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TAP:: C::\ T,\L Or:l'E 

In for!"'.ant: C:eor~e ::ousian en 

i.':thnic Croup: Finni. sh /fiddle 

Dat e : July 20, lQTJ 

Arldress: Co rrer l !a rb,o r, '.Hc '.1 i )c:cln 

fieldHorkers: Sara Povnter 
:-lat theu r.allmann 

r.eorr,e talks about how his farnil v "wor k ed like he] l" to . et h lm his v iol in. 

r.eorge continues to talk about violin. 

'!at t: "You know what we pretty rnuch want, don't vou?" 

George: "I'd want to give you that little tape." (in re fe rence to tape 

George made for us) 

~tt explains what we want 

Tape goes off 

Tape on again 

:!att: "I can't hit 'em like you do thouizh" (In reference to harmonics on a fidd] e) 

1. Excerpt from "Hun~arian Dance NUIT1ber 5" 

George plays while ~latt and Sara discuss equipment and set ting up microphones. 

Goerge sho\, 'S : fatt how to play han,;onics and vibrato 

r.oerge talks of contemporary violinists 

r.eorr,e gives opinion of what a fiddler should listen to and learn 

'·latt: "I want to learn some Swedish and Finnish musi.c." 

neorge" "Stick around here buddy and I '11 teach vou some Finnish music in a hurrv. II 

George: "You aren't recording now, are you?" 

Sara explains why recorder is on 

r.eorre in lo,_, voice: ':'I'm a bu,l!ger, I'm a dirtv old TTian. .. 

C:eorge: "I' n an older gu'-' with youn )'!er ideas." 

Ceoree: " Ir:1 not th a t o l d , I'n 6 1." 

r.eorr•e talks about where he's be en during his life, 



reor ;·e tall~s :1t-nu t his s t atus inr'orld :.1r TI ,md in th~ conr,~ r unio:l'- J :c'. 

'.'.enti ons " Sn yJe r" ;rnd "~r up " a nd r.cne Sa:i.r i 

Sto n · a bo ut •.-:hen r.cnrc>e ·.,as i.n '.'ash i:1('ton . ') . r:. ,_;1en the 1·:;:ir , n,'.,!<!. 

r.eo r r>e talks abol!t :wobi es :1i m anrl h is 1d f"e '1av e . 

r:eor :cE: tells '.10•.,• !1e ;:-ot s t .1rte n on t 11c fi?.dle . ~ ~ 1,v~ .Ji ~0 (Pi-..:i (l.<,Utr-J;b..,_] 
'Ive lt ~Hl,,,.S. 

reor~e pla yed in Cor,er Coun tr v s, !,,,.'l:inn \' . '' e nt i ,ins Dr . ': ;:ir ki ~::sine!' fron 

~.uomi. Co 1.le 7,e . 

rlentions Sibelius ' "i:-inlandia" and pla·dno at the Carriare Theater i n ::,rncoc k . 

~fen tions Chicago Civic Opera Center stars 

r.eorge': "And then we had the Chicago Civic Oper;:1 Cente r star,up (at Hanc oc k) . 

Geor ge talks of playing dru ms in big bands . 

r.e or ge: "Ny one love was violin". 

r.eorre : "That stuff I played at the station". (In-reference to pla yi n g jazz 

tunes earlier at the Standard gas whe r e Sar~ and I first met r.eor~e . 

Ceor p.e tells ho\.; you ~1ave to '' :-oof up " a _iazz tune when you play it --" You 

can't play it strai ~ht". 

2. Tune : Jazz tune 

"I never played it that way before." 

r.eor?-e tells how he teaches the Suzuki rr.ethod 

reorge tells ~ow you can put furn paper on the f inger board of th e fiddle . 

:!att: "liiow'd you learn all the old Finnish stu f f?" 

r.eorre talks about his fathe>r an<.! h~· he rlaved and other sour ces he learned 

L) 1
1 I . I /> (:. • ~ 
Ai.e u~ +.. sr,vfl.4,/,1__ -f:i,.,,.._ S"'t'IH' · P e.cO. i"' (Ow,...L~ 

from . a 

r.eorp,e mentions John Hillj 4-
1Jl s'•:; oW M"l.~l,, so>;js-

r.eo rre tell s s t o r y of his fat'.1cr ' s fav orite scin?. 

r.eo r re tells about the sonr " ,\t the 5pr in~" and !1e translates the words. 

r.eorie tell s why his fatfier cane to America; -di ll.\r01& ~ss,a.... Ar-w.y. 
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3 . ,une : " i\t t he ~pri n r " fw-&~:?~~4- ~~'1~ ~k-o.., ~a.~~; 
reo r ?e tell s sto r y of p la y in ~· S,)1~!' bv t lw wil lo,: tree for , tis f1t h er ' s s:1iri 

Ceo r ge p i cks up viol in 

r.eor ge expl.1ins that lic's ha v in r, trou b le rcmer.:be r inc: sonrs. 

Ceorpe tells .:1bout t he Kousti.nen L!.:.ti.va 

r.eorg e tell s abo ut a Finnish/S wedish fiJ<lle : r nu,..., t ha t cc1r.e t o r..'1lw 1c:t in l'."17( _;e,,... B:-u....~~-

Kon sta ':'ulha compiled Finnish fnll: tu 11e s 

r.eorge tells story of son ? he is about to play . 

4. Tune: Unidentified 

~!att: "Did your father use vibrato when he plaved the fiddle?" 

r.eorge: "Ko" 

:!rs. Nousianen talks to George about some business pertaining to the Stand ard 

station. 

5. Tune George sings song with "very strange Finnish words". 

George sings this song and points to his wife who is about to leave. She 

smiles and laughs. 

George translates words ; ::[ wa.s-,Tw()..I ~ J. •. r.,.,4J)u....J, jvJ k-~ 'L ._.,..~ -t:L.is bn,o.J.. 
1,Jd ~~ w~~ ~ s~~,bvt~+brn'<y~---iw-tl..:._y i_,+-d":~F. 

r.eorge plays the tune on his fiddle. 

Tune: Dumbhead 

Geor ge explains next song 

5. Tune: "We'll Get Along" Da.J.~ou+-,..,.. k fo,.....scf-c..Afi::J ~s- 1 

~ MD~~ ~iv,.JL. ~~J b-~ · 
George talks through words in Finnish and expla i ns some of the words, r.eorpe 

learned above song from his father. 

End of Tape I Side A-I 

Begin Tape , I Side A-2 

George explains and translates sonr his father used to sin)? about the biblical 

~:oah. 

7. Tune: Song about ~oa h 
S,\~~)~ 

r.eorge plays both parts tc 
/\ 

this two part round Se>~ . 
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r.e 0r ·e ' s ~ife e~ cl aim s t ha t s'lP , i~ lPavinP 

I, I .. . 
reo r Pe tel ls o f how he 1ea ni ed t '1P abov e so n ? wit h h i s fc1t he r : I1,e,t,..stV-tVa..:;ro.... '3a.ss ~~ 

.I-:. \• 
Weil-.:S a. U4..0t" 1 

r.e o r pe e xp l a ins t he next tune 

8 . Tune: '" 11stalrlin e n" 

r.eo r fe te ]l s abo ut 1yp s ie s in fi n land 

' 1a t t a s ks a bout " k c1lev e la" 

r:~o r ge di s c us s es ka1 eva la 

r.e o r ge te l ls about d ress he o r der ed for hi s wife 

r:eo r r e P.Xplains how he will pla v bv hin self for a c on c ert 

r.e o r r,e tal k s about Steven foster 

Hatt: "Did you ever plav for <lances?" 
II tJ; vs"~ k o t lJU-b:.-~ 

r.eo r ge tells ahout when he 
~r u~( 

plaved with Charles 
. .I\ 

'.tatt: "Were you born up here (r.opper Ha r b or)?" 

Goi d esta (r,-0:::..vest.qn) -"> f,--.,.., o.<.(.<),.J..'o.... w..,,'fJ..... 

~ rlll(I! of!. bu t{r;hs , 
) 

6:<ior~ ~~ Jr.v-.s +~b, 
Geor g e: " Hancock" 

George had his own band called "The 1idnight Serenaders". 

r.e o r ge tells about "Old Countr v Dan c es" at t h e "Ot'.t er Pi ver HalJ" d-T"(yi't>lc._. 

Old man Huc k ula ( U04 ll~ ?) W <l. h.alJ. ~ ~ 

Saturda y ni~hts - "The Harmon y Twisters". 

I) Tune: Finnish Pol k a-"t ha t's old country" (s"(p t'\0.-4--- :) 

learned from Viola Turpenen 

Goe r ge tells about Viola Tu rpenen . Sn.w lu..-t?4 tL-.a..r ~ t-tv-.....:JL.. 1-/.6.{J. ~ P~i-1. e~ il (~J/) 
""k,~ G( ~ ~. 

r.eorre helps us spell title o f n ext tune 

r.eor ~e e xplains how to spell t he next tune 

11. Tune: "Orpo pojan Valsi'~ (Orphan Boy's Waltz) 

End Ta pe I Si de A-2 

~egi n Tape T Sirl c B-1 

r.e or r e: " I t's a left h an .ed mon ke•• ,., r ench." 

Th is wa s in ref e rence t 0 ·a quest io n from ' !att as k in g whv the fi ddle <lie d out 

i n t 'l e l!out'.'.l t o n/ lla ncoc k a re a . 
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.., 
reor r~ t e l s about !(onstil ,·t1lh A..t 

.. • 1. ' (' I ,'l l :'.:S . l (' S 

re o r , e tal ~s about the Pussians clestr o, ·in / t h ! s urroun <lin? cu l tu r ,1s 

r eoq '.e t· 3 l J-.s c1h out hi.s vacation to fLn~ .1n ' 

r.eo r,e te11 s ahout bn1v 's !1e saw in finl . ncl ..:::, v.,_,_.J r4vr-; ......... 1£.i. Iv~ Stu.</ ~':J rM'<I......~ +­
~a.tt:"!1-'0~.sl,, 0'1"C,W..S~ 1 ~5.51'4--; G.z..,..-_. 

r.eor Pe g ives narrative on "fol k musi c:i ins" 

C.eo rpe tells aho ut t h e patriotic sonrs he ' s ;:ihout to nlav 

12. Tune : rc1triotic tune fror. Savolaisten 

" Sav olaisten Lauluu" ~ $b"'a- ~'--tJ.-._ S<Wo ~lt. . fJo.J_ '<k~ ->"'~ i'"'t,w. 
u~~'.l) 

Chan ['ed mike p lace ment: put ITlikes t o?ether in AT 

13. Tune : " Bee r Bar rel Po l k a" 

C.eorp.e on Chronatic Harmonica 

] 4 . Tun e: "~fona Lisa" 

on C:1rorr.at ic ilarm oni.ca 

~'.att: " Sorr y to interrupt yot! " (in reference to changinp. nike s) 

l 5. Tune: Konstr<t Yulha 'sfavorite waltz Lo\l\. P.·M~) 

r.e~r f c e ::;,lains tune 

l A. Tune: Savo la is ten Laul uu 

r.eoq•e explains patriotic songs and Savo re p.in ent s and how t h e y used the s onp-s . 

r.eor?e recites words to next song 

17. Tune: pa triotic sonp 

Cvor~I\V') 
18 . Tune : "Poh j olaisten T.aulmt" or ''' la rrsi" Cfclrch) 

r.eoq::e: "Th :i t's patriotic a s heck bo •" 

r.eorpe recites translation anrl savs it ' s a f reetinr song. 

c;~..t; .... t>.s-l 1....:-J oF l<-- YLOr-t'L. 

~v.,,.. l-a.oiu ~ re,{vr~ 0 fn1,,.:-/J ..... l,;<IJ,/',. 

r eo r r e explains nex t son? and differen c e between R 's in C'.eIT1an, rnolish and 

Finnish 

r.eo r z e exp l ains swe a rin~ in the Finnish lanpuage 

r-eor r.,e e xp l a i. s Fin no - T'g ric lan 1rnap-e 
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r e c r '.' c : " .. ~ n c! re , I ' ~ r 11 re r inn i sh , 1 () ') -, . " 

r.eor £e e xpla i ns a son f , r ec it es tr nns l At;or. 

r co r \"'e :1ic ks a r ound on t he fi ddle to fi nrl ~-e·: fo r t hf' so np he r ec i.tf!<l 

reo r ?e t e l ls ab0 ut \ ' i,1la Tur r .enen so n , •.,'1 'c> r e l a te d s t o r v of the s i nki:1•_· n f 

t}-\e Titan ·i c. 

l () . Tune : Tu r pene n 5onp ilho 11t T it an i r {a. 11.111.l-t-z..) 

'.20 . Tune : ex ce r p t s 

r.e or ge: " excerp t s " 

r.eo r re me ss es a r ound on f i ddle 

reo r 1e r ecit e s wor d s t o son p i n Finnis ~ and t hen i n Enpli sh 

'.22 . Tune: Song ab out lover leavin )! f or a ne w countr y 

"ender the Choke Cherr y Tr ee " 

Geor~e talks about the Finnish lan gua r e an d how it i s on Amonapoe t i c 

~~att inquires about lullabies 

23 . Tune: un i dentified 

::a tt a s ks ,about embelli shments 

r.eor ?e explains his st yle of playin g 

r.eor ge pull s out concertina, "I'll pl ay a so ng in Finnish". 

r.eor ge exr1 a1 ns 111umher;ack pla v " ~ ~ ~~() f1>, l./o r-5· ;,,__ Fi~IJ · 

r.eo r ~e :· "It's a footstompin g son g". 

l 4 . Tune: "Tu kk i j oell a " 

r.eor p.e on the concertina 

Geor ge s pells t i tle an f talks throu eh an~ tr ans la tes wor ds t o Raa tt ik o 

25. Tune : "'Raa tti ko" (_1,-µ's t>'r\....€.-~c.., ~ ~l>"ri~ ~,? WIV('-j~~ 4) / . alf 
(2.C>-£>--t(-il.<,o i"'> ec ~-J,,k,v A or P.. ll'a.k-· I o ~ f ~ 

re oqz e on conc e rtin a ~ 
0
lifl ~~ i.;it l /£. ~ fD ~~ bfl.,~.ftv"n. If" 

{{ • .J_ \ ~"" ~V\ • End of Tnpe I , Side B- 1 a- · 

Be gin nin g o f Tnpe I Si de B- 2 

r.e~r ?e re l ates s t o r y o f h is ?r andd au?ht er 
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2r, . T1•ne : P r et t v r.oot 

Ge0r,·e : " f 'ia t ' c; ,\re r iran hu,;; i ncss ." 

r:eo rne tells storv or r la vi. n p hart"nnica i.n t he • •wr>v ;it a "n111"""' a"e . 
I~~~ . 

-"7, . - ~ '' r ·1 " .11t1e: ,ttl ,, O 

" Pat ti. :·o " ~eo r r c on conce rtin c1 

r.eor , c tells ah nut how h e acouirerl c0ncc rt i.na 

r eor z e explains title to next son? 

23 . "i.\•ne: "OP1a ~!ari _ieka T'ed i" f:t& /.A.tJJr::; "r r-01M. ~ (llo~.s) ] '(a.'1,.)~v1'<),,.. vlu{ (r, /~ M . 
r.eoroE> exnlai ns how to plav the co ncertina 

:0 . Tune: ··~JT1ile i\wh i.le And Kiss ;-Te" ( ~all v rlo?) 

~o rld War I son? 

Georre tells about plaving in restaurant 

'.lat t tries r.eorge 's concertina 

r.eor£e nui etl v rlavs the violi.n 

'.latt pl2vs co ncertin a 

1,e o r ~e shews 'fatt how to accomnanv h i mself 

30 . Tune: ''Plav Fiddle n r2v " 

Hunrarian "ypsv melod·, 

'"'.eor -.e .1 eurn ec' tl·at c r rr 1 a t· ancl he pl;:1v ed wit h 

\ 
r.eor ~e tal ks about h is childrens QUSicianshin 

'31. Tune: C'roatian--" .•v Wife is Drunk and T Have to Take Fe r Home." U:e-ie1 f~· 

12. Tune: ''Julidia Polka" 

rrankie Yankovich tune 

:fr s. ~;nusiane n enters anr! r.eoq -•e repeats how his cc1milv nlav s musi.c torether 

r:e0r,e ta l ks ;ihou t t!1e pi:=mo thc1t's si.tti.nr next tr hi.M . ~fen t i.011s P r. 'lartin--

v e are in P r. ua rt ln 's hous e at t his ti.me. 

reo r ee asks where we are from 

''e tel 1 r.eo rre .'.lbou t Nort h la nrl 



-:-une : 

cnrs in bnck~ r ounrl 

T., rie cnrl s 

F.nr:l oF Interview 


