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To Editor:—The news in this
letin is prepared especially
the press, and is released
or publication on the date be-
w. Please address exchange
ies to Editor, 711 Langdon
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hort Courses in
ocial Subjects
-~ Begin at Superior

fisconsin Conference of Social
Work Divides State Into
Ten Short Course
Districts

" Family problems, administration of
pelief, various phases of child welfare,
and use of the new leisure are among
subjects to be presented under the
pices of the University Extension
sion in a series of short courses
e conducted by the Wisconsin C_on-
ance of Sogial Work. This project
ing carried on in conjunction with
federal government’s emergency

gram. (i 2abe
he first of the series will be held
t Superior Jan. 2 and 3, and the sec-
at Chippewa Falls Jan. 4 and 5.
o carry on this work in evenly di-
d sections of the state and to in-
e logical and convenient locations
prospective students, the state
been divided into ten districts.
peakers at the meetings are as-
ed by the University Extension
sion and the Conference of Social
rk. They will represent not only
Extension division but the com-
ity where the short course is be-
held.
he districts are arranged by coun-
as follows: Superior district:
glas, Bayfield, Ashland, Iron, Bur-
ett, Washburn, Sawyer, and Price.
S Second district: Polk, Barron,
Rusk, Taylor, St. Croix, Dunn, Chip-
yewa, Pierce, Pepin, Eau Claire, Clark.
Third district: Vilas, Oneida, Lin-
, Langlade, Forest, Florence. The
ort course will be held at Antigo.
" Fourth district: Marathon, Wood,
Portage, Waupaca. The short course
will be held at Stevens Point,
" Fifth district: Marinette, Oconto,
Shawano, Outagamie, Brown, Kewau-
nee, Door. The short course will be
lulé at Green Bay.
" Sixth district: Manitowoe, Calu-
1 Winnebago, Fond du Lac, She-
yoygan, Ozaukee, and Washington.
Fhe short course in this district will
be held at Sheboygan.
~ Seventh district: Buffalo, Trem-
sealeau, Jackson, La Crosse, Monroe,
Vernon, and Richland. The short
sourse will be held at La Crosse.
Eighth distriet: Crawford, Grant,
%ﬂ, La Fayette, Monroe, and Green
Lake. The short course will be held
n Mineral Point.
" Tenth district: Dane, Rock, Jeffer-
jon, Walworth, Racine, Kenosha,
ukesha, and Milwaukee. The
ort course will be held at Waukesha.
" The conference short courses will
nove almost constantly from city to
fity and the entire program will be
:oncluded by Feb. 10,

ﬁationamf
 Journalism Teachers
~  Hears Two U. W. Men

"The University of Wisconsin’s
school of journalism and department
f agricultural journalism were rep-
#esented at the annual convention of
ie American Association of Teach-
s of Journalism, held in Chicago
ging the last few days of December,
five members of the faculty.

! Those who attended the meetings
of the convention were Dr. Willard
G. Bleyer, director of the Wisconsin
sehool of journalism, and Professors
Ralph O. Nafziger and Raymond B.
{ixon, and Bruce R. MecCoy, lecturer,

all members of the school of journal- .

i8m faculty. The department of ag-
ricultural journalism was represented
at the meeting by Prof. W. A. Sum-

 Dr. Bleyer, who is chairman of the
National Council on Education for
Journalism, read two papers, one on
#Freedom of the Press and the New
Deal”, and the other on “The Relation
of Cpur:ses in Journalism to Other
Studies in the Curriculum”,

* Mr. McCoy, who is business mana-
er of the Wisconsin Press Associa-
ion, organization of weekly newspa-
pers throughout the state, read a pa-
per on “Courses in the Business Man-
agement of Newspapers”. Prof.
Ralph D. Casey, now head of the Uni.
¥ersity of Minnesota journalism
ichool, and a graduate of the Wiscon-
sin school of journalism, spoke at the
tonvention on “Political Change and
e Position of the Press”.

I‘%aculty Makes Language
“Exams Optional at U. W.

‘The University of Wisconsin letters
id science faculty recently voted to
make foreign language attainment
€xaminations at the State University
p;}tlonal.
" Following the adoption of an
amendment offered by Prof. William
H. K:ekl}ofer, which in effect made no
nge in the original recommenda-
ion of the division of language and
| iterature, the faculty approved the
following resolution:
 That students who are candidates
for the bachelor of arts degree, gen-
course, may meet the require-
Mt in foreign language either by
SIng the proficiency or intermedi-
¢ €Xaminations, as now preseribed
F those graduating in 1934 and later,
by taking the required number of
‘El]ag‘e_credlts, as in the past;
“Likewise, that students who are
didates for the bachelor of phil-
080phy degree. general course, may
et the foreign language option
der by passing the intermediate ex-
ninations, as now prescribed for
0se eraduating in 1934 and later, or
taking the required number of lan-
age credits, as in the past.”
Before the adontion of the Fish
_rmttee report three years ago, the
elgn language requirement was 32
its in two op more languages.

S

U. W. Study of 13 Largest American Cities
Reveals Milwaukee in Favorable Light

The cost of government in Milwau-
kee has not been excessive in recent
yvears in comparison with other large
cities. The Wisconsin metropolis has
stood close to the average in almost
every test of relative cost. In addi-
tion, this ecity has met its expenses
without incurring the excessively
heavy bonded indebtedness which has
become so characteristic of present-
day municipal finance.

Such is the conclusion of a study of
public expenditures by the govern-
ments of 13 cities of the United States
which have a population of 500,000 or
more. This study, which is part of a
thorough examination into public ex-
penditures, tax burdens, and bonded
debts in Wisconsin and neighboring
states, has just been published in bul-
letin form by the University of Wis-
consin’s bureau of business and eco-
nomie research.

The survey was made by Dr. George
L. Leffler, sometime instructor in eco-
nomics at the State University, with
the aid and cooperation of Harold M.
Groves, professor of economies and
former member of the state legisla-
ture and state tax commission.

Per Capita Tax of $64.76

The 13 American cities, each of
which were studied for their compara-
tive tax burdens, governmental costs
and debts, had a population in 1930 of
21,000,000 people within their corpor-
ate limits, They included New York,
Chicago, Philadelphia, Detroit, Los
Angeles, Cleveland, St. Louis, Balti-
more, Boston, Pittsburgh, San Fran-
cisco, Milwaukee, and Buffalo. Com-
parisons were made between these
cities as to tax collections, revenue re-
ceipts, governmental cost payments of
general departments, all governmen-
tal cost payments, and bonded debts.

In 1930 the average tax collections
per capita in these 13 first class cities
was $64.76, the study reveals. For
the entire group the highest tax bur-
den was found in Boston, where the
per capita burden was $90.45. The
lowest burden was in Baltimore where
the average was $42.47. In this
group of cities Milwaukee ranked
sixth in relative tax burdens with
$62.78, which was below the average
of all first class cities,

The per capita tax collections of
each of the other cities in 1930 were
as follows: New York, $77.71; Los
Angeles, $73.056; Buffalo, $71.93; Pitts-
burgh, $70.92 Cleveland, $60.35; De-
troit, $57.07; San Francisco, $54.32;
Chicago, $52.41; Philadelphia, $49.42;
and St. Louis, $43.83.

Government Cost High

During the same year the average
of these cities was spending $98.93

per capita for operation, maintenance,
interest, and outlays, the study shows.
The greatest disbursement was in San
Francisco, where government costs
were $145.25. The lowest disburse-
ment was that of St. Louis, where the
cost of government was only $67.33
per capita. Milwaukee had an aver-
age per capita cost of government op-
eration of $90.13, which ranked it
ninth in relative per capita disburse-
ments, or nearly $9 below that of the
average first class American city.

The per capita government costs of
the other cities were Detroit, $127.46;
Los Angeles, $127.12; Boston, $109.33;
Pittsburgh, $107.40; Buffalo, $99.97;
New York, $97.93; Chicago, $92.33;
Cleveland, $87.15; Philadelphia,
$83.63; and Baltimore, $71.27.

Cities Have Big Debts

Turning to debts, the study reveals
that each® of these 13 first class cities
has without exception a heavy bonded
debt. The largest net bonded debt is
of course in the city of New York,
where the governmental indebtedness
exceeds $1,615,7565,000. The smallest
net debt is that of St. Louis, where
the total is only $64,429,000. Milwau-
kee is second lowest in the list with a
total net bonded debt of $67,795,000
in 1930.

Interest payments on the bonded
debts, which eat up a goodly share of
the annual tax income in most of
these first class cities each year, is
lowest in Milwaukee and St. Louis,
the survey reveals. In 1930 per cap-
ita interest payments ranged from
$15.40 in New York city to $3.30 in
St. Louis, the average per capita pay-
ment being $11.06.

Milwaukee was second lowest in the
entire list with a per capita debt in-
terest cost of only $5.25, or less than
half that of the average first class
city. The per capita payments for
interest on bonded debts in each of
the other cities were Philadelphia,
$12.30; Cleveland, $10.39; Detroit,
$0.78; Boston, $9.77; Pittsburgh,
$9.39; Los Angeles, $9.38; Baltimore,
$9.29; Buffalo, $9.21; Chicago, $7.64;
and San Francisco, $7.01.

Milwaukeeans Get Most

That the people of Milwaukee have
been getting more goods and services
for each dollar of taxes collected is
indicated by the fact that interest
payments are smaller per capita in
that city than in any large city in the
United States with the exception of
St. Louis, the study shows. .Cities
with “pay-as-you-go” policies, such as
St. Louis and Milwaukee, will find in-
creasing benefit in the years to come
from having followed the wisdom of
such a policy, Prof. Leffler predicts in
the report of his survey.

State Sewage Plant
Operators Go to
U. Classes Monday

Among the thousands of students
who will return to the campus of the
University of Wisconsin next Monday
to resume their studies following the
Christmas holidays will be many sew-
age plant operators from various Wis-
consin cities and villages who will be-
gin one week of intensive study at the
State University in an attempt to
learn how to gain greater efficiency
at less cost in the operation of their
plants.

The operators will attend the sec-
ond annual sewage plant short course,
which continues through six days,
from Jan. 8 to 13, inclusive. Both
morning and afternoon classes will be
held.

“It is the purpose of this course to
inform the operator of the basic prin-
ciples used in sewage treatment as
well as to describe the various meth-
ods that have been used in overcom-
iny any operating difficulties he may
have encountered,” Prof. F. M. Daw-
son, of the University hydraulic and

sanitary engineer department, who
has made plans for the course, an-
nounced.

Whether or not the plant accom-
plishes the desired results depends to
a large extent upon the operator in
charge, he said, explaining that if the
operator is willing to work and under-
stands the basic principles underlying
sewage treatment, satisfactory re-
sults can be obtained.

Three faculty members, five state
sanitary officials, and four sewage
plant operators and chemists will give
the 14 lectures and conduct the lab-
oratory demonstrations during the
course, which is sponsored jointly by
the University department of hydrau-
lic and sanitary engineering, the bu-
reau of sanitary engineering of the
state board of health, and the League
of Wisconsin Municipalities,

The talent and resources of all
churches and-student religious centers
surrounding the campus of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin are being com-
bined into one organization known as
the Church Federation, which has as
its aim the production of finer relig-
ious dramas for students at the State
University.

8 U. W. Students Study
School Library Methods

Eight students, all from Wisconsin
homes and all seniors, are registered
for the course in library methods for
high schools in the University of Wis-
consin, Library school.

The course, which is offered in co-
operation -with the University school
of education, is open to seniors and
graduate students who are qualifying
for positions as high school librarians
in connection with their teaching.

Students now enrolled in the course
are: Mary E. Benson, Mineral Point;
Dorothy V. Gates, Wittenberg; Elea-
no* L. Jones and Dorothy M. Wood-
ward, both of Madison; Mae C. Lueck,
Beaver Dam; Margaret C. Naset,
Sparta; Virginia L. Schlump, Avoca;
and Nancy H. Vaniman, Whitehall,

U. W. Man Probes
Sky Mystery with
Tiny Electric Cell

New Device, Invented at U. W.,
Upsets Theories About
Universe

A tiny potassium photo-electric cell,
developed during the past few years
at the University of Wisconsin, has
upset several more or less widespread
theories concerning distances in the
universe held by many astronomers
for some years past, it has been re-
vealed.

Prof. Joel Stebbins, director of the
Washburn observatory at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, and Dr. Albert E.
Whitford, Wisconsin associate, devel-
oped the photo-electric cell at the
State University. Last summer they
took it to California,"where they used
it on the 100-inch telescope at the
Mt. Wilson observatory. As a result
of these researches, Dr. Stebbins has
been credited with a notable step in
astronomy.

With the aid of the photo-electric
cell, Dr, Stebbins studied the absorp-
tion and space reddening in the milky
way, as shown by the globular clus-
ters of stars. Completing the first
phase of the studies on this subject a
year ago, Prof. Stebbins reported that
“some objects like globular clusters of
stars in the milky way have hitherto
been estimated to be as much as four
times as far away from earth as they
really are”.

With the photo-electric cell at-
tached to the large telescope, the
brightness and colors of various faint
objects were determined by Prof.
Stebbins, and the results revealed
that there must be an absorbing re-
gion in space,

The stars and clusters near the cen-
tral line of the milky way appeared
reddened, he reported, explaining that
this reddening is due presumably to
an extended cloud of small particles,
gas or dust, which obstruets and scat-
ters the light from stars in and be-
vond this region but does not blot
them out completely.

One of the most important results
of Dr. Stebbins’ research last summer
revealed that the Andromeda nebula,
nearest universe to that of which the
earth is a part, is evidently about the
same size as the earth’s own Milky
Way galaxy or universe. It has been
estimated that there are some 30,000,-
000 of these island universes.

Photographic measurements had
formerly indicated that this Andro-
meda island, which is located about
850,000 light years or some 5,100,000,-
000,000,000,000 miles away, appears to
be but one-sixth the size of the earth’s
universe.

Dr. Stebbins’ research thus reveals
that the photo-electric cell and tele-
scope is far more sensitive than
merely the camera and telescope for
exploring the distant mysteries of the
skies. He will return to the Cali-
fornia observatory next summer to
continue his research work on these
astronomical problems.

U. W. Faculty Members Take Leading Parts in National Meetings

Many University of Wisconsin fac-
ulty members played leading parts in
the annual meetings, held durmg'_the
last few days of December, of various
national scientific and pmfessmnal
educational societies of which they are
members.

Staff members of almost every de-
partment in the State University at-
tended one or more meetings of na-
tional organizations. Many of the
faculty members presented papers of
educational and scientific significance
at the meetings, while others presided
over sectional meetings or lead round-
table discussions.

Six of Wisconsin’s most widely
known historians took an active part
in the meeting of the American His-
torical association at Urbana, IIL

They included Dr. Louise P. Kel-
logg, of the state historical society,
who presjded at a joint session of the
Mississippi Valley Historical associa-
tion. Dean George C, Sellery was
chairman of the meeting’s session de-
voted to medieval history, while Prof.
Chester P. Higby was chairman at the
dinner conference on modern Europe.

At the ancient history session of
the conference Prof. A. A. Vasiliev
read a paper on “The Code of Justin-
ian”, while Prof. John D. Hicks dis-
cussed the development of civilization
in the middle west at the general ses-
sion, and Prof. Paul Knaplund read a
paner at the session devoted to Eng-
lish history. 3

Many members of the University's
department of speech attended the
joint meeting of the Association of
Teachers of Speech and the American
Society for the Study of Disorders of
Speech in New York. They included
Professors Andrew T. Weaver, Robert

‘comparative

West, Henry L. Ewbank, Gladys L.
Borchers, W. C. Troutman, Gertrude
E. Johnson, and Dr. George Kopp.

Prof. Ewbank was nominated by
the nominating committee of the na-
tional organization for the presidency
for next year. Prof. Borchers is now
vice-president of the association of
teachers and is chairman of its sec-
ondary school committee.

Harold R. Wolf, instructor in zool-
ogy, attended the national meeting of
the American Society of Zoologists in
Cambridge, Mass., where he read a
paper on the relationship of various
mammals as shown by blood tests.

Five members of the political
science department attended the an-
nual meeting of the American Politi-
eal Science association held in phila-
delphia. They are Prof. Frederic A.
Ogg, head of the department, and
Professors Walter R. Sharp, John T.
Salter, Grayson L. Kirk, and Llewel-
lyn Pfankuchen, instructor.

Prof. Sharp read a paper at the
government section of
the meeting, while Prof, Salter ad-
dressed the section on political par-
ties and electoral problems. Prof.
Ogg is managing editor of the Ameri-
can Political Science Review, pub-
lished by the association, and along
with Prof, John M. Gaus. also a staff
member of the department, is a mem-
ber of the committee on policy of the
association.

The State University was well rep-
resented at the meeting of the Ameri-
can Economies association at Phila-
delphia. Seven members of the eco-
nomics department attended the meet-
ing. They included Professors Wil-
liam H. Kiekhnf?r, Martin G. Glaeser,

Harry Jerome, E. E. Witte, Harold M.
Groves, John R. Commons, and Henry
R. Trumbower. Prof. Glaeser con-
ducted a round table session, while
Prof. Witte led a discussion at a joint
sectional meeting with the American
Political Science association.

The American Sociological associa-
tion also met in Philadelphia, with
three members of the University soeci-
ology and anthropology departments
attending. They are Professors Ed-
ward A. Ross, John L. Gillin, and
Samuel Stouffer.

Four members of the departments
of geography and geology presented
papers at the meeting of the Associa-
tion of American Geographers at
Evanston, Ill. They are Professors
Glenn T. Trewartha, Ray H. Whit-
ll)?gck,hRus.sell Whitaker, and Vernor C.

men,

Prof. Cecil Burleigh, of the school
of music, read a paper at the meeting
of the Music Teachers’ National asso-
ciation at Lincoln, Neb., while Prof.
Homer Adkins, of the chemistry de-
partment, attended the annual meet-
ing of the American Chemical Society
at Ithaca, N. Y.

Several members of the foreign lan-
guage division attended meetings of
the Modern Language association in
St. Louis, Mo. They included Miss
A. B. Ernst, professor of German in
the Extension division; Professors
A. R. Hohlfeld, B. Q. Morgan, W. F.
Twaddell, Friedrich Bruns and J. P.
von Grueninger of the German de-
partment; Prof. Joaquin Ortega of the
Spanish department; Prof, Einar Hau-
gen of the Scandanavian department;
Prof. Casimir D. Zdanowicz of the
French department; and Prof. H. H.
Clarke of the English department.

Barley Growers
to Hold Meetings
Early in January

Federal, State Workers
Will Explain Demand
of Quality Market

A series of district meetings at
which barley growers, grain buyers,
and shippers will give consideration
to the problems of marketing quality
barley will be held in important bar-
ley growing sections throughout Wis-
consin early in January.

Because of the undesirability of
certain kinds, grades and varieties of
barley for a quality market, the whole
problem of growing, warehousing, and
shipping will be considered at these
meetings.

Plant disease specialists and agron-
omists of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the state col-
lege of agriculture will explain the
good and bad qualities of barley varie-
ties for special market purposes as
well as methods of controlling the dis-
eases of barley which render it unfit
for a quality market trade.

Meetings as scheduled will be held
at New Richmond, January 15; Fond
du Lae, January 16; Beaver Dam,
January 17; Whitewater, January 18;
and Dodgeville, January 19.

Quality Alfalfa Seed
Grown in Wisconsin

Laboratory Tests Show
High quality alfalfa seed is now be-
ing produced in many Wisconsin coun-
ties it was revealed in tests of sam-
ples now being received at the State
Seed Laboratory, at the College of
Agriculture, Madison.

No longer must Wisconsin farmers
depend entirely upon out-of-state
sources for their alfalfa seed supplies.
The quality of the Wisconsin grown
alfalfa seed is very good and the color
of most samples compares favorably
with the seed shipped in from western
states, according to A. L. Stone, state
seed inspector.

Where clover and timothy seed
samples formerly made up the princi-
pal quantity of small seeds received
from Wisconsin farms at the state
seed laboratory, Wisconsin grown al-
falfa now constitutes a rather large
percentage. Most of these samples
represent lots of seed that will be sold

and seeded in the localities where
grown and for supplies to nearby
counties.

Counties from which Wisconsin
grown alfalfa seed have already been
received are Ashland, Bayfield, Brown,
Buffalo,” Dane, Dunn, Door, Douglas,
Grant, Kewaunee, Monroe, Outagamie,
Pierce, Polk, Trempealeau, and St.
Croix.

Two More Counties
Employ Farm Agents
Beginning January 1

Two additional Wisconsin counties
join the ranks of those now employing
county agricultural agents to assist
farmers and homemakers in the solu-
tion of their production and market-
ing problems.

These are Richland county which is
employing an agent for the first time,
and Waupaca county, which has been
without the services of an agent since
1923.

A. Vernon Miller, the newly ap-
pointed agent in Richland county, has
for the past fifteen years been in-
structor in agriculture at the Rich-
land Center high school. He for-
merly served as principal of schools
at Patch Grove and as instruetor in
agriculture at Osceola. He will have
his headquarters at Richland Center.

George Massey, who became the
Waupaca county agent with headquar-
ters at Waupaca, was formerly county
agricultural agent in Marquette
county.

Badger Radio Fight
Called Off; Work of
State Station Saved

Wisconsin radio rights were sue-
cessfully defended by Attorney Gen-
eral James E. Finnegan and his dep-
uty, Joseph Hirschberg, from attacks
by three commercial stations which
would put the state-owned stations off
the air,

To protect the state’s property the
attorney general’s department, with
the assistance of Horace Lohner, ra-
dio attorney from Washington, made
plans for a vigorous defense at the
hearings before the examiner. See-
ing the huge proportions to which the
case had grown, the little likelihood of
the applicants getting what they were
asking for, and the costly litigation
involved, Mr. Hirschberg negotiated
with the commercials for a settle-
ment. All, including the state, with-
drew their applications “without prej-
udice” simultaneously.

~The withdrawal of these applica-
tions again leaves WHA and WLBL
free from attack and in a position to
carry on their state service. Among
the features which listeners will not
be denied are: The Wisconsin School
of the Air (broadecasts for class-room
use), The Wisconsin College of the
Air (courses for out-of-school young
people). The Farm Program (by the
Wisconsin College of Agriculture),
the Homemakers Hour and numerous
oth?r non-commercial broadecasts.

The eyes of the nation have fol-
lowed the Wisconsin Radio situation
because the Badger state is recog-
nized as a leader in the use of radio
for governmental purposes. The ex-
tent to which citizens will support
their own stations is shown by the
resolutions, petitions, letters of pro-
test an.d similar expressions which
poured in to the commission from or-
ganizations and individuals.
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