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Introduction

The supplemental documents are intended to provide a fuller documenta-
tion and understanding of the debate over the ratification of the Constitution
in Georgia than was possible in the printed volume. This supplement con-
tains official documents, letters, and newspaper items which amplify Geor-
gians’ concern over their conflict with the Indians and their actions on the
Constitution.

Except for some photographic reproductions (facsimiles), the documents
consist mostly of literal transcripts. The documents are arranged chronologi-
cally except for those on particular subjects which are grouped together.
These groupings are:

* The Georgia Assembly Elects Delegates to the Constitutional Convention,
16 January-10 February 1787

* Newspaper Reports of the Election of Convention Delegates, 8-29 De-
cember 1787

* The Georgia Assembly Provides for the Expenses of the Convention, 16,
23, 24 January 1788

* Letters from Joseph Clay, Savannah, 4 April-20 August 1788

Facsimiles

This Supplement contains 6 facsimiles totaling 76 individual pages. These
facsimiles provide a visual representation of original documents, some of
which were difficult or impossible to transcribe.

References to these facsimiles (including the document number, title, and
footnotes) appear in the text portion of the Supplement with an indication
to visit the University of Wisconsin Digital Collection’s website (https://digital
Jibrary.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution) to view the documents themselves.

A list of facsimiles can be found at the end of the Table of Contents.

Appendix

Many newspaper items and pamphlets in the ratification debate had a re-
gional or national circulation. These items are printed in Commentaries on the
Constitution: Public and Private (CC). The Appendix in this volume lists these
Commentaries items that were printed or reprinted in Georgia.

viil



Symbols

Manuscripts
FC File Copy
MS Manuscript
RC Recipient’s Copy
RG Record Group
Tr Translation
Short Titles

Evans  Charles Evans, American Bibliography (12 vols., Chicago, 1903-1934).

Cross-references to Volumes of
The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution

Mfm  References to the supplements to the “RCS” volumes are cited as
“Mfm” followed by the abbreviation of the state and the number
of the document. For example: “Mfm:Ga. 12.” “Mfm” is also used
in the running headers as an aide to the reader, and are
especially helpful in multipage documents.

RCS References to the series of volumes titled Ratification of the
Constitution by the States are cited as “RCS” followed by the
abbreviation of the state and the page number. For example:
“RCS:Ga., 232.”
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Documents

1. The Constitution of the State of Georgia, 1777

& Toview this document, see Evans 15308, or visit the University of Wisconsin
Digital Collection at https://digital. library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

2. An Act for Opening the Land Office, and for Other Purposes therein
mentioned, 17 February 1783

¢ To view this document, see rvans 17952, or visit the University of Wisconsin
Digital Collection at https: //digital. library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

3 A-H. The Georgia Assembly Elects Delegates to the Constitutional Convention
16 January-10 February 1787

3-A. Assembly Proceedings, Tuesday, 16 January'

Sundry Letters from the Governors of other States address[ed] to his Honor
the late Governor were read and referred to a special Committee,
Ordered that Mr Seagrove, Mr Cecil and Mr. Weed be that Committee.

3-B. Assembly Proceedings, Tuesday, 23 January

Mr. Seagrove from the Committee to whom were referred a letter from John
Dickinson Esquire Chairman of a Commercial Convention held at Annapolis on
the fourteenth of August [1786?] and letters from several Governors of other
States, all advising of such Convention,? brought in a report, which, being
amend[ed] was agreed to, and is as follows.

“Your Committee are of opinion, that, as the Legislature of this State have by
their Act of the thirty first of July 1786—Vested Congress with certain powers
for the purpose of regulating trade agreeably to their recommendations;’ noth-
ing further ought to be done until the determination of Congress on that subject
be known.”

3-C. Assembly Proceedings, Friday, 26 January

A Message from his Honor the Governor accompanied with a Letter from the
Secretary of Congress of the 14th December and two letters from the Governor
of Virginia of the first and Sixth of December, were read, and ordered to be
referred to a special Committee, and that Mr. Baldwin Mr. Walt[on?] Mr. Jos:
Jackson, Mr. Jos: Habersham and Mr. Osborne, be that Committee.
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3-D. Governor Edmund Randolph to the State Executives, Richmond
1, 6 December 1786+

[1 December] I feel a peculiar satisfaction in forwarding to your exclly the
inclosed act of our Legislature. As it breathes a spirit truly foederal, and con-
tains an effort to support our general government which is now reduced to the
most awful crisis permit me to solicit your excellencys cooperation at this trying
moment

I have the honor &c.
Sent Decr. 2. 1786.

[6 December] My anxiety for the well-being of the foederal government will
not suffer me to risque so important a consideration upon the page of a single
letter. Your Excellency will therefore excuse me for again intruding on you with
the inclosed Act of our Legislature and repeating the request Urged in my Letter
of the Istinstant that you would give a zealous attention to the present American
Crisis.

The Gentlemen, appointed by Virginia for the Convention at Philadelphia,
are General Washington, Mr. Patrick Henry, the late Governor, Mr George
Wythe & Mr. John Blair, two of the Judges of the high Court of Chancery, Mr.
James Madison junr a member of Congress, Mr. George Mason a member of
the Legislature and myself—

3-E. Assembly Proceedings, Saturday, 3 February

Mr. James Jackson from the Committee to whom was referred the Letters from
the Governor of Virginia respecting the appointment of persons to attend a
federal Convention—reported

“A Bill to be entitled An Ordinance for the appointment of deputies from
this State for the purpose of revising the federal Constitution,” which was read
the first time.

3F. Assembly Proceedings, Thursday, 8 February

The house met agreeably to adjournment

A Bill to be entitled “An Ordinance for the appointment of deputies from
this State for the purpose of revising the foederal Constitution”—was read the
Second time—

Ordered that the said bill be sent to the Executive Council for their perusal
and advice, & that Mr. Graves & Mr. Patterson be the committee to carry the
same—

3-G. Assembly Proceedings, Friday, 9 February

The house met agreeably to adjournment

Mr. Wilkinson & Mr. Moore a Committee from the Executive Council re-
turned a bill to be entitled “An Ordinance for the appointment of deputies from
this State for the purpose of revising the feederal Constitution”—without any
proposed amendments—
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3-H. Assembly Proceedings, Saturday, 10 February
The Speaker signed the following Acts viz.
EEEEEE

“An Ordinance for the appointment of deputies from this State for the purpose
of revising the foederal Constitution”

1. The Assembly proceedings are taken from the manuscript Journal of the General
Assembly in the Georgia Department of Archives and History.

2. Presumably the circular letters from several governors announcing the appointments
of delegates to the Annapolis Convention. Also a reference to the report of the Annapolis
Convention and the covering letter signed by John Dickinson.

3. A reference to the congressional request of 1784 for a temporary grant of power to
regulate trade which was read a third time and passed on 31 July 1786 and signed by the
Speaker on 2 August.

4. FC, Executive Letter Book, 1 December 1786-5 December 1788, Virginia State Li-
brary.

4. From Alexander McGillivray, Little Talassee, Upper Creeks
20 January 1787!

NASSAU (New Providence) March 28.

The following is a copy of a letter from Mr. M’Gillivray, chief of the Creek
Indians, to his friend in this town. Our readers are already apprized that Mr.
M’Gillivray’s mother is a Creek, and, agreeable to the custom of the Indians, he
is therefore deemed one himself. His superior acquirements and eminent abil-
ities have raised him to the first place among his countrymen; what follows will
shew the zealous animated part he takes in whatever affects their interests.

“Little Talassee, Upper Creeks, Jan. 20, 1787.
“SIR,

“In return for your friendly communications, it is not often in my power to
furnish you with any thing worthy your attention, unless details of our disputes
with the Georgians can be deemed so—disputes which, on their parts, are as
frivolous as they are vexatious, and which, to all appearances, will not be termi-
nated otherwise than by the sword.

“You have been already made acquainted with the grounds of the differences
between us, from a copy of a letter that I wrote in 1784 to Governor Houstoun,
and which was published by some friend to my country. Repeated representa-
tions have followed that one for years, but without effecting the least change of
measures as to the encroachments made upon our hunting grounds by the Geor-
gians. Wearied out with ineffectual attempts to awaken in them a sense of justice
and equity, the nation was resolved not to behold with indifference a plan formed
to wrest from us the greater part of our most valuable territory. Accordingly in
April, 1786, we met in general convention, to deliberate upon what measures we
should adopt for frustrating the wicked designs of the Georgians. Finding that
moderate ones had been treated with insolent contempt, it was determined to
lift the red hatchet, in opposition to insolence and injustice. This was become
necessary for personal safety. Parties of Georgians, when employed in marking
out their usurpations, uninformedly attacked any of our people who chanced to
fall in their way, altho’” peaceably hunting game on our own ground.
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“Being influenced by motives of humanity, and unwilling to spread that de-
struction on their frontiers which the conduct of the Georgians merited, we
contented ourselves with sending out parties of warriors to drive from off our
Oconee lands all intruders who should be found thereon; and they had orders
not to destroy them, nor even to use force in any case wherein personal safety
did not render it absolutely necessary. This was in a great measure accomplished;
only six persons lost their lives on the part of the Georgians, and these fell victims
to their own temerity. This affair, which their iniquitous proceedings had drawn
upon them, has been held forth by the Georgians as the most violent, unpro-
voked outrage that was ever committed, and for which nothing can atone but
my life, and the lives of a number of our chiefs.

“In October 1786, the Georgians sent up a talk to the nation, inviting them
to a conference to be held at Oconee, and professing an anxious desire to have
all differences amicably adjusted. Having good grounds to question the sincerity
of these professions, the invitation was not accepted of, and only a few of our
people, from motives of curiosity, attended. The event proved the justice of our
suspicions. These messengers of peace were attended by 1500 men in arms; and
plans of the most attrocious nature against our persons were concerted. These
they attempted to effect upon the credulous few of our nation who met them;
but the spirited conduct of some of them alarming the Georgians, prevented
the accomplishment of their pe[r]fidious designs, and this armed force, which,
in the event of their failing in the design of seizing our persons, was to spread
devastation and destruction throughout our country, was obliged to retreat pre-
cipitately, after having disgraced themselves by an abortive attempt to engage
those Indians who met them to murder several innocent traders specified by
name, and to procure the assassination of the chiefs who were the supporters
of their country, and of course hostile to the Georgians.

“I have reason to believe that in the ensuing spring they will offer some fresh
propositions to us. I mean to hold our annual grand convention in April next,
when the truce granted the Georgians will expire. Then it will be determined
whether hostilities shall commence, or a peace be concluded; and then, sir, you
shall again hear from me. I am, &c.

ALEXANDER M’GILLIVRAY.”

1. Pennsylvania Gazelte, 30 May 1787.

5. Philanthropos, Georgia State Gazette, 17 March 1787

Asque pauperibus prodest, locupletibus aeque,
Aique neglectum pueris senibusque nocebit.
Hor.

Mr. Printer, This country may be considered as advancing fast to maturity.
Like a youth arrived to age we are become our own guardians. Our fortunes are
in our own hands, and our success will very much depend upon the conduct we
preserve and the character we establish. If we trifle with public business, and
neglect our great national interests, we shall be torn to pieces with dissentions
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at home, we shall be despised, insulted, and subjected to every kind of loss, and
injury by foreign nations.

The first great principle in the composition of national prosperity, is a love
of our country. Without this principle, monarchies may indeed exist, but they
are very weak and languid: without this principle republics cannot exist at all.
This principle is that virtue which the great Montesquieu insists upon as so es-
sential to the welfare of a commonwealth. This principle subsisted in its full force
in all the free governments that ever flourished on earth. They have all declined
and sunk into slavery and ruin, as fast as this principle declined. It should there-
fore be the great object of every good man to cultivate this principle. But how
is this to be effected? Libertas & natale solum; freedom and our native soil, doubt-
less have great attractions. These are vast sources of attachment to our country;
but they alone are not sufficient. An opinion of the wisdom and justice of gov-
ernment is also necessary; without this the love of our country will languish. No
man, be he native or foreigner, can maintain an entire affection for his country,
if her councils are guided by folly or injustice.—Next to the love of liberty in
the human breast, may be ranked the desire of acquiring and preserving prop-
erty. Few men, that have tasted the blessings of civil society, will be contented
with the enjoyment of liberty alone, if their property be not also secured to
them. Who would labour if he could not enjoy the fruits of his labour? That
portion of our property which is necessary to the public service, if it be called
for in equal and just proportions, most men will part with chearfully; but when
the hand of power is laid upon the property of individuals, wantonly, needlessly,
or in proportions that are manifestly partial and unequal, they will arraign the
justice of their country, they will abhor its government, they will desert the public
service, they will ever execrate the land of their nativity. Every considerate man
will reflect, that fraud naturally leads to violence. That from withholding what is
due the transition is very easy to the snatching property out of our possession—
That they are the effects of the same principle. Jealousy, uneasiness, and disaf-
fection, will speedily consume the love of our country. That nation will be truly
miserable, will be feeble, will be despised by itself and foreigners, where wisdom
and justice do not govern, where property is not held sacred. These are un-
doubtedly solemn truths; and they ought to be seriously considered by us when
we are setting out in the career of national independence. We have it in our
power to be happy at home, to be respected abroad. But to effect this, it will be
very necessary to be attentive to the preservation of public credit, to satisfy the
public creditors of every kind, in short, to enable the people to consider their
money when deposited in the public funds, as equally safe, or more so, than
when it is vested in any species of property. The historian pathetically laments
the condition of Rome, when she was declining from her ancient integrity and
glory, and verging fast to that horrible destruction, which afterwards over-
whelmed her, “That she had come to hold that for honest which was profitable,
and that for honorable which was convenient.” Should Georgia become so pros-
tituted and base as to adopt this rule in the management of her public affairs;
let it be remembered that we do not possess the stability of ancient establish-
ments to save us from speedy ruin. The people of this country in general wish
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to do what is right. They need only be warned, and they will not suffer themselves
to be deluded. Some shocks have been given indeed to our old notions of in-
tegrity; perhaps they were inevitable. At all events they had better be overlooked.
They may be repaired, and public confidence may yet be restored. But it is high
time that we set about it. If this subject be much longer neglected, our boasted
independence will be but a name. I mean these observations as a prelude to
some future remarks on the subject of public credit.
Augusta, March 6, 1787.

6. Georgia State Gazette, 21 July 1787

We hear with great satisfaction, that the Convention for revising the Confed-
eration is now assembled, and doing business at Philadelphia. Among the many
important matters to be taken under consideration by that august body, the
following are said to be the principles: 1st. That the Thirteen States be divided
into three distinct Republics, who ought to leak together for their common de-
fence, as so many separate governments, independent of each other. 2dly. If the
Thirteen States remain as they are confederated, to lessen their sovereignty, by
abolishing their State Legislatures, and leaving the whole laws to be made by the
national Congress, Assembly or Parliament. 3dly. The Thirteen States to remain
as they are, except that their laws be revised by Congress, so as to make the whole
act in conformity as of one, and the Executive Powers of Congress enlarged. —
It is much to be wished the latter may be adopted.

7. Governor George Mathews to William Few and William Pierce
Augusta, 9 August 1787!

From a wish that you may be informed, and through You the Honble the
Congress of the United States, of the situation of this State, with the Creek
Indians I do myself the pleasure to enclose you two Talks I have received from
that Nation, with my answers thereto from which it appears there is reason to
expect this State will be compeled to engage in a War with them, it would ill
become a free-people and more particularly those of Georgia to give Satisfaction
for the Warriors that have been killed for Murders commited on our peaceable
Inhabita[nts] in violation of the most Solemn treaties entered into with us, as
this State has experienced many and repeated injuries from that Nation during
the late War with Great Britain, such as killing our Inhabitants and plundering
us of our property all of which we were willing to sacrafice rather than continue
the War a day longer than the United States wished to crown the Union with
peace

That you may be as well informed as the nature and Situation of matters will
admit, it is needful that I should inform you, that from letters I received from
James White esqr Agent for Indian Affairs for the Southern Department dated
last March and April, there was some reason to think the Indians were not per-
fectly for peace, and on his return to the State he informed me that they assured
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him that no hostilities should be commited or injury done to this State before
August, or until they received an answer from Congress, or him, but in direct
Violation of this promise, they did on the 29 day of May in the County of Greene
kill and scalp two Men, and carried off a Negro and fourteen horses—a party
of Militia crossed the Oconee River in pursuit of the murderers, fell in with
some Indians of that Nation and killed twelve, which from the first talk I received
appears to be of the lower Towns, and the murderers from the upper Towns,
which is the distinction they make, from their Talk I thought we were to have
peace, as they remark, it was impossible for us to tell whether it was the Upper
or lower Creeks that had done the murder, or been killed by our men. Their
Talk of the 27 of July insolently demands the Officer that Commanded the party
and as many of his Men to be delivered to them, as will make satisfaction for the
twelve Warriors they have lost, candor compels me to say, when I think of this
insolent demand, the repeated alarms they have given our frontiers, and the
injury the State sustains from them, that I feel my blood run warm in my Veins,
and a just impulse to chastise them for their insolence and perfidy. and I think
it my indispensible duty if they commit hostilities on this State, to take the most
effectual means in my power for the defence of the same, by carrying the War
into their Country or such other measures as may be most for the Safety and
happyness of the Inhabitants of this Country.

1. FC, Governors’ Letterbooks, 1786-89, Georgia Department of Archives and History.

8. Governor George Mathews, Proclamation, Augusta, 9 August 17871

GEORGIA.
By the Honorable GEORGE MATHEWS,
Esq. Captain General, Governor and
Commander in Chief in and over the said State.
A Proclamation.

WHEREAS there is just reason to apprehend by dispatches received from the
Creek nation, that hostilities will very shortly commence on the part of the In-
dians, renders it absolutely necessary that the Legislature should be convened,
in order to deliberate on measures for the defence of the State: I HAVE
THEREFORE thought fit, by and with the advice and consent of the Honorable
the Executive Council, to issue this my Proclamation notifying the same, and
requiring the attendance of the General Assembly of the said State, at Augusta,
on Thursday, the 20th day of September next, for the dispatch of public busi-
ness.

Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of the said State, at Augusta, this ninth
Day of August, in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and
Eighty-Seven, and of our Sovereignty and Independence the Twelfth.

GEORGE MATHEWS.

By His Honor’s Command,

J. Milton, Sec’y.

GOD SAVE THE STATE!

1. Georgia State Gazette, 11 August.
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9. Georgia State Gazette, 1 September 1787

Extract of a letter from Philadelphia, July 7.

In regard to news we have none, much is expected from the result of the
Convention, but nothing has as yet transpired nor will any of their proceedings
be known to the public before they break up, and perhaps not immediately then,
for the greatest secrecy is adhered to by the members of that august body; and
what is daily seen in the public prints, is without the least foundation.

10. Gazette of the State of Georgia, 20 September 1787

The Federal Convention is not expected to break up ’till the first of next
month.

11. Georgia State Gazette, 22 September 1787

Thursday last was the day on which the attendance of the General Assembly
of this state was required by His Honor the Governor’s Proclamation—Yesterday
some members met, and recommended to the Honorable the Executive Council
to proclaim the State to be in alarm:—also to send for absent members.

12. General Elijah Clarke to Governor George Mathews, Long Creek
24 September 1787!

Your favour of the 19th inst. I have received, and am informed that the arms
and ammunition mentioned, have arrived at Washington.

I had certain information that a man was killed on the 14th near Greenes-
borough, by a party of 6 or 7 Indians; and that on the 16th, Colonel Barber,
with a small party, was waylaid by 50 or 60 Indians, and wounded, and three of
his party killed. This, and the information contained in Mr. Barnard’s last letter,
and a variety of other accounts equally alarming, determined me to raise what
men I could in the course of twenty-four hours, and marched with them to
protect the frontiers, in which space of time, I collected 160 men, chiefly vol-
unteers, and proceeded to the place where Colonel Barber had been attacked;
there I found the bodies of the three men mentioned above, mangled in a
shocking manner, and after I had buried them, proceeded on the trail of the
murderers as far as the South fork of the Oakmulgee, where, finding I had no
chance of overtaking them, I left it, and went up the said river until I met with
a fresh trail of Indians coming in towards our frontier settlements; I immediately
turned, and followed this trail until the morning of the 21st, between 11 and 12
o’clock, when I came up with them. They had just crossed a branch called Jack’s
creek, through a thick cane-brake, and were encamped on cooking on an emi-
nence. My force then consisted of 130 men, 30 having been sent back on account
of their horses tired and lost. I drew up my men in three divisions, the right
commanded by Colonel Freeman, the left by Major Clarke, and the centre by
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myself. Colonel Freeman and Major Clarke were ordered to surround and charge
the Indians, which they did with such dexterity and spirit, that they immediately
drove them from their encampment back into the cane-brake, where, finding it
impossible for them to escape, they obstinately returned our fire until half past
four o’clock, when they ceased, except now and then a shot.

During the latter part of the action, they seized every opportunity of escaping
by small parties, leaving the rest to shift for themselves. About sunset I thought
it most adviseable to draw off, as the men had suffered for want of provision
nearly two days, and for want of water during the action, but more particularly
to take care of the wounded, which amounted to eleven, and six killed. From
every circumstance, I am certain there were not less than 25 Indians killed, and
am induced to suppose that, could I have staid all night, I must have found 40
or 50 dead of their wounds by the morning;—in short they were totally defeated,
with the loss of their provisions, cloathing, &c.—consisting of the following
particulars; 2 guns, 32 brass-kettles, and 87 large packs, containing blankets,
matchcoats, boots, mawkasens, tawmahawkes, pipes, upwards of 100 halters and
bridles, &c. from all which, I judge their number was fully equal to our’s. Colonel
Freeman and Major Clarke distinguished themselves, and from the spirit and
bravery with which the whole of my little party acted during the action, I do not
believe that, had we met them in the open woods, we should have been more
than five minutes in giving them a total overthrow.

While I was on this excursion, two skirmishes happened near Greenesbor-
ough, in one of which one man was wounded, and in the other six stand of arms
lost, being guarded by only two men, while the rest of the party was gathering
fodder.

Should there not be a house made, I flatter myself, you will afford the back
country all the support in your power. Indeed I cannot proceed much farther
without your assistance; the general scarcity of provisions in this part of the State,
points out the necessity of supplies from below, indeed men cannot be drawn
out without it; the delays that this would occasion, would be fatal to the frontiers.
Had I not fallen in with that chosen party of Indians, every circumstance be-
speaks their design to distress the back settlers, and I think that Allen’s mill, or
lower, would by this time have become a frontier settlement; and I am convinced
that if the back settlers once break, they will not stop with us.

I have now to beg your attention to the unfortunate wounded, who are at
Read’s Fort, a Doctor, some wine, tea, coffee and sugar are indispensably nec-
essary.

I shall expect an answer to this as early as possible, and should wish to be
informed of the probability of a House being made, if that event should not
already have taken place;—I think that the necessity of activity on, and attention
to, our frontiers, will prevent my attendance, should the House convene.

1. Georgia State Gazelte, 29 September 1787. Also printed in the Gazelte of the State of
Georgia, 4 October.
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13. William Pierce to St. George Tucker, New York, 28 September 1787!

You ask me for such information as I can, with propriety, give you, respecting
the proceedings of the [Constitutional] Convention. In my letter from Phila-
delphia, in July last, I informed you that every thing was covered with a veil of
secresy. It is now taken off, and the great work is presented to the public for their
consideration. I enclose you a copy of it, with the letter which accompanies the
Constitution.

You will probably be surprised at not finding my name affixed to it; and will,
no doubt, be desirous of having a reason for it. Know then, Sir, that I was absent
in New York on a piece of business so necessary that it became unavoidable. I
approve of its principles and would have signed it with all my heart, had I been
present. To say, however, that I consider it as perfect, would be to make an
acknowledgment immediately opposed to my judgment. Perhaps it is the only
one that will suit our present situation. The wisdom of the Convention was equal
to something greater; but a variety of local circumstances, the inequality of states,
and the dissonant interests of the different parts of the Union, made it impos-
sible to give it any other shape or form.

The great object of this new government is to consolidate the Union, and to
give us the appearance and power of a nation. The inconvenience of the differ-
ent states meeting on the footing of compleat equality, and as so many sovereign
powers confederated, has been severely felt by the Union at large; and it is to
remedy this evil that something like a national institution has become necessary.
The condition of America demands a change; we must sooner or later be con-
vulsed if we do not have some other government than the one under which we
at present live. The old Federal Constitution is like a ship bearing under the
weight of a tempest; it is trembling, and just on the point of sinking. If we have
not another bark to take us up we shall all go down together. There are periods
in the existence of a political society that require prompt and decisive measures;
I mean that point of time between a people’s running into anarchy and an
anxious state of the public mind to be rescued from its approaching mischiefs
by the intervention of some good and efficient government. That is precisely the
situation in which we seem to be placed. A question then arises, Shall we have
this government, or shall we run into confusion? It is with the people to decide
the alternative.

I am well aware that objections will be made to this new government when
examined in the different states; some will oppose it from pride, some from self-
interest, some from ignorance, but the greater number will be of that class who
will oppose it from a dread of its swallowing up the individuality of the states.
Local circumstances will weigh against the general interest, and no respect will
be paid to all the parts aggregated which compose the Confederacy. Good as
well as bad men will probably unite their interest to oppose it, and some small
convulsions may possibly happen in some of the states before it is adopted, but
I'am certain it is the ark that is to save us. I therefore hope and trust it will be
accepted. It is a difficult point to concentrate thirteen different interests so as to
give general and complete satisfaction: But as individuals in society (to use an
old hackneyed and well-known principle) give up a part of their natural rights
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to secure the rest, so the different states should render a portion of their interests
to secure the good of the whole. Was this question proposed to each of the states
separately, “What kind of government is best calculated for the people of the
United States?” there would be as many different opinions as there are different
Interests. It would be like the decisions of the seven wise men of Greece, who
were called on, at the Court of Periander, to give their sentiments on the nature
of a perfect commonwealth.—they all judged differently, but they all judged
right, in the view each man had of it.

Many objections have been already started to the Constitution because it
was not founded on a Bill of Rights; but I ask how such a thing could have
been effected; I believe it would have been difficult in the extreme to have
brought the different states to agree in what probably would have been pro-
posed as the very first principle, and that is, “that all men are born equally free
and independent.” Would a Virginian have accepted it in this form? Would he
not have modified some of the expressions in such a manner as to have injured
the strong sense of them, if not to have buried them altogether in ambiguity and
uncertainty?

In my judgment, when there are restraints on power, to prevent its invading
the positive rights of a people, there is no necessity for any such thing as a Bill
of Rights. I conceive civil liberty is sufficiently guarded when personal security,
personal liberty, and private property, are made the peculiar care of government.
Now the defined powers of each department of the government, and the re-
straints that naturally follow, will be sufficient to prevent the invasion of either
of those rights. Where then can be the necessity for a Bill of Rights? It is with
diffidence I start this question; I confess I cannot help doubting the negative
quality which it conveys, as some of the greatest men I ever knew have objected
to the government for no other reason but because it was not bottomed with a Bill
of Rights; men whose experience and wisdom are sufficient to give authority and
support to almost any opinion they may choose to advance.

I set this down as a truth founded in nature, that a nation habituated to free-
dom will never remain quiet under an invasion of its liberties. The English his-
tory presents us with a proof of this. At the Conquest that nation lost their
freedom, but they never were easy or quiet until the true balance between liberty
and prerogative was established in the reign of Charles the second. The absolute
rights of Englishmen are founded in nature and reason, and are coeval with the
English Constitution itself. They were always understood and insisted on by them
as well without as with a Bill of Rights. This same spirit was breathed into the
Americans, and they still retain it, nor will they, I flatter myself, ever resign it to
any power, however plausible it may seem. The Bill of Rights was not introduced
into England until the Revolution of 1688, (upwards of 600 years after the Con-
quest) when the Lords and Commons presented it to the Prince and Princess of
Orange. And afterwards, the same rights were asserted in the Act of Settlement
at the commencement of the present century, when the Crown was limited to
the House of Hanover. It was deemed necessary to introduce such an instrument
to satisfy the public mind in England, not as a bottom to the Constitution, but
as a prop to it; and hereafter, if the same necessity should exist in America, it
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may be done by an act of the Legislature here, so that the Constitution not being
founded on a Bill of Rights I conceive will not deprive it at any future time of
being propt by one, should it become necessary.

A defect is found by some people in this new Constitution, because it has not
provided, except in criminal cases, for Trial by Jury. I ask if the Trial by Jury in
civil cases is really and substantially of any security to the liberties of a people.
In my idea the opinion of its utility is founded more in prejudice than in reason.
I cannot but think that an able Judge is better qualified to decide between man
and man than any twelve men possibly can be. The trial by jury appears to me
to have been introduced originally to soften some of the rigors of the feodal
system, as in all the countries where that strange policy prevailed, they had,
according to Blackstone, “a tribunal composed of twelve good men, true boni
homines, usually the vassals or tenants of the Lord, being the equals or peers of
the parties litigant.” This style of trial was evidently meant to give the tenants a
check upon the enormous power and influence of their respective Lords; and,
considered in that point of view, it may be said to be a wise scheme of juridical
polity; but applied to us in America, where every man stands upon a footing of
independence, and where there is not, and I trust never will be, such an odious
inequality between Lord and tenant as marked the times of a Regner or an
Egbert, is useless, and I think altogether unnecessary; and, if I was not in the
habit of respecting some of the prejudices of very sensible men, I should declare
it ridiculous. An Englishman to be sure will talk of it in raptures; it is a virtue in
him to do so, because it is insisted on in Magna Charta (that favorite instrument
of English liberty) as the great bulwark of the nation’s happiness. But we in
America never were in a situation to feel the same benefits from it that the
English nation have. We never had any thing like the Norman trial by battle, nor
great Lords presiding at the heads of numerous tribes of tenants whose influ-
ence and power we wished to set bounds to.

As to trial by jury in criminal cases, it is right, it is just, perhaps it is indis-
pensable,—the life of a citizen ought not to depend on the fiat of a single
person. Prejudice, resentment, and partiality are among the weaknesses of hu-
man nature, and are apt to pervert the judgment of the greatest and best of
men. The solemnity of the trial by jury is suited to the nature of criminal cases,
because, before a man is brought to answer the indictment, the fact or truth of
every accusation is inquired into by the Grand Jury, composed of his fellow
citizens, and the same truth or fact afterwards (should the Grand Jury find the
accusation well founded) is to be confirmed by the unanimous suffrage of twelve
good men, “superior to all suspicion.” I do not think there can be a greater
guard to the liberties of a people than such a mode of trial on the affairs of life
and death. But here let it rest.

The most solid objection I think that can be made to any part of the new
government is the power which is given to the Executive Department; it appears
rather too highly mounted to preserve exactly the equilibrium. The authority
which the President holds is as great as that possessed by the King of England.
Fleets and armies must support him in it. I confess however that I am at a loss
to know whether any government can have sufficient energy to effect its own
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ends without the aid of a military power. Some of the greatest men differ in
opinion about this point. I will not pretend to decide it.

It requires very little wisdom or foresight to see into the consequences of the
government when put compleatly in motion. You will observe that one branch
of the Legislature is to come from the People, the other from the several State
Legislatures; one is to sympathize with the people at large, the other with the
sovereignty of the states, but the suffrages of the two are unequal; the House of
Commons will have sixty-five votes, whilst the Senate has only twenty-six. Some
of the states will have eight and ten Members in the Lower House, some only
two or three, but all will have an equal number in the Senate. The Judicial Power
is to extend “to controversies between two or more states, between a state and
citizens of another state, between citizens of different states, between citizens of
the same state claiming lands under grants of different states, and between a
state and the citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens, or subjects.” And the
President is to be Commander in Chief of the Fleets and Armies of the United
States and the Militia of the states when called into the service of the Union. All
this taken collectively forms such a power independent of the states as must
eventually draw from them all their remaining sovereignty. Whether such a thing
is desirable or not let every man appeal to his own judgment to determine. It is
clearly my opinion that we had better be consolidated than to remain any longer
a confederated republic.

I would say something about the Article of Commerce, but it involves in it so
much inquiry and calculation that I will reserve it for another letter. I know the
most popular opposition in Virginia will be founded on this head, but I think it
can be proven beyond a doubt that a uniform regulation of its principles will
secure lasting and equal advantages to every part of the empire. If this right had
at first been lodged in the hands of Congress, we should not at this day be in
the condition we are.

1. Gazette of the State of Georgia, 20 March 1788. The letter was printed under a Virginia
dateline with the title “Extract of a letter from the Hon. William Pierce, Esq. to St. George
Tucker, Esq. dated New York, Sept. 28, 1787.”

14. James Habersham to John Habersham, Pierces’s, 2 October 1787!

We arrived here last Evening, and meant to have set off early this Morg, but
it now rains so hard that I fear we shall make but a small days Journey.—however
We shall lose as little time as possible, as we understand the Members at Augusta
are rather impatient—Genl. [Elijah?] Clarkes Skirmish with the Indians was mis-
represented, at least, the Genls. Letter (a Copy of which Col. [Benjamin] Fish-
burne carries down to be published in the Gazette) gives a very different Acct.
of the Matter—?2 It seems Clarke attacked them, killed 25, and wou’d have given
them a complete overthrow had not the Indians sheltered themselves in a Cane
Brake—Clarke brought of[f] all his wounded which looks well. I need not Enter
into particulars as yo’ll no doubt have a Sight of the Genls. Letter—
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I will be obliged to you to endeavor to Dispose of the 4 blls Rice, and send
me up 20 Dollars by the first Safe oppy.—I wou’d rather the money was lodged
at Mr Pierces—as I have been obliged to hire a Horse of the Old Man and have
left one wth him to have well fed till I return, so that I can let the Money remain
in his hands or order it out as I think proper.—If the reserve shou’d be so low
as to admit of the Negroes digging the dirt away from before the Gates of the
Saw Mill and clearing away the logs and trash I shou’d be glad to have it done—
I shall write you again as soon as I reach Augusta in the Mean time beleive me
Dear Brother

1. RC, Sol Feinstone Collection of the American Revolution, American Philosophical
Society Library.

2. For Clarke’s letter, see Mfm:Ga. 12.

15. Joseph Habersham to Isabella Habersham, Augusta, 5 October 1787
(excerpt)!

We got here last Wednesday evening and found about thirty members of the
Assembly in town; but not being a sufficient number to form a house, it was
agreed upon by all present to meet again on Monday week, by which time it was
expected that an additional number of members will then attend to make a
house. It is very necessary at this time, as the indians are in the settlements and
have drove in all the settlers (a few excepted who are in forts) to this side of
Ogeechee. I have no doubt that as soon as a sufficient number of men can be
got together they will give them a check. They have already received a pretty
severe one from Genl. Clark.

I have been very particular in my letters to my brother John what I would have
done on the plantation during my absence, and Mr. Downer will apply to my
brother or Mr. Gibbons for directions whenever he is at a loss. . . .

1. Printed: Ulrich B. Phillips, ed., “Some Letters of Joseph Habersham,” Georgia Historical
Quarterly, X (1926), 155.

16. Joseph Habersham to John Habersham, Augusta, 21 October 1787!

Mr. Long is just setting off for Savannah, and I have only time to inform you
that we made a house on Wednesday and the committee on indian affairs re-
ported to the house last evening, which is ordered to be taken up tomorrow. As
soon as the business is compleated you shall hear fully from me. Pray make my
best respects to Dr. McLeod. I received his letter by Dr. Bond, and will do myself
the pleasure of answering it tomorrow by a man who my brother sends down
and who will be in very soon after Long.

1. Printed: Ulrich B. Phillips, ed., “Some Letters of Joseph Habersham,” Georgia Historical
Quarterly, X (1926), 156.
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17. Assembly Proceedings, Friday, 26 October 1787!

The House met agreeably to adjournment.

The Speaker laid before the House a letter from Mr. James Jones resigning
the appointment of a justice of the peace for the County of Burke; also a letter
from Mr. Nathan Brownson resigning his office as a commissioner appointed to
fix on a proper place for the seat of government.

Ordered that the resignation of the aforesaid gentlemen to the several offices
they were appointed to be accepted.

The House proceeded to the further consideration of the second reading of
the bill to be entitled “An Act for suppressing violence of the Indians.”

On a motion by Mr. Jos. Habersham that the following clause be inserted in
the said bill: “And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid that it shall and may
be lawful for His Honor the Governor and Executive Council for the time being
to receive any proposals that may be offered on the part of the said Indians, and
if of such a nature to make it necessary to suspend all hostilities with them until
the legislature can be called to determine on the said propositions.”

On the question for the amendment aforesaid, the yeas and nays being re-
quired are as follow:

Yeas. James Habersham, Jos. Habersham, Thos. Gibbons, Clay, John Jones,
Lawson, Rees, Crawford, Sea. Jones, McNiel, Talliaferro, Merriwether, Clark,
Graves, Bacon, Dowse, Mclver, Osgood, Wood, Lyman, and Walton, 21.

Nays. Howell, Lanier, Jos. Jackson, Lewis, Little, Telfair, Kemp, Few, Saunders,
Carr, A. Fort, Talbot, Sullivan, Heard, Seagrove, Watts, O. Fort, Bankston, Run-
nolds, Carnes, Love, Christmas, Thomas, Greir, Abercrombie, Fitspatrick,
Cessna, 27.

Ordered that the bill to be entitled “An Act for suppressing the violence of
the Indians” be sent to the Executive Council for their perusal and advice, and
that Mr. Carr and Mr. Thomas be the committee to carry the same.

[At this point the Journal contains the resolutions calling the state Conven-
tion. (RCS:Ga. 232-33)].

Mr. Carr from the committee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill to be
entitled “An Act to amend some parts of the Act for regulating the Courts of
Law” brought in the same which was received and read the first time.

A petition from the inhabitants of the County of Chatham praying that
several alterations may take place in the constitution of the state was received
and read.

Ordered that the same be filed in the office of the clerk to this House.

The House adjourned till tomorrow morning, 9 o’clock.

1. MS, Journal of the General Assembly, Georgia Department of Archives and His-
tory.
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18. Charles Thomson to the Governors of Georgia and North and
South Carolina, 27 October 1787!

The United States in Congress Assembled being informed that there is a prob-
ability that hostilities may have commenced or are on the eve of commencing
between the State of North-Carolina and the Cherokee Nation of Indians, and
between the State of Georgia and the creek nation of Indians; and being anxious
to restore and preserve peace & harmony between the said States, and the said
Indians, have passed the resolutions and instructions which are herewith en-
closed.

By these your Excellency will see that the States of North Carolina, South
Carolina and Georgia are authorised each to appoint one Commissioner—that
the said Commissioners in conjunction with the Superintendant of Indian Affairs
for the Southern department or in his absence by themselves, may negotiate a
treaty for establishing peace between the United States and the tribes of Indians
in the Southern department: and that a sum of money is appropriated for this
business.

It now rests with those States to give efficacy to these resolves, and I am per-
suaded your Excellency will, as far as in your power take the necessary steps for
carrying into execution the good intentions of Congress.

P.S. The Instructions are to be considered as private and to be delivered to
the Commissioner when chosen, for his Government.

1. FC, RG 360, Papers of the Continental Congress, Item 18, Letter Books of the Sec-
retary of Congress, 1779-89, Letter Book B, 135-36, National Archives.

19. Gazette of the State of Georgia, 1 November 1787!

The Honourable the House of Assembly of this state, we are informed, have
recommended the electing of Delegates to a Convention, for taking under con-
sideration the new Federal Constitution, on the first Tuesday of December next,
at the same time that Members are chosen for the General Assembly.

1. Reprinted nineteen times from South Carolina to New Hampshire by 20 December.

20. Gazette of the State of Georgia, 8 November 1787!

A writer in a late Philadelphia newspaper, under the signature of the CEN-
TINEL, asserts, that “the proposed plan of government has none of the essential
requisites of a free government; that it is neither founded on those balancing,
restraining powers, recommended by Mr. Adams, and attempted in the British
Constitution, or possessed of that responsibility to its constituents which, in his
opinion, is the only effectual security for the liberties and happiness of the peo-
ple; but, on the contrary, that it is the most daring attempt to establish a despotick
aristocracy among freemen that the world has ever witnessed.”

1. Reprinted from the Maryland Journal, 16 October.
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21. New York Daily Advertiser, 12 November 1787

Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Georgia, to his friend in this city, dated the 18th
of October.

“The Savannah, and Augusta Gazettes will give you the story of the Indian
war. What is precisely the state of facts, it is difficult from the present information
to determine. The secret, dark, and bloody attack of Indians is commonly so
colored by the fright it occasions, that it is difficult to know the truth even from
the persons who were present. Their accounts will be so different, that within a
few days they circulate, as so many separate and distinct attacks. The four or five
which you see mentioned in September, all originate from the killing and scalp-
ing the boy and girl on the 17th ult. in the county of Washington.

“The first question is, what was the cause that set them in motion at this time?
I find it is very industriously circulated by those who wish to give a bad complex-
ion to every thing that concerns our government, that it originates from the
cruel and abusive policy of the state towards them. I have too much confidence
in your candor and good sense, to believe you capable of harbouring such public
slander without enquiring into the information. If you will give yourself the
trouble of examining the different laws and regulations of this state on those
subjects, you will find them in general dictated by a very just, and liberal policy
towards them, and that measures have invariably been pursued to prevent, as far
as possible, all encroachments on the Indian rights. I wish there might not be
greater grounds of charge against the United States in their treatment of the
Indians northwest of the Ohio.

“The half-breed M’Gillivray, the natural son of a former inhabitant of this
state, by an Indian woman, has been attempting, for this year past, to instigate
the Upper Creeks to lay claim to part of three of the frontier counties of this
state, which are two or three hundred miles distant from their towns, and never
were their hunting grounds. These lands were purchased, principally, and a great
part of them granted out by Governor Wright, previous to the late war. This was
acknowledged, and compleated, as a condition of the peace made with them at
the close of the war, in which they had continually born arms against the state.
The Indians appeared in general well satisfied; I have myself seen them at trea-
ties, in large collections of the principal men of their nation, at different times
for two years afterwards, mark out the established boundary line of our frontier
counties, which they appeared in general to acknowledge as the boundary be-
tween us and them, and I never heard or knew of any objection to it during that
time. M’Gillivray has certainly been using his utmost endeavours, for some time
past, to excite an uneasiness among them. I have reason to believe he is con-
nected with some individuals within these states, and that if he can succeed in
pushing our inhabitants back to the River Ogeechee, as he says, which will leave
our state to be in breadth but about thirty miles, he has already secured to
himself the Indians claim, and thus a tract of country which is now the property
and support of not less than a thousand families, will belong solely to himself
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and his associates, my opinion of him is, that his designs are wicked and unwar-
rantable, and that the peace and happiness of the Indians is not at all the object.

“The Indians have appeared in general to be very indifferent to his measures,
probably some small scalping parties may have come under his influence. I am
not certain that our present disturbances arise from any other cause, than that
which has been so long known, and so often deplored in every part of America,
the impossibility of controlling the crimes and passions of Indians, or of the
rude and unmanageable inhabitants of a frontier. The party thatkilled the young
man in Green county in the month of May, appear to have done it for the sake
of stealing the Negro who was with him, and that they might escape without being
pursued. The neighbours and relations of the young man pursuing the track of
the villains, in the height of their rage, unfortunately fell upon a hunting party of
Indians who were not concerned in the mischief, and slaughtered a great part of
them. This may have been the sole cause of all that has yet happened.

“Revenge, the strong passion of savage nature, is now so much enkindled, that
large parties are in motion on both sides. I am not without my fears that the
lower towns of the Indians have by this time been attacked and very probably
destroyed, which must inevitably bring on a very general Indian war.

“How to prevent such mischief, is a question in which humanity is greatly
interested. Mere laws and punishments, in their ordinary administration in civil
society, prove entirely ineffectual to the control of such mad, and lawless subjects.
Let it be tried in every form, and I scarcely think there are any proper measures
of that sort which we have not tried, even to severe corporal punishment, it will
be found on trial, that a constant military force, and that only can ever keep
peace on the frontiers. These disturbances are commonly brought on by a few
individuals, a small well appointed guard would be entirely sufficient to over-awe
them on both sides. This measure has long been in contemplation, and at this
time I think the peace, policy and reputation of the State, render it indispensably
necessary.”

22. Jean-Baptiste Petry to Maréchal de Castries, Charleston
16 November 1787 (excerpt)!

The Legislature of Georgia, Sir, which is now assembled, has just passed a
resolution so that a Convention will be chosen during the first days of the next
month in order to take this new constitution into consideration and reject or
adopt it in full or in part. [It] has set the 4th Tuesday of the following month as
the day when the members must assemble in Augusta for this purpose.

ok ok ok ok ok

Georgia, Sir, is in a very critical and alarming situation for her inhabitants.
They have left the frontiers in order to withdraw to the interior of the country.
The indians have committed murders and depredations twelve leagues from
Savannah. Some measures are being taken to protect the City.

The legislature that the Governor of Georgia summoned since last August in
order to take measures to repel their violence was only able to assemble on the
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20th [18th] of last month. It passed an act which orders that the Creeks be con-
sidered outside of the protection of the state and that will permit the Governor
and the people to put them to death and to take them anywhere or else to [push]
them back within their Limits; it ordered the raising of 3000 men with whom
they will form four regiments and it gives each of them 640 acres of land as
recompense for their services and it imposed a tax of 6 1/4 per Cent on all
properties in order to provide for the expenses of war. The inhabitants can
refrain from marching in the militia only by delivering 100 pounds of powder
and 200 of lead shot to the public magazines. These vigorous measures will
probably [before long?] bring back the peace between this state and the indians,
but it will only be durable as long as the government punishes the inhabitants
who usurp their country or molest them and shows that it is able to give them
satisfaction as well as ask for it. The grand jury of several Counties, in the griev-
ances that it presented at the time of the session of the courts of justice, par-
ticularly recommended to the legislature to make the strictest search in order to
Discover the instigators of this war and to make examples of them.

1. RC (Tr), Correspondance Politique, I:]tats-Unis, Supplement, Vol. IV, ff. 315-17, Ar-
chives du Ministeére des Affaires Etrangeres, Paris, France.

23. Antoine R. C. M. de la Forest to Comte de Montmorin, New York
17 November 1787 (excerpt)!

The state of Georgia finds itself in an alarming situation. The Creeks resumed
their hostilities a few months ago and they seem determined to make the greatest
efforts to destroy all the settlements which were formed in upper Georgia above
Augusta. But the great number of emigrants who have been going there for four
years from all the other states seems to be adequate to cope with the Indians.
The majority of the militia is without weapons and the state is endeavoring to
raise four regular regiments of 750 men each. The government of the district
of Franklin is making common cause with Georgia on this occasion and has
already sent 1,500 men on the march. Congress has granted this latter state some
arms and some fieldpieces. It is from the two Floridas that the Creeks draw their
arms and munitions and the governor of Georgia has sent commissioners to the
Spanish governors to ask them not to give any assistance to their enemies. Some
Indian parties have penetrated as far as the surroundings of the port of Sunbury.
An attempt on Savannah is feared and they are setting up again the lines which
were made by the English around the city.

The federal year expired the fifth of this month. It was a few weeks before
Congress found itself with enough states represented to proceed to business. It
is not thought that the new delegations will be found in sufficient number here
for a few months, because the bonds of federal government are so slack that the
states of the Union do not even show eagerness to maintain the shadow of it
and they are occupied only with the new Constitution.

1. RC (Tr), Affaires Etrangéres, Correspondance Consulaires, New York, BI 909, ff. 289
92, Archives Nationales, Paris, France.
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24. Fortunatus Cosby to Garrett Minor, Washington, 3 December 1787!

Your kind favor by Mr H Cosby I received, which, I assure you Sir met with a
very greatfull reception—You request I would inform you, on which part of the
stage of life I mean to act, tho indeed I am as yet undetermined—I have within
a few weeks past quitted, the Washington Academy, and I flatter myself I have
obtained a tolerable knowledge in the Latin Language—and should I not this
Fall have it in my power to get profitable business I shall return to school, to
study the Mathematics and then I have had thoughts of studying the Law. this
you will say is presumption, and indeed I am affraid it is, but necessity agreeable
to the old Phrase is the Mother of invention—and therefore probably my Vanity
will prevail on me to attempt it—Our Country at present is in a very convulsive
situation, the Frontiers are all broke and forted in, to avoid the ravages of the
Indians, who are now daily committing hostilities, they have killed and wounded
a considerable number of the back inhabitants—exclusive of those that were
killed & wounded in a late ingagement by Genl. Clark, who obtained a very
complete victory at the loss of six killed & eleven wounded, it was thought from
the best accounts—as an accurate one could not be assertained because the
Indians were driven into a Cane brake, from whence the[y] could not be routed,
and a scarcity of provision and the situation of the wounded obliged us to re-
treat—that twenty five of the Indians were killed and wounded—Our assembly
have resolved, that four Thousand Men be immediately raised for the War, who
are to March some time in Jany. to the Creek Nation, and should they not be
repulsed, it is said that a Garrison will be kept in that Country—the terms is a
bounty six hundred & fifty Acres—The more I see of Georgia the better I like,
for if Serenity of Air & fertility of soil render a Country Valuable this can be
inferior to none—I think there is too large a proportion of poor land tho it
would be incredible to tell a Virginian of its production—No Public alterations
of consequence since my last, an Abolition of our Constitution appears to be
the general Topic of conversation, of which I hope there is as in all probability,
as Petitions have been sent out to the different Counties, for the approbation of
Majority, which I hope is nearly assertained—for too long already have we been
groaning under the oppression and grievances, that arise from its obsurdity—

My Father desires to know whether you have received the balance due him
from his Fathers Estate, and whether you consent it to

1. RC (incomplete), Garrett Minor Papers, Library of Congress.
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25. Sydnor Cosby to Garrett Minor, Wilkes County, 4 December 1787!

Mr. James Nelson being about to go to Hanover— (of which I am only this
moment informd) I cannot wholy omit writing, tho in great haste—Our affairs
in this Countrey wear a very gloomy aspect, we [are] threatend (I believe I [men-
tioned] to you before) with war [and] famine—the Indians [are] Committing
murders on our frontier almost every day. upwards of 60 persons, among whom
are women & children have fell a victim to their barbarity. God only knows where
all this will end—we are preparing to go against them as speedy as possible, we
have had several fights with them, with very little success, and no great loss—in
one action we lost 6 [men] killd dead, & 11 wounded, 2 of [- — —]. We are about
30 or 35 miles within the inhabitants, My Father about 35 or 40, We promise
ourselves safety yet but shou’d the Indians make one violent effort more I fear
we shall become a frontier what my Father in this case will do, I Know not. Kind
Heaven defend him, lull all h[is] [ve]xatious cares to rest—and [may] the re-
mainder of his short [life?] [he]re be spent in content[ment] [p]reparing for
a better World. I have not heard from the family very lately. 3 weeks ago they
were well—This day is our election. For delegates to Assembly & Convention.
this state having recommended to the people, the appointment of three mem-
bers from each County. to adopt or reject the feodral Constitution—1I believe it
will be approved—

Pray have you done any thing [with] my claims, I am anxious [- — —]—be so
kind as to inform me by the first hand—I must conclude—my very respectfull
Compliments. & Kindest Love & best wishes for & to my Cousin Minor & dear
family and to every asking friend
[P. S.] pray excuse bad writing I am in much haste—

1. RC, Garrett Minor Papers, Library of Congress. Illegible words in this manuscript
have been supplied by the editors whenever possible.

26. Extract of a Letter from Sunbury, 4 December 1787!

Extract of aletter from a gentleman at Sunbury, in the state of Georgia to his
friend in this city, dated Dec. 4.

The Indians have made incursions very near to this settlement. A man was
killed at Newport. This so much alarmed the families in the vicinity that they
have moved into the interior parts of the settlement. Some families are on Colo-
nel’s Island, and some at Sunbury[.] Forts are erected at Canoochee and New
Port bridge and other places. We hope our situation is pretty secure, but what
will be the issue of this horrid contest, God only knows. The tender mercies of
these enemies are cruelty—From their rage and cruelty the good Lord deliver
us.—Since you left us in June, but one person has died in this society.

Yesterday the general Election was held here, members for Convention were
chosen: they are Col. Maxwell, Col. Elliot, and Mr. James Powell, all in favour of
the new Constitution. I doubt not but it will be adopted in this state.

1. New Haven Gazette, 24 January 1788.
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27 A-H. Newspaper Reports of the Election of Convention Delegates
8-29 December 1787

27-A. Georgia State Gazette, 8 December

On Tuesday last the General Election was held throughout this State. The
following is the Return for Richmond County:

For the Convention:
William Few, James M’Niel, and John Wereat, Esqrs.
For the General Assembly:

JAMES M'NIEL, 497
BENJAMIN FEW, 373
JESSE SANDERS, 373
SOLOMON ELLIS, 271
JOHN COBB, 271
WILLIAM F. BOOKER, 259
CHARLES CRAWFORD, 226
JAMES M'FARLAND, 221
JOEL CRAWFORD, 179
THOMAS GLASCOCK, 179

William Barnett, Esq. Sheriff; Nathan Harris, Esq. Clerk; William Few, sen.
Esq. Coroner.

27-B. Charleston Columbian Herald, 10 December

On the 4th instant, at Savannah, the following gentlemen were elected mem-
bers of the convention and assembly, for Chatham county.

Convention.—William Stephens, J. Habersham and Thomas Gibbons.

Assembly.—]. Clay, J. Day, O’Bryan, Gen. Jackson, William Gibbons, sen.
J. Tatnall, —— Devaux, J. Habersham, William Houston, Benjamin Fishbourn,
—— Emanuel, B. Maxwell, Thomas Gibbons, Ja. Habersham. James Bullock,
clerk; Gen. Elbert, sheriff.

27-C. Gazette of the State of Georgia, 13 December
ELECTIONS on MoNDAY the 4th instant.
For EFFINGHAM COUNTY.
Jenkin Davis,

Nathan Brownson, Members of Convention.
Caleb Howell, Esqrs.
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Jenkin Davis,
Benjamin Lanier,
Nathan Brownson,
Daniel Howell,

Caleb Howell,

John Green,

Joseph Jackson,
George M’Call,
M’Keen Green,

Luke Meazel, Esqrs.
Thomas Lane, Sheriff.
J. G. Neidlinger, Clerk.
David Thorn, Coroner.

8-29 DECEMBER 1787

Members of Assembly.

For BURKE COUNTY.

Edward Telfair,
George Walton,
Henry Todd, Esqrs.

Thomas Lewis jun.
David Emanuel,
Edward Byne,

Hugh Lawson,

John Powell,

John Morrison,
John Jones,

John Peter Wagnon,
Jacob Lewis,

Isaac Perry, Esqrs.

Members of Convention.

Members of Assembly.

For RICHMOND COUNTY.

Hon. William Few,
John Wereat,
James M Neal, Esqrs.

James M’Neal,
Benjamin Few,
Jesse Saunders,
John Cobb,
Solomon Ellis,
William F. Booker,
Charles Crawford,
James M’Farland,
Joel Crawford,

Thomas Glascock, Esqrs.

Members of Convention.

Members of Assembly.

23
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27-D. Georgia State Gazelte, 15 December

For Washington County.

Jerad Irvin,
R. Wilkinson,
—— Rotherford.

For Greene County.

Daniel,
Robert Christmas,
—— Middleton.

For Wilkes County.

George Mathews,
Florence Sullivan,
King.

For Burke County.
Edward Telfair,
Doctor Todd,
George Walton.

For Glynn County.

George Handley,
Charles Hillery,
John Milton.

Reubin Wilkinson,
John Watts,
Rotherford,
Jerard Irvin,
Bankston,
Alexander Irwin,
Thacker Nevin.

Mfm:Ga. 27 A-H

The following gentlemen are appointed in the Convention for this State, and
are the names only of those who have come to hand.

Members of Assembly, returned for Washington county for the ensuing year.
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27-E. Gazette of the State of Georgia, 20 December
ELECTIONS on MoNDAY the 4th instant.

For LIBERTY COUNTY.

James Powell,
John Elliott, Members of Convention.
James Maxwell, Esqrs.

Josiah Bacon,
Thomas Graves,
James Dunwody,
James Powell,

Peter Winn,

John Hardy,

Gideon Dowse,
Thomas Stevens,
Josiah Osgood,
Henry Wood,

James Maxwell,

John Elliott,

Elihu Lyman,

John Lambright,
Thomas Sumner,
Ferdinand O’Neal, Esqrs.
John Dollar, Sheriff.
John Graves, Clerk,
John Lawson, Coroner.

Members of Assembly.

27-F. New York Daily Advertiser, 26 December

On the 4th instant, at Savannah, William Stephens, J. Habersham, and Thomas
Gibbons, Esqrs. were elected members for Chatham county, to the Convention
of the State of Georgia.
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27-G. Gazelte of the State of Georgia, 27 December
ELECTIONS on MoNDAY the 4th instant.

For CAMDEN COUNTY.

Hon. Henry Osborne,
James Seagrove, Delegates to Convention.
Jacob Weed, Esqrs.

Hon. Henry Osborne,
James Seagrove,

Jacob Weed, Esqrs.

Gen. James Jackson,
James Armstrong,

John Webb,

Nathaniel Ashley,
Langley Bryant,

Abner Williams,
Alexander Young, Esqrs.
Wilson Williams, Sheriff.
William Neblack, Clerk.
James Woodland, Coroner.

Members of Assembly.

27-H. Georgia State Gazette, 29 December

Yesterday twenty-four members of the State Convention met in this town, and
being a quorum, proceeded to the choice of a President, when the Honorable
JOHN WEREAT, Esq. was elected to that important office.—MTr. Isaac Briggs
was appointed Secretary.

Members returned for Liberty County to serve in Convention.
James Powell,
John Elliott,
James Maxwell, Esqrs.

Members for the Assembly
Josiah Bacon,
Thomas Graves,
James Dunwoody,
James Powell,
Peter Winn,

John Hardy,
Gideon Dowse,
Thomas Stevens,
Josiah Osgood,
Henry Wood,
James Maxwell,
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John Elliott,

Elihu Lyman,

John Lambright,
Thomas Sumner,
Ferdinand O’Neal, Esqrs.
John Dollar, Sheriff.
John Graves, Clerk.

John Lawson, Coroner.

Members returned for Effingham County to serve in Convention.
Jenkin Davis,
Nathan Browson,
Caleb Howell, Esqrs.

Members for the Assembly.
Jenkin Davis,
Benjamin Lanier,
Nathan Brownson,
Daniel Howell,

John Green,

Joseph Jackson,
George M’Call,
M’Keen Green

Luke Meazel, Esqrs.
Thomas Lane, Sheriff.
J. G. Neidlinger, Clerk.
David Thorn, Coroner.

28. Massachusetts Centinel, 8 December 1787

Georgia having appointed a Convention— Seven States have already complied
with the recommendation of the Federal Convention.—The New-Hampshire
Assembly were to meet last Wednesday, and without doubt the next mail from
thence, will bring accounts of the compliance of the eighth.

29. Louis-Guillaume Otto to Comte de Montmorin, New York
15 December 1787 (excerpt)!

News from Georgia, sir, continues to be very alarming. The Creeks carry out
unheard of cruelties against the inhabitants. More than half of the militia re-
ceived orders to begin marching and the state is endeavoring to equip four
regiments of 750 men each. 1500 citizens of the small state of Franklin have
undertaken to make common cause with the Georgians. The latter sent a com-
missioner to the Spanish governors to ask them not to give aid to their enemies.
This measure is all the more wise as it is only from the two Floridas that the
Creeks are able to get their arms and munitions of war. [Alexander] McGillevrai,
a violent Royalist, whose goods had been confiscated by the state of Georgia
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during the Revolution, is at the head of these savages; he governs them as a
sovereign ruler and he combines the education and the knowledge of a man of
state with the fearlessness of a savage.

1. RC (Tr), Correspondance Politique, EtatS-Unis, Vol. 32, ff. 411-14, Archives du
Ministere des Affaires Etrangeéres, Paris, France. A longer excerpt is printed in George
Bancroft, History of the Formation of the Constitution of the United Stales of America (2 vols.,
New York, 1882), II, 454-55.

30. The Journal of the Convention of the State of Georgia, on the Federal
Constitution

To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digital
Collection at https://digital. library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

31. Jean-Baptiste Petry to Comte de Montmorin, Charleston
26 December 1787 (excerpt)!

The Governor of Georgia has named, Sir, two commissioners, one to inform
the state of Franklin of the measures taken by the Legislature against the indians,
to coordinate their plan of attack and to assure her of their friendship; and the
other to demand that the Spanish government in Florida furnish the Creeks
neither with arms nor with munitions and to make protests about the protection
that the inhabitants of West Florida give to the runaway negroes and their refusal
to return their property to them.

The current season of the year, Sir, delays the prosecution of the war that
Georgia declared against the Creeks. Parties of indians come along from time
to time to spread alarm among plantations which are very little distant from the
most populated Cities. The greatest part of the inhabitants, principally those
who live on the coast, desire peace and hope that the commissioners that Con-
gress, authorized the states of the South to appoint by their resolution of 26
October last, will procure it. They tried to detach Mr Gillevry from the party of
the indians: but they did not succeed. They proposed, if he would wish to take
an oath of allegiance to the state, to return to him the property confiscated from
his father which had not been sold, and to pay him in money for that which had
been. He accepted this proposal: but he added the condition to it that he would
have the exclusive privilege of commerce with the indians, to which they did not
at all want to consent. It seems that he is the chief person concerned in the
Florida houses of commerce which traffic with the indians, and that the Spanish
government, in order to have a barrier against the establishment of the enter-
prises of the inhabitants of Georgia and of the western lands on the Mississippi,
search for any means to entice and please the Creeks, whether permitting the
interloping of the English merchants whom they prefer, or whether furnishing
them with arms, powder, and shot in exchange for furs which they transport to
Pensacola and St. Augustine.

1. RC (Tr), Correspondance Eolitique, ]::tats—Unis, Supplement, Vol. IV, ff. 318-20, Ar-
chives du Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres, Paris, France.
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32. Joseph Habersham to Isabella Habersham, Augusta, 1 January 1788!

I wrote to you a few days ago under cover to my brother James which I hope
you have received. The business of the Convention will be determined in a few
days and I hope the Assembly will not sit as long as it has usually done. upon the
whole you may I think expect to see me by the end of this month.

I hope my dr. Bella that before this you have presented me with a new years
gift, and that yourself and the young stranger are in good health. I expectin the
course of a day or two to see Mr. Clay by whom I hope to receive accounts that
all are wel[l] [at?] Bethesda. A letter from my brother Jo[hn] d[ated] the day
after Xmass informs me that you were well on that day (Xmass day). Mr. & Mrs.
Rae and their family are well they join in Love to you and wishing you many
happy Returns of the day.

[P.S.] Kiss our little folks for me and remember me to all at Bethesda.

1. RC, U. B. Phillips Papers, Yale University Library.

33. The Georgia Deed of Ratification, 2 January 1788!

& To view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digilal
Collection at https: //digital. library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

1. Engrossed MS, RG 11, Certificates of Ratification of the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights . .., 1787-92, National Archives.

34. President John Wereat to the President of Congress, Augusta
5 January 1788!

& 1o view this document, visit the University of Wisconsin Digilal
Collection at https: //digital. library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

1. RC, RG 11, Certificates of Ratification of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. . .,
1787-92, National Archives.

35 A-C. The Georgia Assembly Provides for the Expenses of the Convention
16, 23, 24 January 1788!

35-A. Assembly Proceedings, Wednesday, 16 January

The house met pursuant to adjournment.

On a motion by Mr. Joseph Habersham the house came to the following Res-
olution.

Whereas the Convention lately held, have recommended by their resolutions
of the 5th: January 1788, that application be made to the Legislature to make
provision for the expences attending this Convention and that a Committee be
requested to lay before that Hon’ble body an estimate of the same, & the Com-
mittee having prepared the same.

Resolved that a Committee consisting of three persons be appointed to ex-
amine and report on the said estimate & that Mr. John Powell Mr. Deveaux &
Mr. Fort be that Committee.
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35-B. Assembly Proceedings, Wednesday, 23 January

Mr. John Powell from the Committee to whom was referred An estimate of
the expence attending the late Convention brought in a Report.
Ordered that the same do lie on the Table.

35-C. Assembly Proceedings, Thursday, 24 January

The house proceeded to take up the report of the Committee to whom was
referred An estimate of the Expence attending the late Convention which being
amended, was agreed to by the house and is as follows.

That having carefully examined the said Estimate the Committee find an al-
lowance to each member during his attendance, stated at two Dollars per day
with the same allowance to such as are not members of the Legislature, for a
reasonable time in coming to and returning from the said Convention.

Your Committee also find an allowance of thirty pounds to the Secretary, of
three pounds per day to M. Wambersie for the use of his House, of fifty two
pounds, ten shillings to M. Smith for printing two hundred Copies of the Jour-
nals; Of two Dollars per day and two pounds sixteen shillings and eight pence
for fire wood to the door keeper.

These charges amounting in all to two hundred and sixty six pounds— Your
Committee conceive to be perfectly consistant with the oeconemy, and therefore
recommend that his Honor the Governor be directed to draw on the Treasury
in favor of John Wereat Esq. for the said amount, to be paid to the several persons
following, in the following proportions

To the Honble Henry Osborne 9.6.8.
William Stephens Esq. 8.8.0.
James Seagrove 7.18.8.
To the Honble George Mathews 7.0.0.
Thomas Daniel Esq. 6.1.4.
Florence Sullivan, Jno. King, James Powell,
John Milton & Jno. Wereat Esqrs. each the 28.0.0.
sum of £5.12.
The Honble Edward Telfair, Jno Elliott
James Maxwell, Christopher Hillary. & 25.13.4.
Henry Todd Esqrs—each. £5.2.8.
The Honble George Handley Jos. Habersham
The Honble Nathan Brownson, James McNiel,
Jacob Weed, Jared Irwin, Jno. Rutherford, 37.16.[0]
Robert Christmas & Robert Middleton
Esqrs. each £4.4.
The Honble Jenkin Davis, & William Few } 5.12.0
Esqrs—each £2.16 T
Jno. Gorham 2.6.8.
Tho. Gibbons & Reubin Wilkinson Esqrs.
0.18.8
each. 9/4
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Isaac Briggs. Esqr 30.0 .0
Emanuel Wamberrie Esqr. 36.0 .0
Jno E. Smith 52.10.0
Peter Farr doorkeeper 8.8.8

£266.00.0

1. MS, Journal of the General Assembly, Georgia Department of Archives and History.

36. Jean-Baptiste Petry to Comte de Montmorin, Charleston
30 January 1788 (excerpt)’

Letters from Georgia announce, Sir, that that state sent several dispatches to
Congress to ask it for assistance against the indians but that it received in re-
sponse to them that there was not a sufficient number of members to take a
resolution; and that accordingly no help could have been sent; that it could not
have raised the men; this added to the animosity of the indians who were pre-
paring for war with a much greater strength than previously.

1. RC (Tr), Affaires Etrangéres, Correspondance Consulaires, Charleston, BI 372, ff.
261-65, Archives Nationales, Paris, France.

37. Assembly Proceedings, Thursday, 31 January 1788!

The House proceeded to the appointment of three fit and discreet persons
for each County to be convened at Augusta by the Executive as soon as may be,
after official information is received that nine States have adopted the foederal
constitution, to take under their consideration the alterations and amendments
that are necessary to be made in the Constitution of this State, and to arrange,
digest, and alter the same, in such manner as in their Judgment will be most
consistent with the Interest and safety and best secure the rights and liberties of
the Citizens of this State.

And the following persons were named and appointed for the different
counties—

For the County of Chatham
John Houstoun, John Habersham & General Lachlan McIntosh Esquires.
For the County of Burke
Edward Telfair, George Walton & John Powell Esquires.
For the County of Effingham
Nathan Brownson, Jenkin Davis and Thomas Lane Esquires.
For the County of Richmond
Wm. Few, James McNiel, and Charles Crawford Esquires.
For the County of Wilkes
Arthur Fort, Florence Sullivan & John King Esquires.
For the County of Liberty
James Dunwoody, Gideon Dowse and James Powell Esquires.
For the County of Glynn
George Handley, John Milton and Christopher Hillary Esquires.
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For the County of Camden
Henry Osborne, James Seagrove and John Webb Esquires.
For the County of Washington
Jared Irwin, John Watts and John Rutherford Esquires.
For the County of Franklin
Larkin Cleveland, Samuel Gardner and Niel Cleveland Esquires.
For the County of Greene
Charles Abercrombie, William Greir and Thomas Horton Esquires.

Resolved that the persons attending for the purpose of framing a Plan of a
Constitution for the State be entitled to the same allowance as members of the
Legislature. And his honor the Governor in Council is hereby authorized to draw
in favor of them individually, on the Treasury for such allowance and for any
other necessary expense attending the same.

Resolved that in case any persons nominated by this Legislature to report a
draft of a Constitution for this State shall decline acting, or if their seats shall
become vacant in any other manner, that the Assistant Judges of the Counties
where such vacancies shall happen, shall appoint a day for supplying them and
shall give twenty days notice of such day, and the Representatives of such County
are recommended and directed to convene at any place that may be appointed
by the aforesaid Judges and to nominate some person or persons to supply such
vacancy or vacancies, and the person or persons chosen by a majority of the said
Representatives shall be considered as properly appointed.

1. MS, Journal of the General Assembly, Georgia Department of Archives and History.

38. State of Georgia Account with John E. Smith, Printer, 6 February 1788

Draft To John E. Smith
To inserting an order of the Legislature, respecting } 517.0
the calling of a Convention, in No. 57 58, 59, 60, 61, 62 T

1. MS, Financial Misc., Telamon Cuyler Collection, University of Georgia Library.

39 A-E. Letters from Joseph Clay, Savannah, 4 April-20 August 1788!
39-A. To Isaac Guion, 4 April (excerpt)
... will the new Constitution go down wh. you—you have no doubt heard we
have acceded to it—Our State is much injured by a Warr with the Indians, wch.

we have foolishly got int[o].—we are impatiently waiting to hear from the Com-
mission for your State, in order that some steps may be taken in the business—

39-B. To John Donnaldson, 28 May (excerpt)

... you will doubtless be glad to learn So. Car[olina] has acceded to the New
Constitution—I hope we shall soon see a secure & efficient Government estab-
lished, adequate to all its purposes and w[hich?] we undoubtedly stand in great
need of—
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39-C. To Unknown, post-24 May (excerpt)

... I heartily congratulate you on the accession of So. Carolina to the New Con-
stitution, tho I hope at [the] same time it may be amended before it goes into
full operation—but on the acceptance of it in the first [instance?] the most
serious consequences depends, & in my opinion [ought?] to be most devoutly
to be wished—We have not [been?] much molested by the Indians lately, & from
some information we have received we have reason to believe they are disposed
to treat with the U.S. on a peace.

39-D. To James Thompson, Jr., 20 June (excerpt)

As to the disposal of the lands—at present its not practicable without great
loss—they being in little or no demand—we have been lately involved in a War
with the Indians on our borders, which has greatly retarded the settlement of
many parts of the State, a Treaty is about to be held for the purpose of Estab-
lishing peace between them and us, wch. with the probability of our New Con-
stitution soon being carried into effect—I hope will give such a change for the
better, as greatly to enhance the price of all our lands & in my opinion greatly
impresses the propriety of delaying the Sale of the Lands, at this time—

39:E. To John Wright Stanly, 20 August (excerpt)

... tis reported here that your State [North Carolina] has rejected the New
Constitution if its true I am sorry for it—I do not like it altogether as it stands
but I presume amendments are attainable—and a rejection is very dangerous at
home & discredits us abroad. . . .

1. FC, Joseph Clay Letterbook, Georgia Historical Society. All five letters are excerpts.

2. This letter is incomplete, and the date is missing. Since Clay mentions South Carolina
ratification, the letter had to be written after 24 May 1788.

40. A Georgia Backwoodman, Charleston City Gazette, 24 May 1788!

To the Printers of the DAILY ADVERTISER.
Gentlemen,

The benefits or injuries that may arise in the adoption of the federal consti-
tution, is one of those interesting secrets which nothing but the latent womb of
time will bring to a delivery. Mankind are subject to a variety of opinions, which
vary with the impressions they receive; and the creator has wisely so ordered it,
because were there no difference there would be a mental stagnation, or uni-
versal chaos of ideas.

The advantage derived from this rational discord, may be applied with pro-
priety to the arguments made use of pro. and con. in this state’s convention, for
the ratification or rejection of the recommendatory articles of the federal con-
stitution, as ability, political ingenuity, and resolution, being opposed to each
other on both sides, by their mutual friction produced those sparks of infor-
mation that might have lain smothered. But it does not follow of course that a
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small body of men, moved by congenial impulse, may not produce equal advan-
tage as when a majority decides.

Many references, in the course of debate, having been made to the precipi-
tancy of Georgia’s ratification, it may not be improper to remark on the obser-
vation. It ought to be considered, that the infantine situation of Georgia makes
it more her interest to form a solid compact which will give health and vigor to
the extremest parts of the political body than any other state. The imbecility of
her situation requires the efficient hand of a powerful government, having
grown more grey in political disquietude and calamity than her sister states,
altho’ she has only the constitutional strength of infancy to support her. They
also feel that constant movement in the human mind of providing against future
contingent misfortunes, and endeavouring to profit herself by the advantage of
melancholy experience. Hence the reason of its supposed precipitate adoption.
All men saw no alternative. Every one knew of no other remedy, and there was
none but prefigured to himself those convulsive scenes which are too apt to
afflict a government whose sinews were not sufficiently strengthened by the ma-
turity of manhood.

The reason why she proposed no amendments was this—that they considered
itin the light of a contract upon which no defeazance could operate; or in other
words, that it was impossible when the reservation for amendments were for
other bodies and a future day, that amendments would be allowable or taken
notice of, as the primitive contract was only to be founded on the acceptation
of the whole of the federal articles. I have mentioned these thoughts on the
subject, not on any defensive principle, but merely to fill up the vacancy of a
moment; should it fill up a chasm in any other mind, the end will be answered.

1. Reprinted: Gazette of the State of Georgia, 12 June.

41. Pennsylvania Packet, 24 May 1788

A correspondent, who equally desires the honorable payment of our public debts
and the adoption of the federal constitution by every state, observes with great satis-
faction, that the state of Georgia have granted thirty millions of acres of land
to the new Confederacy, provided the adoption of nine states should take place.
This is a tract about four times as large as old Massachusetts, and at two thirds of
a dollar per acre, will sink twenty millions—or about double the sum now un-
redeemed of continental loan-office certificates. Such is the noble spirit of con-
ciliation, concession, and union now rising in the bosom of Americans. We trust
this tribute of respect to the new Confederacy will be followed by others equally
important at home and abroad.

42. Tullius, Gazette of the State of Georgia, 19 June 1788!

The two main objects of any people, associated together for their mutual
advantage, are, to secure themselves against attacks on their independence from
abroad, and to provide the means of obtaining happiness for each individual at
home. Public safety is certainly the first consideration; because the wisest insti-
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tution of government and laws would be of no consequence, if they were liable
to be overturned whenever it might be agreeable to the avarice or ambition of
a powerful neighbour to attempt it. Neither would such a form of government
as is merely calculated for public defence, without sufficient provision for private
happiness, be desirable; that which produces these effects most happily should
be sought after. Very often, indeed, the constitution of a state contributes little
or nothing to the means of safety and happiness, farther than by providing that
wise and wholesome laws should be passed to that end. To frame these is the
proper business of a legislature, who may model them from time to time, so as
to suit them to particular conjunctures and events that cannot be foreseen and
guarded against by any human system. Such a legislature should, first, consider
what it is that constitutes the safety of the state, and the felicity of the people;
secondly, what are the means most proper for attaining them.

It is the universal opinion of all great politicians, confirmed by history and
experience, that the strength of every state is founded in the number of its
inhabitants, and that its wealth arises from their industry. Countries surrounded
by warlike and powerful neighbours must either make themselves strong by the
number of their people, or by courting the alliance of more powerful states,
which is a very dangerous though sometimes necessary expedient. But where the
numbers of people are great, and the laws calculated to increase them, it matters
not much as to the extent of territory: or, rather, a small compact state full of
people would be more likely to preserve their independence than larger ones,
with any thing like the same numbers. In every country there must be a just
proportion of the extent of territory to the number of people who are to defend
it. Hence it has become the policy of every wise legislature to increase the num-
ber of their people, more particularly in infant countries, by every possible ex-
pedient. They offer every inducement in their power to the inhabitants of other
countries to migrate; and encourage young people to an early marriage. The
Roman laws on these two heads are founded upon very refined principles of
civil policy. The asylum offered by Romulus to all sorts of men, (for whether
they were good or bad they still added to the strength of the state;) the stratagem
to obtain wives by the rape of the Sabine women; the laws of Augustus relating
to marriage; and the lenity shewn to the conquered in war; are all so many proofs
of the high importance that republic deemed population to be of. “It is men,”
said Augustus to the batchelors, “that constitute a city; it is not houses, porticoes,
or public places.” So we may say, it is men, and not the extent of territory, that
constitutes the glory and safety of a state. One of the complaints made against
the King of England in 1776 was, that he had retarded the population of the
provinces by raising the conditions of grants of lands, though the legislature of
that country, in the preceeding reign, seemed sensible of the advantages derived
from an increase of people, when they passed a law that seven years residence
in the colonies should ipso facto naturalize an alien. But the immediate safety of
anation, founded on their numbers, is not the only good consequence that flows
from it; it is equally the source of wealth and plenty. Riches are not indeed the
necessary consequence of a great number of people; but though a state may be
populous, and not rich, from the sterility of the soil, or tyranny of the govern-
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ment, yet no state can be either rich or powerful until it acquires a considerable
population. “The annual labor of every nation is the original fund which supplies
it with all the necessaries and conveniences of life,” says an ingenious writer, in
the first page of his book on the wealth of nations. This, it is true, must depend
as well upon the manner in which they are employed as on the number of
people. But laws ought first to be enacted to procure citizens before it would be
necessary to incite them to industry.

As for Georgia it has every motive that any other state can have, and some
inducements that no other state ever had, to wish for a great increase of inhab-
itants. We shall immediately be sensible of this, if we examine the extent of the
state, its soil, rivers, and islands, and compare them with the number of people.
The most desirable thing that could be for the present proprietors of land would
be a sudden influx of people with their property. The price of lands in all
countries rises and falls with the increase or decrease of people; so that those
who have obtained their lands heretofore at a cheap rate may now obtain treble
the original cost. This will be cheap to the purchaser, whose labor will be con-
stantly adding to its value. These lands are now burthensome to the proprietor,
by producing nothing to compensate their annual tax. The sale of them would
introduce specie into the state, the want of which has occasioned many discour-
agements to our trade, and induced us to adopt expedients destructive of the
morals of the people, and consequently of all faith and confidence. Wilkes
county affords a strong instance of the increase of the value of lands by the
increase of people by emigration; that county, in about five years, has increased
to ten times the number of inhabitants, and the value of lands has risen in
proportion. The same cause will produce the same effect on the Oconee, the
Alatamaha, the Great and Little Satillas, and St. Mary’s rivers; where the lands
are a richer soil, with the advantage of an easy and convenient navigation.

But, besides the advantages arising from the increased value of all kinds of
property, our situation absolutely requires us to be able to defend ourselves;
we are a frontier state; the territories of one of the most jealous, least enlight-
ened, but most powerful, nations of Europe, lie along the whole southern
boundary of the state; to the west we are exposed to the most warlike and
numerous tribe of Indians eastward of the Missisippi. I look on a war, at some
future period, to be the probable consequence of our situation with the first;
and peace will scarcely be established with the latter, for any length of time,
until Congress get all their lands. Those states that are contiguous to us are
not strong enough to be able, if they were willing, to afford us much assistance,
on any sudden invasion, so that we must rely on our own efforts, in such cases,
till Congress could send us relief, which could not be very speedily. The best
foundation, therefore, for security, is in our own numbers, as we have been
obliged to prove by experience.

The most effectual method of attaining this desirable object appears to me to
be what I presumed to recommend in my last letter, the passing a law for the
payment of debts by reasonable times of instalment. The present juncture of
affairs is the most favorable that could happen, and I have already given my
reason for thinking it will not happen again. The state of South Carolina makes
the eighth that has adopted the proposed plan of government. The adoption of



Mfm:Ga. 42 19 JuNk 1788 37

one more state will make it a constitution to those states that have adopted it;
not one of them have passed any law to ease the debtor in the mode of payment
except South Carolina, and the Instalment Law of that state, from circumstances,
will scarcely prove an easement. The hopes of another law to extend the times
of instalment has prevented the people from making the first year’s payment,
and the fear of producing such an extension has prevented the creditor from
prosecuting debtors by suit. It is a well known fact that there are an infinite
number of planters in that state so deeply involved in debts that they can have
no reasonable hope of discharging them, by the produce of their estates, within
the time limited by their act of Assembly, in which case they know their property
will be sold, probably for a third or fourth of what it cost. This will not discharge
them, because, their estates being found insufficient, their bodies will still remain
responsible to the creditor for the balance, who would most probably, from a
principle of revenge for past delays, exert the greatest rigor, and think it justi-
fiable. The northern states are in the same circumstances of distress, though in
a less degree. Now, were we to offer them the rich lands that lie uncultivated in
every part of our state, and a short interval for industry to exert itself, it is prob-
able they would not only be able to pay their debts, but acquire wealth. It is not
to be supposed they would neglect so favorable an opportunity, but would seize
it, as the only source of their salvation. None of the prejudices that formerly
prevailed among the people of the different states subsist any longer; it will be
matter of very little consequence now to an American citizen whether he fixes
his residence in New Hampshire, Georgia, or any other state; in all of them he
will find nearly the same government, laws, language, manners, and habits, and
the liberty to worship his God as he pleases, without the fear of any disturbance;
the only thing that he will consider with attention is which will be most advan-
tageous for the convenience of himself and his family. Georgia, independent of
those accidental advantages that such a law would give, possesses all the natural
advantages for agriculture and commerce, and in a much greater degree than
any other state. If to these we add the security of debtors for a few years, until
their industry may have time to retrieve their situation, numbers would imme-
diately flow in upon us from every part of America—men too who are the natives
and friends of our country. Such settlers are the persons we ought to wish for;
they are not aliens, who, affecting to despise the people of this continent, come
to raise contributions upon them, by every method of exaction, and to go away
with their wealth, after a few years, to live in splendor in their own country. They
will be men who have lost their substance and risked their lives in its defence,
and who will be ready to do it again, should the ambition or avarice of any royal
tyrant think proper to attack it. Such persons as these are the natural guardians
of the independence of America, and I am sorry to find they are most generally
the people whose situation requires the measure I have ventured to recommend
to save them from destruction.

The lands of Georgia are cheaper and better than the lands of any state in
the Union. It has a great many convenient harbors along the coast, islands full
of ship timber, several great rivers of easy navigation. It has a back country
abounding with a rich upland soil, finely watered, the productions of which may
be easily transported by water to market. The prejudices against the climate have
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and will continue insensibly to wear away, when they are found on experience
to be nothing but prejudices. So that those whose interest may lead them to
settle here will have no real or imaginary obstacles in their way. I have been
astonished that such a tract of country as that between the rivers Alatamaha and
St. Mary, with so many rich islands, on a safe coast, full of commodious harbors
and ports, should have remained so long without inhabitants. I attribute it to the
successful measures adopted to discourage emigrations since the peace. This is
the time for us to correct past errors. I fear, however, we shall do on this occasion
what many people do every day, and what weak politicians generally do, delib-
erate about the utility of their measures till the favorable moment be lost. That
which now offers will not admit much time for deliberation, neither can there
be occasion, since such a measure is so obviously advantageous, and the means
so practicable and certain. I think I might venture to affirm, that, if this law was
passed, and one or two others of like tendency, in a few years we should increase
our representation in the general government to double the present number;
taxes for the support of government would become light by being divided among
many people; none of our savage neighbors, either Spaniard or Indian, would
dare to insult us; and we should have that weight in the Union to which we are
naturally entitled. It is well known the Dutch are discontented with the late
revolutions in their republic. The American governments offer them such tempt-
ing prospects as will be entirely irresistible to the richest of the Patriots, nearly
the same form of government, unbounded freedom in religious matters, the
same disposition for trade, in a country so happily situated for it. This state, even
in its soil and situation, has a resemblance to their own. But we are not yet known
either to the European or American states. It has been suggested by a gentleman
of intelligence, that, if [we] were to offer any privileges to Dutch settlers on their
first coming over, vast numbers who are now remitting their property to other
countries would most probably prefer this state from the nature as well as cheap-
ness of the soil. This is the properest time to consider of such a proposal.
Some persons have imagined that such a law would be necessarily repealed
by the adoption of the new government by nine states. I am of a very different
opinion. The principles of the Constitution itself are sufficient to enable us to
decide the question without going farther. Every part which restrains the power
of any state speaks in the future tense: “No state shall pass any bill of attainder,
ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts.” The time when
no such law shall be passed must be the time of adoption of nine states, when
it becomes a law to the states adopting it. To say such laws as may be made before
nine states have adopted it would be annulled by such adoption would be to say,
that all laws heretofore made, emitting bills of credit, or making it a tender, and
the several acts of attainder in the different states, are destroyed, and of course
all rights derived under those laws, which would be very absurd, and introduce
infinite confusion, distress, and a violent change of property. Such a forced
construction, so fraught with evil consequences, could never be supported
against the plain words of the Constitution itself. The states are precluded from
doing a certain thing after a certain event, which of itself is a proof they had a
right to do it before and until that event takes place. Neither time nor the nature
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of these brief remarks will admit a more minute investigation of this point at
present; but I know my opinion agrees with that of some of the ablest lawyers
and statesmen that were members of the General Convention, and I think it
cannot be shaken by any just construction of the federal legislative or judicatory
powers.

These arguments I think will be acknowledged by every thinking man to carry
weight with them; if so, whether it be the opinion of the Executive or not that
such a law would be salutary, they ought to convene the House of Assembly to
consider of it. Should the House reject the measure, still their meeting would
be useful at this juncture; but if they do not soon convene, however beneficial
such a law might be, it will be too late to remedy the evil. As their meeting,
therefore, can, at any rate, do no harm, and may be productive of a great deal
of good, I trust they will be called together immediately.

Savannah, 11th June, 1788.

1. For an earlier essay by “Tullius,” published in the Gazelte of the State of Georgia on 5
June, see RCS:Ga., 305-9.

43. Executive Council Minutes, 6 October 1788!

In Council 6 October 1788
Present His honor the Governor

Benjn. Fishbourn, William Daniell,
James Armstrong, John Green, Esqrs.
Niel Cleveland, Elihu Lyman,

A letter of the 13 September from the Secy of Congress with an Act of the
same enclosed were read notifying to the several States that have ratified the new
Constitution to appoint electors and directing proceedings to commence under
the said Constitution.

In consequence thereof the Board took under consideration the Resolution
of the General Assembly of the 30th and 31 Jany last empowering the Executive
to convene the Members nominated and appointed by the said Resolution, at
Augusta, to take under consideration the alterations and amendments that are
necessary to be made in the Constitution of this State.

It is therefore Ordered That his honor the Governor be requested to issue his
Proclamation directing the Members of the said Convention to meet in Augusta
on Tuesday the 4th November next in order to carry the aforesd Resolution of
the General Assembly into execution.

That the Secretary of the State prepare a Draft of the Proclamation without
delay, that the same be published in the Gazettes of this State and that the State
Printer Strike off One hundred Copies to be transmitted to the several Counties
throughout the State.

Ordered that the aforesaid letter and enclosure be laid before the Legislature
at their next Meeting.

1. MS, Minutes of Council, Georgia Department of Archives and History.
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44. Governor George Handley, Proclamation, Augusta, 6 October 1788!

Georgia

By the honble. George Handley, Esquire, Captain General Governor and Com-
mander in Chief in and over the said State.

A Proclamation.

Whereas several resolutions of the General Assembly passed the thirtieth and
thirty-first days of January last wherein the Executive are empowered to convene
the Members nominated by the said resolutions, at Augusta, “as soon as may be
after official information is received that nine States have adopted the Federal
Constitution” And Whereas official information is received from the Congress
of the United States, dated the thirteenth day of September last, notifying that
the same is adopted: and directed proceedings to commende thereon.

I have therefore agreeably to the said resolutions, and with the advice and
consent of the Honorable the Executive Council, thought to issue this my proc-
lamation, requiring the persons so nominated and appointed, to convene in
Augusta on Tuesday the fourth day of November next, then and there “to pro-
ceed to take under their Consideration the alterations and amendments that are
necessary to be made in the Constitution of this State.”

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the said State at Augusta this
Sixth day of October in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
eighty eight and of our Sovereignty and Independence the thirteenth

[Signed:] Geo. Handley

By his Honors Command Jno. Milton Secry.

God Save The State

1. FC, Proclamations, Georgia Department of Archives and History. Published in the
Georgia State Gazelte on 11 October and in the Gazette of the State of Georgia on 16 October.
45. Executive Council Minutes, 7 October 1788!

In Council, Augusta 7 October 1788
Present His Honor the Governor.

Benjn. Fishbourn, Elihu Lyman,
John Green, Niel Cleveland, Esquires
James Armstrong, William Daniell,

Four letters dated 15th, 21st, 25th August and 6 September from the Secretary
of Congress with sundry enclosures were read &

Ordered To be laid before the Legislature at their next meeting.

Two Letters dated the 12th & 24th of August from Samuel Johnston esqr.
President of the Convention of the State of No. Carolina, with sundry enclosures
were read &

Ordered To be laid before the Legislature at their next meeting.

Aletter dated 26 July from Geo Clinton esqr. President of the Convention of
the State of New York with an enclosure were read &

Ordered To be laid before the Legislature at their next meeting.

1. MS, Minutes of Council, Georgia Department of Archives and History.
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46. James Habersham to Richard Furman
Savannah, 29 December 1788 (excerpt)’

The Indians have proved very troublesome to the Inhabitants of our Southern
frontier—that part of the Country having but few Inhabitants, is very Vulnerable,
which has led those people to come in small parties and commit depredations—
The Savages seem to have changed their mode of warfare—the object now with
them appears to be plunder, not blood—they have carried of white Women, &
Children, and Negroes—the former they treat cruelly in order to induce their
Husbands or friends to release them at a very high ransom which they hold them
at.—Our Assembly meets soon, but it is difficult to say what measures they may
adopt, but it is to be hoped such as will Contribute to the safety and happiness
of this Country—We have great natural Advantages indeed, and we only want
peace and a stable good Goverment to reap the full advantage of them. I shall
be glad to hear from you when Convenient, being with sincere regard

1. RC, Richard Furman Papers, Furman University, Greenville, South Carolina.

47. Governor George Walton to the President of the Convention now in Session
Augusta, 5 May 1789!

I do myself the Honor to enclose to the Honorable the Convention, the several
papers the objects of their resolution of yesterday; and to express my high satis-
faction that another [state] Convention has happily met, finally to adopt and ratify
the Government. The federal Constitution is now, in all probability, in operation,
and the day near at hand when the public Officers of this State will be required
to take an oath to support it; and, as there is the most evident clashing between
our present [state] Constitution and that, they would be placed in a very awkward
situation, unless our Government should be assimilated to the federal one. This
will no doubt, point out the necessity of cultivating a harmony and good under-
standing on the few subjects of your deliberations.

1. FC, Governors’ Letterbooks, 1786-89, Georgia Department of Archives and History.

48. The Constitution of the State of Georgia, 1789

& 1o view this document, see Evans 21 850, or visit the University of Wisconsin
Digital Collection at https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Constitution

49. Governor Edward Telfair to the General Assembly, Augusta, 7 June 1790!

The following message was prepared for the General Assembly
State-house, Augusta
7th. June 1790
The Honorable the President of the Senate and the Honorable the Speaker
of the House of Representatives
I have the pleasure to inform you, that during your recess, the operations of
Government, have met no interruption; measures nevertheless of the highest
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magnitude have presented themselves to view; and make it essential in my opin-
ion, that Legislative deliberation be had at this conjuncture.

The arrival of three companies of Federal troops, (without any information
relating to negotiations with the Creek Indians) caused an anxiety, for the se-
curity of the frontier settlers;—the force being inadequate to defence or offence,
increased my difficulties on that head, and being left without active resources,
contributed not a little to my uneasiness: I have notwithstanding the satisfaction
of informing you that the tribes referred to, have invariably preserved the most
amicable disposition—towards the Citizens of this State, ever since I have had
the honor to preside.

The Troops that have arrived were unsolicited on my part; because, from the
whole conduct of the Indians, nothing can be drawn, that displayed the most
distant marks of a renewal of any species of hostilities, on the contrary my in-
formation fully evinces, that negotiations properly directed, will bring about an
accomodation with them; and, because by Resolutions of the General Assembly
of the 26th. of January 1789, it is ordered, “that every means in the power of
the State be taken to restore peace and harmony between the Citizens and the
Creek Indians,” to this may be added the act of the 24th day of December last
“for discharging the State Troops and correspondent therewith, the Communi-
cations from the Secretary of War, breathe similar sentiments:—upon taking a
review of the transaction in any direction, it will evidently appear, that to support
and promote peaceable measures (without the appearance or actual renewal of
hostilities) became the indispensible duty of the Executive.

When our local situation with the Creek Indians, and their overtures for ac-
comodation, are properly considered; it will be difficult to reconcile a forbear-
ance from taking steps to continue the Truce until preparations are otherwise
made to perfect negotiations of peace; by these means, the idea of a conjunction
of the Militia with the Troops will be removed to a distant period:—a measure
in my opinion highly interesting, at least, as far as the common safety will by any
means admit.

A considerable part of the correspondence carried on, has been of momen-
tuous concern to the State, and from the nature of our Government, has at times
appeared complicated: I have therefore to wish that a serious review of the same
be taken expressing your sense thereon; and if it be found necessary for me to
vary my present direction in any particular, it will afford me a pleasure to receive
information.

On the 9nth. day of February last the State troops were mustered and dis-
charged:—there is due to the late Officers and men Two hundred and twenty
three thousand One hundred and forty acres of land: It is now recommended
to your consideration, the making appropriations in land for payment, or other
adequate provision, by way of compensation.

To accomplish a final adjustment of the accounts of the Departments of the
Quarter Master, Commissary and Contractors, and of the arrearages of pay to
the Militia, together with a minute inspection into the conduct of Tax Receivers
and Collectors, will doubtless become part of your deliberations.
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From the deranged state in which I found public affairs, and from the length
of time I have been in Office, it cannot be presumed that any accurate statement
can at this time be prepared for your consideration; the progress however in
arrangements already made, will enable you to comprehend the State finances,
so far, as to form some general system for the extinguishment of the local Debt.

There is on this day in the Treasury £56,702.16.0 3/4
£
Gold and Silver 1 5 2 1/2
Paper medium 1422 0 9 1/4
Anticipated Warrants 8225 8 4 1/4
Governors Warrants 1250 7 11 3/4
Speaker’s Do. 710 19 —
Audited Certificates 9844 13 4 1/4
Funded Certificates, including Interest 2121 15 11 1/2
State Emission 10 8 3
Gratuitous Certificates 15 — —
Treasury Do. issued by S. J Cuthbert 1259 5 1/4
Do. — by Geo Jones 8 18 1 1/2
Do. — by John Meals 416 3 11 1/2
Final Settlements 32469 5 8
Amounting to 56702 16 — 3/4

There now remains outstanding Securities of this State as follow—
(for the redemption of which some general rule is recommended).

£

Governor’s and Speakers Warrants 11630 7 4
Paper Medium 23577 19 2 3/4

State Emission of the 9th Feby. 1786 113 17 6
Audited Certificates 61173 14 7 1/2

Gratuitous Do. 2676 6 3
Funded Do. including 5 Years interest 53009 19 5 1/4
Treasury Do. issued by Geo. Jones 539 17 4 1/4
Do. — by John Meals 62 7 4 1/2

Certificates issued by the Executive of 1782 1726 18 9
Amounting to £155074. 7. 10 1/4

And there is due and owing to the State, by Returns, and estimates the sum
of £355468.2— (the documents on which the reports are founded will be laid
before you by the proper Officers) leaving a surplus in favor of the State, of the
sum of £200393. 14. 1 3/4.
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It now clearly appears, that the several denominations of State securities out-
standing ought to be placed on the same footing, especially, as you did open a
fund, and thereby placed a part of the Debt on interest, while the remaining
part of it, stands without that provision which doubtless, the other claimants are
equally entitled to:—for remedy whereof, it would be proper to renew the fund,
to commence on the first Monday of November next, for the securities that have
not as yet been funded.

On the elucidation of the Finances, I shall farther observe, that by a Resolution
of the 11nth. day of January 1788 “the Treasurer is directed to receive in pay-
ment of all obligations, now in his Office, the current money of the State, or
any denomination of Audited Claims:” It will therefore be necessary for the
guidance of the Executive, that the sense of the General Assembly be fully un-
derstood, in what manner, all other payments of debts due or owing to the State
are to be made, Taxes excepted.

I have drawn Warrants on the Treasurer (on a distant fund appropriated for
that purpose) in favor of several Officers on account of Salaries chargeable to
the Civil Establishment, the sum of £262.10.—also the sum of £89.6 to the Con-
tingent Fund,—and Incidental Charges, amounting to £351.16. and also the sum
of £32.3 being a special appropriation in favor of Peter Wykoff, to be paid out
of any monies in the Treasury, making in all the sum of £383.19.—for which
the vouchers and other documents are in Office:

The arrearages due to the late Delegates in Congress, together with what may
be due and owing to Officers on Salaries, prior to the present appointments, will
require a special appropriation.

The necessary orders have been issued, for carrying into effect the Act for
appointing Militia Officers &c but for the want of a proper Executive Officer,
whose duty it should be to muster the Militia once in every year and make Returns
thereof, the same has not yet been complied with: I have therefore to recom-
mend your vesting power to make such an appointment, together with the nec-
essary provision for services.

The propriety of a revision of the “Act to ascertain the Salaries and fees of
public Officers” &c particularly that part which relates to State fees in the Judi-
ciary Department, as well as establishing a fee Bill for all actions at Law, is sub-
mitted to consideration.

Edwd. Telfair

The Secretary of the Executive will attend either branch at any time, when
they shall please to notify the same with any other communications or corre-
spondence carried on in the Executive Department.

1. MS, Journal of the Proceedings of the Executive Department, Georgia Department
of Archives and History.
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50. Georgia House of Representatives to Governor Edward Telfair
Augusta, 10 June 1790!

To His Excellency Edward Telfair Esqr. Governor and Commander in chief
of the State of Georgia.

The Address of the House of Representatives in General Assembly met.

Sir

The House of Representatives have had under consideration the business
recommended in your Message and upon which you have requested their sen-
timents. We are sorry to find that you should be under any concern for the safety
of the settlers on the frontiers in consequence of the arrival of the foederal
Troops—And tho unsolicited on the part of your Excellency we cannot but
consider that the General Government has consulted the safety and prosperity
of the State by sending those troops

The Resolution alluded to by your Excellency of the 26. January 1789 was
passed previous to the organization of the feederal Government, and could only
operate until that event took place, when the power of making war and peace—
raising and supporting armies—providing for the common defence and general
welfare of the United States—entering into Treaties—and regulating commerce
with the Indian tribes was vested in Congress—. And therefore any negociations
with the Creeks however amicably they may be disposed, otherwise than thro
that channel will be improperly directed

The Act for discharging the State troops was not only expedient but became
indispensable, after the State had adopted the foederal Constitution.

We observe with pleasure from the enclosures accompanying your Message that
the General Government is disposed to establish a firm peace with the Indians on
the basis of Justice and humanity—and we flatter ourselves that such measures
have been adopted as will speedily ensure to the State that blessing. Exposed to
the depredations of the Indians, and suffering under many other inconveniencies
from being a frontier state, it was the policy of Georgia at an early period to adopt
the foederal Government—And we not only find her among the foremost, but
Unanimous in acceeding to the Confederation anticipating those advantages
which would naturally be derived from an efficient General Government, should
it become necessary we are well assured that the force of the Union will be so
directed as to promote the interest and dignity of the United States.

In our opinion it will be impracticable to accomplish a final settlement of the
Accounts of those who have been entrusted with the public monies, as it would
necessarily extend the session to an unusual length of time at this inconvenient
season of the year: We shall however pay as much attention to that part of your
Excellency’s Message as relates to the finances of the State as the nature of the
business requires and time will admit.

The resolution of the 11th. January 1788, only empowers the Treasurer to
receive audited claims in discharge of such obligations as were then in his office;
in all other cases payments to the Treasury (except for taxes) cannot in our
opinion be received but in the paper Medium of the State, or in specie.

1. MS, Journal of the House of Representatives, Georgia Department of Archives and
History.
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Items Printed and Reprinted in Georgia Contained in
Commentaries on the Constitution: Public and Private, 17871788

Georgia Newspapers, 1787-1788

Gazette of the State of Georgia, Savannah
Georgia State Gazette, Augusta

CC:No. Item/Georgia Reprints

CC:3-A The Idea of Separate Confederacies
Boston Independent Chronicle, 15 February 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 12 May

CC:3-C Lycurgus
New York Daily Advertiser, 2 April 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 9 June

CC:4 George Washington Circular Letter
Providence United States Chronicle, 15 March 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 7, 14 June

CC:5-B Extract of a letter from Halifax, via St. Johns,
dated 8 February 1787
New York Journal, 15 March 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 12 May

CC:7 Providence United States Chronicle, 29 March 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 17 May

CC:13 Newport Herald, 12 April 1787
Georgia State Gazelte, 23 June

CC:16-A John Adams: A Defence of the Constitutions

Preface, Massachusetts Gazette, 20 April 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 9 June

CC:18-A Agrarian Unrest and the Constitution
Albany Gazette, 3 May 1787 (not extant)
Gazelle of the State of Georgia, 14 June (excerpt)
Georgia State Gazette, 30 June (excerpt)

CC:18-B Massachusetts Centinel, 16 May 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 21 June
Georgia State Gazette, 7 July
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CC:No.
CC:18-C

CC:18-D

CC:18-F

CC:24

CC:26

CC:29

CC:30-C

CC:30-E

CC:30-G

CC:30-1

CC:30

CC:30-K

CC:35-A

CC:46-A

APPENDIX

Item/Georgia Reprints

Massachusetts Centinel, 19 May 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 21 June (paragraph 2)
Georgia State Gazette, 7 July (paragraph 2)

Litchfield, Conn., Weekly Monitor, 21 May 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 12 July

Virginia Gazette and Weekly Advertiser, 19 July 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 6 September

Pennsylvania Herald, 19 May 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 14 June
Georgia State Gazette, 30 June

Baltimore Maryland Gazette, 22 May 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 28 June (excerpt)
Georgia State Gazette, 7 July

Harrington: To the Freemen of the United States
Pennsylvania Gazette, 30 May 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 11 August

Reports of Constitutional Convention Proceedings
Pennsylvania Herald, 13 June 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 25 August

Philadelphia Independent Gazelteer, 16 June 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 12 July (paraphrase)
Georgia State Gazette, 28 July

Extract of a Letter from Philadelphia, 21 July 1787
Charleston Columbia Herald, 9 August
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 23 August

Pennsylvania Herald, 28 July 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 30 August
Georgia State Gazelle, 8 September

Pennsylvania Herald, 8 August 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 30 August

Pennsylvania Herald, 15 August 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 6 September
Georgia State Gazelle, 22 September

Pennsylvania Herald, 9 June 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 12 July
Georgia State Gazette, 25 August

The United States, Spain, and the Navigation of the
Mississippi River
Maryland Journal, 3 July 1787

Georgia State Gazette, 8 September (6 December 1786

letter)
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CC:No.
CC:46-B

CC:46-C

CC:49

CC:51-B

CC:51-C

CC:62

CC:77-A

CC:96-A

CC:96-B

CC:101

CC:108

CC:110-A

CC:120

CC:123

CC:123

CC:128

CC:130

GEORGIA SUPPLEMENT

Item/Georgia Reprints

Maryland Journal, 3 July 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 8 September

Pennsylvania Packet, 7 July 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 20 October

Charleston Columbian Herald, 5 July 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 11 August

Monarchical Tendencies in America

New Haven Gazelte, 2 August 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 6 September
Georgia State Gazette, 22 September

Pennsylvania Herald, 18 August 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 20 September

New Hampshire Spy, 7 August 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 13 September

Benjamin Franklin’s Speech (Southern Version)
Virginia Independent Chronicle, 5 December 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 16 February 1788

Destiny and George Washington

Delaware Gazette, 26 September 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 18 October
Georgia State Gazette, 24 November

Pennsylvania Gazette, 10 October 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 24 November

Pennsylvania Gazette, 26 September 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 18 October (paragraph 6)

Manryland Journal, 28 September 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 25 October

Massachusetts Centinel, 29 September 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 8 November
(paragraph 1 only)

Boston American Herald, 1 October 1787
Gazelte of the State of Georgia, 8 November (excerpt)

New Hampshire Spy, 2 October 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 8 November

Philadelphia Freeman’s Journal, 3 October 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 25 October

Philadelphia Freeman’s Journal, 3 October 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 25 October

Social Compact
New Haven Gazette, 4 October 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 1 November (excerpt)



CC:No.
CC:134

CC:136

CC:156-A

CC:158

CC:171-C

CC:198

CC:214

CC:227-A

CC:233-A

CC:Volume 1
Appendix I

CC:Volume 1
Appendix I

CC:Volume 1
Appendix I

CC:Volume 1
Appendix I

CC:Volume 2
Appendix I

CC:Volume 2
Appendix I

CC:Volume 2
Appendix I

APPENDIX

Item/Georgia Reprints

James Wilson: Speech at a Public Meeting in Philadelphia
Pennsylvania Herald, 9 October 1787
Georgia State Gazelte, 22, 29 December

Blessings of the New Government
Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer, 6 October 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 8 November

Meeting of Philadelphia Association of Baptist Churches
New York Packet, 12 October 1787
Georgia State Gazelle, 1 December

Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer, 13 October 1787
Georgia State Gazelle, 1 December (paragraph 1)

Pennsylvania Herald, 17 October 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 1 November

Newport Herald, 25 October 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 29 December (paragraph 2 only)

Massachusetts Salem Mercury, 30 October 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 16 February 1788 (excerpt)

Elbridge Gerry to the Massachusetts General Court
Massachusetts Centinel, 3 November 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 6 December

New Jersey Journal, 7 November 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 20 December
Georgia State Gazelte, 29 December

Pennsylvania Packet, 25 September 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 18 October

Pennsylvania Gazette, 10 October 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 25 October
(paragraphs 1-2, 4)

Massachusetts Centinel, 7 November 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 6 December

Pennsylvania Gazette, 7 November 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 6 December

Portland, Maine, Cumberland Gazette, 9 November 1787
Gazelte of the State of Georgia, 27 December

Newport Herald, 15 November 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 6 December

Benjamin Franklin Signing the Constitution
Massachusetts Centinel, 21 November 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 8 November 1788
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CC:No.

CC:Volume 2
Appendix I

CC:Volume 2
Appendix I

CC:Volume 2
Appendix I

CC:372

CC:386-A

CC:407

CC:439

CC:447

CC:Volume 3
Appendix I

CC:Volume 3
Appendix I

CC:504

CC:552

GEORGIA SUPPLEMENT

Item/Georgia Reprints

Lansingburgh Northern Centinel, 20 November 1787
Newport Letter

Gazette of the State of Georgia, 27 December
Providence Letter

Gazette of the State of Georgia, 27 December

Pennsylvania Gazette, 21 November 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 20 December
(paragraphs 1-2)
Georgia State Gazette, 29 December (paragraphs 1-2)

New Jersey Journal, 5 December 1787
Georgia State Gazette, 16 February 1788

New England
Connecticut Courant, 24 December 1787
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 21 February 1788

Maryland Journal, 1 January 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 21 February
Georgia State Gazette, 1 March

An Old Man
Carlisle Gazelte, 2 January 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 14 February

Governor George Clinton: Speech to the New York
Legislature, 11 January 1788
New York Daily Advertiser, 14 January
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 14 February

The Report of New York’s Delegates to the Constitutional
Convention
New York Daily Advertiser, 14 January 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 21 February

Pennsylvania Packet, 21 December 1787
Gazelle of the State of Georgia, 24 January 1788
Georgia State Gazette, 9 February

Political Society of Richmond, Virginia
Pennsylvania Gazette, 2 January 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 14 February

“A.B.”: The Raising
Pennsylvania Gazetle, 6 February 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 14 August

A Yankee

Pennsylvania Mercury, 21 February 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 27 March (verse only)
Georgia State Gazelte, 19 April (verse only)



CC:No.
CC:553

CC:608-A

CC:634

CC:638-A

CC:Volume 4
Appendix I

CC:Volume 4
Appendix I

CC:Volume 4
Appendix I

CC:Volume 4
Appendix I

CC:Volume 4
Appendix I

CC:716-A

CC:Volume 5
Appendix I

CC:Volume 5
Appendix I

CC:799-E

CC:818-C

CC:821

APPENDIX

Item/Georgia Reprints

The New Litany
Virginia Herald, 21 February 1788
Georgia State Gazette, 10 July

The Fabrick of Freedom
Philadelphia Federal Gazette, 8 March 1788
Georgia State Gazette, 17 May 1788, 5 August 1790

Gazelte of the State of Georgia, 20 March 1788
No Georgia reprints

George Washington to Caleb Gibbs

Massachusetts Centinel, 22 March 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 1 May
Georgia State Gazette, 10 May

New York Daily Advertiser, 5 February 1788
Georgia State Gazelte, 3 May

A Correspondent Observes
Newport Herald, 7 February 1788
Georgia State Gazette, 22 March

Salem Mercury, 26 February 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 27 March

New York Journal, 3 March 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 20 March
Georgia State Gazelle, 19 April

Pennsylvania Gazelte, 9 April 1788
Georgia State Gazette, 17 May (paragraph 2)

Amendments Proposed by William Paca in the Maryland

Convention
Maryland Jowrnal, 29 April 1788
Georgia State Gazetle, 31 May

Pennsylvania Gazette, 30 April 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 29 May (paragraph 2)

Pennsylvania Gazette, 7 May 1788
Georgia State Gazetle, 16 August (paragraph 1)

James Wilson Oration, Philadelphia, 4 July 1788
Pennsylvania Gazette, 9 July
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 28 August

New York Convention Circular Letter, 26 July 1788
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., Country Journal, 5 August 1788
Gazelte of the State of Georgia, 21 August

North Carolina Convention Amendments, 2 August 1788

Gazette of the State of Georgia, 28 August
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CC:No.
CC:845

CC:Volume 6
Appendix I

CC:Volume 6
Appendix I

CC:Volume 6
Appendix I

CC:Volume 6
Appendix I

CC:Volume 6
Appendix I

GEORGIA SUPPLEMENT

Item/Georgia Reprints

Resolution of Congress Calling the First Federal Elections
Broadside, New York, 13 September 1788

Gazette of the State of Georgia, 9 October

Georgia State Gazette, 11 October

Pennsylvania Gazette, 11 June 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 10 July (both paragraphs)

Virginia Independent Chronicle, 18 June 1788
Georgia State Gazette, 30 August

Rhode Island
Massachusetts Centinel, 2 July 1788
Georgia State Gazette, 13 September (paragraph 1 only)

New Hampshire Recorder, 5 August 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 16 October
Georgia State Gazelte, 25 October

The Alterations

Pennsylvania Gazetle, 6 August 1788
Gazette of the State of Georgia, 11 September
Georgia State Gazette, 4 October
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ABERCROMBIE, CHARLES (Greene Co.,
Ga.): in Assembly, 15; appointed to state
constitutional convention, 32

ApAMS, JOHN (Braintree, Mass.): Defence of
the Constitutions, 16

AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION: defense
of Ga. not seeking, 34; hope for, 33. See
also Bill of rights; Constitution, U.S.

ANNAPOLIS CONVENTION: commissioners
to, 1, 3n; report from, 1

ANTIFEDERALISTS: opposition to Constitu-
tion expected, 10

ARISTOCRACY: Constitution will lead to,
16. See also Government, debate over na-
ture of

ARMSTRONG, JaMES (Camden Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 26; on Executive
Council, 39, 40

ARMY, STANDING: concern that peace with
Indians could be undone by, 42, 44;
needed to combat Indians, 18, 20

ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION: non-unifor-
mity of commerce weakens, 13; is a ship
on the point of sinking, 10. See also
Confederation Congress

AsHLEY, NATHANIEL (Camden Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 26

AuGUSTA, GA.: as site of Ga. Convention,
31

Bacon, Josian (Liberty Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 25, 26; in Assembly, 15

BALDWIN, ABRAHAM (Augusta, Wilkes Co.,
Ga.): in Assembly, 1

BANKSTON, DANIEL (Washington Co.,
Ga.): elected to Assembly, 24; in Assem-
bly, 15

BARNETT, WiLLIAM (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected sheriff, 22

BiLL oF RIGHTS: not necessary, 11-12. See
also Amendments to Constitution

BrAIR, Jonn (York Co., Va.): appointed to
Constitutional Convention, 2

BooxkER, WiLLiaM F. (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22, 23

Bricas, Isaac (Richmond Co., Ga.): elected
secretary of Convention, 26; pay for, 31

BROADSIDES, PAMPHLETS, AND BOOKS:
John Adams, Defence of the Constitu-
tions, 16; Adam Smith, Wealth of Na-
tions, 36. See also Newspapers; Political
and legal writers and writings; Printers,
publishers, and booksellers

BrownsoN, NATHAN (Effingham Co.,
Ga.): elected to Assembly, 23, 27;
elected Convention delegate, 22; in
Convention, 27; pay for, 30; appointed
to state constitutional convention, 31

BryYANT, LANGLEY (Camden Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 26

BuLLock, JaMEs (Chatham Co., Ga.):
elected clerk, 22

BURKE COUNTY, GA.: assemblymen, 23;
Ga. Convention delegates, 24

BynE, EDMUND [EDWARD] (Burke Co.,
Ga.): elected to Assembly, 23

CAMDEN COUNTY, GA.: assemblymen, 26;
Ga. Convention delegates, 26
CARNES, THOMAS PETER (Franklin Co.,
Ga.): in Assembly, 15
CARR, THOMAS (Richmond Co., Ga.): in
Assembly, 15
CASTRIES, LE MARECHAL DE (France)
—letter to, 18—-19
CecIL, MR.: in Assembly, 1
“CENTINEL” (Samuel Bryan): criticism of
Constitution by, 16
CHATHAM COUNTY, GA.: assemblymen, 22;
Convention delegates, 22; petitions As-
sembly for revisions to Ga. constitution,
15. See also Augusta, Ga.
CHESSNA, CHARLES (Greene Co., Ga.): in
Assembly, 15
CHRISTMAS, ROBERT (Greene Co., Ga.): in
Assembly, 15; elected Convention dele-
gate, 24; pay for, 30
CLARK, MR.: in Assembly, 15
CLARKE, EL1jaAH (Wilkes Co., Ga.): and war
with Indians, 13, 14, 20
—letter from, 8-9
Cray, JosepH (Chatham Co., Ga.), 29;
elected to Assembly, 22; in Assembly,
15

33
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—letters from, 32-33

—letters from, 130-32

CLEVELAND, LARKIN (Franklin Co., Ga.):
appointed to state constitutional con-
vention, 32

CLEVELAND, NEIL (Franklin Co., Ga.): ap-
pointed to state constitutional conven-
tion, 32; on Executive Council, 39, 40

CLINTON, GEORGE (New York City/Ulster
Co., N.Y.)

—Iletter from, 40

CosB, JonN (Richmond Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 22, 23

COMMERCE: non-uniformity of as reason
for Constitution, 13

CONFEDERATION CONGRESS: different
forms of government proposed in, 6; re-
ceives Ga. deed of ratification, 29; se-
crecy of, 8; unable to assist Ga. in war
with Indians, 31. See also Articles of
Confederation

CoNsTITUTION, U.S.: is imperfect, 10

—described as metaphor: the ark that is to
save us, 10; daring attempt to establish
aristocracy among freemen, 16; the great
work, 45; primitive contract, 34-35

See also Amendments to Constitution

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION: Annapolis
Convention calls for, 1, 3n; anticipation
for results of, 8; Ga. elects commission-
ers to, 1-3

CONSTITUTIONS, STATE: have little to do
with the safety and happiness of the
people, 35

CORRUPTION: republics cannot last with,
4-6

CosBy, ForTUNaTUS (Washington Co.,
Ga.)

—letter from, 20

CosBy, SYpNor (Wilkes Co., Ga.)

—letter from, 21

CRrRAWFORD, CHARLES (Richmond Co.,
Ga.): elected to Assembly, 22, 23; ap-
pointed to state constitutional conven-
tion, 31; in Assembly, 15

CRAWFORD, JOEL (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22, 23

CREEK NATION. See Indians

DanieLL, THOMAS (Greene Co., Ga.):
clected Convention delegate, 24; pay
for, 20

DaNIELL, WiLLIAM (Ga.): on Executive
Council, 39, 40

Davrs, JENkIN (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 23, 27; elected
Convention delegate, 22; in Convention,
27; pay for, 30; appointed to state con-
stitutional convention, 31

Day, J. (Chatham Co., Ga.): elected to As-
sembly, 22

DEBT, U.S.: Ga. cedes land to U.S. to pay,
34

DEBTS, PRIVATE: Ga. lands as incentives to
debtors from other states, 36-37

DEmMOCRACY: importance of private prop-
erty in, 4—6. See also Government, de-
bate over nature of

DEvEAUX, PETER (Chatham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22; in Assembly, 29

DickINsON, JoHN (Wilmington, New Cas-
tle Co., Del.): and Annapolis Conven-
tion, 1

Discoursk: lack of in Ga. Convention, 34

DIvERSITY: of opinions benefits mankind,
33

DOLLAR, JonN (Liberty Co., Ga.): elected
sheriff, 25, 27

DONALDSON, JOoHN

—letter to, 32

Dowsk, GipeoN (Liberty Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 25, 26; in Assembly,
15; appointed to state constitutional
convention, 31

Dunwooby, James (Liberty Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 25, 26; appointed
to state constitutional convention, 31

ErriINGHAM COUNTY, GA.: assemblymen,
22-23; Ga. Convention delegates, 27

ELBERT, SAMUEL (Chatham Co., Ga.):
elected sheriff, 22

ErvuiorT, JonN (Liberty Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 25, 27; elected Convention
delegate, 21, 25; in Convention, 26; pay
for, 30

ELLis, SoLomoN (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22, 23

EMANUEL, DAVID (Burke Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 23

FacTIiONS: is natural between states, 10-11

FARR, PETER (Ga.): pay as doorkeeper, 31

Few, BENjaMIN (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22, 23; in Assembly,
15

Few, WiLLiam (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected Convention delegate, 22, 23; pay
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for, 30; appointed to state constitutional
convention, 31

—letter to, 6-7

Few, WiLLiaM, SR. (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected coroner, 22

F1sHBOURNE, BENjAMIN (Chatham Co.,
Ga.): elected to Assembly, 22; on Execu-
tive Council, 39, 40

FrrzpeaTrick, WiLLiaM (Greene Co., Ga.):
in Assembly, 15

FLORIDA: Ga. petitions Spain to return
runaway slaves in, 28; Indians obtain
arms from, 19, 28

Forre1GN Arrairs: N.C. rejection of Consti-

tution diminishes, 33
FORrREST, ANTOINE DE LA (France)
—letter from, 19
Fort, ARTHUR (Wilkes Co., Ga.): in As-

sembly, 15, 29; appointed to state consti-

tutional convention, 31

ForT, OWEN (Washington Co., Ga.): in As-

sembly, 15

FRANKLIN, STATE OF: allies with Ga. against

Indians, 19, 27-28
FurMAN, RicHARD (Charleston, S.C.)
—letter to, 41

GARDNER, SAMUEL (Franklin Co., Ga.): ap-
pointed to state constitutional conven-
tion, 32

GEORGIA: allies with State of Franklin
against Indians, 19, 27-28; asks Spain to
stop military aid to Indians, 27; benefits
most from Constitution, 34; commission-
ers request military assistance from Con-
gress, 31; commissioners seek allegiance
of Alexander McGillivray, 28; deed of
ratification, 29; Dutch republic’s discon-
tent could motivate immigration to, 38;
early ratification by defended, 33-34;
cedes land to U.S. to pay debts, 34; in-
jured by war with Indians, 32; lands are
cheap and rich, 37; needs an increased
population for prosperity, 35—39; peti-
tions Spain to stop harboring runaway
slaves in Florida, 28; ratifies Constitution,
29; state treasury account, 43—44; super-
seded by federal government in Indian
affairs, 45; unable to obtain assistance
from Confederation Congress against In-
dians, 31; at war with Creek Indians, 8-9,
13, 18-21, 27-28, 31, 32, 33, 36, 41

GEORGIA ASSEMBLY: election for, 22-27;
elects delegates to Constitutional Con-

vention, 1-3, 16; expense account for
Ga. Convention, 29-31; letter from Gov.
Telfair to, 41-44; on location and date
of Ga. Convention, 18; meets to discuss
war with Creek Indians, 7; proceedings
of, 1-3, 15, 29-32; recommend pro-
claiming Ga. to be in alarm, 8; resolu-
tion on peace with Creek Indians, 42; to
revise Ga. Constitution after adoption of
U.S. Constitution, 31-32; urged to con-
sider incentives for Ga. immigration,
33-39; grants governor authority to
cease war with Indians for negations, 15;
passes An Act for Suppressing Violence
of the Indians, 15; response to Gov. Tel-
fair’s letter by, 45

“A GEORGIA BACKWOODSMAN”: text of, 33—

34

GEORGIA CONSTITUTION (1777): to be re-
vised after adoption of U.S. Constitu-
tion, 31-32, 41; Chatham Co. petitions
for alterations of, 15; document, 1; Gov-
ernor issues order for revisions of, 39, 40

GEORGIA CONSTITUTION (1789), 41

GEORGIA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
(1789): letter to on assimilating Ga. con-
stitution to U.S. Constitution, 41

GEORGIA CONVENTION (1787-1788): deed
of ratification, 29; election of delegates
to, 16, 21-22; expenses for, 29-31; jour-
nal of, 28; resolution on location and
date of, 18

GEORGIA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL: issues or-
der for revisions to Ga. constitution, 39,
40, 42; minutes of, 39, 40

GEORGIA GOVERNOR: Assembly grants au-
thority to negotiate end of war with In-
dians, 15

GiBBONS, THOMAS (Chatham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22; in Assembly, 15;
elected Convention delegate, 22, 25; pay
for, 31

GiBBONS, WiLL1AM, SR. (Chatham Co.,
Ga.): elected to Assembly, 22

Grascock, THomas (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22, 23

GLYNN CouNTY, GA.: Ga. Convention del-
egates, 24

Gop: endowed mankind with variety of
opinions, 33

GORHAM, JoHN (Franklin Co., Ga.): pay
for, 30

GOVERNMENT, DEBATE OVER NATURE OF:
bill of rights not necessary, 11-12; dif-
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ferent forms of government proposed
in Continental Congress, 6; government
is strengthened by increased popula-
tion, 35-39; security and prosperity in-
creased by Union, 34-35; U.S. Constitu-
tion is attempt to establish aristocracy,
16. See also Aristocracy; Democracy; Re-
publican form of government

GOVERNMENTS, ANCIENT AND MODERN:
bill of rights more necessary under feu-
dalism, 12; Dutch republic’s discontent
could motivate emigration to Ga., 38;
Greece as example of innate factional-
ism, 11; Roman republic encouraged
population growth, 35; virtue and love
of country existed in all free govern-
ments, 4—6. See also Governments, an-
cient and modern; Great Britain

GRAVES, JoHN (Liberty Co., Ga.): elected
clerk, 25, 27

Graves, THoMAs (Liberty Co., Ga.): in As-
sembly, 2, 15; elected to Assembly, 25,
26

GREAT BrITAIN: did not need bill of
rights, 11-12. See also Governments, an-
cient and modern

GREEN, JonN (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 23, 27; on Execu-
tive Council, 40, 41

GREEN, McKEeEN (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 23, 27

GREENE COUNTY, GA.: Ga. Convention del-
egates, 24

GREIR, WiLLIAM (Greene Co., Ga.): in As-
sembly, 15; appointed to state constitu-
tional convention, 32

GuIoN, Isaac (New Bern, N.C.)

—letter to, 32

HABERSHAM, ISABELLA (Mrs. Joseph)
(Chatham Co., Ga.)

—letters to, 14, 29

HaBERsHAM, JaMES (Chatham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22; in Assembly, 15

—Iletters from, 13-14, 41; cited, 29

HapERsHAM, JOHN (Chatham Co., Ga.):
appointed to state constitutional con-
vention, 31

—letters to, 13—14, 14; cited, 14

HaBERsHAM, JoseEPH (Chatham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22; in Assembly, 1,
15, 29; elected Convention delegate, 22,
25; pay for, 30

—letters from, 14, 29

HANDLEY, GEORGE (Glynn Co., Ga.):
elected Convention delegate, 24; pay
for, 30; appointed to state constitutional
convention, 31; on Executive Council,
39, 40

—proclamation, 40

HappriNEss: Ga. must resolve dispute with
Indians before people can have, 41; a
main object of any people, 34

Harpy, Jonn (Liberty Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 25, 26

HaRrris, NATHAN (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected clerk, 22

HeArD, STEPHEN (Wilkes Co., Ga.): in As-
sembly, 15

HeNRY, PATRICK (Prince Edward Co.,
Va.): appointed to Constitutional Con-
vention, 2

HiLLary, CHRISTOPHER (Glynn Co., Ga.):
elected Convention delegate, 24; pay
for, 30; appointed to state constitutional
convention, 31

HisTory: decisive measures are required
in certain periods, 10. See also Govern-
ments, ancient and modern

HorToN, THOMAS (Greene Co., Ga.): ap-
pointed to state constitutional conven-
tion, 32

HoOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S.: low
population reduces Ga. representation
in, 13

HousTouN, JonN (Chatham Co., Ga.): ap-
pointed to state constitutional conven-
tion, 31

HousTtoun, WiLLiam (Chatham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22

HoweLr, CarLes (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 23; in Assembly, 15;
elected Convention delegate, 22; in
Convention, 27

HoweLL, DaNieEL (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 23, 27

HumaN NATURE: blaming enemy is, 3-4,
6-7; differences of opinion, 33; preju-
dice and resentment are, 12; revenge is,
18. See also Factions

IMMIGRATION: encouraged for increased
prosperity of Ga., 33-39

INDIANS: claim Ga. breaks treaties, 1-3, 6—
7, and Creek leader Alexander McGilli-
vray, 3—4, 27-28; federal government in
charge of war and peace with, 45; Ga.
passes An Act for Suppressing Violence
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of the Indians, 15; at war with Ga., 8-9,
13, 18-21, 27-28, 31, 32, 33, 36, 41; Ga.
claims treaties broken by, 6-7; Ga. in-
jured by war with, 32; war imminent
with, 3—4, 6-7; obtain arms from Span-
ish Florida, 19; period of peace with, 42;
revenge and misinformation escalate
war with, 18; standing army suggested to
combat, 18; trade with Spanish and En-
glish merchants, 19, 28; treaty with pre-
dicted, 33

INSTALLMENT AcTs: delays debt collection,
36-37

INTEREST GROUPS: of states are different
but valid, 11

IrvIN [IRWIN], JERED (Washington Co.,
Ga.): elected to Assembly, 24; elected
Convention delegate, 24; pay for, 30; ap-
pointed to state constitutional conven-
tion, 32

IRWIN, ALEXANDER (Washington Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 24

Jackson, GEN. James (Chatham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 1, 2, 22, 26

Jackson, JosepH (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 23, 27; in Assembly,
15

JonnsToN, SAMUEL (Perquimans Co.,
N.C.)

—letter from cited, 40

Jonegs, JonN (Burke Co., Ga.): elected to
Assembly, 23; in Assembly, 15

Jubiciary, U.S.: role of, 13

JUry TRIAL: is paramount, 12. See also
Amendments to Constitution; Judiciary,
U.S.

Jury TRIAL IN C1viL CASES: unnecessary in
U.s., 12

Kemp, JONATHAN (Burke Co., Ga.): in As-
sembly, 15

KiNG, JonN (Wilkes Co., Ga.): elected
Convention delegate, 84; pay for, 123;
appointed to state constitutional con-
vention, 127

LamBrIGHT, JonN (Liberty Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 25, 27

LAND: are inexpensive and rich, 37; immi-
gration encouraged to increase value of,
34-39; new Ga. constitution predicted
to increase value of, 33; sale of delayed
for new Ga. constitution, 33

LAND OFFICE AcT, 1

LaNg, THoMAs (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected sheriff, 23, 27; appointed to
state constitutional convention, 31

LANIER, BENJAMIN (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 23, 27; in Assembly,
15

Lawson, HuGgH (Burke Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 23; in Assembly, 15

Lawson, JonN (Liberty Co., Ga.): elected
coroner, 25, 27

LEwis, Jacos (Burke Co., Ga.): elected to
Assembly, 23; in Assembly, 15

Lewis, THoMAs (Burke Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 23

LiBerTY: free people will not remain quiet
under invasion of, 11; private property
is necessary under, 5. See also The Peo-
ple; Sovereignty

LiBErTY COUNTY, GA.: assemblymen, 25,
26-27; Ga. Convention delegates, 25,
26

LitTLE, NoAH (Boscawen, N.H.): in As-
sembly, 15

LovEg, Davip (Greene Co., Ga.): in Assem-
bly, 15

Lyman, ELinu (Liberty Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 25, 27; in Assembly, 15; on
Executive Council, 39, 40

McCary, GEorGE (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 23, 27

MCcFARLIN, JaMES (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22, 23

McGILLIVRAY, ALEXANDER (Creek Indian
Chief) (Ga.), 17, 28

—letter from, 3—4

McInTosH, LAcHLAN (Camden Co., Ga.):
appointed to state constitutional con-
vention, 31

MCcIVER, ALEXANDER (Liberty Co., Ga.): in
Assembly, 15

McLeop, NeiLL (Moore Co., N.C.), 14

McNEIL, JaMES (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22; in Assembly, 15;
elected Convention delegate, 22, 23; pay
for, 30; appointed to state constitutional
convention, 31

MADISON, JamEs (Orange Co., Va.): ap-
pointed to Constitutional Convention,
2

MasoN, GEORGE (Fairfax Co./Stafford
Co., Va.): appointed to Constitutional
Convention, 2
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MaTHEWS, GEORGE (Wilkes Co., Ga.):
elected Convention delegate, 24; pay
for, 30

—letter from, 6-7

—proclamation, 7

—letters to, 1, 2, 8-9, 16

MaxweLL, EMANUEL B. (Chatham Co.,
Ga.): elected to Assembly, 22

MAaXWELL, JAMES (Liberty Co., Ga.):
clected to Assembly, 25, 26; elected
Convention delegate, 21, 25; in Conven-
tion, 26; pay for, 30

MEeazeL, LUKE (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 23, 27

MERIWETHER, FraNcCIS (Wilkes Co., Ga.):
in Assembly, 15

MIDDLETON, ROBERT (Greene Co., Ga.):
elected Convention delegate, 24; pay
for, 30

MiLITARY: necessity of, 12. See also Militia

MiLITIA: assisted by State of Franklin in
war with Indians, 19, 27-28; battles
against Creek Indians, 8-9, 18-21, 27—
28, 33; discharged after adoption of
U.S. Constitution, 42, 44, 45; land as
compensation to, 19, 20, 42; troops
raised for war with Indians, 18-19

MiLTON, JonN (Glynn Co., Ga.): elected
Convention delegate, 24; pay for, 30; as
Ga. secretary of state, 7, 40; appointed
to state constitutional convention, 31

MiINOR, GARRET (Louisa Co., Va.)

—letters to, 20, 21

MoNTMORIN, COMTE DE (France)

—letters to, 19, 27-28, 28, 31

MooRrE, WiLLiam (Wilkes Co., Ga.): on Ex-
ecutive Council, 2

MoRrgis, JouN (Burke Co., Ga.): elected to
Assembly, 23

MuscOGEE NATION. See Indians

NATURAL RIGHTS: must partially surrender
to secure others, 10

NEBLACK, WiLLIAM (Camden Co., Ga.):
elected clerk, 26

NEIDLINGER, J. G. (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected clerk, 23, 27

NELSON, JAMES, 21

NEVIN, THACKER (Washington Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 24

NEw HAMPSHIRE: expected to ratify Con-
stitution, 27

NEWSPAPERS: accuracy of on Indian wars
questioned, 17

CONNECTICUT NEWSPAPERS
—New Haven Gazelle: printed, 79

GEORGIA NEWSPAPERS
— Gazette of the State of Georgia: printed, 8,
16, 22-23, 25, 26, 34-39
— Georgia State Gazette: printed, 4-6, 8, 22,
24, 26-27

MASSACHUSETTS AND MAINE NEWSPAPERS
— Massachusetts Centinel: printed, 27

NEW YORK NEWSPAPERS
—Daily Advertiser: printed, 17, 25

PENNSYLVANIA NEWSPAPERS
— Pennsylvania Gazelte: printed, 27—30
— Pennsylvania Packet: printed, 136

SouTH CAROLINA NEWSPAPERS

City Gazelte: printed, 33—-34

— Columbian Herald: printed, 22

See also Broadsides, pamphlets, and books;
Printers, publishers, and booksellers

NorTH CAROLINA: letter to Ga. Executive
Council from, 40; negative effects of re-
jection of Constitution by, 33

O’BRrYEN, WiLLIAM (Chatham Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22

O’NEAL, FERDINAND (Camden Co./Liberty
Co., Ga.): elected to Assembly, 25, 27

OsBORNE, HENRY (Camden Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 26; in Assembly, 1;
elected Convention delegate, 26; pay
for, 30; appointed to state constitutional
convention, 32

Oscoob, Josian (Liberty Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 25, 26; in Assembly,
15

OTT10, Louts-GuiLLAUME (France)

—letter from, 27-28

PaTrIOTISM: republics cannot exist with-
out, 4—6

PATTERSON, MR.: in Assembly, 2

PEACE: is only durable if government pun-
ishes Indians, 19; only established when
Congress gets all Indian land, 36; with
Indians is jeopardized by a standing
army, 42; with Indians can only be
maintained by a standing army, 18

ThE PEOPLE: wish to do what is right, 5.
See also Sovereignty

PERRY, Isaac (Burke Co., Ga.): elected to
Assembly, 23



INDEX 59

PETRY, JEAN-BAPTISTE (France)
—letters from, 18-19, 28, 31
“PHILANTHROPOS”: text of, 4—6
Pierce, WiLLiam (Chatham Co., Ga.)
—letter from, 10-13
—letter to, 6-7
PoriTicaAL AND LEGAL WRITERS AND
WRITINGS: John Adams, Defence of the
Constitutions, 16; Montesquieu, 5; Adam
Smith, Wealth of Nations, 36. See also
Broadsides, pamphlets, and books
PoruraTION: along with industry are re-
quired for prosperity, 35—-36; Ga. will
benefit from increased, 33-39
PoweLL, JamEes (Liberty Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 25, 26; elected Convention
delegate, 21, 25; in Convention, 26; pay
for, 30; appointed to state constitutional
convention, 317
PoweLL, Joun (Burke Co., Ga.): elected to
Assembly, 23; in Assembly, 29, 30; ap-
pointed to state constitutional conven-
tion, 31
PresipeNT, U.S.: authority of equal to
British monarch, 12; role of, 13
PRINTERS, PUBLISHERS, AND BOOKSELLERS:
Ga. legislature account with, 32. See also
Broadsides, pamphlets, and books;
Newspapers
PROPERTY, PRIVATE: importance of in a
free society, 4-6
PROSPERITY: requires a populous state,
35-36
Pseuponywms: Centinel (Samuel Bryan),
16; A Georgia Backwoodsman, 33—-34;
Philanthropos, 4-6; Tullius, 34—39

RanporprH, EbpMUnD (Henrico Co., Va.):
appointed to Constitutional Conven-
tion, 2

—letter from, 2; cited, 2

RATIFICATION, PROCEDURE FOR: ratified by
eight states, 36

REESE, JoEL (Burke Co., Ga.): in Assembly,
15

REPUBLICAN FORM OF GOVERNMENT: is
strengthened by increased population,
35-39; public credit must be preserved
in, 4-6; virtue and love of country are
essential for, 4—6. See also Government,
debate over nature of

RicaMoND COUNTY, GA.: assemblymen,
23; Ga. Convention delegates, 23

Run~oLps, HArMoN (Washington Co.,
Ga.): in Assembly, 15

RUTHERFURD, JoHN (Washington Co.,
Ga.): elected to Assembly, 24; elected
Convention delegate, 24; pay for, 30; ap-
pointed to state constitutional conven-
tion, 32

SAUNDERS, JESSE (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 22, 23; in Assembly,
15

SAVANNAH, GA.: Indian attack on feared,
18, 19

SEAGROVE, JAMES (Camden Co., Ga.):
elected Convention delegate, 26; pay
for, 30; elected to Assembly, 26; in As-
sembly, 1, 15; appointed to state consti-
tutional convention, 32

SEPARATION OF POWERS: precludes need
for bill of rights, 11. See also Judiciary,
U.S.; President, U.S.

SLAVERY: Ga. petitions Spain to remove
refuge in Florida for, 28

SmiTH, JoHN E. (Augusta, Ga.): as state
printer, 31, 32, 39

SouTH CAROLINA: criticism of plantation
owners from, 76: ratifies Constitution,
32, 33

SOVEREIGNTY: Constitution threatens
states’, 10, 11, 13. See also The People

SpAIN: asked by Ga. to stop giving aid to
Indians, 19, 27; Ga. petitions for return
of runaway slaves in Florida, 28; Indians
obtain arms from Florida, 19, 28; war
with probable, 36

STANLY, JoHN WRIGHT (New Bern, N.C.)

—letter to, 33

STATES UNDER THE ARTICLES OF CONFED-
ERATION: will collapse without new gov-
ernment, 10

STATES, IMPACT OF CONSTITUTION ON:
Constitution was limited by dissonant
interests of, 10; have separate but valid
interests, 11; must surrender some
rights to secure others, 10; U.S. Consti-
tution threatens sovereignty of, 10, 11,
13

STEPHENS, WiLLIAM (Chatham Co., Ga.):
elected Convention delegate, 22, 25; pay
for, 30

STEVENS, THOMAS (Liberty Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 26, 27

SurLivaN, FLorENCE (Wilkes Co., Ga.): in
Assembly, 15; elected Convention dele-
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gate, 24; pay for, 30; appointed to state
constitutional convention, 31

SUMNER, THOMAS (Liberty Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 25, 27

TavLpoT, JouN (Wilkes Co., Ga.): in Assem-
bly, 15
TALIAFERRO, BENJAMIN (Wilkes Co., Ga.):
in Assembly, 15
TATTNALL, JosiaH (Chatham Co., Ga.):
clected to Assembly, 22
TELFAIR, EDWARD (Savannah, Ga.):
elected Convention delegate, 23, 24; pay
for, 30; appointed to state constitutional
convention, 31
—message from, 41-44
Traomas, ROBERT (Greene Co., Ga.): in
Assembly, 15
THOMPSON, JAMES
—letter to, 33
TraomsoN, CHARLEs (New York City)
—letters from, 16; cited, 2, 39, 40
TaoRrN, Davip (Effingham Co., Ga.):
elected coroner, 23, 27
Topb, HENRY (Burke Co., Ga.): elected
Convention delegate, 23, 24; pay for, 30
TreATIES: with Creek Indians predicted,
16, 33, 42; new federal government in
control of, 45
TUCKER, ST. GEORGE (Chesterfield Co.,
Va.)
—letter to, 10-13
“TuLLius”: text of, 34-39

Unr1on: Constitution will promote, 34; en-
dangered by N.C. rejecting Constitu-
tion, 33; increases security and prosper-
ity, 34-35; will increase movement
between states, 37

VIRTUE: republics need, 4-6

WAGNON, JouN PETER (Burke Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 23

WarLTON, GEORGE (Burke Co., Ga.): in As-
sembly, 1, 15; elected Convention dele-
gate, 23, 24; appointed to state constitu-
tional convention, 31

—letter from, 41

WAMBERSIE, EMANUEL: compensation for
use of house, 30, 31

WaRr: with Creek Indians, 8-9, 13, 18-21,
27-28, 31, 32, 33, 36, 41; with Creek In-
dians imminent, 6—7; each side justifies
their reasons for, 6-7, 8-9; escalates on
revenge and misinformation, 18; Ga. in-
jured by war with Indians, 32; Ga. passes
An Act for Suppressing Violence of the
Indians, 15; Genl. Clarke battle with In-
dians misrepresented, 13; with Indians
paid by tax on properties, 19; with Spain
probable, 36; State of Franklin assists
Ga. militia against Creeks, 19, 27-28. See
also Foreign affairs; Military

WASHINGTON, GEORGE (Fairfax Co., Va.):
appointed to Constitutional Conven-
tion, 2

WaSHINGTON COUNTY, GA.: Ga. Conven-
tion delegates, 24

WarTs, JouN (Washington Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 24; in Assembly, 15;
appointed to state constitutional con-
vention, 32

WEED, Jacos (Camden Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 26; in Assembly, 1

WEED, JaMEs (Camden Co., Ga.): elected
Convention delegate 26; pay for, 30

WEREAT, JoHN (Richmond Co., Ga.):
elected Convention delegate, 22, 23;
elected president of Convention, 26, 30;
pay for, 30

—letter from, 29

WiLkEs COUNTY, GA.: Ga. Convention del-
egates, 24

WiILKINSON, REUBEN (Washington Co.,
Ga.): elected to Assembly, 24; elected
Convention delegate, 24; pay for, 31; on
Executive Council, 2

WiLLiAMS, ABNER (Camden Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 26

WirLLiams, WiLsoN (Camden Co., Ga.):
elected sheriff, 26

WINN, PETER (Liberty Co., Ga.): elected to
Assembly, 25, 26

Woopb, HENry (Liberty Co., Ga.): elected
to Assembly, 25, 26; in Assembly, 15

WoobLaND, JamEs (Camden Co., Ga.):
elected coroner, 26

WRIGHT, JaMES (England), 17

WYKOFF, PETER, 44

WyTHE, GEORGE (Williamsburg, Va.): ap-
pointed to Constitutional Convention, 2

YOUNG, ALEXANDER (Camden Co., Ga.):
elected to Assembly, 26
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!

"~ GEORGIA
In CONVENTION, Janvary 24, 1777.

RESOLVED,

THAT a Committee of feven be appointed by ballot, to reconfider

and revife the form of s Conftitution, heretofore propofed and re-
ported, for the government of this State; and that they be ballotred
gor this afternoon.

Jawuvarvy 24, 1777. P. M.

The Houfe proceeded to ballot for a Committee to reconfider and re-
vife the form of a Conftitution, when it appeared that Mefrs. Burson
Guwinsett, William Belcker, Yofeph Woed, Jofiab Lewis, Jobn-Adam Treuthn,
Hesry Fones, and George Wells, were duly eleéted that Comnmittee.

Janvary 29, 1777.

M:. Gwinwest, {rom the Committee appointed to revife and confider
the drzught of a Conftitution for the governm=nt of this State, brought
in their repore, which was received, and read for the firft time.

Janvary 30, 1777.

Read the Conftitution the fccond time, agreeable to the order of the
day.

Janvary 31, 1777

Read the Contftitution the third time; and then proceeded to read the
fame paragraph by parsgraph, and euzce fome progrefs therein.

Ordered,

That it be taken into confideration to-smorrow morning,

Frorvary 1,
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Fxarvarvy 1, 1777,

The Houwfe proceeded to confider the Conftitution paragraph by pa-
ragraph, aond adjcuraed its further confideration tll Mudday mosning.

Franvary 3 3777

The Houfe took the draught of the Conftitution into confideration,
and after fome timé fpent therein, adjourned (il to-morrow mo:ding,

Frarnvary 4, 1777.

The Houfr: proceeded to the confideration of the Conftitution, and
went through the fame; which was again read with the amendments.

Ordered,

That it be réad to-morrow morning, fot the hft time.

Frsnvary 35 1777

Read the Con®ftution sgreeable to the order of the day, when the
Houfe uraximenfl) agreed to the fame; and ordered, that five hundred
copies be immediately ftruck off, with the A& of Diftribution, mede
§n the reign of Charles the Rcond, and the Habeas Corpin A& an:

nexed; and that the Committee appointed to bring in the Conftitution do
fuperintend the preis.

A true capy from the mimutes,

EDWARD LANGWORTHY, Secretary.
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Tug CONSTITUTION

OF THE

STATE er GEOR GIA,

HERE A S the condu® of the legiflature of Great-Britain

w* for maay vears paft, has been fooppreflive on the people of A+

& merica, thas-of late years, they have plainly declared, and affert-
¥AWS e aright toraife taxes upon the people of America,and to make
hwstobindthem in all cafcs whatfoever, without their confent ; whichcon-
dutt being repugnant to the common rights of mankind, hath obliged
the Americans,. as freemen, to oppofe fuch oppreflive meafures, and
to affert the righrsand privileges they are intitled to, ! ~thelawsof nature
and reafon; and accordingly it hath been done by theg” .eral confent of all
the peaple of the States of New-Hampthire, Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode.
1Nland, ConneQicut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the Counties
of New-Caftle, Kent and Suffex on Delaware, Maryland,. Virginia,
North:Carolina, Sooth-Carolina, and Georgia, given by their Repre-
fentatives met together in General Congrefs, in the city of Philadelphia,

AND wherEAs it hath been recommended by the faid Congrefs on
the fifteenth of May laft, to the retpetive Affemblics and Conven-
tions of the United States, where no government, {ufficient to the exi-
gencies of their affairs, hath been hicherto eftabhifhed, to adopt fuch go-
vernmeut, as may, in theopinion of the Reprefentatives of the people,
beft conduce to the happinets, and faicty of their conftituentsin periicu-
Jar, and America in general,

Ano wasreas the Independence of the United States of America
has been alfo decl:red, on the fourth day of july, one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy nx, by the faid Fonorable “ongrefs, and all political
conneltion between them, and the Crown of Great-B:itain is in confe-

quence thercof difivlved.
W
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(2]

W2 thesefore the Reprefentatives of the people, froms whom afl pow-
ef oriinates, ind for whofé bunefit all government is intended, by vircue
of the power delegaged to us, DO ordain and declare, and it is hereby or-.
dained and declared, that the following rules and regulations be adopted
for the futGre gbvernment of this State.

1. The legillative, executive, and judiciary departments fhall be fe-
parate and ditin&, (o that neither excrcife the powers properly belong-
ang to the other, ,

II. The legiflature of this State fhall be compofed of the Reprefentat'ves
of the people, asis herein after pointed our: And the Repretentatives thall

. be elected yearly, and every yeur, on the fi: ft Tuelday in December; and
the Reprefentatives fo elc@ted, fhall meet the firft Tuefday in January
following, at Savannah, or any other place or places, where the Houfe of
Affembly tor che time being fhall dire&.

On the it day of the mesting of the Reprefentatives fo chofen, they
fhall procerd to the choice of a Governor, who thall be filed Homowrabdle,
and of an Ex-cutive Council, by baliot cut of their own body; viz. two
from eich county, except thofe counties which are not yet entitled o
fend ten Members. One of each county fhe'l always attend, where the
Governor refides, by monthly rotation; unlefs the Members of each
county agree for a longer or fhorter periody this is not intended to ex-
clude either Member attendirg: The remaining number of Reprefenta-
tives fhall be called the Houfe of Affembly; and the majority of the
Men bers of the faid Houfe fhall have power to proceed on bufinefs.

IIL. It fhall be an unalterable rule, that the Houle of Affembly fhall

- empire, and be at an end yearly and every year, cn the day prececding the
day of ele@ion, mentioned in the foregoing rule,

IV. The reprefentation fhall be divided in the following manner, ten
M-:mbers for each county. asis herein afterdireCled, excepting the county
ot Liberty, which containsthree parifhes,and that thall be allowed tourtren,

The Ceded Lands, north of Ogeechic fhall be ore county, and known
by the name or Wiikes.

The panth of St Paul thall be another county, and known by the
name ot Richirond.

The panfh of St. George fhall be anothes ccunty, and known by the
name of Burke.

The parnith of St, Matthew, and the v.pper part of St. Philip, above Ca-
nouchie, fhall be another county, and known by the name ot Effingham,
The
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* The parith of Chrift Chorch, and the lower part of St, Philip, below
Lanouchie, fhall be another county, and known by the name of Chatham.

The panthes of St. John, St. Andrew, and 5t. James, thall be another
<runty, snd known by the name «{ Liberty.

The panthes of St. Dawid and St. Patrick fhall be another county, and
&nown by the name of Glyn.

Tlie prrithes of St. Thomas and St. Mary fhall be another county, and
known by the name of Camnden.

The port and town ot Savannah fhall be allowed fou: Members 19 re-
prefent their trade.

The port and town of Sunbury fhall be allowed two Members 1o te-
prefent their trade.

V. The two counics of Glyn and Camden fhall have one Reprefenta-
tive each, and alfo they, and ail o.hcer counties that may hereafter be laid
out by the Houfe of Aflembly, thali be under the following regulations,
v.z. at their Gt inflicution, cach county thall have one Member, pravided
the inhabitants of the faid county (hall have ten electors; and if thirty,
they fhall have twu ; it foity, threey it fixty, four; if cighty, fix; if an
bundre ' and upwards, ten; at which ume two Executive Counfellors
fhall be chofen from them, as is dire@ed for the other counties.

" VL. The Reprefentatives fhall be chofen out of the refidents in each -
county, who fhall have refided, at leaft twelve months in this State, and
three munthis in the county, where they fhall be olected ; except the
frecholders cf the cour ties of Glyn and Canden, who are in a ftzte of
alarm, and who fhall huve the hiberty of chufing one Member each, as
fpecified in the articles of this Conftitution, in any other county, until
they have refidents, fufficient to qualify them for more: And they (hall
be of the proteftant religion, and of the age of twenty-one years, and -
fl.2}1 be poffefled in their own rightof two hundred and fitivacres ot land,
or fome property to the amount of two hundred and fitty peunds.

VII. The Houfe of AAicmbly fhall have power to make fuch laws,
and regulations, as mav be conducive to the good order and well Ix-ing
of the State ; provided fuch laws and regulations be not repugnant to
th= trucintent and meanin;, cf any rule or regulatiun, contained in this
Contlitution,

The Houle of Affembly (hall alfo have power to repeal all laws, and
ordinances, they Aind injurious to tie people: And tac Houfe thall chufe

s
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dts own Spesker, appoiatits own officers, fettle its own yules of proceed.
ing, and dirett writll”of eleftion, fcr fupplying intermediste vacanciesy
and fhallhave powerof sdjournment to any time, or times wishin the year,

VIII. All laws and ordinances fhall be three times read, and each reade
ing thall be on different and feparate days, except in caies of grest nee
ceffity, and dangery and all laws and ordinances fhall be fent to the Exe.
cutive Council, after the fecord reading, for their perufal and advice,

J1X. All male white inhabitants, of the sge of twenty one years, and

flcledin his own right, of ten pounds value,andliable to pay tax in this

tate, or being of any mechanic trade, and fhall have been refident fix
months in this State, (hall have a rightzo vote at all eletions for Repre-
fentatives, or any other officers, herein agreed to be chofen by the people
at large; and every perfon having a right to vote at any ion, fhall
vote by ballot perionally.

X. No officer whatever (hall ferve any procefs, orgive any other hin-
derance to any perfon intitled to vote, either in going to the place of
eleCtion, or during the time of the faid elettion, or on their returning
home from fuch ele&ion ; nor fhall any military afficer, or foldier,appear
at any elettion in a military charaler, to the inteng thag all cleéehons
may be free and open.

" XI. No perfon fhall be entitled to more than one vote, which thall be
given in the county where fuch perfon refides, except as before excepted;
nor thall any perfon, who hclds any title of nobility, be enutled to a
vote, or be capable of ferving as a Reprefentative, or hold any poft of
honour, praofit or truft, in this State, whilft fuch perfon claims his title of
nobility ; but if the perfon fhall give up {uch diftintion, in the manaer,
as may be direCted by any future legiflature, then, and in fuch cafe, he
fhall be enutled 1o a vote, and reprefent, as before durefted; and enjoy
all the other benefits of a free citizen.

XII. Every perion avfenting himfelf from an eletion, and fhall negle&
to give in his, or their ballot, at fuch ele@ion, thall be fubjet toa penalty
not excecding five pounds ; the mode of recovery, and aifo the appro-
priation thereof, to be pointed vut, and dire€ted by act of the legiflature,
provided neverthelefs, that a reafonable excute fhall be admitted.

XL The manner of cle@ting Reprefentatives fhall be by ballot, and
fhall be taken by two or more juftices of the peace, in each county, who
fhall provide a convenient box for receiving the faid Lailots; and oo

r.lo,ﬁng
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<lofing the poll, the ballots fhall be compared in public, with the 1ifid
of voters, that have been taken, and the majority immediately declared
s certificate of the fame being given to the perfons cle@ed, and alio a cere
tificate returned to the Houfe of Reprefentatives.

X1V. Every perfon entitled to vote fhall take the following oath, or
affirmation, if required, viz.

I A. B. devohumarily and folemnly fwear, or affirm, as the cafe may be, that I
do owe true allegiance to this State, and will fupport the Conflitution thereof.
So help me God. ; ;

XV. Any five of the Reprefentatives eletted, as before dire@ed, be-
ing met, (hall have power to adminifter the following oath, to each other
and they or any ether Member, being fo fworn, thall in the Houle ad mi-
nifter the oath, to all other Members that attend, in order to qualify them
20 take their feats, viz.

I A.B. do folemaly frwear, that I will bear true allegiance to the State of
Georgia, and widl truly  erform the truf? repofed in me 3 and that I will exe-
exte the fame to the beft of my knowledge, for 1be benefis of this State, and the
Jupport of the Conflitution thereof; and thal I bave obtained my elellion, with-
ont frend or bride whatever.  So help nic God.

XVI. The Continental Delegates fhall be appointed annually by bal-
lot, and fhall have aright to fit, debate and vote, in the Houte of Affem-
bly, and be deemed a part thereof ; fubje&t however to the regulations
contained in the twelfth article ot the confederation of the United States,

XVil. No perfon bearing any polt ot profit under this State, or any
perfon bearing any military commiflion, under this, or any other Stiate,
or States, except otficers of the militia, fhall be clected a Reprefentative.,
And if any Reprcentative fhall be appointed o any place of profit, or
military comm.{Jion, which he fhall accepe, his feat thall immediately be-
<ome vacant, and he thall be incapable of re-cletiion, whillt holding fuch
office.

By this article, i is nct to be underftood, that the ofiice of a Juflice of
the Prace is a poft of profit.

XVIIl. No perfon thall hold more than one office of profit, under this
State, atcone ar d the {ame time.

X1X. The Governor {hall, with the advice of the Executive Cruncit,
excrcile the exccutive powers of government, according to the luws of
this State, and tbe Conititution thereof ; fave cnly in tic cale of paraons,

aud
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o4 remiffion of fincs,.which he thall lnnoinRafice grant | but he wmiy re-
prieve & criminal, or fufpend a fine, until the meeting of the Affembly,
who may determine therein, as they fhall judge fit.

XX. The Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, thail

. have power to call the Houfe of Affembly together, upon any emergency,
before the time which they ftand adjourned to.

XXI. The Governos, with the atvice.of the Executive Counci), fhall

- fill up all intermediate vacancies, rhat fhall happe- in cffices, till the nexe
general election: Andall commiffions civil and military thall be iffued by
the Governor, under his hend, and the great feal of the State.

XXII. The Governor may prefide in the Executive Council at afl
times, except when they are taking into confideration, and perufing the
laws and ordinances, cffcred ta them by the Houfe of Affe mbly.

XX1tL. T. e Governor fh-ll be chofen annuaily by bsllot, and fhall
not be eligible to the faid office, for more than one year out ot three, nor
fhall he hold any military commiffion, under any other State or Srartes.

The Ccrernor (hall refide at fuch place as the Houfe of Afl:muly for
the time being fhall appoint. |

XXIV. The Governor's oath.

I A. B. elefed Gevernor of the State of Georgia, by the Reprelentatives
sbeveof, do folemnly promife and fwear, that I will, during the term of my ap-
poiniment, to the bes? of my Shill and judgement, execute 1be [aid office faitbfully,
and confcientioxfly, accerding te law, witbowt favour, cffettron, or partialityy
that I will, 1o the wimoSt of my potwer, fupport, mainicun, and defend tbe State
of Gecrgia, and the Conflisution of the [ame, and ufe my wtmoft endeavesrs to
protes? the pecple thereof, in the fecure enjoyment of all their vigbss, framchifes
and priviteges ; and that the laws and ord:mances of the State be duly obferved,
and that low and juftice in smercy be executed in a!l judgments And I do furtber
felernly promifz and fwear, that I will, peaceably ard goicily refign the govrrn-
snens, towhich I bave been elefled, as the pericd to which my contimnance in she
foid office 13 limited by theConflitution: Andlaftly [ doalfo [clemnly [wear, that [
bave not accepted of the Government, whereunto I am clefled, contrary to the
articles of sbis Conftitution. So help me God.

This oath to Le adminiftered to him by the Speaker of the Aflcmbly.

The fame oath to be adminiftered by the Speaker to the Prefident of
the Council,

Na perfon fhall be eligible to the office of Governor, who has not re-
fided three years in this State. XXV,

~
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XXV. The Executive Council fhell meet the day after their eleQion,
and proceed to the choice of a Prefident out of their own body---they
fhall have power to appoint their own officers, and fettle their own rules
of proceedings. -

The Council fhall always vste by counties, and not individually.

"XXVI1. Every Counfellor, being prefent, thall have power of entering
his proteft againft any meafures in Couucil, he has not confented to; pro-
vided he does it within three days.

XX Vil During the fitufig of the Affrmbly the whole of the Exe-
cutive Council fhall artend, unlefs prevented by ficknefs, or fome other
urgent neceflity ; ard in that cafe, 2 majority of the Council fhall make
a board, to examine the laws and ordinances fent them by the Houft of
Affembly ; aind all laws and ordinances fent to the Council (hall te re-
turned in five days after, with their remarks thereon.

XXVIll. A Committee from the Council fent with any propofed
amendments to any law, or ordinance, (hall deliver their reatons for fuch
propofed amendments, fitting and covered; the whole Houle at that
time, except the Speaker, uncovered.

XXIX. The Prefident of the Executive Counci!, in the abfence or
ficknefs of the Governor, fhall exercife all the powers of the Governor.

XXX. When any affair that requires fecrecy fhall be laid before the
Governor, and the Executive Council, it thall be the duty of the Go-
vernory and heis hereby obliged to admunifter the tollowing oath, viz,

I A.B. do [olevinly frvear, that any bufirefs that fkall be at this 1ime commr:-
nicated 10 tbe Council, 1 will not, in amy manncr sobasever, citier by fpeaking,
writing, cr otberewife reveal 1he fame. to any perfon whater er, until teave given
o tte Counal, or wken cafled upon ky tbe Houfe of Afnibly, and all tlis I

Jwear withcut any refirvaiion swhatever. So 1.clp me God,

And the fa1 e oath fhall be adminifiered to the Secretary, and cther
officers, neceflary to carry the bufirefs into exccution

XXXI. The Fxecutive power fhalt exift, ull renewed, as pointe | out
by the rules of this Corftitution.

XXXII. In afl rranfoétions Leeween the Leviflative an'! Fxeeutive Bo-
dies, the fame (hali be communicated by n:wefla_e, to be delivered trom
the Legnlstive Body to the Governor, ur Lxecut:ve Counc.l, by 4 Com-
mittee - And fiom the Guvernor, to the Houle : 1 Aflembly, by the Se-

crerary of the Ceuncil, and ‘from the Executive Councily, by a Com-
micree of the faid Ceuncil. XXXI11.

10of 14
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XXXI. The Governor, for thetime being, thall be Captain Generg),
and Corimander in Chief, over all the militia, and other military and.
naval forces belonjsing to this Stace.

XXXIV, All militia commifions {ball fpecify, that the perfon come
miflioned thall contiaue during good behaviour.

XXXV. Every county in this State, thac has, or hereafter may have,
two hundred and fifty men, and upwaids, liable to bear arms, fhall be:
formed into a battalion ; and when they become too numerous for one.
batealion, they fhall be formed into more, by bill of the legiltature; and
thofz counties that have a lefs number than two hundred and fifcy, fhall.
be formed into independent companies.

XXXVI. Therefhall be eftablithed in each county a court, to be cal-
led a Superiour Court, to be held twice ineach year, o1 the frft Tucfday.
ia March, in the county of Chatham.

The fecond Tuefday in March, in the county of Effingham.

The third Tuefday in March, in the county of Burke.

The fourth Tuefday in March, in the countyof Richmond,

The next Tucefday in the county of Wilkes.

And Tuefday fortnight,in-the county of Liberty.

The next Tuefday, in the county of Glyn.

The next Tuefday, io the county of Camden.

The like Courts to commence in O&ober, and continue as above.

XXXVIL Al caufes and mateers of difpute, between any parties, .re<
fiding in the fame county, to be tried within the county.

XXXVIIL. All mattersin difpute between contending parties, refiding -
in different counties, fhall be tried in the county where the defendant.
refides; except in cales of real eftetes, which fhall be tried in the coun-
ty where fuch real eftate lies.

XXXIX. All matters of breach cf the peace, felony, murder, and
treafon againft the State, to be tried in the county, where the crime was.
commirted. Al macters of difpute, both civil and criminal, in any
county, where there is not a fufficient number of inhabitaats, to form a:
court, fhall be tried in the next adjacent county, where a courtis held.

XL. Al caufes of what nature foever, fhall be tried in the Superiour
Courr, excejpt as hereafter mentioned ; which court fhall confift of the
Chief. Ju.tice, and three or more of the Juftices refiding in the county 5 in
cafe of the abfence of the Chicf-Jultice, the fenior Jultice on the bench

fhall
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Thall 2t as Chief-Juftice, with the Clerk of the county, Attorney for the
State, Sheriff, Coroner, Conftable, and the Turors. Andincafeof the abfence
of any of the aforcmentioned officers, the Juftices on the bench to appoint
othervio their room pro tempore, And if any plaintiff or defendant i1n ci-
vil capfes fhall be difiatisfied with the determination of the Jury, then,
and in that cafe, they fhall be at liberty within three days, to enter an
eppeal from that verdit; and demand a new trial by afpecial Jury,.
to be nominated as follows, viz. each party plaintiff and defendant (hall
chufe fix, {ix more names fhall be taken indifferently out of a-box pro.
vided for that purpofe, the whole cighteen to be fummoned, and their
pames to be put together intothe box,and the firlt twelve that aredriwn
out, being prefent, fhall be the fpecial Jury to try the caufe, and from
which there fhall be no appeal.

Xil Tle Jury thall be judges of law, as well'as of fa??, and fhall
not be allowed to bring in 2 fpecial verdi®; but if all, or any of the
Jury, have any doubes concerning points of law, they fhall apply to the
&ench, who fhall each of them in rosation give their opinion.

XLIL The Tury fhall be fworn to bring in a verdiét according to
1aw, and thie opinion they entertain of the evidence ; provided it be not
repugnant to the roles and regulations, contained in this Conftitution.

XL Thefpecial Jury fhall befworn to bring in a ve:dit, aecording to
law, and tHeopinion tl.cy entertain of the evidence; provided itbe not re-
pugnant to juftice, equity, and cenicience, and the rules and regula-
tions comtained in this Conftitution, of which they fhall judge.

XLIV. Captures both by fea and land, to be tried in the ceunty,
where fuch fhall be carried in; a fpecial court to be called by the Chief-
Jultice, or in his abfence, by the then fenior juilice in the faid county, upon
application of the captors, or claimants, which caufe fhall be determined
within the fpace of ten days. The mede of proceeding and appeal
fhall be the fame; as in the Superiour Courts; unlefs after the fecond
trial, an appeal is made -o the Continental Congrefs; and the diftance
of time, between the firft and fecond trial, fhall not exceed fourteen
days : And al! maritime caufes to be tried in like manner,

XLV. No Grand-Jury fhall confift of lefs than ecighteen; and twelve
may find & bill,

XLVL That the Court of Confcience be continued as heretofore
pralifed, and that the jurifdiftion thereof be extended to try caufes;
not amounting, to more than ten pouads. XLxH
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XLVIL All executions exceeding fire pounds, except in the cafe ¢f
# court merchant, fhall be fayed, until the firit Monday in Masch; pro-
vided fecurity be given for debts an cofta.

XLVIIL Al the cofts attending say alion in the Superiour Caues
fhail not exceed the fum of three pounds, and that no caufo bo alluwed o
depend in the Superiour Couri lunger than two terms.

XLIX. Everycfficer of the Scate fhall beliable to be called to accoung
by the Houfe of Affembly. :

L. Every county ‘thallkeepthe public recards, belonging to the fameg
and authenticated copies of the feveral records, now in the pofleflion of
this Sctate, fhall be made oux, and depotited in that caunty, to which they
belong. ,

Ll.s Eftates fhall not be entailed, 2nd when a pzrion dies inteftate,
his or her eftate fhall be divided equally among their children; che wi-
dow fhall have achild’s fhare, or her dower, at heroption y all other intefs
ftates eftates to be divided, according to the A& of Diftribution, made
in the reign of Charles the fecund; unlkeis otherwife alicred by any fy-
ture A& of the Legiflature.

LIL. A regifter of probates fhall be appoiated by the legiflature ia
every county, for proving wills, and granting letters of adminiftrations

- LIIL. Al civil officers in each county f(hall be anavally elefled, on
the day of the general clellion, except juftices of the peace, and rege
fters of prcbates, who fhall be appeioted by the Houfe of Afembly.

LIV. Schools fhall be ercted in cach county, and fupported st the ge-
neral expence of the Stace, as the legiflature Mhalt hereafier point oue.

LV. A court-houfe and goal fhall be erefted at the public expence in
each county, where the prefent Convention, or the future legiflature,
fhall point out and direét.

LVIi. All perfons whatever fhall have the free exercife of their reli-
glon ; provided it be not repugnant to the peace, and fafety of the
State; and fhall not, unle(s by confent, fupport any teachee, ex teache
ers, except thofe of their own proicflion, : :

LVIL The great feal of this State fhall have the following davice;
on one fide a fchroll, whereon fhall be engraved, the Conflitution of
the State of Georgia, and the motto, pre bomo publico ;----on the othey
fide, an clegant boufe, and ether buildings, ficlds of corn, spd mes-
dows covered with fheep and cattle; a niver running throughﬁtbl

ms
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fame, with a fhip under full fail, and the motto, Dens modis ber Otia
ecit.
! LVIIL No perfon thall be allowed to plead in the Courts of Law, in
this Srate, except thofe who are authorized fo to do, by the Houfe of
Aflembly ; and if any perion fo authorized thall be found guilty of mal-
pratice before the Houfe of Aflembliy, they {haii have power to fufpend
them. This is not intended toexclude any perfoa from that inheren:
privilege of every freeman, the liberty to plezd his own caufe.

LIX. Exceflive fines fhall not be levied, nor exceflive bail demanded.

LX. The principles of the Habeas Corpus A&, fhall be part of this
Conftitution.

LXI, Freedom of the prefs, and trial by Jurv, to remain inviolate

or ever, -
4 LXI1. No Clergyman, of any denominaticn f:2)l be allowed a feat in
the legiflature.

LXIIL No alteration fhall he made in this Conftitution without peti-
tions from a majority of the counties, and the petitions from each courty
to be figned by a majoriry of voters in each County within this State. At
which time the Affembly fhall order a Conveantion to be called for that
purpofe, fpecifying the alterations to be made, according to the petitions
preterred to the Affembly by the majority of the countics as aforefaid.
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AN-ACT

For opening the Land Office, and for otherPirpefn

therein semtiones.

FHEREAS it will read much to the benefit and sdvantage of
this flate that the unlocated lands within the fame be granted
out, and that all due encrrragement be given to the immediare fete, ..
raent thereof : De it thevefere Enallrd, by the Reprefentatives of the
Preetnen of the State of Georgia, in Geresal Aflembly mer, and by
thie authotity of the fame, That, from and immediarely afer the paf-
ting of this +ft, the Land Office (hall, end the fame i3 hereby detlared
to b: apeued, and all and every perfon end perfons applying for land,
agrecable tu the terma herein after mentioned, thall b2 ent.fed to
Emr of the fatme, thatis to far: Each mafler ¢r head of s family thall
= allowes, as his own head right, and without any other or further
charges than the ffico and furveyizg fers, two hundred acres; and
fuch pesfun fhall alfo be permitted to pusthafe at the rate of fifry a -ey
fur each and every head right in his family. on the fallowing terms,
that is to fay: Oue fhitling per acre fnr the firft hundred acres, and
one thilling and izpence per scre Sor tie focond huadred agres, two
fhillings per acre for the third hundred acres, and two thillings and fis.
jrence c&a acre for the fourth rundred scree, and fo on in the fame
pregretiion according to the number of head richts tn fuch family;
provided the quantity of land granted and fold to any one perfon fhall
not exceed oue thoufand acres, and that fuch p-rion do live 23 and
cultivate a part of the faid iand twel s mouths before he or th thall
be entiticd to a grant for the (ame; and al(o furthier provided thae fuch
jefon kath not herewofote received the head right for which be or fia
then applies, either under the prefent or former government witkin
this {tare.

And whereas this ftate hath made engagements to the foldiery, and
othert:oops, which in juftice they cughuto fulfil, de ir rherefere Bna-
¢4, That, in cafe any officer or fuldier, o: other parfon claming under
fuch engagemnents as aforefaid. fhdl produce a cerificate from his
Honou: the Governer fnr the tim= being, that anaftor tralts of lard
is or are dus to bun, that then ruch officer, 1oldier, cr other prrion,
thall be comtied to » warrant aud grant for any uwolorated lands (a-
greeable to the auantity contained in hus cernificate) withm this flare,

And b i furtber Enated, That every perfon appiying by head 1'ghts
as aforefaid (hall, previous to hia obtaning a grant for bis land, or
having it in his power to digpofe of the famc, (otacrwife than by will)
fettle and improve a part of fuch tralt or trafts as he may ob'un a
warrar.t and furvey of for the fpace ot twelve months as eforefaid, and
fhatl ateally cule:vate and clear at the rate of three acres at leaft for
wvery hundsed acres of the faid lind. .

nd S¢ it fwiber Easlied, That there thall be a farvevor proenal frr
the fate, and lfo a furveyor for exch covnty, annusily chofen by the
1. gallature, and tuch county furveyors (o cleted fhall have powerto
sppoint onc or more affiflants, if neceflary; and the atorefad county
futveyor, of bis ailiftant .7 afTftants, are beredy avthonized tolay out
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intent srd mezuning of this al, !’hey the faid jullices, or a fasjority

et themn, fhall order warrants o iffue, and the lamc Gel] bc figaedby °
et ¢ fentor juftice then piclent, 2nd attefted Ly the claek. comman

i1g 2rd requiting the cuunty ‘uevevor to lay out and edracafure fuch
trac? and €2 ut land, withi: their sefpedt)ve countiez, 1t they fhall
tamk it to grant, under the wrms and diredhons contuned 1a ¢his
faw, -

Asd Se it further Enallcd, That all and cvery perfon :nd perfens,
Lerore he, thie, or they, thall wain a warat or warrants for an
lind within this Rate, Dal) -o- oagh declare, before tie faid juitices
holding a court as aforefaid, tiat fe, ihe, or they, hath or have noe
tohen up or nbtincd land in this fate for che hiead rights, or aoy of
thery, a2 that time apiliqd for; and aifo that he, fhe, or they, doth 4
or do not hold, rivr rave had greated, under the profent or former
governiuent, to him, her, or tnem, on head rights as aforef>id, any
quantity of land exceeding cne thouiand acres, nor gore lacd than,
together with what is at that time applied for, will make 2 quantity
exceeding one thoufund acres; .nd fuch porton o petfona fhall alio,
e the (e timy, produce 3 certiticate, :gned by twa or prore juflices
of the county hey fiee, or they, 1a®t icikled in, or fuch other creden.
tizls 39 will fatiesy the court ef the honclle and integrity of the perfon
o perfons fo applyiny. aad thercatter e (aid warrane fhall iffue,
fpacd and attricd 25 Jtoretad, and ron i the following form:

By the Court of Juttices of the County of
To A. B. Cewnty Surveyer for the joid Caunty.

YOU are hicreby 2uthesrzed ond required to admeafure and lay out, or
canufe to be adir.catured aud Lad ous, unro C. D, acrat of lang, which
shall ceutain acres i the fad county of (here dateribe
the buttings and bovndings ot rhe land a. particolarly as way be)
taking efpecial care that the fame ias not hetctafore Leen lad out to
any other perfcn of pesion:; and you are hereby alfo direfted and re.
quired to record the plat of the fame in your office, a1 d tranfmit
copy thereof, tegether with iy wasrant, to the furveyor genersl,
within the term of three months from tlas date.  Given under my
Rand, as {cntor juftice of the faid court, trae day of

Ard be it furit-r Enalled, That the ¢'e & of the (aid court of fuftices
fhatl keep a regular buok of entries of all aprlications made sad war-
rants iffued, fpeaifying the buttings and boundings of the 1:ads eome
tained in the fame; aud the teveeal county furveyors fhall, previous
to their entering on thie cxecution of their otfice, take and fubferibe the
fullowing cath betore <o ar morc of the juttices of ths county to
whick thiey refie Qively belang: ** [ A. B. do tclemnly fwear thann f will|
to the beft of oy tkdl and huowledge, dircharge the duty of turveyer
tut the covaty of anud thar Twill not admezfure, furvey, orlzy
out, or anowingly admat uf or caufs to be :dmeafursl, furveysd, cr
laid out, any land, wathout a marrant Asf} obr: ned for that purnofe;™
2nd fuch county furveyors refpeQivcly thall give bond, with scpmred
fecanty, in the penal tum of ave hund:ed pounds fpecie, to his Henour
the Governor for tiie time being, conditioned for the good hehanour
in office, and truc rarformance of the truft repofed in fuch furveyor,
which f3id bond fhail be taken in ond by the ﬁrfﬁoun of juftices waich
fhadl convene aud ut after the appointment of fuch coanty (arvepors
refpeflively, and tlie fainc thall be immedately tzanfmiteed o his Ho-
noug the Gouvernor, liable to be pot in furtin cafe of any mitbehavwar
iz the 12id couuty furveyor; ans it fhall be 5 part of the duey of fuch
Cpunty furvescrs pun;ually to obfcrve and carry iuto execution all fuch
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and furvey, to any pcrfun or perfons who (hall apply, ali fuch landy
as he, fhe, or they, riay Lia®® obtained 2 wareznt oz and hw faid
county furveyor is herchy required to keep au office in that pint of the
county where the {uperior coust i holdep, in which fa J oftwe thall
be recorded all fuch plats or furveys, telonging to toc® roilyy av
fhall be made, within twa muaths trorr the date of the warranty gng -
the fad county furveyor fhall alfo teanfmit to the furveyar peneral o
fair copy of the fame, together with the warrant, within thrce imcothg
from the date of the latter s 2+d the furvevor genesal thall racord fuch
plzt iu hus office, and when andac fcon as the £iil cunideation mun
for che 13id tand, (1 granted or: Tn.rchzi'e a3 afarefand) together
office tees, thall be paid, the fai furveyor t;rm-ral hall recrrd foch
plat in hie oftice, sad pafi the criginal into the Secretary’™s Office, for
2 gr=nt theveof to be made out and tigned by tie Ghvernot, or in by
bicnce by the Prefident for the time being, when the parey (hall be
entitied thereto under the terms sforefaid; and the fad gra¥ly when
figned av aforefard, thall be returned nito the Se-c2tars’s Office, 1o be
there fealed with the great fzal and 1egiftered, and thercafter the (sme
thall be trantmitred to its propar ccunty, and lodged o the olivce of
the county furveyor to b= thege recerded, and then delivered out to
the grantee: Provié-d aheays, that, in czle the confideration e
for any lands granted on purchafe fhail rot be paid into the Teegfury,
sud s cortineate therenf lodged with the f2-veyor gencral, (which Mall
be the proper maue of paying al! purchafe monties for land: granted
under cnis Y) and :ifo all office fees paid within rwelve manths from
the dite of he vareane, then, and in fuch cof=, the land mentioned
zad con=ained therein fhail be dcemed lapied, cnd habls to be granted
outto any other perfo whothall apply fo-and prove rights sgreeable to
this law for the jame. Anrd alfa proveded, in cafe any cavear fhall be
entered ~zainft the maifing of any graat, that then ¢t - ing and
faling oy che fame fhall be ft2ved until the drtermination o 2y eat.

Ard be it furtber Enalfled, That cll vaveats aganft the refling of

ats fhall be entesed in the office of the county furvevor where the
and Les, aYo fnall give netice therzof by adverttiement, in the mof:
putdick place of the 1.1 county, at leal} thirty days before 2 fina) de.
termination 1s had o {vch c.seats und the manner of trying fuch ca.
veats (Rall be as follows; the jattices of the crunty, or any three or
rore of them, fhall, an the day fucczs=ding the day on which they
mect for the purpafe of granting warrant; for Yind, caute to be drawn
and fumnioned out of the by-tiarders (bainy freehnlders within this
flate) a wry of twelve men, wha, being dulv (norr 15 try the martsy
secording to Law and rauiry, (hall immediately proceed to try and pive
their verdift therenn, hics Fail be finad aud conclufive; and the {2i4
county furvevars thail, once in every mentls, when they refpechinet
tranfrr't to the turveyor peneral fair copies of pl:m._lf\hﬂwrr it
warrants a3 before dircled, alts tranfinat and fend to the (3 tervesor
perere] 8 sepular scccunt of oil cavests depending or “etermined in
thairre(~-ltuive crunties, in order that the fame mey from ti.nz to ime
be laid before the Honcuratide the Governor and Exccutive Couneil,
89 a guide in refpelt to the ugnie g of prants,

And be it ﬁ:r.’!: Ernztled, ‘That a majority of juftices belonging to
exch county fhall be empeirescd, and they are hereby required, on the
firl Monday in each month, and foras many days imuiacduat-ly follow-
ing 3s they 21 find st necellary, rohold 2 enure, at the rlace where the
fuperior covrts of fuch county ere ufually hatd, for the purpofe of re-
ceiving epplications for Jandss and sccording to juftice, and the trae
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orders and infkeuBions x they E}-all fr). time to time receive from the
ferveyor geserad, and 10 fivear, rcadfe to br {worn, all sjgun carriers
within their refpaftive couzsies.

And b¢ & fur:bor Enaided, ‘That ull warrents herrtofore (that @'tn "
@y iace the Revolusinn ) abuioed for vacant lend, and furveys thae
have been melde, in confecuence of fuch warsants, within the prefen:
temporary boundary line tieween the whaide inhabitar ts of this ftate
snd the indans, ©all e delivered i1 to the court of juftacs of the
county vhere fuch 1and lics, whe thell make fuch nrder to the county
futveyor, 1zfMecing the fame, s-.Jhe nature of the cafe may require,
ard as to jufﬁcc dhatl appertain: andat fhail be a Randing rule with the
{1id court of juftices and county furvevors, and all others cone=rned in
the execution of this law, that, in al: and every cafe where any perfon
or perfons wlatfoever, ot his begal rtprcfmmi\'e or reprefeitatives,
(being at this time a free citi“ev or citivens of America) was cr were;.,
on the twenty-ninth day of Decemier, in the year ot our 1ord one
thou(and feven hundeed 224 faventy-eighit, entitled, by any law or
order of the prete @ povernment, fo .. grant of lands slrcady run and
Jocated by fuch perfon or perfous, that, in all sad every (uch ea'e, tha
faid grar.: fhali now actually pufs, and be figned and fealed, without
any forther or other additionai Jharges or incumbrances (a confe.
quence of this law} upon the fame, except office fees.

And whareas, in the year of c.ur §.ord one thoufend foven hundred
and feverr -¢cight, there was iffusd, by the autharity ot this ate, a
proclamation, inviting fertlers to migrate into the fame, in cm;(:qupnce
v hercof many perfons did actually come intn the fat -, and 1t down
on preces or prccede of vacant i.ud, for whch they mesut toapply for
grnts under the terios of the fad proclamation, but, by reafon of the
confufinng which have fisice taken place, they the (aid peifons have nct
been able 23 yer to whitain of teke out wch gronts, A ot téerefire Bnalled,
Thst, in all 20d cvery cafe whore it hall appear that any perfon or

stfons is o0 ate really 3nd L.xa Lo entitled, under the terms of the
13id proclamation, 1o 1y yrant or grants w hereon he, fhe, or they,
have fixed feme mark of pofefMion, within the pretent temporary c{
vifon line b-tween the white :nhabitants and the Indisas, ke, the, o1
they, (= entitled ~¢ afc-ofaid, or his, her, or thewr, Jegal repre‘erta.
tive ot reprefentatives, (hall have the preference, on aj.plication for the
faid land, to all and cvery cther perfon or perfons whatloever, and
there (hall net e any other or turther charme {except office fees) oo the
fad land than was to have teen paid o0 the 1ame ot the time fuch per-
fon or periens took peffefMiun theteot 2u aforetail, a1y thing in this
alt contained tu the contrary thereot o anywile notwithflanding.

Asd be st furtber E zafled, That 5l 1arveys which haveor may have
been made, orlines run, by any micans, or under 2ny pretence whae.
focver, beyond the prefent temporary hine within this flate between the
wtlte inhabitants and rthe [nauas belonging ts the fame, nr on an
part of the lauds rot alrexdv lard cut into ccunties, but allowed to
remain as hunting ground for the Indians at pietent, fhuil, and the
fame is and arc heredy declared v be null and void, 1o ol! intents and
purpofes, as though fuch furveys ot line: had never been made; snd
all and eve:y perfon and pestons whadfocver, who fhall hereafter fure
vey, orafiitt in {urveying, o prxcure to be furveyed and marked writh
lines, any cf ehic lands above defcribed, whereon the Indiars ace al-
lowed to hunt for their fapport, or who thall obrain, or attempe t»
obtsin, a grant fur the fame. befor. fuch lands are taken within the
boundary of the wRite inkabit2uts of this flate, and the mode of grars-



GA2. An Act for Opening the Land Office, and for Other Purposes therein mentioned, 17 February 1783 6 of 7

ing fuch landa fo to be taken ig h‘a.'!-ql rad determoined om by the
Legilsture, and jub'ifh.d by peoclamati .2, @1l sud every fach pe-ion
1 pertuns (hall forfeia and pay a peaalty of tvreaty ﬂ\il?mp fos cvery
acre of Jandhe, M2, o7 they, thall g0 1un, of strempt to run, or obe
tra, OF atiemipt to obtain, a grant faoe, which faid penalty fhall be
recoveicd in sny ccurt ~f reead, or Lonfciesce, {ameording tu thie ae
mount thercot) within this ftate, and fhatl} be f; the ufe f any pere
ton of perions wha sl inform of and fue tor the fame, eith~t by way
of information or action; and if the perfon or perfons agsiu( whom
judgment ol! Le obtained for any penlty 2 sforefaid tha:! e ureble
to pay the fame, or wi'l not preduce property whereen the thenff may
l2vy to the a.nount thereof, T.c, the, or *hey, thall be liable, and the
juflices of the onunty where fuch canfe Ml be tried (1.1 order him,
‘x..--. or them, ir.to clofe ~onfincment, without bal ot nsinprife. for
tae fpres uf two davs, for every tiwenty fhillings the {aid peaaity (o
recovered av afors [a:d thall contind of, and wiiich fhall remain unpaid
out of the propenty of the faid dalingacnt.

And be 1t fwrsler Enallid, Thatthe follcwing fhall be the form of
grants of lands within this flate:

GEORGIA
Ly ke Hexosr'le A. B. Flwre. Coptoin Goawal, Grerear, and Com-

. mandv o Clist, 1: and over 15 [3:2 Stcte.
To all to whom thete Prefents hall coms  greeting.

KNOW YE, That, in purfuinice of the at fur sperung the Land
Office, and by virtue of the powcrsin me vefted, Ibave, by and with
the advice and eonfeut of the Honourable the Executive Council, given
and grasted, and, by thefe prefents, in tne name and behalf of the
{31d state, do pive aud grant unto C. IX. his heiss snd athgne, forever, all

that tra or parce) ot 1and, coutsirin acres, fituaze, lying,
and Ieirg, intheoyinty of n the vad tate, aud burting and
bouading having fuch (hape, torm, 2ad

wnarks, a3 appear bty a plat of the fame hereusto anrexed; together
with all and Digusar the rights, members, and appurtenances thereof,
whatfeever, tothe jaid tu{{ or parcel of jand bclr.ngiu', of in anyw! (e
appertaining: .nd ¢ho all 1l ¢ eftace, sight, nitle, i-teieft, claim, and
demand. «f he tate af refrd, of, in, te, ur aut of, the fame; 1o
HAVE AND TO HoLd the fa1d tradt or parcel of land, and all end fin-
rular the »rrinifes aforefaid, with theirand every of their rights, mcm-
Ln, and apprrtznances, vnte the fad €, 1. ns heirs and affign, to
Yis and their own proper ult wnd hehoof forever, in ice tmple. Girsn
un-r my hand in Couacif, and the great fal of the faid flate, st
this day of in the year of nur Loid cne
t ~ufand feven hundecd ar d and in the year of American
Indepenlence.
Sigucd by his Honour tSe Governor in Council.
E F. Clk. Cou:
the day of 17
And wherear it niay f5 happen that perfons emigrating from elf
where, and difpofed to fettle in this Rate, may not be (ufficieatly o
quainted with the lismits and boundaries ot tne fame, and furve;
muy wilfully o ignorantly cammit miftakes in the running of Linee,
unlels the faid limize snd boundaries be made known 1 them; in ot-
dor, thereiore, to 1+ form 1nd enesveage oll perfons difpofed to migrate
inte thi, ftate, to prevent miltakes, end to remave every pretence for
11 aud in furvevors and others introfled with the ezecution of this law,
Ae st Boit d Ordered, and Declared, by the authority asoce ), ‘That
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the Tienits, hoyndanes, uﬁfdilm‘:n, snd swthority, of the flae of
i, 80 md Md, end of -ignt ought to extend from the mouth of
the river Savinnah, siong the ~orh fids thereof, ard up the mott
northern fream or fory of the 7.2 river to ity hea! or Gurcej from
thence in 8 due weft courfe to the aver AGfRfipp), and down the faid
freem. of the Miffilippi te the lazirods thirty-one dzgrees northy trem
thence in & dueeaf curle to the river Apalachicola or Chetahootches;
and from the fork of the far! river Aptlachicola, vhere Chistahootehes
and flint rivers mect, in 2 Shre@ ine to the Yicad e fource of the
fouthenmoft fiream of the river Saint Mary; axd along the consfe of
the fa'd niver Saint Mary to the Atlintick Ceeong eod from theaes tg
the raouth or inlct of the river Savannal; ‘ncludirg snd comprehend.
ing all the 1:nds and warers within the {od imits, brunlanies, ond
taufd:ionst right, and alfo sl the 10ande within tventy lerenes of
the fracoatt; znd st sultice. of the poece, furveyr m¥itiaerd other
cfficers, and perfons cf any d:cription er &momination whatfoever, are
hereby enjoincd and required, ar i ily authorized 2nd empowe g,
to hold 214 confider the faid ii-nts, toundsries, and jun(difh- 21
right, abovs meationed, evzicfled, and Jefcnued, as the tiue and it
limits, "cordisies, and jonidiction, of the fovereign and indeperent
ftate of Georaia, as fecured to thic inhabitants and free citizens thereof
by their charter, guaranterd as well Ly the Articles of Confed:rziwon
#1 by the Trracy of Alliance with b's Moft Chriftian Majety: Froe
ided :.—-_w:ér!rﬁ. that notting herein before contained (half extens. or
be conftrued 1o estend. to authorize or empower any fTrveyor, or ather
perfen ar perfans whatfoever, to fervey, 1un, or make lines, vron
the lands tefure defcribed 2s being aliowed to the [ndians for hunning
ground, o: any sart or yarcel thereof, before ce unti] permifhon for
th>¢ purpole af be granted by the Lepflature, and made known by
preciamation,
Axd be it Seriber Lnafled, ‘That the {urveyor goneral, and sil cocaty
furveyors, thall, 2s nearly 19 may b, be poverncd and direfted in the
errcution of all warrants, aud in enking their furveys, by the kn:=1n
ruls, Ders, ond cuffoms, of this fxte, in vepard ec fuch befinef, in
fo far as the (zme may be made 13 cuyfift with this latv, the revehuetion
in guvernmaent, and the true interet? of the republck, as thait from

time to am: be exprei®d by ity Legiflature o Evceutive Body.

By Orédrr of the Henie, ;
N. W. JONES, Spete.,

davensed, Piivaary 2718, 1703,
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2D NE S D AT Dutiter 26, 1353,
Clotbem, M. Stephems, _ Mr. P;n_veﬂ.
Barke Mr, Telfair, Liberty, <Mr. tliioit,
’ Mr. Todd, Mr. Maxwell,
Richmond, “ir. Wereay, o :}r. ‘l;l;lndlcy.
Mr. Sulli nfy r. Hillary
Bilts, }vg King = - S1r. Milton,

Adjpurned tll to-morrow morning 1o o'Clock.

‘THURS D A Y: Blerdd 750 1397,

Prefent, fi '
l"sﬂam ':10? Mathews, Y Mr. Hardley,
’ {Mr. Kin;. b, Me. Milion, '

Adjourned till to-morrow morning 13 0o"Clock.”
"FRID AY, Deaeberi8, 1;8.

In Conveixﬁqn. prefent from N bod
. Mr, Stephens, i Mr. Powell,
Clorbat,  §re Vabertvam, Loty {.\%f. Ellict,
Efingbsm, M. Brownfon, _ Mr. Mazwell,

s § Mr, Teifair, " M. Handl
Burke, . 1 il Y R { Yo

V1T, Tl N« 1 llary, .
£ l:"ll‘. g!:". ’ Me. Milwon,
icbmond, & Mr. M*Nei < N Mr. Ofborue,  ©
: ;;r \h\;c!hnx." ‘Ccm&l.' iﬁ!r. Weed, '
Bihia iist Ta alhew ainie, fr. i win, '
Wilkes, Mr Sullivan, Walingten, ate. Kutherford,
o Mr. King, Mr. Cheirmas, -

| i

‘Greene, {Mr. Danicll,

_ , : i Mr. Midalcren.

.. ‘The Gentlemes prefent, having ¥pbainted Yitn Wercdr, Efq. Chair=
gnan, produced thew feveral ‘eicdentuals, which wWere teccived, tcad, and
ordered to be filed. -

.. The Convention proceeded to e epporstnient of its Officérs ; wheore-

ml i v\.q\-'- o 0 -, b v ! A

i;am: ﬂm;’gblehj_g HN WEREA 3‘ EfGiire, Was tlefted Pre-
ent, Mr. Yeac Bricgs was unanimoufly ‘sppointed Secset

Fur o -hngf . imoufly appointed Sccictary; and
On morion of Mr, Ofbortic, %econded by Mr. Hrotenfon,
Ordered, That Mz, Telfair, Yir. Chuine, ddd Mp -su'p}.ﬂi'lhh

C«n{mmet m’?fcpau- knd repait 'Kules for the gotethnidnins this Cone
wention. t & ki ab

On motion of Mr. Clborne, feconded by Mr. H:Nori, - !

...O'd'"‘-" That Mr. Milton, Mr. Powell, anc Mr Weed be 8 Cro-
dinitree to wait on his 1ooor the Govérrior, and Yequi R it Fe will be
pleafed 1o dire@ the proper Officers to lay Lejzre this Converton thd
propoted Feder! Cunftitution, regethes 'with “ihie Shiexed Yetter and

Refola-
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‘Reflolutions ; the Refolutions of Conprefs, u:d of the late G:ncn! A!;

fembly retpeting the Gme.
Adjourned till to-morrow morm.ng 10 0'Clock.

$ A ‘I'U’Q D A Y, Drecember 29, 37810,

" I Consention, prefcot the Henorable Yobn HFereet, Efquire, Pnﬁt
dent, and from :

Mr. Steph:n:. Mr. Handley

Chatbam,  {yu" Hab:riham, - Glymmy {Mr. Bilary,

Efingtem, M-, Brownfun, Mr. Milton,
Mr. Oiborne, . .

- ‘1' rfnfcu', .
Burke, {\!r Todd, Comden, iu;lr. Weed, .

iy “VMr. Few, 4 ir. lrwin,
Riclm:nd, Mr. M'N i, Faftingtes, f.\!r. Futherford, .

Mr. Matliews, AMe, Chriftmas,

Eilkes, Mr Sullivan, Greene, Mre. Danicll,
Mr. King, M:. Middleton,
Mr. Powelf,

Libderzy, {\h. Elliozz, -
Mr. Max l, ' : '

Tte Commtte appai d tp prepaze and report Rutes for the goveros
meat of this Cunvention, renorted the faime; which, afier fome amende
mcnt, were snresd tn swd weodusd U DT CNY m..:s:.

Tke Commutce apjpciied v want oa bis THenore the Governor for tha
pur'\of- of ovtaining the sapers necefl ry to bhe 12id before this'Convene
tion, pro’ uced the pro; oted Fedzrd Contft, tution, togezher with the
an-exed | ctter and mefolutions ; the Refolurion of Co:: :grefs, and thofe
of the Lezfl2ture o} thi .tae, refp=Qing the fame 3 \\tuch weie (o
ceived and rezd

On meiion of Mr. Sullivan, kconled by Me. Riog?

The Convention prec-eded to conlder by para nphl the Qtogofﬂ
Federal Conflitutic - ; ard baving gone through the fame,

Adjouraed till Mienday morning 10 o'Tlack,

MONDAY, Ducsber 31, 17%:.

In Conventicr  prefent the Honorable Jebs Fereat, Efquire, Prefls
dent, and frorr h

Stephens, \r. Hardl
Chatham, ’?ﬂr ¢tham, Gly==, 3\‘!’. Hillary,

M:r. Daru. Mr. Milton,,
Efingbam, ) g, Brownlon, caidi {;;l‘ Sﬂaome.
Ma Tslfais r. Seagrove,
Burke, Mr. Todd, : Mr. chd.
. Vr. Few, Mr, Irwin,
Ricbmend, \r. M'Neil, ° Wafticgten, ;Mr Ratherford,
M:. Mathews, Mr Chrifltmes,
Filkes, { Me. Sullivan, Crecne, Me. Daniell,
: Mr King, Mr. Middleton, -
Mr. Powell, .
Liderty, Mr, Ellist, - o db
Mr, Mazwell, el m A '

] Ca
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t ‘ j "ree 1 &t
Os motion of Mr. Hillary, feconced by Mr.Weed, ;
Refsbocs wnanimsufly, ‘That the i;opo!cq Federal Conffitutlon be now

sdopted; and that Mr. Stephens, Mr. Ofborne, sod Mr. Sullivan be g

Comamitree to prepare and rcport the form of a deed of ratification.

The Committce appeinted to prepare and report the fort of a decd
of razificztion, reporicd the fame, which was agreed 10, and ordered,
© be enprefied X < . .

Ac cusned till to-morrow morning 10 0'Clock,

TUESD AL Fouayt, ik

I Coaremina, ;:kf:::: de feye 15 yellerday,

Tsrocopizs of the deed of ratifcation, ordered yefterhy t be cn
grofed, were compated wich the original. And ~

O motion of Mr. Tclfals, feconded by Mr. Fewe, S i

Refolued, That the repory of the Committer, ngpoinu;d to preparg
the foren of a deed of rztification, be reconfidered : Waereupca

Orcered, That the fame be recommitted ; and that tiz Cemmittee
be dirc&tal to infert thercin the propofed Federal Conflitution, the Rea
Hlution of Congrefs, and the Relolutions of the Legiflstuse of this State,
talen thercon. ., .
© Adipatnga[ tll to-moczaw

4
L

il
-
.

*

n_:or.qina 10 ¢'Clock,

. ‘wpoa

 WEDNESD AL Yoy, 188

_Ta Coaveation, gre(ent the fame 23 zene:day;
A motion was made by Mr. Cfoorne, feconded by Mr. Kingy

That the order of jefterday be reconfidered; snd on the qucftion to

“gree to this, the yeas and ncjys being required by Mr. Qfturze, Mz,

ﬂmdlq, sad Mr. Tcld,' aro’ a9 follow,
s T :
B2, Stepbens, ot o Mo Maswell,
Mr. Haterfbomy .. .. 2. Pandley, .
My D‘v'\l’ .7 L Y ar". Hiw,. . -
MMr. Todd, . o Mr. Kiiles,
:4"'. ﬁ‘l"’d‘ 3 . 5”0 o 'Jm
DMr. M=t . ‘2. e ar oty "
Mr. Svllcay Ar. Peed, -
Afr. King, e 2l Irwinmg, - .
M. Dowedy, == e YR Chriflmayy, - .
dMr. Elliotey, e 30 Jiddegmg < 1
SRR TR S

BMr. ﬁjﬁ;g&* S B r. Dazicll, -
». h. . e

80 it was rcfo!t.db!bclm- e miw
Qn motion_of M.. Ofboroe, foconded by Me, Xisgs

¢

EYy
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Reftoed, §That the form of the ratification Be & e words fo’ﬂbiﬂbﬁ"
and that the fame be figned by all the Members prefent, to wit, L%
. . - . . . -\ -

STATE-of GEQRGIA,

.
>~ e .-

ST

IN CONVENTIQN.

WPedzeflsy, Yenuzry 'z: 1758, .

WF. the Delegates of the people of the Staie of Georgia in Convens
tion met, baring takea into cur ferious confideratioa the Federal
Conftitution, agreed upon and prope fed by the Deputics of the United
States, in General Coavention, held ia the city of Philadclphia, on the
feventeenth day of September; ia the year of cur ford one thaifand
. feven hundred and cighty-feven, HAVE affented to, ratificd and adopt-
ed, and by thele pretents RO, in virtuz of the pewers and suthenizy o
US given by the people of the £2id Stzte for that purpolr, for, and fa
behuif of vurfelyes and our ¢onflituents, fully and entirely aflent to, 12«
tify and adupt the fuid Conflitction, which is hereunto anoexed undes

the great fca) of the fiid State, : '

I =

DONE, in Cozventizn, at Augufa in the [2id Stute, ettbe fecend
Dav ¢t Yarucry, in the Yer of cor Lerd ' re Thiuford Sevem
Hundred ond Exjbty-e:zht, 818 o] 168 IRCPATIRE 0f #dv Unlind

« States the Tezcltbe In WWITNESS ulercyf we bove bereuly
_ﬁ;{-}_ir;&rdwmm 2 4

JOHUN WEREAT, Prflnt;
gnd Dilgate for the County of Ricbmond

w. St:;;hc}xs. Geo .H':md!c_r
Jofeph Haber(ham, }Cﬁur!um, Chrif HiH:AT: Ghne; .-
Jenkin Davis, a J Milton, e
N. Brownfon, Efirgbarm, , i-T:.nﬁ‘coiborne. ,
Fdwd, Teliar, ; wmes Sexgrove,  (r Candes)
H. Todd, v gk, jl:co: '“':::d, Y S

itiam rew, . arcd 1rwin, -
James MNeil, Rickriondy J ho Ruthzrford, ! ?&'"‘* 3
Geo, Mathews, - 9. Ro*t. Chritmasg, . .
Floree, sullivan, Vilkesy s .omas Daricll; I{?ﬂmu ..
jothKin,t‘z’, _ R. Middlkon,

5. Yoweil, . [
Jnhn Elliote, Lidertye .
Fames Macwell, s s
At ISAAC BRIQGS, Sareforni

Orl:rad, That Mr. Chorpe, Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. Powell hé g
Commiree to fee the Great Seal alrixed 10 the id Conflitution srd Rae;
gification ; znd that the fame be recorded and depofited in the Office of
the Secrctary of the State e bt i _

On e report of the Committee, conlifting of Mr. Stephens, Mg,

Olorog,
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b0t //L(‘.;;_ :

Ofboroe sod Mr. Saftiran, to whom was referred their repost of

> ‘ fhdh ety Bl LTS o d
’ FﬂRq;'gf‘ That de fame be agreed to and fint to Cengrefs in thg

words tollowing, & wif, :

. LS
T ey 8T et e

STATE of GEORGIA,

IN GOQNVENTLON,

4 o4 “." l,”?dm-/&.y,.ynmr’g'xzs& LTI e
Fo s et W s iy oa é £ .
8 ol t0 whoa ¢hefe prr[rr::; Sl ¢omt,, GR EETING'::

-

HBREAS the Form of a Conflitution. for the goverrment of

the Uni:cd States of America, w.s, on thg feventcenth day of
scp!cmher. one thoutand feven hundied and cighty-feven, agreed upan
#nd reported to Congrefs by the Deputies of the laid United States cong
Yened io Phil:dclphja; which faid Conftitution is writies in the wurds

IOUp.viagz' 101738,

7T YW, ehiv peUPIC OF the United States, in order to form a.more per<
‘(f\f fc& Union, eftabli‘h Jullice, infure domcftic Tranquility, provide-
for the common Dsfence, promote the general. Welfare, and fecuie the
bleflings of Liberty to carlelves and ou:%’oﬂcrity, do ordain apd eflabhifla,
this CONSTITUTIDN for the United States of America '

.+ T "7 T ARTICLE L
RN 7 1% S ’
. v ¥, . . ) > . :
AN Legiflative powers Hercir granted, Mall he vefled in a Congrefh of
the United States,. which thail copfift of a S¢nate, and Hou(e%f Re-
prefleatatives. f - : - " 3
R A $EGL. mstnf 4

The Hoofe of Reprefentatives thall be compofed of members chofeny
every fecond year by the people of the feveral flites, and the ele@ors in.
cach flate fhall have the qualifications requifite for gle@ors of the malb
numeroas branch of the ftate legiflsture, ey : s

No perfon thall be a reprefentative who fhall aut have statned to the™
age of twenty-five &:]an. and been feven years g citizen of the United *
States, and who thall not, when ele@ed, be an inhabitant of thit ftrse
in which he thall be chofen. : . o "

Reprefentatives and dire® taxes (hall be apportioned among the feve-
rl flates which may be included within this Unioa, accordiog to their '
refpeQive numbers, which fhall be determined by adding to the whole
oumber of free perfoas, including thofe bound to fervice for a term of’

) _ S R ey

-
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years, and exclading Indiaas not taxed, three fifths of all other perfons
The aQual enumeration thall be made withia three years after the firlP
meetiag of the Congrefs of the Uniied States, and' within evcry fubfee
quent term of ten years, in fuch manoer as they thall by law due@. The
number of feprefentatives thall not exceed one for every thirty thoufand,
bat each flate fix:z1l have at leat ome repieicntanve ; and until tuch cno~
meration (hall be made, the ftate of New-[Tampfhire (hall be éotitled tor
chufe three, MalTichufetts eight, Rhcde-1fland and Providence Planta-
tions one, Conncllicut five, New-Yeik fix, New- Jerfey tour, Pennfyle
vania eight, Dclaware one, Marylaad fis, Virginia 12n, Nerth-Carolina
five, Sou:h-Carolina five, 2nd Gecrgia thres. *s

Viten viczncies haprenin thercpiciznizticn frem any {late, the exccay,
tive autherity thereod aball ifee wiits of el &lion to 6ill rucb vacansies, .

‘T oe houfe of repretentatives (hall chule theie Speaker and oier ofs

Scxgs; and hall have the {clz pawer of impeachpgat. ) :
SECT. L o

The Scnate of the United Stites iha'l be compnfed of two fenators
from cuch flate, cholen by the kegill.turc theseot, fur fia years) and cach
fenator fhall have one vore. .

Iinmediarcly after they fhall be afemliled in confequence of the field
eleddion, tiy (hafl be divided as equaliy as may be into three claffes
1 k= seats of the fen2tors of the firft ¢l (s thall be vacated at the expiras
tion of the fccond year, of the fecord clils at the eapiration of the
fourth year, and of the third clafs at the expiration ot the fixth year, .
fo that onc third niay be chiuts Leesy Avwed guesp sl I v anive hap~ -
pen by refignation, or odherwile, during the recefs ot the legBatue of
any flate, the execuzise thercol mav make temporary appointments dne .
til the n=xt mzetn of the legiliture, which kali dea 51l 1uch vaq
canrics. . , . '

No perfua (hafl be a (enator who (hall not have ateained to the age of
thirty years, aad bezn nine years acitizen of the United States, and who
fhall nut, wheo ¢'c@led, be an inhabitant of thag flate for which be
thall be cholin, : , .

The Vice-Prefident of the United States (iall be Prefident of the fe-
nate, but thall have no vote unlefs they be equally divided. .

The fenate thall chufe their other oTcers, and ulio a Prefident pro
tempare, in the ablence of the Vice-Prelident, or whea he (hall exerafs
the office of Prefident of the United States. '

The fenate (hall haye the (cle power to try all impeachments. Whea
firting for that purpofe, they fhall be on o:th or affirmation. W hen the
Prcfident of the United Stetes s tried, the Chiet juftice (hill prefide s
and no perfon hall be convi@ted withgug the concurrence of two thirds
of the members prefent. L i :

Judzment in cafes of impeachment fhall not extend further thao to
rewuy al fromg «{fice; and .Hl.iu-h'f---l"on to huld and «njoy any nﬂ“\f":‘
bonor, truft, or profit under the United States; but tuc party conviled -
fhall neverthelefs be liable and fuhjeét to indidgent, tral, judgment,
sod pocitbment, according to lewr, g

SECY. WV, -~ °

The times, places and manaer of holding ele@jons for fensters and
c L
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reprefentatives, thalt bé preferibed i eack flaté by d:e‘!.é ndi_ture’ thertdf?”
but the Con'g'r:ﬁ may a"t?:ﬁy" u’mel?lajv maikéor a‘l(cr‘&eh regulations,'
except as to the places of chuling fenators” . _

TK& Cengreis tall affemble at lealt once ia every year, and fneﬁ_l'
hecting thall be on the firlt Monday in Deceinber, unlcl they thall by
Law appoiat a differeat day. i i )
R e e B 2 SR VI

- Exc: houle )] be the judge of thé cléflions, returnd 20d qualificss

tiocs of 1s cwa membans, 200 a majonty of cach Dall conflitote a quow’

rum t6 o bulinelss buta fualler num'er'may edjourn trom day to' day,

and may te 2uthonfid to conipel the atecdince of abiont members, 1%

fuch manner, and urder fuB penslues 28 each boul: may previde..

Eaxh houfe may deturmine the sults of 1o prccexdings, punith ité
memters tor dlorderly bebaviour, and, with the concurrence of two-
th ras, expel 2 member.. ) -

Each houf thall keep ajournal of its procecdings, and f:cm time to
Gimie publith the fame, excepting luch pirts as m. y in their jodgment
rcquite fecrecy ; and the yeas and n:!ys of the mzmben of either houls
©n any quelbion (hall, at the defise of one-fifth of thote prefent, be co-
¥ered on the jouraal, - o L Lo wiiodl s '

Nesther houte, during the feflion of Cergrets, {Lall without the coge
£t of the othcr, adjourn for more than three days, norfto any othep
plite thay wat i’ wiidds the twvo Lioufes fhall be ftting,. .

et e ok (N P oLt YR .. ., Y

.. "The fenstcss znd reprefentatives thall receive a compenfation for thei®

fervices, to be afcertaided by law, and paid oot ¢! ilie treafury of the

United dtates..  They (hall in all cafes, except treafon, felony and breach

¢f the pezce; be pnivilegdd from arrelt during their 2ttendance at the

fe{fion of the:r refpeQite Loutes, 2nd in going to and returning from the
fame; drd for any fpecch.or dubate ia cither houle, ithey thail not be
qucfticned in any other place. :

. No feoator or reprefeatitive fall, during the time for which he wag’
eleCted,. be spro:ried to iny aivi) gifico order the 2uthority of the United
Btates, which (b2l have beon cheated, or the exsluments whareor fhal}
Bave becn encreczd during fuch times and no. rfon holding any «ffice
uader the United States, thall Le a.member of enher fouls during his.

_ €oatiavants in office, R Y. L
: ’ y B " TT > . te

SECT, V. i
LT N P ) swe sves Jeossl o b epd tod din:1d ""’
. " ANl bills for raifing revenue dadl originate in s hetife's¥ Fepreteiitis
:‘i:ih:‘t;t the fenate may propoie or concur With. afnetidaicnts i ofh
L W5 P oy = TS pEeea < e rL B 5 4
. Every bill which (hall have paffed the booTe of reprefentitivied Sind iRk
fenate, fhall, before it become a law, be prefcnisd i the Preficont of
the United States ; if bespprove he that) E;: it, bat iF nct Lt dall ren
turn it, with bis cbje&ions to that houfe i which it (1N Hiv origitiare
ed, who thall eoter the orjefions at large on their journal, and preceed
to reconfider it. If atter tuch reconfideration. two-thirds of that houfs
- Wall agrek to palh tht bill, 1t thall be fen, togéther with the objedm s,
‘o
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tothe other htafe; by which it fhall likewife he reconfdered, and if gphe.
proved by tro-thirds of that § oute; it fhall become a iw. But.in sil;,
fuch cafes, the votes of both houfes (h.ll be determuned by yeas and -,
nays, andthe names of the perfons voting for and agawnfl the bill, thsll.
be cutered oa the journal of exch houfe refpeivele. If -apy bill thdl.
Dot be returned by the Prefident witkin ten days (*arndays excepted) at-
ter it (hall have been picfented to himy the fame (hall re alaw, in J¥e
maoner 28 if he had figned it; unlefs the Cnagreis by theic adjoutoment..
Prevent its return, in which cate it fhail not be a law, :

Every order, refolution, or vote to which the concurmence of the
nate arnd hovleof reprefenttives may be noesTary (except oo aqueflion
of afjovenment) fhall be prefer.ted to the Pref Jeot of the United states 3
and befucthe fime hzll take effe@, (Lall bhe zprroved by him, or, being
difappsoved by hirm; (hall be re-pz/Tid Ly twwo-thirds of the fenate and
houte ot re;refintatives, acconding to the rules and Linzitatuons prewiibe,
cd in the czie of 2 bill.

SECT. Vilu

The Congrefs fhallbave power - . € . |

To lay and colicit taxes, duties, iinpolls and exclss to pay the debes,
and provids Jor the common defence and general we fare of the United
Stazes; butall dutics, impufls 20d excifes thall be ucform throughous
the United Stiess ; ¥ :

To burow money on thecredit of the Uaited Sttes 2 s

To regulate coinmerce with fozeign aatons, aad among the feveral,

flates, and witn the Indizn thbos:
To cilzbliih 20 Bt fule Uf Beu Slaatud, 2Na UNIUI W 14WS O

the fub;ett of bankruptcies throughout the Unsted dates

Fo co:n moncy, regulate the vales thereof, and of tareign coin, and
fic the flandard of weiglits and mezturess . 1

Fo provide for the punithmest of cciatefciing the fecurities and
cutrest cuin of tlie United States o o e

" Toeftablifh poit-eiices, 2.d pellorocdss e '

To premoie the prosels of faierce and of:ful a-ts, by fecuring for
limited €imss £ zutaors and mventess, the exdlufive right to their tes
fpcdlive rritiegs and difcoveres: . !

To conilirute t ibunals inferior o the fupreme court s

Todzfine and punith pirzcics and felonis comm:tted on the high feus,
a~d offences z7ainft she law of nations 2 . . L

To declare war, grank letters of marque and reprifal, and make rules
€onceining captures on hind and water . .

To tzife and tuppors armics, bt no appropriation of money to that
ufe (hall be for a longer term thao two years:

To provile 2nd muintain a navy : . ’

To make rulcs fos the governamcat 2ad regulation of the land and naw
"l rm= . . -

To pruvide for calfing furch alre u_m\in v cacaagc phe lawse of thic unhw
on, fupprets inturredions, and repel inv.ifons: :

To provide for organizing, arung, and difcipliniog the militia, and
for governing fuch part of them as m.y be emplyed in the fervice of
ghe United Stater, reterving to the flates refpeivcly, the appontment
of the officers, and the au hority of training the militia according to
the ditcvpline prefcribed by Congrels : " .

To excarais exclufive legiflation 1o all cafes whatfoevsr, over :;:—h dl

1,
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A, (oot excecding ten miles fquare) a3 may, by eeflion of panticuler ..
J:iﬁ. n(nd the accepgnu: of Con%reh, become the feat of the govera= |
ment of tke Unized States, snd to cxercite like authority over all places
purchaizd by the confent of the legillature of the ftate in which the
fame (hall be, for the ereétion of Jorts, magazines, arfenals, dock-yards,
and otber necdful buildings:  And - g ¥

To make all laws which fhall be neceffary and proper for carrying
into cxccution the foregoing powers, aod all other powers vefted by this
Conflituticn i the government of the United States, or in any departy
meat @ ¢ Saxr thersal, i ‘

SECT IX

"The migration or importation of fuch perfons ss any of the ftates nop®
exilting (hall think proper to admit, (hall not be prohibited by the Cone
greis prior to the year one thoufand cight hundred and cight, but a tax of,
duty may be impoled on fuch importation, not cxceeding ten dollass for
cach perion 5 : e

The privilege of the writ of Flabeas Corpus fhall not be fu’pended, nn-

“Jefs when in cafes ¢f rebellion or invafion the public fafety may requireit.

No bill of attainder or ex pef fa70 law Sfhall be paded. '

No capitation. or cther dire& tax, fhall be 1:id, unlefs in proportion to
the ce/ur or enumeration herein befere direéted to be taken.

No tax or duty thall be 1aid on articles exported from any flates No |
preference ﬂu!l'{c given by any regulation of commierce or revenue to
the ¢t nf ~na flare nver thofe of another; ror (1':}l veflels bound to,
or.from, one flate, be obl:gcz to enter, clear, or pay dutics in another.

No mesey trall hedrawn from the treafury, butia confeguence cf approw
priations made by law 5 and & regulir flatzment scd zccount of 1he re-
ceipts 22d experditures of all public meacy (hall be publitked from time
'o ll,me. . lseses o - . . -

No title of nobility fhall be granted by ti & United States: And na
perfon holding any office of profit or truft under them, fhall, withoutthe
confent of the Congrefs, accept of any prefeat, emolument, cfhce, oe

~title, of any kind whatever, fromany king, prince, or foreign flate.

b

L SEBCT X. 7 T
No ftate thal enter into any trealy, alliance, or confederation; gramy
letters of marque 2ad rep-ifal; coin meney; emit bills of credity make
any thing but gold and jilver ccin a tender in payment of debts; pafs
. 3oy bill of attander, ex pof fo75 Jaw, or law impairing the obligation
of conirads, of grant apy title of nobility. - * . . L
No ftate hall, without the confentof the Congrefs, lsy any impofts or-
dotics on imports or exports, except what may be avfolutely necefary
for executing its infpeQian laws ; and the net produce of ail dutics and
impofls, laid by any ftate on imports or exports, (hall b€ for 1he ufe of
the treafury of the Unitzd Stares; and all fuch laws (hall be fubic@ o
the revifi 0 a2d contrcul of the Copgrefs.  No flate fhall, without the
confeat of Cor:zrefs, lay any duty ot tonnage, kecp troops, or (hips of
war in ume of peace, enter into 2ny agreement or compa& with snothee
ftate, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unlefs aCtually invade
ed, or in fuch immineot danger as will not adsgit of delay, ;

ART. 1,
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M b : "; hE -
tese =t ARTICLE IR rroq.rsoc
S5 g i - Js_gvcn' L L :

" The Executive power (hnll be vefied in a Prefident of the United'States
of America. He thall hold his office duting the term of tour years, sn
together with the Vice-Pr<fident, chefen for the famg teim, be clc@ 1
a3 fo'lows:

Each Rate (hall appoint, io fuch micner as the kegiflature thereof may
dirgét, 3 number of cleBars, equal 1o the wia'e rumber of fenators and
reprefentatives to which the {Lite may be contled in the Consrtﬁ; but
RO fcnater of eprsientanve, o peron holding 20 office of tryft or prog
6t under the Unuzcd staves, fhall Le zppointed 2o ele@o .

The eicltors (hall meet ia their refp Qive Rates, and vote by hallog
for two pertuns, of wwhain one 2t leait fhall not be 2n izhabitart ot the
fame ftite with themfelves.  Aand they (hall make a lift of all the per-
fors votzd for, ard of the oumber of votes for each; which hift they
thall fign zad certify, and tranfinit tealed to the 1cat of the govers ment
of the Uruted Stares, direéled to U.e Prefident of the fepate,  The Prefie
dent of the fer.ate thall, in the prefence af the fznzte and houfe of repre=
fentatves, cpen all the ceriificates, and the voies fhel! thon be coonteds
T he perfen having the greasc® numbcr of v:tes (ha'l be the Preflident,
i tuch numner be 2 masjsity of the whale number of ele@ars appeinted g
and it tiicre be mo e than cac wha have fuch malcrity, and hase 2n
e112l number of voize, then the boute of repreientatives fhall imme-
diately chufe by bulintone of them for Preficent; and if no perfon have
8 majority, then from the fivs i hic@ on tae Lift tle (oid beufe (L.l in
kke monner chute the Urefident.  Lut in chaljng the Prefident. the vozes

2l be takien by Rases, the reprefentation fiom e:ch ftate having ong
vate; a quorum for tiis purpole (hall confil o1 & member or memberg
from two-thirds of the fiites, and a maigritv of all the ftares hail be
pecefiary 10 a choice.  In every cafe, after the choice of the Frelilent,
the perion having the grestet nurater of veics of the cle@ors, (haik be
the Vice-Prefident. Lot 1t there (bould remein two or more who laig
czual votes, the fenate flall ¢hufe from thein by ballot the Vice-Pres
fident, ; . ' o

The Congrels may determine thie ime of chufing the elc2ors, and thg
day on which they {hall give their votes; which day fhall be the famg
throuzhoug the Un:ied ttates

No peroa encept a nat:r:l boin citizea, or a citizen of the United
States. at the tme of tie edoption ot this Corflitu.son; fhall be cligibly
to the office of Preldint; neither Mall aoy parfion he eligitle to thar ofe
fice who thall not haveatrained to the aze of thirty-five years, and been
fourtesa years a refdens within the United dtates. u

In cafe of the removal of the Preflznt trom office, or of his death, roe
fignztion, or in2bility to difcharge the powers and duties of the hid ofe
fice, tne {ame thall devolve on the Vice-Prefident, and the Congreis map
by law provide fur she cate Of tausuvel, death, refignstion, ar inshiliry,
both of the Prefident and Vice-Prel ent declaring what officer thall them
8¢t as Przfident, aod fuch cfficer thall a2 accondi igly, until the di'se
bty be removed, or & Prefident fhall be eledted.

. The Prefident (hal), at ftated times, recerve for his fervices s crmpen-
fation, which thall acither be enciesfed nor diminithed during the period
D : ;

* .

N
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T v t i) .
for which e (bafl have deen cdefted, and he fin1l not receive within
that period 20y other cmolument from the United States, or any of;hgg",, i
Before be enter on the executioa of his office, be fhall take the fols -
boaing oath or affirmation :— .
= | do tolemaly fivear (or afirm) that I will faithfully exccute the ofe

« fice of Prefdent of the United Statcs, 2nd will to the belt of my ability,
[ ] prd'&rc, proted, aod defend the Conllitution of the United States,”
. SECT. Ib
The Prefident thall be Cersc =t in Chicf cf the srmy acd navy of |
the.United states, and of the mifits of the foveral fates, vbea called
into the 2Qval fervice cf the UaiiciSutes ; he mey reguiss ths opinion,
ip writinz, of the principat cfZcer ia exch of the executive dep:riments,
vpon any fubjed relating to thz dsucs of their refz2five ofices ; and hy
hall have power 1o grant reprisves acd pardons fur ofiences againft the
Vorted dtates, except in cafes of impexckment. ~ T T 0 ’
_ He hall have power, by and wilithe advice azd confent of the fenate;
to make treaties, provided two thinds ol the lenztois prelni concur; and
Ee fhall nominare, and byand with the 2dvice 2nd gentsnt of e fenxte,
fholl appoint Ambafadons, other patlc Alinifiorg sad Confuls, Judges'
of the supreme Court, and all «;Lor offcers cf Lz United Stater, whofe
gnpointments are pot herein othawifs provided tor,” and which fhall be
al:0hied by Jaw.  But the Coxzyel may by Isir vell the appointment
©f fuch inferiop ofiicers, 28 ity tiak proper, ia thie Prefident alone, in

the Courts ¢t Law, or ia the Lets of departnients.”
The Preldens 0011 Yiava [rremee on £l npall vagincies that may h,P.

en during the recefs of the feusrs, by grinung ecrcaiflions which (ial}
Gpire at thc end ot their e £oa, - 7 il
L]

_SECT. T} :

e thall from time 1o Gz rize to e Conereli infueomition of the
{late of the anion, and reconzzzzd to their cenllaration (uch mezfures
as he (hall judge neceffary and ey zdieat; be mzy, on ¢xtraordinary oce
calions, ccnvene both houfes, ereitherof them, 204 in cale of difagreee
tent betweea them with ref, =2 1o tle time cf adjoyrnment, he may.
tdirum them t fuch time as b2 €20 think peper; hg (hall reccive
Ambafidors and other pohlic Ninillersy Le €23 take care that the
Tawws he faithfully executed, 2= £:27 commiTiaa oY the oficers of the
aited Starey, SRR T L B

g~ $E2CE W,

- ‘The Prefident, Vice-Prefilert,. and all oivil “oSicers of die Unired
Buates (hall be removed frum oZice on impeacteaent for, ahd wnéﬁzlq:
of, tcalon, bsibery, o other bizh crimss and mifdemeanoss, | ¢

Y

»

ARTICLE I, . - -°

7 SBCT. 1 |

. ‘The judical power of the United Statcs fiall Be +e/tid i obe
$rewme coust, aod in fach interios conrts a3 the Coogreli may l'rd':nli:';
' te
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s ik R R

to tinte ordiin 2nd eftablifly, - The judges both of the fupreme agd ba.
fcrior court, fhall huld their ofhices auring guod tchavicos, sna hall,
at flated times, receise for their iervices a cumpenfarivn, which (hail ugt

be diminiflied during their continvince in office, = i

SECT. 1.

; A 1]

The judicial power fhall extend to all cafes in Taw s5d equity, arifing
onder this Condlitution, the laws of the Uniicd Stater, and treaties tnane;,
ot which thall be made, uncer their avthority ; ro all csfes alk&ting Ame
bafladors, other public Muniilersand Con{als ; to all cates of scminalty
and ma-itine uriidi@icn; to controve:fics to whivh e United Stites
fh.d e a party ; to contrererfss betvreen twoer more flates; between
& ftace and cir.zens of anctlier fate; Fetween cinoves of different flates §
briwesn cnizens of the tome ftace Jaiming laads under grane- of aifs
ferent ftutes ; 222 herween a fute, or the ct.zeys thereof, and foreign

flates, citizens or fubjes. ~ .
Ia 2l cates affefling AmhafMadors, other pabliz Minifters and Confuls,
preme court (Lall have

and tho% in ~yhich a ttare thall be party, the o
original jpriidiction.  In ll the ather c2'es before meationcd, the 1o-
'f:cmc court thall have appeilate ju:if iQ.cn, both 35 1o law and fact, wirhy
uch exceptions, and vndor fuch repulaons as the Congrefs (i:2l) make,
The wui.l cf all crimes, cxeept in cates of impezchiment, thall bg
by jury; aad fuck tdal (hall be he'd in the tta - whee the f2id ¢imes
M) have besn comnmitied ; but when not conunitted with o ans flate,
the trial {hull te at fuch place o places &5 the Congrefs may by law bave
Treafon againft the United Ststes, fhafl confift only in levying wag.,
ezainft them, or in 3 lhering tothair encmics, giving them +id and com;
fort.,  No perfan thall bz convilled of treafun uilefs on the efl:rm \ny
of two witnefes 10 the fame ovirt 2@, or on corfefli nia open court,
The Congrefs (ha'l bave power to declzse the punithment of treann,
but 0> attainder of trealen (b2!) work enrruptien of bleod, of torlciare,

except during the lilcof the perfoa attzinted, )

4

sEcr A

ARTICLE IV, -
- . sECT. L

Folf fanth and credit thall be given in each Nzte 1o the puhlic «@ls, re.
cords, and judicial proccediags of every other flate, and the Congre(g
may by general laws, preferibe the manner in which fuch afls, eecordy
pnd preceedings Sull be proved, and the efe@ theteof, . . -]

FECY I,
s e+ T - i

. . ‘

The citizens of esch Rate (hall be enritled to all priviteges and 14',;'. s
muritiss of citizens in the {overas Otee, ‘ _

A peri~~ charged in 2ay itite with rreaon, felony, or other crime,
who thall fice from juftice. and be found in arother flate, (hal', o~ dow
mand nf the execurive agrtho ity ot the ft-te ‘rem which he 8ed. he dg-
Livered op, to be remored 1o the fla:¢ having juriidiQicn ot the crimay

2 Neo , -

% "
L}
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" ‘ a.iu. v e

- No perfon beld to fervice or Tabe s in one fiste, under the Taws theres
of, eicaping into another,’ (hall, .a confequence of any law or regulae
+ ®op therein, be dilcharged frem fuch fervice or Jabour, but tha)l be de-
Lircred up 0a claim of the party to whom fuch fervice or labour may be

dae.
SEC?Z 1

.* New flates my be admitted by the Congrels into this unioa ; butno
ew ftzte thall bs forced or ere@:d within the jurifdition of any other
tr; oorome L2 heformed by thejunlios of two or mero fiutes,
o pird &l Ziim, wabost the geafent of (b legilirures of &2 Ques
¢occerass, 13 acll as of the Congrefs, .
. The Congrefs thall have power ta difpofe of and make all peedfnl
gales and regulations refpcQing the tetritery or other property belonging
to the United >tates; and nothing in this Coaflitution thzll be fo cone
ftrucd 15 to projudice any claims of the United States, or of any pasticye

lar Qate,
. SECT, W, .

The United States fhall guarzntee to every flate in this najon, 3 req
ublican form ot government, zad fhili prote exch of them agsinf}
invafion; and on applicaticn of the legiliture, or of the executive (wheg

ihe]c;uﬂ;{ure cannot bz copverzd) ag:ingy dc_:ncﬂ.icviqlcncq' ¥
P DL RE R O g Ty e s Y g

: The Congrefs, whekever two-thirds of both houfes fhall desm it ned
eeflary, (hall srorofe amendin=nis to this Conflitution. or. on the applicas
tion of the legiflatures of tv.o-thirds of tha feveral fates, bhallcall accoe
ventica for propuling amendmeats, which, in either c2fe, fhall be validto
all inzznts and purpofes as part of this Conflituticn, when ratiSed by
the legiflatures of three-fourths of the feveral 1gres, or by conventicns
. in three-fourths thireof, a3 the ons or the oher nicde of ratification
may be propofed by the Congrafls § Provided, that po anizndment which
may be made prior to the ycir one thonfangd cipht burdied znd cighe,
thall in any maynce afiet thie firfv and fourh cliufes io the ninth fec-
tica of the Asft article; and that no Rtate, without its conlerty fhall &

Grprived of its equal fullezge in tke (enate, ;
S ¥
ARTICLE V&

All debts contrz&ed and eng23emests entered Into, before the adope
tlon of this Confliution, (hall ba a» valid ag:inft the {Joited Stagey vn=
der this Conflitution, ss under the Confedesction. :

This Cenllituticn, and the laws of the Uritcd States which fhall be
made in purfeazce thereof; and all treaties tiede, or which thall be made,
under the auito::ty of the United States, thall be the fupreme haw of
the land; and the Judges in every flate fhalt be bound thereby, any
ll'l"ﬂdz.in the coalitutian or laws of any flate ta the contrary nonwithe

Hu b O Y . o g 0o s

The‘mm ard reprefzotatives before mentioned, and the membery
of the fevena! ftate Jegiliatures, and all executive and judicial officers,
both of the United States and of the feveral flates, fhall be bound by
©ath or affirmation, to fupport this Coaftitution; but no religious t5it
fhall ever be required as & qualification to agy affice or public trufk une

g the United Suten.
'A Rr- vu(
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v ] .
ARTICLE VIL. iy B!

The R auﬁc.auon of the Com entions of pine ﬂ:lcs (!nll be fuﬁcxcn\
gr the eftablithment of this, Conftitugioa between the fates fo umyma
e fame,

DONE in Canventicn, by the unanicious co.-;ﬁnr of the States 9-',
Jent, the frventeenth doy of deptimber, in the year of our
one thoufond Jeven bundred cnd eigbly-fizen, and of the Im!rp
pendene of tie Urnited Stctes of nmarisa the tuclitp. In witn <
wocresf we bave Lereagts fulferilyd cxr Nezies

¢

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Fﬂf.:'.'..‘ ™
o

.
»

A D'L ty fres Firginis,

New Iy bire, g

afectafetts,
Connelicut,
New-Tierk,

AR -
tier Neso-Jerfoya:

i > \

Vew o s Pinnjlvania

PR 8

es ¥

Marylindy, , .

Firginiay, .

" Gurgia, 3

" pelaxire,  {Je
30-. iel of St. Tho.
w@%@w

' Sourh-Carelingg 1

-

Joho Larzdon,

Nichelis Cilman,

Nather il Gorham,

Rufus King,

Willian S2muel Johnfoay -

Ro:er Sherman,

Alcxander Hzmilton,

[\Villizm Lmngﬂon, .

Bavid Lrearly,

T William Paies f'an. =

Jorathas Dayton,

Bz jamin Franklin,,

Thomas M l“m.

Robert Morrisy”

1. C.“,ﬁ.- { Y,-r\pa
Thomas et monl?

Jered 1~ orfedl,

J‘C' !!('

{r

LY L.C‘n‘
| Gauivesncur '\Iomt,
C‘cric Read, * \
Guaniag ..ifv.rd. juoion,
oud D.' wfon,
Ricka:d Baffetr,
| Jacob Croem,
James Mi'ileary,

Jenifer, %
Duaicl C:urpl, TR

§ Joha Blair,,. ,
:' J"' o3 r o llron’ junibf. b

" Villiam Bleant, Sias
Ricl:zrd Dobbs Spaight, |
Huzh VWilliamfon,
john Rutledge,
Chasles Cotgfworth Pmckn?‘
¢ harles Pinckney,
Picree Butler,
William Few, .
Abraham Baidwin.

WILLIA!
B

e

. -
TR e -

- s W s o4

Ve

M JACKSON, Secrdary; .
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. Gt ,‘-'ﬂ% K
. o b 1 - g (=
ND WHEREAS the United States In Congwfc'ﬂ&mb!ed did,
pnehc twcnty-dgh; day of Septc.mbc:. Qee thouiand feven hundred

=jcven, - - i T s
?Mk:‘jfl?xyu:nimujy. That the faid report, “with the 1efolutions and
lener accompanying the fame, be tranfmitted to the feveral legiflatures,
fa arcer to be fuhmitted to a Convention of Delezates choien in cach
fate by the people thereof, in conformity to the refolves of the Cons
yention mads srd provided in thatcale o

ALD WHERSAS the legiflature of the iate of Georgiadid,
0a the tiwentg-iinh diy ef OCober, cne thoufand feren burdied and
.eighty '.y79, i puriuance of the above recized ref<lstion of Congrcf:._
Il Thota Convent'sabeclfed on ths day of the orat geseral
cleQ.en, scd in the fame manner as repreigntatives are elplled; 3ad
- that the faid Coavention confit of not more than three memten frem,
cach county: And that the fa:d Convention ould meet at Auguftaon
the foa th Tuefday in December then next, end as foon thercafter as,
convenient, proceed fo cenfider the fzid repert, refolutions and letter,
qnd to adopt of scjel any part of the whole thercof,

NOW KNOW YE, Thu WE, the Drl:gates of the penple of-
the ftate ot Georgia in Convention met, purfuant - * ¢ refolutions of -
the legQature aforefaid, hasving taken into ovr {ip. confilzrztion the
£id Copftuution, H4V; sented to, rati”. zid wdopied, 2nd by thefe, =
prefen's BO, ip virtie of the povers end,acthority to US given by the,
prople o€ the feid fl:te fur thot purpofe, for, and in behalf of ouriclves
and our conflit:2zz, fully and entirely affent to, ratify and adopt the,
§id Conflitution,, - * " . *. .

DONE, inCeientizn, op Auge3 i3 tbe feid State, ex the fecend.
Day ot Jearery, inthe Yeer of cur Lord One Theufand Seven
Hurdred c=1 ! =biy-eight, and of tbe Independince ¢f the United,
Stcreq tbe Tozellthy Ev,IVITNESS whereyf we bave beraumts
_[,;é‘ﬁnéd CHRBA. - | ) : o g

¢ .7 W SOHN WEREAT, Profimt,
_&nd D:kgate for tbe Corty of Rictmond

7. Stephens, “ apse " Gea'Handley, .

Jolfech Habar(hirm, }.C"’";"". © Chail, Hi!l_ar’i G"‘.!'.
enkin Davis, T - J. Milon,

'llq. Brownfon, : ?"""‘ e Henry Qfborne, .

:Id:‘%d }'elfzi:;. {Dur e, : '_ll:cmocb' %fcé:i:“' Qm&r,

- ’ . - 3o

William F . p: 2 | Jored lewio,, - ,

JI;:Tf‘Ne:i; R“IM ; iu;‘lct;‘ R'I:‘I';IE.IIOIQ. W‘.’bﬂ!ﬂ"

Geo. Mathews, . Robt. Chriftmas,

Flogee, .ng.m&_ Wilkes, Thorgu Dnidl! ]Gm.
okhn Ktn:“: Yy B NMiddlewos: ;
28 Puwe 5 . " ’ *
ohn Fhllintt. : M ‘ :' b 2 s
ames Nazw e i ¢ Sy . .

» 4;::‘.%" ' 1SAAC BRI G G Y, Secrctary,

Aiqumed ull Satarday morning 10 o'Clock, i

SATUR:
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" § .
.. 'SATURD A.I;' :7qu5.'!783..‘; ke Y

In Convention, _prcfe'nt the Hononl‘ﬂc Yoba Wereat, i‘.fquire, Pr:;‘;
dcot, 20d from, pe % Ay 49 A

. i T ol R
s Mr. Stephens, Mr. Hillary, .
Chatbarm, {Mr. Habertham, Gbmr,_ _ zMr. Miltn, |,
Mr. Ofborne,

Mr. Gibbons, {

Mr.Davis, ~ ' Cam Mr. Scaprove,.
Efigbam,  {pq Brown‘yn, > Mr. Weed, W
Burke, Mc, Teifsir, = - Me, bowin, S,
Ricbmend,  £5r. M'Neil, Faftisgten, < L. Vi :lkinfon, N\

* (M Maubews, 0w [M Roticrfordy b

Wilkes,. Mr Sullivan, * ’ Mr. Cluiltmas,’

. Mr. King, Greene, {.\fr. Danicll,

Mr. Powell, M. Middleton,
Liberty, {.\ir. Elliote, Frarblin, Mr. Gorbarn,

Mr. Maxsvelly SR T s ?

On motion of Mr Ofborne, feewnded by Mr. €tephens, | /

Or.iered, That VMr. Ufborne, Mr. Ncphcns‘m.i Mr. Haherfham be
8 com.nttiee 10 prepare and report a letter from this Conv4ntan to his
Excellency the Prefident of Congrcfs‘ to accompany the ratification of .
the Federal Conffitations. ™ =~ - ; i

On the report of the ccmmitise, appointcd to prepare a letter ta_ his
l!"'xcu:llcm.-y the Prefident of Congrefs, the fame was agreed to, as fole
ows : : 5 P

Is CoxvrxTiow, Avgrfia, stb Yorucry, 1788,
S IR, h |
[ have the honor to tranfin't, to the Un'ted States in Conerefe afe

fembled, the ratification of the Federal Conlitution by the flarq_

of Gengia. a
We hope that the ready compliance of this ftate with the recommene

dutions of Cangzrefs and of the late naticnal Coasention, will 1end not
only to confolidate the Union, but premote the happinefs of out come
mon county, - s ’ : ! =

With greatrefpe, we haye the hc;nor to be,
SLR,
- ; ; Yhour E x‘c;lifr:cy'c_ ob;cl.ienl fervanl:'l. .,
. ; ,LO!:{N_ WERBAT, Prefident,
By nanimcus erder of the Cenvention of se State of Georgis,
i

His Exce i . vt ' ]
lﬁPrgﬁfuqf&G‘zgnﬁ.- >l . 8

Refifved, That the Sccretary be dircied, when the PreGdent thl
; have

-
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bave figned the Journal,.to !o.dge it, and the other papmo.t this Cons

veation, with the Hoaorable the Exccutive,

-

g & P
. Refoloed, That spplic:tion be made to the Irgillature to make previfion
for the expences attending this Coavention ; ard that Mr, Haber(bam,
Mr. King and Me. Telfsir be requefted to iy before that Honorable

Body, an cflimate of the fame,

Refdved, Thatthe Jeornal be poblithed ; 28d that the Printer be.die

re&c:: to flrikg of tro huadied copws, 10 be delivered to the Exes
cutiv

A

o Defetved unarinio Ty, That the thanks ef this Conventicp be prefented,
t tog Prcfident, for his able and impartial cogdull in the Char,
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