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DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE NEGOTIATION OF THE

TREATY OF SEPTEMBER 3, 1836, WITH THE MENOMINEE INDIANS
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A Journal

of the proceedings of a trut: held by Hon Heary Dedge, Governor of Wis-
consin Territory, Commissioner on behalf of the United States, and the
Nenomonie nation of Indians, begum & held at Cedar Point, near Green
Bay, on Fox river August 297 1836-.--

On Monday the 29% day of August A D 1836 at 10 ofleck A l.
the chiefs & headmen ¢f the Wenoménie nation of Indians being sssemdbled,
by previous appeintment, at Cedar Point on Fox River, near Green Bay W.T.,
the council was opened in the usual mlur by Henry Dedge, Geverner of
Wisconsin Territory, who appeard as/ ulnu:loaor on behalf of the

United States.

Henry & Baira of Green Bay was appo:l.nton by tne oonuniour
as aocroury

Cna? A Grignon anc WP Powell were appointed Dy nim ae Menomonie
Interpreters during the treaty.

; Af ter oponing the ooune:u. the object of the tronty and the
wishes of the government were stated by the conicuonor to the Indians
in the folleowing talk.

"To the Chiefs, Headmen & Warriors of the Menomonies:
rriondl & Brothers,
Your Great Father tho Preeident of tho United States has sent
. me to see you and to take you by the hand in friendship; he has the wel-
fare of all his red children greatly at heart-- his wish is to make them
all prespercus & happy. You see the reapid march of the white population
and it is not possible, from the ocurrent of emigration that is flewing in-
to the country west of Lake Michigan, that you can remain in peace in the
country you now ocoupp, surrounded as you must be, in a shorttime, with a
white population. TYour Great Father wishes to provide you a country west
of the Mississippi river and south of the Missocuri river, where you can
live unmolested. The country is rich in regard to its soil: the climate
is much more mild.then the country which you now eccupy, and better adapted
to hunting, the aalture of corn & the raising of cattle. You will be lo-
_oated near your/"®d brethren where you will live in peace and where you
will never be imntruded upon by the white people. You will be under the
immediate protection of your Great Father, the Predident of the U States,

who will keep troops ready to prevent any intrusion on your rights, either
by ether nations of Indians, 0r by the white people.

I propose to you to purchase the country you now occupy and
your removal West of the Mississippi and South of the Wissouri rivers.




I will stipulate on the part of the United Stmtes that ‘s country sufficient-
ly large shall be assigned to your nation in propertion to your numbers, for
‘your comfortable support: the sise & extent of such country to be left to
your Great Father, the President, who will protect you in the full enjoyment
. of the country se set apart for ypu. It is mot the value of your country
that is considered by your Great FPather an object to the United gtates: It
is your future =&/ lasting happiness and the great regard he has for his red
children generally that has caused this proposition to be made to your na-
tion. Should you not be disposed to sell your whole country te the United
States, I wish you to determine what part of your country you will sell and

where eituated.

1 will eall your attention to the articlés of agreement made and
concluded at the city of Washington on the 8% of February, 1831, between the
Commissioners on the part of the United States & the chiefs & headmen of
the Menomonie nation of Indians: this article of agreement has since been
confirmed by the President & Benate of theUstates & reads as follows.

\/ i : "The boundary,as stated and defined in the agreement, of the Men-
omonie country, with the exception of the cession hereinbefore made to the
United Btates, the Menomonies claim as their country, on the west side of
Fox river will remain to them as heretofore for a hunting ground until
the President of the United States shal} deem it expedient to extinguish
their title. In that case the Menomonie tribe promise to surrender it imme-
diately upon being notified of the desire of the government to possesse it.
The additional annuity then to be paid the Menomonie trive, to be paid by
the President of tne United Btates.™ ; :

The Interpretere being sworn translated the above inte the Mane-
monie language. ] ‘

, Osh-kosh (principal chief of the Menomonie nation) spoke as fol-
lows, "Father, we speak to you today & shake hands with yous temorrow we
will come and see you again & talk with you."

Council ad journed until tomorrow morning at 10 o'Clock.
~ Tuesday morning August 30. 1836.

Council met and opened. The Menomoniés answered thQ_prOpoaition
of the G®mmiseioner, made to them on yesterday, by Osh-kosh-- their principal
chief, who spoke as follows; :

#Father, we always thought that we owned the land that we ocou-
pied; but yesterday we heard that our Great FPather had a right to take it
when he wanted it; we did not 80 understand the treaty: Father here are some
of the Chiefs who went to Washington, who tell ge that they only sold the
land on the East side of Fox river, andnever bound themselves to their great

" father, the President, to sell that on the West side of the river; and were
much surprised when they heaprd that the Chiefs had agreed to sell the rest,
when the President chose to take it from them. Tather, I repeat t& you that
I never knew until yesterday that our Great Esther, the President had a right

| =B
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tc take from us the land of the West side of the Fox river, and here are some
of the chiefs present who went to Washington and made the treaty; and Charles
A. Grignon, the Interpreter and Mr 2llis were.also present at the treaty, and:
you will please listen to what they, the chiefs, have to say upen the subjeots
The Chiefs are A-yam-a-taw, Big Wave, Little Wave nnr Shaw.we-naw"

I« yam-a~taw spoke as follows. Father , I hope you will listen to
what I have to say to you. I am one of the chiefs who went to Washington,
accompanied by Cha®, A Grignon & M* Ellis. Father, when we firet saw you
here we were very desirous of hearing what you had t0 say to us, What we
heard from our Great Father was alugwr different from what we expected
to hear from him, PFathere- Meser® Grignon & Ellis were present as witnesses
at Washington and I take the Supreme Being to witness that what I am going te
relate in fegard to that treaty is nothing but truth. Father, I know that
you are sent here by our Great Father, the President, and we look upon you in
the mame way we did upon him, when we made the treaty at Yashington-- Father,
it was understoed by us that our land on the east side of Fox river we ceded
to our Great Father and no more, nor did we bind ourselves to our Great.Father
that he should purchase the balance of our land on west side when he should
require ity TFather, our Great Father told us at Washington that the balance
of our land on the West side of Fox river should remain to and be ours as long
as we snould live; and that we should have the right to give a plece of our
land on the West side of the river to the half breeds of Menoménie blood &
that the President would not want to purchase any more of our land. Father,
what I stated related to you just now is the truth, The Great Spirit above
hears me & who knows everything and sees everything that passes; and we never

nade any/®h®F 4 reement to sell our lands with our Great Father. This is all
I have to say upen the sub ject.”

The Big wave, Little Wave & Shaw.we-naw assented to and confirmed
the aboge statement of I-yamea-taw. '

Osh-kosh again spoke as follows. “Father listen to what I have to
tell you. I am not prepered to ‘glve you an answer upon the sub ject you spoke -
to me yesterday. I want to consult with my nmation in relation to it and to
have all day to make a decision. Father I have one more favor to ask ¢f you--
that you will permit us to choose two of our relations to assist ue in making
the treaty.”

: The Commissioner told them he was willing to give the indulgence as
it was necessary for them to consult together in regard to the treaty; but he
" would expect to hear definitely upon the eub ject tomorrow: And that he had no
ob jection to their consul ting with as many of theilr %riends as they pleased, but
that anything which was communicated to him in council must be through their
Chiefs. That he wished to take no advantage of them-- he wished to treat them
as f#tends & brothers-- and anything done by him with them should not hereafter

be misunderstood.




Counoil ad journed *till tomorrew 10 o'flk. A M

N T e .. dasiht s 7R ST

Wednesday morning Auguet 31. 1836,

The councdl was assembled agreeably to ‘djourmnt and the Commie-.
sioner informed the liemsminies that he was ready to hear their answer tc his
‘proposition. :

o

Qsh-kosh, spoke as follows. "Father you have made known to us your
busines® with us; and now we are going to give you an answer upon that sub !Igct.

Our Great rathor has uudo up hin mind to got & piuco of dur land,
and he has sent you to ask us what we will do, we have heard that you are very
kind $0 the Indiane® and we hope thatwe will not see the contrary. I have con-
sulted with my nation én the sub ject & we have made up our minds te let you
have the piece of land we have marked upon the map. The plece or tract of

- land grantedier ceded is described as follows-—-Beginning at themouth of Welf
river and running up and along the same to a point on the North branch of the
same where it crosses the extreme north west or rear line of the five hundred
thousand acre tract heretofore granted to the New York Indiane; thence along
the line last aoationod in a north«easterly direction three milos, thence in a

morthwardly course to the upper fork of the Menomonie river at a point to
intersect the line between the Menomonie & Chippewa nation of Indians. Thence
following the said boundary 1i bwg:t men 1Q in an easterly direction as es-
tablished by the treaty of thoqg dew Her s in 1827, to the smooth reck

or Shoe-kin Aubree river, and thence down the same to where it empties inte

Green Bay, between tha little and great Bay de Noquet: thence up and along the

west eide of Green Bay,” (inolfﬂ};g all the Islands therein) to the mouth of Pox
8

river; thence up and along ox river and Winnebago lake to the place of "
beginning, daving and reservifig out of the distrioct of country above ceded and
described all that part of the five hundred thousand acre tract, heretofore
granted (by the treaties of the eighth day of February 1831 and the 27. dey
of Qotober A D. 1832 between the United States and the lenominies) to the New
York Indians which may be situated within the boundaries herein before de-
~scribed. The quantity of land contained in the tract hereby ceded Leing abouta
three millions of acres.

ue a question te give you an answer directly; but we have te consuly yith our
pooplo and we will meet you this evening and give youan ansewr as to the price
of our land., Our Father knows that we are not like him prepared to give an
answer upon business without consulting amonget ourselves.”

Osh-kosh in continuation said: "Father we would like uhcnsi;u ask

The QOQnililon.r expressed himeelf fully satisfied with them and
the (ounecil ad journed 'till 4 oflock. P.M,

-4-




‘ A4 O'fiock the Commiseioner received a message from the Menomonies,
saying they wers sorry they could not meet him today as they were not fully
prepared with their answer, but would be in the morning.

The council ad journed 'till tomorrow 9 oflock A M.

-

Thursday Sept. 1. 1836. ;

The council met, present the same chiefs as yusterday-- Osh-kosh spoke
as follows; "Father you are sent here by our Great Father to purchase ocur land
of us; we have come to0 a oconclusion for the portion of land, and have set a
price upon it. You told ue yesterday that you wanted an answer to the proposi.
tion you have made us; we were not ready to give you one yesterday; now my
chiefs have made up their minde and I hope you will give us what we ask. Father
we ask for the land “which we of fered to sell to you, eighty boxes (contnining
one thousand dollars each) for emch year for the term of twenty years; in addi-
tion to which we alee ask three thousand dollare worth of provisions per year
" for the same term of twenty years. PFather eince you have beon here is the only
time for a lorng space that we have had plenty of tobacco, & therefore we alec
ask for two hundred pounds of tobacco per year for the mame term of twenty years.
Also thirty barrels of salt per annum for the same term. You know we are very
poor and we ask for two blackemithe and tools & irom for the same time. TFor the
imprevements, farming uteneils and other things belonging to us and situated up-
on our reservation on Fox river and Winnebago lake, seventy five thousand dol--
lars (that sum also to be in lieu and full discharge of the salaries of farmers,
miller & education &c¢ &¢ according to the provision of the treaty cf 1831 & 1832.
Fother, that is what we desire to get forthe land we offer tc sell you. If we come
to an agreement that is what we expect to get for twenty years: If we agree we
would desire our payments to be made at this place. Father, these are the ac- -
‘gounte which we owe to our traders, and we want cur Creat Father to pay them also
in addition to the above annuities as a further coneideration of the sale of said
land. Pather, tnis #e the price we have set we not want yau to consider it, and
if you think we ask too much we will expect an anewer from you tomorrow, as to
what you will give and will hear you with pleasure.” The accounts which were
handed in and are mentioned in Osh-kosh's speech were in favor of the following
persons & for the following amounts--
* N® 1 John Lawe's account . . . : 25.000
2 Auguetin Grignon W : 20.000
3 Powell & Gignon. . 8.500
N? 4 Charles A Grignon . . . 10.000
S John Lowe & Co . . . . 12.000
6 Walter T Webster. . 200
7 John P Arndt . . . 1.100,
8 Farnsworth & Brush. . 5. 000
9 James Porlier . . . . 15.000
10 Heirs of Lewis Beaupre'
11 Dominick Brunette . . .
12 Alex¥ J Irwin . . o . . o
13 Am: fur Co. Western outfit,
14 Charles Grignem . . . « . . .

3:000.
463.

2.500.
800

2.400

.
.
L]
-
[ ]
.
]
-

e o & ® 5 © B B & & &

o W OIS Ee e e e
’ 13

o ® & & o @ . 8 ® 8 3 e

[

S
\

N L .. JshE i il f R,




3,500
1.“0.
1.400.
3. 500.
11.000.
«3.000.
. 148.
100.
1,100,
‘00.
10.000
5.000.
210.
+5.000.
12,000
200.
2.400.
500.
5.000.

; The commissioner said he had lieteoned to the Menomonies and heard the
price they mked for their country; and that he would tell them tomorroy what he
would give them for it, but that he would not give them what they asked, for if
he did he wae sure the Senate would reject the treaty, and would be contrary te
the instructions he had received from the government. aleo that it might be un-
fortunate for the Indiane if he did, for if se it would be thought by the govern-
ment that they wanted to impose upon them; and they would therefore deprive them-
selves of the sale of the country-- that he wanted to do no aot that would injure
them, and if he gave the price asked he would d¢ #6., By the provisions of the
treaty read to them the amount of the annuity might be fixed by the President

at what amount he pleased and by giving the price asked of him he would be act-
ing contrary to every treaty which had been made in the country-- that he would
meot them in the morninz at 9 o'flock, and wouldtake inte consideration the
amount of their improvements and would endeavor to make sugh a treaty as would
be approved of by the Senate; he wished to take no advantage of them, that he
was desirous of leaving thie ae soon ae possible. ™ Council ndjnumod until to.
morrow morning 9 o'floak. v )

-
-
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L]
L]
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15 :..‘ph Rolette « = « .«
16 Cha® A & Alex! Grignon
17 James Reed . . . . «
10 P.‘.l‘ P‘”ll L ] L] L 3 (]
1' P“l Grignmi s o .
20 W™ Dickinson . . . .
21 Rob® ¥ Eberts. , . .
22 Joseph Jourdain. . .
23 James Knagge . . .
2‘ ! mn‘. & . e e L
35 Ll'il Rouse . . .
26 " Yarnsworth. . .

- 27 Saml Irwin & Geo Boyd Ir
28 An.,'.' orl‘n’n e o o & @ a4

29 Pieire Grignon dec? by Robt & P.B,0rd
30 Stanisla® Chapue . $oes
31:"‘““...-... a =
32 William Diecinson. .
33 Stanislas Chapue . . . .
34, Lewis Grignon . . . . .
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Friday Mp,torr&ur 2d 1836,

Council opened with the Wenomonies, the commissionsr stated to them
what he would give th- for their countrye- hio propo-ition was as follows..

‘ *The United States 1111 pay the Menomonies for the tract of land they
offer to sell the fellowing amounts,

e




s e dnl s A R, O

An annuity of twemty thousand dellars for twenty years :

‘.m * L ] [ ] L] L] L ] . @ L] L ] . L] .' » L ] L] L ] ‘. [ ] e o e ‘00-0000
Two blackemiths, with shops, together with the necesmary

quantity ef irom, tools &¢ &¢ for the came term . , 26.500.
Thirty barrels .f ‘lt Dl‘ annt for “ toFB . . + ¢« o » 2.400.
Two thousand pounds of tobeceo per annum for the same term 5.000.
Three thoussnd dollars worth of provisions per amnum for

the same LONIM ¢ « « & = & & ¢ ¢ = « a & o & & o & = 60000.

e L2

One thousand dcllars per anmum for purposes of education,
t0 be used under direction of Superintendent or Agent,
fbrnm‘tern.-'.‘.q..;........... 20,000,
Pive hundred dollars per annum for the purchaee ¢f such
articles of husbandry & farming utensils as they may
require (under same direction o, 10.000.

And pay the sum of nimety three thousand two hundred ond ten 50/100
dollars for claime {(that being cne half of each of the claims and accounts
horded in to the commiseioner by them yeeterday . . « + ¢ & « + o« « $3.210

; And alse to pay the sum of 5oventy f.ve thousand doli&ra
for their improvements &c¢ including salaries &c¢ of farmers, millers
&c & cattle a8 demanded by them. . . . « ¢ « = 4 o s &4 ¢ o v o oo 275,000

T
Makinz 4n all the sum of ' : $ 692.110.
: The commissioner also stated t¢ them that he had taken inte con-
sideration the quantity ¢f good and bed land contained in the tract proposed
to he ceded and had endoavored to do them ample justice, and that was the
amount he would zive themj that he had reduced the amount ¢° the claims of
their creditors one half because he thought tney ought te be satisfied with
that amount et present, and Decause if he allowed the whcle amount he would
be obliged to reduce their annuities, which he did mot wish to do, that the
 gourse he had pursued wae & juet one, having in visw the rights of the In-
dians, the interest of the government gnd thf welfare of the country genmer-
ally-= that he would meet them at 3 o'flock in the afterncon for an answer.
Qsh-koshh said "Father you know that we are very poer, you see¢ our young men,
they are almost naked, we have nothing but our land to depend upon-- Yhen
that is gone all is gone~- We hope you will consider thie-- The seventy five
thousand dollars for our improvements &c we want for ourselves aad we vant it
added to cur annuity-- The land which you have asked us for on the Wisconein
river, and which you say you want for the sake 0f the Pine timber, we will let
you have--~ We will sell you a tract of land twenty four miles long and three
miles wide on eaéh side of the Wisconsin river (the said tract to commence at
a point on seid river two miles above the grant er.privilege heretofore granted
th Amsble Grignon and ruasning up and along said river tventy miles in a direct
line and being theaforesaid width of ‘three piles ongagh side thereof. And to
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countain four entire townships or ninety twe thousand and sixty acree of

land. He aleo eaid,"the land granted is good and well timbered land, and as
they depended upon fishing, he hoped his Great Father the President would

not suffer the river to be dammed, aleo as they wanted a passage for their
canoes up and down the river. Father-- this land that you have asked us for
we will let you have at such price as you plemse and as we wish to make some
provision for our rolatives of mixed blood we want the amount divided amongst
our relatives of mixed blood” ®he commiseion told them he did not wish to set
a price upon their land, that he was pleased at their confidence in him, bdut
‘told them to set their own value upen their land-- Upon which Qsh-kesh replied
that they would set the price of oighty thousand dollars, and that he had a
favor to ask; we have been imposed upon and abused by some of our friends,
and we are going to cemplain about it. When N¥ Whitney asked for the privilege
of a mill he asked for three miles, which they had granted, but he had gone be-
yond that and cut tiwber wheaf'erYWhere on gur lands. Wnen he wpoke to us
about building a mill he did not ask to farm; he has a farm at the mill and has
also sent a man more than three miles from hie mill to make a farm. This we do
not like and think it ie wrong. We wieh to havée somebody sent to survey Whit-
neys grant and if he has cut timber beyond his ciaim, that he be required
pay us for it; as he gets a great price for his lumber he ought to pay us; if
he would pay ue for tne timber we wouldrsay nothing, but he has not paid us all
La. he promised for the grant.” The Commissioner teld nim ne would consult
with the agont and if M¥ Whitney had cut timber beyond hie claim, as he ms a
just man, he would pay them for 1t and that he must conform to the terms of

- his grant.

A-gan-a-taoo said. Father«- you have heard what we have to0 say
and that we are #ill4ng to sell you the land on the Wisconsin and wvhat we will
sell it for.- Our frisnde of mixed blood 21l vant to get something and we
want to give it to. them. Your~fed children have listened to what you bave to
say-- We are alwaye willing tc do wnat is right, tut it takes longer to do
thinge with us then with you.- We are not so wise as you are.

Q!Br o sh sald-- We are desirous of allowing the wholo smount ¢f the
claim of WC Dickinson of $3.000 ae we think he has lost a great deal of money
in building our houses, And as it regards the esllowance of $10,000 to their
relation and friend Charles A Brignon, ae it was fer a tract ¢f land now very
valuable and whigh had been previously given by them to him, as a mark of their
regard for hiw & for his services io their nation, but which he had been wrong-
fully deprived of they would net consent to reduce his claim in the least &
they 4nsieted upon the whele being paid., The cemmiseioner stated that that as
it respected the allowance te M¥ Dicinson he had no objection to allow it, except
that if he did mo othere would object and it might be the meane of defeating the
treaty; that as he has a full knowledge of all the circumetances relative to
Che® A Grignon's claim, and knew that hs should have the land or a full equiva-
lent for it, neither of which he had received, he would, under all circumstances
of the case allow the full amount. (a writtem consent cf the ereditors having
been obtained and signed by all of them & handed in by ¥F Dickinson, consenting
to allowtnu. of the full amount of hie claim, the comzimsioner consented to al-
low the full amount of $3000.) The council sdjournod till 3. oflock P.M,
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- Friday Af ternoon,

Council opened,

Qeh~kosh said-~ Father=- my okief and naticn are satiefied with the
¢ffer you have made L0 u®, and they have told us it was a good price for our
lands and we fini everything a® you mentioned to us in counhcil-- we agree to
accept of it., PFather-- there is only one thing we do not llke in this treaty,
that 42 the ohe thousani dollars a year for a school, we do not want schoocle,
we ¢¢ noct wish our children to read papers--We are willing to accept the amount
end we wish to give the amount to our friend and relation Robert Grignon. We
wish him tc receive that amouni every year., T am satisefiesd and »ll mv nation
are satisfied-- We are glad to shakc you by the hand in fxiondlhip-- Yo will
all be setisfied af ter making those little alteraticne. pP-yem-a-tew said..
Father-- it is cnly to signify my approval to »hat sur chief has said that T
speak-- We are satisfied with the proposal made to us to day-- Osh-kosh seid-.
my people request that the payment will be made at the lower end of Wa-ne-hem-

nah, lake, on their own land. ‘

The c¢hiefl® also. oa;rosled a wish that they might receive their sannui.
tiee at a tige when it might not interfere with their planting or hunting--thoy
would like to recelve 1t about hoelng time in June or July. :

/

¥ The commissicrner tcld them thay asked too much fo;ithe land on the
" Wisconsin, but if they would glve four townsaips in addition, making forty
aight miles in length and t'ree¢ mjles in width on each side of the river Wis.
consin he would give them the sum of $70.000, and a® they expressed their wish
- te provide for thei: nalfl breeds or reiatives ¢f mixed bloed, would reecom-
mend that a commissicner be appointed by tne President who ghould divide and .
ap901t10n that sum amonbﬂt thent,

Osh--kosh Father-- eince yeu have umade up your mind to a-k us for
nore than you dma thie werning, I am geing &t tell you what we have to say,
and as we have agreed to what you offered we nope you will give us what we
are going to ask-~ when @ chilc aske unjtain5 of nis father he always grante
it, We will give you the land you ask for, for §80.000 which will be giving
you deuble the quantity ve offered you this morning fur the eame sum; The Com-
missicner agreed %o give that sum for eight tewnehips. And the chiefs said it
wap their wish that the amount should be €ivided equally amcnglt all persons
possessing Incien blood, whe shcu 1ld te included by sald chiefs &n the list
t0 be hereaflter nade; and that a comuissioner shall be gpointed by the Presi-
dent to ascortein end spporticm the same amongst those entitled to receive it.
The council ad journed 'till tomorrew at 8., o'fleck.

Saturday September 39 1836

Couneil met, and the treaty Leing read and rullx explained- and signed, wap oon.
cluded. :

Osh-kosh said-- Father listen to what!I have to tell vou, You have
come to lloton t¢ us and I have come to tell you what my pation have told me
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to say., VWhen I see you I think I see our great Father the President. I never
sav him, but I think when I see you I see him, Fathere~ the anmuities which we
now receive are not suffioient for us and we would be glad to take a eredit for
our traders to the amount of six thousand dollars, to be paid next year. And
we wish you to speak to the President to that effect. Commissiomer told them
he would do all he could to sutisfy them and would recommend to the President to
oonsent; that thelr traders would be safe in advancing that amount, as they were
to receive anmmuities to thatcamount.

Oouneil adjowrned.
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Territoxy of Wiscmsin
Belmont, October 29th, 1836

S&r,

I have the honor to enclose you, as Conmissioner of Indian iffairs, to
be submitted to his Dxsellency, the Presédent of the United States, & Treaty
made by me with the Menominees Indlans at the treaty ground on the Fox Riveér,
in this territory, on the 3rd ult., with the Journal containing my tulks with
the Menominees and their answers.

In the Treaty, made with the Menominees «t Washington im Februury, 1831,
it was stipulated on the part of the lMcnominee Indiuns that they would sell
their Country to the United States vhenever the President of the United Liates
should require them to do so, and the President to fix the pricec of the remaine
ing Countrye. Confidently believing the Menominee Indiuns did not understand
the Treoty thenm conoluded between them and the United Stutes, as well the Treuty
made by Governor Porter in 1832, and from the apperent discontent of these
Indians whem their former Treaties werc explained to them, I was decidedly of
the opinion it was the proper course to purchase of the Menominees the district
.0of Country they were then dis oced to sell, The wihite settlements are rapidly
approaching thems They owned the most valuable part of the country on the Fox
River, where their farmers were located as well as their mills, from which they
derived no advantage. It appesrs alnost impossille #9 ghzyr?yu’to restrain these
Indians from their wendering habits. Finding an entire unwillingness on the
part of the ilenominees to remove to the Country, proposed to them by the Govern-
ment, south of Missouri Niver (st thés time), I thought the best plan to effect
their ultimate removal would be to purchase such parts of thelr Country, as would
obligze them to sell in a short time their whole Country. 7The Country retained
by the Menominees that would be most valuable is befween the mouth of p}f River
and the portage of the isconsin and Fox Rivers, when the wild rice grows in
great abundance, hen the Country is swrvByed on the Bast side of the Fox River,
amd brourht into market from the fertility of its soll it will sell Llimediately,
and the lMenomimees will huve to sell the balunce of their Countr y. The approach
of the white settlements will oblige theu to do so, andi to rempve to the Country
gsouth of Missouri River. ThHe Menominee Country on the Wiscomsin River 1s barren
of game, and valuable only for its pinme timber. The Country purchased of the
Menominee Indiunc on the olf anl Menominee Rivers 1s valuable for the fertility
of its soil, aqugl;dfor the pine which will be much wanting in the general
(paper torn, word h'og distinguisha le} the Country bordering on Fox River, Green
Bay and Lake Michizan. The Extent of the Country purchused is upwards of four
millions of acres of land, .

In negotiating with the Memominece Indi.ns I found it imposslble to treut
#%ith them, without agreein; to pay one half of thelr debts and make provision for
their half-brecds, that are between two uni three hundred in numbers The friends
of these Iniiuns endeavoured to impress on their minds the increasedl value of ‘
their Couniry, 28 well as the vailme of the Country heretofore ceded to the United
Btates, for which they had received a small smounte. The Inii ns, seeing the white

peosle so eager to secure cholce spots of land near the navigable Rivers, place
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a mach higher value on their Country than they did a few years since.

You will receive enclosed btulks I held with the different nations of New
York Indicns in the vicinity of Great Bay . No doubt I made a favorable
impression wp their minds, which fusilitated Mr. Schermehornm in effecting a
Treat: with them.

In my course, in treating with the Menominee Indlans, I éndeavoured to
keep stodfastly in view what I beldeved to be the policy of the Govermment, the
good of the frontier people, of this Territory, as well as the welfareée of the
Indiunse i , )

1 have the honor to be with the greatest respect,

v

Your obedient Servent

H. Dodge, U.S. Commissioner
fr tre:ting with Indians

To Ca S H'@rris, E8qe
IComm. of Ind. Affulrs.




On Tuesday the Thirticth day of August A.D, 1836, at 4 0'Clock P,M, & council
was called with the Stockbridse, Onedda, Brothertown and ‘unsee &an #t. Regls
Indians at whiech the following cehiefs and Headmen appeared.

John Matoxén , Jacob Cornelius
John Cuiney John Cornelius Oneides
Augtin Qunney : Thom:s Lodowioh
Thomas Hendricks i Honyus Smith
Jagob Chicks Stockbridges
Caplain Porter
Temothy Jourdan . s ;
Tobert Konhapot : : pandall Abner Brothcrtown

: A letter was received from Daniel Bread am Oneids addressed L0 the Commissioner
-whiech is in the vwords gollowing-—- : ‘
: "Duck Creek Aug® 20th 1836~ o :

To His Ixcellency Govermar Dod e, Siry In behalf of my naotiom allow me to
express to you our determination not to attend the Council to be holden the present
week at the Little Shate. e say to you in the most respectful manner that we not
only now refuse but will fopever hereafter recfuse to mingle in Council with éhe
Henominee, Stockbridgc and Brotiertewn Tribes. - We have notning to do in conjunction
with thems The Oneida Nation must Rherefore be regarded as standing alone. Any
communication coming from the Govermment to them shall be respectfully considered,
“hould there be a proposition for us to dispose of any part of our country howev.r,
it must be expedted thut our answer will be more in acecordance with shat may be
deemed a strict regerd of our own interests than with the feelings und views of
vour Pxcellency "(Signed)" Duniel Bread
A true 6oy from the originzl, John M. lMeCammon Seop™

A letter of which the following 18 & copy was addressed immediately sent

by an Onelda as a messenger to the Oneida Chiefs"

: "Preaty Ground Cedar "oint, on Tox River, near little Shute iugust 80, 1836
To Corhekius Stevens, Cornelius Bear, Adair Swamp, Elizah Scandadoe, Thomas
King and Henry Powlis, Chiefs and Neadmen of the Onelda Nationee Friends and Irothers.
I am instructed by the President of the United States (your Great rather) to hold
a treaty with your nation and also with the Ctockbridge, St. Regis aand Brothertown
tribes! a commnication has been addressed by Cols Boyd the Indian a ent to you,
requiring your presence at the Treaty. This Commmic:tion has been disregarded
by you, and an answer sent by Daniel Bread, declining attendunce at thés time and
places As the representative of your Great Father the Predident, and the Commissionet
appointed by the United States, and in pursusnce of my insiruetions, I now require
your immediate altendance and shall expect this request to be eomplied with, withe
out delay as the chiefs of the other trives are now in atéendance at this place.

(signed) H. Dodge "

A letter was also received from the Brothertowns addressed to Col. Boyd, whioh
is in the vords following "Deur Cir, we received your note Minforming us that Gov,
Dodge was desirous to have an interview with the principal men of the Brothertown
tribe of Indiane as soon as possible § miles bedow the Crand hmte, the late arrival
of which will not permit us to be at that place before sonetime on Monday nezt,
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' Your most obedient sorvante-is

Dennisburgh, August 27th 1836 Elkanch Dick

George Boyd sqre UsBelai, David Fowler :
Thomas Commmuch rL/
Alongze D, Dick

A letter was also addressed to the above chiefe of the sume purport as that
addressed to the Oneldas--- Jent Ly a Brothortown as a Messenger. There not being
a full representation of the New York tribes, the council adjourned wntil tomorrow--

Wednesday August 31, 1836--3 0'Clock P.M. A counoil wue openmed with the
Stoekbrigge, Brothertown and !funsee Indisns. The same persoms of Stockbridge :
nation appeared as yesterday, and Flknah Oick, Thomas Commsehh and Alonzo De Dick
as cdditional chlefs and of Brothertowns. The Commissioners addressed the Chiefs
as follows-- "To0 the Stockiridge, Munsee, Brothortown tribes of Indians who have
emigrated from New York or such of these tribes as are resideant in this Countrye-

" Priends tnd Brothers. Your Great Yather the President of the United States has sant
-me to sce you and take you by the hapd in Friendship. He hus the welfare of all his
red children greatly at heart: he is pleased to heur of the lmprovements you have
mode in the art of amriculture. Your nations have long since laid aslide thelr
arme once used in war, and exchanged them for the peaceful implemenis of Husbandry.
. The Game of the forest you ¥nmow is not to be depended upon for support: it 1s by the
oultivation of the soil alone that you can expect to provide for yours lves and fami-
1lies, as slso for the rising generaltion that is to follow you=- You see the rapid —
mar€h of the white population, and it is not popmiile from the gurrent of ‘amieration
which 1s f8owing into the country west of Lake Michigan, thal you can remsin and
improve in the country you now occupy, surrounied .s you must be in & short time,
with a denee population., Your great father the president of the U,5, wishes to pro=-
vide you a country west of the !fississippi and south of the Hlssourl Rivers, -here
you can live ummolested: this country is rioh as regeris the fertillty of the soll:
. the olimate is mueh milder than that of the country you now oceupy, and better
adapted to the culture of corn and the raising of cuttle. You will be loge:ted neur
your red Bretiwem vhere you will ncver be surrounded or intruded upom by the white g
settlements: You will be protected by the United [tates troops, who will preserve
pesce between all the natlons of Indiens who méy be located west of the iississippi
and south of the Vissouri Iivers an prevent the whides from intruding on your rights.
I propose to you to purchase the country you néow ocoupy and youwr r moval west of the
i sissippl and south of the 'issouri rivers. I will stipulute om the part of the
Tnited Gtates that a country sufficiently exterslve shall Le ass igmed to ewoh of
your nations in proportion to their numbers for their comfortible support the size and
extent of which country to be left o your Great ifather the Iresideunt, wio will pro-
tect ou in the full enjoyment of the eountry he may s0 set apart for yor use——- :
Your greut Father has that parental eare for you that a father hus for his child: en: It
18 not the value of the land that is considered Ly him as au objeet in making this
proposition to you: it is the future and lasting happiness of his red childrem that
governs him oa his course: to improve your condition and to provide for your ehildrcn
and the rising generation and also to preserve the remmant of Indiun nations once
powerful from becoming extinect, are tie motives which have ff;béiuoed hin to muke this
proposition.

The Commis:ioner further stated that the Indians could take time to consider
of the rroposition and give him an answer at a 8 early & perlod as possible,

Couneil adjoummed until tomorrow 10 0'Clock A.M.

e
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Immediately after the above, ‘s Council w.s held with lthe Oneida Nation.
The following chiefs and headmen having appeared in council: Jacob Cernelius, Johr-Corre -
Thomas lodewish, Honyus Smith end Christiam Peachtree. A Dettor was recdtved
from the resedue of the chiefs of whiech the following is a copy-~

"Duok Croek 'ige 31, 1836w
To His 'xcellency Gove Nodge--

Your talk of the 30th h.s been received. The Chiefs met in Council and
after scriously deliberuting upon the same have come to the conclusion not to
gomply with your reguests The letter you acknowledze as having received from
Daniel Brecd 1s a falr expression of our views. ‘e have nothigb more to s y-—

his .
Cornolius ® Stovens
his mark

Arddy itsequette

mm tness | : ¥ |
Ticorohiathe _ A1) g henando
' his

c “mmau mgrﬁom

Danie fi". ‘11liams
mark :

. PeSs HBenry Towles & Adan Swamp are absent fram the tribed
iy i y ‘
The Comnissioner then &Er“ésaed the Chiefs & headmen present, in subst.nce and
to the same effest as he had previously done the Stockbridge & Broth:riowne =--

Those parts of the Trcaties of 1831 & 1832 relative to the New York Indi.ns
were then read & explained to the Indians in their owm Language—e ‘
The Cormission told the chiefs shat they could take time to consider .nd
del:lberguc & glve an answer at a convenlent time, That he knows the ' disposition
of the President to be kind & fricndly, and that he was surpriged that a part of the
chiofs h,z.d. refused to attond: he expressed himself well pleased with those who had
attended but displeused with those who had refused whose comfitot should be fully
e:plained to tmir Greut fether the President, :
: Council adjournmed till tomerrow morning.

Thursday Septe 1, 1056w

Council with the Oneidas, the s.me chiefs present as yosterday, Jacob Cornelius"

We want you to listc n--yestnrday we heard what vou wanted & we have come to tell you
what we thimk of 1t. e are very glad we heard all we did yestorday & that president
thinks of his red ululdz ‘en. Te are glad & well pleased at least to hear thut he
wishes to use us well, and of his intentlons, as we think he intends to do us good.

" have counselled together hore & our Gre.t father has expressed his wish to move
us west of Missipsippi & south of Missouri, andi thinks it would be better for all of
the Tew York Indi.ns to move them theres we understand this and will let him know
what we think. We are not afraid to tell our minds for we know our Great Fathe:
1ikes us-- When we left H,Y. we cume to Go Bay intending to live in & sreat woods,
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becuuse wheme we lived we were surrounded by too many white people, we are much
pleased with the land we have now & the manner in which we work & live: wunt to

help the lamd which the ''res. agpeed to give us here, and not sell it; we think

if we do not sta, here we will never stop moving, ard we do not like to move from
place to place, e are differént now in mind srom our forefathers. They kiew

how to hunt, but we sce our white brethren farning and we llke to do so to: we are
very happy since we ocommeneed fu uin“. e ask the favor of our Great futher the
President, that we may stop heres 7o tuina we will not have so good & chance to

farm if we remove west of the *1asissipp1. /nother thing, we do not want te follow
the footsteps of our forefithe s, Hunting 18 no good to us: & we wunt to live by
farming: we have suild but little & in such & way as was proper for ug: we wunt to
farm & we want a school fork our ohildron, 80 that they may be educated, & become a
part of the people of the United Stutess OSueh is our minds and when wve become fit to
be eltizens we will tell our grout futher the president: we only want to have our
land sooured so thut no ome shall interfere with us: we want all the land which we

- are entitled to cet apart in one body: s thaet we may know how much we arc entitled to.
_ The other porty, oalled the first christian pamty, of our tribe do not wish to be-
come citizens: we must be governed by the treaty & when the president pleases to
apportion the land we must submit: we are willing to abide by the treatys Ve wish

to ask of our Great Pauther the favor that he would not again ask us to go west of Miss-
issippi. T ut 1s all we have to say on thc subject-~ Pather we wish to say to you

¢ that we are very glad to sce you here & we feel in our hearts that you use us well,

. & that you do so: we have fulth in you: we believe you are doing good here, and we
believe the president has Balth in youe '@ ask of you to endeaver to settle the
‘@ifficulties between our nation: we have two demominations of christiuns & they do
not agree. Our purty (the Orchard party) live about four miles from the other (first
ohristian party)e e are all methodists: In the other party there are sorie methodiste.
Ye the Orchard party ar poor and not able to buy & house for school house. Iir.
Glach the Yet odist “uperintendent gave us & school house which 1s situated in the
part of country occupied by the other party: some of the feml ale missicnar¥'s of our
party kept sehool in that house: ani the other party do not like to have us ocvupy it.
The Chiefs of that party objected to our having the house there as they wanted't o
have school of their own. All of the Methodists thut belong to the first Christian
party suy that they want the llethodist school as they like it be:t. The chiefs of
the other party & their warriore held a Council and wdnt to the house & tore 1t down,
" and hove not left one leg Standing: they also took teams to remove the teacher & her
things, OShe refused to go: and they then took away without her consent all her cloths
furniture & provisiond\ & cerried them to the place where she formerly lived at the
Mission house, is <11 they have done: und we ask of yowrto regulate the matter in
your own way & settle it as you think best: we look upon you as the reprosentative of
- our Great Father the President & we leave it with you".

The Commissioner said "I have listened with patience to what you had to suy:
I will represent to the Predident wiat you have sauid & also all about your religious
differences, In this Country. every one can worship his jod «s he pleases, whether he
belongs to one demomonation or another., and none cuan Ilnterfore with him: religion
teaches him that he should do to others as he would be done by. I am sorry that any
differences exist and that they should exercise their own opinions & not be dictated
to by otherss You should live as friends & brothers: I have sent for the ohlefs and
hope they will come & communicate with me, as you have done & state tielr difficulties.
I would be glud to see you all friends Awain--a weak UOOple should never be dividcd

but should live in peace & harmony=--

Council ad journed-=




Thursday September 15t 1836 12 0'Clock I

A Council was held with the Brothertown Indiuns, present the s.me chief as yesterday~-
: The following answer was’given in writing by the Chief & Head men of the Na-
tion to the proposition made on yesterday by the Commigsioner vis
wDo His Fxcellency H. Dodge Gove 0of ’'isconsin Territory. Father in ansver
to the propositions mude to the delegates of the Breghertown Tribes of Indlans to
dispose of tieir lands and romov sest of the Mississippl and south of the Missourl
Rivers, we would respectfully reply thul we are very happy to hear that our great
father the President of the United States 1s so mindful and solicitious ror the
welfare of us his children we cannot but express heartfelt sratitude to hlm for hds
bemevolent feelings towards us-- Faether, but «s we have long since laid aplde tiose
arms made use of in war for ihe peagful impliments of agriculties and husbandry, and
as our great Futher the prosident of the United States wes pleased to grunt to us
this traet of land on whioch vwe now reside, with whieh we are to well jleased & sulted
with both as to soil & climcute that we could not at present feel a disposition or
a desire to make the .exchange. Father we would further state that as we have 80
far progressed in the arts of ciilimation amd having and huving for gseveral generatims
past been brot. up ailong & in the ne ighborhood of white People in the State of lew :
York whenc the Leglslature were pleased to enact (D\ws for one benifit and protection
dnd as we hove lostthe Language manners and custol sf our forefather: and can speak
no other lan-uage thou the English, it sould not in our, opinion ameleorate our
condition to be rowoved into a country where its §nhubitants are almost wholly uu-
eivilized and entirely an Indlan Country, the Brothertown Indians would have to
acequire a new Language & new manners and custome which they fear sould not in-
‘eroase their happiness. ‘
Father we would further state as one of our reasons for removing from the
st.te of New York that as our rcservutions Was 1o small and under a deep sense of
t1is we were influenced by a vory small degree of that spirit so common to ocur Bre-
thren tle white people which induces them to provide and establisbh thelr chlldren
go that they may be enabled to live comfortably. ve thought that with the meaus
in our possession we eould rurchase a sufficlent gquantity of lund so that all of
our children individually dould have comfortable farms, but afterrall the track
which we now occupy is hereby bearley sufficlent to ansver our necessitles.but
if herocafter the.Brothertown Indians should have a desire to sell their lands here
and remove to some other country they feel it their duty to inform their great
fatier the President snd petition for iis aprrobation for the same, we would nov
after having given & oivil re ly to the before mentioned pron-sitions express our
deep sense of the high estimatlon we gtill entertain for eur  rect Father the
 President of the nited Stutes a: also to your ‘excellency: we would wish thut yom
may enjoy the blessing of & len; and prospcrous lifewe :
7@ are with the mest profound respect jour most obedientys crvifiig--
Sigmed Septe 15% 1836 . nandall Abnd®
‘Cedar point Treaty grounde= ; BEloanah Dick Teace
Thomas Comnack akers
.-;t:ﬁzo Ds Dick &
Danfel Fowler - Prinoliple
fiolomon Puul men of
David Dick the
Wwilliam Fowler Tribe




The Commissioner seid he had read their answer which should be communicuted
to their great Father, and told them that as they had lost their langua e, they
gould perhaye be incorporated with thelr white bresheren~-That he did not know
what mizht be the deéidjon of the novernment-That he was well pleased with theiy
conduct while present which had been moral and correct, ‘and tie-t he should infom
the President of that fact--

The Council adjourned

Briday Ceptomber £ 1836

A Counoil was hel: with the Stockbridge & lunsee Indiuns present the sume Chiefs
as before : : G ; . ‘

John lfetocsin, said "Futher I am requested to suy & few words in addition to
the written snsweyr now ziven-- I thank the great f8pirit for permitting you to meet
us to hold a . council fire with your re d children, feel tharkful to our Creator for
giving us health for finishing tie business for which e have met, that business
which our groat Father hdas with his red childrens,I will only say that we who are

present return you our thanks for the atfintion and kindness you have shewi us
while here" The following anseer to the Comuisslions propositions was then hunded
ne—= ;

"Po His Lx., Heary Dodge Bo¥”™ of \7isoonsin Territory and Conuissloner on the
part of the United Ctatcs for tr- ty Indians Tribes=- Futher- Je the undersi med
Chiefs and principle men 6i the Stockbridge & Imnsee oribes of Indiuns residing omn
the Tsst shore of the Tinebajo Lake, isoonsin Territory, desire you to he.r us
a few words im revly to the talk you ‘elivered to us the day before yesterduye=-

e are ple:sed to find .our Great Father has not forgotten us, but has sent you to

see us & to tuke us by the hand in YFriendship. e are also pleascd to hear that

he has the welfarc of zll his red childepd. gre.tly 2t heart and wishes to make :
them prosperous. and hoppy-- We therefore thank the greit Spirit above for incling
nis heart to have compassion for us & all his red ohildren in this western counirye- -
We likewise thank our great father for it with respect to the proposition madd to

us for the country we now occupy and our removal west of the Mississippli and South
of the Missouri we would most respectfully and frankly reply Shat so importunt a
movmemt is worthy of the greatest and most sarful consideration, and thut we have -
aiven 1t the same-- We do not say that we will not ecamply ~ith thig request of our
great futher— But Father bofare iving our consent before a:reelug to give our
place, we have a wish to visit the country west of the liississippi and South of the
Missouri- We wish to g0 in a compumy of six or seven persons and Uxemine ihe country
proposed, and this we would do if our gro.t father would shew us the vay this pre=-
gent fall or a year from this timec. ghould we find a country west better sulted

to our wants thon this whamewe are now, where we ceould be sure of & peacful permanent
home then we would leave our present hospéasions . We thank you I ather & this: :
you our great Father for the kind expressions of regard for us, and we hope th.t
this kindness & good will, will always be continued to us~- Sigmed at the Treaty
groung on the west Bank of Fox Niver W- T« this 2nd day of Jepte 1836 for and in
behalf of the rest -= by your excellences most obdt & dutiful children

John letoxin
austin Quuney -
Jacob Chiefs

Timothy Gordon

‘Robert ... o 9
Sonkenot

‘_3...




Thomas T, Hindrieck
Captain Porter

Jn® 7, Quinney
Hendriek Aupawnt
Peter Sheman
Andrew Miller

The Comniscioner said he had read and hesrd with much interest thelr answer to
hisyproposition, and wus gratified to hear them express an inclination favorable to
their romoval that he would inform the President of their wish to visit the the
country west of the Misslssippl & have a perion appointed to accompany them to shew
the country-- That he would also lnform him of their good character and moral con=
duct, and if the éouniry does not suit thom do all in his power to h.ve them made
confortable=- | ‘

" Council adjoummed

Same aftcrnoon ; ' A
A council wus held with that part of the Onedia nation (culled the first
christian party) wio had previously -declined attendinz & letter having been previous-
1y reod from them by ithe eewmeil Commissioners in the following wOrige- (see orizinal
letter hereto annexed marked thus®) ‘ :
: The Commissioner sald that he regretted 4heé the ohief present had not met
with thelr bretiren: that their sreat father would be happy -to be informed that,
they all live in peaceeythey were & weuk people, aud should be united: he regreted
to he r they were so much divided, and that thelr party had destroyd the School
House 0f tie other arty=-it was tobbe regreted that any religious disensions should
existerelicion teaches us to do as we sould be done by=-and desired as their father
that they should live in peace and harmony to. ther. :
“1ijar Soanandg , said=- "Father we are very happy theati the ,h-;re:-.'t spirit has per-
mitied us to meet you here; I think it necessapy to s« that we wish to ansicr Jou
through our prineiple ppeaclies" =
Dam - 1 Bread Gaid-- "Friend & Father as this 1s the last day of the council,
we wish to say a few words in answer to your propos ition: e have long s ince heard
that this proposition would Le made to us: we belicve the “resident to have good
feeling for his red children this day has brought forth an expresséion of that kind,
I have hec:d it-- We kmow that parents have kind feeding for their ehildren. Ve
believe the Gresatffather has the swne feelinz for us. : ; :
He has told us that the country sbaed of the iissouri and west of the Mississipl
is a place calculated to muke us happy: You have heard & fewwords from your red
children, the Onidas in reg rd to our land. This thing hos discouraged as well those
who are here & thosc who have not removed herej our removal doward the setting sun .
It is a hard case and proves the report to be true tiut our preat father to remove
us further we Wive hardly laid down our peske paciis or cleared land encugh to live on,
when word comes for us to o on. As to the advise of the President we have long been
" prepared to answer such & demand we have gone about far encughg we expected to have a
. shance to remain where we ares we &re sorry we oan ot answer you as you desire: it is
hard to finish a place where we can be ut rest: whe eever we o whites cam go also,
:nd to get away from them is impossible. ''e bez you to let us rest here where we
are. '1f vou see us improving, why cannot wew we be left alone until we chose to
chanze our residence and go further-- TYou are rich encugn--you canscause Nivers to
flow ti e contrary way and cause the hills to be leveled down our sreat Tather and




-

Creoator has given you riches and relijzlon. e wishk the president to look at his weallh
e hope he will oonsider former Treatice . He possesse:z all the lands of the Indians
except a few spots and we hope he will let us rest for the sauke of the good he hus
already rcc“ from us-- e thank you for the good wishes and the example set us in
cultivitin: Lund-- 7e understund nowe- Our Great Father thinks the propomed cou.try
is bLetter for us than our owne- ‘@ have the bad effects of moving often to be like

a8 feather to be driven by the wind is bud 1t is better to be of a heavier substance
and stick clese 1o the ground. If we move oiten we will at last land on some moun-
tain-- ‘'@ have no doubt that the Precildent haz good feeling towurds his childrene=
He 1s endowed with power by the gieat spirit & is the guardion of his Ned Children--
Ve are in great trouble-~ ‘e work hard to live-~ and theme appeurs to be & whip over
us Ve do not reap the beneflt of our La bor-every one is for his own interest- e
think weé hive ahewn our kind feceling to cur vhite I.retheren & have given them suffi--
clent land to live on. This counir; 1s not so thickly peopled as many otherse-

The whites do not disturb us and we wunt to remain where we cre.  We are happy to hawe
heard what the Presldent had to say-- ‘e will now be better satisfied as we have
been in suspense we now kuow hip wishes-- “Je thank him for his former good wishes

but we think this climuto is better for us than thot would be it would soon owuse us
to becone extinct and we %zgld not live +ith our Ned Bretherne- B the Tr &ty of Teace
we huve declared to be his/children & thut he was to tuke care of us that tresty wus
sealed by siakdng of hands & a silver se¢ul- fThe ébhen of friendship pussed between us-
the silver seal of that Trouty is getting rusty-- 'Je have not had it for mamy years
We are not discouraged by its failure for we huve confiden in' our sreat Pather and
believe he willl pay us our bagk annuities and the Intercst-=- e bclleve ou will put
the ~ropideo ot dn wind of 4hese his promises porhaps he has forjotteniés them & weé

hope you will remind hin of it-- We feel thankful to the great Cpirit t.at he hus
not forgotten ue anl that a nun of good feelins hus boenm chosen to meet us here——

7e wish to say in regard to the School Hou e as this is importint we wish tine to
answer 1t in writing the Chiefs have tuken pains to provide for themselves & ohildren
This was o <n for alle=- e hope all may live in pe.ce us you reconmand. e will

let you know ag soon us pes+ posibhdo--

Council adjourned.

Tuesday Sefp. 6P 1656--

A oounell wa: held at Green Bay by the Comaisciloner with eertaln of the chief
of the Cnidac N.tion to wite=- Danlel Breoad, dam Swaup, Henry Powles, Elijar Scanado -
& Thomuas King « the sevoral treaties here read and fully explailned in their own Bongue
BPaniel Bread sulde- 7@ hive understanding the trcuty and imow its rovisions--snd -
we wish your wudviee and also what you will stutc waaé is the intention of the Gov® or
the President-& 1f they wanted to take those lands--the Com:iesioner told them the

treaty was very plaln and that so far us he was int restod he would see 2 liberal cone
struction of the troaty-he would always lean toiurds the weaker party as they were
less able to protect tliemselves--apd that such he knew to be the disposition and ine-
tention of their srect fatkher the president. '

Danic1l Bread im eontinuation said "You have shewn your tenier feelings to ug==
he endeavored to mive the vews of chiefs & nation what were thelr wishes and ‘ants ;
they have alw.ys been willing to give their attention to matters of such moment as
those proposed. It appears that the whites and Indians always want the same tracts of
land and thut they have suffered for \'v.'.-.ont of frkends but they see in you a friend of

~1 0=




)

‘the weak It is the minds of the Chlefs of youwr party that we have long s cught
for a place of rest and security we think we should now lookmonly to our inter.st
and not to thut of other Tribee, & hope our gre.t Father will look to our Interest
as this is & matter of great moment we think no decission should be made without
consideration. /e think the rest of the Tribes now in New York should be agaln
invited to come here and if they rcfuse then we will make other arrangments with
the Government & as we comsider you as our father, and state your good feelings
towards us we wish you to understund that we are the only Tribe who owa the land
here . We are the only Tribe«who have paid sny thing towards its purchase & we
think after thgy refuse to ocome here that we are the omly tribe who should be con-
tracted with for its purchase. We huve confidence in you and we hope as we have
honorably obtained tho land the preslident will not resort to dishonorable means to
take from us our lands. We hope he will only get it in a proper way. We hope
;hut you will see we have our rights and that we may not be wronged. We wish to
ot you know alle-the land was for the si: nations & we think they should be notified
and if they rcfuse to remove the prosident shouda be nebbéded may be informed of
it-- e have confidence in your ability & as you avre endowed with power--We wish you
to use 1t for the bemefit of us the weak which will acquire our gratitude. :
Some suy allow to the Indiuns a few acres which 1s enough for them but we
hope and rely upon you that you will use y ur influence to see ample Justice done
to us=- That is all we have to say at presente—- : ; :
Cormissioner told them that =11 they had said ahould ve commnicated to the
president and that so fur as he could he ould repres nt th#drrights in as favorable
light =8 possible under the tre .ty-~that the soonmer their rishts under the treaty
wag defined the bettor for all parties—- : : :

1

Council adjowrned. .




Treaty ‘Grmmd. Septe 2. 1836

. s

To His Izeeklkehoy Gov. Dodge.

The Chicts of the First Christian party of Onélda
Indians are now on the Ground & will have an atventive ear to what
you have to say. By refu:ing to oomply with your request they did not
intend mny disrespect %o yuuy Excellenoy individually, nor to their gre-t
Father, whom you repycsent. They verc govermed in their conduet by a mu~-
tual agreement intered imte with the Orolerd party, that as we knew of no
bus iness of imterest o ouwr nmation we would decline attendshce. If ouwr course
in tuls affalr has ceus¢d any unpleasant feoli.ngs it is to us & matter of sincere
' regret. Father. this i the truthl !

Daniel Breé.d :
Elijah Shemando (seal)
Adanm Swamp :
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