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MERCURY’

Caducean Rod:

O R,

The great and wonderful Of-
fice of the Univerfal Mercu-
ty,or God’s Vicegerent, Dif-
played.

Wherein is Shewn
His Nativity, Life, Death, Renovati-
on and Exaltation to an iImmutable
State ;
BEING
A true Defcription of the Myfterious Me-
dicine of the Ancient Philofophers.

By Cleidophorus Myflagogus.

LONDON:

Printed by 17, Pearfon, and Sold by T. Nortkcott, in
George-Ally in Lombard-fireet, 1702.







@ﬁre, Books

A General Epiftle to the Reader, more
efpecially to rhofe who are the true
Inquirers after Hermetick Philofo-

phy.

HIS Caducean Rod of Mercury

( Reader ) is a [ubjec of fo great ufe-
fulnefs to this Gereration of Searchers after
that infallible Truth of Natures Myfferions
Operations, that it meeds no Apology, or any
of thofe Flattering Titles, whevewith worth-
Iefs Books are ufher'd into the Werldy my
Language being indeed obviens to all thofz
Capacities, which God hath qualified in the
fimplitity of Nature to underfland the fame
tho’ Truth’s Language mady [eem contemptible
to many of thoft worldly Wifelings, who [well
and are puft up, ready to bunjf with the émpty
Notions of their vain Philofophy, regarding
ot any thing, but what is hamnrer'd upon therr
on Anvil, inthe falfe flowrifbes of Athenian
Phrafes, which we willfully omit, for to [peak
Rbetorically is no part of my Defign : Becanfe
true learning in the Spagyrick Art confifts not
an that, but in the Démonfirative Knowledge
of that matter. which all the Ancient Philos
A Jophers




To the Reader.
Jephers bave born Teftimony to, with one un-
animons voice, from the true [peaking Hermes
even to this prefent Age,

Therefore | O Reader ) what I fhall én-
tertain thee with in this enfuing Difconrfe,
will be aprodué fromthe knowledge of that uni-
verfal [ubjelt matter from whence alone Mer-
cury hath its Birth, Life, &c. and bis Office
of Afcending and 1 defcending is known: For
this Philofophical work is an Abflra& of the
Creation, an Epitome .of all Forms, and Na-
ture’s general Looking-glafs, wherein move My-
Sferies ave contained, than mean Capacities are
able to deferibe - But to add [ome [parks to this
Light or Knowledge, I fhall ground my dif-
courfe from the Secondary Chaos, analogized
with the firf?, according to the cuffom of Ph;-
lofophers.

1 the Beginning when the Darkfome Abyfs
wmprifon'd the  yet undiftinguifhed Waters,
the divine all-working Spirit Moved and Brood-
ed on the face of them, and from the invifr-
ble Gulph brought forth this glorious Fabrick :
The fivft thing that appeaved after this Incu-
bation was Light, the immediate Produ@ of
the Spivit of Light and word Fiat. Now this
Light, being the principal Inflyument of the
Creating Spivit, out of hand manifefted its
boundlefs A&ivity, in Jeparating the [everal
Natures, that lay hid in the Chaos, which
was the dividing of the Waters from. the Wa-
ters.

But




To the Reader.

But the divine Avtificer flop’d not bere, but
clears the [irface of the Earth of Waters, and
by bis wovd of Power [waths their veftlefs Waves
in Bands, that they might no more deluge the
Earth, and [o made way for the vegetative
Power, which be bad implanted in ber, to dif-
play it ﬁ!f in a moft lovely and ravifhing va-
riety.

He imbellif’d alfo the Azure Roof of sthis
Jpacious Theatre of bis Glovy with numberlefs
anextinguifhable Lights 5 a little beneath which
be vanged thofe feven Lamps, which continu-
ally influence and beam down upon the Earth
the Bleffing of Heaven, as being [upplyed from
the over-flowing Fountain of bis Inexbauftible
Jullnefs s mnngﬂ which the Sun and Moon
ave call’'d the two great Lights, by way of E-
minency, as being not only the diftinguifbers of
Times and Seafons, but alfo the great Difpen-
Jors of the divine Bounty and Fuftice bere be-
low.

When God bad thus created the World, ond
all the Hoft and Furnituve thereof, be impart-
ed to them all the Bleffing of Encreafe, com-
manding them to multiply in their kind, by
means of a Seed, to that end inclofed in them.

And at the cfofe of all he made Man, the
Abfivalt and Abvidgment of all bis Works of
Wonder, upon whom be flamp’d the glovious
Dnage or Charaller of his own f/]mtmlzt}‘, to
the end be might be every way worthy, fit and
capacitated to yule over and difpofe oftbs out-

Ag war




To the Reader.

ward Creation. Now oue main Lineament of
this beautiful Image being that I ifdom, where-
with be was indowed, and whereby he was en-
abled to pierce through the extcyual fhell of
things, to the internal werking Spirit, it was
to be his contimual imployment to Jearch into
the abftrufc Effeuce of things, and by a skill-
ful application and joyning of Symbolizing Na-
tyres, to effed all, that might conduce to do-
bight or neceffity, and fo become an Opener and
Manifefter of the Wonders of Gad in Nature.
Tis true, the Image of God in Man confiff-
eth in Knowledge, Righteoufne[s and Holinefs,
aud ¢ firm Knowledge of that Truth, which
nas defaced ( yea in @ wmeafure lof ) by the
Fall, but veftored again to all Believers by and
theough Fefus Chrift, the Archetypal Image
and Son of God, in and according ta whom the
leflex. as mell as the greater Werld was Sframed,
who tothisday by his Spirit doth not fail faith-
Jully to fhew the way, "in which this I, 2fdom,
the. beft and choicsff of all Treafures, and moff
defrable, may. be obtained, by exciting flrong
and earnefl impulfations of life in the heart of
the Eled after this Fewel of Price, putting
them upon [eeking, asking, knocking inceffant-
by, wntil they find, receive, and ( upon their
psrﬂ‘wnmce to the end ) it be open’d unto
them. For great is the Magical attralive
Power of Defire, but certainly nothing con be
compared to the force of thofe longings, which
the Divine Spirit blows up inus, as being in-
fluenc’d




To the Reader.
Puenc'd by Ommipotence it felf, to which o-
thing s impoffible.

Thisis that which the Wife Men of old took
for their way, to obtdin the knowledge of the
[eevets of Nature : Solomon the wifeft of men
asked Wifdom of God, and obtained it to that
. degree, as *tis declaved mone ever before him
. gid, or ever after bim fhall arife like unto

int.

Job, that great Searcher into matural Se-
crets ( as appears by [everal Paffuges of bis
Book ) after be bad diftonrfed of the Myfte-
vies of God in Nature, and particularly of
thofe in the mineral Kingdom, and Inquiring
after that Wifdom, which is the fole Revealer
of them, gives us this fhort, but pithy infor-
anation to obtain the fame from the mouth of
God himfelf, in thefe words ; The fear of the
Lord is Wifdom, and to depart from evil
is Underftanding.

This s the way I have endeavoured to fol-
low, in order to obtain this W ifdom and true
knowledge of Nature, who being God’s-hand-
maid, will not conceal her [elf from thofe,
who ave ordained of God to behold ber Beauty
anvailed, if they feek by the means ordained,
viz. an illyminated wnderftanding and dili-
gent indefatigable Lobours, &c.

And for my part, I have great reafon to
magnify that holy Arm, that bath in [ome
meafime condulted me to the Mount Helicon
of Att, and brought me to [ee at @ diftance,

A g the




To the Reader.
the reward of drt 5 therefore hape my Soul will
never forget to ble[s and praife that holy Name,
who hath taken compxﬁn upon me, the finall-
eff ond loweft of all bis Creatures, as I in hu-
mility bave fought unto him, for I bave found
my bungry Soul to be filled with Divine and
natural Wildon 5 even thofe good things of
his Kingdom, of which the R ich, Proud, Full
and Houghty know net 5 and we haye Juffci-
ent Teftimony on Divine and natural Records,
that this God, the Father of all our Mercies,
bath bad a [pecial regard to a Remmant in all
Ages, giving them a Profped, and alfo a Taff
of that blefled Portion of Jofeph, being a true
Compendium of the choiceft Vertues of Hea-
ven, of the dew and of the deep, that lieth be-
neath 5 of the choiceft Emanations of the Sun,
and the choicet Produds of the Moon of the
top of the Mountains of the Eaft, and of the
choiceft fruit of the Avel Hills, and of the
choiceff part of  the Earth, and the fulbnefs
thereof.

O Lord God! Stream out, if it flands
good with thy Divine Majefty, thefe thy Ble[-
Jirgs upon the head of all thofe, who feek thy

lame, in the painful Worl, of Watchfulnefs,
Holy Silence, and R egeneration s and for the

Sake of Truth and Wifdom are freeto be [epa-

vated from the Pleafires of this wicked World
and  their Byethren defiring nothing more
than that they may be warthy of a true Refig-

nation to thy Difpofal, to follow thee and the
' Lamb




To the Reader.

Lamb in all the Tribulations we are'to pafs
¥ through in our Pilgrimage to thy immortal
City.

Therefore, if it be thy good Pleafure, O
Lord God, make us inflruments in thy band,
to reveal thy Wonders, and to fhew the true
Myfterics of Nature to fuch asave worthys and
vaife np yet move powerful omes, commiffioned
and gifted from above to declove againft the
luris§ Man of Sin, and to be exemplary in this boly
liek way of Righteoufnefs; to the end, that the Ta-
g bernacle of David, which is falbn may be
Y rvaifed ogain 5 and the New Jerufalem come
cimdt down from Heaven, like a Bride adorned for
ok ber Husband, and that thy Temple may be
ilek buile in greater Glovy than ever, by thofe Ii-
vl ving Stomes 5 O Almighty God! that thou haft
.o thih thereunto vrdained to the Glory and Eternal
et Halelujabs of thy Pure, Holy, Immortal Name,
[ ek Amen.

Reader, I muft draw to a Conclufion of this
b} Preface ;, only let me caution thee, for fear loft
iy L fhould be mifunderftood, in [peaking or writ-
ik 21g too Reverendly of the Myfleries of Nature,
which are but Types of the glorious Antetype

b and Fullnefs, that Iput as much diftinion
wf between them, as School-learning can make be-
Tk tween God and bis cveated Works : Rut as Na-
o mf ture 25 God’s Handmaid, and Centers in bis
V| Divine Will, fhe ought gravely and folidly to
J | be treated of s fo T fhall mo Tonger ditain thee
from




To the Reader.
from the Porch, call’d Bemutiful, snor from
Hermes’s Myﬂlcal Temple, where WWifdoms:

Oracles are 5 therefore fhall conclude, [fubforiss p=——
bing my félf a Friend in oll Cbrg/?zan Love,

to the Travellers in the ways of Truth, wbe-} b
ther Divine or Natural. 4

Cleidophorus Myﬁagogus.

i

Mercury'sihs
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Mercurys Caducean Rod :

zr)

O R,

The great and wonderful Of-
fice of the Univerfal Mercu-
ty, or God’s Vicegerent Dif-
played, .

CHAP L

Containing o Theophyfical Inveffigation of the
Philofophical Chaos, from whence Mercu-
1y hath its Birth,

Am bound to confefs, and that in much fince-
rity, that Sandivogius and Philalethes are Au-
thors of fo great Worth and Learning, that I
Cannot pretend to come up with them in the
leaft degree, ecither in my Stile or Matter
treated of 5 only as they themfelves confefs and ex-
perience fhews, that many praftical Truths are by

 them couched in Silence, whether it might be in Di-

vine Reverence for fear left the Art fhould be too
much expofed, 'tis not my matter in hand to deter-

 mine, but the matter of Fad is Effentially true 5 for

Sandivegius himfelf owns, that he had not leave to
write




(2)
write concerning the way of extralting the Salf
moniack or Mercury of Philgfopkers out of theig St
water and its ule, but direéts you either to Godjer
a Mafter for the obtaining of it: And Philaleib
faith, that they confound one Operation withie
ther, even the Natural with'the Artificial, to ke
the limple in igriorance concerning their true Vige
or Crude WWhire Sulpbur, which being unknownyl
their Labour is loft : Arsephius alfo confeffes the fane
thing, where he faith, #e bath flozwed you all 3
plainly, excepting one thing, which is nor lamjull
bim to fpeak of, much lefs to write : And Domifisie
Nuy[ment, where he fpeaks of the Philofophersii
he faith,’ That all. Thilofophers have concealed dhat
kepe ip-ynder Lock and Key, as the fole Stearn of allgll
Adions: But what need 1 to enlarge, {eeing theli
of Truth faith, That our of the Mourh of 1o Wil
every thing [ball be confirmed; thefe Authors' bei§
Mafters of undeniable Credit, therefore none e
to doubt their Affirmation. 73
And farther, if any will make a nice Scrutinyiii
to this matter, they fhall find that the fubjeétimt
ter is not fo much as once named by any of thém
which is the very hinge ‘or foundation by which-;ﬂ_ic
door of entrance moves; for which reali}n,_asagﬂ
Author faith, e ought to implore a Bleffiny fromil
mighty God, to open owr Underftandings, and unlockS
10 us the Recefles of this darkfome Abyfs, where Gt
ereafures of Health and Riches are locked up o B
's all the Mafters of Alchymy ar once of ‘Bl
wha have ever written of this Celebrated, Siome, ﬁwg:
they bave declared the matter and. fubje® ( which 1608
chicf of this Art) fo obfcurely, thar Apollo blﬁﬁf
weuld be tired in unridling the Anigma’s they bauels
cogirated concerning iz 3 and. this doubtful Declagi®
of the matter, is the reafom why many, who feekils
Science without the Light of Nature, are I”'t’f";”’mﬂ
it wery great Errors, becaufe they know not the irie :
Jubject of this Art, bur bufie rf:{’j;aﬁ: wes about ober | F¥oy,
hinps gltogether unfit {or the work, )
altogether unfit for the w Tk

a1




(3)

Thefe are Matives fufficient, not only for this
Writing, but alfo to excufe all Obje&ipns, which
may be offer’d againt it, feeing I defign ( God-
willing ) meafurably to fupply thefe Defeéls, by let-
ting the Artift know, that our fubjeét matter is no
fpecificated determined thing, but an Univerfal
Subject, even a Chaos, which I have fhewn in my
General Epiftle is begotten by the Union of Ele-
ments, and is an Emblem of the firft Chaos, whence
the World was Createdy and therefore 'that
thrice worthy and learned Willis, in his feqrch of
Canfes, hath Allegotically yet Cabaliftically treated
of this Chaos; the like hath the Author of Enchyri.
dion Phyfice Reflitute, and many others too tedious
te recite.

Now feeing Mercury hath its Birth and Manifefta-
tion from this Chaos. 1 think it convenient to give
{fome fhort Defcriptions of its Qualities and Proper-
ties, that fo the Artift may the better know it.

Firft, *Tis an  Embjem of the Ancient Chaos, and
confequently Univerfal, as ‘is plainly manifeft by thar
lightfome Spirit, incubating on the face of the Waters,
t0 animare Beings with Heat, Life and Motion,

Secondly, There are two Waters, Superior and Infe-
rior, with their Divifer, '

Thirdly, In the Bowels of its Earth is Contained the
Form!.of all Mineral Salts and Sulpburs (as I have
plainly fhewed in my General Epiftle ) as may be plain-
by manifefted by the hand of o Artift, yer nove of thefe
fpecificared

Fourthly, The matter is fluid and open, and in its
feIf neitker perfelt nor imperfed, therefore in 4 way 10
Perfedion. A ;

Fifthly, *7is neither Animal, Vegetable nor Mineral,

K4 yer of a Mineral Birth, wherein the Salt and Light of the

mtﬂ perfeit Mesals are plenteoufly found,
Sixthly, And prinsipally, there is none of its Eles
menss permavent in'the Fire, butits Earth.

Seventhly,




(4)

Seventhly and laftly, *7és « marter as Anciegtn
the World it felf 3 therefore as Hermes fairh, “tis tha
one thing, whence all things proceed, contaigi
both the Celeftial and Terreftrial Vertues; fln
fore Operation on it fhews whar the World was, whatt
is, and what it fbal} be. i |

From this one Chaos proceeds all that is rieoefily
to this Philofophical Work, without additiontel
ought, but what is of its felf, only by a dimingts
on of what is fuperfluous, and that by a Natiml
Procefs 3 for as Sandivogius faith, The Anciemsts
garded: nothing but Naute and ber Poffibiliriest
that Nature originally was created pure and'gl*,
and although fhe travels under the burthen ofite
Curfe for Man’s Tran{greffion, yet the fame
tive Spirit remains in her, and will if rightly
fed, labour with all her might to attain a mofe
feét endy therefore the Artift above all i
ought to be fimple hearted, and not in the Ie
regard, the fubtil and new invented Operationfis
Chymiftry, but that alone which Nature is a
effeét ; for God having created her, and ' plaa
Divine Spirit in her, fhe is as Sandivogius fait
alone, by which God works all things: Th |
rightly difpofed, fhe brings forth no Abortifé:
What fhe is, and how fhe Operates in the fouss
ments, and in what Veffels, is learnedly andica
didly (hewn by Sandivogius in- the latter partoblis
firft Treatife 3 but having promifed to fhew M
7¢'s Birth, I {hall now come to perform that ilds
for that the four Elements co—o;éerate together! 0
produce a Spermand Seed, by firft producmg.m
three Principles, and of them two Natures;is
and Female ; the Male is the Earth or Spermijios
Sulphur, by which Natureworks all her intentions
not compulfively, but voluntarilys for the cend
sun receiving the Spiritualities of the Elemeb
does like a true Servant mix the aftral Virtuesy
fend them forth to the Circymference, whe;:mﬂ:




(5)
Female Sperm is, which being acuated, animated
and: firengthened, and by a fermentative Union the
impurities caft off, Mercury,is born with his Caducean
Rody and feeing he hath bis Birth from Celeftialand
Terreftrial Virtues, his. Office is to altend to the
faperior Orbs, to fetch €eleftial Virtues, and again
return to the centre: of the Earth, to communicate
the fame to his defiled Brethren 3 by which aé of
Afcention and Defcention he doth: not only nourifh

§ himfelf, but alfo So/ and the other Planets; for as

Philaletbes {aies in Fons Chymice. Philofophie, And it's
our Sea, our bidden Founsain; out of which. our Gold
naturally is created, when yes itprefers iv felf to Gold,
and conguers it and in the bour of its Nasivity- Goldis
joyed wih it, and wafloed-in it, and both encreafe toge-
ther. into a ftrong Hero, which, meither. Cafar nor the
Pope can buy with: Money, therefore: with: all thy
firength get this. Water: For this is that, Mereury
out of which the body of Metals is procreated, and
as Sandivogius faith, even the Mersury of Philofophers.g
therefore they are not to be regarded who fay, that

s& wulgar Mercury or any of the imperfe& Metals are

the Foundatien of our Stone, thefc being all fpecifi-
cated by MNature, and brought to a Metallick Hard-
nefs ; whereas ours is open and fluid, yet this Mer-
euzy, altho® thus Univerfal, and the very matter from
whence all the Ancient Philofophers, none excepted,

<l obtained the Secret, muft be mortified and die, and

by due Mediums be brought to Renevation-and a mere
immortal State 3 for by this way only is he Capaci-
tated to redeem his defiled Brethren, and to exalt
the imperfect Bodies to the higheft degree of Per-
feftion; but this will be more largely treated of in
the following Chapters, as occafion will neceffarily
Tequire 3 therefore hating fruitlefs Repetitions, my
aim being only to fupply what many of the Philofo-

& Phers have (Iprefume) willfully omitted, T fhall

write that in thefe fheets, which, I dare be bold to
affert, was never written by any of the Philofophers;
and 1 have deliver’d that in this Chapter concerning

the




(6)
the true Chaos of Matter of the Caleftial Stone, fhat
hath hitherto remained as a fecret to the genera-
lity of Mankind, even from the foundation of the
World: So that none for the future need to i
ple or doubt, what the right beginning of ol
Work is, nor of obtaining it, if they willtakethe
wholefome advice of Bacon, which T fhall repeat,
and fo conclude this Chapter 5 Which is 0. congeil
the thing that Nuature begun ber firft Operavions b
by a proportional Mixture and Union of pure lidite
Mercury, ‘with the like gquamity of Sulphur i}
Mafs. Whereupon faith Dominus de Nuy(men
boly words, wherein this good Arglian or rathe
gel clearly depinged that one and true marter,
of the Philofophers 'bave wrirten Volumes under i
vers Figures and _Znigmatical Fables not b
they would malicioufly bide. it, bur keep the Pr
of this knowledge for learned and Pious Men, i
continual fiudy and laborious experience find
dorn it, T




¢.7.)

| WCBAR L
tud Br which is Shewn. fome pra&ical Conclufions
wind  concerning the Separation of the Chaos.

iy IN the former Chapter I have fhewn you what
the Chaos is, and how it came to be Corrupted by

the fall of Man, the Earth being curfed for his fake 3
& notonly the Barth, but as the Apoftle Paul faith,
. the whole Cremion groans under the Burthen of Cor-
1§ ruption, for this reafon the Artift muft be afiftant
to Nature, that the may be able to caft them off, if
ever he intends to arrive at the Haven of reft; I
fhall therefore in this Chapter come to fhew fome
Spagyrick Separations, that fo the Artift may better
underftand his Alchymy, whiclt in the Arabian tongue
fignifies Fires and the Author of Enchyridion Phy-
fice Reftitu« [peaking of the Birth of this Univerfal
Seed, fays, Tis born from the Loines of Jupiter by
the belp of the Divine Light, by the Midwifery of
Vaulcan: So are our Hlements and Principles born
from this Chaes by Separation by Fire, for except Se-
paration goes before Generation, there can be no
perfeét Birth brought forth ; for the firft Separati-
on is of diftinét Elements, the fecond of Principles,
= and the third of the two Natures Male and Female 3
in the Elements are many immerg’d Corruptions,
which muft be feparated for the producing of the
Principles, in which are great varieties of Saltsand
Sulphurs, which are not in the leaft adberent to
our Work, which Philalethes candidly hints at, where
¢ e faith, amongft all the great wariety of Salts and Sul-
phws, there are but two for our Work » Which two
muft be rightly known and adapted, if ever you
hope to fee Diena unvailed 3 alfo he cautions you
to beware of Corrofives, which are repugnant prin-.
¢iples coggained in the I‘ame:B Chaosy and are fome 26
thole




(8)
thofe vile Garments which glorious Nature cafts offy
when fhe {hews her {elf in her Amours to her Loversyy

and that you may not be ignorant of what thefe Separasi ¥
tions be, T will give you a fhort Catalogue of them. S &

ke firft is common Mercury and Sulpbury the [econds
is Urine 5 the third is Sal Armoniack volatile and fixed g8
the fourth is Nitre and Vitriol 3 the fifth is a Corrofive
and deftrn8ive Vincgar 3 the fixth is an Homogeneous
Vinegar and Mercury (ublimare 5 the fevemb is a Spitit
of Wine; an eighth is a Sulphureous Laton the 'ninth
Blood 5 and the Tenth an Hermapbroditical Mercury 5 the
eleventh an Univerfal Spirit, by which the whole Chao
is acuated with lifes the twelfth a Golden Sulphur, fra
whence Tinfture and Permanency proceed 3 and the' vhi
teenth a fweer Central and Permanent Salt, which is the
grownd-work and foundation of the whole.

I could enlarge to a greater Variety, but fhall:os
mit them, feeing every Artift, in the {eparation of
the Chaos, will be able to demonftrate the fames
although ’tis true the Ancients have not fo diftinés
1y named them, nor it may be fo well confider’d if
whether they have or not, I dare not judge, f{ceing
it is couched in filence, and they have faid, ’tis'@
Symbole of every thing, and therefore have calll
it by all names, but its proper name is Univerfdl
Mercury 3 for it contains in its Womb the firft Seed
of all the feven Metals, as well the imperfeét as the
more perfeft 5 and therefore I regard not the opinis
on of even many of the Philofophers themfelves
who write about the number of Elements, whethef

and that in a tio-fold  Compofition: For the firf
heat is of the Ked Sulphur, to which may be added
the White Sulpbur and the Homogeneous Virriolic Suf
The firft Moifture is in the Inferior Waters,. whi
muft be married to its natural Spoufe the Ea
by which it fhall be enriched with fruitfilne(s ; ol
fecond in the {uperior Mercurial ‘Air, for after
have fublimed the Mercurial Earth from its: F
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and have formed the Budy, and feparated his Blood,
you muft know that the Suphur is cloathed with
combuftibilities, and the Mercury with a Flegmatick
Nature s therefore muft you caft into her Womb
the Seed of that Univerfal Sulpbur or Fire, which
is the parent of all Form in Generation, by which
her volatility and Tnconftancy will in great meafure
be taken off 5 but how this is to be performed will
be the task of ancther Chapter, fo we fhall pafs it
by here, and come to fpeak a little concerning the
two Corporal Elements of Earth and Water ; for
when we (peak of the Earth, wesmean not its grofs
and corporal part, but the Central Salt it contains :
For as the Philofophers fay, én the Centre of the
Earth is a Virgin Earth, which is true Element and Na-
ture’s Work: And as to the Water ’tis filled with the
dreadful effcéts of the Curfe, even a Difmal Poifon-
ous Coagulating, Arfenical Salt, which hinders Ve-
getation, and therefore muft be feparated, for the
Earth delights only in the pure; this Myftery is
cndidly hinted by Sandivogius, for he faies, the
Water is never to be bad pure, Art purifies that by a
swo-fold heat, and shen conjoyns ir, nay yet after this
Union, although by a true Medium of Sulphur, it
contains abundance of fuperfluous and corporeal
Corruptions, which are Enemies to Generation, and
therefore muft be fzparated in preparing the Vine-
gar, or Ciude white Sulphur s for (as Bufil Valen-
sive, {peaking of the great Office and Effeét of the
Earth, faith ) the Earth doth it nor of it felf, bur the
living Spiririr comains, The true knowledge of this
Myftery brings you to a right foundation in Art, and

‘opens many others 3 for herein Nature only beging

her Art of Formation and Vivification, without
which there can be no Multiplication nor Perfeétion.
And that thou maift not be ignorant of the true
and adequate knowledge of this Separation, T tell
thee, that what Art doth not perform, Nature will,
being rightly difpefed, and that by a living aétive
Innate, Quinteflential Spirit, that forms the very
B2 Elements,
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Elements and preferves them, taking upon it felf

the fhape of Elements, yet it felf is no Element, but
a living Soul, lying hid in them, and when by Art
extrafted out, it turns to one again: Now if this
living Fire is abfent, the Elements would be dead,
but feeing every aftive caufe muft have fome pafiive
one, we carnot in the firft part of our Work fepa-
rate the one from the other ; for according to Her-
mes, the Earth is its Nurfe. Concerning this Uni-
verfal and living Fire, much might be written, but
feeing its office is fo general, that the Philofophers
fay, the Heavens and all things are filled with it,
nay whatever is lucid and glittering, as the Sun,
Moon and Stars, doth fecretly derive its Original
from it, and are to this day fupplied by it, as you
may read at large in Sanguis Naure, where he alfo
defcribes the living Central Fire, call’d the Central
Sun and Corporal Water, or Fire of Bodies 3 to
know this ( faith he ) is the moft fecret Myftery in
all our Philofophy : This fixed fire, as it hath its
original from the living Fire, fo it hath a great
Sympathy with it, for it wants it as an Aliment,
which it continually attraéls out of the Water and
Air, and converts it to its own Subftance 3 and in
this, as in a Centre. all the virtue lies concentrated,
which being {catter’d flies into the Circumference,
as may be obferved in Man, in whom this fire fixed
in the Centre of the heart, hath its feat, asthe yolk
n the Egg : But its Operation is invifible and ve-
ry fecret, and yet very powerfui, which alfo few
know 3 for it operates by its heat in all things, which
lie in the Earth, and excites the Fluxand Reflux of
the Sea, asthe Pulle in Man is excited by the fire
which lies hid in the Center of his heart. Hence
alfo all the Watry and Airy Vapors by the help of
this Fire are Elevated from the Earth and Sea into
the Air, which compofe the Clouds, and by Rare-
fation of the Wind ( being impregnated by the vi-
Spirit ) fall down again to the Earth in form of

Wa

Thus
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Thus Art may prepare and exalt the Rivulets,
but ’tis Nature alone which muft exalt this Catho-
lick Fountain of Mercury,

Now what Concerns the Purification of the Ele-
ments, T have (2id enough3 yea more than enough
by fhewing what is Homogeneous, and what is He-
terogeneous, what muft be feparated, and what muft
remain: Resder, thou maift fincerely thank me for
what I have done, feeing I never received the like
from any Perfon or Authox extant, therefore let
this fuffice.

B3 CHAP
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CUH AT T

Containing [ome Theophyfical Inveftigations con-
cerning the Formation of the firft Philofo-
phical Body.

Et me direét thee a little { Reader ) by a Digref-
_ fion from the Matter, to fhew thee the reafons
of my Writing {o plainj for in my fearch 1 faith-
fully promifed, that if ever it fhould pleafe God to
illuminate me in fome meafure to underftand what
the Ancients have (o Myfterioufly Written, I would
for my own fatisfadtion, as well as the benefit of
others, draw it up in a more intelligible Method,
Now confidering the fubftance of this Promife, I
could have no Peace in my Mind, untilT had ftretch-
ed forth my hand in this Treatife, to the defirous
of Art, fhewing them what is moft needful for them
to fearch after 3 and thefe Labours do alfo not alit-
tle conduce to the eafe and fatistaétion of my mind,
{fecing my Operations have brought me into much
Infirmity and Crazinefs of Body, and life is uncer-
tain at the beft; (o that I hope niy poor Children may
receive Benefic from them, as a Legacy by way of
Requital for what T have exhaufted of theirs; and
likewife in general for the ‘Eenefit of all thofe whom
God may hereafter ordain ro be Poffeffors hereof,
~my Pen hath deliver’d the truth, with as much
Candidnefs, as 'twas lawful for me with a clear Con-
fcience-to dog-and one thing I-may boaft of, which
is that T have fhewn the particular and lineal Ope-
rt:at'mns as they proceed, which was never done be-
ore.
For my part I have not chofe the common envi-
ous and ambiguous way of Writing, I fpeak it not
out
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out of any difefteem to the Ancients, whofe writ-
ings 1 efteem with the higheft veneration imagina-
ble, next to Holy Writ; but out of an Exercife,
Sympathy and Fellow-feeling with the painful and
laborious, for I have often faid in my feif. “that 1
fhould never be able to fubfift in thefe Indefatiga-
ble Labours, and to pals through fo darkfome a
Woed 3 and indeed do admire, when 1 look back,
how I have been upheld, but T wholly attribute it
to that Divine Arm, who hath hitherto {uftained
me in a Sca of Difficulties. And it hath been one
of my greatcft griefs, that for many years 1 have
had a perfeét knowledge of the Matter in General,
yet have been to feek in joyning Symbolizing Na-
tures together, and all this through the oblicurity
of the Philofopher’s words, and their confounding
their Operations together 3 but what fhall I fay, 1
muft conclude with Solomon, there is an appointed
Seafon for all things under the Sunj; for 1 now
plainly difcern, that this great Myftery here {poken
of, may meafurably be gather’d out of Books, when
we come praétically and feelingly to underftand them.
For which reafon I cannot choofz but Love and Ad-
mire the Phifofophers. Admire them, when I con-
{ider with what admirable Cunning and Artifice
they have wrapt up this fecret from the Unworthy;
Love them, whzn I fee how plainly they have de-
lineated the fame to the Maftersof Art, who alone
can receive the true and advantageous benefit of
their Writings; and upon this confideration, I do j
not now admire, why there are fo many Books of
this fubjeét in the World, for thould this method
be taken, there would be as much need of Writing
tothe end of Time. as if never any thing had been
Weritten before, T mean for the Edificationof a Ty-
ro 3 therefore have they well faid, Labour, Pray
and Read, for one Book opens another, and true
Adeptifts confefs, that thus they have learn'd di-
ftinét Operations from divers Authors. Read Phi-

lalethes and Phijadelpkia on this point.
B4 ‘There-
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Therefore T may compare thefe renowned Men i
fo skillful Mafters in Science, who cag with great
cunning, defend themfelves from each others ftroaks, §
yet at the fame time let each other underftand theig
great Skill and Ability in Weapons, fo that one in-
differently vers'd in the Art, dare not attack them g
even {0 have the Philofophers done by their various |
Expreffions and czmninégr Artifice, having jwritten fo
as to be plainly underffood by each other, yet at ||
the fame time veil'd it from the vulgar Pretenders.
But to return to the matter in hand, all the wife
Men began' their foundation from the Reots or
Ground-work, vi;. from a Body; but feeing this
Body is the Philofopher’s Earth, it cannot be ac-
counted a light and frivolous thing to underfrand :
it, for *tis'not a fimple” Earth, but an Earch that |
hath the firft Unity of the four Elements in ity and |
by a diffolution of the firft Corporal Earth, and a
Coagulation through the purified Saits and Sul-
phurs of Nature; for here ( according to _Artephi-
us ) the Artift muft puz the bard dry Bodies into the
Water once for all, and then this Earth being from
thence form’d, is the Houfe and Habitation of the
Philofopher’s Sperm; for the Sperm is one thing the
Seed another, the Earth is the Receptacle of the
Sperm, the water of Seed : Flammel above al others,
in his Fieroglyphics, hath given not only its Compo=
fition, but alfo the degrees of Heat requifit for its
Produdtion, Pag. ¢8. and 64. fhewing it to be a Na-
tural Work. ;
Therefore I fhall not fpeak here of extraordinary
Generation, called in the Schools Equiveeal, which
is a Birth ‘produced only by Putrifaftion, without
an Origina] Specificating Seed, but of that proper-
ly call'd Uriivocal s for by the Seed of Metals, Me-
tals only are Generated, ‘or elfe that Art, concern-
ing which fo many famous Philofophers have writ-
ten, would be impoffible: But to Affert this, is not
only contradiftory to Truth it {elf, but alfoa giving
the digeét lye to their voluminous Works, feeing ;]m
= 4 - . p t c
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the one hand the Art hath nof only its verity and
poffibility in Nature, but alfo on the other to be
obtained by diligent fearch and labour 3 and Sandi-
vogius hath already taken off all objeétions concern-
ing the Produétion of this Mineral Sperm, where
he faith, tbe four Elements beget it, shrough the will
and pleafure of God, and imagination of Nature ; there-
fore T would have none to put a falfe Conftruétion
upon thefe Writings, imagining, that I have a fe-
cret Referve concerning vulgar Metals, for T deny
them all, even Lead, Tin, Tron, Copper, common
Mercury, Antimony, Marcafites, Nitre, Salt, Vi-
triol, Oyls of Vegetables, Amimals, or any other
thing, that hath received Determination in Nature,
even Snow, Dew and Rain-water, moft of which I
have tryed to my own lofs and damage, and not
finding the Signs, was forced to begin again; Gold
and Silver only excepted, which ferve us for Fer-
mentation in order to Projeétion.

What would you have clearer delivered to you
than the Truth without any Equivocation, or Men-
tal Refervation 3 concerning which verity 1 have a
doud of Witneffes on my fide, even the conjuné
Teftimony of all the true Philofophers. Therefore
away with all your falfe Notions in Philofophy, as
alfo with all falle Books ( from whence many fuch
Notions do arife ) written by fome upftart Smoak-
Sellers, falfe Pretenders, unexperienced in Natures
Myfterious ways; away alfo with all falfe Com-
mentors on the Philofophers Writings, efpecially
fuch who make it their livelihood to rob the dead,
and deftroy the living 5 not valuing for flf-ambi-
tion fake how much money is exhaufted, and Fa-
milics ruin’d, by following fuch their frothy No-
tions: Thefe are indeed fo far from unfolding or
conceiving the Myferious ways of Nature, that
they write things repugnant to her very Laws,
Thefe inftead of adorning, deftroy that living Im-
age, {o truly delincated by the Ancient Philofophers,
and difhonour their Writings, caufing theq to be

1
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ill-fpoken of many times; efpecially by fach whofe
lofles, have made them perverfe. O vain Wretches,
may not I properly apply to you the words of
Sandivogius, where Nature (peaks to the Alchy-
mift-in his Treatife of Mercury, for your falfenefs
yau. deferve the. Halter, equally as well as thofe who
rab on the High-way, for of the two, you are the
greateft Thieves; for T count it no lefs than Sacri- §1i/
lcge, to rob the dead of thofe Honours due to §fi/
them, and without Repentance expeét an equal re- . .
ward.

T muft confefs, that when 1 have read fome of | U
thofe Commentors Works, I could not choofe but |
blnfh for fhame, to fee fuch confufed Procefles, as Jh
if they would by their Heterogeneous Mixtures cre- §
ate 2 Sced, contrary to the cxprefs Law, of God §
and Nature, and the Genuine fence of true Phi-
lofophers , which is but to Maturate and Ripen §
that which God hath already in Nature created, i
which I count lictle lefs than willful blindnels or M
perverfe ignorance, which deferves to be ftigma- g
tized rather than pittied. !

For in this Work, from one Fountain procced
three diftinét parts, not only the Body mention’d, ¥
but alfo Soul and Spirit, which is the threefold §
Mercury, and Summ Total, which by degrees is har-3§
den’d into a.Metallick form, and afterwards by
long Decoétion into pure Metals 3 but feeing that
each of thefe parts require a diftin€t Chapter, THll,.
fhall.now proceed to {peak concerning the Philo-]
Jofophical Blood, which is a Medium of life between '
Body and Spirit ; for thefe are the three Springs,§
that teftify to the Artift the truth of his Proceed-3
ing, for whatis call'd Body, Soul and Spirit is alfo
called Water, Blood and Spirit; for all agree thats
the Body is formed out of the Water, by a Body @
Spiritual and a Spirit Cerporal, mixing per Minima i,
in a Sulphureous Earth, as the Artift will learn by
the praétice of this Chapter, therefore fhall conclude

it ‘
y CHAPS
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CHAL IV,

A Theophyfical Inveftigation concerning the
Blood or Mineral Spivit, which is in the
Philofophical Principles of Sol, Lune and
Mercury.

THis Blood is of fo great confequence to be un-
derftood, and its Preparation, that without a

perfe& knowledge thereof, there can be no Progrefs
made in the Philofophical Work 3 and as in Forma-
tion 'of ‘the Body the Acetum is the fick Menfiruum,
1o here Elixir is the fecond, and 4zorh is the third
and perfett one, ‘which are the three Fires, by which
the work is carried on to its predeftinated end, and
are called the keys'of the fecret Science, ‘two of which,
faith Ripley, we fuperficial, ‘and the third is Effential
10 Sun and ‘Meon 5 now Philalethes [uys, that the [i-
perficial dre ‘the Wager and ‘the Blood 5 for that the
paffive Principles of the Philofophical Mereury, by
this ative Effence, which is a fire and Sof volasile,
are digefted and ripen’d‘into Laze and Sof, at the
Philofophers pleafure,

Therefore Experience ‘thews that Philalerbes hath
teftifyed the Truth, where he faith, There gre in eur
Mercury three Mereurial ﬂabﬂmccs, which mzy well be
calPd Méxftrues, the o092 the more grofs part ( which
tho' it be ‘a Water, yet'is being the ‘moft 'palpable part,
ad vifible, ‘may be sermed the Body of ‘the Water ) the
It is'a Fiery fofm, ' which'is the Blood of Cadmus
this is areal nbifible form, which is effenvinlly and for-
mally Sol volatile : The [erdndis the mean Soul, which
Pbt}uﬁpk.».n withost Egutvoeation ¢all’ Saturn’s Child :
the Omiddl: fubfbante - of thefe thiee s made into one
monderful Mercury, -which bath nogirsJike in the world,

And
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And in another place he faith, That their diffolving
Water flows from three Springs, one is 4 common Welll

at which all draw, and of which water many ufe 5 thisp
Well bath in it a Saturnine Droffinefs, which mates thef
Waters unufeful 3 thefe frigid fupcrzﬂuities are purged Gyfhich, |
two otker Springs, through which the water of shis Welk§wan,
is artificially caufed to run. ~Thefe Springs make bus one
Well, whofe Waters appear dry, the bumidity being feal-

ed; the Well it Jelf is furrounded with an Ar[enical Wal,

sbe (limy bottom abourds with the frft Ens of Minerak}
Salt and Swiphur [ which is she Body and Blood ] which
Acuase the Warer of the firft Well, whofe primary quali-

¥y is coldnefs being thus Acuated, it becomes o powera
Jub a Menftruum, “and [o pleafunt 1o the Metals, thas

for its peculsar virtue it is chofen for 1o be the Bar of

the Sun and Moon, 3 [

Of thefe three Springs the Blood muft now bef:s
confidered, for that is the Middle Nature between § (
the Body and, the Spirit; for according to Scripture,
the Blood is the Life, that s to fay, the life is in it, as
inits proper vehicle, and there 'tis nourithed andf§
maintained : Now the Philofophers have diftinguifhe
ed two Bloods, fc. the fixed Blood of the Red Lyon, i
and the unfixed Blood of the Green Lyon, which they #'r
often joyn; for as Bafil Valenrine faith, they bave their}
Original from one Confanguinity , amongft all thefes
three Springs, there is nothing unclean, but thagh
they call the Green Lyon, or the Infirument that na- g,
turally inclines the Body to putrify, and ( as Philg-
detbes fays ) is the very Grave of ity it is call'd by,
fome Philofophers Aqus Faridz, and by fome Mortis
Immundities, which uncleannefs is impoffible to be fe-lf & -
parated by Fire, by the hand of any Artift whate~§!
ver; but Nature muft here contribute her aid, by
its being removed from its Matrix of Earth, and
fown in its Matrix of Air, by which Aétion and Re-§:
aftion they purify each other, fo produce a Bud, ¥
Bloffom and Flower, different from either Root s
therefore he afterwardsadds, that it is not in its ew
Nature unclean, but made pure, as the Art of the

Artift]
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Artift can make it: He alfo fhews, how it is this
purified, viz. by the help of Nature, art joyning
Confanguinity with Confanguinity ; the knowlege of
thisis the hidden Key of the whole Art, for faith
Philafethes, Learn to know this Green Lyon, and its
Preparation, which is all in all in the Arty it is the on-
Iy Knor, unty ir, and you are as good as a Mafter 5 for
whatever then remains is bur to know the outward Re-
gimen of Fire, for to belp on Nature’s Internal Work ;
therefore 1 defire my Reader, very cautioufly to
obferve this Point, not only in the right Formation
of the Body, and to beware of all Corrofives, but
alfo in the right Separation of the Blood, and to
beware of all violence; for we fee the Husbandman
fows his Grain or Seed, but ’tis the Sprout only that
produces the Herb, which at firft is {carce difcerna-
ble, and therefore if taken out from its Grain or
Root, ‘twill die in 2 moment ; for which reafon the
aforefaid Author faith, The whole is [own, yer the
Fermentarive Spirit is fearce & third part of the whole,
the reft is of vo value, and thar the dregs of the Body
eome off with the dregs of the prepared Mercury, and
that the Spiritual part or viriue of the Body doth purge
and purify the Matrix of the Water in which *iis fown,
in a Generative way berween Male and Female of the
Jame kind, berwixy which there is a fermemative vir-
tue, which will effelt that which no other thirg in the
World is able 1o dog by it Water becomes Plants, Mi-
wnerals and Animals, nor is the work ever out of kind,
Artephins intimates the very fame Operation, where
be faies, The Body Coagulates the Water into dryne/s our
of the Body, all ove as Runnet doth Chesfe ' therefore
do they fay, the Earth is the Receptacle of Sper
the water of Sced ; feek the knowledge of this
4 and rejoyce init, asin a defervedly invaluable T

fure, for 'tis the way, which Nattre hath anc
tread in all Ages of the World, although, it may
{ feem Riddies and perfe® contradiétions ro fome,
how the Sced can be fiid to be fown in the Farth,
Water and Air; but thy experience only muft re-
concile
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concile this difficulty, for that T will not, nor da

not fpeak plainer. [ fhall only add, that life, g#*"!"

’tis an invifible thing, contained in the Blood, as
its Veflel, is as in Infants, very tender and weal
and eafy to be extinguifhed; but if carefully nog
rifhed, it fucceflively grows ftronger and frrongg
from Babes to young Men, and from thence to fire

and perfet years, therefore in the Philofophick w

’tis a [ucceflive Animation by Eagles, which the

phi have affigned from three to ten; three is th
leaft you may dare to open your Veffel at, for i
muft firft be able to withftand the Fire and Waterg"
therefore Phildletbes faith, the Veflfel muft not b@"

open’d, nor the Fire go out from the 1o01h. of O&gg"

ber to the 1oth. of March 3 but 1 fay ’tis far better
it remains till the 1oth. of Fuly. What is to be us

derftood by breaking the Veflel, or letting the fif@"
go out, I have plainly thewn in my General EpifHight
therefore need not to-recite it here j this Operat

is that which E[pagenus intimates, where he fa

Thar the winged Virgin, excellertly well wafbed, o
impregyated with the Spiritual Seed of the firft Mal
whofe cheeks are flained with the Colour of a Pomgrd
wate, muft be joyned to the fecond Male, by whofe Corpl
ral Seed [he is made fully to be conceive; this fan
truth is alfo hinted Flammel in his Summary, Met
cury muft be taken out of his Neft, and tranfplant§
wearer the Sun, where be will grow more in one day, thi
in & thoufand elfewhere 3 the practice is plainly in

mated by Artephius, thus : Our Mercury is dram
from its vitriolick Caverns, and a little farther tel
you, ‘tis drawn from a red Servant. But this being
the Work of the fucceeding Chapters, T [(hall om
it here. and fupply what is defective for the cof
pleing this Chapter, which is to let the Rcads
know, that ’tis not the outward Veffel, or outwas
Fire, that Philalethes means, which I will plainl
fhow, by confronting againft him an_Author, 3

Learned as himfelf, viz. that famons Willis ivn
Sear
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Search of Caufes, page 73. where he fpeaks of the
Mineral Matrix, and the Modus of ripening the
Seed, -He [ays we find, that though fome pare of 1the
Matter exhale, and fly through the opennefs of sbe
Matrice, ‘yer thar which remainesh may be broughe of-
sermards to- bis full fpecifical Perfeiion, if the Ma-
grice-be clofed again 5 -and this is & good .and obfer-
‘able -ground to nvefligare 'the true Seed of all ‘Me-
tals, the mammer of Ripening -them, “their Generation,
Regenerarion -and Exuberations alfo i0 confirm. ke
Dollrine of Homogeneity of thar which is moft per-
fe@ in the Metalline Predicaments -alfo 1of  the
Symbolizing of the Corporal Metalline Elements be-
Jore fpoken of 5 being underfiood vhisiis -a-Keyo-
pering the Door of many Nyftieal Vefrics in Herme's
Temple. 'And fo we fee, that it is impeffible for
any-thing to attain Natural Perfeétion more than
it  hath, without Matural Motion, fiich as Nature
ufeth in Generation and Augmentation; therefore
in all times, and in all matters; the cautions here
delivered muft be carefully obferved, thatthe Seed
may be brought to fuch motion, and be enabled
to receive the Benefit of fuch Natural Exalta-
tion.

Now this Motion and Exaltation is not to be
effeéted, without you underftand the Office of Na-
ture in all the Seafons of the Year, from the 7eft
to the North, and thence to the Eaft, and laftly
up to the Southy or from the Autumn to the
Winter, and thence to the Spring, and laftly to
the Summer. For in Autumn the Seed is fown
in the Earth, in the Winter it doth digeft and
putrify, and in the Spring it buds forth Stalks,
Herbs and Flowers, and in the Summer ’tis ripe
and gathered 5 therefore let the Circulation be
gentle, not only in the Formation of the Body,
but-alfo-in-the-nion-of the two-Dragons, Male
and Female; the Male is Sulphur, or the fixed

Dragon, the veffel of Earth and Receptacle of

Sperm
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Sperms the Female is Argent vive born-up in |
the Wind, the veffel of Air animated with the |
firft Male Sulphur, and therefore the Receptacle §
of Seed. There muft be time and place there- §
fore given, both for the Formation and Diffolu- |
tion of this Body; for as it Congeals drop by

drop, o doth it diffolve drop by drop again; in §*"
which Aétion and Work of the Elixir, there will |} |

appear blackne(s conjoyned with Moifture, unétu- |
ous and fufible in melting, and more than Wa- |
ter, for in this Elixir the Latonal Body of Earth |
is hidden, which will again Congeal it felf, and |
at laft Calcine it felf into Dufts thus in the two- |
fold veffel doth this wheel about from Earth to 1
Heaven, from Heaven to Earth again, by which |

is manifeftly feen Mercury's Growth and Office of |
his Caducean Rod, but this being more clear in

praétice, I fhall proceed to that in the following .
Chapter. 1
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REH AVE. HY

Containing [ome Pracical Rules to be obfer-
ved in the Body's Formation and Exalta-
tion.

Aving in the former Chapters delivered many
hitherto undifcover'd Myfieries, for the bene-
fit of the fincere Inquirer, even fuch things as have
been hid in this Art from the Foundation of the
World, and fpoken that which many of the  Philo-
fophers have not dared to do to their own Chil-
dren for fear of being expofed, I fhall come with
the fame Candidnefs as to Praftice; therefore fhall
ftate this for an infallible Aphorifm, fc. That every
thing generared or begorten, is generated or born of its
own fpecifick Seed, and in its proper Matrix,
The Matrix may in one {enfe be fdid tobe Cor-
poral, as being the Element of Earth § but the Seed

‘in ‘the firft intention of Nature, wholly Spiritual,

being a Subtil, Unéuots, Spermatick vapour, which
never can be multiplied without Attraétion of a
proper Nutriment, which is a living Body, endued
with Prolifick and Multiplicative Power, agreeable
to the intention of the Seed § for in fuch Homoges
neous Principles the Body is not only foftned and
firengthened, {o as to be the true Womb and Ma-
trix, for the bringing forth the moft perfeét Mi-
nerals 5 but alfo the Spirit isfo exalted, as to be a-
ble to propagate and multiply in its own kind. The
difference between the Body and Seed Samdivogiug
hath in his twelve ‘Ireatifes learnedly defcribed,

therefore needle(s here to repeat it.
Again, the Seed muft both by Nature and Art
be placed in its proper Matrix; for by this alone,
gl the
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the Seed is nourifhed through Death and Regeneration
toa form more Noble, according to that undoubted
Truth and Doétrine of our Bleffed Saviour, concern-
inga grain of Wheat, Fob, 12, 24. Verily, verily,
I fay unio you, excepr a Grain of Whear fall in the
ground and die, it abides aleney but if it die, it brings
forth much fruit. ~ So that from hence we may eafily
gather, that nothing can be Animated and born ae
gain, unle(s it firft fuffer Mortification, Putrifaion
and Corruption, by which diffolution and a more fe-
cret and noble change is brought about 3 for the
Central Virtue is thereby extralted and fet at Li-
berty, and is capacitated to become either Spirit or
Body, as the Artift pleafes. Now neither the Ma- J
trix nor Seed can be exalted, without it be frreng- ot lin
thened and affifted by a Salt of its own Nature, funi:
diffolved in a convenient Liquor, that is, its own s
pure vitriolick Salt united with the infericr Waters
and Lunar Sulphur, and then by Art fublimed and fai .

t

it

purified 3 for this is the Watry Leffus, which unites
with the Watry Seminal, whence Vegetation and
Germination come, for it readily unites with and |
firengthens the Seed, by the affiftance of a gentle
Bath, Penetrating, Analizing and Rarifying the fub- "
ftance thereof, that {o the included Spirit may, out
of its fubjet Matter, form a convenient Habitation
and Body for it felf and alfo the Blood 3 for Bafil Va~ |
femine, that learned Philo(opher, plainly fhews you,
That the fixed Blood of the Red Lyom bath its Origi-
#al from the unfixed Blood of the Green Lyon, theres
Jore they are near of Kin.
Hence by the way, it may be obferved, that there |
is 0o vifible or permanent Body before ’tis form'd §
by Artand Nature; and without this Body and true §
Soyl. the feed can never perform its Office in Na- |
tural Propagation and Seminal Multiplication. Hete ]
Bafil is to be underftood. where he fays,. Thar Metals
and Minerals muft be diffolved and reduced again 1o |
their firlt master by Minerals 5 this muft not be out |
of kind, for if fo, you may expeé a’Monfter : For §
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the fubti] Seed will not mix with any thing out of
its own Latitude, that is to be underftood, with
profit to the Artift; for as Bafil faith in his eighth
Key, fpeaking of Putrifaétion, No Metalline é‘qed
can Operate or Augment iv [elf, unlefs ihis Meraliine
Seed by it fBIf anly, without any firange addirion or mix-
sure, be brought o Puirifaltion, that is only by the
Salt and Sulpbur in kind j for Salt prepares the Sul-
phur, and Salt and Sulphur qualifies Mercury, and
form the Body, and bring it alfo to Vegetation, fo
that this Saline Liquor or Medizm is that, by which
the Salt doth by its diffolving and fearching Narure
enter into, and open the moft intricate and inmoft
Recefles of the Seed, and that only as the Humour
or Liquoris by a due degree of Heat rarified and
provoked therennto ; then alfo is the Salt in it at-
tenuated and rendered fic to pafs into, and open the
moft compatted Body of the Seed, there ftirring up
and inciting to vegetation a Spirit of Salt, which is
the like and fame with it felf, which before lay hid
and unaétive,

A Spirit that is at liberty will eafily and quickly
free another Spirit of the fame Nature, that is bound
up and reftrained 5 this is done firfk by reafon of
that A&tivity and Permeability, which the free Spi-
rit is endued with 5 fecondly, by reafon of the Har-
mony, likenefs and love betwixt them ; this Corre-
lation is the caufe that the exteriour free Spirit makes
way info and joyns with that Spirit of Salt includ-
ed in the Seed, and {o doth with more eafe work
upon and excite ity for (as the Proverb hath it )
like will eafily go to like, and their Unity is moft
intimate. Now every Spirit, when loofe and float-
ing in liquid Bodies or Liquers, is at liberty in this
State, and by the Mediation of heat doth (like a
Load<tone ) attraét the Spirit, that is under re-
{traint, opening and diffolving the Body, which
holds it in3 and the reftrained Spirit it felf (like |
afenfible Prifoner ) labours for liberty, con{piring
and firiving to be in action and full Communion

G2 with
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with the other; the free Spirit by this fudden and

fubtil Acceffion, ftill exciting and ftrengthening him,
by this means fo provokes him to Aion, as fire
doth enkindle fire 3 thercfore the body holding, it
muft neceffarily fuffer a change and Labefaltion, and
fo come to be purified by its own included Spirit,
whofle Operation before was obftruéted and kept un-
der, for the included Spirit having acquired liberty,
and a Power to be in aftion from the other, firives
to get out and enlarge it felf, and to that end breaks
and deftroys its firft Body, and produceth another
new one.  So the Spirit of the Salt of the Earth,
when it is diffolved in the immixt Humor of that E-
lement ( for every Sait melts and is diffolved in its
proper Liquor) is then at Liberty; for every Salt
when once diffolved in its own Liquor becomes
aftive 3 hence it is that a Corn of Wheat in whole
Body, asif under lock and key, the Spirit of the ve-
getable Salt is bound up and fetter’d, as foon as it
is caft into the Ground, is by the free Spirit of the
Salt of the Earth penetrated and opened, that the
Salc which lies diffolved or loofe in that Liquor or
immixt Humour, may excite the vegetable Spirit in
the Corn of Wheat to A&ion and Vegetation, which
Spirit being thus fet at Liberty, doth prefently by
the Putrifattion of the Grain of Corn, produce in
the Wheat’s proper Matrix the fubftance of the
Root ( which is a new Body ) by whofe Mediation
and Defecation the Earth muft afterwards ( the Spi-
rit attracting it ) communicate Nutriment to the
Blade and reft of this vegetable, as it grows upand
encrealeth,

Now you muft obferve, That this Salt which con-
duceth to the folution and opening of the Body, is
fometimes weak, fometimes ftrong; if it be weak,
you muft firengthen it with a Salt, that is of the
fame Nature and Property with the Seed, and the
liquor which hath the weak Salt in it, muft be im-
pregnated with it, that the Solution may be more

effe€tual and more convenient for Nature in her .

Operation. Let
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Let us therefore confider the Generation of Wheat
there is in Rain-water a volatile Salt, by which So-
lution is made in the Earth, but when that Salt by
realon of the Earth’s over-drynefs, is not [ufficient
to caufe a perfeétion and fruitful Solution of the Seed.-
corn, then doth the Husband-man ftrengthen and
manure his Ground with _Muck and Dung, in which
there is a Salt of the fame Nature with the Seed g
for Muck is made of Straw, and Straw grows out of
the Seed, fo that when the Rain defcends and mixes
it felf with the Compoft or Mold, there proceeds
from the Muck and Ground a nitrous Sulphureous
Salt, which the immixt Humour of the Earth im-
bibes or takes in, and being firengthen’d by it, o-
pens the moft compaéted and firmeft Seed, whence
comes a fruitful and joyful Harveft. Therefore thou
that defireft to be a Dilciple of Nature, and fee the
fecrets thereof, open thy Eyes at what Cleidophorus
delivers.

Now [ceing that the {feminal vertue lurks in the
moft intimate receffes of the Seed, and confifts in a
moft fubtil proportion of the Snlphureous Salt, it is
moft clear, that it cannot be exalted and multiplied,
but in an Humour that is moft eminently fubtil and
pure; but becaufe the Seed fown doth not at the
firft, or prefently, take in that fubtil Humour out of
thofe places, which fupplysit with nutriment: There-
fore Nature doth before all things take care, firft to
provide and form thefe Veflels, in which that Hu-
mour taken afterwards out of the Elements is di-
geftedfand rarified, and moft accurately purged,
that out of the whole Body, when formed and per-
fefted, fhe may contribute her utmoft for produ-
cing that pure feminal Effence, which is the Confer-
vation and Multiplication of that Species, which
yields it or brings it forth; for which very reafon
provident Nature doth, by the intervening of Pu-
trifattion out of the Seed of the Herb, form firft
the Root ( which we muft alfo do, which Root be-
ing formed, you will underftand what Laton is) and

C 3 aftep
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afterwards fhe doth fhoot forth the blade, dividing
it in the growth into {everal Setions or Joynts, that -
the Humour taken out of Soyl, in which the Seed is =
fown, may at firft in the Root, and afterwards in "
the Body of the Herb, when grown up and flourifh- §°

ed, be the more and more digefted, like asthe Blood IE i
in Man’s Body by the Pulfe and Aéion of Circulati- §*
on ; for that Nature drives the feminal vertue thro® J%

all the veflcls and joints from the very Root, to the
uppermoft top Branches, wherein a Matrix is form-
ed on purpofe for the Reception of this feminal Mat. -
ter and moft perfeét Seed, fit for the Generation ¥
of the fame Species 5 the like doth the Artift.
Obferve, when the Seed is thus formed it doth !
cottie to maturity by affiftance of the Sun’s heat, §%=
being ripe is gathered ; but it happens often, and
this you are concerned to know, that though Na- §#*
ture forms always thefe Veflels and Vebionla of the 112*‘"
feminal Progreflion, vet thofe Bodies, which dre
thus furnithed, do not always yield Seed: And this
comes to pafs, becaule in thofe Bodies; the Pores,
throngh which the Spermatick vertue fhould be pro- §&
moted and driven into the Superficies and upper I
Lo
i

part, are ( before the Seed is ftirred or can be pro-
duced ) fropt up by external Cold, or elfe by the
predominant vertue of the innate fixed Salts s nay §¥!
fometimes by volatile coagulating ones, which fo ;
bind up and obfirué the Secds motion, that it either §¥°
cannot come to any effeftual Maturity and Perfefti- . /“i
on, or elfe is wholly f{oppreft or fhut up: For ex-
ample, the Orange and Limon Trees do manifeftly
grow in this Climate, but the Region is too cold,
and that in a double fenfe to yield their Fruit, as
they do in' Jtaly, where the Sun by its warmth ex-
cites, and where the Soyl allo is more naturally
warm and agreeable to bring them to their Perfe-
&tion 5 the like may be underftood in the Metallick
Kingdom, for altho’ here is the Seed of Metals in
abundance, as Lead, Tin, Tron, &c. yet the Cli-
thate is not hot enough to bring it to Perfe€tion or
; Emition
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Emition of Seed 3 this you may conceive by Gold
and Silver when its comes to our hands, for it can
make no Emition of the included Seed, becaufe their
Pores are by the vigor and excellency of the Innate
fixed Salts and Sulphur fo bound and fhut up, that
they are wholly reftrained from effufion of Secd 3
for the feminal virtue in them is not at liberty to act
and come forth.

For which reafon the Philofophers, who knew this,
were willing to affift Nature, and did with moft hap-
py fuccels reduce Gold and the orher Metals into
their firft Matter, as hath been plainly fhewn before,
that by this courfe they might open the Pores,
which by the fuper-eminent vigour and firength of
the innate fixed Salt, were fhut and lock’d up, and
fo bring the Metal to that pafs and condition, in
which they might with 2 marvelpus encreafe to their
great benefit, yield Seed and Propagate, as our Phi-
lofophick Gold, Silver and Mercury doth, which
will afterwards exalt the vulgar Sol and Lyze to that
ftate, as to excel their own Virtues a thoufand de-
greess and this no other way than the Orange
Trees are in many parts cherifhed by an Artificial
and external heat, which makes them not only put
forth, but alfo bring their Fruit to maturity. The
like do we in our work, he that hath an underftand-
ing Heart, let him conceive what Cleidophorys faith
for his information,

The Humour or Liquor which frves for Putrifa-
&ion muft be proportionable to that body, which
is to be putrified, both for Quantity and Receptivity 3
the Humour is then proportionated for quantity,
when {o much of the Humour is taken in by the Bo-
dy, as is fufficient for its Subtilization 3 it is propor-
tioned for its Receptivity or manner of Reception,
when the Humour is not fuddenly and at once, but
gently and by degrees, or by litgtle and little taken
in, and drunk up by the body and feed ; for a {ud-
den Imbibition of the Humour cannot {o conveni-
ently vivify the Seed, but caufeth by its fudden and

C4 unequal
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nnequal Penetration, that fome part of the Body op
Seed is infufficiently open’d or diffolved s hence it W
happens that Darnel doth fometimes come up in- 3§
ftead of Corn, therefore the Phiiofophers advife the
Sons of this Science to irrigate or moiften our Earth §
by Jong delay, and frequent wearifome Attraétion.

The heat which promotes this Putrifaétion, muft
be fo mild and temperate, that the Liguor in which §
the refolved Salt lieth, may remain fill in and about
the matter, and not be laved or cvaporated fiom it, §
and that for thefe two principal reafons Firft, be- &
caufe the Body putrified muft receive life in this Li [
quor ; Secondly, becaufe fuch a gentle heat diffolves §
the Salt in the Liquor without violence, and difperf-
eth it into the matter after a narural manner, that 3
the Body may more commodioufly putrify ; but if §
the Liquor were agitated by an exceffive burning 3
heat, the matter in it would be deftroyed or {poiled, 3
fo that it could never be animated, nor receive fuch
a Putrifaction, as is convenient for ity fo that in

this cafe, there would be no true Birth produced. i,

Liften if you intend to obtain the true Medicine.
The Body purrifying muft not be removed out of §

that Matrix, in which the Putrifation was begun, St

until that which is intended be fully perfeéted 3§
therefore do the Philofophers fay, one Veflel, one §
Matter, and ane fucceffive difpofition to the White
and to the Red 3 ( but here is lomething in this very

My fterious ) but candid Sandivogius alloweth two,
which point we fhall clear up hereafter,
But the Reafons why the firft Veffel is not to be

broke are thefe: If you fow a grain of Corn in the

Earth, you muft let it remain until the Harveft Bk

comes, and the more pure the Matrix is, the thin :
generated is by fo much the more perfeét and found,
becaufe a pure Matrix yields pure Fruit, which is du-
rable, but an impure Matrix, Impure, Imperfeét
and Frail, whence comes fhortnefs of Life. There-
fore you muft affift Nature, by purifying the two
inferior Elements of Earth and Water, which be-

ing
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ing purified, will prepare the Sulphureous Earth to
admit of fome fiery vertue from the Central Sperm
into the Water, by which the Seed will be purified
by the natural Union; if thou proceed thus, then art
thou in a good way to obtain thy defired perfeétion,
for all impurities of the Matrix are to be removed,
firft by Art, and then by Nature ; for fhe obferves
the Separation of Impurities, fc. the fubtil from the
grofs, but for the removing of any wca)gnrfs_Naturc
requires help, which muft be done by a jud iciots and
Dilcerning Difciple, for thefe impurities being once
excluded, Generation proceeds more freely; for
Earthly incumbrances are to be removed by Manual
Operation, as Evulfion or Ejcétion, the Spiritual by
Nature : We have a demonftration of this in the
Art of Tillage, or Husbandry, where the infirm
Salt of the Earth is by the' Sulphurous, Fat Salt of
the dung affifted and firengthened ; but the Stones
and Thiftles, which feparate from the Matrix and
hinder its Fertility by their weighty incumbrance,
are by hand-work caft out, and the Field drefled,
that it may become fruitfuly for which end all
Weeds are allo pluck'd up. The fame method mufk
the Difciple of Nature obferve in preparing the fe-
cret Magiftery, for his Earth or Field is firft made
open and fit by Calcination, and then enriched with
his Mercurial Power, and fortified with a Salt
and Sulphur in kind, which again prepares the
Seed to be caft into its own Matrix, by which ‘tis
vivified and multiplied in order to bring forth more
noble Fruit; for that Matrix is only convenient,
which is adapted to Generation, and permits an ea-
fy enfrance to the Seed, that is to fay, to receive
It With eafe, that it is not hindred by its hardnefs to
the entrance of the Seed ; for if the Matrix is grown
callous er hard or impenetrable, the Seed never
frecly enters, therefore ’tis our ATt to keep it open
and render it porous, and that by frequent Agita-
tions, that it may be fitted for the Conception of
the Seed. For as ‘in the - forecited Husband-man,

he
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he Plows, Mattocks, Harrows, to bring his Earth ‘ o

unto a foftnefs, that fo it may eafily take in his A

Seed, and bring it to perfeétion 3 thefe things thou b )

muft obferve, if thou defireft to come to the Secret,
praying to God for a right ufe, and wait with pati-
ence, as the Husbandman doth, and then without 3
doubt God will favour thy righteous attempts, and §
give that into thy Poflefhon, which will fatisfy all §
the longings of thy Heart. 3

But out of that Body which iseither corrupted or 3
defiroyed by ftrange or extraneous Natures, OFJ
whof Spermatick Vefiels are by fome violence maim- §
ed or eut off, no Seed can be had ; for it will be ve- '

7y vain, and an unprefitable attempt for any to hope i

for Iffue, or an healthful Seed by a Man, whofe Body
and radical Balfom is depraved or dryed up by ex=
cefs of Aromatick Wines, or hot Waters, or by ¥
fome contageous incurable Difeafe, Eunuchs, becaufe
their Genitals are cut off, can’t propagate their own 3
Species 5 therefore 1 fay, it isa fraitles Search, to'
look for that in a dry Tree and lopp’d off Branches,
which never can be found, but in that green and Ji-
ving power of Mercury's Triune Oifice. Farther-§
more, the Body which is preferv’d or foftained b
oné fimple kind of Nutriment, is far more perfeét
and durable, yielding more {ound and prolifick Seed, 4%
than that which is nourifhed with different kinds off
Nutriment, as to what concerns our Work ; forl
you have often heard, the nearer any thing is to
Uaity, fo much the more durable it is 3 for in Lnity
ihere is no divifion or difcord, which is the caule of
Corruption, and where no Corruption is, thers i§
a permanent Integrity and Confervation thereofgs
that which is neareft to Unity muft needs keep bettery§
and endure longer than that which is remote from®
it 3 becaufe there is in one, lefs difcord, and more il
the others fo there can be nothing, that can givel
this durability to the Seed, fo as to yield perfeét andd
permanent Fruit, but this Univerfal Spirit, the firfs
Aétor in all Generation, which comes from Unity,§
paffing
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paffing thro’ the Elements into Difcord, thro® Difcord
returns to Unity again, which that you mav the bet-
ter Underftand, we fhall particularly handle Mereu-
ry’s Trsune Office, as we fhall proceed in the follow-
ing Treatile, |

Obferve, Thatunder this Head of Agriculture the
whole work, with all its patticular Modes for Nou-
rifhment and Exaltation may be delivered 3 toras I
have fhewn in my Hifforia Nova de Thefuuro Brivan-
niz, this is a moft excellent way of writing, ‘the
work being for the greateft part purely Natural,doth
Symbolize and Agree with what fhe yearly performs
in the great World, God’s works being uniform,
therefore I fhall give youa (hort review 3 for asthe
Husbandman doth burn up Brambles, Thotnes and
Briers, nay in fome parts of Exgland they dig up the
pit of the Earth, and burn it to manure the other
part, for Salts arejby experience found to be of a won.
derful attrative Nature, and powerful in fortifying
Seed 3 and as Stones are taken out, the Clod’s broken
and often harrowed to make it finey fo doth Art in
our Work, make our Earth as fine, even as flower ;
and as Nature fortifies the Earth by the Univerfal
Spirit in the Rains, Dewsand Airy Life, fo in Art
by the unétuous Vapour of Mereuryy and as in Na-
ture the Husbandman manures his Ground with Muck
and Straw, which is of the fame Nature with the
Seed, fo doth Art by the Sat and Sulpbur of the
Earth and inferiour Waters, which is one in kind 3
and 2s the Seed when ripe is gather’d in the Ear,
growing at the: very {ummities of the Stalk, the
like in Art § for Mercury, being ripe is taken from her
fuperior Habitation,

€HAP
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CHAR VL

A Theophyfical Inveftigation concerning the
Elixir, that being the Houfe and Habita-
tion of Mercury, &

He Elixir is our fecond Menfiruum or Fire, as |
Acerum is the firft, and therefore doth it  con-:
fritute a fecond part in the Work; ’tis two things}
of one Nature, for the Seed is diffolved by Sperm:
alone 3 in this diffolution it appears in the form of
a ponderous Mineral Water, a Chaos, and therefore
do the Philofophers fay Elixis is Water, and for this}
reafon the Elixir doth reign all the time of the rei-8
terated Diffolutions ; that is, from the Conjunétion’)
of the two Sperms to the perfeét Calcination of thell
body, the whole time of the flight of the Eagles
and here Mercury hath its Habitation and dwelling$
place, he being born out of the Chaos, when the was$§
ters were {eparated from the waters, and .is by Na-i
ture diftill’d into the Centre of the Earth ; for as
Sandivogius fays, The four Elements in the firft Operas
vion of Nature do, by the kelp of the Archeus of Na=
ture, diftil into the Centre of she Earth a ponderous o
beauy Vapour of Water, which is tke Seed of Metalsy§
and is call'd Mercury, by reafon of its Fluxibility, and
its Conjunétion with every thing,nor for its Effence 5 and
for irs invernal Hear tis likened vo Sulpbur, and aften
Congealation becomes the Radical Moifture, And all
though the body of Metals be procreated of Mercury
( which is to be underftood of the Mercury of Philofos
phers ) yet they are not to be bearkened to, that think rkeg
vulgar Mercury is the Seed of Metals, and fo take thes
Body inflead of the Seed. Now though he be diftill'd
Into the Centre of the Earth, yet doth he afcend a=8
gain
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gain to Heaven upon the Wings of the Spirit, and
fo partakes of both Natures, and fhews his Trivae
Office, which his Hieroglyphick doth point forth,
for his Body is Hermaphroditical, but his Ceducear
Rodis Male and Female 3 For by the Female be aftends
vo the Cours of Heaven, and by the Male he defeends to
she Centre of the Earth, and by this fame Power, be
draws Souls out of FHell, makes all eyes yield 1o fleep, as
Virgil writes of bim,, By Hell is meant, out of the
Philofopher’s Centre, and by Heaven their Superi-
or Waters; as he is God’s Vice-Gerent and Nature’s
eldeft Son, he aéts mofk powerful in the Mineral
Kingdom: For inftance, Aelmont tells you, that the
Earth is only a Matrix for Generation, and that ’tis
not in the leaft tranfmuted, but remains the fame in
Pondus, as he gives you an Example in a Tree,
which encreafed from a very fmall one to a great
one, endeavouring to prove that by Wates only ve-
getables receive their growth and encreafe 5 *tis true
this Dottrine in the common Produétion of things
carrieth with it fome {miles of Truth, but in this
Mineral Work the matter is clear otherwife, for the
Earth doth here not only encreafe in weight, but al-
fo in vertue ; for as Sandivogius faith in his Treatife
of the three Principles of all things, where he {hews
the aétion of Body, Soul and Spirit, that the Spiris
augments the quantity of the Bodg, but the Fire augments
the verue thereof, but becaufe there is more of the Spi-
7e¢ it sweight than is of the Fire, the Spirir is raifed,
and oppre(feth the Fire, and draws it 1o i3 Flfs and fo
every one of them encreafesh in wertue, and the Earth
which is the middle beswis them, encreaferh in weight,
A4y alfo in verne 5 for from a fimple Earth “tis
brought to a noble and fufible Salt, which by Aree-
phiusis calld 5l Albroe, the beft and nobleft of all
Salts; for the Seminal Leffas of the Earth unites
with the $eminal Vitality of the Water, from whence
comes the Vegetation, Multiplication and Exaltati-
on ; for in the Univerfal Spirit is the Multiplicative
Power of all things, as bath been often hinted and

candidly
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candidly deliver'd, and that Metals are generated

out of a Body Spiritual and Spirit Corporal ; from
thefe two kinds of Salts all things in the Maero and

Microcofm are generated, as the Mauritanian Phisui

lofopher truly fays, and my Opinion is, that it is am
excellent and elaborated picce, if you will but take
the word Man for Microcofn, which indeed is the
foundation of our Seed 3 whether the fault lies in the
Tranflator, or a willful weil of ¢he Author, I fhall
here omit.

Thele two Salts are plainly intimated by Sandivo=-F
gius, where he fays, you muft mix the rwo Waters to=
gezher, that isto fay, the Ceeleftial and Terreftrial3

for altho’ the Golden Seed is in the Earth, the LusgDiy

nar is in the Air, and fhe is the radical Moyftur
of Metals § thersfore Philofophers f(ay, that Mine=
rals have their Roots in the Air, and their Heads]
and Tops in the Earth: But {eeing thefe truths are]
Myfterions and Profound, and far above common
reach, many will not be convinced without figns and|
wonders 3 and no wonder, f{ecing they demanded)
this of Chrift, the Author and Fouadation of o
Salvation 3 but he anfwered them, none fhould b
given but that of Foras, who was three days an
three nights in the Whale’s Belly, {o fhould ‘the Soi
of Man be three nights and three days in the hear
of the Earth, before his Glorious Refurreétion. 5@
with divige fubmiffion to that holy Reftorer, T will
aafwer, in the reftoration of Nature, this is as figs
nificant a fign as any ¢ and they that will mot b
lieve this, thall have no other given them in thi
Book, Tor as thy Mercury floweth from the Ocea
of Mature’s Catholick Spirit, it muft contain an uais
verfal and unfpecifick Nature, and fuch degrees of
purity, as to be able to defcend into the Centre of
the Earth, and there to kill and putrify the firfiP

{permy Matter (and Thee alfo toall vainnotions il
Philofophy ) and after death afcend again on theiy, /-

Water ( and ‘make thee alive in the decp fenfe '@

Nature’s Myfterious Operations ) and finally i"h,
the
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the Air, getting 2 more Immortal and Celeftial
Body; which right proceedings will not only con-
firm thee, that thou art wpon a right foundation,
but alfo will open the pleafant fountains of Nature,
and fhew her Myfterious Operations, and interpret
thofe irrevocable Laws, which are written on fine
leaves of Silver, in Capital Letters of Gold, the
Preface to them is, @hat fhe alone, in fecondarp
Taufes, 15 the only, true, Wmberlal Fountain any
Decan, whence all the true natural Wifdom is ob-
taineds and he that doth not believe thefe figns,
let him {uffer defervedly for his unbelief. for that
he hath in his Mouth ftill the tafte of the firft fruits
of Difobedience and Unbelief, that ancient mon-
ftrous fin, a luft to the Carnalities of Elementary
Corruptions, efteeming the vain gloffes of notional
Philofophy, beyond the fubftantial Glory of the
true Light, and beauty of Nature, in her univer-
fal outgoings and aftion of Vivification 3 and that
they do not confider her asthey ought to do, nor
Mercury the univerfal, moft univerfal of all Nature’s
Children ; for he ties and unites the Raies of the
Sun and Moon together, and brings the Queen
thofe 'Garments which Phildletbes {peaks of in his
Chymical Foumain, which are fo charming and beau-
tiful, that no man can believe it without a fight
thereof.

Let it fuffice, that this Book is written from an
Hypotbefis, as ancient as the World it felf, in that
1 refer you to thofe Golden Leaves, contained in
this univerfal Book of Nature, and learn from thence
her $piritual Operations and to underftand the
Wifdom, that reveals the Myfteries of this univer-
fal Office of Mercury; for as 1 have often thought
and fometimes (aid, by the knowledge of the two
Fouatains, all “things requifit for Man's Happinefsin
this World, and that which isto come, may be un-
derftood ; for from the natural, the things of Na-
ture, and from the divine, the divine Myfteries are
conceived, for that it isof an informing and teach-

ing
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ing vertue, reminding us of our Duties, and by th
Grace and Favour given, doth allure man to a liviagy
Faith, to walk agreeable to the Power of Religiong
contain’d both in the Law and Gofpel 3 and all Pro=4
feflions and Forms whatfvever are to me, as an§
empry Shell without a Kernel, that deny the dictatesih
of this Divine Spirit 3 for ’tis that by which tru
Wifdom only isobtained, even thar Wifdom that i
to be efteemed before Riches, and Underftanding
fore abundance of hidden Treafure.

But it very often proves to thofe that do feek i
a right, “as it did to Selomon, viz. to bring with §
Riches, Honour and length of Days; for this end
have 1 fo often direéted you to the Fountain it feligg
where you may come to underftand Mereury’s Triunell,
Office, that fo you may come to [ee that Type, ims
planted by God in Nature, even a true Emblem off
the Faavenly Ferufalems and therefore do 1 agaill
and again Invite all fulh, as defire to be Poflc{iors of
this greac Myftery, to prepare themfelves againigy
the day of Mercury, God’s Vice-gerent’s appearancs
who hath in one hand his Snaky Rod, and in the Off
thera Triune Key, which unlocks the Myfteries 08
Acetum, Elixir and Agoth 3 nay, all other necclian
ones, in the mixture of our Seed: As alfo, why
the Seed is caft into fucha difmal, darkfome Cavertig
or Magical Cell, even to hide it from all fuch tha
are not thereunto ordained. So above all thing
’tis highly neceffary to learn Mereury's Office in paR
ticular, and Nature’s in general ; and alfo to knol
her firft mixture inthe Bowels of the Elements, @8
in the. womb of their great Parent, how the Spell
and Seed is there formed, endued with Life, andi§
awaken'd, as to be brought out of Power into Red
A& 5 this hath allways been' the advice of the Big
thers of the R. C. and then there would be mof
Philofophers and fewer Broilers. i

Now as in this work of the Elixir, the principl€
are confuled, a Chaos ; for the Central Waters haws
not a radical Union with the Celeftial, for there 158




(39)

Crude Air or Firmament that divides them, fo that
thou muft firfk learn to take off Mercuyy’s hat, if
thou intends to exalt him from a natural to a Mille-
nary Perfetion, able to redeem the imperfeét plane-
tary forms, that come by Mermrj’s_ depreffion or un-
profitable {hadows , wherewith his pure Spirit is
coyered over.

The praétice of this is candidly fhewn by Philale-
shes, where he faies, Our Artis 1o compound twa Prin=
ciples, ( one in which the Salt, and anotber in which the
Sulpbur of Nature doth abound ) which are not yer pera
fe&, wor yet torally imperfed, end ( by Confequence)
may sberefore (by our Art) be changed or exalted,
which shat ( which is sotally perfe@) camnor-bey and
then by common Mercury 1o extrad not the Pondus, bus
the Caleflial Vertue ot of the compound, which vertue
( being Fermentad ) begets in the common Mercury an
Off-fpring mere noble than it felf, which is owr true Her.
mapbrodite, which will congeal it felf and diffolve the
Bodies. And experience fhews, thatin this work of
the Elixir it doth divide it felf into two principal
parts, viz. Laton and Agorh 3 Laron im the bottom,
and Azotbin the top, and Laton is by 4zosh whiten-
ed, therefore I think it neceflary to treat of thefe
in a Chapter apart, fo fhall here conclude this,

[~} CHAP
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CHAPR Vi o

A Theophyfical Drveftigation comcerning the
Nature and Produfion of Laton.

B
LAroﬁr is produced out of the Elixir, as a Bodylk
out of Water, as being that wherein the cor
poral Impurity is yet contained 3 Laton, fay the Phi
lofophers is Gold, that is, the Philcfophical Goldy§
which muft be redeem’d by Azorh : For the Seed @
Gold doth lie in Gold, although in a clofe compa
¢tion under the firong metallick Folds, which t
Hermaphroditical Mercury, mention'd in the I
Chapter, bath power only to open.

The Poets have alfo given a very clear diftinéli
on concerning the nature and produétion of Latonst
the Fable of her Birth I fhall omit, having dong
that in my dwalfis Chymica Theolog. Poetic. ang
only fhew, that fhe is faid to bean Ifland floating il
the Sea, and hid under Water, and afterward
came fixt and immovable 3 her name imports her Ni
ture, being call’d Latona from Lateo to hide, that 15§
fhe is hidden in the Elixfr, and by the feparation by
fire becomes manifeft. She is faid to be deliver'df.
of two Twins, fc. Diana and Apolio 3 firh of Dimndg
who was as a Midwife to her to bring forth Apo
all which fhadow forth profound Truths, and fhews
that in her Bowels is contained the Solar or Gold
Seed 3 and therefore if ever you expet to fee Apold]
in his Golden Robes befprinkled, it muft be by €
diffelution of this Earth, for ’tis that, which s fab
out by Funo, the Twin Sifter and Wife of Fupit
whom Poets feign he let down in fhewers of G
with a treble Thunderbolt at her feet, theref
the whole bufinefs is, that Laton be fo perfetily
cined, as that it may admit of this Golden Tin¢tun
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for as this Gold is noble, fo isits Mother far more no-
ble,for Sol ofall the natural Forms,hath nothing com-
parable to it for Luftre and Beauty, yet the Mother of
Sol, or Mercury of the Philofophers, that being fuper-
natural, is far more beautiful; for there is no com-
are, the nature of this Mercurial, Sulphureous Light
geing fuch, as to dart into the Ocean of Nature’s Uni-
verfal one; O the fecrets of this Science, that demen-
ftrates the Triune Office of Mercury, and fhews his
noblenefs and unparallel’d vertues, which Centre
in a paradifical Purity: For Mercury may be faid
Fanus like, to have a double face, by one he looks
towards Elementary Corruptions and Generations
within the verge of Elements, he being the life 'and
Death of every thing natural 5 by the other he looks
Eternity-ward, for the fire or breath of his month
reprefents the fire of the general Conflagratios,
when the very Elements fhall melt for fervent heat,
and a new Heaven and new Earth Philofophical fhall
be created.
The central heart of Mercury is alfo endued with

‘adouble Effence, one Immutable, the other Multi-

plicative, all by the vertue of Lights the motion
of which is the higheft fire in the World, and-
will fuffer by the re-ation of no contrary thing 3
for this Laron or Gold, redeemed by this Mer-~
curial fire is melted opened and calcined, and .in
foch a way as the common fire can never perform,
and therefore receives a more high and noble puri-
fication, and in fome fence demonftrates immorta-
lity, nay common: Gold it felf thews much of the
verity of this thing, and that ’tis endued with e-
qual dominion of pure Elements, not fo much in
quantity as in quality ; therefore is it a perfeét
Birth of Nature by a united Specification, whercfore
it bears all the ficry Examens, butalas in its higheft
perfetion tis but a fignature of the Sun, and differs
as much from the fulinefs, as a fhadow doth from
the fubftance.

D2 Now
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Now the fullnefs of its vertue remains in that e,
general Miners, where Mercury is refident in his fum:
Triune Office, from whence not only S0/ and Lumeu'viz
are formed g but alfo the moft noble and chaft virs
gin Diana is beautified with the circles of Light, all
which {pring from the Elixir, as will be hereafte
fhewn. For the incorruptible Elements get domi
nien over the corruptible, whence is produced
moft perfe&t Birth, (and next to the Soul of Man
which being artificially exalted to a Light, you ma
thereby difcern many Myfterious Seals, which th
Eternal God ftamped in the Light, as before hinted
inthe firft fignature of thingss for by the way,
wonld have you to obferve, that the univzrfzl g
net contains all the vertues of the inferior ones,
they fpring and arife from tke primitive root
univerfality, and have pals'd Salmacis's Founts
having there effeminated themfelves in the firft ras
dical Moyfture, and being thus exalted tq its beaus
tiful form, itis a Gewws rather than a Species, ang
as before hinted, the moft univerfal that hath beef
or ever fhall be in the aétion of vivification. ‘

For fuch like reafons as thefe it was, that thofe
quifitive after Nature and her Secrets, became {0
profoundly Wife, even by their infpeétion into this
Ens, and were enabled to defcribe the Nature of Tn'
dividual Species from the original Head-fpring, withs
out the help of Books; for faith Sandivogius, He
that is in the Centre is able to write many Books, be
caufe things are plain and feafable to be underfto
for there the Revolutions, Durations and Muta
ons of all the Spheres is plainly to be feen, i
what will be their eternal change from Elemen
ry Corruoption., So that when thou comes to feell
WNature unvailed, and the body of Laron radicallyl
diffolved, thou wilt find nothing more clear and cansi
did than what I have here written, for I have thewnilis,
the union of the Earth and Water, and of its ma=
king one Globe, and how the Earth is in the Watery
and the fire in the Air, which is the life and a&ivity

of |
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of the wholes for Latom muft be regenerated by
Azoth, if ever you defire to fee him in his beautiful

Garmeats, and that the Reader may better under-

fand what this Mercury that fo often dies and re-

{%emms himfelf is, I will give fome fhort hints of
is Office in the Work.

He is that firft aftive Power that excites the
Sperm to Motion, and information of the Body and
Exaltation s he is the fole drudge, for he plows the
Earth, and beats the Water with his Breaft, and
firikes the azure Skies with his .Rod; he is here a
Body, and there a Spirit, and in his Triune Power
becomes victorious over all the Elements, and that
in a triumphant manner, communicating of his li-
ving vertues to the more imperfect and decaying
Spectes, and giving the Homogeneous more living
and dorable Qualities, This the Divine Hermes,
who is called the Father of the Philofophers knew
right well, for in his Smgragdive Table he faith,

at the Father of i is the Sum, and the Mogn the
Mothker, and the Wind or Air carries it in its Belly 5
to the Truth of which all true Philofophers have,
as with one mouth, born a faithful Teftimony, figu-
ring out the fame as with the moft artificial Pen-
cil, which I from my experience have methodically
colle€ted and digefied ; therefore I fuppofe, thou
mayeft never expeét to have this Art more plainly
open’d, than what I have done in this Book, until
the fullnefs of timé come, that the fecrets of all thefe
Myfteries fhall be made manifeft, therefore if thou
doft not underftand me, never expeét to obtain it
from Authors, feeing that in many of their Writ-
ings are contained fuch Myfterious Knots, that a
Tyro can never untie without he comes to that
ffill Silence which Hermes {peaks of, which opens
the intelle€tual Springs, and if thou art thereunto
ordained, will fhew thee the budding of Mercury's
Caduce, as it were in thy hand, like that of daron’s:
For 11l affure thee, that in thefe Natural Myfteries,
Matters unpremeditated flow to me for thy Benefit,
EXN in

2
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in this Writing; yet I am forced to cloath it in .
that decency which becomes a Philofopher, Ileaft e
I fhould tranfgrefs that Divine Precept, where it (s
is commanded, Thou fbalt not give the Childrens bread i
to Dogs, as well knowing, that 'tis the gift of God, §°°
as allo that tis his free gift, and therefore he will§"..
be the fole Difpenfer of it according to his Al-gE "
mighty Pleafure until the fullnefs of time. |
This Body of Laron being known and prepared, §"
muft be redeem'd from all earthly Corruption g g
for as there is a Reftoration for Man by the Vers
tue and Efficacy of the well beloved Son of God
according to thofe Conditions and Divine Preceptsy
laid down in Scripture 5 fo there is the like promifer
for Nature in general, that we equally look for af
new Heaven and a new Earth, and a Spiritual Fe=
rifalem, which fhall be adorned with all the Glo-
ries of God 3 for all vifibles we now fee muft pafs "
away, and then will be feen what now is invifible, g ' »
which hath been hid from the generality of Man-g#™
kind, ever fince the foundation of the World, whichi#®'
is the converting of a Quadrant into a-Circle ; an i
enjoyment of the Fifth Monarchy of Nature, which§ o
is poflcffed by the way of Love, it being a Trinity"x it
in Unity, aud Unity in Trinity : For the true know-f i
bedge of Mercury’s Triune Power will hew man theg %!
true Emblem of the Gdrden of Eden, the Paradifell® ;
of God, about which there is to this day fuch Ay
clathing among the feeming Learned, where itHf iz
fhould be, whether upon the vifible Earth or notj 8 1
which that it is, fome have granted for certainy i &1
but withal allow it to be an Embarafment to find,
being by Divine Auchority guarded by the Che-Ml
rub. But ac the beft, thefe are but Carnal Rea-+ }
fonings, for they will not conceive this Flaming J§ i
Sword to be Death, and the feparation of the Ele- 8§ -
mentary Cerruptions ; a Type of which is plainly S ¥
feen in Nature, which they know nothing of, and 3§ i
therefore do imagine the Glories of God not to be

|
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as they are, without they were comprehenfive and
yifible to them.

And therefore I will define Paradife, to be a pure
Caleftial Vertue, implanted by ‘God in Nature,
and hath its Refidence in the Centre of this Uni-
verfal Sperm, and remains there as the Conferva-
tor of Life and durability 3 to this great Truth do
all the true Chymical Philofopbers, as with one
voice confent ; So with divine fubmiffion to that E-
ternal Being, which created Man, and placed him
in the Garden of Eden or Paradife, a place of plea-
fure and defight, 'l define the Celeftial Paradife
to be in the Centre of the Calettial Orbs, and
ftands in Harmony with the Sun, making but one
Sphere with it ; and this my Opinion is grounded
from the words of the Apoftle Paul, where he (peaks
of his Divine Trance, {aying, I kvew 4 Man in Chrift
above 14 years ago ( whether in the Body, I canmot
vell, or whether out of the Body, I cannot tell, God
knoweth ) fuch an one caughs up 1o the shird Heavens s
and in the two following verfes repeating the fame
words, he adds, that he was taken up into Paradife,
and beard unfpeakable words, not lawful for Man to ut-
tery fo that confequently the third Heavens is Pa-
radife, and contains fuch Myfteries, as man in the
fall'n ftate thall never fully comprehend, untill he
return by the work of Regeneration. But while
man is an Alien to this Spiritual Country, he is
link’d and chain'd faft to the forbidden Fruit, that
Tree of knowledge of Good and Evil, which feeds
the fenfua! and earthly Nature ; fo that he neither
can nor muft eat of the Tree of Life, until he re-
turn to that ose living Faith and know the Rock
of it, even Chrift, who in all ages is the ftay and
foundation of his Church. Here Miracles are not
ceafed, for the Spiritual Eye is open’d to fee from
whence they are fall’'n, in order that they may re-
turn again, by paffing through the Flaming Sword
of the Cherub, and knowing the Water of Rege-
neration, which gives admittance to the Tree of

D 4 Life,
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Life, which ftands in the midft of the Paradife of
God, whole leaves are for the healing of the Na-
tions freely, without money or price, ,
I have a Magazine of fuch like Secrets as thefe

to write, and more efpecially concerning the Seeds Y

of Elements, and that pure Type which is to be |
raifed out of thefe Corporal Elements by the grand
Tyrant of the Earth, as well as the Fire of Confl-|
gration for as there is a_particular, fo is there a (k.
general purification, by Water and Spirit, and then |

by Fire. But what fhall I fay, fhould T even fpend
and be fpent to invite, I am fatisfied *twould not a- °F
vail while the Man of Sin thus remains; for Wif-
dom hath been tender’d to all, and the Porch of her
Temple flands allways open by Night and by day, 'k,
and her Minifters inviting thee to enter; O Man | i
who ever thou art, for her Call is to all the Inhabi- i
tants of the Earth ; but Solomon teftifies that alltho' i
the thus fpeaks, yet few are they that regard her
Call; and altho’ I fay by her, as ‘twas faid by the
Spoufe in the Canticles, altho® fhe is black, yet is
fhe comely 3 and King Solomon compares her to all ¢
the Glories that this World affords, the better to 3
make her received, yet was fhe defpifed 5 the more’s
the pitty, and remains the ame to this day. 4
Now feeing this Art carries fo many Myfteries §
with it, we ought therefore in all humility to labour |
to prepare our felves, o as to know the hour when i
the Lord’s Call fhiall be, and with the five wife Vir- ¥
gins to have Oyl in our Lamps, that when the Bride- i
groom Calls we may be admitted. i
It is good at all times to be zealoufly affeéted, &
according to the meafure of knowledge received, and &
then it is upon a good ground to be hoped, tho' we i
may not be fo rightly inform’d, as we fhould, that it il
will be accepted: This was the cafe of Sau/, who for i
his Zeal was converted to Paul, tho’at the fame time 4
he had the Writ of Perfecution -about him, yet he &
was made an Apoftle of Jefus Chrift; for that God,
who knows the hearts of all, told him, he had made
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him a chofen Veffel, and could in that very minute
have fhewed him all that was neceffary for his Con-
verfion, if it had ftood good with his Divine Plea-
fure 3 but he was order'd or fent to Means. fc. to go
intothe City to Amanias, and there to be told what
hefhould do. From hence I have learn’d thus much,
that °tis very profitable for information, to follow
the ordained Means, which is diligent Study and
continual Labours, for I am very apt to think that
the Almighty hath given opportunity to many, but
they have willfully negleéted it.

And as nomortal Man knows the Councel and
Decrees of the Allmighty, fo none dare open the
Flood-gates of thefe Myfteries more fully, than he
finds himfelf Commiffioned, and hath peace in his
Confcience for fo doing 3 but T have a fecret faith,
that the day is even at the door, that fhall reveal
and bring to light hidden things, even thofe of the
greateft concern for Man’s temporal and eternal Well-
fare. But, defigning, if God permit, to write more
fully of thefe Myfteries, I fhall omit them here, or
any further difcourfe of Laten, and fo conclude.

CHAP
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oA VHE

A Theophifical Inveftigation concerning tbﬂL
Rife and Produétion of Azoth. | &
| A&
Zoth hath its Rife and Birth from the Elixir, as |
well as Latony for, as 1 faid before, as the one
inhabits the lower part, o doth the other the up
per: This truth is coofirmed by Count Trevifwigh
who faich, That Azoth is drawn our of the Elixir af§
0y} out of Water, and is hot and moift 5 and Fhilalesy
thes in his Expofition on Kipley likewife thus: Thel
Elixir is divided ivto a more fubtil part which is calle
Azoth, a1d the groffer pare is called Laton, which is
Azoth wafhied and whitened. In Rebis the Matters
confufed, in Elixir they are divided, and in Azoth theyd
are conjayned with an infeparable Union. -
This is that Menftruum they fo much do magnify
faying, That Azoth or Fire is fufficient for thee, &
the middle or end. tho’ not at the beginning ; andj
Bafil Valemine in his Manuals, pag. 487. fhews a redsy
fon for it, faying, That this Spirir renevs borh Mek
and Beaflselike the Eagle, cosfumeth whatfoever is ba
and produceth a great age vo long Life s this Spiris
Mercury is the chief Key of all my other Keys, Of
whick I bave written in the beginning thereof, i
7 call come.ye blefed of the Lord, be you anmmointed wi
0yl, and refrefb:d with Water, Embalm your Bodig
that they may not Dutrify, ger a bad fent and flink; fi
th: Heavenly Water is the Beginning, and the Oyl 2
diwm, which doth not burn, becaufe 'tis made out
Spivicual Sulphur, and the Balfom of Salr is Corpored
which is writed with the Water by means of the @
And again pag. 281. Firft know thar no common
gent vive is fit for our ue, but our Argent is made
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the beft Metals by the Spagyrick Art, pure fubril, clear,
[plendenr as a Fountain, 'lm??j})jren'z as Cbri[la.‘, Ti-m'J_—
out any Impuritys of this make a Waser, or incombufti-
ble 0yl, for Mercury was at the firft water as all Thilo-
Jophers agree to this my faying and Dolbrine,

The manner of its Preparation is candidly deli-
verd by Flammel, who above all others hath unti-
ed the knot, and defervedly carries away the Gar-
land; for he faith, when you come to Latow, the
Matter muft be divided into two parts, the one to
wafh and clean(z, the other to be cleanfed and nou-
rithed for Laton muft enter the Nymphs Bath, to
be cleanfed of his Leprofy, and that Infant when
born, muft be indued by the living God with a ve-
getative Soul 5 yet however thele words are Myfte-
rious enough, till praftice demonftrates them : This
truth he himfelf agrees to, {aying, 'tis a fecret, moft
admirably fecret, which for want of underftanding,
bhath made fools of all thofe who have fought with-
out finding it; and hath made every Man wife, that
beholds it with the eye of his Body or of his Spirit.

For in the knowledge of 4z0th the whole Secret
confifts, and as ‘tis cuftomary in the Books of Phi-
lofophers, to make Repetitions, T here again tell
thee, that our three Keys are Acetum, Eiixir and
Azoth 3 and Azorh is, as it were, the fruit of the o-
ther two. Now Acetum is the four juice of Minerals,
fimple and compound; fimple in refpeét to its Ef-
fence, and compound in refpect to the faline and
fulphureous Earth it contains; this goes before in
preparing the Elixir, and out of the Elixir comes
Azoth, fo called for its purity and incorruptibility 3
and becaufe this is the moft fecret and myfterious to
be underftood, I fhall be the more large in my De-
feriptions s for this Fire isa fimple compound, fim-
ple in refpedt to its Heavenly and Spiritual Effence ;
compound in refpet to the manner of its mixcure
and operation through the Elements, fo as to in-
orm Matter with Light, then have you aétive and
Paffive, {uperior and inferior, the true Hermaphro-

ditical
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ditical Mercury, to which all the Philofophers have |
born this Teftimony, There is in Mercury whatever
the wife Men [eck: This is the true Avss Hermetis and |
Mugical Aniaday ox everlafting Spring, that flows to i
the Paradifical world of the Sopki, where Mercury i§ ¢
rightly underftood in his Triune Office, and to have
an Animal, Vegetable and Mineral Life, and yet of }’ l
kin to the moft perfe€t Mettals, for ’tis by this 2= 8
Jone the body is redecmed 3 and to be fhort, this isH
that floating Soul, which hovers up on top of the gty
Mountains, and primitively did build her Neft, asiti
Bafil Valensine fays, in the coldnels of the Snow,
where her Chickens die for cold by the coldnefs of ¥
the Snow, but the Eggs being laid, and incubated 0%
by the old fiery Dragon, or frft Male Sulphur, the ;'
cold Matrice of Mereury is animated with Heat and
Life, and Spiritual Seed, which prepares it as a
fweating Bath for the King. Here you fee theré®
appears fomewhat of diverfity between Laton an
Azoth, the one being hot and dry, the other cold”
and moift ; the one Male, the other Female ; theone
the Body, the other the Soul: So that by confe=Rgs i
quence a Medium muft be found out, partaking of 8z v
both Natures, by which they are reconciled. it

This Medium between the hot and the cold i§ i
Moifture, and that between Body and Soul is Spir
the quinteflence of which is that pure vital Fire, that
contains all the Elements, yet it felf is no Element
Tor as it hath defcended into the Centre,®f t
Earth, and partaken of Purgation, {o hath it aga
aftended into the Air, and holds the Wind in i
Fift, in all to bring about jts Immortality. And il
this produétion it changes it felf into various forms 58
one while ’tis Female, another while Male, and bes
tween both thefe States, Hermaphroditical 3 nay €Sl
types forth many Divine and Supernatural Myfte=
ries, and as the Author of the Cline Bawer [ai€Sy
that great Office of Chrift's Reconciling God with
Man, which perhaps hereafter I may more largely
touch at, but at prefent fhail only fay thus much com
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gerning it, and that without bluthing, That twas by
the knowledge of this Medium, they knew there
fhould be a more Heavenly one, which fhould de-
{cend and be born of a Virgin, fuffer Death and
Martyrdom, and open the Gates of Hell and Death,
and then again aftend into the Bofom of his Father,
and fit at hisright hand,, advocate on Man’s behalf,
and fo have prophefied of his Nativity, fome hun-
dred of years before it was. Read Hermes, the
Cline Bawer, and Sal Lumen, and Spiritus Mundi, e-
fpecially Chapter 2. for thy further fatisfaftion s
that being accurately handled there, T will now come
Eo {peak of its Magnerick Power and Attraétive Of-
ce,

This Spirit is the firft plam and manifeft Effeéls
of Mereury’s Triune Power, being the chief of our
Sophical Fires; for firft, it Magnetically attraéts all
the vertue out of the Earth, and now out of the Sea,
and then out of the Air, but firft forms his Neft
there ; from which Neft you muft take our whiten-
ing Water, yea even the Female Dove with all her
Eggs, which are {even or nine; but be fure you fe-
parate her from her Neft, without deftroying her
Young, for if you do, all your Labour will be in
vain, for the Chicken is nourifhed in its blood, &,

This attive Medium, in its very firft Compofiti-
on, is Pontanus’s Fire, and by thofe Rotations may
be underftood, why “'tis faid, ’tis taken elfewhere
than from the Matter, and that it feparates nothing
from the Matter, but turns the whole into Purity g
but notwithftanding his pretended candidnefs and
pitty to the Searchers, thou canft not underfland
him without a grain of Saltg for here is much of
fubtilty and myftery lock'd up in thefe words, for in
€very operation there are many [fuperfluities fepara-
ted 3 ndy even when Azoth is formed, and comes to
aét upon Laton, it cannot, as Artephius plaigly tells
thee, f:liﬂ‘olve the whole, but what is Homogeneous,
throwing off the Feces, as Nature doth Corrupti-
on out of the ftomach by a voluntary Vomit, And

there-
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therefore you muft not underftand him, as if there
fhould be an union of any other Matter; for this
would contradi¢ct the unanimous Authority of Phia
lofophers, who {ay in one thing alone is truth, and
in plurality vanity. So that it muft be conceived
only in refpeét to place and diverfity of Natures, i,
ripenefs and unripenefs, purity and Czleftial vertue,
and impurity and Corporal Corruption 3 what fhall I
fay, I heartily with, that this my candidnefs may ¥
not deferve the ame Judgments to come upon me,
as upon thofe that diftover the fecrets of the Elyfian
Fieldsy but, O Reader! ’tis for thy benefit, and®
therefore let thy Prayers be for my Prefervation as’
for thy own. and let us not provoke the juft God by
a finful abufe of his fecrets, {
This indeed hacth been the only Gordign knot,
which hath puzled me, in my hard and painful Las &
Jbours for many years, and will for ever puzle all the™s
fond Doters on Alchymy in their various and Hetero-3
geneous Mixtures, and for ever fhall puzle all fuchy§
as are not ordained to this Wifdom, notwithftanding§
our plain Defcription of the Matter, and ModusSp’
thereon 3 and although I am not in full pofleffion¥
of this great Medicine, yet can behold as in a Glafs, ¥
the various Operations, and meafurably defcribe the®
Glory thereof, being well fatisfied that the knows§
Jedge thercof is to be obtained by all that will bel
induftrious, and if they can but once come to under= ¥
ftand and know the dimenfions of our Seed in thed
Chaos, and how to feparate the fame, and to form@
the Femgle Mercury, for thou muit remember, thatl
the Woman was taken as a Rib from the Man; O#f"
muft our Female be taken from the body, and besig -
ing united in the moift Nature, the Female Secd i |
produced, without addition of any thing in thes

World  but only as to diftinétion of Nature, place '\ &

and manner of preparation, for thou muft by the L.
way obferve, that crude Mercury and crade Sulphur
muft from the very beginning be {eparated, one by

Art; the other by Nature 3 the one carrying an hg;
rible |
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rible coagulating Salt with it, the other a wild Sul-
phur or Fume, that burns the flowers of the Seed,
fo that I advife all to beware of crude Airj for when
the Seed is ftirred up by the external Heat, ’twill
caufe horrible Fumes in thy Glafs, and (o break it
I have obferved, that where thefe wrathful princi-
ples remain, if they break not the Veffel, they will
blaft the Seed, as they too often do in the great
World 3 for were it not for the benign Spirit of Na-
ture, that labours with all its mighet to rarify and
difperfe them, they would defiroy Man and Beaft,
therefore may 1 properly call them the principles
of Wrath, which 1 fhall pa by and come to thofe
of Love, which are Laton and Agothy for Laton is
the body of the World, and Azoth the Soul or Mind,
and the Soul muft be reap’d above the Body in the
Mind, as a Czleftial S¢ed, fuperior to Root or Stalk 3
thefe things being obferved in praétice, the Artift
may be fatisfied, that he builds upon the foundation
Rock of Truth, for that in the great World the Of-
fice of the fuperior and ative Elements is to ani-
mate inferior Beings with Light, Heat, Life and li-
ving motion, {o as to caufe vegetation, through the
great Ocean of Nature.

For ’tis plainly fhewn to us by the irrevocable
Law of Creation, that every Seed was firft Spiritu-
al, and had its original ftamp, form and texture in
the Light by the Divine Finger of God, in refpett
to every individual Species, which caufeth them
to this day only to produce their like, as experi-
ence daily confirms. ~This is one of the greateft
Myfteries in Philofophy to be rightly underftood,
nay it launches into many Divine Myfteries, for
here is to be feen the Efficacy of the impreffion gi-
ven by the divine former (as before hinted ) as well
to Cazleftial as Terreftrial Beings, therefore we can-
not, rorindeed ought to fpeak or write of it, but
with aftonifhing Humiliation and Holy Praifes to
that one Triune God, who created this Nature, as
3 Tranfcript or Copy of the Original. y

iy
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But feeing that from the very firft formation o’
the Body, this Work of Purification is carried on,§*
1 fhall quote fome Authorites from the Philofophersg
to fhew how it is effefted, beginning firft with§y
Sandivogius, who tells you, That Sulpbur is detained §¢
in Prifon, and Sak is the Key to the infernal Pri
fon, where Sulphur lies bound 3 [0 as Philadelphiy faiesy
Sakt prepares .S‘u,’;fﬂur, Salt and Sulpbur prepare Mercus
ry, and Mercury muft weigh them in the juft Balwnce off T
Libra. You may remember that Libra is an airgijs,
fign, yet is it pi€tured witha Sword of Juftice imjia
one hand, and the fcales of true Weights in the o}
ther. ‘

The Philofophers having mention’d the Office
of this Saturnal Salt in opening the door of the Pri
fon, where Sulphur lies bound : Come let us now
fee by what aétionit is perform'd, which I tell you
will be no other than that of Animating and Cheriaf
fhing the Seed, until the pure Sprouts, Buds and
Flowers come forth, and after that the weight.
Grain; for do not the Philofophers unanimouflyfi
tell you, that Heaven and Earth muft be united in
the bed of Friendfhip, fo that they may honours
ably reign all their lives; and wherefore elfe (hould
Sandivogius fay, That the Earth is like 4 Spong, was i
wor thar it fbauld drink in the Spermy Aquacity of Mers
cury, and fucther, The Earth is the Reseptacle of all
ahat 15, for their purpofe, becaufe the Mercurial Spir
is counted for Earth till cxaltedy for as Philalethe
fays, In the firft days of ithe Srome, there appears fourd
Elements, of which three are in¢be Mercury fublimed,
and one in Sol, whichis counted all for Earth, vill
be diffolved, and hen it fermemss the Mercury, and
makes the three Qualities of it, which it bath drawify
from tbree fubftances to unite into one Mercury. Sandis
vogius doth alfo allow 4 twofold Mercury, where hej:
fays, Thefirfp Matter of Metals is twofold 5 the firft al
Fumidity mixt with kot Air in form of a fas Wase
adbering to things pure or defiled, and is govern'd by
Mercury in she Dhilofopher’s Sea, by the nfiuence o
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the Sun, Moon and Stars 3 the fecond the dry beat of
she Earth, called Sulpbur or Earth of Sulpbur,whichis
the prime matter, life and virtue of the Salt and Fire
of Nawre and of Metalss the place, cenre and point
45 mot the whole but the 8200th, part of the Seed, and
an wirefoluable fpark of its omm diffoluable body, from
whence arifeth a flame and projifick Power, as Philale-
thes bath it,

Thus we fee that one Author unriddles another 3
nay, they do even by their various expreffions of-
ten unriddle themflves ; and as to the point in hand
Artephins doth wonderfully explain it, where he
fpeaks of the virtue of the Mineral Spirit, faying,
The Spiris is the Mineral Vertue of the two Bodies, and
then he adds, nd of the Waser, which carries the Soul
or white Tinidure spon the Bodies and ows of the Bo-
dies, as the Tinfture of Dyers is carvied by water on
the Cloath. '

But for the Praftice I muft feek yet another in-
terpreter, and here I will bring in the Cline Bawer,
for indeed if T underftand him, he hath fupplyed
.with his candidnefs, as to the practical part, what
others feem to be filent in, where he fays, The Male
Mercury and Female, or the Spiritual Blood of the Red
Lyon mufp be united with the unfixed Blood of the Green
Lyon, and both muft ftand rogetber in a Cellar for a time
without Fire, and’ then will be [een with Admiration,
what the firft Matter of Merals is, viz. Gur, or rather
an oyly unétuous Seed to be fpread like Butter ; and
if T remember him aright, he alfo gives you the Pon-
dus, which is four of the Male to nine of the Female.

Bafil Valentine alfo hints at this Operation where
he faith, The moft precious Water, wherewith the Bride-
groom’s Babel mufd be made, muft be wifely and with
great care prepared of two Fencers, underftand of two
contrary Natures, viz, bot and dvy, cold and moift, tha
one may drive out the other, and gnimate it [0 as to pro-
duce 2 wonderful Medium.

Sandivogius intimates as much, when he fays, Zou
muft feparare the Spirir from the Water, and let it return
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to the Earth, and putrify like a Grain of Wheaty the
Faeces being caft away, you muft bring iv from the deep
again into Water, which wil|" generate a Branch of an
anlike fhape to eitber Parent 5 and altho’, as before

hinted, he doth feem to fpeak of the unlawfulnefs of:

fhewing the way of extralting the Sa} Armoniack or
Mercury of the Philofophers out of their Sea-water 3
yet hath he here candidly given fome general hints
of it, therefore well may his Writings be efteemed
a Rofe, pluck’d out from among the Thorns.

Another anonymous Author fays, The Soul bovers
in the Air and waiss to redeem vhe Body, and to unise
with it, fo as 10 bring it 1o Immortality, alluding va the
Soul of Man : But methinks I hear my Reader to in-
quire, what this Hovering is, to whom I will anfwer,
it may be well underftood by that, which is divinely
deliver’d by Mofes in Genefis, where he faies, The
Spirit of God moved on the face of the Wisers, com=
manding light to come forth, and like a {wift wing-
ed Herald, proclaims its Embaffy, feparating the
diftinét Natures, which lay unfruicfully hidden :in the
Pavilions of Confufion, which was the feparating of
the Waters from the Waters. So the like in the
Philofophers Chaos; for as 1 have already faid, the
Spirit proceeds from Unity, and paffing through the
difcord of Elements comes to Unity again, which is
Azoth, our whitening Water, and is made Perma-
nent only by the aforefaid Medium, which is the
white Wife, Pontanus’s fire, Artephius's middle fube
Rarce, clear like pure Stlver, which ough to receive
the Tindure of the Sun and Moon, his Sfhbarp Vinegar, in
which there is one of Antimony, avotber of Mercury
fublimed, "tis a Cosgulated Mercury, but not fixt, a
Spiritual Body, fluxible in nature of '« Body, yet volge
tle in nature of q Spirity it is the Tyer of the Sun and
Moon rogether,

For Laton being formed, it muft be whiten’d by
Azoth, for the Body doth not Tine, except it be
Tined, becaufe of its thick and corporal Nature,
therefore Philofophers fay, Thar Gold Colours not m{;
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#i) its bidden Spirit be drawn from it, which Sandivrgi-
s, intimates in thefe words: Thereis given to us ome
Metal, which bath power to confume the reft, which be
calls Magnet and Chalybs ;5 but the radical Moyfture of
Sol and Lune withftands it, and is berter'd by ir 5 and
in another place he cautions you, to meddle with no-
thing elfe bur their Salt, which is Mercury, and their
Gold and Silver cover'd over with the Sphere of Saturn.
And drtephins {peaking of this Mercurial Fire, fays,
*Iiis the bidden fecret of the wife Alshymilt, the Philo-
Jopher’s Spirit or Fire, feparated from the Water. and
Blaod 3 for *tis that Mercury already mentioned, which
is drgwn from its red fervamt and wvitriolick Caverns,
wherewith *tis adormed 5 it is the diffolving Water,
the Menftruum in the Sphere of the Moon, that
knows how to calcine Sol, about which Volumns
might be writteny for the Mercury is not congealed
through a watry cold, but through a fiery warmth,
from whence afterwards comes the glafly Sea of the
Wife men, and the firft Candles of Medea’s lighting,
by the light whereof you may underftand the My-
fteries of Nature, and fee how Mars and Venus have
caft their Golden Star into the Sea of Delos, from
whence the Mercury is fo firengthend, as that it will
be able to devour the Companions of Cadmuss fo
that you may difcern by this, how the loweft is
brought higheft, to be firengthen’d by the airy life
of Bodies, and then the higheft will exalt the loweft;
for this Water is of fuch Tranfcendent Brightnefs,
as that “twill blanch Verus into Lune, and all brought
:libout by the twifting and twining of Mercury’s Ca-
uce.

! Bafil Valemvine defcribesit thus: Tis 2 volatile Fire
in form of a Mineral Water, which congeals bis vola-
e Mother, and diffalves bis fixed Fatber, umtil they
became one in Mercury’s Zriune Kirgdom s for Mercury
is help'd by Nature and Art in a way far beyond
her common Procefs, and fo comes readily to mol-
lify the Body, and prepare it for fafion and liquifa-
aktion; nay ’tis the fountain and Balveum Marie, the

E 9 Fire




(58)

Fire againft Nature, becaufe it makes of Gold a meer
Spirit, and diffolves it as naturally as Ice in Warm-
water 3 for that Gold had its Original from it, and
rejoyceth in it, as its like: Nay 'tis the only agent in
the World for our Art, for it reduceth the body,
and canfeth it to putrify in the prefervation of form,
for Gold and Silver only are amended in this Wa-
ter, for Nature rejoyceth in Nature, and fooner ad-
heresto it thanto a contrary: °Tis our moift Fire,
our hidden invifible Fire, and the moft fharp Vine-
gar, of which an ancient Philofopher fays, I befought
the Lord, and ke fbewed me a certain clear Water,
which 1 knew to be the pure Vinegar, altering, piercing
and digefting the body. But withal you muft know by
the way, that ’tis of an oyly Nature, and therefore
hath power to exalt Tinéture,

Thus having now run through the Natures of our
Men(frunms fome and all, in which may be feen the
Nativity, Life, Death, Renovation and Exaltation

of Mercury to an immutable ftate, and that in a |

two-fold Nature ; therefore what appertains to his
Offices, in compleating the grand Medicine, I fhall
here omit, which if 1 {ee convenient may hereafter
pals the Prefs ; this being all that was promifed in the
Title page of this Book, fo that I fhall draw rowards

*a Conclafion, but before T wholly finifh, I fhall, ra-
ther than offend the Procefs-mongers, give one
fhort Procefs containg the whole Work,

The firft Work is to unite the four Elements by the &

Warer, taken our of the beams of the Sun and Moon, and
then 10 feparate the Arfenical Sulpbur and Earthy Faeces,

that the Metatline Sulphur may appear 3 with this and the &

common Moyflure of Metals, you come to the Philofo-

phers Warer or Sophical Fountain, wherein is contained 3

the Five of the three firp Principles, which make after-
wards the Magician’s Sol; Lune and Mercury, that is,
Salt, Sulphur and Mereury, which being once prepared,
we comé to the Sophical Wark, and wheel of the Sophi,
The firft to begin with Amalgamarion, which is Calcinaa
tign 5 for 1l true Philofopbers Caleination is Purrifa=
el
ition
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Gion, and the encreafé of Radical Moyfbure, call’d by the
Sophi rhe firft work s bur indeed tis the fecond, becaufe
they bave bid the Preparation and grofs Conjunétion, and
the next beginning the Principles are feal’d up in a Glafs,
ard as it fofrens is calld Diffolution s for the bard is
made [oft, and the ripe is made Cryde and Raw, and be-
comes an undigefted Chaos, no Form, and an Amalga-
ma, no Stove, but a gummy fubftance, The Separation
of the Elements fers forward, and the virgin Prirciples,
even the Magicians, Sol, Lune and Mercury aforemen-
tion'd, the thin being feparated from the thick, there pro-
ceeds conjuv&ion, or the union and conjoyning of all the
diffevered Qualities  bere ome colour follows another,
for as in the firft Conjuntion ir is made from an Earthly
10 a Watery, [o 1o an airy Nature ; So inthis fecond Con-
yundion, *tis converted from an Airy 1o @ Watry, and
from a Watryto an Earthly Nature but now 'tis endued
with fuch vertues, asthat by another rotavion, it will be
made into a fire-abiding Tintture, which, according as
tis exalted and fermented, “twill tranfmute the imper-
felt Metafs ino Sol or Lune, £dc.

E g3 CHAPM




( 6o )

LA AP IX.

Containing a Theophifical inveftigation con-
cerning the Probability of what the Phi-
lofophers bave afferted concerning the Art’s
Excellency.

Eader, This Chapter is written by way of An-
fwer to any dubious Query, that may arife in

thy mind concerning the potlibility of this Art,
and of the Myfteries it points forth ; but many of
the Ancients have already learnedly and excellent-
ly perform’d this Task, having proved, that in the
Preparation of this Medicine, all the Types of the
Antetype are beheld ; inftance Bafil Valentine, where
he compares the Triune Office of Mercury to type
forth the Myfteries of the Holy Trinity, as in
Pag. 347. 348.. And again to all the Myfteries
of thé Prophetical and Evangelical Difpenfations,
as thou mayeft read ac large in Pag. 121, 122,
123, Ue. And again, the Water-flove of the Wife
Men runs through all thefe Myfteries in Scripture
Phrafes, the like do many Philofophers; but this
way of proceeding, viz, to Allegorize the Holy
Scriptures is not} fo pleafant to me, as to cull out
fome backing Teftimonies from its Authority, fee-
ing many things in Scripture feem to me very pat
to the matter in hand; although 1 muft confefs,
that Mofes gives a very large Map of the work of
Creation,’ yet there is no particular mention made
of Minerals, but the two firft Chapters of Cenefis
are fo material as to this Point, that it feems very
plain to me, that Mofes did from a practical know-
ledge of the Mineral Seed ‘deliver that in thofe
Chapters,
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Chapters, which many of the Philofophets have
not done in all their voluminous Writings extant
and that I may induce my Reader to a greater
{atisfa@ion in this Point, I cannot fuppole they
were omitted for any other reafon, but that gene-
ral one aforenamed, for that they are afterwards
named for the riches of fome of thofe Countries,
divided by the Rivers, flowing out of Eden; the
name of the firft is Pifon, that is it which compaffes
the whole Land of Havilsh, where there is Goldj
and the Gold of that Land is Good, there is Bdcl-
lium and the Onyx Stone. And the name of the
fecond River is Gibon, and the third River is Hid-
dekel, and the fourth River is Euphrates ; from which
~ Eaftern Waters all Artifts confent, that Minerals
had their Original. And what reafon can any mor-
tal Man give to the contrary, that Minerals have
no Seed multiplicable, feeing they yearly grow and
yield encreafe, as well as Vegerables or Animals;
Sandivogins having in his fixth Treatife decided this
Point, 1 fhall omit enlarging on it, and fay with
the Pfalmift, Let the bright Beauty of the Lord our
God be upon us, and guide thou the work of our bands
upon us, and the work of our bands gu.i.lé thou it, Plal.
g0, and 19, For who bath defpijed the doy o little
things? For they [hall rejoyce, and fhall fee the (fove of
Timm in the hand of Zerubbabel with thofe feven y vhey
are the eyes of the Lord, which run too and fro through
the whole Earth, Zech. 4. 10. For’tis faid by Sirach
allo, Chap. 24. verf. 22. There are bidden greater
things than thefe, [eeing we bave feen but few of bis
iWorks 3 and according to the Proverbs of the Wile
men, In all thy ways acknowledge bim, and be fhall di-
7efk thy Pashs 3 again, He thar abides in the fear of the
Lord, and cleaves o bis word, and wairs upor bis duty,
neither Blacks nor Whites [hall move bim, ke fhall eafily
make Gold out of Copper and Tinn, and [hall by God's
belp do wmany more 1t , if Jehovah favour him’
he may then make Gold of Clay or ‘Dirv.. And fur-
E 4 ther,
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ther, The refived Copper fpoken of by Efdras, as pure '

- = o

as Gold the Maccabean Fire, which byrn’d an the Al-
var, and the Water of the colowr of Fire, given by the
Angel for Efdras to drink ; but thefe being already
cited in my general Epiftle, 1 omit fpeaking farther
of them in this Book, confidering I labour not for my k..
felf, but for all them that feek Learning, Ecel. 33, |

v. 17. T fhall fhew the Reader, that the Seed of
Metals being not particularly defcribed, and fo dark-
ly deliver’d hath been the caufe in all Ages of fo
much fweat and Labour, wherein Man eats hig
Natural Bread ; this hath been a Fate which the
moft Learned of Men have in all Ages been fub-
jet to.

] "Tis fomewhere faid, Out of much Earth is turned i
@ linle Gold: But if we can find out the material |
Element, it will be no hard matter to know the | o
next feedy Matter or Subftance; 41 things that are
of the Earth fhall turn 10 Earth again, and they that
are of the Wasers fhall turn into the Sea. Ecdl, 404
i1. In Fob 'tis bricfly touched, yet more plainly
than elfewhere, in one continued Place; The dead '}
things are formed under the Waters, or near unto them,
Job. 26. §. This fheweth truly the material Ele-
ments of the pureft Minerals; and again, The Sil-
ver bath its vein, and the Gold is place where they
take it. Trom is taken out of the Duft, and Brafs is
molten out of the Stomes God puss an end 10 darke
nefs, and be wryerh ihe Perfetion of all things, he |
Jets a bound to Darknefs and of the Jbadow of Deathg §
the Floud breaketb our agairf} rhe Inbabivants, and the
Waters forgorten of the Fout, beirg bigher than Man,
are gone away s the Stomes thereof are 4 place of Sa-
phires, and the Duft of it is Gold: There is 4 Path,
whick no Fowl bath krown, neither bath the Kyre’s
eye feen s the Lyon’s Whelps have nor walked in it,
neither the Lyons pafled vhereby 5 he puricth bis bands |
upon " the Rocks, “and his eye feerb every precious
thingy ke bindeth the Floods, that they do nos overs
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flow, and sbe things that we kid, he bringeth to
Light 3 bur where is Wifdom found, and where is Un-
derflanding, &c. Not prophaning the Divine Ap-
plication and fenfe of this place, Confider, as a
Chymical Natural Philofopher, in thefe verfes, what
is meant by dead things, Waters, Vein, Place, Dark-
nefs, fhadow of Death, Floud, Inhabitant, Bread,
Fire Turned-up, Duft, unknown Path, Kytes-eye,
Lyon’s-whelp, Lyons, Rocks, Mountains; and then
you may boaft that you know the beginning, fper-
matical fubftance and true Generation of Me-
tals,

I would have every induftriovs Artift well to
confider the 4th. Chapter of Zephan. efpecially that
of the two Golden Pipes emptying the Golden
Oyl I could indeed cite other Scriptures perti-
nent to the Matter, but thele being f(ufficient to
any Man that hath the eye of his Underftanding
open’d, not only to fhew him, that Metals were
originally Created, but alfo the way of their Ge-
meration and Produétion 3 brevity being defign’d,
T fhall omit farther Quotations from Scriptures,
and conclude this Paragraph with this firm Be.
lief, ‘I'hat that Scripture will be fullfilled, where
‘tis faid, Hidden things fhall be made manifeft, e.
ven fuch things as have been hid from the Foun-
dation of the World ; and T underftand, that this
allades to that time, that the man of fin fhall in
great meafure be finifhed, and the Church come
out of the wildernefs in the White Garments of
Purity and Righteoufnefs,

Hence T can believe no other, but that the Gold-
making Art, fo call'd, will become common to the
men of the new World, when Wifdom fhall be
elteemed for Wifdom's fake s therefore, O thou
Defirer of Art, for thy enconragement, I advife

thee with Paticnce to wade through fome Errors

at the beginnipg of thy Labours with content, as
all true Philofophers have done; and indeed it
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cannot be otherwife expeéted untill the fullnefs of
time fhall come, that the Golden Calf fhall be
ground to Powder, and Money fhall be efteemed
like Drofs, and the prop of Antichrift dath’d in
pieces. O that we might be all prepared for that
long expeéted, yet now approaching univerfal day i
of Redemption s that our eyes may fee the new
Ferufujem, that is cloathed in White, come down
from Heaven, which {hall abound with Geld in the
fireets, and the Gates made with the richeft Stones,
and that we may pafs through tbat Holy River ofifi «
Regeneration unto the Tree of Life, whofe fruit'gi,
is for the healing of the Nations, given Withoutfs(
Money and without price. O that we could fee g
the Adeptifts return from all the Corners of the
Earth, and the righteous Inhabitants thereof with
out fears or Snares of their Lives. O that this]

reat glorious Monarchy of the North was cftas
blithed, that all who thirft might come freely to
it 5 that the Swords might be turncd into Plows
{hares, and their Spears into Pruning Hooks, andiiy
that the name of the Lord, which is as a firongs
Tower, may be our defence, which are the Walls
and Bulwarks of Righteoufnefs. O that we could s
but once have our Affurance, that Elizs the Foresfes
ruriner of thefe mighty things was come, as I hoped
he is, and that he had beat his Alarum and found-"
ed the Trumpet for the Preparation of the Kings
ly way of the Lord. 1 would to God, that we might
daily prepare our felves, fo as to receive this greats
Heavenly Bridegroom with a bowed down Spirit B 1y
and a fanétified Heart, that fo we may not bl
found like the five foolifh Virgins without Oyl i L
our Lamps, and fo lofe the Admittance into his
holy Prefence. O that all the truly ingenious may§g.
obtain their defire, by beginning in that Wifdomy,
which fhall never fade, and that the earneft Desl
firers of Science might know the true intcrprcca-t

tion of ail, that hath been Myftically delivered by
thef

=
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the Philofophers from the Creation to this very
day s that we may be a People of one Language,
and one Heart, as they will be in the day of the
(i§ Golpel-Trumpet’s Sound, when they fhall come to
wi] €at of the Bread, and drink of the Water of Life
i freely, without Money or without price 3 where
.l the Myfieries of Nature will be unvailed, even
« 4 thofe hid from the Foundation of the World, and
(i things paffing unto their general Refloration, where
+44 they fhall reft in their Eternal Quiesy a Type of
1id which every true Philofopher beholds, and how
44 the Elements are unbanded, Principles produced,
48l Bodies Calcined and Purified, in order to produce
thofe rich and living Metals, even that Gold, which
o St Foln in the Revelarions fays, The fbreers of ihe
o] %@ Ferufalem fhall be layed with, all which is
e Drought about by the knowledge of Mercury and
i wf lis Regenerating” Natures for ’tis he that muft
..o eliver into your hand that Triune Key, that un-
w4 00ks all the Myfteries of Nature, yea and her
| Book of Records too, wherein her magnificent Adts
51| @ feen, and the Myfteries fhe contzins unlock’d
. iopen’d, and will be to be viewed by all, to
;e ¥om the Promifes belong, even thofe who are
@me through the many Tribulations, and have a
Triumphant Song of Joy in their Mouths, cven
theSong of Mofes and of the Lamb 5 that is, the
¢ § V08 of Judgment and of Mercy, which the Sin
;o "W Sing upon the holy Mouwnt Siow to that great
s 86Kious Being and fullnefs of all Beings, and to
of %€ Lamb that fits on the Throne for ever and
. i VL5 Amen,

10f . BuE feeing it is mot our lott to fall in this Glo-
#1088 day, although we fee the Day-flar of i,
i thereby are fenfibly awakened, fo as to awaken
Others, that they may give diligent heed to Wif-
AOWE. Voice, and fo come to underftand, what
< Ahath bqfn left on Record by the Ancient Pilgrims,
@ncerning Divine and Natural Myfterics, which
that
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that they may is the fincere defire of him, who'

is a Brother and Fellow-traveller, &c. y i

oF t
I fhall now only add the Teftimonies of fome§i

worthy Authors concerning this Arcamum, and fo f

conclude ; The firft is that of Paracelfus in the

Signature of Nawurad hings, fol. 358. ‘ Thisisa true!

¢ fign of the Tinflure of the Philofophers, that byl

¢ jts Tranfmuting force all imperfet Metals ‘ares

¢ changed, viz. the White into Silver, and the Red?

¢ into the beft Gold, if but the {malleft part of it

¢ be caft into a Crucible upon melted Metals, &

¢ Jtem, for the invincible Affrum of Metals con

¢ quers all things, and changeth them into a Nasjer:

¢ ture like unto it felf, ©¢. and this Gold and Sils¥

¢ yer is nobler and better, than that brought out of

¢ the metalick Mines, and out of it may be prepas

® red better:medicinal Areana’s. Item, therefore €=

¢ yery Alchymift, that hath the Aftrum of the

¢ Sun, can tran{mute all Red Metals into Goldy

&, IJtem, Our Tinfture of Gold hath Aftrall

¢ Stars within ity it is a moft fixc fubftance andi§t

¢ immutable in the Multiplication; it is a Powder§

¢ having the reddeft Colour, almoft like Safron, yeb

¢ the whole Corporal fubftance is liquid like Rofily§

¢ tranfparent like Chriftal, frangible like Glafs 3 i€}

¢ is of a Ruby Colour, and of the greateft weight :

¢ ¢5: Read more of this in Pargcelfus’s Heaven f .

Philofophers. Ttem, Paracelfus, in his feventh Book

of Tranfmutation of Natural things, faith, ©The:

¢ Tran(mutation of Metals is a great Natural My=F

¢ ftery, not againft Nature's Courfe, nor againfé'y

¢ God’s Order, as many falfly judge 3 for the ims

¢ perfeét Metals are not Tran{muted into Gold, noF fe

¢ into Silver, without the Philofopher’s Stone, Jefiy P

Paracelfus in his Manual of the Medicinal Stone OEg:

the Philofophers, faith, * Our Stone is an Heavene f:

¢ ]y Medicine, and more than perfect, becaule it

¢ cleanfcth all filth from Metals.

Secondlyy
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Secondly, Henry Khunrade, in his Amphitheater
of the Eternal Wil~m, ¢ 1 have travelled much
¢ and vifited thofe, efteemed to know fomewhat by
¢ Experience, and not in vain, ©c, amongft whom
¢ take God to Witnefs, I got of one the univerfal
£ Green Lyon, and the blood of the Lyon, which is
¢ Gold, not vulgar, but of the Philofophersy T
“have feen it, touch'd it, tafted it and fmelt its
€0 how wonderful is God in his Works; I fay they
€gave me the prepared Medicine, which I moft
‘ﬁnitfully ufed towards the pooreft of my Neigh-
“bours in defperate Cafes s and they did fincerely
“reveal to me the true manner of preparing their
¢ Medicine, ©¢, Jrem, Thisis the wonderful Method,
# which God only hath given me immediately and
¢ mediately, yet fubordinate through  Fire, Art and
¢ Mafters help, as well Living as Silent, Corporal
fand Spiritual, Watching and Sleeping. Jrem, Fol.
‘202, 1 write not Fables. With thy own hands fhalt
“thou handle, and with thy eyes fee the Azoth, &c.
“the univerfal Mercury of the Philofophers, which
*alone with its Internal and External Fire is fuffici-
“ent for thee to get our Stone 3 neverthelefs with a
*Sympathetick Harmony, being Magick Phyfically
“united with the Olympick Fire by an inevitable
Sneceffity, &c. Frem, Thou fhalt fee the Stone of
Philofophers ( our King) go forth of the Bed-
“thamber of his Glaffy-Sepulchre in his glorified
“Body, like a Lord of Lords, from his Throne, into
“this Theatre of the World, that is to fay, Rege-
“nerated and more than perfe&, a thining Carbuncle,
“amoft temperate (plendour, whofe moft fubtil and
“depurated parts are infeparable, united into one
*With a Concordial Mixturs, exceeding equal, Tranf-
_parent as Chryftal, compaét and moft ponderous,
“eafily fufible in fire like Rofin or Wax, before the
“flight of Quickfilver, vet flowing without fmoak,
“emtering into folid Bodies, and penetrating them,

‘35
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€as Oyl doth Paper, diffolvable in every Liquogf::
¢ and commiffible with it, fryable like Glafs, in 2

¢ Powder like Saffron, but in the whole Mafs (hin=fi
¢ ing red like a Ruby (" which Rednefs isa fign ofaje
¢ perfeft Fixation, and fixed Perfc&ion,) permanent=§s
¢ly colouring or Tinging, fixt in all Temp:ations

¢ or Tryalss yea in the Examination of the burningfin
¢ Sulphur ic felf, and the devouring Waters, and infiy
¢ the moft vehement Perfecution of the Fire alwaysh
¢ Incombuftible and Permanent, as a Salamandef
¢ Irem, The Philofopher’s Stone, being fermented in
¢ its parts in the great World, transforms it felf ind
¢ to whatfoever is profitable to Man by the Fire'g
¢ hence a Son of Art may perceive, why the Phil

¢ fophers have given their 470th the name of Mer
¢ cury, which adheres to bodies, s, And forther iff
the fame place, ¢ It is fermented with Metals, vigs
¢ the ftone being in its higheft whitenefs is fermen=f i
¢ ted with pure Silver to the White ; but the San=ie
¢ guine Stone, with pure Gold to the Red,and thigis
* the work of three days, e ,

Thirdly, Helmont, in the Book of Eternal Life
fol. 500. ¢ I have often feen the Stone, and handled .
¢it, and have proj-&ted the fourch part of one graimyli:
¢ wrapt in Paper, upon eight ounces of Quickfily
¢ boyling in a Crucible ; and the Quickfilver withas
¢ {mall noife prefently ftood fill from its Flux, ani
¢ was congealed yellow like Wax; and after a Flug
¢ by blaft, we found eight Ounces, wanting elevem i
¢ Grains, of the purelt Gold: Therefore one GraiSh,.'
¢ of this Powder would tranfmute Nineteen Thoth
¢ fand, One Hundred and Eighty Six parts of Quicks
¢ filver into the beft Gold. - So that this Powder S}
¢ found to be of {imilar parts with Terreftrials, and'ﬁ, g
¢ doth Tranfimute infinite plenty of impure Metals
¢ into the beft Gold, uniting with it, and fo defends
¢ it from Ruft, Cancer, Rottennefs and Death, and$

¢ makes it in a manner immortal againft all Torruref‘r b
pii
of
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“of Fire and Art, and transforms it into a Virgin
“purity of Gold, requiring only a fervent heat,
$Jtem, in his Tree of Life, fol. 630. I am conftrain-
*ed to believe, there isa Gold and Silver-making
: “Stone or Powder, for that I have divers times
,47ef made projeétion with one Grain thereof upon fome
/el “thonfand Grains of boyling Quickfilver to a tick-
4 Yling admiration of a great multiude. And far-
ther, as is rehearfed in the firk Chapter, ¢ He who
*gave me this Powder had {o much at leaft as would
+4 ‘tranfmute Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds worth
it “0fGold. FRem, He gave me about half a Grain,
ool “and thence were tranfmuted nine Ounces and three
“quarters of Quickfilver into pure Goldj and he
*who gave it me was but of one Evenings acquain-
¢ tance.

ix@  Bourthly, Flammel, (ith, ¢ That the firft time he
ol ‘made Projection, ’twas on Merawry, whereof he
/ Sturned haif a pound, or thereabouts into pure Sil-
" f “wer, better than that of the Mine. Afterward he

“made ProjeCtion of the Red-ftone upon the like

:'qnantit_v of Mereury, which he tran{mated truly in-

el 'toalmoﬁ as much pure Gold, more foft and more
e °Dlyable.

o o SBifthly, Raymond Lully, confined in the Tower of

; Lwndon by King Edward 111, was manifeftly known
thave this E/ixir, and with the fame he redeemed
BmiElf by paying a confiderable quantity of Gold,
which Gold was after Coined with this Infeription,
Felus ameh Tranfruie medium illorum, which is thus in
Engliﬁ;, But Fefus palfing through the midft of tbem,
WEHEbis way ; by which Moo the Lullian Gold may
bs known,

Sixthly, Ripley in the Preface of his twelve Gates,

‘o M King Eiward in (o many words, 7hat at Lou-
i Yane be bad made the white Stone,

SRS

Seventhly,
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Seventhly, That of Dr. Dee toQueen Elizabeth,
who caufed that an Iron Pan might be cut out from'f. .
the Hoop, very obfervable, the which he Tranfmu-'f:
ted into Gold, exaétly fitting it as before,

Eightly, Thofe fo many demonftrations in Gersl
many, befides thofe Golden Ducats which were Coin=!
ed by the command of the Emperor, ¥ €, onf:, .
them , to fignify that the Gold was made byf. .
Art, '

Ninthly, The Teftimony of 0fwald Crollius in
his Preface to Baffilic, Chymi. concerning Michagk
Sandivogius, that nmoble Polander, which he calls|
Hellyosantharus Borealis, the Northern Beetle, ‘In|
¢ whofe hands he faw, with great Admiration and|
¢ Amazement, the wonderful Virtues and Operas
¢ tion of the Philofopher’s Tinéture, commonly
¢ call’d the Philofopher’s Stone.

Tenthly, That of Dr. Helvetius, * Who receiv
¢ a {mall Grain of Powder of Elizsthe Artift at the
¢ Hague in Holland, which Tranfinuted fix drams off
¢ Lead into pure Gold, bearing all the Effays af|
¢ Delph, [ which my eyes have feen, and my ownl
hands have handled. ] ‘

Eleventhly, The Teftimony of Philaletbes, who
fays, ¢ That one Man, that is an Adeptift, might
¢ Tranfmute into perfeét Gold and Silver all the ims
¢ perfe& Metals, thatare in the whole World. Ses
*condly, he may by this Art make precious Stomes
¢and Gems, fuch as cannot be parallel'd in Nature
¢ for goodnefs and greatncfs ; and laftly, ’tis an umis
¢ verfal Medicine for prolonging Life and curing aik
¢ Difeafes. ;
&6

¥
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~ Twelfthly, A French Doftor who is Phyfician to
the People of the Fremeh-Church, formerly living
between Bifbop-gate and Leaden-ball-fircet, his Name
I know not, is pofitively fatisfied from attual De-
monftration, who faw Copper Farthings converted
into pure Gold. Irem, The thrice worthy R. B. Efq;
who aétually faw Tranfmutation, and wore a Ring
of the fame Gold 5 which was a promoting caufe to
the Parliament, for taking off the At againft the
Melioration of Metals, which was originally made
upon the occafion of too too many being fatisfyed
from that Demonftration of Raymund Lully, before
mention’d, that the Art of Tran{mutation was real,
but upon praétical fearch being found dithicult to
be obtained, the Eftates of the Heirs and Heirefles
wafting fo faft, as I have been inform’d by an ex-
cellent Politician, it was thought highly expedient
to make a fevere A& againft it ; both which Adts to
me is a convincing Argument of our wife Senators
fatisfaction of this Arcs poffibility, as any other
whatfoever, without we fhould fuppofe that the
Wifdom of the Nation would make Aéts for or a-
gainft the Wind, which T have not the leaft thought
of, much lefs reafon to judge them guilty of fuch
Abflurdity.

But what need 1 fpend my time, to fum up Te-
ftimonies concerning its poffibilitics, fecing I have
my [elf good reafon to believe the fame, baving
feen fome Seals of the Philofopher’s Writings, and
hope thar many more, will be equally fatisfied,
that (o che Philofophers may be more reverenced
than hicherro they have been.




The Copy of an Oath, found a-f"!
mong{t the Papers of a Known |’
Adept, aftex his Death, which is %
Adminiftred upon the Adopting of |,
a Brother into the Cabaliftical So- |
ciety. |

FOrqﬁmwb as the great God of Heaven
and Eavth, from whom we all proceed,

7t whom we Live, and to whom we muff § i

Return at owr appointed time, bath adopted i
and chofen out ﬁ'om among Mankind a cers

tain number of Chriftians, for that eminent o sl

Waork of Creating perfe@ things from imper-
fedtion, unto whom 1t is made manifeft by
the Spirit of Creation the Univerfal firft or
ffth  Creating Quinteffence, by which it i
by many beld to this day, the World was re-
duced from its rude and undigefled Chaos, te
a Beautiful and prognant Matrix, fit for the
vecezving of  Seminal Vertue, for producing
all Circular Appearances, as daily doth ap-
pear by onwr moft glorious Produion or Ma-
nufalture 5 and for as much as it has been ]
Jrom all times thought fit to keep fecret and i

undivulged, from the common knowledge of B,

Mankind, the eafie and facil way of our great
: Work,
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Work, both for the Glory of God and copi-
mon Good and Comveniency of Government
and for as much as there ove no Obligari-
ons found like thofe which arve freely enter'd
nto by ‘a true fonce of his great neceffity,
therefore I, R. S. do freely, for the veafins
before mention'd, promife and fwear by the
great Jehovah, and by all things vifible and
amvifible, and by the fifth produced Eflence
t0 me known, as I bave evidently made ap- -
pear to thee and the et of my Brethren,
I will not Reveal, Acknowledge or declare i}
Death me thereunto cauje or move 5 oF any
way dire@, or indirel, abfolutely informing
any perfon to the attaining of this Secret
and Divine Knowledge, wnlefs I, the faid
R. 8. do cvidently know, that the Jaid per-
fon bath found out things Jupernatural,
which is daily experienced ; wonderful and
manifeff effelts me thereunto moving, or that
the fuid party be fo qualified by Nature, that
three or four of the [aid Brothren of the So-
dety finding bim fit for the [sid Work, and
Sive me their confint and permifion, [o as
todoit. I alfo do promife that if God Should,
out of [pecial Merey, reveal to me Zreater
knowledge of the [upernatural and hidden
Myfteries than to fome common Adepts, not to
difcover thereof to them by way of Difcourfz,
without I am direed by my Brethren [o to
do, or that I am affured be doth enjoy the fame
ever glorious Mercy and bright knowledge.
F 2 Iﬂl:
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I alfo promife by virtue of the ' forefaid
Qath, mot to have to do with Kings ar
great Men, and mever to commune with any
out of a covetous mind or defign, but vemain
Jatisfied with that knowledge God hath [hewed
out of bis wonderful Providence to me 5 like-
wife I promife to make it my endeavour to find
out one to enjoy this knowledge after my de-
ceafe, unto whom I will, while I live, impart
what I [afely may, and at my death veveal the
whole fecret 5 alfo I promife in the prefence

of God, that I will never joyn with any upon.

a covetous pretence of advancing the Secret,
unlefs it be with an Adeptift, known and ape
proved of by my other Brethren neither de-
{rver any true knowledge of our true Univer-
Jal Magnet and Chalybs, and principally
the Mercury and Gold, whether it bein an
fEnigma or otherwife, as is defigned or beff
thought fit for the prefervation of this Sci=
ences and if it fhould [o bappen that d
fbould be Racked and Tortured to difcover
the [ame, and there is no bopes of avoiding
the damger, by giving or delivering [ome 02
ther compound way, which hath been be=
foreband confulted of, and agreed upom, by
the Brethren 5 and if that will not doy
then I promife to [wallow my common Pill
without which I promife never to be, but con=
fantly to have it about me, in the form of
Beads, or what fhape fhall be thought maoft
fit, to which promife and Covevant I bind

' my




75 )

my Body and Soul and my Life, fu_ the Tefti-
mony of which I bave fet my Hand with my
own Blood, and my Seal with the true Uni-
verfal Mixturve, defiring all to hold that Man
excufed , which obferving my willful failing
m any thing above mentioned, privately cuts
me off from amongft Men; and I defive of
God, and of all my Brethven to forgive him,
and to efleem bim with the higheft Venera-
tion imaginable, knowing that his Zeal for
the Glory of the Lord of Hoffs bath been there-
unto moved. Thus calling God, Heaven,
Earth and all that is theremn to bear Teft;-
mony of this my free and voluntary Condefcen-
ti. Amen, Amen, Amen, and praife
be to thee, O God, Holy, Holy, Holy, for e-
ver, Amen, Amen, Amen.

The
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The Author’s Comment on this Oath,

O Eternally happy is that Man whom
the Spirit ot God hath feafon’d by
his Grace, and qualified fo, as that every
word he fpeaks may be as irrevocable as
the Laws of the Medes and Perfians, and
then certainly the Name of the Holy God
of Hofts would not be call'd to Witnefs,
but Men would keep their word without
Oaths ; as for my part I fhould not ac-
cept of taking this Oath for any advan-
tage whatfoever. For I have always en-
deavour’d by Prayers and hard Labours to

obtain this Art, being the ordained Means I |,

{hall advife all to profecute this way, and
fo conclude this Treatife. Farewel.

ol Nl S




full Difcovery of the

Advertifement.

TH E Author defigns ( by Divine Permiffion )

- to make ready for the Prefs thofe two follow-
ing Treatifes, viz, Analyfis Chymica Theolggie Poc-
#iex: Or, An Explanation of the Poetical Theo-
logy from Philofophical and Chymical Experience
wherein is plainly thewed, that the Hiftorical My-
fleries and Myftical Hiftories of the Ancient
Greek and Latin Poets, is but an Anigmatical De-
{cription of the Golden Apples, contained in the
Gardens of the Hefperides 3 to wit, the Elixir of
the wife, or the Silver and Gold-making Medi-
Cine; whatever Comments other Mythologifts
have in their Eclipfed Underftanding and vailed
Reafons put upon them,

The other, Hiftoria Nova de Thefanro Brivamnize ;
Or, an Hiftorical Account of the Philofopher’s
Colchos, Delps and Lemnos s being a Praétical
Difcourfe of the undifcover'd Trealures of the
Hefperiden Gardens, contained in the Britannic
Dominions 3 fet forth by way of Dialogue between
the Author and Hermit Experience, which is a
Matter and Preparation of
the Univerfal Medicine of the Ancients, Written
for the Benefit and Information of the diligent

Inquirers after the Myftical Truths contained in
Hermes's {ecret Temple.

g, T
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A
Philofophical Epittle,

Difcovering the Unrevealed Myflery
of the three F I R ES of the
SOPHL

H O U indefatigable Defirer of the My-

fteries of Nature, couched in Silence by

the Ancients, in Commiferation to thee

I have here drawn up fome Zdess, which
in praétice will remain as a Touch-ftone to all the
true Defirers of Alchymy.

And therefore aiming chiefly at ‘thy Good and
Benefit, I fhall not ufe any flattering’ Elocutions
to perfwade thee into a good Opinion concern-
ing what is here Written, it being not 'the cu-
ftom of Philofophers to ufe them in a Science fo
fublime 5 as well knowing that 1 have Candid-
ly written the very Truth, by which T have be-
neficially; and 1 hope fatisfaétorily informed fuch
as are worthy fearchers after this Myftical Science,
the very Mother of all others.

And as this is defigned as an Epitome of true
Praftice, 1 fhall without any Circumlocutions or
Allegorical Speeches, demonfrate 'the Truth ina
Modet, Cabaliftical Stile 3 hoping thereby to vail

B it
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it from theunworthy, yet at the fame time to give
free Entrance to the Adopted Sons of Hermes, and
’tis requifite that it fhould be fo deliverd, it be-
ing the foundation of that Cabaliftical Wifdom,
which contains the Secrets of Nature, and the
moft principal Part of that fo highly efteemed of
by the Femws, Chaldeans, Perfians and Ancient Greeks,
and many other Chriftian Cabaliffs of other Na-
tions 3 for as I faid even now, it is the Mother
of all Natural Art and Science, to which Paracel-
fus, Sandivogius, Philalethes, and many others ex-
prefly agree.

We fhall make firft a Theorical, and then a Pra
&ical Tnveftigation concerning the beginning of
this Cabaliftical Wifdom. Ficft, Theorically it is
affirmed, That this fecret Science was by Divine

Infpiration deliver’d to the Ancient Jews, andi§/

more particularly to Mofes with the Law, as well

the Natural as the Divine, as fome of the He-§i

brew Rabbies do affert in General : But others off}
them were of the Opinion, that it was four times)

reveal’d from God to Mankind 3 fome faying, thag g

Adzm had a perfeét knowledge of it in Paradife gifi

others, that it was reveal'd to him by way of
Requital, after he was put out of Paradife, and}
that at a time, when Melancholily contemplating}
the lofs of that great Injoyments alfo to Mofes
in the Buth, to So/omon in a Dream, and to Efs
dras by the Angel.

From hence the Jewifh Cabale had its Origi-
nal, and was by them highly efteemed in fucceeds
ing Ages one after another 5 but upon this I muft
make one Remark, which is, That to me 'tis plain
to conceive, that the Art was as often loft, or elfe
what need was there of renewed Difcoveries,
and there is a very good Reafon for it for the
Pratical and Natural part of this Wifdom was ia
thofe Ages, asthey affirm, never written in Bot;ks,

ut
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but was delivered by way of Tradition from one
Generation to another, and that only among, fuch,
as they thought worthy.

Now one principal . Obftruétion of the ficcefs-
ful Exaltation of this Art; was the feveral Cap-
tivities which the Jews fuffer’d 5 but Efdras, thae
%:eat Reftorer and laft' eftablither of this Art,

ing highly illuminated, having a knowledge of
what was paft, and a fore-knowledge of what: was
to come, viz. That Ifrael fhould fuffer more Cap-
tivities and Banifhment ; fearing God, and obeying
the Angel, wrote two hundred and four Books, a-
motight which were feventy two of this Art, to
preferve it from the frailty of Human Memory;
for according to Domin. de Nuyfment - Tra, de: ve-
70 Sal. Phil, He Congregated all the Elders, in Num-
ber feventy, where it was decreed, and .that by God’s
dmmediate Appoimment and Command, thar' the Books

of Divine. Myfteries were 1o be made Publick, to be .

read of all; but thofe- of this Art were 1o be deli-
wer'dnonly to. the Wife of the People s therein ' be-
ing contained. the vein of Underflanding, the Foun.
tain of Nawural Wiflom, and the Flood of Know-
fedge.

_Pious Mirandulanus, who was efteemed the Phe-
nix of his time for Learning and Knowledge; fays,
Thar thefe are the feventy Cabaliftical Books wherein
Eldras faid plainly the fountain of | all Underfpand-
#g and. Knowledge was. contained 5 - that is, the i
eitimable Theology - concerming - the Supreme Deity, the
Jonain, of \Wifdom, and the intire- Mesaphyficks - of
inselligences; the. [tream of Kwowledge, that is, the
firmeft . Natural Philofophy . Anil thefe -were bad in
fuch ziener ation amoig the Jews, that wone under forty
Jedrs of | Age might “touch them 5 and further ( which
15110 be admsred ) in thefe Cabaliffical Doftrines . were
sonsgined fome beads of Chriftianifm. i
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It is the Opinion of Wife-men, that thefe Books
remained till the Temple was burnt by the Ro-
man Army 3 whether fo or not is not my matter
in hand, but only to point forth the Original,
and alfo in procefs of time the decay and vanifh-
ing of this Art from the generality of Mankind,
o that many of our learned Chriftians in this
day are far fhort of the Wifdom of the Jews, one
efteemirg it as a fabulous Story and idle Fittion,
as T fhall plainly thew in my Analyfis Chymica The=
ologie Poerice, the other with the higheft vene-
ration imaginable.

From hence many Learned Men were of Opi-
nion, That the Art (pread it felf from the Jews
to the other Eaftern-Countries; but for fome ef-
fential Reafons, to this T can’t wholy affent: For
Hermes, who ‘was a Mafter of this Science, and
King of Egjpr when ‘twas the Garden of God, who
lived, according to the beft Account we can ga-
ther from Ancient Cronologers, before Mofes’s time,
and confequently before the Jews were a Nation ; he
being the fi-ft that taught Literature to Mankind,
and having Penn’d many Books treating of the
faid Science, ’tis very probable that it might derive
from him,

But Patacelfus and others derive it from Addam,
and the Fathers of the firft World, who, as they
fay, fore-feeing the Deluge, erected two Tables of
Stone, in which was coatained the foundation of
this Wifdom, one of which was found after the
Flood in Armeniz on Mount Ararat 5 hence con-
cluding that the Eaftern Countries from thefe ob-
tained their Knowledge, affirming that the Chalde-
ans { of which Country was Abrabam the Father of
the Jews) and alfo'the Perfians were great Ad-
mirers and diligent Searchers after the faid: Artj
but where matters feem dubious, I fhall not give
my Reafons to anothers Opinion, well knowing,

accord-
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according to Scripture Teftimony, that God crea-
ted all Nations of one blood to dwell upon' the
Barth, and hath by his Fatherly Care and Di-
yine Providence diftributed Knowledge, as Rivers
of Water for the fervice of the whole Creation g
10 as the fore-cited Author Domun. de Nuyfment'
fays, The fourtsin of this Myftery lies open to all,
aiid that all who bave fought fo as to obtain, have
been Mafters of i, without refped to Nume or | Ng-
#ion : For ’tis very plain from the Books extant,
that many large ftrewings are to be gather'd
from the fage and Wife-men of all Countries and
Nations whatever; therefore I fhall think it a
Task too difficult for me to define, who were the
fitft Poffcflors, fo fhall pals it by, and come by
way of Remark and Obfervation concerning the
high Eftimation, which the Ancient Poffeflors had
of it, viz. That it was a Jewel of too great Va-
lue to 'be worn in the breaft of thofe of a mean
Education, and only fit to be underftood by their
Kings, Priefts and great Ones. But Blefled and
Eternally praifed be the Great Everlafting God,
who is no refpeéter of Perfons, but all that tru-
Iy fear him of what Nation or Blood foever, are
efteemed by himj and as our Bleffed Lord faith,
(asin the Spiritual, {oin the Temporal) zo the ‘bun-
gty Babes doth be reveal bis fecrers,

Thus much may fuffice as to general hints of
the Arts Original, T not regarding who were the
fitlt Poffeffors of it, fo that tis but now to be
Poffe'd 3 and therefore fhall pafs on to deline-
ate fome praftical Truths, in a way agreeable to
thole living IdeA of Truth, which this Art car-
Ties along with it: For I have great reafon to
believe by a Praftical Knowledge of a Mineral
Cbaos or certain Matter, which in its felf is Uni-
verfal and Copious enough for the Art'to have
s Original and Foundation from, that the Art
Birue and ealy to be obtained by a Natural

B2 Procefs,
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Procefs, and to me ’tis very plain, that this is
that one true Matter, which all the Ancient Phis
lofophers, none excepted, have as with one mouth
born Teftimony tos who are fo conjunét, that
they differ not in the leaft point in the Matter,
ot Modys Operandi thereon, even through Series of
Ages, yet different both in Tongue and Nation,
which to me is one plain proof of its verity,
and fo confequently high Ignorance to gueftion
its poffibility.” But feeing ’tis not my Task to
ufe many Arguments, in this fhort Epiftle, to con-
vince the Gain-fayer or Unbeliever, my defign be-
ing to lend an hand to the diligent, and inde-
fatigable fearcher after natural Verities only, and
to let them know, that the krowledge of this
fubje@ Matter is of fuch Importance, that ’tis the
very foundation on which Hermes’s Myftical Tem-
ple is builts fo is the regnlar Proceeding there-
on the main Hinge on which the Door of En-
trance movess it is by the knowledge of thefe
two firft fteps we come to the Fountain's-head,
and difcern thofe Rivulets, that run through the
moft dark Caverns of Natures hidden Myfteries,
and by degrees fiream forth into thofe clear and
Chriftaline Waters, that open unto us the nature
of all created Beings.

Ah! then what great Pitty is it, that fo ufe-
ful and profitable a Science fhould be fo flighted,
contemned and neglefted ( by reafon of the dif-
ficulty of its fearch) and that even by men, that
are qualified with outward Aquirements; feeing
that by it is to be difcerned, as Sandivogius faith,
the growth and wirtue of Creaed Beings,

The many Clafhings that often happen about
thefe Heads, T am very apt to think, proceed meer-
ly from the Nen-knowledge of this Fountain 3 for
many are apt to form their own Jdeas of things,
{o that Phanfy is become the Foundation  of too
: Gk i much
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much Theory extants but I would have no Theo-
1y farther efteem’d, than as it is pradtically De-
monftrable, that fo the Water might be drawn
from the Fountain’s-Head, and not from the By-
Rivers of Tradition, which never was, never will
be confirmed by Experience.

There are too many, who in the fubje& Mat-
ter of this Art, efteem of their own Notions and
Conceptions, as Naaman did of Abanz and Phar-
par, the Rivers of Damuféus, faying, Are they not
better than the Waters of Jfrael? when the Pro-
phet Elifpz bid him, go down feven times into
the River of Fordar to walh and be cleanfed of
his Leprofy; this feemed too low, too mean for
him 3 for “tis faid, he was wroth and
went away, and faid, 7 thoughr the  So'isour Sub-
Propher would furcly come outro me, F% i m?‘;“
and fond, and call on the Nume of o b Liok Mo
the Lord his God, and firike bis band  tions of the Pro-
ouer the place, and cure vhe Lepers cefs-mongers; for
mot confidering that great Miraclé :Ml‘lﬁﬁré e
of its being performed by Simpleé {hould 1 reveal
Water, nor knowing the Type of i, asIhavedone
the Water of Fordar, which figni- © fome, they
fies the River of Judgment, thro' | ;;;frgéaf‘;
Which true cleanfing comes, it be- it
mg a Type of a more excellent full-
nefs. But however, he was prevailed npon by
his Servant, who faid unto him, My Fatker, if
the Propber bud bid thee do fome greater thing, wouldeft
thou w0t have done it s how much more then, when be
faith 1o thee, wafh and be clean: Now Naaman be-

g prevailed upon accordingly did it, and was
cleanfed,

This'T Inftance to fhew what a great efteem
many have of their own Conceptions, as alfo that
the fame Spirit of Ambition remains this day,
elpecially in thofe, whofe Head is fil’d with the

Bg 1deas
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Jjdeas of things, although they may prove meer
dotage in Praftice, as Naaman's would: Nay,
what if T fhould fay, that there are too too ma-
ny, that are Elevated to a far greater degree of
Self-conceitednefs, than he was, and fo are not to

be prevailed upon by men of an inferiour Rank 5

neither durft we ufe that familiar Language to
them, as his Servant did to him, although advi-
{ed to their own Intereft. Verily this feems to
me a principal Reafon, why the Leprofy of Error
in this Art remains fo vifible at this day.

And although (as before inftanced ) we have a
cloud of witnefles on Record, concerning the ve-
rity of this Art, and Nature’s Caholick Fountain
and Spermy-Water, that generates all things in the
Fire, Air, Water and Earth, and principally by
the aélivity of the two attive Elements, vifible to
the eyes of all Meny yet to fpeak of the Art of
Tranfmutation is a very ridiculous thing, and the
very name of Alehymy counted a Chimers, and
the Students thereof ("if they hit not the Nail
on the Head the firft or fecond blow ) aré drawn
forth with a black Coal of Infamy : fuch little
confider with what difficulty and hardthip many
of the Ancients poffcfled it before us, and through

a great field of Errors obtained the Truth. Nay, #

they fay that all erred in the beginning, and fo
leave it as a Caution, that the true Labourer
Thould 'not be difheartned, though he do Err,
. for errando’ difcimus, by erring .we learn.

But hoping that thefc lines may fall info the
hands of {ome, who may not only have a fence of
what T here Write, but alfo a fellow-fecling of
my painfull and indefatigable Labours, as knowing
that the Art is not obtained at. once, but by

feps 3 and therefore will with me pitty the Ig=3 :

norance of the rath and hafty Procefs-monger,

and alfo {mile at fuch before mentioned, whotils.

dam
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dam up to themfelves this Fountain, which is fo open,
1o free, fo general that moft Men have it, and know
it, even that fubjeét Matter, from whence the Wife-
men obtained their Knowledge : And although ’tis
thus open and free, yet I am very apt to think,
that it will remain as a Fountain fealed, while
the man of fin thus remains, and the work of
Regeneration and Reftoration is fo little known.
But paffing by this and much more of the like
mature that might be faid, I fhall come more im~
mediately to the matter in hand, which is to
to fhew that this Subject contains all the Ele.
aments, and all the principles in a fingle and come
pound manner ; for as it bhath its Eaffern Magner,
O Chalybs found in the belly of dries, which is
@ true Sulphureous Fire, coagulating § and ri-
pening  the Compound s fo hath it its Weftern o
ﬁma in the belly of Libra, where the feale of
jaftice is, for it cafteth off all Corruptions; here
g?xuﬁ thy Tent be pitched and fettled too, if e-
¥er thou intend to fee the Flux and Reflux of
his Fountain or Sea, and I doubt not; but I
dhall {ufficiently difcover in thefe Writings, and
lliew the Sons of Wifdom, that I am not wholy
iBtorant of the Myfteries of the Andent Philo-
fphers, though as yet but a Tyro, being mot in
ill Poffcffion, and ’tis ufual for fuch to fpeak more
Plain in any Science than a crafty Mafters there-
f0fc mayeft thou perhaps find, that in thefe fheets,
Which  thou may'ft not be able to gather from
@il the voluminous writings of the Ancients Ex-
tant, defigning it as a Journal of my Philofophi-
@l Theory and Pradtice,

iHaving already plainly pointed forth the Mat-
#€6, I hall now come to lay down fome Rules by
Which the Nature and Qualities of jt may be the
Better difcerned ; in. order thereunto, the firft
suing that I fhall offer is as follows, ftating it
S8 an infallible Maxim in Philofophy, = Thar if ever
W - the
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the Artifp expects to obtain an Univerfal Medicine,
ir muff be in, by and from fuch a fubjedt, as bath
not only all the particular forms of Mineral Salts and
Sulphurs, as may by the band of an Arvift eafily be
demonftrated 5 bur alfo the Metallick omes too, toge-
ther with the general form of Light, Hear, Motion
and Afiral virtue, from whence the perfelt Metals
receive their Beaury and Durability, even from an
oyly and lightfome vapor of Salt, Sulphwt mmd Mer-
cury, by which the parvicular body of Salt and Sul.
phur is Animated, Enlive’d, Purtfied ard Exalred, &
alfo truly Opew’d, fo as to caft our all its corrupred
Defilements, and to be brought to a natwre wholly
Univerful, by the Magnetick virtue of owr PWeftern
Mercury,

This is the true beginning and foundation of
our Arty for’tis impoffible for any thing to give |
that, which it felf hath not, and therefore can-
not be attributed to any particular Species whats
foever, but to the great Fountain of Nature, e-
ven that Catholick Salt, Sulpbur and Mercury, whence
all things derive, in fecondary Caufes, their life|
and multiplicative virtue.

And to deferibe it more plainly, it is living
Fumes, both Male and Female ; the Male is a dry
and fulphureous Earth, naturally and artificially
prepar'd both fimple and compound 5 the Female
is a moift and living Vapour, a fpermatick and

feedy water, and the whole a myftical Emblem offf" “c

the ancient Vapour, Myft, Hyle or Chaos, whence
the World by the ftupendous Art of the great
Artificer, even the Almighty God, was firft formeg
eds for in its Womb is contained the firft Eng
of allmatural Forms, yet unfpecificated: This was
from the foundation of 'the World, and will be
to the end thereof, the true and right begins
ning of this Myftical Science.
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'l Now the firft neceflary Apparitions that are
Y conflituted and do appear from the firft Chas in
Separation are the Elements, v7z. A {uperior Sper-
my-water, and an inferior Saline ons, which is
Air and Water s Earths, Red and White, and a
fixed Vitriolick Salt, and fharp Vinegar; thefe
contain Earth and Fire. Now the Inferior Wa-
tets being putrified and feparated from a Coagu-
lating, Arfenical, Poifonous Salt, and united with
its matural Spoufe the Salt of the Earth, then by
Diftillation and Sublimation purified from a poi-
| lonous Fume and Corrofive fixed Salt, which con-

flitutes a fecond Apparition in order to a. For-

mation of the body natural, which is an Union
of the three Earths with the Spermy-water, and then

| adding the firft Menftruum or Fire, wig. the Vi-
| neger and Mercury fublimate, produce, by means
of our Fire, by Digeftion, out of the United Wa-
ters, the firft body of Earth and Fire, in whofe
Womb is contained the firft receptacle of Tin-
For mark it well, our Fire is Sulphureous,

Y€ a living and volatile Earth, purified from all
Watry aquacity and earthy Eaces, and by fabli-
mation brought to that eftate that anfwers the

Attift's end, even to heat and warm the cold
ad feminine Matrix of Mercury, making it na-
tirally to throw off its Defilements. This is a

Waer and yet a Fire, and Luke-warm Afbes,

& Green Lyon, ¢ Houfe and Habitation of Tiniture,

Governor of our Baths that White, that Lumar

Egrth, which to this day from the foundation of
the World hath remained undifcovereds this is

tfot and dry water which was prepared by

@1, by whofe advice Fafon charm’d the Dra-

@S of the Hefperian Gardens: And as it is the
Governor of the Bath, and the Conqueror of the

\450ns, fo by it alone the oyl of the Lamp is
B¥ernd Clibanically, and without this heat the
- | At muft fight a long time; the reafon is

fhewn by Sandivogiys, who fays, That Nature mak;s
i the
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the. Metals of Mercury ajone by long. decoftion, bug
Artvadds a ripe Sulphur, which makes a great gbbres\ Rz
vigrion:of - the Work. ~For although ’tis a bodyy
yet ’tis volatile in the nature of a Spirit, fo that! i
it the more readily unites with Mercuries nimble
motion 3 this is a volatile Sulphur out of a volasl
tile Mercwy, which  carries on' the work to itsl
firft - Predeftination, in jorder to Perfettion. The'}
practice of it is, to unite the dry and moift, vigdhy: ¢
the Sulphurouns and Mercurial, and that in a Coms §ii
plicate, yet fimple Compound Nature, fc. in al
double dry and double moift Nature; the firfel§ s »
dryth is in the Earth Natural, the fecond in. thel
Earth and Fire Aitificialy the firft Meifture in
the united Inferior Waters, the {econd in the Air)
Now the moft dry and the moft moift are Male
and Female, which are ated by an Aétive Spirit,
which is in them all, but is only manifeft by the
Union and Rotation of Elements, by cafting’ of i}
Mineral Sulphur into a Vegetable Mercury, by which
they compleatly and perfeétly purge each other's
{o that the whole work is but a rarifying of Wa<
ter  into Air, and condenfing Air into Earth, and
to make; Spirits bodies, and bodies Spirits again,
which is effeéted by uniting the Centre. to the Cir=
cumference, and by boiling Fire in Water j for helf;
that knows not how to ‘weigh the Fire, that is tolf
fay, to know its true Powdus in the Compofitionf
of Bodies, as alfo to meafure the Wind,  or ra-f
ther know that Power that holds the Wind o, ;
Air in its fift, fhall never know the right begin-fi..
ning ' and pradtice in ‘our Philofophy, which inf,
plain Terms is in the Balance of Librz; - for asi
the right fcale holds the weight of Fire, fo doth
the left the weight. of ' Air, grafping and feparas . -
ting the pure Air from the crude, which crudef:
Air-muft never gointo: the Work; for naturelf ;.
throws that off; as.a wvoluntary vomit, | being thel.
moft wild and uncondeniible fume in the: wholéf
World.. « That adufy- Sulpbur contained in the ‘comsis

buftible fu
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biftible Oyl, which was youito diftil or fublime;
and [eparate a Feces like Lamb-blackgfrom it, yet
it availes not as to our work, for nature alone
muft perform it, for the feparation of the pure
from the impure is not by hands, but to be done
by the ftone of Fire; thus I have fhewn in the
firk Work what muft be feparated and what muft
remain; which brings me to the fecond Menfiruum
or Elixir,

The principal way to attain to this is by the
knowledge of the Green Lyon, which is that un.
dean Menftruum, in the true preparation of which
the whole Art confifts 3 for in his Bowels alone
15 that fire, which is the key of the whole My-
flery, ‘and according to Ponmtanus, ’tis equal, ‘tis
mitleral, ‘tis convinual, and evaporaves wos unlefs too
twuch ftirred up 5 now this too much ftirring of him
up isa violent breaking of the Veflel, Houle or
Habitation, but if thou fhall be fo rafh, - he may
by the force of his ftink at' once knock thee downjs
0 Elamel fays, The force of bis flink is able to
kil every thi g living 5 but adds, that the Philofo-
pler fmells nor shis fink, excepr be breaks bis Vef-
fiwhich breaking of the Veflel is the fame with
Fmanus’s too much ftirring up of the Fire, by
which'it evaporares and flies away 3 for as the

¥, contains the receptacle of the Golden Tin-
re; o doth this that of the Lunar onej and
dthough both the Mercury and the Gold grow
Upiogether, and the body is calcined and made
bladk and nnétuous, yet thefe two have no funda-
mental Union in all the time of the flight of the
kagles, ‘which are {even or nine, for all this while
the Gteen-Lyon is predominant, and all this while
e chiefeft colour that doth predominate, is black-
W5 for in this colour only is contained the
IS Roya) Diadem, and the Magicians, Sol, Lune
Mercury,  For you muft know that Laton
MEShe whiten'd before it is taken out of its
Womb,
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Womb, for when ripe "twill give thee not only "

a Lunar, byg alfo-a Solar Oyl

The Philofophers fay, the whole work is but tg 1

extraél the Water from the Earth, and to return|
it to the Earth again; buf in thefe words therd
is fomnething very Myfterioufly to be underftood
For if the Water or Spirity that is putrified in the
Earth be not cooled by cafting it into the Wate

and Air, by which ’tis cleanfed, ’tis incapacitated

to return to the Body; for as the {ublimation Ar
tificial carries off an Hydropical Water and filthy
Earth, fo doth this natural purifie the matrix of
Mercurial Water in which “tis fown, making if
likewife to caft forth a filthy Earth and Hydro:
pical Water alfo. This is Artepbius's:body that coa
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gulates the Water into drinefs, as Runner doth Cheefey,

out of the body inthe Mter y the body: being pu
ged by Vinegar and Salt, and our fiery. Dragon b
the ‘juice of the vegcétable Satwrniz, they may. a

gain be united by the Medium of our dry Water o
Philofophical Fire, FlamePs firft Agent or Peace
maker: Bafils Sal' Armoniack, which in page K50
of bis Elucidation, he fo much magnifies, biddin
thee not to defpair of obtaining, and telling the
that it comes out of the Mine of old Saturs,

Hence thou maift eafily difcern that there muf
be Mediums between the hot and the cold, th

dry and the moift; and is alfo the union between),

the volatile and the fixed; for the body being
formed in the Water by a: body Spiritual, anda

Spirit . Corporal, or out of a vitriolick Water}:

and a Sulphureous Fume, they mix per Minima, in
the Sulphureous Earths: But if they are not' pers
formed gradually, the body will lofe its Magnes|
tick Vertue, and fo will never be able to return|
to a Spirit againj for if the body is not endus
ed with a powerful attralive Virtue, it can neves
be Animated; and if the Cegleftial Spiric be' not

th
i
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pure, the body will not retain it to profit, for
they are nourifhment one to t}gc _Other; the:
body fixing the Spirit, and the “Spirit exalting:
the body with Celeftial Virtue, nay, that Cele-
flial airy life by which it was ( although after a
more {imple manner ) firft formed, fo that here
thou maift obferve, That that body is moft heaithy
and durable, which is nourifhed and enliven'd by
the more fimple food, fo called, as proceeding
from the firft Ews of its own Being, fo is that
Spirit that remains in its own habitation wuntil
fipe s for it is that only, which gives firength to
our Philofophical Babe, fo as to bring it to an
Hero-like ftate of force and firength fufficient ro
diffolve the body: For the White and Female Dove
will firft afcend, and that will go down and fetch
ap the Male, for ’tis hy Regeneration and new
Additions of Water, Spirit and Fire, that our
third and Permanent Menftruum is brought forth,
Mhich is a white and incombuftible Oyl, taken
Mben ripe as a Kernel out of the Shell,

Here thou maift conceive {1 mean as to the
Odtward ) that myfierious Doétrine of Regenerati-
003 for the firft Body after it is bronght forth,
it muft be brought down to Death, by the Wa-
8€f and Spirit of the Primz Maseria, and then it is
Hiled a more glorious one; for doubtlefs fince the
fall, the whole Creation groans under -the hon-
fiage of Corruption, as faith the Scripture: For
duality being enter'd, it brings with it its impu-
fities, and therefore may be aptly faid, there is a
Bady, that is from the Earth, Earthly 3 fo there
B3 Spirit, that is more Celeftial and Pure, For

‘takes off the Adamical Corruptions, I mean,
the effefts of the curfe for Man’s Tranigreffion,
Wercfore muft the Body, like Nagman the Afyri.
#be cleanfed of its Leprofy, by going feven
imes down into the Cabaliftical River of Fordan 5
SOEaccording to Artephins, the bard and dry bodies

muft
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wiuft bé pur into the Water once for all, that is to
fay, there muf} be no fre(h matter, yet there muft
be freh Wate! and Spirit, yea and Sulphureous
fire toos for he alfo adds, That in vheir Vinegas

of Mountains, there is one of Anrimony, another Zf

Mercury fublimed, which adds vo the: body both Weight
Colour and Tindure, for ’tis the Spiritual Seed of
this firft Male, that caufes' a Fermentative virtue
in the Water, therefore if it tranfmutes {fo much
crude; what will it do when ripe.

For this Operation in the Elixir is a reiteras
ted diffolving of the body into Water, and hath
a volatile and fixed part, which Flamel compares
to two Dragons, one with and the other without
Wings ¢ The fixed Dragon is Sulpbur, and the vo-
latile Dragon is Argent wive, bore up in the Wind,
one half draws downward and exalts Sulphur, the
other half ‘upward and exalts Mercury ;3 now by
this circular Motion an incombuftible and ' perma-
nent Sulpbur is exalted. - Hence ’tis clear to con-
ceive why the Veffel muft not be open'd till ripe,
nor the Fire go out by the Veflel you may un-
derftand that of Earth, and by the Fire the Spi-
rit, which alfo hath its Neft, to wit, the Bloodz
For in this Neft are feven or nine Eggs, which
Neft if broken, you never will hatch the Chickens 3
for this Mercurial Water hath Power, not only to
carry the Corruption from the circumference, but
alfo when truly exalted to feparate the fame from

the centre.

*Tis indeed no wonder that this Celeftial Spi-
rit or Spiritual Mercurial Vapour fhould fo cleanfe
thofe' places through which it paffes, as to tran-
flate from a Natural to a Supernatural State; fees
ing ’tis the Celeftial Spirit, that gives luftre and
durability to all things.
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Therefore ( as Sandivogius faith ) the greater
Quantity of Vapour paffes through the Minergl Earth,
ahe more is it cleanfed and firred for perfelt Genery-
tign, which plainly points forth not only the f{uccef-
five fublimation into Spirit, but alfo a condenfati-
o of the faid Spirit on the Body again: For as
the Gold is dead, the Mercury is alive, and by this
Animation the body is made living and exalted,
85T may properly fay by opening and fhutting of
the Chaos; &c. by meats of our living Sulpbur Mer-
cury is Coagulated, and Laton or the body of Gold
exalted,

This Lunar Sulphar doth exalt not only the Mer-
oury Simplex, but alfo Duplicatus 3 for *tis the chaft
Digna, born upon the Ifland Delos, which will be
Midwife to her Mother Zatond to bring forth Apof-
Io3 for tis his own Arrows by which the Water of
the Deluge is in part dryed up, and the Serpent
Python killed 5 'tis indeed the Philofophers fire e-
qual to the Sun, that putrifies the Compound and
difpoles §o7. Now by So? you muft underftand the
fited Body, which as yet hath no wunion with the
Spirit, and therefore will part with its fiery Dra-
g™, as Water will {eparate from Land, the virtue
Of which Sulphur the Spiritual Mercury will attraél
and make it Quinteffential, and prepare the Soul
for the Redemption of its Body, which is perform-
ed by the twofold Zaybeth, fc. the Spiritus Mundi
and Luxar Sulphur, which is volatile, and {pends
Its firength in Conjunétion with the Sun, and
therefore muft fhe every Month have her Light re-
Bewed s and here the Philofophers are ealy to be
underftood, when they fay, their Water is more of
Kinto the Sun than to the Moon, becanfe, it ftands

Al B near Affinity to the Body, and would, if the

0d were feparated, hecome one with an infepa-
Table Unity ; by this you may know according to
Arseplius, that the Operation is truly Philofophi-
@l3 for although the body is calcined and made
41 C black
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black and unétuous, yet muft it retain its magne-
tick Virtuey for whoever fhall be fo vain, as to
think to perfeét the great Elixir, and fees not his
Earth endued with this Property, is certainly in
an Erroneous way, and muft begin again: For as
the blood hath affinity to the Mercurial Water,
fo hath that Water to the Body ; for according to
Bafilius, the fixed blood of the Red "Lyon hath its
Original and Confanguinity from the unfixed blood
of the Green-Lyom, therefore are they near of
kin, and will unite by bare digeftion, by the addition
of our Sulpbureous Fire, Vineger or Saline vitriolick
Water and Mercury f(ublimate. For thus the Sun
and Moon muft be in Conjunétion to abfolve per-
fect Generation, which is done by fucceffive Anima-
tions, Cohobations and Rotationss for this Rea-
fon the body is often liquified in the Water, for
the Tinfture comes not out all at once, but by
degrees, and ftill ripens farther and farthers for
though the two firft Meuftruums do exalt and ge.
nerate the body, and in good part purify it, yet
have they not power to make a radical Diffoluti-
on, as doth our third perfeét and permanent Men-
Sftruuwm, which is a Mercurial Oyl, which diffolves
Sol, as Ice in warm Watery for it is the mo-
ther of So/, from whence §o/ was Generated, and
therefore it diffolves it in the prefervation of Form,
and germinative Virtue, which no other thing in
the world will do.

Now T fhall no longer deter thee from the
knowledge of this third Menftruum or Fire, mark
well what I fay : Tt is drawn out of the fecond,
as Spirit from Blood, or according to Trevifan as
Oyl our of Water, which is gyoth out of the Elixirg
and according to- Arrephius, ‘tis their, Mercury drawn
from she Vitriolick Caverns avd Red Servant. The
Philofophers Water of May-dew, their invifible and
Divine Water, which is not feen till the Artift
pleafe, which muft not be till it become a };ea-

X
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feét fruit, call'd Virgins Milk, without which there
is o profitable fecret, either in Alchymy or Tranf:
mutarion,

.. In vain therefore do the many pretenders in Al-
ckymy boaft of their diffolving Waters er Menftruums,
as they call them, for they have little proficiency in
this Science, till Gold and Silver is made irreduci-
ble, and fo its Light and Tinéture multiplied, fo
as to communicate it to others, which can never be
effected, but by the true knowledge of this Foun-
tain, from whence Light, Life and Tin&ure proceed,
as being that only Catholick, and Univerfal Spirit,
that forms bodies, and fupplies them with the afore-
cited properties when formed ; and that thou maift
the better know it, I tell thee, it hath not only
this property in the Mineral Kingdom, but in the
Vegetable and Animal alfo, which are not the pro-
perties of vulgar Mercury, whatever Sophifters think
in their fophifticating Procefles and filly Amalgama-
tions, but the Gemeral Mercury, that nourifhes all
things : For although every Claffis, and every par-
ticular body hath its own feed, by which its like
1 produced; yet the All-wife Creator hath ordained,
that they all fhould be nourifhed by one Spirit.

' "Tis upon this very Account; viz. its Univerfali-
ty, that (T make no doubt) it is faid, Adam brought
it olit of Paradife ; for if in the Generation of Man
the vital power hereof fhould not aét its Office,
the Seed could never be brought to its Perfeétion 3
dnd as in Generation, fo doth it likewile lend its
did for continual Nourithment and Prefervation.
For as Sandivogius fays, No mortal can live witbout it 5
this is that which gives greennefs to Lawrel, a new
life, T mean, the Multiplicative one to every Species,
Permanency to Gold, and by its Starry-fire a luftre
t0 pretivus Stomes, and when Concentrated, Exal-
ted and Prepared, Malleability to Glafs 3 concern-
g which vou have a notable account m‘2 a famous
¢ c 2 Artift,
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Artift, who, in the Reign of Tiberius Cafar; caufe-
lefly Joft his favour, or rather for the doing of that,
which by others was counted impoffible, viz. the re-
froring a Porticu at Rome, for the which neverthelefs
he was ‘banifhed the City, &, This Artift imploring
his Pardon, prefented Tiberius with a Glafs, which,
whilft he craved his Pardon, the faid Tiberins threw
againft the ground, and being bruifed and crufh’d
together, but not broken, the Artift by an Hammer
brought it to its former fhape 5 "whergupon Cafar
asked him, Whether any befides himfelf underftood
this Secret? He replyed, No. Where upon he
commanded his Head to be ftruck off, faying, That
if the Art of Malleable Glafs thould be praétifed, it
wonld make Gold and Silver but cheap and inconfi-
derable things, vid. Wan's Hiftery of Man.

This Spirit or rather the Soul and fiery virtue of
this univerfal Matter ftands in Harmony with the
great World, and confequently is the foundation of
that, which is called, the Sophi’s perpetual Morion g
and the Permanent Su/pbur of this will give a Tranf-
cendant luftre to Copper, and makeit, as in Scrip-
ture is mentioned, as pureas Gold. There is a fiery
Power in it, that will fix common Mercury, and a
Golden and fiery Sulpbur, which the Philofophers fay,
is the Water of the colour of Fire, mentioned in the
Maccabees, which was hid in a Pitt, and being taken
out burned on the Altar, and the fame with that gi-
ven by the Angel for Efdras to drinks

From hence I am well fatisfied, all the natural
Magick, fo highly efteemed by the Jewifth Cabala,
and Chriftian Sephi, had its rife and foundation, and
I will diftinguith it thus: The Divine Part, which
was for expounding the Law, received by the hand
of Mofes, as alfo the Prophets, did flow from the
unfpeakable fountain of God’s inexhauftible fullnefs
by the Revelation of the Divine Spirit; and the pas
tural doth flow from Natures Catholick Spirit, which

being
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being rightly underftood, expounds all the Myfte
ries, couched in Tropes, Metaphors, and dark Anig-
matical Speeches, contained in the Philofophers Writ-
ings ; fo that it may eafily be conceived, why this
Att remains at this day o bidden, and by {o few
obtained : For Man’s natural Wit, Learning, Arts
and Parts, are all too fhort 5 it muft come by hard
Labour, guided by an Illuminated underftanding,
for which reafon fome have faid Dii fuz Bona venduns
Laboribus,

For this Realon, Reader, hath this Univerfa] Spi-
it been fo highly efteemed in all Ages, tho in its
firft Formation 'tis (6 Spiritual, that it is almoft in-
yifible and untangible, yet it muft be nourifhed in the
arms of its Nurfe, till brought of fuch ftrengch, as
1ot only to cure fick and imperfe& Metals, but alfo
fo reftore Man’s body to perfeét Sanity, and is a
fure help to the needy, while in the valé of Mifery.
But more of this in Mercuries Caduge Rod.

Therefore (O Reader) flight not the Antiquity of
this Myftery, nor this Epiftle 3 for what I have here
written is a Doétrine, as ancient as Philofophy it
felf: For they all afirm with one Mouth the Office
of the Univerfal Spirit in making the grand Medi.
tifie, and that by a gradual progreffive Motion, al-
tho' in this Work *tis Retrogradation, or a reitera-
ted Reincrudation of the body, asd a Congelation
of the Spirit; in which A& the earthly Feaeces, and
Watry Aquacity is caft off, and fo of a cold and moyft
Hature is made hot and warm, even the permanent
fite of bodies, from whence proceeds tke Chryftalline
lake of the wife Men, and all thefe both A&ive and
Pafiive arife from one matter; for the matter is one
thing, containing an Emblem of all things, mean
dad contemptible to outward appearance, efpecially
10 thofe who know not its inward virtues, And the
Afkients did not Err, when they faid ’tis found in a

Mnghil, and that *twas caft away as a thing of little
2 C value,
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value, and therefore did they write of the fmallnefs of
its coft.

But now the cale isalter’d, experience makes men
wifer; for in fome parts of the World the general
crude matter is become a Manufaétory, although the
true and fimple matter is obtained jwith difhiculty.
This I fhall pafs by, and come to Explain what may
be underftood by the veffel in which this great Medi- Qi
cine is prepared 3 for to bring it to its perfeétion, e
there muft be adapt and proper Inftruments, &e.

*Tis true, T am not nnfenfible, that there isa vul= oV
gar notion of thofe, who take the Philofophers words fhe)
according to the litteral fence, That ’tis a thing of
{mall charge, and may from the beginning to the end
be wrought in one Veffel ; but this is a myfterious
Knot, and one of the.greateft Riddles, that is con- | 4.y
tained in their Writings, as hath been confirmed to e
me by woeful Experience 3 and therefore am bold to :
affirm, that 'tis fo difficult to be underftood, if taken
jn the vulgar Senfe, as if it fhould bea veffel of Earth o
or Glafs, they fhall never fee the perfeflion of the ¢
Magiftery. '

But in Commiferation to the true Defirers of na- :
tural verity, 1 have already fufficiently fhewn to a I
Son of Wifdom, what is to be underftood by the Vef-
fel and Fires I ‘hall yet further add, that by the
Veflel is underftood the Philofophers Earth, which
muft be calcined, that its Golden Seed may be ex-
trafted, which being perform’d you have a ripe
Seed, which will foon reward the Artift. Now this
Seed can't be extraéted but by an Homogeneous Mez-
firuum, to wit, our third fire, which fire likewife
muft not go out of its veffel of blood, until it have
ftrength to withftand the Fire and the Water, tho’
it may far fooner be taken out of its Veflel than the
body, yetit muft not be oper’d in lefs than three
Eagles, according to Philalerbes, or five Months time, |

- § Flamels §
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Flamel's time of blackne(s; for if you do, experience
fhews that you deftroy the life and can do no more
with that Chaos 3 for by putrifaétion only is Genera-
tion and Separation of Impurities, and that you may
fot be ignorant where they are feparated, I have
fhew'd chat all muft be weighed in the Mercurial Ba-
lance of Libray for there is the Sword and Scale of
Jultice, and its due weight here is of the greateft
Confequence in. the whole Work; for as Mercury hath
its helm of Sulphur to Steer and Govern the Work, fo
hath Sulpbur its Receiver 3 fo that I may boldly af-
fert in the moft ftriCteft fenfe of Philofophy, we have
two Veflels, without the cxaét knowledge of which,
the Magiftery will never be effe€ted 3 nay, Sandivo-
gim laith, That Narure hath but one, bur for brevisies
Jake we ufé two, which Philaletbes in his Comment on
him, calls the one the Star of Mars and Vemus, and
the other Mercury of the Philofophers: Nay, I may
add a third, vz, our fiery Furnace or Magnet found
inthe belly of 4ries, which by its Lurar nature is
the canfe of the Calcination of the body, and confe-

?euently of the flowing of Radical Moifture; but I
ar I have already tran(grefled the filence of Pytha-
goras, and fo have incurr’d upon me the Curfes of
the Philofophers, for fo plainly opening the door of
Hermes's myftical Temple, 8e,

But as I ufe not other Mens words, nor run in the

eam of vulgar Errors in protefting what is utterly
flle, [0 neither fhall I write or deliver any thing,
that is difagreeing to the Law of verity in the na-
tural and artificial Procefs, {0 as to expofe known
and willful untruths to the World. But for the un-
deceiving of thetrue Defirer, in Bowels of true Com-
patfion, I do further boldly affert in the face of all
Mankind, that as to Chymical Veffels of Gla or
Earth it requires many, much coft and confiderable
Pamns, whatever ignorance may conceive to the con-
thary : For the Crude matter yields but {mall quan-
tity of pure Seed, fo that confiderable quantitics are
: C 2 required
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required for Diftillation, and confequently conveni-
ent Veflels ; others for Calcination and Sublimation $
others for evaporating the vitriolick Salts ;3 others
for making the Vinegar and Mercury fublimate 3 o-
thers for preparing of our Sulphureous Fire, the
Luke-warm Afhes, and Fiery Furnace, which is the
begining of Pontanuss fire, and manifefts that Cele-
Hia] Spirit, which Pontanus (aith is taken elfewhere
than from the matter, andas I have faid is the Go-
verner of our Bath; for by it the Oyl of the Lamp
is govern’d Geometrically, for the vegetable Sarur-
724 doth embrace the pure part of the Satwrniz Mi.
#erafe, and fo throws off thofe black Feces; that hin.

it the otherwife refplendent Whitenes, and fo -

confequently by means of this Sulphur our Mercury
is Hermaphroditical. But as my defign is chiefly to
touch at the three Fires, I fhall now fpeak a few
words concerning that fire, which muft not go out,
v#2. the Philofophical Spirit or Fire, contained in
the blood, which muft remain there till well dige-
fted and ripe ; for after the firft Diftillation there
will feparate a blood-red Oyl which is a noble Me-
dicine, {o that when they fpeak of the fire that muft
1ot go out, they mean not the Culinary one, for
that neceffarily after every Operation muft go out ;
but the internal one, even thit fharp Spirit or Fire,
which caufes putrifaétion in the whole Compound.

Thus having fhewn them the Vefltls and Fires,
tho’ I have thwarted the Opinion of thofe, who af~
fert, thatone Veflel is fufficient, being well fatisfied
that fuch underftand not the Philofophers Writings,
but according to the found of words; for which rea-
fon their Operations ever have and always fhall re-
main Erroneouys, &¢,

I fhall now come to unfold another Myftery con-
cerning the Seal of #ermes, which fome think to be
only the exatt clofing and fealing of a Glaf by a Char-
toai or Lamp-fire 5 when as the Philofophers Her-
it i ‘ metical
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metical Seal is, the fealing of the form in the belly
of the Matter, or the mother in the belly of the In-
fant; which Infant (as Artephius hath'it) is but
lately brought. forth. For as to the nipping and
fealing of a glafs to me is of little Confequence, for
great part of the Operations is wrought in open Vefs
{cls, that {o the External or Mineral fume may the
better pals off, efpecially in the work of Nature 3
although in the work of Art, we do exaétly clofe our
Veflels, but not in fuch manner as is underftood by
sophifters.  But as to this point I have alfo faid .
mough, and more than ever was faid before, and
therefore fhall pafs it by, feeing, the Sons of Wik
dom will underftand it Elfentifically and Praétically
10 that I do not write for Tnformation of Sophifters,
fich T mean, as by their metallick Mixtures deftroy
Nature ; but cannot exalt her, whether they work
i Crude Mercury, amalgam’d with the ftellified Re-
gulus of Anvimony, and again reviv'd: Or with vul-
gar Sof and Luna, or any of their corrofive Diffoly-
tions, which makes no radical Solution. As alfo
their procefs of Vitriol, Dew, Snow, Rain-water,
Haman breath, ¢, which I know ( by woful expe-
tience ) to be the work of Sophiftry, and all vain
and fruitlefs, as not knowing our Gold nor its birth,
milich lefs our Mercury, by which it is exalted. For
#the Gold is noble, fo doth the mother (or Mer-
diry ) far more excel in Nobility, Excellency and
Yaiverlality, But this T fhall pafs by, and fhew thee
$h3E Salt prepares Sujphur, and Salt and Sulpbur pre-
pates Mercury, and Mercury diffolves Sof. But fecing
tis Art is clothed with many Difficulties, I fhall
#OW come to touch in general concerning them, = °

As to the Difficulties, they are fo many, that it
WO0Uid require to fill a Volumn to deferibe them all,
Eﬁfﬁ, 35 to the knowledge of the true matter,
¥bich is the very foundation of a true beginning,

3%gid'y, the true manner of operating in that mat-
ter; for many have known the matter, et never
% Bcen
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been able to effeét the Magiftery. Others that have
been more conftant minded, have waded through a
flood of Difficulties, as inftance, Fobn Pontanus, who
erred 20w times, before be could obtain the true map-
tery and the right operation thereon, although ke knew
the marser in general.  As alfo Flamel labour'd 21
years in his Broileries,and three years/or thereabouts)
before he knew the firft Agent 3 likewife the Author
oi the Kleine Bawer, to wit, Fobames alias Cartilg=
ceuss who fays, he waded through many Ditficul-
ties, and with great hardfhip obtained it, as his
Labours extant plentifully witnefs, Likewife that
famous Count Bernbard Treves, who is faid to have
been debarred three years after the knowledge of
Requifites. Many more might be reckon’d, but I
thall pafs them by, feeing their Books extant do plen-
tifully witnefs the fame 5 and let the vain pretenders
and foppith conceited ones know, that the Magiite-
1y is mot fo eafily perfeéted, as they imagin, nor
for fo fmall a charge ; for if you muft by experi-
ence come  through this difficult and darkiome
Wood ( to wit, by Trials, all which require conve-
nient Furnaces, Glaffes, Coals and hard Labour for
many years together ) it muft for certain exhauft
confiderable fums of Money, as doubtlefs the Anci-
ents did before us in their many Trials, whatever
they are pleas’d to write concerning the fmallnefs of
the charge. I fhall inflance my own experience
now in thefe 16 years, fince I have known fomething
of this matter, during which time T have exhau-
fted many hundreds of pounds, more than 1 fhall
name 3 the work being very difficult to be fearched
out, in that it contains many parts, various Mer-
ftruums and Fires, which if a Man fhould know one
or two, and not the wholé, he is fill tor feek, to per-
fect the defignin the end. For he muft not be im-
perfeét in one Operation, that is required in the
Magiftry, if ever it is perfefted. And in this cafe
it requires the whole Man, and where a Family is
tp be maintain’'d, how foon is a confiderable fum of

Money
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Money exhaufted ? Tt is well faid of the Author of
Sanguts Natur e, where he fpeaks concerning Philo-
fophafters, * Who perfwade themfelves, that the
©Tinéture may be made with a very little pains in
%one Veflel, one Furnace, with one external Fires
#¥and fo deceive with themfelves many others. But
% et thele high nos'd Scoffers know, that the Phi-
% Jofophers Stone is a thing of higher Moment than
%they imagine; for it is a difficult thing, and of
#tdeep fearch to be underftood, and of great labour
%o be accomplifhed, which they with me would
®acknowledge, if they apprehended the Operati-
“ons of Nature., But to what purpofe are many
# words, ©¢, i

" The Crude preparation of the matter, and the
‘matter it [elf is by the Philofophers couch’d in fi-
fence 3 yet the former is pointed forth undera Her-
tilean Labour, which to perfeét ( they fay ) life it
felf muft not be fpared. And alfo that ’tis in vain
for F4/om to go to Colchos, without Aleides, and that
by the help of Medez: Now Fafon is the Operator,
Hercules, the firength and power of an aftive Agent 3
‘Cojchos, the Earth of the Philofophers, which is to
be redeem’d.  Medea is deep Meditation, Inveftiga~
“tion, or in plain words, found Theory agreeable to
" pradtice, all which to underftand is no finall piece of
mto

And therefore I fhall thus candidly communicate

my painful Experience to thee, who defireft to be a

* Son of Wilom 5 nay, to fuch alfo which think, the
Magiftery is fo cafily prepared, to fee whether he
will find it fo, and the more efpecially, fince I have
gommunicated that openly and freely, which hath
\ femained fecret from the foundation of the World
3 having in plain and linear words defcribed the
whole Procefs, without any falfity or intermixtures,
" having adventur'd to do that, which none of the
S Philofophers ever did dare to do for fear of the curfes,
By or
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or otherwile in Envy, as well knowing the great
and eternal Being doth by his divine hand of Pro-
vidence preferve this fecret for fuch only, as he
hath ordain’d there unto; and fuch only are led by
the divine Arm unto the Altar of Hermes’s Temple.
So that the moft plaineft Writings, and ampleft
Truths will feem to fuch as are not chofen for tit,
the moft difficult and abfirufe or myfterious; as 1
am well fatisfied from the Converfation T have had
with Men of feveral Degrees in my Pilgrimage in
this World, where Difcourfes have arifen concerning
this Art,

As 1 hinted before, that I difcovered that which
never was difcovered, which drrephius fays, is not
lawful for any one to Name, much lefs to Write 3
which Sandivoging deth hint at, where he fays, * He
* hath written all things plain, excepting the
“ fhewing the way of Extracting the Saf Armoni-
“ack ( or Mercury of the Philofophers } out of
“ their Sea-water, and the ufe of it, which he di-
7eds to God or & Mafter, this being the very Dalila
of the Art. But ‘T have fhewn the Veffel of Air,
how the Mercurial Spirit is fortified and prepared
to join with the body; I have alfo fhewed the Me-
dium between the Body and the Soul, to wit, the
Lunar Fire, and that it is a Body Spiritual: For
that the Mercury muft be acuated with a Sulphur of
his own kind, that Spirit being the Fire that brings
on the work to its firft Predeftination, it being the
Univerfal and Ceeleftial Spirit, which one Author
calls a Spoon, where he fays, The Male and the Fe-
male muft be united ( he fays ) they muft have but
one Spoon to eat together 3 fo that the Male and

- Female may the better agree. But Flamel calls it
a Peace-Maker, or Apollo, the yellow Sum, that is to
foy, by ouwr Fire equal vo that 'of the Sun: And the
Author of Sal, Lumen and Spiritus Mundi alfo thew=
eth, That this’' Spirip is the caufe of Perfeition, as
being the Aftive Glug-of both Nutwres, to wit, b‘am’fi

aid
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b id Soul 5 and that Metals are perfelted by a threefold
Mercury, or fum Toral: The reafon be {hews, * be-
fganfe Nature produces not it felf, but in every
@ Operation there muft be fome Agent, and fome
“matter {ubjacent to the Aétion. And withal he

ints forth, that that Agent was Pontanus his Fire,
which all Philofophers have concealed, and kept un-
der Lock and Key, as the fole-ftearn of their Afti-
on, without which nothing can be perfeéted.

" Thus having fhewn the extrating of Sal Armo-
fitack, I fhall now come to f{peak of its ufe, which
ot only for exalting the body, but alfo to dif-
folve the fame, and that by the way of Generation,
"Tis true, there is a twofold Diflolution, Violent
and Natural, which Sandivogius intimates 3 and like-
Wile doth Bafilius Valentinus, where he faith, There
83 fhort way to bring it into its Prima Materia,
which is done thus: Take the known Mineral Spirit,
A Wwhich our Mercury, Sulpbur and Salt is fhus up, con-

: E{'ﬂg thas Philofophical Myftical Gold, and pour it upon

e calcined Tartar, as thou mayft read p. 168. of
bis Blucidation of the 12 Keys, therefore fhall omit
ite Only for the Information, that Tartar there
mention’d is notedmmon Tartar made from the Lees
0fWine ; but a fixed and genuine Tartar made from
Oir Saturnal Matter, which is properly the Tartar of
?gql'ol. And Paracelfys intimates this forcible dif-
oligion alfo, where he bids you diffolve the body
& By Visrio), Nitre and Sal Armoniac 3 which procefs 1
| Bave in meafure follow’d, and have feen a white in-
@mbuftible Oit : But being forcible, it carries not
that Excellency with it, as the natural Diffolution
doth, For, as Philaletbes faith, That where the Me-
talsare reduced by the help of Salts, isnot an uni-
¥erlal Diffolution ; therefore Bafl faith, Thatif Cor-
Wfives are us'd in the beginning, they muft be again
ﬁd off, for foarp things bure 5 and indeed they de-
0§ the fixednefs of the body, although by a skil
fillhand of the Artift they may exalt the Perina-

D nency
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riency of the Spirit. Birt it is a hazardous way;
and is called the breaking of the Egg, and hath #n
adherance to the preparation of the Alkabeft g
therefore (" as Philaletbes {ays ) it is an bundved times
more difficult than the Elixir, being done by force
and violent Fires, it is in danger of being loft. Lu-
dovicus de Comitibus intimates the fame, where he
fheweth the difference between the preparation of the
Liquor Alkabeft, and Mercury of the Philofopbers, thew=
ing, that the one is made by a fermentation of the
body, and bringing it into a Spirit, by which its
feminal virtue is deftroyed ; the other natural dif-
folution is, the fowing of Gold into its own Matrix 2
Well might Philalethes fay, that the Body or Sul<
phuris detrimented by the ufe of Salts 3 but I de-
figning (as foon as convenient ) to write a particu-
lar Treatife of the Ligwor Alkabeft, fhall omit any
turther Difcourfeof it, and come to {peak of the na-
tural Diffolution, which is done through a flow
Calcination of the Body § therefore fhall divide the
whole into thefe 3 Heads, or a threefold Rotation.

Now this work is perform'd by a threefold Rota-
tion or turfiing the Wheel; the lgrﬁ is the Prepara-
tion of the Mercury, which hathf {even Animationg
or Cohobations of the fpiritual Zayberh on the bodyy
which bedeweth it with Life and Ceeleftial Virtuey
asalfo with Purity, and virtue through a Radicak
Calcination, by which not only the body is exalted,
but alfo the Spirit and Soul. For indeed, the whole
work is but a Cohobation of an affive principle up-
on 2 mere paffive one, until the paffive is brought
to an A&tivity: Thefe are the Eagles the Sophi write
of, which muft be feven or nine to devour the Lion.

For Lator of the Salt of Metals being form'd and:
clcin’d, muft be diffolv’d and whiten’d by Azorh
which Laton is found in the bottom, and _Aga:b in
the upper part: Therefore ( as Sandivogius faith )
Tou muft fimd out fuch ¢ moifture, thar diffolves Gold as

Naturaly




Witural, 25 Ice in Warm-warer, and ( he intimates )
that it is agrecable with the body, faying, it isthas,

out of which Gold it Jelf is gemeraed. Thou being
fome thus far, the Herculean labour is perform'd.

| Therefore I fhall affert as a fundamental Apho-
tiftn, That whofoever floall nor find this Mercurial Fire,
®ben prepared in quantity, of force fufficient 1o perfeld
#e whole work with as little Labowr, and as lirtle
Charge, is 1o feck, wid muft begin again. For the
great Charge is in the Artifical Work ; the Natu~
dal is but (mall Charge, the Agent being fufficient
0 bring about its Perfection, and this will be a
0od diftinétion to underftand the Philofopher’s
%ﬂoks. The Artificial is to prepare our Fires and
\Menfiruums, and the Natural is, to know the ufe of
our third, perfeft and permanent Menflrunm in dif
folving the body.

(0 The body being diffolved, and the Corporeal
eces totally feparated, and two Oils, a Snow.white,
@iid 2 Blood-red one, being diftilled, begins our fe-
nd Rotation, which is by extrating a fixed Salt
00t of the Cap, Mort. which muft be imbibed with
the aforefaid white Oil, for the white Elixir; there-
dore for a concluding Aphorifm I further affirm,
8 That if this permanent Body or Salt doth not at.
Ltrat the Soul, as the Load-ftone doth Jron, and
flnite with it, thou art yet to feek in the Philofo-
#pher’s Principles, and muft begin again, in that
:L%xou fhalt never fee the perfeétion of the White.
one,

i Now here begins the third Rotation, which is3
Before the White is cold, thou muft divide it into
\WO parts, the one part is for the White, and the
BBher to carry on to the Red, which is, by imbibing
WOFit with the Virgins Milk of the Sun ¢ which is
Wellow and Golden)to perfeét the third Motion, which
W88 Red fufible Elsxir, flowing like Wax, e,

s Thus
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Thus Reader, I have Theorically, yet candidly
given thee, what was never written before, and
that in true Bowels of Compaffion, being in the
middle of my Age, free from Envy, I hope as fully
free, as Artephius was in his wenderful Old-age, that
1 can fincerely fay, I fhould be well pleafed, if all
the worthy and honeft hearted did injoy this My-
ftery 3 and fhould be heartily glad to fee an end to
the Cut-throat Avarice s that fo the poor may be
relieved in fitch a way, that God through all and a-
bove all may be glorified, ,&e. according to the fay-
ing of a Wife-man, Ur weritas exalterur, &8 Deus
Glerificetur.

Thus in Cordial Love I fubfcribe my felf a true
Friend to all that defire to exalt natural Truth, bat
more efpecially to thofe, that aboveall defire the

wellfare of Zion.

Cloidophorus  Myftagogus:
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