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PIOVFWR LIFrZ IN KENOSHA COUNTY.

(A skatch by H.M.Sirmons, read at the Centennial
X at XKenosha, July 4, 1878)

‘Kenosha cannot ccunt a hundred years, but '*et
/ us ‘respact the ocecasion, and give our sketch at .
leaat a semi-Centennial iﬂtroduetion. P S aﬂ ,,,,,,,
Y. Pifty years ago what is now Wisconsin had onlvz e
__two white sattlements worthy of note. Graen Bay, SriEtdy.
“French to-that time, was baginning to ‘roceive. set—?;hﬁf*ff
s22istlers from:tha States, and ths first frame house in-
" Wisconsin had just been built thers for Judge Doty.
“ "Prairie du Chien was still a Prench village, though
“r:also ths seat of Port Crawford, and an Indian agen-
‘.ey., A few miners wers conming into the scuth-west
7 eornar of the states to prosvact for lead, which hdd
-“ Just besen discoverad at Hazsl Green, and elsewhare.
“The remainder of Wisconsin was held by Indians,wiin.
“hars and thsre a trader or trappsr. At Milwaukes - - -
. were a Pottowatomie village and Solomon Juneau's’ .
: trading post. At chicapo, Cols.Kinzis's and Beau— St
"~ bilen's were - the only families outsida of Fort Daar—,-”;j}
. i DOTI. - e
S our count; was a blank on ths map. School— 0
7 -craft had recently (August 27, 1820, he dates in. .-
his "Travels") encarmped and Bpent the night within
its 1limits, thirty-five miles south of "the Mil- "
- wacky river", and fifty miles north of Chicago, as
““#ne reckons, but ths only thing he notes is a esr— .. .
““tain olive-colored '"liquid minsral resembling as— ... ¥
. phaltum", which hs found along the shore. The re- 95
... gion was then included in the grsat County of Brown,
“=which stretched from Stats Line to Mackinaw, had 1ts
seat-atiGrean-34y,and with all Wisconsin belonged .
to Michigan Territovy. Such Was the situationffif~
ty ysars ago. . 2
<7 There-was 1ittla chanpe for tha naxt sit vearsr
But. in 1832 ths Black Hawk war revealed to. the ooun .
try-ths richss of the territory..In 1833 the Indians.
codad -their - -title to south-sastarn w1sconsin,;and

=

pioneers&began at once to 1ook this way. {8

"

e : In'1854vexplo ars weve travevsinv this region.ﬁ;:
% They already talked about Plke river, translating-
“%.the Indian name "Kenosha". Thay followed therIndianl;

~“-tmalls. ~Ths-most noted of thess tralls led from:
. " Chicago to Milwaukes, keening the lake shore- to-
. Grose Point (near the pressnt Evanston), then turn-',a,:“
.- ing inland and crossing our county near the 1line of " -
_» the present. Milwaukee & St.Paul rallroad. This was - -:




callad ths "Jambesau trall®, from a French trqder, :

) his cabin on it at Skunk .
gggggengg?bg%uﬁag?go?adlt wasatroddsn, I an told,

to an arerazs dspth of nearly a foot, and made a

walooms path for many an sarly pioneer. Another

srall branchsd from this a 1little south of State ..

Lins, and crossing tgg D%s Plainess river tooX the - - o

1 t1 towvard Burliingtion. B e e

d.r00130§0vem%§r, 1834,gCapt. Gilbert Knapp, with ... - - .

+yo attendants, coning from Chicago along the Jam— . s

; beau trail, passed down to tha mouth of Root rivaq,  St

=T oed thars bullt a cabin nsar whers Minar & MeClurgs - -

.~ - plening mill nowv siands in Racins. There his two oo PR
nen spent the wintsr. This seems to have besn the - o
first American sattlemant batween Milwaukse and oSl
Grosa Point, and tha only onse in that year. Ksnosha "7
gounty at least olaims no settlers in 1834.

TS At

1835 — Pirst Settlers — Somers. . ek
But early in 1835 thay bsgan to appsar. Mr.
¥ugh Longw>1ll, now living in the town of Somers,
tslls ms that in March, 1835, he and six other men:
camas in wagons from Michigan and followed the trail
to Jambsau's. Thara Solomon Junsau was visiting at
tha tims; and, to paint ths manners mors clearly,
1ot 1t s confessed that Junsau, with frontier cour. - -
tasy, first loudly remanded tha travelers to the in. - .
farnal rogions, and then straightway invited them 5

G to ths hospltality of the cavbin and the demijohn.

: Tranes thay wont to Root river, where they found
Capt. Xnapp. At his racormmandation they then
arosasad ovs>r to ths hesad of Plke river to locate,
and thars found Jacoh Nontconmsry and his sons al-
raady oooupying a log cabin. This eabin, almost
axactly whars M. Pred Ozanne's houss now stands,
seans 10 have besan the first in our county, and -

. duilt at least sa2rly in March, 1835. Mr. Montgom-—

. o7y renained thasrs eight years or mors, somewhat = .

- Tanmous emong plonssrs as a hunter, and then moved = = 7.~

© ¥98t to disappsar from our history. So, thse honor .= -~

. of tha f£irst ssttlemsnt in Kenosha county belongs

;. to Jacod Montgamsry:-and ths town of Somars. & ...

» 7 Mr.oLongwsll located whers he still lives, =2 ° .

‘ and, having dbuilt his cabin, went for his family.

. Bafors s returnsd with them, Bsnjamin Felch and- - -

end his son, Alison, had also coms and located - = -
whars the family still residss. Alison Felch and

Hugh Longwall remaln to-day the oldest residents of -

the ocounty. - ks ; { o e,

The othsrs who cams with Mr. Longwell sesttled

nsar — Garrst Shuart, Barnst Shuart, Mr. Griffin .

and Mr. Hagus - but they only ramainad a few years.

Indesd, rmany of thoss sarly ssttlers wars genuins

blonssrs, fesling crowdsd whan they could see ths T o

BM0&s Iren anothsr ocabln, . and ever pushing Westward .- -~

only to stop from necessity in California. e e
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Pleasant Prairie.

~has naxt ssttlers we find in Plaasant Prairie.
I tecaivad only last night a lattar from Abner Bar—
low%, a pionasr proacher, nNow living at Stoughton,
7is. Hs writss that on Juns 1 or 2, 1835, he and -
th=ss othsrs loft Chicago for a trip northward.Th3y:
oama along tha lake shors to Waukegan, which con— .
aintad then of rons shanty and a coffes mill nailed

'~ ¢9 a sturp". They -then struck inland and followedfg%n:,

.. ment hed begun. Early in 1835 thers had bsen or—:

the trail notth, finding the Montgomery's and - Hu 7w - . 0¢
valch's as we haves sssn tham. Thence they passed = - il
down to the mouth of Pike river, and, crossing over
to the islend, mads a fire and ate dinner therse.:
‘mhis was June 3 or 4, and no settlers had y=t made
a narX nars. Thenge striking south-west, they
found Horace Woodbridgs and his family already oc—
oupying a oabin a 1ittls berond Fitch A. Higgins!'
nranant residence. This substantlates what I had
‘alraady heard, that Horace Woodhridge was the first :
settlear in Plsasant Prairis. On the return to Chi- . :
crgo, Yr. Barlow mst Yr, Boughton and Henry Miller, -~ - '~
than on the way to settle on Miller Creek, early in = -
Juns,. 1835. ATV e
Plsasant Prairie recelved another accession of -
sstilears July 7th, when Alvin G. Frsnch, Wm. Barlow,
Danisl and Orrin Stevens came along the trall from
Chisnzo and loocated not far from the present. Mil— .
. Wuukes roed. Sams of thenm, after building, re-
tummed to Illinois for the winter. But Mr. Frsnch . _
ramninad, and kesping bachslor hall with Mr. Barlaw, .
spant ths swmer and fall cutting hay, and going -
adout with fivs yoke of oxen and breaXing-nlow to
turn 11ttle patches for the sattlers to work their ,
~ olains. Somewhat later in the season came John Wil. = .
~ llems, R.3.3arnes, Thomas Howiand and son, Newton _ . .~
.. Bagon and Alonzo Burroughs. G e

SUE L TamNe Oty i A e
5ut in the meantime a mors irmmortant settle

ganlzed in Hannibal, N.Y., the Western Emigration-. =~
Company, a Joint stook association for making a set.
tlement in the West. Four hundrsd shares, of $10 =~
2ach, had bsen issued and sold, and a cormittes sen}
vest to exnlors and locate. Ths committas,' after
visiting Milwaukes had gons to Root river, and ne— = -
gotlated with Capt. Knapp for part of the ground on
whioh Racine now stands, fThe cormittes, excent i
C.¥.Turne», then returnsd to report, and Jonn Bul— .
1?3»Jr-, was sont wost as sole agent for the compa -
2;; Sg;; ;238§2t9ndgdupuroha$e at Root river failed .
o - an 1‘ 3 — ) e
el exploée—furthaf??; en and “?f Tuﬁnsfrgyo

s
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: o ke river Sunday, .
s tﬂvthgu??gﬁh(SBw?iggiﬁé in Elba,
e el b 1'5p 1335. --;' % t?} ;’ aTlf‘ﬂ_]’_TDed near the lake
. :-:1_) ""_:1?.-05 ne vha'd 5, e . t
o i the smcond ward, and the nsx
ahorein what is now L 2 : :
(i vk off thoir claims on the trees,;
oot ?:Ooeedog t? ga;d Eha first comers. Abnsr
b4 il e e eﬁa& basn ners to dine earlier in
31?13"*85 w: gagierce 1thrms_me that his fathar
ol AR R rin t d_Washington Plerce, had "75-
and Srothar, Jonathan and % : e
_ paased through early in June, and wa y tﬁe al;s~* :
~1n trhe-mouth of Pixs river. But even in AT
- 2134ty of amatter law, dining and foot—nasT_noar N
not astablish a claim.thSo,oﬁiéngu133?eagg urner . - $r
rly nade/gns for 1ine cOMI y 18 19
propaklgaw yaé%é?iater, we find Hudson Bacog and 2
Jannthan Pisarcs-havse arrived. Sunday, Juns 21, cam
tha first wagon, and in it Mr. and Mrs. Gardnai- Tt
¥ilzon and Cephas ¥=sd. Urs. Wilson ?a? the f*rs‘;.
wromen within ths city limits, is stil) living En Lest
finnnidal, N.Y., and writes ms that they wers nine—
tmaan days driving to chicago. No shanty was hers
on har arrival, and shs ussd the wagon for a sleep— -
ing apartnant tyo wesks, while ths othars slegt _
tndsr 1% and on ths lake bsach. With an old—-fash-—
innad tin oven, and a ketile hung on a pole, she
st 1D har kitchsn in the omen road, and, rovally .
52w inz a dozen hungry msn, rsmainad for five wesks
ke only woman hers. Immedlately after came Nelson °
Ga2117Y, who now livas in Raeins county, who writes
=% tmat ha drovae the sscond wagon into the place. ;
Crrin Jorx and ths Caldwsll family ssem to have
oty adoust the same tins,

First Houses. i sttt
I cammot reconcile the conflicting statements i
. -8b52%ut the first houss. But 1t seems that early in .
+July four wers built, all north of Pike creek. Near -
. %Za prosont bsnd in north Main strast, was sot up.a -
. . ™™= pols and bark shanty, occupied.by Fudson Bacon - .l-iw
- foxr n Tow wasks t11l he;buil§3a7betterfhouée-near:,‘?21:
a2 D¥. - Right on tha lake shore opnosite the north end
= Of thas island, on that squars which has with becom—
ing 7eneration besn left vacant ever since (until
occupled by the late transient saw-mill there), M»n..
¥ilson built his house. Further north on the shore,
in front of Col. Howe's presant place, Mr. Bullen
112 another. While further up on the river bluff,
Lorihwest of My, Brands.s present residence, C. V. ;
TuTna> put up his. A 1ittle later in July, the firs} .
ouss south of ths orssk wes built by Mr. Bullen 2
for the cimmany, nsar tha rsar of Mr. Simmonst insu. .

1?3;3 fagtory. Such wers the beginnings of our
Q.—-- . V . : E ; v




The other paritiss ws have named located in the
adjacent country. Jonathan Pleres, in Somers,whsre
ha built a 1ittle north of Capt.Manning's present
housa; Washington Pisrece Jjust beyond; Cephas Weed
on saction 25, building his house g little to the
south 0f tha Psnnoyer grsen-house; ths Caldwslls
further northeast. Nslson Gatliff, after remaining
here for a time, made his claim un in Piks woods; -

and Orrin Jsrome located on the cresk namad after . =

him, and_built_qe_ the p“ospnt slaugh ter housa.-'-'

Rt s N 'i_:‘ Barly Wara. et R
In July, 1855, other comars bagan to dispute
the claims. of the ¥asterm Emigration Company.About
the middle of ths month, Sam.Resigue and John Noble
cams from Chiczgo, and, finding the island vacant,
built a shanty thsre. This was considered by the
company -as a hostile invasion; and Col.Frank, in
his history, t=2lls thas story, that on July 25th, in
Rosigus's absence, Mr. Nopls saw six men ammed with |
axes crossing to ths island as 1f to annihilate him, |
But instead, they cguletly proceeded to fencs him in
with about an acre of ground. Ths fence afterward .
mystariously disappsarad rail by rall, and the =z
squatters ware again lords of the island. Soon'“‘
after Resigus built a log houss there, and opened
it as a tavern, near the pressnt light-house. This
was the first tavern in the county, and had a large
reputation in those timass. But ths claim 30 tha-
island was still in dispute, which was not settled
till the followingz year. :
In July, 1835, also rose the Woodbridge quar—
ral. Soon after Mr. Bullsn had commenced tha house
on ths south side to hold the claim for the company
mothy Woodbridge put up a kKind of shanty Just
west of 1t, near where Simmong! lumber office now -
is, to "jump® the claim, as the setiler phrased 1t.
The Woodbridges, who were a large family (some of
them »ather noted *jurmpers®), -claimed," 1ndeed4most
of ths land lving south and:west of the creek for

some distance. But during the season an agreement Cins

was made with then; they retired from the- field{ :
and we soon find Tiwoahy neacefully 1ocated in
Pleasant Prairie. i

Hora Settlera. S -
Thus far the seiilsers had -all come on foot or-
by wagon. But August 15th, a schooner coastsd cau-
tiously along in search of Pike river, and sent -
some passengers ashore, most noticeable among whom -
were Jason Lathrop, and his two children. A poem of




his, written after the arrival, "Wwith a very dim
1ight and the quill of an owl, "describss the four
yesks! voyaga from Oswago, and tells how the oak
openings on ths shore of Pike river spread so fair
béfora ths eyas of the voyagers, that a saillor
orisd out: "An orchard zhssd”. Mr. Lothrov was g
3antist minister, but adsnted himsslf to pionssr -
wants by opening a boarding house in that 1ittle
shanty south of the orsek, whare ws soon find him
writing a letter "with fiftean slespinz around him?
m~hs 83M3 vessal brought Dr.B.B.Cz2rvy, ths first.phy-
gleian in tha eounty, who, howaver, later in the

6 s

gseason moved. to Root river, In the same vessel, . :: -

August 15th, ocama Austin Kellogg and family, who © -
located a mile north on th=s bhank of the river, and
puilt tha log housa which still staﬁds as a ralio e

of 1835. i

: There were other notable arrivals the same -
wsoK. August 17th, Alvin Frsnsh, mowving marsh hay
on his claim, stonned to graest a voung stranger,
who cams walking from Chiocago. It was Nathan R.

Allen on his way to Pike river, where he has stead— -

fastly rsmained, and is now the oldest resident of
the towm. August 20th, cama Thomas D. Persons,who,
fortunately for this historlan, straightway bagan
to Kesp an ascount book, 1little thinking it would
b2 used forty yesars aftsr to verify dates. Mr.Per-
sns and Jonathan Pisrce wers the welcome carpen—
ters of those dsys; and ons is surprissd to sees the
rapidity with whizh houses wara turned off, and the
loy p*icas got for than. w34

: ' . Pirst Store. : :

- Hitherto ths houses had basn built of 1ogs.
Soms say a cargo of lumbar arrived in July, though
I find this disputed. 3But a cargo certainly came
about the last of August, and N.R.Allen informs ms
it was pitched loosely into thes lake in a north— i
. easter, and he had msn stationed up and down tha
beash who -caught 1t as it floated ashora, "and -
saved evary board”. Now frams housss appeared.

J.Lothrop writes that the first ons was his, built” f;f.
not far from ths prasent engins housa."This 38

both confirmed and disputed. But at any rate,. bY' "
tha sure evidence of Mr.Persona! account book, s -

thare was relsed September 7th, near the north-sast = -

corner of the insulator fastory, a frams stors,the
first in the ceounty. Hars John Bullen and N.R.
Allsn snon cormasnesad the cormercs of Kenosha. . This
building, too, after various fortune, still stends -
not far from Mr.Harrison's planinw shon. :

- Indians. 7 ; 2
Sentemb#r was marked by a visit of Indianq.
Thras hundrad or mora, passine in canosa. wars



weather—bound on the island for thrse wesks. It S
causad the settlars some anxisty, and indsed, - their
danmands for provisions and whisky were somstimss
nore violent than pleasant. 3But the worst thing I
find racordad of them 1s marching ons night in sol-
emn procassion to that shanty Jjust vacated by H.Ba-
con, and taking thence his fractional barrsl of.: ..
fiour; but Mr.Bacon pluckily racoverad his flour; -
and a small. contribution of provisions brought -
poace again. . 5 e R R LS
For two or three years Indians.were a familiar .
gight to the settlers. Thsy had no permanent vil-
lage in the county then, though ths mounds in-the . =l
town of Randall and elsawhesre about the lakss, show *:
that that was once a favorits rasort; and the many
arrow-hsads formsrly found on ths island ares sudP=nas
posed to indlecats a manufacture of such implements .
thera. But after the ssttlers came thelr visits
were transient. - Un to 1837 the Indians made annual
visits to Chicago for thsir allowanes. Mr.A.G. - o
Franch tells me that somstimss three or four hun-—-: - : -~
dred together passad along ths trail, the ponies uqu'
laden with squaws and papooses, encamping at night
in soms grove, and happy 1f thers were a fleld near - -
by where thay might feast off the growing potatoss = .
and green punpkins. Often a fleset of canoes passéd - -
along the laXs. Once in a hard storm, I am told, a . .
canos was seen heading for ths shore. Ths tender- . :
hesartsd eitizens of Piks River watchsd ths poor - - ‘= . ..
Indlan anxiously as he sought a safe retreat on the :
land. But their pity was wasted. For the poor In- =z -~
dian bounded up to Resigus's tavern, and, issuing - = "
again with 1ight step and a keg of whisky, shot
back over ths billows to Join his comrades. Ths : i
Indians, too, had favorits spots in the county. ... = =
whare they buried their dead, though somstimes thay
. had a less pleasant way of depositing a departed . -
- friend in a trss. For ssveral years .they occasion— =
ally visitad the county, fishing, hunting deer, and
following the streams for muskrats. . But I cannot
learn that they wers evsr a: terror to the settlers. =

Autumn of 1835. . - s sl
During ths fall several new settlers cams.. :
So?a time in September Chauncey Davis arrived. . Oc—"
tober 5th came David Crossit and family. Mr.Cross -
slt soon opsnad ths first blacksmith shop (not: far
from Z.G.Simmons! pressnt tannery), whers ha and .

Arios Grattan had plesnty to do shoeing oxen at thres
dollars ths yoks. Mrs.Crossit was enthroned the = - =
Irsst of the fall as hostess in Mr.Lathrop's board—
ing house,_whare anong the boarders we ses Nathan r
R.Allan, Chauncey Davis and Jesse Sherwood. In No— =
vember cams L.W. and P.¥.Dodge, walking all ths way- - .




BEEESUDNE SR spasdi '_ 8 -
onlittle soon appearsd, and
frg§3£3;§0%;:0aggvig ghe %urnar housalap by ihe
E?;ar'— Dr.cary having moved on to Root River,whsre
Ts was nearly killedons night by a rifle-ball from
g +ypsr who had taken posssssion of his cabin in
hig apsance. Nelson Allen also came in the fall
and will vteam 1t" to Chicago through ths winter.
Jnomn Bullen went east for the winter, but Walter
~owales, of stately and dignified bearing, occupled
tne houss which Mr.Bullen had built at the mouth of -
pixs rivsr. ST e T
Religious Mestings. e SRR
Here at Mr.Towsles's we find peligious meet: - .-
ings ragularly hsld this fall of 1835. Such nset- . . -
ings had begun quite early. Ths first is sald to
hava net in that first house south of Pike creek,
and of the twenty-eight psarsons present twenty-ons ¥
had tekan part,— so0 promising was Pike river plety. . o7
s gat a glirmmse of another October 3d, where the :
audienca were not so talkative, but invited Mr.Lo-
throp to "imoprove the time®, Soms ssattlers cams .~
slx milss to attend thess mestings, which indsed Mr.- - -
Lothrop thinks wsra the only ones within thnirty .
nilss around,— Root River nst being given to re-
ligion=just then. . Deacon Weed and others wanted
tha Baptists to organize a 1itile; but objection
was made that 1t would produss sectarian feeling,
and so the mastings remained onsn 4o all. But in
Decembar we find the Mathodists partially organized -
end listening to Abner Barlow, who cams over from -
Pleasant Prairie to presach once a month. Soon
after a Prasbyterian missionary,— apnarently Rev.
Cyrus Nichols,— is found preaching occasionzlly.
Ths Bantists, though still without organization,
outnumbered the others, and soma wsre urging Elder
¥oodin, of Hannibal, to coms and "heave the Bantist
3 banner", as ons of them sxpressed it.  The audience
T=--w%as increasing, though Bldsr Lothrop confesses "the
- Place is not remarkable for religious attentionnr. = . -
Yost of the setilers had come to hold claims rather - i
than build churches; and evsn the religious:talk .. 5 a5
Savorsd of this, so that an exhorter urged the ne- - -

G i oo i o i i i a2 ey e o i 5 s T el L R
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cossity of making a "good claim in heaven®. -

Winter of '35-'35, © e e R

The first winter Dassed quletly. Some of the
country settlers had left thelr elaims to return in
the spring. Some staid and wintersd their cattle
from‘thc hay thsy had ecut,- unless indesd, tha :
stacks wsrs burnt in the firs which had swvept ovar
the prairies in Septembar. Theas ware busy split—
ting rails to fence their claims. Alvin French
Praparsd 8.500 with his single axe batwssn November
aﬁd Mareh; and in ths spring L.0.Holt and Sam.How-
ard lald 19,000 into four miles of worm fence. Hers -

g'. at Pikp ?1ver, some wers building; others at work

g W I



in various ways. mha idle gatherad at Bullen &
Allen's store; and tho less tempsrate congregated
now and then at Reslgus's tavern. About ths holi-
davs Mr.Lothro» and the Crossits left that old
poarding house by ths lake, whers Amoa Grattan suc—
cendad them. Mr.Crossit moved into the nsw house,
whioh he had built nsar his blacksmith shop, and,
tnere too, they kent boardsrs, as mosi. housaholdars
did then. . Not very spacious rooms did ths boarding-
houaas furnish. And ons of tha boarders in this,
ts1ls me that ths slesping chambsr» was so low that
thay had to put thsir heads out of a hole in the-
roof to get room to draw on their pantaloons, whils -
at night the sle=pless wight would sometime= snter—
tain himself looking out this hnle and hearing the
wolves howl along Main stra=at..

The wsather was favorable, and save a week of
gavaers cold in Novembsr, the winter was opsn and
pleasant "1ike a New York Octobart, one writes.
Still ths sattlsrs were not without anxiety, and
we do not learn of any holiday festivities. Pro-

vigsions ware getling scarce and dear,— flour $16.00 .

a barrall.. Thers was gama,— deer and chicken,- but
thage woare not highly esteemad. Pork was what the
pion=er stomach esveclally craved, and pork 1is quo-
tod with surprise at seven cents a pound, and hard-
1y to bs had at that. Nay, before the holldays, I
find 1t written that Orrin Jorome down on ths crogk
has killed his "lesn hogs', and is selling them at
ten cents the pound. Before ths winter was past,
provisions did, indeed, bscome short in the settle-—
ment; and the spring of '36 is still spoken of as
the "hard times® when travsllers had to bs turned
awvay wilthout a bveakfast, and many of tha settlars
went hunvry % :

But our Pika rive* set*lars wera nono tha 1888'¥ 2
active. "Jason Lothrop's engrgies took even a scho—
lastie and literary turn. About ths holidays-he = ... =
movad up into his house, near the present engins -
houss, where wa soon £ind him teaching tho first -
school in tha county, with twentv-seven scholars, = .
Who these wara and what they did we may not say;— =
but they probavly studied those two dozen English - -

Readears and Smith's Arithmetie and six Kirkham's .
Grammars, which I find Mr.Lothrop ordering from ths
east the fall bafore. ' But school-teaching was only
a vart of Mr.Lothron's work. His diary gives us a
glimpss of him splitting rails and making gurniture
for his houss, writing letters and articles for
eastern papars, rsading much, even writing poetry
and painting pieturss,— nay, in ths lonsly nights

out thers on the prairie, this pionser patiently .




£o11owed nis Gresk studies, and worked on the "Con-

oo*dﬂnce" which he was nrenaring for the press.

Printing. :

Mr.Lothrop also did some other noteworthy work
this winter. Hitherto claim-holding had bsen an
uncertain husiness. The 1r)i')r1'sae"~ made a small rail
pen and carved his name on ii; or he had a few fur-
rows plowad, and built a 8han+v Perhaps he staid
to hold it, psrhans 1laft it to hold itsslf. Often
hs would coms back to find an intruder in the field
and even in tns eabin. Somstimes.without absencs -
hs would awakse soms morning to find another shanty
on his elaim, and the jumpsr in ssrene possession.
In such casses there was often a rssort to force,ang
thers  ware nany: a-ruds-=encounisr,and many a shanty
pulled down in this Bquattev warfare.

Hence the nsed of organization among the-sat—
tlers to dofsnd each other. Thers may have bsesen
such organization earlier,— but on February 13,1836,
a meeting hers organizsd thsa"Pike River Claimants!'
Union®. 1Its constitution dsclared that to hold a.
clainm a man must bulld a house large enough for a
family, or vlow a half-acrs, oOr encloss a pilece
with at least one hundred rails. A settler doing
this and sntering his claim on a map would bs al-

lowad to hold a quarter section and as much nore as -

ths ®"Union® allowed, and bs maintained in his rights
by the organization. Twelve censors werses appointed
- to declde disvutes. The meeting sent delegates to
a larger one at Root river, which organized thes
"Hilwaukes @Glaimants' Union®. Hsnceforth the sed-
tlers had law and an organization to enforce it.
Both meatings passad a curious resolution that
tha proessdings be nrinted. B3But where should it be
don= in the wildermsss? Jason Lothrop was equal to
ths ocoasion. He had brought with himhanhfew type
and printing materials, costing altogether not a—
bove ten dollars; and with a box to hold the form,
pPlaced on a stump up their on his elaim, he pub=" o
lishsd ths procesdings. Mr.L.C.Drapsr, sscretary
of the Historical Society, thinks this »rinting ths
. seeond in Wisconsin.  Copies of thas old sheet ars
hard to find now, though one is preserved in ths
library of the Historical Sociaty, at Madison. Mr.
Lothron did considsrable work with his rude press.
He even casts soms typs and printed some books, and
then bound them himsslf and rsad them, he says.

Oncs hs printed 250 coples of a volume of 130 pages.

: Spring.of 1836. \
Early in ths spring the previous sattle*s re—
turnsd to their elaims, and others cams to maks nsaw
onss. Amuong tham We find Daﬁ*91 %+9vens retavning
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to Plosasant Prairis, with dascandants in two or
thres gensrations and in fabulous.:numbers. Also,
Chvistophar Darbyshirae, with family scarcely less.
mhars in Daniel Stavens' honuss, out by the Milwau-—
kaa road, all these ware shaltersed for a tims,-
twenty—-five in numbsr, ths legend says, with some—
timss a dozen traveliers lodged besides,— all in a
log houss with a single room below, and a garret
above, which had to be entsrsd horizontally. . .

About the last of Aprll ths first white nativa
of tha county saw ths light, in ths wretchsd floor— -
less shanty of Garrat Post, southeast of tha present”
Yastings placs. It was not a birth of good omen,
for the death of Mrs.Post, ths first dsath in the
county, cama a faw days later, and ths child soon
followsd its mothsr. Thsay wasrse buriea on tha knoll
south of Col.Hows's przsant residence, which re-—
nained ths 1littls nseded cemetery for two ysars.

May 10th, Mr.Bullen's naw schoonar, the Van
Buran, arrivad with walcoms provisions for the set-
tlers. It also brought sesds for the planters;and
a few days tharsaftser Mr.Parsons! memorandum shows
him hopsfully sowing onions up on the river bank.

A Portunate Storm. ' ;

Ths summe» of '36 was a rough one on ths lake,?
iike so many others "the roughest ever known",— the
captains say. But ons of its storms should still
be remembsrad with gratituds by the citizens of
Kenosha. Toward ths last of Mav, Mr.E.R.Hugunin
tells me, ha laft Chicago with a schooner on which
ware Mr. and Mrs. Charles Durkass, bound for Milwau-
kee to sattls thers. Storm aftsr storm mat ths
vasssl, and at the end of a wesk 1t was only off
Pikxs River. In ths closa guarters of ths schoonar, |
the sickness had become intolerabls; and Mrs.Durkes,
well nigh dead, and preferring to risk 1ife rather
than go furthsr, was sent ashore with her husband
ovar tha fiercs breaksrs. The happy relief of land
and the attraction of Pike River declded Mr.Durkee
to locate hers instead of Milwaukee. His cholce -
determinsd that of his rslatives, Harvey Durkees: - |
and R.H.Dsming, who followed later in tha same sea-—
son. So much doss Ksnosha owse t0 a north-easter. :
Verily "tis an iil wind that blo~a nobody any good"

E.R.Hugunin also came in the same storm. About |
ths sams tims Samusl Hale and Orlando Foster arrived
on foot from Chicago. Ths spring of 1836, brougnt '
also Dr.David Walker and D».D.P. Strykar.

~
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July 4, 1836.— Gansaral Review. -

Ask any old seiiler what was the great event
of 1836 at Piks River, and hs a® once replies. "The
calebration on the 4ih®. I4% was not only Indepen-
dance Day, but the Inauguration day of Wisconsin
rarritory. Lat us then nicturs {o ourselves the
condition of our county that famous morning, juet
forty years ago, :

the wastern half of ths county could not then,
I sunnoss, claim a resident setiler. Claims had
indesd b2sn made in Salem by Alfred Bullen and the
Dodge brothers; and soon atfier we find Jason Lo-
throp surveving on Pox River, and making several e
maps of somsihing he ealls~a "city® thers.  But the
eity nsver went bayond MMr.Lothron's maps, and up to
ths end of 1836 I cannot learn that Salem had an
actuzl settler. Paris may have had alrsady on the
ground Patrick Malarky and and a few others, though
the date of their arrival is uncertain. In Bristol
wa should have found on certain trees ths names of
S.S5.Fowler and ¥.R.Higgins, whera thay cut thenm
late in the prsvious fall to make thelr claims.
Other claims had, of course, baen made, but the
only resident s=2tiler of Bristol se=ms to havs b=en
Rollin Tuttle, who cams. that snring with his familg
and built n=ar G.T.Vinesnt!s present house. But
Mr.Tuttle was doing what he could for tha seatile-
mont of the town, and wes soon hazr of a nsw boy in
his house, the first birth in Bristol.

But thes two shors towns could muster quite a
ponulation that July morning »f 1836. Lat us make
a hasty tour through them. Going south from Pike
River wa find, dowm on the creek that was to prs-
ssrve his nams, O»rin Jeroms; who we will hops has
naw pigs growing to mors fatness than those of last -
winter. Furthsr south on Millser Cresk, we find :
Henry and Rauben Miller. Adjoining them is Mr.
Boughton, rough in his mannsr and famous for his
grim jokes, but Xind-hearted, and a gensral favori
ite with ths country pseopnle. With Mr.Boughion is
associatsd his son-in-law, Capt.Robinson, who has. .
built a ware-houss at ths mouth of the cresk, whers -
he unloads his veassel, and sunnlies the settlers
for miles around. Hers too, at the mouth of }Miller
Cre=sk, might bs seen growing this Independence
morning, that famous field of potatoes which the
old settlers still talk of, and which the legend
says turned out in tha fall eight hundred bushals
t0 the gers — a full psek to everv hill. Further
south, at State Line, is Levi Hanks, who also had
honed for poiato=s, but the load he brought for:
se2d last fall had frozen through tha wintex,though
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thev wora buried well. “Mast of Mr. Hanks, on tha
Stata Lina, is Newion Bacon, with his coopsr shop.
Ad301n1nw him i4 Darius Nichols, while on the north
ars Pater Bacon and Alonzo Burroughs. Further west
along the State Lins ws coms to Harry Windsor's,
whare the pzssing plon=ar may buy a glass of whisky.
provided the Jovial host has not drunk 1t all h1n~
self. Hore is tha famous Milwaukes road, which
Judge Doty laid out ths summer previous, and along
which th=2 mail is carried to Green Bay on Horsebacks

Passing -northward through tha county along
this road we find many ssttlsrs. Soon after leav—-
inz Mr.windsor's wa might get a glimnse to the west-
ward of L.C.Holt's shanty. A little furthar north
w9 pass near Samuel Howardt!s, Jacob Miller's, and
Abnsr Barlow'!s, who can mow the marshes or exhort
ths YMathodists at demand. Purthsr north we find
J.L.Stevans, who came this spring, while away to
the west, in Hickory Grove, is Celeb Plercs. A
1ittle furthsr a1ong ths road w=a reach the center
of the Pleaszant Prairie settlement._ Here are Chris-
tonhexr Derbyshirs, tha pat*iach of all the Dexby-
shires, and his wifs (who s8ti11 survives and clains
the honor of naming tha town). Near by is Orxrin
Stavens, and not far away 18 Daniel Stevans, whose
house that we saw so full in the spring is now
grown into an establishad tavern. In the same
vieinity are Sidnsv Dsrbvshirs, and other Derby-—
ghires; and R.B. and Norman Barnss, who came this
spring. Going north, ws soon reach the town 1lins,
and find thsrs Timothy Woodbridge, whom we saw last
summa» disputing the elaim at Pike Rivsr, but who
hss now mads his last claim and is doomed to die
this summer. Away to ths west we should leave John
Cady and ths Talcotis. To the east we might ses
the farm of Alvin ¥French, his 8,500 rails now built
into a good worm fence. Bsyond him, towards Plke
River, are Horacs Woodbridge (first settler of the
town), Fiteh A.Higgins and John C.Holmes; while
south of the latter are Thomas Howland with his two
sona, Lewls and Msrsdith, and still further south
John Williams, who has Just gained a daughter and
lost a wife- ths first birth and death in Pleasan+
Prairie.

Following the H11waukce road across the livs
into Somers,ws find Just beyond Timothy Woodbridge
his brothers, Enoch and Heanry, in:a houss soon to
b2 known as ths Woodbridge tavern (on ths: present
Maxwell placs). Purther north on the road we pass
tha place .of Charlas and Jared Fox; and a little
beyond, Geo.Willis' largs houss, soon to bscoms

=gl

i
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famous as another tavern — for the nioneer is sub—
ject to hunger and soma timas to thirst, though Mr.
Lothron will give a temmsrance lecture in Ploasant
Prairis this fall and get forty-flve signars to the
pledga. North of Willis' wa pass David Doollitle's,
Ccharles and Williams Smith's, and John Craig's, all
of whom ssesm to have coma this sn*ing. Further we
pass ths cabin of Jacob Montgomery, ths county's
first settler; and bevond, whers the road crosses
Pika River, that of E. G.WVnhiting; while further on
ars Hugh Longwsll, Benjamin and Alison Felch.. _
coming down Piks River, we find ¥m.Foster and
Nalson Gatliff, who have built a sawmill on the

stream; and the mill is in such demand that another -

is to be built this fall, and two others will fol-
low soon after. Further dom ths river we find on

on tha east side Abram Pike, ths coopsr, and on ti=

west, ths Caldwalls, and Austin Ksllogg; furthsr

14

down, C.W.Turner's hous2, and a littls south of the

mouth, that early houss of John Bullen's; whils
scattasred over tha vprairie to the west ars !'Squire
Richard Miliier (perhaps Col. Jordan), Mr.Eastman,
Cephas Weed, Jonathan and Washington Pilercs, and
E.B.Pierce, who came on this spring. Last, but not
l=zast, on thas towm 1lins, is John Hannan, who cams
last falli, and spaded two acres of ground, it is
sald.

A1l along we find fenecing has mads considera-—
ble progress; for Joshua Hathaway last winter sur=
veyed the country and marked off the sections and
quartsrs. Ths upland prairies are bright with
flowers; and the lowlands wave with grass so tall
that ths legends say the nmower somstimes worksd in
its shade half ths day, and even a horse and rider
wers somstimss concealed in it. Cattle are getting
planty, bought from the hsrds that are driven
through naarly every wesk. The prairle 1s intesr-
sacted by four or five roads lmading to Pikes River-
roads rather indafinite and winding about-to avoild

the marshss, which wers so:wet and permansnt, 1t is

sald, suckers wore somat*nes caught where now is
firmm sod. . _ -

The 01ty and Gelebvation.

Thas approach to Pike River that Indapbndence
morning Jjust forty yvears ago gave 1littls promiss of
a city. Timbar covered the shore half a mile in-
land. Just to ths west of this timber ars ninaty
acres of pralrie land plowsd last fall, in 2 narrow
strlp on2 and a half niles long, and owned by Al-

fred rFoster, J.Lothron and N.R.Allen. M».Allen has -

a claim cabin north-west of the futurs railway
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devot; Mr.roster livss toward what aftervard bacame'ls

n3ond's Wond", and J.Lothron rasidas batwsan. Bast’

of this land is ownsed by the goapany. '7is still

q forest in whieh evsrvbody sesms {0 havs b3asn lost

(for a certain clain house thersin has bs=sn locataqd

for me by the setilers all the way from the Grant

Houss to Harvey Durkes's). A bottomless elde*

swarap stratches along not far from the futurs Main

strest, avolding which the road winds down .to the | .

anticipated harbs». Hsrs, on the south side of the :

ersek, businass 13 eentering. - Here, near the bank|

of tha cresX, wa ses Mr.Crossii's blackamith shop |

(shut for ths day, we hope) and boarding houss,

with 1ts hole in thes roof, out of which ths heads

cam2 havnily this morning whils ‘'the best pants went

on. Near by 1s Amos Gratian's new house.. Down on

the lake shore still stands the original log house,

and north of 1t tha.store, whers Nathan Allen still

dispenses flour, sugar and tea, though Sanmuel ﬁaldls

Jjust buying hinm out. North of the stora,and closs |

to the mouth of the coresx (when thers is a mouth),

is the new warshouse of "m.Bullsn & C0., and near[

by it the lighter, alsn new, but a frail craft .

doomed to go to pieces this fall. The harbor has |

no mouth vet, execent in freshets, and the road

crosses to tha Island along ths dry bsach. The

Island is wide and mors baautiful than we in 1is

degensrate know it, and, on the high ground (since

washed into the lake) stands the famous Resigue |

House. Miles G.Toby is kesping 1it, and counts

among hig boarders Mr. and Mrs.Charles Durkee and

Samuel Hale. Near by is a small log house, whers

Mr.Toby's ovarflowing boardsrs lodge. Just bevond,

in the shade of the fair oak-onaﬂing, tha areat el

celsbration is held. B
I will not-dattermptoto: portvay the scene A : L

wagon "draym by twenty—six yoke of oxen" brought

the patriot setilers from Pleasant Prairie. .Ths

other setilements, I dare say, did their duty. . I

f£ind i4 rscorded that'"some hundrads" were there.

Rdzar Hugunin was marshal of the day. Orlando Fos-

ter 1sd the musie. Jason Lothrop pronounced the

addroass. M.G.Toby furnished the dinner. No ro-

vorter was thara to catch thas elogquent words. Buy

I find in manuseript two toasis given by Mr. LoO-

thron, which, embodrving as they do the spirit of

the day, ought not to bs left to oblivion. The fivst

declarad tha unity n=aeded then as now:

"Squattevs, S
In their good cause, wheraver they

may squat, ;
They stand as ons, pra—emnt*on law

or not." .. o




Ths othar walecomad ths Territory which the day
inauzurated: ,
rwigeonsin;
Last risen star, not long tha least,
Alrcady groeted from tha REast.®

Closa of 183s5. '

During the remainder of 1836 many other set—
tlers arrived, among whom we notice R.H.Deming, .
Harvey Durkes, A.D.Northway, and Geo.H.Kimball. Nor
snould w2 omit tha nams of Daniel Harkins, after—
wards Justice of tha Peace in Pleasant Prairies, but
who cams late in thes fall of '36, poor and homeless
and dug a hole in the sandy bank of the creokK,where
he wintersd with his family, Many settlers came
into the country also this fall, among whom we no-
tice Chauncsy Hannahs, with his sons, William, Thom_
as and Frederick, and his daughter aftsrward,Mrs.
A.¥.Doolitile. Thase locatsd in the southarn part
of Pleasant Prairie, at Spring Brook; end among the
services thay rsndersad the settlement should be no-
ticed ths crank mill which they got that winter,
and in which the nsighboring settlers ground thsir
ecorn. ' - i

' Hers at Pike River new activities amnsared ..
this fall. ¢Charles Durkes and R.H.Denming built a
store wheras Mr.Baldwin's coal office now stands,
and not only traded, but lived in 1i%t; while Orian—
do ¥oster onsned a shos shon in the basement. -
Coggevall & Ayver openad another stors a little to
the south. One day a stsamsr stovped off shora
ths first tims —~ the Detroit — and s=nt to land
some passongers and fraight. willism Bullen this
fall built on the Island, nsar the prasent Svkas
house, a two-story mesidencs, which the legends say
wag than ths finest in Wisconsin. This was a sig-
nal for the renewal of the Resigus war, and thse nsw
houss was in danger of being torn down for a tims;
80 that I find in Thomas Persons! account book a
a charge for watching it certain nights. But the
disovute was at length ssttled, and psacs finally
established on the Island. ;

Domestic 1ife also bagan to look more promis—
ing this fall; and Nelson Lay and Mariette Towsles
colebrated the first wedding in the county. Many
other bachslors would have gladly followad the ex—
ample, but could not, for marriageabvle girls warse
.Tew and dear.

October 25th, ths first Territoriel Legisla-—
turs of Wwisconsin mst at Belmont, and Charles Dur—
Kes sat in ths lower House for Pike River., In this
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session, on ths 3d of Dscsmbar, ths grsat county of
of Milwaukse was divided, and out of its southarn
part was formed Racina county, including, of course
our own. Pike River hoped for ths county sesat, but
this was at last fixed at Radine — with the tacit
undsrstanding, however, that henceforth and forever
ths county Judgs and sheriff should be taken from
Piks River. In accordance with this understanding
Wiliiam Bullsn was soon apnointed Jjudge, and E.R.
Hugunin sheriff.. Ths latisr filled his office with
such apnroved valor that hs h=ld it for nasrly
eight vears. i

-This fall of 1336 a weskly stave began to run
from Chicago to Milwaukes on tha Milwaukee road,
and a few post offices wera established along the
-routs. One was in Plesasant Prairie in the Stevens
and Derbyshire ssttlement; another was in Somars,
at willis! tavern, which about this time took ths
postic nams 0f Aurora. At Pike River, tco, a post
offies was plantsd unds» tha nams of "Pike', and
Vaters Towsles was annointad postmaster. But the
business was small and irregular. Anybody seems
to have brought ths mall from anywhere and left it
anywhera. Ths truth is thsre was not much to bring,
with postage at 25 conts. Harvey Durkee tells us
hs ussed often to»brind it from willisg' in his hat
that winter. Mr.Boughton, down on Miller Creek,
who overflowed with Jokass and disliked Pike River,
said tha new office was l1liks the mill of ths story:
the mill site would have bsan one of the bsst of
mill sites if theras had only been som2 water thars;
and Pike would have bsen an excellent place for a
post offiees had there bssn any mall to go thers.
Indeed, in thoses days thars was much doubt ..l iz
whers ths onming eity was to be, and Geo.Willis,
thras miles back from tha laks, thought that, with
tha MilwaukXaes road and ths new stage line in his

favor, it would certainly cesnter around his tavern.

Considarable bad feeling had -indesad grown up
betwsen ths country psonle and the Western Emigra-
tion Company. And psrhaps no event of 1836 was
more 1lmportant than the dissolution of the company
in Decembsr. Outsidsers had always besn jealous of
it, and 1ts own menbars samm to have derived 1ittle
from it but trouble with others and among them-
selves, so that they wsre now quits rsady to get
back a fraction of their investmant. So it happlly
dissolvad; and the year 1836 clossd with alli the
land south of tha crs=zk in private hands. Georgs
H.Kimball bought the S.ZT.quarter of Ssction 31,
including most of the prassnt Pirst Ward of ths
¢ity: Durkeo &nDsming bought the quarter section
just south (S.E.1/4 Ssction 6), including most of
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tha pressnt Third Ward and Samiel Hales either then
or snon after bought the strip along the lake eho“s
in fragtionsl B=c+fon 332

I f£find no rscord of educational faecilities at
®Pike" in the winter of '36 and '37 — though it may
be that Miss Laura Maltby had alrzsdy ovensad her
private schonl. Ths sattlemant had for the present
lost ths valuable services of Jason Lothrop, who
had in the fall nmovad southward to his clainm nesar

the State Lins. Thers, howavsr, in his log house,. - :i

besides his painting and literary work, he opsned
a school 3n Novambsr, and gathersd the cechildrsn of
Spring Brook and vieiniiy to the numbsr of twanty.
Anothar school in Pl=asant Prairie was opensd the
same-winter in ths houss of Christophar Derbyshirs, -
and taught by Alfrsd Walker. Somers rsports no
school until Mrs.Brazest's. a ysar later; but this
1s hardly probable in so enterprising a township,
and David Donlitile thinks Harriset Caldwsll taught
ona in th= eastern pz2rt of tha town in the summar
of 1358. S
ki 1837. — Southport.

Tarly in 1837, the citizens, at a mesting 1n
Reslgu='s tavern, rssolvad to change thes nama of -
the place from Pike River to Southport — it being
the southern port of Wisconsin. To whose imagina—
tion the name was due I cannot learn — soms say to
william Bullen's — but the name plainly reflects.
the spirit of the tins whan thas setilers wers quite
congczious of the new territory and its houndaries.
Hanceforth for thirtean ysars the nams of Southport
was kKept, though the villags was not organizzsd un-
til four ysars latar.

Amonz the arrivals at Southport in 1837 ws no-—-
ties J.H.Kimball, J.M.Stryker, Dzacon Bannatt, E.M.
Kinmsy, Gsnaral Bullen, Prsd Lovall, the Dana fami-
1y, and apparantly Ja*ed Laha, rancis Quarles and
Judgs Nawall. -

i -Into Somars tha ‘sams yaar cama Alvin stronv,
_T.Bsaﬁon Spence, Jonas Rhodes, and tha Kelloggs who
- 89ttls and nams Kellogg's Cornars, and think that

will bs ths matropolis of the county. This ysar or .= .-

bafore cams also George Last, who setiled whers his
family still Jive, and soon aftsr opsned anothar
tavern on the MilwauXee road. This year E.B. Piarce_
built in Somsrs what he calls ths first farmer's.
barn in ths county.

In Paris bafors tha end of ths sesason we fiﬁd
Patrick Malarky, FPr.%¥ssks, James (lark, Mr.Stanley,
Pr.MeGinn, Rufus Marston, and others; also S.B.
Myrieck, who cams from Paris, N.Y., and &0 gavs that
nams to the town.

"Bristol in 1837 recaived many new satilers to
kez2p Rollin Tuttls company. Among thosa we notice



Mrs.Tourtslotta and family, Harmon Marsh, Levi AP
Grant, Charlss and Thomas cutiing, S.S.Powler, Josl
Walker, Will Ztharidza, A.B.Jackson, Luman Upson

and Blihu Philins. At a m=satineg at tha houss of

A.B.Jackson in Novambsr, 1% was decidsd to name the

torm Bristol, from a »nlace in New England, whence

sevaral of ths sattlers had coms.

In the spring of 1337 John Nodgs went frog S
Southport and settled in Salam, nsar what was after.
~ward knowvn . as -the "Brass Ball*. Also Alfrsad Bullen, -
_Genearal Bullen and othsrs want over to Fox River, . .=~
,to build tha city which had lain on Jason Lothropn's

sp for a year. A honsful "hotel" was erscted and
othev improvemsnts made; but of any fiarither move—

ents in Salem or in Wheatland and Randall no re-— -
ports have coms to ms,.

Hars at Southport in 1837 was much ao*1V1+v
The hotsal businsss espsecially took a nsw start.
Deacon Hollis Wnitnsy built a log tavern nsar the
slte of L.Bain's present hardwars stors. This was
the first building on Main sirest, and afterwards
becams famous as the "Ciiy Hotel®", (Daacon Wn*tney,
1ike a good dsacon, hald fast to the religious .
opinions of his day; and ons of his Sunday school
scholars, whonr I racantly met in Michigan, tells me
how the deacon, showing him ons day the firss in a
brick~kiln, improved tlie occasion, and d=scribed
how rmizh hotier the fires in ths naxt world wers
going to ba.) Seth and A.W.Doolittls also built, in
1837, the Wisconsin House, on tha south side of the
crsak, nsar Wallace Mygatt'!s present rssidence.
Mr.Crossit built, near Head & Sutherland's hay barn,

- a house, which hs this year ozcunied as a vasidence,
with Philandsr Dodgs Xeeping a tailor shop upstairs
but which a?te*wa“d bacama ths Kenssha Cense Hausa.,

*In ths summsr of 1837 ths first house on Market

- strset was built by Orlando Foster, Just west ofj=,”

~ the present Amsrican Hotel. The ssttlement also -

" pushed slowly to ths scuth, and it seems to have s

“basn this ysar that Jared Lake, having purchased

- the tract now occuvnisd by the south-western part - .
of the elty, built a log house in the corner.ofiit, -

“naar whers 0.S.Head's houss now stands. Nor should
we forgat to notice, in our view of 1837, a 1littls
houss standing in ths south—-westsrn part of ths i
DPresent park, occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dur—
kea; a frail and rough cab»in, but, like many of :

-thosa times, not mersly finishsd in, but largely
constructad of cak and blaeck walnut. ST
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But most notable of the buildings of 1837 was
tha famous "Block School®HJouss", It was the second
structurs on ®ain strest, and stood a little south
of the present "Simmons' Hall". Here in this little
room, surroundsd by its continuous bsneh, on which
tha punils ravolved to face outward or inward at
command, Mrs.Dr.Allsn (afterward Mrs.J.V.Quarles,
- Sr.) 1s soon found teaching school. But the house

2 garvad not for school alone; thners the ssrmons and

. debates ware heard; there elections, caucusss and
“eommunion ware held; and thers was the geneval
=gathering-place for many a yoar,

Ths higtorian should by nn msans faiL to chron_ ¢

“““iole the prograss of the fins arts in a cormunity.
And we ars glad to notics in 1837 the singing school
which Nathan Dy=s taught, and the band orf music-;,
which Orlando ¥oster organized. <2
: - "In 1837 the nmovemsnt for a harbor was begun,
and Charles Durkes was ssht to Washington in its
supnort. Through hAls influesnce a special bill
passsd the Ssnate, allowing settlers to pre—-empt
and purchass viliags lots, ths »rocasds to bs ap-
plied to the harbvor. TFor a few days after they

" heard of 1t tha settlers wers busy fencing the al-

lowed lots. But soon cams nsws of the defeat of
the pili in thes Houss, and the work as suddenly
stopnad. Still the harbor question continued to
agitate ths public mind through thoss early years.
So eagsr were the p=20ople of Southport to prove 1t

a port that (I am told) thsy ons day, btaking advan—-
tage of a freshet that opsned the mouth of the croek,
sucessdad, by hsln of high water and wind and a few
yoka of oxen, in gstting a schoonar into thes bay.
Thay c¢ams naar having to X=sp it there, too; but
.at length, by anchor and capstan, ths captain suc-
eceadad in gatting his vessel back into ths lake

' agaln. - So slow was ths harbor in coming. And for -

. many ysars the lightsrs, of which A.D.Northway =
built thrses at diffsrsnt timas, rsmained ths oniy -
means of landing freight. Ths old settlers still .. . .
tell with kindling eys how, at the wsll known cryi . -
from Samisl Hals, whather at busy noon or dead of .

" night, every clitizan started to launch tha 1ighter L
as 1f it wers a raligious duty.

7hs Territorial Legislaturs of 1837 sat at

Burlington, and Charlss Durkaa went aoain as repre~;;

sentative of Southnort. b
Toward thes. closs of 1838 occurﬁd the death of'

Mrs.Charles Durkss. Shs was buried on ths lovely

knoll south of tha town, which had heen a favorits

resort with her» whsn alive; and thus began ths beau. 2

tiful cemetery which her husband afte*ward d01ated
to K=nosha. ‘
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1838. :
Prominant among ths arrivals of 1838 ars no-
ticed ths names of Wallacs Mygatt and Volnay FPrendch,
This ysar we find Harvsy Durkss building his first
stors (what is now known as tha Mrs.VWhitcomb house)
and bsginning his housskesning in it. This and tha
Bsnnatt stores, building at ths sams tims, were the
first storss on tha North side. The sams year Mr.
Dana built the largs houss now fronting ths Park ::

b

8y

_next to tha Congrsgational churchj and plantsd ths
- grapo seed which has grown into thes lavge vina

climoing the ogk at tha door.
1838 is also markad by church organization. =

‘The Congregationalists organizsd in Juns; the Bap~

tists in September, with Jason Lothrop as pastor;
though neithsr built churchas for several ysars to
coma. Ths Mathodisis had organized tha vear bsfore;
Tharafore Southnort having its school house
built and its churches started this historian con-

~giders 1t safe to and his chroniecls.
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