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: “The 'u*ony of was,>
said Piper, “that Karl was a

who knew the skms,'

. dhe :
-_ The worst was tbat Richter

1558, Wt
“eadet at the air force

academy and he as teach-
cs. :

: 'was il (6 & foot % inches

and husky, and hehadsquare ;




e (3699 Laurel Crest St5

"had bedii His  fnstector AL

-the air force academy in1964,
and was his best friend at
Korat air base,

150 miles

norﬂleastofhere,as Piper .

flyers the marvellous as-
sortment af mctxes hehad
learned '

.'Second and last '

“The irony ﬂf it was,.
said Piper, “that Karl was a
man who knew the skies,
the tan‘airs the roads and
bridges and the gunsites of
Norﬂ; Vxetnam probably bet-

1 plane had been
h1t in 193 ‘missions—and the
first time was inside hisfirst
ten and he brought that
plane back.

_“He got shot down, but
1t wasn’t in package six,
where the flak is heavy.
It was in package one, where

the flak is next to nothing.®

(USilyers ‘have dividedNorth
Vietnam into half 2 dozen

“packages® or territories, —
graded from one t0 six on
__t_he basis of g_rmm e

" «He got it on a mission
[wbel:e he was just out on

Robert B P:per,

- a;pund officers the air force

karst (a

ngh:ssecaaﬂhnndred,

had. : .

~ Piper first met him in
1964, _
cadet at the air force
academy and he as teach-
~ ing aerodynamics.
~ “He wasn’i
student,” says Piper, “but
he was one of the best all-

short but not crew cut, and
he looked like he might have

been a football player, which <

he was.

%He was a happy go-
luckar -guy. Everyhody liked
him and admired him. But he
was serious too, and very
sensitive fo the feelings of
oﬁaer ‘people®

Aﬂaer he left ‘the acade-

“my Richter went onfor pilot *

* training and then to Nellis
dfire air base in Nevada, to learn |
‘about the F-105—the primary pijor

bombing aircraft usedagainst
North Vietnam.
 He arrived at Korat 14 '

" he was down there as a mat=

He
swung mto the side of a
_sandstone cliff) or
his chute snagged on a tree.

when Richter was a
he said it was and we plas-'

a brilliant his superstitions justlike any

features. Hewore hishalr.

_cotton rope and worn around

‘anywhere between the copper
‘Buddhist “magnets’ and there-

o -When I ﬁrst got here,

ter of fact. They needed the
advice. We were losingatre-
mendous number of 105°s at
the start, and we aren’t mak-
ing them anymore, you know,
bmnber

losses way below that dur- .

said ‘Hey Hmow wherethere’s
a gun site over on route se-
ven. I saw it the other day.
Let’s go get it. And off we
went, and it was Just where

tered it.®
For all that, Richter had

other  fighter pilot, said Pi-
per. The squadron orderl

arrived and acquired charms
against flak and surface to
air missiles for him.

The flak charm was two
little strips of rolled cop-
per strung on a pleceofthin'_

+the waist with one on each of
the body. The theory was.
that no flak could penetrate

fore the body was protected.
“Chuong waéﬁr compleftel.‘f

reiiglon haa faiied ‘him. But
, then he found out ithat Karl
_himself had not been hit by

an easy run fo check in a months ago and began to fly ‘fire, he took that as some

compensatmn.

Richter’s. .. personal af- :
fects, his hi-fi set, his Orien-
tal rugs and bronzeware, and
his two big pictures of bomb
damage at the Thai Nguyen
steel mill near Hanol were
still in his room when Pi-
per left Korat yesterday.

“You know, most of those
rooms up there were noth-
ing but wall-to-wall play= |
boy," said Piper. “With Karl
it was different. You couldfeel /
his class.

“Knowing him, and knmowing
what he could do, I don’t s
how he could have missed g
ing right up to the top.*—
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