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THEY ALSO SERVED

Food and feed production reports for Barron
County for the yea¥s 1943-1944 are proof that
the farmers of Barron County met their obli-
gation to a Nation at war.

A Nation foreseeing the need for men on the
military front and the equal need for food,
tried to solve this gigantic task of distri-
bution of manpower to the end that both needs
might be filled. Victory on the military

front has been achieved. The fact that the pro-
duction of fcod showed an increase over each
preceding year we were at war,” and that where
transportation did not fail--there was food for

everyone, is proof of Victory for the Foed Front
also, R

With -'afhgrdximately 2700 from Barren County in

the armed forces of our nation, tcgether with an-

other 1000 giving their services to essential

war industries, presented to us a farm labor sit-

uation, which at first, seemed impossible to ad-
Just in even a minor way. However, it was done.

Done, because the Soldiers of the Soil-our formers,
their wives, and children, cooperating with neigh-
bors, did not falter., As long as there wms light,

strength, and health, they carried on. Yes,
THEY ALSO SERVED.

To help solve farm labor problems and put to full
utilization existing manpower in rural areas,
Farm Labor Departments were set up as o part of
the War Manpower Commission, operating under Ex-
tension Service, U.S.Dept. of Agri., with the
State Office at Madison and locally in the offioce
of the Co. Agr'l Agent.

In the past two and one-half years, since the in-
ception of this department, we have endeavored to
alleviate oritiocal labor situctions and keep food
and feed losses mit a-mdnimym,




' .- -
4 . ¢ L -
: -
s s : < = .
- . e *
. o .
- ¥
" 2 L6 = - %
oy
v
. . : o = ¢
o
i - 7
e .
B i
.
¥ SE e S ‘
g . .
i s = . .
.. - F = - 5 1
L + :
it
BN . S .
~ > 3 4
' ok 34
» -
i ' = £ 4
. . : .
)
» -
1
: : 3 .
: : f . . ;
. 3 2 gt el .
: i : :
it 3 2 ( :
¢ e,
L4 . A
’
3 Ve s 73
- -




RECRUIT ING »

Reoruiting farm labor became the No.l job in

the summer of 1943 when there still was some
manpower available for placement and there ex-
isted a broader recognition of the Tydings
Amendment under Selective Service. With the ap-
.oroneh 6f 1944 and a tightening of draft reg-
ulations, we turned to the High Schools and by
personal visits 212 boys in ten schools signed up
for seasonal farm employment.

More than 1700 XIIC deferred farmm boys were con-
tacted by letter in an effort to keep in line and
strengthen our farm forces./0Tem regional meet-
ings were held throughout the county for deferred
men and their employers with the same purpose

in view.

The year 1945 found the farm labor situation no
less serious. More men had gone into military
service, others had ehosen their lot with indus-
try and 4 years of wor also began taking it's

toll on the farm front. Accidents aond health con~-
ditions arcse adding to an already critical state.
Agnin High School boys were appealed to and 215
answered the call to serve his country on the
food front. Contacts were made with returming
veterans, with the Co. Serviee Office, Pension
Dept., American Legion Posts, Canning Componies &
in the use of War Prisoners and numerous indivi-
duals in an effort to help. There were 497 boys
and girls reeruited to help with the strawberry,
bean, and potate harvest,

v

In April of 1944, through cooperation of Seleo=-
tive Service, we put into practiece a share labor
progrom whereby deferments were recognized for
men who shared a part of their time helping other
farmers thereby making up units of production
which they lacked at home.(From Apr, '44,with 13
on this list to Nov.'45 with 97, 1331 @ifferent

formers were helped © total of 4466 doys.)
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PLACEMENTS

From July 1, 1943 to December 31, 1943, thore
were 462 farm labor placements made through
our farm labor department of which 187 were
single men, 45 were married couples, cnd 230
were youths. Of these, 104 were year round
placements oand 358 seasonal and day.

In 1944, there were 1089 placements made, of
which 506 were single men, 216 were married
men, 9 were women, and 358 youths. Of these,
257 were yeor round placements, 625 seasonal,
and 201 day.

From Jonuary 1, 1945 te November 1, 1945, there
were 797 placements, 28 of which wero married
couples, 608 single men and 161 youths. Of
these, 71 were year round plocements, 515
seasonal, and 211 day.

In all, 2348 placements have been made through
this office since July 1, 1943, 432 of whiech
were year round plocements, 1498 were season-
el, and 418 were day placements.

From April 1944, when there were 13 registrants
on our share labor list, up to Oectober 1, 1545
when there were 97, we find that 1331 different
farmers were helped o total of 4466 days.

In addition to the gbove, wo reccived the help
of Prisoners of War this past summer through
cooperation of Conning Companies at Barron,
Cumberlnnd, and Chetek.

Lonwrd

30 ZOAL~

z-.ma-n"“”._"”"“"“‘?‘ WA REm) (L o0 ~o W







PLACEMENTS( cont. )

We find that 275 Prisoners of War hclped 136
differcnt farmers a total of 187 days.

From July 1, 1943 to November 1, 1945, our
farm labor office has received 2632 requests
for farm help.

As we close the year of 1945, we find the
ifarm labor shortage more critical than it
pas ever been since the inception of this
'service. Fortunately, the crops for 1945
I'z:a.re harvested. Prospects for farm labor for
‘the next several months are not encouraging.
‘Requests for help reach a low point after the
'harvest but as we write this (November 1, 1945)
we have requests for 12 year round married
‘couples and 21 single men together with other
calls for short time help and with no source
of supply.
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SELECTIVE SERVICE

In anocordance with regulations governing
Selective Serviee, any draft bocrd wishing
additional information on farm deferred reg-
jstrants could request that investigations be
made by the farm labor assistant. This ser-
vice wns particularly helpful to Selective
Servicc Boards in other counties and other
states where contach and knowledge of regis-
trant would be difficult.

From July 1943 to January 1., 1945, 823 rcports
were supplied. From January 1, 1945 to Novan-
ber 1, 1945 an additional 428 reports have
been furnlshed to Sclective Service, USDA

Wor Boards, USES on rcleases and to tho mil-
itary command on service releases or - total
of 1251 reports furnished.

These reports are all fact finding reports
covering the units of production on form of
person in question, farm equipment and manpower
and secured from the person in question.

The purpose of thesc reports being to help the
agency asking for such investigation to bet-
ter judge the merits of the individual's re-
quest and to facilitate classification. If

a report carried a recommendation, such rec-
ommendation was made by the USDA War Boord.
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RELEASES

npower Rules governing leobor placoments,
hange of occupation by individuels and the

sire for temporary employment, brought
i1dded duties to the farm lebor department.
vestigntions € many of these requests had
o be made in order to determine whether o
elease might be justifiably issued or denied
epending upon age, health, and whether or
ot full production on the¢ farm from which the
erson was being released would be maintained
n his absence.

R
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0lose contact was kept with the USES office
t Rice Laoke and with Mr. Youngberg's office
Bau Claire with the result that our re-
ease progrom was carried out with a minimum
tf difficulties and a splendid wrking re-
ationship with the USBS office enjoyed.

i)urmg the two and one-half years, our records
show that 286 releascs were granted, 59 of
thlch were permanent releases from agriculture
ecnuse of age or a health condition and 227
t,emporary releases issued (winter months).

41 rcleases (temporary) for men within draft
gdge had to be cleared with Selective Service.
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MISCELLANEQUS

1492 days have been spent by the farm labor
staff in getting this job donc. This in
addition to volunteer help given by the Barron
County Form Labor Volunteer Committec nnd
Voeational Agricultural Teachers.

Of the 425 high school youth recruited for
seasonal farm labor, 313 reececived somc form
of farm training. 520 discharged vctcrons
have been contacted to datc in an coffort to
interest them in agriculture and agrisultural
jobs.

There have been 13 farm labor mectings held
throughout the county for the purposc of streng-
thening the farm front and presenting farm

labor saving deviees, with a total attendance

of approximately 1600,

8207 mimeographed lctters have been sent out
in the interests of farm labor and 1877 cords
sent out for information and clearing rccords.

There were 278 personal lctters writton in
1943; 846 in 1944 plus 183 for Sclective Sor-
viec and in 1945 up to Novembor 1, 247, vith
on additional 126 accompanying Sclective Ser-
vice roports or a total of 1680 personal let-
ters written in the intcrests of farm labor.

A booth wus maintained at the County Feir in
1943 and 1944 for the purpose of clearing
labor problems and to present famm safcty
measures to the publie.
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' MISCELLANEOUS(cont.)

Rocords have been kept in our office of all
firm deferred boys in our county with change
in classification.
: :

Wle have assisted the USDA War Board in the
review of 443 farm reports of registrants under
Sclective Scrvice and filed the report of such
revicw with the respective Selcetive Serviece
Boerds.

Monthly rcports have been compiled for the
State Office and for our own records.

From July 1, 1943 to Dcecember 31, 1943, your
farm labor assistont traveled 7542 miles, in
1944--11,991 miles, and in 1945 up to November 1,
8663 miles or o total of 28,196 miles in the
interests of maintaining and putting to the full-
est utilization such manpower as existed.
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CLOSING REMARKS

As your form labor assistant, I should like

to toke this opportunity of expressing to you
formers whom we have endeavored to serve, my
personal appreciat jon of your forbearnnce ond
deep understanding of our mutual problem, to
Mr. I. O. Hembre for his guidance and help

and to eur entire office personnel with whom

T have enjoyed my worrics and my work; the

state office, the local Sclective Serviece Board,
USD4 War Board, USES and other agencies who at
all times have been most courteous and consid-
ecrote. I appreciate the opportunity to scrve
my county in this capacity during the war years.
My life has been greatly enriched by that exper-
jence, by my associations with fellow workers
ond by the mony friends made.

Respectfully submitted,

T otle A, log

MOLLIE A. COE

Farm Labor Assistant
County Agent's Off ice
Barron County, Wisconsin
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