et al. to Mr. Harvey.

) : LisBoN, March 29, 1865.
Sm: In compliance with your request, we have to state that we were visiting the castle
of Belem yesterday afternoon about 3 o’clock, when suddenly a shotted gun was fired at the
United States ship-of-war Niagara which was then in motion, and immediately after three
others were discharged in quick succession. Meanwhile the Niagara was plainly turning to-
wards the city, and after her bow was pointed in that direction, two other guns were fired at

her. .
‘WILLIAM TUFNELL, London.
AUGUST ARNAUD, 48 Boulevard Picalle, Paris.
GEORGE W. WURTS, of Philadelphia.
Attaché a la Legation des Etats Unis a Madrid.
His Excellency JAMES E. HARVEY,
BMlinister Resident of the United States at Lisbon.

Mr. Harvey to Count de Loulé

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
: Lisbon, March 29, 1865.

Sir: The unpleasant duty is imposed upon me of bringing to the attention of his Majesty’s
government an event.which is officially reported by the letter of Commodore Craven, com-
municated herewith, (marked No. 1,) and which, unexplained, assumes the nature of an act
of war on the part of the Portugese against the United States, without notice, cause or pro="
vocation of any sort. The facts of this case are so extraordinary that it is difficult to believe
they could have occurred in a community governed by the laws and usages of civilized
society. .

Tbg, United States steamers Niagara and Sacramento a=rived in this port on Monday afiernoon,
theR7thinstant, and upon entering the harbor were verbally requested by some officer claiming
to represent the naval authorities to anchor near Belem, as much anxiety and apprehension
were entertained, owing to the presence in the Tagus of the piratical cruiser Stonewall.
Although that request involved considerable inconvenience, and was in no manner obligatory,
it was at once respected and obeyed.

The two ships remained off Belem until about three o’clock yesterday afternoon, some
five hours after the departure of the Stonewall. Commodore Craven then ordered them to
be moved to the usual place of mooring of vessels-of-war, which is more convenient for in-
tercourse with the city. ~The Niagara was under the charge of a regularly licensed Portuguese

“pilot in making this change of position; and he alone directed her movements. As soonas the
ship got under way to be turned, Belem castle discharged three shotted guns in quick succes-
sion directly at the Niagara, without previous warning of any kind. As Commodore Craven
supposed that this hostile and unwarrantable act proceeded from some misapprehension on
the part of the officer commanding at Belem, the flag of the Niagara was immediately
dipped or hauled partly down, a signal which is universally understood to express submission
to the governing authority. The guns were reloaded and fired in flagrant disregard of this
token. = The national flag of the United States was then hoisted at the peak, and while the
bow of the ship was actually turned to the city, the guns of the castle again opened fire.
These proceedings were witnessed by numbers of persons and are verified in detail by the
statements marked Nos.  and 3, which accompany this note.

Three of the shots struck the Niagara at different parts of the ship, and if no life was
sacrificed, it was not because the gunners at Belem castle did not do their best regardless of
consequences. If the Niagara did not respond to this warlike demonstration, as she was,
and is still, entitled to do, it may be attributed to the singular prudence and forbearance of
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Commodore Craven, who with becoming humanity wished to avoid the effusion of blood,
and to spare innocent persons from the penalty which they would have inevitably shared
with the authors of this crime, if the broadside of the Niagara had been once opened upon
Castle Belem. A state of actual war would have then been inaugurated, the consequences
of which I do not permit myself to contemplate.

It is assumed with entire confidence that his Majesty’s government has in no way author-
ized or sanctioned the acts which are now presented to notice, though it is not easy to recon-
cile the fact of a military officer at all competent to command a post proceeding to such
violent extremities without the knowledge or consent of his government, But whether that
officer acted with or without instructions, the actual responsibility is the same, though the
moral aspect of it may be modified by explanation.

The facts of the case admit of no dispute, and of no extenuation, whether the plea be
misapprehension, hot zeal, orignorance of duty. Theamicable relations between governments
and the grave questions of peace and waf“are too momentous in themselves to be com-
mitted to the keeping of a caprice, passion, prejudice or partiality.

The conviction is entertained that his-Majesty’s government will regard this matter in the
only light that it can be viewed with due respect to legal and moral obligations, and will be
glad of the opportunity to disavow at once all responsibility for the wrong, accompanied by
proper_acknowledgment and atonement, to require the flag of the United States to be
saluted in form with a national salute by Belem castle, and the national fortifications and
ships in harbor at a day and hour to be named for that purpose, and to visit the officer who
directed the firing upon the Niagara with the most exemplary punishment.

As it is desirable for both parties that a question of this character should not be allowed
to hang in suspense, and as there is no necessity or reason for discussion since the proof is
conclusive, the hope is indulged that his Majesty’s government will find it convenient to
signify its pleasure within forty-eight hours after the delivery of this note, in order that the
decision may be made known to my government, by the British packet which can be inter-
cepted in Ireland on Sunday next by the telegraph.

In closing this communication, I beg to assure your excellency of a sincere and earnest
desire on my part to avoid any and every form of complication, end to strengthen friendly
relations between the two countries in the most enduring manner. .

I avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate the sentiments of my highest consideration

and respect. -
JAMES E. HARVEY.

His excellency the DUKE DE LOULE,
Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

My, Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 331] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
- Lisbon, April 7, 1865.

Sir: I bave now the honor to communicate a copy of the note of the Duke
de Loulé in reply to the representation regarding the indignity and violence
offered to the United States steamer Niagara, by the governor of Belem castle,
on the 28th of March, and of my acknowledgment and acceptance of the same.

Tt should be stated in this connexion that the flag of the United States was
raised above the main tower of Belem castle yesterday at noon, and formally
saluted with twenty-one guns. The Niagara returned the salute as an act of
courtesy. This was the first occasion upon which the flag of a foreign nation
ever floated over the tower of Belem, it being reserved exclusively for the royal
standard. A flagstaff is erected upon the lower part of the castle for salutes of
ceremony.

T have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WirLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

The Duke de Loulé to Mr. Harvey.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
March 31, 1865.

T received yes.terday the note which you were pleased to address to me under date of the
20th instant, calling attention of his Majesty’s government to the disagreeable occurrence
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which on the previous day had taken place with the United States ships Niagara and Sacra-
mento.

You observe—

1. That these two vessels having entered the port of this capital on Monday, the 29th in-
stant, it was virtually requested of them by a naval officer, in the name of the respective
authority, that they would anchor near Belem, seeing there existed apprehensions and fears
owing to the steamer Stonewall being then in the Tagus, a request which Commodore Craven
respected and obeyed, notwithstanding that it implied great inconvenience, and was not in
any way obligatory.

2. That both vessels remained at the point thus indicated to them until near 3 p. m. of the
day before yesterday, near five hours after the starting of the Stonewall, the said commodore
issuing then his orders to weigh anchor and proceed to the usual mooring ground of men-
of-war, which is less inconvenient for communicating with the shore; but that as soon as
the Niagara commenced moving, so as to turn round, three shots in succession were fired
directly at her, without any previous warning of any kind from Belem fort. :

3. That Commodore Craven, supposing this hostile and unjustifiable act to proceed from
some misapprehension on the part of the commander of the tower, immediately lowered his
flag as a signal universally acknowledged to express submission to the constituted authority ;
but that, notwithstanding, they continued to fire on him in flagrant disregard of said signal;
and that hoisting then the national flag of the United States at the peak, and when the bows
of the Niagara were already turned towards the city, the firing was continued, three of the
shots striking that ship in different points.

You add that you have full faith in the fact that his Majesty’s government in no way au-
thorized or sanctioned the acts to which your said note refers, but that whether said officer
acted under instructions or not the responsibility is all alike, however much its moral aspect
may be modified by means of explanations ; -and you conclude by declaring that you confide
in his Majesty’s government that it will not deny that prompt and complete reparation which
may be due, and will hasten to make known its disapproval of the conduct of whosoever may
have thwarted its good intentions, and have offended the flag of the United States.

Taking into due consideration all that you have exposed, and assuring you that his
Majesty’s government preserves unaltered its desire to maintain and streng?hen every day
more ‘and more its friendly relations with the United States, it is my duty to add that the
facts treated of in the note you were pleased to address to me yesterday shall not put a stop
to this desire in presence of the following frank and loyal reply :

With respect to the firstof the three above-mentioned points, it is my duty to say that in
Portugal, as in all other civilized countries, it is the exclusive attribute of the national au-
thority to regulate the police of its ports in such manner as may be judged most convenient.

To Commodore Craven were indicated, by the competent authority, the points in the Ta-
gus where the two men-of-war, Niagara and Sacramento, should anchor. On this occasion
Commodore Craven did not manifest the slightest wish to select any other anchorage, and
nobody could have supposed that he did not consMer as obligatory in the port of Lisbon that
which is so in all other military ports. Further, if Commodore Craven entertained any
doubts on this head it would have been natural for him to have requested information thereon
from the authority who communicated to him said information, but no information was asked
for, which shows that the point indicated and accepted as anchorage was considered obliga-
tory. .

With regard to the second point, it occurrs to me to say that the authority who trans-
mitted to Commodore Craven the indication as to the anchorage ground, informed him at the
same time that the Niagara and Sacramento, having entered the port of Lisbon, should not
leave until after the lapse of twenty-four hours trom the starting of the Stonewall, which was
then in the Tagus waters.

Five hours had not yet elapsed since the Stonewall had weighed anchor and quitted the
p};)rté when the Niagara and Sacramento began to move, keeping their bows turned towards
the bar.

The Niagara gradually approached the tower of Belem, and always with her bows in the
same direction. .

Notwithstanding that this vessel had anchored near the Portugese corvette Sagores, whence
had emanated the above-mentioned communications, Commodore Craven did not intimate
either to the corvette or to the competent authorities the movement which he intended to
execute. It must be further added, that if the Niagara had kept her moorings for a very
short time longer, the turn of the tide to the ebb would have placed her in a position to pro-
ceed to the new anchorage grounds, and to avoid the movements which gave rise to the
shots from Belem tower.

Through this concurrence of circumstances it was to be supposed that the movements of
the United States ships indicated the purpose of quitting the port of Lisbon.

I must call your attention very particularly to this point, because, if Commodore Craven
had manifested his desire to change his anchorage, the authorities would not have opposed
then‘liseéves to the carrying out of his wish, and all the subsequent events would have been
avoided.

With reference to the last part of your note, I must bring under your consideration that
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in conformity with international rights, his Majesty’s government could not, and ought not,
to abstain from its duty of issuing the necessary orders to prevent, by every means, the sail-
ing of the Niagara and Sacramento before the stipulated time.

In consequence of the first movement of the Niagara it became the duty of the governor
of Belem tower to order the firing so long as the s%ip did not indicate that her movements
had not for their object the quitting of the port of Lisbon, but immediately that Commodore
Craven showed that he had not such an intention, and hastened to make a signal indicating
submigsion to the warning given him, the governor of Belem tower ought immediately to
have ceased firing.

" This did not happen, as the firing still continued after the Niagara had changed her direc-
tion, and receiving the last shot when she was already steering with her bows turned towards
" the city of Lisbon. . ' .

Commodore Craven’s prudence displayed in this last period is worthy of praise.

‘With that frankness and loyalty which guide the conduct of his Majesty’s government,
and from which it never swerves, it is my duty to declare to you that the shots fired from the
tower of Belem subsequently to the moment in which the Niagara lowered her flag consti-
tutes a fact which his Majesty’s government deeply deplores—a fact which was completely
independent of its will, and which is deserving of its disapproval ; the conduct of the gov-
ernor of Belem tower, who went beyond the instructions communicated to him, being in this
part worthy of reprimand. .

Under these circumstances his Majesty’s government considers that a reparation is due fo
the United States, and in conformity the governor of Belem tower shall be dismissed without
delay ; his dismissal shall be published in the first order of the day of the army, and subse-
quently in the Diario.

This categorical explanation precludes any idea that, on the part of his Majesty’s govern-
ment there existed the remotest intention of offence to the flag of the United States.

But a very short time ago, in its conduct towards the Stonewall, did his Majesty’s gov-
ernment, give evident proof to the United States of how much it has at heart the acting with
justice and loyalty.

In virtue of the foregoing considerations his Majesty’s government thinks that no doubt
can exist regarding the sentiments which have always animated it in continuing in good and
amicable relations with the United States, and which it .desires to strengthen more and more.

I avail of this opportunity to renew the assurances of my most distinguished consideration.

¢ DUQUE DE LOULE.
JaMES E, HArvVEY, Esq., &c., &c., &e.

Mvr. Harvey to the Duke de Loulé.

] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,

) Lisbon, April 6, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 31st March, and to
say that the explanations and reparation made for an act of unjustifiable violence towards the
United States steamer Niagara are accepted, though it would have been more agreeable to my
government if they had come spontaneously and without the necessity of an official repre-
sentation, since the facts were notorious to the whole public, and their serious character
demanded a prompt and thorough investigation by his Majesty's government. The privilege
is reserved for another occasion of demonstrating, as can be done without the least difficulty,
that the views advanced by his Majesty’s government, in regard to the international rights .
involved in this question, are in conflict with all the accepted principles of public law as
applied to the status of Portugal.

And it is my duty to add, that when your excellency assumes that, **in consequence of the
first movements of the-Niagara, it became the duty of the governor of Belem Tower to order
the firing so long as the ship did not indicate that Ler movements had not for their object the
quitting of the port of Lishon,” a grave responsibility is accepted, and a doctrine is as-
serted, which, with less moderation and prudence than were manifested on that particular
occasion by Commodore Craven, might have provoked a very different state of facts from
that which now happily exists; for, Bad it been understood that his Majesty’s government
considered the governor of Belem in ‘“duty’ bound to fire shotted guns at- a ship-of-war of
‘the United States without warning, precaution, or injury of any kind, it is quite sure that
those shots would not have been accepted as evidence of the friendly assurances which have
been protested so strongly. On the high seas when a ship-of-war desires to examine a sus-
picious vessel a blank cartridge is fired as the first notification of the intended purpose. If
that notice be disregarded, then .at least one and sometimes two shotted guns are discharged
across the bows, and, as a last alternative, a shot may be fired at the hull. = The practice of all
civilized nations has sanctified this usage as law. If this be the rule for the sea, how much
more ought it to be the rule inside harbors, and especially towards the ships-of-war of friendly
nations, having rights to claim and responsibility to protect them against unworthy suspicion ?

As a mere matter of practice the firing of shotted guns is forbidden as a mode of warning
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even when there is good reason to suppose a meditated wrong; and, in the case of the
Niagara, taking in view the position which Portugal and the United States occupy towards
each other under the law of nations, that firing would be an-act of deliberate and flagrant
war according to the doctrine described as a ‘‘duty” by his Majesty’s government in the
paragraph already cited from your excellency’s note. ) :

The complete power of his Majesty’s government to regulate the police of the ports of the
kingdom has in no mannerbeen questioned. That power is a natural attribute of sovereignty,
but police regulations may not discriminate partially and to the prejudice of friendly na-
tions. Ships-of-war of the United States do not enter Portuguese ports upon mere sufferance,
subject to the caprice, convenience, or orders of local subordinates. They come clothed with
the rights guaranteed by treaty and by the public law, which are fully reciprocated on the
part of the United States. They carry with them wherever they go the ensign of nationality,
and represent the dignity and honor of a government which respects the rights of others, and
is competent to maintain its own. Those ships-of-war are specially instructed to manifest,
and have always shown, the utmost respect and courtesy towards the authorities of her
Majesty’s government, giving a most signal proof of that disposition in the very case under
consideration, by accepting and obeying the verbal request of an unknown subordinate to
anchor at Belem, in the presence of the fact that a pirate or privateer was allowed to proceed
without objection or restriction to the anchorage assigned to regular vessels-of-war. The
United States claim the same privileges that are conceded to other nations in this respect, and
when they involve indisputable rights they will be asserted. .

I permit myself to hope that measures will be taken to prevent the recurrence of any such
incident as that which has recently engaged attention, because it is not always possible to
assure the same calm demeanor in presence of such great and serious provocation.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew the assurances of my most distinguished

consideration. .
JAMES E. HARVEY.
His Excellency the DUKE DE LOULE,

Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Harvey.

No. 170.] . DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, April 22, 1865.
Sir: Your despatches Nos. 325, 326, 327, and 328, dated respectively March
12, March 18, March 28, and March 31, have been received. Nos. 326, 327, and
328 have been submitted for perusal to the Secretary of the Navy. Your pro-
ceedings relative to the rebel ram Stonewall and the firing upon the United
States frigate Niagara from Castle Belem are approved.
I am, sir, your obedient servant, '
. WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
James E. Harvey, Esq., §c., §c., Lisbon.

Myr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 335.] * LecATiON oF THE UNITED STATES,
' - Lusbon, April 28, 1865.
Sir: I communicate herewith the copy of a note which I addressed to the
Cotint de Avila on'the subject of the recent royal decree regarding the admis-
sion of cereals into the ports of this kingdom, which decree affects injuriously
the interests and the rights of the United States under the treaty with Portugal.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, ~
* JAMES E. HARVEY.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD, | : .
Secretary of State.
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Mr. Harvey to the Count de Avila.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,

Lisbon, Aprit 26, 1865.
- 'BIR: A royal decree, issued under date of the 11th instant, and countersigned by the late
ministry, assumes to establish provisionally the rates of duty that shall be paid in this king-
dom for the admission of various cereals, discriminating between ports on’ the sea and what
are called portos seccos—dry ports. This diserimination not only draws invidious discrimina-
tion between countries standing upon the same footing by commercial treaties with Portugal,
but it does so with a prejudice on the one side and a partiality on the other that are inconsist-
ent with those obligations.

For example, a duty of six hundred reis per hundred kilogrammes is imposed on wheat in
%ra.in and eight hundred reis on wheat in flour in the sea-ports, while but two-hundred and

our hundred reis, resEectively, are imposed on the same articles in the dry ports. It is

very well known that the only dry ports are those along the Spanish frontier, which are wholly
inaccessible to all other nations, and consequently the effect of the decree in its existing form
is to give a preference to the productions of Spain, at the expense of other countries enjoying
the same rights.

Article three of treaty between Portugal and the United States declares as follows :

¢ No higher or other duties shall be imposed on the importation into the kingdom and pos-
sessions o% Portugal of any article the growth, product, or manufacture of the United States
of America, and no higher or other duties shall be imposed on the importation into the United
States of America of any article the growth, product, or manufacture of the kingdom and
‘possessions of Portugal, than such as are, or shall be, payable on the like article, being the
growth, product, or manufacture of any other foreign country.”

It has been shown that the terms of the decree are in conflict with the article of the treaty
by a large discrimination in favor of Spanish grains and flour, to the injury of those of other
countries.

At this time there are, at least, ten American ships at Porto loaded with grain, the growth
and product of the United States, and others are daily expected to arrive here and there.

Those cargoes are not fairly subject to the prejudicial distinction which the decree assumes
to make for the exclusive advantage of one nation over all others, and, therefore, this repre-
sentation is now made in the expectation and belief that his Majesty’s government will take
immediate measures to correct an error so manifest in itself, so urgent in its operation, and
50 violative of the spirit of the treaty.

The hope is entertained, inasmuch as there are large interests at stake and an important
commerce may be seriously affected, that this matter may at once engage attention. The
cargoes in question will not be discharged from the ships until the decision of his Majesty’s
government is known.

I avail myself of this occasion to renew the assurances of my most distinguished consider-

ation,
: . JAMES E. HARVEY.
His Excellency the COUNT DE AVILA,
Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 336.] LecaTion oF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, April 28, 1865.

Sir: Mr. Adams telegraphed me last night from London the terrible news of
the assassination of President Lincoln, and of the atrocious attempt upon the
life of Mr. Seward on the same evening—the result of which ‘is not yet known
here—by the hand of another assassin. These events have excited the pro-
foundest emotions in all the circles of Lisbon, and have called out general and
particular expressions of sympathy and respect from the government, the diplo-
matic body, and the community.
I do not trust myself to speak of this great crime at a moment of mingled
sorrow and prostration, but I may be allowed to say, that after the grief natu-
ral to such an occasion, the sehse of humiliation at the thought that an atrocity
so awful could by possibility be perpetrated in a country like ours is that which
most masters and overwhelms me. _

Christian charity may, with the blessing of God, teach us to bow down be-
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fore this stern trial, but the stain which it inflicts cannot soon be wiped out from
a name heretofore untarnished by any such act of infamy.

If there was anything wanting to complete the fame of Mr. Lincoln, it may
be found in the crown of martyrdom with which an eventful career in a most
eventful epoch has been closed, to the regret of a whole people who shared his
convictions, honored his virtues, and lamented his taking off.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of Stage.

Myr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 3837.] ) LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, May 8, 1865.

Sigr : I have had the honor to receive your No. 169, with the proclamations
referred to therein.

Attention is specially called to the one which very properly prescribes that
the measures of hospitality which foreign nations may extend to national ships
of the United States shall be reciprocated by the United States to the ships-of-
war of those nations. ‘

No exception can be taken to a rule so just in itself, and so necessary to the
dignity and position of our government before the world.

1 am proud to say that no diplomatic action will be needed here in regard to
this particular instruction. Portugal never declared neutrality during the war
now happily terminated, and never conceded belligerent rights to communities
which revolted against the constituted authority in the United States. Our
ships-of-war have used these ports with the same freedom and entire absence of
restriction as their own, and have been welcomed with a generous and friendly
hospitality throughout.

Efforts were made at the outset of our sad- struggle to induce his Majesty’s
government to adopt the policy and the proclamations of the principal powers,
but it declined to go beyond the declaration of the treaty of Paris, of 1856, pro-
hibiting the equipment of privateers, and the sale of prizes made by such ves-
sels. And the royal proclamation to that effect was made at my own instance,
and with an object which has served an important purpose.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

‘ JAMES E. HARVEY.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, ‘
Secretary of State.

Mr. Harveg/ to Mr. Seward.

No. 338.] Lecarion oF THE UNITED STATES,
- Lisbon, May 11, 1865.

Sir: The papers herewith enclosed will bring to your view the proceedings
of the Cortes in regard to the recent melancholy event which has so much
shocked the civilized world. , ,

The note of the minister of foreign affairs only communicates the action of
the chamber of deputies, because the motion in that body specially required it
to be done, while that in the peers did not do so. I have thought it begt, how-
ever, to send a translated copy of the full proceedings in both branches of the
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Cortes, in order that their spirit may be the better appreciated. The tardy
publication of the official journal does not permit at this time (on the eve of the
departure of the mails) such a translation as I desired to furnish, but the gen-
eral tone of the speeches is fairly reported. That of Mr. Rebello da Silva, in
the peers, was remarkably eloquent and touching, and has received very im-
perfect justice at the hands of the translator. In the pressure of the moment
it has been found impracticable to translate one of the addresses, which is com-
municated in the original.

It seemed to me only becoming to make an acknowledgment of the note of
the chamber of deputies, and I beg to enclase a copy of my letter to that effect.

Every manifestation of respect to the memory of the late President Lincoln
which could be expected or desired has been made by this government and people,
both in an official and in a private manner. His Majesty the King, immediately
upon being informed of the sad event, sent me the kindest words of sympathy and
regret. Ivery member of the government called in person to express similar
sentiments, and when our ships-of-war, the Niagara and Kearsarge, exhibited
the customary signs of mourning on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday last, the
Portuguese national ships not only united in a similar observance, but Castle
Belem also responded to all the salutes by order of the authorities, and without
any notice or request on our part.

-While upon this subject, I may be permitted to remark, as quite worthy of
notice, that the popular legislative bodies of the different states of Europe have
taken the initiative in nearly all the expressions of public sympathy. Such a
tribute was not only fitting in itself towards our Iamented President, but the
fact is significant of a mighty change and progress in ideas and usages, as it is
of a coming time in the near future when the peoples of Europe will claim the
right to assert those great principles of political -and personal liberty which
Abraham Lincoln illustrated so well, and for which he may be said to have even
made a sacrifice of his life.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
. JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, .
Secretary of State.

HOUSE OF PEERS,
Session of May 5, 1865.

Mr. REBELLO DA SiLva. Mr. Speaker, I desire to bring forward some considerations in
an affair which I deem of importance; my object is to present my reasons for the motion
which I shall presently introduce.

The house is aware, by official documents published in the foreign papers, that a criminal
event has plunged in grief and mourning a great nation on the other side of the Atlantic—
the powerful republic of the United States. )

Tge COUNT D’AVILA. I desire to speak on this incident on the part of the government.

Mr. REBELLO DA SILVA. President Abraham Lincoln has been assassinated in the theatre,
almost in the very arms of his wife !

The tperpetra,tion of this cruel act has caused profound pain in America and in every
court of Europe. Every-cabinet and every parliament have given vent to their deep feelings
on such a painful event. It behooves all civilized societies, it becomes almost the duty of
all constituted political bodies, to cause their manifestations to be accompanied by the sin-
cere expression of horror and profound pain with which they deplore acts so grave and crim-
inal. [Hear, hear.]

It very often happens, apparently through fatality or through the sublime disposition or
unfathomable mysteries of Providence, which'is the most Christian histori¢ law, that in the
life of nations as in that of individuals, after attaining the highest position ; after consummat-
ing the most eventful destiny, and even having reached the very highest steps in the scale of
human greatness, when the road appears suddenly easy and smoot%, when all clouds disap-
pear from the horizon and the brightest light enlivens every object around, it is then that an
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invisible hand raises itself up from darkness, that an occult and inexorable force arms itself
in silence, and brandishing the poignard of a Brutus, pointing the cannon of a Wellington,
or presenting the poisoned cup of the Asiatic kings, dashes down from the heights the trium-
phant and laurelled victor, and casts him at the foot of Pompey’s statue like Ceesar, at the
feet of exhausted fortune like Napoleon, at the feet of the Roman colossus like Hannibal.

The mission of all great men, of all heroes, who are looked upon almost as demigods,
while receiving, as they do, from above, that short-lived omnipotence which revolutionizes
society and transforms nations, fPa.sses away like the tempest’s blast in its fiery car, and
moments afterwards dashes itself against the eternal barriers of impossibility, those barriers
which none can go beyond, and where all the pride ‘of their ephemeral power is humbled
and reduced to dust. God alone is immutable and great.

Death strikes the blow, or ruin attains them in the height of their power, as an evidence
to all princes, conquerors, and nations, that their hour is but one, and short ; that their work
becomes weak, as all human work, from the moment that the luminous column which guided
them is extinguished and darkness overtakes them on their way ; the new road which they
have carved out, and whereby they expected to proceed undaunted and secure, have turned
into abysses where they have fallen and perished from the moment that the Most High num-
Dbered the days of their empire and their ambition. [Hear, hear. ] .
" This has been witnessed as a terrible example, as an admirable lesson, in the catastrophes
which have overtaken the most conspicuous men in history; and thus do we this day see the
recent pages of the annals of the powerful republic of the United States spotted with the
illustrious blood of one of its most remarkable citizens. )

At the close of the first four years of a government, during which war became his motto,
the President of the republic is suddenly struck down at the moment of his triumph, and
his now inanimate and paralyzed hands let fall those reins of administration which the force
and energy of his will, the co-operation of his countrymen, the prestige and sublimity of the
grand idea which he personified and defended, have immortalized with the acclamations of
millions of arms on the battle-fields and of voices in the popular elections. Re-elected, car- -
ried a second time on the popular bucklers to thes upreme administration of affairs at the mo-
ment when the ardor of a civil contest was subsiding, when the union of that immense
dilacerated body seemed to foreshadow the healing up of the wounds whence had gushed
forth for so many months and in such torrents the generous blood of - the free, almost in
the arms of victory, in the midst of that populace who loved him most, in the centre of
his popular court, he suddenly meets with death, and the bullet of an obscure fanatic closes
and seals up the golden volume of his destiny at the very hour when success promised &
new life and was welcoming peace with joyful acclamations. ) '

This is no king who disappears in the darkness of the tomb, burying with himself, like
unto Henry the 1Vth, the realization of great hopes. He is the chiet of a glorious people,
leaving a successor in every citizen who shared his ideas and who sympathized with his
noble and well-founded aspirations. It is not a purple-covered throne which has been cov-
ered with crape; it js the heart of a great empire which has been cast into mourning. That
cause of which he was the strenuous champion has not ceased to exist, but all weep at his
loss, in horror at the crime and the occasion, and for the éxpectations which his pure and
generous intentions had inspired.

Lincoln, a martyr to the prelific principle which he represented in power and in strife, now
belongs to history and to posterity. Like unto the name of Washington, whose example and
principles he followed, his own name shall be allied with the memorable era to which he
belonged and which he appreciated.

As the champion of freedom in America, Lincoln drew without hesitation the sword of
the republic, and with the point thereof erased from the code of a free people that anti-
social stigma, that blasphemy against human nature, the sad, shameful, infamous codicil of
antiquated societies, the dark and repugnant abuse of slavery, which Jesus Christ was the
first to condemn from the height of the cross when he proclaimed the equality of men before
God, and which nineteen centuries of a civilization enlightened by the Gospel has proseribed
and condemned as the opprobrium of these our present times. [Hear, hear.]

At the moment that he cast away the chains of an unfortunate race of men, and when he

‘contemplated millions of future citizens in the millions of emancipated men ; at the very

momeut that the echo of Grant’s victorious cannon proclaimed the emancipation of the soul,
of conscience, and of labor; when the lash was about to drop from the hand of the task-
master ; when the former hut of the slave was about to be converted into a home ; at the mo-
ment that the stars of the Union, bright and resplendent with the gladdening light of lib-
erty, waved triumphant over the fallen ramparts of Petersburg and Richmond, it is then
that the grave opens its jaws, and the strong and the powerful falls to rise no more. In the
midst of triumphs and acclamations a spectre appeared unto him, and, like that of Csesar
in the ides of March, said, Thou hast lived !

Far be it from me to enter into the appreciation of the civil questions which have disturbed
the brotherhood of the same family in America ; I am neither their judge nor their cen-
sor. I bow down to a principle, that of liberty, whenever I see it respected and upheld ; but
at the same time I have learned to love and cherish another, not less sacred and glorious,
the principle of independence. May the force of progress in our days bind again those who
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have been separated by differences of opinion, and may it reconcile the ideas which exist
in the heart, the aspirations, and in the desire of all generous-minded men.

In this warfare, the proportions of which have exceeded everything that has ever been
seen or heard of in Europe, the vanquished of to-day are worthy of the great race from which
they descend. Grant and Lee are two giants, whom history will in future respect in an
inseparable manner. But the hour of peace was perhaps about to strike, and Lincoln de-
sired it as the reward of his pains, as the.great result of summary sacrifices. After the
exhibition of strength comes toleration; after the bloody fury of battle comes the fraternal
embrace of citizens.

Such were his manifested intentions—these were the last and noble wishes which he had
formed. Aud at this very instant, perhaps the only one in which a noble mind is so power:
ful in doing good, and when the soul rises above whole legions as a pacificator, that the
hand of the assassin rises up in treachery and cuts off such mighty and noble purposes:
[Hear! Hear!] .

Were not the American nation a people grown old in the painfal strifes and experiences
of government, who is there that could foresee the fatal consequences of this sudden blow ?

Who knows but that, in such a case, the fiery torch of civil war, in all its horrible pomp
and terror, would spread itself to the furthermost Siates of the federation? But happily no
such calamity is to be apprehended. At the time that the press and public opinion have,
with justice and severity, condemned this event, and given expression to their horror at the -
fatal crime, sentiments and feelings which are common to the whole of Europe, they: pay
homage to the ideas of peace and conciliation just as if the great man who first involked
them %Ja.d not disappeared from the great scene of the world. And I purposely repeat the
expression great man, because, in truth, great is that man who, confiding alone in his own
merits, rises from profound obscurity to the greatest heights, like Napoleon, like Washing-
ton, like Lincoln. Who elevate themselves to the heights of power and of greatness, not
in virtue of the chances of birth or of a noble descent, but by the prestige of his own ac-
tions, by that nobility which begins and ends in themselves, and which is solely the work
of their own hands. = [Cheers ; hear, hear.]

The man who makes himself great and famous by his own acts and by his own genius is
more to be envied than he who was born among inherited escutcheons of nobility.

Lincoln belongs to that privileged race, to that aristocracy. In infancy his energetic soul
was tempered in poverty ; in youth, labor inspired him with the love of liberty and respect
for the rights of men. Up to the age of 22, educated in adversity, with his hands hardened
by honorable labor, while resting from the fatigues of daily toil, drinking in from the in-
spired pages of the Bible the lessons of the Gospel, and in the ephemeral leaves of the
public journals which the morning brings forth and the evening disperses, the first rudi-
ments of that instruction which is subsequently ripened by solitary meditation. Light
gradually and gently illuminated that soul. The wings with which it took its flight then
expanded and strengthened, the chrysalis felt one bright day the rays of the sun which
called it into life, it broke through its bonds, and rose up from its humble condition to those
luminous spheres where a higher destiny was awaiting its approach. The farmer, the
laborer, the shepherd, like Cincirinatus, abandoned his plough half buried in the earth, and
as a legislator in his native State, and subsequently in  the national Congress, he prepared
in the “public tribune to become one day the popular chief of many millions of people, the
defender of the whole principle which Wilberforce inaugurated. What strifes, what agitated
scenes, what a series of herculean works and incaleulable sacrifices are involved and repre-
sented by their glorious results in these four years of warfare and government!

Armies in the field, such as ancient history speaks not of ; immense battles, during which
the sun rises and sets two and three times before victory declares itself on either side.
Heavy marches, where thousands of victims, whole legions, cover with their dead every
foot of the conquered ground. Invasions, the daring and dangers whereof far surpass the
records of Attila and the Huns!

What awful obsequies for the scourge of slavery! What a terrible and salutary lesson
has this people, still rich and vigorous in youth, given to the timid scruples of ancient
Europe, now the battle-field of principles likewise sacred !

These were the beacons, the land-marks, which guided his grand career. If the sword’
was the instrument in his hands, yet liberty, inspiration, and the courage, which were the
outgrowth of his principles, were equally effective. Trampling down the thorns in his path,
guiding his steps amidst the tears and the blood of so many holocausts, he still lived to see
the promised land. He was not permitted to plant on that soil the auspicious olive branch
of peace and concord. When he was about to reunite the loosened bond of the Union,
when he was about to infuse into the body of his country the vivifying spirit of free institu-
tions, after collecting and reuniting its dispersed and bloody members; when the standard
of the republic, its funeral dirges ended, its agonies of pride and defeat silenced and sub-
sided, was about to rise again, and to spread its glorious folds over a reconciled people,
purified and cleansed from the stain of slavery, the great athlete tripped in the ring and
fell, thus proving that, after all, he was but mortal. [Hear, hear. Applause.]

I think this brief and hurried sketch is quite sufficient for the occasion. The chamber
being, by its nature, by duty, and by orgnizaton, not only the conservator, but the faith.-
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ful warden of traditions and principles, will not hesitate to take part in the demonstration
which the elective chamber has already adopted, thus following the example of all the en-
lightened parliaments of Europe. Silence, in the presence of such criminal attempts, can
only be maintained by such senates as are dumb and void of elevated sentiments and
aspirations. [Hear, hear.]

By voting the present motion the chamber of peers takes a part in the feelings of pain now
experienced by all civilized nations. The crime which has closed the career of Lineoln—
a martyr to the noble principles of which this epoch has reason to be proud—is almost, is
essentially, a regicide, and a monarchical country cannot but abhor and condemn it. The
descendants of those men who were the first in the 16th century to reveal to Europe the new
road which, across stormy and unknown seas, opened the gates of the eastern world, must
not be the last to bow down before the grave of a great citizen and a great magistrate, who
himself piloted his people through terrible tempests, and succeeded in leading them in
triumph over the fallen ramparts of slavery’s stronghold. Let each people and each era
have its task and its share of glory. Let each illustrious citizen have his crown of laurel,
or his civic crown. [Hear, hear. Applause.]

The MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, Count d’Avila. As a peer of the realm, he takes
art in this noble manifestation. As minister of the erown he had already done as much, in
is own name at first, when mere rumors were circulated that the crime had been committed ;

and again, after having received the order of his Majesty, as soon as no doubt, unfortunately,
existed on the subject, in order to show what were the sentiments of the Portuguese gov-
ernment.

" Mr. REBELLO DA SILVA. Mr. Speaker, I am rejoiced to hear the words of the minister of
finance and of foreign affairs. They give evidence that the government has acted in this
affair with that propriety and promptitude which its duty indicated, and which are inspired
by noble feelings. I shall now lay on the table my motion of order, as follows:

““The chamber of peers deplores, with the most sincere feelings of pain, the criminal act
which has just thrown mto mourning the sons of a great nation, by the death of the President
of the United States of America, Mr. Lincoln, who died a martyr to his duty.”

L. A. REBELLO DA SILVA, the speaker. The chamber has heard the reading of this motion.
I do not consider it necessary to have it again read from the table, as it would not have a
better effect than when read by its author.- [ Hear, hear.]

Mr. REBELLO DA SILVA. The Count d’Avila has likewise signed the motion.

The SPEAKER. All the worthy peers who approve of the motion will be pleased to indicate
as much. :

It was unanimously approved. )

The COUNT D'AVILA. I request that it be recorded in the minutes that the voting was
unanimous. [Hear, hear.]

[Trans]atiqn. 1

HOUSE oF DEPUTIES,
Session of May 3, 1865.

The PRESIDENT. The proposal just placed on the table by the deputy, Mr. Medeiros; will
now be read; it is as follows:

Proposal: I move that the house do insert in its minutes a significant expression of the
profound emotion with which it received the news of the barbarous assassination committed
on the person of Mr. Lincoln, the President of the United States of America, and that the
worthy representative of that republic at this court be respectfully informed of the deliberation
of the house on this subject.

House of sessions, May 3, 1865. The deputy Henrique Medeiros de Paula Medeiros.

The minister of public works, (Mr. CARLOS BEXT0.) I do not know whether the motion
is admitted, but it appears to me that from its very nature, it is of an urgent and excep-
tional character. Ou my part I do not hesitate, in the name of the government, in sharing
such a noble and feeling manifestation as the one contained in the proposal.

We are all unanimous, in common with the civilized nations of Europe, in condemning an
act which has excited the indignation of the whole people, without respect to party distinc-
tions. All and every individual reprobates the fatal deed which has taken place in the
United States.

I willingly take part in the expression of the vote contained in the proposal. I feel con-
vinced that the Portuguese parliament will not hesitate one moment in adopting the niani-
festation of such becoming sentiments. [Hear, hear. ]

Mr. SANT’ANNA E VASCONCELLOS. I thank the illustrious deputy, the author of the
motion, for having brought it forward, and I do so from my whole heart.

Mr. PauLa MEDEIROS, I thank the noble deputy for his expressions.

Mr. SANT'ANNA E VASCONCELLOS. If the disastrous war which has existed in America
during the last three or four years has a justification, it is to be found in the one grand and
noble motive which has dominated throughout the—abolition of slavery. The man who has
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just fallen a victim to the assassination which we all deplore maintained that noble and sub
lime idea. In view of the fact which is in itself so much to be deplored and in presence o
the great and persistent idea of that great citizen, we cannot refrain from being unanimous
in voting the motion.

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS. I spoke in the name of the government, and I can
assure the house that the government has already tendered those manifestations which its
duty and its feelings clearly indicated. I congratulate myself on the fact that the parliament
was allowed the opportunity, by a spontaneous initiative, of manifesting its sentiments.

In putting the motion to the vote it was carried unanimously.

I have. the honor of handing you copies, inclosed, of a cormunication addressed to me by
the secretary of the chamber of deputies, under yesterd\ag’s date, and of the motion referred
to in said communication, which was presented in the“Session of the 3d instant and voted
unanimously, manifesting the sentiments of said chamber in regard to the horrible deed com-
mitted on the person of Mr. Abraham Lincoln, late President of the United States of America.

‘While requesting you to bring these documents before your government, it is my duty to
inform you that his Majesty’s government, immediately that it was informed of an event
which has saddened a nation whose destinies had been confided to such an illustrious magis-
trate, issued the needful instructions to his Majesty’s minister in the United States, with a
view to express to the American government the profound regret with which his Majesty the
King and his government received the news of that event.

I avail of this opportunity toreiterate the assurances of my most distinguished consideration. -

CONDE D’AVILA.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, May 6, 1865.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, May 10, 1865.

I have received, with deep emotion, the expression of sympathy and condolence uttered by
the honorable chamber of deputies in a manner so touching and marked, in reference to the
deplorable event which now saddens the hearts of the American people.

“In the very hour when peace had spread her benignant wings over a distracted country,
he, who by his virtues, gentleness, and public worth had inspired everywhere a generous
confidence, was struck down by the criminal hand of passionate resentment.

The martyrdom with which an eventful career was crowned becomes the legacy not only
of a nation but of humanity; for his life was a sacrifice on the altar of duty.

A great and a good man has fallen, but the principles which he represented and defended
s0 uprightly and well survive to honor his memory, and will continue to live and be cherished
wherever constitutional government, liberty, and justice are respected. )

The people of the United States, who had learned to value the good will and honorable
conduct of Portugal during a period of strife now happily terminated, will welcome her voice
of sympathy in this hour of universal grief as a token of friendship which should bind them
more closely together.

It will be my duty to communicate immediately to the' government of the United States
the sentiments expressed by the honorable chamber of deputies, but I cannot permit this oc-
casion to pass without conveying, on behalf of the constituted authorities and for myself
individually, a united appreciation of this high mark of consideration and respect.

. JAMES E. HARVEY.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Hunter.

No. 339.} LecaTtioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
: Lisbon, May 13, 1865.
Sir: A Russian squadron of four ships, bearing the remains of the late Duc
Heéritier, entered the Tagus on the morning of the 10th instant. The United
States ships Niagara and Kearsarge were then in port. The Russian minister,
Mr. de Kondriaffsky, had previously informed me of the intention of the squad-
ron to cvme in, and of the ceremonies proposed by the Portuguese authorities
when it should appear and during its stay here. The Niagara had just returned
from a cruise to Madeira, and I at once addressed a note to Commander Craven,
requesting him to consult and co-operate with the Portuguese authorities, and
to superadd to their action any peculiar tribute of respect permitted by the
" naval service of the United States on such occasions. :
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Commodore Craven called upon me soon afterwards to say, that as he was
going to Antwerp, he proposed to offer his ship as an escort to the Russian
squadron. - The suggestion struck me as a very proper and becoming expres-
sion of our sympathy, and at the same time as a manifestation of friendship
towards a great power which, from first to last, had borne itself kindly and con-
siderately to the United States during our whole struggle. o -

I fully concurred, therefore, in the view of Commodore Craven, and made
the intention known to the Russian minister, in order that he might accept or
decline the offer, according to the wishes of his government. He at once ex-
pressed the greatest satisfaction and gratitude for the courtesy, and made the
purpose known to the Emperor, now at Darmstadt. I received a formal visit
from him yesterday, being instructed, as he said, by the Emperor to express
his acknowledgments for this act of considerate and welcome attention.

It occurred to me as proper for the Kearsarge 1o accompany the said cortege
a certain distance to sea; first to render our respect the more imposing, and
next in order that the progress of* the voyage up to a particular point might be
reported to the imperial court.

I feel quite confident that no manifestation of good feeling or of sympathy on
this melancholy occasion could be made here which would not be acceptable to
the President and the department, and therefore I have had no hesitation what-
ever in obeying my own impulses, because they responded, as I believe, to the
wishes and sentiments of our people.

And if there had been no other reason to guide me, the expression and con-
duct of the Russian government at the great affliction which has recently been
deplored by our people, and the language of friendly attachment addressed to
the United States by the official press at Saint Petersburg, in the presence of
the world, would have been sufficient to have determined any little responsi-
bility on my part, if a doubt as to the plain course of duty had ever crossed my
mind. .

The Russian squadron is now about leaving the Tagus, under the convoy of
the Niagara and Kearsarge, her Majesty’s ship Defence, detailed from the
fleet recently here to escort the squadron to Plymouth, and the Portuguese
ship Sagree, which will attend it ceremoniously a short distance.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLLiam HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Hunter.

No. 340.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, May 15, 1865.

Sir: A royal decree was communicated to the Chamber of Deputies to-day,
dissolving the Cortes and convoking the chambers, after the elections, for the
30th of July. :

The new ministry found it wholly impracticable to carry on the government
with a majority in the popular assembly, which had been instrumental in caus-
ing the abandonment of power by its own friends.

Parties are now in a state of fusion, and the chiefs of opposing divisions have
banded together in the hope of carrying into office a coalition which contains
the seeds of its own dissolution, even in the event of a temporary triumph.

Both sides profess confidence in -their ability to secure a majority in the
Chamber of Deputies, but the actual ministry has an advantage in the organ-
ized machinery of official patronage which quite counterbalances if it does not
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exceed the combination of strange elements which form the temporary op-
position. ’

The ministry of the Marquis de sa da Bandeira attracts the sympathy of the
substantial interests of the country, and deservedly enjoys the confidence and,
respect of the representatives of foreign governments.

I have'the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY,

Hon. WirLiam HUuNTER, '

‘ Acting Secretary of State.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Hunter

No. 341.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, May 16, 1865.

Sir: The note from the Count d’Avila which accompanies this despatch
communicates officially the proceedings of the Chamber of Peers in reference to
the assassination of the lamented President Lincoln. It will be observed that
{:)hg count was associated in the motion which was passed unanimoysly in that

* body. :

The eloquent speech of the distinguished orator Rebello da Silva—the author
of the proposition—was included in the note of the minister of foreign affairs,
having been recorded as a part of the minutes of the chamber; but I do not
now enclose it, as my No. 338 has already put the department in possession of
a copy published in the official paper. ' ,

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY,
Hon. WirLniam HUNTER,
Acting Secretary of State.

Count d’ Avila to Mr. Harvey.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
May 12, 1865.

In addition to my note dated 6th instant, I have the honor to hand you enclosed a copy of
the communication which, under date of 9th, was sent to me by the vice-president of the
chamber of peers of the realm as well as of the document, a copy of which accompanied it,
containing the motion made in the session of the 5th instant by the worthy peer Luiz Au-
gusto Rebello da Silva, a motion in which I took part as a peer of the realm, and which was
carried unanimously, to the effect of having it recorded in the minutes how deep was the
%ain experienced at the news of the horrible crime perpetrated on the person of Mr. Lincoln,

resident of the United States.

In the aforesaid document you will find that part of the minutes which refer to the subject,
and I have to request that you will be pleased to make known to your government the
manifestations of said chamber on an event which all so deeply deplore.

I avail of this opportunity to renew the assurances of my most distinguished consideration.

) COUNT D’AVILA.

JaMES E. HARvVEY, Esq., &c., &c., &ec.

CHAMBER OF WORTHY PEERS OF THE REALM.

MosT EXCELLENT SIR: The chamber of peers of the realm having unanimously resolved,
in its session of 5th instant, and on motion of the worthy peer Luiz Augusto Rebello da
Silva, in which the worthy peer Count d’Avila took part, to record in its minutes the ex-
pression of great pain which the chamber felt at the news of the horrible exime committed in
the United States of America on the person of Mr. Lincoln, their illustrious President, I have
now the honor of handing your excellency the enclosed copy containing the aferesaid motion
and that part of the minutes which relates to the subject, in order that your excellency may,
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through such channel as may be deemed most appropriate, cause the same to be made known
to the government of the United States.
May God preserve your excellency. Palace of the Cortes, May 9, 1865.
COUNT DE CASTRO, Vice-President.

His Excellency the COUNT D’AvVILA,
Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
: EMILIO ACHILLES MONTEVERDE.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, May 12, 1865.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Hunter.

No. 342] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, May 18, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to communicate herewith the copy of a note from the
Count d’Avila, with the proceedings of the chamber of depulties, in regard to
the reply which I addressed to that distinguished body on the 10th instant in
answer to their expression of sympathy on the occasion of President Lincoln’s
death. '

I have the honor 10 be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLLiam HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
May 16, 1865.

I have the honor of handing you for your information the enclosed copy of a despatch
which the secretary of the chamber of députies, now dissolved, addressed to me under date of
13th instant, and likewise of the motion which accompanied the same, made by one of its
members, and unanimously voted, on the occasion of communicating to the said chamber the
note which you addressed to the house on the 10th instant.

I avail of this opportunity to renew the assurances of my most distinguished consideration.

COUNT D’AVILA.

James E. HARVEY, Esq., &c., &c., &e.

BUREAU OF THE SECRETARY OF THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES.

MosT EXCELLENT SIR: I have the honor of transmitting to your excellency, for your in-
formation, the enclosed copy of the motion presented in this chamber by one of its members,
and voted unanimously on the occasion of communicating to the house the note from ghe
legation of the United States of America at this court, in reply to the manifestation of feeling
and gfgret addressed to said legation on the atrocious assassination of the President of that
republie.

May God preserve your excellency. Palace of the Cortes, May the 13th, 1865.

JOAQUIN XAVIER PINTO DA SILVA,
Deputy and Secretary.
His Excellency the MINISTER AND SECRETARY OF STATE :
for Foreign Affairs.

True copyi EMILIO ACHILLES MONTEVERDE,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, May 16, 1865.

I move that it be recorded in the minutes that the chamber has heard with every demon-
stration of true respect and profound sympathy the note which has just been read at the table,
and addressed to the house by the minister resident of the United States of America at this
court.

I further move that the government be informed of this deliberation, in order to communi-
cate the same to the distinguished minister, Jacintho Augusto de Sant’Anna e Vasconcellos.

Correct copy: ' POSIDONIO A. P. PICALUGA.
BUREAU OF THE SECRETARY OF THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES, May 13, 1865.
True copy : EMILIO ACHILLES MONTEVERDE.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, May 16, 1365,
9D **
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Mr. Harvey to Mr. Hunter.

No. 344.] LEeGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, June 5, 1865,

Sir: The Russian minister, Mr. de Kondriaffsky, called upon me this morning
and brought with him the last number of the “Journal de Saint Petersbourg,”
(the official paper,) containing an article describing the manner in which the
Russian squadron, bearing the remains of the lamented archduke, had been
received in the port of Lisbon, and the part taken by this legation and our ships-
of-war. ’

As the semi-official note which I addressed to the minister on that occasion
had also been published, he desired to explain to me that he had transmitted it
at the time to the Emperor, who, being pleased with the sentiments therein ex-
pressed, had personally directed the note to be embodied in the official docu-
ment of the proceedings.

This is all the information I have regarding the publication in question, and
in case it should happen to attract your attention, 1 have thought it proper to
make this statement, in order to correct any possible misapprehension.

1 permit myself to believe that the sentiments of that hasty but sincere note
express the real feelings of our government and people towards a country which
never wavered in friendship or fidelity when those terms had a practical and
valuable signification.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLLiAM HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Harvey.

No. 172.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
: Washington, June 13, 1865.
Sir : Your several despatches from No. 330, dated April 6, to No. 339, of
the 13th of May, inclusive, (with the exception of No. 332,) have been received,
and have been read with great interest. Your proceedings as therein set forth
are approved.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
: WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
*James E. Harvey, Esq, §c., &c., Lishon.
¥

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 346.] LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, June 16, 1865.

Sir: The accompanying address was delivered to me a few days ago by a
special committee delegated by an association for the improvement of the work-
ing classes of Lisbon. I replied verbally at the time, promising a more formal
acknowledgment afterwards, which is now also enclosed. .

The presentation of this address was delayed by the illness of the president
of the society.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY,

Hon. WiLLiaM H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State.

(For address see Appendix, separate volume.)




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE, 131

P LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, June 16, 1865.

GENTLEMEN: The address which you did me the honor to deliver personally, in behalf of
¢the ““ Centro Promotor dos methoramentos das classes laboriosas de Lisboa,” expressive of
sympathy and regret on the occasion of the death of President Lincoln, will be immediately
communicated te my gevernment, and will be received as an utterance at once worthy in
itself, and acceptable from its touching and appropriate sentiments.

Among the many sympathetic expressions which this sad occasion has called forth, none
have been more welcome than the voices of associations like yours, whose aim is to elevate
and dignify man by enlarging his intelligence and usefulness, and whose ambition is thus to
promote the prosperity and happiness of the people at large.

However much the political institutions of the New and Old World may differ, these are
objects upon which all men may agree, since they are the necessary foundations of stable and
successful government. Enlightened progress marches forward in proportien as popular
education is diffused, and it stops and stagnates where free instruction is denied. The civili-
wation of a state can only be measured by the intelligence of its people.

Abraham Lincoln was a striking illustration of this idea, and his career furnishes an ex-
ample and an honorable incentive which will endure in all history. Humble in origin,
unfavored in fortune, self-reliant, and upright, he rose from obscure beginnings to a position
which attracted the gaze of the world. How bravely and well he bore himself; how un-
selfish and noble was his conduct; how fervent and patriotic were his aspirations; how
gentle and guileless was hls heart; how simple and yet how grand was his nature, are
qualities and virtues for the future historian to describe. It is our pride to point to him as a
type of American civilization.

None sympathize more strongly than he with every effort to improve the condition of labor ;
to educate its children, and to raise it up to a higher dignity. His hands had been hardened
by honest toil, and his youth had been disciplined by stern necessity. Therefore his sympa-
thies were ever earnest and practical. ‘

Hence it is fitting that associations with kindred aims to those which illustrated the life of
our lamented President should linger over and leave offerings upon his grave, and that we,
who in foreign lands witness these voluntary tributes, should feel our hearts swell with
mingled emotions of gratitude and manly pride.

I am, with high respect,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Messrs. FRANCISCO VIEIRA DA SILVA,

President,

And MIGUEL JUSTINIANO CORREA EL SILVA,

ALFREDO AUGUSTO CORREA,
Secretaries.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 348.] LecaTion oF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, July 5, 1865,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 172, together
with various circulars recently issued relating to the public sérvice, to which
proper attention will be given.

There is no necessity for communicating with his Majesty’s government in
regard to the squadron under command of Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, as no
concession of belligerent rights was ever made by Portugal, and no restriction
of any kind was ever imposed upon our ships-of-war, during the existence of
the civil strife now happily terminated. That squadron will be cordially
welcomed here by the public authorities, whenever and under whatever circum-
stances it may appear. :

I avail myself of this occasion to offer my sincerest felicitations upon your
return to the department, and to express the hope that you may be spared, not
only to consummate the great work of pacification, but to enjoy long and well the
fruits of that noblest of victories.

I have the honor to be, sir, your chedient servant, . :
JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLriaM H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State.
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My. Seward to Mr. Harvey. ®

No.176.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, :
Washington, July 24, 1865,
Sir: Your despatch of June 8, without number, and your two subsequent
ones Nos. 346 and 347, dated the 16th and 18th of June, respectively, have
been received. The address which accompanied your No. 346, and which was
delivered to you by a special committee, delegated by an association for the
improvement of the working classes of Lisbon, together with your interesting
acknowledgment in reply, will be carefully preserved in the archives of the
department.
I am, sir, your obedient servant, ) ;
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
James E. Harvey, Esq., &e., §¢, Lisbon.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 353.] LEGATION OF THE [/NITED STATES,
Lisbon, August 8, 1865.

Sir : Immediately upon the receipt of your despatch, enclosing the President’s
proclamation in regard to the harboring or giving hospitality to insurgent
cruisers, 1 transmit a copy of the same with a note, of which a copy is herewith
enclosed, to the minister of foreign affairs, stating at the same time that the
proclamation of July 29, 1861, if properly enforced, would give the necessary
protection in this respect. - - , ;

Count d’Avila, in order, as he supposed, to eomply fully with the wishes of
our government, directed a new portaria or decree to be issued, enjoining the
strict and continued execution of the proclamation, as will be seen by his nete
to me and its enclosure.

As the proclamation of 1861 did nothing more than reaffirm the adhesion of
this government to that clause of the treaty of Paris of 1856, by which the
arming and equipment of privateers and the sale of prizes made by them in
Portuguese ports was prohibited, I have not thought it necessary to ask for its
revocation, which I am sure would be at once granted, if desired. But if the
department entertains any other view upon this subject, I will be most happy to
carry out its instruction, or to adopt whatever policy may be considered as most
wise and proper. , /

It may be observed in this connexion, that the proclamation of 1861 was
issued at my own instance, and was suggested as a means of preventing a con-
cession of belligerent rights, such as had been then just proclaimed by nearly all
the maritime powers, and the example of which Portugal was then and afterwards
hard pressed to follow. That proceeding kept the ports open and unrestricted
to our ships-of-war, avoided any application of the 24-hours rule, and was
materially serviceable in arresting the schemes of public enemies who expected
to use the mid-ocean islands and the secluded harbors of the coast for hostile
enterprises. :

The government co-operated to the extent of its ability, and with sincere
good will, in efforts to stop all abuses of hospitality, and often seconded my
endeavers when there were no United States ships-of-war at hand, by de-
spatching their own vessels to exposed points in order to protect our commerce
and to prevent intended depredations.

Considering the relation of this country to other powers, and its peculiar
cireumstances, it is barely justice to say, that the conduet of Portugal towards the
United States, during the whole period of the late civil strife, was exceptionally
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friendly and stands out in marked contrast to that of various states, which
geem to claim and receive eredit for rescinding concessions, that largely con-
tributed to the moral and material support of the rebellion during its existence.
And this is the more proper to be said, since there appears to be a disposition
to depreciate and disparage that conduct by those who are either ignorant of or
indifferent to the facts. :
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.
Hon. WiLrLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

Myr. Harvey to Count de Avila.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, June 8, 1865.

SIR: I am directed to communicate to his Most Faithful Majesty’s government the en-
closed copy of a proclamation by the President of the United States, in regard to the harboring
er giving of hospitality to insurgent cruisers which have heretofore depredated and still
threaten to commit further depredations upon the commerce of the United States. )

The proclamation of his Majesty, dated 29th of July, 1861, if properly enforced, would ex-
clude all such vessels from Portugese ports, and it is hoped that the necessary measures will
be adopted to give it full vigor in this kingdom and all its possessions. I avail myself of

this opportunity to renew the assurances of my most distinguished consideration.
' JAMES E. HARVEY.

 His Excellency the COUNT D’AVILA,
Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

Count d’ Avila to Mr. Harvey.
{ Translation. ]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
August 5, 1865.

T acknowledge the receipt of the note which you were pleased to address me under date of
the 8th of June last, transmitting, by order of your government, a proclamation frym the Presi-
dent of the United States, regarding hospitality and asylum granted to insurgent cruisers,
which have caused and still cause so much damage to the commerce of the United States,
and manifesting the desire that the decree of the 29th of July, 1861, be continued in full force
in the ports of Portugal, as well as in those of the adjacent islands and colonial provinces.

Having taken due note of your said communication and of its enclosure, I have now the
honor of informing you that through the marine and colonial department, under yesterday’s
date, was published, as you will please observe, by the enclosed number of the *‘Diario de

“Lisboa 7 of this day, a royal order to all the governors of the colonial provinces, to the
major general of the navy, and to the navy inspectors, directing them to observe in the most
stringent and punetual manner the execution of the aforesaid decree, whereby full satisfaction
is thus given to your representation.

I avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate the assurances of my most distinguished

consideration.
) COUNT D’AVILA.

-

James E. HARVEY, Esq., &c., &c., &e.

[Translation from the ¢ Diario de Lisboa’ of August 5, 1865.]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR MARINE AND COLONIES,
Royal Palace, August 4, 1865.

It being possible that doubts may arise on the part of some of the authorities, whether the
dispositions of the decree of the 29th of July, 1861, are to be considered in full force, in view
of the present position of the United States of America, his Majesty the King, through the
marine and colonial department, is pleased hereby to declare unto all the governors of the
colonial provinces, to the major general of the navy, and to the inspectors of the navy, that
the said decree of the 29th of July, 1861, continues to subsist in full force, and that it is
their duty to execute the same in the most punctual and stringent manner. )

SD. DA BANDEIRA.




134 DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE.

Myr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 357.} LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
‘ Lisbon, September 6, 1865.

Sir: The ministry of the Marquis de Sa da Bandeira resigned office on the
2d instant without any formal expression on the part of the Cortes. After a
close contest for the choice of presidents of the chamber of deputies, in which the
ministry barely succeeded, it beeame evident that a sure working majority
could not be relied upon, and that to prolong the struggle would only involve
additional embarrassments. Under these circumstanees it was considered proper
to withdraw from an irksome and thankless responsibility, and to leave to an
opposition of mixed materials, which had united for a given purpoese, the task
of administering the government in the difficult circumstanees which it had
brought about.

His Majesty the King then summoned Mr. de Aguiar and the Duke de Loulé,
the two chiefs of the coalesced opposition, and committed to them the duty of
organizing a cabinet. After various conferences the interest represented by the
Duke de Loulé confided the organization exclusively to Mr. de Aguiar, and he
announced to the chambers yesterday the new ministry, eomposed as follows :

President of council and minister of interior, J A. de Aguiar ; minister of foreign
affairs and public works, Conde de Castro; minister of finance, Foutes Pereira
de Mello ; minister of justice and worship, Barjona de Freitas ; minister of war,
Conde Torres Novas ; minister of marine and colonies, Visconde Praia Grande.

No confidence is entertained that this ministry will succeed any better than
the one which it succeeded in ousting from office; and so far as respects the
practical eonduct of affairs, and especially the diplomatic relations, it is less ac-
ceptable that its predecessor.

It was announced in the chambers to-day that the Cortes would be adjourned
till November. This recess may enable the new eabinet to recruit some addi-
tional strength, but there are certain elemants of discord which cannot be easily
reconeiled, and chrenic causes of complaint whieh a mere change of ministers
will not remedy.

The public men, generally, have either neglected or failed in the eourage to
apply the stern treatment which the situation demands, or, in other words, to
confront the necessity, as it presents itself to every careful observer.

In compliance with the terms of the constitutional charter the King has ob-
tained leave from the Cortes to absent himself temporarily from the country,

and intends to make a voyage with the Queen, soon after the opening of the ex-

position at Porto, on the 16th instant, to include visits to England, France, and
Italy, travelling in comparative incognito under the title of Duke and Duchess
of Braganza.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 358.] LeeaTiON OF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, September 10, 1865.
Sir : The accompanying eommunication is enclosed for information, as it is
of interest to our vessels-of-war which may touch at the Cape de Verd islands
for supplies of coal and water.
The present supplies of those necessities, for the national and commercial ma-
rine, are to be obtained at the Cape de Verd group of islands, only from the

/’
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British consul at St. Vineent, whose undisguised sympathy and partial proceed-
ings during the existence of the late rebellion were frequently made the subject
of complaint to this legation by those who had experienced exceptional treat-
ment at his hands. )

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

, JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon. WiLLiAM H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

Messrs. Burnay and Martins to Mr. Harvey.

LISBON, August 23, 1865.

SIR: We, the undersigned, ask permission to lay before your excellency certain facts con-
cerning the establishment of a coal depot in the Cape de Verd islands, which facts we most
respectfully pray your excellency to make known to the proper authorities in the United States.

For more than'a year we have been engaged in_the preliminary arrangements for estab-
lishing a coal depot at Porto Praya, a safe and excellent harbor of St. Jago, the capital island
of the group known as the Cape de Verd. We obtained from the Portuguese government,
in the month of June this year, in the name of one of the undersigned, the enclosed grant,
from which your excellency will see that we have every desirable privilege as to wharves,
coal, depot, &c. We ought here to remark, that though the present concession is in the
name of but one of us, we are, nevertheless, partners in_the enter rise, and the Portuguese
government will before long cause the documents to be duly amended.

To one acquainted with the Cape de Verd islands it would be superfluous_to say that St.
Jago is the most fertile of the group. It contains about 25,000 inhabitants ; abounds in veg-
etables, fruit, and excellent water, and is, moreover, the seat of government. Only once in
the memory of man has St. Jago been visited by the dreadful dry season which has frequently
been so disastrous to the other islands. * * * * *

We intend to keep a constant supply of the best American anthracite, Cardiff, and New
Castle coal, at a uniform rate, not varying with the necessities of the steamers, or the whim
of our agents or employés. By the end of January we shall be able to supply vessels-of-war
and merchant steamers on the African coast, or those bound to the Cape of Cood Hope, or
from southern Europe to the Brazils. There is but one other coal depot in the Cape de Verd,
at the barren island of St. Vincent. Till now this has been a monopoly, and sometimes a
burdensome one, enabling the proprietors to take advantage of the necessities of steamers.

A few considerations will show the desirableness as well as superiority of a coal depot at
Porto Praya:

1. The competition of the new will be a wholesome check on the old establishment.

9. The water at St. Vincent, according to the testimony of every captain, is of very inferior
quality, having often proved unfit for cooking after it has been brought on board ; so that
men-of-war, after coaling at St. Vincent, have frequently gone to Porto Praya for water.
On the other hand, the water at Porto Praya is of the best quality, and can be put alongside
ship for $1 per hogshead, that of St. Vincent costing from $1 50 to $2 per hogshead.

3. St. Vincent is a barren, voleanic island, obtaining all its supplies either from Europe or
from some other more favored islands. All stores, therefore, are high. Porto Praya, on the
contrary, has had at all times (except the one dry season referred to) plenty of vegetables—
as sweet potatoes, turnips, cabbage, squashes, pumpkins, &ec.; and abundance of fruit—as
oranges, lemons, bananas, &c.

4. Porto Praya is no further out of the way than St Vincent in the voyage from America
to Africa or China.

5. At first, coals will be shipped with the same rapidity as at_St. Vincent, but when our
machinery (for which one of us will go to America, the other to England) is all in operation
we shall be enabled to do it much quicker.

In conclusion, we may say that one of us (J. B. Burnay, from Belgium) is a merchant of
long standing in this city, and your excellency can easily be satisfied of his capabilities and
responsibility. The other partner (C. Martinez) is a naturalized American, of the State of
Massachusetts, though a native of Porto Praya, and speaks English fluently. Mr. Martinez
was for a long time on the coast of Africa, as agent of Charles Hoffman, esq., of Salem,
Massachusetts, the well-known merchant in the hide trade; he was also American consul at
Bissau, west coast of Africa.

Submitting this memorandum to your excellency’s judgment, and hoping that your excel-
lency may see no objection to laying these facts before the government of the United States,
we remain your excellency’s most obedient servants,

JEAN BTA. BURNAY.

CLARIMUNDO MARTINS.
His Excellency JAMES E. HARVEY, Esq.,
Minister of the U. S. of America at the court of his Majesty the King of Portugal.
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Harvey.

No. 178.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
: Washington, September 13, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch of August 8, No. 8353, has been received. The course
pursued by you on receiving my instruction enclosing the President’s proclama-
tion in regard to the harboring or giving of hospitality to insurgent cruisers and
the proceedings of the Portuguese government in relation thereto were doubtless
sufficient, and they are satisfactory. Itis for the government of Portugal to
decide whether it desires to be undemonstrative in the matter. We ask nothing.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD. -
JamEs E. Harvey, BEsq., &c., §c., Lisbon.

Mr. Harvey to Mr. Seward.

No. 366.] ‘ LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, November 21, 1865,

Sir : The correspondence communicated with this despatch will bring to your
notice the material facts connected with a lamentable event which occurred here
on the evening of the 24th October, resulting in the death of a Portuguese sub-
ject, named José Manuel.

As the consul is charged with questions relating to American seamen, the
authorities necessarily addressed themselves to himin the preliminary proceedings,
but he at once consulted with me as to the steps to be taken, and fully concurred
in my earnest wish to have the criminal discovered and delivered up.

All efforts at detection have thus far failed, probably from the indisposition of
the seamen to make any revelations on the subject which might criminate one
of their own body; and the investigation before a mixed commission, informally
organized for the purpose, while in some degree complicating one of the sailors,
did not warrant his surrender, for the testimony only excited a misgiving, and
was not of a nature to be regarded as judicially or even morally sufficient against
a person of established good character.

Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, and indeed all the officers, manifested a proper
and becoming disposition to advance the ends of justice, and vigilanee will not
be relaxed because the case has assumed its present form. His Majesty’s gov-
ernment is fully satisfied that every desireis entertained, and that every energy
has been exerted to trace the offender, as also that these endeavors will be con~
tinued go long as there is a reasonable possibility of discovery. o

As the unfortunate victim of the affray was the sole support of aged and infirm
parents, I suggested the propriety of a subscription for their immediate relief,
which was handsomely responded to by the officers and crews of the ships now
in port.

‘ P I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
: JAMES E. HARVEY.

Hon, WiLLiam H. SEwARD,

Secretary of State.

Count de Castro to Mr. Harvey.

The civil governor of Lisbon, in a communication under date of October 26, made known
to the department of interior that, on the 24th of said month, about 6 o’clock p. m., a boat-
man, named José Manuel, residing in Rua da Silva, No. 37, was mortally wounded, with two
stabs, by one of the seamen belonging to one of the American men-of-war now in the Tagus,
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said occurrence having taken place on the Caes do Sodré, from whence the wounded man was'
carried to St. Joseph’s hospital, where he died shortly after. The aforesaid magistrate further
adds, that the aggressor nanaged to escape on board one of the boats without its having been
possible to identify him.

In bringing this serious affair to your notice, his Majesty’s government expresses the hope
that you will not fail to adopt such necessary measures as may lead to the punishment of the
criminal, assuring you that, as communicated to me by the minister of interior, the civil
governor of Lisbon has caused to be drawn out the requisite form of declaration, with all the
attending circumstances and investigations regarding the crime and its perpetrator, in order
that proper proceedings may be instituted, a.m% that communication has been made to the
United States consul of all that has taken place, at the same time requesting him to have the
criminal given up.

- I renew on this occasion the assurance of my most distinguished consideration.
CONDE DE CASTRO.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, November 7, 1865.

Mr. Harvey to,Count de Castro.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, November 14, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 7th instant, which
was only delivered at this legation at 6 o’clock last evening, six days after its date.

The general facts relating to the unfortunate event, to which your excellency invites atten-
tion, had already been brought to my notice by the consul of the United States, and the
measures taken by him and by the officers of the United States ships-of-war in port, for the
purpose of investigating the alleged crime and tracing out the criminal, were adopted with
my knowledge, privity, and co-operation.

Tt appears from the inquiries made through this legation, that a seaman belonging to th
United States transport ship Guard was badly maltreated by some of the boatmen who pur-
sued their calling at the Caes do Sodré, in the afternoon of the 24th of October, and that sub-
sequently, when one of that ship’s boats reached the quay at about 6 o’clock, and while its
érew were in the act of transporting their disabled and wounded comrade to the boat, a
general broil ensued between the Portugese boatmen and American sailors, during which one
José Manuel was stabbed by some unknown hand, and subsequently died of the wounds.

As it was alleged that the fatal blow had been struck by one of the sailors of the Guard, the
commanding officer of that ship, upon being made aware of the charge, immediately and of
his own accord ordered all the seamen attached to two boats which had been on duty, and
five others who had been ashore on liberty, under strict arrest to await judicial examination,
and he proceeded to make an inquiry himself, with a view of discovering the criminal, if he
was on board the ship. That inquiry made no disclosure affecting any of the seamen in ques-
tion, but the arrest was nevertheless continued.

Inasmuch as a report had gained currency that the offender could and would be promptly
identified by various witnesses, if all the seamen said to be implicated were produced, the
consul of the United States, at the instance of the commander of the Guard, addressed a note
to the civil governor on the 2d instant, stating his readiness and desire to furnish'that oppor-
tunity, and to have instituted the most searching investigation.

Accordingly an appointment was made for an examination at the arsenal on the 4th instant,
which was attended by his Majesty’s administrador, the United States consul, the commander
of the Guard, and otheér officials designated for that purpose. The fifteen seamen were ranged
in line, subject to the fullest scrutiny of four witnesses who were brought forward; not one -
of them had been engaged in the melee, and of whom two were boys. The recorded evidence
establishes that there is not a particle of proof to criminate any particular individual, or to
fix the responsibility of this grave crime. In the absence of such proof or of any evidence
that would be Tecognized in a court of law to hold a person charged to answer for crime, it
is necessarily impossible to make delivery of a criminal who is not known, and who as yet
has avoided all efforts at discovery, if he really be one of the seamen suspected. But there
is every disposition on the part of this legation, and of the officers of the ships-of-war, to pro-
mote the course of justice, and to that end every aid will be given for further investigation,
in any proper form that may be indicated by his Majesty’s government. Although there is
no treaty of extradition between Portugal and the United States, all questions of form will
be waived in order that the criminal may be brought to a speedy trial, if he is within the
jurisdiction or under the protection of the American flag. And with a view of leaving no
duty undischarged, the whole case will be at once presented to the notice of Rear-Admiral
Goldsborough, who arrived in the Tagus this morning, so thatsuch additional measures may
be adopted as his superior authority over the fleet will authorize.

Without the least desire to avoid responsibility, or to depreciate the seriousness of this
crime, it may be suggested as worthy of consideration, whether in the confusion of a broil at
nightfall, in which a large number of persons were engaged, there can be any reasonable cer-
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tainty without clearf and convincing testimony, as to the individual who may have inflicted
the fatal wound, or whether the blow was struck intentionally or accidentally. The Portu-
guese boatmen largely outnumbered the American sailors, and it is Yery remarkable that not
one of those engaged in the affray should have appeared at the arsenal, to testify at the ex-
amination which they were notified was to take place. There is no doubt buf their cruel
treatment of one of the seaman was the provoking cause of the quarrel and of its lamentable
consequence.

The occasion is a fitting one to call the attention of your excelleney to the imperfect police
at the Caes do Sodré, ang to suggest the propriety of designating a special landing for boats
belonging to foreign ships-of-war, or at least of establishing. some regulation, by which they
may be protected against the constant outrages of boatmen who throng that quay and obstruct
free communication.

Since writing the foregoing, Admiral Goldsborough has called at the legation and been in-
formed of this note. He fully concurs in its suggestions and stands ready to afford every fa-
cility for the most thorough investigation, and to assist personally in any manner that will
best promote that object.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew the assurances of my most distinguished con-

sideration.
: JAMES E. HARVEY.
His Excellency the COUNT DE CASTRO, .
Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

Count de Castro to Mr. Harvey.

I have had the honor of receiving the note which you were pleased to address me under yes-
terday’s date, informing me that notwithstanding all the efforts employed, it has not been
possible to discover the perpetrator of the crime attributed to one of the seamen belonging
to the American transport ship Guard, and declaring that there exists both on the part of the
legation under your charge ‘and of the commanding officers of the United States ships-of-
war, the utmost desire to aid the Portuguese authorities in forwarding the ends of justice.

Thanking you for this communication, which I shall immediately make known to the
minister of the interior, and_appreciating in a high degree the good offices tendered by the
worthy commander, and other officers of said ship, with the approval of Admiral Golds-
borough, in the case in question, I shall avail myself of the first opportunity to make known
to you any resolution which may be adopted, with regard to your suggestion as to the de-
signation of a special point for the landing of the erews of foreign ships-of-war.

I avail of this opportunity to renew the assurances of my most distinguished consideration,

COUNT DE CASTRO.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, November 15, 1865.

Mr. Harvey to Rear-Admiral Goldsborough.

LEGATION OoF THE UNITED STATES,
Lisbon, November 20, 1865.

81 : I have the honor to furnish you with copies of a correspondence between his Majesty’s
government and this legation, in regard to a charge of crime made against some unknown-
seaman alleged to belong to the transport ship Guard, attached to the squadron under your
command. .

It appears that his Majesty’s government is entirely satisfied with the disposition shown
and the efforts made by all of the officials of the United States, not only to discover the
criminal in question, but to purge themselves of all responsibility connected with the crime,
and that no further investigation seems to be desired.

In view of these facts, there is no good reason for detaining the transport ship longer in
port, as you had properly and promptly directed should be done pending the investigation.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. HARVEY.

" Rear-Admiral L. M. GOLDSBOROUGH, .
Commanding U. S. European Squadron now at Lisbon.




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 139

ITALY.

Mr. Marsh to Mr. Seward.

No. 109.] LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
Turin, November 22, 1864.

Sir : T mentioned in a recent despatch that I had applied to the Italian gov-
ernment to permit the temporary establishment of a depot for naval stores of the
United States at Cagliari.

T have received a reply, a translation of which is enclosed herewith. The
decision of the Navy Department to defer for the present the employment of
storehouses on shore, renders it unnecessary to prosecute the subject further,
and I have notified the Italian government accordingly. '

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
GEORGE P. MARSH.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State.

[Translation. ]

TURIN, November 1, 1864.

Mr. MINISTER: I have communicated to the ministry of marine the contents of your note
of the 26th September last, in relation to having magazines in the port of Cagliari to receive
the United States naval stores, which are to be removed from the depot at Spezia, on account
of the transformation of the gulf of Spezia into a military establishment for the royal marine
of Italy. .

In vi{aw of theamicable relations existing between the two countries, and in considera-
tion of the exceptional circumstances that the United States of America have no posses-
sion in Europe, and their great distance from the Mediterranean does not permit them to
provision directly and opportunely their ships in that sea, the government of the King has
10 objection to granting the permission desired. But you will recognize, Mr. Minister, in
making this concession we are obliged to retwrn to the King’s government that liberty of
action which its own interests and the maintenance of maritime neutrality demand. Itis
my duty then to fix the following conditions:

The privilege accorded to the United States to rent magazines at Ca liari for the stores of
their naval station in the Mediterranean can at any time be revoked by the government of
the King, and the marine of the United States will be held to evacuate the aforesaid maga-
zines within a delay of three months after notice given to the legation of the United States
at the court of Italy. .

In case of a rupture between the United States and any European power, the magazines
of Cagliari must be evacuated immediately after the declaration of war.

The United States will not be entitled o indemnity for the evacuation of their naval mag-
azines at Cagliari.

Ships-of-war of the United States marine will conform to the provisions of the royal decree
i){fi 6tl}i of April, 1864, hereunto annexed, in regard to the neutrality of the ports of the Italian

ngdom.

Il% case that ships-of-war of the United States should have to remain in the port of Cagliari
beyond the time fixed by article 12 of the said decree, they will be required, except in case
of forced stoppage or of damage, to obtain the authorization of the King’s government.

The provisions of the before mentioned decree relating to belligerent ships will be applica-
ble to the military marine of the United States, whenever the United States shall be at war
with any other power, or in case ships-of-war or privateers (armis en course) of the separa-
tists should make their appearance in the Mediterranean.

1 shall be glad, Mr. Minister, if, whileappreciating the necessity of these conditions, you
should find no difficulty in accepting them.
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I hasten to add that the government of the King will be happy to be able to give proofs of
its friendship towards the United States in according to the federal marine all facilities that
may be consistent with its duties.

1 take with pleasure, Mr. Minister, this occasion of renewing to you the assurances of my

high consideration.
ALPHONSO LA MARMORA.

Mr. MARSH, Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America.

Mr. Marsh to Mr. Seward.

[Extract. ]
No. 111.] LeeaTion or THE UNITED STATES,
Turin, January 16, 1865.
SIR: * * * * * * * *

The removal of the seat of this government to Florence is to take place on
the first of May next, and the necessary alterations and constructions of public
buildings for the accommodation of the different departments of the ministry
and other branches of public service are now in progress at that-city.

The excitement which the sudden announcement of this change produced
having subsided, the measure has now become a subject of calm reflection, and
is by no means regarded, even at Florence, with the favor which welcomed the
first intelligence of the convention. On the contrary, while it has gained no
new friends, as a wise or necessary step, the convictions of those who origi-
nally opposed it have been strengthened, and if the question were now to be tried
upon its merits, I do not think the ministry could command a majority of either
branch of the national legislature in its favor; that it was intended by some of
the parties to the negotiation as a renunciation of the claim to Rome as the
national capital would now be scarcely denied; but however that may be, the
effect of it will be to renew the agitation of the Roman question, and it will soon
- present itself to the people in a shape more imperiously demanding a satisfac-
tory solution than ever. . } )

Hitherto the desire to retain the seat of government at the ancient capital of
its kings has, in a great measure, stifled the voice of Piedmont on this question,
and, therefore, the most powerful national influence which could be brought to
bear upon it has been, to a certain extent, paralyzed. The moral strength of
the nation resides in Piedmont, and the whole influence of all classes, with the
exception of the clergy, throughout the old provinces, will now be directed to
the accomplishment of an end to which the population of the former Sardinian
kingdom has been hitherto comparatively indifferent. Jealousy of Florence
and of Tuscan influence in the government will combine to rouse the spirit of
other parts of Italy in the same direction, and the peninsula will be better united
on this point than it has hitherto been on any other.

Happily for the interests of Italian liberty, the recent encyclical letter of
Pope Pius IX is likely to frustrate the various schemes of conciliation which
have been dreamed of as effectually as the madness of our own southern pro-
slavery politicians has dispelled the visions of a new compromise between the
spirit of slavery and the spirit of freedom in our own commonwealth.

One of the mose important measures now under discussion in the Italian par-
liament is the bill for the suppression of monastic corporations. It is unfortu-
nate that the measure had not been proposed and sustained on moral rather
than financial grounds; for its advocates have thus deprived themselves of their
strongest argument, and at the same time furnishes their opponents with the
most powerful weapons of resistance. Considered as a question of expediency
in a moral point of view, independently of religious prejudice, the reasons for the
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suppression of the conventional establishments are overwhelming, and their
force is much increased by numerous recent disclosures of a turpitude and de-
pravity among the members of many monastic institutions which are happily
unimaginable in countries not familiar with the history of similar establishments
in former periods. Four or five monastic schools have recently been closed by
the government for reasons similar to those which led to the suspension of the
school of the Gynorantelli at Turin, in 1863. * * * % *

The fate of the bill is doubtful, but it is thought probable that it will pass
the chamber of deputies, in 4 modified form, and then perhaps fail altogether in
the senate.

But while the political condition of Italy is in many respects unsatisfactory,
there are in some directions some tokens of at least material progress. The
readiness with which the proposal to anticipate the taxes for 1865 has been
met by the people, is a very favorable indication of the pecuniary condition of
the people; and the improved well-being of the laboring classes, and especially
the great reduction in the number of mendicants, are circumstances which very
forcibly strike the attention of all strangers who knew Italy fifteen years ago.
The sale of the railroads and of the public domain, though at prices far below
their probable value, will serve to relieve the treasury, and, in fact, the financial
embarrassments of the government are among the least of its real difficulties.

The re-election of President Lincoln has, as you have heard from all quar-
ters, been received with the greatest satisfaction by the friends and the greatest
disappointment by the enemies of European liberty. The issue presents itself
on the continent in two aspects ; first, as a question of the abolition of domestic
slavery, and, secondly, as a question of the power of popular government to
maintain themselves against domestic as well as against foreign hostility. The
present administration of the American government enjoys, I believe, the con-
fidence of our European well-wishers—that is to say, of all the popular masses
on this side of the Atlantic, on both points. I have no reason to doubt that
most of the members of this government are friendly to us, though I regret to
say that it allows the ministerial journals to indulge in atone of malevolence and
misrepresentation of fact against us, which it certainly would not permit in the
case of states whose good will it valued at a high rate.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
GEORGE P. MARSH.

Hon. WiLLiax H. SEwaRD, Secretary of State.

Myr. Seward to Mr. Marsh.

No. 125.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 7, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch of the 16th of January, No. 111, has been received, and
your proceedings therein mentioned are approved.

I thank you for the information you have given me concerning the political
affairs of Italy.

The United States rejoice in everything that contributes to the stability of
the Italian government, or tends to promote the welfare and happiness of the
Italian people. If, as you suppose, these sentiments are not fully reciprocated
by the government of Italy at the present moment, we may regret the circum-
stance without allowing it to affect our settled policy in regard to that very in-
teresting ecountry. Once we enjoyed the general respect of Kuropean states,
some of them became unfriendly when we entered the ways of adversity. We
shall always gratefully remember that Italy was not one of these nations.
However unfriendly any of its governing statesmen may regard us, we do not
cease to remember that the fate of the civil war in which we are engaged is
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little dependent on foreign favor ; that if we fail we cannot expect friends, and
if we continue to be successful, it will be less neceszary than it has been hitherto
to plead for friendship.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
GEeoreE P. MarsH, Esq., §c., §c., Turin.

Myr. Marsh to Mr. Seward.

No. 114.] LeaaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Turin, February 13, 1865.

Sir: As the public journals have already informed you, the King of Italy
left T'urin for Florence on the third day of the present month, and the latter
city will henceforth be the royal residence. The immediate occasion of the
King’s departure was the absence of any representation of the municipality of
Turin at a court ball given on the evening of January 30, and the refusal of
that body to disclaim or apologize for popular manifestations of dissatisfaction
in the streets and public squares of the city on that evening.

These manifestations, it appears, were specially provoked by the neglect of
parliament to pass resolutions implying some censure of the ministry for their
conduct during the disturbance of September 21 and 22, and to make any
provision for the relief of the widows and children of innocent persons killed
on that unhappy occasion.

The departure of the Kirg was extremely sudden. No previous notice of his
intention to remove to Florence was given, nor, in fact, was that intention even
generally suspected at Turin before it was carried into effect; no public announce-
ment of his change of residence has been since promulgated, nor has any
communication yet been made to the diplomatic corps on the subject. The
King, however, was accompanied by General La Marmora, president of the coun-
c¢il and minister of foreign affairs, by some others of the ministry, and by the
principal officers of the court, and many of the public journals declared that the
personal removal of the King and court was held to involve the removal of the
seat of government, and to be, in fact, an execution of the act of parliament and
the royal decree for transferring the capital to Florence.

In order to inform myself on this point, I visited the minister of foreign
affairs at Florence on Monday last, and learned from him that Turin is still
considered the official capital of the kingdom, and will continue to be so re-
garded until the actual removal of the public offices ‘and their archives and
personnel.

This it is understood will not take place until April, or more probably May,
and in the mean time most, if not all, of the foreign diplomatic representatives
will remain here, visiting Florence from time to time, it occasion shall require.

I shall, unless otherwise instructed, pursue the same course, and hope that this
decision will meet your approbation.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
GEORGE P. MARSH.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, Secretary of State, §c., §c., §c.

Mr. Marsh to Mr. Seward.

No. 137] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Turin, April 28, 1865.

Sir: I have received from the minister of foreign affairs official notice that
the office of that ministry will be transferred to Florence on the fifteenth day of
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May next, but I have been since informed by the secretary general that it is
doubtful whether the minister of foreign affairs will be at that city in person
before the end of the month.

It is understood that the King leaves Turin for Florence to-day, but no formal
announcement of his change of residence has been made.

I shall remain at Turin until the removal of the public offices actually takes
place, and shall then proceed to the new capital.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
. GEORGE P. MARSH.
Hon. WiLniam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

Myr. Marsh to Mr. Hunter.

No. 118.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Turin, Apri 29, 1865.

Sir: Two days since a telegraphic message forwarded to this city for trans-
mission to Constantinople brought us the first announcement of the fearful crime
to which the Chief Magistrate of the Union has fallen a victim. The want of
direct intelligence and the brevity of the telegram led many to suspect that it
was a false rumor, invented for purposes of speculation, but it was confirmed b
later messages, and the post of this morning brings us many of the details of
the assassination, as well as a notice of your appointment as Acting Secretary of
State.

Upon the reception of the first message members of the Italian senate and
chamber of deputies, which were then there in session, called at my house for
information as to the truth of the report. This, in consequence of the accidental
failure of telegrams to and from Mr. Adams, I was unable to give, but know-
ing, as I do, the character of the enemies with whom the late President had to
contend, and remembering the threats of which he was often the object, I have
long thought such an event probable, and did not hesitate to say that I so con-
sidered it.

You will receive from nearer sources abundant evidence of the reprobation
and horror which this enormous offence against humanity has excited throughout
Europe, and I am happy to say that the most eminent friends of Italian liberty
are not behind the foremost in condemnation of the crime and in regret for the sud-
den removal of a public officer who, at the moment of his death, enjoyed the
reverence of the civilized world in a higher degree than any other man of our
times. .

The minister of foreign affairs has requested me to assure my government of
the special regret and sympathy of the King of Italy and of the present ad-
ministration of the kingdom, and most of the foreign ministers at this court have
expressed to mesimilar sentiments. The senate and the chamber of deputies have
passed appropriate resolutions on the -occasion, but as these will be officially
communicated to the government through the Italian minister at Washington I
forbear to transmit them. I, however, enclose herewith, at the request of re-
spectable persons, two series of resolutionsfrom masonic associations, which have
just been communicated to me.

Great interest is naturally felt and expressed respecting the probable policy
of Mr. Lincoln’s successor, and the effect of the President’s death on the polit-
ical interests of the United States. It has been a great satisfaction to me to be
able to testify, from personal acquaintance with the present incumbent of the
presidential office, to the purity and elevation of his character, and to his sound-
ness, ability, and integrity as a statesman, and at the same time to profess a con-
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fidence in the stability of our institutions which excludes all fear either of a
dangerous shock to them or of a temporary derangement of” their normal fune-
tions from even so calamitous an event as this.

It would be ungracious at this moment to inquire jealously into the sincerity
of the official expressions of European regret, or into the probable effects of Mr.
Lincoln’s death on the policy of foreign powers towards us. Happily the pro-
gress of our arms has secured us from all visible danger of European interven-
tion, and if there are governments which, in earlier stages of the rebellion,
might have availed themselves of such a conjuncture as this for evil ends, it is
now too late to make it an occasion of successful wrong-doing by any European
state to the people of the United States.

We are yet without definite information as to the condition of the Secretary of
Stateand of his son and assistant; but the telegraphicintelligence seems favorable
to the life and complete restoration of both of them. The great wisdom and
ability with which Mr. Seward has conducted the foreign relations of the United
States are universally acknowledged, and are, indeed, so deeply felt that his
decease at this moment would be regarded by Europe as a loss to his country
hardly less than that of the President himself, and I most earnestly trust both
that his life may be saved and that he may be spared the heavy affliction of
the loss of a distinguished son.

I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant,
GEORGE P.MARSH.

Hon. W. HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State.

(For enclosure see Appendix, separate volume.)

Mr. Marsh to Mr. Hunter.
' [Extract.]

No. 119.] ' ‘ LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
Turin, May 15, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your instruction of
April 17, 1865, with the official announcement of the assassination of the Pres-
1dent of the United States. I immediately communicated a copy of this an-
nouncement to the minister of foreign affairs, and have received a reply, of
which a translation is annexed.

I have received a considerable number of addresses, resolutions, and other
expressions of condolence with the people of the United States on this sad
event, which I shall forward to Washington by the first private conveyance. I
retain them in the mean time, because they would form a package somewhat
bulky for the mails.

* * * * * *
There are in'circulation many rumors of a projected alliance between France,
Austria, Italy, and Spain for the maintenance of the new imperial dynasty in
Mexico, at a cost, even, of a war with the United States; and a visit of Gen-
eral Cialdini to Spain, at this moment, is suspected by some to be connected
- with a negotiation for this end. The whole thing seems extremely improbable
as to some of the powers in question, and supremely absurd as to the best in-
terests of all of them. In such a crusade I can hardly believe that this or any
other European government, except, perhaps, England, would have the sup-
port of its own people;; and so transparent an attempt to put down republican-
ism in America as this would be, might very probably teach European states-
men that democracy is a mueh more powerful element of opposition to measures
of despotic policy than they, at this moment, consider it.
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The session of parliament is not yet closed, and the minister of foreign affairs
is still here, but the transfer of all the public offices to Florence will probably
be completed before the month of June, and I intend to go to that city in the
course of the present or the next wonth,
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE P. MARSH.
Hon. Wiruiam HUNTER,
Acting Secretary of State.

[ Translation.]
TURIN, May 6, 1865.

Mr. MINISTER: I have received the note which you have done me the honor to address
me under date of May 5. transmitting to me a copy of a circular of the Department of State
at Washington, which conveys the official announcement of the assassination committed on
the person of the President of the United States and of the accession of Mr. Andrew Johnson
to the Presidency. ) :

On the 28th of April last, I hastened to transmit to the minister of Italy at Washington the -
address which the Italian parliament had voted to the Congress of the Union, in order to
express to that body its sentiments of lively sympathy and the indignation which the execra-
ble crime of which Mr. Lincoln has been the victim has excited in Italy.

The King, my august sovereign, and his government, fully concur in this manifestation,
and I renew to you, Mr. Minister, the warmest expression of the sentiments they have felt, in
common with the whole Italian nation, on this sad occasion.

In forming sincere wishes for the prosperity of the States of the Union and of their worthy
President, Mr. Andrew Johnson, I beg you to accept, Mr. Minister, the assurance of my

high consideration. i
ALPHONSE LA MARMORA.

Mr. Marsh to Mr. Hunter.

No. 121.] LeGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Florence, June 5, 1865.

Sir: Ileft Turin on Tuesday last and came immediately to this city. I
shall make my arrangements for a permanent residence here as rapidly as pos-
sible, though, for reasons stated in a former despatch, I shall be obliged to
make occasional visits to Turin, until I can secure proper apartments for my
family, and the convenience of the legation, which is by no means an easy task.
Mr. Clay preceded me by a few days, and has takenlodgings which will serve as
an office until a better provision is made.

The Foreign Office is now established at Florence, although one branch of it,
the diplomatic council, as well as some other public offices, still remain at the
former capital.

I saw General La Marmora ou Saturday. He inquired into our present and
probable future relations with Mexico, with no small interest, and 1 know from
various sources that this subject is now occupying the serious attention of Ital-
ian statesmen of all shades of political opinion. In case the Emperor Napoleon
shall decide to send large re-enforcements to Mexico, I have no doubt whatever
that Italy will be called upon to furnish a contingent, and the leading article in
the Opinione, a semi-official organ, which I sent to you by the last post, was
doubtless intended to prepare public opinion in Italy for such an event.

The pending negotiations with Rome are looked to with much anxiety.
Nothing authentic has transpired as to the character of the instructions of the
Italian envoy. * * * * * * * *

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
GEORGE P. MARSH.

Hon. WiLLiam HUNTER, :

Acting Secretary of State.
10 p c**
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My. Marsh to Mr. Hunter.

No. 122.] : LecaTtion oF THE UNITED STATES,
' Florence, June 10, 1865.

Sir: On the receipt of the three proclamations of the President of the United
States, dated April 11, 1865, relating, respectively, to the treatment of vessels-
of-war of the United States by foreign powers, in the ports and waters of
such powers, to the closing of certain ports of the United States, and %o the
port of Key West, I enclosed copies of them all to the minister of foreign
affairs, with a note, a copy of which, marked A, is hereto annexed. .

On the 29th of May I addressed to the minister a note, of which a copy,
marked B, is hereto annexed, together with a copy of the proclamation therein
referred to.

I have received from the minister two notes, dated June 6th and June 9th,
translations of which, marked, respectively, ¢ and D, are annexed.

I +hall go to Twurin to-day, partly for reasons of personal convenicnce, and

partly to finish the draught of the treaty which I am authorized to negotiate
with this kinugdom. The library and archives of the legation still remaining at
Turin, I can perform this labor much more conveniently at that city than at
this, and I hope to complete it in a few days.

It is now announced that the archives and offices of the Italian parliament
will remain at the old capital for some weeks, or even months longer, and, as
the expected dissolution of the national legislature has pot yet taken place, it
is suggested that a new session may be convoked at Turin for the purpose of
sanctioning a convention with Rome, or, possibly, of acting on the question of
furnishing an Ttalian contingent to the French army of occupation in Mexico.
The latter supposition is less probable than it seemed a few days since; but the
present chambers would go with France and the Italian ministry on either point.
The next parliament may prove: less pliable.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, :
GEORGE P. MARSH.
" Hon. WiLLiam HuNTER,
Acting Secretary of State.

A,

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Turin, May 5, 1865.

YoUR EXCELLENCY : I have the honor to enclose to you copies of a proclamation by the
President of the United States, dated April 11, 1865, relating to the treatment of vessels-of-
war of the United States by foreign powers in the ports and waters of such powers; a proe-
lamation by the President of the United States, dated April 11, 1865, relating to the closing
of certain ports of the United States enumerated in said proclamation, and a proclamation by
the President of the United States, dated April 11, 1865, declaring that the port of Key West,
inadvertently included in the terms of the last-mentioned proclamation, shall remain open.

Your excellency is aware that the government of the United States has never admitted the
validity of the reasons which have induced various foreign powers, during the rebellion of a
portion of the lawful territory of the Union, to deny to the armed vessels of the United States
the hospitalities reciprocally usual between friendly nations.

It is also known to your excellency that by recent victories of the arms of the Union, the
federal government is once more in undisputed possession of nearly the whole of the territory
lately occupied by the rebel forces, and that the so-called Confederate States are now without
a political capital, without an army, without seaports, and, in fact, without a government
recognized even by themselves. : .

The alleged reasons for the refusal of the usual international comity to our ships-of-war,
never, as I have said, sufficient in the eyes of the federal government to justify such refusal,
have now, therefore, altogether ceased to exist, and my government confidently expects that
all foreign powers, and especially the kingdom of Italy, in whose waters no vessel bearing
the rebel flag has ever appeared, and which has always manifested the most amicable senti-
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ments towards the United States, will acquiesce in the justice and propriety of restoring to
the armed vessels of the Union the enjoyment of the hospitalities which has been granted by
each of the two nations to the navy of the other.

It is proper that I should admit, on this occasion, that the United States have had no occa-
sion to complain of the enforcement, in practice, of the rules prescribed by his Majesty’s gov-
ernment respecting the treatment of foreign armed vessels, and I take pleasure in acknowi-
edging a-comity on the part of the Italian government, of which my own is by no means
insensible, and which may justly be regarded as a proof that the friendship solong manifested
by his Majesty’s government for the government of the United States is in no degree impaired.

I pray your excellency to accept the renewed expression. of my high consideration.

i GEORGE P. MARSH.

His Excellency General A. LA MARMORA,

, ) Minister of Foreign Affairs.

B.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Turin, May 29, 1865.

Your EXCELLENCY: I have the honor to enclose herewith a printed copy of a proclama-
tion by the President of the United States in relation to the treatment of cruisers acting under
the pretended authority of the so-called Confederate States in the ports of foreign powers.

It is certainly not to be expected that vessels under the rebel flag will seek an asylum in
the ports of his Majesty the King of Italy, but in such case the liberality with which his
Majesty’s government has treated the armed ships of the United States in Italian waters, and
thie notorious fact that no shadow of a confederate government now exists, justify the expec-
tation that no manner of recognition, aid, or comfort will be extended to ships claiming to
belong to this illegal organization.

I pray your excellency to accept the renewed expression of my high consideration.

'~ GEORGE P. MARSH.

His Excellency General A. LA MARMORA

President of the Council and Minister of Foreign: Affairs.

C.
[Translation.]

FLORENCE, June 6, 1865.

MR. MiNISTER: The transferof the capital to Florence has not allowed me to reply sooner
to the note you did me the honor to address me, under date of May 5, communicating to me
proclamations of the late President of the United States, Mr. Lincoln, relating to the treat-
ment of ships-of-war of the Union in foreign waters and to the closing of certain ports of the
United States. .

You are aware, Mr. Minister, that the King’s government has never concealed its sympa-
thies for the just cause which has obtained so decisive successes, and you have yourself ad-
mitted that if we have been obliged to apply, in principle, to the armed vessels of the United
States in the waters of Italy the conditions which our regulations impose upon belligerent
vessels, we have taken care to mitigate their enforcement in practice, so as to embarrass as
littlﬁe as possible the entrance of Union ships-of-war iuto our ports and roads and their stay at
such points. .

Nogv that the civil war may be considered at an end, we are happy to be able to give to
the government of the United States new pledges of our continued friendship. .

I hasten, then, to announce to youthat all the restrictions provisionally adopted with refer-
ence to the armed vessels of the United States are rescinded, and that hereafter these vessels
will be treated in our waters on the footing of the ships-of-war of other friendly powers in
time of peace.

As to the armed vessels of the separatists, we hope that none of them will appear on our
coasts. But if, contrary to all probability, any such should present themselves, they would
not be received into our ports except in case of urgent necessity, under circumstances where
the laws of humanity would not allow us to reject them ; and in that event, our authorities
will take all necessary precautions to prevent any inconvenience from resulting therefrom.

Accept, Mr. Minister, the assurance of my high consideration.

A. LA MARMORA.

Mr. GEORGE P. MARSH,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of the United States of America.
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D.

[Translation. ]

FLORENCE, June 9, 1865.
MR. MINISTER : The decisions which I had the honor to announce to you by my despatch

of June 6, having anticipated the communication, which by your note of May 29 you have

made me, of a proclamation by the President of the United States relative to the treatment of

armed vessels of the separatists, it only remains for me to discharge the duty of acknowledg-
ing the receipt of that document. : )

I avail myself of this occasion to offer you the assurance of my high consideration.
. For the minister, M. CERRUTI.
Mr. GEORGE P. MARSH,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of the Unuted States of America.

Mr. Marsh to Mr. Seward.
[Extracts. ]

No. 123.] LrcATioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
: Florence, June 29, 1865.

Sir: Although I am not officially informed that you have so far recovered as
to be.able to resume the discharge of your functions as chief of the State De-
partment, I infer from the newspaper accounts that you are again at your post,
and I accordingly address this despatch to you. I beg you, sir, to accept for
yourself and our common country my sincere congratulations on your return to
duties which, if less arduous than heretofore, arve still of a character to demand
the utmost powers of an intellect which has been exerted with such commanding
ability and such signal success in the direction of our foreign affairs during the
eventful administration which has lately closed. .

The transfer of the official capital of the kingdom of Italy to Florence is now
substantially effected, though some public offices still remain at Turin. The
work of reorganization is, however, not completed, and it will be some months
before the engine of state is again in regular operation. The King has gone to
Piedmont for the summer, and the minister of foreign affairs is at present at
Turin.

T have left a draught of the proposed treaty of commerce and navigation between
‘the United States and Italy at the Foreign Office for examination, and shall pro-
ceed with the discussion of its provisions as soon as the ministry is ready to
enter upon it.

By the letter of my instructions I am authorized to negotiate a treaty or trea-
ties. I suppose this expression would include a consular convention as well as
an ordinary commercial treaty, but I am not clear as to the expediency of con-
cluding a separate convention for this purpose. A consular convention much
resembling ours with France was negotiated between that power and Italy in
1862. Great Britain has no consular convention with this kingdom, and "the
British government has contented itself with inserting in the treaty of commerce
and navigation of 1863 a general clause securing to the consuls of the two coun-
tries respectively the powers, privileges, and exemptions granted by each to
consuls of the most favored nations. ,

As 1 view the question, the principal motive for negotiating an independent
convention for defining the power and privileges of consuls would be to limit
the exemption of consular officers from liability to attendance in courts as wit-
nesses. Lo invest consular pupils, or vice-consuls who may be American eciti-
zens, or commercial representatives of insignificant powers, with privileges which
‘may occasion great inconvenience to American legal tribunals, as we appear to
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have done in our convention with France, seems to me a subordination of the
judiecial authority to mere commercial interests, which is inconsistent with the
dignity properly belonging to what American and English law regards as so
exalted a department, and I should propose to exempt only consuls general and
consuls, citizens of the states they represent and not engaged in commerce, from
compulsory attendance in courts of justice.

You have certainly better means than I can have of judging of the intentions
of the French Emperor with regard to Mexico and the United States, but I cannot
help attaching some importance to the tone of the Italian ministerial press, and
of all the Italian journals in the French interest, in regard to this question.
They are evidently still aiming to prepare the public mind for a call from France
for a contingent to the French army of occupation in Mexico, and for a possible
rupture with the United States. How far these journals speak from ministerial
inspiration, and how far from French suggestion, it is hard to say. * * *

The negotiations with Rome will be resumed as soon as the preliminary elec-
tions are over; and if the present ministry remains in power new concessions
will be offered, provided it suits the policy of France to require them. Many
suppose the settlement of the Roman question to be especially desired at this
moment by Napoleon in order that both his troops and those of Italy be less
embarrassed in their Mexican movements, but I shall be much disappointed if a
Gallo-Italic transatlantic war does not end in a Gallo-Italic revolution at home.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
GEORGE P. MARSH.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD,

» Secretary of State.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Marsh.

No. 135.] . DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, July 24, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch of June 29, No. 123, has been received. . I thank you
for the interesting information which it communicates. It is not deemed im-
portant that you should make at present any proposition to the Italian govern-
ment relative to the negotiation of a consular convention. You will, therefore,
confine yourself, under the authority that has already been given you, to the
negotiation of a commercial treaty.

I am, sir, your obedient servant;

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
GEORGE P. MaRsH, Esq., §c., §c., Florence.
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ROME.

BMr. King to Mr. Seward.

No. 29.] _ LEGATION OF THE UNITFD STATES AT ROME,
December 24, 1864.

Stk : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 20,
of November 18, in answer to mine of October 24, and am gratified to learn
that the contents of the communication to which it refers were satisfactory to
the government.

Since my last, of November 24, nothing has occurred at Rome calling for
special mention. Political quiet continues to prevail throughout the papal
dominions. The health of his Holiness, somewhat impaired by a cold during
the past week, is now fully restored.

The intelligence of Mr. Dayton’s sudden death in Paris was received lere
by all who knew him with feelings of profound regret. The country loses in
him an able, faithful and zealous public servant, and his family one whose
place cannot be supplied.

The impression produced in Europe by the ever-memorable result of the
recent presidential election, and the firm self-reliant unyielding attitude assumed
by the American people in vindication of the national authority and honor and
in defence of the national life, continues to strengthen and extend. It is the
ardent hope of all loyal Americans abroad, and of the millions in Europe who
sympathize with them, that the progress of our arms may speedily ‘complete
the triumph of law, liberty and Union which the popular verdict of November
8 80 gloriously inaugurated.

I avail myself of the occasion to tender to our honored President and his faith-
ful cabinet ministers the good wishes and congratulations appropriate to this
festive season.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
RUFUS KING.

Hon. WiLniam H. SEwARD, §v., §c., §c

Mr. King to Mr. Seward.

[Extract. ]
No. 30.] LegaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
v January 7, 1865.
SIR : * * * * * *

In accordance with diplomatic custom, I paid an official visit to the Pope
and cardinal secretary of state, during-the Christmas week, to tender the good
wishes and congratulations appropriate to the season; I enjoyed with each a
pleasant and satisfactory interview, and availed myself of the opportunity to
direct their attention to the gratifying character of the recent intelligence from
America. They both appreciated in its full force the significance of the news
:and joined in the hope, which I expressed, that the steady progress of the
ifederal arms would speedily restore to our country the inestimable blessings of
Jpeace and union.
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Bishop Lynch, of Charleston, South- Carolina; returned from Paris to Rome
a few days since. I know of no reason to suppose, however, that he is at all
more likely to be received and -acknowledged as an official representative of
the rebel government than at his previous visit.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
’ RUFUS KIXNG.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwarp, §., §c., &e.

Mr. King to Mr. Seward.

No. 31] LecaTion oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
January 14, 1865.

Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 21, of De-
cember 16, from the State Department; in reply to mine of November 12, and
conveying instructions as to the disposition to be made of sundry volumes in the
archives of the United States legation in Rome.

The intelligence of the capture of Savaunah by the federal forces, under com-
mand of General Sherman, reached us on Monday last, and was received with
the utmost enthusiasm by the Americans in Rome. I attended a state dinner
at the Austrian ambassador’s on the same day, and had the pleasure of receiving
from various members of the diplomatic corps their hearty congratulations upon
the favorable complexion of the news. The Russian chargé d’affaires, Baron
Meyendorf, and the newly appointed minister. from Venezuela, Signor Pullido,
were especially earnest in their felicitations. Baron Meyendorf remarked that
Russia sympathized deeply with the United States in this hour of our national
trouble, and that not only the Eniperor but the people of Russia had been inex-
pressibly touched by the warm and generous welcome extended to the Russian
fleet, during its visit last year to different ports in the United States. I cordially
assented to the hope which he expressed that the relations between our two
governments might become more and more kindly and fraternal as the years
rolled on. The Venezuelian minister was even more emphatic in the expression
of his good wishes. He said that for years past the predominance of the pro-
slavery interests in the councils of the great American republic had exerted a
baneful influence upon the new-born governments of the south American states ;
that in their early struggles and later development they had met with little
sympathy from the quarter to which they had naturally looked for encourage-
ment, as well as example, but that now, happily, all was changed, and from the
United States of North America, under their present rulers, they had met with
the kindest recognition ; therefore it was, he added, that the progress of the federal
arms and the impending overthrow of the slaveholders rebellion was hailed with
delight by the people and states of South America, as it held out to them the-
bright promise that the system of free government and republican institutions,
inaugurated and vindicated by the people of the United States, was to be the
common heritage and proud boast of ‘the entire western continent.

The telegraphic despatches yesterday gave us the substance of the note ad-
dressed by the State Department to the government of Brazil in reference to the
capture of the Florida in the harbor of Bahia. I thought it a good occasion to
converse with the Chevalier de Figuereido, the Brazilian chargé d’affaires, on the
subject, and was glad to find that he was equally pleased with the spirit and
tenor of the communication, as caleulated to allay all ill feeling between the two
governments, and to satisfy the authorities and people of Brazil that the United
States would do justice in the premises. v ,

T had an official interview yesterday morning with the cardinal secretary of
state; he too expressed his satisfaction with the action of our government in the
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matter of the Florida, and remarked that it would quiet the angry spirit which
had been at first aroused in Brazil by the conduct of the Ameiican consul at
Bahia and the captain of the Wachusett. Reverting to our home affairs, the
cardinal observed that the recent signal successes of the federal arms seemed to
promise an early end to the war, which he most earnestly desired, and the re-es-
tablishment of the Union. . He thought that the great difficulty now would be
to arrange the terms of peace and the re-admission into the Union of the seceded
States, as the violent passions excited by such a war as had afflicted our country
for the past four years were not easily allayed. I remarked to his eminence
that there was no angry spirit, no feeling of revenge, towards the people of the
southern States among their brethren at the north; that we believed they had.
been misinformed and misled by a few ambitious and unscrupulous men, and
that they would be welcomed back into the Union with open arms and in a for-
giving temper, the moment they submitted themselves to the authority of the
federal government. ‘

I availed myself of the opportunity to mention to the cardinal a rumor which
has been in circulation in Rome, that the Pope had written a second letter to
Jefferson Davis, in the sense of encouraging him to persevere in his work of re-
bellion, and giving him the benefit of a papal recognition. The cardinal with-
out any hesitation pronounced the report untrue. The Pope had written no
second letter, he said, though he himself had addressed one, general in its terms
and pacific in its spirit, to the southern “commissioners” who had addressed a
circular to all the courts of Europe. This, the cardinal remarked, simply en-
gaged the good offices of the Pope to bring about peace, whenever a fitting op-
portunity should offer itself for the exercise of his moral influence. Beyond this
I do not think that the papal government will be in any more haste to interfere
in our affairs than France or England. ! ’ :

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
, . RUFUS KING.

Hon. WirLiam H. SEWARD, &c., &c., &e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. King.

No. 24.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
o ‘ Washington, February 8, 1865.
Sir: I have received your interesting despatch of J. anuary 14, No. 31, and
have read with much pleasure the account it gives of your conversation with
various members of the diplomatic corps, on a recent occasion, at the residence
of the Austrian ambassador to Rome.
_ Your proceedings, on receiving by telegraph the substance of the note of this
department, relative to the capture of the Florida in the harbor of Bahia, are.
approved.. '
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Rurus King, Esq., §e., &c., Rome.

Mr. King to Mr. Seward.
No. 32.] LecaTion oF THE UNITED STATES AT RoME,
February 11, 1865.

Sir: The intelligence of the sudden death of the lamented Edward Everett
was received by the Americans in Rome with profound and unaffected regret.
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Anticipating the wishes of the State Department, I have caused the rooms of
the American legation to be draped in mourning, as a slight mark of respect to
the memory of the departed statesman, orator, and patriot.

The unexpected departure of Victor Emanuel from Turin for the new capital
of Italy—Florence—excites some effervescence in the political circles of Rome.
The adherents of the papal government do not openly attach much importance
to the change, but the liberal party build high hopes upon it. This party for
several years past has kept entirely aloof from the carnival celebration cus-
tomary at this season, but in Lonor of the Franco-Italian treaty, and, as they
believe, the approaching realization of their darling wish—an united Italy,
with Rome for its capital—they have resolved this year to participate in the
carnival festivities, and do whatever they can to add to their gayety -and
splendor. : '

PThe health of the sovereign pontiff continues excellent, though the winter
thus far has been an unfavorable one, and an unusual amount of sickness has
prevailed in Rome.

The number of American visitors here has largely increased within the past
few weeks, and I am happy to say that, with very rare exceptions, they are
earnest and ardent supporters of the government of the Union.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, ,
‘ RUFUS KING.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwarp,
Secretary of -State.

Mr. King to Mr. Seward.

No. 33] LecarioN oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
March 4, 1865.

Sir: T am reminded by the date of my letter that on this day our honored
President renews his vow of devotion to the Constitution and laws of our
country, and enters upon the second term of his administration. I desire to
offer to him and to the faithful counsellors who form his cabinet my heartfelt
congratulations on the events of the past few months and the happy auspices
under which he resumes his good work, as well as my earnest wishes that, by
the blessing of God, he may realize, within a brief period, his ardent hope for
peace, liberty, and union. k :

Nothing has transpired in Rome since my last despatch calling for special
comment. The carnival passed off without any disturbance, and was very
generally participated in, as well by foreigners as by Romans,

I had an official interview with Cardinal Antonelli a few days since, and a
very frank talk about affairs in America. His eminence seemed to appreciate
fully the events of the late campaigns, and to look forward hopefully to the
‘speedy cessation of hostilities and the submission of the insurgents to the con-
stituted authorities of the country.

I availed myself of an opportunity during the current week to converse with
the French ambassador, the Count de Sartiges, about affairs in Mexico and the
rumor, very current in Europe, that Maximilian had ceded certain provinces to
Napoleon as security for material and financial aid, of which ex-Senator Gwin
was to be viceroy, and which was to form the nucleus of a “confederate”
colony. The count treated the story as an absurdity, and repeated what he
said to me some months ago, that the Emperor of the French would withdraw
all his troops from Mexico at the earliest opportunity.

Bishop Lynch is still in Rome, though in no accredited official position. I
hear, however, that he and those who sympathize with him profess confident
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hopes of some European demonstration in behalf of the so-called Confederate
States on or immediately after this the 4th day of March. I do not myself
entertain any apprehensions on the subject. Europe has enough to do at home,
while the United States of America have abundantly proved that they can take
care of themselves, and neither ask nor fear any foreign intervention.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
RUFUS KING.
Hon. WiLriam H. SEwARD,
Secretary of State.

Mr. Kz:ng to Mr. Seward.

No. 34.] v LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES AT RomeE,
March 11, 1865.

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatehes Nos. 23 and
24, from the State Department, under date of' February 8, in reply to mine,
Nos. 30 and 31, of January 7 and 14.

The news of the fall of Charleston, which left New York on the 22d of
February, Washington’s birth-day, arrived in Rome on the 4th of March, the
first day of President Lincoln’s second term. The coincidence added not a
little to the pride and satisfaction with which the glad tidings were hailed by
the loyal Americans, as well as all others in this imperial city, who look forward
hopefully to the progress of civil and religious liberty throughout the world.

The rumor to which I referred in a previous despatch, about the Pope’s
probable departure from Rome in the event of the withdrawal of the French
garrison, has been revived during the past week, and is quite current in diplo-
matic and other circles. It is added that, in the case that he leaves Rome, the
Holy Father will take up his residence, temporarily, at least, in the island of
Malta, where an asylam is understood to have been offered him some time since
by the British government. My information upon the subject is not yet
sufficiently reliable to enable me to form a definite opinion as to the authenticity
of this report. I hope, however, to obtain ere long precise and trustworthy
intelligence in the premises.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
RUFUS KING.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwWARD, &c., &c., §c.

Mr. king to Mr. Seward.

[Extract. ]
No. 35.] LecaTtioN oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
March 25, 1865.
SIR : * * * * % The relations between the French and

papal courts continue to engross attention in Europe, and many rumors are cir-
culated as to the conversation between his Holiness and Count Sartiges, to which
I adverted in my last communication. From what I can learn, I am inclined to
believe that the French ambassador simply called the Pope’s attention to the
fact that the Emperor intended to carry out the Franco-Italian treaty, by with-
drawing his troops from the Roman states, and suggested the advisability of
organizing a sufficient force to preserve the , peace and to maintain the papal
authority. 1t is generally believed that the Pope, in reply, declined to increase
the number of his troops, as not warranted by the resources at his command, or
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by the necessities of the case. I adhere to the opinion, heretofore expressed,
that notwithstanding the treaty, in the possible event of the Pope’s authority
being threatened in Rome, there will be no lack of French bayonets to sustain
it, and no transfer of the military protectorate to any other Kuropean power.
The recent intelligence from the United States has wrought a marked change
in the public opinion of Europe. The belief that the war is nearly ended and
peace, liberty, and union assured to our country is becoming very general. The
idea of any foreign intervention in behalf of the so-called Confederate States is
well nigh abandoned. :
1 am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,

, RUFUS KING.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, §c., §c., §e.
Myr. King to Mr. Seward.
No. 36.] LecAaTioN OF THE UNITED STATES AT RoMF,

April 22, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of despatch No. 26, from
the State Department, under date of March 7, in reply to mine of February 11,
and expressing satisfaction with the contents thereof.

The imposing ceremonies of Holy Week and Easter Sunday passed off this
year with unwonted eclat. The weather was uncommonly fine, the concourse
of visitors from all parts of the civilized world unprecedented, and the health of
the Sovereign Pontiff so good asto admit of his officiating in person on the days
appointed. To the Americans in Rome our Easter was a scene of special re-
joicing, for the eve of Paschal Sunday brought us the glorious tidings of the de-
feat of Lee, the capture of Richmond, and, as we trust and believe, the final
overthrow of the wicked and wanton rebellion. The intelligence was received
with the sincerest gratitude and delight, and almost all the members of the diplo-
matic corps at the papal court offered me their hearty congratulations on this
happy issue out of our national difficulties.

The Francc-Italian treaty continues to excite lively discussions in the diplo-
matic and political circles of Europe. It isnot easy, in the midst of the varying
opinions expressed and the conflicting rumors circulated, to predict with confi-
dence the results of that convention. The chief interest hinges upon the future
status of the Pope, and the probabilities of his leaving or remaining in Rome,
in the event of the withdrawal of the French troops. I had a long conversation.
with the French ambassader, Count Sartiges, on this topic a day or two since.
The count expressed the belief that matters were approaching a crisis ; that the
Pope was pressed by conflicting counsels, one party (the ultra-montane) urging
him to abandon Rome, and the other opposing such a step as suicidal ; that the
issue was with the Holy Father himself, who thus far, at least, was strongly
disinclined to leave the Vatican. That in his, the count’s judgment, the de-
parture of the Pope from Rome would be the signal for a general convulsion in
Italy, if not throughout Europe, and that the peace of the world might depend
upon the Pope’s remaining in the imperial city, where he thought his person
would always be secure and his authority respected. Count Sartiges further
informed me that the Pope had addressed an autograph letter to Victor Eman-
uel, with a view to bring about a conference touching the questions of church
" and state, in issue between the papal and Italian governments, and that within
a few days an accredited representative had arrived in Rome from Victor Eman-
uel, charged with a reply to the papal missive. He regarded this, he added,
as a very important step in the right direction, for that would be the happiest
possible solution of the problem, which, leaving the spiritual power of the Holy
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Father unquestioned, should sustain his temporal authority by Italian bayonets,
I have given quite fully the substance of the ¥'rench ambassador’s remarks, as
I thought them very significant and based upon intimate knowledge of the facts.

Passing from Ttalian topics we conversed briefly about American affairs. The
count said that he regarded the last news as entirely conclusive and the war as
substantially at an end. His apprehension then was that some trouble might
grow up between the United States and Maximilian, He did not fear any hos-
tile or aggressive action on the part of our government, certainly not—he said,
so long as the State department éontinues to be managed by the same able
statesman, who had presided over it during the past four years; but there was
danger that forty or fifty thousand desperate or adventurous men, thrown out
of active service by the return of peace, might, at any moment, cross over from
the southwest into Mexico, while there never would be wanting a Juarist
chief to issue a pronunciamento and give to the movement the color of a revo-
lution. I assured the count that peace once restored, the aim and policy of our
government and people would be to cultivate friendly relations with all mankind,
and that so long as our rights were respected and fair treatment extended to us
we should be the last power to resort to war. .

I cannot close this despatch without tendering to our honored President and
his faithful cabinet my heartfelt congratulations upon the glorious successes
which have crowned the Union arms and cause. “Thanks be to God who giveth
‘us the victory!” ‘

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
: RUFUS KING.
Hon, WwwLiam H. SEWARD, §c., &c., §c.

Myr. King to Mr. Hunter.

No. 37.] LecaTionN oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
April 29, 1865.

Sir: The appalling intelligence of the assassination of President Lincoln and
the attempt upon the lives of the Secretary and Assistant Secretary of State,
which reached Rome on the morning of the 27th instant, excited the most pro-
found and universal sentiment of horror and indignation among men of every
class, condition, and nation. The first account represented that the Assistant
Secretary of State had also fallen a victim to the assassin’s knife, and that the
life of the Secretary was despaired of, but we are at least spared this aggravation
of horrors, the latest despatch reporting that ¢Secretary Seward is out of
danger,” and that his son, though in imminent peril, is still alive. As the
tidings spread the Americans in Rome gathered together at the rooms of the United
States legation, and held a meeting to give utterance to the feelings which the
news had excited in every loyal breast. I transmit herewith, as requested, a
copy of the resolutions adopted. They but feebly express the intense emotions
which the dastardly crime of the southern conspirators has everywhere aroused.
Nor is this confined only to our own countrymen. From the cardinal secretary
of state, the ambassadors of France, Spain and Austria, the representatives of
Russia, and Brazil, and others, members of the diplomatic corps, and from some
of the principal Roman nobility and citizens, I have received assurances of the
utter detestation with which they regard the crime, and of their profound sym-
pathy with the government and people of the United States in the hour of
terrible trial and affliction. May Almighty God safely guard and guide our
country through the surging waves of trouble into the calm sunshine of peace
and public order. :




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 157

In token of respect for the memory of the great and good man, who died as
he had lived, faithful to his trust and at the post of duty, I have caused the
rooms of the United States legation to be draped in mourning. The loyal
Americans in Rome have all assumed the usual badges of mourning as a slight
manifestation of their sorrow for the lamented death of our President, and of
regard for his memory.

I need scarcely add that we await with trembling anxiety further news from
America, and that it is the devout prayer of all true-hearted Americans in Rome
that the lives of the Secretary and Assistant Secretary may be spared to their
country.

- I am, sir, with great respect your obedient servant,
RUFUS KING.

Hon. W. HuNTER, :

Acting Secretary of State, §c., §c., §e.

(For enclosure see Appendix, separate volume. )

Mr. King to Mr. Hunter.
[Extract.]

No. 38.] "LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
May 6, 1865.

Sir: The terrible catastrophe of the 14th of April, at Washington, still occu-
pies all thoughts and tongues on this side of the water, and has called forth
from the courts and people of Europe an expression of heartfelt sympathy and
sincere sorrow unparalleled in history. Appropriate religious services were
held in the United States legation rooms here, which were largely attended by
Americans and others. * * * ¥ * *

Our latest advices from home to the 22d of April encourage the belief that
both the Secretary and Assistant Sécretary of State have escaped the fate
designed for them by their brutal and cowardly assailant, and still live to serve
their country. I need not say with what unfeigned gratitude and joy this news
has been received, not only by the Americans, but by men of all nations in Rome.

I had an official interview with Cardinal Antonelli a day or two since. His
eminence embraced the opportunity to express to me, for himself and for the
Holy Father, the horror with which they regarded the bloody act which had
struck down the head of the American republic, and aimed a like blow at the
life of his chief counsellor, and of their earnest sympathy for the American gov-
ernment and people in this hour of trial and affliction. His eminence further
begged that I would make known these sentiments to the authorities at Wash-
ington.

In my despatch of April 22 I mentioned the arrival in Rome of an accredited
representative of Victor Emanuel, charged with the reply of that monarch to

_the autograph letter addressed to him some weeks since by the Pope, in reference
to certain matters at issue between them. This gentleman, Mr. Vegezzi, has
been in Rome upwards of a fortnight; has held several conferences with the Pope
and with Cardinal Antonelli; has received visits from the French ambassador
and other members of the diplomatic corps, and only left on his return to Flor-
ence yesterday. I have very good reasons for believing that he is greatly con-
tent with the issue of his mission, and goes back in high hope that a reconcilia-
tion between the Pope and Victor Emanuel, which would bring with it peace
and union throughout the peninsula, will ere long crown the ardent wishes of the
friends of a united Italy. Such a result, it cannot be doubted, would be hailed
with delight by the mass of the Italian people. On the other hand, it is wholly
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repugnant to the views and wishes of that formidable body in the Catholic
church known as the ultra-montane party, and they, of course, will oppose in
all possible ways the desired consummation.
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
‘ RUFUS KING.
Hon. WirLiam HUNTER,
Acting Secretary of State, §c., §c.

Mr. King to Mr. Hunter.

No. 39] Lecation oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
May 13, 1865.

Sir: I duly received a copy of the circular from the State Department
under date of April 17, directing all officers and others subject to its orders to
wear crape upon the left arm for;the period of six months in honor to the memory
of our late illustrious Chief Magistrate. Anticipating in this respect the wishes of
the department, I had already caused the United States legation rooms here
to be suitably draped, and, in common with all loyal Americans now in Rome,
had assumed the customary badge of mourning, which will be worn during the

.time prescribed. It is a melancholy satisfaction to know that the grief we feel
at the bereavement the republic has sustained meets with general and earnest
sympathy in all parts of the Old World, and that in Europe, as in America,
enlightened public opinion has already inscribed among the most illustrious
names on the roll of fame that of our martyred President.

The intelligence from home, to the 29th of April, bringing details of Johnston’s
surrender, seems to remove all doubt as to the complete and final overthrow of
the slaveholders’ rebellion. The four years ordeal through which our country
has passed has proved indeed a fiery one, but, thank God, it has been bravely,
unflinchingly, and triumphantly encountered. 'The latest advices as to the
steadily improving condition of the honorable the Secretary and the Assistant
Secretary of State have -given wide-spread satisfaction. We cherish the hope
that a few weeks will restore them to their wonted health, and once more in-
sure to the country the benefit of their counsels and services.

In my despatch of May 6 I mentioned the recent visit to Rome of M. Ve-
gezzi, an acceredited agent from King Victor Emanuel, and spoke of the cur-
ent rumors and conflicting hopes as to the progress and probable issue of his
mission. The subject excites very general and lively interest in political eir-
cles, and forms ope of the chief topics of conversation. It is not supposed that
much has yet been accomplished towards effecting a complete reconciliation qr
establishing cordial relations between the Pope and the King of Italy, but at

+ least a step has been taken in the right direction, and this of itself affords great
encouragement to the friends of Italian unity. There can be no question, in
my judgment that the Iloly Father is sincerely anxious to bring about such a
result, and is prepared to make liberal concessions in furtherance of so desirable
an object. The advisers of Victor Emanuel and the body of the Italian Pope,.
in the papal as in the royal dominions, look forward hopefully for the same end.
But, as I mentioned in a previous despatch, a very strong body in the church
are wholly opposed to it, as are the radical or Mazzinian party among the peo-
ple, though for very opposite reasons. It seems, indeed, to be a contest
between extremes and means, the result of which is still very doubtful.
The counsels of the French Emperor, I have reasons to think, are all in the
sense of peace and unity between church and state in Italy, and everything
seems to indicate his settled purpose to carry out the Franco-Italian treaty, and
withdraw his troops from Rome at the time fixed upon. This, however, as I
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have before remarked, is contingent upon the maintenance of peace and public
order here; for the Emperor will not-permis the person or authority of the Pope
to be molested or assailed for the want of adequate protection.

I called yesterday upon the cardinal secretary of state to communicate to him
the latest tidings received from America. He fully concurred with me in re-
garding the intelligence as decisive, and the'war as practically atan end, and he
freely avowed his satisfaction at the auspicious result.

The cardinal inquired particularly as to the state of Mr. Seward’s health, and
again expressed for himself and the Holy Father their earnest hopes for his
speedy recovery, and their sincere condolence with the American people in the
loss of their lamented President. o

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
' RUFUS KING

Hon. WiLLiaMm HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State.

s

Mr. King to Mr. Seward.
[Extract.]

No. 40.] . LeaaTion oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
: May 24, 1£65.

. Smr: Since my despatch of May 13,nothing has transpired in Rome calling
for special mention. The discussion to which I referred in my last, as to the
result of the pending conference or correspondence between the Pope and Victor
Emanuel, is still going on in diplomatic and political circles. It is doubtful,
however, whether any material progress has yet been made towards a solution
of the different questions involved. The return of M, Vegezzi, the envoy of
Victor Emanuel, is daily looked for here, and it is generally supposed that he
will bring with him some definite proposals on the part of the King of Italy.
The feeling of opposition to any compromise or reconciliation between the Pope
and the King does not seem to abate either with the ultra-montane party in the
church or the radicals among the people, and the hope of a favorable issue to
the negotiations appears to be less strong than it was a fortnight since.

Among the rumors received from America by the last arrival was one which
has created some excitement and elicited a variety of comments on this side of
the Atlantic. It is that which refers to the proposed “emigration” of many
disbanded officers and soldiers of the federal army to Mexico, with the view of
taking service under Juarez. The course which Maximilian has pursued
towards the church since he ascended the throne of the Montezumas has eost
Lim a large share of thé popularity which he enjoyed at Rome a year ago, and
there were not a few of the Catholic dignitaries who expressed the hope that
the Austrian archduke may speedily find it advisable to return to Europe.
Some of the French journals, accepting the rumor as a fact, see in it a threat
against France, and seek to hold the federal government responsible for any
movement of the kind., In conversing, however, last evening on this subject
with the French ambassador, Uount Sartiges, I was glad to hear him express
the utmost confidence that, so long as the State Department at Washington
continued to be guided by the same able hands and wise counsels which had
controlled its action during the past four years, there need be no fear of any
difficulty or misunderstanding between the United States and France.

* * * * * * * *

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servaut,

- RUFUS KING.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwarp, §c., v, §c.
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Mr. King to Mr. Hunter,

No. 41.] LecaTion oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
: June 2, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the circular from the
State Department, under date of May 16, enclosing two copies of the Presi-
dent’s proclamation of May 10, relative to insurgent cruisers, one of which I
am directed to communicate, without delay, to the government to which I am
accredited. In accordance with these instructions, I this morning presented
to the cardinal secretary of state a copy of the proclamation in question, with a
brief explanation of its contents. »

I availed myself of the. opportunity to converse with his eminence on the
subject of American affairs. He rejoiced, he said, to see that the war was en-
tirely over, and that the questions remaining to be disposed of were of trifling
importance compared with the great one which had been so effectually settled.
Alluding to the capture of Jefferson Davis, the cardinal expressed the hope that
the government might find it consistent with its views of duty to spare the life
which he had forfeited to the outraged laws of his country. I remarked to his
eminence that of one thing at least he might rest assured—that no feeling of
vengeance would dictate the course pursued, and that fewer victims would fall
at the close of our great civil war than in any other similar struggle recorded in
history.

The cardinal adverted to our existing relations with England and France,
and the causes which might disturb them. Of these he seemed to think that
Mexico was the most prominent. I assured his eminence that the American
government would not permit any “filibustering’’ expedition to be fitted out in
the United States, with a view to upset Maximilian and expel his French pro-
tectors from Mexico. At the same time I expressed the belief that the Austrian
archduke could not maintain his authority there without foreign help, and when
that was withdrawn—as it shortly must be—he would probably follow in their
footsteps. The cardinal coincided in this opinion, and added that when con-
sulted on the subject by Maximilian, upwards of a year ago, he had cautioned
the Austrian prince against undertaking the enterprise. All that his eminence
said, indeed, confirmed the view taken in my last despatch, as to the feeling now
entertained by the papal court towards Maximilian and his projected empire on
the western continent.

I mentioned to the cardinal that, within a few days past, Bishop Lynch, of
Charleston, South Carolina, a reputed confederate agent, had applied to me,
through a friend, to know upon what conditions he would be allowed to return
to South Carolina and resume his clerical functions. The cardinal remarked,
in reply, that the bishop had never been received or récognized in any way as
an accredited representative of Jefferson Davis, and that, like every other good
Catholic, resident in the United States, it was his bounden duty to honor, re-
spect, and obey the constituted authorities of the government under whose
protection he lived.

The envoy of Victor Emanuel, M. Vegezzi, is expected to return to Rome
on Monday next. This is another step forward in the pending negotiations
between the Pope and the King of Italy; but no prediction can yet be safely
hazarded as to the final result.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,
RUFUS KING.

Hon. W. HUNTER,

Acting Secretary of State.
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Mr. King to Mr. Seward.

No. 42.] LecATION oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
. June 24, 1865.

Sir: I have received from the State Department copies of the presidential
proclamations of April 11, and May 2, 9, 10, and 22, as also of the notification
issued by the Secretary of State, dated June 2, relating to foreign passports.

The festival of Corpus Domini was celebrated in this city on the 15th instant,
with all the pomp and ceremony with which the church of Rome is accustomed
to surround its public observances. The sovereign pontiff, whose health con-
tinues excellent, bore a conspicuous part in the imposing pageant, and was wel-
comed with every outward demonstration of affection and respect by the multi-
tude assembled in the great square of St. Peter.

The anniversaries of the election and coronation of the present Pope, occurring
on the 17th and 21st instant, were duly honored in Rome. In accordance with
custom, all the members of the diplomatic corps now here called to offer to his
Holiness their congratulations upon the happy return of these {to him) memor-
able days. During my interview with the Holy Father, he spoke with much
feeling about American affairs, expressed the sincere pleasure which it gave him
to learn that the war was ended, and desired me to convey to the President his
best wishes for the success of the administration and the complete restoration
of peace, prosperity, and public order. He asked several questions about our
national debt, remarking, in the connexion, that ours was a country of wonders
and of resources apparently so vast that even a debt of such magnitude need
cause no disquiet. His Holiness seemed greatly interested in the probable fate
of the leaders of the great rebellion, and especially of Jefferson Davis, express-
" ing the hope that his life might be spared, and no victims offered up on the
altar of the restored Union. But as for the conspirators and assassins who had
struck down President Lincoln and attempted the murder of the Secretary of
State, he was entirely content that, in their case, justice should do her perfect
work. I repeated to his Holiness the assurance which I had heretofore given
to Cardinal Antonelli that no life would be wantonly, vengefully, or unneces-
sarily taken, and that the greatest civil war the world had ever seen would close
with the smallest number of victims recorded in history. -

After taking leave of the Pope, I proceeded as usual to make a formal visit to
the cardinal secretary of state, and conversed for some time with his eminence
about American affairs. He, too, manifested great interest in the progress and
results of the American state trials, and warmly congratulated me upon the
final and happy termination of our great struggle.

M. Vegezzi, the representative of Vietor Emanuel, has been in Rome, on his
second visit, for two or three weeks past. He is here, however, in no recog-
nized official capacity, but rather as a private and confidential messenger; and
thus far his mission has been without any actual practical result. The influ-
ences for and against his success seem so nearly balanced that, as yet, it is
difficult, if not impossible, to prediet which way the scale will turn.

The papal court is about breaking up for the summer. Harly next month
his Holiness goes to his favorite retreat in the Alvan hills, Castel Gandolfo, and
the diplomatic corps have already commenced dispersing. After St. Peter’s
day, the 29th instant, very few will be left in Rome. ,

Bishop Lynch, of Charleston, South Carolina, late .confederate agent, is stil
here. 1 had an interview with him at his request a short time since. He ad-
mitted that the cause of the south was hopeless, expressed a wish to return to
his home and post of duty, and asked me on what terms he could be re-admitted
into the United States. I told him that the first thing to be done was to take
the oath of allegiance, and make his pezce with the federal government. This

11 p c **
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he was willing and ready to do, if that would suffice; but he seemed apprehen-
sive that if he returned to America he might be proceeded against criminally. 1
told him that the President’s proclamation, which was daily expected, would
no doubt contain full information on this point. The proclamation has since
arrived, and Bishop Lynch, I understand, considers himself included in the list
of exceptions. His present purpose, as I learn from a mutual friend, is to pro-
ceed to Havana, and thence make his appeal to the federal authorities. I judge
that he is effectually cured of his secession folly.

' I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

. RUFUS KING.
Hon. WiLLiaM H. SEWARD, &¢., §c., §e. :

My, Seward to Mr. King.

No. 27.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, June 29, 1865.
Sir: Your despatches from number 33 to number 39, with the exception of
number 35, have been received, and have been read with much interest. Your
account of the feeling excited in Rome, and of the proceedings which took place
there, on the reception of the news of the assassination of President Lincoln,
are very gratifying.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
’ WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Rurus Kine, Esq., §c., §c., Rome.

Myr. King to Mr. Seward.
[Extract.]

No. 43.] LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES AT RoME,
July 4, 1865.

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the circular from the
State Department, under date of June 7th, relating to the order issued to Rear-
Admiral Goldsborough, then about to sail in the United States steamer Colo-
rado for European waters. I believe that nearly all the maritime powers of
Europe have now withdrawn their recognition of the insurgent States as belli-
gerents, and no longer accord to rebel vessels-of-war any privileges as such, or
withhold from the flag of the United States the customary naval courtesies.
The government to which I am accredited possesses no navy, nor any ports
likely to be visited by American ships-of-war, and has not taken any action in
the premises to which the United States could object. When I mentioned to
Cardinal Antonelli this morning the substance of the cirecular above referred to, he
at once replied: «“ We, at least, have never recognized the southern belligerents.”

St. Peter’s day, the 29th ultimo, was duly honored in Rome. It was the
great festa of the church, and nearly the whole population of the city seemed
to take part in the ceremonies. The Pope officiated in person at the celebration
of the mass in the morning, and a vast and perfzctly orderly crowd enjoyed the
magnificent display of fireworks on the Pincian hill at night. His- Holiness,
‘whose health continues excellent, takes his departure for Castel Gandolfo in a
few days. :

M. Vegezzi, the special messenger from the King of Italy, left Rome, on his
return to Florence, last week. Thus far nothing has been accomplished, nor
does the prospect of an ultimate agreement between the Pope and Vietor Ema-
nuel seem at all flattering. ~ * % * *




DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. - 163

The few Americans remaining at this season in Rome, though far away from
their native land, do not forget that this is the nation’s birthday, and they honor
it accordingly. They may be pardoned for repeating; with conscious pride, in the
ancient capital of the world the old Roman boast, “I am an American citizen.”

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

# 'RUFUS KING.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, §¢., &c., §e.
Myr. King to Mr. Seward.
[Extracts. ]
No. 45.] LeaaTioN OF THE UNITED STATES AT RoME,
November 10, 1865.
Sir:  * * * * * * * *

Two events have occurred in Rome, since my last despatch, of more than
ordinary interest. The retirement of Monsignor de Merode from the papal
cabinet, and the commencement of the evacuation of the papal territory by the
French troops. The explanation given by the press of M. de Merode’s with-
drawal vary according to the political bias of the parties making them. Those
who wish to attach but little consequence to the change attribute it to M. de
Merode’s failing health, while a much larger party see in it an important step
in advance, and think that it augurs favorably for the reconciliation of Rome
and Italy. M. de Merode was understood to reflect the sentiments of the ultra-
.montane party, in church and state, and a marked antagonism existed between
himself and Cardinal Antonelli, which threatened at times to disturb the har-
mony of the papal council. Now, however, that M. de Merode has retired, the
influence of the distinguished secretary of state has become all paramount, and
will, it is confidently hoped, be wisely and faithfully employed.

The evacuation of the French troops, in pursuance of the treaty between the
Emperor of France and the King of Italy, commenced on Monday last, two
batteries of artillery having left Rome that day to embark on French transports
‘now lying at Civita Vecchia. Other bodies of troops will follow at brief inter-
vals, and there seems no reason to doubt that the whole movement will be com-
pleted within the period stipulated, to wit, two years from September 15, 1864.
To replace the soldiers thus withdrawn by Napoleon, the papal government is
recruiting and organizing a considerable force ; and the belief gains currency
that, before the final evacuation of the French, an arrangement will be entered
into between the Pope and Victor Emanuel which will secure to the Holy See
all the protection it needs.

The cholera still lingers at different points along the Mediterranean coast,
and; within the past few days, has been quite fatal in Naples. Thus far the
pontifical states have escaped, comparatively unscathed, though it is hardly to
be expected they will go entirely free. Meanwhile very rigid quarantine reg-
ulations are enforced all along the frontier, and the result is that, as yet, but
few Americans or other foreigners have come to Rome. Should the sanitary
condition of the Italian peninsula improve, however, there is every prospect of.
a large influx of Americans during the coming winter. )

Within the current week I have enjoyed two interviews with the eardinal
secretary of state, and conversed at some length on topics connected with
American affairs. His eminence expressed his sincere gratification at the rapid
progress towards peace and union which our country was making, and spoke
in terms of very warm praise of President Johnson’s lan of reconstruetion, and
of the merciful and magnanimous course which had been pursued towards the
vanquished rebels. . L * * . *
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- The Pope, I am happy to say, isin the enjoyment of excellent health and
spirits. - He passed, Thursday, along the whole length of the Corso on foot,
meeting everywhere, from the crowds who thronged that thoroughfare, une-
quivocal demonstrations of affection and respect. ’

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

: RUFUS KING.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwaRD,

Secretary of State.

Mr. King to Mr. Seward.

No. 46.] LeaaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES AT ROME,
' November 18, 1865.

Sir: I had the honor, yesterday, of an interview with the Holy Father, and
enjoyed a long and interesting conversation with him about American affairs, as
well as the condition of things in Italy and Europe. The Pope had many
questions to ask about the progress of events in the United States, and expressed
great satisfaction at the return of peace and the reconstruction of the Union. He
inquired particularly as to the health of the President, whose life, he trusted,
would be spared, that he might finish the work he had so well begun. He
warmly approved the clemency which had been shown the rebel leaders, and
hoped, he said, that Jefferson Davis would also receive the executive pardon.
The most difficult problem he thought for the United States to solve was the
proper digposition of the negroes;-and he seemed to apprehend that we should
find the question a troublesome one. ' Passing to European affairs, his Holiness
remarked that there was great political agitation all over the continent; not in
Italy only, but in Germany, Spain, France, and England, there seémed to be
trouble brewing. Ireland was restless and discontented, and Fenianism uttered
ominous threats. He had no idea, he said, that this movement would affect
British rule in Ireland, for the ocean which rolled between the United States
and Great Britain forbade the idea of invasion. But Canada, with its extensive
and exposed frontier, offered an easier prize, and thither, he thought, the Fenians
might turn their arms. It would be for the advantage of all parties, the Holy
Father remarked, that the United States should take Canada and incorporate it
into the American Union, rather than allow the Fenians to possess themselves
of it. “Better that it should be done by a regularly constituted government than
by a revolutionary apd irresponsible organization subject to no control, and
liable to every excess. His Holiness spoke, I thought, despondingly of the as-
pect of affairs in Italy. Within another fortnight, he said, Saxony and Bavaria
would reorganize the kingdom of Victor Emanuel. The Emperor of France
was about to withdraw from Italy, and «the poor Pope would be left all alone
“in his little boat in the midst of the tempestuous ocean.”” What would happen
Grod alone knew, and to His will and protection the Holy Father committed him-
self. I expressed the hope that no serious trouble would occur in Rome, and
reminded his Holiness that it was the duty of the diplomatic corps to share his
fortunes and remain near his person. Yes, he said, and during the revolutionary
movement of ’48, when he had sought refuge in the palace of the Quirinal, the
diplomatic corps all hurried thither and formed, as it were, a cordon around him,
go that, in the midst of the tumult and firing; he remained calm and tranquil.
His Holiness adverted to the concessions which the different governments of
Europe seemed to be making “to the revolutionary spirit-of the age.” They
would not, he zaid, satisfy those who were clamoring for change, but only en-
courage them to make further demands until they would finish by telling the
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governments themselves that they could dispense with their further services.
Evidently the Holy Father looked upon the condition of affairs in Europe as
anything but satisfactory, and it was with deep and manifest emotion that he
referred to the Supreme Ruler of the universe as his only guide and refuge in
the apprehended troubles.

After taking my leave of his Holiness, I paid the customary visit to the car-
dinal secretary of state, and was received by him with his wonted kindness and
courtesy. His eminence, who watches with close attention the progress of
events in America, referred with great satisfaction to the reported interview of a
delegation from South Carolina with the President of the United States, and to
the language used and the sentiments avowed by Mr. Johnson on that occasion.
His eminence cordially assented to the justice of the President’s views, and ex-
pressed his warm and earnest approval of the course pursued by the federal
- authorities in re-establishing law, order, and civil government among the people
of the States so lately in rebellion against the Union. A policy at once so wise’
and so humane' deserved, as it could not fail, he thought, to secure complete
suceess.

The cholera still prevails with great severity at Naples, but, as yet, there has
not been a case in Rome, and the authorities here hope to escape the visitation
of the pestilence, at least during the present season. Meantime very stringent
quarantine regulations continue to be enforced all along the papal frontiers, and’
the result is that Rome is comparatively deserted; though at this period of the
year it is usually ecrowded with visitors-from all quarters of the globe. "

The French troops continue to leave Rome by detachments, and Count Sar-
tiges, the ambassador of France, remarked to me a few days since, that within
a year there would not be a single French soldier left in the papal territory.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
RUFUS KING.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, :

Secretary of State, §c., §c.
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DENMARK.

Myr. Wood to Mr. Seward.

No. 182 | LecATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Copenhagen, February 6, 1865.
Sir: On the 4th instant, having received a communication from Mr. Bigelow,
the United States chargé d’affaires at Paris, I addressed to the minister for for-
eign affairs the accompanying note, No. 47, and interrogatories, and to-day have
addressed another note to him, No. 48, a copy of which is also herewith enclosed.
Some time last autumn an iron-clad brig-rigged steam ram arrived at this port
from France. I was informed, in answer to my inquiries, that she was for the
Danish government. I was subsequently informed that she did not pass inspec-
tion, and would be returned to the builder, in France, as unfit for the Danish
navy. I was also informed by a Danish naval officer that she was rudely and
badly built, as he knew by inspection, and that her bolts had no heads to them,
and she was in other respects defective. After lying here some three months,
and having had several inspections, none of which, as I was informed, was sat-
isfactory, she, with a crew of some thirty men, (as I was also informed,) was
sent back to Bordeaux, and of which Consul Hansen duly apprized our consul
at that place. She is a formidable and dangerous-looking craft, and is said to
be heavily armed with Armstrong guns.. I await the answer to my inquiries.

, Tt is possible this government may have been deceived, as there is a rumor of

one “De Reviere,” who once offered to make cannon for us and was refused,
being concerned in the affair. o '
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. R. WOOD,
Minister Resident.
Hon. WiLLiaMm H. SEWARD,
: Secretary of State.

Mr. Wood to Mr. Blumhe.

No. 47.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Copenhagen, February 4, 1865.

SIr: From authentic information this day received from the legation of the United States
at Paris, there is reason to fear that one or more vessels-of-war built in France, but carrying
the Danish flag, have recently passed into the hands of the so-called confederates of Nort
America. Though I do not suppose that his Majesty’s ﬁovernment has sanctioned or will
sanction such a use of that flag, yet it is very desirable that the government which I have
the honor to represent should be in possession of all the facts connected with this transaction,
with a view to obtain such information, (if in the possession of his Majesty’s government. )

1 take the liberty of herewith enclosing to your excellency certain inquiries which, when
answered, will put me in possession of the desired information. May I ask of your excel-
lency as early an answer as will bg convenient. :

With renewed assurances of distinguished consideration, I have the honor to remain your

excellency’s obedient servant,
BRADFORD R. WOOD,
‘ : Minister Resident.
His Excellency Mr. BLUMHE,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, &c.
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1st. How many vessels lias the Danish government purchased in France?

23, What are the names they bore before and after their purchase by the Danish govern-
ment ? ) ) . e

3d. Were they, or either of them, afterwards sent back to France, and what were the
orders- given their captains in fespect to their delivery ?

4th. When and whete weie they delivered, into whose hands, and what became of their
equipage ?

5th. Were they sold before their redelivery ; and if so, to whom, and what were the terms
of sale? ) ) )

6th. Was any notice given to the French government that the vessels were not accepted
by the Danish government before theif sale and delivery to the new purchasers; if so, when
and to whom? ) .

7th. What was the name, rank, and nationality of the officer who took command of them,
or either of them; and where and how were they, ot either of them, named after the de-
parture of their Danish equipage ?

8th. Had they any armament on board when they were delivered ; if so; in what did it
consist? .

9th., Were any arms or munitions of war taken on beard while the Danish equipage was
being transferred; if so, of what did they consist?

Mr. Wood to M. Blumhe.

No. 48.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Copenhagen, February 6, 1865.

Sir: Tn addition to the inquiries I had the honor to address to you on the 4th instant, I
would suggest, inasmuch as I learn from Paris that the French government say the Danish
government bought the Staerkodder absolutely, that his Majesty’s government furnish
me with a certified copy of the contract and any other papers that passed between the two
governments, and I would also respectfully inquire under what permission and other circum-
Stances the Staerkodder left Copenhagen, whether under the command of an officer of the
Danish navy, and whether she was fully coaled and armed. I assure your excellency that
in seeking this information, I do it to exculpate his Majesty’s government from any censure
in the transaction. ; .

With renewed assurances of high consideration, I have the honor to remain your excel-

lency’s obedient servant,
BRADFORD R. WOOD,
Minister Resident.

His Excellency Mr. BLUMHE,
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Wood to Mr. Seward.

No. 183.] LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
Copenhagen, February 14, 1865.

Sir: Since my last despatch I have had several interviews with the acting
minister for foreign affairs, Mr. Quaade, (Mr. Blumhe being ill,) and the director
general of the ministry, Mr. Vedel. The affair of the Staerkodder, the iron-
plated ram to which I referred in my last, is undergoing an investigation, and
I have an assurance that the whole matter will be placed in my hands. From
‘these interviews with the minister and the director general, I learn that the
Staerkodder never belonged to the Danish government. Some time last
winter or last spring they made a contract with one Arman, of Bordeaux, to
build an iron-plated ram, carrying three heavy Armstrong guns, but as she did
not fulfil the contract, she was rejected. Notwithstanding this she was sent to
Copenhagen under the French flag, without guns; the guns following subse-
quently in an English ship. The ram, after arriving here, was again inspected
and again rejected. In the mean time, or on her first arrival, she discharged
her French crew. After lying here from the first of November until some
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time in January, either the agent of Arman, De Riviere, or Mr. Puger, 2 Danish
merchant to whom she was consigned, applied for liberty to ship a crew, and
permission to take her back to Bordeaux, under the Danish flag, inasmuch as
she could not be taken back under the French flag, as two-thirds or three-fourths
of the crew were not French; the French law, it was alledged, requiring it.
This permission was conceded, and the Staerkodder, with a crew of forty-five
Danes and Swedes or less, set out for Bordeaux, with De Riviere, the agent of
Arman on board, and under the command of a Danish merchant captain.
After passing into the Cattegat, for some. cause or other, perhaps an alleged
storm, she returned to Elsinore, and landed De Riviere. -She again put to sea,
but was compelled to put into Norway and coal, De Riviere having furnished
the money. From thence she proceeded to the coast of Holland and took on
board De Riviere and another man, and proceeded to Quiberon or Nantes, and,
when anchored in French waters, De Riviere informed the Danish captain that
he had sold the ship and he need go no further. The Danish captain and crew,
(with, perhaps, the exception of two or three, said to be engineers or firemen,)
left the ship, taking the Danish flag with them. - )

I should state that the Armstrong guns were placed in the hold of the Staer-
kodder when she left here. I must confess that the whole matter looks very
much like a French trick on the part of Arman and his agent De Riviere, in
which, perhaps, Puger had a hand, and in which the Danish government were
the unsuspecting dupes. I have written Mr. Bigelow, our chargé d’affaires at
Paris, but fear, from the state of the mails, the Baltic being closed, that he has
not received my letter. We have communicated by telegraph.

I remain your obedient servant, .
BRADFORD R. WOOD,
Minister Resident.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD,
' Secretary of State.

Mr. Wood to Myr. Seward.

No. 184.| LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
- Copenhagen, February 20, 1865.

Sir: I herewith enclose a note I addressed the director genmeral of the
ministry on the receipt of a letter from Mr. Bigelow, our chargé d’affaires in
Paris. I have seen him this morning, and he reiterates the assertion that the
Sphinx or Staerkodder, or Stonewall, never belonged to the Danish government.
I read in Galignani of the 12th instant, from the index, «That a secret ne-
gotiation is progressing between the United States government and the Danish
government for the purchase of the Clyde-built iron-clad, of the Warrior
model, belonging to the latter, and now lying at Copenhagen.”

This ship is undoubtedly for sale, for, learning last antumn that negotiations
for this purpose were pending, I made inquiry and was confidentially informed
that the negotiations were with a power friendly to us. I understood from-
outsiders that the negotiations were with Spain. I repeat an opinion made
some two years ago, that we should have a man-of-war in the North German
ocean, and, commanding the Baltic, we can be our own best police.

I remain, &e., your obedient servant,
BRADFORD R. WOOD,
Minister Resident.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.
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M. Sewdrd to Mr. Wood.

No. 103.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 21, 1865.

Sir: It is with sincere regret that I find myself obliged to call your atten-
tion to a serious cause of complaint against the government of Denmark.

Certain vessels were building at Bordeaux for the insurgents of the United
States. This government remonstrated. The French government interdicted
the departure of the vessels. One or more of them was reported to have been
sold to Denmark. It is certain that one of them went to Copenhagen.
Recently, that vessel is reported to have come, with a Danish crew and a Danish
flag, to the island of Houat, on the coast of France, and to have there received
an equipment and crew from an English vessel, and coals from a French vessel,
and then to have put to sea as an insurgent vessel. There is much confusion
in the reports of the transaction which have reached the United States. It is
even doubtful whether there are not two vessels concerned in the transaction,
instead of one. Again, we hear of one such vessel as having put into Ferrol
for repairs; and again, of the same vessel, or another, having put into Corunna
for repairs.

Mr. Raasloff here, and the Danish minister in Paris, deny that the Danish
government have owned or sold the vessel which is reported to have been
brought to Houat. The French minister of finance is understood to affirm
that the vessel was so sold. Xven the fact of the transfer to the insurgents is
not yet clearly established. There is, however, too strong a presumption of
the fact to allow this government to remain idle or unconcerned.

You will, therefore, ask for explanations of the Danish government, and in
doing so you will not omit to inquire how it happened that, if that government
intended to divest itself of responsibility, it caused or suffered the vessel to go
into Houat, an unarmed place, not within the surveillance of the French gov-
ernment, instead of Bordeaux.

In every case, and speaking only upon the condition that the facts reported are
true, you will inform the Danish government that this government cannot be
expected to submit uncomplainingly to apprehended invasions of piratical
vesels coming from Kuropean ports. We shall expect that Denmark will do
whatever is necessary to prevent such acts, if the responsibility shall be traced
to the government or to the subjects of Denmark.

You will say, moreover, that this government deems the time to have come
when the maritime powers of Europe ought to withhold all protection and shel-
ter from enemies of the United States who proceed from countries with which
they are at peace.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Braprorv R. Woop, Esq., §c., §c., Copenkagen.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Wood.

No. 104.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, March 2, 1865.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the
6th of February, which contains an account of the representation you have
made to the Danish govérnment concerning the transfer of the ram Olinde, other-
wévise called the Stonewall, to pirates engaged in hostilities against the United
tates.
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While it seems to me possible that your representation might properly have
been made in a form more aceeptable to that govérnment, yet I approve of the
proceeding in its general effect, and I authorize you to state to his Majesty’s
government that the subject is regarded by the President as one which it is
hoped will receive the serious attention of the government of Denmark.

~ The iiiguiries which have been madé in France leave it doubtful whetlier the
Danish authorities have exercised that vigilance and that regard to the rights of
the United States, in the transaction referred to, which, as a friendly nation,
‘they had a right to expect. It must be apparent that this government cannot
rest content if a naval war is waged against us, under a piratical flag, from any -
of the maritime states of Europe.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, ’

_ _ o - WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Braprorp R. Woop, Esq., §c., §¢., Copenhagen.

Myr. Sewaird to Mr. Wood.

No. 105.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
_ Washington, March 3; 1865.

Sir: Herewith T enclose, for your information, a copy of a despatch of the
9th ultimo, (No. 23,) from Mr. Bigelow; chargé d’affaires of the United States
at Paris, in which he communicates a transcript of a note addressed to him by
Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys, relative to the steam ram Olinde, otherwise Stonewall,
together with several other papers upon the same subjeet.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

: ’ T WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Braprorp R. Woob; Esq., §c., &, Copenhagen. '

(For enclosures see despatch No. 25, from Mr. Bigelow.)

Mr. Wood to Mr. Seward.

No. 185.] : LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
, Copenhagen, March 3, 1865.

Sir: 1 herewith enclose copies of notes to the director gemeral of the
foreign ministry, of the dates of 25th, and to the minister for foreign affairs on
the 28th February, ultimo.  The letter to the foreign minister, who is still con-
fined to his house by illness, was written after. my interview and a full under-
standing with Mr. Vedel, the director general of the ministry. I yesterday had
an interview with Mr. Quaade, minister without portfolio, and he assures me
the fullest investigation shall be had in the matter; that my note of the 28th
ultimo had been laid before the minister of justice, and that I might expect a
speedy answer. I have to-day had an interview with Mr. Vedel, who submitted
to me the contract with the French builder of the Olinde, alias Sphinx, alias
Staerkodder, alias Stonewall, and other papers, which show that the ship never
belonged to the Danish government. Copies of these will be placed in my
hands. While I acquit the Danish government of an intentional breach of
neutrality, yet we may suffer just as much as if they had intended it. I await
the evidence now being taken, and to be taken, before presenting the whole case.

I have the honor to remain your obedient servant,
BRADFORD R. WOOD,
Minister Resident.
Hon., WiLLiam H. SEwWARD, Secretary of State.
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M_r, Wood to Mr. Blumbhe.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
, _ ) February 28, 1865.
Sir: From informdation I have received fromn Mr, Hansen, the American consul, commu-
nicated to him by one of the crew of the Sphinx, or Staerkodder, and now the Stonewsll,
T learn that when this ship left Copenhagen she had on board another passenger beside De
Riviere, a-confederate officer, passing under an assumed name, and who took command of the
ship after she arrived in French waters, (or when she met another steamer,) or when the
Danish captain ceased to command. I am also informed that the French engineers who had
brought the ship froni France were kept on board this ship (the Staerkodder or whatever
name) until the Danish engineers went on board, or until the day before; or a short time be
fore she left Copenhagen ; and that she had her guns in position when she left, and coal suffi-
cient for the voyage to Bordeaux. That when she put back to_ Elsinore she landed De
Riviere, and a Mr. Puggard brought her another engineer. After leaving Elsinore, and, as
alleged, on account ofg bad weather, she put into Christiansand or some other port in Nor-
way, coaled and remained there four or five days, three of which were pleasant, and went to |
sea in weather more boisterous than when ghe entered that port; the ship being a good sea-
boat, but leaky. About thirty-six hours $ter leaving Norway the ship altered her course
for Nieu Dieppe, in Holland.” One of the engineers remonstrated with the captain, as the
weather was fine and the ship had plenty of coal. o
At Nieu Dieppe she again took on board De Rivieré and another man, (Waddell;) also a
confederate officer, known to one of the engineers, and who informed the Danish captain
who he was, and who subsequently became the second officer, or an officer on board the
Staerkodder after she passed into confederate hands.
On the 21st January the Staerkodder arrived off Quiberon, or in French waters, and came
to anchor. Here a man representing himself as the brother of De Riviere came on board
and soon after left. The next morning the Staerkodder got under way, and was shortly after
met by a ship under English colors, with coal, munitions of war, and a new crew, and soon
after meeting with her was met by a French steamer. The Danish captain then informed
his crew that the ship was sold, and tried to induce his crew or some of them to enlist and
to remain on board, and which they refused to do, and insisted on being put on shore. They
were set to work by the Danish captain to coal from the British steamer under the promise
of eight francs per man for doing it. One of the engineers protested against this delivery
of the ship, and insisted that the captain should go into port and the crew be properly
discharged. They were finally landed by the French steamer, leaving the Danish captain on
board and the Danish flag still %ying. . ) .
I would request of your excellency that the Danish captain be examined as to his
knowledge or belief as to the truth of the above, and particularly as to his knowledge
or belief of the real names, character and business OF the passengers who left Co-
penhagen with him, and of those who came on board in Holland, and what has becomé&
of them, and where he last saw them. And, further, that such of the engineers and
crew be examined as shall be indicated by Mr. Hansen, the American consul ; and, further,
that the Mr. or Messrs. Puggard be examined as to their knowledge or belief of the character
of the Staerkodder, or any of the particulars in the foregoing statement. And I would fur-
ther request that inasmuch as Mr. Hansen understands the Danish languageé he may be
present at such examination, and be permitted to suggest such questions as may occur to
him bearing on this matter. I need not suggest to your excellency that if the captain and
the agent or agents of this ship are innocent, the more searching the investigation the better
for them. I do not believe that his Majesty’s government has intentionally departed from
the strictest neutrality ; but if it should appear that Danish citizens have used the Danish
flag for a fraudulent or piratical purpose, I am confident that his Majesty’s government will
vindicate its neutrality.
‘With renewed assurances of high consideration, I remain your excellency’s obedient

servant,
B. R. WOOD, Minister Resident.

Mr. BLUMHE, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Wood to Mr. Seward.

No. 187.] . . LeeATiON OF THE UNITED STATES,
Copenhagen, March 14, 1865.
Sir: Your despatch, No. 103, of the 21st ultimo, was received yesterday.
From the despatches and copies of letters received ere this, and those I now
send, you may perhaps think I have more than anticipated my instructions.
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T am very glad to receive and communicate to this government your last des
spatch, as the director general of the ministry informed me, a few days since,
that the court intrusted with the investigation of the affair of the Staerkodder
had discovered ‘it had not sufficient jurisdiction ” to make the examination
I desired. I have but recently discovered that the Staerkodder was origi-
nally intended for the confederates, and I am credibly informed that the Mr.
Puggard I have already mentioned, a Danish merchant in this city, the con-
signee or correspondent of the ship, and the man who procured her crew and
liberty to leave the port under the Danish flag, and whose re-examination I
have asked, advanced large sums of money for the building of the Staerkodder,
knowing that this vessel was being built for the confederates. I have informed
bhoth the minister for foreign affairs and the director general of the ministry of
this.
To prevent all laches I again send a copy of my note to the director gene-
‘ral, of the 25th ultimo. From a translatign of Mr. Blumhe’s note to me, en-
closing copies, &c., of the contract with man, the French builder, and other
papers, you will see what he says of the affair. I am still of the opinion that
the Danish government was practised upon by the Frenchmen and one or more
of its own subjects, and how far it will screen the latter remains to be seen.
I have the honor to remain your obedient servant,
‘ BRADFORD R. WOOD,
Minister Resident.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARbD,
Secretary of State.

Mr. Wood to Mr. Blumhe.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
March 12, 1865.

SIR: On the 25th and 28th ultimo, I respectively addressed notes to the director general
of the ministry for foreign affairs and to his excellency the minister for foreign affairs in
relation to the Staerkodder, and requesting an examination of the captain and some of - the
crew of that ship, as well as of Mr. Puggard, who, I have since learned, advanced money
to build that ship when orignally intended for the so-called confederate insurgents. In &
recent conversation with Mr. Vedel, the director general of the ministry, I expressed my fears
that the crew of the Staerkodder would be dispersed before any examination of them could
be had on the points I had presented. I am now informed that one Bolling, an engineer on
board of the Staerkodder, will soon leave Copenhagen, he being engaged on a steamer run-
ning between Cursoe and Keil. I am also informed of some difficulty in the constitution of
the court before which the examination is being held to obtain the investigation I have re-
ques;ed. I shall very much regret should there be no examination of the men I have desig-
nated.

With renewed assurances of high consideration, I remain your excellency’s obedient

servant,
o BRADFORD R. WOOD, Minister Resident.
His Excellency Mr. BLUMHE,
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Wood to Mr. Blumbhe.

LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
March 13, 1865.

SIR: I have this day received a despatch from the Secretary of State of the United States,
in which, speaking on the condition that the facts reported are true, I am instructed to inform
the Danish government, *‘That the government of the United States cannot be expected to
submit uncomplainingly to the apprehended invasion of piratical vessels, coming from Euro-
pean ports, and that 1t is expected that Denmark will do whatever is necessary to prevent
this, if the responsibility shall be traced to the government or to the subjects of his Majesty,
the King of Denmark.” T am also instructed to ask an explauation of his Majesty’s govern-
ment, and in doing so to inquire how it happened that, if his Majesty’s government intended
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to divest itself of responsibility, it caused or suffered the Staerkodder to go into Houat, an
unarmed place, not within the surveillance of the French government, instead of Bordeaux.
I am also instructed to say, ‘“That the fgovemmeni: of the United States deems the time to
have come when the maritime powers of Europe ought to withhold all protection and shelter
from enemies of the United States who proceed from countries with which they are at .7

With renewed assurances of high consideration, I remain your excellency’s ogzdient
servant,

' BRADFORD R. WOOD, Minister Resident.
His Excellency Mr. BLUMHE,
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Wood to Mr. Vedel.

DEAR SIR: From information I have received to-day, I have no doubt that the Danish
captain of the Staerkodder knew the destination of thaf ship when she left Copenhagen, and
that an examination of some of the crew will implicate him. I think it can be shown, be-
yond a doubt, that he knew the ship belonged to the confederates when he went into or when
he left Nieu Dieppe. I have reason to believe that Mr. Puggard also knew the character of
the ship. If this should prove true, and the Danish captain has used the Danish flag as a
cloak, does it not only require his arrest and punishment, but also a request from the Danish

overnment to the Spanish government not to consummate the fraud, but to retain the Staer-

odder or Stonewall in the Spanish port, where she now is? I will see you at the earliest
convenience, and fully explain. : .
I have the honor to remain, very truly, your obedient servant,
- B. R. WOOD.

Mr. VEDEL,

Director General of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. -

Mr. Blumhe to Mr. Wood.
[Translation. ]

COPENHAGEN, March 8, 1865.

SIR: In the note you have done me the honor to address to me the fourth of last month,
You have called my attention to the circumstance that one or more vessels-of-war built in
France, but bearing the Danish flag, have passed into the hands of the so-called Confederate
States; and while entirely dismissing the supposition of any connivance whatever on ‘the
part of the government of the King in this transaction, you have asked of me some explana-
tions upon certain points set forth in the appendix to your note.

Being sincerely desirous of removing any suspicion which could attach to the government
of the King, under these circumstances, I have endeavored to collect all authentic information
upon the negotiations which have taken place between the government of the King and Mr.
Arman, shipbuilder of Bordeaux, relative to the iron-clad vessel Sphinx, alias Staerkodder,
for it is evidently to this ship that your note alludes.

In sending you, sir, the enclosed documents, marked by letters A to F, I permit myself to
accompany them with as succinct a ngrrative of the principal points as these portions admit of.

On the 31st day of March last, a contract was signed by which Mr. Arman engaged to
deliver on the 10th of June, 1864, an iron-clad vessel of 300 horse-power, with guns and mu-
nitions. The vessel, which was already upon the stocks, was to be finished under the control
of an officer of the Danish navy, who, in accordance with articles IX to XI of the contract,
was charged with inspecting and accepting the vessel before she could leave Bordeaux to go
to her destination. The conditions of the contract were not fulfilled by Mr. Arman. The
ship was only finished on the 21st of October, and she neither realized the promises made as
to her speed nor as-to her draught of water.

The Danish officer, Mr. Shonheyder, consequently could not accept her. Nevertheless,
Mr. Arman, hoping to succeed by a direct negotiation with the minister of marine, in causing

* the ship to be accepted, sent her the last of October to Copenhagen. The refusal of Mr.
Shonheyder was, however, repeated to Mr. Arman during an interview which he had at
Paris with the director of the ministry of marine, Mr. Eckildsen, and the Danish official
added expressly that the ship having left Bordeaux without the authorization of the proper
officer, she could only have been sent at his own risk and peril as well as at his own expense.

. The vessel, which arrived at Copenhagen in_ the middle of the month of November, was in-
spected here, but the minister of marine persisted in refusing to accept her; consequently the
contract was annulledy and Mr. Arman understood expressly that the Danish government

was freed from every obligation to him under the contract.
The ship must then return to France, but, from motives of economy, the builder had dis
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missed his captain and French crew upon the arrival of the vessel at Copenhagen. He thus
found himself under the necessity of engaging here, through the intervention of his corre-
spondent, a merchant of Copenhagen, & Danish merchant captain and a crew composed of
Danish and Swedish sailors in order to carry the vessel back to Bordeaux; which rendered
it necessary for him to ask a special permission of the department of customs, in order that
the vessel, though French property, should be able to leave the port of Copenhagen under
conditions so unusual. Being no longer able to demand assistance of Frencﬁ consuls in the
ports where the severity of the season might, perhaps, force the ship to seek refuge, Mr. Ar-
man likewise asked for a letter of recommendation to the Danish consuls as well as permission
to make the voyage under Danish colors. This permission and this letter of recommendation
were given to him, but I need not add that all the advances the captain should ask for in
“the ports were to remain entirely unconnected with the government of the King, and that it
was expressly enjoined upon the Danish . captain to strike the Danish flag as soon as he
entered the port of Bordeaux. ) .
1 hope, sir, that these explanations will serve to answer the questions which you have
addressed to me. They prove that the government of the King has been entirely uncon-
nected with the transaction which appears to have taken place, and that it regrets it sincerely.
I am engaged in taking some steps in order that, with the help of depositions made before
the tribunal by persons belonging to the crew, there may be drawn up some *‘ proces verbaux"
upon everything which has taken place during the voyage of the vessel since her departure
from Copenhagen, and I wait in order to send you this intelligence as soon as it reaches me.
Accept, sir, renewed assurances of my most distinguished consideration. BLUMHE

Mr. Woop,
Minister Resident of the United States of America.

" Mr. Wood to Mr. Seward. -

No. 188] LeearioNn oF THE UNITED STATES,
' Copenhagen, March 22, 1865.

Sir: I herewith enclose my last notes to Mr. Blumhe, the minister for foreign
affairs. My information as to the confederate officer was received from Mr.
Bigelow, our chargé in Paris. So far, I cannot learn of any suspicious arrivals
in this city. Consul Hansen says he has been informed of enlistments for the
confederates, forwarded to Hamburg by a Danish confederate agent. We have
a detective on the lookout. I have written Consul Andersen.

I remain your obedient servant,
BRADFORD R. WOOD,
Menister Resident.
Hon. WirLiam H. SEWARD, :
Secretary of State.

L)

Mr. Wood to Mr. Blumke.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
. o Marck 20, 1865.

Sir: 1 have just received information that two or three confederate insurgent officers, of
the names of Doty, Bishop, and Thomas, were to leave London on the 10th instant, for Co-
penhagen, to purchase and equip a vessel for the confederate service. They doubtless ex-
pect to get this vessel to sea as a private commercial enterprise. Should these men, or any
of them, succeed in their attempt, and by the complicity of subjectsof the King, as in the case
of the Staerkodder, I can merely refer your excellency to the last despatch I bave re-
ceived from the Secretary of State of the United States, and which I have already communi-
cated. As the French government are throwing on the Danish government the responsibil-
ity of the escape of the Staerkodder, and as neither the government of France nor Eng-
land have permitted such a ship to leave their ports, and the English government are now
‘prosecuting those engaged in assisting the confederates, may I hope his Majesty’s govern-
ment will be equally prompt in this matter with those Danish citizens who pay no regard to
the neutrality of theéir country. I must again agk that Mr. Poggard be re-examined as to the
facts I have hitherto presented, as well as the Danish captain of the Staerkodder, and es--
pecially whether they did not know, or have reason to believe, before that ship left Copenha-
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gen, or before she left Elsinore the last time, that she belonged to or was intended for the so-
called confederates. I have already asked for the re-examination of some of the crew, to be
designated by the American consul, Mr. Hansen, and paiticularly of the engineers, only one
of whose names, Belling, I have learned. I would also requést that the Danish minister in
Paris be permitted to furnish the American chargé de affaires, Mr. Bigelow, with the proofs
that the gtaerkodder did not belong to the Danish government.

With renewed assurances of distinguished consideration, I have the honor to remain, your
excellency’s obedient servant, :

B. R. WOOD, Minister Resident.
His Excellency Mr. BLUMHE,
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Wood to Mr. Blumbhe.

‘LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
March 22, 1865.

SIR: Consul Hansen informs me that one Block, No. 6 Hyskenstrade, is enlisting men
for the confederate service, and in some instances paying their expenses to Hamburg.
With renewed assurance of distinguished consideration, I have the honor to remain your

excellency’s obedient servant,
B. R. WOOD, Minister Resident.
His Excellency Mr. BLUMHE, ‘

Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Wood.”

No. 107.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Waskington, March 24, 1865.

Sir : Your despatch of the 20th of February, No. 184, has been received.

As'the case of the Stonewall or Staerkodder stands at present, the proceedings
of the Danish government, in connexion therewith, appear in an unfavorable
light. A despatch, dated the 27th ultimo, has been received to-day from Mr.
Hansen, our consul at Elsinore, communicating facts which painfully confirm our
apprehension that the government of Denmark has not exercised in the matter
such diligent care as the occasion required. 'We do not learn that it has addressed
remonstrances -either to Spain or to France, or that it has taken any interest in
the subject, or even answered the inquiries you have made. )

I do not doubt that Mr. Hansen has fully acquainted you with the facts which
he has communicated to the department, nor that you will exercise proper vigi-
lance in your efforts to collect further information upon the subject.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
' WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Braprorp R. Woob, Esq., §c., §c., Copenhagen.

Mr. Wood to Mr. Seward.

No. 189.] LeeaTioN or THE UNITED STATES,
, Copenhagen, March 29, 1865.

Sir: The director general of the ministry called on me yesterday with copies
of the testimony already taken, (in Danish,) and said they would allow any
further examination of the witnesses desired. I shall look them over with Consul
Hansen, (whose Danish makes him very useful,) and supply any deficiencies.
I have requested this government to inform officially the French and Spanish
governments that the Staerkodder, now Stonewall, never belonged to the Danish
government, and the director general assures me it shall be done. But as with
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men, so with governments, who have little to do, they are forever doing it. I
have sent to Mr. Bigelow the copies of the original contract between this gov-
ernment and Arman for the building of the Staerkodder, and of other documents,
verified, and the Danish are translated into English. ‘
' Learning that a man by the name of Block was enlisting sailors for the
confederates, and soldiers for the north, whom it seems he literally sold or forced
to enlist, I have made complaint against him, and he is (the director general
informs me) to be proceeded against criminally.

‘We are still blocked up by ice.

I remain, &e., your obedient servant,
BRADFORD R. WOOD,
Minister Resident, &c.
Hon. WiLLiaM H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

Myr. Wood to Mr. Seward.

No. 191.] LreaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
‘ Copenhagen, April 14, 1865.
81k : I herewith enclose a translated copy of the minister of foreign affairs,
Mr. Blumhe’s, reply to my note of the 3d instant, a copy of which I duly for-
warded to you.

For obvious reasons I withheld communicating your despatch or circular, No.
106, until I had received the minister’s reply to that note, as I knew you could
not have been aware of the activity of the rebels in these waters. I also enclose
you a note addressed to the minister of foreign affairs of the 12th instant, enclos-
ing a copy of Mr. Consul Dudley’s note to me. The Denmark is the same
iron-clad I referred to in despatch No. 184, (20th February last,) built by
Messrs. Thompson, on the Clyde, originally for the confederates. It seems the
Danish government have employed (as Mr. Dudley informs me) the Messrs.
Thompson, or an Englishman by the name of Watson, of Liverpool, to sell her.
She is now lying in the harbor of Copenhagen. On the 8th instant—the King’s
birthday—the diplomatic corlﬂ% waited upon him. He took the oceasion to thank
me for the kind manner which I had conducted in the affair of the Staerkodder,
Sphinx, or Stonewall. I think I have balked the rebels in enlisting men here,
and I have advised Mr. McDonald, the vice-consul at Hamburg, who is on the
lookout for them. ' ,

I remain, &c., your obedient servant, o
BRADFORD R. WOOD,
Minister Resident.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

Mr. Blumhe to Mr. Wood.

[Translation. ]
COPENHAGEN, April 8, 1865.

Sir: T hasten to inform you that in regard to the information you have been kind enough
to furnish me by your letter of the 3 instant, I have taken some steps in order that any at-
tempt in the direction of enrolling Danish subjects for the service of the so-called confed-
erates shall be put down. ‘

I ought to add that the existing laws inflict very severe punishments not only on the re-
cruiting agents, but also on those allowing themselves to be enlisted.

Be pleased to accept, sir, the assurances of my most distingnished consideration.

BLUMHE.
His Excellency Mr. WooD, Minister 