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YUUR HONEY WILL SELL BETTER —mem

In Well Made | EVER TOP TINS
e That do not Leak.

Chown Bros. and Mulhollano, Lid.
THOMAS STREET, ULTIMO, SYDNEY.
PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION.

oK BLLPORT, Pe

Manufacturer & Importer of Beekeepers’ Supplies,
CHUTER STREET NORTH SYDNEY.

' REDWOOD HIVES FROM 3560 EACH.

Before Ordering send for Price List.

*YOUR OWN BIESWAX MADE INTO

- FOUNDATION AT 5d PER LB.
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“I‘u-sL ot the throng and foremost of the whole,
One stands confest the Sovereign aund the soul.’”
And if you want the

Fn'st and Foremost Queens of the Seasondmy,

direct from Australia’s largest breeder, let me book your order'now, and you can receive
queens the very day you are veady for them. My gneen-raising ay "aries are now in full

swing and beautiful young queens are ready to go off by yeturn mail. Don’t folerate old

queena in any of your colonies when you can obtain vigorous young gueens in the Sprmg
that will double your returns. I can furnish beautiful g “lden quesns, the result of 16 years’
careful breeding;, or leather coloured queens raised from direct importations from. the best
breeders in Ttaly. By my improved method of queen raising, the most perfectly
developed of queens only are produced, and as my breeders are excelled by none, I am
enabled to guarantee satisfaction to all customers. All queens are sent post free, and
safe arrival guatanteed tu any partof Australasia. "We have no foul trood in Queensiand,
and T guarantee all my apiaries to be entirely free from disease of any type. My cata-
logue contains over 50 pages of useful information, and is sent free, so kindly send for a

co

ik One "Thrae Five Ten
Untested Ttalian Queens .. i vl 5/- 13/- 20/~ 39/-
Tested i M 8l iuonlt 35/ - 65/~
Select ‘Festod Breedmo Q,ueens L 12 15/- 42/- 65/~
Carni-Tralian Queens : 5/- 13- 20/- 39/

H X JONES,

Goodna, Queensland.
Queensland Agent for the ¢ Australian Bee Bulietin.”

TR I MR T

QUEENS 38 Each. QUEENS!!

One Untested 3/-; Three for 7/6 ; Tested, 6/-; Select Breeder, 12/6,

Golden, Five Banded, Ligurian, Cyprian Italians. Golden, Five Banded and .

Ligurian are bred in separate apiaries. I am breeding all my queens from
new imported blood, the best that money can buy.. I have made great preparations
 for the coming season, and if we have a good season will be able to execute
orders promptly.-

Try one of my SAFE INTRODUCING CAGES, with queen, 5d extra, without
queen, 4d.———

Full Colonies, 8 Framed Dovetailed Hive, £1,

3 Framed Nuclei, 10/-, with division containing two queens and two frames
each, 15/-. The advantage is, two Nucleis same freight as omne.

RR.H. JdJERWVIS,

WREKIN APIARY,
MOSS VALE, N.S.W.

.

*
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" BOBS IS STILL IN SOUTH AFRICA.

> BUT I am still at Rosebud Apiary

rearing those Ideal Queens that

improve ihe Beekeeper’s btock.  Send your

» Orders to me, and I will supply you with those

beautiful, gentle industrous and

. prolific Italian Queens (eitber Golden
or Ligurian), that give everyone satisfaction.

> Book your Orders at once and get
them filled early.

e T T

& PR ICES—
1 3 5 10
.  Untested Queens 5~ 13- 20/-" 39/-
Tested Queens 8- 92/~ #5[: B5)-

. . Belect Texted 1 for 15/-, 2 for 27/6

I can also supply you with @hoice Poultry
and Eggs for setting, at very low rates.

Write for my Catalogue, it is Free, and
will interest you.

» A, A. ROBERTS,
e ROSEBUD ABIARY,
 MUSWELLBROOK, N-S. W.

.| race.

My International Money Order Office

Beeville, Texas.
x
Queens Direct from America,

I WILL send you my best breeding queens of

either race, express prepaid by me, $7.50
each. Special raised and mated, the very best
$10 each; untested, $2.50 each. We keep in
separate yards from 7 to 15 miles apart. Itali- =
ans, Colden Ttalians, Holylands, Cyprians,
Albinos, and Carniolan races. We import our
gueens direct, and try tohave the best of every
If you desire queens sent at yonr risk by
mail deduct §1.50 on each gqueen. = Ordersto the
amobuayp of ten dollars (£2) get one year’s sub=
scviptien to The Southland Queen. 1 guarantee
safe arrival by express, and send mors queens
JSree, purchasers paying express charges, §1.5
each. A new importation of Holylands, Cypri-

ans and Italians to arrive scon. Money order
office—Beeville Texas, U. S. A.

MRS.: JENNIE ATCHLEY.
Beevitie, Bee Co., Texas, U. S. A.

‘“The queens that we have received from Mrs.
Atchley are doing well, and I am well pleased
with them.—E. Tireer. ;

NOTICE

2 VHOULD any beekeeper have a doubt of
the genuineness of any honey sold in his

+ meighbourhood, send a sample to the Chairman |

Bomd of Health, Sydney, who will cause it

| HONEY LABELS | -

] Our facilities for doing all kinds of |
Honey-label work in one or more
colors are the best and we do it

to be analysed, and take procoeedings if |

cheaply. ———
necessary. ) ‘

VSRR N O )

@& Have you seen the last cOpy e

Other Colonies 3 .

| _of SEat g 4
: i Martin’s “Home & Farm.”
F If not, SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY!

‘ g SUBSCRIPTION Only 2/6 a year in N.S.W.
- You Should Read It!
» it is for every Farmer, Orchardist, Gardener, Maize Grower, Dairyman,

-

.

Stock Breeder, Poultry Keeper, Bee Keeper, Gountry
and Suburban Resident.

g The Pape‘r' for every Farm and every Home throughout Australfa;

“ Home & Farm” Publishing Coy., 161 Clarence St., Sydney, N.S.W.
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The' New Zealand Farmer,

READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL-
TURAL JOURNAL.

It is practically the hand hook of the New
Zealand Agriculturst,

‘It keeps abrenst of every enterprising farmer’s
daily requirements, enabling him to utilise all
‘modern advantages within his reach.

The subjects dealt with cover the whale field
of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura. pur-
suits, and the legislation affecting these several
industries. Its ~columns contain thoroughly
practical as well as scientific information upon
all branches, of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the
Cultivation of Crops. Stock Breeding, and Man-
agemedt of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in
health and disease ; Dairy Methods upon im-
proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including
the Suppression of Orchard Pests; Poultry
Rearing, Special Industries, ote:, ete., besides
critical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations

trom every farming centre in the colony,

The ¢New Zealand Farmer” is the only paper |

iu the colony wholly devoted to the interests of
Farmers, Wool Growers, and Orchardists,
Subscription: Per aunum, 128 6d, posted in
advanice, 10s. X
Send your Subscri

ption through any Stationer
ox direct to the ¢

PUBLISHING Orrick, Forr-s7., AUORLAND

My Golden Strain are not Excelled for Beauty
or Honey Gatherers,

82.50 ea.

S1.50 ea.

Tested Queens
Untested Queens -

/

SATE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED,

J. W. MINER,
RONDA, N.C.,, U.S.A.

.}A

AMERICAN |

| ful to ladies r

|
|
f
|

|

|
|
|

The Australian Pastoralist, >
AND BREEDERS GAZETTE. &
PUBLISHED MONTHLY.
Price, 38s Per Annum.

Gontains all the leading Pastoral Intellience. - -
Address Orders— .
P.0., Woolloongabba,
BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND

-

ol

Yow'll §trike the Fashions £

ANTHONY -
'HORDERN’S ’

You'll get the newest goods,. the nicest:
| materials, the prettiest Millinery, the most
dainty Blouses, the ehic-est Costumes;
and the best of everything, and you will do P
h the business at ;

ANTHONY HORDERN'S : ¢

Famous Low Prices 4

Our Complete Fashion Portfolio for
utumn and Winter, 1901, is now ready
and will be sent Post Free anywhere on
receipt of address. 'Lhe book is profusely
illustrated with the present Season’s
Fashions. and should piove speecially use-
esident in the country.

ANTHONY HOHRDERN’'S

supply  everything neeiful to cary on the
business of life.  Bveiy section’ of that
business is provided for, and all the
toilers as well ‘as the moilers, ae amply
cared fon.  Their wants are onr chiefest
study, for them we visit the markets of
the world, bringine to their doors everything
thg\t can make home happy and life desir- 7
able.

OUR TERMS FOR THIS SERVICE ARE
SE O CIAS TH

=

V.

‘e

4

<

<
5
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batkony Bodern & Su, -

: - 9
ONLY UNIVERSAL PROVIDERS,

HAYMARKET ONLY, SYDNEY

Priuted and Published by E. Tipper, proprietor, High Street, West Maitland, N.S.W.
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The following is a list of advertisers
in our present issue :—

Supply Dealers.

" R. K. Allport, Chuter St., North Sydney.
A. Herdern & Sons, Haymarket, Sydney.
The W. T. Falconer Manufacturing Co,

Jamestown, N.Y., U.S.A.
Chown Bros. and Mullholland, ILtd.,
Thomas 8t., Ultimo, Sydney.

Queen Raisers.

‘W. Abram, Beecroft,

H. L, Jones, Goodna, Queensland.

A. A. Roberts, Muswellbrook, N.S W

Jas. McFarlane, Lyndhurst, Victoria.

Mrs. Jennie Atchley, Beeville Bee Co.,
Texas, U.S.A.

J. W. Miner, Ronda, N.C., U.8.A.

R. H. Jervis, Moss Vale, N.8.W.

Miscellaneous.

A. Hordern & 8 ns, Haymarket only,
Sydney.
Allen & Co, 242 Sussex street, Sydney
The Farmers’ Co-operative Company,
Ltd., Sussex street, Sydney.

WORK FOR THE MONTH.

‘We have been very busy lately. Cold
weather coming on, and one slight frost
having actually occurred, wentround and
lessened all entrances. Ournext job was
to see to the interior warmth, so looked at
every hive to see the oil-cloths were all
right, also folded newspapers in addition
on top. Many of the hives want paint-
ing. One or two tops have cracks. The
latter must be puttied up. Our first care
is for the tops. We paint a few spare
ones, and put them on hives in place of
others, using those others in the same

. moths.

way. Then to the bodies, adopting the
same plan. Foranynumber of hives the
cheapest way to buy paint is to get white
lead and raw oil. There are, however,
different recipes for same. Some bee-
keeepers paint their hives red in winter,
and give a white coat in spring. The red
attracts the heat of the winter sun; the
white subdues the heat of the summer
sun.

We see A. F. Burbank, in Queensland
Countru Life, recommends re-queening
now by the supersedure plan. That is,
where queen-cells are started from infer-
ior larvee, replace the larvee in the queen
cells by larvee from best queens. Queens .
land is a warm climate, and so allows
queen-rearing at this time of year, also
early in the spring. With ourselves,
many of our queens have ceased laying,

‘We do not know if there is much ad-
vantage in planting for winter forage for
the bees. We tried broad beans several
years. No doubt the bees work well on
1t in winter, but you need to sow a large
area, and every severe frost causes the
flow of nectar to cease for a day or two.

As the queens cease to breed the swarm
gradually lessens in size, so that what oe-
cupied two or three stories can now he
confined to one. It is well, therefore,
they should be put in the bottom box,
seeing there is plenty of honey with them.
The surplus boxes some recommend to
store away, using precautions against
‘We are adonting a different plan.
Leave the extra boxes on, but putting

.the oilcloth and paper above the lowest

one. It is a good time to sort combs.
See that none but worker comb is in the
lower story.

Tt will be no difficult matter to look
over those upper stories occasionally, to
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see if there are any moths in them.
Should there be, get an empty hive, place
on ground, into which put an iron vessel
or pan filled with sulphur. On top of the
hive place another or more, to hold all the
moth-affected combs. Set alight to the
sulphur at bottom, and put cover on top
of all'to"keep the fumes'in,” ~A sheet
over all will assist in the latter operation
by preventing any fumes escaping at
cracks. Good Italian bees, however, will
keep down moths to a mimimum. In our
150 hivesiwe have 'not seen half-a-dozen
the past season. :

HE N. S. W. Bee=Farmers’ As=
T sociation is: now a hard fact.
; New members coming in every
week. The subscription is 2/6. See
advertisement and rules elsewhere.
Will those beekeepers who take an
interest in their own success and
that of the industry, send in their
names, number of their hives, also
their honey returns (for private use
only) to the Secretary, Mr. E. Tip-
per, Willow Tree ? Also, if they can
possibly attend a meeting in Sydney
i the month of June or July?
Will ‘members use their influence
with their neighbouring beekeepers
to join?

Convenient size for extracting-house
for out apiary 8x16 feet,

In warming extracted honey do not let
the heat be more than 145° or 150 ©,

Narrow spacing has a tendency to keep
out drone comb and drone rearing.

Bees never sting except in selt defence
or defence of their hives. e

Clountry beekeepers enthusistic in’ sup-
port of the new Bee-Farmers Association,

Skim milk sweetened may be” fed in
combs or feeders' as a stimulant for
brood-rearing,

A German, Dr. Leister, subsisted for
six months on white bread and honey,
exercising ‘severely, and was well nour-
TRedid o i :

Che Australian Bee Bulletin.
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Note what the Farmers’ Co-operative
Co. are doing in the matter of export of
hon sy, see page 31.

Dr. Johann Dzierzon, the famous
author of the theory that bears his name,
was 90 years old on January 16th, ;

A cover with a hole in the middle, so
the centre will cool first, is said to prevent
cracks in cakes of wax.,

In Germany they are using an uncap-
ping fork, with adjustable ncedles,
instead of a knife.

A pipette or fountain-pen filler is re-
commended for handling royal jelly in
queen raising.

In colder parts of North America, hees

are sometimes confined in cellars six
months of winter weather.
Don’t have too many *hives in one

location. 50 sheep will get fat in a
paddock that 100 will starve in.

The careful beckeeper saves every
serap of old combs and scrapings of hives
and frames. :

The guid wife, “Yes, but you know
you can make so many more uses of jam
than you can of honey.” :

For robbing rub a rag with kerosens
on places where the robbers are trying to
enter, and narrow the entrances. A wet
bag or sheet over all is a good remedy,
also nearly closing entrance, and put a
piece of glass over it.

Cuba exported from July 1 to Dec, 31,
1899, $19,606 worth of honey. Half
went to Germany and half to France and
the United States.

Doolittle says unfinished sections of the
previous year may be used, and still

furnish, when finished, a good grade of

comb honey.

California has had failure of honey
crop for three years in succession, A
plentiful fall of rain now promises a big

"*,

erop, but it is said, through the past bad

seasons, there are not a third of the hees
there were three years ago.

To clear extracted honey of bubbles.
Keep the honey hot long enough for the
bubbles to rise—not hot enough to injure
the honey—then cool slowly.



- May 27, 1901

b

For a good class of vetail customers

', there is nothing hetter to us than a 21b

serew top glass jar costing perhaps 4d
each, leaving 4d a Ib for the honey.
We acknowledge receipt from the A, T.

- Root Co., Medino, Ohio, U.S.A., of their

»

3

»

b

.

"y

April Catalogue of bee goods manufac-
tured by them. Very complete, illus-
trations, prices, and reading matter.

. Putting frames with eggs and unsealed
larvae at outside of the cluster, the bees

- don’t want to store right in the middle of
the brood nest, so put all surplus in the
super.

The Australion Beekeepers' Review is a
new journal, to be published by Mr. G,
Colbourne, Jun, Mz, Colbourne used to

" contribute articles to the 4. Bee Bulletwn,
and his writings were always good

" reading.

Quite a number of encouraging letters
to hand, wishing success to the N.S.W.
Bee-Farmers’ Association. No import-
ant move will be taken by it without the

. majority approval of its members, whether
able to attend meetings or no.

v The yellow box in our distriet, gener-
ally comes into bloom about October, the
buds kept back from coming into bloom
till then by the cold weather and frosts.
The present mild weather is bringing a
lot into bloom now. Is it so well ?

TaxransiNg.—150 miles from us as the
bird flies, a splendid flow of white box

" this past autumn. Thousands of white
box trees near us; scarcely a bud the

" past two years; two years previous to

. that, bloomed in dead of winter.

‘We are sorry to have been informed of

. the death of Mr. Fathers, of Mundarloo,

and deeply sympathise with his bereaved
. family. Since his death, Mrs. Fathers
employed a person to extract from his 78

-, swarms, getting in two extractings a ton

and a half of honey.
v The Young People’s Industrial Ex-
hibition in Sydney, placed the Honey

" Payilion at the R. A. Society’s ground at

the disposal of beekeepers free of charge.
* Mr. F. Ward, 180 King Street, Newtown
is the Secretary appointed to receive and

~ ~allot applications for space.

Che Australian Bee Bulletin,
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Four two-frame nuclei can bhe made in
one 10-frame hive-body, by putting in
three division boards. Allow the two
middle nuclei to enter, one at each end of
the hive, and the two outside ones at
sides of hive.

Professor Cook gives the rainfall at
his place in California for the past nine
years :—From 1891-92, 12.54; 26.23;
11,17 ; 24.40; 9.58; 23.14; 11.05; 7.87.;
10.65. He says, “I think Southern Cali-
fornia has promise of an exceptionally
prosperous year.”’

Fumigating the mails has been the
cause of the loss of many queens sent
from America to Australia and New Zea-
land. Editor Root has written to the
U.S.A. Postal Department, asking if some
special provision  cannot be made by
which bees will be exempt from fumiga-
tion while in confinement.

A writer to a contemporary says: I can
produce foul brood at a few days’ notice,
by any of the following means:—(1)
Strengthening weak colonies by adding
brood. (2) Artificially dividing, slovenly
done. (3) Giving a new swarm a full
sheet of sealed brood. (4) Spreading
brood and inserting combs, or starters in
the centre. These are the main causes,
and ought not to be practised. ;

‘ Dilston” writes :—Re remarks in
last ¢ Bulletin” by Mr, Beuhne reflect-
ing on estimate of wax made by “ Dilston”
in ‘‘ Australian Beekeeper” some months
ago, the wax there was pressed cappings,
cakes of wax not melted, not commercial
wax. What the loss in melting these
pressed cappings may be, and 1n reduc-
Ing it to ordinary form, I'have been yn-
able through pressure of work to closely
investigate, though I can say it is far
greater than I anticipated when, writing
the article referred to. When my total
season’s wax yield is get-at-able and com-
parable with honey crop, I shall be ‘able
to publish a revision of my estimate of
more value and reliable,

An instanee of the prejudice which
still exists in some parts of the old
country against Australian produce was
given by a representative of the dairyimng
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- industry at the conference of the Butter and  some rooms in Leadenhall-street on the
Cheese Factories Managers’ Association ground floor for the purpose of exhibit- &
in Melbourne. He stated that a friend of ing the products of the colony of Victoria.
his, who had recently returned from Eng- These premises are in the very heart of« -
land, had informed him that when visit-* the city of London, and the window has
ing a shop in Dublin he saw what pur- for a long time been filled with various *
ported to be Irish butterfor sale. The kinds of grain and other products. The
brand of a well-known Victorian butter rooms are stocked with models of fruit,
exporter was on the box, and, on drawing samples of jami, wines, bottled fruits
the shop-keeper’s attention to the fact, dried fruits, &c. A few weeks ago Mr.J. g

- the latter confessed that the placard was Sinclair, the Victorian representative, was
merely a subterfuge to attract buyers. called home on a temporary mission, and*
The butter was really Australian, but a his place was ftaken by Mz, Hall, who |
more ready sale could be found for it if superintended the Victorian exhibit at
the -article was labelled ¢ Trish.”— the Earl's Court Exhibition the year be-
Australasion, fore last. During the last few weelks Mr.

An old, old story, is the warning not to Hall has made his TLeadenhall-street g
extract honey before it is ripe. But window a very attractive spot, to judge
there is still a new light in which the by the crowds of persons one may see,
subject may be viewed, and an import- every day before it. Ile has had
ant one. Honey may be thick enough Victorian mutton and lamb exposed and 4
swhen extracted, and it may have a fine labelled in prominent letters that it is so.
flavor then ; and yet it may be extracted This week he has added Victorian butter -
too soon. In a few months that fine and Vietorian apples, and when one
aroma will be coxe, and the honey will stands in the crowd for a few minutes4

_be inferior, and will injure the market. and listens to what is said it is very
‘Tt will not get thin, nor will it sour;but, ~evident that the new departure is doing®
«since the same honey left on longer does good. People are surprised, and are not
not lose its flavor several months after backward in expressing it, that such
extracting, as this does, we must con- excellent products are grown or made in ,
clude that honey may be usripe even Victoria and can be sent to this country.
when it has a fine flavor, and is not thin, Mr. Hall says he has many inquiries .
Taste is a eurious thing, you know. But daily from onlookers who come to in-
the proper way to test that would be to quire where they can buy the goodsg
leave some combs on the bees ‘a month shown in the window.—S. M. Hurarp.

.or two months after they are capped, = =
before extracting, and compare the PRICES OF HONEY.
flavor of that honey the next March with  Sydney.—Dull of sale. Candied, 13d «
other honey extracted in the ordinary to 2d; eloar, 2d, choice, 21d to 2id per
manner. Then they would find out that 1b. for tins containing 601b, g
their honey is not so fine as they thought  Messrs. Allan & Co., Sussex St.,

‘it was. And also the thickness, as well Sydney, report:—-Have a steady outlet™

. as the flavor, may be affected by atmos- for good light hox honey at 23d. There

‘-pheric’ conditions after the honey is is sfill a glut of river honey and little
ceapped.—Eclange. demand, but good western box honey is

ol AUsTRATIAN ProDUCE IN BrITIsH MaR- firm at 21d. i a

t.kers.—The Vietorian Government have  Melbourne.—Clear garden commanded
for some years had a vepresentative in from 31d.to 34d.; dulllots being disposed
London to look especially after agri- of at lower figures. Beeswax. —Sales

- cultural and other produce. About two were limited at from 1/1 to 1/2. ¥
years: ago the same Government took  Adelaide.—Honey, 2d; Beeswax 1/1, |

!
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Some Very
FROM AN OLD SUBSCRIBER’S LETTER.

“~ My J. F. Meiklejohn, a heekeeper,

who twelve months since left Ard (len
to end the remainder of his days in his
native land of Scotland, has sent us a
very interesting letter, from which we
make a few extracts :—
After staying at various places for
. some time, we got eventually settled down
in an ancient quiet place. It is at what

- may be termed the entrance to the High-

»

{

lands, and a very pretty place it is, and
becoming a great summer resort for
people from the more populous cities.

* We are only five miles from Stirling and

seven from Bannockburn, and within a

b »yery short distance of other old historic

Fe

battlefields. We are only a few miles
from the country made famous by Sir
‘Walter Scott in his ¢ Lady of the Lake.”
Beno Ledi, Corlush Venne, and Lomond

are all visible in the distance, and not far

distant. We can also see a great part
» of what may be called thé Rob Roy
country. So from time immemorial this
and the immediate vicinity has been
rather an interesting quarter, more par-

«  ticularly if we consider that there has

-

been some hard knocks given and taken
during past centuries. Then we are on
the  Banks of Allan Water,” in which

- I amusge myselt frequently by trying to

lure the shy trout. But I have not been
»very successful so far in my efforts in
that direction, but I hope to do more ex-
ecution when we get fairly . into the
summer weather, We have had a deal
of wet weather since we came home,
enough to make us take lingering longing
looks back to Australia. But, consider-

. ing everything we are on the whole con-

" tented with our lot. 1 think if T had a

» lot of bees to attend to that I would feel

y

more stirring. Well T see a few hives
about, but about the most extensive
apiary I have come across yet in Scotland
v does not exceed five or six boxes., Of
course there will be more extensive ones

~ wbut I have not happened to see them,
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and what bees I have seen- all belong to
the black variety. Beekeeping does not
appear to be by any means a flourishing
industry here, and the produce of the hive
appears to be very much at a discount as
far as honey is concerned. It appears to
me that the taste for honey as an article of
food has not been acquired by the great
mass of the people. I went into a shop
the other day and asked if they kept honey.
They said, “Yes, but they sold. very
little.” They showed me two or three
kinds, American, Irish and Scotch. I tasted
them, but was not impressed with the
flayour of any of them. I bought half
a pound, for which T paid 5d. (10d. per
1b.) and T was less impressed with its
appearance. Were I going to grease the
axles of a cart I would be justified in.
laying it on thick if it came handy to me.
And T did not take the precaution to
smell it before using it. Indeed it had
such a vile appearance, will T eall it, that .
I believe there ave still 7ozs. in the Liouse
yet, though it is nearly a month since we
got it, I was too long used to fine
Australian white or yellow box honey to
take kindly to such stuff. T cannot quite
understand why it is, that the Australian
article has not taken on here, if what was
sent to England was as good and bright
as you and I raised. This eucalypti
flavour we hear so much about from
interested middlemen, is all fudge—just
the old ftrading story. It is naught! it
is naught! You know I sent some home
two or three years since to my velations.
I have questioned  them about it. The
whole of them say it was grand, and was
very disappointed I had not brought a
lot more home with me. Tt appears to
me, that it has not got a fair chance on
the Tondon market, and if indifferent
stuff has beensent home, so much the worse
for the trade in the long run, as I say, as
in other things besides, a taste must be
acquired for it, and if it is not put up in
an attractive manner, both in flavour and
appearance, it will be slow taking its
place as a healthful article of food, Were
it not for the bother and expense of
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bringing it home, I would never be
ashamed to have a good dish of Austra-
lian box honey at all times on my table.

So much for honey. We have stood
out the rigors of the Scotch winter very
well. Hard frosts and ice, I enjoyed
thoroughly. But on the whole the win-
ter was mild. T have felt the colds of
Ard Glen more than I have felt them
here yet.

I am sending you a photo or two : “ The
Battle Stones of Sheriffmuir,” on which
the Highlanders sharpened their swords
before the fray. It is covered with mod-
ern iron grating to save it from vandalism.
Also “Dumblane Cathedral,” founded
1145, destroyed at the reformation, res-
tored a few years ago. at a cost of nearly
£20,000. The Allen River is in the fore-
ground. Ruins of Bishops Palace in
front of Cathedral. Also the Choir of
same Cathedral. It has a fine organ
costing £1800. Three marble slabs on the
floor cover the graves of three sisters
Drummond. The cenfre one, Margaret,
was the alleged wife of James IV. All
poisoned through jealousy of nobles.
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" 316.—Italian queen mated with black drone,
will her drones be pure Italians ?
317.—It has recently been stated that N.S.W.
is ‘reeking with foul brood.”” Will youv kindly
state how this refers to your distriet ?

PETER RIDDEL.

316.—Theory says yes, but experiment gives
it thus: |Ist. As to the colour of the drones,
from the first appearing correctly marked an
increasing percentage with the age of the queen
will show. 2nd. As to the progeny of such
drones more definitely increasing will event-
uate. I might add that such is beneficial to
bee energy, especially in a yard of all pure
Ttalian.

317.—If you define N.S.W. as a box of mis-
managed stirving bees adjacent to the metro-
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polis, the expression “ reeking’’ with foul brood
would be open to question. But N.8 W. in its
bee country, where the bulk honey is found,
the *“reek’’ of foul brood is unknown. For mile
upon mile by day is the rush of busy bee wings,
swift, and honey laden, and by night the odor of
the honey stored from bush and apiary. It
would be difficult to show that of the total
number of bee colonies in N.S.W., 1 per cent
has disease of any kind. As to foul brood, it is
only found where nature demands it. The wax
moth will generally be found on the spot before
the inspector. No bee farmer can afford to
harbour it, foul brood or himself must quit. It
is, however, the least of the drawbacks the bee-
keepers have. It is one, moreover, that legisla-
tion cannot remedy, but certainly could aggrav-
ate, and if a Bee Disease Act is twisted in under
foul brood, there will be ample field for much
increased trouble to the already burdened. I
am personally acquainted with a large bee area
here, where are mény snug apiaries absolutely
free from foul brobd! While going back some
years [ have met only once with oue case of
foul brood, and that was in a neglected lot of a
fe;v hives in a place where bees should not be
eft..
“PAUL VOLTZ.

316.—If we accept Dr. Dzierzon’s theory as
correct, the drones must be pure Italians.

317.—No. 8ir|  Foul brood had nothing to do
with the decrease of bees in the Upper Hunter
District. BRad seasons assisted by low prices are
responsible for the deerease. There was a little
foul brood in this district some four years ago,
but of late I have seen or heard nothing about it.

W. GEE.

317.—During all my years in beekeeping, I
have never seen ome cass of foul brood. In
Campbelltown, Camden, Appin, or any of the
surrounding districts, foul brood is not known.
Mr. Editor, T am surprised at Mr. Gale saying
that N.S. W. is *‘reeling’’ with foul brood. 1t
is certainly untrue regarding these districts I
think it is a great slur on the beekeepers. I am
glad that you took the action you did, in pre-
venting the foul brood act becoming law, for [
believe it is the voice or every bee-keeper. Mr.
Gale said thereis not half the quantity of bees
at the present time, as there weie three years
back. If he knew much about the country, he
would find out that it was the drought that des-
troyed the bees We have had three good years
in this district, and the bees have inereased four
fold. T had thirty hives and lost them all but
four hives in one year owing to the drought.
There are about twenty bee-keepers in the sur-
rounding districts, who have from ten to one
hundred and fifty hives. There is not one in
favous of the foul brood act.

F. W. PENBERTHY,

316.—An Ttalian queen mated with a black

drone will produce Ttalians drones.
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317.—There has been no foul brood in this
district. I believe a great mumber of the so
called foul brood cases are black brood. Itis a
recognised fact now in America that foul brood
has always a strong smell like bad glue, and the
rotten matter is ropey. I know black brood has
been in N.S.W., and in its worst form it is like
an epidemic, and you can do very little for it
until it has nearly spent itself. You cannot in-
fect a colony with it, if the econditions are not
favourable for the disease.

QUESTIONS NEXT MONTH.
1.—What kind of honey does melilot or sweeb
clover give ?
2.—Whieh is best.
or on full sheets?

Swarms hived on starters

J. HEYWOOD.
3. Are half (Hoffmann self-spaciug frames)
an improvement on the large frames 7
4. Do you advise the use of end spaces
(staples), also tin rabbets ? !
5. Has any new uncapping device been intro-
duced and price ?

: EXPORTATION.

‘We have received the following from
the Farmers’ Co-Operative Co., Ltd. :—

Sydney, 8th May 1901.
Mr. E. Tipper, West Maitland.

Dear Sir,—Honey :—We expect to have an-
other lot for export to London in about two
weeks time, and if you care to avail yourself of
this opportunity we shall be glad if you will ad-
vise us. An immediate advance will be made,
and the balance either way can be adjusted on
receipt of final returns when we will hand over
London Account Sales.

Yours Faithfully,
For the FARMERS' OGE}DP. Co., LD,
(G0

Early in the history of extracted honey
adulterated honey was sold in 60Ib tins
in  California, the result a prejudice
against them, and now many bee-farmers
there prefer barrels instead, so says a
writer in the Progressive Beekeeper.

T NOTICE.

R. R. BEUHNE, Tooborae, iz appointed
Agent for Vicioria for the AUSTRAL-

IAN BEE BULLETIN, and is authorised to
receive subscriptions and advertisements for

S E. TIPPER.
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N. S. W. BEE-FARMERS’
T~ASSOCIATION. »—

0w 0w
OFFICERS :—
President; - 3
Ruv. Hasserr Harn, M. A,
Vice-Presidents :
Mgsses. F. W. Pexserray, T. BRADLEY.
'— HATHER 5

-

Secretary & Treasurer. .
E. Trerer, WirLow TREE.
‘Commmittee :

Mgzssrs. GErsBaNk, MyErs, Smaw, W.
Haxnpeocok, F. Doxyerry, €. U, T. BUrke,
E. J. Riex, J. Axpersow,:J.'A, Briy,
W. Scorr, “W.'GzE,  F.Boiroy, €. H.
Mirgs. Sy

RULES & OBJECTS.

1. The careful watching of the interests o
the industry.

2. To arrange for combined action in export-
ing honey to relieve local glut when necessary.

3. To advise members as to suitable local-
ities for establishing apiaries. '

4. Any beekeeper can become a member on
approval of committee, subscription 2/6 per
annum. .

5. That every member with more than 50
hives shall be allowed an extra vote for every
additional 50 effective hives

6. No member be eligible for office who has
less than 50 effective hives, or his subseription
is in arrear. ‘

7.. The Association to consist of a central
body and distr et branches affiliated with it.

8 The principal officers be such as will
undertake to meet each other in committee at
least once in twelve months.

9. ‘I'he officers shall consist of President,
Vice-President, 'I'reasurer and Secretary, and
Executive Committee.

10.  After the first election of officers, arrange-
ments to be made by the Secretary to call tor
nominations for office-bearers, and issue ballot
papers prior to the next annual meeting.

Gret Sample Labels from the Bee
Bulletin Printing Works,
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A SILVER WATCH
FOR NOTHING.

" WE HEREBY UNDERTAKE TO GIVE ONE OF
QOUR FAMOUS SBILVER WATCHES, listed at £2 10s
(Lady’s or Gentleman's) to every MAN, WOMAN ur
CHILD who sends us the Correct Reading of the fol-
lwing PUZZLE :(—

e
HxW DxTH THx BzSY Bxx xMPRxVx
ExCH BSHxNxNCG H=xxR.

The only c¢mdition is that if your ansver is correct
that you purchase one of our Solid Storling Silver
Chains to wear wita the watch.

SEND NO MONu®Y, simply forward your answer and
enclose stamped and addressed envelope so that we may
inform you if you have won a watch. g

We are making this offer solely with the object of
introducing and advertising our goods.

Mr. Geo. kv wn, of Langdons Hill, Vie., writes on 12th
NOvember, 1900 :—I received the waten and chain in
 0od order, and am very pleased with it ; it keeps splen-
did time, and I will recommend your firm to all my
friends —I remain, yours truly.

ADDRESS—I'HE MANAGER,
THE LONDON WAICH and JEWELLERY CO,,
13 CENTRAL-ARCADE.
GEORGE-STREET, SYDNEY.

SCALR OF PRICES.
ADVERTISEMENTS

IN THE

Australian Bee Bulletin,

HALF PAGE—Per Annum, £5.
o Per Half Year, £3.
o Per Quarter, £1 15s.

QUARTER PAGE—DPer Annum, £3.
> Per Half Year, £1 15s.
5 Per Quarter, £1.

NE-EIGHTH PAGE—Per Annum, £1 15s.
Per Half Year, £1.

LR L}

" 5 Per Quarter, 12s.
SINGLE INSERTION—First Inch, 3s 6d.
5 Succeeding, 2s 6d.

1"
If booked,
above rates

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

R. J. B. KLINE, Guildford, SApprER and
Harness Maxer, and Secretary of the
Western Australian Beekesepers’ Association, is
Agent for the ““ A. BEE BULLETIN,” and is
authorised to recelve Subscriptions and Adver-
tisements for same.
E. TIPPER,

¢¢ A, Bee Buzrerin,”’

10 per cent. extra added to the

The Australian Bee Bulletin,

IF YOU KEEP FOWLS,

——7YO0U SHOULD READ——

Jhe A

ustralian Hen.

THE ONLY POULTRY PAPER
PUBLISHED IN AUSTRALIA.
HoH
Send for a sample l)SGP_Y ta post card will dg)
which will be mailed free by return, if yog
mention this journal.
——):0:(—
Address—THE MANAGER,
‘The Australian Hen,”
190 George=-Street, Sydney,
And Woy Woy, N.S.W.

Superior American Breed

ITALIAN QUEENS
From “‘THE LAND OF FROWERS.”

HESE I breed being situated in the southern
parts of U.B.A. T make it a specialty to
breed queens unsurpassed for business, ete.; these
are the long-tongue strain according to E. R.
Roor (Editor ‘tfeanings ’*)and other measure-
ments, Choice breeders, 6 dollars each ; Tested
and otber grades quoted in my 1901 free catalogue
10,000 names wanted, so write and find out
particulars concerning free 3 dollar queens.

Trial orders will prove satisfactory, and that
my strain is not surpassed. To avoid rush have
orders booked early. Safe arrival. Satisfaction
guaranteed at prices quoted.

PORTER A. M. FEATHERS,
SUPERIOR QUEEN BREEDER,
Qak Hill, Volusia, Co., Florida, U.S. A.

Nention “Bee Bulletin ’? in replying.

COMB FOUNDATION,
—— MADE OF ——
+ PURE + BEESWEX., +
A PERFECT ARTICLE. SAMPLES ON APPLICATION.
Reduced Prices during Winter Months.

Langstroth size : 6 to 7 sheets to 11b, 1/9; 10lbs.
upwards, 1/8; 201bs. upwards, 1/7 ; 8 sheets
to 1lb., 1/10; 10lbs. upwards, 1/9; 20lbs.
upwards, 1/8.

Thin Section Foundation: 15} x 72 in., 12 sheets
to 1lb., 2/6; 10lbs. upwards, 2/4; 20lbs.
upwards, 2/2.

Special 4uotations for larger quantities.

R. BEUHNE,
TOOBORAE, YIC.
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SPRING MANAGEMENT.

‘3 I find that all the time spent in trying

to build up very light colonies in the

= spring is thrown away. If they make a
live of it they can be handled fo advant-
age later in the season.

At the beginning of fruit bloom I ex-
amine all of my colonies. From all that
need more room, those thathave hrood

" in six or seven frames, and as many
 spaces well filled with bees, I take one
“frame of brood from the brood-nest,
selecting the one containing the oldest
brood. I shake the bees off in front of
the hive, and puf a frame containing all
worker combs in the middle of the brood-

» nest in place of the frame of brood I have
taken out. I mnow put on my queen-ex-
vcluding honey-boards, and leave them on
fill the close of the season. The reason
I take this frame of brood from the hrood-
nest is that I find the queens will lay
much faster in the middle of the brood-
nest than they will in the outside combs.

" This being the case, right in the middle
of the brood-nest is where we want our
"queens to do their work., We are after
all the young bees we can get. Now I
will tell you why an eight-frame hive is
far the best in building up colonies early
in the spring. It is far better to have
the brood in six or seven frames in the
eight-frame hive than to have the same
,.amount in four frames in a large hive.
* The frame of brood that I remove, is put
,in an extracting super divectly over the
~ brood-nest, and the super filled on each

? The bees go

right to work in this upper story. If the
weather is warm, and a little honey is
coming in, I can, in four or five days,
? take from this same colony another frame

of brood. Ifitis a strong colony I take
They are put in the extracting su-

.. per beside the first comb of brood.—I

r

take out one or two combs, as I need,
that were beside the first frame of brood
put in the super, and as the bees have

", ceaned these combs and put a little new

4

honey in them, they are just right to put
<in the brood-nest in place of the brood
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removed. The queen will occupy such
combs right away, We must be a little
careful not to take too much brood early
in the season from the brood-nest, or we
may discourage the queen. While our
object is to stimulate the queen to lay to
her fullest capacity, I sometimes think
our best beekeepers do not know just
what a queen is able to do, provided the
conditions of her colony are just right—
and we keep them so for 30 days.

In a short time T take more brood from
the brood-nest. This time I put it in
another super and set it under the first,
or over the brood-nest. At this time I
destroy the queen cells that have been
started in the first upper story. The bees
will not swarm if a dozen queens hatch
in the upper stories, hut when I extract I
shake the hees from these upper stories
in front of the hive, and, if there is a
young queen with them she will erawl in
the hive and destroy the old queen, and I
lose the use of a laying queen for eight
or ten days just at the time I need her
most. \

We must recollect that there is a
cortain time during the life of a colony,
each season, when we can build it up
faster than at any other time during that
season. I expect to find not less than 13,
and in some of my best colonies as many
as 25, frames containing brood and honey
—there is more or less brood in all of
them. T think my colonies are 40 per
cenf. better than they would have been if
I had given the queen the two lower
stories and let them build up without any
of my assistanee.

Two years ago I set apart five colonies
that were better than the average of the
yvard, and I gave the queen of each the
two lower stories, and lef them build up
just as suited their notion ; adding upper
stories and extracting as fhey mneeded,
‘With the remainder of the yard (77 col-
onies) I used my method of management,
At the end of the season I had 1800 Ibs,
of honey, extra, to my credit from the 77
colonies. This is about 23 lbs. per col-
ony ; and I sold this honey at 6} cts. on
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board the cars. I tried this experiment
in an out-yard, three miles from home,
It took one-half day to go to this yard,
put brood in upper stories, destroy the
queen cells, and return home. T did this
eight times, requiring four days of time,
and I had this 1800 lbs. of honey to pay
me for my four days’ labor. The show-
ing in favor of the 77 colonies would have
been much better if there had not been a
number that did not amount to much on
the raspberry. This is not all; my bees
never think of swarming. T am complete
master of the situation, under any and
all conditions. This alone is worth the
four days’ time—S. D. OmaryaxN, in Bee-
keepers Review,

ANOTHER OPINION.
London Notes By THE Dnove 1IN
Australasion,

The matter of marketing honey is re-
ferred to by “ Ligurian” in your issue
dated 29th December, and the main cause
of low prices quoted as ““ over-production.”
With all deference to * Ligurian,” and I
have gained much pleasure from reading
his articles, T cannot subseribe to this
doctrine of “ over-production.” Nonation
can produce too much of a good thing,
but when a nation discovers that it has
produced more than it can distribute
except at a loss to the producers, it should
look to its sources of distribution rather
than attempt to curtail its output. T re-
member the  time, before butter
factories were in existence, when Victoria
glutted her markets with butter. By
looking to her sources of distribution
Victoria is now able to export at a
profit, though at a lower price than form-
erly glutted her markets, more butter
than she then ever produced. If the
Adea of forming a ring to reduce the out-
put had been put into operation in those
_days, it might have resulted in Victoria
. being content to supply merely her own
limited market, whereas hy improving
means of fransit, and looking to her
methods of distribution, to-day she stands
forward as one of the world’s buftter-
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producers. If there is sufficient energy
in Vietorian beekeepers to attack the 4
London market, I believe that market
can be secured. When in Australia T =
was told that Australian honey had a
peculiar flavour, and FEnglish people
would not eat it, and so constantly was
this gentle lie circulated that I believed ‘]
it, as also did the majority of beekeepers.
The fact of the matter is that there is no
general consumption of honey in England,
A very few people buy what they eall
“English honey” in sections, at 1/- per 4
1h. or section, but the majority of the
English housewives are far too * thrifty”
(I don’t like to say mean) to spend so
much money on so distinet a luxury. The ¢
problem for heekeepers to solve is, ¢ Clan

we produce such huge quantities of honey « 4
at such a low ecost that we can undersell
cheap jams ?’ Never mind the colour ¢
of the honey ; flavour does mot partic-
ularly matter either; ““ quantity” of good
clear type should be aimed at, each type
being kept separate, and labelled with °©
distinctive brands. If the Australian hee-
keeper canproduce this honeyin thousands
of tons, at a price that shall commend it

to the consumer, then there are millions ¥
of throats that it will lubricate in this 4 .
little spot called England alone.

The difficulty of supply being got over &
—and it can be overcome without douht—
there yet remains the difficulty of dis--
tribution. English rvetail merchants do
not pretend to he philanthropists. If it
pays them they will help in the great
distribution—it it doesn’t, they will as ~
ruthlessly trample you down as a horse
tramples a worm. Competition is the *W
spur that goads the English on, a com-
petition so severe, that the whole nation ®
ignores its instinets of humanity to
struggle for a crust of bread. Give thigt ™
struggling mass something cheaper and
better than what it is used to, and it will

4
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Honey Labels a specialty at -
‘“ Bee Bulletin” office. Send for
samples and price list. g
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Yush to obtain it, but do not expect it to go
and look for it. You must place the bait
under the nose of the animal in such.a
manner that it shall not be necessary for
it to do more than hurriedly snap at it,
and when it finds it good, it will return
for more.

The difficulty to be overcome is the
grading of the honey in Australian centres,
and the second handling in Tondon.
The heekeepers’ associations ought to be
able to engineer the former ; but a special
man, with brains and energy, will be
needed at this end; backed up by the
united beekeepers of Australia, and sup-
ported, to commence with, hy Govern-
ment patronage and financial aid. With
a central depotin Melbourne, and another
in Sydney, packing honey of varying
types, each into into its distinctive barrel,
marked by the associations’ mark, and
branded by the Government as pure—
this is the first step in the distribution
programme. Next comes the journey by
the cheapest boats; the concentration in
the London depot, then the hottling and
labelling. Lastly, the distribution to the
consumer, forcing him to buy, the ad-
vertising, and sample. Tt all means
labour and waste in energy, but it means
also the establishment of an industry in
Australia that shall employ thousands of
men settlod in honey-producing districts,
earning a healthy living—benefitting the
nation of Australia and this country of
England.

[ Will some of our readers have a say on this |

A STORY WITH A MORAL.

A man was too stingy to pay for a
newspaper, and as he could not get along
without it, he sent his little hoy to borrow
the ecopy taken by his neighbour. In
his haste the boy ran over a §4 stand of
bees, and in ten minutes looked like a
warty summer squash., His cries reached
his father, who ran to his assistance, and,
failing to notice a barbed-wire fence, ran
into it, breaking it down, cutting a hand-
ful of flesh from Ins anatomy and ruining
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a $4 pair of pants. The old cow took
advantage of the gap in the fence, and
got into the cornfield and killed herself
eating green corn, [Iearing the racket,
the wife ran, upset a four-galion churm
full of rich cream into a hasket of kittens,
drowning the whole flock. In the hurvy
she dropped a 87 set of false teeth. The
baby, heing left alone, crawled through
the spilled cream and into the parlor,
ruining a bran-new %20 carpet. During
the excitement the oldest daughter ran
away with the hired man ; the dog broke
up eleven setting hens, and the calves
got-out and chewed the tails oft four fine
shivts. —Iansas Item.

BOTTLING.

The process of botthmng. Ifave your
honey liquefied, if candied, holding the
same at 150 deg. for two or three hours.
By using a gasoline stove you can regii-
late to a degree, almost. Be sute not
to over heat it. It will stand 170 to
180 for a short time, but I prefer
not to risk losing the aroma and injuring
the delicate flavour. If you are com-
pelled to buy honey, always buy in 601b,
tin cans, as they are more convenient to
handle, While you are liquelying your
honey, wash your bottles, using clear
soft water with sal-soda and shot to
remove dirt and particles of glass if new.
Then rinse in clear water, and place
bottom upwards in racks to drain. This
will make flint jars clear and sparkling.
I use my extractor (with cross-arm and
basket removed), raised to a convenient
height. T prefer to bottle honey hot, as
it runs quicker, retains its aroma, and
will stay liquid longer than if bottled
cold. Place the pan under the honey-
gate to catch any drippings. You will
soon learn how to cut off the flow just
right the first time. Pass the jar to an
assistant at the right, who presses the
cork (cost 75 cts. per gross) m the mouth,
then dips the jar into melted wax and
paraffine, halt of each. A second assist-
ant puts on the tinfoil (costs 75 cents per



36 Che _Australian
gross) in place ; winds a capping strap
around the jar with the right hand; then
holds the jar with the left hand, running
the head up and down on the strap until
the cap is nicely smoothed down. A
paste-board, about 12 x 20, covered with
dextrine (costs 10 cents per 1b.) is covered
with labels in front of the operator. She
lays the jar down flat, deftly catches
the label by the corner, removes it from
the board, attaches it to the centre of the
jar, smoothing it out with a soft cloth ;
then she places the jar in the case at the
right, holding a dozen each. After a
little practice, three persons can easily
fill, cork, wax, tinfoil, label, and pack 800
1bs. a day, and not spill a drop of honey
by this method. The corks used for
honey jars are seconds, and ought to be
covered with wax to effect an air-tight
sealing while the honey is hot.-- Ezchange.

The Honey Bee the Most Powerful.

I notice by the papers that Mr. Felix
Plateau once conducted some experiments
of a most positive character. He caused
Jittle carriages filled with heavy weights,
to be drawn by beetles, thus transformed
into miniature horses. Imsects with good
flying powers he changed into imitation
birds of prey, by loading them, and he
established the fact that the muscular
power is in ratio contrary to size, the
smallest insect being capable of putting
forth the greatest effort. He establish-
od the fact that a beetle is infinitely
stronger than a horse, that is, is fully
twenty-one times stronger, and that a
bee is thirty times more powerful. The
horse can only exert a force equal to the
sixty-seventh of its weight, and a beetle
draws easily a load equal to fourteen
times it weight ; while a bee, fastened to
a little carviage, can easily put in move-
ment a weight twenty times that of itself.
In other words, a beetle can draw or
pull fourteen of it companions, and bee
twenty. Good for the hee, says Doolittle.
—G. M. Doomrrrie, in the Progressive
Eeckeeper.
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TREES FOR SHELTER & TIMBER.
Many years ago the Emperor Napoleon

111, appointed a commission to inquire 4

into the system of agriculture in practice

in England. One thing in this report =
struck me, and that was the surprise ex-

pressed at the quantity of growing timber 4
the members of the commission found in d

the cultivated aveas. I moted the same
thing when 1 first gazed on an ]‘Inglish_‘
landscape. Naturally, T expected to see

the cultivated lands entively bare of trees,
as was then, and is now, the case in Aus-
tralin. I fancy the trees that were so
numerous in HEnglish hedgerows and field
corners have greatly decreased since the
time the report referred to was written,
as there is a general feeling in England 4
at present that the quantity of growing
timber in the country is much below what
itis in other equally populated lands. That
a small country like Britain cannot grow
sufficient timber for its own requirements
one can easily understand, but the disaf-
foresting of large areas in sparsely-popu-

=Y

lated countries, which has been going on -

for some years, points to a world-wide
dearth of timber. Inno country have the
native forests been more wastefully swept
away than in the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, and this waste has been more pro-
minent in Victoria than many other states.
Over large areas the mative forests were-
not of much value, and their removal con-
verted the country into valuable arable <
and pastoral land. It is in the ranges,

and in country unfit for cultivation, and

not of much use for pasture, that the
waste and neglect is most apparent. Many
of these forests contained excellent timber

trees which were rapidly used up; and the *

country left to lapse into worthless serub.
Ringbarking has been permitted on Crown *
lands that could not benefit by the pro-
coss from a grazier’s point of view, and
nature’s efforts to ve-afforest the land
have been hindered by the cutting down
of young trees. Many years ago T ad-
vocated the establishment of Arbor Day
in Victoria, but, though the plan has heen .
adopted in other states, the Victorian

¢
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Government have carefully ignorved it.
Throughout Victoria the ranges are every-
where rapidly assuming the appearance of
“bald hills,”” owing to the way in which
the trees are being destroyed. In some
parts of the state the landowners are
making efforts to plant trees for shelter
and for future requirements. The pro-
prietors in the centre of the Western
District set a praiseworthy example in
tree-planting, and though the benefits
resulting therefrom have been demon-
strated time and again, the example has
not been generally followed in other
parts of the state. Shelter is quite as
much required on the level country north
of the Dividing Range as it is on the
western plains.—dwustralasian.
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In moving bees they should have
abundance of ventilation, and the remoy-
ing should be done at night, when
possible.  Cold water sprinkled on the
bees helps to bring them through in
perfect condition.

It seems to me that I have known more
failures in beekeeping to come from rapid
increase than from any other cause; and
I don’t know, but more than from all
other causes put together. It does mnot
pay to go into bees, andwhen there comes
a poor year, sell out, or let them die, and
go crazy over something elge. Many
sections of our country are undoubtedly

unfit for profitable beekeeping, as
much so as ave parts unfit for wheat
growing, or the raising of dfruit,

and there is nothing to be gained by try-
ing to make ourselves believe we can suc-
ceed with bees everywhere. Such sections
can be easily determined: by the flora,
and the experience of those who have
kept bees for some years in such localities.
—J. H. Crane, in ““ Beekeepers’ Review.”

In Canada there arve several kinds of
bumble-bees, some very small and others
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all the way to very large. They are
variously and heautifully marked swith
pleasing colours. The smallest of all are
the varest, but their nests are the richest
in honey. The medium sizes winter
generally in the woods under old logs,

“where there is a large accumulation of

old leaves. The smallest and largest
may winter in the same fashion, but T
don’t know about that. I have often won-
deved if it could be that they migrate to the
South like the birds, and spend a season
there, and return North the following
spring. Only the queens live through
the winter. I have handled a good deal
of wood, logs, rails, and timber in my
day, but never found any of the smallest
or the largest kinds in winter.— American
Bee Journal.

1 have caught in the fields, and at the
entrances of the hives, hundreds of bees
that were loaded with both pollen and
honey. As a rule, they will not when
carrying hoth have nearly as large a load
of pollen as when gathering pollen alone,
but will apparently have a full load of
nectar ; that is, they will eject, when
pressed, a large drop that looks to be as
much as can be obtained from one loaded
with nectar alone. But sometimes the
conditions will be reversed, and those carry-
ing both will have a good load of pollen
and but a small one of nectar.—Writer in
American Bee Journal.

The London Daily Mail gives the fol-
lowing from a Mr. Shackleton:—To
Messrs. Donald Currie & Cos steamer
Tmtagel Castle, must be granted the
palm for the greatest number of refugees
carvied away from South Africa. Mys-
terious was their arrival, no less secret
their departure. Leaving Cape Town on
May 8, we noticed large numbers of bees
flying avound the ship, and one Sunday
when in latitude 13 deg. South, 1 deg.
west, from forward arose a swarm which,
settling on a ventilator, completely cover-
ed it. Never before, I think, has there
heen so eurious a place for swarming bees
as a varnished ventilator on a ship in
mid-ocean. We constructed a nondes-
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cript hive, and there content they ve-

mained for the next seven days. On the
20th we drew near to Cape Verde, passing
about nine miles off, and going that morn-
ing to see our little colony found it had
flown.

I will tell your readers how I make
honey-vinegar of about twice the strength
of ordinary vinegar. Get a good vinegar
barrel or any good oak barrel, knock out
the head and use domestic for cover.
Cord the cover on tight with fish cord, =o
that nothing can get in but air. Put in
about 2ilbs. of honey to the gallon of
water. Don’t ever mix any yeast or any-
thing else with it. Just keep it in the
hottest room you have till it gets clear
and o strong that no one can drink one
tablespoonful at once. Don’t do as I
did the first T tried to make. I concluded
it was spoiled and poured it out. When
it gets bitter and tastes like all the mean
things you ever did taste, then it is malk-
ing vinegar. Just let it alone till it gets
clear, not like water, but like brandy.
The main things are a large vessel, plenty
of air in the vessel, not in the house, and
the hottest house you can make., Black
sheet iron is jnst the thing to cover the
house with.—L. L. Skaggs in Seuthland
Queen.

At the Ontario Beekeepers Association
— My, Perry read a short paper on
¢ Tome-raised Queens versus Imported.”
He holds that we must grow our own
queens in order that they may be acelim-
ated and adapted to one’s locality and
management. By continuously producing
comb honey the bees, he thinks, will de-
velop into a ecomb honey strain. If you
practice cellar wintering they hecome a
strain that will winter well in the cellar
ete. He helieves that most of the money
we have paid out for queens has been
worse than thrown away. Mr. Olmstead
could not see that it could have any in-
fluence upon the progeny of the queen
what sort of work the worker bees were
kept doing, as they had nothing whatever
to do with reproduction. The discussion
swayed back and forth and at fimes got
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into rather deep water. Mr. Hutchinson
thought it advisable to introduce new
blood from time to time if that blood was
superior, and that the honey producer
should test the purchased queen in his
own yards. Mr. David Coggshall re-
ported that the introduction of a few
purchased queens had made a whole
vard a very vicious lot with them.—
American  teeleeper.

A fixed strain of heés is very desirable
for the sake of continuing good  qualities
without change. But the ©* fixed strain”
idea may be worked too hard when it
comes to the matter of improvement.
With a strain so fixed that there is no
possibility of variation, there is no poss-
dhility of improvement. Continuation of
good traits comes from fixedness. Im-
provement of traits comes not from fixed-
ness, but from variation. The trouble
with a cross is that its characteristics are
not fixed, but that does not argue against
the possibility of greater improvement in
the cross, and then it is the provinee of
careful breeding to make that improve-
ment fixed. I am an advocate of pure
stock ; but if T had the purvest and best
Ttalians on earth, and a cross that would
beat them in storing by 50 per cent, I'd
drop the purity and try to fix that 590
per cent—[ Yes, but I believe you will
find that crosses would have a very strong
tendency to sport. back to the orviginal
stock, either one of which would be poor-
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er than the mixture.—Eprror Gleanings. <

W. McEvoy in reply to a question in
the “ Beekeepers’ Review,” about foul
brood eombs, says :—All clean, dry combs
that never had any brood in ave perfectly
safe to use, and cannot disease any colony
of bees; but if you should have any
combs on hand that have ever had foul

brood matter dried down in them, you™

cannot make such combs safe by disinfect-
ing them. .So, be very careful what class
of combs you do use; and don’t place
any dependence whatever in any drug
method for treating foul-broody combs;
because that disease has never been cured
or even checked by the aid of any drug..

v
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‘Where any beekeeper has a quantity of
nice white combs, that never had any brood
an them, he has something very valuable
it properly caredfor; and to destroy such
fine combs because they have been used
on foul broody colonies would be a very
serious mistake. Hvery one of these very
choice combs can be “saved if the hee-
keeper will extract the honey out of them,
and then give them back to the same
colonies they came from, and leave them
there until the bees lick them elean and dry.
After these nice white combs have been
cleaned out perfectly by the bees, they
can be used in any apiary.

If I should buy an apiary from some
tarmer who had attended to them as
farmers usually do, allowing each colony
to swarm two or three times each season,
T could not expect the same rvesults for
several years ; so you see, it is a
matter of education, to a certain extent, T
can give you also the opinions of a Wis-
consin beekeeper of far greater experience
than myself. T had a talk with him this
present summer on the same question.
He thinks as I do, that bees can be made
to lose their desire and tendency to
swarm, by proper management. He ve-
luted how at one time he purchased a
good-sized apiary from a farmer, and
worked them the same as he did his other
vards, but was suprised to find these bees
casting swarms right along, while there
was none in the other apiaries. In
apiaries of bees that he has owned and
operated for a number of years he has
so little swarming that it is not'necessary
to keep any one in on the watch.,—
Gleanings.

For rendering old combs T use a tank
15 inches deep and 19 inches square on
top. I have it these dimensions so it is
suitable for holding four square 5 gallon
cans of homey for liquefying. This T
place on a brick furnace with pipe suffici-
ent to give a good dratt, and fill fwo-
thirds il o et W Iu‘nhmhno I put
in old comb until the tank 1s full. *T then
have a screen made out of 1 inch lumber,
5 inches wide, and the size just to fit the
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inside of the can; the lumber is put to-
gether in the form of a box. On this I
fasten firmly sereen wire (window-screen)
with a brace through the middle. When
the wax is boiling vigorously I place in
this frame, with the screen up. The 5
inch frame prevents the slumgum from
coming up, and the wax will come through
the screen.  When the frame is prest down
I dip off this, and by agitating the frame
it churns the refuse, the wax is liberated
and comes on top. I then take out the
frame and sereen and stir vigorously, then
put in the screen and repeat the dipping
off. T then weigh down the screen with
heavy weights, and leave over night.
The heat of the brick and the coals under
the furnace will keep the tank at the
boiling point for a good many hours, aud
in the morning wax can be taken off in a
calke. This leaves the slumgum quite free
of wax.—“Progressive Beekeeper.”

W, L. Coggshall, In 4. B. Journal,—
The best smoker of all— everybody has
the best thing—is phosphate sachs, or
burlap ; that is the best thing we ever
had. Teave them out in the weather
and let them rot partially, and then get
them thoroughly dry; set a couple of
nails in your work hench, about four per
haps. It takes two to roll the burlap,
a boy and a man ; take a rod out of the
back end of the waggon box and roll
this burlap over and over until you have
a roll of burlap of the right size for your
smoker; have strings cut just about size
long enough to go around that burlap,
aud tie it every four inches ; pull out the
rod when the roll is large enongh. Then
take a common axe, cut up the rolls into
pieces as long as you want them for the
smoler, say four inches. Be careful not
to roll too tight, for if you deo you might
have to untie the string so the smoke
would go through. Put some salt-petre
in a pan, and add water enough to have
it about half an inch deep ; put in some
blueing to color the water nicely, dip the
end of the pieces in this salt-peter water,

~and then put out to dry. Light with a

match, and it will go like gunpowder. A
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bushel of this will last an apiary all sum-
mer. It is one of the nicest things I ever
used, I will not except anything. Rotten
wood and hard wood are too heavy and
hot. I have laid a smoker down in a
waggon and driven ten miles and had a
good smoke then. :

In dysentery, Thave succeeded in find-
ing several forms of fungi and water
bacteria, none of which were isolated or
determined ; neither were the experiments
made with cultures capable of repro-
ducing the disease in prosperous colo-
nies. I have guite a number of times
repeated these experiments without arriv-
ing at any satisfactory conclusions. I
have found as many as a dozen forms of
fungi, besides numbers of algids, water
bacteria, ete., growing in cultures made
from bees of a single colony ; this, at first,
was somewhat strange, but further
investigation showed that the pollen (bee-
bread) found in these combs furnish
many of the same forms which, on suit-
able media, grew luxurviantly. Cultures
made from the exereta and body contents
gave similar results. Here allow me fo
mention a point worthy of attention, since
it has been taught and is very genérally
believed, that old bees do mnot consume
pollen when in a normal state; that they
may be suceeefully wintered without it;
that they do not require it except for
brood-rearing ; etc. I have always found
more or less pollen in the stomach of all
bees, hoth old and young, whether
suffering from disease or in a healthy
condition. I have always found pollen
more abundant in the bees during con-
finement, especially in the spring months,
hut I have examined them during all the
months with the same rvesults. Climate
may have something to do with it, as bees
here are usually not confined over a week
at a time during winter months, Tn all
bees suffering from dysentery, that have
fallen nnder my observations, they have
had an abundance of pollen, heavily
charged with various forms of fungi in
their excreta. These outbreaks of dysent-
tery usually follow a period of activity
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closed with a few days of confinement, on
account of showers or cold weather suffie-
ient to prevent daily flying. Frequently
pollen has been gathered from flowers
upon which the rain has fallen ; this may
have had fungi from the branches of the
plant or tree conveyed to it hy the rains.
The warm, wef weather of spring starts
to life thousands of forms of mieroscopical
animal and vegetable organisms. Trees,
plants, ponds, pools, ete., become liter-
ally alive with groves and swarms,
Through the water many of these forms
find their way to the hives, bringing about
unsanitary conditions, which, o a greater
or less extent, influence the general health
of the colony, giving rise to spring
dwindling, and possibly dysentery, para-
lysis, ete. I have seen yards badly
affected with paralysis and dysentery
cured in a few days by feeding artificial
pollen and pure water in the hive, when
the weather was too bad for bees to
fly; or fed in the open air when the
weather was fair. Good water, plenty
of honey in the field, fresh pollen and
hygienic environments, will generally
put an end to paralysis, dysentery, and
pickled brood,—Dz. TlowArD,

It might be regarded as extravagant
to say that such a man could well afford
to pay $950 or $100 dollars for a queen
of the right sort. Let us see. It is not
hard to believe that in many apiarvies
the bees arve of such character that the
introduction of good stock would bring
up the average annual yield of each col-
ony to 10 or 20 pounds more than it now
is. Say there is a permanent inerease of
10 pounds that can be sold for 6 cents a
pound. That would be 60 cents for each
colony, or %60 for the hundred colonies.
Now what can a man afford to give for a
queen that will make a permanent
addition of $60 to his annual income ?
At 6 per centinterest it would take $1,000
to bring in $60 annually. So if a new
queen is as good to him as %1,000 at
interest, it ought to be a great bargain

to get it for 50 or $100.—Progressive

Beekeeper,
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CONYENTION,

e s iy

Report of the Conference of the Vic-i any lands held under a pastoral lease or

* torian Apiarists’ Association. held at’

Melbourne, on May 9th 1901,

»
BUSINESS MEETING.
*» The President, Mr. T. Bolton, as
Chairman, called for the Treasurer’s and
Secretary’s report, which read as follows :

TREASURER’S REPORT.
Amount of cash recerved from
Members’ subscriptions . .

»

£6 4s 6d

. £4 13s 0d

F s
Expenses. . :
. £1 11s 6d

, Balance

‘ ; £6 4s 6d

&
A3
/ SECRETARY’S REPORT.

The work accomplished during the past
twelve months has been of a most satis-
factory character, not so much in aggress-
ive work, as in the work of securing the
—_support of beekeepers to this Association.

I am sure you will be satisfied in

» knowing that since our last meeting when
11 beekeepers formed the nucleus of
» this Association, by walking out of that

Very unaatu‘fautmv meeting, termed a

»¢ Conference,” twelve months ago, we
have increased to 47 paid up memhms
7 and letters have been simply pouring in
during the last few days, expressive of
sympathy with our aims and objects.

By the formation of the *Victorian
" Apiarists’ Association, the hee hooming
Jof a few enthusiasts has been most
“effectually checked,

‘With reference to Beekeepers’ Licenses
on Crown Lands, we have been successful
in seeuring a recognition of our industry
by the Lands Department. The wording

»is as follows : ““The Minister may n*umt
to any applicant a license for the purpose
~of a bee farm, not exceeding one acre in
extent, upon any Crown Lands, or upon

<

a glamuw area, lease or annual grazing
license.” :
Having gained this first practical re-
cognition by the iands Department of
our industry, let us make it the thin edge
of the wedge, in a persevering demand
until we shall secure that British justice
which shall say “woodman spave that

rtree,” that justice which shall  preserve us
places where we may gather in the har-
‘vest that nature alone supplies, and bee-

keepers alone know how to appreciate.

An appeal has been made to the Min-
ister of Lands at the suggestion of Mr,
W. J. Phillips against his decision,
which, however, failed in its purpose.

‘We have also drawn attention to two

other actions by the Lands Department,
and have lodged an appeal on behalf of
the Industry, protesting, at Mr. Bolton’s
suggestion, against the throwing open of
cortain blue blocks at Glen Isla, and
asking that certain mining reserves be
kept ntact from Selection in Gippsland |
at the suggestion of Mr. Garrett.
“An apparently adulterated sample of
honey was secured by Mr. Bolton, and
handed over to the proper authorities to
deal with, The sample, however, upon
analysis, reached the ¢ standard of pure
honey.”

In concluding I may say that the pros-

pects of this Association depends not so

much on Presidents, Vice-Presidents,
Secretary, ete., as upon your efforts in
your own district during the ensuing
twelve months in endeavouring to promote
that sympathy and support amongst
beekeepers generally, which T am sure
the Victorian Apiarists’ Association fully
deserves,

Thus I place before you, Gentlemen,
the Anmnual Report of our first year of
existence,

W, L. Davry. g
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A Resolution that both reports as
read be received, was carried unani-
mously.

Correspondence expressive of sympathy
of the writers ith the Association, was
read from the following beekeepers:—
Messrs. 0. Ludlow, E. P. Penglase, J.
Yates, S. Hallam, W. 8. Humphrey, C.
., Jelbart, W. S. Millington, Wilson
Bros., New South Wales Bee Farmers’
Association, €. Willyan, E. Garrett, D.
M. Morgan, 8. Lewis, C. J. Duncan and J.
Bassett. Most of these were apologies
from members for non-attendance, but the
Conference appreciated the expressions of
sympathy and goodwill expressed by all.

The Secretary said that from present
indications he expected a large influx of
members, and he would like to see the
Association placed on a better footing; he
therefore asked the Conference then
assembled to adopt an additional series
of Rules, for the future working of the
Association. A rough draft of Rules was
placed before the meeting. After much
discussion and an amendment or two, the
additional Rules were adopted as fol-
lows :—

1. The Rules may be altered, added to
or rescinded, by the Annual Meeting upon
fourteen days notice of motion being
given in writing to the Secretary. (Moved
by Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr.
Smith.)

9. In the future establishment of ap-
iaries by the members of this Association,
it shall be a recognised rule that a
distance of at least three miles shall be
kept from any other member’s apiary,
unless otherwise mutually arranged.
(Moved by Mr. Cox, seconded by Mr.
Beuhne.)

3. In any dispute between members
of this Association, as to the locating of
apiaries, in accordance with Clause 2,
the matter shall be referred tothe Execu-
tive Council, for their decision; auy
member disregarding the decision of the
Council shall thereupon he disqualified
from membership. ~(Moved by M.
Jackel, seconded by Mr. Thompson.)
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4. Any member, being proved guilty
of engaging in adulterating the products
of the apiary, or who may be convicted
of any fraudulent dealings, as a bee-
keeper, shall be disqualified for member-
ship. (Moved by Mr. Smith, seconded
by Mr. Thompson.)

5. Any person wishing to become a
member, must be engaged in beekeeping
and be recommended by a member of
the Committee, before he or she is elig-
ible to become a member of this Assdcia-
tion. (Moved by Mr. Garrett, seconded
by Mr. Willyan.)

6. That the members fee shall be fixed
at 2/6 per annum. Moved by Mr.
Willyan, seconded by Mr. Bennett).

JHOH(
CONFERENCE.
GREY BOX HONLY. :

Tre Cmatraax said that it was a serious
and important matter to the industry if
there was anything in the grey box honey
to cause the loss of bees that had been
reported.

The Conference should use its best-

endeavours to find out if there was a
something in the honey, which endan-
gered the prospect of the apiarist; he
would call on Mr. R. Beuhne, to place
his experiences before the Conference.
He (the Chairman) had not been long
enough in his district to say anything on
the subject.
MR. R. BEUHNE

stated that there was no honey flow dur-
ing the season preceding the winter in
which his losses were so  heavy, the
hives being depleted of stores, when in
the Autumn the grey box bloomed, and
the hives rapidly filled up the brood
chamber with winter stores. The season
had been very dry, followed by a pro-
longed fall of rain and cold wintry
weather, before the timber bloomed, he
noticed that the bees seemed intoxicated
when returning with a load of honey,
otherwise the hees were in the usual state
for wintering safely. !

When, however, they started breeding
in the spring, they did not gain in num-
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bers, but seemed to get less and less in
* numbers, and would dwindle rapidly
after two or three fine days. Ile removed
“*the stores and substituted sugar syrup,
with the result that some of them re-
covered themselves.
To turther test the matter, a few frames
of grey hox honey was given to swarms
, arriving  from other localities, which
dwindled away exactly as the others had
done. IHe came to the conclusion that
the honey was the cause, and thought
» that the climatic condition prevailing that
season had caused some sort of fungus
+ growth in the blossom or tree which had
made the honey unsuitable for bee food.
» From information gained since, he
found that 20 years ago a similar experi-
b »ence had fallen to the lot of the bee-
keeper.
= ' MR, THOMPSON
said that his experience with grey box
was the same, the bees disappearing in the
same manner as the previous spealer’s had
done,
N MR. NOLAN
had experienced great flows of honey
from the grey box, but had never known
his bees to suffer from wintering on the
~ honey. e thought it was a good honey,
and that grey bq:: timber was very useful
+ to the beekeeper.
MR. MCFARLANE
b said he had never lost any bees through
grey box honey. He had experienced a
~ rlow every year, until this season, and he
was of the opinion that the timber was a
" good one for the honey producer.
MR. W. L. DAVEY
said he had experienced two seasons in
,the Wimmera with grey hbox, but had
noticed no peculiarvity with either the bees
or honey. He thought probably other
“bloom being available during the winter
. months would probably work off the
offect, if there should happen to be any
» peculiarity with the grey box honey.
THE CHATRMAN
» asked Mr. Beuhne if he would be afraid
to place his apiary into a grey box dis-
 rict, or did he think the timber was a
bad one for beekeepers.
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MR. BEUHEE
stated in reply, that the experience he
had with grey box inclined him to the
view that grey box was. a good timber
for the beekeeper, and he did not feel
afraid of its effect on the whole.

A general discussion then took place on
the value of timbers. Upon the vote
being taken, Yellow Box and Red Gum
were given pride of place, and Grey Box
was placed as third m value.

FOUL BROOD.
MR. FLETCHER

sald that he was a fruit grower as well
as a beekeeper, he had seen the working
of the Fruit Diseases Act, and had noticed
that the inspectors under that act had
paid special attention to the large fruit
growers, whose interests were such as to
ensure them keeping down the diseases
in their orchards; for their own sake, but
the inspectors did mnot hother about the
few fruit trees here and there in small
gardens, ete., which were overrun with
disease. As a beckeeper he thought in-
spectors would do more harm than good.
They would examine all the large apiaries
and neglect the box hives, which would pro-
bably have the disease. It was unsuitable
to have inspectors coming to examine the
apiary, on any day they choose; if they
came on cold damp days, instead of find-
ing foul brood, they wouldl cause chilled
orood, for which he would have to pay
the inspector a salary out of our own
pockets. He was therefore opposed to a
Foul Brood Act.

MI,
expressed the opinion that it would be
far better to have a sclentist appointed,
to inform us as to what the different
diseases were, and how to effect a cure,
not only in foul brood but in all discases.

THE CHAIRMAN

doubted if a man well enough up in
hacteriology, could be found in Australia
to undertake the duties. It had his sup-
port as a splendid suggestion, as there
might, in all probability, be some diseases
in Victoria or Australia, that were not
known in America, or elsewhere, and it
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would therefore be a wise step to en-
deavour to gain such a step by the
Government.
MR. BENNETT

was in accord with the idea. He noticed
in ““ Gleanings” that the Americans had a
disease which they named Black Brood,
and another which was known as Foul
Brood, he thought it would be a good
thing to have the necessary knowledge
of these diseases.

Tt was decided, after a general discus-
sion, to ask the Minigter of Agriculture
to take the matter up.

PARATYSIS.
Continued next 1ssue.

VICTORIAN NOTES.

R. BEULNE.

As much of your space will be taken
up with the report of our convention, 1
will confine myself to a few remarks on
Associations.

According to  Deutsche Bienenzucht”
April number, the Central Beekeepers
Association of Austria has 5536 members.
Tts members produced in 1898, honey,
97,019 kg., wax, 6,427 kg., or in English
weights, about 213,441 lbs. honey and
14,139 lbs. wax. That is about 90§ tons
honey, a quantity produced annuaily by
about a dozen of the best Vietorian
apiaries, :

As another intstance, *“ Rheinische
Bienenzetung” contains the annual report
of the Association of the Rhein Province.
The Association has 6,111 members,
owning 17,741 colonies in Frame hives,
and 5,711 in box hives. The income ot
the Asssociation amounted to £350 and
the expenditure to £429, the deficiency
being covered by the surplus of previous
years.

Any one interested in these figures can
for themselves figure out the small
average of colonies per member, and the
(to us) small yield of honey per colony
and per beekeeper. Yet these people
must find it to their advantage to join
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these Associations (there ave very few bee-
keepers who are not members). The
Associations are subsidised by the State
and are fully recognised by the Govern-
ments in all matters bearing on Apicul-
ture.

How is it that so comparatively few

beekeepers join Associations in Australia? -

Tt is true that the greater distances which
separate them act, to some extent, as a
hindrance, but is not our calling here
sufficiently more remunerative to counter-
balance tivo-fold this disadvantage.

There is 1o doubt the management
of Associations in years past is account-
able for a great deal of distrust and
indifference. Our splendid natural honey
resources arve being destroyed fast. Bee-
keepers, remember that numbers tell,
and we cannot carry out the very many
objects before us, nor will our voice carry
sufficient weight unless every beckeeper
actively support us. All you need do is
to send in your name and subscription if
you are not prepared to do more.

HOME MADE HIVES.
PATUL MOORFIELD,

I am sending you a deseription of how
I make hives out of kerosene cases; it
might be of some use to some of your
readers. I do not know if you can malke
it out the way I have made it, but I hope
so, and that it will be of some use to you.
I am glad that you have got the Associ-
ation going, and that it will be well
supported by the beekeepers, and that
you will still keep it to the front. Now
that we have federation we willshave the
border thrown open. and as I live on the
border, and Melbourne nearer than Syd-
ney for me, although in N.8S.W., T think
we ought to try and see if we cannot get
the two Associations (Victoria and
N.8.W.) federated alse, thus we can help
one another and hold meetings alternately
i Melbourne and Sydney. Wishing you
suceess in the good work you are doing
for the beekeepers of this colony.

In last month’s A.B.B. I saw a deserip-
tion of how to make hives from kerosene
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hoxes. As they would not do for prac-
tical beekeepers on account of the bottom
being fastened, I thought I would give
you an account of how I make good and
strong supers out of kerosene cases, that
are strong and will work with bought
hives. T have all 8-framed hives, as I
commenced with that size, and do not care
to have different sizes in the apiary. To
make them for the standard 8-frame, T
cut a piece of one of the cases for a
gauge, 2in. wide x 2lin. long; I then
nail a small piece at the end, 2in. x 14in.
for a guide to run along the end of the
hoards to be cut; then in the gauge that
is made T bore holes, the first one 12%in.
from end, for measuring the ends of the
hive, the second 20in, from end for the
sides. After you have made your gauge
break the cases up, being careful you do
not split the wood ; take all the nails out
and straighten them, as they will do
again ; then get the ends of the kerosene
cases (the thick ends) and lay them on a
bench or table. In the first hole in the
gauge place a lead pencil, then place it
on the end of case, keeping guide on
gauge close up, and run across. The
peneil point you will find has left a marlk.
Saw them off at this mark, and continue

until youshave the number you require, |

and if you have been careful you will find
you have them all the same length. After
doing the ends you will then want to do the
sides. Take the pencil out of the first
hole and put it in the second; mark off
as before, and cut. You then have the
sides cut 20in. long, and the ends 12Zin.
The next process is to put in the handle
holes into the ends. This is done by
measuring off 4in. from each side, and 2in,
and '3in. from the top, which leaves a
hole 1in, x 5in. The way to put it in is
to get a {in, or lin, chisel in it along the
marlk, and take a circular cut, not straight
cut, down, you will then make a nice cir-
cular hole for the handle. TIf you want
to make a nice job of it you then plane
the wood to take off the brands, &e.
Then get the ends, and cut in the rabbets
for the frames to rest on, §in. deep by {in.
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wide, If you have nof any tin rabbets
that you can buy very cheap of any one
advertising in the A.B.B., you can make
them by cutting pieces of a kerosene tin
into strips lin. x 12¢in., and turning
down the edge about gin., so as to have a
round top, and nailing tins down project-
ing about #in. above the rabbet. You
have now everything ready for nailing
together. Get the sides that have been
cut, and place them on the ends, driving
some of the nails that came out of the
cases, and between each put some 4in.
light cemented nails. Keep the hive
square, and you will find you have thusa
good box, but the sides being only lin,
are too light. Then take the boxes, and
get some gas tar, which is very cheap,
put it info some old tins; make a fire
outside so that if the tar catches five it
will do no harm ; get it hot, and with an
old brush paint the insides of the boxes,
ready for the next process. Get your
gauge and put in another hole 18Zin.
from end of guide, and with that mark
off some of the sides of the kerosene case
for to line the inside of the hive against
the tar. "When you come to the top you
will want to leave two ends of the linings
with two points $in. long and gin. deep,
so as to fit into the rabbets. Nail the in-
side lining the opposite way to the out-
side, that is, through the ends. Then
get a few of the lin. nails used for frames,
and nail hive and lining through the side,
clinching any that come through. Along
the edge rub with a bit of sandpaper,
give a coat or two of white paint, and you
will find you have a hive that will stand
any kind of knocking about, and look as
well as if you had gone to Hordern’s and
bought them, and you will have the satis-
faction of knowing that you made them
yourself. By tarring them inside before
putting in the lining it makes them water-
proof and damp-proof, and also keeps any
ingects from laying their eggs between.
It you make a good job of it you will not
see any joins, and the tar will only appear
as the black streak on the top. If you
want to make 10-frame hives do not cut
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the ends at all, as they ave just the
length without. For the bottoms get
some packing cases, and cut some pieces
2ft. long by 2in. wide; then cut some
pieces 13%in. long and nail to the pieces
across, ‘until you make a board 2ft. by
13%, then out of kerosene box sides cut
gome pieces 137in. by lin., and nail as to
bottom, across end. Cut somemore 19in.
by lin. and put on side. You then have
the pieces to rest the hive on, and form
entrance. If you can get a case that will
make the top in one piece it will be better
and nail down top and bottom to keep
from warping.. Some might say T can
buy hives cheaper than go to that trouble,
but when one has plenty of time it pays
to make them, as every little saved helps
a beekeeper nowadays. I shall be glad
if anyone can tell me of any improvement
that can be made in these hives.

J. A, Chiltern :—I have been trying
to keep the bees going for 3 years in
this place, but find that they can hardly
obtain their own living, so must give
them best until such time as I can remove
to fresh fields and pastures new.

J. F., Rawdon Island :—My hees have
done fairly well in honey, but no swarms,
Very poor price for honey, no sale locally,
and I suppose you know what the Syd-
ney market is.

J. P., Inverell :—Splendid flow from
white box and white stringy bark. My
bees have supported me for the past
eleven years without a foul brood act,
and I think they will support me without
one now.

C. 8., Westland, N.Z., writes May 3 :
‘We have our own trouble to market our
products here as well as the Australians. Tt
would seem that the production of honey
out strips the demand, and every addition
to number of bee specialists aggravates
the evil.

W. G., Campbelltown, May 14 —There
has been a great honey flow this season
in Campbelltown and surrounding dis-
tricts. The flow commenced in December,
and has continued up to the present,
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The honey flow started with the broad
and narrow leaf iron bark, mahogany,
black butt, and grey gum. The greatest
flow of all is the blood-wood, it has been
flowering two months. I have taken one
hundred and fifty 60lbs tins of honey
from fifty hives. Mz, Editor, you must
reiember our season generally finishes
here at the end of April, but this year it
will run through May, as the blood-wood
is still fowering.

P. G., Green Hills, May 16 :—Re the
Foul Brood Act T do not think there is
any Legislation necessary, at all events
for this division of the colony, as foul
brood is not known here. But the want
of something for the bees to do, and
scarcity of honey for several months of
the honey season 18 the greatest draw-
backs we have to contend with here.

H.M., Merimbula, April 22 :—T always
look forward with much pleasure to the
arrival of “ A. Bee Bulletin” and consider
1t to be the most newsy and best paper of
its class which I have read.

H. N. Yangan, Q., April 29 -—Hope
you have had a prosperous season, No
honey this year, but hoping that next
will be better.

s WE WANT

YOU TO SUBSCRIBE FOR

THE AUSTRALIAN
Beekeepers’ Review.

Jo(
It is a monthly journal, thoroughly up-to-date,
and is Edited by a practical apiarist.

Irs Morro Is
IMPROVE OUR HOME MARKET.
Jo(
The “ Review’’ will be sent to you for twelve

months on receipt of 5/-, no matter where you
live. Sample copy free for the asking.

Address—

G. COLBOURNE, Jun.,

CHEME CREEK.
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VICTORIA.
»
FPY0 Tur Breexerring FrarerNity,—Friends,
" I am will breeding and relling choice

Ttalian queens, In fuct T am devoting wost of
my time to this branch now. Having sold my
dairy herd I intend muking queen b!eedlnlf a
specialty. I import fresh breeding queens
every seasou und from different plu.uu.", su as
not to inbreed (a great fuctor, I tnink, in pre-
venting foul brood.) My bees huve avera-ed
me over a cwt. surplus honey each colony past

» 12 seasous (summer connt.)

¥

:

»

Prices us follows.  Satisfaction and sufe
arrival guaranteed.
One Three Five
Untested— 5/-; 13- 20/-
Tested— 8/~ ; 226 ; 35/-
Select Tested— 15/- ; 40/- ; 60/-

» Extra Select Tested, the very Lest, 25/- each.
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The Farmer & Grazier

The Best Illustrated
Farmers ’'Journal in Australia.

7- 6d PER ANNTU M.

J. TWOMEY & CO,
52 Market Street.
Melbourne.

INCUBATORS, BROODERS, BEEHIVES
Beekeepers' Supplies.

Best Material ; Excellent W(}lkmanahlp,
Lowest Prlces Perfect in operation.
Send for Cdml()o'ue (stete which is wanted).

“ The American Beekeener *
A Monthly, Established 11 years. 3s. post paid.
‘Send P.0. Morey Order

ADDRESS—

The W. T, Falconcr Manufacturing Cor

JAMESTOWN, N.Y., U.S.A.

* JAMES McFARLANE,
LYNDHURST, VICTORIA.

) B

~

A

ALLAN & CO.

COMMISSION AGENTS,

242 SUSSEX ST,
SYDNEY.

4 Special Attention Given to

Consignments of

HONEY AND WAX.

HONEY TINS SUPPLIED
SEND FOR PRICE LISTS.

THF ITALIAN BEE FARM,
By W, ABRAM, BEECROFT.

THE FIRST BEE FARM FARM IN AUSTRALIA.
Hstablished 20 years.

Siill the LEADING ESTABLISHMENT ficr
the SUPPLY

Pure Italian Queens, Swarms,
Stock Hives, Implements, &c.

In submitting a few Prices as follows—
Italian Queens, Untested, /- each.

Tested .. One 10/-; three 25/-; six 45/-
Select Tested.. ' ., 15/~ ,, 40/-: | 70/
Extra Choice.. ,, 26/-; ,, 60/-; ,, 100/-

All mterested in Bees are kindly invited to com-
municate with

W. ABRAM,

ITALIAN BEE FARM,

BEECEOFT, w~ear SYDNEY.
WINNER OF MOST PRIZES.
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Farmers’

The
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Co-Operative %
Company, Ltd.

Esrasrisaepr 1881 .... REe-orcanisep 1900.

—

ANNUAL TURNOVER = - £400,000.

Produce Salesmern .

. Itive Stock HRuctioneers.
Y

HONEY SALES
A SPECIALITY.
Heap OFFICE . . .
Sussex Street Sydney.

BRANCHES AT . . »
Wollongong, Orange, and . . .
. . . Fremantle, W. A.
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