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31 January 1969

Greetings,

I have just returned from several daye in Vientiane--

IV3 had ite anual meeting last weck. It.was neces ary to
fly in and out of Vientiane because the road is closed.
The P.L. blew up a large gmmunition dump 17 km from
Vientiane a couple of weeks ago, and there have been
P.L. troop movements near the roads which lead to _
Vientisne. After the blowing up of the ammunition
dump there was a fight in Vientiane between some Lao
army soldiers and the-P.L. The fight took place in
the morning market; the P.L. go to_the market every

morning to buy food etc--the P.L. have a delegation
stationed acroses the street from the market. Things

were quiet, however, during my stay in Vientiane.

Evergthing is fine hers. I have pret‘g_much defined my
job by-now. As gerha s 1 mentigned before-1 will be
toncerned p;imar ly with designing training cirriculums.

The main emphasis of the training will be to teach people

how to work with the government, about development principle

and how the dam will affect them, and about nationslism.
The main emphasis will be placed on training in
nationalism (a touchy subject for many Americans here).

I have still to move into my house due primarily to
all the red tape that must be contended with in Vte.
Within one or two weeks I will be moved in, and will be
able to get down to the real work.

Loring W. and me were planning to spend two weeks in
an area near here in order to meet the local leaders
who will come to the next training session scheduled for
next month (I will only observe this seesion). This trip

has becn delayed, however, since thie area is traditionally
P.L. and is serving ndw as one of the staginé pointe of the
P.L. #1 for the recent weeks activities. A% any rate, 1

will be spending the next several months working on a
training plan which will be izplemented in six months or
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Your travel itinerary sounds satisfactory, 1 would

recommend, however spending three daye in Bangkolk instead
of two--there are more things to do and dee in Banékok than
Vientiane. Whether or not I counldmake it to BangRok is

gncther Ee?§¥é makg%él §ﬂ§9ag g§ é gggng?e what the situation

I receivod the film you sente 1 am sending two rollu.

Thg_rnﬁugnaa,whn.gamgjﬁxnmuhﬁhiﬂg thawémm£giigjﬁ!gﬁhgin A
resattled in areas naax' Ban Keun and Thalaat.

I hava om request {‘or Gariltmaa—-a aubagripgien tg the
t'L h - 'I-don't k

ya G%ﬁégag Iiiave pro%{z!red Eﬁgaw gtrl-—- 3' ng It gve

been in Vie have been quite busy and, since the post office

hours.are few, I have been unable to pack andsend them.

Ban Na Nine--pictured in the .6né roll of film=-is mode rately

* P.L. (a P.L. trail passes near the village, and the head of

the P.L: in this area comes from there). 1 walked into
this village with a couple of people this week. The village

- is located on the NN river 5 or 6 km downstream from Thalaat.

411 Br now,

s e e i A j e e




Ban Thalaat;'Laos
22 February 1969

Grestings,

About the only newsworthy thing that has havpened around
here since I last wrote is that the PL attacked the-vills

“where my house is located. About 20 PL came into the village

at 10:00 pm and stayed in the village for 30 minutes.
The village, which only has about 15 houses,; is the site of

a military civic action"school". The PL shot up the house of
the officer 1n_ohar§p of civic action while he, his wife and
six children hid under a bed. The PL also fired a couple of

S?c&eta into hig gapico Td bu{ncd dowg Tne of thg bu 1din B
he aeven BE diers w ive in the v 3 hem

of” when came, and two sta on and-of fered somo

reaistance. There wers no casual ies. Fortunately I had

not yet moved into the village (the attsck was on the th)
and at present I do not intend to. I am in the process of

looking for a house in Thalast.

Also on the 9th the PL attacked and nearly took Moung Soui
(located weet and a little north of Xieng Khouang), a very

strategic site. In the at ack a couple of American military
atiaches were killed.

The report you saw on TV about the refugees was the one
originating here. T he village that was shown wee is Na
Sang Nga=-=1 took a number of pictures when we were there.

This is the village where we took out the body of the Lao
soldier who wae killed by the PL (see picturs).

The War onere are presently on vacation in Thailand. They
left here a week and a half ago, and will return in ancther
week and a half.

ngzeaently worklnﬁ on m¥ firat Ero ect, the forminf

an information team which w oub to different ® 1lages
end-shew—movies. On the team w 1 be a person who shows
movies, one who tedd3d stories and one who glaya a "violin"
and eings. The purpose will be to tell villagers about the
changes which will be brought about by the dam, about Laos

and about the countries bordering on Laos. The training
programs have been stopped foo now because area from which the
lToecal leaders fep-the-mext will be drawn for the next program
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6 May 1969
Ban Thalat, Lacs

Greetings, s

I have becsn extremely busy ever since you left trying to
get my information progrem orgenized. This hes required
thet 1 spend a good deel of time in Vientisne running
sround seeing different people, stc. But I am now back
in Ban Thealat, and the program is due to get under way
next wesk. There will be four ona-wesk.

will take me through the first week of June. During the
latter pert of June I will probebly take off on my
vecetion.

It has been extremsly hot here lately, but we gained =
respite last night when we got the first substantial rain
of the sesson. It 1s continuing to be resiny and cloudy
today,

Accompanying this letter are two rolls of film.

I heve been doing most of my travelling to Vientiene and
back by eir now; there still continue to be & goodly
number of embushes aslong some of the roads.

Have you sent the blank checks yet? If not, send them as
acon as poiiiﬁble as I am in dire need of them.

o e T e S T

There's not much more to sesy et present 2s not much heas
been going on lately,

S -



Ban Thalat
27 May 1969

Greetings,

E verything is alright here. I have been quite busy during the
course of the last two weeks due to the fact thet my training
programs heve begun. The second one is presently underway, end
the third ~nd last one is next week.

After this progrem is over 1 will drew up the plan for the next
one which will probably begin in Auguet. The next program will
be for the refugees who came from behind the dam.

I will probably teke off on my vacetion for three weeks during
the le ter part of June. On my wey back to Laos Wag oner and 1 intend

to meet in Bangkok and spend a week visiting a treining center
nesr Bangkok for Thel government of icials.

We are elso hoping to visit the city of Xieng Khoueng, recently
captured from the PL, sometime during the next couple of wesks.

The reiny season has begun here. It hes reined everydsy for the
lest week.

PL activity in this esrea picked up for & few deys, and then
dropped off. About fifty PL entered = village a few kilometers

away to take rice. There wes also & couple of sdldiers killed
neerby in an ambush. There has aleo been e couple of nighte of
ertillary fire, directed et points a short distence away. But
everything is XEXXE quiet now.

I am presently armed with a cerbine presented by the army.

Nothing else to say et present,




Ban Thalat, Laos
23 June 1968

5?
Greetings,

I have been exteemely busy as of late. My training program
finished during the first week of this month, and 1
immediately began planning for the next one, scheduled
to begin in August. It will be a national unity program
for the people who come from the area behind the dam.
About 80% of these people are PL. Have you read the book
Reported to be Alive by Grent Wolfkill? It is in the
library et home. It is about his experiences in a PL
prison in Laos; his plane went down in the area behind
the dem, and some of the villagers from this area were
his captors (we asked them).

We are slso presently negotiating with USIS to get a
redio transmitter up here to broadcast programs about
the dam, etfi. Also, we hope to begin & newspaper.

The Prime Minister (Souvenna Phouma) and the Crown Prince
came to Phone Hong a couple of weeks ago to dedicate the
road from Vientiane to Lueng Prabeng (the road wae recently
completed). The last role of fidm I sent hae pictures
of thi event, as does the role of film I em eending
today. The Grown Prince is the man with the mustache.
with L. “aggoner
I have made several trips by plane to visit Meo refugees
on a nearby mountains Most of these refugees are PL, but
they left there old homes on the mountain due to bombing
raidse USAID is now providing them with rice, etc.

There has bsen no fighting around here for about the last
month (about 50 PL went into a village sbout 5 km awey
to get rice st that time). There has been a lot of
artillery fire the last couple of nights, however, at

PL about &6 km eway (behind the dem).

We habe had & lot of rain lately and the water level of
the river hss risen considerably--there is a picture of
the river in this role of fidm.
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I em going to Indonesia nest week (on the 26th). I will

fly direct from Vientiesne to Singapore. After a dey in Singap
I will go to Bali for about a weeke. ,hen I will go overland
to Jogjexkarta and Djekarta. T hen back to Singapore for

@& couple more days before going back to Laos. I will not

go to North Borneo becsuse I don't have enough time; I can
only take two weeke on this vecation because I have a lot

of work here.

By the tiem I return from vecation I will move into my
new house. It is due to be completed in a week or so.

All for nowe I will send a letter fr?li,
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EMBASSY
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
U.S. AID MISSION VIENTIANE, LAOS
TO LAOS

July 28, 1969

Mr. Fritz Benson
IVS
c/o IVS/Vientiane

Dear Fritz:

I wish to express my heartfelt relief that you survived without harm
the destructive attack on Ban Thalat the other night, Even more
important, I commend you for your coolness and your courage in a
truly terrifying situation.

The effectiveness of American efforts undoubtedly drew this vicious
assault, and this is in its way a tribute to you and the work with
which you are associated. It is the kind of commendation I am sure
you would not wish to have repeated.

We are constantly apprehensive of the dangers that you and other
IVSers face, along with their colleagues from USAID and other aid-
giving agencies, and we are well aware of the limitations on our
ability to help you in the presence of hostile forces. It weighs
heavily upon us. I thank God each time one of you survives a close
call, sad I and my associates hurt deeply each time one of your num-
ber falls.

Thanks, Fritz, from the bottom of my heart on behalf of all of us.
Your exemplary behavior in the face of grave danger has helped
strengthen the resolve of both Lao and American people, and we
are very proud of you.

rely yours,

LC»&] ﬂ e ,(/<_/\.
Charles A,
Director
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C/0 USAID/RD APO San Francisco, 96352
July 30, 1969

Mr, Arthur Z. Gardiner

Executive Director

International Voluntary Services, Inc.
1555 Connecticut, Avenue, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20036

Dear Mr. Gardiner:

Ban Tha Lat is a village about 70 kilometers north cof Vientisne and
the location of a dam project. A week azo it wss povulated with a
Japenese construction crew, a USAID CDAA and his wife and two children,
four members of the Asien Christian Service and Fritz Benson, as well
as the local populace,

In the early monring hours of July 24th a force of Pathet Lao-Vietminh,
now believed to have been close to battalion strength, entered the ares
without any American foreknowledge. Several of the unfriendlys went to

the AID compound and after some loud shouting asnd screaming, began
shooting at buildings housing Americans. When they entered Fritz Benson's
house he had already fled into a tunnel connecting his bedroom and kitchen.
He remained in the tunnel from about 0130 to dawn.

Although they didn't enter his bedroom and thus never saw the tunnel
entrence, they did confiscate several items and damaged the house with
AK fire and explosives. The same was done to the CDAA's house (he was
in his tunnel with his family and with the ACS people).

One man, a2 driver for the Japanese, was killed. Iater, several RIG
soldiers were killed when their reliel colum was ambushed. The bridge
crossing the river to the Japanese camp and the dam were nct objects of
attack, Ths Amerizans, and their-effsedivenese-in-the-srea y.obviously
were.

At this time Fritz and Loring Waggoner, the CDAA, return to the area
during daylight hours. They leave before dark and sleep in Vientiane.
And this will continue until some questions are answered, and until
security becomes a reality., Most important among these questions are
items involving the inaction by local FAR garrisons and warnings which
preceded the incident by several hours. These were received by the
Japanese and by the local troops, but never reached the Americans,

¢

A MON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION DESIGNED TO PROMOTE “PEOPLE TO PEOME" COOPERATION IN FOREIGN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
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Personally, the noise before the attack and the limited searching
during the shooting suggests to me that an effort was made to avoid
meeting the Americans. There was no real attempt to locate the
occupants. But, we still have to say that we were very, very lucky.

Fritz is in good shape. A few bruises from his hasty movements into
the tumnel and a couple of days of what can be expected from someone
who has crouched in the darkness and listened to soldiers rampaging
through his house. They ate his bread, fired rounds through his
brick walls, took his radio, smashed his tape recorder, left with

his shaving things and then dropped a crude grenade at his front door.

o
On Saturday, the survivors of Ban Tha Lat, and Art/and myself, had

Jenel=with<the A%aaamﬂ’~*, serem=lyreiyiis r001+—aiﬁ“fﬁe CETr Iy morr i me——

of the 24th became just another bad memory.

I expect it'll be months before we go back there at night.

Sincerely,

3t

Waltér B. Johnsorn
Director of IVS
Vientiene, Laos

WBJ/bls



1555 CONNECTICUT AVE., NW.e WASHINGTON, D. C. 20034
TELEPHONE DUPONT 7-5533 CABLE: VOLSERV

August 4, 1969

Mr. Fritz Benson
IVS/USAID
APO San Francisco 96352

Dear Fritz:

I have just received a copy of Director Mann's letter
to you of July 28th and the report of the incident at
Ban Thalat in Walt Johnson's letter to me of July 30th.
Let me say how proud we all are of you for your coura-
geous conduct and I can do no more than echo what Mr.
Mann has already said. IVS is proud to have you in its
ranks.

Yours sincerely,

/M.v——a
Art ur Gardiner

Executive Director

AZG/md
cc: Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Benson
Mr. Walter Johnson

A NON=PROFIT ORGANIZATION DESIGNED TO PROMOTE "'PEOPLE TO PEOPLE®® COOPERATION IN FOREIGN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
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EMBASSY
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

U.S.AID MISSION VIENTIANE, LAOS
TO LAOS

Mr. Frederick C. Benson
Operations Officer JUL 2 9197
ORA - Vientiane

Dear Mr. Benson,

During the past twelve months there have been large and historic movements
of refugees in Military Region II, the Vientiane/Paksane area and the Pakse
and Luang Prabang areas. The success of these large movements of refugees
to areas of safe haven can be attributed to the outstanding performance of
USAID personnel, such as yourself, who were engaged in the initial and sub-
sequent phases of relocating the people during the spring and early summer
months of 1970.

Concurrently with the relief and relocation program a requirement for timely
and accurate information on refugee population and movements became evident.
A weekly reporting procedure to fulfill this need was established per my
request in April 1970 and for the first time in the long history of USAID/ Laos
refugee assistance regular reports have been submitted and made available

to all interested parties. The major task of training, organizing and position-
ing Lao personnel in the field together with the collection and evaluation of
information for the weekly report has rested with you.

I wish to commend you on the organized, intellectual and professional manner
in which you have approached and implemented this new and important task.
You are also to be complemented on your preparation of briefing material and
maps which are extremely helpful on keeping up-to-date on a constantly chang-
ing situation. Your outstanding performance and dedication to your task is
highly appreciated by me and everyone concerned with the refugee assistance
program. I am certain that your continued splendid efforts will result in the
further refinement of the reporting system and will provide the most accurate
information possible. Keep up the good work.

Si

Charles A. Mann
Director



EMBASSY
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
U.S.AID MISSION VIENTIANE, LAOS
TO LAQOS

September 23, 1971

Mr. Frederic C. Benson
ORA

Dear Mr. Benson:

I wish to express my sincere appreclation and
satlsfaction with your exceptionally fine performance
when you and one other officer bore the brunt of the
displacement operation for the Office of Refugee
Affairs when the alirfield refugee support element was
moved to Udorn during the flood period 17 August to
10 September 1971.

Your part in this complicated, collective operation
which enabled uninterrupted alr support of refugee
operations to be conducted from Udorn reflects a high
degree of initiative, imagination and energy on your
part. During my visit to your temporary activity at
Udorn I was thoroughly impressed with 1ts efficlent
layout and the fact that it was maintaining essentially
the same refugee support lmpetus as the permanent ORA
activity that normally operated at the alrfield in
Vientiane. All of this speaks extremely well of the
fine Jjob you did.

A copy of this citation has been placed in your
personnel file.

erely yours,

.‘./ 2
Ciﬁgc{iﬁy §
Charles A./Mann
Director
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