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1 . Aanounce.nent . George and Ruth Meuret of 1-Taugen, and Rob and Kathy Krug of 
r:ameron are present . 

~ 2 . G' s folks on his father ' s side fiddle and guitar players from the Dakotas . 
Didn ' t learn fro~ them . Started in 1933 on fiddle , 16 then . TJsed to play 
guitar . Prohibition had just ended , was in Chicago . Every joint the west side 
had a square dance going . Played from 8PM-3AM Fiddle player paid twice as 
,ouch , so G went out and bought a fiddle . Was playing a few weeks later . 
[pretty good story] 

3. Uncle Harry Meuret just died 6- 8 illonths ago . Played fiddle as did 
grandfather Meuret . Harry had some classical training from d brother-in - law , 
Stradaberg (sp?) who also illade violins . George has one . They played Indian 
qeservations near Le~on , South Dakota , just east of Montana line on Nth . /Sth . 
Dakota border . Harry and brother , Robert, played for ranch and school house 
dances , hoine parties . Fiddle and guitar . They played so1,1e on the Rosebud 
Reservation and on another reservation to the north . 

4 . G b . in North Dakota , to lvl at 5 , to nakotas at 13 , then to !";hicago, then 
back to Dakotas , then to (:hicago , then "finally got s ,nart ai1d ,noved to WI. " 
Born in 1917 , moved back to !JI in 1957 . WI "my favorite state ... I drove 
truck and I seen then all." Folks are Scotch and Trish 011 one side a'ld French 
on the other . Doesn ' t know a real lot about ancestors . Preach side ''done the 
fiddling.'' Never learned French tunes, although grandfather played French 
tunes . Doesn ' t think his uncles played illuch French stuff . 

5 . Shortly after moved back to WT in 1957 asked by Ted nwens to play when 
regular musicians tocks a vacation. Asked George Rousseau to play banjo with 
hiill , Ruth , Meuret's wife, played guitar . Played Saturday night dances in 
taverns for five years or so , but was always busy wit'1 farming . 'f;'inally got a 
group of people to play .nusi c . Kathy Krug, John Pisa, and otl1er locals ca ,ne to 
George for lessons and tips . Now have regular get-togethers of 10-25 people , 
Rlue Bills Fiddlers and Pickers . Play for Senior r.enters , Heritage nays, ~usic 
in the Park , etc . 

6 . G and Ruth go to fiddlers ' contest~ all over the country, including contests 
in Duluth, Cotton, Lake Elina , and St. (;loud in !innesota . "If I don't get 
nervous I do pretty good . " Tells a story about beiag nervous during a co L1test 
at Weiser Idaho . Fingers goi.ng good, bow standing still. r.a;ne in 106th . 
( ,night be useful , a good qJote 011 co,1tests] 

7 . Ruth entered field of six wo~en at I~ternational Peace Gardens: North 
nakota/r!a 11i toba border. nuth .na1<es the finals but oaly lc10ws three tunes . 

8 . G rec1<ons Peace Gardens and Duluth contests influenced by r.anadi.aa fiddlers , 
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western contests do.ninated by southwest ~ob Hills sound; southeast sound is 
different agai.1 , 110t so fancy . Thinks it ' s wro11g that their is,1 ' t a 
Sca11dinavia£l category , al though this is found in t1inot , North T)akota . 
[Might be a useful quote ,vith so 1ne editing , a prelude to a Sca, 1do tu 11e ? ] 

9 . nn c e ca .ne up to this part of the country to trade fiddles with ntto 
L 1dlisbacher and "lo and behold I .aet .ny 1vife . " Good old tine fiddler and good 

Scandi a vian fiddler and had J~ r danger fiddles that George ''rould ' ve bought for 
fifty dollar~ a,1d I tho ght : ' what 1v0uld I do with a thi11 6 like t'1at. " ' 
[might be a good quote fo r Rindlisbacher show , use a hardanger cut ,mt used by 
Judy on Patchwork?] 

10 . G has ru,1 L1to a fe1v L1dian fiddlers . Lived L 1 T)uL1th for awhile , .net oy 
Anderso1 1 who had a band with Joe Goushay (C::ouget?) and 'r\1.1ck neLaPaz , Ruck on 
fiddle , Joe on bass aad guitar . uT'1ey was fro~ t'1e reservation . . . they 
d irl ,1' t play Indian t1.1nes , they was playing count r y ,nusic . " 
[ .1se for L 1dian fiddlers show?] 

11 . G plays ,vith a local accordionist , Joe To.nesh , \'Tho plays a lot of n,0 11e.nia,1 
tunes . " Jhen '1e 6ets the .a going 1 can play then , other vlise we dorr ' t play then . " 
Louka 7..ele ,1a/(;ree_1 ~1eado1v •.Jaltz , At the Spri 1g , "Red Tb,1<l'<erc11ie-f T-1altz/~2rve ·1y 
Satacek . .Joe has fro,i1 relatives -fro .n r.zec1-ioslova1<ia co ,ning to visit this 
s1.1,J,c1er. 

12 . Whe11 G arrived i. 1 TTau6e ,1 in 1957 r1.i10 P.ronsta<l and 1{ay n1son were fin ·3 
Scandinavia11 fiddle players when G arrived , ~ddie Solie too . nne died , one ' s ia 
the rest ho ,1e, "F'ddie Solie we see every o.1ce in d .vhile . " There ' s a -fellow 
froill HrJce who co~es to play with their group every once in a while who plays 
Polish t.1,1ea . [Soueone to pursue later 0~1. ] P.er nrd nobrowol :31d o-f ~hete 1< dlso 
plays concerti. 1a with the Rlue Fills Pi c kers ai1d SL1gers . 

13 . G talks about Tfa,1dy Sabie. 1 a11d his b..1,1d pL.1yi ,1g at t1-ie TJW bc1.1ch L1 "R.ice 
Lake . 

lli . G called for square da ,1ces for .3eve ,1 years iu the 1930s . l•/he ,1 beer ca.ne 
back , all the taverns in r.hi cago had square <lances . Rut not like they square 
rla,1ce here . 

[tape rJn.s out , end of Tdpe nne] 

Tape T.-10 

Geor 6e , fiddle; ~uth 1 TeJret , 6 .1itar; v..1thy Krug , seco 11d fiddle ; n.ob T(r.1g , 
6 uitar . 

1 . Scotland the nruve . 

2 . Life in the r.'i ·11ish 1foods . 

4 . r.ripple r:reelc . [good] 
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5 . nokpik Waltz . 

Ruth plays fiddle a 11d r::eor 6e guitar for the Hext t 1vo :i.,rnbers . 

6 . Maple Sugar . 

7 . TLlsa ne .n narhe .a.na . 

Gorge back on fiddle , uth on guitar . 

8 . ~arbara Polka . [bood] 

9 . r.1arL 1et Polka . [better] 

10 . Soldier ' s Joy . 

11 . Turkey in the Stra~ . 

12 . The Swede , co .11ic vocd l by G2oq.,e . 


