LIBRARIES

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

The Australian bee bulletin. Vol. 3, no. 33
February 24, 1895

West Maitland, N.S.W.: E. Tipper, February 24, 1895
https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dlI/VECNQOG43FDOL8H

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NKC/1.0/

For information on re-use see:
http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Copyright

The libraries provide public access to a wide range of material, including online exhibits, digitized
collections, archival finding aids, our catalog, online articles, and a growing range of materials in many
media.

When possible, we provide rights information in catalog records, finding aids, and other metadata that
accompanies collections or items. However, it is always the user's obligation to evaluate copyright and
rights issues in light of their own use.

728 State Street | Madison, Wisconsin 53706 | library.wisc.edu

Y / { { A



Registered at the General Post Office, Sydney, for transmission by post as a Newspaper

AUSTRZ |
‘Q‘SE) = L]‘qflf

BEE BULLETIN.

_..¢.‘;_,_.nmo_~_%n¢u»—
A MONTHLY JOURNAL, DEVOTED TO BEE-KEEPING.
Yoo fwo s dnsnanve 00

Prr Cory, 6d
Per Annum 53, booked 65 6d; in Australasia, outside N.S. W, add 6d. postage.

i et vt ke e B NS,

COMB FOUNDATION
DIMDIVEH{ED

% FREE#&
To any Railway Station in the colony, in lots
of 5lbs and over.
¥R, L, PENTI EE, 9
MANUFACTURER OF BEE-KEEPERS’ SUPPLIES
WEST MAITLAND, N.S. W

R. K. ALLPORT,
Manufacturer and Importer of Beekeepers” Appliances,

CHUTER STREET, OFF UNION STREET, NORTH SYDNEY.
Office—4 O’Connell Street, Sydney. P.O. Box, 854,
ILLUSTRATED AND DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE FREE ON APPLICATION,
NO. 8 HIVE—This is the same pattern as Reot’s §-framed dov. _.ilud hive, but instead of
sides and ends being dove-tailed, they are rabbitted. !

Nailed In the flat.
up. 3incrate. 15in crate.
Single Storey Hive i 6/9 5/6 5/
One-and-a-half Storey Hive, , 9/8 7/9 =
Two Storey e 45 10/3 8/3 7/6

COMB FOUNDATION. MY OWN MANUFAOTURE,.
Made of Pure Australian Beeswax. in sheets of 16-in by 8-in, This fits the Langstroth and
Berlepsch frames without waste, or special sizes made to order. Brood Foundation is made with
Denham Mill (recommended) unless ordered otherwise. Any size cut to order.

1st Quality, Best Yellow Wax. 2nd Quality. Pure Beeswax,
BROOD,

g 3 SUPER. but Dark Brood only.
Bix sheets o 1b. Eighteen half sheets to Ib,
per 1b, per 1b.
Talbsceion Vaiven 28 0d o 25 6d i ol 1s11d
BIbR S 1s 11d o 28 6d e o 1s 10d
100 1bsy .ot vaowe 18 9d e 2s 3d vr v 1s 8d
(10 R O veve 18 8d 2s 2d

¥ Ty ik s 7d
1 ewt. and over by special arrangement,

Carvage paid to any Railway Stetion in New South Wales in lots of blbs. and over. g
&
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TO BEE KEEPERS.

)o(

Study your interests and send your orders to

DHLLBET AND HDGAR S j

—F 0 R—

Be-keepers' <+ Tinware,

L Where your Orders shall receive prompt attention. Price Lists on application.

DILLEY & HOGAN
 Tinsmiths,

High Street, West Maitland, New South Wales.

g A MERIC AN o3
Hiwves, Sections, and all kinds of
Bee Appliances

CAN be furnished CHEAPER than any others. We make all goods of Latest Patterns and
Btyles. By clubbing your orders you can get goods from us at low rate of freight. and we
give you special low prices. Write to us for large Illustrated Catalogue and Price List, also a free
copy of The American Beekeeper, a monthly paper. This House has been established 12 years, and -
is the largest in the world, Address—

Toe W. T. FALCONER Manvuracruring Co.,

JAMESTOWN, N.Y.,, U.S.A.

b2 0 YOU WANT A REALLY GOOD, CHEAP & USEFUL PAPER?

THEN TRY THIS ONE! YOU CAN'T DO BETTER!

Anstrala
Interesting & Instructive to the Wife and Children, ag well as the Father,
The Paper for every Home & Farm. It claims your support.

Home & Farm Publishing Co., 249 Olarence St., Sydnev.

_-' With Awstralion Bee Buylletin,'7s per annwem 14ED

a Year
7% 12 Eeswag,
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~ QUEENS, QUEENS, (QUEENS.

From Australia’s Largest Breeder.

l 1 have been breeding Italian Boes since 1883, and by e
stock, and constant importations of the best stock to be obt

: 3 ty 18 excelled by none. My Home yard
18 stocked with over 200 eslonies (not including queen raising nuelei) of "as choice Ttalian bees as

ware ever grouped in a single apiary. If you have not already tried this strain, send along your

- orders at once, and see what beautiful queens I can furnish.  No other bees ave kept within four
miles of this apiary, and as it is stocked with thousands of choice Ttalian drones, the masing of my
Italian Queens, as far as black drones are concerned, is practically nnder control. Carniolan Bees

: I imported in 1892, and they have since heen despatched to all parts of the colonies, That they 1
have come to stay is proved by the scores of favourable reports I have received in regard to them.

All the Carniolan: Queens I sent out are raised from Imported Queens, at my oub-apiaries, and
mated to Italian drones. ’

one three five ten
Untested Italian Queens ., 5= 13/- 20/~ 39/-
Tested SN 8/ 22/6 35/~ . 67/6
Select Tosted Breeding Queen  15/- 42/- 65/~ — 4
Carni-Ttalian Queens s 5/- 13/~ 20/~ 39/

4s I am a successful honey producer, and produce tons each season,
business as well as beauty. In addition to s aumber of superior home-bred
by none, my breeding stock consists of 8 of the Ainest imported queens tha
o of the world’s most careful breeders, All queens sent post free by retu
guaranteed, also safe arrival to all parts of Australasia. My strain of bees has long made a name

for itself in'all of the Australasian colonies, and the few reports I append (gelected from hundreds
of similar ones received) speak for themselves,

HOW THEY PLEASE AND THE WAY THEY GO.

N.S,W.—¢ Bees arrived quite safe, with only a few dead ones in cach hive.
pleased with them, especially the queens, which appear perfect beauties.
gentle and appear to have plen

my bees are bred for
Queens, that are excelled
t could be obtained from
rn mail, and satisfaction

I am very
The workers are very
ty of eneray. Youindeed have 4 beautiful strain.” J, G, Paterson,

Vi, We received the 5 untested queens you sent us in good condition
they had just been taken from their hives, and have much
We were suceessful in introducing them to their hives, where they commenced laying almost
mmmediately, and have now got their hives well fillod with boes, which are very quiet and appar-
ently pure, We are so pleased with them that we intend getting another lot from younext year,”’
W.8. & H. J. W., Teesdalo,

and as lively as if
pleasure in saying they are a fine ot

y ¥ wumy v

8. Aus.-—¢ Queens came to hand safely, and, as you say they are a fine lot,
introduced them and they arve now laying very nicely.” = H.'G., Barker’s Grully.
W. Aus,—¢ Queen arrived safely yesterday, and is now introduced to

Only one of the attendants was dead and all the rest wero as lively
J. 8., Drakes Brook.

N. Z.—¢Received Carni-Ttalian queen in splendid condition (13 days in transit), Not a dead
bee and all as fresh as if just taken from . the hive.  Must  congratuiate you on
your method of ma:ling. When looking for a queen to introduce the Carni-Italian, I found that your
Ltalian had swarmed a very good swarm, with the full ten frames full of brood. I may state that
they are the pride of all beekespers about hers.” W. J. M , Parawai,

and T have safely

a fair colony of bees,
as if just put in, the cage.”’

LEEEN e £

Remit by by P.0.0. payable at Goodna, Don’t neglect to send for my 50 page Catalogue
of Beekoening requisites, which is sent post free and contains much useful information,
CHOKOS NOW IN ABUNDANCE, 3 FOR 2/6 POST FREE.

H. L. JONES, Goodna, Queensland.

y



Frsruary 24, 18957

The Australian Bee ‘Bulletin.

IS TO SEND

- YOUR ORDERS

ANTHONY
HORDERN'S

" UNIVERSAL PROVIDERS,
HAYMARKET (only)

SYDNEY.

YOU HAVE
OUR CATALOCUE

OF COURSE?

If not, send for one. It costs
nothing, and will help
you wonderfully.

Save your copies of the A. Bum
Send to us and we will bind

BuLLETIN.
12 numbers of them for you for 3s 64,
E. TippER.

AWARDED 2 MEDALS & 10 FIRST PRIZES

& 4
Gentle Golden Queens

CARETULLY BRED FROM A
Superb Imported Tested Mother
I this Apiary where no smoke vs used.

BREEDERS,
20/~ each

TESTED.
10/- each

UnresTED.
5/~ each
All Queens forwarded by return, in introduc-
ing cages, post paid, Safe arrival guaranteed up
to 21 days.

R. Patten, Bimi Apiary, Bolwarra,
WEST MAITLAND. N.S'W.

THE ECCNOMIC

Housewife's & Beckeeper's
GUIDE TO COOKERY.

Ry e

AN EXPERIENCED AUSTRALIAN COOK.

PRICE 6d, PER POST 7d.

To be had of B, Tipper, Australian Bee Bullelin
Office, and all Booksellers.

Hunter River Bee-Keepers'

Association.
MONTHLY MEETINGS.

TUESDAY, MARCH 121H.
Subject—Size, shape and make of hives: (Gontd.)
C. MANSFIELD, Hon. Sec.

» oA mE
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Disappoiniment versus Satisfaction.

No More UntestedQuee ns!
READ THE FOLLOWING—

Mr ——, alarge apiarist in an, adjoining colony
saye—¢ Last season I bought over a dozen from a
man at one time, untested, but they all proved to
be mismated, and every one small.”*

Mz -—, a beekeeper in this colony, says—‘‘The
six untested queens I got from you all proved to be
purely mated with Italian drones.”’

For gueen breeding my location is unequalled,
ag far as the eye can reach may be seen waving
fields of lucerne, maize, &ec., &c., and no bush bees
to interfere. My apiary contains nothing but pure
Ttalians, bred from imported mothers.

ONE BREED ONE YARD.

~ Ligurians or leather-coloured Italians will be
bred in orie yard and the American or five-banded
in another three miles away, all from lmported
Mothers. )

Prices until Further Notice.
Warranted Ligurians (leather-coloured) 1 for 6/->
4 for 20/-
Warranted Golden Italians, 1 for 6/-, 4 for 20/-
One gratis with each half dozen.
Choice Breeders, 15/- each, 2 for 24/- either breed.
Hives with Combs, Bees, &c., complete, 15/~ extra.

Bronze Medal and Diploma for Honey at the World’s Fair, Chicago, U.8.A.
First Prize for Purest Italian Queen and Bees at the N.H. & P. Association, Sydney, 1894.
Scoves of flattering testimonials from all parts of the Australian colonies.

C. MANSFIELD,

HUNTER RIVER APIARY, LARGS, N.S.W.

"MTMMhomm as B. Bloxwxww

Begs to call special attention to the following Seasonable articles, which for high quality
; have never been excelled :—
T & O Exhibitors at Shows, and those who
Enamelled Metal Section Cases. iu.lmge qumnites of Comb Honey
for public sale, have hecome keenly alive to the fact that one of the greatest inducements to Shop-Keepers to

consent to stock Honey, and to the Public to buy it, is the appearance and neatness of the get-up of the
package containing the Honey in Comb. They can be had with or without fastenings.

Special attention is called to the Metal Screw-top Honey Boftle for use at

Honey Bottles Shows, these being of very fine quality.
Perfection and Rapid Tin Feeders. Yo ot o o s

For quick feeding the RAPID TIN FEEDER is all that can be desired, My Feeders have stood the test of many
years, and are still the best in the market. In the Catalogue mentioned below full descriptions and illustrations

will be found.
Honey Extractors, Honey Ripeners and Honey Presses with all the latest improvements. Also

Bmoxers, Tinware of every Description, best Sheflield Knives and Cutlery of all approved patterns.
Special Terms offered to the Trade. Send for 74-page Catalogue, with 120 illustrations,

T. B. BLOW, Welwyn, England.
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%WN another column Mr. Abram draws

attention to the business to be trans-

i»):}g acted at the forthcoming Conven-

» tion to take place at Bathurst. He des-
erves every commendation for setting
the ball rolling. There were two even-
ings we spent since last Convention, that
=« woe would like to spend the like again,
*  the one was Mrs. May’s Demonstration
‘x of Cookery with Honey. Could that
lady be induced to give another such an

4 svening not only the beckeepers of N.
8. Wales, but the people of Bathurst,
= would have a most enjoyable and profit-
able evening. 'The other evening was

4 with Mr. Mansfield’s magic lantern,
% We would suggest to the N.B.A. the
= advisibility of considering these matters
Will some of our readers give us other
suggestions? We have been also in-
_, formed that the Delegates to the lafe
Agricultural Conference at Richmond,
 were allowed free passes on the N.3.'W.
railways. At the Mildura conferencs of

- fruit-growers, the same privilege was
also accorded by the railways of the
-5 other colonies. Why should not bee-
keepers have like privilege ? We trust

# the Committee of the National B.K.A.
will take these matters into consideration.

J

r-

_ An article by Mr Humble, on ‘The
“ Growth of Heddonism,” in our next.

. A Bee-keepers Convention was held at
“" Mrs. Atchley's, Beeville, in December,
. at which some 300 delegates were
1 present.

Mrs Atchley writes us she purposes,
2t no distant date, to visit Australia.
4 Wo fool assured bee-keepers will do

their best to make her visit most
<> enjoyable.

Mr ¥ L. Jones, of Goodna, Queens-
land, 1 since 1894, kopt a diary of
. Bl bred. . 5
apial, . vuos;-such as the time the dif-
favent trees blossom, &e. He has pro-
mised us a resume of it. We feel as-
sured it will be read with very great

interest.

‘We are sorry to learn that Mr Albert
Gale has been detained saeveral weeks in
Brisbane, Q., in attendance on a son
suffering from a bad attack of typhoid
fever. Woe sincerely trust ere this the
latter 1is recovering, and Mr Gale’s
anxiety abated.

Our picture frames have received an-
other addition this month, in the shape
of a very nice cabinet photo of Mr
Roberts’ apiary at Muswellbrook. There
are some 30 hives, and scattered among
the hives are Mr Roberts, Mrs Roberts,
her sister, and Mrs Roberts’ four litrle

girls  The background includes work-
shop, and honey room with bee escape on
top.

CONVENTION MATTERS.

W. ABRAM,

Having to keep indoors on account of
the continuous wet weather, of which by
the way we have more than enough, [
want to make myself useful in some other
way, and thus here I am aguin. I am
afraid almost to trouble you too mueh,
theretore apologise for trespassing so fre-
quently upon your gemnerosity, the more
s0 as this time I selecta theme somawhat
outside my provinee, and in faet I da not
oxactly know how and where to begin,
and how or where to end. But as we aro
now nearer the time of the next conven-
tion than before, I may be excusud in not
letting another six months pass by unin-
terrupred, else if everyone does, thn
thing may go “bung.”

In the first place remember that
Bathurst is the selected spot for our next
convention. The committee who under-
tcok the arrangements of affairs hither-
to usually meets in Sydney, it they meet,
and while tho conveution was held in
Sydney everything was easily arranged,
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the more so as we had the very
offer from the Dep. of Instructi
gard to placo of meeting. 3

ors

other facilities also. This year matters-

stand somewhat different, and an early
start might be advisable. A sub. com.
of a couple of beekeepers in Bathurst
might be appointed to arrange as regards
place, accommodation of visitors, ete.
Then invitations for subjects to be dis-
cussed might beissued forthwith, so that
everything could be under way in good
time. Again, the Union’s annual meet-
ing comes in between I suppose, and the
alteration of rules, postponed till then
from last year, comes again under con-
sideration, but I venture to think that
by then you will have decided for the
best suited set and act accordingly. I
have not materially altered my views to
what I expressed in what I submitted
last year. If anything better can be
brought forward, let us have it.
Regarding the convention I would
further suggest that the Mayor of
Bathurst or some such influential person-
age of the town be invited to accept the
chairmanship. We would honour the
town thereby for harbouring us, and no
doubt reap the benefit. But as it may
not suit such a gentleman to be with us
from beginning to end, and to make the
thing more important, T would further
suggest that a vice-chairman be ap-
pointed at the start of the convention or
previously, he to be a known beekeeper.
This proceeding would make the office
as chairman easy and acceptable even to
a gentleman who has little knowledge on
beekeeping, at the same time our
interests are guarded. Gradually we may
see other improvements possible and ut-
ilisethem, in order to obtain a high consti-
tutional standard.In the evenings friendly
conversational discussions, accompanied
by a cup of tea or something else,might
be worth trying and prove a beneficial
change ; it seems quite enough to talk
business all day for perhaps three days,
though the days are not very long then.

For Honey Labels, and all desm‘iptior;s of
Printing, write to the Bee Bulletin Office,

SOUTH AFRICA.

We talke the following from Zhe Port
Elizabeth Telegraph and Eastern Provinee
Standurd, of Thursday, January 3rd:—

Tt appears somewhat singular that while the
prosecution of new industries is so desirable in
that of apiculture appears to
excite little or no interess., Beekeeping is in
other countries considered an useful as well as
profitable pursuit, and as it i3 so remun-
erative in Australia, it ought to be equally so in
South Africa—the home of the honey bee. In
our vast forests there are inexhaustible supplies
of honey-bearing flowers, and honey in many
countries supplies the use of sugar in the manu-
facturing of various confections. The corres-
pondent who bas obligingly furnished us with
the latest issues of the Awstralian Bee Bulletin,
strongly advises farmers and others no longer to
neglect so important an industry as beekeeping,
There is always a market for honey, and the
few samples we sce on the market, that readily

this counfry,

bring a shilling a pound might soon be super- .

seded by larger quantities of the superior article
at a considerably advanced price.  The hives
used in this Colony are generally of the most
primitive home-made kind, being simply a box
or cask, collecting the honey from which inevit-
ably means the wholesale destruction of young
bees. By imported hives, similar to those used
with such success and profit in  Australia,
the bees are not destroyed, but improved, and
increase rapidly, causing a demand for more
hives. The farmers are allowing thousands of
pounds to slip through their fingers by neglect-
ing this industry. One Australian farmer
cleared £1,000 in two years by his honey. He
had in all 214 tons or 48,000 lbs. In Sydney the
very best two-story hives ore sold at 8s 3d each.
Besides the honey, the bee farmer makes a
good thing by selling mead—a drink that is
largely consumed on account of its healthy
properties. A correspondent who draws atten-
tion to the loss sustained by neglect of this
industry, has himself this season taken 120 lbs
of honey from a single hive, Tew of us who
have rambled through such forests as those of
Oliphant’s Hoek, Kroomie, the dense bush
among the Waterkloof Ranges, have failed to
be struck with the preponderance of bees’ nests
in big yellowwood trees. An industry isalmost
at our farmers’ daors but is neglected. Yet
naturalists concur in stating that South Afriea
is the real home of the honey bee. We, there-
fore, put forward the above few remarks for the
consideration of farmers who have, possibly

through want of information, allowed a most
remunerative industry to escape a fair trial and
almost certain success. BT
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’ SPECIAL SUBJECT

AT 2 i,

i A. F. BURBANK, Queensland.
The best time for autumn re-gueening for
2 Southern Queensland is during March. No queen
should be introduced later than the middle of
April. In any dis‘rict the new queens should be
in their hives five weeks before heavy brooding
ceases, This will give queens time to have plenty
o= of young bees in the hive before cold weather
COMES OI.

J. D. G. CADDEN.

I prefer re-queening in autumn, for the young
queen gets to laying well and what bees you go
into winter with are young and strong, get on

= well, and begin to build up carlier n spring, and
' 80 a strong colony tc gather the early fruit
‘>bloom, &e., putting aside the advantage of hav-
W ing drones to mate queens. Yes, decidedly
, antumn is the better time for you have a good
chance of mating to select drones and no waifi-
ing for queen rearing, because of lack of drones

in spring.
] J. WILSON GREEN.
I am beginning to think it is a bad plan to re-
\ queen in the autumn, at least in this part, after
_%_the rainy season starts, as it is too risky to
&~ change the queens, and more so to start queen
rearing, as so much rain prevents the bees from
aetting fresh stores, so many hives kill oft their
drones, and the bees seem disheartened and do
— not build as good cells as in the height of the
seagon, or as many, whilst svery spell of fine
weather robbers are hunting around the hives as
soon as opened. In future I intend to do all re-
queening during the swarming season, as with
% plenty of nuclei and tested queens ready it is
very little trouble, and saves time to the bees,
_ %) and then is the time to get good vigorous queens
and pleuty of royal jelly, and colonies that will
p. build the best of cells.
] BINNI.
Circumstances may occur when it is desiveable
¥ to re-queen a hive in Autumn. TFor instance,
should an apiarist discover a faulty queen
i3 caused by age or accident and at the same tine
~ desire to keep the number of his hives intact, it
would be wise toreplace her with one full of
~““vigour and of the race his experience has proved
best for his locality. T know there has been a
* good deal said and written against autumn bred
queens, but a couple of years experimenting on
o~ this point has failed to prove to me that there is
anything in the contention. As a matter of
o fact, the roverse is the result with me and I
notice such is the experience of some in
America by late files of their journals. The
i % more T study the breeding of queens the more [

am sabisfied il is carefullnes in method vhat counts
and not the season at all, and T contend that a
carelessly bred queen will give poor satisfaction
and poor results, whether bred in Spring,
Summer or Autumn. However, apart from the
above, I fail to see utility in requeening hives in
Autumn just for the love of it. It would en-
tail unjustifiable expense. Better in my opinion
to ¢“ double up ¢ the hive of a poor queen with
a prolific colony than to incur the expense of
another queen, who might through lack of bees
¢ peg out’ during the winter. Locality is a
great factor in determiuing the best course to
pursue on this question, coupled with the com-
mon sense of the bee-keeper. :
QUESTIONS.
A. F. BURBANK.
31 The queen should be allowed to breed as much
as she likes. Should you desire to have the
queen kept in the bottom storey, see that the
worlkers don’t work her out with honey ; when
the bees start this game, remove the full frames
into the super, and put some empty combs (from
which the honey has been extracted) into the
middle of the brood nest, one or two will be
sufficient at a time. This should be done often,
as the changing of the combs must be healthy
for the brood. I would never advise any one to
use queen excluder, because it increases the
swarming mania.

The above is intended for the ten frame Liang-
stroth hive und will keep any ordinary queen
out of the super. If you happen to havea qaeen
that wants more than nine 1., frames for brosd
let her have them, and put on an extra super.

5 A. F. BURBAXK,

32. T have had shis happen five or six time
this season and in all cases the swarms were
weak, and there were robbers about. These
wretches seem to make the bees nervous and
they balled their queen to protect them ; in some
cases the queens w ere balled too tight and killed
Sometimes when queens go oub for their flight
they get back to the wrong hives and are killed
at once, at other times balled for a while first.

33. Mr. William 8. Pleffer, Armidale, writes
__T should like to know the opinions and experi-
ences of bee-keepers about bees finding nests
in the bush. Do they send ont single bees to
spy out the land, or does the whole swarm
search for a nest. I believe they employ both
methods. I have seen, and so has a friend of
mine, the whole swarm looking for a nest,
going from tree te tree. I have also often
seen a single bee making a close inspection of a
tree from bottom to top, flylng with its head
about half an inch from the free. Onee whilst a
friend of mine was camped in the bush he saw
4 swarm on a sapling for five days ; the fifth
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day on coming into camp at sundown’ he was
surprised to see a commotion among the bees.
In a few seconds they were in the air, and flew
straight into a tree about a hundred yards away.
That looks as if they knew where they were
going, and the place had previously been
inspected by some of them.

34, Does the common Australian Box Tree
come into blossom every year or only once in
three years ; 8. RICHARDSON.

J. D. G, CADDEN,

33.—Is answered I think and I believe both
methods are adopted.

34.—Around me the box trees did not blossom
last season, and I am safe in saying that once in
three years is nearer to it, or perhaps a heavier
bloom in that way.

R. A, TAYLOR.

34.—In my opinion the common Australian
box does blossom ouly once in three years,
as it 18 coming in blossom this season

33.—I believe that bees always find a nest
before they go into it, Thad a swarm last year
leave my yard and Ifollowed them to the bush
and they went straight toa tree and into it.

WILLIAM 8. PLEFFER.

34.—The yellow box tree usually comes into
bloom in November, December, and January.
The favourableness of the season or otherwise
regulates its blossoming. Blossom buds form on
new wood and as long as the seasons are favour—
able to the growth of new wood it will put forth
blossoms, until checked by drought. It then
takes several years of rest, more orless prolonged
according to the conditions of the weather. Trees
that have bloomed this season are now covered
with green leaves and young blossom buds.

J. 8. DICK.

33.— Bees most undoubtedly send out scouts to
find suitable nests.

34.—The common box tree does not blossom
every year. It is the same as the gum tree, it
will bear an abundance of bloom, then next sea-
son comparatively none, season after more, and
probably the third an abundance again. My
experience of the gum tree of Glen Innes was a
great crop of bloom only one in six years. The
bees rolled in honey in tons. The tea-tree of
the coast is the same, giving extensive crops of
bloom in something of the same peried, and from
my experience of the box it follows in about the
same time.

E. E., BUTTSWORTH,

34—The common Australian box tree does not
bloom yearly, and I am not sure that it blooms
every three years. The last box trees that I
saw in bloom about here flowered in February
1892, and they do not appear to be coming in
bloom thig year.

33.—I believe it is a usnal thing for a swarm
of bees to send out some of their number to look
forahome, Ihave frequently seen several bees
together examining trees, as if they were search-
ing for a suitable place to live in. I think it
probbles, that a swarm led by a virgin queen
may search for a mnest, for they seldom alight
near their own home.

J. WILSON GREEN.

33-—I believe the usual method is to send out
a few bees, about a dozen, and when they find a
tree more will join them if needed to prepare -
the cavity for their nest. When the whole J
swarm go from tree to tree is, I believe, when
the tree has been- cnt or blown down, or they
may be a starved out one, or making from a
poor locality to a better, Still 1 think they
usually send out from 12 to 20. If you remove
4 swarm hanging on a bush, and no bees flying,
you will usually find about that uumber later
on or perhaps next day.

34, With me it certainly blovms every year,
but I believe yields little except about the third
year, then it yields well and about the best
honey in the bush. ;

SUHUMACH BROS.

33. My opinion bees send out scouts to choose I
a tree for a nest and when they find one to suit
return to the swarm, and then they all remove I
to it. T have seen, hundreds of times, bees flying
up and down trees and looking in every spout as
they came to and inspecting it. On one oceasion
about a dozen bees flying up and down a tree,
and looking in every spout they came to, there
was one they paid great attention to and I
made up my mind to visit the place again next |
day and huve a look at it, and sure enough on
arriving there they were working away. On
several other occasions I have seen and heard
of the same thing. SoI am sure that scouts
are sent out to find a suitable tree.

34. Mr Richardson did not mention what ‘
kind of box tree, white or yellow, but I presume
he meant the former, which blooms h ere every
year. But not the whole of them. They bloom
in the months of April and keep thus until the
latter end of winter. Yellow box blooms here
every year in spring.

BINNI. :
33. The opinion I have always held on this ques- 1
tion is that a hive intent on swarming has, about _
the time queen cells were expected to emerge, E
sent out several field bees to find out a suitable
home for suitable habitation. The first scout to
bring back intelligence causes the swarm to rush |
out pell-mell. TIf while comiing out other scouts 3
return, they join in the stampede and clamour J
for a discussion, on the merits of their infor— ;
mation, hence the clustering of the swarm in |
the vicinity of the old hive. Having accom- 4
plished this, several bees may be observed "7
to leave the point of the cluster and dart away,
seeming to be delegated to investigate the whole<}
matter. On the return of these, away goes the
gwarm to the spot finally selected. Should only
one scout return within a certain time the swarm |
decamps to the spot selected by this one and the |
other scouts returning later on, finding the
swarm gone, remain with the parent hive. I
admit the *‘very-like-a-whale’” aspect of this<
theory, but I cannot account for this very inter- |
ting act of bees on any more reasonable ground 4

[Several valuable replies came when forms on ;
press, but will go in our next. |
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H-R.B-K-A

The usual monthly meeting of the
above took place at the Technological
Rooms, West Maitland on Tuesday, Feb.
12th. Mr M. Scobie was in the chair,
and there were present Mr C. Mansfield,
Secretary ; Messers. Harden, Noad, W.
8. Pender, R. L. Pender, . Pender, J.
F.Munday, E. Tipper, and Mr Halloran
of Wagga Wagga (vn a visit to the
town.)

Mr G.T. Pender placed on the table
a Higginsville cover. It consisted of
five pieces, the main top consisting of
two, thicker on one edge than the other
with a steady taper. The two thick edges
are placed together, and a piece about 2
inches wide and length of hive acts as a
ridge cap. Two pieces, one at each end,
in front and back of hive, complete a
cover that it is elaimed does not warp,
and easily throws rain off.

Correspondence were read and several
accounts passed.

The members gave accounts of the
state of the honey gathering in their re.
spective districts, which were by no
means encouraging, the wet weather and
the floods having quite stopped the flow.

Mr Halloran said through foul brood,
which he had congquered, he had now but
nine swarms from which he had taken
about 600 pounds of honey of very good
quality, principally white and yellow box,
river gum, and pepper trees, White
clover would not grow there, but there
were plenty of small bush flowers.

Mr Mansfield gave several experionces
he had lately come across of two queens
in one hive. In one case he was led fo
believe there must be another queen in
the hive as eggs were being laid very
regularly while previously another queen
had laid them otherwise. He searched
and found the two.

Mr Tipper reported that he had re-
ceived a communication from Mrs Atchley
in which she expressed her intention fto
visit Australia.

Mr W. 8. Pender read his premised
paper on ‘‘ Size and shape of hives and
frames” which will be found elsewhere.
It was resolved discussion on the paper
be left over till next meeting

On the motion of Mr R. L. Pender a
vote of thanks was accorded to. Mr
Halloran for his visit. It was carried
with acclamation and duly responded to
by the visitor.

MUSWELLBROOK BEEKEEP-
ERS’ ASSOCIATION.

From the Muswellbrook Register.

The usual monthly meeting of the Bee-
keopers’ Association was held in the
School of Arts on Baturday night, the
9th instant, when the attendance of
members was only moderate., The chiet
business of the evening, was the reading
of a paper on ‘ Bee-robbers,” by Mr.
Clarke, which was followed by a diseus-
sion. Mr. Clarke’s paper was as follows :

One of the pests of the apiary is the ¢ Robber
Bee,”” and every beekeeper should know how to
prevent robbing, be able to recognise robbers,
and know how to deal with them, when they put
in an appearance,

Tt is seldom that we will be froubled by this
nuisance while there is'a possibility of collecting
honey or pollen in the field, but it is after the
honey harvest, when the worker has no honest
employment, that they begin to turn their
attention to the other colonies with a view to
extracting the honey thorefrom, aud if they
find one that has neglected to “ mount guard,”’
or who are not strong enough to defend them-
selves, you may depend that they will commence
to remove the stores to their own hive, even if
they have to fight every inch of the way. They
will, if possible, overcome the defenders of the
hive, leaving them dead or disablel in their box,
and carry off all their hard earnings. 'The
experienced beckeeper will have no difficulty in
knowing when some of his weaker colonies are
being set on by the robber. The first sign will be
a number of bees in a great state of excitement
in front of a certain box. On going to enquire the
reason he may discover by bitter experience that
his bees are unusually angryand will come at him
as soon as he approaches them, stinging most
recklessly. After getting his veil on and exam-
ining closely he will discover that bees are
fighting their way into the box and oub again,
evidently heavily laden, and taking to the wing



N
4
N

\

250

The Austri®ian Bee Bulletin.

with great difficulty, perhaps climbing up the
side of the box so as to get a start from a more
elevated position than the alighting board. Hewill
also see bees examining the joints of the box, fhe
bottom board anl the cover, endeavouring to
getin by a back door or window as it were,
those alighting on the board at the entrance
moeting with great opposition from the inhabif-
ants of the hive, who will defend {heir stores
to the last, but they must be overpowered, as
bees will flock from all parts to take a hand in
the work of destruction once it is fairly com-
menced. To stop the business if it well to con-.
tract the entranee so that the defenders of the
position will not be soexpused to attack. If they
cannot then hold their own, it will be necessary to
block up up the entrance altogether. If this is
done on a hot day, it will be well to give the bees
in the box plenty of fresh air, for thereis a
danger of them beingsuffocated.This can be done
by putting on another story and covering with
wire cloth. Open the box again in the evening
should robbing start again next day, close again
and keep closed for a day or two. Should this
not have the desired cff ot, some recommend
that the assailed box should be moved, and
places changed with one of the best fighting
colonies in the apiary. Another very good plan
is to cover the box with a bee tent/if you should
be so fortunate as to have one) until things
become quiet. Or it is recommended that a
piece of cloth laid across the entrance, sprinlkled
with water out of a watering can and over the
bees about, if repeated twice or three times,
appears to frighten the robbers. Or place a
handful of straw in front of the entrance, so
that the bees will have to work their way in
through it. Theinhabitants of the box will find
their way through, in or out, but the robbers do
not like it, and will take themselves off. These
are some of the methods recommended by Amer-
ican experts to stop this evil. Local beekespers
advice that the division board plan should be
tried, and declare it to be an infallible cure.
That is, takea piece of board, from § {o § of an
iich in thickness, and fasten it to a frame top
bar, so that it can be put into a box like an ordi-
nary frame, but the board mu t fit the box.
touching hoth enas, bottom and top boards. Cut
cut & small hole in one of the lower corners, then
pass all frames to one side of the box, leaving a
space of say two inchcs at the other side. Take a
frame oub if necessary, then place division
board in the box, with the small hole to the back
Then proceed to close that part of the entrance in
front of frames, so that the bees must enter on
the outside of division board, and pass down to
the small hole aforesaid and through it into the
box. Robbers will not attempt to break into a
eolony fortified in this way. It wasa wise man
that said ¢‘ Prevention is better than cure.” If
50, the prudent beekeeper will manage his apiary

80 as to have but little trouble from this pest.
If in alarge way, with a great many colonies

at worl, it would be well to goin for a bee tent,
to be always used when working among the bees
when there is danger about. Be careful
to leave no honey or combs aboub, that can be
got at by idle bees.

See that all colonies are strong with good lay-
ing gueens, in good boxes; no bad joints, or ill-
fithing covers, and be sure to have a good Italian
strain of blood through the apiary, as mo bees
will defend their homes and property better than
the Italian  Although bees will fight for their
rights, it occasionally bappens that they will
allow the robbers to enter their box, and carry
off their stoves as fast us they ave gathered, but
this is generally owing to them being what is
termed “ hopelessly queenless,”” or with an ui-
fertile queen. The remedy in this case is to give
them a frame or two or brood, and a good laying
queen, aud the bees themselves will soon put a
stop to it.

on his paper, and he thought Mr Clarke
should have suggested a double wire-
cloth as a safeguard, or the bees would
pass the honsy out through the single ¢
cloth. He had not heard of the division ‘
hoard principle before, and he thought
it ought to be a good one. He was not
in favour of shifting the hives that were
being robbed as the bees were likely to
attack the hives on either side when they
found the one they had chosen for
spoils was gone. He believed in wet
straw being piled up against the hive {
entrances. He had a case of robbing
very recently through the heat breaking
the combs down aud causing the honey
to run. There were not many boes
killed in that case. He would recom-
mend keeying the hives strong and not<
letting them become queenless, and
then there would be little danger of them |
being robbed.

Mr Grant said he could also compli-
ment Mr Clarke on his paper, and could
confirm Mr Ellerton’s statement about *
the bees passing the honey through the
single wire cloth. He said the wire cloth
on his honey room was only single, and
he had seen the bees get inside and pass '
the honey to the bees outside. Ile
thought a double wire cloth cover with
an empty half-story was the best means
to adopt. There was one thing Mr.
Clark forgot, and that was the sheet idea,
which was to throw a sheet over the

|
|

Mr Ellerton eongratulated Mr Clarke -
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hive and cover it well, and let the bees liv 3 -}-"‘,gaar what other members thought

fight it out. He had great experience
with ¢ robbing”” during the flood in ‘93,
when in putting the bees back he did
not put them all on their own stands,
and he lost 12 colonies through robbing.
He also hived a large swarm that
came to his apiary, giving them a frame
of brood and honey. Shortly after, he
noticed something wrong, and in about
fifteen minutes they were robbed out.
He could recommend the use of a bee-
tenf, as he placed great value on if, and
would not be without oneifit cost pounds,
and he thought everyone that owned a
dozen colonies should have one,

Mr Roberts said he could endorse what
the other speakers said abouc Mr Clark’s
paper. He had not had much experi-
ence in “robbing, ”” and he did not want
to have, but it was well to know what to
to do when undergoing such an experi-
ence. There was oneidea in Mr Ciarke’s
paper which was new to him, viz., that of
the divison board,and he thought the plan
a good one, as the hees had to fight their
way in through the tunnel, and back out
again., He thought it was only an
omission of Mr Clarke’s not to say that
the wire cloth should be double,

Mr Paul moved a vote of thanks to Mr
Clarke for his very able paper. He was
pleased to say he had very little experi-
enee in “robbing ” and he thought there
were some good suggestions in Mr
Clarke’s paper.

Mr Clarke in reply thanked the mem-
bers forthe vote of thanks, and also for
asking him to write the paper as it caused
him to hunt up information, and would
benefit himself as well as the members.
He said it was purely an error of his,
not stating the wire cloth should be
double, as he perfectly well knew it
should be.

Mr Paul moved that the business for
next meeting be re show, and that every
member come with suggestions for the
coming exhibition.

Seconded by Mr Ellerton and carried.

My Ellerton suggested that the as-
sociation procure some bee-journals for
the use of the members, He would

N
My Uirawt thought the idea a good one,
as the works would be very useful totne
members, if bound.

Mr Paul thought it better to obtain
some good bee-books, for the use of
members, as they would be much more
serviceable than the journals. After
further discussionthe matter was allowed
to stand over till next meeting.

of.

LACHLAN B-K-A.
W. NIVEN.

Ths Lachlan B. K. Association held
their monthly meeting in the School of
Arts, Kugowra, on Feb 6th.

Mr N. Ii. Osberg, president, occupied
the chair. In opening the meeting he
congratulated the members on the very
good start that had been made. He said
it showed the interest taken in the
Association to see members coming 18 &
24 miles to attend the meeting.

The Chairman called upon the Sec.
to read the vules for the Association,
which were dvawn up by the Committee.
After some amendments they were
adopted on the motion of H. Wright
seconded by L. Kirby. Tke Bec. was
intrusted to get 100 copies of the rules
printed. It was proposed by J. Smith,
seconded by J. Asheroft, that the Com-
missioners for Railways be asked to carry
empty tins byrail in beekeepars’ return
empty honey ecases free of charge. If
was also proposed by H. Wrightseconded
by P. Cabot, that as it is necessary to
place honey on the market at a very low
rate, the Commissioners for Railways be
asked to reduce the present charge on
the carriage on % ton and less quantities
of honey. The Sec. was instructed to
ask the members of the various B. K. A’s
to co-operate with us in obtaining what
is asked in the propositions, and to have
the propositions brought hefore the Com-
missioners of Railways through the
National B. Assoeiation. Mr Miller read
an interesting paper on flowers in re-
lation to bees,showing how through ring-
barking and opening up the ceuntry the




252

The .ﬁwstra;h'q:& Bee Bulletin

Fes. 24, 1895]

native flora was destroyed, ap’ £0-
dnce honey, in the 1st place, s Faﬂi‘ry
to have flowers for the bees te gather
ho-ey from. He mentioned several plants
he considers adapted to the district for
yielding honey also of commercial value
otherwise. Transferring, foul brood, and
loss of queens were discussed by Messrs
Rushton, Marsh, Smith, Cabot, Wright,
and Niven. ‘

Mr Wright promised a paper on queen
rearing for next meeting. The meeting
then closed.

HASTINGS RIVER BEE-

KEEPERS ASSOCIATION.

We are indebted o Mr Selkirk,
Wauchope, Hastings River, for the
following report.—The usual monthly
meeting of the above was held at Wau-
chope on Thursday night, 6th February,
and notwithstanding the very unpropi-
tiousstate of the weather there was a fair
attendance.

The President ( Rev. H S Buntine )
occupied the chair,

A paper on hive-making was read by
one of the members and after this many
interesting poiuts were touched upon.
Two members were elected.

The paper for next meeting is to be
on the subject of transferring colonies.

It was acertained that the colonies
owned by members present number 55,
and of these fully one half are presided
over by Italian queens.

Members were very unanimous in
their expressions of disapproval of the
recent long contiuued rainy weather,
which has stopped the honey flow, and
in case of weak colonies it is feared that
much more of the same unfavourable
conditions will lead to loss. Itis antic-
ipated that the excessive rainfall will be
the frouble of these parts, the Jauuary
fall of 25 inches was considerably over
the average.

[ My Selkirk asks us togive our opinion of
nen-swarmingdevices The principle of putt-
ing all the workng force of two colonies info one
hive, seems to _be much in favour with those

who use the Wells hive in England, that hive

being on that principle. The Langdon non- =
swarmer and Fray James non-swarmer were
much advertised and talked about last summer. -
We have not tried them ourselves and so can- 3
not speak of them. Neitherhave we seen them
in different apiaries we have visited. We not-
ice also the American bee journals, or our own
supply dealers are not advertising them now
What would their silence mean ¢

GOSFORD AGRICULTURAL
SHOW.

The following are the awards given at
the above, held on Feb. 15th and 16th: ¥

Honey in comb, 6lb. sections, Macansh
Bros (A. Schroeder, manager.)

Honey in comb, one large frame,
Macansh Bros. (A. Schroeder.)

Bar frame hive in working order,
Macansh Bros. (A. Schroeder) highly
commended, 19

Honey in comb, one small frame, 1,

R. L. Pender, 2, Macansh DBros. (A. <,
Shroeder. )

Clear Honey, half dozen pots, 1,
Macansh Bros (A. Schroeder.) 2, H.
Cadell. "

Beeswax, yellow, 6lbs, 1st R. L.
Pender, 2nd, Macansh Bros. (A. |
Shroeder. )

Beeswax, white, 6lbs, 1st, Macansh
Bros ( A, Shroder.) 2nd, R. L. Pender.

(lollection of Beekeepers appliances,
Macansh Bres ( A. Schroder. )

Observation hive, highly recommeuded
(. E. Kohlhoff, :

»

The following are the honey awards
at the Alstonville show on Feb. 7th and
8th :—Homney,candied— E. Mackinnon 1.
Honey, not candied—J. A. Perry [. _
Best apiarian exhibit—R. Robinson 1.

SPECIAL SUBJECT MARCH.

THE LONG IDEA HIVE.

QUESTION- b

25.—Do  brood combs deteriorate with age
and how long do they serviceably last. “
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WELLINGTON P. A. AND H,
SOCIETY.

Mr. Nancarrow, writes :—¢ Tam send-
ing you a schedule of our next show. I
would like your opinion on the same, on
the Honey Section, Iam pleased tosay
we have 60 members on the roll, they
are all working well and to one end and
that is to make our 1895 show worthy
of the district and members. The ton of
honey T mentioned is ready and will be
sent forward next week. I notice by
the 4.B.B. that Mr. John Smith of
Queensland, cannot supply the demand
of his English customers. I hope that
will be our fate, for if so we will increase
our colonies and dozens of persons who
are only waiting for a good market to be

. opened up for them will go into the

industry. The quality of the honey in
this district this season is exceptionally
good and if placed on the market in its
present state, should command a ready
sale—a good inquiry for more. A sen
of an old friend of yours, Mr. A Ayling,
of Dubbo, joined our Association last
week and is going into queen rearing
extensively. I hope some of your good
men will visit us at our next show, and
if they drop me a line I will attend to
their personal comfort nnd any exhibits
they intend showing.”

The following are the apicultural
at the

prizes to be competed for
above, which takes place on April
18th  and  19th, Such an ex-

cellent prize list deserves good entries,
and the results will be well looked for-
ward to by the bee fraternity. Enfries
close Tuesday, April 9th, at 9 p.m.—

Smorion 18—Bugs, HONEY, AND APPLIANCES®
e
Open to All

252 Best collection of bee-keepers appliances,

prize 20s.

Best Trophy of Apicultnral Produce, may
include honey in jars, frames, sections,
beeswax, st prize 20s, 2nd 10s.

254 DBest Ttalian Queen, prize £3. Queens to
be shown in nucleous hive together with
progeny, the queen afferwards to become
the property of the W. V. B. K. A.
Prize only to be awarded if judge con-
siders it worthy of a prize.
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258

TR et

% '_Ijea"‘( three frames honey any size, Western
S = mppecial, 158.

2566 Be. ~ax Extractor, 10s. :

257 Best vsllection of Edibles made with honey,
prize 20s and certificate,

—_—0—
Open to bee-farmers only.

Observation hive with colony of bees at
work, Italians or any other breed, Fong
Lee’s speeial 20s, second prize Lassetter’s
trophy. Winner to have choice of prize.

Best frame and section hive not painted,
made by exhibitor, 15s.

Best honey extractor, prize 10s.

Best 12 11b sections of honey, first 15s,
second 9s.

Best 3 large frames of honey, 10s,

Best three shallow frames of honey, 10s.

Best 6lb extracted honey in glass jars lst
20s, second 10s.

—_—(—
Open to Members of the W.V.B.K.A only.

265 Most attractive display of bee produets,
first prize, Mr Hayne’s special, 203 2nd
108, 3rd Mr Satchell’s trophy. Winner
of second prize to have choice of second
and third prizes.

Best specimen of six sheets of comb foun-
dation made by exhibitor, prize 10s.

Best 51bs of Beeswax, to be produced by

exhibitor and unadulterated, [1st 151,
second 5s,

Best collection and trophy of bee appliances
and products, the property of exhibitor
prize 20s, Mr Nanearrow’s special. 2nd
prize Wise and Co’s trophy. Winner to
have choice of prizes.

Bust one frame of 10 Queen Cells in glass
nucleus hive, with bees attached, Mr E
J Mathews special 10s

260
261

262
263
264

I:I—. R. A & H.- ASSOCIATION.

Ths following is the schedule of prizes
in the apicultural section at the above
Society’s Show, to take place on the
Association Ground, West Maitland, on
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th May :—

Special Prizes offered by the Hunter River

Beekeepers’ Association and the Agricultural

Society conjointly. ;s
499 Comb Honey, Most attractive display,
not less than 50 Ibs., labels allowed, 15s. :
second, Ts 6d. .

500 Comb Honey, best 12 1lb. sections, 10s. ;
second 5.

Fxtracted honey, mo t atfractive display,
not less than 50lbs,, manner of putting
on market to be considered, ladels allowed
158. ; seeond, 78 6d.

501
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Extracted honey, liquid, 6 2lb. # »
olass jars, 10s. ; second fs. 0% up b

Extracted Honey, granulated, £™ib screw
top glass jars, 108 ; second, 5a.b

Beeswax, not less than 10 lbs., soft, clear,
yellow wax to be given the preferonce,
10s. ; second, s,

Best Leather-coloured Italian Queen and
her bees, displayed in & single comb glass
nucleus, 10s.

Best Yellow Italian Queen and her bees,
displayed in a single comb glass nucleus,
10s. ; (offered by Mr. R. Scobie).

Honey Vinegar, in glass, not less than 1
gallon, 10s.

Beverages, best and largest number, not
less than three, Tuade from honey, 15s.
Comb Foundation, best three sheets, differ—
ent grades, 10s. ; second, 5s.

Cookery, best and largest assortment, made
with honey as an ingredient, 15s, second,
78 6d.

Best Wired Frame of Comb Foundation, 5s.
Best Colony of Bees, 10s. ; second, 5s.

B est Beehive, suitable to the district, 10s,
second ds.

214 Best three empty combs, naturally built,5s

5156 Best three empty combs, built on foundation

bs.

Best and largest collection of fruits pre-

served in honey, 15s. ; second, 7s 6d.

511
512
513

516

RAMBLING.

‘We took a notion lately to pay a visit
to the apiaries of the Messrs, Taylor, at
Blackhill. In company with a friend,
we found ourselves one morning at Hex-
ham, the junction of the Messrs, Brown’s
line to Minmi with the Great Northern
line. But no train left Minmi-ward for
several hours. So three alternatives
were before us—wait, walk four miles,
or return. But Anderson was plucky,
and we decided to walk. Four miles
along a railway line — hopping from
sleeper to sleeper, choosing side tracks,
now and' then a chain or two of newly-
laid clinkers—it was capital exercise.
Woell, we reached the pipe line, and it
was a most agreeable change walking on
its protecting planking over swamp full
of vegetation, the ti-tree being promin-
ent; ducks and other wild fowl sporting
in the water or flying about; horses and
cattle also luxuriating in the cool waters
which nearly covered their backs, while
feasting on the sweet and long swamp

herbage. On into lightly timbered graz-
ing land, apple-trees being the most
plentiful ; again on the pipe-line over
swamp, and through fence on to the
Woodford Road. We felt sure we had
come right so far; but not a soul was

within cooey to tell us where the Messr s.

Taylor lived. A house on the brow of a
hill several hundred feet above us, we'll
find out there. We believe in short cuats
instead of going round, so up we must
go straight—but the mud was soft and
slippery ; as we cluch at grass tuft or
ghrub stem it would come away in our
hands and cause us to slide back. But
we got to the top, to find—the house was
not inhabited ! We were, however,
within sight of other habitations—three
oqui-distant in different directions. We
steored for one and made enquiries. The
good woman told us to go along that
track, over that hill, down the other side,
to a creek, then turn to the left, and we
would come to Mr Taylor’s.  And how
far is it?’ ¢ About half-a-mile.” We
went along that track, over the hill, down
to the creek, But she said Mr Taylor’s
was only half-a-mile, and we’ve come
that far now. We cross the creek, turn
to the left—lose the track—have we
gome wrong ? We scramble over logs,
through undergrowth, onward and up-
ward. Isn’t that a fence yonder? Yes,
and we are soon in the partial clearing,
and spy houses away on the hill. But
thunder clouds are about and a heavy-
down-pour of rain is wetting and with
the exercise warming us up at the same
time. ‘We make for the largest stack of
buildings, to find not a soul about, and
a pump that would not draw water. But
there were some beehives here, and ano-
ther house away on the hill yonder. So
up there we go through the rain. Right
this time. H. W. J. was at home, and
shortly afterwards his father, Mr Ed-
mund Taylor arrived. The latter showed
us his grounds adjoining, where grapes,
plantains, and other fruit trees were
growing on the most suitable of soils.
He told us of his experiences, his fail-
ures and successes in fruit gowing. One
reason he had built this second house

>
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near his plantation was on account of
thieves who came from the neighbouring
mining townships. Some how or other,
we don’t believe we ever enjoyed a feed
of fruit so mueh in our lives before.
Some red heart Japaneso plums were
truly delicious. The dinner bell, and we
found ourselves seated at table, with
f{;ther, mother, and family of seven or
eight sons and daughters, of ages from
ten to twenty-two, all in the bloom of
health and strength. After doing justice
to a frugal meal, Mr H. W. J. Taylor
took us down to his own selection, half-
a-mile away and adjoining that of his
father. Here were about seventy hives,
in a splendid position, in a clearing on
the side of a gully leading down from the
hills, whieh rose close by like a huge
wall, thickly covered with timber and
undergrowth. Our young friend is
groat with poultry, and evidently takes
care of his breeds, judging by the way
they were fenced off. His apiary is very
complete, having workshop, where he
malkes his own hives, frames, &c. And
honey house at another part, in which

~ was an excellent local made Stanley four-

frame extractor with room underneath
extracting gear fur straining wire and
about 800lbs honey. A separate honey
tank confained about 5001bs honey. He
opened several of his hives, showing us
imported and daughters of im-
ported queens, and the queen that laid
eggs that did not hatch. He commenced
some eight years ago with three-quarter
Langstroth frame, and huas continued
using the samesize ever since. After a
pleasant hour spent in that way, bidding
good bye to Mr & Mrs Taylor sen, and
rest of family, Mr H. W. T. accompanied
us on our road back to the pipe line.—
a very much shorter way than we had
come, When we got home in the even-
ing our appetites had by no means lost
their sharpness for the exercise we had
taken.

Mr France gives an account of a bee
tent for an out-apiary, which we must
copy in a future issue.

N
hesdusp s MAKE AN EX-
TRACTOR.

ATy
BY J. F. MUNDAY.

To mako the tank for the extractor get
five sheets of tin, bend over 1 inch of
their sides to form a hook ; hook the sides
together cavefully, one at a time; ham-
mer them together and solder them as
you do them. See that the top and bot-
tom edges are straight. Then bend over
% of an inch into a round hook along the
part which is o form the top of the tank,
then get a piece of  inch wire the full
length of these sheets of joined tin to
make a hoop for the top rim of the tank.
Make that piece of wire straight, put it
in the hook above mentioned, hamuner
the tin round it ; then bend the tin round
a cask, hook the tin fogether, and solder
securely. The side of the tank will then
be formed.

To make the bottom—join . together
two other sheets of tin, then lay it flat
on a table, place the side of the extractor
on the top of it, and see that it is quite
cireular ; then mark the tin boéfom & inch
all round from the outside of the tank;
cut the tin where marked. Next make
the support for the spindle of the revolv-
ing comb-holder, thus-—get a piece of soft
wood about four inches thick and six
inches long, bore aninch hole one inch
deep in the centre of one end of it, and
shape it in the form of a cone, the small
end being at the end where theinch hole
is. Then make a tin case that will nicely
cover it, except the top and bottom ends.
When done solder it on to the very centre
of the bottom made for the tank. Then
put into the hole at the top of the cone
an iron socket, which should have been
previously made thus: an inch cut off a
round iron bar one inch in thickness, and
a cup made in one end of it with a bit, in
which the point of the spindle will turn.
Now solder the bottom on to the side of
the tank. Cuot 1% inch hole near. the
bottom and make tap or outlet for the
honey and solder it on. To make the re-
volving comb holder get a kerosene can,
carefully draw a straight line diagonally
from corner to corner on opposite sides,
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two sides only, of the tin ; Where ‘:
cross each other cut the i e wn 2
inches from centre, bend these pointed
parts outwards at right angles o the can,
to make a square hole for the spindle.
Now cut out altogether the other two
sides and the two ends of the can at 1}
inches from the edges of the can all
round. Next get our pieces of soft,
“tough wood, 1} inches wide, 3inch thick,
14 inches long, bore a small hole through
the width and at about 1-10th of an inch
from each end of each piece of wood.
Nail securely one along each end of the
can, } inch above the edge, and parallel
with the sides in which are the square
holes. Now get a piece ot square, soft
wood, the size of the square holes and
about 17 inches long, In the centre of
one end drivein a two-inch screw a little
more than half way, and file off the head
nice and round. On the other end make
a small crank, or handle, 3 or 4 inches in
length. Now pass this spindle through
the square holes in the can, projecting
through the bottom hole about 3 inches ;
punch a small hole near the points of each
pointed piece of tin, against the spindle,
and drive in a small wire nail, so secur-
ing the can firmly and truly to the spindle.
To give it greater strength, nail on to the
can on each side of the spindle, and close
to it a piece of %-inch wood about three
inches wide. Nail these parallel with
the other pieces nailed on, and right
acrose the can exactly. Next make a
cut with a saw }-inch deep, and just at
the back of the holes, and cut out that
small piece of wood to the depth of §-inch
at the ends of that piece of wood to form
a square frame; fasten the ends of the
wire where they meet securely, and then
get a piece of half-inch mesh wire net-
ting, the size of the frame just made,
and sew it on to the frame with wire.
Nail a few boards fogether to make a
wooden bottom for the extractor to stand
on, and fasten the extractor to it; then
get two pivces of wood 4-in. long, 1}-in.
wide, 1-inch thick, hollow them xound a
bit so that they will fit the outside of the
tank level with the top; securely nail
them on to the top and parallel with it

one on each side, exactly opposite, the
first one where the hoop joins. Now
got a piece of 2-inch board, 8 inches wide
and long enough to reach right across
the tank, and just over those two pieces
of wood nailed on the top of it. In the
centre of this piece of wood make a hole
large enough for the top of the spindle to
revolve in it; the spindle at that place
should be made round to fit the hole
nicely, and of course project through it.
When done, stand the comb-holder on
its support at the bottom of the tank, put
on the piece of wood that goes across the
top, and through which the top of the
spindle turns, and serew or bolt it down,
so that the comb-holder revolves properly.
Put on the handle, and there you are.

This extractor is made to suit the
¢ Munday Frame,” but one to suit any
frame can be made in a similar way.

The reason why 1 write this is because
gome bee-keeper might like to make an
extractor for himself, as I have done,
cheaply.

CAPPINGS.
From Gleanings, American Bee Jowrnal -
Leview, and Canadian Bee Jowrnal.

D. A. Jones, in 1879 placed on exhib-
ition, at the Toronto Industrial Fair, 10
touns of honey—the product of his own
apiary that season.

Harry Lathrop says :—Honey is con-
centrated nerve food in its very sweetest
form; and if people would use honey
on their bread, instead of butter, they
would have more vitality, better com-
plexions, and a more even disposition.
The ancient patriarchs regarded honey
as the eream of food ; and so it is if eaten
lightly. Huney eaters are the kindest,
best-dispositioned, and most benevolent
of people. — Further on he says'—
Glucose, a perverted form of corn, is
prevalent in beer and in other drinks,
and especially in softcaramels and creams
and in syrups, jellies, and similar things
Although derived from nutritious food, it
is in a perverted shape; and to glucose
may be attributed the rapid spread of
Bright's disease.
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In Canada heekeepers get wholesale
122 cents and retail 15 cents for extracted.

Naphthaline is said to be a preventive
of bee stings. 'When the bees go for the
naphthalised hands they always desist
from their aim.

A pulled queen is the quickest and
sasiest cure for laying workers. So far
as C. C. Miller had tried it wns a sure
thing. Just drop a pulled queen among
the brood, and that’s all.

Charles Dadant says:—dfter compar-
ative experiments, the preference of the
majority of beekespers, using the French
language, is incontestably in favour of a
frame and hive far larger than the
regular Langstroth.

Mr M. B. Holmes, of Canada, says:—
I think we may safely say there is ten
{imes as much honey consumed as there
was ten years ago, and if the bee-keepers
of this country do their whole duty, there
is not a doubt that the consumption of
honey will continue to increase at the
same rate for the next ten years.

Mr G. W. York, in a paper he read at
the North American B. K. A. annual

- meeting, says : —It seems to me that comb

honey, in most home markets, should
bring not less than 20 cents per single
section, or 6 sections for one dollar.
Extracted honey should retail, per single
pound, at 15 cents or 8lb for one
dollar.

A W. A. Chrysler writes :—The Lang-
stroth eight-frame has become so much
of a standard hive that T am very sorry
to change to any thing else; but I have
decided to “flop,” and not only from the
eight to the ten frame Langstroth, but
right over to the ten-frame Quinby,
with the frames shortened to that of the
Langstroth.

How 1o Maxe Hoxry Caxpy.—Take
one cupful of honey and the same of best
white sugar ; mix together and boil in a
new tin, which has been well greased
with fresh butter. If the candy is to be
white, pull it while warm. When cool
enough cut into small pieces and wrap
in buttered paper, as exposure to the air
makes it soft.

The Australion pee Bullotin,

fragl .

T¢ “Coloman says there is a differ-
ondB0BesAey ‘,‘ve-bguded bees and Doo-
littles, ¢ T.Y former are crosses with
Cyprian or Syrian blood. The abdomen,
except the tip, are almost a solid yellow,
and their temper is so different from that
of the Italians that it betrays itself. The
Doolittle bees, in the main, are geutle,
and not nearly so yellow as our five-
banders, and in my experience are better
honey gatherers.”

Out apiaries in the United States, are
arranged for at the rate of 25 cents a
piece for each colony on the ground,
spring count. The land-owner has no-
thing to do with the bees. If anything
happens that requires our attention he
is to let us know, and we look after them.
Of course the beekeeper must understand
artificial swarming and prevention of
swarming.

Willie Atchly tried the experiment of
fertilization with drones from drone-
laying queens and laying workers. The
queens so fertilized produced nearly all
drones. He says:— My idea is, that the
mating of these queens by such drones
was so feeble that not one egg in twenty
would touch the fluid and be transformed
irom a drome to a worker egg, as the
fluid is so scant, and the vessel containing
the same is not full enough, and the eggs
pass right on by without being impreg-
nated, and all caused from improper
mating.

CANDLES FOR FASTENING FOUNDATION

European journals give a plan for
fastening foundation in brood-combs that
is said to be a great success. A candle
2 to 2} inches in diameter is made of
beeswax, generally by wrapping scraps of
warmed foundation about a very slender
wick such as is found in toy candles or
tapers. Cut square at the lower end, so
it will stand without a candlestick.
Light the candle, then when a little pool
of melted wax has formed about the
wick, hold the candle to one side and
let the drops of melted wax fall where
you want to fasten the foundations
Advantages claimed : rapidty, noprevious
preparation, solid work. One paper
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recommends using a tin tube to slg“—igvn
a half inch upon the cand';'tﬁr’ﬁ s
SOMETHING FOR AUSTRALIA Td)cUMINATE ON.

One of the first great efforts of the
North American Bee-keepers’ Associa-
tion was made in 1886, when at the
Colonial and Indian Exhibition, in
London, four of the Association’s dele-
gates set up the largest display of honey
ever yot made. It exceeded in quantity
the combined displays at the Chicago
Fair, and attracted the attention of the
world to the honey-producing capa-
bilities of Canada. Twenty seven mem-
bers supplied the whole display, and
gave the delegates carte blanc to do with
it as they deemed best. The delegates
took advantage of the license thus
accorded them, and gratuitously distrib-
uted four tons of honey by way of
advertisement. All kinds and classes of
peopls, from Queen Vietoria to the
children of the charity schools of
London, participated in the gifts. Not-
withstanding this and the expenditure
of some 2,000 dollars for labour and
material in connection with its sale, the
contribntors received back 10 cents a
pound for extracted, and an average of
16% cents for their comb honey, on the
total amount of their contribution, and
were also paid the cost of the glasses
and tins in which they put it up.

DO BEES TRANSFER AND
STEAL EGGS?

W ABRAM,

Dear Mr. Editor,—As the above sub-
ject has been introduced again and
extracts from American papers cited, I
think it may please some of your readers
to hear what Mr. Doolittle said about the
matter some yeuars ago in the 4. B. J,
and I extract the following in effect:—

Mr. D. relates: One day a strong
gwarm issued; but returned again,
because the queen’s wings were clipped.
He was bnsy and did not, asusual, make
an artificial swarm, and the swarm came
out again next day and united with two
others. From the last of the three stocks
that swarmed, he had cut out all queen

cells about an hour ago, and to prevent
swarming intended to introduce a queen.
But not enough that the stock swarmed,
although without a queen or queen cells,
the tripple swarm returned into just this
stock. The next day it came out again,
and was hived in an empty hive. Mr. D.
now proceeded to give a queen to this
parent hive of the big swarm, but how
astonished was he, as he saw, that 423
queen cells were built, 276 of which
contained eggs and larvs, although 11
hours ago there was not a queen cell in
the hive. Here he discovered for the
first time the difference between eggs
deposited by the queen and these trans-
forred by the bees. 188 eggs had the
queen laid, they were with the point
fastened to the cell bottom, 17 were put
in by the bees, as they were in all pos-
sible positions. 71 cells contained larvae
which the bees must have transferred.
These wece from 2-3 days old and floated
literally in food. Since then he has not-
iced several other instances that eggs and
larvee from a comb of brood given to a
queenless hive were transferred to
another comb, but always were first the
queen cells built, and then the egg or
larvee put in, but these instances are not
often, and with larvee, it is three to one
of eggs, because the bees rear a queen
easier from a larvee than from an egg.

Thus far from Mr, Doolittle’s narrative.
Icould cite others, but the above is
as good as any within my knowledge, and
serves the purpose. What surprises me
is that Mr. D. did not sit down to think
whether, after all; the bees could not
make as good queen cups as any one
else, and as quick, and that he intro-
duced a queen instead of using these
cells to rear queens in the upper story,
&e.

As to the evidence of the thing. Where
is it? If the queen laid 188 eggs in
queen cells, as Mr. D. admits, is the
irregularity of position of the 17 eggs
any proof that the bees transferred them
there? And as regards the 71 larve,
why, it is plain, the bees, finding queen
and queen cells removed, set to work to
repair the loss. What could be mors

P
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natural ? But ag for 11 hours between
the destruction of the original queen
cells and the finding of result next day
as stated, I have my own opinicn
about these figures altogether.

As a matter of fact it is of no conse-
quence whether the bees move, transport
transfer or steal eggs or larvee, or whether
they do mnot, because even the most
staunchest believers in this theory do
not depend on this mode of queen rear-
ing, so that the actual practical value is
useless, anyhow. The bees simply out-
wit us, sometimes, unless we are close
observers. Iremember a case where the
bees started a queen-cell, the egg hav-
ing been laid 20 days before it hatched
into a larvee. I saw thequeen lay it and
removed her. Lately I found a laying
queen in a hive where I took the original
one away five days before. Her progeny
is black with shade of Italian blood or
color. The found one is of splendid
yellow. Have the bees stolen her? No.

Now a few words to Mr. James, who
invites me to swearing. Yes, I swear
by the Holy Moses that to the best of my
belief and knowledge, bee paralysis did
not exist here eight years ago. Ifisin
America over 10 years, and thousands of
colonies have been lostthroughit. AsI
am now on fourteen years here I believe
I would have seen or heard of it before
I did, had it existed earlier than in
America. It was not known in Italy
when it appeared here, but I have heard
lately, that many bees have died there
last winter, from what cause I do not
know. Codlin moths was not known
here fourteeu years ago, but having been
introduced cannow be found everywhere.
It surely came from somewhere, where
it existed before. = Most diseases do
come that way.

BEE ESCAPE.
7, DUNDAS, MILDURA,
Sir,—I send herewith a rough sketch
of bee-escape which I find works splen-
didly. Tt is both quickly and cheaply

_. constructed and easily worked, A frame or

body to suit length and width of hive, by

32 inches deep, floor of 6x} T and G lining
let into rabbets in ends, deep enough
to allow bee space under sections, when
placed in position. The boards are
cut away on outer side to form
entrance to the escapes which are made
of zinc. Two edges are turned down
¢ of an inch at right angles and the
others § inch in the opposite direc-
tions, the latter fitting eclose to the
lower side of the floor, when two § inch
nails secures each in position. The
points or outlets can be so nicely
adjusted that the bees from below
do not care to enter. In working the
escape, I provide a crate of sections with
starters, which after removing the full
crate I put in its place, then the escape,
and on top of all the full crate cover up
for the night and in the morning there
will scarcely be a dozen bees in the
whole crate; of sections, which can be
removed without any irritation, either to
the bees or myself. I have not yet
tried it on the full frame super, but see
no reason why it should not work equally
as well as on the sections.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

Mr Robert Wolfe, W. A., writes:—

‘We are having a very fair season
over here, if anything rather dry. I got
a queen from Doolittle and am raising
gsome good queens from her. Her stock
so far looks splendid, quiet to handle and
beautifully marked. She is the only
one alive out of six sent, I guess it
is about the lengest journey a queen
has ever been sent and arrived alive?

You will be glad to hear Mr John A:
Ayre, Mel Bonum Apiary, Gin Gin,
has seen in the land of the black swan
more to please him that Ligurians and
honey. On Christmas day I am glad to
say he gut married to Miss Wise, of
Perth. The wedding went off well, and
the happy couple are now settled down
at Gin Gin, studying the A BC of mar-
ried life. I am certain the Waestern
Australian beekeepers with me, wish
him and his wife every success in life.

[So we all do most heartily]
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CHLOROFORM. '
A correspondent in the Hdinburgh
Eypening Courant adopted the use of chlor-
oform in therobbing of his hives. We
take it to mean skep or box hives, and
thathe has only a few of them. We
give the extract as being more inter-
esting than practical, especially in a
large apiary. It is as follows:—*The
quantity of chloroform required for an
ordinary hive is the sixth part of an
ounce ; a verylarge hive may take nearly
a quarter of an ounce. My mode of
operation is as follows:—I set down a
piece of wire gauze, to prevent the bees
irom coming in immediate contact with
the ehloroform; and in this plate I pour
the chloroform. I now quickly and
cautiously lift the hive from the board
on which it is standing, set it down on
the top of the table, keeping the plate in
the centre; cover the hive closely up
with cloths, and, in twenty minutes or
so the bees are not only sound asleep,
but, contrary to what I have seen when
suffocated with sulphur, not one is left
among the combs; the whols of them
are lying helpess on the table. You
now remove what honey you think fit,
replace the hivein its old stand, and
the bees, as they recover, will return to
their domicile. A bright, calm, sunny
day is the best; and you should com-
mehee your operations in the morning,
before many of them be abreoad.”

THAT STRANGE BEE.
FOUL-BROOD.
R HELMS,

In this month’s number of your jour-
nal I notice a very interesting occurrence
of a hermophrodite bee. What a pity
that Mr Taylor did not preserve the
specimen. I should be groatly pleased
to receive as many as possible of similar
specimens for careful examination. Tt
is at apy time a rare occurrence and
besides so easily overlooked.

Regarding your answer to Mr Holland
I am sorry to say that I think it rather
rash, Mr Holland surely knows foul

brood. He states distinetly that he lost
his bees by that disease and the some-
what unusual position of the larve isno
obstacle to it being F. B. Mr H. seems
to speak about unsealed brood, otherwise
the position is not unusual. That advan-
ced larvee do not suffer from F. B. is an
eITor. Jan. 80/95.

[Re the strange bee. If any of our friends

who should come across such again will kindly .

send same we will be very pleased to forward
them on to Mr Helms. Thanks Mr Helms, for
remarks re Mr Holland. M»r Holland’s des-
eription was different to what we have come
across, When we wrote the foot note we hadin
our mind the fact that he
brood. Our foot note concluded by asking for
further explanation from our readers, and we
are very pleased that it has woke Mr Helms up,
from whom we would like to hear very much
more than we do. ]

Mr Wm. Jacob, Nemingha, writes :—
I think my subseription to the 4. 4.
Bulletin is due so I enclose postal note
for five shillings. It is a grand little
book. It is a very good year for honey
in the Tamworth district.

MrJ. W. Dumigan, Killarney, writes:--
We are having heavy rain, which hag
stopped the honey flow for this season.
There will not be near the amount of
honey in this district as there was last
year. The apple trees are flowering very
fair this season.

A letter from Mr Nancarrow, secretary
to the Wellington B K. A. says, speak-
ing of their forth coming show:—We are
giving a prize of £38. for best
Ttalian Queen. We have also £15 in
other prizes and 3 trophys. Iam proud
to say we have a membership of 60 now
and our prize list has increased consider-
ably since last show. Considering we
have only been in existence oloven
months it shows the interest taken in
beekeeping over here. Our members
are sending a ton of honey to the Eng-
lish market as an experiment, and if
satisfactory returns are given, we intend
shipping all we can produce. I will let
you know how we succeed in the venture.

[I%oomh, Wellingtonians, every success to
you.

knew foul '
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SIZE & SHAPE OF HIVES
AND FRAMES.

Paper vead by W.S, Pender at H.R.B. K., A.Meeting.

Before we ecan decide on the hive and framoe
we shall adopt we should first consider our
method of manipulation, and in order to procure
honey profitably at its present declining prices
we must try and make all possible saving in
manipulation. Construct our hives of such size
and shape containing frames of convenient ‘size
and shape as to be readily removed and replaced,
and as much as possible so that one motion will
accomplish several purposes.

Frayns.—Shall we adopt a deep and narrow
frame, as the Berlepsh, about 18 x 7% ; asquare
frame, as the Gallup, 11} x 111, a long and
moderately deep frame, as the Simplicity, 173 x
9% ; a shallower frame, as the Heddon, 18 1-16th
x 5% ; or a still shallower, the half-depth Sim-
plicity, 172 x 41 ? To decide this point we must
see how the bees and beeckeeper approve of each
style. The Berlepsch frame is well approved of
by the bees, but it isso deep in comparison with
its width, when used as a brood frame, that the
bezs store too much honey at the upper part of
the frames, so that it becomes necessary to ex-
tract from combs containing brood, which adds
much to costin handling so many frames. The
frames are so narrow that theoretically the
brood nest has not sufficient protection from
sudden changes of the weather, having so much
space at ends of so many frames to keep up in-
cubation heat. Nevertheless the bees do well in
these frames, which partly upsets the theory.
As for the Berlepsch hive, which has the combs
s0 arranged as to be removed from the back one
by oue, it takes up too 1auch time. If I were
using the Berlepsch frime I should use it on the
long idea plan, but then there is the difficulty in
rapidly removing the framesin so deep a box to
accommodate them without crushing lots of bees
between ends of frame and hives. It will be
noticed by many that in almost every instance
where deap frames are used shallow or half
depth frames are used as supers, unless the long
idea system is adopted; and if these frames
could be used so that the brood nest need not be
disturbed, the shallow supers would answer ad-
mirably, but where so much honey finds its way
into the brood frames a considerable amount of
manipulation is necessary to the brood combs.
The same reference I made to the Berlepsch
frame will almost wholly apply to the Gallup
frame as far as manipulation goes, but for size
and shape I think the Gallup frame, with ten of
them in the brood nest, offers more protection to
the brood than any other size of frame, and for
the long idea system of managementisthe frame
of frames if queen-excluding zinc is used as a
division board, and the queen confined to the
brood nest.

The Simplicity size of frame, which includes

e
the Root-Hoffmann frame, is longer and shal-
lower than the above. and is a very useful frame
for either long idea or storifying systems of
management. Itis the size most general in use,
and is a good all-round frame. Bees will often
fill the upper corners of the frames with honey,
and often the outside combs and those next, as to
limit the brood mnest so much as to force the
queen into the supers, and in very many in-
stances the queen will choose the supers for lay-
ing in in preference to empty combs at the side
of the brood, to prevent which queen excluding
honey boards are often used, and bees certainly
show a decided objection to queen-excluding
zine, and very often refuse to work through it.
It will be seen if we leave bees entirely to them-
selves the honey will be placed where we desire
it not, or rather where it cannot very ecasily be
removed without loss of time. The simplicity
frame is generally storified, and to give a full
story to a hive at a time is generally in most lo-
calities too much increase, and is objectionable
because the queen will often fill them out with
eggs, especially if honey be not rapidly coming
in at the time. To prevent this it is better to
give supers of shallow frames, and then if the
queen should occupy the super she is more lim-
ited in extent, To prevent the queen occupying
the super I will refer to a method later on.

The Heddon frame is shallow, and long, and
unlike other frames, which hang in a rabbef
formed in the enclosing case, this frame stands
on a piece of metal projecting into the hive
about a quarter of an inch from under the ends.
This frame has also elosed ends, i.e., the ends are
so wide that the ends of one frame touch the
ends of the next. These frames also fit inside
their case with a very little play, viz., 1-16th,
while in hanging frames the frame ends are
about {#in. from the ends of hive. The brood
nest in this hive ean be limited or expanded at
will, because each bodyis so small in capaecity,
containing but eight of these shallow frames,
which give a comb surface equal to five simpli-
city frames, At the sides of the hives are
thumbscrews, which act on the ends of frames,
with sufficient pressure to close all joints between
frame ends, and so avoid propolis. The power
obtained from these screws is sufficient to sup-
port the frames in position, even when the
frames are full of honey, and the case is turned
upside down or inverted, The caseis not only
invertible, but the frames also, and the position
of the frames in the case between the upper and
lower edge is central, so when the case is in~
verted the bee space between each set of frames
remains the same.

[To be continued]

e ———

Mr. E. E. Buttsworth, Cessnock, writes,
Bees are doing fairly well just now but
there has been too much rain to suit
them. I extracted a little this week.



262 | Fes. 24, 1895 »

The Austmli'q;.n Bee Bulletin.

e

6 February, 1895.

AUSTRALIAN BEES.

My H. J. Wilson, Teesdale, Victoria, “%stial}j[m}ﬂ]?’e% Bulletin ”* <
: g o est Maitland,
writes :—1 am forwarding two separate . R T o e

kinds of boes. T would feel grateful if
you would indentify and publish the
names in the ¢ dustralion Bee Bulletin.”
I am myself ignorant of their proper
names, but T know, or fancy I know,
that they are a bee of some sort or other.
The box marked No 1 I received from a
neighbour, who found them in a small
cluster about the size of a teacup, hanging
to a gooseberry bush, in the same way as
bees always cluster when swarming.
Heo said that he could see ne queen with
them, but I doubt if he would know one
if he saw it. No 2. are bees which I
discovered entering small holes (about
the size of antholes) in the side of a hill,
The bees were numerous, and the
holes spread over nearly } acre of ground,
and so far as I could make out, only one
bee seemed to enter a hole, or in other
words, every hole had its own bee.
Again, when a bee would alight it would
commence and make a new hole; it
would burrow down head first and throw
the dirt back with its legs. Idug down
very carefully more than once to ascer-
tain what became of them when they
went in, but could discover nothing.
They used to come in with pollen on
their legs, just like our hive bees, and
they must have stored it somewhere, but
T couldn’t find out where. The specimen
T am sending aredead and consequently
smaller lookingthan when alive. No 2. has
a sting but I have not felt it. No 1.
does not use it if it has one. We get
the 4. B. B. regularly, and look forward
to its arrival, I consider it a paper that
no Australian beekeeper can well do
without and wish it every success.
Hoping for a little light on the above.

N.B. The bees have now deserted
the hillside, and I dont know where they
have gone to. They may return next
year,

[We forwarded the samples to Mr Maiden

of the Technological Museum, Sydney, from
whom we received the following:—

To E, Tipper, Esq.,

letter of the 2nd instunt, arrived in such a dam-
aged condition, that it is almost impossible to
identify them with any certainty, but No I.
appears to be a species of Nomiz, and No 2.
one of the genus Haltius, both are well known
groups of Australian bees, though little is known
about their habits.

Speimans of such fragile things as insects
should neverbe sent through the post in paper,
but enclosed in a box or tin. —Yours truly,

T. H, Maipx.

SHIPPING QUEENS FROM
AMERICA.

H, L, JONES, GOODNA, Q.

T was much interested in the letters of
Mr. John Smith and Mr. G M. Doolittle
under the above heading, in the Decem-
ber issue of the Australian Bee Bulletin,
but have been too busy ere this to fur-
nish the information sought.

Mr. Smith is mistaken when he states
that T sent only 7 escort bees in eich
cage, when mailing queens to America,
and Mr Doolittle also comes below the
estimato, for instead of sending only 30
I sond at least 40 young bues, with each
queen. In a recent number of the
American Bee Journal I am credited with
recommending that few bees be sent
in cach cage, which is certainly a mistake,
as T am inclined to the other extreme,
and am pretty positive, in the light of
my past experiments, that a cage large
enough to contain about 60 escort bees
comfortably, will give much better
results than a smaller one. Such a cage
can be mailed anywhere within the pos-
tal union for 2d, then why uss a smaller
one, with the certainty of a greater pro-
portion of dead queens? Up to date
I have received some 52 queens from
America by mail, and out of that lot only
10 came through alive. Cages of all sizes
and modifications were sent, some of
them quite unique in construction, while
others were the most unsuitable that
could possibly be devised. I consider a

e,
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six hole cage superior to any other, two
holes to contain the candy, two holes to
be thoroughly ventilated, while the re-
maining two holes to receive no venti-
lation, except through the two ventilated
holes. Free access should be allowed to
the candy from at least two different
points, and the entrance so arranged
that the bees as they die off did not
roll info and block up the passages.

FOUL BROOD, ETC.

Mr Reginald Greene, Keynton, Vic-
toria, writes :—I do not know what the
chief feature of the cure for foul brood
will be, but if it means putting them in
new hives I can’t afford it. Would you
lot me know if the plan I propose would
be likely to be a success ?

1. Would it do to defer dealing with
them (the bees) till near the end of the
honey season, six or seven weeks henes?
Our season is just beginning now.

2. I believe most of them have got it
more or less, 3o I propose to do with all
of them to make a sure thing.

3. Would it do to hive them on half
sheets of foundation (dark yellow) in-
stead of best foundation, whole sheets-?

4.  Now I propose to start in the
morning, fitted out with one new hive
fitted with its frames and foundation,
Brush the hees into this new hive, and
place it where the old one stood. Now
take the old hive and put if in boiling
water for one minute. Now fill the hive
up with new frames and foundation. Go
to the next hive and treatit just the same
as the first hive, and boil that hive and
fit it with frames, &c. So on with every
hive and finish the same day. Please
consider this plan and tell me if it is
feasible ?

5. I shall have a lot of honey to
strain. What is the cleanest and best
plan to adopt ?

6. Who doyou consider the best sup-
ply dealer to deal with ?

7. How do you manage the feeding—
I do not know ?

I hope I am not boring you with all

these questions, but you will have the
thanks of a young beginner,

{To question 1 we should say tackle it at once,
for during honey flow is the best time.

To 2, 3, 4, the Canadian scientist, Mackenzie,
proved that to destroy foul brood in wax it was
necessary to keep it to 194 deg. F., for three
hours. The spores  would  live  but
not germinate in ice. The spores would not
gerrainate in beef broth containing 2 per cent.
carbolic acid, but were very prolific without it.
Professor Howard has since proved that the
spores are destroyed by thirty-six hours exposure
to the open air. Try this plan:—Cut out and
burn all diseased comb that you can see. Well
spray hives and frames with carbolic acid.
Do this of an evening. You might leave in the
hive a small bottle containing carbolic acid with
simply a tuft of grass or bit of rag for a stopper,
80 that the fumes will go through the hive.

5. Put in cheesecloth bag and hang over dish
in warm place.

6. Try any advertiser in our pages.
can conscientiously recommend one and all.

7. Cheap and simple feeders can be had from
any of the supply dealers.

BEES FEEDING ON SAW-
DUST.

W. E. BAGOT.

The saw mill had been cutting teak,
and the bees got scent of it. (Teak is a
white, hard, close grained timber, with
a faint, but pleasant scent.) First one
or two came and prospected it and no ene
took any notice of them, but next day
they increased greatly, and some one
sent word that the bees had started
earrying sawdust away, which seemed
nongense.  Who ever heard of bees
carrying sawdust, But there they were.
All of them appeared at first sight to be
trying which could bury her head the
deepest, but on closer observation, it
was found that they were gathering
something on their legs. On capturing
one or two and collecting some, it appear-
ed like propolis, but on tasting it, that
idea had to be given up, as it was of a
very sweet flavour. Now the guestion
is, 18 it pollen or better still would it be
possible of them to make honey out of it.
I would also like to state that there is no
scarcity of honey at present, the blood-
wood in bloom and tea-tree just com.

We
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mencing. It is also visited by numerous
native bees and ants, which gives a heap
of teak sawdust a very active appear-

ance on a warm day.
These bees are probably collecting the resinous
portion for use as propolis.

THE NEW BEE DISEASE.
D. G. GRANT.

Ro the ¢ New Bee Disease.” I will
give you what information my limited
experience of it can afford.

Early in October last, I noticed in a
number of my hives, some dozen or more,
a peculiar appearance of sealed brood.
As I had been treating some bees for
foul brood, I, after a hasty and super-
ficial examination, concluded that this
was the disease spreading, and treated
about half of them by McEvoy’s method,
destroying frames, brood, and honey
and boiling the wax. About that time
I noticed mention made in Gleanings of
a ““New Bee Disease’ which wes playing
the deuce with the bees in California
and of which the symptons resembled
Foul Brood. This induced me to look
into the matter more closely and upon
doing so I found that while exactly like
Foul Brood in gseveral features, this dis-
ease differed from it in others. The fol-
lowing is I think the easiest way of show-
ing the comparison :—

OUL BROOD. NEW DISEASE
1. Cappings of brood dark
and sunken do., do.
2. Cappings perforated | do., do.
3. Larvee brown to dark Larvee light brown
brown only

Larvee deccmposed
but slightly retain-
ing its shape

Mass not ropy

adhesive though thick
6. Smell of glue often Without smell as
present | far as I have found

7. Retains its glutinous
state for some weeks
By slightly retaining its shape (No 4.)
I mean, that though the whole larvee is
decomposed, one can still find in the mass
the legs, shell of the head, and thorax and
otherhard portions, whereas in foul brood
the whole mass in the cell is of the same
consistency. By this time the

4. Larvee decomposed into
a shapeless glue like mass

5. Mass in cell ropy and

Dries down soon.

colonies I had treated by McEvoy's
method began to seal their new brood
and I was rather startled to find nearly
half of this brood, in a couple or three
of the hives, showing the sunken cap-
pings and the dead brood. Another
colony, a clean one, hived on full sheets,
with a diseased comb given. also devel-
oped the disease in the new brood. See-
ing it was only useless labour and loss
to destroy good combs, I treated a couple
of hives in the following manner:—I
killed the queen, allowing them to rear
cells from their own brood. When all
the brood was sealed I went over each
comb carefully and cpened every suspic-
ious cell, removing as well as I could
the dead larvee, so as to force the bees to
clean up the combs. When the queen
hatched, I destroyed all cells and killed
her, introducing a laying queen from a
elean colony.

Neither of these hives showed any
trace of the disease afterwards. I
noticed, however, that the affliction
seemed to be abating in the other hives,
owing, perhaps to the fact that where-
ever I found a cell diseased, I made it a
point to open it and remove the mass as
well as possible. It has gradually de-
creased until now Ican only findit in three
or four hives and only a few cells in
those are touched.

‘Whether this disease is likely to prove
a serious matter, 1 cannot say. That
depends upon what causes it, and this as
far as I know, is as yet unknown, I
sent samples of diseased comb to the
Department of Agriculture, but beyond
an intimation that Mr. Gale had been
asked to investigate and report, I have
heard nothing further. When I do I
shall acquaint you with results. T will
admit that it made me feel very uneasy
to find hive after hive (some 20 in all),
showing this mysterious disease, in some
cases more than half the brood being
dead in the cells, and so prove that a
treatment which is infallible for the most
dreaded of bee diseases, Foul Brood,
had no effect on this one.

Things have turned out better than I

Yo
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expected at the time, but those hives
that were badly affected have received a
big set back by losing so much brood
being in fact weaker now than in spring
when the disease first showed itself ; that
alone is serious enough for the beekeep-
er who expects and needs a return from
his bees. As regards treatment, I
advise nothing beyond precautionary
measures to prevent as much as possible
the spread of the disease. Above all not
to exchange combs except amon g colonies
actually affected, and to avoid robbing
under any shape or form. Although I
was successful in the requeening process
I would not advise that treatment, first
because the disease might have disap-
peared just as well if things had been
left as they were, secondly because it is
rather a serious matter to leave a hive
queenless for a fortnight or more, and
requeening immediately on removal of
the old queen did not seem to have any
effect with me. I am glad to see that
Dr. Howard, who has given foul breod
80 much attention, has got the disease
under investigation. It is to men like
him, who have the necessary apparatus
and skill and knowledge for work of this
kind that we must look for a solution of
the problem. Professor Cook gives it as
his opinion that the disease in Califoinia
is caused by want of unsealed honey in
the combs, and the larvae being stinted

-in food. This I think is a mistake, for in

most of my hives I uncapped the sealed
honey and revrsed the combs to stimulate
brood rearing, and the bees shifted all
that honey into the cells next the bottom
bar and back again when the combs
were ‘‘unreversed,” so that the brood
cannot possibly have gone short of food.

This rather lengthy letter embodies all
I know of the disease, and I hope to
know from personal experience.

Mzr. Dent, Balgowine, writes :—1 am
very much pleased with the Bulletin,
from which I have been able to learn
much that is interesting to a novice like
me. I trust that the paper will be sup-
ported as its merits deserve,

b T
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THE GOLDEN BEAUTIES.

JOHN §. DICK.

In December number Mr James says
—¢ Without doubt the golden beauties
are most subject to disease. Mr Patten
protests against such statement in Jan-
uary issue. Well, Bir, having both in
my apiary, and disease being rampant in
this district, allow me to give my exper-
iences of both. I tried a hiveof goldens
12 months ago (perfect beauties); this
past spring I divided, and neither the
original or the division has done any-'
thing since, but develop foul brood, and
honey I had none from them. I received
a Ligurian gqueen last winter (June), and
introduced into a colony of blacks. I
divided in spring, they went off at a
jump and although side by side with the
goldens and blacks (which are foul),
they are clean and strong, and I have
had 120 Ibs of honey from. They fully
confirm Mr. James’ statement.

J. 8. CADDEN.

Dear Sir,— In December number, Mr.
(+. James again has a hit at the Golden
Beauties, going out of his way I think
to do so, for color or race is not a subject
for that month. In last month, I think
Mr. R. Patten fairly and completely pu
the matter beyond discussion. If Mr.
James desires to injure or prevent the
sale of golden beauties because he has
given them up, I will only contrast his
conduct with his remarks in A.B.B. for
June 1894, page 76. I will just say
this, I have found Doolittle’s strain of
goldens, and queens reared from them, as
good workers as any others, either pure
or hybrid, and we all have found some
hybrids excel even pure breds. I am
quite satisfied that colour has nothing to
do with cause of disease, and endorse Mr.
P’s. remarks re breeders in America, and
I fanecy I see as many bee papers
and reports from America as any one.
The show season is on and, among other
schedules before me is the Hunter River
A. and H. Association’s, and in the rules
and regulations I am pleased to see the
one No. 12 page 70, and should be pleased
to see such rule everywhere and con-
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read at last Convention.

Mzr. A.J. Flood, Pakenham, writes :—
A heavy flow of honey has buried foul
brood till next season. DBees are
working well on appletree and mess-
mate.

Sections coming off and extractors
going is the order of the day. Of 32
swarms taken in the bush 16 were in
dead trees, and 16 in green ones. See
page 244 A4.B.B., re bees in green
trees.

Mr Albert Sommerlad, Tenterfield,
writes—The B.B. comes regularly, and I
like it very much. I have increased my
colonies from 8 to 22, besides extracting
5ewt, of honey. Would you kindly in-
form me whether it is unusual for a
queen to decline to lay eggs in drone
cells, even though they are plentiful? T
have a queen which never laid a drone
egg in her life, and she is now two
years old.

Probably the queen is not prolific enough to
lay a good colony of bees around her, or you
have an unusually good queen. Will ofhers
have a say on this.

Mr Pratt, Richmond River, writes:—
My apiary consists of fourteen colonies of
bees. Up to the 15th of last month
honey was coming in freely, some of the
colonies yielding 2441bs in ten days, and
some 141bs in seven days. I do not ex-
pect to do very much here with bees, as
it is a very wet part of the colony. From
the 18th of January until now (2nd Feb-
ruary) it has been raining constantly, so
that the bees have not had a chance to
gev out to gather any honey. In a few
months’ time I expect a serub tree out in
flower, called the buoyong tree, from
which the bees gather a lot of splendid
honey, as I have been informed by other
beekeepers.

Schumach Bros write :—Our bees are
doing very well here now, the apple trees
are all in bloom and the bees are
working on them well. The honey is
rather dark but has a nice flavour.
There is a great deal of pollen gathered
from the apple trees as well as honey.

“"_—B@P s
firms my remarks re judging, &c., as

W

wlletin. [Frn 24, 8195,

Yellow box and red gum, and what is
called the small leafed box that did not
bloom in the spring are budding now,and
should bloom next month. So with
those and the five-corners blooming in
April the bees ought to do well until
June. Tt is very likely that myself and
brother and a friend, Mr. J. King, will
be present at the Conference at Bathurst
in July.

Mr Hugh Russell, Wartook, Victoria,
writes—I consider the Lulletin a capital
periodical, full of practical information,
and of great value to the beekeepers of
all the colonies. I shall do my best to
induce the beekeepers of this district to
become subseribers.

Mr Wm. Gee, Campbeltown, writes : —
1 have 38 Ttalian hives all in a healthy
condition. Up to the present time there
has been very little honey flow, but now
the bees are commencing on the ironbarlk
trees, which are just coming outin bloom.
The greatest honey season here is
February and March.

Mr Cadden, Windsor, in a communi-
cation to Mr Mansfield, says— We have
been flooded like yourselves. Of course
it is not near me, still the wet is against
the pets. The rain caused my grapes to
burst, and what a picnic the bees are
having. Hives fast filling up, both with
bees and honey, the latter being sealed
over for first fime this season.

Mr. W. 8. Pender, gives the following
method of dealing with swarms:—
If the two swarms come out together,
just hive themin the eno hive. If one
comes out within three days of the other
carry the new swarm and shake it at the
entrance of the hive that contains the
previous swarm. Should the bees show
signs of or start fighting, sprinkle them
well with flour, pollard, or some similar
farinaceous substance. If more than 8
days intervene between the swarms,
hive each one separately and unite them
after each has brood well advanced. See
uniting under ¢ Special Work February
N, %2

Mr A. A. Roberts of Muswellbrook
has sent us a queen cell with two eggs
laid in it. Can any one give us a sim-
;lar experience, also reason for such ?

%

"
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4 Mr E.1  Penglase, Fernbank, Victoria,

. writes:— _Te started beekeeping about

two and ¥'half years ago and we have

40 strong colonies and five nucleus,
several are pure, the rest hybrids. We
do our own queeu rearing and change
our breeders every season so as to avoid
in-breeding.  Last season we bred from

a pure Cyprian, and this season we got
two golden queens so that now we have
some very nice bees. I think the
Cyprian blood mixed with the Ttalians a
greaf improvement for we get nice color

F and good hardy bees. We live on the
= bank of a ruaning stream and we have a
* stz “sorest on one side which reaches for
}- miles; and nearly all kinds of eucalyptus,
'L hnoneysuckle, wattle and titree, plenty
of native flowers, will hop and dande-
lion. We fancy we hear some of your
readers say they must be in the place
for honey, but we can only say that the

¥ Jast three yearshas been very poor as
regards honey, last year it was too wet,
this year itds too dry. Nearly all the
. selectors’ bees are dead ; so are most of
the wild bees, and I have just heard
thata beekeeper about 30 miles east from
here lost all but two hives. Just fancy

@ that here in the land of milk and honey,
for it is very seldom that three bad

~ geasons for honey follows in Gippsland.
‘We live in hope that when it does come

= wo shall have it heavy for there has been
500 1bs taken from a hive in one season
here in good time. All Victoria is not
as bad as this part for we hear that the
western parts are yielding good crops.
Grenerally when it is good in the west it
is poor here. We are much pleased
a With your journal and the way you
answer questions. Woe think it a great

sa help to new beginners. We notice in
your Jan. number that Mr Burke had

~ great trouble introducing a gneen.  We
always use tobacco smoke when the

4 bees refuse to accept a queen that has
been caged 24 hours, give them a good

- dose in the evening about sundown, say
' half a dozen puffs from a pipe, release
the queen, and they will take her then.

It makes them stupid, and must be done
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when there is no fear of robbers getting
a start. They will be lively enough again
in the morning. 'We have had some ex-
perience with foul brood. The way we
treat it is on the starvation plan, and a .
young queen. Some get on all-right,
others are as bad as ever as soon as
brood rearing is in full swing. I think
the best way is to smother the lot and
boil the hive and get it ready for a new
swarm,

Mr. Herbert Litchfield, Drysdale,
writes :—Dear Sir,—I am in receipt of
your letter containing full and courteous
answers to my questions, I am obliged
to you for the information, I only desired
an answer through the Bulletin and did
not intend to put you to the trouble of
writing espeeially. There is one other
matter which is troubling me, and to
which if you have space in your period-
ical, T shall feel thankful to have an
answer. I havea disease in two or three
hives. In the early spring an exper-
ienced beekeeper saw it and said that he
did not think it was foul brood. The
disease has all the appearance of F.B.
except that there is hardly any smell, and
the hives appear strong and vigorous in
spite of it. In soms cases, two-thirds of

a frame will be diseased, the capping-

dark and sunken and the contents ten-
acious and coffee coloured, but still no
smell to speak of and certainly no gluey
smell. I have a suspicion that these
hives may have been chilled in the early
spring, but I have since changed the
queens. I have thought that by extract-
ing might do it but the disease confines
itself to about four hives. I take it that
if hives had reached the style of foul
brood that I have described they would
waste away quickly, but in this case it
is not 8o ; they continue to increase. Lam
at a loss to know what to make of it. Tt
is very disheartening to have to destroy
three or four hives and I therefore do not
care to do so until T am certain that T
have foul brood.

[Read Mr. Grant’siaccount of disease elsewhere
The absence of smell does not prevent the disease
being foul brood, and if you had a honey flow all
the season your bees could increase spite of the
disease. Ilave you tested it for ropiness?
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Mr J. J. McCue, Moorside, writss :
I received Bee Rulletin all right, and am
pleased with the contents. I am start-
ing a bee farm here—commenced in Oc-
tober last by purchasing hives of black
- bees, which I doubled on arrival, so have
now 21 colonies in frame hives, and am
busy Italianising them, having pur-
chased ten tested Italian queens ; when I
fix these ten up I am getting ten more,
for from what I can read I find the Ital-
ians are the best bees. Mr Gale, when
judging my poultry farm for National
prizes, said I had a splendid location, in
front of house on the two strips of lawn,
for an apiary. But I was afraid of bees
then—but now, as game as a ‘‘ soger
ant”” I used no veil or smoke up o
the present (but now have a smoker);
ot & good many stings, and swelled ter-
ribly at first, but now I don’t swell at all,
or do I feel the stings so much. I have
two bee books—¢ The Honey Bee,” re-
vised by Dadant, and Root’s ** A.B.C.,”
which I am studying to help me care for
the bees properly ; and the Bes Bulletin
of course I must have. Please send it to
my address, ar.d as soon as I get to town
I will forward postal note forsubseription.
¢ Moorside” being 12 miles from town
makes things awkward for sending cash.
Now and again I will send you any bee
notes I ecan gather in this district that
would be of interest to readers of
Bulletin and if you likeIcould send you
an amusing paper about “How I started
an apiary’’ (if you think the w.p.b. would
not get it.) I am only a beginner at the
bee business, and from consideration I
think that ¢ ’tis easier to get the honey
than to get a market for it.” Just now
my colonies are doing wonders ; the wat-
tles and other trees being in heavy
bloom. Well, I don’t think my bees
have to go more than 400 yards (if they
do they are silly), for the trees are loaded
all round the place, and as far as the
eye can range I can see heaps of blos-
SOmS.
We shall be very glad to hear often from you

and your * How I started an apiary,” we
shall be very pleased to see.

Send for Samples of HONEY LABELS to
A. B. Bulletin Office.

Mr Smith, Currabubula, writes :—
This season has not been very favour-
able for bees here, as the lengthy dry
weather we have had kept back an
abundant yield of blossoms, but now
that we have just had some good rain
there will surely be plenty of honey for
the bees. My bees have sofar enjoyed
immunity from any disease this season,
Honey is very cheap in the loeal market
the result of much inferior honey,
principally non-extracted honey, which
as a rule has a bad taste. I am glad
the silly bickering and wrangling
against school teachers keeping bees
has ended ; for they have proved
themselves to be invaluable members of
the bee-keeping community, without
whom we cannot get along so well.

Mr. G. Hatchings, Rupanyup,
Victoria, writes :—I am sending you
year's subscription for your valuable
little paper. We have had bees in
frame hives several years, but did not
pay much attention to them till we

paid a visit to Mr. Russell’s apiary, in -

the honey season, two years ago. 1
launched out last year, by buying 25
swarms in old boxes.
hard time of it coming home, 20 miles
over a very rough road in a waggon,
with a lot of new honey in the boxes,
most of which marked the track I came.
I built a neat shed last winter, and a
roof of Tasmanian palings, 150 at 25/-
per 100. T made an ant proof bench
with empty tins inverted over the legs,
which arc sunk into the ground. T
think this is better than the swinging
stand, because on them you cannot
touch one hive without setting them all
swinging, and so disturbing them. 1
thinle shade over the hives is very
necessary, as even then the combs some-
times melt out if the frames are not
wired. I bought an Italian queen last
year which proved a grand investment.
I believe that three Italian hives will
give as much honey as a dozen of the

others. I have received a lot of valuable
2 v

information from the 4. B. B.
more honey we can produce i

[Fen. 24, 1895,

A

.

The bses had a -

o

-

Australia, the more likely we are to"

open up a lucrative export trade.
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YW iIhrho YVWill Deny ?

Are not the best Honey Gatherers and Comb Builders, Their
sealed combs are of snowy whiteness: They submit more readily
than other bees upon the application of a small amount of smoke;
they cluster very compactly and quietly, and winter remarkable
well ; are vigorous defenders of their hives, and gather very little

propolis, it procured from the first and best breeders in Australasia.
1 : 3 5 10
i L8 20/- 89/-
Per letter post, sate arrival guarasteed up to 21 days,

W. k. SEABROOK. & (0.
Orange Blossom Bee Farm, St. Ives, Gordon, N.S.W

Tae CONVENTION COMBINATION HIVE

Is a great requisition te all Beekeepers, *¢ large or small.”
It prevents Swarming, Burr Combs, besides producing larger quantitios
Lixtracted and Section Honey with less labour.
PRICE, 21g.
—
Queens —Prolific.
JUST ARRIVED FROM EUROPE IN GRAND CONDITION,
CARNIOLANS! . CARNIOLANS ]|
NEW BLOOD

For our Celebrated Carni-Italian strain. Change your breed and avoid Bee Paralysis, by purchas-
ing Queens from our Select Stock.
one three five ten
5/- A : 20/- o 39/-
Per letter post. Safe arrival guaranceed up to 21 days,

W. T. SEABROOK & CO.,

ORANGE BLOSSOM BEE FARM,
~ St. Ives, GORDON, N.S.W.

A L e

[ o



WANTED KNOWN.

ARGE and small quantities of PURE
L HONEY delivered at St. Peters or New-
town Station near Sydney. State price, &c.,

hlust be cheap and pure to compete with auction -

s H.J. GARDNER,

Lacky St,, St Peters.

Mr A, McLean, William Town, writes
_The Burieriy is very interesting in-
Jeed, and should be in the hands of all
ﬂTEh(:»ught’ful beekeepers.
Mr A. Faleoner, Darke’s Forest,
“writes —Would you be kind enough to
let me know what hive is thought best
r practical purposss, and what timber
s best for making ; also if the Hoffman
self-spacing frame ywill be a handy frame
o extracting. )
[For practical purposes our own experience is
in favour of the 10 frame TLangstroth, with
elf spacing frames. And if wo changed it
Svould be toa 20 framehive. Re timber colonial
ine is as good as any, but there are other light
imbers that are said to answer very well. The
offman self spacing frame is equal to any for
extracting. ] i
ga. Mr Frank Curr, Bendolba, writes:—
‘T have moved my hees out near the
forest since I wrote to you last year,
and they are doing remarkably well.
Tallow wood and ironbark
Ilendid here this season.
_Mr W. Jupp, Bingleburn, writes—
oney is very plentiful in this district,
oth from box and apple tree, but ths
ate rain has done a great deal of harm.
" may add I live about eight miles
north-east from Gresford, on the dividing
sange of the police districts of Paterson
nd Dungog. As you kindly invite ques-
Mons T beg the favour of a little infor-
mation re the best breed of bees. I have
41 hives of the common black beesin gin
~ases, aud intend as soon as circumstan-
ces will permit to transfer them into the
bar frame box, and change the breed.
71t breed of queens would you advise
o to get? ) s
[Read our advertizing pages, and judge from
em of the different quesn breeders. |

bloomed

Mr G.J. Richardson, Narellan, writes
in reply to Mr. T. B. Peek’s (Tamworth)
inquiry why an Italian queen, bred from
a pure mother, will atthe same time pro-
duce both yellow and black drones :- -T
should say that I would always expeet to
find both yellow and black drones in all
the colonies if he has hybrids of a lower
grade or blacks in his yard, I find that
drones mix to a great extent, from
experience this year, as I had only four
colonies of Italians at the beginning of
the season and about — hives of blacks,
all in Root hives, and as I intended to
Italianize I encouraged dronerearing as
much as possible in the Italians, and I
took particular care to cut all drones
and drone comb out of the blacks. and T
am quite sure none were reared to speak
of, as I used to go through them about
twice a week, but I found that Italian
drones had mixed with all of them to a
great extent, and some of the hives stood
a congiderable distance from the Italians.
Could some of your readers inform me
if the common box tree comes in blossom _
every year in other partsof the country ?
It does not seem to do so here. It is
showing buds freely this year, but this
is the third year since it blossomed hefore.
P.8. I like the A.B.B. ' very much,
I find it very interesting and instructive.
I cannot send you the names of any
likely subscriber as there are ro other
beekeepers near me.

[See answer to question 34 in this issue.]

Scale of Prices for Advertisements
IN THE

"BUSTRALIAN = BEE ¢ BULLETIN.”

HALF PAGE, per annum, £5; half-year, £3;
per quarter, £1 13s.

QUARIER PAGE—per annum, £3 ; half-year
£1 158 ; per guarter, £1.

BIGHTH PAGE—per annum, £1 15s; per
half-year, £1 ; por quarter, 12s.
SINGLE INSERTION —first: inch, 3s.

succeeding, 2s. 6.i.
If booked, 10 p.es cxtiq added to above rutes

8d. ¢
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ThMrhGGOII;ge James, Gordon, writes— [ o
is has been about the worst season d 4z
that T have had for the bees, and have to @ ecez Ve e.; lve p

feed to prevent starving.

And in grand condition, per steamship ¢ Mari-

The following are the apicultural posa,”” on the 15th of October, 1894, d
Ennuers at the late Berry exhibition :—

xtracted honey, H. C and L. R. Wilson j
Honey in comb, Mrs J. 8. Jarret, 01]6 Of A: I- ROOtS

Ho%ey in frame, B. Naveau, A. King. s [ t T t d : lt I,
e would call the practical attention Q
of beekeepers to the two propositions of gt 6516 dilal ueens’
the Lachlan Beekeepers Association:— ;
1. That the Commissioners for Rail- And she is doing splendidly, F
ways be asked to carry empty tins by i
rail in beekeepers, return empty honey I can supply queens reared from the above
cases free of charge. 2. That as it is Stock at the following rates . — o

8. .
necessary to place honey on the market Talaid e S R

g 0

0

at a very low rate the Commissioners for SR e SN
railways be asked to reduce the present Piece of Comb containing eggs b
charge on the carriage of half ton and

less quantities of honey.” = It would be A. E. AYE RST,

well if the other beekeepers associatiouns

in the country would take up and discuss CEDAR HILL, MIN MI,‘

these two very important matters.

The New Zealand Farmer.

READ THIS POPULAR AGRI-
CULTURAL JOURNAL.

It is practically the hand book of the New '°
Zealand Agriculturist.

It keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer’s
daily requirements, enabling him to utilise all
modern advantages within his reach.

'The subjects dealt with cover the whole field e S
of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura: pur- Nuctei, Le.
suits, and the legislation affecting these several

)
industries. Its columns contain thoroughly Send for Price List.
practical as well as scientific information upon

all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the w' s _ P E N D E R y

Culrivatien of Crops, Stock Breeding, and Man-
agement of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in Drumfifin Apj_ary’l

NI Wie———

Y o B OEt o~

' '_(l}ueens Js

l Ttalian Bees!

Colonies!

[T -

health and disease; Dairy Methods upon im-

proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including i

the Suppression of ’ Orchard Pe:!tg,; Pouliry WEST MAITLAND o

Rearing, Special Industries, ete., etc., besides % ¥

critical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations

from every farming cenfre in the colony. The Ga’rden a'nd Fleld -
The ““New Zealand Farmer’’ is the only paper IS an Illustrated Paper, published on the first

in the colony wholly devoted to the interests of - of each month, dealing with all matters re=

Farmers, Wool Growers, and Orchardists. lating to Garden, Orchard, Vineyard, Farm,
Subscription : Per annum, 12s 6d, posted in  Dairy, Livestock, Poultry, Bees, Rural Indus-

advance, 10s. tries, &e.
Seud your snbscription through any Stationer Subseription—=6s a year. ‘
or direct to the GRENFELL STREET, ADELAIDE, _S.ﬁ "

PUBLISHING OFFICE, ForT«sT., AUCKLAND. Send for a Sample Copy.

=
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' QUEENS DIRECT FROM AMERICA.

Safe arrival guaranteed in N.S.W. or money refunded.

1f sufficient inducement offers, T will shortly visit America to select and return with a large
immber of their best tested queens, of the following breeds :—Golden, Ttalian, and Carniolians,
and will deliver them to beekeepers on the following terms :—One tested queen, 20/= each, a larger
b umber will be quoted on application, also price for any other variety. All who would like &
gueen send at once, money o be sent with order not later than March, The advantages to be

B.uined by such arrangement would be :—
(1) Personal gelection of queens.

(2) Bafe arrival guaranteed.
; (3) Cheapness, for anyone getting queens direet from America generally orders seyeral, to be

pmore sure of getting one alive. (We lost the first 17 queens sent us from America,)

(4) Queens will have personal attention en route.

[ HIGGINSYILLE COYER.

| Made of two boards, 21 inchos long, and 7} wide, both pieces being hevelled from § to §& in. and
when put together, and tleated at both ends.  We have a Hat cover. with the adyantage of it
heing gable. Thiscover is now being boomed in America.
‘W are now supplying it at the same price as the flat.cover,
tom' hives, ab the catalogue price, when instructed.
One Untested Queen, 5/-; three, 18/-; five, 20/~

gatherers as Ligurians, bub have every

and we will send it with any of

We do not know whether these bees are a8 good honey
confidence in them crossed with the Ligurian.

HONEY TANKS

and improved strainer, made of the finest brass

neatly japanned, to hold 3501bs. Loney, with cover
to drain very quickly on all sides.—

b wire, cloth on sides and bottom, which allows the honey

> Price, 87S 64 each.

EXTRACTORS

[ with solid iron spindle, are made stronger, run easier, and are eheaper than an
Novice 2-frame, without capacity, £2 0s0d; with capacity, £2 25 6d;

3-frame Cowan’s reversible, £3 28 6d.

3
. ; What They Say of Us.

from Western Australia :—¢ W are well satisfied with
gates are really

y other in the colony-
4-frame, £2 108 0d ;

br- W have just received the following
thie goods received from. you. The extractor is. a splendid machine, the honey

» good and strong, the foundation is the Dest we have ever seen.’ ;
A. & C. JECKS.

CARRIAGE PAID on our foundation to any railway station in the colony in lots of 5lbs. or

aver.

R. L. PENDER. Manufacturer Beekeepers Supplies
e ' WEST MAITLAND N.S.W.
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THE AUSTRALIAN AGRICULTURIST

F you are interested in Farm, Gtarden,
I Orchard Work ; in Horses, Cattle, Sheep,
or Pigs; if you keap Poultry, Dogs, or Bees -
if you want a good home journal, evoted to all
the interests of country and ruyal life, take the
‘¢ Agriculturist,”’ )

e ask you to see sample copy, which we
will send on application. ;
Subscription—Half-a-Crown a year in N.S.W.
Three Shillings in Vie., S.A., Tas., N- Zealand,
or W. Augtralia.

PUBLISHING OFFICES :
SYDNEY, 298 George Street

IURENS
DIRECT FROM AMERICA.

Carniolans same price.
FINE BREEDERS, either race $6 each,

Tested Queens, $1.50 each. Express prepaid on
each queen $1.50, and safe arrival guaranteed.,
I have made arrangements so that T can send
queens by express to Australia for $1.60 each
extra. By mail same price, with no guarantee
of safe arrival. I am preparing to have a fine
lot ready to go on in September, October and
November. ' If you want 2 fine queen give me
your order. My Money Order Office is Victoria,
Texas, U,8.A. ;

I can now prepay queens by Express to Ans-
tralia for $2.50 each (exchanges), or when 6 are
ordered at one time, I can Prepay at $1.50 each,

Mrs. Jennie Atchley,
Bervitie, Bez Co., Trxas, U.S.A.

CONSULT US.

JHOULD you have a doubt on any
b matter in your apiary, or wish for any
information, do not hesitate to write us,
enclosing a 2d stamp, We will reply to
our best per return, and give questions
and answers in the following numbers of
the A.B.B.

The .flwstr_a,lian Bee Bulletin

THE AUSTRALASIAN BEE MANUM

And Complete Guide to Modern Bee Cultu
. the Southern Hemisphere,
By Tsaac Horxws, Avorrann, N.Z.

Crown 8vo,, 350 pages, 143 illustrations,
Acknowledged to be the most complate practicod
Wwork on Apiculture yet published. ‘
Published by the  Author. Copyrighted in a
the Colonies,

Third Edition, Eh & Fourth Tlaamami

Can be obtained in the Australian Oolonied
at the Office of the A. B. Buiiemw an
from Messrs, George Rohertson & Co.,
Sydney, Melbourne,  Adelaide and  Brishane
Wholesale and Retail trom the ‘Author, Auck- f
lend, N7, . —_—

Price List of Bee Appliances free from

I. HOPKINS & CO.,
AUCKLAND, N.Z.

Sl G
The [ndustrial Journal

Is a Monthly Magazine devoted to Manufactures,
ining, Agriculture and Trad i
& A Medium for the Sale and Purchase of
all kinds of Machinery. -
Largest circulation of any journal of its lind in
the Colonies. A leading “feature is the fre_e%‘
advertising of any machinery, mining plant, &e.
for sale in any part of the colony,

Subscriptions 25 ¢d Per annum.  Specimen

fres on receipt of name and address,

Publishing Office : 999 Goorge-st., Sydney .

copy

The Farmer & Graziep,

The Best Ilustrated
Farmers’ Journal in Australia,
78 6d PER ANNUM.

J. TWOMEY & Co,,
52 Market Street,
Méelbourne.,

.
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WwWICTORIALA.

!’eekeeping Friends! I cansupply you with QUEENS
HAT ARE UNSURPASSED FOR QUALITY, and
UARANTEED SAFE ARRIVAL and satisfaction to

ANY OF THE COLONTES.

to the fact that I have obtained the past seven or eight years fresh
Yeeding queens every Beason from different places and most noted. breeders in Ttaly and America,

and have just landed two very select breeding queens from A. E. Manum, Bristol, Vermont, who

sives them & very great character, and adds that they are descended from: a queen that filled 312
1b. sections in the one seasom, besides drawing largely from her for eggs.

FOR CIRCULAR AND PRICES WRITE TO

AMES McFARLANE, LYNDHURST, VIC.

wWwhat Others Sav

‘Messra. H. a‘nd 1., Tissorr, Winslow, says:—* The Queen we got from you last October

has given every catisfaction, being very prolific, her Bees exceptionally good workers, very gentle,

nd the brightest we have ever seen, and they showed no desire to swarm the whole season. We
take pleasure in recommending you to anyone Wishing tofpurchase 2 good Queen mother.”’

T attribute my success

“ Tpot ’em out.” THE AUSTRALIAN
{ I CH{LLLENGE anyj one to ghow up a FANCIERS, CHRONICLE7
strain of bees superior to my
DEVOTED TO

Golden Italians.

THEY EXCEL ALL COMPETITORS BY
PRACTICAL TEET.

\ Poultry, Pigeons, Canaries, and
Dogs.
PUBLISHED FORTNIGHTLY.

Glentle, industrious, good comb builders, mot
jnelined to swarm, and perfect beauties.
' ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY.
FOUR-PENCE PER COPY, AT ALL
NEWS AGENTS.

4s 6d half-yearly, 8s 6d.

 Untested, & for 20/=. Tested from 8/« upwards.

J. D: G. CADDAN Post Free in N.8.W.

ROODMERE APIARY,

yearly,

Macquarie St., Windsor, N.S.Wales. | ™ TuE e 00,0 WABKET (e
Printers and Proprietors.
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£XTRﬁ ORDI Nﬁﬁy -
= SALE=

NI

e = RXPIRATION OF I BASE. .0

=

§2O % (4s. off £1)
‘ g DISCOUNT.
§
|

P SRS \/ 4 AR .

LISTS ¢ DURING . FREE

@@&N\\ /\&N\*&\“W

MARCE (o lly)
Off all Goods for Cash with Ordep,

Opposite Sydney Arcade and Strand,
GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY.
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