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President’s Statement 

A New Editor for The Passenger Pigeon 

Cres a powerful word; the thought of it can make you break out in a 
cold sweat. But no matter how scary the thought of change is, it may often 

be necessary, beneficial and healthy, especially if a large organization is expected 
to improve through evolution. 

A significant change has been made within WSO. For the past five years, Becky 

Isenring has held the demanding position as our editor. She has produced twenty 
consecutive issues of The Passenger Pigeon. Her attention to details and diversity 

has been evident in each publication. She has put her own stamp on the journal 

and helped to build its reputation as one of the finest state ornithological pub- 
lications in the country. 

I know that I speak for everyone in WSO when I say, ‘“Thank you, Becky. You 
accepted a huge task and carried it to fruition. We have enjoyed five years of 
informative reading during your literary reign. May you now enjoy many years 
of The Passenger Pigeon from the other side of the fence ... as a member who 
finds this excellent publication one of the great perks of WSO membership.” 

To be sure that no interruption in the production schedule would occur when 
she stepped down, Isenring encouraged Tod Highsmith of Madison to replace 

her. His qualifications are many but two stand out in my mind; Tod is both a 
bird lover and an environmental writer. 

Highsmith traces his roots in ornithology back to his ninth grade science 
teacher, Dick Wanie of Fort Atkinson. Growing up on thirty acres of wooded 
land outside Fort Atkinson gave Tod the perfect setting to test the field marks 

he learned from Wanie. 
Highsmith attended graduate school at the University of Massachusetts in Am- 

herst during the 1980s, where he earned his Ph.D. studying the singing behavior 
of Blue-winged and Golden-winged Warblers. In 1989, he went to work for Man- 
omet Bird Observatory, the largest bird banding station on the east coast, as a 

scientific writer and editor. His most satisfying accomplishment at Manomet, he 

says, was helping to start a program called the Birders’ Exchange, which collects 
used binoculars, books and other equipment from North American birders for 
distribution to conservation and education groups in Central and South Amer- 
ica. 

The “‘ocean birding was great,” says Highsmith, but “‘having to travel on six 
lane highways whenever you wanted to go anywhere’’ convinced Tod to leave 
the urban East and return to the Midwest in the early 1990s. He settled in Madi- 
son, where he continues to write for Manomet’s Conservation Sciences magazine 

and contributes to publications such as Cornell University’s The Living Bird. 
How privileged we are that Highsmith considers The Passenger Pigeon another 

great stepping stone to advance his career as an environmental writer! When I 
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2 President’s Statement 

challenged Tod about the editorial changes we might expect to see, he quickly 
pointed out that Stan Temple had successfully set the editorial course for the 
Nineties. Becky continued the tradition and Tod sees no reason to alter the trend 
as long as an equal mix of research and data/field notes are printed. Highsmith 

says feedback from readers suggests that more articles on personal birding ex- 
periences and on Wisconsin’s ornithological history would be appreciated, so he 

will try to comply. You can also expect a more comprehensive glimpse into the 
variety of ornithological research being conducted throughout Wisconsin. 

Tod’s office is in his home which overlooks the wooded shoreline of Lake 
Monona. He lives there with his wife of four years, Joan Braune, who is also a 

birder. Together they have tallied up a terrific yard list which includes warblers, 

eagles and Sandhill Cranes. Besides his daily writing, Tod is working hard to 

complete his Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas block in Jefferson County. 
Highsmith says he is happy living in a “friendly, old fashioned neighborhood”’ 

where he can now walk to the grocery store, restaurants and theaters. For the 

moment, “there are no six lane highways in (his) life!’ 

We’re glad you chose to return home, Tod. Welcome aboard. 

__) ‘ Sz Ww eon 
President



Samuel D. Robbins, Jr. at 75: An Interview 
with the Author of Wisconsin Birdlife 

In December 1996, at the time of Sam Robbins’ 75th birthday 

and the 50th anniversary of his ordination as a minister, 
Sumner Matteson visited Sam at his west Madison home, where 

he resides with his wife Shirley, to discuss his lifelong passion 
for bird observation and study, as well as his views and beliefs 

shaped by decades as a small town minister in Wisconsin. 
Charles Kemper first interviewed Sam in 1978, with the text 

appearing in the 1982 summer and winter issues (Vol. 44, 
Nos. 2 and 4) of The Passenger Pigeon. The reader may 

wish to refer to these issues, as well as past writings (Appendix 
A) to appreciate fully the life and thought of one of our most 

distinguished ornithologists. 

by Sumner W. Matteson 

SM: As you look back on your life,Sam, famous botanist, Arthur Bliss Seymour, 

what were the early experiences that and although my dad was in an entirely 
helped shaped your attitudes toward different field—speech pathology—he 

nature? liked his nature hikes, and he took us 

SR: I think I started to make my first kids along. I marveled at what he knew 
daily bird lists in Belmont, Massachu- and learned a great deal from him. 
setts, back in 1932. I was 10 years old, They had no car, so whatever we did 

and I did this because I wanted to keep was done on foot or by public trans- 
up a bit with my older brother, Chan- _ portation. Mainly, we hiked around the 
dler, who was doing a little of the same woodlands and some of the open fields 
thing. I received lots of encourage- within a mile of our home. 
ment from my parents. Mother and Dad was a very good teacher. He had 

Dad [Rosa Seymour Robbins and Sam- exceptional ears and a good memory 

uel D. Robbins] were naturalists, and for bird sounds. One little incident I 

they took us out for hikes in the neigh- remember occurred on one of our 
borhood. Mother’s father was a world hikes when we came across a bird that 
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4 An Interview with Sam Robbins 

sang “‘Bee-bz-bz-bz.” Dad said simply, year that I was really seriously keeping 
“Sam, remember that. That’s a_ bird lists, Dad took my brothers and 

Golden-winged Warbler.” From that me up to what we call “‘Rock Meadow” 
moment on, I have recognized that to listen for woodcocks. It was late 

song instantly whenever I’ve heard it. | enough in March that we figured there 
Both Chan and I were blessed with should be woodcocks there. Dad knew 

unusually good ears. I have had mine exactly where to go to find them, and 

tested several times, and people doing when we got near the area, before we 

the testing say they have rarely seen heard any woodcocks, we met up with 

ears that are as sensitive to high pitches a fellow who was also out birding. 
as mine. I feel that this was a very great While we were conversing, a woodcock 

gift. Along with a better than average sounded up and this other birder 

memory, my hearing ability has given called out, “‘That’s a nighthawk!”’ Dad 
me a great deal of enjoyment and re- corrected him and said, ‘‘No, that’s a 

sulted in an eagerness to learn more woodcock.”’ And then he went on to 

and more. explain that the woodcock arrives in 

What we had back then was Ralph _ late March, while a nighthawk couldn’t 

Hoffman’s A Guide to the Birds of New be expected until May. He said if we 
England and Eastern New Yorkand Frank listened, we would hear it follow up 
Chapman’s Handbook of Birds of Eastern with its flight song, and that’s exactly 
North America. Now those were field what happened. This fellow became 

guides that predated Peterson’s by a thoroughly convinced that Dad was 

long time. They would describe mu- right and he was wrong. And here we 

seum specimens, you might say, more kids were learning some things about 

than real live birds, but they were the both woodcocks and nighthawks from 

only field guides we had and we used _ that experience. 

them a great deal. SM: I am fascinated about how your fa- 
No such books were available for my ther came to know these birds, espe- 

Dad, whose interest in birds was going cially without anything like the Peter- 

strong as a teenager. I never knew this _ son field guide and without recordings 
until I was working on my own book of birds. Is it your belief that he spent 

and Walter Scott came across an old a lot of his free time out in the field? 

manuscript in The Oologist. Walter SR: Certainly he spent quite a bit of 
found that around 1905, Dad wrote an time in the field. I really don’t know 

article about an Osprey nest in Maine. how much. As I said, I don’t know how 

He was then a 17-year-old kid. How he much of that time he was alone and 
learned his birds, I don’t know. I do how much time he may have spent with 

know that he did have a couple of bird- _ friends who had similar interests, but I 

ing companions in those days. do thinkin retrospect that Dad had the 
Whether one taught the other or ears and the memory that it took to 
whether they were just fellow learners, learn the sounds that birds make. He 

I don’t know. passed on to us this importance of lis- 
Many things I learned from my dad, _ tening for these sounds. 

not only about the identification of He had pet names for certain birds. 
birds but also about their behavior. In A White-breasted Nuthatch was “John 

the spring of 1932, which was the first the Clown Bird’’ because it would go
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Figure 1. Sam Robbins as a teenager, relaxing after one of his first field trips to Cape Ann in 
northeastern Massachusetts (spring, mid-1930s; photo courtesy of Robbins Family Archives). 

down the tree trunk head first. A Pilea- vard, he was in New York City and 

ted Woodpecker was ‘‘His Royal High- wrote a book on the birds of the New 

ness.”’ He helped us set up asmall bird York City region. He became very well 

feeder right outside our bedroom win- known and recognized as a real pio- 
dow and taught us how to hold seeds__neer in field identification of birds. 
in our hands and have the birds feed Most of the scientific work in those 

from them. I think that dad’s expertise days was done under the assumption 
was pretty much with local birds be- _ that if you had the collected specimen, 

cause I don’t think he went on many you had proof of its occurrence; sight 

extended field trips to other places. I. identifications were not trusted. Gris- 

think he was competent on water birds, com, however, maintained that sight 

but he didn’t go to see them very often. _ records could be trusted. I think Peter- 
SM: Tell me about Ludlow Griscom. In son built very much upon what Gris- 
the 1978 interview with Kemper, you com did and then developed his field 
said that Griscom was one of the first guide on that basis. 

to validate sight records. In those days, the Massachusetts Au- 
SR: Griscom predated Peterson in that dubon Society invited people to send 

regard. He was an ornithologist at Har- in annual lists at the end of the year, 

vard University. I think he taught and Chan and I very faithfully did this. 
courses at Harvard, but he was a very Interestingly, the Society’s checklist 
active field man. [Griscom was Re- hadacolumn for ‘“‘seen’’ andacolumn 

search Curator of Zoology at Harvard’s for “‘heard.’’ I don’t think I’ve ever 

Museum of Comparative Zoology from _ seen that distinction made in any other 

1927 to 1948.] Before he came to Har- checklist, but the implication was that



6 An Interview with Sam Robbins 

a bird that was only heard was kind of _ I think I probably iearned that from my 
a second-rate citizen. People had ac- mother as much as from my father, but 

cepted the idea that you could identify I didn’t pay near the attention to plant 

birds by sight, but there was not nearly _ life that I did to bird life. 
the acceptance that birds could be One time, before I was a teenager, 

identified by ear. the author Thornton Burgess once had 

SM: You mentioned in Kemper’s arti- a radio program for a few weeks in 

cle that Owen Gromme told you more _ which he featured bird songs. Whether 

than once that when anyone came to he did the whistled imitations of bird 
the Milwaukee Public Museum with a songs, or whether somebody else in the 

supposed record of a rare species, the studio did them I’m not sure. He 
categorical question was: “‘Where are ended the series of programs with a 
the feathers?” contest. He invited his listeners to send 

SR: I can still hear him say those words. him on a postcard the names of 25 

He was quite frustrated by this. birds whose songs he was going to im- 
SM: So Griscom was the one who _ itate. So he whistled his 25 birds, and 

“proved to collectors that you could my mother, my brothers Chan and 

identify by sight and by sound.’”’ How Roger, and I, all put down our answers 

did he actually prove that? How did he on postcards. When we sent our cards 
change years of tradition? in, we assured Burgess that we had all 
SR: Griscom did plenty of collecting worked independently, that we were 

himself, and I suspect that what he did not in cahoots. Burgess was going to 
was to identify birds by sight and sound award a prize—his own leather-bound 
and then collect the specimens to Birds You Should Know—to the 25 high- 

prove the point. There’s a little story est scorers. Our family won 4 copies. I 
about Griscom collecting a bird out in _ think Chan had every answer right, and 
my home town of Belmont. One time, the rest of us each missed one. The 

on a Sunday morning, when the dis- _ prize was a nice little book to have, and 

charge of firearms was strictly forbid- the way in which we got it was kind of 
den, Griscom came across a rarity. I interesting. 
think it was a Blue-winged Warbler. He I remember my first bird glasses. I 
collected the bird, and he hadn’t any _ still have them here: little 4-power 

more than got the specimen and his opera glasses, they weren’t prism bin- 

gun back in the trunk of his car when _ oculars. There were two pairs, and they 
a police car drove up. The policeman were for the entire family. Both of 
asked Griscom, ‘‘Hey, did you hear a_ them had the same magnification, but 

shot around here someplace?’ And one had a nice wide eyepiece, and the 

Griscom’s reply was: “‘I certainly did, other one didn’t, so we always wanted 
officer! It was off in that direction!” the one with the eyepiece. I don’t think 
SM: How much importance did you we ever fought over these glasses, but 
place on exploring the natural world we waited impatiently for our chance 

as an adolescent? to use them if we were on a hike and 

SR: Well, it was the bird world more _ one of us had it and one didn’t. Prism 

than the natural world. My interest in binoculars were available in those days, 

nature was pretty much restricted. I but they were too expensive for our 

learned plant life to some extent, and family, and so we got along as best we
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could. I may have been college age be- good for waterfowl. We didn’t have 
fore I bought my own binoculars. very much in the way of open fields; it 

We had no car in our family. My par- was pretty much woodland birding that 
ents weren’t wealthy by any stretch of we did. 
the imagination, and Dad’s work did SM: Other than your father, who was 
not require him to have a car. Public an early influence, do you remember 
transportation served for going back other people who inspired you? 
and forth to his job every day. He had SR: I remember that we belonged to 
his own private school for stammerers _ the Brookline Bird Club, which is a lo- 
called the Boston Stammerers’ Insti- cal Boston area club of amateur birders 
tute. Dad was a real pioneer in the field who love to go on field trips together 
of speech correction, and he saw that and observe what they see and hear. 
field develop a great deal during his Nobody was collecting birds. We got 
lifetime. Eventually he joined the fac- rides to take us to some new areas that 
ulty of Emerson College in Boston, we weren’t able to get to before. I think 

which is a college that specializes in there were a couple of people in the 

speech. There’s a clinic there now bird club who were very good at bird 
that’s named in honor of my dad. identification who taught my brothers 

Birding was very much a side hobby and me some things, but mostly I think 
with him; he was a hiker. Mother and _ it was the other way around. My broth- 
Dad were very faithful, regular church ers and I had learned enough so that 
members, so what hiking we did was _ we were teaching the rest of those peo- 
mainly on Sunday afternoons. ple quite a bit. But I’m sure they were 
SM: When you were growing up, what helpful in getting us going more into 
was the environment like around Bel- _ birds. 
mont? There came a time when we met a 
SR: Belmont has always been strictly a man named George Baker Long, who 
residential town near Boston. So it’s was fairly elderly, widowed, and caring 

got practically nothing in the way ofin- for a handicapped daughter. He had 
dustry. There were some wealthy land- just developed an interest in birds, and 
owners who kept substantial areas of he turned out to be a very avid bird 
woods in their natural state. So we had __ lister. Once we got to know him, he 

good woodland birding close by us. would call us and invite us to go differ- 
Cemeteries were favorite places to see ent places with him and to bird to- 
birds. The bigger the cemetery andthe gether. Now I don’t think he taught us 

bigger the city, the more important a very much about birding. Again, it 
cemetery is because it’s an island of might have been the other way around. 
greenery in the midst ofa concrete jun- He showed great mutual respect and 
gle. I grew up a couple of miles from admiration for what we knew, and he 
the famous Mount Auburn Cemetery sure took us to places where we saw 

that attracted birds the way Central things that we would never have had a 
Park in New York has done. This cem- chance to see. We were very grateful 
etery was one of the most favorite for this. 

places to go to see warblers in spring. I never had the chance to hobnob 
There were also a couple of ponds with Griscom the way I wish I could 
nearby that we would visit that were have. There was a Harvard Ornitholog-
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ical Club that Griscom was connected try to get over by that shrubbery, so 
with. Chan, asa student at Harvard, got your movements would be unobtru- 
the benefit of that. I was green with | sive. 
envy with the fact that I was just a little SM: Why did you move to Madison? 

too young to be able to get in to that Why didn’t you stay in the East? 
Club. SR: Wanderlust, the desire to be out on 

I was the youngest of the three boys. _ my own. Madison allowed me to do this 
Chan is three and a half years older in easy stages because during my first 
than I, and so we often went out to- two years in college here, I stayed with 

gether. I’d say he was a mentor. We got my mother’s sister and her family. I 
along very well. Roger was interested in came to Madison in 1939, just about 

birds, but not to the extent that Chan _ the time The Passenger Pigeon and WSO 
and I were. I think partly this is because _ got going. I missed by just a few months 
Roger was into athletics in school and _ being a charter member. 

neither Chan nor I had the athletic Local bird clubs had only recently 

gifts, so we spent more time out on bird _ started in Milwaukee, Green Bay, Madi- 
hikes and began keeping our lists. son, Racine, and Waukesha. In Madi- 
SM: So Chan and you went birding reg- son, we had basically two clubs: the 

ularly. Did that continue for several Madison Bird Club that was a forerun- 
years? ner of an Audubon chapter and made 
SR: Right up until the time I left home __ up of interested birders, and the Kum- 

to go to college because Chan was still lien Bird Club. I don’t think The Madi- 
living at home most of the time thatI_ son Bird Club involved professional 
was still in high school. Chan went to people at all at that particular stage. 
Harvard, and we lived only four miles The more professional scientists all 

from the Harvard campus. gravitated to the Kumlien Bird Club, 

Chan and I used to hike around and which was connected to the university. 
listen for any bird sound or see any This had people like [Aldo] Leopold, 

movement. Chan was the one who [A.W.] Schorger, Leon Cole, and a 

taught me the value of “‘pishing.” Ifwe good many other people who were in- 
felt there were some birds nearby in volved in ornithology on a professional 
some shrubbery, he would get on one _ level; these were almost entirely uni- 
side and I’d get on the other and we’d _ versity people. But the Kumlien Bird 
do some pishing. Then we’d call out to Club members didn’t get out in the 
each other what we were seeing. We _ field very much. They were doing more 
used the same methods, and whether _ in the way of research. In terms of just 
Chan learned them from someone getting out and observing birds and 
else, I don’t remember. keeping records of when they arrived 

Dad taught us something about how _ and departed, very few people were do- 
to recognize that birds were present ing this. When I came on the scene, I 

and how to try to approach them with- got the feeling right away that I was 
out flushing them. more experienced in bird identifica- 
SM: What did he advise? tion. 

SR: Just move very slowly. If the bird One of the first things that WSO did 
that you wanted to see wasinatree and in The Passenger Pigeon was to publish 

there was some shrubbery in between, field notes. WSO received field notes
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from only a few people, and when I One was called the Milwaukee Bird 
started putting my field notes into the Club, and I think it was the one that 
hopper, my name appeared in some of appealed to the more professionally 

these field notes reports more than minded people. There was also an ac- 
anybody else’s, which simply meant tive group of birders connected with 
that I was a more active field observer the City Club. I think that’s the only 
than most of the other people here. name that I ever associated with it. 
This eventually changed. The bird Members were largely women, and 
clubs became stronger, and eventually somebody like Mary Donald probably 
we got more local clubs started in dif- would still know something about that. 
ferent cities, and the interest gradually Ivy Balsom was one of the leaders of 

broadened. that group. Gertrude Nunnemacher 

Another development was the was involved in it, but I think that they 
Christmas Bird Count. I think there were simply people who liked to go on 
had been a Madison Christmas Bird field trips together. Probably not the 
Count off and on way back in the years most experienced birders. Dixie Lar- 

before World War I. But nothing kin was a prominent person in that 
steady occurred until WSO got orga- group eventually, and Dixie was instru- 

nized and they started publishing mental in organizing what was called 

Christmas Bird Count results. In the the John Muir Club, which consisted of 

first couple of years, they published a bunch of teenage boys. They became 
about a dozen counts. Then during some of the most avid birders in the 

World War II that number published Milwaukee area. Some of these boys 

dropped to maybe only six or seven have gone on to achieve outstanding 

counts per year. Eventually, when I was success in ornithology. There’s Gor- 

asked to become associate editor of The don Orians in Oregon, George Trei- 

Passenger Pigeon, I thought, ‘‘Gee, we chel in California, Dan Berger, and 

ought to do better than this.” I made Helmut Mueller. 
a few contacts in different cities, and I believe the Green Bay Bird Club 

pretty soon the number of counts pub- was started by Earl Wright at the mu- 

lished doubled, tripled, then leveled seum at Green Bay. Members helped 
off for a while. We still weren’t getting to organize WSO and hosted one of 
full statewide coverage. As time passed, _ the first WSO conventions. The Green 

I contacted a few more people. The re- Bay Club just disbanded within the last 
sponse was beautiful. Now we have 80 _ year. I was up there in the fall of ’97 to 
or 85 circles (each a 15 mile diameter speak to a new group that has taken its 
circle) covered per year. place. 

In those early years of WSO, the or- Eventually, a group got started in 
nithological interest was pretty much Appleton. Nell Rogers was a good 
centered in southeastern Wisconsin. — strong field birder, and I think she got 
We used to speak about the Racine- some people going in a bird club there 

Madison-Green Bay triangle. All the in Appleton. Daryl Tessen probably 

bird clubs were in that area. The Ra- would know something about that. 

cine club was called the Hoy Nature Even as late as 1960, relatively little 

Club. birding was being done in northern 
There were two clubs in Milwaukee. and western Wisconsin except by con-
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servation wardens and some research quite active in the early years of WSO, 
individuals. but again I don’t think he had a bird 

Another thing that illustrates how club there. He was just someone who 
narrow the interest was can be traced had an interest in birds, and he man- 

back to the late 1950s when Iwas asked aged to keep in touch with people 

to be editor of The Passenger Pigeon. I from the triangle. There were scat- 

was associate editor from about 1946 or _ tered individuals like that, but no other 

so until the late 1950s when I was asked __ clubs that I knew of in those early years. 

to serve as editor. Ican well remember SM: I wanted to ask you about some of 

that when I took over as editor, the bar- the individuals who were very impor- 

rel was empty. There wasn’t a manu- tant in the early years. Let me start with 
script of any kind for me to use in the Aldo Leopold. What was your impres- 
first issues. This meant thinking up sion of him? Of course, he died in 
new ideas and convincing people todo 1948, so did you get a chance to know 
some writing. One of these ideas was to him? 

have a series of articles devoted to bird- SR: Yes, I knew him. I met him at Kum- 

ing hot spots—some of the prime lien Club meetings, and we got to know 
places to go in Wisconsin to look for each other reasonably well. It was my 
birds. So I wrote up the Mazomanie _ regret in retrospect that I never took a 
area and a couple of others, and other course under him. I should have. It 

people did the same. We planned to didn’t fit in with my major interest at 

save these pieces and eventually put that time. He was working with grad 

them out in book form. In a few years, students. I think he had already be- 

we had 25 or 30 collected and decided come very well known and had estab- 

to put them out in book form. But lished a very strong reputation. It was 
most of them were within the southeast during the time that I was here, if not 

triangle. We had very few spots in the before, that he served on the Wiscon- 
northern half of the state. This was be- sin Conservation Department’s Com- 

cause birders hadn’t been there. They mission that preceded the DNR Board. 

didn’t know where the hot spots were. I thought the world of Leopold. I was 
So we put out the first edition of Wis- a youngster compared with everybody 

consin’s Favorite Bird Haunts. 1 think we _ else he was involved with, but he never 

covered about 30 areas. Thankfully, treated me as just a little kid. He 

Daryl Tessen took this project over 15 treated me like an adult before I really 
years later and made a much more _ was one. I have really warm feelings to- 
complete volume out of it, but that’s ward him and much respect. 

the difference between 1960 and 1976. I don’t remember that we did any 

We just didn’t know much about _ field work together other than we paid 
northern Wisconsin’s bird activities. attention to the birds near the shack. 

There were people out in other ar- At Kumlien Bird Club meetings, mem- 

eas doing some very good work. Wal- _ bers always asked for a recent bird ob- 
lace Grange was a real fine researcher; _ servation by anybody. I don’t think Le- 

he investigated the status of woodland _opold hardly ever contributed to this. 

birds in Wood County. There was a fel- I just assumed this was because of his 

low up in Sawyer County, near Hay- work; he just didn’t have time for bird- 
ward, named Karl Kahmann, who was ing trips, hikes, just for the sake of see-
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ing birds. He was too busy with more Barger who had just joined the De- 
important things. I was the guy out in partment, me, and Elton Buzzewitz, a 

the field a lot. I think, at first, when I grad student from Watertown. I 

reported a few rarities, they were met thought, ‘““What am I doing on this 
with a certain amount of questioning. committee supposedly talking about 
If somebody said that they thought my Wisconsin birds when I’m only in my 
report was of a very unusual bird and _ second year here?”’ But I think Walter 
asked how I identified it, I would de- appointed me because he felt that I was 
scribe what I had used for identifica- such an active birder and that I’d had 
tion field marks. People like Walter so much experience with birds in Mas- 
Scott and Norv Barger came to my aid sachusetts that I had probably had a 
and helped people accept what I said better grasp of Wisconsin birds than 
at face value. many of the people here. We pub- 

SM: Could you tell me about Walter lished the checklist booklet, and now 

Scott [1911-1983; Wisconsin Conser- its been through four more revisions. 

vation Dept. and WDNR administrator Buzzewitz was killed during World 
and historian; first editor of The Passen- War II, and Roy Lound worked on 

ger Pigeon; former WSO president]? I three of the checklist booklet revisions. 

met him a few times in the mid-1970s _ It turned out for the latest revision that 
and was impressed by his dedication to Norv and I were still here from the 
conservation issues. original team and we asked Stan Tem- 
SR: Walter Scott was aremarkable bun- ple to round out the team. That’s a 
dle of enthusiasm. He seemed to have _ project which is still going, but this got 
boundless energy to put into many dif- started through Walter’s initiative. 
ferent causes. He really did have some He also envisioned The Passenger Pi- 
wide interests, but I remember him — geon becoming a fine magazine. It had 

also as a very sincere and friendly per- to start out as a mimeographed news- 

son. To illustrate the kind of thing that letter, but you start small. He was its 

Walter did that isn’t done by many first editor. Then he went into the ser- 

other people, if some newspaper clip- vice; he served in the Pacific during 

ping pointed out something good that WW II, and Norv Barger became the 

somebody had done, Walter would sit editor at that time. 

down and write a little note to that per- Walter was a very competent birder 

son and congratulate them. Now how _ in the field, but he didn’t get out very 

many people do that? He was just an much because of the pressure of so 
appreciative and outgoing person. many other things that occupied his 

Walter was instrumental in organiz- time. His responsibilities with the Con- 
ing WSO. He was anxious not only that servation Department increased 
this organization get started, but also through the years. When the time 
that we’d get started doing a bunch of came for his retirement, one of the 
worthwhile things. It was when Iwasa people who spoke at his retirement 
sophomore at the university that Wal- party referred to him as the ‘“‘con- 
ter assembled a team to prepare a pre- science of the Conservation Depart- 

liminary checklist with migration ment’’—an interesting term to use, but 

graphs. He included Earl Loyster from _a very apt one in his case. I was never 
the Conservation Department, Norv privy to some of the meetings where
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decisions were made, but people who associated stewardship with conserva- 
were felt that Walter was the person tion since the word go, and Walter had 

who, more than any other, kept them too. 

on track as to what their fundamental SM: He was a remarkable individual. 

purpose was as custodians of the land What about A. W. Schorger [1884— 
and all its creatures. 1972; naturalist, ornithologist, UW- 

He was such a sincere person, and Madison Emeritus Professor of Wildlife 
his interest in history was well known. Management]? What was your knowl- 

He wrote 100-year summaries of con- edge of him? 

servation activities. When I started SR: I didn’t know Schorger nearly as 

work on Wisconsin Birdlife, I knew right well, but again I had great respect for 
away who I wanted to do the bibliog- him. He was the dean of the field bird- 
raphy, and he did an outstanding job. ers during the time I was here in col- 
This became quite difficult in his last lege. Everybody looked up to him and 
years because he lost his hearing, and _ knew that he had the last word. Any- 
some of the last conversations I had thing that Schorger said he saw, you 
with him, I had to write down what I believed right then and there. He was 
wanted to say. He’d read it and then a collector. He would usually identify 
orally respond to what I was writing, his birds without collecting them, but 
but he couldn’t understand a word I when he came across something rare, 
said unless I wrote it down. he wanted to collect the specimen. 

To illustrate how he and I shared This didn’t go over all that well with 
similar beliefs, in my first parish in some of the other field birders during 

Neillsville, I was planning what we those days, but you might say that 

called, and still call, a “Layman Sun- Schorger belonged in the transition 

day.’”’ This was a Sunday when a service age between the collector and the field 
would be conducted and a sermon _ observer. 

would be preached by a layman. I SM: What was his personality like? 
asked Walter to preach. He drove from SR: It was pretty gruff. He was very 
Madison to Neillsville and delivered an _ friendly to a point with people that he 

outstanding sermon. I think he was ad- really knew, but he wasn’t the kind of 

dressing the stewardship theme that we outgoing person who would welcome a 
on the earth are not owners of it; we newcomer and bring him in the way 

are custodians of it. We can enjoy it Scott and Barger would. He did have 
while we have it, but we have the re- great respect for other people. When I 

sponsibility to pass it on. God didn’tin- say ‘‘gruff,”’ I don’t remember that I 
tend it for just one generation but for ever heard cuss words coming out of 

all generations. This was around 1947 his mouth. He had, however, a great 

or 1948, long before the idea was pop- expression for which he’s been royally 
ular. In religious circles, we’ve talked famous: when he came across a real 

about stewardship as long as I can re- rarity, he would say, ““Oh my God!”’ Bill 
member. I can remember first hearing Foster could tell you stories about “Oh 

the word stewardship used in terms of My God!’’ experiences that he had 

conservation of natural resources. I with Schorger. I have a couple, too. 

think this happened during a course I I took Schorger out one time north 

took as an undergraduate. I have just of Madison. We were looking for a Ruff
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that had been discovered out on the helped me get to know other birders 

Norway Grove pond. We didn’t see it, here. There were times that he would 

but on the way back we saw an Eastern take me to WSO conventions when I 

Bluebird on the wire. He said, “Oh my _ probably just wouldn’t have gone oth- 
God! I haven’t seen one of those near _ erwise, and we did have some extended 
Madison in 10 years.” trips. 

Schorger was a real scientist and a SM: Was there anyone back then who 
researcher of old newspapers. He was taught you more than you knew, or did 
very thorough in digging up informa- you feel that you knew more than any- 

tion about turkeys in the nineteenth one? 
century. I remember calling Schorger SR: I think I knew more than most of 

after I moved to Adams County and be- _ them. I know this sounds bigheaded on 
came aware that there were a few tur- my part. I don’t mean it that way. The 
keys in the southern part of the county. only course I took in college that in- 

When I told Bill about this, he said, volved birds significantly was a zoology 

“Those birds had to be remnants of course taught by Art Hasler, who was a 

the Baraboo Hills’ transplants from fish expert. Half of his course was on 

back in the 1930s.” I contacted him at _ birds. It was in the spring of the year 
the time that I heard about the death and when it came time for field trips, 
of the last of those turkeys, and I asked he simply turned them over to me and 
him to write an article about this for _ said, ‘“You know these birds better than 

The Passenger Pigeon. He did. 1 think he I do. You take them on the trips and 
was slower to accept my observation show them.” There weren’t any other 
skills than some other people, but professors teaching bird related 
eventually he did respect me very courses. There was no John Emlen on 
much. campus at that time. 

SM: What about Norv Barger [1908— I was going to say a little bit more 

1997; Wisconsin Conservation Dept. bi- about Norv Barger. He was very active 

ologist; first WSO president]? What in the early years of WSO. Perhaps not 

were your impressions of him? quite as much with the creative ideas 

SR: Norv Barger was the person more as Walter Scott had been, but he did 

than any other who took me under his _ have ideas that he developed. I think 
wing when I came here as a college he was the one who planned what is 
freshman. I think at that time he was now known as the WSO Book Store. 
still engaged in sign painting. It was I’m notreal sure whether Scott had any 

shortly afterwards that he joined the part in that planning, but Norv Barger 
staff of the Wisconsin Conservation De- _ was the one who really organized it and 
partment. He was a real field birder. I stuck with it for some years before Har- 

think I got acquainted with him be- old Kruse took it over. 

cause he knew my aunt and uncle with Norv was much more of a field man 

whom I was staying. He had already be- than Walter had been. Again, maybe 
friended my cousin, who lived in Madi- because of various time commitments 

son, and who was interested in birds. and so on, but Norv just loved to get 

Norv showed me some of the nice out in the field. He was instrumental in 

places to see birds. We enjoyed field collecting and publishing seasonal 
work together. He encouraged me and field notes in The Passenger Pigeon and
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was the one who held that these field curred during a late afternoon in May 
notes ought to be preserved. So, soon when I was going out to Hoyt Park. My 
after I settled in Wisconsin, he asked college friends and I used to call it Sun- 
me to be the field notes editor of The set Point and go there for supper pic- 

Passenger Pigeon. He wanted to encour- _ nics. I had left a little early because I 

age individual research projects, but wanted to stop at the nearby cemetery 
he was dealing much more with the to look and listen. But I didn’t have my 
amateur rather than with the profes- binoculars. I’d do what I could with my 
sional on college campuses. ears. 

Norv had a work schedule that he When I got to the cemetery, I de- 

had to follow, and of course when I was _ tected a strange song I didn’t know. So 

a college student, I had my class sched- _ I listened and thought, “How do I get 
ule to follow. I think much of the time, a look at this bird?”’ The only way to 
I would just go out by myself forashort do it was to crawl under the wrought- 
period early in the mornings, butsome iron cemetery fence. I crawled under 
of these trips were weekend trips. the fence and walked to the trees 

One of the funniest experiences oc- where the bird was singing. The bird 
was up so high in the tree that I still 

aa wages: = y= couldn’t tell what it was, but the bird 

! Boos ve i y V N - — z kept singing repeatedly. It was driving 
ME Roy 4 ~~ LR ee” M me nuts because I thought, ‘‘This is a 

pre ae § me ff) rare bird, and I can’t identify it.” The 
: & ae i ns, best thing I could do was to write down 
an rap NG se ae how the song sounded to me. I almost 

a ay ‘4 always carried paper and pencil with 

cas y me, but had none that day. I crawled 

oan ae ’ under the fence again, and just as I did, 
we: aN at a bus stopped and a bunch of the kids 
Le | ow ae heading to the same picnic were get- 
Woneseg| ij) ‘ting off. ‘‘What in the world was I do- 
Ser ms 1a | ing crawling under a fence?” I told 
Be |= =) them I had heard a rare bird, and I 
2 ea A |, begged from them pencil and paper. 

7) “= So they went on to the picnic, and I sat 
ey there at the side of the road writing 

: 2 down a description of the bird song. 
: Then I heard a car pull up. I fully 

expected the driver to be a policeman; 
it was Norv Barger. I told him what I 

: was doing. He listened to the bird. We 
both crawled under the fence to try to 

, get a look at it, but we couldn’t see it 
any better. Norv said, “‘You stay here, 

wfitnnstieSattiencte Shestgee” 47M go back.” Pretty soon he came 
Education (May, 1943; photo courtesy of back with a wife and two pairs of bin- 
Robbins Family Archives). oculars. The singer turned out to be a
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Yellow-throated Warbler. Norv was SR: Not always. This is a puzzling thing. 
from North Carolina originally and I When Bill Foster and I are out to- 

think he probably recognized the song, gether, he hears things that I don’t 
but he wanted to be sure. With the bin- _ hear, and I hear things that he doesn’t 
ocs, we finally confirmed the identifi- hear, and it’s not always the high- 
cation, and in short order, half of pitched sounds. Sometimes it’s low- 

Madison’s ornithologists were out at pitched notes. For example, I can’t 

the cemetery looking at that bird. hear the high-pitched sounds of Cedar 
SM: Let me take this opportunity toask Waxwings, Brown Creepers, and 
you about your method for remember- Golden-crowned Kinglets, and for 
ing bird calls. How do you keep your some reason I also can’t hear the low- 
memory fresh? pitched ‘‘peent”’ call of the Woodcock, 
SR: I think I have an unusual memory, nor distant calls of Black-capped 
but I don’t think I’ve trained it. I was Chickadees. 
just blessed with it. But all in all, I have been blessed 

SM: So in other words, when you hear _ with a combination of unusual hearing 
a bird, you remember it from that mo- and an unusual memory. This memory 
ment on? You always recall it? generally extends to call notes. I think 

SR: On several occasions, I’ve heard a __ this is one of the things that has been 

bird that I hadn’t heard for eight or 10 a source of amazement to a lot of other 

years and recognized it just like that. people when I’ve been out on field 

I’m lucky that way; it’s just a gift. trips. If I can hear a call note and can 
SM: Has there been any other bird that identify the bird right away, for exam- 
you’ve heard in Wisconsin that you ha- _ ple as a Red Crossbill, some people are 
ven’t known right away? amazed. 
SR: Oh yes. When I first met up with SM: Tell me about that, because you 

Yellow-headed Blackbirds, which I have to have spent quite a bit of time 
hadn’t come across out in New En- in the field learning call notes. 

gland, I had to learn a new song thatI_ SR: Yes, it comes with experience. I 

hadn’t experienced previously. But in don’t know how you can teach call 

terms of birds that I had once learned, notes to other people very well. 
forgotten, and then run across, it SM: You mentioned you get out with 

would be hard to remember a time that _ Bill Foster. Where do you go? 
that has happened. SR: Locally, we visit the U.W. Arbore- 

Right now, with some hearing loss, I _ tum, the Middleton ponds, and various 

can hear a song that does not register places around the Madison lakes. We 
with me asa song that [learned before, go to Mazomanie, to the Pine Bluff 

but it is the same song. There are cer- area, to Lodi Marsh, and to Fish and 

tain overtones that I’m not picking up, Crystal lakes. We bird the Norway 
so what I’m hearing is different than Grove area, Goose Pond, and more dis- 

what I learned. In a sense, I’m having tant spots like Horicon, Milwaukee, 

to relearn a few songs of birds that I and Two Rivers. 

once knew perfectly well, but now I SM: Which of your experiences afield 

can’t catch the full song that I used to in Wisconsin has been most memora- 

be able to hear. ble? 
SM: Do the high-end notes give you a SR:I think I would rate the times I have 

problem? gone to Plainfield and experienced the
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booming of the Greater Prairie-  spiring over a long period of time. He 
Chicken as particularly memorable. was reliving something that had been 
You would show up at the Hamer- very precious to him in those early 
strom’s house about two o’clock in the — days. I have never forgotten that inci- 
morning, if you didn’t happen to be dent. How privileged I was to help 
staying overnight. Here was a place open up this book of memories for 
that looked as if it hadn’t had a coat of Paul. 
paint for a good many years, but here In connection with my book, I went 
lived a lovely couple of scientists. They to the Historical Society library and 
fed us a little bit of breakfast and sent dug out many of his old field records. 
us out in the dark. I didn’t know where They helped me improve my under- 
in the world I was. They’d direct us to _ standing of what bird life was like back 
follow such and such a line to get toa in his heyday. Another bird club, by the 
blind. You'd get in the blind and you’d _ way, that was started fairly early and I 
think that you couldn’t possibly sit in think is still going strong was the Ben- 
such cramped conditions for a couple jamin Goss Bird Club at Waukesha, 
of hours straight. But once the excite- and now there is a club named for Paul 
ment developed out on the dancing Jones at Oconomowoc. Paul was a very 
ground before your eyes, you would _ likeable fellow. I never knew that much 
forget about how cramped you were about what research he did. But he 
and would just sit amazed to see those would submit his field notes quite reg- 
birds dancing, courting, confronting, ularly to The Passenger Pigeon. And I had 
and booming. To me, that wasamem- an occasion to look over those notes 
orable thing the first time I did it, and when they came in. I felt that he was a 
I think the wonder was only slightly less_ very active and accurate field observer, 
with each repetition. and he was one who pretty much lim- 

There is another incident that I re- _ ited his field work to his own local area. 
call very fondly. When we lived in Ad- SM: Any other experiences that stand 
ams County, we became acquainted out in your mind as exceptional? 
with the birds on the Leola Marsh. We SR: I can still remember quite vividly 
knew what it would be like to be out the day we discovered Wisconsin’s first 
there on an early spring morning just Ruff. I was with a carload of people 
as it was getting light. [had with me for from Madison. Norv Barger was driv- 
an overnight guest S. Paul Jones from ing; his wife, Clara, was along. I think 
Waukesha. I took him out on the Mary Walker may have been with us. 
marsh the following morning and the We stopped at the Norway Grove pond 
Ruffed Grouse were drumming, the in the middle of May and right away 
Prairie Chickens were booming, the were aware of a lot of shorebirds. One 
Sandhill Cranes were trumpeting, and _ of the first sounds I heard came from 
over Paul’s face came the most won- a Dowitcher, so I looked for it. In so 
derful look of recollection. I wish had doing, I passed over a bird that seemed 
a photograph of his face as he listened _ like a pigeon in the water, but I had to 
to that marsh music. He said, ‘‘We used _ check out that Dowitcher first to satisfy 
to hear things like this in Waukesha my ears. Then, I went back to look at 
County years ago!”’ That one sentence _ the pigeon. Well, it wasn’t a pigeon. It 
spoke to something that’s been tran- was a shorebird that had a pretty in-
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flated area around its neck and throat. DNR still owns the land there. As far as 
We didn’t know what in the world that I know, they haven’t done a thing 

bird was at first. We didn’t know for about my recommendation to them, 

sure until we got back home and bor- but a year ago at a grassland sympo- 

rowed a couple of European field sium, I was speaking to someone who 
guides from Bill Foster. Then we con- is now working in that area for DNR. 
firmed that this bird was a Ruff. In looking through the old files, he 

So discovering the first Ruff in Wis- found my recommendations, and he 
consin was a moment that willlinger in expressed a real interest in this. I ha- 
my memory. Many people eventually ven’t been back there lately to know 
saw that bird, but I’ll think twice before whether the area has changed signifi- 
I ever give up on a pigeon wading in cantly, but I still think that could be 
water. developed into an area that would be 

Another thing that really stands out good for shorebirds every year. It 

is the years (1960-68) that we lived in would require only a minor investment 
Roberts in St. Croix County. 1 remem- of time and equipment. We took our 
ber when I left Adams County to move _ son, Rick, out there once and observed 
to Roberts I thought, ‘““Oh boy, my _ both species of Godwits, Piping Plover, 

birding interests are going to really suf- and a splendid display of ‘‘Willie-spin- 
fer here because I’m going into an area ners’ (Wilson’s Phalaropes). It was just 
that is not nearly as exciting for birds a bonanza. I think that something like 
as the one I am leaving.” ButIsaid that that could happen just about every 
simply without knowing what to ex- year. 
pect. Nobody that I knew of had birded SM: Owen Gromme [1896-1991, fa- 

much there. I was pleasantly surprised mous Wisconsin bird artist]. What was 
to find that Roberts was a wonderfully your impression of him? 
rich birding area. SR: I found Gromme to be a very in- 

One of the spots that made it espe- _ teresting person to talk with, and I wish 

cially so was just northeast of town. It to high heaven that I had had many 
was a wet area all year long, but in the more conversations with him than I 
spring, it would flood and develop into did. Once I got started on Wisconsin 
a particularly nice place for shorebirds. _ Birdlife, I travelled to the museum and 

I had some memorable shorebird ex- read his notebooks. We had known 

periences there. I knew that DNR _ each other fora long time. I remember 

bought the north end of that land for that when Gromme first announced he 
waterfowl production. I expressed to was starting work on his book, The Birds 
somebody in the DNR the wish that of Wisconsin, I became very interested 
they could develop that south end for in the project. I filled out many forms 
shorebirds in spring and fall. [thought on my observations in the early 1940s. 
a fairly simple thing to do would be to In 1942, my parents were due to have 
plow the land around the edges so that a 25th wedding anniversary. I thought 
you would keep the vegetation off and how nice it would be if I could give 

maintain a nice shallow wet area. I them asa wedding anniversary present 

thought it could become one of the a copy of this new Wisconsin bird book 
finest shorebird migration spots in the that probably would have some of my 
state. I still think that. As far as I know, _ field records in it. So I planned to give
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them a copy of Owen’s book. Well see each other at WSO conventions. 
heavens, look what happened. It never Paul and Emma were good contribu- 

came out till long after my parents 50th — tors of articles to The Passenger Pigeon 
anniversary and then after their death. when I was the editor, so we corre- 
But I was interested in the project and sponded quite a bit on those. I remem- 
had been in conversation with ber particularly an article on Black 
Gromme about that book in its early Terns that they sent in for publication. 

stages. They were photographing terns on Big 
Time went on, and I had relatively Muskego Lake. One of the photo- 

little occasion to go to Milwaukee. If I graphs Emma must have taken. It was 
visited the Milwaukee Public Museum, in their boat, and a Black Tern was 

it was to see the exhibits; it wasn’t to perched on Paul’s cap. I ran copies of 
see the people there. But Gromme and _ two similar photos. The caption for 
I knew each other on a first name basis, one was: ‘‘Paul Hoffmann examining 
and whenever we did meet, we would Black Tern,” and the caption for the 

have some nice conversations. other was: “Black Tern examining 

Gromme was enthusiastic, very dedi- Paul Hoffmann.” 

cated to his work, and a very talented SM: What about Joe Hickey [1907- 

person. He was a real conservationist 1993, UW-Madison Wildlife Ecology 

at heart, and I felt we had alot in com- Professor]? What were your experi- 
mon. I don’t think I shared his appre- ences with Joe? 

ciation of hunting, but that didn’t SR: Again, they were very spotty in 
make any difference. terms of frequency. Joe came to the 

The time came when Gromme de- University here at Madison about the 
cided that he didn’t want to write the _ time I left. We overlapped a little bit. 
narrative parts of what eventually be- In that brief overlap period, I can re- 
came Wisconsin Birdlife. He wanted to member one time that he and some- 
devote his years to painting. He must body else and I were going to do a big 
have thought highly enough of me to May Day count, and I was living down 
ask me if I would take over the writing on North Murray Street on the third 

project. At the time he asked me, Iwas floor of a house. I had set my alarm 

so engrossed in preparing a master’s clock to go off so I would be ready 

thesis that I couldn’t take on another when they picked me up. The alarm 

project right then and there, but I said clock did not awaken me. I don’t know 
that if he would still be interested at _ if this was the clock’s fault or if I slept 

the time I finished that, I would con- _ right through it, but I became aware of 

sider it. So the very day I sent my thesis a flashing light. I wasn’t wide enough 
off to my faculty advisor at UW-Stout, I awake to fully grasp the situation, but 
sent a note to Gromme and said, “I fin- I was aware that they were there to pick 

ished the thesis. Do you still want me me up. They were flashing a spotlight 
to take over the writing of the book?’ from their car through my bedroom 
“Yes, we do,” he replied. window; the light reflecting off the ceil- 
SM: Did you spend any time in the field ing awakened me, but I was not wide 

with the naturalists Paul and Emma _ enough awake to let these people know 

Hoffmann? that I was now awake. So I went over to 

SR: Very little. I knew them. We would the window and started waving my
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hands up and down and only then did Breeding Birds of Oconto County]? Did 
it dawn on me to turn ona light in the you have any dealings with him? 
room. So I turned the light on and SR: We corresponded, but I rarely met 

quickly dressed. I don’t recall what him. He never came to WSO meetings. 
birds we found, but I remember the He was not exactly a recluse, but he 

stupid way in which the day began. acted a little bit that way. I think he felt 
SM: Did Joe ask you what kind ofa bird that he didn’t have very much in com- 
you were trying to imitate while waving mon with the other birders in the 
your arms? Green Bay area. I think he felt that the 
SR: Well, Joe had a sense of humor, Green Bay birders didn’t appreciate 

and I’m sure he rubbed that one in. oologists. He was an oologist and a very 

You know Joe had a New York accent, competent one. 
and he used it to play games with me. I didn’t meet him until the time that 
Whenever we saw a marsh hawk, he re-_ I started work on Wisconsin Birdlife. 
ferred to it as a ‘‘mash”’ hawk. I think One of the first things I did when I un- 
this was his way of pointing out thathe dertook that project was to contact 

could detect in my speech the New En- Carl. I knew that he had kept extensive 
gland tendency to mispronounce an __ field records, and I knew he was getting 
“yr.” Joe was a lot of fun. He was avery along in years. I wanted to get his data 
good field observer. He loved to be out as best I could. So I designed a special 
in the field watching birds, much more _ kind of report form just for him to re- 
so than other university professors. port his egg work. He was very accom- 

Joe had trained early as a field orni- modating. I went up to see him, and 
thologist. He was part of the Bronx we went out in the field one morning. 
County [NY] gang of young birdwatch- He and I enjoyed this because we were 

ers that eventually also included Roger both quick to pick up things with our 
Tory Peterson in their membership. ears. We just had a glorious morning 
He grew up with a lot of confidence in _ together. And he showed me different 
bird identification both by sight and areas where he used to do his egg col- 

sound, much more so than many na- _lecting. These were Oconto Marsh and 

tive Wisconsinites. I really didn’t see Peshtigo Marsh. Many of the records 
very much of Joe, but we did corre- he shared hadn’t been reported, so 
spond occasionally. this turned out to be a fortuitous move 

He was very supportive and inter- that really paid off and made the book 
ested when I began Wisconsin Birdlife, a better one. And we did it just in time 

and he was very encouraging, to the because he died before I finished the 
point of asking whether I could take a_ book. 

sabbatical from my minister’s job fora SM: In the 1978 interview, you make 

year to work on the book. [had towrite reference to your “‘graph paper 

him and say that the question of a sab- method’ for keeping bird records. De- 
batical was not possible. I just had to _ scribe that for me. 
plug away on it in my spare time. Now- SR: At the beginning of the month, I 

adays, ministers are given sabbaticals, make a list of those birds that I am most 

but I never had one. apt to see that month. I list these birds 

SM: What about Carl Richter [1903-— in the left hand column and then I 

1977; Green Bay naturalist; author of draw 30 or 31 columns, depending on
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the number of days in the month. At SR: Well, let me enlarge on that a little 
the end of each day, I take a few mo- _ bit. Before my brother Chan conceived 

ments to write down how many individ- _ the idea of the federal Breeding Bird 

uals of each species I remember seeing Survey and began to organize it, we 

or hearing that day. Let me show you _ talked with the WSO Board of Direc- 

(Figure 3). Here is April, 1989. The tors about trying to organize some kind 
birds that I saw are all listed along with of a summer count for Wisconsin. At 
the dates I did the observing, the esti- the time, we were envisioning getting 

mated numbers, and a code indicating _ these going in a linear way so that you 

the county where the observation was could compare figures from 1960 with 
made. I’ve been doing this since 1939. 1961, ’61 with ’62, and so on for the 

I have several notebooks of these re- same given areas. When I presented 
cords. There are very few months I’ve _ this to the Board of Directors, they said 
missed, and only a few months have in- it would be a very desirable thing, but 

complete records. asked if I really thought that I would 
SM: Are there specific sites that you get many people involved. This would 
have gone to every year? Or are these _ have been in 1960. I realized that most 
observations you’ve made from wher- _ people put their binoculars away at the 

ever you have been? end of the spring migration and didn’t 

SR: They are observations from wher- take them out again for a few months, 
ever I’ve been. I try to indicate where _ but I felt they were missing a great bet 

I have gone. because of the summer birds that we 
SM: Have you ever made an attempt to _ have, particularly during the month of 

summarize these records for a partic- June before the song period ceases. We 

ular locality? could get some significant informa- 
SR: I’m going to leave it to somebody _ tion. 
else to do that. So the WSO directors finally said: 
SM: In the 1978 interview, you say: “It’s ‘‘Go ahead and do one count, and 
a simple matter to go back to some of we'll find some others.” So we began 
these records and determine where a__ this project in 1961 and ran it for five 
given bird like a Chestnut-sided War- years. By the fifth year, we had 75 dif- 
bler was found, when you first saw it, ferent areas covered. I summarized the 

when it became fairly numerous, when counts in The Passenger Pigeon each 

it began to drop off.” year. I learned by 1965 that Chan was 
SR: None of the other records that I developing the federal Breeding Bird 
found in Gromme’s file or records Survey project. I recognized right away 

from any other source give me much that his methods were far superior to 
information on abundance. I have the ones we were following because 
found these records of mine to be of they would give comparisons between 
tremendous value in giving me this in- different areas. I encouraged Chan to 
formation. do this, and he said that he had been 

SM: One of your significant accom- wanting to get something like this 
plishments was organizing the federal started; but he, too, had been fearful 

Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) in the that he couldn’t get people to go out 

state. Tell me more about the origins birding in June. When he saw what suc- 
of that effort. cess we were having in Wisconsin, he
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Figure 3. An example (from April 1989) of Sam Robbins’ ‘‘graph paper method”’ of keeping bird 
records. Sam has been tallying his sightings in this manner since 1939. 

decided that it was worth a try. Soin a soon as Chan’s got started. So by 1966, 
way I think we gave him a boost in or- we switched from our “summer bird 

ganizing that project, which has  survey’’ to the North American BBS. 
proved to be so successful. The summary that we finished recently 

We gave up on our first project as is a 26 year summary, 1966-91.
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SM: In your 1978 interview, you also i 6g 4 

said: ‘I have been doing some think- _ f ' oe 
ing about writing a little booklet of og. i A" bs 

meditations, religious meditations * re [ | ‘\' A 

based upon my observations of nature. j : i \ \, 

This could help other people see for ; »G nn ow 

themselves the things in nature that y Na ee Daa 

lead to an understanding and appre- y a » i : 

ciation of God. It would make them ff _ , i ee 
better environmentalists, better stew- ae ) Pm 
ards of the world we live in. I think it [fe | oe 
could do a lot of good.” Have you Jy Pe 
given any further thought to that pro- « 2 al 
ject? , ed g i 

SR: Not exactly. But what I have done 

instead is to write a column every week 

for backyard bird lovers through The 
Country Today. 1 began writing that in 

January 1977. I had an article in the 
first issue they ever published. I think Figure 4. About to begin work on one of his 

I’ve missed only three weekly issues in first articles for The Country Today, Sam, a high 
* z school guidance counselor at the time, is 

that 20 year period. IfT took a vacation, pictured here in his office at Cadott High 

I would write an article ahead of time School, 12 miles east of Chippewa Falls, 

so they would have something to use. Chippers Com. eco Coa Pe 
still get quite a bit of feedback on my 

articles. Rarely a week goes by that I 
haven’t received a letter. These letters tion essentially is God’s and is intended 
are so appreciative that if there was for all God’s creatures and all genera- 

such a thing as an apostle to the back- _ tions. I feel that I am very much a part 

yard bird watcher, I probably fulfill of God’s creation and that God in- 
that role to some extent. Maybe some- tended that we have a harmonious re- 
day I might tackle a book that does this _ lationship with all of nature. I accept 
in a more direct way. I don’t know if _ the idea that I am responsible to try to 

you remember seeing it or not, but we keep the natural world in as good con- 

did publish in The Passenger Pigeonafew dition as possible, so I have taken a 

years ago a poem I wrote titled “Only deep interest in conservation matters. 

God can make a bird.” I feel that the coming generations have 

SM: So your writings in The Country To- just as much right to enjoy the things 
day have led to a greater appreciation — that I enjoy, so I want to be sure that I 

of God? do my part to keep things in good 

SR: I think that most anyone who reads __ shape. 

those articles would recognize that For one particular moment in time 

there are religious overtones to whatI I may be responsible for a particular 

write. The word stewardship covers a__ plot of ground that I own, but I don’t 

lot of my feelings. We here on earth really own it. I have the responsibility 

don’t really own anything. All of crea- for it because some previous owner
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passed it on to me, and I want to pass complished all of this. When I think of 

it on to people who come after me.I the unique feathering of birds, it is 
also feel that from a larger perspective, abundantly clear that human beings 

there are going to be growing societal can’t manufacture bird feathers. I 

needs: land needed for industry, land can’t go to a store to buy a bird feather 
needed for transportation, land that will operate as well; these things 
needed for agriculture, land needed are created in a way that’s beyond our 
for recreation, land needed for com- human understanding. So the more I 
mercial enterprises, and so on. The learn about birds, the more respect I 
larger the population becomes, the have for the Creator. 
more intense is the competition for SM: Here you are at your 75th birthday 
this land. We have to take avery broad and you have just had the 50th anni- 
view of this in terms of determining  versary of your ordination. What does 

which land is best suited for what pur- _ the future look like for Sam Robbins as 

poses and then try to make policy de- far as continuing to bird and travel? 

cisions that will reflect the best use that SR: I have quite a few places that I 
preserves the land for generations to would love to travel to, but I realize 

come. Land use is not just a conserva- that when it comes to trying to go to 

tion issue but an issue our society is fac- new places and see new birds, my en- 

ing in every way. There is such a great _ ergy limitations are going to restrict me 

tendency for people to be selfish about to what I call roadside birding. I have 
this. Short sighted. We need to take never been a real strong hiker, proba- 
everybody’s need into consideration bly because I’ve got just too much stuff 
and particularly those of the coming to carry around with me every place I 
generations. go. I get tired so quickly. I couldn’t be- 
SM: How, then, can we developa more _ gin to do the things that you do when 
ethical regard for the land? you go out and collect Trumpeter 
SR: To me, it all starts with one’s belief Swan eggs. That sounds to me like 

in God. If you accept the idea that all something for athletic gymnasts and 

of this is God’s creation and we human that kind of thing. I have more and 

beings are here as children of God, more become a roadside birder simply 

then we have a fundamental responsi- _ because of my limited strength. I could 
bility to protect the land. The relation- explain this very nicely and say that I 

ship between a person and God is one am just plain too big around; it has 
of love. made a lot of field work difficult. 

SM: Have you felt the presence of God Just to give you an illustration of this, 
in the outdoors? last winter Bill Foster, his wife, and I 

SR: Very much so. The more I have went up to northern Wisconsin. One of 
come to know birds and their habits the things we really wanted to do was 
and migration patterns, the more con- _ help Bill find a Spruce Grouse, which 

vinced I am that all of life is a part of is one of the birds that he had never 

the whole creative process I associate seen. So we got in touch with Larry 

with God. In my mind, the Bible asserts Gregg. That happened to be a winter 

that God created everything; and sci- when the snow was not particularly 

ence and evolution help us to under-_ deep. Larry said, ‘‘Come along, and we 
stand the process by which God has ac-__ will help you hike out in the swamp.”
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Well, when I got there and I saw what —_ waterfowl. I have only been to Florida 

hiking this was going to involve, I gave once. I don’t know whether I’m real 
up. I couldn’t do it. And Jimmy, Bill’s anxious to try a pelagic trip. I’ve never 
wife, said she wasn’t going to do it ei- been on a real honest to goodness pe- 
ther. But Bill wanted to see this Spruce _ lagic trip, but I think this would be real 
Grouse bad enough that he hiked out fun if I could do it and keep my tummy 
with Larry. It was easy for Larry; he has in place. I would love to see the fall 
done this kind of thing all the time. Bill shorebird migration around Delaware, 

was utterly fagged out when he got Maryland, and Virginia. I have never 
back. Jimmy and I stayed out on the done this. There are places in the 
road and did some birding there, and Rocky Mountains that would be great 
when we got back to our starting point, to go to, but again what can you do if 

Bill was all smiles and was thumbs up. you are limited to roadside birding? A 
I wish I had had a camera to capture _ lot of those specialties that you would 
the look on his face. A real look of tri- _ really look for are probably just out of 
umph and satisfaction. I would have _ reach. 

dearly loved to have been there with SM: Is there any place in Wisconsin you 
him, but when it comes to trampling haven’t been? And what is your favorite 
through the brush with no trails, it’s area for birding in Wisconsin? 

just plain too hard for me. SR: If you had asked me that question 
But even when I was younger and _ back when I started work on Wisconsin 

healthier, I did not particularly enjoy _ Birdlife, I would have given you several 
some of the more difficult hiking. This _ key areas of the state that I didn’t know 
business of climbing hills and really much about. So I made it a point dur- 
getting back into the brush where you ing my first two or three years of work 
have to go to see some birds is simply on that book to get out into some of 
beyond me now healthwise, so I have _ those areas. I think I filled in the worst 

got to live with certain limitations. Ire- _ of the blanks in terms of statewide cov- 
alize that something can happen any _ erage. I had an advantage I think that 
moment that may make a major lots of other people don’t have: I 

change in my health condition, but if moved about every 10 years from one 

I continue to have sufficient strength, location to another. This gave me a 
health, and energy, I am anxious to good chance to sample bird life in 

visit new places and try to see birds that quite a variety of locations. I am sure 

Tam less familiar with. that there are still places in the state 
I enjoyed very much an Elderhostel that I don’t know nearly as well as I 

trip to Texas last winter. I didn’t see might. There are some areas around 
any new life birds, but that wasn’t im- the Eau Pleine Flowage that I visited 
portant to me. What was important was _ but not nearly as much as I would have 

that I developed a better acquaintance liked. Other places are the national 
with a whole bunch of birds that Ihave forests up north where I have never re- 
rarely encountered before. I would like ally spent much time. But, overall, | am 
to get back to Arizona. I have been probably more familiar with most areas 

there a little bit when our son lived in _ of the state than most people. 
Phoenix. We’d go there every now and One hankering that I’ve had that 

then. I’d love to go to New Mexico for I’ve never fully satisfied is to be up on
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2 jay ——~ along the Illinois border that I don’t 
_— | __ know nearly as well as one might. I was 
_ oS & Fe = : quite intrigued with one of the atlas re- 
- Saw y Ports that came from a fellow working 
ie hs f = = ea,| down in the Brooklyn Wildlife Area 
: fe S >. ais where he found a Worm-eating War- 

: LY es = bler. I didn’t know there were any 
P i wy ‘a Worm-eating Warblers there. At other 

le Ni a oN places down there, they recorded a 

se MA 8 2 fi Prairie Warbler about a year and a half 

— ii or so ago. I would never have guessed 
— Al that a southern bird like that was in 

there. There may be other places in the 
southern tier of counties that we’re 

_— overlooking. 
One of my favorite areas that I did 

visit often was the area around Roberts 

and Hudson in St. Croix County. I did 
a lot of birding there in the 1960s and 
have returned a few times since then. 
That is an area I never tire of because 
of the nice variety of birds, especially 

Figure 5. Sam Robbins at home, working on a during the migration and the summer 

draft of Wisconsin Birdlifein Medford, Taylor season. 

oe ee rnck tae Another thing that I remember en- 

joying so very much and that I never 
get enough of is canoeing on the Bois 

Wisconsin Point in Superior at a time Brule River. John Degerman used to 

when there’s a “‘fallout’’—a large num- __ take me down the river once every year 
ber of visiting migrants, exhausted af- just out of the goodness of his heart. 
ter a long travel. Ihave been there and He wanted to learn the birds, and he 

camped overnight when I thought the knew I could teach him the bird songs, 
migration would be good, but I have so we would canoe the river. The cho- 

never seen a real fallout there. There rus of birds you get, with the Winter 

are hawk observation points I would Wrens and the Parula Warblers, is just 

like to spend more time at, andI would heavenly. So that became really an all- 

like to spend some time at night in ar- _ time favorite trip of mine. I don’t think 
eas where they trap owls. I haven’t I’ve been on the Bois Brule River for 
done much of any of that. Another 20 years. 
place that I have visited only rarely that There is another area that intrigues 
intrigues me is Seagull Bar up in Mar-_ me from a mysterious point of view, but 

inette, but there again the trouble is I would want to go with somebody who 
it’s a long hike over soft sand, and I knows the area very well. That area is 

don’t think my energy level would per-_ the Wolf River bottoms between New 
mit this now the way it used to. London and Hortonville. My interest 

It could be that there are some areas_ in that area comes from reading the
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reports of Prothonotary Warblers that Bill Foster and I go birding once or 
Father Dayton used to write. These twice a week together, and we go where 
were reports that he used to sendin to we hope we will get greater varieties of 
Owen Gromme. He did his observa- _ birds. Bill is good for me, and I think I 

tions in the early years of the 20th cen- am good for him, and in that way, we 

tury, but he described year after year complement each other. So I hope to 
Prothonotary Warblers in those river keep on doing this, and to maintain my 

bottoms. list of arrival and departure dates. I al- 

In the early 1970s, I had no idea ways send them in to WSO so they can 
whether the habitat was still adequate. continue to become a part of the broad 

Nobody had been reporting from _ basic knowledge that may be useful to 
there for years. I stopped there one other people. 

July day on my way to Green Bay and _{ will tell you, Sumner, when I was 
found that not only was the habitat still writing Wisconsin Birdlife, | could find 

acceptable, but Iheard a Prothonotary in The Passenger Pigeon all kinds of first 
Warbler singing and this was past the arrival dates for birds that would help 
song period, about the 20th of July! I me to tell people when to expect cer- 
made it a point a couple of years after tain species in different parts of the 
that to get over there in June. There state, but I could not find much in the 
wete Prothonotary Warblers there way of peak dates. I could also not find 
every. hme. So I am presuming that much in the way of departure dates, 

So i sel a aS and often times, I was just driven back 

Tees oues and:they‘were also pres. to my own records. These little charts 
ent during those early years. To really 

: I showed you help you to gauge when 
get a handle on this, a person needs to 5 : es 

: the peak migration period is as well as 
go in a canoe. There are so many back- 

-- the first and last dates of occurrence. I 
waters out there that I would get lostif —. : 

bay fl ; wish to high heaven that more people 
I tried it myself. I talked with Daryl Tes- . : 

. who are keeping these kinds of records 
sen about this and he had the same ld publish them in The P. Pi 

feeling: he doesn’t know that area well wou Cai 7 fe em in ih amie . 

enough to pilot a canoe through there. gen. oun! te cy Oremus ian ces 
But with someone who is familiar with SM: Over the years SINC 939, have 

the area, we might discover more Pro- he ue aa with species that 
thonotary Warblers and other south- 5@Ve Geciinedr 

ern river bottom birds, such as Yellow. SR: One of the PETE: CASES that comes 
billed Cuckoos and Cerulean War- t© mind is the Bewick’s Wren. I rarely 

blers, too. I would like to be a part of €ncountered Bewick’s Wrens before I 

a team that goes there some time. moved to Adams County in 1951. I was 
I’m not an avid bird lister. | keep Very pleasantly surprised when I moved 

lists, and if you give me time, I will to Adams to find that I could hear Be- 

count up a list and tell you how many wick’s Wrens from my backyard every 
I have got on my life list, but right now year. There were four or five singing 
I don’t know what I’ve got. I enjoy see- males scattered around the city. Here 
ing a lifer almost as much as the next was this bird that seemed to be so rare 
fellow, but I enjoy just as much seeing other places; it seemed to be present 

a rare bird I have seen before. So I in some numbers up our way. This con- 

keep going afield often. tinued for much of the time that we
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lived there. I noticed that by about _ seriously. I have looked back at my re- 
1958 or so, I wasn’t hearing these birds cords from when we lived in Mazo- 

as much as I used to. When I made _ manie from 1948 to 1951. On almost 

trips back there after moving away in every May/June field trip, I heard six 

1960, I couldn’t find one anymore. It or eight or more Henslow’s Sparrows 
took a while for it to sink in to me that in that area. I haven’t heard a Hen- 
this bird had just plain disappeared. I slow’s Sparrow out in the Mazomanie 
think it’s disappeared from Wisconsin. area for years and years. Again, this is 

I don’t think we have hada state record evidence of a decline. We might attri- 

for years now, and when the DNR was __ bute some of that to changes in land 
asking for recommendations for what use, but I suspect it’s more than that. 
birds to consider as endangered, I The Red-headed Woodpecker decline 

pointed this out to them. Bewick’s concerns me a great deal. I see far 
Wren wasn’t on their list at first. It has fewer of those than I used to. 
disappeared over this whole part of the SM: Enough to warrant listing as en- 
country, and I really have no explana- dangered or threatened in the state? 
tion for it. SR: I would say a lot more study is 

Another case in point is the Piping needed before listing should be con- 
Plover. Again, I rarely saw Piping Plov- sidered. I would nominate it, however, 

ers any time, but I could always go up _ asa Species of Special Concern. That’s 

to Wisconsin Point in Superior in the a hard bird to find in northern Wiscon- 
summer and find a Piping Plover at two sin now. 

or three different places. Not any The Purple Martin situation is also 
more. In that case, I think it was the cause for concern. About the only 
dune buggies that destroyed their nests _ place where I can find a Purple Martin 
and scared the birds away, but that bird in Madison in summertime is out on 
doesn’t nest in Wisconsin anymore, the west end of Lake Mendota right by 
does it? the Mendota boat landing. Now, I ha- 
SM: No, it hasn’t since 1983. The Du- ven’t investigated all around Lake 

luth-Superior Harbor used to have as Mendota or Lake Monona, so there 
many as eight nesting pairs back in the may be other colonies that I’m not 
late 1970s, and now there are none. aware of, but on my field trips nowa- 
[Ed. note: Sumner found a breeding days, I have missed Purple Martins a lot 

pair in May, 1998, at Chequamegon more than I have found any, and I sus- 
Point, Lake Superior.] pect this is a fairly serious condition. I 

SR: Just recently, the pronounced de- suspect it is more pronounced in the 
cline in grassland species has been star-_ western half of the state than it is the 
ing us all in the face. I think what made _ eastern half. If I am along Lake Michi- 

me aware of that was not so much my gan or Green Bay, I see fair numbers 
field observations as my analysis of the of Purple Martins there, but in the 
Breeding Bird Survey data. I can recall western half of the state, I just don’t 
when I first noticed that these species find them. 
were declining. I called DNR’s atten- SM: Why do you think they have de- 

tion to it, and they followed through clined? 

and saw that, yes indeed, the Western SR: I think that some of this could be 

Meadowlark particularly had declined _ traced to prolonged cold spells during
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the nesting season. Somewhere I have _ every summer field trip I took. I don’t 

seen in print something to the effect know if it was 1964 or 1965, but I was 
that if the temperature stays under 50 noticing that the places that had had 
degrees Fahrenheit for as much as 72 them in previous years no longer had 

consecutive hours that Purple Martins them. When I moved away from there 

cannot survive. I think we have had a_ in 1968, I think I had probably been 
few cold spells now and then, and this through a couple of years without see- 

would explain why one part of the state _ ing one. So, definitely, that picture has 

could be affected much more than an- changed since the 1940s-50s. 

other part. So I am suspicious, but I §M: What about the Greater Prairie- 

haven't performed any individual stud- Chicken? Fran Hamerstrom indicated 

ies and have only analyzed Breeding that there used to be Prairie-Chickens 
Bird Survey data. The Breeding Bird jy every county in the state. 

Survey data, however, show a pro-  §R: When I came to Wisconsin in 1939, 

nounced decline. : I heard people talk about Prairie- 
SM: What about other species? Chickens and about how they used to 
SR: I Suspect that we'are: geting de- be everywhere. But by the late 1930s, 

clines baal Whip-poor-wills. Talso Suspect they had just about disappeared from 

that in northern Wisconsin it’s pretty the southern counties. There was some 
hard nowadays to find Screech-Owls. indication out in the Mazomanie grass- 
They seem to be numerous in the lands that you might still hear one. I 

sounern part off the a but trarely made a point of going out there a cou- 
fing “Gai o er a . when dir ple of times with friends and we heard 

in fe Crone County, oun em CUr-  Prairie-Chickens just a few times, prob- 
ing the first two to three years that I 

: ably around 1940 or so, and that was 
was there, and then nothing after that. i" . “3 

; : 5 the last. So I got in on just the tail end 
When I lived in Chippewa County, I a % , 

of the stand of the Prairie-Chicken in 
found them the first couple of years, ; : 

‘ mer southern Wisconsin. 
then nothing after that. I don’t think 

: : Let me say a few words about the Per- 
my evidence is strong enough to really ine Fal O vid . I 
do any flag waving on it, but I am sus- egrine Falcon. One vivid experience t 
picious that there are declines. remember occurred in the summer o: 

Regarding waterfowl, I find Pintails 1937. I came out from Massachusetts 
are awfully hard to find nowadays. and spent a few weeks with relatives 

Black Ducks—well, when I was a kid here. I camped out on a sandbar in the 

growing up in New England, you had ee ae feet one oo below 
lots of Black Ducks and no Mallards, erry Blutt. All night long the scream- 
but now even out there, it’s the other ing of the Peregrine was going on. I 
way around. They’ve got mostly Mal- don’t know if we got any sleep that 
ie d hack Ducks,” ight t. I that th ards and very few Black Ducks. nignl OF NOL. b Presume Chatithe; par: 
SM: Did you see a decline in Logger- ents were feeding young all that time, 
head Shrikes? and it eee as if they were doing 

SR: Yes; this was quite pronounced. I _ it round the clock. They put on a great 
didn’t see many Loggerhead Shrikes show. I’d have to check my records as 
until we got to St. Croix County in to how many times I saw Peregrines out 

1960. But then for three to four years, _ there after that time, but they soon dis- 

I found Loggerhead Shrikes on almost appeared.
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SM: In your ‘‘Best of the Nest,” a col- at the end. I don’t get into poetry very 
lection of articles written for The Coun- much, but it does happen on a few oc- 

try Today, one that really struck me as __ casions. 

different from all others, and which I wrote a poem one time after I saw 

was probably the most moving, was the a tree cut down. In that case, I was just 
piece (Appendix B) titled “‘Still Sing- struck by how in just a few minutes 

ing.” time you could take down a tree that 

SR: That was about the Hermit probably had been growing for 100 

Thrush. years or more. The stark contrast be- 

SM: The Hermit Thrush, as well as tween the slowness of the growth and 

about the young girl who lost her life. the quickness of the fall really got to 

What kind of response did you have to me. 
that piece? SM: I also read your piece about the 

SR: My editor thinks that was the best crows. What is your feeling about the 
one I ever wrote, and I agree thatitwas impending crow season? 
one of my best. He was very much SR: I am very much against it, and I 
touched by it. Several people wrote think that the legislators in the state 
very appreciatively about that piece. capitol know this, the DNR Board 

SM: What were you thinking when you _ knows this, and some of the DNR peo- 
wrote it? ple. I just think that whole thing is go- 

SR: I had been involved in this girl’s ing to detract from public appreciation 

life. She was a parishioner of mine. I of hunting in general. I think the fact 
discovered the bird near the time that _ that people would stoop to such things 

this girl died, and I just naturally put as the willful destruction of crows that 

two and two together. I wrote a poem they don’t want to use for anything is 

awful. Crows will just be target practice 
for them. I think this is some of the 

worst kind of stewardship. 
SM: That’s essentially why you were 
against the crow season, isn’t it? That 
it serves no purpose? 
SR: Right. It’s just catering to the killer 
instinct in people that I think needs to 

be controlled and kept under wraps. 
I remember once coming across a 

kid who was trying to shoot a Snowy 
Owl. We got to talking and he said, “‘I 

know that owl’s around, and I am look- 

ing for it.’’ I asked him if he would ac- 

tually shoot that owl if he found it. He 

began to feel a little sheepish about it. 

Figure 6. Four year old daughter Betsy Ann is I told him a few things about Snowy 
captivated by a migrant Yellow-rumped Warbler | Owls and about how they migrate from 

that came into Sam’s back porch, city of Canada, how they feed on other crea- 
Adams, Adams County, Wisconsin (September, % 

1959; photo courtesy of Robbins Family tures and so on, and told him about 
Archives). the feathering that an owl has. To
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make a long story short, he decided of the state every year. One particular 

that killing a Snowy Owl was a very bad June morning, I was just driving along 

idea. a stretch of road east of Solon Springs 
I did the same thing one time with a__ with the window down when I heard a 

youngster up in Solon Springs. I had Connecticut Warbler. I recognized 
stopped at a restaurant for breakfast, that song instantly. At that time, the 

and outside the restaurant, there was a Connecticut Warbler was thought to be 
colony of Cliff Swallow nests on the a very rare summer resident. Owen 
side of the building. A kid was out Gromme had a nesting record of it on 
there throwing stones at the nests, one of his museum expeditions, but 
knocking them down. So linterrupted the bird community thought of the 
my breakfast and went out and said Connecticut Warbler as being a bird of 
some of the same things, partly to the swamps. Here I was in dry jack pine 
shame the guy, but more to educate area when I heard a song that really 
him. He quit. surprised me. I drove a little bit fur- 

I like talking to people. I like lectur-_ ther. By golly, I heard another one, 
ing especially when there is give-and- and I got the idea to make the trip a 
take afterwards where people can ask Connecticut Warbler expedition. To 
questions or make comments. I don’t make a long story short, in two hours 
like this one-way-street type of thing driving—maybe 12 miles—in that jack 
where I am doing all the talking and pine area, I found 41 singing Connecti- 

never any listening. I have enjoyed writ- cut Warblers. I just drove back and 
ing the articles for The Country Today.I forth on some of the side roads. Then 
don’t know which book I could say that I wrote this up and took a few other 
I enjoyed more—the scholarly one on _ occasions to go to some other jack pine 
Wisconsin birds, or the much more ca-_ areas. I found Connecticut Warblers 

sual one for backyard birders. there, too. I read the literature to see 
Related to my scholarly efforts, [feel if other people had been finding this 

that my role in research has been more _ bird in jack pines, and I couldn’t find 

the collecting and compiling of data any references. So I wrote an article in 
that we get from other people, such as_ The Passenger Pigeon called “‘New Light 
with the Breeding Bird Survey, thanin- on the Connecticut Warbler.”’ I began 

dividual research studies of my own. I getting feedback from people in Min- 
think I have made some discoveries nesota, and received a letter from Earl 

about Connecticut Warblers that were Godfrey in Canada. Earl said that he 
new to the ornithological community. had started finding Connecticut War- 
I did the same thing with LeConte’s _ blers in jack pine, and when other peo- 

Sparrows some years back, but those in- ple read this article and they started 

stances are few and far between. I ac- checking jack pine areas, they began 

complish more by collecting data from finding Connecticut Warblers, too. 

many people, putting these together, Now we’ve got quite a different idea as 

and then analyzing them in a way that to its habitat preferences. In certain 
makes sense. jack pine barrens in northern Wiscon- 

When I lived in St. Croix County in _ sin, this is a fairly numerous bird. 

the early 1960s, I would make two or In the case of the LeConte’s Spar- 

three trips up to the northwestern part row, I had mistaken its song. I had
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heard it several times over a period of my field notes that I could draw upon 

years and assumed that it was an abbre-_ to help answer this question because 

viated Savannah Sparrow song, butone the identification is mostly by sound. 

morning while I was in St. Croix You can hardly tell these birds apart by 
County, I heard the song real well and looking at them. But the songs were 
recognized it was not that of a Savan- enough different that I could recall my 
nah Sparrow. I finally hunted the first experience with what we now call 
singer down, and I gota look at it. For the Willow Flycatcher; that was out 

the first time in my life, I felt that I here near Black Earth in the summer 
knew the song of the LeConte’s Spar- of 1937. I met up with this bird, and 

row. Having learned that song,I found for the life of me, I didn’t know what 

that if I was out real early in the morn- it was. It looked like an Alder Fly- 
ing, I could hear that song in quite a catcher. It did not sound like the Alder 

few places. So I deliberately explored Flycatchers I had grown up with in New 
extensive grass meadows in afewplaces England. What finally tipped me off 
in the northern counties, and I found was a statement in Peterson’s first field 

LeConte’s Sparrows all over the place. guide that said that birds west of Ohio 
Again, this was a kind of habitat that sing a different song. He verbalized 

people had not associated with this ‘‘Wee-bee-o” for the Alder and ‘‘Fitz- 

bird. They thought of it as a marsh bew’’ for the Willow. He didn’t call 
bird, and here I was in dry upland grass them Alder and Willow; he simply 

meadows. I corresponded with Carl called them different songs of the Al- 
Richter about this, and he mentioned _ der Flycatcher. So, from that time on, 

that most of his observations were in I put down in my notes any time I 

swampy areas but that he had some- heard an Alder Flycatcher an “‘E”’ for 

times found them in dry grass areas, _ east or ‘‘W”’ for west. I had a lot of data 
too. So eventually I began examining at the time the split was made, so I went 
all my records obtained by hearing this _ back over my records. It seemed to me 
bird. I noticed that most of the records as if the east-west designation was 

that I had were real early, before it got wrong, that it was more of a north- 

light, and that anytime after about six south designation. So I put all of this 
o’clock in the morning, I stopped hear- _ together for an article in The Passenger 
ing this bird. That was another reason Pigeon. I wrote that article primarily 
why other people hadn’t been hearing upon my own observations, and I con- 
this bird. On some WSO convention cluded that northern Wisconsin had 

trips up north, I began to point out the Alders, southern Wisconsin had Wil- 
song to other observers. Once other lows, and that there was quite a band 
people learned the song, they found it of overlap, rather narrow in the west- 

in more places. So I wrote an article ern part of the state, but becoming 

called ‘‘New Light on the LeConte’s broader as you moved east in the state. 

Sparrow.” I think that time has proved this a fairly 

In 1973, the AOU decided to split accurate assessment. There are a few 

the Alder and Willow Flycatchers. more areas of overlap than what I an- 

Once this was done, the question be- ticipated at that time, but the general 

came: Which of these do we have in _ picture has held true. We were ahead 

Wisconsin? I had some information in of just about all of the other states in
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determining which flycatchers were have especially captivated your atten- 
present, simply because I had these _ tion? 
data going back several years. SR: I have spoken out on the wise use 
SM: What was your impression of of pesticides for a long time. I did it 
Roger Tory Peterson [1909-1996]? when I was editor of The Passenger Pi- 
SR: Very likeable man, soft spoken, geon. This was primarily during the 

very sincere, very creative; at the time DDT era when we lost elm trees and 

that I knew him, his fame was already robins. We devoted an entire issue of 

established. I did not feel that he wasa The Passenger Pigeon to this subject. We 
person who would not associate with had articles written by four different 
beginner-type people simply because people, and we had reprints of these 
he had reached the prominence he sent to all of the chemical companies 
had. I can recall in the early 1980s in Wisconsin. We didn’t realistically ex- 
when Chan came out with his revision pect we would change any minds and 
of his field guide [Birds of North Amer- practices, but we felt that we wanted 
ica, Golden Press] just as Peterson our voices to be heard, and we wanted 

did—I think they were just two or three _ people in these chemical companies to 
years apart. Some of the reviewers know that they were dealing with some- 
made the point that these two fellows thing that was a lot bigger than what 
were competing against each other they were recognizing at the time. 
and that they were potential rivals. My There were communities that had 

impression was just the opposite: that special town meetings on whether or 

they were friends much more than ri- not to use DDT. There was an option 

vals. at that time to use methoxychlor in- 
One issue I brought up with Roger, stead of DDT; it had much less effect 

and I was surprised by his opinion, was _ on other creatures. But it was more ex- 
Cowbird control. The issue about pensive. Some communities did decide 
whether we needed to take measures _ to go to the more expensive stuff to try 
to control Cowbirds was being batted to control dutch elm disease. I think I 
around quite a bit in 1993. 1wondered became interested in this issue partly 
what Roger’s point of view on this was. through Chan because Chan was part 
He felt that we should do little or noth- of a team that was studying some of the 
ing in the way of Cowbird control. He — effects of DDT on wildlife shortly after 

felt that it wasn’t as big an issue assome World War II when the use of DDT was 

people were making it out to be. I in its infancy. He knew more about it, 

didn’t agree with him on that. I think and I think he was raising some issues 
the situation with Kirtland’s Warblers on this, but being a government em- 
and Golden-cheeked Warblers is pretty ployee, I don’t know whether some of 

well documented at least when you’re the reports that he made got shoved 
dealing with some endangered species under the table for political reasons. 
and very limited habitat. We almost I'd like to talk to him about this some 
have to choose between Cowbirds and _ time. 
those warblers. I’m afraid it’s reached SM: So he may have known about 

a point where we need to be making DDT’s effects well before the public 
those choices. knew? 
SM: Have there been other issues that SR: I think so. I would say that Chan



The Passenger Pigeon, Vol. 60, No. 1, 1998 33 

and I never had as much a chance to _ time when I thought it was very obvious 

communicate about things like this that there was a link between DDT use 
that many people might think brothers and songbird loss. One fellow from the 

would. We’d see each other once or university here, I forget his name, was 

twice a year, and whenever we’d get to- travelling around the state to all of 

gether, we’d have a million other these different hearings and promot 
things to talk about. I just have never ing the idea that these chemicals 
had the chance to discuss with Chana _ should be used. He was denying that 

lot of the things I would have liked to there was any evidence this was the 

through the years. cause of the decline of some songbirds. 

SM: When did you first notice the im- _ I just felt like throwing mud in his eye. 
pact of DDT on songbirds? How could he stand up there and say 
SR: It was the Robin situation that first something that was blatantly wrong? 

came to light. SM: And then around that time Rachel 
SM: Tell me about that. What hap- Carson published Silent Spring. 

pened? SR: I’m sure that had an effect, too. I 
SR: The widespread use of DDT coin- felt very much in agreement with her 
cided with the spread of dutch elm dis- and thankful that she was such an ef- 

ease, and when dutch elm disease fective spokesperson on this issue. 

reached southeastern Wisconsin, there SM: Rachel Carson opened everyone’s 

was enough known about how this was _ eyes. No question she had a big impact. 
devastating the elm trees in the eastern By this time, you had met Bill Foster 

United States that communities were and were spending a lot of time bird- 

gung ho on trying to do something to ing together, something you continue 
save their elm trees. And I would say to do. Tell me about him. 

that this probably centered around SR: Bill grew up in Tennessee. He is a 
Milwaukee and its suburbs and Madi- _ self-taught birder. He did not belong 
son and its suburbs as much as any to organizations or have parents who 
other place. The people who were try- encouraged him and taught him birds. 
ing to stop dutch elm disease were us- He had to learn everything by himself. 
ing DDT like crazy; it was only as this But he did a good job of it. He was very 
was going on and people began seeing much interested in birds as a boy. 

dead Robins all over their lawns that Bill’s a private individual. And he’s 

the picture began to emerge that DDT done some very significant things for 
was, first of all, not stopping the spread our country. He was very much in the 

of dutch elm disease, and secondly, it forefront of the school desegregation 

was having a serious effect on some of issues that affected our country. He 
our songbirds. It was most noticeable doesn’t talk about it very much, but 

with the Robins because the elm trees from what he does tell me, I think that 

that people were trying to save were in he was a very influential person and 

suburban areas where Robins were par- calming influence in some rather ex- 
ticularly conspicuous. When people _ plosive situations. One of the ways in 
began finding dead Robins all over the which we’re different is that I love to 

lawns, they began to be much more __ go to meetings with other bird people, 
concerned. and you couldn’t get Bill near a meet- 

Iremember attending a hearing one _ ing if his life depended on it.
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Figure 7. Sam with longtime birding companion Bill Foster at the University of Wisconsin 
Arboretum, Madison, Wisconsin (September 1997). Photograph by Sumner W. Matteson. 

Bill and I first met in the mid-1950s, ing together. I think we’ve been good 

shortly after he came to Wisconsin to for each other. 
teach in the law school. I don’t remem- We’ve been to Texas together a cou- 

ber just how we happened to meet, but ple of times, Florida, Montana, and 

we hit it off together because we were Colorado. I think he’s felt that because 
both competent field ornithologists. I’ve lived so much of my life without 
We had occasion to go out in the field going to some of these fancy bird 
together once or twice and we just so places that he just gets a big kick out 
enjoyed each other’s company that of helping me broaden my experi- 
whenever I had occasion to come to ences. 

Madison, which was rather infrequent, As much as I like being with other 

we’d get together. Or if anything people at times, I also like equally well 

brought him up to where I was living, _ the times when I can be alone. And the 
we’d get together and do a little bird- times when I am alone, I think I’ve be- 
ing. When I retired and moved to come more observant. I wish to high 

Madison, Bill and I were both relishing heaven that I knew more about what 

the thought of getting together much I’m looking at. I see plant life, but I 

more often. So here we are going into don’t know much about botany. I think 

the field about once a week, just enjoy- about my uncle, Frank Seymour, who 

ing each other’s company, aging to- combined a career as a minister with 

gether, and gradually losing our hear- _ that of a botanist. Most of his life was
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spent in Massachusetts, but he did differently. He had a sincere love for 
come out here for pastorates at Apple- people, and he put into practice what 

ton and Tomahawk for a few years. He _ the Christian faith was all about. So I 

wrote a book on the flora of Lincoln _ started going to church a bit more of- 
County while he was here. He wrote _ ten. 

books on the flora of New England. He Between my sophomore and junior 

really was an outstanding botanist. years in college, I spent a summer 

How I wish I had his knowledge and working at a Salvation Army camp in 
understanding of plant and animal the New York City region. They had 
life! I feel as if I know only a tiny frac- long church services for their kids on 
tion of the natural world. If I knew Sunday mornings; some of these im- 
more, I would appreciate more of it, pressed me. It wasn’t the brand of re- 
but every new level of appreciation I ligious service and practice that I es- 
have makes me think more reverently pecially enjoyed, but because of the 
of a divine creator. dedication of people leading these 

SM: Tangentially, the history of orni- programs, I turned toward taking the 
thology is full of examples of ministers church more seriously. While I had 
and other religious people who be- had no desire to be a minister, I think 

came interested in and studied birds. my parents had instilled in me a desire 

Gilbert White, for example, is re- to use my life in some kind of an oc- 

nowned for his The Natural History of cupation where I could be of service to 

Selbourne. What was it about the minis- people. I really thank my parents for 

try that attracted you, and at what age _ that great emphasis. 
did you become interested in wanting What a person who chooses to be a 
to serve God? minister needs to feel at some point 

SR: That’s an interesting question with along the line is that God calls that per- 

sort of a ‘roundabout’? answer. My son to enter the profession. I felt all 
parents were faithful church goers, along a sense of a real relationship to 
and so we kids went to church and Sun- God. My parents had helped me feel 

day school regularly. I can’t say that I that God was calling me to a life of ser- 

had any inkling or desire to enter the vice. The question was, what kind of 
ministry during those years. As a mat- service, how to channel that sense of 
ter of fact, I kind of chafed at it. calling. The channeling didn’t come 

When I left home and went to col- until I was between my junior and se- 

lege, and was more on my own, I didn’t _ nior year in college. 
go to church much and I lived with an One Sunday between my junior and 
aunt and uncle who didn’t go to senior years in college, I sat in church 
church much, but I was very much in- _ here. Alfred Swan preached a sermon 

terested in the student group con- that dealt with the duel between Alex- 

nected with the congregational church ander Hamilton and Aaron Burr and 

here. So I would go to their Sunday how the minister at that time in the fu- 

evening social affairs. The minister to _neral oration had spoken so powerfully 

students at that time was afellowwhom against dueling that dueling practically 
we called ‘Parson Jim’’—Jim Flint. I disappeared in the country after that 
developed a great admiration for him _ time. I thought to myself, “By golly, if 

and through him began to see religion _a minister can really make that kind of
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a difference, then maybe that’s what I As a result of all of this, I decided to 

really should do.” Alfred Swan, inci- change my major to natural science. I 
dentally, presided over Joe and Lola would study to teach science in high 
Hickey’s marriage, and on his twenty- school. A few months after that and af- 
fifth wedding anniversary he did the ter my Salvation Army experiences and 
same for Shirley and me! contact with Alfred Swan, I began to 

Now, preceding this realization of think seriously about possibly training 
deciding to be a minister had been a to be a minister. What had shown up 
period of wandering in “no man’s on Professor Edgerton’s tests came 
land.” I had started college with the back to me, and it gave me great en- 

idea that I wanted to be a math couragement. And, Sumner, I needed 

teacher, but I struggled with calculus — that encouragement because as soon as 
to the point that I decided that math _] breathed to my friends that I was con- 
was not for me: This would have been sidering this, the universal reaction 
1939-40. Having that idea knocked out was: “No, don’t do it! Not you!” I 

of me, there was nothing to take its asked “‘why?”’ and they said that a min- 

place. ister had to be able to communicate 
T eventually went to A.H. Edgerton, and talk effectively. He needed to be 

who was a counselor to students here, ay orator. I said, “I agree that Iam no 

and he gave me a whole battery of tests. grator, but I just wonder whether with 
during my sophomore year. In eae of the right kind of training, I could learn 

these tests, € scored my aptitude or some better speech habits.” The cho- 
interest—I’m not sure how much was . 

. . rus of discouragement that I got at that 
aptitude and how much was interest. . 

ey eye ,; point was loud and clear. 
He said, “‘T’ll score you for a teacher. sa : 

ta ul ‘You see, I mumbled. I didn’t articu- 
And then he said, ‘“You turn out mod- ea 

. * oa ce late my words well at all. I didn’t pro- 
erately high here.”’ And I said, ‘How, i 5 I had tak h 

about as a scientist?’ I was thinking Ject my, 5 vail fs hnndin’e weath 
about my bird interest, and he said, Courses collese, Dube heen bicany 

“You score moderately high here.” done that much good. 

What about school administrator? Next chance T had back home, I 
“You don’t score quite so high here.” talked this over very seriously with my 
I named several other possible occu- dad because of his interest in speech. 

pations. Then he said, “‘Let me guess He referred om to a friend on tee 
some. I want to score you for a_ ¢tson College faculty who could help 
farmer.” I laughed at that. Inever grew evaluate my chances of developing ac- 

up on a farm. I hardly knew which was C€Ptable speech habits. So I spent an 
the front end of a tractor. He said, our with him, and at the end of that 

“You score very high as a farmer!’? So time, he asked me point blank: “How 
then he said, ‘“‘Let me score you for a__ badly do you want to be a minister?” I 
minister. This scores very high.” AndI was able to say, “I want it more than 
said, ‘‘Well, that’s interesting, but I’m anything else in the world.’”’ Then he 
really not interested there.” He said he _ said, ‘‘Then, you can do it, but it’s go- 
was looking for something where there ing to take a lot of hard work.” My 

was both aptitude and interest. He ex- mind was made up, so I went on into 
plained that aptitude and interest are the seminary. Fortunately, I got a first 
not the same things. class speech teacher in seminary who
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did a lot to help me undo some bad notices from both the Madison and 
habits and replace them with good Belmont draft boards, and the two 

ones. I still slip into some of my old boards got mixed up in their commu- 

habits in conversation and let my voice _ nications with one another. The Madi- 

drop to a level that somebody can son Draft Board gave me a different 
hardly hear. But when it comes to con-_ kind of a physical test than what the 
ducting a church service, my voice re- Belmont Draft Board wanted. All of 
ally booms out. So I think I made the _ this ate up time and resulted in me get- 
grade in that. ting in my semester. So then the ques- 
When I was ready to start my senior tion came, do I start my second semes- 

year in college, World War II was go- _ ter? I thought I had everything to gain 
ing, and I was getting pretty close to and nothing to lose so I did. Soon after 
being drafted. I found that I only I began, the Draft Board sounded like 

needed 18 credits to graduate. I had it was ready to draft me. My parent’s 

already received a notice from the Bel- minister heard about this and he 
mont Draft Board for a physical exam, stormed the Draft Board and said, 

so my dad questioned whetherI should ‘‘You’ve got no business drafting that 
even try to start my senior year in col- guy!’ He said, ‘“‘He’s been accepted in 
lege. My main reason at that time for Seminary. Seminary students receive 

trying to start my senior year: there was _deferments.’’ He convinced the Draft 

a language attainment exam offered Board to leave me alone. I finished col- 
right at the beginning of the semester. lege with a Bachelor of Science degree 
If I could pass that language attain- in the School of Education. Then I 
ment exam, then one of the hurdles to started Seminary. 
graduation would be out of the way. 1 SM: Because World War II was such a 
thought I could go and take that test popular war in the sense that so many 
and pass that hurdle. The question men felt that they had an obligation to 
was, could I pass the test? I was not serve, did you feel any guilt about not 

properly prepared for it. Dad finally serving? 

said, “‘Sam, go ahead and start your se- SR: In a sense, yes, but I registered as 

nior year, take the test, and then with- a conscientious objector, and so I 

draw and get your fees back. Ifyou pass would not have been active. I would 
the test, Pll pay your travel expenses have participated in some kind of al- 

from Boston to Madison; if you fail the _ ternative service. 

test, you pay them.”’ It wasadeal.I took SM: Could you elaborate on what was 
the test, and I passed it. Then, because behind your application as a consci- 
I didn’t hear anything more from the — entious objector? 
Draft Board, I said, ‘“Why withdraw? SR: I don’t know if I could do this in a 

I’m already started.” Iwouldn’t be able few words. I know that I’m not as close 
to get in 18 credits, but I could get 16. to my thinking on this subject as I was 
I was signed up for courses that were back then, but I simply felt that God 

essential for getting into Seminary. had intended that this be a world of 
They had sent me a list of college peace based upon love. While I could 

courses that they expected an entering understand that there were forces of 
student to have, so I got started with 5 evil that threatened our world, and 

courses. By this time, I was receiving that some pretty strong measures had
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to be taken to restrain such evil, I also and help the lives of individuals. I find 

felt that nobody wins a war. We’ve got for a while that I am successful in 
to learn to find different solutions. reaching new people, but after a while, 

The more I see around me, the more _ this tends to level off because the peo- 

I think about the orderly world of in- ple who are going to respond to my 
terdependence that I’masmall part of, ministry probably have already re- 
and I think of this as happening not by sponded. By and large, it struck me 
chance but by God using an evolution- _ that after about eight years in a parish, 
ary process to manifest conditions fa- it became time to move, not because of 
cilitating interdependence. Serving any unpleasantness, but because I felt 
others means living a life of interde- I accomplished most of what I was go- 
pendence, which is contrary to the ing to accomplish and that my time 
thinking that war brings. could be spent better in a new situa- 

I think the thing that probably af- tion. My replacement might reach peo- 
fects me most deeply is something ple whom I hadn’t reached, and so I 
that’s very hard to putinto words,Sum- thought that change every few years 
ner, but I’d like to think and hope that was mutually beneficial. And so it 
when the final curtain comes down for turned out that I moved about every 
me, I will hear some divine voice say, eight or nine years. 
“Well done, good and faithful ser- Today, although retired, I still think 
vant.”” that there are church responsibilities I 

SM: Have you ever found your interests can handle. I have to be delicate about 
in the church and birding to be at odds _ it because I don’t want to interfere with 
with one another? the work of our minister in our church. 
SR: I have always tried to put the I don’t want to present myself as com- 
church career first. To do this through _peting with our present minister. I 
the years when we had WSO conven- want to be a pew sitter, and I think 

tions that would last a whole weekend, _ there are lots of things that pew sitters 

I would stay through a Saturday night can do. So I keep on with various kinds 
banquet and leave for home about of church activities. 

10:00 or 10:30. I might not get home In terms of bird work, I think I still 
until three or so the next morning and can be helpful in some ongoing pro- 

catch a few winks, but I would always jects. If I have a chance to promote In- 

be in my place in the pulpit on Sunday ternational Migratory Bird Day, I’ve 
morning. I did not miss what I would tried to do it. I’ve tried to do some- 
call my primary responsibility in order _ thing with the Breeding Bird Atlas pro- 
to enjoy some bird occasions. And ifI ject, but I feel that I’m not going to 
had to choose between something that improve my skills in bird identification 
I was expected to do with the church now because my hearing is gradually 
and going to chase a rare bird thathad deteriorating. I think my eyes are a lit- 

just been spotted, I would put the _ tle bit less reliable than they were just 
church first. I think I’ve been consis- a few years ago. Maybe I can still do 
tent in that all through my ministry. some kind of original work in analyz- 

My feeling in all of the parishes that ing data and presenting some impor- 

I have served is that in the first few tant things. But I don’t know that there 

years I work to strengthen the church are many new things for me to try.
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Shirley, by the way, has been a great _ we can say that we love the same goals 
partner throughout all these years. She in life; and we’re going to walk to- 

has her interests, and these are some-__ gether hand-in-hand, arm-in-arm, and 

what different from mine. We’ve _ heart-in-heart toward these. Inevitably, 

learned how to encourage each other _ the time is going to come when one of 
in exploring our own interests. We like us is gone. But if you have that sense 
to talk about things and share them, of direction in life, life doesn’t stop 
but any time I go on a field trip, she when you lose your partner. You con- 
would probably prefer to stay home. If tinue on toward your life goal. So we 

we’re traveling together, she always has discuss this very much with couples 
a book with her, so that if I stop and _ that I have married, and we have, Shir- 

see some birds, she’ll read her book, ley and J, started out that way and we’re 
while I look at the birds. still doing it. 

Shirley is very much into genealogy, SM: You mentioned sharing the same 

and I have had considerable interest in _ life’s goal. What is that goal? 

genealogy, too. Sometimes we go on SR: Serving God. Trying to practice in 
trips and go to cemeteries and look up _ this world the principles of love that we 
stones where some of our ancestors think ought to be universal. 

were buried; we’ve done things like SM: You just had your 75th birthday. 

that together. Musically, we’ve been You recently celebrated the 50th an- 
part of a bell choir. Three of the six niversary of your ordination. As you 
people in it are Shirley, our daughter — think about these two events, which are 
Betsy, and me. I had to give up singing very important, how do you view them, 
in choir because I don’t sustain my and what sort of feeling do you have? 
breath well enough, but we sang in SR: I guess I’d say that they’re mile- 
choirs together for a long, long time, _ stones that encourage you to look back 
and our church activities have really and remember some of the things that 
been some of the main things that occurred in the years before. I do de- 
we’ve done together. rive enjoyment from remembering 
SM: What is the secret to your success- things, but I try not to make too much 

ful marriage? of them because I’m still much more 
SR: The fact that we’ve been in love interested in what lies ahead in the fu- 
with each other is a very natural answer ture. I had occasion to say this at the 

to that. But I would point out asI have 50th anniversary of my ordination. I 

pointed out to a great many couples, was expected to say something about 
it’s one thing to love each other in a__ what I was feeling at the moment, and 

face-to-face relationship, and it’s much I said that I enjoy looking back on 
more important to develop a feeling things, but my main focus is still on the 
that you love each other because you _ future. I think that’s the way we ought 
share the same objectives in life. You _ to live our lives. 
have the same hopes and dreams. I 
think Shirley and I have done that In March 1997, the University of Wis- 

right from the word go. We sensed that _consin Press turned to Sam to help re- 

we had common objectives and aimsin vise Owen Gromme’s Birds of Wisconsin, 
life so that we could say face-to-face, which has been unavailable since late 

yes, I love you, but more importantly 1990. Sam was charged with revising



40 An Interview with Sam Robbins 

the range maps, time lines indicating Approaching the new millennium, 

when a species is present, and descrip- Sam continues to plan birding trips 
tions of status: ‘‘Everything on each across the state, write articles for The 
page that faces the bird paintings.” He Country Today, participate in the Wis- 
also wrote a new introduction to the consin Breeding Bird Atlas Project and 
book. The most challenging aspect, in DNR projects, such as the statewide 

however, was making needed changes Black Tern survey, guest lecture at vari- 

to bird nomenclature: ous conservation meetings, counsel 
“When Gromme began his work in and inspire aspiring ornithologists, 

1941, the fourth edition of the AOU and, of course, when invited, deliver 

[American Ornithologists’ Union] rousing church sermons to the en- 

Check-List of North American Birds was in _ thralled faithful. 

vogue,” he recalled. ‘‘By the time he 
completed his work in 1963, the fifth ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
edition was out. Since then, the sixth 

edition of the Check-List appeared in Thanks to Chandler Robbins for his 

1983, with supplements printed subse- review of an early draft of the manu- 

quently. I found that several bird _ script. A special thanks is extended to 
names—both common and scien- Susi Hickey Nehls for carefully editing 
tific—had to be changed in Gromme’s the entire draft and for making valu- 

book.”’ able suggestions to improve the final 

Relying on his Wisconsin Birdlifeand copy. And, finally, thanks to Shirley 
Passenger Pigeon issues, Sam completed Robbins for her hospitality during sev- 

the project before the September 1997 eral early December mornings at the 
deadline. The updated and revised Robbins’ home. 

book is scheduled to appear in book 

stores before the end of 1998. ‘“The re- Sumner W. Matteson 

issue of Gromme’s book gives me great Bureau of Endangered Resources 
pleasure,” he said. “I’m quite thrilled Department of Natural Resources 

that a whole new generation of birders P.O. Box 7921 
will have access to it.” Madison, WI 53707-7921 

Appendix A. Publications by Samuel D. Robbins, Jr. 

Books/booklets 

1942, Wisconsin birds—checklist with migration graphs. Wis. Soc. Ornithol., Madison, 36pp. (with 
N.R. Barger, E.E. Bussewitz, E.L. Loyster, and W.E. Scott); Ist rev. ed. 1950 (with 

N.R. Barger and R.H. Lound); 2nd rev. ed. 1960 (with N.R. Barger and R.H. 

Lound); 3rd rev. ed. 1975 (with N.R. Barger and R.H. Lound); 4th rev. ed. 1988 
(with N.R. Barger and S.A. Temple). 

1961. ed. Wisconsin’s favorite bird haunts. Wis. Soc. Ornithol., Madison 77pp. 
1988. Best of the nest. Eau Claire Press Co. 77pp. 
1991. oe birdlife: population and distribution, past and present. Univ. Wis. Press, Madison. 

Passenger Pigeon Articles 

1942. Christmas bird counts near Madison, Wisconsin. PP 4(3):79-81 

1943, A review of Wisconsin’s bird-life in 1942. PP 5(1):1-5
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1946. Reminiscences of Wisconsin birds. PP 8(3):78-83. 

1947a. 1946 in review. PP 9(2):48-54. 
1947b,. The 1947 nesting season. PP 9(4):133-137. 
1948. 1947 in review. PP 10(2):69-77. 

1949a. The 1948 nesting season. PP 11(1):21-28. 

1949b. 1948 in review. PP 11(2):66-72. 

1950a. 1949 in review. PP 12(2):58-63. 
1950b. Three rare stragglers in Wisconsin. PP 12(4):152-155. 
1951. 1950 in review. PP 13(2):70-74. 

1953. How to keep field notes. PP 15(1):23-27. 

1956a. A glimpse of Superior-land (with S.T. Robbins). PP 18(2):66-73. 

1956b. Black rail sight records. PP 18(4):171. 

1957. Spraying must be controlled! PP 19(4):147-153. 
1958. Another glimpse of Superior-land. PP 20(4):162-167. 
1959a. Fun with fall warblers. PP 21 (2):57-65. 
1959b. A Ruff in Wisconsin. PP 21(2):73-74. 
1960a. 1959 in review. PP 22(3):133-139. 

1960b. Another February ‘‘Christmas Count.” PP 22(3):142-146. 

1961. The 1961 summer bird count. PP 23(2):52-60. 

1962. 1960 in review. PP 24(3):69-79. 
1963. The 1962 summer bird count. PP 25(3):91-102. 

1964a. Ornithological progress in Wisconsin, 1939-1963. PP 26(1):3-12. 
1964b. | The Groove-billed Ani in Wisconsin. PP 26(1):26-28. 
1964c. The 1963 summer bird count. PP 26(2):71-83. 

1966. Wisconsin’s summer bird count: 1961-1965. PP 28(2):47-62. 

1968. Shorebirds deluxe. PP 30(1):31-32. 

1969. New light on the LeConte’s Sparrow. PP 31 (3):267-274. 
1970. Extreme arrival and departure dates. PP 32(3):83-137. 
1971. Wisconsin breeding bird survey: 1966-1970. PP 33(3): 115-136. 
1972. A Curve-billed Thrasher visits Buffalo City. PP 34(1):47-49. 

1973. New light on the Cape May Warbler. PP 35(4):159-161. 
1974a. New light on the Connecticut Warbler. PP 36(3):110-115. 

1974b. | The Willow and Alder Flycatchers in Wisconsin: A preliminary description of summer 
range. PP 36(4):147-152. 

1977. The breeding bird survey in Wisconsin, 1966-1975. PP 39(2):225-247. 
1982. Wisconsin’s breeding bird survey results: 1966-1980. PP 44(3):97-121. 
1984, Five years with the records committee. PP 46(4):129-133. 

1986. Northern woodpeckers visit Taylor County. PP 48 (3):122-124. 
1987. Only God can make a bird. PP 49(1):67-68. 
1988. Some unanswered questions about Wisconsin birdlife. PP 50(3):187-190. 

1989. WSO: the first fifty years. PP 51(1):7-17. 
1995. BBS equals ‘“‘Beleaguered bobolinks and sparrows.” PP 57(2):67-75. 
1996. The breeding bird survey in Wisconsin: 1966-1991. (with D.W. Sample, P.W. 

Rasmussen. and M.J. Mossman). PP 58(2):81-179. 

Additional Passenger Pigeon Contributions 
Obituaries, book reviews, and paragraphs for ‘‘By the Wayside.” 

Newspaper Articles 

1977-present. | Weekly column: “From the Robbins Nest”’ in The Country Today. 

Magazine Editing 

1946-1951. Associate editor, The Passenger Pigeon (included compilation of material for 
seasonal field notes, ‘‘By the Wayside” column, Christmas bird counts, and 

May Day counts). 
1953-1959. Editor, The Passenger Pigeon. 
1960-1969. Associate Editor, The Passenger Pigeon. 
>-1970. Compiler for the Western Great Lakes Region for Audubon Field Notes.
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Appendix B. ‘‘Still Singing.”’ by Sam Robbins. (Reprinted with permission from 
The Country Today) 

This is not one of my happiest days. Earthly life has just ended for one of my 
most beloved parishioners: 15-year old Sheila, retarded and crippled since birth, 
denied many of life’s experiences that the rest of us take for granted, yet both a 

giver and receiver of happiness. 
Earthly life is ebbing for a second parishioner, lying comatose in the local 

hospital. When I went to see her this morning, what should I find near the door 
outside but a dead hermit thrush. 

There was no scratch, drop of blood or other sign of injury. Was he careless, 

guilty of “inattentive driving”’ when he slammed into a brick wall? Did he mistake 
reflections in a window for open air? Was he frantically trying to escape a pur- 
suing predator when the tragedy occurred? Had something gone wrong with his 
internal guidance system? 

Statistically speaking, one can chalk this up to one of many hazards birds must 
face in their migratory journeys. My guess is that this thrush spent the summer 
somewhere in western Ontario and was headed for wintering territory in Loui- 
siana or Texas. He and his buddies probably crossed many miles of open water 
while passing over Lake Superior. 

If a bird tries this without having stored up a large supply of fatty tissue to 
sustain itself, a watery grave is likely. If a bird attempts to fly in a storm, a sudden 
gust of wind might trigger a fatal collision. 

A bush in a strange area might seem to offer suitable nighttime shelter, but 
perhaps it is a favorite hiding place for a prowling cat. If the bird is flying on a 

cloudy night, the steel finger of a tall television tower may bring the journey to 
a sudden, untimely end. 

Dozens of other hazards can be named. Statisticians tell us that up to 80 per- 
cent of the passerines that fledge in field and forest one summer will not live to 
see their first birthday. Statisticians tell us the average bird that survives the 
difficult first year will not live beyond the age of five. 

But when I looked upon that little bundle of feathers this morning, I wasn’t 
interested in statistics. Under other circumstances, I might have spread the feath- 
ers and marveled anew over the strange combination of barbs, barbules and 
barbicels that hold a feather together and make flight possible. Or I might have 
remembered the study made years ago that revealed that the average number of 
feathers on a hermit thrush is approximately 1,850. 
When asked which is my favorite bird song, I vote first for the rollicking winter 

wren. The hermit thrush is a not-too-distant second. 
My eyes were moist when I thought about that song and gazed near my feet 

at the bird that would never get to sing again. 

So now I am playing a recording of that song to myself as I write. I really don’t 

need to. I’ve heard it so many times in years gone by that it has etched itself 

indelibly in my brain at both conscious and unconscious levels. 
My first visit to the summer home of the hermit was in the foothills of the 

White Mountains in New Hampshire when I was 5 years old. Perhaps the indel-
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ible etching began back then. For there we could stand by the shore of the lake 

in front of the cottage and hear thrushes sing from the woodlands across the 
lake. By the time I was 15, I had visited this spot several times and learned to 

look forward especially to sunset, for it was then more than any other time of 

the day that the thrush concerts were offered. 
There were three kinds of thrushes—veeries, wood and hermit thrushes—all 

lovely and melodic in their own way. Somehow the hermit became my favorite. 
I gazed at the dead thrush, and yet I heard a song. I thought of Sheila, and I 

heard a voice. Where does memory leave off and continued presence begin? Can 
they be separated? These are the lines I shall read at Sheila’s funeral tomorrow: 

Alas, sweet thrush, how motionless you lie, 

How soft the speckled feathers of your breast, 
Immaculate your reddish tail is dressed; 

You've wandered far from home of last July. 
How I loved your evening song as dark drew nigh; 
Your voice oft ushered in my day’s-end rest; 

Your trills brought peace, the thrills of heaven blessed, 

But now so still! Dear thrush, you had to die? 
I looked, I felt, I listened. And then I heard! 

From deep within I still catch your whispers soft; 
No longer are you merely a lifeless bird; 
Though wings are stilled, your spirit flies aloft. 
A new dimension dawns upon my soul; 

Your presence now is part of my living whole!
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“Alert,”” (Great Horned Owl), by David Kuecherer



The 1997 Wisconsin Christmas Bird Counts 

The 1997 Christmas bird count will not soon be forgotten. 
Unseasonably warm weather before and during the count period 
resulted in a record 153 species and such first-time Christmas 
count rarities as Pacific Loon, Mew Gull, Lesser Black-backed 

Gull and Northern Waterthrush. 

by Wiliam L. Hilsenhoff 

TT" 1997 Wisconsin Christmas bird _ with an ever-increasing number of well- 

counts produced an unusual num- qualified observers and increased par- 
ber of species that are rarely found on _ ticipation, I believe that this record will 

Christmas counts, resulting ina record also be broken when there again is 
153 species being found statewide. warm weather preceding the count pe- 

This most likely was the result of very riod and favorable weather during the 
mild temperatures in late November count period. 
and throughout December, which There were many unusual sightings 
caused most lakes to remain open, en- that highlight the 1997 counts. Seen 
ticed many migrants to linger in Wis- for the first time on a Christmas count 

consin, and provided excellent condi- in Wisconsin were a Pacific Loon at 

tions for making the counts. There was Green Lake, a Mew Gull at Milwaukee, 

little or no snow throughout the state and a Lesser Black-backed Gull and 

to force birds to feeders and the sides Northern Waterthrush at Madison. An 

of roads, streams, and lakes, but this Orange-crowned Warbler at Montello 

did not seem to matter. Most of the and a Swainson’s Thrush at Milwaukee 

common species occurred in about are only the second Christmas count 

normal numbers, except for migrant records for these species. Found for 
waterfowl, which remained in unusu- _ the third time were a White Pelican at 

ally high numbers because of all the Lake Geneva and a King Rail at Poy- 
open water. Prior to 1994, the most nette. Two Eastern Phoebes were seen 

species found on a Wisconsin Christ- at Milwaukee (fourth record) and Bar- 

mas count was 139 (1987 and 1993), row’s Goldeneyes were observed at 

but that record was shattered in 1994 Gurney and Milwaukee (fifth record). 

when 147 species were reported. The Three Spruce Grouse seen at Phelps 

153 species found this year will be dif- and a Gyrfalcon at Appleton were the 

ficult to exceed in future years, but sixth records for these species. Seen for 

45
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the eighth time were Trumpeter Swans The location of each count is shown 
on three counts, a Lincoln’s Sparrow in Figure 1. Counts are numbered in 

at Bridgeport, and a Baltimore Oriole groups from north to south and west 

at Appleton. Other rarities included a to east. An alphabetical listing of 
Sandhill Crane at Montello anda Rose- counts follows and includes the count 

breasted Grosbeak at Appleton (ninth number (Figure 1); the location of the 

records); a Black Scoter at Milwaukee; count center; and the name, address, 

Peregine Falcons at Green Bay, Mil- and telephone number of the com- 

waukee, and Hales Corners; and Marsh _ piler. Data from counts that include ar- 

Wrens at Milwaukee and Madison _ eas in other states are only for species 

(tenth records). and participation in Wisconsin. 

Appleton (48); Jct. Hwys. 47 and 125; 
LOCATION AND DETAILS OF THE John Shillinglaw, 1952 Palisades Dr., 

Counts Appleton, WI 54915; (920) 731-4222. 

Arpin (41); 0.5 mi. N Jct. Hwy. C and 
Details of the weather and partici- Oak Rd.; Dennis Seevers, 5969 Butter- 

pation on each count are reported in nut Rd., Arpin, WI 54410; (715) 569- 

Table 1. Weather during the count pe- 4260. Ashland (3); Jct. Hwys. 2 and 118; 

riod was generally ideal, except for a Dick Verch, 906 Ellis Ave., Ashland, WI 

lack of snow to force birds to feeders, 54806; (715) 682-5453. Baraboo (64); 
roadsides, and areas of open water. Jct. City View Rd. and Hwy. A; Kenneth 

The large amount of open water was Wood, 3971 Forshaug Rd., Black Earth, 

very attractive to waterfowl, and greatly WI 53515; (608) 767-3343. Bayfield 
enhanced their numbers on many (2); T 50 N, R5 W, S-22; Albert Roy, 

counts. The number of counts (90), Jr., 906 Water St., Ashland, WI 54806; 

number of field observers (1,240), (715) 682-5334. Beloit (79); Jct. Tracy 

number of counts with 10+ field ob- and Eau Claire Rd.; Brad Paulson, 

servers (46), number of party hours 15034 Carroll St., Broadhead, WI 

(3,654), and hours listening for owls 53520; (608) 879-2647. Black River 

(186) were all records, which along Falls (27); Jct. Hwys. H and 54; Judy 
with the ideal weather probably con- Allen, W12866 River Rd., Black River 
tributed to the record number of spe- Falls, WI 54615; (608) 488-4154. Blan- 

cies that were found. There were new  chardville (67); 2.5 mi. SW of Blan- 

counts at Cassville, Minoqua, Norske, chardville; David Willard, Bird Divi- 

Seymour, Spooner, and Warrens. The _ sion, Field Museum of Natural History, 
latter was not compiled because it in- Roosevelt Rd. at Lakeshore Dr., Chi- 

cluded only 1.5 party hours of field ob- cago, IL 60605; (312) 922-9410 ext. 269 
servation. Counts at Grantsburg, La (work) or 663-3749. Bridgeport (61); 
Farge, Nelson, Pensaukee, and Stevens Hwy. 18 bridge over Wisconsin R.; Al 

Point, which were not included last Shea, 2765 Northwynde Passage, Sun 

year for various reasons, were wel- Prairie, WI 53590; (608) 825-6232. 

comed additions this year. Reports of Brussels (33); Jct. Hwy. 57 and Steven- 

counts taken last year and not received son Pier Rd.; Charlotte Lukes, 3962 

this year included those at Burlington, Hillside Rd., Egg Harbor, WI 54209; 

Ephraim, Medford, Milton, and Plain- (920) 823-2478. Burlington (not 

field. taken); Jct. Hwy A and Crossway Rd.;
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Figure 1. Locations of the 1997 Wisconsin Christmas bird counts. 

Gerald DeBoer, 15935 2 Mile Rd., Jct. Hwys. 178 and S; C.A. Kemper, 733 

Franksville, WI 53126; (414) 835-4642. Maple St., Chippewa Falls, WI 54729; 

Cable (5); Cable; Connie Finch, P.O. (715) 723 3815. Clam Lake (7); 7 miles 

Box 416, Cable, WI 54821; (715) 798 SE of Clam Lake; Keith Merkel, 11722 

3890. Caroline (35); 2 miles W of Car- Robin Rd., Marshfield, WI 54449; 

oline; Mark Peterson, Box 53, Caro- (715) 384-2383. Clyde (60); Jct. Hwy. 

line, WI 54928; (715) 754-2661. Cass- ZZ and Weaver Rd.; Steven Greb, 1714 

ville (62); Jct. Garden Prairie Rd. and Labrador Rd., Oregon, WI 53575; 608) 

Muskellunge Rd.; William Mueller, 221-6362. Columbus (72); Jct. John- 

1242 S. 45th St., Milwaukee, WI 53214; son and Jahnke Sts.; Larry Michael, 116 

(414) 643-7279. Chippewa Falls (23); S. Nebraska St., Horicon, WI 53032;
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(920) 485-2936. Cooksville (78); State St., Hartford, WI 53027; (414) 

Cooksville; David and Anna Marie Hu- 673-5865. Herbster (1); Hwy. 13, 1 mile 

set, 242 W. Church St., Evansville, WI west of Herbster; Phyllis Johnson, P.O. 

53536; (608) 882-5648. Durand (24); Box 303, Cornucopia, WI 54827; (715) 
Jct. Hwys. 25 and DD 3 miles N of Du- 742-3960. Holcombe (19); Chippewa- 

rand; C.A. Kemper, 733 Maple St., Rusk county line 1 mile E of Hwy. 27; 
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729; (715) 723- C.A. Kemper, 733 Maple St., Chippewa 

3815. Ephraim (no report); Hwy. A 3 Falls, WI 54729; (715) 723-3815. Hori- 
miles S of Jct. with Hwy 42; Paul and con Marsh (70); Jct. Main Ditch and 
Kathleen Regnier, P.O. Box 152, Bai- Main Dike in Refuge; Bill Volkert, 

leys Harbor, WI 54202; (414) 839-2802 DNR, N7725 Hwy. 28, Horicon, WI 
or 868-2690. Fifield (9); Fifield Post 53032; (920) 387-7877. Hudson (18); 
Office; Thomas Nicholls, 2160 Draper Afton, MN; Helen Lien, 5148 29th Ave. 

Ave., Roseville, MN 55113; (612) 636- S., Minneapolis, MN 55417; (612) 729- 

2592. Fond du Lac (51); Jct. Tower and 5982. Kenosha (90); Jct. Hwys. 158 and 

Cody Roads; Jeff Baughman, W8985 HH (Kenosha Co. only); Ron Hoff- 
Hwy. SS, Adell, WI 53001; (414) 626- mann, Box 886, Kenosha, WI 53141; 

4713. Fort Atkinson (76); Jct. S. Main (414) 654-5854. Kettle Moraine (71); 
St. and Hackbarth Ave.; Richard Hwy. DD, W of Auburn Lake; Bill Volk- 

Wanie, W5920 Lee Dr., Fort Atkinson, ert, W996 Birchwood Dr., Campbells- 

WI 53538; (920) 563-6274. Fremont port, WI 53010; (920) 387-7877. Ke- 

(46); Jct. Hwys. I and HH 4 miles SW waunee (40); Jct. Hwys. 42 and D; Wil- 

of Fremont; Daryl Tessen, 3118 N. liam Mueller, 1242 S. 45 St., 

Oneida St., Appleton, WI 54911; (414) Milwaukee, WI 53214; (414) 643-7279. 

735-9903. Gilman (20); 1 mile W of Kickapoo Valley (57); Jct. Hwys. T and 

Miller Dam; Janice Luepke, B-894 Eau 131; Eric Epstein, Rt. 2, Box 455, Nor- 

Pleine Rd., Spencer, WI 54479; (715) walk, WI 54648; (608) 823-7837. La- 

659-3910. Grantsburg (15); Jct. Hwys. Crosse (56); LaCrosse Courthouse; 

70 and 48; Dennis Allaman, 506 W. St. Fred Lesher, 509 Winona St., La- 

George, Grantsburg, WI 54840; (715) Crosse, WI 54603; (608) 783-1149. 

463-2366. Green Bay (39); Jct. Allouez LaFarge (58); Jct. Hwys. 131 and 82; 

and S. Webster Avenues; John Jacobs, Dan Hazlett, P.O. Box 264, LaFarge, 
Neville Public Museum, 210 Museum WI 54639. Lake Geneva (80); Interla- 

Pl., Green Bay, WI 54303; (920) 448- ken Resort, Hwy. 50; Patricia Parsons, 

4460. Green Lake (53); Jct. Hwy. J and N3241 North Williams St., Lake Ge- 

Swamp Rd.; Thomas Schultz, N6104 neva, WI 53147; (414) 248-1232. Lake- 

Honeysuckle Lane, Green Lake, WI wood (28); Jct. Hwys. T and FR 2117; 

54941; (920) 294-3021. Gumey (4); John Woodcock, 1718 Cedar Grove 

Gurney; Joan Elias, HCR 780, Saxon, Dr., Apt. 3A, Manitowoc, WI 54220; 

WI 54559; (715) 893-2358. Hales Cor- (920) 684-0447. Luck (16); Jct. Roads 

ners (88); Jct. 27th St. and Rawson 180th St. and 180th Ave. in Polk Co.; 

Ave., (Milwaukee Co. only); Mariette John Nygren, 920 3rd Ave., Luck, WI 

Nowak, Wehr Nature Center, 9701 W. 54853; (715) 472-2508. Madison (75); 

College Ave., Franklin, WI 53123; State Capitol; Carol Anderson and 

(414) 524-8550. Hartford (73); Jct. Tony Kalenic, 4638 Bonner Lane, 

Hwys. 60 and 83; Judy Haseleu, 337 W. Madison, WI 53704; (608) 249-8836.
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Manitowish Waters (10); Jct. Hwy. 51 EE and 70; Maybelle Hardy, 15210 

and Hwy. W; John Bates, Hwy. 47, Pine Creek Rd., Park Falls, WI 54552; 

#2263, Mercer, WI 54547; (715) 476- (715) 762-3178. Pensaukee (31); Pen- 

2828. Medford (no report); 1.5 mi. E saukee; Thomas Erdman, 4093 Hwy. S, 

and 0.5 mi. N of Jct. Hwys. 13 and M_ Route 2, Oconto, WI 54153; (920) 834- 

east; Michael Riegert, N763 Oriole Dr., 3416. Peshtigo (30); Harmony Cor- 
Stetsonville, WI 54480; (715) 678-2627. ners; Leo Feller, 530 Rainbow Circle, 
Merrill (21); Jct. South End Rd. and Peshtigo, WI 54157; (715) 582-3373. 

Hwy. 107; Alan Rusch, 3342 Westview Phelps (12); Jct. FR 2199 and FR 2533, 
Lane, Madison, WI 53713; (608) 274- 2 miles SW of Phelps; Bill Reardon, 

1224. Milton (no report); Milton; Katy 2547 Hwy. 70 E, Eagle River, WI 54521; 

Hess, P.O. Box 81, Milton, WI 53563; (715) 479-8055. Plainfield (no report); 

(608) 868-2972. Milwaukee (87); Jct. Jct. Hwy. BB and 3rd Ave. NW of Al- 

Port Washington Rd. and Hampton mond; Don Nussbaum, 1544 Ames St., 

Ave.; Marilyn Bontly and Jean Streika, Neenah, WI 54956; (414) 729-9137. 

Schlitz Audubon Center, 1111 E. Platteville (63); Cornelia: Tom Goltry, 

Brown Deer Rd., Milwaukee, WI 53217; 660 Pioneer Rd., Platteville, WI 53818; 

(414) 351-4200. Minoqua (11); Jct. (608) 348-9666. Plymouth (85); Jct. 
Hwy 51 and Hwy 70 West; Paul Bow- Hwys. 23 and Country Aire Rd.; Harold 
man, Jr., 9020 Hwy J, Woodruff, WI Koopman, 415 Caroline St., Plymouth, 
54568; (715) 356-7542. Montello (52); WI 53073; (414) 892-8101. Poynette 

Harrisville; Daryl Christensen, N6053 (68); Jct. Hwys. 51 and CS; Mark and 

Hwy. Y, Montello, WI 53949; (608) 296- Sue Martin, Goose Pond Sanctuary, 

3068. Mount Horeb (66); Mount W7468 Prairie Lane, Arlington, WI 

Horeb; Earl Brandt, 4670 Cedar Mill 53911; (608) 635-4160. Racine (89); 
La., Black Earth, WI 53515; (608) 767- Hwy. H 0.5 miles S of Hwy. K (Racine 

3030. Nelson (54); 1 mile S of Jct. Co. only); Gerald DeBoer, 15935 2 

Hwys. I and D; C.A. Kemper, 733 Ma- Mile Rd., Franksville, WI 53126; (414) 

ple St., Chippewa Falls, WI 54729; 835-4642. Randolph (69); Hwy P mid- 
(715) 723-3815. New Franken (34); way between Cambria and Randolph; 

Jct. Hwys. P and SS; Ed Houston, 2818 Larry Michael, 116 S. Nebraska St., 

Sugarbush Ct., Green Bay, WI 54301; Horicon, WI 53032; (920) 485-2936. 

(920) 432-2999. New Richmond (17); Rhinelander (14); Rhinelander; Ced 

2 miles E of Boardman; Joseph Mer- Vig, 919 Birch Bend, Rhinelander, WI 

chak, 210 Ilwaco Rd., River Falls, WI 54017; (715) 362-3047. Richland Cen- 

54022; (715) 425-1169. Norske (44);1 ter (59); Jct. Hwys. O and TB SE of 

mile E of Jct. Hwy P and Rustad Rd.;_ Richland Center; Robert Hirschy, Uni- 

Janet Avis Hewitt, E1047 Paulson Rd., versity of Wisconsin Center-Richland, 

Tola, WI 54945; (715) 445-2489. Ocon- 1200 Hwy. 14 West, Richland Center, 

omowoc (74); Hwy 67, 2 miles N of WI 53581; (608) 647-6186. Riveredge 

Oconomowoc; Alex Kailing, W330 (86); Jct. Hwy. 33 and Lakeland School 

N8275 W. Shore Dr., Hartland, WI Rd.; Mary Hollebeck and John Rank, 

53029; (414) 966-1072. Oshkosh (49); c/o Riveredge Nature Center, P.O. 

Jct. Hwys. 21 and 41; Thomas Ziebell, Box 26, Newburg, WI 53060; (414) 

1322 Ceape Ave., Oshkosh, WI 54901; 375-2715. Sauk City (65); 2.5 miles SE 

(414) 235-0326. Oxbo (8); Jct. Hwys. of Witwen; Becky Isenring, 6869 Taylor
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Road, Sauk City, WI 53583; (608) 643- 1224 N 4th Ave., Wausau, WI 54401; 
6906. Seymour (37); Jct. Hwy. C and (715) 675-7669. Wautoma (47); Mount 
Culbertson Rd.; Daryl Tessen, 3118 N. Morris; Delbert Greenman, N4344 

Oneida, Appleton, WI 54911; (920) Hwy. W, Redgranite, WI 54970; (920) 

735-9903. Shawano (36); 3 miles N of 787-3036. Willard (25); 1 mile E and 

Lunds; Mark Peterson, Box 53, Caro- 1.5 miles S of Willard; Janice Luepke, 

line, WI 54928; (715) 754-2661. Shioc- B-894 Eau Pleine Rd., Spencer, WI 

ton (38); Jct. Hwys. M and 54; James 54479; (715) 659-3910. Wisconsin 

Anderson, Mosquito Hill Nature Cen- Rapids (43); Wisconsin Rapids Airport; ; 
ter, N3880 Rogers Rd., New London, LaVonne and Dave Middleton, 210 

WI 54961; (920) 779-6433. Spencer Shorewood Ter., Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

(26); Jct. Hwys. F and 153; Janice 54494; (715) 423-3242. Woodland 

Luepke, B-894 Eau Pleine Rd., Spen- Dunes NW (81); Menchalville; NE 

cer, WI 54479; (715) 659-3910. Spoo- (82); Mishicot; SW (83); 3 miles W of 
ner (6); Jct. Hwys. 63 and K; Mary St. Nazianz on Hwy. C; and SE (84); 2 

Griedbach Cahow, 513 Dale St., Apt. mi. S of Newtonburg; all only in Man- 
#3, Spooner, WI 54801; (715) 635- itowoc Co., as drawn on a map; Ber- 

2978. Spruce (29); 1.5 miles N of nard Brouchoud, Woodland Dunes 

Spruce on Hwy. B; Jerry Smith, 6865 Nature Center, P.O. Box 2108, Mani- 
Fredrickson Road, Lena, WI 54139; towoc, WI 54221-2108; (920) 793- 

(920) 829-6353. Stevens Point (42); 4007. 
Old Main Bldg., U.W.-Stevens Point; 

Nancy Stevenson, 1890 Red Pine Lane, RESULTS OF THE COUNTS 

Stevens Point, WI 54481; (715) 341- 

0084. Stockbridge (50); 3 miles SE of Results are reported in Tables 2-9. 

Stockbridge; Carroll Rudy, W3866 Common species are reported in Ta- 

Hwy. H, Chilton, WI 53014; (920) 849- bles 2-8, with counts in similar areas of . 

9021. Sturgeon Bay (32); Jct. Hwys. 57 the state grouped together in each ta- 
and P; Charlotte Lukes, 3962 Hillside ble. The number of individuals of each 

Rd., Egg Harbor, WI 54209; (920) 823- species is compared in Table 8 with the 
2478. Three Lakes (13); 6 miles E of average for the previous 10 years, cor- 
Three Lakes; Bill Reardon, 2547 Hwy. rected for participation (total party 
70 E, Eagle River, WI 54521; (715) 479- hours). Numbers of uncommon and 

8055. Trempealeau (55); Jct. Hwy K_ rare species are reported in Table 9, 

and Fremont St., Trempealeau; with counts for each species listed in 

Thomas Hunter, 11675 Jay St., P.O. the same order as in Tables 2-8. Un- 

Box 114, Trempealeau, WI 54661; documented reports of species for 

(608) 534-6233. Waukesha (77); Jct. which documentation was requested 

Hwy. D and Brookhill Rd.; Patrick were not compiled. Other reports of 

Horn, 576W19840 Sunny Hill Dr., species were not included because 

Muskego, WI 53150; (414) 679-1459. documentation was inadequate or in- 

Waupaca (45); Jct. Hwy.49 & Smokey dicated the identification was in error, 
Valley Rd.; Daryl Tessen, 3118 N. but, in general, documentation this 

Oneida St., Appleton, WI 84911; (920) year was very good and very few obser- 
735-9903. Wausau (22); Jct. Grand Ave. vations were not included because they 

and Thomas St.; Walter Tamminen, lacked documentation. A major prob-
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lem exists on some counts because ob- the Christmas count has steadily in- 
servers are not familiar enough with creased. 
birds to accurately identify them. Ob- 

servers who cannot identify all the Herons—The 27 Great Blue Herons 
“common species’’ listed on the report on 18 counts is well above average, and 
form and most of the ‘uncommon spe-_ the six Black-crowned Night-Herons 
cies’ without the aid of a book should on the Milwaukee count are the first 

not be participating in the count un- _ that have been seen since 1986. 
less they are with a competent ob- 
server. Swans and Geese—With all the open 

Most counts recorded more species _ water, it was a great year for swans and 
than in the past few years, and many geese. The 798 Tundra Swans on 12 
reported a record number. There were counts is the largest number seen since 
28 counts reporting 50 or more spe- 1987; the 55 Mute Swans was about av- 

cies. The Madison count found the erage. Trumpeter Swans, which have 

greatest number of species (95), fol- become a regular occurrence since 
lowed by counts at Milwaukee (75), their re-introduction, were found on 

Poynette and Appleton (73), River- three counts. Canada Geese were 

edge (71), Bridgeport and Sauk City found everywhere there was water, with 

(63), and Green Bay and Oshkosh a record 472,944 being counted on 59 

(60). Seven other counts had 55 to 59 counts. The seven Snow geese that 

species. Only two counts reported less were reported is about average for the 
than 20 species. A summary of general Christmas counts. 
abundance within various groups of 

species follows. Ducks and Mergansers—Mallards, 

Northern Pintails, Northern Shovelers, 

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans, and Cormo- Gadwalls, and Red-breasted Mergan- 

rants—Common Loons were seen in sers occurred in about normal num- 

near record numbers, with 12 being re-_ bers, and the number of Black Ducks 

ported on eight counts. A Pacific Loon continued to be well below the recent 

on the Green Lake count was a firstfor 10-year average, but all other species 

Wisconsin Christmas counts, and a_ were found in record or well above av- 

Red-throated Loon on the Woodland erage numbers. Record numbers were 
Dunes Southeast count was the first recorded for the American Wigeon 
since 1976 and only the twelfth Christ- (62), Canvasback (949), Redhead 

mas count report. The nine Pied-billed (238), Lesser Scaup (428), Common 

Grebes on six counts was the most Goldeneye (15,354), Bufflehead 

since 1984; the only Horned Grebe was _ (1,367), and Ruddy Duck (473). Some 

seen at Madison. A White Pelican was records were several times the previous 
found at Lake Geneva for the second _ record; the previous high for Redheads 
consecutive year; it represents only the was 41 and for Ruddy Ducks was 119. 
third Christmas count record. Arecord The 111 Ring-necked Ducks was near 
37 Double-crested Cormorants were the record 131 seen in 1974, Greater 
found on five counts, more than dou- Scaup numbers were well above aver- 
ble the previous record in 1995. Since age with many appearing on larger in- 
1989, the number of cormorants on land lakes, and the number of Olds-
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quaws was the largest since 1981. Num- a lack of snow or because their popu- 

bers of both Hooded and Common lation is no longer increasing. The 

Mergansers were also well above aver- three Spruce Grouse on the Phelps 

age. Highlights were the Barrow’s Gol-_ count were a highlight. 

deneyes at Gurney and Milwaukee 

(fifth record) and a Black Scoter at Mil- Rails, Coots, Cranes, and Shorebird 

waukee (tenth record). White-winged 5 American Coots were about three 
Scoters were seen at Gurney and Ke- |. : 
fosha times more abundant than the previ- 

° ous 10-year average. Virginia Rails were 

Heche id Bagies~Baid tagleawere ‘2104 st Fond.tiu: Lac, Poynette, and 
: : Madison, and two King Rails (third rec- 

seen on two-thirds of the counts, with 
: . Saad ord) were found at Poynette. A Sand- 

a record 1,232 being sighted, eclipsing : 
. hill Crane was seen on the Montello 

the old record of 567 in 1995. The 470 ‘i 
: count, and Killdeers were found on 

on the Nelson count is a phenomenal ; 
: counts at LaCrosse, Bridgeport, and 

total. Golden Eagles also occurred in ; 
. . Kenosha. The 39 Common Snipe on 

record numbers, with 11 found on six . . . 
: . 13 counts is the highest total since 

counts in western Wisconsin. The Coo- 1989 

per’s Hawk is the only hawk that was , 
unusually abundant, 139 being three 

times the average for the previous 10 Gulls—With all the open water, it was 

years. Northern Harriers were unusu- a great year for gulls because many that 

ally scarce, and Rough-legged Hawks normally move south remained longer 

and American Kestrels also were found than usual. While Herring Gulls ap- 

in below-average numbers. Sharp- peared in about normal numbers, 

shinned, Red-tailed, and Red-shoul- Ring-billed Gulls were distinctly more 

dered hawks all occurred in about nor- abundant this year, especially away 

mal numbers. A Gyrfalcon on the Ap- from the Great Lakes. There were a 

pleton count was a highlight, and record 24 Glaucous Gulls on nine 

Peregine Falcons at Green Bay, Mil- counts, and a record 11 Great Black- 

waukee, and Hales Corners (2) repre- backed Gulls on counts at Kewaunee, 

sent only the tenth Christmas count Woodland Dunes Northeast, and Mil- 

record for that species. waukee. Bonaparte’s Gulls were seen 

only on the Kenosha count. New to 

Grouse, Pheasants, Quail, etc—Ex- Wisconsin Christmas counts were a 

cept for grouse, this group of birds is Mew Gull at Milwaukee and a Lesser 

more difficult to find when there isno Black-backed Gull at Madison. The lat- 

snow cover. This is reflected in well be- _ ter bird has appeared in Madison every 

low normal numbers of Gray Par- spring and fall for the past few years; 

tridges, Ring-necked Pheasants, and this year it finally remained to be 

Northern Bobwhite. Prairie-Chickens counted. Thayer’s Gulls (twelfth rec- 

(6) were found only on the Spencer ord) were found on the Appleton and 

count and Sharp-tailed Grouse onlyon Milwaukee counts. An Iceland Gull was 

the Grantsburg count. The number of seen in the Green Bay count area 

Wild Turkeys was also down from the within three days of the count, but not 

previous two years, perhaps because of on the day of the count.
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Doves—Rock Doves occurred in av- Ravens occurring much farther south 

erage numbers, and Mourning Doves _ than in most years. 
in somewhat below average numbers. 

Chickadees, Titmice, Nuthatches, and 
Owls—The five Snowy Owls were Creepers—Black-capped Chickadees 

well below last year’s record of 21. and White-breasted Nuthatches ap- 
Numbers of Screech and Barred Owls peared in about normal numbers, 
were also below normal, but the 395 While numbers of Red-breasted Nut- 
Great Horned Owls is the best total hatches and Tufted Titmice were 
since 1987. Eight Northern Saw-whet somewhat above normal. The latter 
Owls were found on five counts, which species has definitely recovered from 
is a new record for that species. Long- the low populations found in the 
eared and Short-eared Owls were 1980s. Brown Creepers were unusually 

found in about average numbers. abundant, with a record 372 having 
been found on 65 counts. 

Kingfisher—In spite of all the open . 

water, Belted Kingfishers occurred in coms tanga ue Bete wel 

slightly below normal numbers. since 1982, and Ruby-crowned Kinglets 

found on ts at Norske, Rich- 
Woodpeckers—Most woodpeckers lend Gerizi. eee 

occurred in about normal numbers, were nine Winter Wrens on seven 

except the Downy Woodpecker and counts, which is above average. Marsh 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. Downy Wrens were found at Madison and Mil- 
Woodpeckers were found in record waukee (twelfth record), and two Caro- 

numbers, and the seven Yellow-bellied lina Wrens at Madison were the only 
Sapsuckers is the lowest total since ones found this year. 
1990. Black-backed Woodpeckers were 

seen on counts at Clam Lake and Fi- Thrushes, Thrashers, ete-—Although 

field. numbers of American Robins were be- 

low normal, it was generally a good 

Flycatchers and Larks—The two East- year for thrushes. There were 45 East- 
ern Phoebes on the Milwaukee count ern Bluebirds on nine counts, the 
represent only the fourth Christmas highest total since a record 65 were 
count record for that species. Numbers found in 1989. The 17 Hermit 

of Horned Larks were at the average Thrushes on six counts is a new record. 
for the previous 10 years in spite of aA Swainson’s Thrush at Milwaukee is 
lack of snow to drive them to roadsides only the second Christmas count rec- 
and manure spreads. ord. Other highlights were a Gray Cat- 

bird at Appleton, and Brown Thrash- 
Jays, Crows, and Ravens—The num-_ ers at Wautoma and Fort Atkinson. 

ber of Blue Jays was below average, 
while the number of Gray Jays was Waxwings, Shrikes, and Starlings—Af- 

about average. American Crows and __ ter being almost absent last year, there 
Common Ravens were distinctly more _ was a reasonably good invasion of Bo- 
abundant than usual, with Common hemian Waxwings into northern Wis-
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consin; Cedar Waxwings also occurred Sparrow at Bridgeport (eighth record) 
in above-average numbers. The num- and a Chipping Sparrow at Montello 

ber of Northern Shrikes was down (twelfth record). 

from previous years, while European 

Starlings experienced a 20% increase. Blackbirds, Meadowlarks, and Ori- 
oles—For the fifth consecutive year, 

Warblers—A Northern Waterthrush counts of blackbirds were extremely 
at Madison is the first record for a Wis- low. The number of Common Grackles 

consin Christmas count. It was found (68) was very low, as it was the previous 

in the same area where one stayed all two years. These are the only years 

winter in 1983. Another highlight was since 1965 when less than 100 were 
an Orange-crowned Warbler at Mon- seen. The number of Red-winged 
tello, the second record for Wisconsin Blackbirds was again way below nor- 
Christmas counts. The number of Yel- mal, the two Rusty Blackbirds made the 

low-rumped Warblers, 27 on 12 counts, _ lowest total in at least 30 years, and the 

is a new Christmas count record. only Brewer’s Blackbird was photo- 
graphed at Hudson. The number of 

Cardinals, Grosbeaks, and Towhees— meadowlarks was slightly below aver- 

The number of Northern Cardinals age. Only Brown-headed Cowbirds oc- 
was somewhat below normal, perhaps curred in average numbers. A Balti- 

because of a lack of snow to force them more Oriole at Appleton, the eighth 

to feeders. Highlights were a Rose- Christmas count record, was the only 
breasted Grosbeak at Green Bay (ninth _ highlight. 

record) and Eastern Towhees on 

counts at Clyde and Madison. Finches—It was a great year for Pine 
Grosbeaks and Common Redpolls. 

Sparrows, eic-—It was an excellent The 2,183 Pine Grosbeaks was the best 
year for most sparrows and related spe- invasion since 1989, and the 8,044 

cies. Although the number of Fox Common Redpolls is the largest num- 
Sparrows was somewhat below normal _ ber since 1977. Both occurred mostly 
and numbers of American Tree Spar- in northern and central counties. Nine 
rows, Song Sparrows, and White- Hoary Redpolls were seen on six 
crowned Sparrows were about normal, counts, which is a new record for that 

other sparrows were generally more species. American Goldfinches oc- 
abundant. The 350 White-throated curred in about normal numbers, but 

Sparrows is a new record, eclipsing the numbers of Pine Siskins were 42% be- 

old record of 198 in 1995. The 28,806 low average and numbers of Evening 

Dark-eyed Juncos is also a new record Grosbeaks were 77% below average. 
and the 84 Swamp Sparrows is within Crossbills were also difficult to find, 

one of the 1976 record. The number with 51 White-winged Crossbills on 
of Lapland Longspurs was also way nine counts and only six Red Crossbills 
above average, but the number of on four counts. The number of Purple 

Snow Buntings was 65% below the pre- Finches was also 47% below the previ- 
vious 10-year average. Ten Field Spar- ous 10-year average, while House 
rows on five counts was the most since Finches occurred in record numbers 

1991. Highlights included a Lincoln’s (8,341 on 73 counts). I strongly suspect
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that several observers are still confus- creased participation and organization 

ing House Finches with Purple on many counts. 
Finches, and that the number of Pur- There is no charge for publication of 

ple Finches reported is higher than it counts in The Passenger Pigeon, only for 
should be. Female Purple Finches have those also published by the National 
a distinct white line behind the eyeand Audubon Society. Submission of 
a dark ear patch, which female House counts to National Audubon (on their 

Finches lack. Male Purple Finches are report form), as well as to the Wiscon- 
more raspberry colored than red, and _ sin Society for Ornithology (on our lat- 
lack the bold, dark streaks on the sides est report form, please!), is encour- 

and belly that are so noticeable in aged. Individuals participating in 

House Finches. counts should submit reports and 

documentation to the count compiler 
for compilation and forwarding to 

House Sparrow—Numbers were 31% Daryl Tessen. Documentation should 
below the previous 10-year average, he written at the time of observation or 
which has been the trend for the last shortly thereafter. If you wish to par- 
three years. I believe this is because ticipate in a count in 1998, please con- 

House Finches out-compete House tact the compiler in your area. If you 
Sparrows in suburban areas, and most plan to initiate a new count in an area 
House Sparrows are now found in farm not presently covered (Figure 1), 

yards and inner city areas. please write to me to avoid conflicts 
and overlapping of other areas, and to 

SUMMARY obtain a report form. New counts 
should emphasize field observation 

The 1997 Christmas bird count will and not rely on feeder observers; a 

be remembered because of the large minimum, of 8 hours of field observa- 

number of rarities and the record 40?'S required. 

number of species that were found. It William Hilsenhoff 

was an outstanding count because of 4714 Sumac Road 
favorable weather before and during Middleton, WI 53562 

the count period and because of in- (608) 836-4720
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Seasonal Field Notes 

The Summer Season: 1997 

by Thomas K. Soulen 

Tr few observers who commented waukee Co. June 22, and big rains in 
on this summer’s weather gener- Jefferson Co. on June 15 and 21. July 

ally agreed that June was more pleasant was generally wetter, with almost daily 

than July. More people than in most rains in some locations (including over 

years commented about the lateness of 9 inches for the month in Jefferson 
the migration, likely a consequence of Co.). In contrast, some northeastern 

the cool weather in late May and early counties recorded a total July rainfall 

June. Korducki reported that one of barely 1.5 inches. The very few com- 

could easily find 15 species of warblers ments on the impact of rainfall 

in Milwaukee through the 5th, and amounts on birding suggested that wa- 
“the 7th was a great day for Red-eyed _ terbird nesting was successful and that 

Vireos and Empidonax flycatchers.’” He some potential shorebird habitat was 
also said that Milwaukee did not reach just too wet. 

80 degrees until June 19, only five days Wisconsin observers recorded a total 
short of the record. Hot weather did of 267 species during the season, close 

not arrive in the state generally until to the high of 269 of the past 16 years. 

about the last third of June. Cool The account that follows gives details 

weather returned for part of the first on 164 of them. An additional 71 that 

half of July; lowland frost was reported are not mentioned were common and 
on two nights in different central/ widespread enough to be reported 

northern locations. Much of the rest of from more than 25 counties. The re- 

July was quite hot and often humid. A maining 32 species, generally noted in 

number of people said mosquitoes 10-25 counties, are listed here along 

seemed especially abundant. with the number of counties in which 

Rainfall seemed more variable each was recorded: Pied-billed Grebe 

across the state this year than usual. (22), Double-crested Cormorant (23), 

June was generally drier than July, al- Great Egret (12), Lesser Scaup (11), 

though a few locations reported heavy Hooded Merganser (19), Bald Eagle 

rains during the last half of June: over (22), Ring-necked Pheasant (18), 

9 inches in 9 hours in northern Mil- Ruffed Grouse (19), Wild Turkey (22), 

77
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Virginia Rail (18), Sora (19), American Iceland Gulls all being seen there mul- 

Coot (18), Upland Sandpiper (15), tiple times. In contrast, two ‘‘summer”’ 

Common Snipe (21), American Wood- gulls were hard to find: Little Gull re- 

cock (20), Herring Gull (17), Forster’s ports were restricted to June 5-6, and 

Tern (11), Black Tern (20), Great no Franklin’s Gulls were noted here or 

Horned Owl (23), Barred Owl (22), anywhere else. An Arctic Tern put in a 

Whip-poor-will (16), Red-headed one-day appearance at Sheboygan and 

Woodpecker (20), Yellow-bellied Sap- was seen well and photographed, and 
sucker (24), Pileated Woodpecker a jaeger was seen in Superior in early 
(24), Horned Lark (23), Marsh Wren June. 

(25), Hermit Thrush (19), Golden- Other rarities during the summer— 

winged Warbler (18), Yellow-rumped some because they were out of sea- 

Warbler (16), Western Meadowlark son—included Western (two loca- 

(13), Brewer’s Blackbird (25) and Eve- _ tions) and Eared Grebes; Snowy Egret; 

ning Grosbeak (11). Little Blue and Tricolored Herons; 

The season provided an addition to Snow Goose; Oldsquaw; Spruce 
Wisconsin’s summer list: the Anhinga. Grouse; Yellow and King Rails; Ameri- 

A pair spent much of the first half of _ can Avocet; Willet; Hudsonian Godwit; 

July at Thunder Lake, Oneida Co., but Western Sandpiper; Snowy Owl; Black- 
unfortunately found hiding places of- backed Woodpecker; Carolina Wren; 
ten enough to frustrate some of the ob- Northern Mockingbird; White-eyed 

servers who looked for them. Another Vireo; Philadelphia Vireo (in early 

species, the Western Tanager, was July); Prairie (three locations), Yellow- 

found for only the second time in sum- throated and Worm-eating Warblers; 
mer in Wisconsin, in Washington Co. and Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow. 
Last year’s appearance of a Kirtland’s Some observers continue to note 
Warbler in a Vilas Co. Atlas block en- changes in abundance from year to 
couraged observers to search that gen- year, via either written comments or 
eral area again this year, and over half the codes on the single county forms. 

a dozen people were able to locate two The only species considered to be 
singing males (although seeing them more common this year than last by at 
was not nearly so easy!). Last year’s Vi- least three observers were Turkey Vul- 

las Co. report, coupled with recent ture (although a few thought it less 

higher than usual numbers of this spe- common), American Crow and House 

cies in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Finch. As is usually the case, the list of 

prompted the Fish and Wildlife Service less common species is much longer: 
to undertake a search of some of the Pied-billed Grebe, Green Heron, 

suitable habitat in Marinette Co. A re- American Black Duck, Blue-winged 
port from Janet Smith of the Green Bay Teal, Osprey, Cooper’s Hawk, Ruffed 
office provided an account of Joel Grouse, Sora, Spotted Sandpiper, 

Trick’s successfully finding no lessthan Black Tern, Barred Owl, Common 

three singing males in that location. Nighthawk (no less than 10 people 
The Manitowoc-Sheboygan area gull thought this species less common!), 

list for the season had a strong ‘‘win- Red-headed Woodpecker, Least Fly- 

ter’’ flavor to it, with Glaucous, Great catcher, Eastern Phoebe, Eastern King- 

Black-backed, Lesser Black-backed and bird, Purple Martin, Bank and Cliff
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Swallow, Sedge and Marsh Wren, East- American White Pelican.—Some of the 
. people looking for the Anhingas at Thunder 

ern Bluebird (although a few thought Lake, Oneida Co., July 5-8 found up to 2 indi- 
jt more common), Brown Thrasher, _ viduals of this species there (Gustafson, Robbins, 
American Redstart, Ovenbird, Mourn- Spahn). Tessen reported over 100 in Brown Co., 

: eed as well as 70 at Horicon Marsh, Dodge Co., July 
ing Warbler, Scarlet Tanager, Dickcis-}9, One hundred young were banded from’ 104 

sel, Vesper Sparrow and Eastern Mead- nests in Brown Co. (Tom Erdman fide the 
owlark. Smiths). Lesher observed 200 in Trempealeau 

‘ Co. July 12, as well as birds in La Crosse and La- 
Reports came from 75 contributors fayette Counties. The Smiths noted up to 28 in 

this year, only three less than last year’s Oconto Co. June 11-25, and a lone bird was in 

all-time high for the summer season. Milwaukee Co. June 22 (Korducki). 
Several observers covering Atlas blocks 
again provided wonderfully compre- erie amazing. were ve ae 

wt . . seen in July at Thunder Lake, Oneida Co. Spahn 
hensive information from their cor located Thera July 5, and both he and Teaser saw 
ners of the state. Few of the remaining the birds on the 6th. Further observations were 
contributors roamed very far in their ee (Hewitt, Fountain) and 18 (oseen). 

ae these reports, documenting Wisconsin’s first 
birding. As a result, there WEEE 15 summer record, were accepted by the Records 
counties that went without any kind of Committee. See “By the Wayside.” 
coverage: Adams, Calumet, Crawford, 

Eau Claire, Iron, Juneau, Lafayette, American Bittern.—As often happens, 

Monroe, Pierce, Polk, Racine, Rich- most of the 16 counties in which this species was 
land, Rusk, St. Croix and Wood. noted were in the northern half of the state. 

REPORTS Least Bittern.—Found in these 8 counties: 
Columbia, Douglas, Green Lake, Marquette, 

qd JUNE 1997-31 JuLy 1997) Oconto, Price, Waukesha and Winnebago. 

Common Loon.—One was present in Man- Snowy Egret.—A number of observers saw 
itowoc Co. June 6 (Tessen). Subsequent reports _ one in Milwaukee Co.; found first (June 12) and 

came from 19 additional counties, among which _ last (July 6) by Korducki. Noted also in Brown 
Brown (Regan), Dunn (Gamache) and Jackson _Co. June 4 (Tessen), June 12 (T. Wood) and July 
(Otto) were the southernmost. 24 (Regan, 2 birds) and in Winnebago Co. June 

11 (Tessen). 

Red-necked Grebe.—Up to 8 birds were 
seen by a number of observers at Lake Maria, Little Blue Heron.—Domagalski reported 
Green Lake Co. Ziebell found 45 birds and 12 an adult in Washington Co. June 13. 
nests on June 22 at Rush Lake, Winnebago Co. 
Additional reports came from Burnett (Nance, . 

Robbins) and Columbia (Robbins) Counties. Tricolored Heron.—One was seen well 
June 15 in Horicon Marsh (Pearson, Dehnart). 

Accepted by the Records Committee. See ‘By 
Eared Grebe.—One bird was seen June 20 the Wayside.” 

in Dane Co. (Ashman, Hansen), and up to 4 
birds were present July 7-12 on Lake Maria, 
Green Lake Co. (Belter, Schultz). Cattle Egret.—Ziebell found 14 nests in 

Winnebago Co. June 29. Reported also from 
Brown and Dodge (Tessen) and Oconto (the 

Western Grebe.—Noted on Lake Maria, Smiths) Counties. 
Green Lake Co., June 26 (Tessen) through July 
9 (Bill Foster, Robbins). Tessen reported that the 
bird was harassing one of the Red-necked Grebes Black-crowned Night-Heron.—Noted in 
there. Observed also at Rush Lake, Winnebago fewer counties than in some summers: Door, 
Co., June 22-July 14 (Ziebell, who also founda Manitowoc, Marathon, Milwaukee, Oconto, 
nest with 2 eggs). Oneida, Washington and Winnebago.
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Trumpeter Swan.—Gradually this species Redhead.—Observers found these in Bay- 
is being found in more locations, some years af- _ field, Dodge, Dunn, Manitowoc, Milwaukee and 

ter the beginning of Minnesota and Wisconsin Winnebago Counties. 
reintroduction programs. New counties this sum- 
mer were Ashland (C. Wood) and Oconto (the . x r 
Smiths). Birds in Jackson (Otto) and Oneida Ring-necked Duck.—This species was 
(the Fishers) Counties were repeats of 1996 lo- noted ay 8 counties: Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, 
cations, and observers continued to find birds in | Columbia, Dane, Douglas, Oneida and Winne- 
Burnett and Marathon Counties, sites of previous bago. 
reintroductions. 

Greater Scaup.—Present throughout the 
Mute Swan.—Observed in Horicon Marsh  8¢28°2 in Milwaukee Co. (Korducki). Single 

and in Ashland, Bayfield, Dane, Door, Milwau- males were noted also in Burnett Co. June 3 

kee, Walworth, Washington and Waukesha (Nance) and in Door Co. July 20 (the Lukes). 
Counties. 

Oldsquaw.—Up to 2 birds were present 
Snow Goose.—Noted again in Winnebago much of the season in Door Co. (Lesher, Regan). 

Co, (Tessen, June 11), where it has been re- 

ported in 5 of the past 6 summers. Also present Common Goldeneye.—Recorded in Bur- 

in Brown Co. June 4 (Tessen). nett Co. June 7 (Robbins), Manitowoc Co. as late 
as June 19 (Tessen), and Door Co. throughout 

Canada Goose.—Sizable migrating flocks the season (the Lukes). 
were observed in Manitowoc Co. June 4 (Sontag, 

185 birds) and June 6 (Tessen, 320 birds). Bufflehead.—Noted in Milwaukee Co. June 
6 (Bontly), Bayfield Co. June 8 (Robbins), and 

Green-winged Teal.—Observers found Manitowoe Co! through July 9.(Sontg), 
these in Ashland, Barron, Dane, Douglas, Flor- 

ence, Jackson, Manitowoc, Oconto, Oneida, Vi- Common Merganser.—Present in these 6 

las, Washington and Winnebago Counties. counties: Bayfield, Douglas, Florence, Forest, 

Oneida and Vilas. 

American Black Duck.—Present in Ash- 
land/Bayfield, Door, Manitowoc, Milwaukee, Red-breasted Merganser.—Tessen ob- 
Oneida, Vilas, Washington and Winnebago served 25 in Manitowoc Co. June 19. Also re- 

Counties. ported from Bayfield (Nance) and Door (the 

Lukes, Stover) Counties. 

Northern Pintail.—tThe only report came 
from Washington Co. June 30 through July 5 Ruddy Duck.—Ziebell counted 178 in Win- 
(Domagalski). nebago Co. June 22. Also noted in Bayfield, Bur- 

nett, Columbia, Dane, Dunn, Green Lake and 
Manitowoc Counties. 

Northern Shoveler.—This species was re- 
corded in 8 counties: Barron, Columbia, Dane, 

Dodge, Door, Manitowoc, Milwaukee and Osprey.—Noted in Crawford Co. (Lesher), 
Oconto. June 10 in Iowa Co. (Ashman), and July 18 in 

Milwaukee Co. (Gustafson). Nested in Winne- 
bago Co. (Tessen, Ziebell). Reported from 20 

Gadwall.—Noted in Ashland, Columbia, counties in all. 
Dane, Dodge, Manitowoc, Milwaukee, Oconto 
and Winnebago Counties. 

e Sharp-shinned Hawk.—Observed again 
. in Walworth Co. (Parsons). Noted also in Iowa 

American Wigeon.—Present in Ashland, Co, June 27 (Tessen), Washington Co. July 20 
Burnett, Dane, Dodge, Douglas, Milwaukee, (Domagalski), and in 15 more northern coun- 
Oneida and Winnebago Counties. ties. 

Canvasback.—The season’s only report Northern Goshawk.—Very unusual was a 
came from Bayfield Co. June 8 (Robbins). report from Sheboygan Co. July 6 (Domagalski).
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Other observations came from Bayfield (C. Common Moorhen.—Noted in these 6 
Wood), Door (the Lukes, Stover), Oconto (Pe- counties: Columbia, Dane, Oconto, Washington, 

terson, 3 birds; Tessen) and Vilas (Baughman) Waukesha and Winnebago. 
Counties. 

. . Black-bellied Plover—tingered in Mani- 
Red-shouldered Hawk.—Nested in Price towoc Co. until June 6 (Sontag, Tessen). 

Co. (Warren). Also noted in Bayfield (C. Wood), 

Door (the Lukes), Douglas (Frank, Robbins), 
Menominee (Tessen) and 8 more southern Semipalmated Plover.—tThe latest obvi- 
counties. ous spring migrant was observed in Dane Co. 

June 11 (Hansen). Reported in Milwaukee Co. 
5 5 July 14 (Korducki) and in several other areas 

Broad-winged Hawk.—ot the 21 counties ‘Within the next 2 weeks. Was a bird in Jefferson 
from which this species was reported this sum- Co, June 29 (Korducki) a late spring or an early 
mer, only Waukesha (Bontly) was in the south- js > fall migrant? 
ern half of the state. 

Merlin.—Observed in Ashland, Bayfield, . American Avocet.—a full breeding plum- 
Door, Douglas, Oneida and Vilas Counties * age bird'was in Clark Co. July 15 (Ken Luepke 

, BAS ° fide Decker). A single bird was also present in 
Dane Co. July 21 (Ashman, Hansen). 

Peregrine Falcon.—Alustrating the success 

of reintroduction programs, reports came from 
no less than 8 counties this year: Brown, Buffalo, Greater Yellowlegs.—The only June re- 
Dodge, Douglas, Manitowoc, Milwaukee, Ozau- ports came from Horicon Marsh June 5 (Nance) 
kee and Winnebago. and Ozaukee Co. June 15 (Frank). Had returned 

to Dodge Co. by July 13 (Schultz) and to 5 ad- 
ditional counties within the following week. 

Gray Partridge.—This species is usually re- 
ported from relatively few locations in summer, 
but this is the first year in many when it has been Lesser Yellowlegs.—Noted in Dane (Han- 
recorded in only a single county (Door, the sen) and Milwaukee (Korducki) Counties July 3 
Lukes). and in several additional locations within the fol- 

lowing week. 

Spruce Grouse.— Observers found these in 
Forest (T. Wood), Oneida (the Fishers) and Vilas Solitary Sandpiper.—Had returned to 
(Baughman, Spahn, Tessen) Counties. Outagamie Co. by July 4 (Tessen) and to Dane 

(Ashman) and Douglas (the LaValleys) Counties 

os . by July 7. 
Greater Prairie-Chicken.—Reported y July 

from Clark Co. (Decker), in addition to its more 

usual Portage Co. location (Berner). Willet.—Two birds were in Milwaukee Co. 
July 24 (Gustafson). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse.—Noted in Bayfield 

(Cc. Weed). Douglas (the LaValleys), and Flor- Hudsonian Godwit.—Very unusual was a 
ence (Strelka) Counties. bird in Columbia Co. June 1 (Burcar). 

Northern Bobwhite.—Among the 11 coun- . 
ties in which this species was noted, Barron Ruddy Turnstone.—Birds had left most lo- 
(Hinz), Clark (Decker) and Dunn (Gamache) tions before mid-June, but Sontag noted this 
were thé most northern. species in Manitowoc Co. through July 9. 

Yellow Rail.—tThis season’s only observa- Red Knot.—Two birds lingered in Manito- 
tions were in Marquette Co. (Hewitt, Peterson). | woc Co. until June 6 (Sontag, Tessen). 

King Rail.—Robbins’ report from Colum- Sanderling.—The only report was of 20 
bia Co. July 14 was the only one of the season. birds in Douglas Co. June 3 (Nance).
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Semipalmated Sandpiper.—Stragglers Long-billed Dowitcher.—A single bird was 
were still in Dane Co. June 20 (Ashman, Han- reported from Dodge Co. July 19 (Tessen). 
sen). The earliest returning birds were noted July 
4 in Outagamie Co. (Tessen) and July 5 in Mil- ¥ % 
waukee Co. (Rorducki), with no further report a ee sal ethane atone 

ntil mid-month. 5 . 
u 3 (Ashman, Hansen), Oconto Co. June 12 (Re- 

gan, 3 birds) and Dodge Co. July 19 (Tessen). 
Western Sandpiper—tThe season’s only 

report came from Manitowoc Co. June 6 (Tes- Jaeger sp.—fim Williams saw a probable Par- 

sen): asitic Jaeger in Douglas Co. June 2. Accepted as 
jaeger sp. by the Records Committee. See “Br ger sp. by y 

Least Sandpiper.—The only June obser- _ the Wayside.”” 
vation was in Manitowoc Co. June 6 (Tessen). 

Birds appeared in Milwaukee (Gustafson) and . 

Cengumie (kee Coils blrdemiin ecw: oes te cecnce Micon pan 
eral other areas within the following week. (Sontag) and Milwaukee Co. July 4 (T. Wood). 

Whiterumped Sandpiper.—Present in en Fi 
Manitowoc Co. June 6 (Tessen, 4 birds), Oconto i er s al sie te i vevorte by 

Co. June 11 (the Smiths), and Dane Co. through hi y 4 P 

June 13 (Ashman, Hansen) and from July 14 on this species. 
(Robbins). 

Little Gull.—Noted on only two dates, June 
. . 5 5 (Sontag) and June 6 (Tessen), both in Mani- 

Baird’s Sandpiper.—Noted in Dane Co. e) ane : 
through June 2 Gon and in Oconto Co.June  towor Co. aa is ihe amallest- numberof binds 
11 (the Smiths). seen in a number of seasons. 

. Bonaparte’s Gull.—Observed in Columbia 
wen oe en trough Go, July 8 (Burcar), Green Lake Co. June 24-fuly 

pe ‘ 13 (Schultz) and Waukesha Co. July 29 (Strelka). 
turned. to Outagamie, Co: by July 4 (Tessen) and The other 6 counties from which reports were 
to Dane Goi byJuly 7 (Burear), with otherreports received bordered either Lake Michigan or Lake 
not coming until about 2 weeks later. Superior. 

Dunlin.— Observers reported this species in Ring-billed Gull—Nesting in Dane Co 

5 counties in June, latest‘on'the! 11th (Oconto, may represent a first in that location for this spe- 
the Smiths). The only other record came from cies, Found in 30 counties in all 
Waukesha Co. July 23 (Strelka). . . 

. . , Iceland Gull.—Appeared in Manitowoc Co. 
Stilt Sandpiper Migrants were observed for the third time in the 1990s. Noted there June 

as follows: Dane Co. July 15 (Hansen), Dodge Co. 19 (Tessen) and July 11-17 (Sontag). See “By 
July 19 (Tessen) and Milwaukee Co. July 27 tne Wayside.” 
(Domagalski) . anges 

5 Lesser Black-backed Gull.—Reported 
_ Dowitcher sp.—Only one observer Pro- from Manitowoc and Sheboygan Counties June 

vided any documentation with respect to identi- 18-July 6. Accounts by Peterson and Domagalski 
fication of dowitcher species this summer. Please were accepted by the Records Committee. See 
indicate, even if only briefly, the basis for your “By the Wayside.” Wisconsin observers have 

identifications in future seasons. found this species only once before in summer. 

Short-billed Dowitcher.—One bird was re- Glaucous Gull.—Noted in Manitowoc Co. 
ported from Manitowoc Co. June 7 (Sontag). 1 
The earliest fall migrant noted was in Milwaukee June, 19° Hessen) anid July'14. (Sontag) 
Co. July 6 (Korducki), with birds reported in a 
number of additional locations before the end of Great Black-backed Gull.—Since the first 
the month. reported nesting of this species in Wisconsin in
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1994, summer observations have increased. Re- Red-bellied Woodpecker.—Barron, Chip- 
corded this year in Door and Kewaunee (Regan), | pewa, Door, Marathon and Oconto were the 
Manitowoc (Peterson, Sontag, Tessen) and She- most northern of the 21 counties reporting this 
boygan (the Brassers, Domagalski) Counties. species this summer. 

Caspian Tern.—Present through June 3 Black-backed Woodpecker.—This elusive 
and after June 27 in Dane Co. and on July 27 in species was found in Ashland (C. Wood), Bay- 
Columbia Co. (Ashman). Noted throughout the field (C. Wood), Forest (T. Wood) and Vilas 
season in Winnebago Co. (Ziebell) and in 8 ad- (Baughman, Spahn, Tessen) Counties. 
ditional counties bordering Lake Michigan or 
Lake Superior. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher.—Lingered in Mil- 
: z kee Co, until June 7 (Bontly); noted in 

Common Tern.—Two birds were present in bles 
Winnebago Co. through the season (Ziebell). pow ree oe a day (Regan), Alzo recorded 

Somewhat unusual “inland,” this species was : ye! 2 HOOT, VOugias: Forest Tron, eles 

noted in Dodge Co. July 12 (Robbins). The re- 274 Vilas Counties. 
maining reports came from 7 counties along 
Lake Michigan or Lake Superior. 7 

S pemon Yellow-bellied Flycatcher.—Present in ) 
several southern counties in early June; latest 

Arctic Tern.—A bird was seen welland pho- Were 6 in Milwaukee Co. June 6 (Korducki) and 
tographed in Sheboygan Co. June 8 (Hughes, 2 bird in Manitowoc Co. June 11 (Sontag). Birds 

O’Brien, David Mandell, Andy Sigler), providing Were present again in Dewey Marsh, Portage Co. 
the first Wisconsin summer record since 1988. _ (Berner), but the remaining reports came from 

i “ more northern counties. Accepted by the Records Committee. See “By 8 h i 
the Wayside.” 

. Acadian Flycatcher—A bird singing in 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo.—Several observers Marinette Co. June 12 was unusual (the Smiths). 

commented on the lateness of cuckoo migration Other reports came from Dunn (Gamache), 

this year. Diehl thought that the location of a Portage and Marathon (Berner), Waupaca (Sou- 
bird in Milwaukee Co. June 13 suggested it was len) and 11 more southern counties. 
definitely a migrant. As usual, there were many 
more reports from southern counties. Among 
the 22 counties from which this species was re- Alder Flycatcher.—Migration may have 

ported, the most northern were Barron, Douglas, been even later than usual for this species this 
Price and Washburn. year. Korducki counted 15 in Milwaukee Co. 

June 7, and a number of observers in southern 
Lous counties reported single dates near mid-June. As 

Eastern Screech-Owl.—Noted only in Mil- —_ysual, though, a few birds were present through- 
waukee Co. (Bontly, Korducki). Fewest reportsin ut the season in the southern few tiers of coun- 
Years: ties. Noted in 40 counties in all. 

Snowy Owl.—One bird was seen in Ashland . z si 
Co. July 2 and 10 (Verch, Figure 1), and a second Willow Flycatcher.—This ope obs 

. we served in 28 counties this season, rarely invades 
in Douglas Co. was taken for rehabilitation to a ‘ : 

«ares : northern counties. This year it was reported from 
The Raptor Center at the University of Minne- D 

j y ouglas (Johnson), Marathon (Belter) and 
sota (Jane Goggin, Raptor Center staff, fide Svin- : : 

4 Oconto (the Smiths) Counties. 
gen). There have been summer reports of this 
species in 11 of the past 24 years. 

Gray Jay.—This year’s observations came 
Long-eared Owl.—One was observed in ae Ashland, Bayfield, Forest, Oneida and Vilas 

Oconto Co. June 30 (Tessen). ounties. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl.—The season’s Common Raven.—Among the 19 report- 
only observation was in Bayfield Co. July 9 (C. ing counties, the most southern was Jackson Yy. y g 
Wood). (Otto), as is frequently the case.
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Figure 1. Snowy Owl, Ashland, Wisconsin (2-10 July 1997). Photo by Dick Verch. 

Boreal Chickadee.—Noted in Forest cept for the usual reports from Sauk Co., re- 
(Boldt, Spahn), Oneida (the Fishers, Tessen) maining observations of this species were in 17 

and Vilas (Boldt, Reardon, Spahn) Counties. more northern counties. 

Tufted Titmouse.—Found in fewer coun- . . 
ties than usual: Columbia, Dane, Dunn, Grant, Golden-crowned Kinglet.—Present again 
Jowa and Sauk. in Dewey Marsh, Portage Co. (Berner). Noted 

also in Bayfield, Door, Douglas, Forest, Oneida 
and Vilas Counties. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch.—A reasonably 
good year for this species, with observations in 30 
counties. As usual, a few of these were southern: Rub d Ki i 2 a uby-crowned Kinglet.—Recorded this 
Dane, Iowa, Milwaukee and Waukesha. Fledged year in these counties: Bayfield (C. Wood, at least 
young in Washington Co. (Domagalski). A bird 5 pairs), Florence, Forest, Oneida and Vilas. 
in La Crosse Co. July 27 was probably a migrant 
(Lesher). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher.—Noted again in 
Brown Creeper.—Nested in Washington Marathon Co. (Belter). Also reported in an Atlas 

Co. (Domagalski). Reported from 15 additional block in Barron Co. (Hinz) and in Burnett 

counties, all more northern. (Nance), Door (the Lukes) and Oconto (the 

Smiths) Counties. The remaining 19 reporting 
2 7 counties were more southern. 

Carolina Wren.—The only report this sea- 
son was of a bird heard in Washington Co. June 
27 (Diehl). . 

Eastern Bluebird.—tt may be because less 
birders were traveling to multiple counties this 

Winter Wren.—Nested in Washington Co.; season, but the 37 counties total in which this 

reported to be one of the most prominent resi- _ species was recorded is somewhat lower than the 
dents in one bog there (Boldt, Domagalski). Ex- average for recent years.
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Swainson’s Thrush.—Stragglers were Blue-winged/Golden-winged hybrid.— 
noted in several locations in early June, latestin | A Lawrence’s Warbler was in Green Lake Co. July 
Milwaukee Co. June 7 (Korducki). The earliest 1 (Schultz). 
fall migrants appeared July 29 in Brown (Regan) 
and Portage (Berner) Counties. Other reports : 
came from Ashland Co. June 13 (C. Wood), Lin- _ Tennessee Warbler.—Noted in 6 southern 
coln Co. June 23 (Uttech), Oneida Co. June 24— Counties in early June, latest in Dane Co. June 7 

26 (the Fishers, Uttech) and Bayfield Co. July 10- _ (Burcar). Still in Douglas Co. June 10 (Johnson). 
16 (C. Wood). Birds in Florence Co. June 18 (Burcar) and Bay- 

field Co. July 7 (Frank) could have been summer 
residents. Fall migrants appeared in Washington 

Northern Mockingbird.—Reported from Co. July 19 and Dodge Co. July 26 (Domagalski). 

Door County June 15 (the Lukes) and Outaga- 

mie\Go; July'15 (Cochran). Nashville Warbler.—The latest straggler 
noted was in Trempealeau Co. June 7 (Robbins). 

Loggerhead Shrike.—Nested again in Sha- Fledged young in Green Lake Co. (Schultz). Re- 

wano Co., fledging several young (Peterson, Tes- ported from 25 counties overall. 
sen). There were no other reports. 

Northern Parula.—Still in Manitowoc Co. 
‘ . . June 2 (Sontag), Milwaukee Co. June 4 (Kor- 

4 HES oe Fee atest aaysas Au “ducki) and Burnett Co. June 8 (Robbins). Re- 
lw ilwaukee Co, and Governor d from 9 ies withi . 
Dodge State Park in Iowa Co. were heard and pored:trom 9.counttes within range 
sometimes seen by a number of observers. Also 
reported from Dane Co. June 12 (Hansen), Magnolia Warbler.—More than the usual 
Green Co. June 7 (Ashman) and Ozaukee Co. number of June reports in southern counties (6), 
June 18 (Uttech). the latest in Jefferson June 12 (Hale) and Mil- 

waukee June 14 (Korducki). Noted in 8 northern 

counties. 
Bell’s Vireo.—Noted in Dunn (Gamache), 

Grant (Belter, Peterson, Tessen), Iowa (Peter- . . 
son, Robbins, Tessen, T. Wood), La Crosse Cape May Warbler.—still in Milwaukee 
(Lesher) and Sauk (Ashman) Counties. Co. June 7 (Korducki). Noted in Douglas Co. 

through June 21 (Johnson) and in Vilas Co. 
through June 8 (Baughman) and on July 7 

Blue-headed Vireo.—Present June 1 in (Spahn). 

Grant Co. (Robbins) and June 2 in Washington 

Co. (Domagalski). The remaining 11 reporting 
5 hi Black-throated Blue Warbler.—One was 

ti s 
counties were within normal summer range still in Marathon Co. June 3 (Belter). Reported 

later in the season from Ashland, Bayfield, Door, 
Yellow-throated Vireo.—Atlas blocks in Forest, Menominee, Oneida and Vilas Counties. 

Bayfield Co. yielded this species on 9 occasions 
(C. Wood), and birds were noted in nearly all of Black-throated Green Warbler.—There 

the northernmost 2 tiers of counties in the state. were 7 reports from southern counties in June, 
seconded 1n:99 counties Uh as the latest in Washington Co. June 20 (Domagal- 

ski). This species has occasionally summered in 
: . . . . thern locations, but little is known about how 

Philadelphia Vireo.—still present in Mil- goul oe eae 
waukee Co. June 3 (Gustafson, Korducki). Frank frequently ‘thisiocours, A.bird in Walworth: Co. 

saw one well in Bayfield Co. July 10; see “By the July 3-7 was Uysal (Parsons) Reported from 
Wayside.” Noted in Atlas blocks in Bayfield Co, 4 counties within range. 
on 3 occasions (C. Wood); birds were observed 

defending a territory and carrying nesting ma- —_ Blackburnian Warbler.—The latest strag- 
terial. gler was noted in Milwaukee Co. June 5 (Kor- 

ducki). Recorded in 12 northern counties. 

Blue-winged Warbler.—Among the 19 re- 
porting counties, the most northern were Barron Yellow-throated Warbler.—Four observ- 
(Hinz), Marathon (Belter, Berner) and Oconto _ ers (Belter, Peterson, Tessen, T. Wood) found 

(the Smiths). this species in June at what seems to have become
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a regular summer location for it in Wyalusing Prairie Warbler—Ashman found a sing- 
State Park, Grant Co. ing male in Green Co. June 9. A single bird was 

in Portage Co. between June 27 and July 5 (Ber- 
ner). A bird was at the Schlitz Audubon Center, 

Pine Warbler—tThe only southern loca- Meee Go. through: much of June (Bently, 
. lucki, Tessen). 

tion reported was Waukesha Co. (Bontly), where 
this species is regular in the tall pines of the Ket- 
He Moraine State Forest. Noted in 20 counties Palm Warbler.—Considerably more re- 

. ports this season than usual. A bird in Milwaukee 
Co. June 3 provided the only June report from a 
southern county in many years (Bontly). A bird 

Kirtland’s Warbler.—After last year’s dis- in the Lukes’ bird bath in Door Co. on June 23 
covery of a bird in a Vilas Co. Atlas block, anum- was very unusual. Present again in the Dewey 
ber of observers covered the general area again Marsh, Portage Co. (Berner). Noted also in Ash- 
this year. Up to 2 singing males were found in _ land, Douglas, Oneida and Vilas Counties. Spahn 
the area by at least 8 observers. Portions of sev- reported that a number of Vilas Co. birds were 

eral of the accounts submitted that were ac- in upland habitat, rather than the largely open 
cepted by the Records Committee are in “By the bogs we normally expect them to occupy. 
Wayside.”’ In another location, U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Biologist John Trick searched 
some likely habitat in Marinette Co. and discov- Bay-breasted Warbler.—tingered until 
ered 3 singing males. Some excellent photo- June 5 in Milwaukee Co. (Korducki) and June 6 
graphs were obtained in both locations (Figure in Manitowoc Co. (Tessen). A female in Vilas Co. 

2). July 20 might have been a migrant (Baughman). 

oe 

. ea 

R a) 

Figure 2. Kirtland’s Warbler, Marinette County, Wisconsin (22 June 1997). Photo by Matthew 
Barber.
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Blackpoll Warbler.—More June reports _ this species in southern Wisconsin. As an exam- 
than in many years. Noted in Dane (Ashman), _ ple, Domagalski observes that breeding has been 
Milwaukee (Korducki) and Washington (Doma- confirmed in 11 of 13 Atlas blocks in the Wash- 

galski) Counties June 1-5. A singing male seen _ ington Co. area and further states that in these 
well in Brown Co. June 16 was very unusual (Re- areas, this species is the fourth most common 

gan). nesting warbler. Noted in 31 counties in all, most 
of them central and northern. 

Cerulean Warbler.—Single birds in Doug- 

las Co. June 10 (Johnson) and Oconto Co. June Hooded Warbler.—Present in Milwaukee 
13 (the Smiths) were unusual. Also noted in 9 Co. June 3 (Gustafson). Observers found this spe- 

southern counties. cies in these additional counties this summer: 
Grant, Iowa, Sauk, Walworth, Washington and 

Black-and-white Warbler-—still in il. Waukesha. 
waukee Co. June 7 (Korducki). As is often the 
case, there were reports after early June from a Wilson’s Warbler—Many more reports 

few southern I josanons, but most of the 26 re- than usual confirm a late migration for this spe- 
porting counties were in the central and north- Ges this year. Noted in no less than 8 counties in 
em part of the state. June, latest in Milwaukee June 9 (Bontly). 

Prothonotary Warbler.—Reported in Buf- ‘ 
falo, Dodge, Gene Greenilake ata leva Coun Canada Warbler.—very late migrants 

ties. (presumably) were in Dane Co. June 14 (Ash- 
man), Vernon Co. June 15 (Lesher) and Milwau- 

kee Co. June 20 (Korducki). Nested in Washing- 

Worm-eating Warbler.—Reports, presum- ton Co. (Noel Cutright fide Domagalski). Two 
ably of birds heard singing, came from Grant _ birds were present through the season in a ravine 

(Robbins, Tessen), Sauk (Peterson, Robbins, bordering Lake Michigan in Ozaukee Co. 

Tessen) and Waukesha (John Bielefeldt, 3 birds, (Boldt). Also noted in Waukesha Co. through 
fide Boldt) Counties. the season (Strelka). The remaining 14 report- 

ing counties were more northern. 

Northern Waterthrush.—sStill present in 
Milwaukee Co. June 5 (Bontly) and Sauk Co. Yellow-breasted Chat.—Nested in Green 

June 12 (Burcar). Nested in Washington Co. Co. (Ashman). Noted also in Dane (Ashman, Pe- 

(Boldt, Noel Cutright fide Domagalski). Also  terson), lowa (Tessen), Kenosha (T. Wood), Mil- 
noted in Dodge (Frank) and 15 central and waukee (Bontly) and Waushara (Schultz) Coun- 
northern counties. ties. 

Louisiana Waterthrush.—Reported as Western Tanager.—A bird that appeared 
nesting in Washington Co., amazingly within jn Washington Co. June 10 (the Roos family) 

sight of a breeding Northern Waterthrush (Noel constitutes only the second Wisconsin summer 
Cutright fide Domagalski). Also noted in Iowa record. It was seen well and photographed. Kor- 
(Robbins, Tessen), Sauk (several observers) and qucki’s search for it 2 days later found only the 
Portage (Berner) Counties. remains of a dead bird, but enough of it was left 

to reinforce the identification. Accepted by the 
Kentucky Warbler.—Noted in these coun- Records Committee. See “By the Wayside.” 

ties: Dane (Ashman), Grant (Belter, Robbins, 
Tessen), Green (Ashman) and Sauk (Burcar). Northern Cardinal. —Northernmost 

among the 30 reporting counties was Bayfield 
Connecticut Warbler.—Still in Milwaukee (Frank). Noted also in Barron (Hinz), Oconto 

Co. June 7 (Korducki). Also reported from Ash- (the Smiths) and Taylor (Rickert) Counties. 
land, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Forest, Oneida 
and Vilas Counties. 58, . . 

Dickcissel——Numbers of reporting counties 
(18) and of individuals were quite low this year, 

Mourning Warbler.—Atlas work should _ and birds did not appear in some areas until after 
help us document the degree of nesting sug- mid-June or even into July. The only reporting 
gested by fairly frequent summer observations of _ counties above the southernmost few tiers were
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Barron (Hinz), Dunn (Gamache) and Outaga- Dark-eyed Junco.—Noted, sometimes in 

mie (Tessen). good numbers, in Bayfield, Forest, Oneida and 

Vilas Counties. 

Clay-colored Sparrow.—Noted in 30 . 
counties scattered around most sections of the Yellow-headed Blackbird.—Zicbell 
state. Boldt confirmed nesting in 2 locations in counted 840 in Winnebago Co. June 22. Re- 
Ozaukee Co; he speculates that this species oc- _ ported from 18 counties in all. 
curs commonly along the Lake Michigan shore. 

Orchard Oriole.—Nested in Ozaukee Co. 
Field Sparrow.—Noted in Barron, Bay- (Frank, Uttech). Noted also in these counties: 

field, Door, Douglas, Forest, Oconto, Vilas and Brown (Regan), Columbia and Dane (Robbins), 
Washburn Counties, as well as in 25 more south- Iowa (Belter, Burcar, Peterson, Robbins, Tes- 
erm ones. sen), Milwaukee (Korducki, Zehner), Sauk (Tes- 

sen), and Trempealeau and Vernon (Lesher). 

Lark Sparrow.—Nested in Iowa Co.; 4 . 
were seen there July 8 (Ashman). Reported also Purple Finch.— Observed in 20 counties, 
in Dunn (Gamache) and Sauk (Burcar, Robbins, the most southern being Outagamie (June 24, 
Tessen) Counties. Tessen). 

Grasshopper Sparrow.—Noted in Barron House Finch.—Reported from 38 counties 
(Hinz), Oconto (Tessen) and Vilas (Spahn) in all, representing most parts of the state. 

Counties, as well as in 13 more southern ones. 

Red Crossbill.—One was in Portage Co. 
Henslow’s Sparrow.—Reported from Ke- July 9 (Berner). Noted also in Barron, Bayfield, 

waunee (Regan), Marathon (Belter, Robbins) Douglas, Florence, Oneida and Vilas Counties. 

and Shawano (Peterson) Counties. Also noted in 

10 more southern counties. White-winged Crossbill.—Present in 
Oneida Co. June 14 (T. Wood) and in Vilas Co. 

Le Conte’s Sparrow—Observers found at various times in June and July (Baughman, 

this species in these 7 counties: Ashland (C, SPahn). 
Wood, 8 pairs), Barron (Hinz), Burnett (Nance, 

Robbins), Douglas (Johnson, the LaValleys), Pine Siskin.—Relatively few reports, from 
Marathon (Belter, Robbins), Oneida (a number these counties: Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Doug- 
of observers) and Price (Warren). las, Forest, Oneida, Shawano and Vilas. 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow.—The CONTRIBUTORS 
only report came from Burnett Co. June 3 
(Nance). 7 = . 

Jim Anderson, Philip Ashman, Sylvia 

Lincoln’s Sparrow.—siill present in Wax. BAatbarich, Matthew Barber, Jim 
kesha Co. June | (Strelka) and in Milwaukee Co. Baughman, Dan Belter, Murray Ber- 
June 6 (Bontly). Present again this year in Dewey _ ner, Brian Boldt, Marilyn Bontly, David 
Marsh, Portage Co. (Berner). Noted also in Ash- 7 

land, Bayfield, Douglas, Forest, Lincoln, Mara- and Margaret Brasser, Kay Burcar, Da 
thon, Oneida and Vilas Counties. vid Cederstrom, Philip A. Cochran, 

Connie Decker, Marion Dehnart, Scott 

White-throated Sparrow.—still in Mil- Diehl, Bob Domagalski, Martin Evan- 
waukee Co. June 2 (Gustafson) and Dane Co. son, Joanne Faber, Bob and Karen 
June 7 (Burcar). Nested in Washington Co. ‘ a 
(Domagalski). The other 15 reports came from Fisher, John W. Fountain, Jim Frank, 
central and northern counties: Alan Gamache, Alta Goff, Dennis Gus- 

tafson, Karen Etter Hale, Ellen Han- 

White-crowned Sparrow.—a bird in Co- 8€0, Judy Haseleu, Janet Avis Hewitt, 
lumbia Co. June 1 was very late (Burcar). Stephanie Hinz, Robert D. Hughes,
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Robbye Johnson, Mark Korducki, and Karen Smith, Charles Sontag, Tom 
Laura and Steve LaValley, Fred Lesher, Soulen, Robert G. Spahn, Barbara R. 

Roy and Charlotte Lukes, William P. Stover, Jean M. Strelka, Peder Svingen, 

Mueller, Jeremy Nance, John O’Brien, Daryl Tessen, Tom Uttech, Dick Verch, 

James E. Otto, Patricia Parsons, Sandra Todd Warren, Jim Williams, Joan Wil- 

Pearson, Mark Peterson, Chuck Pet- liams, Christopher L. Wood, Thomas 

ters, Steve Petznick, Mary Jean Raile, C. Wood, Norma Zehner, Tom Ziebell. 

Bill Reardon, John Regan, Joan Rick- Thomas K. Soulen 
ert, Sam Robbins, the Roos family, 1725 West Eldridge Avenue 
Thomas Schultz, Susan Seefeld, Jerry St. Paul, MN 55113 

50 Years Ago in The Passenger Pigeon 

With the field work past the half way point for the Wisconsin Breeding 
Bird Atlas, we should remember those in the past who contributed mightily 

to our knowledge of bird nests and eggs. Probably Wisconsin’s premier nest 
finder of all time, Carl Richter, presented a paper entitled “Breeding Birds 
of Oconto County” at the annual convention in 1947 in Green Bay. His 

address is presented in this issue. 
Richter discusses March nesters, Great Horned Owl and Canada (Gray) 

Jay, and those nesting in April, including woodcock, (prairie) Horned Lark, 

Bald Eagle, Barred Owl, the crossbills, and several hawks. Richter continues 

recounting nesting phenology of species breeding through the summer. He 
concludes with the late nesters, both species of cuckoos, Indigo Bunting, 

and American Goldfinch. 
Included in the article are pictures of Richter with a Yellow Rail nest 

taken on May 27, 1929. In another picture, the nest and eggs of Bonaparte’s 

Gull at the mouth of the Oconto River are shown on the rotted end of a 
wooden piling located four feet above the water’s surface. 

The article concludes with a challenge to Wisconsin birders. “And, now, 

as an added bit of stimulation for the host of bird students present, we have 
a species of which no mention is made in literature on Wisconsin birds, 

nesting with us. Not only has this bird been found (personally) to nest in 
Oconto County, but in two adjoining counties as well. What is it? Well, it 
is something for you ornithologists to ‘ferret out’ on your own; and perhaps 
in doing so, other discoveries may be made.” 

I don’t know what species Richter was talking about. (Excerpts from Vol- 
ume 10(1), 1948)
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“By the Wayside” 

Observations are reported documenting sightings of Anhinga, 

Tricolored Heron, Jaeger sp., Iceland Gull, Lesser Black-backed 

Gull, Arctic Tern, Philadelphia Vireo, Kirtland’s Warbler and 

Western Tanager. 

ANHINGA (Anhinga anhinga) 18 July 1997, Thunder Lake, Oneida 

County—On this, my second trip to 
Thunder Lake, I began to scope from 

6 July 1997, Thunder Lake, Oneida the south boat landing and almost im- 

County—Arriving at Thunder Lake mediately saw a dark bird in flight. Un- 

Marsh before 6:30, a Le Conte’s Spar- fortunately, it was a cormorant, but 
row was heard singing as I drove to the provided a good comparison for the 

north boat landing of Thunder Lake. _ pext birds. A dark bird was seen on the 
It was cloudy with a little drizzle end- large rock, where others had seen the 

ing. After an unproductive 20+ min-  Anhingas. Just after adjusting my scope 

utes scanning the lake (only pelicans to 60x, another dark bird was seen 

and several duck species, Osprey and _ gliding past like the one on the rock. I 
Bald Eagles could be located) the sun _ only watched the gliding bird a few sec- 
came out. On a last scan of the lake two onds before it disappeared along the 
dark birds were discovered sunning shore. During that time, I was able to 
themselves on a snag along the west see the bird was very dark, cormorant- 

shore. The longer, fan-shaped tail; sized, but with a long neck, long tail, 
black body color; whitish (silvery) wing and sharp pointed bill. I didn’t have 

patches; long neck with along pointed, _ time to check for all the traits (such as 
yellowish bill could be seen. After light back feathers), but the view was 

watching the pair of Anhingas for sev- from the side anyways. The brief view 
eral minutes I started calling people on emphasized in my mind the profile 
the car phone. The Spahns arrived and and long wings (like a cross) with the 

we discovered the birds had flown to neck straight out and little indication 

the boulder (where the pelicans where the head was (head almost as 

rested) far out in the lake. At this time _ slim as neck). 

the buffy neck and breast of the female Meanwhile, the bird on the rock was 

could be seen. When we left, the birds fairly active, partially due to a nearby 

were still sitting on the boulder.—Daryl canoeist. The bird was blackish, cor- 

Tessen, Appleton. morant-sized, but with a very slim neck 
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which was quite long, a narrow head quite visible. It was significantly longer 

(not much thicker than the neck), and than the tail of the birds on the left. 

a long, sharply pointed bill. Both head The fact that the boulder was a light 
and bill shape reminded me more ofa tan color made the dark shapes and 
heron. The long, fan-shaped tail was _ proportions easier to see. 

seen several times as the bird moved This fortunate sighting provided an 
around. Several times the wings were excellent opportunity to compare and 
partially opened and pale feathers contrast the two species.—Janet Avis 
could be seen on the upper wings and Hewitt and John W. Fountain, Iola. 
sides of the back. (Exact colors were 

hard to determine because even 5 July 1997, Thunder Lake, Oneida 

though the sun was mostly behind me, County—Having just set up the scope 
it was very bright, reflecting off the on a Bald Eagle right of the boat 

bird.) launch for a family of nonbirders, I 
After about 10 minutes, the bird flew _ picked up a pair of birds ona log along 

from the rock, behind the island, then shore (jutting out over the water) 

back towards me, eventually disappear- about 300 yards left and swung the 
ing in a bay to the southeast. In flight, scope to them to show them quickly an 
which was fairly rapid with some glides ‘‘immature and adult cormorant.”’ 
interspersed, the long neck out- Then I went on to scope the ducks and 

stretched, small head and long straight found the pelicans as noted on accom- 

pointed bill, and longer wider tail were _ panying report. 

easily noted.—Dennis Gustafson, New Suddenly it hit that those ‘‘cormo- 
Berlin. rants’ weren’t right for shape and the 

color and cutoff of the ‘‘immature.”’ 

11 July 1997, Thunder Lake, Oneida Looking very carefully and zooming to 

County—We stopped at the south boat up to 45+ X (too little light to gain 

landing and both looked with binocu- much at 60X), we studied the two 
lars, checking the large rock west of us. birds. Both were perched basically 
We both immediately recognized that breast to us with slight view of the left 
the two birds on the right side of the _ side, none of back. Immediately, both 

rock were different than the two on the _ were shaped wrong for cormorant, too 

left side. The birds were all facing SSW. skinny and long, thin-necked. Both 
We quickly set up the scope and had longish, thin, sharply pointed yel- 

could see the two birds on the left were _low-orange bills. 

cormorants. The two on the right had The one bird at the time we called 

longer, thinner necks. The bills were adult or subadult was basically all black 
straight, longer and thinner than the to our view, except the bill and some 

cormorant bills. The bills were notice- naked facial area, plus it had a couple 

ably lighter in color than the orange of _ of white streaks along the front side of 

the two on the left. The bird on the far _ the lower neck and breast. Now after 

right had a light colored neck. The consulting my guides I would call this 

light coloring ended abruptly at the an adult male with white, breeding sea- 
breast. This bird stood up and turned _ son neck plumes. 

slightly (further SW), partially extend- The second bird was similar in size 

ing its wings. From this view the tail was and shape, but the head, neck and
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breast we could see was light, near rior landfill area. As I scanned the lake 
white on the throat to buffy brown on from the end of the point, a large bird 
the neck and breast, cutting off very came in from open water and began 

sharply, then the rest of the visible un- _ pursuit of a gull. 
der parts black. This was the first basic, A short series of airborne parries en- 
wrong-color pattern which said, sued. From the behavior of the bird 

“whoa, not cormorant.’ Observing and configuration of the tail, with a fin- 

further, the tails of the birds, black be- ger of longer feather protruding from 
low to our view, appeared long and __ the tail proper, I believed I was watch- 

rounded, too long for cormorant. ing a jaeger. The bird in question was 

Again, I earlier thought the second _ slightly smaller than the gull involved, 

bird an immature (probably, clinging and more sleekly built. It was a power- 
to the cormorant idea). NowI consider ful flyer. I watched the initial approach 

it an adult female Anhinga.—Robert G. with 8 42 Bausch and Lomb binocu- 
Spahn, Webster, New York. lars. I had a spotting scope standing be- 

side me, a Swarovski AT80 with 20- 

TRICOLORED HERON (Egretta tricolor) power lens. I switched to the scope 

once I realized what I was watching. 
15 June 1997, Horicon Marsh—First The subject bird gave me clean looks 

noticed small heron while using bin- coming and going and in side profile 
oculars. Looked to be about 2 ft. long. at a distance of 300 to 400 feet with the 
Heron stretched neck and we could sun behind me. It was a pale-form jae- 
clearly see white along front of neck ger, dark on top, light to white on the 

and breast. Set up scope and then bottom, the light color interrupted 

could see bill was blue-gray with black abruptly by a dark band which girdled 
tip. Back was cinnamon colored. Legs _ the lower portion of the bird’s breast. 
were bluish-gray. Wings were slate-blue This breast band began at a point ap- 
as was the rest of neck and head. Could proximately below the leading edge of 
not see eye color.—Sandra Pearson, Pe- the wing. The head was darkly capped. 
waukee; Marion Dehnart, Horicon. The dark portions of the bird were 

evenly colored; there was no indication 
JAEGER SP. (Stercorarius sp.) of banding or mottling one might see 

in juveniles of any of the three jaeger 
2 June 1997, Superior County—On 2 species. 

June 1997, following a morning of After about 30 to 45 seconds, the 

birding on the Minnesota side of the subject bird abandoned pursuit of the 
Duluth-Superior harbor, I drove to the gull and began flying parallel with the 
end of Wisconsin Point. I reached the beach toward the landfill cliff. I lost 
channel at approximately 1 p.m. The _ sight of it. I drove to the gull loafing 
day was bright, the lake in full sun, the area beneath the cliff and spent an- 

wind moderate. Bird activity was at a other long hour trying unsuccessfully 

minimum except for an occasional to relocate the bird. 
Ring-billed Gull patrolling the shore. A I determined the bird to be an adult 

large concentration of gulls, possibly Parasitic Jaeger. I have seen these birds 

thousands, was loafing upshore, be- many times on three trips to Alaska as 
neath the cliff that bounds the Supe- well as on several pelagic birding trips
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off the coast of California—Jim Wil- a Herring Gull and a Ring-billed Gull. 
liams, Webster. Much smaller than an adult Great 

Black-backed Gull, which was also in 

ICELAND GULL (Larus glaucoides) the area. Head and underparts were 

pure white. The mantle was slate gray, 
11-17 July 1997, Manitowoc County— not the black of the Great Black- 

The Iceland Gull was ... a first year backed, with a tinge of brown in the 
bird that was obviously larger than wings. Wing tips extended beyond the 
Ring-billed Gulls it was standing with tail feathers and were black in color 
but smaller than the Herring Gulls and, thus, much darker than the slate 

found in the area. The bird was found gray mantle. Legs were bright yellow. 
on four separate noon-hour walks into The yellow bill was a much more bright 
Silver Creek Park and always standing yellow than the faded yellow of the 
on the shore at the mouth of Silver Herring and Ring-billed. A bright red- 

Creek. The bird was buffy colored and dish spot at distal end of lower man- 
mottled. Toward the end of the obser- _ dible—Robert C. Domagalski, Menomo- 

vation time the primaries on the right nee Falls. 

side were almost all missing. The head 

was critically examined revealing a 18 June 1997, Two Rivers, Manitowoc 

dark bill, light only at its base and a County—I was heading north along the 
dark iris. The ‘smallish’? head was Lake Michigan shoreline, just south of 

rounded in its appearance, more simi- _ the Lighthouse Inn in Two Rivers, 

lar to the Ring-billed Gulls in general when I saw a dark-backed gull standing 
shape. The lores were dark, accenting along the beach with about 50 other 
the eye area. The primaries when pres- gulls. This gull had a coal-black back, 
ent were light as were the tail feathers, the same color as a Great Black-backed 

but without distinct barring. Interest- Gull, which I at first thought this bird 
ingly, the undertail/belly appeared was. This bird was about the same 

barred. The uppertail coverts were height as the nearby Herring Gulls and 
mottled. The rest of the feathering was did not tower above them, as Great 

mottled with light tan, and gave a_ Black-backed Gulls do. The bill was yel- 
“patchy” appearance where new feath- low with a red spot near the end of the 
ering was beginning to emerge. The lower mandible. The size and shape of 
feet were dark grayish-pink. The bird, _ the bill was nearly identical to those of 

along with the Ring-billed Gulls, was the nearby Herring Gulls. The head, 
easily approached and would permit neck, and breast were white-colored. 
bathing children in the area to engage The tail was also white. The bird was 
in activity, retreating only when they just below the top of the sand line 

got too close.—Charles Sontag, Manito- when it started walking closer to me. 

woe. When the legs came into view, they 

were yellow. When the gulls flew 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL shortly after that the yellow legs and 

(Larus fuscus) feet could clearly be seen. Shortly after 

this, the bird disappeared behind the 

6 July 1997, Sheboygan County—A sin- Lighthouse Inn and could not be re- 
gle bird, intermediate in size between located.— Mark Peterson, Caroline.



ARCTIC TERN (Sterna paradisaea) the base to the tip of the wing. The 
Common Terns showed somewhat 

8 June 1997, Sheboygan County—A _ shorter tails than this, while some adult 
medium-sized adult Sterna tern in al- Forster’s were similar. The wings 
ternate plumage. The upper wing was _ looked slightly slimmer than did the 
unmarked gray, slightly paler on the Common Terns’ wings. The head and 
primaries. All secondaries were nar- _ bill did not project as far forward of the 
rowly tipped white, producing a thin wings as did the heads of the two other 

trailing edge to the wing. The tail was _ species. This was due both to a slightly 
strikingly and disproportionately long, shorter neck, and to a slightly shorter 

at least twice as long as the distance bill, though the latter difference was 
from the tip of the bill to the nape. The —_ minimal. The flight was distinctly more 
tips of the longest rectrices appeared buoyant than in Common Terns. The 

to wave or move independently of the Arctic Tern bounded up and down 
rest of the tail. Additionally, the fork more as it flapped than did the Com- 

was very deep. The belly, breast and mon Terns, and did more dips down 
throat were medium gray, contrasting toward the water than did the Com- 

noticeably with the paler underwings. mons. 

A white slash was present between the The Arctic Tern was full adult and 

black cap and gray underparts. From _ had a clean black cap that was sharply 
below most primaries were tipped demarcated from the white face and 
black, producing a narrow, sharply de- neck. The bill was similar in length to 

fined dark trailing edge to the outer the head, or was slightly shorter. The 

part of the wing which tapered toafine bill appeared to be fairly uniform in 
point towards the inner primaries. Also color, though with a slight darkening 
from below the primaries appeared to _ at the very tip. It appeared completely 
glow bright white when backlit. The dark in some lights, though when the 

bill color could not be ascertained due _ bird turned completely sideways to us 
to the brightness of the afternoon sun, or faced directly towards us, it could be 

but it did appear uniform and not bi- seen to be entirely dark red, without 
colored. We never saw the bird stand- _ the extensive black tip shown by Com- 
ing or resting. The flight was graceful mon and Forster’s Terns. The red 
and agile as the bird moved back and __ color was distinctly darker and less or- 
forth over the water. It dove twice while ange than in a Common Tern. 
we watched, the first time successfully The back and wings were whitish to 

catching a small fish.—Robert D. pearly gray with a distinctly frosty ap- 
Hughes, Chicago, IL. pearance. The outer wingtips were es- 

pecially frosty and were somewhat 
8 June 1997, Sheboygan Harbor, She- whiter than the inner wings. The very 

boygan County—The overall impression _ tip of the outer primaries was slightly 
given by the tern was of a long-tailed darker gray, but this was a very re- 

Sterna with a buoyant flight. The tail stricted mark. There was no visible 
was noticeably longer than that of a wedge of gray in the inner primaries. 

Common Tern. It appeared to be From below, the wings showed a sharp 

about the same length from the base black trailing edge to the primaries 
of the wing to the tip of the tail as from that was both thin and of even thick-
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ness from the tip of the wing to the in- Vireo singing in the same tree. It too 
nermost primaries. The primaries were flew away, but my eye caught the move- 
very translucent when viewed from be- ment of yet another bird up there. For- 
low, showing pale wing window bor- tunately this aspen was sparsely-leaved 
dered by the black trailing edge and and separate from the surrounding 
the wing linings, and interrupted by a canopy. Thus the vision was incredibly 
thin streak at each point where the fortuitous as I put my binoculars on yet 
feathers overlapped. another vireo, with no wing bars, but a 

The tail was a bit longer than in a yellowish wash to the upper breast. The 
Common Tern, as noted above, and partial dark eye line was shorter than 

was deeply forked. It was distinctly that of a Red-eyed. Though there was 
whiter than in a Common Tern, and a faded white ‘‘eyebrow,”’ there was no 

there did not appear to be any grayish black line separating the ‘‘eyebrow” 
color to the inner rectrices. I could not from the green-brown cap. The back 

see a black border to the outer tail was similarly green-brown. The yellow 
feathers, though Bob Hughes said he _ wash of the upper breast was almost in- 
could see a very thin border. The pho- apparent as it faded up on the throat 
tographs do show this border, at least and belly—but these areas still didn’t 

on the inner half of the outer feathers. look white like they are on a Red-eyed. 
The underparts, from the vent tothe The bill was dark and heavier than a 

chin, were a smoky grayish color. This warbler beak. The foraging pace was 

was darker than the back, but was not _ the patient, plodding pace of vireo, not 

obviously darker than the underparts _ the incessant flitting, hopping of a war- 
color of a Common Tern. The whitish bler (a warbler may make 4-5 move- 
face contrasted clearly with the grayish ments for every one of a vireo). The 
invading the throat and chin, and the _ bird moved along maintaining a good 
tail also contrasted very clearly with this visualization angle for me as I waited 
gray color. excitedly for it to find food. My good 

The tern never landed while we were fortune finally ran out as it disap- 
watching it, so we could not see the leg peared into a denser clump of leaves 
color or length.—John O’Brien, Chicago, (at least at the angle I viewed it) and 

IL. was undetectable for a minute or more. 

It burst out of this vegetation and flew 

PHILADELPHIA VIREO SSW up to some birches and maples on 

(Vireo philadelphicus) a hill above this swale—perhaps 75 

yards away. I could not get enough of a 
10 July 1997, Bayfield County—I wish look at the bird as it flew away from me 

I could claim some auditory skill or to see if it was carrying food. It did not 
something to explain why I found this _ reappear in the ensuing 45 minutes.— 
bird. I stopped, I think, because I James C. Frank, Mequon. 

heard a Yellow-throated Vireo singing 
as I drove down the road. In any case, KIRTLAND’S WARBLER 
I was watching a Yellow-throated Vireo (Dendroica kirtlandii) 

up in a 40 ft. Quaking Aspen and was 
able to see it grab a caterpillar and fly 22 June 1997, 6 July 1997, Vilas 

off with it. I then noted the Red-eyed  County—I arrived at the jack pine stand
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in northern Vilas county around 6:00 ning of 6/25, I could hear a Kirtland’s 

A.M. I drove the sand road into the calling from 50-75 yds. to the north- 
stand. Nashvilles, Palms, Yellow- east in the middle of a 15 ft. jack pine 

rumpeds could be heard plus Clay-col- plantation. Paired chup-chup, chup- 

ored Sparrows, Hermit Thrushes and chup (rising), chup-wheedle-eee (ris- 

juncos. Nearing the open areal heard ing from the second paired notes). It 
the first bird calling to the west—quite _ was a rather loud song for such a small 
a distance west. Stopped the car as I _ bird. The song was repeatedly heard as 
was “‘cursing’”’ a Clay-colored that was _ the bird moved inconspicuously in the 
masking the song when a second bird _jack pines. With no success the first 20 
sang right next to me. Exiting the car minutes, I found an opening in the 
the second bird was discovered feeding jack pines, moved into a vantage point 
and singing in a jack pine right next to there and waited for the ever-moving 
me. The back was blue/gray with black bird to present itself. The frustration 

stripes. The breast was yellow with the continued as I was 15-20 feet from the 
black streaks along the sides. There was bird—but only pines were in my vision. 
a blackish mask with a partial eye-ring. After singing awhile it suddenly was 
Occasionally it would jerk its tail. The heard 20-30 yds. away again. I never 
bird fed and watched me for a few min- _ saw it move from the spot. It finally did 

utes, disappeared and shortly thereaf- fly into view and land in a jack pine 

ter reappeared for another few min- allowing me a brief view, limited to the 
utes. It then flew across the road and body, but not the head or tail. In this 

sang incessantly as it marked its terri- view, a yellow breast, gray back and 

tory on the east side. I stayed for about wings, and bold black streaks on the 
an hour listening to the two birds and _ flanks were evident. It again moved on, 
also enjoying the other local birds... giving no further look that evening. Its 
On July 6 heard the bird briefly to the _ overall size was similar to the Chipping 
east around 9:20.—Daryl Tessen, Sparrow nearby, smaller than the 
Appleton. White-throated Sparrow and much 

larger than a Nashville Warbler also 
19 June 1997, Vilas County—I heard _ seen nearby. 

birds singing first. Upon further inves- The next morning, two birds were 

tigation I observed (up to 3 feet) one heard singing; the second bird didn’t 

of the singing males. Bird had yellow have a fifth chup sound, just the first 

throat and breast with some black two pairs of ‘“‘chups’’ and the wheedle- 
streaking on sides. Back was grayish- eee, rising in scale as the other bird. 
brown. Did observe some white around Another 30 minutes of frustration fol- 
eye. Also bird did jerk tail occasionally. lowed, trying to get a look at the sec- 

Bird’s call was loud and distinct. BirdI ond bird. It too remained very vocal, 
observed was very tame. It spent most very actively moving around, but stay- 
of its time lower in trees, but singing ing too low in the pines to be even 
almost constantly.—Bill Reardon, Eagle glimpsed. It finally came close enough 

River. to allow a good look. The gray head 

was accented by black lores and a black 
25 and 26 July 1997, Vilas County— ‘‘whisker.”” The dark eye had a white 

Upon stepping out of my car the eve- eye-ring—broken at 3 and 9 o’clock by
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black. The gray back had black feathers _ and belly with dark streaking on flanks; 
with gray edges, creating a scalloped ef- whitish buff undertail coverts; light but 
fect. I can’t say the wing bars, as the not strongly prominent wing bars. Fre- 

field guides suggest, were very appar- quent tail pumping behavior.—James 

ent. The tail and rump were also gray. E. Baughman, Eagle River. 
The yellow breast extended up to the 
chin and to the belly, turning white on WESTERN TANAGER 

the undertail coverts. The black flank (Piranga ludoviciana) 

streaks were restricted to the side of 

the breast, flanks, with a trace of black 12 June 1997, Colgate, Washington 
marks on the side of the chin. The legs | County—When I arrived at the Roos 
were dark. Having given me a decent residence I learned that the Western 

look, the bird, as if to say the “‘game”” Tanager that had spent the two previ- 

was over, climbed into the top of the ous days in their yard had met an un- 
jack pine and sang several times in full _ timely end. The bird had attempted to 
sun—in full view.—James C. Frank, roost in a rocky crevice but had been 

Mequon. killed and consumed by a predator. 
The ground was littered with lemon- 

20 June 1997, Vilas County—The yellow breast feathers, a few red-orange 
adult male Kirtland’s Warblers were feathers and black tail feathers. The 
heard singing their distinctive, loud, wings were nearly intact. The black 

clear song in this location. Both ob- wings showed the diagnostic yellow 
served in dense jack pine about 5-10 shoulder patch and yellowish-white 
ft. tall. Blue-gray head, nape and back; wing bar. I learned that the bird was 
incomplete white eye-ring with black- able to fly but had spent the two pre- 
ish loral area and edge of throat vious two days on or near the 
(whisker line). Yellowish throat, breast | ground.—Mark Korducki, Milwaukee.



WSO Records Committee Report—Summer 

1997 

by Jim Frank 

"Tienrone documentations of nine _ than the neck); a narrow, pointed, yel- 
different species were reviewed by lowish bill (instead of a blunter, 

the WSO Records Committee for the hooked beak); a longer fan-shaped tail 

summer 1997 season. Twenty reports than a cormorant; and whitish plum- 

were accepted for an acceptance rate age on the back and shoulders. One of 

of 95%. An additional report from the _ the birds had a lighter brown throat, 
summer of 1996 was also reviewed and neck, and upper breast compared to 

accepted. Observers were notified of the black throat and breast of the 

committee decisions by postcard in the _ other, suggesting them to be pair. 

case of accepted reports and by per- Coupled with two reports from 

sonal letter in the case of reports not spring 1997, observers should continue 

accepted. to watch carefully among the numerous 

Additional information on recent cormorants for a rare Anhinga. Also be 
Glaucous-winged Gull records in Wis- cautioned that cormorants do soar, a 

consin is also presented. trait too often attributed only to An- 
hingas. Detailed looks at the head, 

ACCEPTED neck, tail, and back are required to dis- 
tinguish the two species. 

Anhinga— 
#97-062 Oneida Co., 5 July 1997, Tricolored Heron— 

Spahn; 6 July 1997, Tessen; #97-063 Dodge Co., 15 June 1997, Pear- 
11 July 1997, Hewitt, Foun- son, Dehnert. 

tain; 18 July 1997, Gustaf- The identification was based on the 

son. bird being a small heron (perhaps 2 
Two dark, cormorant-like birds were feet tall), the body being dark blue- 

seen in flight and resting on rocks. The _ gray, the lower back showing a cinna- 
distinguishing characteristics included mon color, but most importantly a con- 

a longer, thinner neck than a cormo- _ trasting white lower breast. White was 

rant, a head not much different than also apparent on the “‘front’’ of the 
the neck in width (instead of thicker neck. The bill was blue-gray, with a 

99
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darker tip. The legs were also blue- Arctic Tern— 

gray. This is the second consecutive #97-068 Sheboygan Co., 8 June 1997, 

summer record from Dodge Co. Hughes, O’Brien (photos). 

This report was supported by several 

Laughing Gull— close-up photographs of the bird in 

#97-072 Manitowoc Co., 13 June 1997, flight. The gray neck and breast con- 

Sontag. trasted with the white area on the 
#97-065 Milwaukee Co., 4 July 1997, T. cheek and the black cap (though Com- 

Wood. mon Terns can appear to have this 

In direct comparison to Ring-billed contrast as well). The bill was felt to be 
Gulls, this bird was noted to be slightly uniformly red, but this was not felt to 

smaller. The mantle was darker gray be a certainty by the observers, one of 
than any of the other gull species and them seeing a slightly darkened tip, 
the head had a dark hood, but it was markedly less dark-tipped than the 
not completely molted in. Ithadadark Common Terns though. Of signifi- 
gray mantle, with black wing tips, but cance was the extremely long, deeply- 
no white spots. The long, dark bill was _ forked tail, the outer rectrices exhibit- 

drooped at the tip. The rump and the ing a narrow, darker gray outer edge 

tail were white. The characteristic (instead of a heavy, dark outer edge of 

“laughing”’ call was also noted, being a Common Tern). The trailing edge of 
the initial reason the observer noted the primaries was narrow and black 

the bird to be present. (again contrasting to a heavier, black 

The Milwaukee Co. bird had amore trailing edge in both Common and 

complete black hood, the bill de-  Forster’s Terns). Finally, the translu- 

scribed as dark red, with a drooped tip, _ cent area of the backlit underwing cov- 

and a broken white eye-ring in addi- ered most of the underwing surface 
tion to the previously described field (instead of being restricted to a small 

marks. area of the outer secondaries and in- 

ner primaries as in Common Terns or 

Lesser Black-backed Gull— exhibiting almost no translucence as in 

#97-066 Manitowoc Co., 18 June 1997, Forster’s Terns). 

Peterson. 

#97-067 Sheboygan Co., 6 July 1997, Philadelphia Vireo— 
Domagalski. #97-069 Bayfield Co., 10 July 1997, 

Similar in size to nearby Herring Frank. 

Gulls, the Manitowoc Co. bird stood Reported was a drab vireo, gray- 

out because of the coal-gray mantle. white on the underparts, green-gray on 
The legs and feet were yellow, the bill the back and crown. The black eye line 
yellow with a red gonydeal spot. The was shorter than that of a Red-eyed 
mantle of the Sheboygan Co. bird was Vireo and this bird lacked the black 
described as slate-gray, not black as the _ line between the light eyebrow and the 
wingtips were. The second bird was felt green-gray cap that a Red-eyed would 

to be intermediate in size between ad- exhibit. There was a decided yellow 
jacent Herring and Ring-billed Gulls, wash to the upper breast that dissi- 

also exhibiting the yellow color of the pated toward the lower breast and 

feet, legs, and bill. throat. Vocalization was not noted on
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this day. On a subsequent day, singing Western Tanager— 
may have been detected, but visual #97-052 Pierce Co., 17 May 1997, Hew- 

contact did not coincide with this. itt. 

Breeding activity could not be con- #97-071 Washington Co., 10 June 1997, 
firmed. There have been no previous Roos (photos); 12 June 1997, 

summer records of Philadelphia Vireos Korducki (dead specimen). 

in Wisconsin. As many as five have Adult male birds were reported from 

been reported, but documentation has feeder situations. A basically yellow 
not yet been submitted from Breeding _ bird with black wings, back, and tail was 
Bird Atlas work in Bayfield Co. and described. A yellow shoulder patch and 
Burnett Co. in 1997. yellow wing bar were also noted. The 

red face was very striking. The bill was 
grayish with the heavier build of a tan- 

Kirtland’s Warbler— ager, without the length or sharp point 
#97-070 Vilas Co., 19 June 1997, Rear- of an oriole’s beak. 

don; 20 June 1997, Baugh- 

man; 22 June 1997, Tessen; Nort ACCEPTED 
25, 26 June 1997, Frank; 26 

June 1997, Fisher, Fisher. Parasitic Jaeger— 

#96-080 Vilas Co., 1 July 1996 Baugh- 497-064 Douglas Co., 2 June 1997. 
man. Described was ‘‘pale-form jaeger,” 

Two male birds were present at this dark dorsally, white ventrally with a 
location, one being banded on 3 July. dark lower breast band. There was no 

A larger than average warbler was de- indication of mottling to the brown 

scribed wagging its tail high in the jack coloration of the back or breast band. 
pines. It had a bright yellow chin, The cap was dark brown. ‘‘A finger of 

throat, and upper belly, but a white longer feathers’’ protruded from the 

lower belly and undertail coverts. Gray _ tail. The jaeger was smaller and sleeker 
streaks were apparent only on the sides than the gull it chased, but it isn’t 

of the breast and the blue gray upper- clearly indicated that it was a Ring- 
parts had darker streaking along the _pilled Gull used for size comparison. 
back. A split, white eye-ring contrasting The length and shape of the central 

with an all dark face was also noted. rectrices were not described beyond 
The gray wings had very thin, indistinct the fact that they were longer than the 

white wing bars. The song was a rather tail proper. The limited (less than a 

loud, rising series of four low-pitched minute) observation time and distance 
“chups’’ followed by a higher pitched (100 to 150 yards) did not permit eval- 

“‘chup-wheedle-eee.’’ Some observers uation of whether the dark cap paled 
likened the overall quality to a North- toward the bill (as in a Parasitic) or was 
ern Waterthrush song, but the song as- evenly dark (as in a Pomarine). 

cended the scale rather than de- Though a Parasitic Jaeger is more com- 
scended the scale. monly seen in Wisconsin, and more 

(Another report of this species from _ probable from the description, the spe- 

Marinette Co. also occurred, but docu- _ cies identification isn’t a certainty from 

mentation has not been submitted this report. This individual is accepted 
yet.) as ‘‘Jaeger species.”
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Kenn Kaufman’s book Advanced _ the three felt it to be within the normal 
Birding was a significant reference for range of variation for this species, the 
the committee in this instance. others feeling it was a bit paler than 

usual, especially the head. The other 
two observers could not suggest any 

ADDENDUM other hybrid combination that it would 
fit better, however. 

HE phowerphe GE Ene Go Tecent The WSO Records Committee 
Caucousstinged Janus reo would like to thank Bill Tweit, Dennis 

o ary Paulson, and Steve Mlodinow for their 
from Manitowoc Co. in March of 1997 ‘ 5 

‘ analysis of these photos. It is very much 
have been examined by 3 members of appreciated 
the state of Washington Records Com- PP , 
mittee. Their determination was that WSO and the Records Committee 

the adult bird from Ozaukee Co. wasa would like to thank Robbye Johnson 

“classic adult Glaucouswinged Gull for 5 years of dedicated service. Her 
with no evidence of intergradation or thoughtful deliberations on the intri- 

hybridization.” Since they feel that this cacies of field identification will be 
species in the lower 48 states exhibits missed on the committee. Joining the 
evidence of intergradation throughout 1998 committee of Randy Hoffman, 

its range, “‘our bird” is probably of Ca-_Je¢f Baughman, Janine Polk, and Jim 
nadian or Alaskan origin. Frank will be Dennis Gustafson. 

The first-year bird from Manitowoc 
Co. is identified as a first-year Glau- Jim Frank 
cous-winged Gull, though only one of WSO Records Committee, Chair
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In Memoriam 

John T. Emlen, Jr. 1908-1997 
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Y° even the wood thrushes sang. They added their voices to those of appre- 

ciative family members and friends at John Emlen’s memorial service follow- 

ing John’s death on November 9, 1997. 

Germantown, Pennsylvania was home base from his birth in 1908 until his 

college years at Haverford College (B.S., 1931) and Cornell University (Ph.D., 

1934). He was birding by age 12, attending meetings of the Delaware Valley 

Ornithological Club at 14, publishing notes in The Auk by 19, and accompanying 

Witmer Stone and Stuart Danforth on expeditions to the Caribbean when he 

was 20. 

Shortly after John’s marriage to Virginia Merritt in 1934, home base shifted 
to Madison, Wisconsin. This brought him into contact with Aldo Leopold while 

working with the U.S. Bureau of Biological Survey. The Madison stay was inter- 
rupted by a teaching opportunity at the University of California at Davis, and by 
a wartime project of rat control with the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and 

Public Health in Baltimore, Maryland. 

With Madison as home base from 1946 on, he taught zoology to hundreds of 
UW-Madison students in introductory and advanced classes, and trained over 60 

students in Masters’ and Doctoral programs. Many of these students learned bird 
banding techniques both on campus and at the Cedar Grove Ornithological 

Station at Cedar Grove. He wrote articles for The Passenger Pigeon dealing with 

Cliff Swallows, Ring-billed Gulls, and Dickcissels. Of particular interest to John 
were the problems of obtaining accurate measurements of bird populations. He 

103



104 In Memoriam 

worked at developing workable standards before the Breeding Bird Survey began 
in 1966, and remained a keen student of this throughout retirement years. 

He maintained an active interest in the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, 
serving as president in 1955-56. In 1967, WSO awarded him the Golden Passen- 

ger Pigeon Award. The citation read, in part: ‘‘Our recipient has shown himself 
to be a warm human being with a mischievous sense of humor, and with a critical 

mind that is a delight to young and old alike . .. His complete dedication to the 
facts of science has long been balanced by a remarkably calm and generous 
personality.” 

Other awards have come his way. He served as vice-president of the American 

Ornithologists’ Union (AOU), president of the Wilson Ornithological Society, 

and chairman of the Animal Behavior Section of the American Association for 

the Advancement of Science. In 1973 he received the Elliot Coues Award from 
the AOU. 

Radiating from home base in Madison, motivated by research, supervision of 

students and love for travel, the Emlens traveled in all directions. Health prob- 

lems from 1965 on threatened to curtail this, but John continued to work and 

teach part time until retirement in 1974. Even periods of recuperation became 

opportunities for further travel and research. 

All this is beautifully recounted in his memoirs, privately published in 1996, 
entitled Adventure is Where You Find It: Recollections of a Twentieth Century Naturalist. 

His concluding words were: “I can look back over a rich and rewarding life in 

which I have visited all of the world’s continents and many of its islands. How 
lucky can a guy get?” 

The Emlen tradition lives on in wife Jinny, sons John, Steve and Woody, and 

the students who benefit from the Emlen Scholarship Fund established by UW- 
Madison. 

Samuel D. Robbins, Madison, WI.
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Sabine’s Gull, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin (14 October 1996). Photo by Tom Schultz 
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Glaucous-winged Gull, Two Rivers, Wisconsin (9 March 1997). Photo by Tom Uttech
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