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ANNUAL REPORT.

1869.

The Wisconsin State Horticultural Society has made good
progress during the last year. The meetings have been more
numerously attended than ever ; the addresses delivered and the
papers presented have been of a valuable character; the ex-
hibitions, both general and special, have been more than usually
large and attractive; and the society has also been reasonably
successful in the new enterprise of directing the improvement
of the experimental garden on the State University Farm. In
one thing, only, did it entirely fail—in securing the very mo-
derate appropriation asked of the legislature, to enable it do
more and better work in the future.

It is believed that the matter contained in the report here-
with submitted to the members of the society and the public
at large will be found exceedingly interesting aud valuable.

As the fall exhib’tion was a part of the general exhibition of
the State Agricultural Society, and is fally reported in that
society’s transactions, but little space will be occupied with it
in this report, other than with the interesting address of that
veteran horticulturist, Dr. John A. Warder.

Thanks to the liberality of the State Agricultural Board, the
society has been enabled to meet all its obligations, and has a
small balance in the treasury.

The importance of the work done by the society is recog-
nized more and more fully every year by the intelligent peo-
ple of the state, and the time is not remote when its services
and its neeessities will be daly acknowledged by the law-mak-
ing power.



ANNUAL MEETING.

STATE AGRICULTURAL Roowms,
TuespAy, Feb. 9, 1869.

The Wisconsin State Horticultural Society convened for its
annual session in the agricultural rooms, in the capitol at Madi-
son, at 7 1-2 o'clock P. M., and was called to order by the
president, Dr. Joseph Hobbins, pursuant to the call thereof,
published for that purpose; when Wm. T. Leitch, the presi-
dent of the Madison Horticultural Society, delivered a brief
address of welcome.

ANNUAL ADDRESS.

President Hobbins followed with his anaual address, which
was listened to with intense interest by those present:

Gentlemen and Members of the State Horticultural Society :

The address I am about to make to you consists of such hor-
ticultural reflections and suggestions as have oceurred to me
from time to time during the past year, run together without
any particular order or method. Nor, indeed, as you will dis-
cover, have I made any special effort to elaborate the thoughts
I shall utter, since I would rather that they should be regarded
as of a purely suggestive character, leaving the elaborating
and perfecting process to you, should you deem them of
sufficient importance.

As I move through society I have been struck by the false
and by no means flattering idea which many people seem to
entertain of the character of a horticulturist, and more
especially of the amateur horticulturist. Therefore. I shall
take this opportunity, knowing that what I have to say will
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be likely to reach such people through the publication of our
trausactions, to disabuse their minds, if possible, and to give
them other and better impressions of us,

There are in our community those who erroneously imagine
that the love of the beautiful, even when it involves the use"
ful, pertains to or implies effeminacy of character, and that flor-
ists and fruit-growers are necessarily men wanting in the more
manly qualities of the mind.

There are, also, those in society, who, having no adequate
appreciation of the wonders and beauties of creation, of the
stars which illumine the heavens, or the flowers which adorn
the earth, or of anything beyond the things which minister to
the grosser senses, utterly and ignorantly condemn all the re-
fining influences as well of art and of science, as of nature.
For them, there is nothing grand and generous in the open day
of summer, nothing soft and witching in the silver hour of
evening ; neither music in the gentle breeze, nor perfume in
the perfume-breathing flower. For them, there is no tongue
in trees, no books in the running brooks, nor good in anything.
Nature never smiles for them. The kindly voice, the song of
birds, the merry laughter of children, all alike are but dumb
meaningless things. Not a single chord in their breasts to vi-
brate with beauty or gladness. How aptly has the poet
painted an individual of this class—

“ A primrose by the river’s brim,
A gellow primrose was to him,
Apd it was nothing more.”

We believe, and it is a belief full of wondrous pleasure
and satisfation to the mind, that God created the heavens and
the earth. The dominion thereof was given to man. Do we
not acknowledge this to be immeasurably grand, beautiful
andsGod-like? This work, this creation, was for us! Does
not the gift argue the fitness of a like grandeur and likeness
to God in thereceiver? And yet this great work was to be com-
pleted; and so “the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, and
there He put the man whom He had formed.” Pardon me, if
you please, the quotation on such an oceasion ; in order to dig-
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nify as well as justify gardening, the science or knowledge of
Lorticulture, I could not resist the temptation. Where God
has put man—his own likeness—you will, I trust, agree with
me, man may still take his stand, regardless of the charge of
effeminacy. And above all, where gentle woman is placed
along side of him in his garden—there, and there alone, so far
as I have any knowledge, is your true Eden to be found ; the
world itself, the outside creation being left to those con-
temners of the beautiful for whom paradise itself would have
no charms. Beauty cannot be ignored any more than virtue,
goodness—both are essential to the happiness of man.

The love of horticulture is then of no effeminate character,
but arises, though we may be unconscious of the fact, in that
love of repose, which is innate in the bosoms of all men, but
most manifest among the intellectual and refined. Iknow that
it is common to attribute it to a love of nature. But this is
an error in my opinion. An ardent lover of nature usually
seeks the indulgence of his passion in activity, in restlessness,
in travel, in exploration and adventure. Not so with the
lover of the garden. He is found wedded to hisidol at home.
And if we were to judge him by the calm, and quiet, and hap-
piness he finds there, we should find that his love for a garden
had both for its result and origin the love of repose. Nei-
ther is there in this effeminacy nor weakness, since repose itself
is one of the grandest features of the Divinity, is indeed one
of his attributes, a quality by which man as well as things
may be fitly tested for their own true worth.

Horticulture then is like all other good and perfect things,
of divine origin and nature, a science pleasant and useful, and
in this, its origin and nature, is seen its true relationship to
man.

The duties of man, in this relationship, are as numerous as
they are pleasant and profitable. The earth, the seasons, his
own necessities as well as his desires, invite him to these duties
and, to a great extent, indicate how they shall be done. This
great world of ours has sometimes seemed to me likea greag
picture gallery, full of beautiful picture frames—some full,



ANNUAL ADDRESS. T

some empty, and where every man has an ownership. Weall
have a little frame. for ourselves. Isit filled? If not, will
you fillit? The gallery is the beautiful earth itself The
frames are the surroundings of our own homes. Shall then
our little worlds be little Edens, or little wildernesses? Inother
words, shall we have pleasant and useful gardens, or unsightly,
unprofitable and empty lots or yards. Resolve we this ques-
tion favorably, and then it is that our duties as horticulturists -
are commenced. What kind of a garden do we want? Pleasant
and useful it must be; but of what shape, and what will be its
internal arrangements? What shall we grow? When shall
we plant? How feed and tend the plants? Here is a little
world of enquiry for us, but it is a world full of delight and
content in which the true lover of horticulture finds himself
oblivious to all other cares and knows no disquietude but what
shall spring from some pleasurable solicitude for the well-being
of acherished plant or honored tree. In the very littleness of
such cares lies hid very much happiness and very many com-
forts. “A garden,” says the great and wise Lord Bacon, “is
the purest of human pleasures; it is the greatest refreshment
to the spirit of man, without which, buildings and palaces are
but gross handiworks; and man shall ever see, that when ages
grow into civility and elegance, men come to build stately
edifices sooner than to garden finely, as if gardening were the
greater perfection.”

In the subject matter of the questions just propounded are
involved the artand science of gardening, the methods and
manner as well as principles of our duties, as horticulturists.
A very ignorant man may bea very excellent gardener as far
as art is concerned. Of this truth, we have every day proof in
the illiterate character of the men who do our gardening. And
one who possesses an excellent knowledge or scientific educa-
tion as a horticulturist may be equally ignorant of the art. The
distinction is perfectly legitimate, since it is the province of
_science to discover truth and of art to apply the truth discov-
ered. Sir Humphrey Davy, the great chemist, as well as phil-
osopher, once made a blunder notably illustrative of his igno-
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rance as a man of science. His science without art or experi-
ence led him to believe and to promulgate the theory that
recent undecomposed manure was the proper food for plants:
a theory at variance with the experience of all art gardeners,
and an error. Nor is Sir H. Davy the only reputed man of
science who has made blunders in gardening. I have myself
known a gentleman who stands pretty high in this state asa
horticulturist plant a top onion upside down, it not having
occurred to him that there was either top or bottom to an onion.
Sir John Herschel has well said in relation to this distinctive
character of art and science: “In the progress of mankind
from barbarism to civilized life, the arts necessarily precede
science. Applications come later; the arts continue slowly
progressive, but their realm remains separated from that of
science by a wide guli” Art itself, he wisely characterizes
under two heads—that whnich consists merely of accumulative
expertence, in which the reasonable faculties had played but a
small part, and the scientific art—the result of “ experience rea-
soned upon and brought under general principles.” This is true
art, whilst that is only false or empirical, as Sir John calls it.

When, therefore, I speak of the principles of gardening or
horticulture, I would be understood as meaning the principles
of gardening derived as well from art, that is, practical experi-
ence, as from true science, which is knowledge, practical as
well as theoretical, a basis of fact as well as of reason under-
stood and demonstrable.

T have said that tne first requirement of a garden is, that it
should be both pleasant and usefal. Concerning its shape or
the proper form of its boundary line, it is not easy to lay down
any rule, nor, indeed, bearing in mind that the outlines of our
gardens are already laid out in rather an arbitrary manner,
after the fashion of oblong lots and blocks, it is but seldom
necessary. W here, however, our residence is in the country,
and we are untrammeled by city restrictions, the question may
occur,-of what form shall a garden be made? And the answer
will be just what the practice always is,—according to your
fancy. It were to be wished that I could tell you what fancy
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is, or where to find it, as otherwise I have only succeeded in
creating a dilemma for you in the place of affording easy in-
atruction. But, alas! I too can only say :

“ Tell me where is faney bred,

Or in the heart, or imthe head,
How begot, how nourished.”

Fancy is said to be a lady, and in order to possess her, it is
first necessary to cultivate her acquaintance. A cultivated
taste will go far to supply the absence of particular rules.
But fortunately for us, where these rules are applicable only
with great difficulty, there are always some general principles
to be found for our guidance, which with the aid of taste and
Jjudgment are all sufficient for our purpose. .

It was the practice of those noble masters of architec-
ture, the architects of ancient Rome, to suit the style of
their buildings to the character of the scenery or the ob-
jects of the vicinity where they were about to build.
And I have observed that where this practice has been adopted
by landscape gardeners in the making of gardens, the effect
was good, because in perfect keeping, everything was harmon-
ized. The best specimens I have ever seen of this kind of
gardening, was the far-famed and justly celebrated Leasowes,
designed and executed by the poet Shenstone, and which Dr.
Johnson, in his “Lives of the Poets,” has so aptly termed “ a
perfect poem.” It is, or rather was, in itself a perfect epitome
of all that is beautiful in natural scenery. 'T'was here that
Shenstone spent both his life and his fortune, and sweet as were
his verses, his true and best poem was his garden. Bold, sub-
dued, hilled, vallied, treed, shrubbed, flowered and fruited ;
grottoed, cascaded, and rivuleted, meandered by walks lead-
ing by “devious ways” to spots opening upon views or ob-
Jects of beauty and interest. Nothing left to accident, but all
ordered by design—a perfect plan—the work or creation of
one tasteful, thoughtful, cultivated and poetic mind ; no won-
der that it should rank as the first of England’s gardens, though
the land itself is but a land of gardens. Th. great charm_
however, of the Leasowes, was its harmony with the surround-
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ing scenery. The majestic basaltic rocks of Rowly Regis on
one side, the dark and towering woods of Hagley park, (the
seat of the famous Lyttletons) on the other, with the Clay
hills and Malvern the monarch of midland shires in the dis-
tance; with a hundred sweet and beautiful wvallies between.
What grander picture frame could be desired for a poet’s paint-
ing. And in that painting was to be found everything re-
quisite to the beauty of a garden, regulated almost by scale,
so strictly in harmony was every feature, both of natureand of
art.

How different is this, which was so perfectly ratural, and
therefore may be said to be true art, from those other far more
but less justly famed gardens of Chatsworth and Versailles.
These are almost purely artificial, independent creations—lo-.
cally regarded. You might plant them anywhere, especially
Versailles, and they would look almost as well. And in this,
in my opinion, lies their failure. The gardens proper, of both
of these world-attracting places are flats, and their chief at-
tractions fine palatial buildings, with fountains wondrous and
statuary most exquisite, with th~ one, and a modern flat
building, with a magnificent conservatory, fountains and a
waterfall and river, with the other. The same Dutch, stiff
style of terrace gardening proper, is followed in both places.
As works of art, architecturally considered, they are indeed
well calculated to challenge admiration. But as gardens,
they neither appeal to the eye, the heart, nor the mind. Shen-
stone’s garden, as Johnson says, was a poem complete, the cre-
ation of a garden lover, of a sweet, true, cultivated country
poet, while Varsailles and Chatsworth, as I have trod them
over, and see them even now, are as it were the fruits of a
palace builder’s dream, a Kubla Khan, if you will, a broken
dream of art splendor, a poem grand and startling, butun-
finished, unreal.

Now the same principle that obtains in the Leasowes, or in
large gardens, applies, though unequally, to our city lots, or
small gardens. The difference lies in the size of the garden and
the character of its surroundings. But does 1t follow because
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our picture frames are small that our pictures are necessarily
lacking in art, in finish, or in beauty? By no means. The
miniature, though less imposing, may be full as beautiful as the
life sized portrait. And the landscapes of Turner, small
though they be, are scarcely less valued than the larger ones
of Claude. All that is necessary is, that we should harmon-
ize, that we should be governed by the law of proportion—
which law itself consists in harmonizing things of different
proportions. There is no harmony in planting the lot surround-
ing your house entirely with cabbages, or potatoes, and yet this
is a common practice, nor does it show a particle more of taste
to plant a forest of apple trees about your home, a practice al-
most equally common. The reason is, that moderation is an
attribute of beauty. Any error in this respeat is an infraction
of the laws of proportion without which beauty in art cannot
be obtained. Want of moderation, from whatever cause it oc.
curs, betrays at all times a want of proportion. Besides, every
garden should have an expression, and that expression should
be a reflection of nature, or of finished art, which is the same
thing. The absence of this strikes one as does the vacuity of
idiocy. This want of it, or where it is found only in a too lim-
ited extent, affects one as painfully as does the portrait of a
friend where the same want is observable. It is this very
feature of a garden—its expression—that denotes the master
hand. It is with the spade in the garden as with the brush on
the canvass, your colors may be all correct, your grouping to the
life, your beds may be in perfect order and your plants in ex-
act position ; but something more is wanted than either brush
or spade. And that is dntelligence, right expression, which must
be made to shine out as it does in the face of nature ; otherwise
nature herself, at the best, is but beauty without light, without
power of illumination.

A garden is but a horticultural painting, and unless, like a
painting, it is true to nature, it is only a false specimen of art,
or a specimen of false art, as you like. A garden, then,is “a
thing of beauty,” it must be so in order to meet its first re-
quirement, that of pleasantness. In this requirement is in-
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volved the first and greatest law of garden making. It must
be pleasant, and in order, as we have indicated, to be pleasant,
it must be made beautiful. Nothing unsightly must be seen.
Nature must be won by art to mould herself to your taste and
design, and the work being completed, the only test, a simple
and ever true one of its perfection, is the spontaneous pleasure
it gives to the intelligent eye. W here with an effort you are to
look for Leauty, argues either no beauty present, or the ab-
sence of all taste for the beautiful. The cultivated eye is the
sole judge.

A garden, as I bave just said, is but a horticultural painting,
embracing all the details and accessories that the subject re-
quired. It should have its little lawn, its roses and honey-
suckles on each side of the front door of your house, and its
ivy, the Virginia creeper at each end of the piazza, and reach-
ing as high as the chamber window and falling in graceful
festoons from the house gables. It should have a variety of
flowering ~hrubs, choice and increasing in size toward the di-
viding fence on one sideand a moderate sized tree or two,
ranged with a few evergreens on the other side, serving both
for ornament and as a screen from the public gaze to the back
garden. Make a little bed of perpetual roses and another for
geraniums and verbenas, and intersperse a few hardy perennial
plants among your shrubs. Planta row of trees outside of
your sidewalk, and the arrangements for the front of the house
are tolerably complete. The back garden is for use, but
equally pleasant as the front. This should be laid out so as
to possess a few choice fruit trees, apple, plum, erab, and if
you are south enough, a pear, cherry and may be, a peach.
The walks may be edged with currants, undercropped with
strawberries. The fence with the south or south-west aspect
should be covered with grape-vines, and that of the north with
blackberries and raspberries. It is perfectly wonderfal what a
variety of things can be grown, both luxuries and things neces-
sary, in a single lot of ordinary city or village size. It far-
nishes room for all the summer and fall vegetables, salads, etc.,
as well as an odd nook or spot for things purely ornamental.

I do not make it essential to have fountains, grotto work,
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statuary or glass houses which will come with the coming wealth
of the state, but rather address myself to what can be done
now, with but little expense and with no more care than is
at once pleasurable and profitable. Nor would it be possible
for me to particularize the tree or shrub, or flower, or fruit, or
vegetable that should be planted, nor, such is the diversity of
our soil and climate, would it be wise to attempt to lay down
any law for their cultivation ¢r proper method of caring for
them. That which I have unavoidably omitted, each must .
sapply for himself. - Individual taste, intelligence, experience
and necessity will teach how thisis to bedone, and where these
fail, this society will be found the best teacher.

I have now, gentlemen, to offer you a few suggestions, crude
enough and unelaborate, as already intimated, but which I trust
may not be found unworthy of ycur consideration. And first
among them, is one upon the manner of conducting our horticul-
tural exhibitions. My ownideas are that we cannot make our
exhibitions too atiractive, and that for this purpose, what are
usually regarded as extrinsics on such occasions, like music,
dancing, refreshments, ete., are perfectly legitimate means for
us to use, being used as a means to atttractand amuse, in order
to win the opportunity to teach. Amuse, attract, teach. That
music, dancing and refreshments greatly conduce to the suc-
cess of our local exhibitions and to spread the love of horti-
culture, no one conversant with the history or proceedings of
the Madison Horticultural Society would doubt. This is the
English method of conducting such societies and the success
of the Madison society is in a very great measure, as I think,
owing to its being such a good copy of the original. In con-
ducting our state exhibitions, I can easily see that the quad-
rill feature might not be so advantageous, but I can see no
reason why we should not have music. To say the least, it
would be quite as good tor horticultural as agricultural, and as
you know, gentlemen, the State Agricultural Society isset to
music, that is, they have their band. Music should be hads
scenic ornamentation, fountains, rustic or garden furniture,
garden implements, (following the practice of the agricultural
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society) and in fact specimens of everything useful and orna-
mental in horticulture. The paramount object of all such
societies is to teach. In my opinion,to do this, it is not
enough that we simply show the fruits of our labor. We
should show the means and modes of producing this same fruit.
Much of this can be done at a glimpse, and to those who come
to learn, such a glimpse is valuable.

There is another feature that can be profitzbly and legiti-
mately added to our exhibitions, both local and state. I mean
the garden vegetable feature. I cannot conceive that any sound
reason can be urged for excluding it from our shows. We call
ourselves a horticultural society, but our shows would lead
people to suppose that we were nothing more than a fruit and
flower society. To introduce and promote the collection of
choice and good vegetables seems to me a part of our mission.
Potatoes sold at a dollar a pound are surely as worthy of cul-
tivation in the garden as the apples which sell at but a dollar
the peck. We should lead, gentlemen, in this matter and not
follow the farmer,

The policy of our society, too, I should like to see amended
in some things. The importance of a more perfect union with
the local societies for the purpose of giving and receiving in-
formation, must be obvious to us all. Loecal knowledge is
what we want, since the experience of another state, or even of
parts of our own state, cannot always be accepted as our guide.
Ours is a peculiar state, both in soil and climate, and our prac-
tice in fruit growing must be in its modes peculiar also. We
must study our own state. Without a more perfect union
with local societies, and without an increase in the number of
our societies, the knowledge we want can be obtained but
slowly and with uncertainty.

The next suggestion I have to make to you is one which, if
it meet your approval, I hope you will take such action upon
before leaving the, city as will be likely to secure its adop-
tion by the legislature. You will remember, gentlemen, with
some little pride your initiating the movement for the appoint-
ing of commissioners on the part of the state, whose duty it
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was to report upon the destruction of our forests, its injurious
effects, etc., upon the climate, upon the people, and the duty of
the state in regard to the matter. I scarce need add that one
of those commissioners was appointed as the law directed by
this society, or that a more able, and interesting report was
never made to our legislature. I wish now to urge upon you
the necessity of a horticultural exploration of the state. Its
necessity at first sight, I must confess, does not seem very ap-
parent, nor does such a proposition seem to present any suffi-
cient compensating advantages. But when we come to con-
sider that very littleis known of our indigenous fruits,—I mean
in their great varieties,—that probably still less is known of
the character of their habits, and that it is now, as it ever has
been even in the old geological ages of the earth, the habit
with certain plants as well as with animals to locate themselves
only in certain peculiar localities, the importance of finding
out the character of these plants as well as the character of
their localities if we wish to cultivate fruits, becomes mani-
fest. I shall perhaps be better understood, if I say that it is
stated on good authority, that we have over a hundred differ-
ent varieties of indigenous plums in Wisconsin,—that some are
red and some are yellow, but those in one locality are three
times the size of those in another locality, while one is of a
good quality and the other not good. Now, this is about all
we know of them at the present time, and but few people in
Wisconsin probably know so much as this about their plums.
Add to this, that the plum is a very desirable fruit, that it is
almost impossible to grow the tame plum with us, and then
the importance of the exploration I ask for is in a measure ap-
parent. And let me add, as with the plum, so with the rasp-
berry, blackberry and other fruits. In all countries are found
localities where jparticular varieties of the same fruit grow
best. This is a fact sufficiently familiar to us all. Do we
know anything positive of the existence of these localities in
this state? Very little. 'With the great desire on the part of
our people to grow fruit, is it not desirable to ascertain whether
they exist atall? How is this to be done? By the blind
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and ruinous blundering on the part of men ignorant of the
first principles of horticulture, or by intelligent and systematic
research and inquiry ? Which of these courses is most condu-
cive to the intercst of the people? An exploration then, of
the kind I recommend, should have for its object, not only
the learning all that can be learnt of our indigenous fraits, but
the learning of all that can be learnt of those localities, where,
for good and sufficiently ascertained reasons, the people can
plant with the reasonable assurance of gathering the fruit. A
commission of this character, at an expense of a thousand
dollars, would, I have no doubt, if it did nothing more than
teach us which of our indigenous fruits, the plum for instance,
was most worthy of our efforts to improve by ecultivation, and
point out the best localities for fruits already domesticated, be
a saving to this state of a hundred thousand dollars within the
next ten years.

In connection with this suggestion, it ought not to be over-
looked that horticulture is not simply calculated to beautify
the land we live in, but to introduce among our people every
variety of fruit and vegetable which can contribute to health
or comfort. The art 1s but in its infancy among us, and to
judge by what it has done for usthe last fifteen vears by way
of introducing and originating new fruits and vegetables, it
would seem that a new world of productions necessary, or as
luxuries, is promised us within the next fifteen years. Will
the legislature help forward this work ?

A word or two about our experimental garden. This state,
horticulturally speaking, has distinguished itself daring the
past year in a way unprecedented in this country, so far as I
know, by the establishing of the state horticultural experimen-
tal garden and the giving of horticultural lectures in the state
university by the members of this society. The initiation of
such a work is work enough, as it seems to me for one year,
but its perfecting and completion must be the labor of many
men and many years. Its necessity and great advantage must
and will ensure its success. Its progress promises much.

I have spoken of the necessity for a more perfect union be-
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