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Our Liberal adversaries and their children, the new
leftists, find great pleasure in scoffing at us conserva-
tives, who according to them, are either inept at, or
disinterested in, solving the problems of the modern
world. The old guard radicals, those found in and
about the Americans for Democratic Action, had, at
least, a well considered program. Although it was one
we hotly contested, it was nevertheless a program and
thus constituted some basis for laughing at opponents
of their ideas. With the new leftists it is a different
story. They have no program; they have only their ov-
erheated emotions and the always handy updated ver-
sion of Marxist dogma. The new leftists are hardly in
a position, therefore, to laugh at whatever difficulties
we may experience at social problem solving.

This magazine has always sought to develop meth-
ods of handling the woes of the world, yet we proudly
label its contents as conservative opinion. Ignoring the
literal meanings of the labels, there is no anomaly in
this. We haven't the same degree of concern for the
physical, the mechanical or the material aspects of hu-
man relations as most liberals. We tend to stress the
less tangible ideas. Yet most of us are deeply interested
in finding proper means of attaining social goals. It is
one long-range aim of this journal to develop on the
traditional and libertarian thinking of past centuries —
in order, of all things, to work out a comprehensive
program for the future well being of the world. We
think our efforts will know more success than has the
program of the old left — and the new left hasn’t yet
entered this contest, except as a spoiler.

In this issue we continue on this theme.

... JARED LOBDELL, in The Old Custom, also
looks east, and decides he likes the idea of David slay-
ing Pharaoh.

. . . ROBERT AVRETT, new to the pages of In-
sight and Qutlook but by no means an unpublished
author in the general field of education, contributes
some thoughts on basic problems in education and
what can be done about them.

... RICHARD S. WHEELER is welcomed back as
a contributor to our magazine. He laments the trend
towards amarchy in America and suggests that the
coming constitutional convention can arrest the trend.

... The Editor, in The Second Wave, has decided it
is time we push our end of the guerrilla war in Ameri-
can cities. It’s just like Vietnam.

... MARTIN K. GORDON, as interested as anyone
in the struggle of the negros in the United States, calls
for a less than black nationalistic presentation of Ne-
gro history in our schools.

... DOUGLAS STANTON, a student and active
conservative at North Carolina, notes the liberal ten-
dency to infringe economic rights and lets you guess
as to which one is next on their list.
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WHO WON IN THE MIDDLE EAST?

WE MUST ADMIT to some confusion on our part
as to what has happened in the Middle East
blowup and as to what would be the proper
handling of the affair at this point. Something
must be said of our government’s avoiding any
sort of military participation in the conflict, espe-
cially when for our interests the right choices
among the combatants — sentimental favorites
aside — was not all that easy to determine. How-
ever, the Israeli military prowess would seem to
deserve more of the credit for keeping us out
than would our maneuvering. It is unfortunate
that we find our nation at odds with the Jordan-
ians in this conflict, just as it is not very easy to
condone the brutal treatment of that nation’s
citizens by the Iraeli army. The Jordanians did
not instigate the war; rather, it seems that King
Hussein was drawn into the conflict against his
will. If the U.S. had been on its toes, it should
have been able to use its influence to make peace
on that border, sparing the lives of thousands of
friendly soldiers and citizens on both sides, and
perhaps as important, preserving the strength of
an anti-Communist friend in King Hussein.

For some others of the Arab States, particular-
ly Egypt and Syria, it could be viewed as in the
interests of free peoples if Israeli had overrun
them entirely, although we are sure that there
exist better means of ridding the area of these
Soviet pawn governments.

Unfortunately, the American government does
not view things from such a one sided perspec-
tive. Leave it to the U.S. to take the fair minded,
objective approach to the issuves involved — in
order, it must be supposed, to satisfy the intellec-
tual requirements for the grand title, Advocate
for World Peace and Order. It's a fine theory, but

PHILIPPA SCHUYLER, R.I.P.

The death of Philippa Schuyler at the age of 34, in
the crash of a helicopter flying a rescue mission in Viet
Nam, brought a brilliant career as pianist and writer
to an untimely end. We, and all her friends, will miss
her presence. But perhaps there is another sense in
which her death was not untimely — courage, love of
country, love of mankind, love of freedom — these
things belong to all times, and it was these things
which brought her to Viet Nam as a war correspond-
ent, and so brought her to her death. Requiescat in
pace.
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while President Johnson and Dean Rusk talk of
territorial integrity and respect for legitimate
governments, others are openly aiming to ex-
pand their influence and subvert “non-revolu-
tionary” governments. Of course, Premier Kosy-
gin castigates Israel and the U.S. in terms of
their “aggression and disturbance of the world’s
peace,” but everyone knows that he has an ul-
terior motive, that he says and does things — in
the U.N. or out — always with the aim of ad-
vancing Communist revolution.

IN OUR OPINION, the U.S. has an ulterior motive
as well. And nothing is wrong with that. We
ought to be interested in furthering freedom and
human dignity. And instead of the bland ad-
vocacy of a world known only in the minds of
the cloud-nine professor-types in America, we
ought to be backing anti-Communist govern-
ments and pressuring the revolutionary-socialist
regimes out of the Communist camp.

Perhaps if America were interested in expand-
ing freedom it wouldn’t find itself against the
wall in the Middle East. Our government has ob-
viously misread the Russian plan for that area.
Certainly some miscalculation is involved in the
strange theory that the Soviet Union could be
our friend. Indeed, it is strange that any Ameri-
can who considers himself a humanist could be-
friend a regime which is capable of instigating a
conflict resulting in harm to hundreds of thou-
sands of innocents merely for some propaganda
value or whatever interest the Soviet Union is
aiming to further. They are responsible for the
mess in the Middle East and they are not our
friends. If we are interested in freedom and in
humanity, it must be so.

— Aetius

REWRITING WEBSTER

In recent years, the word “racist” has contained a
greater emotional depth charge than any other in
modern usage. Its pejorative power was deep and
virile: it was as likely to explode in the face of an
unwary northern proponent of state sovereignty as it
was in the face of a redneck Georgian. Because it con-
noted a singular meanness of spirit, its emotive force
was as great as “Nazi” in the ’40s, and “Communist” in
the ’50s. Its deadly aura spelled the doom of any poli-



tician outside the South.

Negro revolutionaries rode the word hard, applying
it indiscriminately not only to actual racists, but to all
who opposed collectivist forms of government, or civil
disorder, or plain immorality. Even liberals, by and
large sympathetic to the revolution, did not escape, as
the authors of the distinguished Moynihan report on
the urban Negro would gladly testify.

As might be expected, rights revolutionaries suc-
cumbed to the temptation to apply such an explosive
word to an ever-widening circle of presumptive adver-
saries. Normally this would dilute the word, but in the
case of “racist” the pejorative power seemed to expand
with each new application. By the time the Black
Power radicals acceded to leadership of the rights
movement, the term was being applied to every white
man in the nation, without any diminution of its po-
tency.

It was not until the Adam Clayton Powell incident
in the opening days of the 90th Congress that the
word finally collapsed under the incredible burden it
supported. It took the winter madness of nearby the
entire Negro community, which rose up in defense of
one of the 20th century’s greatest scoundrels, to deflate
the word. As things stand now, every man in the coun-
try who stands for integrity, decorum and virtue in
public life is a racist. The accusation that the nation is
applying one standard for Negroes and another for
whites is probably true: the fact that Powell is a
Negro probably delayed for years the investigation
that would have promptly been made had Powell been
white. Significantly, it came some months after the
Senate had microscopically investigated the affairs of
Thomas Dodd, even though the derogatory informa-
tion about Powell had been publicized years before
anything contrary was said about Dodd.

Nothing in the annals of modern public affairs
parallels the misbehavior of Powell. Here is a minister
of God who flouts the law, steals from the govern-
ment, and takes tax-paid trips with beautiful women
who are not his wife, and yet this is the man the rights
revolutionaries have chosen to defend, with accusa-
tions of racism.

At this point the word “racist” becomes meaningless.
If any routine defender of public decency must shoul-
der the word, so be it. We don’t rejoice. This country
still needs a strong, pejorative word connoting a hard-
ness of heart toward men of other race. There is no
word to replace it.

Write us for a copy
of our 28-page
Career Guide.
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Management attitudes and philosophies can help you shape your
future personal and professional success. Barber-Colman appreci-
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BURNHAM, THE DRAFT, AND THE RIGHT

James Burnham, in a recent edition of National Re-
view, has raised the most reasoned objections seen
thus far to the conservative offensive against the draft.
Burnham, recalling his Trotskyite days, observes that
there are really two kinds of “united fronts;” one be-
ing principled and the other unprincipled.

In Burnham’s words, a front is principled “when one
political tendency joined with another tendency (or
other tendencies) to its right against tendencies still
further to the right, or with a tendency to its left
against those still further to the left.” An unprincipled
front, on the other hand came into being when “two
tendencies joined against a tendency located between
them from the point of view of the lef-right spectrum
.. .7 Burnham’s point, and the point of his former as-
sociates, being that in an unprincipled front either the
left or the right will suffer once the center has fallen;
the common bond that brings them together is illusory
at best and will disintegrate as one side or the other
takes advantages of the victory. The logic of the argu-
ment is indisputable and the case he makes against
the conservative opposition to the draft is convincing.

He says, of course, that the conservatives have sided
with the New Left on this particular issue for philo-
sphical reasons, while the leftists have taken a posi-
tion against the draft because of particular war they
dislike rather than from any congential distaste for
conscription. Their reasons are, in other words, po-
litical. They would destroy the draft because in so
doing they would weaken the ability of this nation to
defend itself and thus aid our Communist enemy. The
conservatives, from Kirk to Friedman to Goldwater,
on the other hand, are opposing the draft in spite of
their support of the United States commitment in
Vietnam; they are hoping that we will still be able to
win even without a conscript army.

Burnham is perhaps correct in his prediction of
what might happen if the draft is abolished. The con-
servatives have made a terrible mistake in siding with
men such as Norman Thomas, James Farmer and
others who are willing to join in the battle against a
common enemy, but for dangerously different reasons.
But the solution is not to support the draft as the cen-
ter is doing; the draft is morally and philosphically
reprehensible and demonstrably unneeded.

The right must stand condemned for its failure to
seize upon the issue earlier. What could have been a
battle against regimentation has, in part at least, be-
come a fight against the American resolve in Vietnam
because conservatives stood by while others exploited
the injustices that plague this nation. The same thing
happened in Civil Rights. Individual freedom was
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championed by those who have no right to champion
it and in reality hold no brief for it — merely because
those who should have led the fight remained silent.
It must not happen again.

The American right must stand firm in its op-
position to conscription on both philosophical and
practical grounds; and it must demonstrate to all that
the motives of the Left in this area are reprehensible
as well as suspect.

Young Americans for Freedom, under the prodding
of New Guard editor David Franke, has moved into
the lead with full support for the idea of a volunteer
military establishment. In testimony before the Senate
Armed Services Committee on April 18, Franke stated
that there “is only one justification for conscription in a
free society, and that is when it is absolutely neces-
sary for the military defense of the nation in time of
war.” So be it. If Bob McNamara and the president of
all the people need conscripts in Vietnam let them
demonstrate that need. The need has not — and some
experts say can not — be demonstrated. If they are to
employ slave labor when they could use free men
serving voluntarily, let them do it only with the bitter
opposition of every freedom loving young person
in this country. — TRAK.

“Still, if you will not fight for the right when
you can easily win without bloodshed; if you will
not fight when your victory will be sure and not
too costly; you may come to the moment when
you will have to fight with dll the odds against
you and only a precarious chance of survival.

“There may even be a worse case. You may
have to fight when there is no hope of victory,
because it is better to perish than live as slaves.”

Winston CHURCHILL

2100 SOUTH BAY STREET
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

“The world’s largest producer of washers”




THE OLD CUSTOM

Jared Lobdell

SIGNS AND WONDERS UPON PHARAOH

And David put his hand in his bag,
and took thence a stone, and slang
it, and smote the Philistine in his
forehead, that the stone sunk into his
forehead; and he fell upon his face
to the earth.

David slew Goliath, but it is not
recorded that the deed brought
peace to Israel. Indeed, so jealous
was Saul of what David had done
that he sought to slay him who had
slain the Philistine. Nor did the
slaying of Goliath do more than re-
lieve, for a brief time, the pressure
of the Philistines against Israel —
though it is true that Israel won out
in the end.

In those days, for better or worse,
Israel was as little concerned with
world opinion as she is now. The
difference, if any, is that there was
no world opinion then. Now, of
course, we have the United Na-
tions, and “a vile engine called the
Press, whereby men are deceived,”
and all the other comforts of mod-
ern internationalism. But the desert
and the war of Israel against Phar-
aoh are, it seems, primeval and im-
memorial — and, whatever the
eventual outcome, what has hap-
pened of late in Sinai and Jerusa-
lem and the heights of Galilee
should remind us of three things at
least.

It should remind us first that
there is such a thing as just war, so
that the arguments about the justice
of any particular war may be re-
duced to questions of fact — ques-
tions such as “Are we fighting in
self-defense?” or “Are we fighting
for an ideal that will perish if we
do not fight for it, and is that ideal
a righteous oneP” Not all wars are
evil, nor is peace the greatest good,
however much we may agree that
“war is not glory, boys, war is all
hell.”

It should remind us also that no

workable method for keeping the
peace, other than imperialism, has
vet been devised — certainly not
any League of Nations or United
Nations. It is no accident that the
Pax Romana and Pax Britannica
were coexistent with something ap-
proaching world - wide hegemony
over less - developed areas. Secre-
tary - General Thant has been se-
verely criticized for withdrawing
the peace-keeping force at precisely
the time Egypt wanted to go to war.
The criticism is justified, of course,
but it is also a bit short-sighted. He
himself has provided the best an-
swer to such criticism in words
which amount to “If we hadn’t
gone, they could have forced us
out.” Precisely so. The U.N. can
function only when none of its
member nations are confident
enough to defy it In short, it can
function only when everyone is
afraid, only so long as no one
forces the test. It is short-sighted in
the extreme to expect anything else
until the wolf dwells with the
lamb, the leopard lies down with
the kid, the calf and the young lion
and the fatling together.

Finally, and this is the next step
from what I just said, it should re-
mind us that negotiation must be
based upon strength. Israel, at the
moment, has the strength of her re-
cent victories — David has, for the
time being, slain Goliath. The Arab
world has the strength of 80 mil-
lions of people, Russian support,
French support, British neutrality,
and American belief in the United
Nations. If Israel had not blitzed
the Arab nations to gain her posi-
tion of strength, just how much ne-
gotiation do you think would be go-
ing on? Whether a just peace can
be established neither I nor any one

else knows, but without Israeli vic-
tories there would have been no
chance whatever.

Perhaps this last point could be
put in a little different way. Israel,
who wanted peace, won the war.
The Egyptians, who mongered the
war, were beaten. Under these con-
ditions peace is possible. It is when
the warmonger is winning that the
war goes on, until things change or
until conquest is achieved. War-
mongers, after all, do not normally
operate from positions of admitted
weakness.

Those who enjoy finding refer-
ences to Viet Nam in everything
can doubtless find them here. For
their clarification I should point out
that we probably do not have the
facts on which to base a discussion
of the justice of the war in Viet
Nam, that the U.N. is irrelevant
and powerless in that war, that we
do not yet have the position of
strength from which to negotiate,
and that Han oi, not the United
States, desires the war — therefore,
in order to have peace, the United
States must win. But this is beside
my present point.

My present point lies entirely in
the political lessons of the Arab-
Israeli conflict, not in the applica-
tion of those lessons. I rejoice in the
signs and wonders performed upon
Pharaoh for other reasons beside
the lesson they provide, it is true
— not so much because I like Israel
as because I detest Nasser — but
the lessons are my concern here. Or
almost all my concern. I cannot for-
bear pointing out as well, that just
as the world was better off when
David slew Goliath with the jaw-
bone of an ass, so it is better off now
that the latter-day David has slain
the ass.
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HISTORY IN BLACK AND WHITE

Martin K. Gordon

The author calls for a reasoned approach to
school book treatment of Negroes in America.

A common minority demand is
for more teaching and studying of
Negro History, just as there are de-
mands for better historical treat-
ment of Roman Catholics. Recent
studies demonstrate that Ameri-
can textbooks still tend to stress the
English background of our revolu-
tion and history. Since the basic
concern in survey level or high
school textbooks is balanced pres-
entation of the past, axiomatically a
textbook has to be eclectic — that
is, it usually leaves out as much as
it includes in its historical field.
This concern becomes a problem,
however, when the excluded sub-
jects are systematically ignored by
all the textbooks in the field under
discussion. The American Negro
has probably felt this exclusion
more than the Catholic because of
the Catholic educational system of
full and part-time schools which is
intended to strengthen the young
church-goer in his heritage. Let us
therefore concentrate upon the
problem of Negro History.

The fact of this wide-spread ex-
clusion or unfair interpretation has
been so amply demonstrated that
there is no need to discuss it here.
We should be able to take it for
granted. Our concern is a proper
solution to the problem, one which
will best enable the colored youth
to find his identity as an American
(i.e., as a thoroughly Americanized
person of Africandescent). We
have already seen the tragic effects
of the wide - spread l1ack of that
identification. The caste system
which, until quite recently, kept
dark-skinned Negroes out of the
college sororities reserved for the
light-skinned Negroes, and the
wide - spread use of processes to
straighten the naturally curly Negro
hair are but two mild examples of
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this. Anyway, Negro identification
can be seen to be lacking in several
important aspects.

In working out a solution, the ex-
tremely minor role in western civili-
zation of African south of the Sa-
hara must be kept in mind. Our
heritage is that of Israel, Greece,
Rome, and Europe. Yet the Negro
in America shares that heritage in
its American form, because his
African background is so many
centuries remote from his present
condition. Indeed, the Negro is
one of the few groups in this coun-
try not to have a shared (e.g., Cro-
ation, French, Spanish, etc.) back-
ground culture, but to nevertheless
be thoroughly enmeshed in the
American system.' He can be called
Afro-American because of his skin
and hair which he shares with the
Africans but not because of a com-
mon cultural background which he
retains.

Still, all of us should know about
the Negroes in our history who have
done everything from lay out our
nation’s capital (Benjamin Banne-
ker) to win the Medal of Honor
(usually after a segregated training
program). Certainly there would be
a definite good in students’ having
to learn about prominent colored
American leaders. Perhaps, better
than a major revision of the main-
stream currculum which would go
beyond any reasonable treatment,
would be an extra-curricular pro-
gram for teaching of Negro History.
What would happen, for instance,
if some of the talent of collegiate
and graduate level which now goes
into tutoring many colored youths
went instead into the study and
teaching of N e gro History. This
could take the form of after-school
seminars for students and parents,
a system being tried in Milwaukee,

or simply by brief paragraphs in
church bulletins, scout merit
badges in Negro history, the nam-
ing of local streets or schools after
colored leaders past or present, and
SO on.

Where Negro history can be in-
cluded in mainstream history it
should be. But, it would be a step
backwards in the education of our
youth if they learned about Ne-
groes, Germans, Catholics, Irish,
etc., in little box chapters in their
texts and never deeply studied the
basic American stories which gave
all these groups their present levels
— as imperfect as they may be — of
freedom and material well being.
Where Negro histories are appro-
priate let them be included, but let
the in depth study be voluntary and
non-destructive so that our common
history may be improved and still
remain our common history. After
all, this problem is only part of the
larger problem which Lillian Smith
noted in Strange Fruit:

She lifted her arm. Smelled to heav-
en! “Pure mnigger smell,” she whis-
perer, whipping herself with her com-
pulsion to see her race through white
eves. “Yes nigger,” she whispered as
she hurried along Back Street. “It’s
caught up with us.” It was as if the
Andersons had been running way from
it, getting a little whiter and whiter
with each generation, running hard.
But it’s caught us . . . You can run un-
til you're panting, but it'll catch you.
Going to college won’t help you run
any faster. . . . Be proud of your Afri-
can heritage, they tell you! . . . When
you're pushed around through back
doors, starved for decent friendliness
and respect, they tell you about Benin
Bronzes . . . . When you’re so hurt
vou feel as if you're bleeding inside,
youre supposed to remember that
some old archaeologist or somebody
found that way back there in Africa
your ancestors could make bronze . . ..

1 C. Eric. Lincoln, The Black Muslims
in America, paperback edition, p. 44.



All she could see was that Negro
servitude was still rampant as she
crossed the street into the colored
section of town. Our educational
system ought to show the Negro
that he is a part of —not apart
from — the American society.

A comprehensive, easily obtain-
able bibliography which discusses
works both for and against the
cause and history of the Negro is
Erwin K. Welsch’s The Negro in

ON THE DEMISE OF LAW

Ideally, the good commonwealth is
governed by the fewest possible
laws, and those laws are rigorously
and impartially enforced. The co-
ercive force of government is there-
by minimized, and citizens are as-
sured swift, impartial justice.

Current jurisprudence is a Gord-
ian knot of semi-demi-laws, com-
pounded by legislatures, courts,
bureaus, and regulatory agencies.
This legal morass is laxly and capri-
ciously enforced, riddled with con-
flict, ambiguity and dubious au-
thority. Its very impotence spawns
new edicts and loopholes. We are
all subject to legal roulette, with
political persecutors and prosecu-
tors playing croupier.

One source of trouble is the per-
sistent application of law to social
situations that are not particularly
susceptible to legal remedy. Law,
by nature, is an instrument of re-
straint rather than a tool of benevo-
lence; good law delineates and
delegates authority rather than con-
ferring carte blanche power to bu-
reaucrats. To harness law — social-
ly directed force —to the whole
gamut of social ills is to apotheosize
mere coercion.

But a deeper analysis of the trou-
ble suggests that modern law is do-
ing double, even triple, duty. In
addition of its natural functions, it
is increasingly the surrogate for re-
ligious moral authority and the
social cohesion imposed by com-
munity. In an era when a clamorous
minority — or is it a majority? — of
religious leaders are rubberstamp-
ing any casual act of self-gratifica-
tion, the church is an evanescent

the United States: A Research
Guide, Indiana University Press,
1965, $1.85. More specialized is the
bibliography by Louis R. Harlan,
The Negro in American History,
Publication No. 61, The American
Historical Association, 400 A Street,
Washington, D.C., .50. Of popular
interest may be the American Trav-
eler’s Guide to Negro History,
American Oil Co., 910 So. Michi-
gan Ave., Chicago, Ill., 60680, free.

source of social stability. The re-
sult? More law. And modern capi-
talism, with its impersonal, atom-
ized, urban life all but demolished
neighborhood community, which
had its own gentle mechanisms of
social control. Those novelists such
as Lewis and Faulkner who des-
cried the occasional nosiness and
vindictive ness of small town life
were uprooting an institution that
was more good than evil. For all its
petty interferences, neighborhood
community gently and non-coer-
cively pressured individuals to be-
have themselves. Surely it was a
better method than the proposed
federal dossier bank, which will
keep a fish-eye on us all.

Thus the law — doing triple duty;
overly complex; overly pervasive
and contradictory —is losing its
puissance. Congress, the bureaus,
the courts, the regulatory agencies,
all pepper the public with a bar-
rage of edicts, which are either ig-
nored or evaded. Union violence,
Dr. King, law-making judges, Mu-
hammad Ali, draft evaders, drug
cultists, civil disobedience maniacs,
Pentagon invaders — all these con-
scious lawbreakers compound the
turbulence with their anarchy.

Lawbreaking is endemic. In the
South, Negro civil rights have been
trampled for decades. The bureauc-
racy itself is among the flagrant law
violators. (If every civil servant
who has illegally prosyletized Con-
gress were jailed, Chevy Chase
would be depopulated.) The regu-
latory agencies routinely twist the
will of Congress in the service of
their clients.

Ingenious Americans, National Dis-
tillers, 99 Park Ave., New York,
N.Y., 100186, free, is less inclusive
than the company’s ads in Ebony
but does contain capsule biog-
raphies of Negroes who should be
remembered by us all. For readers
in the Milwaukee area the Milwau-
kee Public Library has published a
free annotated bibliography of its
relevant holdings titled The Negro
— USA.

Richard Wheeler

Public contempt for law is exac-
erbated by the new breed of super-
lawyers who — contrary to the can-
ons of their profession — subsume
justice to the egocentricity of their
clients. Their high-pressure theat-
rics in court reinforce the public
impression that the bold and auda-
cious may spit upon the civil order.
These lawyers feed on the ambigu-
ity and chaos of public law; a radi-
cal rationalization of our codes
would perforce cut them back to
size.

Bad law is preponderantly the
fault of bad politicians. Those
“problem solving” “pragmatic”
solons who enthusiastically enact
“solutions” to complex problems
without considering the ultimate
effects, only create new, less tract-
able problems. The centripetal
tendency of government, civil dis-
obedience, inflation, and confisca-
tory taxation are just a few of the
new tribulations imposed on us by
the heedless legislators. The rule of
law cannot survive mediocre legis-
lators. Tt is a rare politician who un-
derstands what catastrophies may
be avoided with a “nay” vote.

It does little good to rail at law-
lessness without first accepting the
culpability of our whole jurispru-
dence. Radical reforms are needed;
the dead letters should be nullified;
the remaining code should be rend-
ered consistent and rational. The
jungle growth should be hacked
away; the Supreme Court disci-
plined; bureaucratic law avoided.
All this is the proper preview of the
(presumably) forthcoming consti-
tutional convention. Let us work to
bring it to fruition.
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IN THE PUBLIC'S INTEREST

Douglas Stanton

Economic rights are as important as any. The
author’s opinion is unfortunately not prevalent.

Political Science students at the
University of North Carolina learn
in their textbook The Politics of
American Democracy, by Marian
Irish and James Prothro, that de-
mocracy is defined as majority rule
with minority rights. The majority
determines governmental policy
within the framework of the United
States Constitution and laws, but
in so doing it cannot trespass on
certain minority rights, among
these being the right to become,
perhaps, eventually the majority.

This seems to be an acceptable
definition of democracy, and one
which could allow a high level of
individual freedom. But closer scru-
tiny reveals that these authors, and
the left-wing ideology which their
book espouses, excludes from con-
sideration the economic rights of
the minority. This is a major quali-
fication on anyone’s theory of mi-
nority rights. Certainly, the authors
presently support the specific politi-
cal minority rights as outlined in
the Bill of Rights, especially free-
dom of speech. Indeed, one is per-
mitted to say anything one wants
about economic freedom, just as
long as one does not try to act on
his words. But in neglecting the
economic rights, they have devel-
oped a frightful lever which will

one day be used to pry open the
other freedoms.

One may or may not be too upset
over this transgression on economic
rights; however, should the Ameri-
can Liberal become aware of the
contradictory positions he holds in
this area, he probably will not ask
more economic freedom, but less
political freedom. As a majority
can now deny minority economic
rights “in the public interest,” little
further development of this ultili-
tarian concept easily permits tres-
passes on minority political rights
in the majority interest.

The rationalization for resolving
the former dichotomy will be found
in the “New Morality (or Immoral-
ity).” Using the concept of “situa-
tion ethics,” the left will be able to
deny certain minority political
rights — including, one day, free-
dom of speech — when in a specific
situation the majority interest will
presumably be served. Certain pro-
ponents of situation ethics have al-
ready stated that murder is justifi-
able in a case where one person or
more threatens the safety of a ma-
jority of other individuals. This de-
velopment is no great surprise,
however, for the concept has al-
ways been latent in the idea of cul-

tural relativism. Further, in the
book M odern Political Systems,
Samuel Finer casually refers to mi-
nority political rights in Britain as
a “tradition” to which the British
people still cling.

Those who cannot bring them-
selves to picture the realization of
this thesis may find an example al-
ready in the current firearms con-
troversy. Clearly, the right to bear
arms could not be more specifically
stated in the Constitution. And yet,
because certain individuals have
misused this right, many persons,
including the President, now sup-
port the idea of denying the minor-
ity political right to bear arms. It
will be done, and in the name of
the interests of the majority. If one
wishes to look beyond the United
States, it is a fact of history that
Hitler justified the murder of Ger-
man Jews (a minority) because it
was, in his opinion, in the interests
of the majority of the German peo-
ple.

Certainly many naive left-wing-
ers, especially the New Left, would
be shocked to discover the logical
results of their present beliefs. But
to deny these results is to fly in the
face of reason and all human expe-
rience.

REDE
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THE SECOND WAVE

Richard O. Wright

PACIFICATION ON THE HOME FRONT

It would appear that a phase of
the race struggle in America has
fully ended. The battles in Wash-
ington over rights bills no longer
occupy any important groups or
persons. Particular laws may be
pushed by particular persons, but
the movement no longer rallies
around these objectives. To the con-
trary, it now centers on non-gov-
ernmental programs, on political
organization, or on private means of
establishing higher status for Ne-
gros.

If this be the case, then conserva-
tives should re-evalute their stance
on race problems. It was one thing
to oppose civil rights bills, as I did;
but because we found ourselves in
disagreement with the Negro move-
ment on those issues, must we con-
tinue to oppose their aims? Admit-
tedly, many conservatives, myself
included, react adversely to the
concept of black power. However,
is not this reaction, in part at least,
due to the fact that persons whom
we have grown to dislike during the
prior struggle are the proponents of
the present movement? We are po-
litical activists ourselves, and it is
natural to react thusly to activists
on the other end of the political
spectrum; but it is nevertheless a
mere reaction, and we must reason
beyond such sentiments.

To assume a position unequivo-
cally opposed to the present Negro
movement would be to belie as a
fraud our former opposition to the
civil rights bill approach. For then
we argued (and lost) that these en-
actments infringed upon the con-
stitutional rights of property, etc.
And, said we, the race problem
would be solved only by private ac-
tion, anyw ay. So now, when the
bills they passed have proven to be
worth less than the expense of
printing them, and the Negro
movement turns to private action in
realization of this, we should hail
the new tact as a step in the right
direction rather than continue to
block their path. I think we were

first to point out that private means
were the only solution; I don’t think
we ever said the Negro race should
not enjoy a materially better life,
albeit we have not been preoccu-
pied with that goal as have our lib-
eral adversaries. Yet, we have been
slow to recognize that the Negro
movement is adopting our view of
things.

I am not saying that the organiz-
ers of disorder, the fruits of whose
efforts we shall again witness this
summer, are now our allies. Never!
These people are dangerous to
white and black alike, for they act
more from hate than sympathy for
the plight of Negroes. They, in
varying d e gr e e s, are not merely
seeking to uplift the downtrodden;
rather they are using the black man
to tear apart the very fabric of
American society, just as Leon
Trotsky foretold.

Because such revolutionaries are
within reach of controlling the Ne-
gro movement, we have all the
more reason to become active sym-
pathizers with the Negro race.

It is not unlike the war in Viet-
name (certainly, the Martin Luther
Kings and the Maoists in the move-
ment view it from that angle).
Communists there organize locally
and manipulate people to their
ends, compelling the South Viet-
namese anti-Communists to devel-
op their own organizational and in-
fluencing techniques. American
agitators are attempting the same
revolutionary program at home.
Here they haven’t the same degree
of political and social vacuums that
South Vietnam suffers; yet, they
have sufficient nerve — and the Ne-
groes in our northern cities are
sufficiently alienated from the es-
tablished social systems, are suffi-
ciently disjointed from any com-
munity, to give revolutionaries a
working advantage. It is enough of
an advantage, at least, to allow ar-
dent leftists some success in organ-
izing. They have never required

ideal conditions to foment revolu-
tion in any case.

Yet, we have not begun to coun-
ter their move. This is what we
must do. Instead of reacting, rather
over-reacting, to the challenge of
“black power” and assuming a
stance of total opposition to Negro
aims, we should enter the struggle
with support of our own. No, we
can’t buy them off; the Liberal Es-
tablishment tried and failed at that.
What I mean is to get in there with
meaningful organization on our
own part, to work in the cities with
N e gr o e s, motivating them, edu-
cating them for whatever economic
gains they can make, assisting them
in building the communities they
need, and thus, making them part
of the northern society from which
the revolutionaries are attempting
to alienate them.

We must, at least, recognize that
private action to better the Negro
race is a legitimate method of strug-
gle. Certainly, we should also op-
pose the violent twist the leftists in
the movement are trying to orga-
nize. But if we are to oppose their
riots only, without attempting posi-
tive work with the movement, we
are destined to failure in our ef-
forts there as well. Just as we must
counter the Viet Cong organization-
al work in Viet Nam, we must carry
forth the same type of activity
against their American counter-
parts. We cannot allow our distaste
for the leaders in the black power
movement to isolate us from the
N e gro population. That is what
they would want. We must apply
our principles of freedom and pri-
vate action on a local level and
show the black people that they
too, can benefit from proper meth-
ods of struggle.

I think we have a genuine com-
passion for the Negro race. But if
that is not enough, we ought to be
spurred to action by the ugly pros-
pect of a Negro movement follow-
ing those who hate the whole of
American society.
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THOSE WHO CAN, DO

As a layman, I presume neither to
analyze the state of religion today
nor to prescribe specific remedial
measures. Correction of deficiencies
should come from within, if at all
possible. I have been associated in-
timately with education for more
than a quarter century, however,
and I shall point out some of what
I consider the more serious cankers
in our educational system today.
Because my associations have been
chiefly at the college and university
levels, major emphasis will be plac-
ed on higher education.

Colleges and universities train
teachers for all types of schools,
both public and private, from kin-
dergarten through college and post-
graduate work. These higher-level
institutions, therefore, must bear
most of the blame for the increas-
ingly unsatisfactory status of edu-
cation today.

It is common practice to hold
Colleges of Education responsible
for everything that has contributed
to the weakening of our educational
structure. Did not Progressive Edu-
cation demoralize long - accepted
curricula, as well as practically de-
strov student discipline in or out-
side the classroom? Did not the
“educationists” (sometimes confus-
ed with the genuine “educators”)
open wide the door to chaos by per-
mitting students, rather than expe-
rienced teachers, to choose major,
minor, and elective subjects more or
less at random?

To a certain extent, such accusa-
tions are true; but the evil goes
much deeper. Perhaps the educa-
tionists were prophets, although
weak-willed ones. At any rate, they
got a head start in yielding to the
growing popular demand for great-
er scholastic elasticity. Other
branches of learning, however,
were quick to get on the band wag-
on and join in the rat race for the
cheapening of standards. All divi-

12 INSIGHT AND OUTLOOK

Are colleges

sions also desired to increase en-
rollment in their own specialties.
So education surrendered control of
its own house to non-specially-train-
ed promoters. The result was inevit-
able. Colleges increasingly became
degree factories instead of educa-
tional institutions, just as feeder
high schools were converted into
mass-production diploma mills.

Current political crises, making
painfully apparent our dearth of
adequately trained and competent
leadership, have served at last one
purpose. They have focused pub-
lic attention on our sagging and
ineffectual educational system. Ed-
ucators had recognized this state of
affairs for years. But competent
schoolmen seldom dared to speak
out openly; the few who did make
honest efforts toward reform found
themselves dealt with severely for
their nonconformity. The truth was
not popular, and denunciation of
anything in our best of all possible
educational systems was tanta-
mount to professional suicide.
Teachers with courage and ideas
could easily be replaced by syco-
phants. Many were.

Only when the new god, Science,
was affected did a hue and cry
arise. Our foremost scientists began
to complain of increasing difficulty
in recruiting young scientists who
could express themselves intelligi-
bly, even in their native language.
Such a state could prove catastroph-
ic. More and better schools were an
immediate necessity. In our coun-
try, of course, “more and better
schools” meant simply “more and
larger schools.” New buildings de-
manded increased teaching person-
nel, and frequently quality was sac-
rificed to quantity.

The resulting stepped-up schlo-
astic programs did little except to
heighten the already prevalent con-
fusion. Curricula were expanded
still further, more and more elec-

undermining our cul-
ture? They shouldnt, says the author.

Robert Avrett

tives were offered, and relatively
fewer required courses remained,
Such academic procedure aggra-
vated the evil, cheapening even
more instead of improving the qual-
ity of scholastic training available.
Teacher improvement was thought
to be merely a matter of money.
The quality of teaching was ex-
pected to improve in direct ratio to
the increases in salaries given to
teachers.

Such reasoning is largely fallacy.
True, to keep competent teachers,
and to obtain adequate replace-
ments for retiring or resigning
teachers, more money was and is
essential. Even teachers must ad-
just to steadily increasing costs of
living. But consider the numerous
cases of inadequate teachers with
tenure, which prevents their dis-
missal, and the conclusion is disil-
lusioning but obvious. A fundamen-
tally poor teacher generally will re-
main a poor teacher, regardless of
salary increases. Money alone can-
not solve all our problems in edu-
cation. Other objectives also de-
mand attention.

Certainly, we must have more
and better equipped buildings, and
larger and more competent teach-
ing staffs. But it is imperative also
that curricula be revised from top
to bottom. Many present-day elec-
tive courses must be discarded, or
they must become purely “elective.”
That is, they must be taken merely
for additional credits, never as sub-
stitute requirements for basically
essential or “major” courses. In de-
termining courses of study, students
must be guided by competent fac-
ulty advice, never by their own per-
sonal whims, a too common practice
today. Colleges must insist that
their graduates be exposed to, and
pass satisfactorily, sufficient courses
in their special fields to warrant re-
ceipt of appropriate degrees. But
equally important, en ou gh more



broadly cultural courses must be
taken to supply at least the bases of
a more liberal education than nor-
mally is possible under our present
system. Far too many current grad-
uates can speak or write intelligent-
ly only of their major fields, and
sometimes not even of those.

One of the most shameful and
crippling evils besetting our educa-
tional system today must be cor-
rected. I refer to the common lack
of both intra-departmental and in-
ter-departmental cooperation. Such
a situation may be caused by per-
sonal and professional jealousy, or
by fear of bettering the position of
another teacher or department to
the detriment of one’s own private
or departmental interest. Large de-
partments frequently seek to sabo.
tage other departments considered
rivals in enrollment. Small depart-
ments snipe at larger departments,
often through fear that these Gar-
gantuan rivals may swallow them
utterly.

Within departments, rivalry is
keen for promotions and increases
in salary. No teacher quite trusts his
fellow, especially when the biennial
time for budget adjustments is
drawing near. Where scholarly
standards are highest, the teacher
who publishes a book or articles
during the year is inviting attack by
less productive colleagues. Teachers
who emhasize their “teaching abil-

ities” seek desperately for ways of

offsetting their scholarly limitations
in the eyes of administrative offii-
cials. A promotion is a promotion,
such teachers often reason, whether
obtained by merit or by sycophan-
cy. Hence they resort to fawning
upon superiors and defaming
equals or inferiors in rank, a loath-
some practice quite common
throughout our educational system,
from elementary school to large
university.

Factors other than salaries and
promotions may cause rivalries.
Older members of a department
rate certain advantages over young-
er associates, a status not always
beneficial to the cause of education.
A senior professor, for example,
sometimes is unable to offer an ad-

vanced course because of insuffici-
ent enrollment. This may result in
his taking over a lower-level class
in order to fill out his program. The
field covered by this course may be
relatively unfamiliar to the profes-
sor, because lying outside his spe-
cialty. He can, nevertheless, take
over the course from a teacher of
lower rank, even though the dis-
placed colleague may be an expert
in the particular field involved. As
a result, students receive inade-
quate training and departmental
prestige suffers. It is difficult to
hoodwink students for long, even
the far from perspicacious freshmen
of today. And they will talk, seldom
with deference to the reputations of
faculty members discussed.

The practice referred to brings
into focus another cultural stum-
bling block in our educational sys-
tem: the prevailing overemphasis
on specialization. Formerly, the
Ph.D. degree attested its holder’s
broadly humanistic grasp of
knowledge far beyond the limits
of his major study. Today, the re-
cipient of such a degree frequently
has been forced to specialize so nar-
rowly that his intellectual and cul-
tural horizons have shrunk rather
than expanded. A teacher thus
trained may be brilliant in one nar-
row phase of his subject, but em-
barrassed because unsure when
forced outside this restricted area.

One of the most insidious men-
aces to culture commonly passes
unrecognized, hence unchallenged,
in our colleges. Students are trained
in colleges for careers, or at least
livelihood, in most of the profes-
sions and in many of the crafts as
well. The general public conse-
quently assumes that college teach-
ers must be authoritative experts in
their respective fields. Such an as-
sumption often is far from justified.
Teachers of literature who produce
creative literature are relatively
rare. Often they are not even com-
petent critics of the literature which
they teach. Our colleges have be-
come veritable graveyards of frus-
trated and disillusioned artists,
architects, and engineers; and the
list could be extended indefinitely.

Such persons, having failed to meet
successfully outside competition in
their fields, now are teaching what
they themselves have not mastered.

Much of the confusion and inef-
fectiveness in our colleges today
can be attributed to a popular mis-
conception of the role of democracy
in education. In a democracy, it is
reasoned, the sons and daughters of
all citizens are entitled to equal ed-
ucational privileges. And this the-
ory commonly is misinterpreted to
mean that all persons who have
graduated from accredited high
schools are equally eligible to re-
ceive college degrees. This fallacy
is almost universal in state-support-
ed colleges and universities, which
constitute the most typical and the
most influential policy-determining
agencies in our educational system.
As a consequence, thousands of to-
tally unfit students are permitted to
enroll in colleges yearly. Once ad-
mitted, the colleges feel it incum-
bent upon them to get such educa-
tional liabilities through their
requirements for degrees, if at all
possible. The shocking truth is that
a large percentage of students en-
tering our colleges are temperamen-
tally or intellectually incapable of
deriving much appreciable benefit
from their courses of study.

Many such persons did not wish
to enter college in the first place,
but either their parents or the pres-
sure of public expectation forced
them into matriculation. High-
school graduates sometimes go to
college because they feel that it will
be difficult to get a good job, let
alone a white - collared position,
without a college degree. As a re-
sult, many potentially capable skill-
ed laborers or craftsmen refuse to
become such; and upon graduation
from college, they seek and obtain
employment beyond their capabili-
ties. Honest labor with one’s hands
is fast losing the dignity and appre-
ciation in which it once was held.

The wholesale herding of stu-
dents into colleges has other harm-
ful by-products no less serious.
Some students are failed, of course,
but far too many are kept in the
classrooms by means of lowered
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scholastic standards. Incompetents
thus graduate along with the more
able individuals, and even the lat-
ter often are not objects of pride to
their alma mater. It is so easy for
students of superior ability to de-
generate into misfits or sluggards,
when they discover how little ef-
fort is required to keep comfortably
ahead of the majority of their class-
mates. It is inevitable, in conse-
quence, that we should be faced
with an alarming increase of diffi-
culty in finding leaders trained for
the capable administration of our
affairs, governmental or private. We
no longer train for leadership but
for mediocrity.

What can we do about this catas-
trophic state of education? First of
all, we must face concrete realities,
and change our entire concept of
the relation of democracy to educa-
tion. Democracy in education can
be given only one practical and
logical interpretation. It means sim-
ply that in a democracy every citi-
zen should be privileged to expose
himself to as much education as he

may desire and can receive profit-
ably —no less, and certainly no
more. Special training schools
should be expected to increase the
skills of non-college material. Capa-
ble students must be permitted to
progress as fast as time and their
abilities allow, not retarded and
dulled by forced association with
dullards and incompetents in the
classroom. Our very survival, and
perhaps the survival of civilization
throughout the world, may depend
upon our clear recognition of this
basic educational principle.

Quite recently, there have been
hopeful signs in education, signs
which should be and perhaps are
straws in the wind. There is more
interest in education, as evidenced
by increased publicity and discus-
sion in many quarters. Colleges and
lower-level schools are expanding
their physical plants, and salaries of
teachers are being adjusted up-
ward. Retirement age of qualified
and physically fit teachers are be-
ing raised, thus making available
mature knowledge and skills which

formerly were cut off years earlier.

Such things are good, but they
are not enough. The very core of
the educational problem remains to
be solved. We must revise and
strengthen our curricula. We must
place major emphasis on knowledge
and teaching ability, rather than on
mere degrees held by teaching staff
members. Even publication, vital as
it is to educational growth and pres-
tige, must not be recognized as a
substitute for effective classroom
presentation of subject matter. We
must expect and demand closer co-
operation between departments,
schools, and colleges, as well as be-
tween teaching personnel and ad-
ministrative officials. Area studies
involving various departments in
one major. field, including its peri-
pheral ramifications, are capable of
far greater expansion into increased
usefulness for students and faculty.
And our ideological approach to
education must be revised to serve
rather than to strangle our demo-
cratic tenets.
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The Student Committee for a Free China is an ad hoc project of the American Secretariat
of the World Youth Crusade for Freedom, Inc.
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. . . The laws, and the politictans who
favor them, are the product of the mass-
mind of America, and that mass-mind is
the product of the ideas implanted in it
long ago and carefully cultured through
the years. Unless and until this mass-mind

of America is re-educated to freedom, the
end product of Socialism is unavoidable.
No program based on a policy of immedi-
acy can prevent it.

The Task of those who would stop our de-
scent should not be the changing of laws
but the inculcation of values which will
make such laws impossible. That is a dif-
ficult chore, to be sure, but it is the only
(JnIe capable of producing the desired re-
sult.

From the essay, “For Qur Children’s
Children™

Written in 1949 by Frank Chodorouv,
Founder and President of the Inter-
collegiate Society of Individualists

Milwaukee .9, ‘Wisconsin
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W. H. Brady Co. offers employment opportunities to competent young
men and women with a strong basic liberal arts education and with spe-
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16 INSIGHT AND OUTLOOK

hindsights

It was beautitul. On the very morning the bombs drop-
ped on Cairo, James Reston, in a special column writ-
ten from his listening post in Cairo, was telling
everyone not to worry — that no war would break out
in the Middle East. We don’t want to rub it in, but
isn’t this the same guy who keeps telling us that the

Russians aren’t coming?

In fact, the Russians did come — to the U.N., bang-
ing figurative shoes, and doing their best to achieve
the final solution to the Jewish problem. Appeasement

of Adolf Kosygin, anyone?

Speaking of the UN., how did we manage to find a
friend in Africa to go with us in opposing the Soviet
call for an emergency session. What's wrong with the
Republic of Botswana, anyhow? Don't they know that
the first tenet of African unity is that the U.S.A. is

always wrong?

Question: which showed the greatest effectiveness
and the strongest grasp on reality — the League of
Nations in answering Mussolini’s fascist attack on
Haile Selassie or the United Nations in answering Nas-
ser’s fascist attack on Israel? Answer: the League, be-
cause at least it didn’t try to argue that Mussolini was

right.

Remarkable what U Thant is doing to improve the
image of the late Dag Hammarskjold, is it not? Do
vou suppose the next secretary-general will be another

neutralist, such as, for example, Chou En-lai?
Dean Rusk is a recorded announcement.

We can see it coming now; fund raisers the country
over, or at least, anyone who raises funds for one so
presumptious as to challenge the anti-anti-communist
euphoria will promptly be labled a Doddite. And we

shall find ourselves defending Doddism.
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