TAPE CATALOCUE t
Informant: Ceorge Nousianen

Ethnic Croup: Finnish/fiddle

Date: July 20, 1979

Address: Copper HarQof. Michigan
Fieldworkers: Sara Poynter

Matthew Gallmann

Ceorge talks about how his familv "worked like hell™ to get him his vielin,
George continues to talk about violin.
Matt: '"You know what we pretty much want, don't vou?"

Ceorge: "I'd want to give you that little tape.” (in reference to tape
George made for us)

Matt explains what we want
Tape goes off

Tape on again

Matt: "I can't hit 'em like you do though" (In reference to harmonics on a fiddle)

1. Excerpt from "Hungarian Dance Number 5"

George plays while Matt and Sara discuss equipment and setting up microphones.
Coerge shows Matt how to play harmonics and vibrato

Goerge talks of contemporary violinists

Ceorge gives opinion of what a fiddler should listen to and learn

Matt: "I want to learn some Swedish and Finnish music."

George" "Stick around here buddy and I'll teach vou some Finnish music in a hurry.'
GCeorge: '"You aren't recording now, are you?"

Sara explains why recorder is on

George in low voice: %I'm a bugger, I'm a dirtv old man."

Ceorge: "I'm an older guv with vounger ideas."

George: M"Im not that old, I'm 63."

Ceorge talks about where he's been during his life.




s

feorve talks about his status inft'orld War IT and in the copper unions and
companies.

"Snyder" and "krug'" and Cene Saari

Mentions
Storv about when Ceorce was in “ashineton, D.C. vhen the war ended,

Ceorea talks about when he was 3 teacher,

GCeorge tallks about hobbies him and his wife have,

feorce tells how he sot started on the fiddle. L\.(l ru}% ;,_,‘_ke,ﬁ\ & 0)(7 P e agwrd,(bv\.j
T less g s.

Ceorge played in Copner Country Svmphony. ention . Marki Nisinen {rom

Suomi College.

“entions Sibelius' "Finlandia" and plaving at the Carriage Theater in llancock.

Mentions Chicago Civic Opera Center stars

George: '"And then we had the Chicago Civic Opera Center stargup (at Hancoeck) .

George talks of playing drums in big bands.

Ceorge: 'My one love was violin"

George: "That stuff I played at the station". (In'reference to playing jazz

tunes earlier at the Standard gas where Sara and I first met Ceorge.

"

Gearge tells how you have to "'goof up a jazz tune when you play it --"Vou
can't play it straight"

2.7 Tane: Jazz tune

"I never played it that way before."

Ceorge tells how he teaches the Suzuki method

Ceorge tells how you can put eum paper on the finger board of the fiddle.
Matt: "How'd you learn all the old Finnish stuff?"

George talks about his father and hov he plaved and other sources he learmed
ey & “te vsed 12 sgumbL Hoa shof P P(Aqe& i COMe ban dls
feorge mentions John Hill, La'd ﬁ ) Funich songs .

George tells story of his father's favorite song.

Ceorge tells about the song "At the Spring'" and he translates the words.

Ceorge tells why his father came to Americal F amﬁb~'ﬂus?aa Arw7h



3. Tune: "At the Spring" M%‘MQQ \M%\es W /Za.‘«f ”\,(

Ceorge tells story of plaving sony bv the willow tree for his father's snircit,
Ceorge picks up violin

George explains that he's having trouble rememberinz songs.

Ceorce tells about the Koustinen Festival,

Ceorge tells about a Finnish/Swedish fiddle croup that came to Calumet in l??fﬁhr
Konsta Yulha compiled Finnish folk tunes

Ceorge tells story of song he is about to plav.

4, Tune: Unidentified

Matt: '"Did vour father use vibrato when he plaved the fiddle?"

George: "No"

Mrs. Nousianen talks to Ceorge about some business pertaining to the Standard
station.

5. Tune : George sings song with "very strange Finnish words"

George sings this song and points to his wife who is about to leave. She

smiles and laughs.
Ceorge translates words: I was,Twos ¢ dorh X‘/‘WL Juy becsrse T morried Hos brocd.
GCeorge plavs the tune on his fiddle.

Tune: Dumbhead

George explains next song

5. Tune: 'We'll Get Along" [)oJ.Jou*’ v ot ek w‘d:j {NJ-S
Meds homa W-«.‘QWJ bﬂa&

George talks through words in Flnnish and explains some of the words. George

learned above song from his father.

End of Tape I Side A-I

Begin Tape:I Side A-2

George explains and translates song his father used to sing about the biblical

Noah.

Trane
7. Tune: Song about Noah - old Cge WMo wes 5% o gv
P S‘??%tbu“~ ‘ Ahﬁvaambt—u4~i‘ ﬁ~L01JC
,eorggqp ays both parts to this two part round Saﬁj' H"@: a Uﬁty 47 A

Wiwds of wine V»hA&

tbadn o, eten b ﬁﬁ)mﬁ %Wtﬁ%

01*& %-A’Ej WLO*’\y mota~ S’O‘j‘;bﬂ{\ “&’})POL(T[J\"V‘L M{L‘*j LJ&'G‘(\.QF .




Ceore's wife evclaims that sheis leavine
ie
reorce tells of how he learned the above song with his father! l:u4u4l¢@jra’604$ N g
was a ﬁ«. &
feorce explains the next tune o
3. Tune: '"fustalainen”" (The Gypsv) va_ybo%;.‘ Coroge G,l,,z,f‘%\ Tt onec o Gep,
3 ’ ¢ QL“{J)““[ WJI‘(_ 5
George tells about pypsies in Finland
Matt asks about "kalevela'
feorge discusses kalevala
Georce tells about dress he ordered for his wife
feorge explains how he will play by himself for a concert
Ceorge talks about Steven Foster
Matt: "Did vou ever plav for dances?" Sl 5
UW( R@U’S kl()(w‘s'{;@ o
U
feorge tells about when he plaved with Charles Goidesta (Coivestan)—> {%QW>GCQWJim1uH%A
A

Haee o ~ .
Matt: 'Were you born up here (Copper Harbor)?" & P 6Utbnsl
corge §4ged drums + Gl

GCeorge: ''Hancock"

GCeorge had his own band called '"The Midnight Serenaders'.

Ceorge tells about "01d Countrv Dances' at the "Otffer Piver Hall" a*;T%?Cb&u
0ld man Huckula [ Hui Klale 2) hod @ holl Hece-

Saturday nights - "The Harmony Twisters".

9, Tune: Finnish Polka-'""that's old country" qujs na-af?)

learned from Viola Turpenen

Coerge tells about Viola Turpenen  Sew M@%o&&w&f A Fnngle HALU?\ pd{uesml f 7)
o R R (W

George helps us spell title of next tune

10. Tune: "KulkMrin Valsi" (Traveler's Waltz) /"ﬂoo*(s litte Ha Py Maﬁbd AMM ,K
Georse explains how to spell the next tune

11. Tune: "Orpo pojan Valsi" (Orphan Boy's Waltz)

End Tape I Side A-2

Pegin Tape I Side B-1

feorse: "It's a left handed monkev wrench."
This was in reference to ‘a cuestion from Matt asking why the fiddle died out

in the loughton/llancock area.




Ceorse tells about Konsta YuthJ

Ceorce claims he's related to President Kelanen

Ceorce talks about the PRussians destrovins the surroundine cultures

Ceorce tallis about the Finnish craftsmen that work on the Moscow palaces it
Pussia for the 1980 Olumpics.

Ceoree tall.s about his vacation to Finlan!

Georce tells about bands he saw in Finland < bfo—rJ feer Bunsh. Ve saw WLO Theliao, bots +
traveling Plsh orclestas | 55y, & Urman

Ceorre ¢ives narrative on "folk musicians"
Ceorge tells about the patriotic songs he's about to plav

12, Tune: Patriotic tune from Savolaisten

P’ W
"Savolaisten Laull)lu" Tl s o Bre Sovo M& Bad ‘A"aﬁ‘ o &
(50

“hanged mike placement: put mikes together in a T
13. Tune: "Beer Barrel Polka"

Ceorce on Chromatic Harmonica

14, Tune: '"Mona Lisa"

on Chromatic Harmonica

e

satces

ne

Sorry to interrupt vou" (in reference to changing mikes)
15. Tune: Konstra Yulha'sfavorite waltz Com.Cuk&QJ
Cegrce explains tune
16, Tune: Savolaisten Lauluu
Ceorce explains patriotic songs and Savo regiments and how they used the songs.
Ceorce recites words to next song
17. Tune: patriotic song
(ot Bornar)
18. Tune: . “Pohjolaisten Lauluu"” or '"Marrsi' (March)
Ceorge: "That's patriotic as heck boy" (;r*@$&6;)[£““loﬁ-{km nertl. .
Ceorye recites translation and savs it's a greetines song. foor heroes Hﬁbrw‘ﬁ Pt uon,
Ceorge explains next song and difference between R's in Cerman, Fnelish and
Finnish

Ceorge explains swearing in the Finnish language

Ceorge explains Finno-U'gric language



Sara and Matt axnlain their ethoic backerounds
Cleorres  MAnd me, I'm pure Pipnish, 1995
feorge explains a song, recites translation
Ceorse picks around on the fiddle to find kev for the song he recited
Ceorpe tells abeut Viola Turpgnbn son? which related storv of the sinking of
the Titanic.
19. Tune: Turpenen Song about Titanic &_WAHQJ
29 . 'Tune: . excerpts
Ceorge: '"excerpts'
Ceorce messes around on fiddle
Ceorge recites words to song in Finnish and then in English
22, - Tune: Soﬁg about lover leaving for a new country
"Under the Choke Cherry Tree"
Ceorege talks about the Finnish language and how it is onamonapoetic
Matt inquires about lullabies
23, Tune: unidentified
‘fatt asks,about embellishments
Ceorge explains his style of playing
Ceorge pulls out concertina, "I'll play a song in Finnish".
feorge explains "lumberjack plav" -ﬁ% ykafua tor Ho \a,rs i J/‘)im’&J.
Ceorce: '"It's a footstomping song".
84, Tune: '"Tukkijoella"
Ceorge on the concertina

Ceorge spells title and talks throueh and translates words to Raattiko
C\ . : ’ j “
25. Tune: '"Raattiko" C"Ms one ok Hr G rites oF Wle_oiﬂy) i bl
oo %o 3 o hidden oravle T To Mg’ ¢
Ceorge on cancertina Bk 0(,52 i V{[l he 50 MM A&OA@&)‘)"!/&A

ﬁ‘\rk \et‘v\. WV\J

End of Tape I, Side B-I

Beginning of Tape I Side B-2

Cewrge relates storv of his granddaughter



o

26 Tune: Pretty Foot V
Beorce: '"Yhat's Armerican business."
Ceorge tells storv of plaving harronica in the bueev at a voune ace,

geﬂjlﬂrﬁ's t;

37 Tunes  "'Ratgiko"

=

feorre on harmonica

"

"Pattilo" fGeorge on concertina

Ceorce talks about his musical talent

Georce tells about how he acauired concertina

Ceorge explains title to next song :

28. Tune: "Oma Marijeka Pegli" [[;[‘0 m&fj Iromt\j ((,l(;ﬁ,.agj YM%U(U« vsee f I&M
Ceorce explains how to plav the concertina

29, Tune: !Smile Awhile And Kiss Me" (Sallv do?)

Yorld War I song

George tells about plaving in restaurant

Matt tries George's concertina

Ceorce auietlv plavs the violin

Matt plavs concertina

Ceoree shews Matt how to accompanv himself

30, Tunes '"Play Fiddle Plav'

Hungarian "ypsv melodv

George learned that frem e btand he plaved with

Ceorge talks about his childreés musicianship

31. Tune: Croatian--""Mv Wife is Drunk and T Have to Take ler Home." [zl @bg&-
32, Tune:y "Juldidia Polka"

Frankie VYankovich tune

Yrs. Nousianen enters and Ceorce repeats how his familv plavs music torether
Teorge talks about the piano that's sitting next te him. Mentions Dr. Martin--
we are in Dr. Martin's house at this time.

Teorce asks where we are from

e tell Ceorre about Northland



Matt asks about the Mandan Havse¢ds

33 . Tunes Unidentified Italian sone

cars in backeround

Cecrce talks ahout Ttalian sincers

eorge talks about the Falnneg theater and all the peonle that appeared there
feorge talks about the Copper Countrv durine the mininc hoom

Tane ends

fnd of Interview




