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Consensus:
The preferred antidote
for anticoagulant-induced
hypoprothrombinemia
is ‘Mephyton’ (vitamin K,).



"...has a more prompt, more potent and more prolonged
effect than the vitamin K analoguesS....Its
reliability in treating undue hypoprothrombinemia
from anticoagulant therapy is of particular
importance. [Mephyton] can be depended on to
reverse anticoagulant-induced hypoprothrombinemia
to safe levels whether bleeding is only potential
or actually has occurred."

Council on Drugs: New and Nonofficial Drugs,
Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Co., 1958, p. 620.

"For correction of the anticoagulant effect of the
coumarin compounds, vitamin K; is much more

effective than are the water-soluble preparations
of menadione."

Barker, N. W.: Fundamentals of anticoagulant
therapy, Minn. Med. 41:252, April 1958.

For coumarin overdosage, "Vitamin K,, given
intravenously, in an oil emulsion will act as soon
as two hours after injection. It is the treatment
of choice in such conditions."
Kupfer, H. G., and Kinne, D. R.: Anticoagulants,
theoretical considerations and laboratory control,
Virginia M. Monthly 85:230, May 1958.

"...I would strongly urge the use of vitamin K;...if an
antidote is necessary for the hypoprothrombinemia
produced by the coumarin anticoagulants or
the indandiones."

Meyer, 0. 0.: Use of anticoagulants in the treatment of
coronary artery disease, Postgrad. Med. 24:110, Aug. 1958.

chemically identical with naturally-occurring vitamin K,

Iyl

Vitamin K,

Dosage: Orally, to modify anticoagulant effects: 5 to 10 mg. initially; 15 to 25 mg. for more
vigorous action. Intravenously, for anticoagulant-induced bleeding emergencies, 10 to 50
mg.; may be repeated as indicated by prothrombin time response. (Some clinicians advise
their patients to keep a supply of tablets on hand at all times; if gross bleeding oeccurs,
the patients are instructed to take 10 mg. and phone the doctor.)

Supplied: Tablets, 5 mg.; bottles of 100. Emulsion, each 1-ce. ampul contains 50 mg.; boxes of 6 ampuls.
MEPHYTON is a trademark of Merck & Co,, Inc.
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