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Cast an eye and lend an ear to the kingfishS ge atae redone 

Anita Carpenter 

raucous rattle reverberates across _ streamlined body pierces the surface. It grabs the 
the quiet bay. [look up to see abelt- unlucky fish and with a few splashy wing beats 
ed kingfisher flying close to shore _lifts its catch out of the water and back to the 
below the tree line, moving from _ branch. The bird devours its tasty meal headfirst | 

one overhanging branch to another exposed _and whole. | 
perch. After a graceful landing, “the king” once A belted kingfisher doesn’t always fish from a 
again assumes a motionless pose on his wooded __ perch. Often it hovers about 50 feet over the 
throne. Leaning forward almost to the point of | water, wings beating furiously and occasionally 
tipping over, this bird with a shaggy oversized dropping down a few feet to focus on the pond or 
head and big beak focuses on the water below. stream. Once it spots a fish, the kingfisher in- 

When it spots an unsuspecting fish, the patient _ stantly changes from hover mode to dive mode | 
kingfisher bursts into action diving from its _ and plunges in for the kill, though not every dive | 
branch and folding its wings back just before its _ is successful. . 

continued on page 29 

2 Wisconsin Natural Resources



August 2008 

Volume 32, Number 4 

as a) 2. Abolt from the blue 
X ‘Rs ~ Anita Carpenter 

\ ee) Bs | ie How does it catch its prey? The handsome belted kingfisher dives right in! 
Pe As. 

pA 2a ne ee » ; . 
aN NR 4 | 4 Hook into a good time 
DOR AN sal a ra Alisa Lopez 
ia NA aw, yb Catch onto the fun of a Great Lakes fishing charter. 
| Wi. a 4 

“qed eS * F 4 
Pe A 10 Make it public 

YT Le § Kathryn A. Kahler ee a ee i 3 wy : x = a 
pe, Mee me oe io Check out these sites to find hunting space on public lands. Te ena >) ee = 5 SP D 
IN ge ees fi RNIN Seth Oa Wee 2 ‘ 

1 77 What do you pack in for the outdoors? 
Tell us about the kits and gadgets you made to explore the outdoors safely, 

= € comfortably and confidently. 

a ee . 19 Tidings from the watery world 
, ao Lisa Gaumnitz, Andy Fayram and Brian Sloss 

Pree. de Updates on VHS, fishing tournament rules and musky genetics. 

’ 2 A 24. Back in business 
Andrew Savagian 

& Old factories and properties are prime locations to turn community 
Ae = ——_ |e eyesores into assets. ee eicE ” 

ve 8 
eee” ~—3() When wildlife moves in 

Voy yO ke Natasha Kassulke 
SR NS NSIS : P : ‘ 
S OE yer Xe Creature Comforts licks a tick and evicts party animals. 
NG ON RN 
DoT 
WOON = eer A eS XK oa x Va 31. Spare the petrol, have a gas! 
> C2 7 if 4 Ny Wisconsin Traveler finds fisheries, outdoor festivals and sidewalk culture 
KS NEAS SEX 5 close to home. 
Bn a 7 aoe me zs 

on fermen r 2 eee Tay ee eC 5 . 3 
RSA SN Ay &S FRONT COVER: Andy Janicki latched into a coho salmon BACK COVER: Mirror Lake Pine Oak Forest State sy POLIS SF t : = onde 

ay genome AR <2 ona good day of fishing on Lake Michigan. Get tips for Natural Area in Sauk County. (Inset photo) Princess 

Ge pm e- Cok ay re booking a charter on pages 4-9. pine (Lycopodium obscurum). For more information, 
OSE oe et Pm > & or to order a guidebook to State Natural Areas, 

% Ge a8 a7 E& ROBERT QUEEN, Madison contact the State Natural Areas Program, Bureau of 
oa e } g3e Endangered Resources, DNR, P.O. Box 7921, Madison, 

WI 53707 or visit dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/sna. 
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es cs - oe 7 8 es a Since charter captains and guides are on 
oe ee 4 a q a eS ees af the water so many days of the year, they 

ee Se be eo track fish locations, movements, baits 
Oe ee 4 ol ie i and techniques that often provide plenty o 

ees 4 ra :  - ca action to hook newcomers and experience 
Bus oS 4 es et anglers to the fun of catching fish. af 
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b d fish in the boat I couldn’t ignore the oth- 
Come a oar for ers on the charter laughing at my “tro- 

° ° phy” 12-inch coho salmon. Regardless of 
tip S On bo O k 1 IN a their snickers, to me, it was a monster. 

Before this mammoth first catch, I 

G iE L k admit I was a bit nervous as we arrived 

a rea a es at the Port of Kenosha a little before 
¢ : noon. That eased when I got my first 

fis hing charte i faraway glance at Captain Dave Scott, 
owner of Resolute Charters, and real- 

af = ; <geee, ized he wasn’t the eye-patch-wearing, 
P aT er ey yee » 4 4 sparrot-on-the-shoulder type sea cap- 

4 : i l | 1 ip otk al ee ka oe tain. oe serene he was an 
Fe Se a, ea | eae ata Sy inviting host — fun, polite, a passionate 

i AL: bela! on licen Bi we ea angler a a ee ne whe imme- 
fe eget ee ey oe a i | gous di 
% ; : ~ SS Poel cl liately at ease. 

( ‘ i fy TA Ui ref i a Jal By afi Fj, Superior book Great Four other first-time charter anglers 
\ &. AR pee = a te. | BCS I Ss and I boarded the Resolute not knowing 

ee Pe | ‘ed \ a= \ i] am MCCUE LCL i" ee th ti 
N ; ip Soe asses a Fe iY | ay — — what to expect during i next five 

c i / ia ae 7. CT | i} \ ii ~ hours on the water. Captain Dave en- 
eu | | <a Wee Se - Live couraged us to get comfortable and 

j mala “ oo =| — take a look around the cabin. Much to 
| sf) | i ray \ | * J my relief, the bathroom was actually a 

feu) p  \ | : tiny room with a flushable toilet and 
he & —=< |, hot running water. When I had read 

x Ay Be | a me KF “stand up head” on his website, I was a 
my ; a 4 f _ A eg little concerned, but that’s common 

5 oye a. i ae et boat terminology, which to landlubbers 
Sse —" = = oS fet, We simply means bathroom. 

eg eee een As we headed out from the harbor, 

| os 1 3 D | aug a | | ) | ye * 4" ceed himself, the boat, what we would be 
ee tl by. Al s y' J ) J Lae LJ iy _ ll eo doing for the day and encouraged us to 

poe ee : ae . : oe ce : aa . oe ask as many questions as we wanted 

eee : a ea anne — ae. throughout the trip. 

a ' t 4 four to five miles offshore, Captain 

Story by Alisa Lopez and photos by Robert Queen Dave slowed the boat and began putting 
out fishing rods, 16 to be exact. Some 

hen my turn came around, I sat were hooked to planer boards that an- 

anxiously on the edge of my seat — ___ gled those lines wide to each side. Some 
feet t : Thy d tl d were hooked to heavy downriggers 

eet tapping, Nanas restiess an that plummeted those lines deeper 

heart pounding. Oh geez! I thought, under the water for quick release if a 

and stared intensely at the fishing sh hit the line. Some were on outrig- 
A é ee i i gers that went out to the side just wide 

lines surrounding me, waiting and listening as the ofthe boat and some werelon long 
tension mounted in the boat. lines with flashing pieces of metal that 

trailed far behind the boat as we trolled. 
“There! That one!” I heard sudden- __ this is it! My first fish! Iran to the rod, The flashers simulate a school of bait- 

ly from behind me. I stood up quickly, struggling to get my sealegs. ThenI _ fish and attract trout and salmon that 
looking frantically left, right and be- _ gripped the rod and started reeling. may be feeding near the surface. 
hind to see which line the captain was “Keep it steady,” the captain said. I The captain prepared everything as 

pointing to of the 16 rigs spread out __ started reeling my fish in, and I swear, _ we relaxed and took in the beautiful 
before me like piano wires. it’s a trophy, a real fighter! seascape of water around us. After he 

“Tsee it!” My thoughts of the big catch of the explained what movement we should 
The reel clicking, the rod shaking — day were not long-lived. After we gotthe watch for in the lines, no more than a 
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couple of minutes passed before a fish _ this, I’m making plans to take another © Why book a charter? 
hit the lure. day trip. A licensed, experienced captain not 

As the afternoon went on, the sun If you enjoy fishing, being out on __ only ensures a safe, enjoyable trip, but 
shone high in the sky. We warmed up __ the water, feeling the sun and wind, __ also increases the odds of catching fish 

and so did the fishing. Each of us wait- and being in the company of good _ because they know the waters and fish 
ed our turn to reel in fish after fish. We friends, create your own memories by ona regular basis. 

lost a few, but that’s normal according to booking a charter trip. Wisconsin offers “When you book a charter, you're 

Captain Dave. The most funis the antic. endless opportunities for charter ad- hiring the captain, his/her expertise, 

ipation as you watch the poles around _ ventures at 14 ports from Kenosha _ the boat and the equipment,” says 
you, waiting to see one get snagged or _ north to Washington Island, another 14 Dave Scott. “Captains have a great net- 

hear someone else shout out, “Fish on!” ports along both shores of Green Bay, work of information of what the fishing 

There really isn’t a reason torunand and 11 ports on Lake Superior from iS like and where the fish are, providing 

scramble with your arms flailing wildly Saxon Harbor west to Superior, as well Customers with the best opportunities 

to get to the rod. If the fish bite hard, _as different kinds of guided fishing _ to catch a lot of fish.” 
they’re on for the long haul. That didn’t opportunities on inland lakes and Being a fairly new angler myself, 

stop each of us from feeling asense of streams. To help guide youin your one of my main concerns was the fact 

urgency as we rushed to get to the poles quest, here are commonly asked ques- that I had very little fishing experience, 
like our life depended on it, laughing the _ tions and answers about charter fishing. but since Great Lakes charters are 

entire way. We thoroughly enjoyed the Though most of these questions are almost all trolling, you don’t have to 
battle bringing in the strong, muscular _ aimed to help you plan your strategy  WOrTY about holding your rod or cast- 

fish that pull, dart, jump and diveas you for a Great Lakes charter, alot of this ing. And with the help of your captain, 
slowly haul them in toward the back of advice will hold for inland lake charters | YOu don’t even have to take the fish off 
the boat and the captain waiting witha —_ ax well, the hook! Similarly, inland lake guides 
big net. help their clients learn effective casting 

We got really lucky. All five of us What is charter fishing? and jigging techniques. 
caught our bag limit that day, and be- Charter fishing is when a professional “We take out people who have 
cause we moved about and fished dif- guide provides you with the boat, equip- _ fished all their lives and also people 
ferent depths, we brought ina mixed ment and expertise to provide a fishing who have never touched a rod and 

bag of cohos, a king salmon (Chinook), _ experience within a specified time limit. _ reel,” says Scott. “Our job is to give 
lake trout and steelhead (rainbow Most Great Lakes charters fish by _ you the instructions you need to use 
trout). Fortunately, the rest of my fish _ trolling, where the fishing lines are bait- _ the equipment and have fun doing so.” 

were considerably larger than that first ed with lures or bait fish and are drawn Even avid anglers can benefit from 
12-incher. Any previous nervousness __ through the water behind the moving _ the knowledge of a charter captain. 
before our charter adventure had long _ boat. What this means for the angler is “A lot of people take a charter out to 

since washed overboard and asI write _a relaxing ride until the fish bite. try to find out where the fishing is 
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oe 

>\ 
; N ‘Z F Even experienced same price whether you are booking 

Boe ciate Dict the boat for one person or six. The costs 
a aE erate . 

be Bo nae of running the boat out and back are 
lures-and techniques the same regardless of the number of 

, iste people aboard, which is why the price 
ETL 5 h 
areca may only differ a little if you have two 

3 people or a full load. If you like to keep 

Ve the price low and you only have a couple 
of people, ask about booking with another 

ye small group if possible. 
ae < Prices between charters in the same 

i \ wre _ ee general area shouldn’t differ by more 

“ ' ce than $40 or $50. For example, in the 

~ fe ee oe Kenosha area, the cost of a six-person, 

Se : i TE is five-hour charter runs between $450 
pe ee and $500. Most fishing charters accept 

eae oe ae : cash, check or credit card. If someone is 
= ee ' = offering a charter for $100 or less, 

aS a + , there’s probably a reason, according to 

a P| 1 Se Scott. “It’s not always that way, but the 
: . = iS = old saying, ‘You get what you pay for’ 

A y BN «(might apply.” 
’ , f q OS Most charters require a deposit 

” ae s 7s ¢ ~ ae which is essentially an insurance policy 
_ a pa * ¥ ae “Vis r to give customers incentive to show up. 

a as | . 4 B No deposit and a no-show the day of 

= a R >” the charter, means that a captain just 
= q lost a job that he or she may have 

Co booked 60 times over. Always ask in — y' 
S + advance about the cancellation policy 

S ‘oe so you know the time allotted to cancel 

good, what lures and baits we use, and Another good way is by word of mouth. °° reschedule. ue something fae UP, 
also which techniques work, so they _ Ask locals in the area or the chamber of just Bere a = oh ee 
have more information when they go _ commerce for recommendations. Don’t a Be Lace 

out on their own boat,” says Scott. “It’s overlook asking friends who have en- e ue . , 
a quick way to get information versus _joyed past charters. : ie os eae a Pe 

trial and error. Five hours on a charter 2 ares us zm ae mee eu 7. 
boat can save you a lot of time and ef- When should I book? a will not risk their passengers’ safety 
fort as you learn how to do things.” If you’re interested in charter fishing, 

Case in point, anyone can go, have start looking early Bee as soon as 

fun and learn something from charter YOU find a guide yes comfortable ae ea ee 
fishing, regardless of experience level. with. As with any service that requires Ce eee eet rimces: : 

reservations, you want to book as far in * Get plenty of rest before your trip. 

How do | find a charter? advance as you can as weekends book ¢ Eat breakfast and bring a lunch, but 

There are many ways to help you locate yp the quickest. Most charters take stay away from greasy or acidic foods. 
a charter. The Internet is a great re- reservations up toa year ahead of time. ° Drink plenty of water. 
source since such a large majority of The Great Lakes season starts sometime * Avoid alcoholic beverages. 

charter businesses have their own web- in April, depending on weather, and * Avoid the cabin/enclosed spaces or 
sites with details such as cost, amenities puns through mid-October. Also re- lying down. 

and pictures of boats and previous — member to call your charter a few days ° Sit in the center of the boat. 

eee Suna aey Grete oe before your trip to confirm the date, ° Focus ona fixed reference point on the 
fishing charters” or “fishing charters find out if weather might delay your horizon. 
followed by the port from which you trip and reconfirm departure times and * Talk to a pharmacist about over-the- 

wantto ee vor mle Port ee travel directions to the dock. counter preventatives or consider a 
ington, Sheboygan, Algoma and so prescribed remedy and follow direc- 
forth. Many full-time captains also What's the cost? tions. Start taking it before you board. 
advertise online and at sports shows. _ Charter trips generally cost around the 
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and will be upfront about the weather What type of licenses should my or her heart in the business. 

conditions. captain have? Years of experience are important. 

“If the weather is going to be bad _ Every charter captain should be able to Whether charter fishing is the captain's 

and you don’t think people will havea show you a U.S. Coast Guard License, sole job may be less of a factor in your 

good time, you expect your captain to _ which allows captains to take passen- _ decision. 

let you know and either postpone or gers for hire and also show proof of lia- “There are some really good young 

cancel and refund the money,” says __ bility insurance, which protects you captains fresh out of school who are 

Scott. “If it’s going to be dangerous, you _ and the captain. right on top of things and there are 

expect your captain not to take you out Your captain isn’t the only one who —_ some who have been in the business for 

at all and also refund or reschedule.” needs a license. Any angler 16 years or 50 years and are just going through the 

When your charter comes toanend, _ older is required to have either a valid motions,” says Scott. “It’s a similar situ- 

it’s customary, although not required, to annual fishing license (with a Great _ ation with part-timers. They can be just 

tip about 10 percent per person. As with Lakes Stamp) or a two-day Great Lakes _as qualified and also excellent captains, 

any tipped service, show your apprecia- _ license (resident or non-resident), which _ but because nearly 80 to 85 percent of 

tion for the experience you had. includes the price of the Great Lakes _ our business is based on referrals, you 

: stamp. Sometimes you can purchase _ can be fairly confident that if someone 
2? : es a 4 

How long will | be on the charter? these at the charter dock but always ask _is doing this full-time, their customers 

ay anelday charter wall Tun ahead of time. Fishing licenses are _ have had a good experience with them.” 
around five hours, typically starting at . i ‘ s 
d suet bet IN available online, at 1,500 licensing out- Is It better if my captain has a 

awiito usu bel ore noo ny Atte noon lets and at DNR Service Centers. = 2 y.cap 
charters start about noon or 1 p.m. Your first mate? 

charter may include dock time for fill- | What can | expect from With high-tech gadgets and modern 

ing out licenses and cleaning fish upon my captain? equipment such as autopilots, first mates 

your return, or it can mean that the Your captainis a vital part of the charter _ aren't really necessary. Some captains 

clock doesn’t start until you begin fish-__ fishing experience. Good captains work _ prefer them, some like to work alone, but 

ing and doesn’t end until your allotted hard to make sure you have a great time the majority of captains don’t use them. 

time is up, or your bag limits havebeen and hopefully catch fish. You should What do I need to know about 

reached. Captains have different ways expect effort, education, honesty, a the boat? 

of assessing the time, so ask before clean and safe environment and an ‘ ae F : 
: Part of the charter fishing experience is 

hand. overall great experience. i i‘ a 
z : y i being out on the water, relaxing with 

Six- and eight-hour charters are also When you're calling around and : . : ‘ 
2 é : : friends or family and having a good time. 

offered as well as two-day charters with __ talking to different charter captains, fol- 4 
i Bagh That said, you want to be comfortable as 

overnight stays and a meal or two _ low your instincts on whether the cap- ‘ 

included. tain sounds knowledgeable and hashis = Y°" Hee as 
; 8 Lakes. The size of the boats will vary, but 

\4 eB La “py ie a ee i F : ae most are 30 feet or larger, with an average 

Bm. |/ t 4 y. ed) / el boat being between 32 and 36 feet, ac- 

" : . ‘gm YF Wij fe iy {38 cording to Scott. Some people run smaller 

‘i ‘ Vy fe. 3 ic ae ‘4 boats, but will advertise for only two to 

= <s : Pan ifs } ‘ay a three people, while charters on larger 

an i jy Oe — "4 s(vessels can take up to six clients. 

p ee Pe 4 saa Y filme wy am | sei The age of the boat is not really rela- 
ae A » a : Wi , sais vant if it’s kept in good condition. Wear 

r8 | | Yo LY A * © is normal, neglect is not. Wear would be 

= i * 4p a —a things such as scuff marks, battle scars 

/ . oa . and wear spots, whereas neglect would 
a be broken equipment. Unfortunately, 
a you probably won't get a good idea of a 

i Back on boat's condition until you arrive at the 

i / i storie dock and by then, it might be too late to 

y ec “Sa Fee the cancel the charter. 

. ‘ v —— catehas A few important aspects of a charter 
se  \ © Partotthe = boat can directly affect your fishing 
ae & _ Chartered . : : : . 

<i eS service. experience. First things first, a private 

i gs: - restroom is something you want to ask 

we ei about. Generally, most charter boats 

a ; 3 + will have this, but it’s also something 

iN . you don’t want to make an assumption 

8 Wisconsin Natural Resources



about. Other amenities that might be _ within driving distance to pick it up. | of water and space-friendly activities 
important are whether or not there isa Also check out smokehouse opportuni- _ such as coloring books. 
cabin, if there is heating or air condi- _ ties near your home before your trip so ifvouh ti k 
tioning, and if a sink or refrigerator are you can drop off your catch if you have you neve. aE Fee meas, 
available to clients. a good day. Sour captain! ; , zl 

When it comes tothe equipment! sear Charter captains are in the fish business 
most charter boats willladvertice and What is a “no fish or your next and the people business. Feel free to ask 
eeilatewe trip is free” guarantee? any questions to a potential captain 

+ All fishing tackle This is a marketing promise that guar- until you have all your answers. A 

oh antees if you don’t catch a single fish good captain will take the time to make 
Redse during the allotted time, then your next sure you are fully satisfied and com- 

* Autopilot trip is free. It’s not a trick, and captains _ fortable when booking a charter with 
* Global Positioning System (GPS) who use this guarantee normally stand _ them. Keep in mind, they are often out 
© Rlectronic fich ander by their word, but it shouldn’t really in- _ on the water for long hours, most days 
* Downriggers fluence your charter choosing decision. _ of the week, so if they don’t get back to 
+ Electronic temperature sensor According to Captain Dave, many _ you right away, they'll get back to you 

epAllicnreoequinment captains don’t use this guarantee, be- _as soon as they can. Have fun and get 

Although many advertisements will cause it’s usually not an issue. Getting hooked on charter fishing! Mu 

show name brands of the different eas HELIN OP EUNOE oA 
3 ae : any captain. Alisa Lopez communicates about fisheries 

equipment, this isn’t really anything issues for the DNR’s Education and Informa- 
that should influence your decision. Can people with disabilities go tion program. 

According to Captain Dave, the cap- __ charter fishing? 

tains are “mostly trying to impress each Yes! Check with your captain ahead of i ok Soe aC 
other when they advertise brand name _ time, but charters do serve people with EMS ei lal 

ee So Charter Fishing in Wisconsin 
What kind of fish will | catch? Andy Janicki, a Department of Natur- —_wnw.wistravel.com/activities_in_ 
A wide range of fish can be reeled in al Resources accessibility coordinator, wisconsin/charter_fishing/ 

while charter fishing on Lake Michigan jomed a charter fishing expediion, Great Lakes Charters 

and Lake Superior, but different ports oe aaa Deeg alec 

have different peak times. Many species The charter Nice really great fonme Phartored: Hshing tat 
including lakelvoue brownibeul cane because I like fishing but have trouble Travel Wisconsin 
bow trout (steelhead), walleye, Chi- doing the ‘dirty work’ myself,” says travelwisconsin.com/ 

Wook (ein) calor colaecie enc: Janicki. “Before my injury I enjoyed eee a! 
Atlantic salmon can be caught through- going fishing occasionally, but without Wisconsin Fishing Guide 

Out theyecn putea ences has the function that I used to have, doing Www.Lfghp.com/wi-html 
peak seasons. If you're seeking a partic- things like baiting a hook and taking a Rental Boat Charters 

: : fish off are nearly impossible. With the | Www.rentalboatcharters.com/ 
ular fish, ask your charter captain to tell h ee f x fishing-charters/Wisconsin 

you the best time to catch what you're . arch captain taking cate Ob evely 
looking for. Regardless, the best time to thing, all Thad ae i oriyjaboulwas 

fish is, of course, anytime you can. eee eel What to bring 

Who’s going to clean the fish? Can! bring enlldren * valid Wisconsin fishing license with 

Fish cleaning varies per charter. Some chanted fee reat Eanes ocan 
captains include fish cleaning and fillet- Sarees De ns pst charters © layered clothing 
ing inthe costor te charten whilecome and each captain will have his or her rec- ° raingear 

will charge per fish for these services. ommendations when it comes to age. * sunglasses 

Plan to bring a small cooler with ice for However, it is usually left up to the par- * sunscreen protection 

your food and beverages and leave a ents’ discretion. When it comes to the ac- ° hat 
large cooler in your car to take your fish tual fishing, as long as the children can * soft-soled shoes 

home. Ice is sometimes provided at the | demonstrate the ability to usearod and *_ camera 
site, but more than likely, you'll have to "eel, captains will often help out anden- —* sloves 
buy ice locally to keep your catch cool. courage them to reel in their own fish. ° food (snacks and sandwiches) 

If you want your fish smoked, ask But, it’simportant to keep in mind thata _*_heverages (water, soft drinks, etc.) 
your charter captain if there isasmoke- charter trip could last more than five __* motion sickness medication, if 

house in the area, but remember that _ hours and that a confined space with no 2 needed 

the smoking process could take afew other activities can make any child rest- Paes oles au reezet Paes (or 
days, at which time you might not be __ less. Come prepared with snacks, plenty 
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website, book stores and retailers sell- Ae si SAE a 
Sg 

ing hunting and outdoor recreation ay ? 

equipment. eas 3 U eI a C ; 
e All-Outdoors Atlas & Field Guides, ci Lis <== Ye 

Sportsman’s Connection, 1423 N. [eit ree — 
Eighth St., Superior, WI 54880, (1-888) ave H Ti] wa G Se 4 rs 

572-0182, www.sportsmansconnection. ne p 

com. This two-volume set for northern \ s eS DUCKS UNLIMITED 5 
and southern Wisconsin is similar to the eee G RO U Ny DS J Tana ead NV Wea le 

DeLorme maps, but contains more aS! : : f gs 
details, $29.95 per volume. . i= : eee § \ = 3 Vig i 

Another valuable tool for finding yg a al : Ee < = 
3 yi . i. = 

ores hunting Janel that Bost or a whe (Sen é Properties co-managed with conservation organizations 
dime is DNR’s online Stewardship 0 4 3 Bests 45 are often open for hunting, but check for special 

Grant acquisitions mapping tool (dnr. aps and boundaries of public hunting grounds are conditions. 
wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/LR/Stewardship/ available online, in plat books, field guides, DNR eae OE EAN 

mapping.html). Be sure to scroll to the Offices, county offices and at forest headquarters. ah i eN\ aa 
. ; ) : 5 OR: 

bottom of the page and print out the in- map, choosing from an alphabetical list, Pee fen ai) Mlaey\ ta ee 
structions before getting started. ; or by selecting a county. For some A a a Re cA 

If you prefer to talk tosomeonein wildlife areas, the website providesa [J ae PRIMARILY FOR PUBLIC HUNTING, ie 
person, call the DNR Call Center toll- property map, location, directions, a oe ee eo us 

free at ee INFO (1-888-936- history of the property, and adescrip- PM Deane * oO 
7463) where staff is available to answer 43... of the habitat and species found. a eee chan ah eZ 

tions seven days a week from 7 bn na ae : : eI ques ; Many other listings don’t include on- | a ve 
f ce a.m. to 10 p.m. Customers can also con- jing details, but all provide maps and ! oy S i 

tact any local DNR Service Center for directions. bees CIs ag UL Cie < 
a " . “| Hy 
Caen . ‘ All state wildlife areas are open to a ! AaWt4 Hera a N ae 

Some properties have special regu- ae oe es 
fe 5 full range of traditional outdoor recre- : . A 

lations so check with property man- : : : : aml | : Ag 
ational uses, including hunting, fishing, f ad 

agers before the season. Also check 2 ae ! Bly, eae We Ae 2 
: ‘ . trapping, hiking, nature study and © tee raed A Te i 

out the information on hunting state- b icki B that Bsa 2 mz E fe a o| | | Eye 5 
owned lands and federal lands in the Sqrvabyesue aro Ors sa eal): oN ONS 7 
deer and small game hunting regula encounter others outdoors and be cau- & rare | REE & 

aaheG ee om aaa = 
tions booklets. ae epee rounds are Stout ahead of time to learn what types of hunting and 

“Driving off established roads, dam- vee : coun a ah travel are permitted on each property. 
: ‘ : private lands that are leased or eased for , 
ae ee oe ae Seer public hunting,” adds Loomans. “Our areas, headquarters and park building 

stands out overnight are prohibited on a i 4 : ? mye 
atitelowewsa oe . i Loomans. _ Signs usually indicate if the property is sites and private residences within park 

’ y i 5 raat properties are generally included in the “County owned properties may have leased or eased and, in those situations, ‘ ; 

differentirce ulations’ hunting is the only legal activity. The no-hunting ateas of the parks. Camping 
8 ‘ 5 . is restricted to designated campsites. It’s up to you to find the land that’s landowner retains the rights to mush- ae renee 

ae ” nrestricted access: e following 
best suited to your particular sport, but | Tooms, asparagus and berry-picking. is . 

resources a e aid in ns search, Dee aoa ecuire eperiel access por 
Here are some to get you started. State parks, trails and eee busty (neue liom Reve 

eo uiner forests special regulations and closed areas 

State land More than 40 of DNR’s park properties within their boundaries: Big Bay, Buck- 
Wildlife areas are open to hunting and fall within horn, Governor Thompson, Hartman 

Almost 300 designated wildlife and three categories: unrestricted, CWD Creek, Interstate, Kinnickinnic, Mill 

fishery areas are scattered across the _ and limited access. Maps showing the Bluff, Newport, Rock Island and Wil- 

state, ranging in size from the 171-acre park boundaries and where hunting low River. 

Behning Creek Wildlife Area in Polk js allowed can be downloaded from CWD special access: Hunters who 

County, to the 44,000 acres in public | DNR’s website (dnr.wi.gov/org/land/ wish to hunt deer during the CWD 

ownership along the Lower Wisconsin _ wildlife/reclands/Hunt.htm) or are _ hunts in the following parks must carry 

State Riverway. The DNR website can _ available at each park office. Vehicle ad- _a special free permit, available online 
help you locate each wildlife area (dnr. mission stickers and valid deer hunting —_ (dnr.wi.gov/org/land/ wildlife /hunt/ 
wi.gov/org/land/wildlife/wildlife_ licenses are required at all parks. As deer/cwdStatePark.htm), at the park 

areas/alpha.htm) by clicking on a state | you would expect, campgrounds, beach _ office, or at DNR service centers within 
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LAN RA OX PRIVATE LANDS 
ee Oe | LEASED FOR 

» Kee LO fi PUBLIC HUNTING 

| me = - Bria ONLY ee e . | 
an cae etc 7 a} 1 RESPECT 

Peso TURE UO a tea SS KD LANDOWNER'S itis) LENSE Sue Si ie} RIGHTS 
ay a Sy ue ia) aS, Sie: ae di 
gsi VU ee cs ae a & ede - 

A Pa a8) eta: ie Cena a a 
a i } g | bo = g 

} { ‘ = i i , B oe S 

vale CoML 5: & : pA aa: oS é 
Where private land abuts public lands, you may still be Respect private property boundaries. Some owners Some owners lease public hunting rights. Scout the 

able to hunt if you seek permission before the season open their lands for recreation on a limited basis. land and talk with landowners to learn where access 
begins. Contact them early. roads and parking are available. 

the CWD zones: Belmont Mound, Blue _ Forest. Most state natural areas are also _— bear, snowshoe hare, squirrel and 

Mound, Browntown-Cadiz Springs open to hunting, but check with the — woodcock hunting. Adjacent to the for- 
Recreation Area, Devil’s Lake, Gover- _ property manager to be sure. est boundary are over 100,000 acres of 

nor Dodge, Mirror Lake, Natural rere county forests and two large wildlife 

Bridge, New Glarus Woods, Rocky Arbor, ie TOTES ‘ d souk areas — Fish Lake and Crex Meadows. 

Tower Hill and Yellowstone Lake. ee eee eee nO ene Each fall, the Northern Highland- 
ae : forests — Brule River, Black River, Fi i 

Limited access: The following parks : ‘ American Legion State Forest draws 
if Coulee Experimental, Flambeau River, h f d th f 

require hunters to buy a $3 Park Hunt- 5 ; unters from around the state for gun eA P é i ee Governor Knowles, Peshtigo River and and archery deer hunting. Hunting 

mes ete CHIU PILOT CO Bens Northern Highland-American Legion. ruffed grouse, woodcock Eo eee 
during a lowed Beacons: eras are Hunting information and maps of each ace eee age tajaniirdrers, iv odt 
available ona first-come, first-served  ¢, ast are available at dnr.wi.gov/ : ; 7 i ie 

basis starting at noon on Saturday, forestry /stateforests. (Scroll down and a a aie OP ae : A et Jas, 
: ‘ ic ing aspen, birch, oak and pine 

mabee rae wees lcensevendns pick a forest from the drop-down list pal ‘ eat a variety of game Pie 
rather than from the park. Most parks oy specific information about each 4, iB 50 tof the NH-ALi 
have special regulations that canbe forest.) Check the maps or with proper- at ust Over a Eee che semen 
printed (along with the map) from the ty managers for campgrounds, picnic ae Watering) deer sone 

‘ A Tdi . an ercent is high- t te- 
website (dnr.wi.gov/org / land /wildlife/ areas, wildlife refuges and other closed li P fed ' bi ape aa 
hunt/deer/StatePark.htm). Parks with areas, See Oe te 

limited access include: Brunet Island, The Brule River State Forest has Federal land 
Council Grounds, Harrington Beach, over 40 miles of hunter walking trails _ National Forests 
High Cliff, Kohler-Andrae, Loew Lake and favorable habitat for deer, grouse, Most federal land in Wisconsin is in the 

Unit-Kettle Moraine State Forest, Penin- — woodcock, bear and waterfowl. The __ two national forests — Chequamegon 
sula, Perrot, Rib Mountain, Wildcat Black River State Forest offers excellent and Nicolet. The Chequamegon, head- 
Mountain and Wyalusing. opportunities for white-tailed deer, quartered in Park Falls, covers about 

Some state trails (Elroy-Spartaand —_ ruffed grouse, wild turkey and squir- 858,400 acres in Ashland, Bayfield, 

Tuscobia) have unrestricted access for _rels. The 90,000 acres comprising the | Sawyer, Price, Taylor and Vilas coun- 
hunting, but check the website for spe- _ Flambeau River State Forest is open to __ ties, while the Nicolet, headquartered in 
cial regulations and maps. Other state hunt bear, waterfowl, deer and grouse, Rhinelander, covers nearly 661,400 

trails have varying levels of access, to name a few. To the south, the Coulee —_acres in Florence, Forest, Langlade, 

depending upon how much of the prop- Experimental State Forest near La Oconto, Oneida and Vilas counties. 

erty falls within city or county jurisdic- | Crosse consists of about 3,000 acres of | Find maps and other hunting informa- 
tion where firearm possession may be upland timber and open field where __ tion on the forest’s website, www.fs. 
limited. hunters will find deer, ruffed grouse, _ fed.us/r9/cnnf/, click on “Hunting,” or 

Other recreation areas and southern _ squirrels, turkeys and rabbits. stop in at the headquarters office. 

forest properties that allow hunting Governor Knowles State Forest Other than a valid Wisconsin hunt- 
are: Hoffman Hills Recreation Area, (north of Grantsburg and formerly __ ing license, no special license or permit 

Richard Bong Recreation Area, Kettle called the St. Croix River State Forest) _ is required to hunt the national forest. A 

Moraine State Forest-Northern and has more than 19,000 acres open for _ daily $5 or annual $20 parking fee is 
Southern Units and Point Beach State _ white-tailed deer, ruffed grouse, black _ charged in some areas. Portable stands 
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We don’t expect you to reveal your secret ; ae a ee a 
hunting spot, but how about sharing some = PRODUCTION J aie open to hunting. 
of your secrets to success while hunting AREA Dre HSC eceeiee 
public land? Does a portable tree stand ! iy ul SUT Le Ld 
guarantee venison in your freezer? Which ek aad » | ue 
forest, park or wildlife area is your favorite? = Rea Se ene aie ig si 
How many years have you been hunting ‘ ict iW PS ue Beene 2 ae 
public land and what's your success rate? ee eo wee mB cance 

eee ; es s meciooggonon a 
Send your letters to: anes ee 

WNR magazine Se 7) DEERHUNTING | ee == 
PO. Box 7921 ein | ONLY |e == 
Madison, WI 53707 Bee | SEASONS’ |e _ ——o ————— 

Or e-mail letters to: ee ape Ee PA | rx a 
david.sperling@wisconsin.gov eee | bee Kt Ce Jo 

a eres. SUN Me A ml wit 
: ITo bee Pee Vio 7 

are allowed on national forestlands < : <2 2 s cs ee ae geo Ne 
and must be taken down each night § p ene ee 
after the hunt. Screw-in steps and per- ae i Se eee os 8 Pg a 
manent stands — anything nailed, bolt- jasawes, “other foot travel Hie Gene a, oe ; ‘ Aa 2 
ed or otherwise attached in such a way Fg, AND ROROYSLES, tera 

as to do damage — are prohibited here, [Agia gyy Ges Y=tictes j RSNA i 7784. Links and contact information for 

as well as on most other public lands. Sours 7g all Wisconsin offices of the USFWS are 
Stands used by hunters can be left in Bee De = available at www.fws.gov/midwest/ 
the woods until the last day of the sea- AC eves iin) 28 maps/wisconsin.htm or www.fws.gov/ 
son when they must be removed. Exces- _ Small parcels detached from larger properties may midwest /documents/wisconsin.pdf. 

rer eee amrace’ | ia mein ercdsct hits ed and only trees under one inch in gtewa rchip ae site. fishing on national wildlife refuges in 

diameter can be cut. Wisconsin is available at www.fws. 
Hunting is permitted on national _ U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service land gov / midwest /huntandfishregulations. 

forest lands except in campgrounds, The Midwest Region of the U.S. Fish & 

other developed recreation sites suchas _ Wildlife Service (USFWS) is committed _ Other federal land 

boat launches /landings, picnic areas or _ to providing quality hunting, fishing Public hunting is allowed on Fort 

posted areas. Just as on state property, and wildlife watching on its lands. McCoy property between Sparta and 

there may not be signs or fences to tell In Wisconsin, these cover more than Tomah, about 35 miles east of La Crosse. 

you where you may be crossing onto _ 181,000 acres on eight wildlife refuges | Check out Fort McCoy’s website at 

private land. The district offices sell vis- and two wetland management districts. | www.mccoy.army.mil/, click “Recre- 

itor maps at various scales that canhelp | Hunting is allowed at Fox River, Hori- _ ation Opportunities” then “Hunting & 

you keep your bearings. con, Necedah, Trempealeau, Upper Fishing.” A limited number of gun-deer, 
Park so you are not blocking traffic. Mississippi River and Whittlesey Creek _ archery, turkey and muzzle-loader per- 

You cannot take your vehicle off-road _ wildlife refuges. mits are issued. Fort McCoy has a modi- 

or on trails in the Chequamegon-Nicolet Staff at the Leopold and St. Croix _ fied nine-day gun-deer season with two 

to either set up a stand or retrieve © USFWS wetland management districts days of buck only (Saturday and Sun- 

game. Camping is allowed anywhere in manage waterfowl production areas _ day), two days of either sex (Monday 

the forest unless posted otherwise. (WPA). A listing of WPA properties and Tuesday), concluded by five days of 

Some campgrounds remain open dur- managed by the Leopold district in buck only (Wednesday through Sun- 

ing hunting seasons, but services such _ the eastern half of the state can be day). Fort McCoy is a separate Deer 
as garbage pickup, snow removal, downloaded from their website at www. | Management Unit and issues its own 

water, or latrines are not maintained _fws.gov/midwest/leopold/WPADirect | Hunter Choice Permits. State of Wiscon- 

during the late fall and winter months. ions.pdf. For WPA properties in the _ sin Bonus Tags and Hunter Choice Per- 

You can get information on specific _ western half of the state, stop in or call _ mits are not valid at Fort McCoy. 

campgrounds by contacting one of the the St. Croix district office at 1764 95th All seasons, dates and prices are 

district offices. Street, New Richmond, WI, (715) 246- _ subject to change by Fort McCoy au- 
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best off contacting you will be on the property, especially 

the county’s forest __ if their home is on the site. They aren’t 
administrator — list- required to allow you to drive or park 

ed on the website— _ on their property. Please don’t litter or 
or county park or for- | damage property, and stay on any ac- 

est departments lo- _ cess lanes the landowner has designat- 

a cated at county court- ed when crossing closed or non-tax law 

thy a eas = houses. Or try local _lands to reach open lands. Portable tree 
Sea BB ee eee chambers of com- _ stands are allowed, just as on DNR 

he a eee §=merceortouristin- _ lands, but screw-in steps or any other 
malice a = Se ea formation centers to devices that would damage the land- 

i emis §8see what maps are owner's trees are not. 
‘ a ; available. Farmers who suffer damage from 

cas a ees ome . gee Check with the _ wildlife (deer, bear, geese or turkey) can 

Tae a j= ae ! a = county park depart- _file claims and receive compensation 
a ayy Al [JIS ee ments to find out from the Wildlife Damage Abatement 
Taf 4p Hed hh dept 5 SSS about hunting op- and Claims Program (WDACP). In re- 
Aen Bit FE Ss a or emer mie 
ia SS eee portunities in these turn, they must allow hunters access to 

ee ; ph ed eee ‘ier. — counties: Dane, Door, _ their property, either by managed or 
Nee He c= ois pe 2 Pepin, Portage, Man- _ open access. Under the managed access 

aes ae A Pe s A. uy Bi 4 Ae itowoe, St. Croix, She- option, the farmer can limit access to 
: oo es sae 2 ae di — ol i boygan, Lafayette, two hunters per 40 acres of suitable 

: ce a ae ee Tg aes 2 Sauk, Richland, Fond _ hunting lands — a determination made 

B ~ wn &. : oe s. og 3 du Lac and Brown. by the county damage specialist. All 
The Brown County _ hunters must ask the farmer’s permis- 

thorities. For further information, call website (www.co.brown. wi.us/parks/ sion prior to hunting and sign the farm- 
(608) 388-3337. Fort McCoy fishing and _ activities /huntingguide lines.htm) has __ er’s log book. Under the open access 
hunting permits will soon be available _a lot of information about hunting in _ option, the land is open to any hunter 

through the Wisconsin Automated Li- _ county parks, including property maps. _ who notifies the farmer of their intent 
cense Issuance System (ALIS). To re- to hunt. 

ceive an application, send a self-ad- Programs that require landown- Some farmers also receive shooting 
dressed stamped envelope (specify type ers to open land to hunting permits to shoot antlerless deer inside or 

of application) to: Directorate of Public | Some private lands enrolled in two for- _ outside of the regular season, and may 
Works, ATTN: IMWE-MCY-PWEN _ est tax programs are open to public _ allow hunters to help them use their 
(Permit Sales), 2171 South Avenue, Fort hunting. You can hunt and fish on all damage tags. Lists of farmers who have 

McCoy, WI 54656-5136; e-mail mcco. Forest Crop Law (FCL) woodlands. received deer damage shooting permits 

dpw.permitsales@ conus. army.mil to | However, landowners who enrolled and those enrolled in the WDACP can be 
request that an application be e-mailed | woods ina subsequent program, the downloaded from the DNR website, 

to you; or, go to www.mccoy. army.mil, | Managed Forest Law (MFL), were given —_ dnr:wi.gov/org/land/wildlife/damage/ 

and download the application and __ the choices of paying ahigher tax rateif | twotypes.htm. Be sure to check out the 
sample envelope. The Permit Sales Of- _ they decided to close their land to pub- | “Commonly Asked Questions” link for 
fice is located in Building 2168 on the _ lic access. Listings of open forest tax law information about blaze orange require- 
property. Office hours are Monday- _lands in each county can be down- ments, the number and type of deer you 
Friday 7 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. loaded from the DNR’s website (dnr.wi. _ can shoot using the farmer’s tag, and 

gov/ forestry /ftax/openland.htm). The _ what types of weapons you may use. 
County land listings show the landowner’s name, 

Twenty-nine of Wisconsin’s counties, | amount of open acreage and the legal Land trusts that open 
most in the north, have a combined 2.4 _ description of the property. It’s a good _land to hunting 
million acres in county forests. With the | idea to purchase a county plat map to _ Land conservation organizations, or 

exception of a few sensitive areas, all be sure of ownership boundaries, roads, _ land trusts, conserve thousands of acres 

are open to public hunting. Visit the _ rivers, lakes and other land features. across Wisconsin, and some are open to 
Wisconsin County Forest Association You don’t need to ask permission to hunting. The Nature Conservancy rec- 

website (www.wisconsincountyforests. | hunt on open FCL or MFL lands, but it — ognizes hunting as a management tool 
com) to find contacts for each of these _—_ doesn’t hurt to call or visit ahead of the in reducing deer populations on their 
forests, (Click “Forest Acres,” then hunting season to establish a good rela~ _ properties where natural plant com- 
the county of interest). A few of the _ tionship with the landowner. It’s always —_ munities need to be protected. The Na- 
counties list links to maps, but youare _a good idea to let the landowner know _ ture Conservancy allows open hunting 
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die 

o Do’s and Don’ts for hunting public lands 
a 

‘ ; Tim Lawhern, DNR’s hunting safety administrator, has important advice to make your 

hunting experience on public land more enjoyable. 

“Rule number one is to follow the golden rule and treat everybody else as you would like 

to be treated,’ says Lawhern. “Then, follow the four basic hunter safety rules — the TAB-K: 

Treat every firearm as if it is loaded. Always point the muzzle in a safe direction. Be 

oi certain of your target and what’s beyond it. Keep your finger outside the trigger guard until 

> ready to shoot.” 
en zi y cli Beyond that, Lawhern advises: 

ee DO wear blaze orange - Chances are greater that you will run into someone on a public 

= : hunting ground who is hunting a different species, like turkey, squirrel, grouse, rabbit or 

na ioral 1 coyote, and it’s very likely that person won’t be wearing blaze orange. Two good rules to fol- 
Tis low are first, be aware of these other hunters, and second, even if you’re hunting a species 

that doesn’t require camouflage clothing — and most don’t — wear blaze orange anyway. 

f DON’T think it’s more dangerous to hunt on public land than private land. The fact is, 

tae ‘ eee and statistics show, more incidents occur on private land. The chances of being shot and 

‘ (ante mies 5 i killed by a hunter in North America are exactly the same as being struck by lightning; it’s 

Neela Ey) = pretty rare. It’s a common misperception that hunting on public land is unsafe. Don’t let 

He a a that stop you from trying it out. 

ence ts a DO be courteous - It’s public land, so it's free for anybody to use. If you see somebody 

Nair Tae) 5 sitting in close proximity to you, get up and move. If you see a hiker or bird-watcher, treat 

gs S them with courtesy. Leave the property in better condition than you found it. Whatever you 
Re ei ere e & bring in, take out, and whatever you find that’s not supposed to be there — like soda cans 

Ete : 3 and empty shell casings — take out, too. 

Bue xf a DON’T get into a heated argument - Whatever it’s about, it’s just not worth it, If you get 
i. into a disagreement about something, either try to find a way to mutually settle it, or if it’s 

without fee or permit at 16 of their pre- insignificant, just walk away. 

serves in Wisconsin, and takes applica- DO report a conflict situation - The best thing to do if you find yourself in a conflict 
tions for a permit and fee at another 13 where threats are exchanged is to politely excuse yourself, get to a phone and dial 9-1-1 or 

properties. The online permit process, the DNR tip-line (1-800-847-9367). If you carry a cell phone, program the number for speed 
including season dates, hunting guide- dial. 

lines and maps is available at their If you DON’T know where you are, assume you don’t have permission to be there! There 

website, www.nature.org /wherewework/ may be times when you get lost or turned around and aren't sure if you’re still on public 
northamerica/states/wisconsin /animals/. property. There aren’t always fences or signs designating boundaries. That’s why it’s impor- 

_ Vicki Elkin, policy director for Gath- tant to scout in advance, make sure you understand the maps, and know the boundaries. If 
ering Waters Conservancy, an umbrella you get turned around, go back to where you know you have authority to hunt. 
een for See ag ute DO make the best possible shot - Take aim. Take your time and you won’t have to worry 

community, said there are two options for about wounded game running onto private property, or another hunter finishing what you 
finding other trust lands open to hunting. Sartedl 

"Visit Gathering Waters’ website DON’T cut down live trees or put up permanent tree stands - On public land, only 

(www.gatheringwaters.org) for a state- portable tree stands can be used and these must be removed each day and taken home or 

wide oy aad aa back to your campsite. You are also allowed to move dead vegetation or do minor pruning, 

oe ad ee Hee Gusts Opetals to make a little blind or to improve your shooting alley, but you can’t cut down live trees 

Se ee ee ne U0 bigger than an inch in diameter. Leave your chain saw at home! 

ae a oe pa By land Ban DO be flexible - Typically, the greatest number of hunters use public hunting lands on 

ge hr teartis al er ir the first two days of the gun deer season. If you are concerned about safety on opening 

F : pel tered weekend, consider hunting during the week or the last weekend, and you'll find far fewer 
gov/stewardship/. This website also 

identifies the public access opportuni- Beoplelou less properties: A - i ; 
ties on each of these properties,” said paul pe know your One - Some public lands are rather inaccessible and just 

Elkin. wy getting back into them can be difficult, not to mention the strenuous task of dragging a 

deer back out. On private land, you may be able to use pickups and ATVs to get to your deer, 

Feature writer Kathryn A. Kahler hunts deer but you can’t on public land. You might want to buy or borrow some of the specialized equip- 

in southern Wisconsin on public hunting ment and carts to transport your deer back to your vehicle. 
grounds. 
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in ~— : ite: 

* ike. cs * ae 
aN ck i Wekeae ce 

on ‘i = SSN David L Sperling 
vat ey 

om ra : ; ] SS eet ride ® 7 Res days, our outdoor ad- 
cel a / j / j GN he is a ventures more often end up 

ad / / a i ( in a cabin than a tent, and 
a 1S bf be \ oat Py 4 j we do more weekend trips 

er Tf, o. Uf a4. , , a 4 than week-long camping. 
—— . ; ef & \ a ae peli) Still, I like to be prepared to be self- 

eg at 4 | . ; | a7) reliant. That means we plan our trips, 

> at, | } 4 ? \\ : | make lists of what we need to pack and 

] if s 7 |) | dos \ j i f follow our plan. 
aa Deo — pon ’ Sy \ : The planning process has many 

x ———"| ‘i 4 mH) sf ‘ } 4 ,t 4 benefits. First, it stretches out the experi- 
Ys o Me tf i= we  \ y i : 4 ence and gives more time to think and 

* iy So I ya i » : ne > talk about our vacations. Second, plan- 
gol } aw Ng Sy) A ee A were ning provides an excuse to socialize 

: Te 3 eo ar LS ‘ £ .F with friends at a pre-trip session. Third, 
j . \ s Lap y ‘7 & a ,u7 § ‘ talking through the trip ensures that we 

< ae j Lu 7 lita oc yf VU will have the gear we need so we don’t 
: \ a oe | mm) : _ —.. _ arrive for shore lunch with duplicate 

} i t ¥ S 1 Sas 2. w i \ a % ; ® . campstoves and no fry pans. Fourth, for 

L = ee a * beta oe + Yj, La : - ; = + me, part of the joy in getting outdoors is 

. gv - r Ques uv QC i x 1 oe ra #0 o> ka | getting away from a lot of “stuff.” I pre- 

u > ' iy AB 4 “TC ee u pe = © =| fer when we pack light, like we did in 

A ‘ 3 Pe ie ‘gis o aL 3 & the days when everything we needed 
& oe w> eee el ‘had to be lightweight and fit into a 
& ay “2 He mS 2 | backpack. I still find light packing to be 
aD es 4 U. ‘ce OF a “ liberating when I travel. 

' 5. re > 4 iy gs a. re aoe Ng ; I think that explains why I am so 

i ‘ ( ke ‘ a ca ' v 4 e 4 drawn to the “little packets” that often 

me A be ' ‘ i < Fig }_____ play a role in outdoor survival stories: 

g i a a 2g 4 ral 7 | ~ people who made it through harrowing 

PS Ce Py - aml circumstances because they did little 

cea NL | : ._ oe a \f things to be prepared. They kept their 
; “x J I cool and their advanced “what if” plan- 

ning provided a mixture of survival 

|  f b | b> | gear, skills and confidence. These are 

q | the people who pack a first aid survival 

‘ d kit in a Band-Aid tin or keep a boat re- 

pair kit in an empty plastic peanut but- 

ia hl a | 9 ter jar. These are the trip leaders who al- 
ways have a compass, fire starting stuff, 

U | |) R Le ay knife and emergency rations in their 

hiking vest. They are the people who 
Sha re you r sto a es rey aie) memade ait keep a winter survival kit packed into a 

Z small coffee can in their car. These may 
and custom ized eke g that hel p (00) even be the parents who keep a special 

fun pack in a Ziploc in the camping gear 

explore the outdoors more safely and just so their tent-bound youngsters 
- won't be bored to tears on a rainy day. 

(o@) nfi a] TNA And these are the folks whose campside 

= cooking gear includes packets of bread- 

ging and spice mixes just in case the 
pee a 7 3 bluegills are biting when the freeze- 
fouls (orboat and ee Ae 2 dried soups are starting to look old. 

together and at hand. 2 If you are one of those folks or if you 
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We ial kit you might carry: 

afety kit provided a Rete other readers ideas they 

our tips. If your s tell us your wan for their own needs. i 

5 dle that makes 
t on an adventure, ; can adapt fo of your respons 

Sa ede pandle het ue d, safety ne tt what you carry. ‘Il print as many 9 issue 

pack ee stand, hunting ee tale and fess up eee of your kit ee Fee February = ane 

your stay ite better, we wan : If you can take a dled up, show es as llow readers can spen fi 

kayak or campsi ack and how it th taken apart and bun 
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Resi oe pain e Hl pos that photo er Weare er 
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ee 
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_ = = = 

I ‘SUGGESTIONS FOR E 1 HOMEMADE GEAR 

SOC G YOUR TALE in upto 200 THAT Wave Ske : 

CRAFTING Eos te ae 
THAT WORKS FOR ME | 

: a description of yo! kit and why. If a good focus by I 
Another area that just fascinates me is the ingenuity folks have in 

ae Tell us what's In the or digital images ae entries as we 
designing little gizmos, innovations and adjustments that make I 

eee OA print as many of you 
I 

their outdoor equipment that much more functional. These are the I 

£ 1 30, 2008. 

de space in 
little “Why didn’t | think of that?” moments, [’m talking about the 

E 
rtaining and tell us ules ae names I 

People who figured out how to duct tape a little LED flashlight to I 

@ Keep it ente ach item. Please ene If you believe 1 
the brim of their cap years before SUCH Clip-on lights were avail- 

ch a limited kit for e brand names, if po: why, but no product 
able. Or a friend of ming Who put a dab of fluorescent Paint on his I 

- roducts rather than was crucial, tell us why, 
: I 

fishing rod &xactly 15 inches Up from the end of the cork handle so I 

a rticular brand name 
he story of how it 

he'd have a handy Way to measure a legal fish day or night, Another 

aie 
se your Kit, tell us tl 

I 
Carries a Small inflatable un rest to his hunting blind that keeps I 

# Qe If you had ae it short. oto of the kit te 1 
his aim Steady ang Comfortable, Maybe you are one of those who 

roved to be hand. kit. Please share a the pieces and wi 
Can turn a milk Jug into a boat bailer or marker buoy. or You figured I 

E e Show us ae can see ae 
il I 

out a Way to turn Velcro Strips into tod holders that keep your Poles I 

components so ae you are describ' ae your name and a 
on board a bouncing boat or Well protected in Your pickup. If your 

better understan dotted line. Please hive. We want to mal fn I 
homemade hunting Sear, fishing tackle, hiking helpers and camp- I 

6 ae ne you ae stories that ie ql ing aids make your outings that much more enjoyable, describe jt I 

eS ne ae names aes many oak won't I 
- os pa 

ee oo i without a 

ie By the eas number or ne, eae about your 
Partner, keeps your hunting dog happy, patches UP a damageq tent, I 

can. Also i r e-mail, but if we ae you. 
io. I Stops leaks, Protects your hunting firearms, helps you launch a I 

print the saan like to have a way : slides or prints. * ea I boat, keeps Your trailer wires dry and Working (Boy, Would I like that I 

submission, we’ | images as digital ve at least 300 dp ea 
invention!), organizes your gear for quick use or is just darn handy 

Ornate ee ae digitals Pe least 6-8 pu a I at a campsite, We're happy to Share those tips with your fellow I 

fer ee digital camera - include a ee ay 1 readers, and You just might got your picture in the Magazine, That 

work, too. ae ‘i ee like your a nat i. = a in Our October 2099 issue. Here are the steps weg I 

uld have if you wo ia e-mail 
ike you to low: 

bee peat fee or send via e 
a I e Describe your homemade device, improvement or innova- I 

Send digitals on igconsin.gov ber 30, 2008 to: wits wi 
tion and send us a drawing and photo if Possible, Keep the descrip. I 

to tee by Septem! Box 7921, Madison, 
tion to a few Sentences, and we Will write it into a Caption to run with 

Qsena ae ees magazine, P.O. 
4 photo that you Provide, 

I 

sin Natural ean 

@ Take close-up photos SO we can really see what You are de- 

53707 ATTN: My 

Scribing, Again, we can use digitals, Slides or Photos, Enclose a I 

Self-addresseq, stamped envelope if you want your entry returned I 

after Publication, 
8 Send submissions by April 30, 2009 to: Wisconsin Natural I 

Resources Magazine, Po, Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707, 
Attn: Homemade Gear 

I 
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Marcquenski and other DNR aa jc Pa ’ ee i, 

Sie ee cme CUE ees i. ce! of 
fluids from spotted muskies in si a wa 2 bs a eS ew 
Green Bay to test the fishes’ 2 adie Pe é a iN , 
Reems ese eweTueits4 -@ ; p by .. a f Nhe 

UMUC cele as es) ne es 2 j Pa. Se ad : =... 
Romie catia ase Le a i i 
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Ss iis 4 ss oe ; hi Ee ae 
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=e ihnidc | - sell 
. 

di j i 

a4 ag & 2 ; & { j -4 tg @ Qa @ 

he * s 

11 a * A Then a deadly new fish disease was first 
Vi¥ a : _ 7M 7 $ si : : 

\ \ { j i ( : 4 /\/ detected in six fish from Lake Win- 

, ” ' YW YV_ nebago and Lake Michigan waters in 
Elsa Cand May 2007, state fisheries officials feared the 
Andy Fayram and 
Brian Sloss worst. 

The disease, viral hemorrhagic septicemia, or VHS for short, does not affect humans, 

but it can infect dozens of species of game fish, panfish and bait fish, instead of a single 
species or related species, which is more typical of most fish diseases.VHS can spread 
rapidly, fish-to-fish and through the water, and it caused large fish kills in 2005 and 2006 in 

the lower Great Lakes. 
A year later, Wisconsin fish officials are breathing a little easier. “The good news is that 

we have not seen the big fish die-offs we feared, nor has our testing to date found VHS be- 
yond Lake Michigan or Lake Winnebago waters,” says Mike Staggs, the Department of 
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aS eae & ple and their boating equipment from 

= "carrying the disease to uninfected wa- 
Natural Resources fish- 4 jy ya —Csers. Minnows purchased from a Wis- 
eries director. “It appears |) VN is i a Le ___consin bait dealer and left over at the 
that the steps the anglers, 7/7 M7 ey a4” PrN end of a trip can be used again on the 
boaters and wild bait } Ae A Ie | a same or other waters under certain 

harvesters are taking are (iM aS Se fe" wae limited circumstances. Otherwise they 

working to contain the (a : : should be discarded and live wells/ 
disease.” 4 a ER bilges emptied, cleaned and dried be- 

More than 180 lots of J 5 lo. yaoi fore boats are moved to other waters. 
wild fish from more than J eons State fish hatcheries have overhauled 
50 waters were tested al pa Ose < ie their egg collection and handling pro- 

in 2007, and none had Hig ====s==sieiaaa 7 me. cedures, instituted VHS testing sys- 

VHS beyond the six fish AGN EL ie oe g temwide, stopped transferring wild fish 

documented from the j I © .< from one lake to another, and limited 
Lake Winnebago and Lake [3 li & where fish from certain hatcheries are 

Michigan systems. Nor Fish hatchery workers routinely wash, disinfect, then steam-clean distribution stocked if the broodstock comes from 
has VHS been found in_ trucks to reduce the chance of spreading disease from one body of water to any waters in the Lake Michigan or Lake 

. another and to protect healthy stocks planted from the hatcheries. ss 
the fish tested through Winnebago systems. 

June 5 from the 30 waters scheduled for consequences they can cause. The fed- People who harvest wild minnows 

monitoring in spring 2008. VHS was __ eral government has limited the move- _ for commercial sale must now get per- 

found in June in round gobies washed —_ ment of 37 species of fish susceptible to _ mits to collect wild bait. They and fish 

ashore on a Milwaukee beach, but that | VHS out of the eight Great Lakes states _ farmers are required to have their bait 

was not a surprise given the virushadal- and two Canadian provinces and also _fish tested or inspected for VHS before it 
ready been found in Lake Michigan fish. restricts movement among those juris- _ can be sold. And all DNR staff who work 

Wisconsin’s hatchery system gota _ dictions. in the water are required to disinfect 
clean bill of health as well, with more The impact of VHS on wild fish their boats and gear before moving to 

than 6,000 hatchery-raised fish and populations in Wisconsin may not be new areas to reduce the risk of carrying 

hatchery water supplies testing nega- _ known for five years or more, Staggs — VHS to other waters. 

tive for VHS in 2007 and so far in 2008. says. The VHS affecting Wisconsin and “Although the issue for us today is 

Despite that good news, VHS re- _ other Great Lakes freshwater fish isa VHS, many of the steps we've taken to 

mains a serious fish health issue for _ new strain of a virus that historically _ slow disease transmission provide better 

Wisconsin, our $2.75 billion sport fish- caused disease in farm-raised rainbow protection from future disease outbreaks, 

ing industry and $14 million aquacul- _ trout; more recently, other strains have _ such as the changes in boating and an- 

ture industry. VHS, which can cause infected marine fish in the Pacific and gling regulations. Outreach and educa- 

fish to bleed to death, is one of nine fish Atlantic coasts. Based on what’shap- _ tion are very good strategies to reduce or 

diseases worldwide that must be re- _ pened in other Great Lakes states where _ stop the spread of invasive species,” 
ported to international authorities due the disease was documented earlier Stages says. 

to the high fish mortality and economic than in Wisconsin, this new strain tends If anglers, boaters, the bait industry 
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stand disease, monitor fish populations — CLI ae Bt ag 4 2 4 
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all waters at once. It will give us time to oe < a - y IG 4 .  % oN 
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methods,” says Staggs. — ~T ~~ = —— — “3 a rs . a 
The VHS test takes 30 days to run, a y ¥ = %e a. ag 

so there’s concern that results can be po Lil ieee ¢ 

outdated by the time they’re received. ie Q a <i ie , 
Fish — or hatchery water supplies for es SS gee ; 
that matter — can become infected in a. D2, a ae a Be cu. ysis 
the intervening time and that uncertain- gs | = aH Fcc ee 

ty has huge ripple effects: it’s why pe 2 eee pee Ss Fann Partin 

DNR is not allowing transfers of wild y \ eer CUR als 
fish, has limited where fish from hatch- 2 To | ¢ a a ae i 6 es ie eae 

" ae oe: $ ? ' handling of bass 
eries within the Lake Michigan and = eee et doy Fea! = is ~ Ronee 

Lake Winnebago basins can be stocked, === =a pi re be Pe how tournament 
and has moved away from using live 5 r 6 2 Lo —— ee ae as eae ae 

suckers as feed for its hatchery-raised a hota Bint ge See et ge 
musky and walleye, to name a few 3 Rijeee gue eee as Cla eos ee Ee 
precautions. 

The cost of the test — $500 to check ournaments continue to attract those who like to 
‘ lot tag ne esc oF cok fish, compete and have a chance at winning prizes. 
ecting and getting the samples to the 

laboratories within the needed time We continue to refine fishing tournament rules to 
frame for accurate testing limithow protect fisheries, protect the rights of other water users and 
much monitoring for the disease can be : : ee 
done. Wisconsin's surveillance pro- the interests of those who appreciate fishing as a quiet way 

gram, while significantly more robust to relax and unwind outdoors. Since 2004, the Wisconsin 

eee etn Department of Natural Resources was directed to write 

limited portion of the state’s 15,081 rules to govern tournament fishing to maintain benefits for 

Faia aie miles of perennially 41] water users and address issues like crowding at public 

Wee is underway by New York re- access sites, noise and behavior on the water, and perceived 

searchers to develop a rapid, one-day _ effects of fishing tournaments on fish populations. 
test to detect VHS. Even when that test 
is available, Staggs says the key is for In developing such rules, DNR __ ture, the Fishing Tournament Advisory 

everyone to do their part to prevent the created an advisory committee of tour- | Committee and feedback from the Nat- 

spread of VHS and the next invasive to Nament organizers, members of fishing _ ural Resources Board. 

come down the pike. organizations, the Wisconsin Conserva- To distinguish small “tournaments” 

“T think it’s ‘fair to say our manage- _ tion Congress and groups representing among a few friends from the larger 
ment goal is to contain this disease. It other water uses like recreational boat- _ ones that advertise, offer prizes and at- 
may pop up ina few other waters, but 8: The committee met 12 times begin- _ tract a crowd, the rules describe which 

that doesn’t mean it’s inevitable thatit ing in August 2004 to discuss compre- _ sorts of events would warrant monitor- 

becomes widespread. History in our hensive changes to fishing tournament _ing and permits to cover those costs. A 
state and other states with invasive tegulations. Public hearings were also _ fishing tournament that meets any of 
species is that we can slow the spread if held in 2006 and both results and rec- _ the following criteria would need a per- 

we all act responsibly.” tw ommendations were presented to the _ mit under these proposed rules: 1) The 
Natural Resources Board. The rules _ tournament consists of 20 or more boats 

Lisa Gaumnitz is DNR public affairs manager | were subsequently modified based on _ or 100 or more participants; 2) The tour- 
for water and fisheries issues. reactions from the public, the legisla-  nament targets trout on classified trout 
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higher chance of unintentionally killing data collection by fisheries technicians. ey 

fish. Tournament fees were calculated | These dramatically reduced the fees —_ 

to cover the estimated $33,000 annual _ charged to tournament organizers. The n 

cost of administering the program. _Natural Resources Board passed a re- eo 
Costs would be equitably split among __ vised version of the tournament rules . om ‘er u 
the estimated number of tournaments _in January 2008. On May 1, 2008, the ~~ — ; 

in each category. Assembly Committee on Natural Re- <i eal . 

In response to concerns raised by the _ sources held a hearing on the proposal. a = er jb " \ 
Natural Resources Board, DNR fisheries | Some individuals supported the rules,  « ¢ “f 

staff added provisions to the rules that | but many voiced concerns. The Com- —— 
would provide flexibility to reduce the —_ mittee sent the rules back tothe DNR_ F ast 

daily bag limit to three fish for walleye _ for further revision. Tournament orga- a. 

and bass tournaments held during hotter nizers didn’t like provisions that re- , es 

summer weather when fish are more _ quired participants to submit their boat ‘ a Me 

stressed. These would apply from the _ and live wells to inspection by a conser- i 2 SS 

second Saturday in June to the first Sun- vation warden. Modifications and other | i | = - / : yn i 

day in September for walleye and from _ small changes have been reviewed by ; | \ vy | H .. 4 \ Vi : 

the second Saturday in July to the second _ the Natural Resources Board and will ae e Lea Aw 

Sunday in August for “catch-hold- again be forwarded to the legislature for " a 4 

release” tournaments when fewer fish __ its review before new tournament regu- re oe a rr re a he oe 

might survive before they were released. _ lations would take effect. \ . oT ad ; | p= By oe 
These reduced bag limits would be speci-, ©, ——_______________ 8 pee OAR RPA DT | A 
fied when the tournament permit is is- Andy Fayram, DNR fisheries policy analyst. % . ‘ " 

— a a a ur research to identify 
ee eran | 2 the lineage and genetic 
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ee ae & i ) Ones ” makeup of muskel- 
as = FS.) leg 2. : 5 : — ‘2 B ee pe ee Me ee lunge statewide is progressing 

. a ee “4 J nicely. To date tissue samples 

as aoe =  —) y ee A have been collected and an- 
Ae ea Na oo s : —_— Ue : 

aS ee i OI = alyzed from more than 44 mus- 

Vi <a a ee ¥ _ ky populations representing 
oO we lam 76 all the major water drainages 

ee = Ps aS > y oS fs \} 8 

Bee see i i 7 ee eee eee | throughout the musky’s native 
3) ee bless 7 —— — i ey ye io HD ee range. 

= el on “4 — eo SY a a Though we've emphasized testing 

“Sr ae ” _ native musky populations where these 
> iY | &é id mighty fish naturally reproduce (Class 

| _- 1 waters), we've also tested some popu- 

e er ., lations where muskies have to be stocked 

\ ag < ™ " 2 to maintain a full complement of fish 

t ot 3 H 4 (Class 2). Further, we tested fish from -m ms 
mm \ gs waters where stocking is critical to 

DNR Fisheries Technician Doug Rinzel of the Oshkosh office asks anglers about catching tagged walleye when a maintain a viable musky population be- 
national walleye tournament was held on Lake Winnebago last summer. cause the fish don’t reproduce on their 
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Va 4 oo 7, in the genetic data. If this pattern holds 
up over subsequent data collection and 

own or don’t have much reproductive natural variations. One of two explana- analysis, this could be evidence of a 

success (Class 3). This genetic analysisis tions or a combination of the two likely genetic heritage to small/slow growth 
conducted at the Molecular Conserva- _ describe the current patterns we're see- populations. The research also suggests 

tion Genetics Laboratory at the Univer- _ ing. First, the Upper Chippewa River that each of the discrete musky popula- 

sity of Wisconsin-Stevens Point where musky populations and the eastern tions in western Wisconsin may have 

we've now compiled genetic data from Lake Superior populations may have grown over time from smaller numbers 

more than 1,440 muskies. historically been connected to the upper _ of isolated fish whose genetic makeup 

Results show there is a great deal of | Wisconsin. This would explain the ge- has more of an effect in shaping the 
genetic diversity within Wisconsin _ netic heritage we are documenting in genetic characteristics of Wisconsin 

musky populations, which isa goodin- _ these fish. Secondly, the influence of  muskies. Under these conditions, the 

dicator of the genetic pool from which stocking cannot be eliminated as a con- makeup of muskellunge genetic char- 

muskies draw. Greater diversity means _ tributing influence if fish were planted _ acteristics is more the result of random 

greater chance of natural variation _ from nearby hatcheries rather than rely- chance than adaptation. 
which protects a population from ge- __ ing on established fish management We expect the final round of data 

netic weaknesses and recessive traits. boundaries. For example, the musky for these genetic heritage studies in 

Our tests show a definite splitinthe populations found in the Upper Chip- Wisconsin musky will be collected, an- 

genetic makeup of musky populations | pewa Management Unit are geographi- alyzed, summarized and released by 

from the northeastern areas of the state _cally closer to those raised atthe Art _falj1. 2009. M 
(including the Upper Wisconsin and Oehmcke State Hatchery in Woodruff. 2 ________ 
Upper Chippewa River drainage areas) than the Tommy G. Thompson Hatch- _ Extracted from an interim report on FY 2008 
and the northwestern portions. These _ ery in Spooner. Despite this possibility, _ Wisconsin Muskellunge Genetic Research by 
distributions and differences do not __ we believe this is a minor issue at pre- Dr. Brian L. Sloss, Wisconsin Cooperative 

a Fen A hehe ra Fish Research Unit and Director of the Mole- 
correspond to contemporary fish man- sent due to a igh degree of unique ¢1,Ja7 Conservation Genetics Laboratory, 
agement units suggesting these differ- genetic features in individual musky —_ College of Natural Resources, University of 

ences are more the result of long-term, populations. Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 
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: to recharge and energize downtowns. 

Story by Andrew Savagian and photos courtesy of DNR Remediation and Redevelopment Program 

e barely notice them on our daily drives, when shop- 
ping downtown, or on bike rides along the riverfront. 

Like aging volumes on a dusty bookshelf, the old gas 

stations, shuttered factories, smokestacks and vacant spaces 

tell us nothing about the story behind their worn exteriors. 

Some of these abandoned “brownfields” are cause they can be unsightly, they haven’t been 
less than an acre in size; others would dwarf cleaned up in years, and they recall more pros- 
several football fields. We think of them in in- perous times when employers like steel mills, rail 
dustrial cities, like Milwaukee, Chicago and De- yards, scrap yards, plating companies, canneries 
troit, but they are also found in small towns and and tanneries provided jobs that fed families and 
nearly every village in rural Wisconsin. They are the local economy. 
often painful reminders for communities be- The beauty is we are learning these old eye- 
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mee 
ce ee 
- j : sores can become assets again. They are 

me oe | i usually centrally located, within walking 

oo 4 — ep distance of homes and would-be workers, 
Q oe ae | ge oe on major transportation routes and already 
e ae ES ee Lo { rama i have sewer, water and other utilities. 

, le s ak [oven 2 | | are g e { Wi One such recovery story begins in 
a | ge : @ ea ee om i | Vea LEM §=— Waunakee, a town of about 9,000 people in 
oe as PY | ENS ae |. = — Wie ie i Dane County. For decades, the local Stok- 
: : of h a K us Me Li aq c Be A pe fan ley canning company was an economic 

o a | 7 LP. ok y ny i Se ONG F a 3 ~—_ powerhouse that once employed 300-400 
| waif pais on li TM es Sa i me people in the heart of the community. 
ee a Mh e (Sek hie Cy > Rady Ure & Times changed, and so did the fate of 

—_— bar ow AA mre oY / wa) At OWS . the cannery. By 1997, the plant was still 

es thi Gg La oe. | ee : | I Re(¥) shipping vegetables, but only employed 
du” Gap Nei dene ee A TOR elo a 25 full-time workers. The Chiquita Banana 

an i i ————— ba a : Dc sae . Company purchased the facility in 1998 

a A. ; lS nee and promptly closed its doors for good. A 
4 os eat: Bhi na oe ES ee §=— brownfield was born. 

; " > 4 eo ee eae a At about the same time in Stevens 
P rhe . oe eee, } Point, a Brownfields Study Group con- 

pes vened by the State Legislature was devel- 

ee y Ks | oping incentives for hundreds of Wiscon- 

= wi SA AN if sin communities like Waunakee to turn an 
Se ENO SE ee ‘ iy “ Whe as estimated 8,000 — 10,000 brownfields into 

LI Ne : i aes” as ey | co community assets once again. 

eae ae 0 Pe ee ee oe reeeen 
a ee MC NUL rg projects, the Waunakee site looked like 

Se Be sia SSS a IK Le ok Zz Zo = something out of an old black and white 

a. ba core 4 : | el = =) ie movie — shuttered doors, rusted tanks, 
Be Te i a GEE G fuk scores of broken windows and graffiti- 

cs ceed _ seer ec: | Hea IG laced walls framed the 13.5-acre site and 
a nar gave the community landscape an unwant- 
1 ava ed black eye. 

ae ( | a7] “It was quite derelict,” said Kim Wilde, 
aE Waunakee’s city administrator. “Definitely 

FB Se , not something you wanted in the heart 
ee ame tt +=" of your community. One of our state sena- 

es: Si eee by ‘tors toured the property with us, and he 
. had some military background. It really re- 

minded him of a war zone — it was pretty 
awful.” 

Wilde noted the site posed safety and 
environmental concerns, too. Local police 

: were frequently called in to deal with van- 
dals. In addition, two 10,000-gallon under- 

ground storage tanks on the property held 
old gasoline and an unknown material. 

a PP Tl The surrounding soil was contaminated 

A ta a with petroleum fuels. Monitoring wells 
ii bY * “ee showed contaminants like benzene and 

a a. —— er x toluene in the groundwater at concentra- 

(ey -m- = Ea | = = PA tions that exceeded state standards. It was 

Nog (4 ry igs i ooo ~ a a big headache for city officials, who in 
[es ha ag + Eo] A years past had little recourse to take action. 

Le 7 4 ot el Ea : eS “You don’t know what you’re dealing 
TA LD reer ed “ x Fe 

ASE A 3 = Ld = <2 i 4 | | _ with and you're afraid of liability for what 

se et thee pic LHe Reet | youwill find,” said Wilde. “[Back then] alot of 
Ca ne : e= pea A communities stayed away from these sites.” 
pcos r le ee ae Waunakee’s lament was typical of 

e ‘ Se = ° communities across the state and the na- 

a ihe Sion a i s mee tion. Without governmental support most 

Three views from the old Stokley cannery near downtown Waunakee where 21 buildings on 13.5 acres local officials mothballed these properties, 
were rehabilitated. See the area's remarkable restoration on the next page. leaving them idle for years or decades. 
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The legislature charged the 30-member _ fields Site Assessment Grant (SAG), the _and got the site ready for cleanup and rede- 
Brownfield Study Group of local govern- _ program provides seed money to assess _ velopment. 
ment officials, consultants, state agency abandoned properties and conduct limited “The grant was very helpful early on to 

staff, lawyers, professors and nonprofit rep- _ activities to remove immediate hazards like give us an idea of what we were dealing 
resentatives to develop alternatives. Their _ pulling old, underground gas tanks or re- —_ with,” said Wilde. “It gave us information 
early decisions proved important in guiding moving abandoned barrels. we needed to know about how big a prob- 

practical solutions. First, the group agreed Legislators and the governor took the _lem we really had. We wouldn’t have been 
that any idea from anyone was worth con- _ study group’s recommendations to heart. as aggressive in pursuing [cleanup] with- 

sidering. Second, recommendations would —_ More than 25 proposals were added without out a grant.” 
be forwarded via consensus, but the group _ debate into the 1997-1999 biennial budget. The environmental consultant, Scott 

would also include any dissenting opinions “1 think everyone was pleasantly caught Wilson of Ayres and Associates, was more 

in the final reports. off-guard,” said Darsi Foss who heads the — emphatic. “[The SAG] was absolutely and 
“The study group really works both — DNR’s Brownfields and Outreach Section. unequivocally important to the project - 

sides,” said Charlie Bartsch, former director “We made the case that helping the en- _- Without it, that building would still be 
for Brownfield Studies with the Northeast- —_ yironment could be good for economic de- _ standing,” said Wilson. “It really was the 
Midwest Institute in Washington, D.C. “It velopment, and to the legislature’s and _ glue that held that project together.” 
has been much more than your traditional governor’s credit, they felt that these were With a plan in place, the city garnered 

blue ribbon committee, where they do the solid recommendations that had been duly an additional $1 million in other state 
report, shake hands and go home. Thisis vetted by the study group.” and federal funding to help clean up and 
truly an ongoing, revolving effort.” redevelop the property. After cleanup, 

The study group’s report contained From blight to highlight Cannery Row, Inc. acquired part of the 

more than 70 recommendations includinga Today that Waunakee site is a brownfield property and built a 77-unit senior hous- 

simple funding program to help local no more. After working with anenviron- _ ing facility on part of the site in 2005. Then 
governments like Waunakee jump-start mental consultant to secure a $100,000 in 2006, Waunakee built a new com- 

cleanup investigations at properties like the | Brownfield Site Assessment Grant, the city munity center and a stormwater retention 
Stokley factory. Called the DNR Brown- __ investigated a good portion of the property _ basin on the remainder of the property. 
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The retention basin manages runoff in- Here are just a few community improvements with before and after pictures brought about by 
a ee Creek, which feeds into Lake restoring brownfields. To read more success stories, visit the DNR’s Remediation and Redevelop- 

lendota. ‘ is 7 eigen MEDANEF Watnnees COREE ment (RR) Program website at: di wlsgav/ore/ aw By geanup/ (te success tn aoe a 

ty Services director, said the new Village A | ee aN 
Center offers a wide range of facilities and fA fy oN fel a sie ak | Ee te Be 

: : él a aN a \\ programs for the entire community and be- peaeat en M c ac I Se 

yond. Both redevelopments employ more —— oe = Til i] | | Lal t he: eine 
than 50 people. The former blighted proper- ay sas : ai TPE TOE er ea! 
ty was valued at $500,000 and is now worth oe Rig OU HAE LO Jere! Fey ORS 
approximately $12 million. z a _ cs = 

In 2007, theaty ions Wisconsuuiar Fe eae EA all Wisconsin atte Milwaukee's Menomonee Valley, stood for decades as a 

& Reaestion pesoca ton award of ee ip blighted Hana area with many contaminated, vacant lots and scores of dilapidated buildings. No 
lence and a national Community Sustain- pacniere a DR ae ‘ i fi ‘5 

ae i = more. Revitalization of the “Valley” will bring dramatic changes this year, including opening the $95 
ability Award from the International City million, 130,000-square-foot Harley-Davidson Museum on a formerly contaminated site. Harley offi- 
Management Association for the Stokley cials expect the museum to draw 350,000 visitors each year, and a new companion hotel, The Iron 
project. This year Recreation Management Horse, is going up nearby. According to Menomonee Valley Partners Inc., the Valley has added 2,100 
magazine presented Waunakee its Editor’s jobs since 1998, and developments in 2008 are expected to bring in another 2,000 jobs. 
Choice Award for the site’s innovative ar- sa ta aeons ae ae ae ee epee es eT aE Sea SRN 

chitecture and design. Ene | | sn 
“When we talk about this site, we try to Ra hai = + ig a 

tell people that it’s never easy, and if you ; pe Pie : | et 0 

look at the whole project, it can get over- oo UT lena & tes Ei . ae + { e 

whelming,” McDade said. “But without the q L 4 ee ere ee 
brownfield grant, this project would not ee ceEearee anes S| 
have happened. It gave us a starting point ae ee : se 

and we knew, at a minimum, we could get Amery’s Fire Station 

this location cleaned up.” The Superlocker site in this tiny northwestern Wisconsin town used to host a gas station, bulk oil 

Another 187 communities in Wisconsin terminal, car dealership, ice cream plant and a meat locker before it was abandoned. After cleanup 

echo McDade’s feelings and have made in 2004, the city built a new fire station that has become the centerpiece of downtown renewal. 
good use of the DNR SAG program since its Mayor Harvey Stower expressed appreciation to DNR for the excellent cooperation in returning 
5 : : A this brownfield into a productive property. 
inception eight years ago. Those communi- TES DES ore eae Sa 1 Se ar MA SARC 
ties have conducted more than 722 site as- : ae. ae 
sessments and investigations, removed 479 A le : erly oy mege* ie o 
storage tanks, demolished 529 structures > LL 
and helped clean up 1,400 acres of contami- ee ae a bis 

nated property. se é 

As for the study group slated to run one eo — er] 5 , 
year? It is now in its tenth year of public wa a el eS ) 
service, has recommended 65 additional Appleton’s Trolley Square redevelopment 

proposals, including new grants, insurance Appleton’s waterfront renaissance includes Trolley Square as part of a master plan to revitalize the 

programs, and tax and liability incentives Fox River corridor. In its long history, this site was home base for a knitting mill, lamp manufacturer, 
for brownfields. Its work has helped make metal fabrication and machining operations. Thereafter Valmet Company made paper processing sys- 

Wisconsin one of the top states in the nation tems here for more than 50 years before the property was abandoned. SAG grants of $120,000 
for promoting brownfield cleanups and re- funded planning cleanup options and the city created a tax district to spur redevelopment. After 

developments in the past decade. cleanup, the site was exempted from future liability by the city. Today, the 20,000-square-foot Trolley 

AWisconsin ielsecond tonic etate an Square features a display for a refurbished Birney Streetcar, and houses a restaurant, wine store and 
: f a banquet/catering business. Outdoor amenities include a riverwalk, dining and entertainment 

putting together the kind of long-term, areas. The property could also link via an old railroad trestle to a trail across the river. 
cross-sectional, public/private partnerships Se 
represented on the study group to drive \ ee ee gS 

land reuse,” says Bartsch. te ag ye wal bs Bs) ete 
Kim Wilde agrees. “I think the two most Cege ee aaa ee ~ ee 

important tools Wisconsin has to really 2 alg — ‘ le aus ie = i‘ a| 

make these projects happen are the state S : 5 = j a a 
Cone ed with Tax see : ae — “ <= s So ~~ | 

Incremental Finance (TIF) districts. Those Soret ee = ae 

two tools together are very powerful, and Baraboo’s Public Works Building 
make Wisconsin a leader in brownfields An old rail yard located in downtown Baraboo had been a community eyesore in a prime location for 

redevelopment.” VI many years. Adjacent to the world-famous Circus World Museum, the site had a long history of indus- 
lees Arnal aia trial use and contamination, including heavy metals and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). A SAG 

Andrew Savagian is a natural resources staff spe- grant jump-started cleanup. The city acquired the property, demolished several buildings and 

cialist and communicator with DNR’s Remediation removed an underground storage tank. After cleanup, the city built a $5 million public works facility 

and Redevelopment Program based in Madison. on the property, which has spurred additional development in the downtown area. 
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ee i ; v © eau. | yo Ys Ds i ~ ' oad 

|. eeeeaicmemaiaome mn ip ee TS: nS eee Sica ee | es ee 

3 — Eau Claire’s North Barstow Street project 

s : The new Phoenix Park and Royal Credit Union Corporate headquarters in 

: = downtown Eau Claire combine two former brownfield properties, each with a 
La Crosse’s riverside redevelopment rich manufacturing history. Using several state grants, including a $100,000 

This La Crosse site encompassed several properties near the Mississippi SAG and a $5,000 Green Space and Public Facilities Grant, city officials 
River. Soil and groundwater in the area were contaminated with heavy metals bought both properties, removed several tons of debris from one site, then 

such as arsenic, chromium and lead. The city, working with the DNR, investi- | decontaminated an adjoining manufactured gas plant through demolition, 
gated and cleaned up the site, and in 2000 completed new headquarters for excavation and off-site disposal. Public green space now provides walking 

Century Telephone Enterprises, Inc. (CenturyTel). Approximately 500 service _and biking paths along the river, and the credit union headquarters supports 

jobs were retained and 100 created in the redevelopment, creating an annual more than 100 full-time employees. : 
payroll estimated at $20 million. A multi-story apartment complex vas sub=_—§ AAA aH4_4#§_,_HoYoO 

sequently built on the remainder of the site. aa Tm 

———______—____—- eee Sf 
eas Sel aa aA ay , vs 

Bees. 0) oe eS 

a = J _ i if 
| 5 ie eo ee ese te ie 
| 4 Z ; ; ws . ae ee Eee ee 

IE . Foner aye 3 Pik. 3 BAY 4: ny " ee A F: Peegeee SS es 

mit d eh al ; ifsge0 m Kenosha Harbor restoration 
: ie edge eet | pes =< ao _ we Mm Once one of the largest brownfields in the state, this 70-acre site operated 
a oe ee ieee as the Simmons Mattress factory for nearly 100 years then, after 1960, be- 
<n sid fe Oh LG ee came American Motors Corporation (AMC), manufacturing cars there until 

> ™ ae | aes === 1988. After decommission, the factory was demolished and extensive 
‘ ial ee [2-20 = cleanup began in the mid-1990s. Eleven underground storage tanks were 

ae ee = 2.3 removed and approximately 6,000 cubic yards of contaminated soil were ex- 
SE CAE AEE. LEE SN cavated from the site. 

Wausau’s Marathon Rubber renovation Today Kenosha Harbor redevelopment offers residential and recreational 
This factory made rubber footwear and raingear from the 1920s through _ opportunities for residents and visitors alike. Kenosha Harbor Park provides 

1999. The abandoned factory, vandalized numerous times, was considered a _a lakefront promenade and recreation trail, a marina and an electric street 

public health threat due to broken glass, asbestos and soil contamination. _ car system that links to nearby rail service to Milwaukee and Chicago. Con- 
After cleanup, the property was redeveloped as a neighborhood park and _dominiums, outdoor cafes and a farmers market surround the city's new pub- 

housing for low- to middle-income families. In addition to a $100,000 SAG, _ lic museum. Property values at the site increased $50 million from 1989- 
the city also received a $90,000 Community Development Block Grant and 2003, and nearby property values increased by more than $13 million. 

built the homes with assistance from Wausau Fresh Start, an AmeriCorps —_ Twenty-two jobs were created, and the harbor redevelopment helped increase 
program employing mostly Southeast Asian youth. property tax revenues by nearly $900,000 in 2003. 

amet Eee “ Ca eee 

eee Dinah, ee = x : eg | aa 

Se ee — Eee > 
i a cits ETE eee Milwaukee’s/West Milwaukee’s Journal-Sentinel 

De Pere’s historic C.A. Lawton Townhouses Printing Facility 
The C.A. Lawton Company, located just south of Green Bay in downtown De __‘ These two former brownfields comprise 43 acres. For decades the Incryco- 

Pere, opened its doors in 1891 to expand its ductile and iron operations. The | Babcock & Wilcox property was the site of a steel tubing and metal fabrica- 
foundry operated for 80 years, and after the site became a brownfield, city __ tion plant that straddled the village of West Milwaukee and City of Milwaukee 

Officials and a developer stepped in to clean up contaminated soil and re- _ border. Site contamination included petroleum, lead and PCBs. After working 
move leaking underground storage tanks. Following extensive renovation, the —_ with the DNR on investigation and cleanup, the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel 

building was converted into the Lawton Foundry Town Homes — 70 rental Company built a new production facility onsite in 2002. Redevelopment in- 

units each with 660 to 1,800 square feet of space as townhouses and flats. creased the property tax base by more than $20 million, brought more than 
By preserving historical aspects of the property, the $5.5 million refurbished 400 service jobs to the neighborhood and kept a major local employer close 

foundry earned a spot on the National Registry of Historic Sites, and the _ to one of Wisconsin’s largest urban centers. In addition, the site provides a 
value of the property increased by more than 35 percent. home for the Domestic Animal Control Commission. 
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A bolt from the blue 
ra Po aS Sk ae continued from page 2 

We Lie ae Pas 

ed Gy uae eS ah ds Of the 86 mostly tropical species of kingfishers, only the 13-inch belted king- 
ay 2 =~ | fisher, Ceryle alcyon, plies Wisconsin’s lakes and rivers. It’s an easy bird to identify 
ae A with its big blue-gray sha: crest atop a proportionally oversized head ona 

PRE OS eo smallish body. Its large black beak is a formidable fish-catching tool. Blue-gray 
Bas gee dominates the head, back, wings and tail of the chunky bird. The conspicuous 

Le ceymemcescmesm | blue-gray breast band traverses a snow-white belly. A white neck collar separates 

> ie os es the blue-gray head from its back. This is one of the few North American birds 
~ en Gaia ee - 
a i where the female is more colorful than the male. She sports a rusty-red belly 
a = band and flanks that are often hidden behind folded wings. Believe it or not, the 
Sree Fe en. A ee es e : : 

wed te eeeesee ny | distinct colors look inconspicuous viewed up through a green backdrop of 
faa a4 Seats eee a ie ~ branches and sky. 

SE ey 24) Se a Belted kingfishers live solitary lives outside of the late spring nesting season. Ta Sn s ny. pring 8 
Oshkosh’s Riverside Park Pair bonds form after the male establishes a territory. After mating, the formidable 

Expansion Project task of nest building begins. Kingfisher 

bee ee Asafa ae Service he oe nests are long, horizontal tunnels exca- 
plant in Oshkosh served as a manufactured gas oe Bee 
plant from the 1880s to 1946. Another portion of joe ae ee a ae oe x 
the site was home to numerous businesses, in- | ‘Vvetbanks or sand and gravel quarries 
cluding a furniture factory and lumber storage where there is water nearby. A good f 
yard. In 2002, WPS cleanup activities demolished place to search for kingfisher nests is 

buildings, disposed of 4,000 tons of debris and among active colonies of rough-winged zi 
excavated underground gas holders and contami- Ot bank swallows The cwallow ncet oa = 
nated soils. The city purchased the property in hol bs al theta Cees 

December 2003, and redevelopment expanded a Ole ate @ out 14-2 anes and the king- eee 
city park, provided space to construct a new am- fisher is three to four inches across. The i eS 

phitheatre, and provided public art display spaces, tunnel-like cavity typically is burrowed y " “ 

a pail and yaeine ee con about three to four feet into the bank but i) eRe S 
public and private funding, including a i | ic a : Gm 

DNR Green Space and Public Facilities Grant and ae oo a 2 = 2 oe on ‘ “ N a 
a $200,000 EPA Brownfield Cleanup Grant made | 18 ina nesting cavity that is protected [A alsa oe | ce 
this stunning renovation possible. from predators. The long tunnel means a Be he i yy v ue 

lot of digging for a bird with weak feet. ss ao a 

mecpmeteetene celtinatie aes | Consequently, kingfishers may return to ay me 
é ce ae “ As Ge —— the same nest site for several years. <7 
Mit ta Within the 10-inch nest chamber, the ‘ c 

ee female lays an average of six to seven =: eet im fe : : bes 
a See: white eggs. Both male and female birds ei 

ae 5 share time incubating the eggs for about . 

iy [ee eel, | 23 days. When it’s time to switch from . 
cece tes OE Mp t to the other, the kingfish : 

= psa54 : Pee ee. bes) we Ce . o 2 ee : ign Female kingfishers have a more colorful reddish 
ni MNS 2 ae a a ~ the outside “rattles” to alert its partner to hand across the chest and flanking the area 

ee = a leave the nest before the partner on the _ between the belly and the back. 
ee Sa : 

outside enters. 
Sheboygan’s Harbor Centre - A group of belted kingfishers is referred to as a 
een eiee Project After hatching, the young are fed “crown” or “rattle” 

Forty acres of prime real estate on a peninsula at regurgitated food and spend about a 
the confluence of the Sheboygan River and Lake month in the dark burrow before emerging. They remain with their parents for an- 

Michigan had been furniture and toy manufacturing other three weeks learning and perfecting their fishing skills, after which time 

factories and storage piles of coal, fertilizer, petrole- | they are on their own. The family breaks up and each go their separate ways. Only 
um products, coke and salt. After cleanup of conta- one brood is raised per year. 

minated soil and groundwater, the property was re- : : . ze 
developed into a waterpark hotel, resort complex Belted kingfishers may be seen any time of year. Though most of these birds 
and conference center, employing more than 350 migrate to better fishing spots in winter, a few remain here as long as open water 

people. The city added a riverfront promenade, edu- is flowing below dams or on large rivers where the fishing is good year-round. 

cational facility and lakefront walk. This brownfield Unfortunately, fish hatcheries are not immune to predation from the hungry 
had a wide varley of financial gssistalice, Includine opportunistic kingfishers. So year-round, I’m always looking and listening for the 
more than $12 million from the City of Sheboygan, : : : : i ¢ 
a Tax Incremental Finance District (TIF) and more shaggy crested bird with the big rattle. Even if I don’t always see it, the loud rattle 
than $4 million in grants from local, state and fed- | is music to my ears and a welcome addition to Wisconsin’s natural chorus. NV 

eral programs, including a $262,000 DOA Coastal || ————__—__——— eee 

Management Program grant. Anita Carpenter searches high and low for signs of Wisconsin wildlife year-round. 
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Comforts z 
When wildlife moves in Bird feeder “Re t 

<" Zz 

As fall arrives, wildlife refreshers 5 5 

will be seeking out warm Birds can become sick from moldy e 

ee) places to spend the winter. seeds and decomposing hulls. Bird e 
mt ‘i Ue But will yolbagire with droppings may also spread infectious 

a a y Ze x their choices? What if él bird diseases. That’s why it’s important to clean your feeders once every two 

aus ei Z Za r mouse makes a nest in that weeks and more often during heavy use. To clean, wash your feeder in hot, 
ae =. 3 eat x i wet wach your garage? soapy water, then soak or rinse it in a solution of one part bleach to nine 

re " F Co What ifa squirrel getsa parts water. Dry the feeder before refilling. 

ae ae little too cozy, with the Don’t forget to clean the ground below the feeder to prevent a build-up 
Wee ee comforter in the attic? of birdseed hulls and other waste. Bird food scattered on the ground can 

¥ ho We Fae i 5 7 Mice and squirrels can. attract unwanted rodents. 

% eet Ad AA MOO CAUSC problems if they take It's also important to make sure your bird feed is stored properly to keep 

as nyway roe 1 . 8 up residence in your roof it fresh. Store seeds in secure containers (such as metal cans) to prevent 
VES 6 =patee: They on tear squirrels and mice from getting to it. Keep the containers in a cool, dry 

Time: ; Noe pa insulation and place. And discard your bird food if it gets moldy. 
chew through wires causing a risk of fire. ee 

Several sources can help when you encounter nuisance aia x ra pM 
wildlife. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Wildlife Services Linch prscadegge Tek (Hzodessoaplar) << roy 
and Wisconsin DNR provide some nuisance wildlife assistance. oo Poy. ae Ls 

If you have a problem with nuisance bears, wolves and birds, ee %* Sa if A, al % z 

please contact the USDA's Wildlife Services. The two district Po 5 * SE 5 

offices in Wisconsin are located in Waupun and Rhinelander. es nf & 

USDA-WS, Waupun District USDA-WS, Rhinelander District i — sma american) 2 

1201 Storbeck Dr. PO Box 1064 ees Lone Star Tick (Amblyor E 

Waupun, WI 53963 Rhinelander, WI 54501 es a 

715) 369-5221 — 2 
oo as & 

If you aren’t certain which office to call, try the toll-free oe 2 
number at (866) 4-USDA-WS (866-487-3297) and you will be eal rmacentor varie) e 

: . ‘. Re ee riot Tick (Der °o 
directed to the right office for your area. (oe ge 

Questions about other species? Contact your local DNR oS 7K oat 
Service Center from the online link at eee 2 | 
dnr.wi.gov/contact/. Local DNR staff will 7 " 
provide advice and technical assistance oe 
over the phone to help you legally solve Tick check oe 2 

yous mueance problem Manyipavate Swelling, tenderness and joint pain, limping and fever are a few of the signs. Lyme disease, 
pest cont ollopetstors ate also eel = transmitted through the bite of the tick, Ixodes scapularis, can strike dogs and cats, too. 
your local yel bowspabc under : Pest Smaller than the head of a pin, these very tiny ticks, commonly called deer ticks or black-legged 

Soa on pone a Tea us ticks, are hard to see. After each outdoor excursion, do a complete tick check of your pet. Check 

have animal control officers and UW- paws, around the collar, behind and in the ears, around the tail and all about the head. Brush your 

ee aise nee oo eae pet after each outing, preferably outside. Check for bumps. If you do feel a bump, tease the fur 

peau ee Eo og ss : apart to identify the cause. An embedded tick will vary in size, from a pinhead to a grape. 

eee fe wud guile ree ad If you find a tick, wear rubber gloves, then use tweezers to gently grasp the tick as close to your 

Soo apy oe eee pet’s skin as possible and gently pull away from the skin. Try not to crush the tick. If it looks like 

lat ou eome and may. not survive when some of the tick did not come completely out (the tick’s mouthpart has a barb that makes removal 

cies to the wild. They donotmake more difficult), use an alcohol sterilized needle to remove the remaining pieces. After removal, 

: : cleanse the area with antiseptic. 
eas ee ee ree to handle 2, sick or There are a few Lyme disease vaccines approved for canines that can decrease your dog's 

Sao eld aula oa UE chances of contracting the disease. Many tick products and medications are available over the 

people and carry diseases. Children and counter and from your veterinarian. Sprays, collars and dips repel and kill ticks to some degree. 

yet comes Fee eee aa Tick collars are considered less effective than some of the preventative pills. Several antibiotics 
Soe ane Be Meee are available to treat Lyme disease and are especially effective if administered in the early stages 
safety, contact your police department or afithe dicease. 
local DNR office for advice and assistance. 

30 Wisconsin Natural Resources



ae GR Fe a ee - : 

’ oe 
IH 1 52 light of the mighty Perseus Arts, craft and food booths 

KS {Oe @ A SI || Fe 88 who slew the multi-headed run alongside the race route 
7 aS SS medusa and brought fire to throughout the festival. 

the earth, and the vain and Or follow crowded flocks 

QW eC eC rr beautiful queen, Cassiopeia, as border collies herd and 

who lays claim to the star- drive their woolly charges at 
studded skies from her throne the WWSDA Sheep Dog 
in the shape of a lazy W. Trials in Portage on Friday, 

Spare the petrol, have a Eas If connecting the dots of August 29 through Monday, 

i rt ee rr | i the constellations caught your | September 1 from 9 a.m.-5 
24 bg anc : = a haa ae a fancy, then cast your eyes p.m. See these amazingly 

2 » pina | y see meas LS Pf | | downward in Green Lake on focused dogs working sheep 

3 a 7 —— | ef an fF Sa | August 16 where artistes and through a triangular quarter- 

SS es Pe | +. | sidewalk Cézannes alike will mile course aided only by the 

a aye — i Fi a draw stars, rainbows and herder’s voice and whistle 

Crees ny . —S te Ee i. dragons on Mills Street at the | commands. The trial is held in 
226, saa ee \. emf a cy je) 9) 8) annual Chalk Art Festival fields at N5085 State Road 78, 
— aN Jv 7. ee Md ) = 2| from 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. Call | Portage. Follow signs posted 
oe eae 8) 1-800-253-7354 for details of at the big truck stop where 
oe ce ae uA Co ij ~~ z| how youcanmake your mark | I-94 and I-39 meet. Contact 
eer ee oS (er 2] on concrete and take in the Jean Bass at (608) 497-2515 

Poi ee rN eee gE 8) colorful hand drawn master- | or (608) 845-6996 for more 

NT (=e | pieces. Just don’t get a hernia information about this 

SS ee Se S) pavement Picassos home! Dog Association event. 

In this summer of higher tip of Door County at Newport If you enjoy the stroke of a 

gas prices, Traveler casts an State Park, 475 County NP paddle as much as the stroke 

eye toward the water, the near the town of Ellison Bay. of a piece of chalk, set yous q . 

heavens, the hills and the Join us in the picnic area on compass for Superior to watch oo ee 
shore for little adventures and | August 12, bring some lawn more than 100 international ae ie ihe. os 

simpler pleasures near home. chairs or blankets and bundle fe auns mae the backs of cle ae oS 
Like over in Oshkosh where on | up for the sky show that will mythological pace along the : 

Saturday, August 9, up to 500 only get better and better as suore ol a slsland at the 
youngsters can wet alineina | dusk turns to dark and then Lake Superior Dragon Boat 

friendly little get-together dawn. If the skies stay clear, as Festival on inday August22 
they call the Otter Street many as 60 comets an hour Ce gn aa ey, a 
Children’s Fisheree. There should streak across the heavens Ss oe eau 3 

will be plenty of adult help, especially between the con- 10 p.m. It's our nation’s largest | BRE cenoee eee 
refreshments and prizes as the | stellations of Perseus and Cas- gathering of these long, lean z eo a2 

kids try their luck catching a siopeia. Don’t remember those | S70°° Bnd ee Ces Don't be stranded on 
good time and maybe a few Greek dudes and dudettes? 1107, e-mail info@lakesuperior | shore when the Apostle 
fish at the ponds in Menomi- Then bring along your mythol- dragons.com. Islands Lighthouse Celebra- 

nee Park. Pre-register by call- ogy texts to read up by flash- tion leaves the dock from 

ing (920) 233-2892 and plan on aa. > September 3 — 20. 
checking in about 8:30 in the e — ct 2 . fe This annual event 
morning for fishing fun that ww \ — a : features daily light- 
runs from 10 until noon. a ‘ t | : . house cruises 

If your cup of tea is staying ‘ a. \ ‘ af _ and tours 

out of the crowds and away Dnt eal | ofthe 

> from the summer heat, cw . ‘ a _ seven 

8 we heartily recommend —_ ik oe. w+ % oa historic 

% getting away from the fi ; 4 4 i; Apostle 

= city lights and casting your ve | z Ny “ / , Islands lights. Other activities 

3 eyes skyward on a summer’s : 9 at ws include lectures, concerts, a 

= night for the annual mS a. | ces ee Keeper’s Dinner and more. 

2 Perseid Meteor c oo, Ae i , } Tour the newly renovated 

Z Shower whose cosmic * d Y ‘ , > Raspberry Island Lighthouse. 

= dust show speckles the night ve? 4 ’ Tours and cruises leave from. 

8 sky with comets from mid-July .) ." r the City Dock in Bayfield. 
2 through mid-August, peaking i 3 Contact toll-free: 1- 800-779- 

8 each year between August 8- . < / se meme 4487, email: 

g 14. Star-crossed lovers and ; _ , RI \ e -) ie ee 
= families alike can joina y a ae . a a — |? house cele- 
2 few stargazers near the {iy Ba y = Bs. Y de | el Lys Ry a bration.com. 

> ar i : oes he a _ gat pen se tamaate ASUS 2008 34 
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MIRROR LAKE PINE OAK \ 
FOREST ee 
STATE NATURAL AREA og ae 

Notable: Adry-mesic |—o | Behe So 

forest dead by fe an Se 1 

white and red pines VA a " 

along with red, white | Maida, ae 3 
and black oaks on the|warurat > ee ee a 

gently undulating eee Bas rs Zi < we 

sandy uplands west = ‘ “ < 

and north of Mirror Lake. geet Soles ; : 

Huckleberry, low blueberry ohn ae i ‘ 
and hazelnut compose the os Sm te : we, 
shrub layer. Vernal ponds RS oi ae ee pet ead 
and a small stream add to the ys Gea eet ‘ Baer . SBS 

site’s diversity. Nearer the lake, Bh eae : ‘ “4 ; i < 

narrow ravines feature scenic ee : <i eae 

sandstone cliffs up to 35 f wets er. 

feet high. aS . a vey 

How to get there: oe ‘a ; : 
Within Mirror Pt lian, SAN ae ees sar 

Lake State | < x Soe : 

Park. From the ? 3 ‘ ies 
junction of Inter- " - TC 

state 90-94 and 2 : 

Highway 23 in Bs 
Wisconsin Dells | BS 

(Sauk Co.), go south 1.3 miles on Ce er ae ee a re 

Soe eee een ae OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE WNRMAG.COM 
along Pickerel Slough Rd. and | 
walk south or west into the | 

natural area. Vehicles must | 

display a state park sticker. 

Visit dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/ 

sna/sna406.htm for a map and 

more information.
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